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THE GREAT REVOLUTION OF 1857 

THE OUTBREAK OF THE REVOLUTION 

The greased cartridge 

The efforts of the Revolutionary leaders to prepare their countrymen and 
the Company's army for a war soon bore fruit. As has been mentioned the 
introduction of the Enfield Rifle. in which a greased cartridge had to be used. 
provided the sepoys with a genuine cause of grievance': for the leaders of the 
Movement it proved to be an effective instrument of propaganda. The new rifle 
had been introduced at the close of 1856 and the cantonments of Dum Dum. 
Ambala and Sialkot were selected as depots for instruction in its use. How 
swiflty had the news spread that the Government had introduced the greased 
cartridge to spoil the faith and the caste of the Hind-Pakistani sepoys Is indicated 
by an interesting incident which occurred in January, 1857. A low caste lascar 
asked a Brahmin for a drink of water from his Jota. The Brahmin refused to give 
the water because he did not know to what caste the fellow belonged. “You will 
soon lose your caste,” retorted the lascar, “as ere long you will have to bite the 
cartridges covered with the fat of pigs and cows.” This incident was mentioned 
by General Hearsey, Commander. Presidency Division, in one of the two letters 
which he had forwarded to the Government of India on January 24, 1857: he had 
‘recommended “that the officer commanding the Rifle Depot might be authorized 
‘to obtain from the bazar whatever ingredients might be necessary, which the 
\sepoys might be allowed to make up for themselves.” The Government accepted 
this suggestion but before any action could be taken the symptoms of the 

' Revolution became clear. *A few days after the story of the greased cartridges 
irst transpired at Damdamah”, writes Kaye, “the telegraph station at Barrackpur 
as burnt down. Then, night after night, followed other fires.”” In the wake of 

\|these fires came the nocturnal meetings of the sepoys, and the excitement began 
to spread. By the beginning of February, it appears, reports about the new 

artridge had reached Barhampur, a military station near Murshidabad.’ They 

It is to be noted that “recent researches . . . prove that the lubricating mixture was actually 
composed of the objectionable ingredients, cow’s fat and lard . ...° See Roberts. I, 431 
Kaye and Malleson. 1, 365. 
“What is this story everybody is talking about. that Government intends making the native 
army use cows and pigs’ fat with the ammunition for their new rifles?” This question Was put 
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were confirmed by the two detachments of the 34th Regiment, which came there 

on 18 and 25 February respectively. On the evening of the day following the 

arrival of the second detachment, the men of the 19th refused to receive the 

percussion caps for a parade which was to be held next morning saying, “there 

was a doubt how the cartridges were prepared.” Colonel Mitchell, the 

Commanding Officer of the Regiment, went to the lines, called the Hind- 

Pakistani officers and explained to them that the cartridges to be served to their 

men had been made a year earlier, adding that those who disobeyed the orders of 

the officers would be severely punished. Late in the night sounds of the beating 

of drums and shouts were heard. The Colonel rushed to the scene and took 

necessary steps to quell the rising. But he was advised by his officers to withdraw 

his men because in that case they hoped the disturbers also would return to the 

lines. Mitchell acted accordingly and withdrew. On the following morning the 

entire Regiment fell in for the parade without any sign of insubordination.’ 

The Government however decided to punish them severely; their 

Regiment was to be disbanded. As it was feared that punishment could not be 

executed but in the presence of a European Regiment, a steamer, Bentinck, was 

sent to Rangoon to bring Her Majesty’s 84th Regiment. Soon after this another 

incident occurred in Calcutta. Two sepoysof a detachment, of 2nd of Native 

Infantry, on guard at Fort William, were courtmartialled and sentenced to 

imprisonment for 14 years for conveying a false rumour to the Subahdar 

commanding the Mint Guard (34th N.L.)°. This was a significant incident, and 

General Hearsey, Officer Commanding Barrackpur, thought that he should 

address his brigade. His suggestion was approved by the Governor-General, but 

he told him to remain careful and guarded in his words. “I am afraid,” wrote 

Canning, “that, however brief your observations on that regiment (and they 

should, I think, be very brief), you will find it a nice matter to steer between 

exciting undue alarm and raising hopes which may be disappointed.”° Fully 

realizing the delicate nature of his task, Hearsey issued orders for a general 

parade on the morning of 17 March. He began his address by warning the sepoys 

of “the evil-minded and designing men who were leading them astray” and 

“making them instruments of their schemes of sedition,” He explained to them 

by a havildar to Colonel Mitchell commanding the 19th Regiment Native Infantry early in 

February. Forrest, G. W. Selections from the Letters, Despatches and other State Papers of the 

Government of India (Calcutta, 1893), I, 39-41. 

Colonel Mitchell was later censured for his action in not insisting on the laying down of the 

arms by the “mutineers.” See State Papers, 1, Appendix A.. p. XVII: Minute by the Governor- 

General. 

They had told the Subahdar that they had been sent to him by the Havildar-Major. “The 

Governor-General”. they said, “is going to Barrackpore to take the magazine and there will be 

fighting there. The Calcutta militia are coming into the fort; you bring your guard and join’ 

them.” The meaning of the message was clear. Forrest, G. W., A History of the Indian Mutiny, 

(Edinburgh and London, 1904-12), I, 16. 

Canning to Hearsey, March 14, 1857. MS. correspondence as quoted in Kaye and Malleson, I, 

p. 391. 
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that the glazed surface of the paper in the cartridges was due to the starch used in 
its composition and that the fine quality paper used by Hind-Pakistani Princes 
was very similar to it. To prove his statement he took out a letter from his bay, 
which he had received from Gulab Singh of Kashmir, gave it to the officers and 
told them to show it to their men. Far more delicate was the question of the 
punishment of the 19th. Hearsey, however, could not avoid it and had to mention 
that it would be disbanded: “I inform you of this beforehand’, he said. “because 
your enemies are trying to make you believe that European troops with Cavalry 
and Artillery will be sent here suddenly to attack you; these and such lies arc 
fabricated and rumoured amongst you to cause trouble.” In conclusion he assured 
his men that their religious prejudices would be safe and any one who attempted 
to interfere with them would be punished.” 

Barrackpur incident: Mangal Pande executed 

The 19th left Barhampur on 20 March but before it reached its 
destination a serious incident in the lines of the 34th added to the excitement of 
the sepoys at Barrackpur. On the afternoon of 29 March. a young sepoy, named 
Mangal Pande, put on his accoutrements and posted himself in front of the 
Quarter-guard. Heavily drugged with bhang he had lost control of himself and 
fired at a European Sergeant-Major. He missed the aim, but the Hind-Pakistani 
officers and men who were on duty did not move an inch to help the European 
officer. When the incident was referred to Lieutenant Baugh, the Adjutant of the 
Regiment, he rushed to the spot immediately, but he had hardly tightened the rein 
of his horse when Mangal Pande, hidden behind the station gun, fired at him. He 
missed the Lieutenant but wounded his horse, which threw the rider to the 
ground. Baugh immediately fired with his pistol, but like his adversary he also 
missed the aim. Both now engaged in a hand-to-hand fight. the Lieutenant being 
assisted by the Sergeant-Major. Mangal was now desperate and would have 

| despatched both of them if another sepoy, Shaykh Paltu, had not seized him and 
| averted his blows. Baugh and his companion managed to escape; Paltu had come 
_in time to save them. The matter was reported to the General by a sepoy. Hearsey 
accompanied by his two sons reached the parade ground of the 34th and rushed 
to the spot where Mangal Pande was pacing up and down with a loaded musket 
in his hand. The General’s defiance of all danger and Mangal’s failure to get any 

{)}support from his comrades convinced him that the game was up; he turned his 
© | musket upon himself, and discharged it with the pressure of his foot. He fell on 
|the ground but the wound was not fatal; he was given medical aid and thus 

survived his attempt to kill himself. 
On the morning of 31 March the 29th N.I. marched into Barrackpur. 

General Hearsey addressed a few words to them before ordering the decision 
about their disbandment to be read. They. were asked first to pile arms and then 

Kaye and Malleson, I, 393. 
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take off their belts; this done they were ordered to march. At a short distance they 

were, halted and paid their dues. They were also told that the Government had not 

disgraced them by stripping them of their uniforms and had decided to pay their 

passage home as a reward for their good conduct during their march from 

Barhampur. Canning explains the mildness of the decision in a letter to the 

Commander-in-Chief in these words: “Heavy as has been their crime—none 

heavier—it is not a mean or abject one; such as refusing to march to a post of 

danger: and the substance of their punishment is severe enough without being 

made to gall and rankle.”* That the disbandment passed off without any incident 

was a source of satisfaction to the Governor-General who had specially sent a 

messenger to bring him a prompt report. The Government could now punish 

Mangal Pande. He was court-martialled and sentenced to death on 6 April; two 

days later he was hanged in the presence of all the troops at Barrackpur. On 10 

April the Jamadar of the Guard was also court-martialled for inciting his fellow- 

sepoys not to help their European officer. He was also sentenced to be hanged. 

For some technical difficulties, however, his execution was delayed and could 

not be carried out before 21 April. The Government did not stop here; it decided 

to inflict exemplary punishments on the offenders. The next Regiment to suffer 

the blow was the 34th, to which Mangal Pande belonged. A special Court of 

Enquiry was appointed to go into the case and.a decision was taken to the effect 

that excepting the officers and sepoys not present at Barrackpur the Regiment 

should be disbanded. Thus the three Companies stationed at Chittagong were 

exempted from the general order of disbandment which was carried out on 6 

May. 

Ambala: General Anson’s address 

Before the execution of this sentence disturbing reports had come from 

the headquarters of the Army. Ambala, one of the depots of instruction, was 

apparently calm and the Commander-in-Chief believed that the sepoys stationed 

there were not in any way dissatisfied. In the third week of March, however, a 

Subahdar taunted two non-commissioned officers of the 36th Regiment, which 

formed the escort of the Commander-in-Chief, with having become Christians.’ 

They reported the story to their instructor, Lieutenant Martineau. He made 

inquiries among the men of the depot and officially communicated his reactions 

to the Assistant Adjutant-General. The Commander-in-Chief, General Anson, 

promptly decided to inspect the depot on 25 March. After the inspection parade 

he addressed the Hind-Pakistani officers; Martineau translated his speech, 

sentence by sentence. He explained to the sepoys that their suspicions about the 

intention of the Government “to subvert their religion and to subject them to the 

loss of caste,” were baseless, and expressed regret that there had been cases of 

* MS Correspondence, quoted in Kaye and Malleson, 1, 401. 

Obviously for the toxching the cartridges. 
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| 

| 
| the sepoys having refused to accept the assurances of their officers to the effect 
| that cartridges with objectionable material would not be supplied to them. [he 

need of obedience to Government was emphasized: it was their first duty. They 
were also told that the Government knew “how to deal with such instances of 

| insubordination, and the Commander-in-Chiet does not hesitate to say that they 
whould be visited with the severest punishment.” The same day General Anson 
wrote to Coloirel Young: “There has been such an uneasy feeling in the depot 
here that | thought it right, after | had inspected it this morning, to address the 

| Native officers and detachments on parade. It is a difficult and delicate subject ti. 
| handle, but I trust that the course I have taken will produce some good.” 

General Anson was anxious to know the effect of his address and had 
ordered Martineau to send an immediate report about it. Phe latter accordingly 
wrote to the Assistant Adjutant-General that the Hind-Pakistani officers had 
expressed to him “their sense of the high honour done them by his Excellency, 
who condescended himself today to personally address them. for the purpose ot 
quieting both their minds and those of their comrades in the army at large on the 
subject of rifle cartridges”. The officer had however informed Lieutenant 
Martineau of the true position, for, he adds, “they know that the rumour is false. 
but they equally know, that for one man in Hindostan who disbelieves it. ten 
thousand believe it, and that it is universally credited, not only in their regiment. 
but in their villages and their homes . . . Their devotion to the service. and 
submission to the military authority, will inflict on them the direct and most 
terrible punishment they can undergo in this world.”'! To the Commander-in- 
Chief's reference that they had been “selected for this duty on acconut of their 
superior intelligence,” their spoksmen clearly said that “their being selected as 
men of intelligence and fidelity thus becomes to them the most fatal curse. They 
will obey the orders of their military superiors and socially perish through their 
instinct of obedience.” It is to be noted that the sepoys at the Rifle Deport in 
Ambala had not been served with the greased cartridges. They were allowed to 
juse their own grease, but objections were now raised to the paper used for the 
| cartridge. The Governor-General admits in a letter addressed to General Anson 
| that “the Government was in some degree in the wrong” in the matter of the 
greased cartridge, but that no legitimate objections could be made with regard to 
the paper. The Governor-General’s letter was still on its way when fires similar 
to those which had preceded the trouble at Barrackpur became frequent at 
Ambala. They caused anxiety and Courts of Enquiry to investigate the causes of 
fires were set up, but no information could be elicited because no one was willing 
to give evidence. The Commander-in-Chief was sorely puzzled and wrote to the 
Governor-General: “Strange that the incendiaries should never be detected. Every 

Jjone is on the alert there; but still no clue to trace the offenders.’ The fires at 

Young, Colonel. Kieth, De/hi, 1857 (London and Edinburgh, 1902), p. 2. 
Kaye and Malleson, I, 409n. Martineau’s letter to the Assistant Adjutant General is quoted in 
Cave-Browne, I, 45. 
Kaye and Malleson, 1, 413. 
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Ambala had begun in the last week of March and continued to the beginning of ‘Tl 

May. 

The growing symptoms of excitement could also be read in incidents at 

other places, such as the refusal of the 7th Oudh Irregular Infantry to accept the 

new cartridges. It was however at Meeiut, one of the largest of military stations 

in British India and the headquarters of the Bengal Artillery, that events moved to 

a crisis. Meerut seems to have been an important centre of the secret activities of 

the Revolutionary leaders. Besides the “fires” we have recorded evidence of the 

agents of the Revolutionaries visiting the place probably to give final touches to 

their propaganda campaign. “The emissary of evil,” writes Sir John Kaye, “who 

in some shape or other, was stalking across the country, was at Mirath in the 

guise of a wandering Fakir, or religious mendicant, riding on an elephant, with 

many followers. That he was greatly disturbing the minds of men was certain; so 

the Police authorities ordered him to depart. He moved; but it was believed that 

he went no farther than the Lines of the Native regiments.”'* Commissioner 

Willam’s Narrative refers to him as “one of the many emissaries who were 

moving about the country appeared at Mirath in April....” he was asked to leave 

the place and apparently he complied with the orders of his externment, “but. it is 

said, he stayed some time in the Lines of the 20th Native Infantry.”'* The Faqir’s 

Visit had not remained a secret, because references were made to it even in the | 

press.” 

The storm bursts, 10 May 

The outbreak of the revolution at Meerut on 10 May was precipitated by 

the indiscreet actions of the officers stationed there. They knew that the sepoys 

had been worked up and yet they dealt with them as if there was nothing unusual 

in what had been happening at places where Regiments of the Bengal Army were 

To find out the offenders a reward of Rs. 1000/- was notified but no clue could be found. It 

was however generally believed that the sepoys did it, and that it was under deliberate 

planning. Ths Joint Magistrate of the cantonment of Ambala writes to the Commissioner, Cis- 

Sutiej States, under 4 May. 1857: “......and were it the act of only one or two or even a few 

persons the well-disposed sepoys would at once have come forward and forthwith informed; 

but there is an organized leagued conspiracy existing, | feel confident, and though all and 

every individual composing a regiment may not form part of the conbination, still | am of 

opinion that such a league in each corps is known to exist, and such being upheld by the 

majority, or rather connived at, therefore it is that no single man dares to come forward and 

expose it.” It is difficult not to agree with the arguments given above. See Mutiny Records: 

Correspondence (Lahore. 1911), VII, part I. pp 11. 

Kaye and Malleson, I, 415. 
Meerut Narrative (Unpublished Records) quoted in Kaye and Malleson, I, 415-16 n. 
The Delhi Gazette referred to his visit in its issue dated 7 May 1857 in following words: “A 

letter from Meerut mentions that a fakeer—painted yellow. and in sufficiently good 

circumstances to ride an elephant when he takes his airing—has taken up his abode near the 

Soorajkoond. He is said to have come from Philloor or Putteeala, and we imagine the 

authorities will have their eyes on him.” 

13 

15 
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| 
| 

| stationed. Even the Officer Commanding the 3rd Regiment of the Native 
| Cavalry, Colonel Smyth, had ample opportunities of feeling the pulse of the 
} army. Earlier in the year he had visited the fair at Hardwar where the revolt of the 
) 19th was freely discussed.'® There is evidence on record to show that discussions 
\ on religious topics were sometimes held between the British soldiers and the 
Hindu and Muslim sepoys of the Army. In fact one contemporary writer makes a 

| definite statement that the sudden outburst of the Army at Meerut was the scquel 
_ of a heated religion dtscussion. “One day in the fasting month of the said \car of 
| hijrah corresponding to the month of May of the Christian year” writes Kliwayah 
| Bashir Lakhnawi, “the Indian soldiers, the sawars and the selingahy, started 
discussions on religious topics; these soon developed into a quarrel: the parties 
rushed to arms and individuals began to fight.” This is an important statement 
and explains the premature and precipitate outbreak of the Revolution! 

Later, Smyth, during his visit to the hill station of Mussoorie, is stated to 
have heard about the progress of events at Ambala. He informed the 
Commander-in-Chief about the dangerous state of the Army.'* It is. therefore, 
surprising that he did not foresee any danger in calling his Regiment to parade: 
on the contrary, he thought that he would allay the excitement by telling them 
‘hat in future they would not have to bite the cartridges.'’ The orders of the 
parade were given on 23 April for the following morning, only ninety 
skirmishers from different troops were to attend. Smyth was informed by the 
Havildar-Major that the men of the Ist Troop would not receive the cartridges. 
Captain H. C. Craigie, Commander of a Troop, wrote to the Adjutant: “Go at 
once to Smyth and tell him that the men of my troop have requested in a body 
hat the skirmishing tomorrow morning may be countermanded ... and that the 
egiment will become budnam if they fire any cartridges...... This ts a most 
‘erious matter and we may have the whole reigment in mutiny in half an hour if 
his be not attended to.’*’ Smyth was, however, determined to see his orders 
carried out.”! The parade was held and the Colonel explained the reasons for 
wrdering it to the ninety men who were called, but when the cartridges were 
\erved, they were refused by all except five”; “they would get a bad name,” was 

Cf Kaye ad Malleson, II, 32. 
Lakhnawi, p. 21. 
Kaye and Malleson, II, 33. 
It is interesting to note that Colonel] Smyth, when later criticized for his action, stated that he 
had done it deliberately. By precipitating the outbreak of the revolt, he thought. he had upset 
the plans of the Revolutionaries for a simultaneous rising throughout the subcontinent. C/ 
Kaye and Malleson. II. 81. 
State Papers, |, 228. 
It could not have been a mere accident that fires in Meerut commenced on the night preceding 
the parade. Nor was it without significance that one of the first buildings set on fire was the 
house of a sipahi, Brijmohan (the son of a pig-keeper), who was a great favourite of Colonel 
Smyth. He had been dismissed from the Infantry for theft but had managed to get himself 
enlisted in the Cavalry under a different name. He had used the cartridge on the same day (23 
April) and had thus earned the abomination of the sepoys. Cf Kaye and Malleson, II, 34-35. 
For their names, see State Papers, 1, 228. 7 
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their excuse. The Colonel made another appeal, saying: “You see the havildar- 

major has used one;” but the sepoys remained adament and “I ordered the 

Adjutant to dismiss the men.” Colonel Smyth’s action was not liked by General 

Hewitt, the seventy year old Commander of the Meerut Division of the Army. He 

thought that slight discretion on his part could have easily aveited the open 

mutiny of the Regiment. However, now that the Regiment had “committed an 

offence” he ordered an enquiry into the matter. Among the witnesses who were 

the oldest troopers of the Regiment one at least, Mawla Bakhsh, had the 

“insolence of manner to assert that “1 have doubts about the cartridges. They 

may look exactly like the old ones, but how do I know that pig’s fat has not been 

smeared over them?” The*Court, however, did not pay much heed to this 

statment and gave their opinion that adequate cause could not be assigned for the 

disobedience of the Regiment. This report went to the Judge Advocate-General 

who recommended that all those who had refused to take the cartridges should be 

court-martialled. The Commander-in-Chief accepted this recommendation and 

necessary orders were issued for a court martial.”° The tribunal met on 6 May and 

finished its work within three days. All the eighty-five men were found guilty by 

fourteen out of fifteen members of the Court and sentenced to imprisonment and 

hard labour for ten years. The whole trial was, to quote Kaye’s expression, “a 

grim formality.” “Every man,” he writes, “felt that his condemnation was certain, 

and sullenly abided the issue.” They did not put forward a defence; in fact, they 

were heading towards a Revolution. 

When in due course the proceedings of the court martial came to General 

Hewitt he found no justification for showing any mercy to the majority of the 

prisoners, because “there has been no acknowledgement of error — no 

expression of ragret—no pleading for mercy.” He was, however, struck by the 

young age of some of them and remitted their sentence by one-half, because they 

had not been more then five years in the service. The sentence of all the prisoners 

was carried into effect on the morning of 9 May.”’ 

The entire forces stationed at Meerut were to attend the parade to be held 

on the ground of the 60th Rifles, the 3rd Cavalry having been ordered to attend 

Ibid., |. 230. The Court was comprised of the following officers: 

President Subahdar-Major Thakur Awustee (N. 1.) 

Members Subahdar-Gunga Deen Doobey (N. I.) 

Subahdar-Ram Churn (Light Cavalry) 

Subahdar-Gunnesh Singh (N. I.) 

Subahdar Goolab Khan (Light Cavalry) 

Subahdar Buxees Sing (N. I.) 

Jamadar Fyze Khan (Light Cavalry). 

Kaye and Malleson. II, 34. 

Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry. See State Papers. 1, 236. 

The tribunal was comprised of 15 Indian officers of whom six were Muslims and nine were 

Hindus. Among the accused it may be noted forty-nine were Muslims and thirty-six were 

Hindus Cf Kaye and Malleson, II, 35. 

Cf Forest, G. W., A History of the Indian Mutiny (London, 1904), I, 33. 27 
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unmounted. The officers suspected trouble and had. therefore. dispersed. the 
European troops and the Artillery in such a Way that the sepoys could be 
instantaneously shot on the slightest show of insubordination The eivhty-five 
men condemned by the court martial were now brought under guard: they were 
in their reigimental uniforms. The sentence was then read aloud: uniforms were 
taken off their backs: and the smiths were ordered to hammer the fetters on thei 
ankles. “As each culprit was marched forward,” says General Roberts. “he called 
on his comrades to rescue him. but no response came from the raul 
Evidently a response from the sepoys inthe face of the precautionar 
arrangements would have been an act of folly. Afier the parade the prisoners 
were marched down the lines and escorted to the jail apparently to the 
satisfaction of the authorities on the spot.’ The folly of the course followed by 
the officers was however so apparent that the procedure was approved neither by 
the Commander-in-Chief nor by the Governor-General Canning wrote: “The 
rivetting of the men’s fetters on parade, occupying, as it did, several hours. in the 
presence of many who were already ill-deposed, and tiany who believed in the 
cartridge fable must have stung the brigade to the quick.” After referring to the 
remarks of the Governor-General, a modern English historian writes: “No act of 
folly could have led to results more fatal. The native troopers, maddened by the 
Spectacle, at once prepared for revolt from the English rule, and in order to rescue 
their comrades resolved to dare the worst extremity.” 

One obvious result of this demonstrational method of punishment was that rumours of all sorts became strife both in the cantonment and the town. It was already in the air that two thousand fetters were ready for the Hind-Pakistani soldiers; now a rumour spread that European soldiers would suddenly attack and destroy the sepoy Regiments and that the morning parade was only the beginning and an experimental measure for a bigger and a more decisive action. News also found its way to the dinner table of the Commissioner that “the walls had been placarded with a Muhammadan proclamation calling upon the people to rise jagainst the English“! The feeling of self-complaisancy had, however, {completely overwhelmed the authorities and none of them took these reports » |seriously: they were all dismissed with “indignant belief”. This gave the sepoys time to make a hasty plan.” Sunday had to be utilized: it was only on that day 

Roberts. Field-Marshall Earl, Forty-one years in India, (London, 1897). 1.81 The same evening General Hewitt reported to the Commander-in-Chief that “the majority of the prisoners seemd to feel acutely the degradation.” but “the remainder of the Native troops are behaving steady and soldierlike.” State Papers. 1, 247. 
Forrest, 1, 34. 
Kaye and Malleson, II, 39. 
The European and Hind-Pakistani quarters in the cantonment of Meerut were separate: between them lay a space covered by gardens. trees and also some shops. The distance between the European and Indian barracks was enough to keep the noctural activities of one quarter hidden from the residents of the other. The barracks of the sepoys were to the south of the European quarters, and at a short distance to the south of the former lay the town. Thus, contact between the sepoys and the town was not only easy but could also remain a secret as 

Marfat.com 



352 1857 IN THE MUSLIM HISTORIOGRAPHY 

that a surprise attack could be made on the Europeans when most of them would 

be in their churches. In spite of the utmost efforts of the sepoys to keep their 

plans secret the morning of the fateful Sunday (10 May) presented signs which, 

though they went unnoticed at the moment were undoubtedly a pointer to the 

events that were to follow a few hours later. The Hind-Pakistani servants of the 

European barracks and their officers absented themselves from duty; though a 

significant circumstance, it was considered to be just accidental. In the sepoys’ 

barracks, on the other hand, unwanted activity could be noticed; men of all types 

were coming from the neighbouring villages and were trying to arm themselves 

as best as they could. The morning services having passed off quietly, the 

European population was lulled into lounging through the heats of the summer 

midday. As the sun went down the chaplains began to prepare themselves for the 

evening service. The wife of one of them was warned by a devoted nurse that 

there was danger and precautions were necessary; “O, madam,” said the poor 

woman, “don’t go to the church this afternoon.” These words were uttered just at 

the moment when the chaplain was ready to enter his carriage which was at the 

door. “Hearing this singular request,” says he, “addressed to my wife I naturally 

enough enquired, ‘why should not madam go to church, this evening?’ The 

servant replied, ‘Because there will be a fight.’ | asked, ‘Who will fight?” The 

woman answered, ‘The sepoys.’ Of course, I could not give any credence to such 

a statement.”** The reaction of Mrs. Rotton was different. She was frightened and 

unnerved by the warning: ‘‘to quiet my wife’s fear, | consented to both the 

children accompanying us in the carriage, together with this faithful servant, who 

was to take charge of them in the church compound while divine service was 

being solemnized.”** The chaplain soon found that the maid-servant’s warning 

was not baseless; the “sounds of musketry and pillars of smoke ascending into 

the air” convinced him that “mischief had already commenced”. 

The sepoys did not know that in view of the increasing heat of the season 

the evening church parade had been fixed half-an-hour later than on the previous 

Sunday. This, according to some authorities, saved the Euorpeans from total 

destruction in Meerut. It has been argued that if the sepoys had waited till the 

60th Rifles were gathered into the church nothing could have prevented them 

far as the Euorpean soldiers were concerned When the storm burst the people of the town 

“were armed and ready for the onslaught before the sepoys commenced the attack: plainly 

showing how perfectly they were aware of what was to happen.” Roberts. I, 85. 

A contemporary Hindu writer tells us that the sepoys had meetings and consultations 

among themselves and also with the people of the city. He writes: “The friends of the accused 

spent the whole night of the 9th and morning of the 10th in consulting the sepoys of the 11th 

and 20th Regiments and also men of the bazaar as to what were the best ways and means of 

freeing the prisoners.” Pundit Kanhayya Lal Maharbah-i-A ‘zim (Newal Kishore Press, 

Lucknow, 1916), p. 43 

Rotton, John Edward Wharton, The Chaplain's Narrative of the Siege of Delhi (London, 

1858). p. 3 
Ibid. 
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from overpowering the crowded soldiers.” It was about half past six that the 
sepoys of “the 20th Regiment of N. 1. turned out with arms.” The 3rd Regiment 
of Light Cavalry rushed to the jail, broke into the cells and liberated the ciety 
five men, who had been imprisoned after the court martial, alone with the other 
prisoners numbeing about 1200."” 

Meanwhile the Infantry Regiments had become active. Some ot thei 
officers rushed to the lines and tried to persuade their men to desist trom the 

| course they had taken. Colonel Finnis, a good soldier and a popular officer. was 
addressing his men and imploring them to be faithful, when a young recruit of 
the 20th fired at him and wounded his horse: another shot hit him and then 
followed a volley; the Colonel fell dead. riddled with bullets. > This was the 
signal for a general rising of the sepoys, which soon spread over almost the 
whole of the cantonment area. With the coming darkness of the night they started 
putting the houses to fire. The situation worsened because the riff-raffs from the 
town and the neighbouring villages started plundering the people. The worst 
offenders, to quote S. N. Sen’s words, “came from the slums of the city The 
city police readily joined hands with them. The officiating Kotwal, Dhanna 
Singh, was a Gujar and his men came mostly from that lawless tribe. At this 
crisis he had no control over them and their passion for plunder got better of their 
good sense. The unsuspecting wayfarers were ruthlessly robbed and murdered 
and Indian citizens suffered at their hands equally with the Europeans. The house 
of Babu Birbal was burnt down and the wine shop of Kailash Chandra Gosh. a 
Bengali, was attacked.” This, however, is only a part of the picture. There are 
cases on record to show that the horrors of the night were interspersed by signal 
deeds of individual mercy and sympathy. The graphic and often eraggerated 
accounts of the incidents of this night present an overdrawn and misleading 
picture of the outbreak of the “mutiny” at Meerut. The stories related by some of 
the contemporary writers and the views of later historians formed on their basis 
‘leave an impression that the sepoys had become madcaps and were out for total 
destruction. Gough, for instance, refers to the activities of the sepoys as those of 
“absolutely a maddened crowd of fiends and devils™..."’ Sir John Kaye calls ita 
“night of horror such as History has rarely recorded:'! Forrest records that “half 
mad with excitement and aided by the scum of the city, the sepoy began the work 

Cf. Forrest, I, 35n. 
General Hewitt’s report to the Adjutant-General, dated 11 May. See Stare Papers. 1. 249 
Ibid. Also see Ball. I, 57. 
Kaye does not accept this view. “The troopers of the 3rd Cavalry.”* he writes. “at that time had 
no other work in hand but the rescue of their comrades. The other prisoners in the goal were 
not released, the buildings were not fired and the European goaler and his family were left 
unmolested.’ Kaye and Malleson, II, 43. 
Gough, General Sir H., Old Memories (Edinburg, 1897). p. 39: also see Kaye and Malleson. 
Il, 44. 
Sen, op. cit., p. 62. 
Gough, General Sir, H., Old Memories (Edinburgh. 1897), pp. 27-28 
Kaye and Malleson, II, 51. 
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of pillage and murder.” Instances of similar comments could be easily 

multiplied but hard facts of history do not present such a dark picture as these 

writers would like us to imagine. The casualties were by no means 

considerable.’ and for plundering the main responsiblity rests on the Gujars and 

other riff-raffs of the city and the neighbouring villages. 

The aim of the sepoys was to overthrow the administrative machinery, 

rather than murder a plunder the people; “they did not attack their own officers, 

but warned them to get away, telling them the Company’s ‘raj’ was at an end. 

This is fully borne out by the conduct of the sepoys, although they were ina state jj 

of excitement. They set fire to the officers’ bungalows and Government 

buildings, on which they could lay their hands, and cut the electric wire,’ with a | 

view to paralize the administration, which, of course was the object of the | 

Revolution.’ It would be difficult to ignore the fact that soon after the | 

commencement of the rising the cry was raised. “Quick, brother, quick: Delhi, | 

Delhi!’”’ The 3rd Light Cavalry was soon on the ride and “scarcely drawing rein | 

on the way, were pricking on, in hot haste, all through the moonlight night for 

Delhi.” Behind them toiled on the footmen of the Infantry Regiments. Their 

march to Delhi was not systematic; small parties seem to have been on the road |) 

throughout the night. A Hindu businessman of Delhi, who was on his way to 

Meerut, saw a party of the sawars near the Hindan river soon after midnight and 9 

met another, four miles further on the road."® Early in the morning the advance j 

* Forrest, I, 36 

Sen also holds the same view; “.....there is no clear account of further events except that there 

was a mad orgy of arson, pillage and murder in which no distinction of age or sex was made.” 

Sen. op. cit. p. 60. 

According to Field-Marshall Roberts “besides Colonel Finnis. seven officers, three officers’ 

wives, two children, and every stray European man, woman and child in the outskirts of the 

cantonments were massacred.” Roberts, I, 85. 

The number of stray cases could not have been large because once it was known that the 

sepoys had revolted the Europeans must have rushed back to their houses or other places of 

safety. Rev. T. C. Smyth, a protestant chaplain posted at Meerut, says: Mr. Rotton and I have 

buried thirty-one of the murdered, but there are others whose bodies have not as yet been 

brought in.” See Ball, 1, 65. 

“Cf Roberts, I, 84. 
We have on record a number of incidents which indicate the temper of the Revolutionaries. It 

is beyond doubt that they were out not for the total destruction of European life but for 

violent Revolution. The wife of an officer of the 3rd Cavalry, in a letter, dated 14 May, write 

“Eliza and I were driving to the church, when we saw rioters pouring into the road, armed with 

clubs and swords. They warned us back, and we reached home safely.” Quoted in Ball, I, 60. 

45 General Hewitt’s Report (para. 4) in State Papers, |, 250. 

4° The view expressed by some writers that the sepoys had been overwhelmed by the fear that 

the European soldiers would distroy them has been accepted by Sen. He writes: “Fear had 

driven the sepoys wild but the worst outrages were not committed by them.” See p. 60. Fat 

more correct, however, is Kaye’s remark; “It is hard to believe that on that Sabbath evening! 

single Native soldier had discharged his piece without a belief, in his inmost heart, that he wa 

going straight to martyrdom. See Kaye, II, 57. 

Forrest, I. 36 

Sen, p. 64. 

47 
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parties were before the Mughul capital of Delhi, and by 8 o'clock they were 
knocking at the gate of the Red Fort.”” 

Indecision of the European officers 

An important issue connected with the outbreak of the revolt at Meerut is 
the inaction of the Europeans and their failure to go. in pursuit of the 
Revolutionaries on their march to Delhi. The number of European forces 

| stationed at Meerut was by no means inconsiderable; their officers hav. 
| consequently been censured for cowardice and indecision. It would be untair. 

however, not to consider the circumstances under which they worked. The 
sepoys were thoroughly acquainted with the military system of the ¢ ompany and 
the weaknesses of their officers. They had made their plans, keeping these factors 
in view, and it was for this reason that their tactics proved to be so effective in 
paralizing the efforts of the European officers. Colonel Smyth, Commander of 
the 3rd Light Cavalry, proved unequal to the task. He did not immediately rush to 
his Lines on hearing about the rise of his men: on the contrary, he went to the 
Commissioner’s house, then to the General’s and lastly to the Brigadier’s and 
thus “he went everywhere but to his Regiment.” To have avoided going to the 
Lines was undoubtedly an act of cowardice, but Smyth probably had guessed 
what later history proved that he would have surely met the same fate as Colonel 
Finnis when talking to his men.©’ However, Smyth passed the night at the 
headquarters of the Division under the safety of field-guns and rifles 

Brigadier Wilson, Commander of the station, behaved in a different 
manner. The moment he heard of the outbreak he took his horse and galloped to 
the parade ground of the Rifles, issuing orders at the same time that the Artillery 
and the Carabineers were to join him there. He ordered the Rifles who had 
assembled to go to the church to arm themselves and reassemble. When they got 
teady for action he sent one Company to the Collector’s court to save the 
\Treasury and another to protect the barracks. In the meantime the Artillery also 
arrived.” Leading them and the remaining Companies of the Rifles he marched 
down upon the Lines of the Native Infantry in search of the “mutineers”. But 
here was not a single person in the Lines: they had dispersed, “in what direction 
e had no means of ascertaining, it being quite dark at the time, the moon not 

‘rising until nearly nine o’clock.” Wilson continues: “I requested the Major- 
erneral Hewitt’s orders as to what he would further wish done. At the same 
ime I gave my opinion that from the hubbub and noise proceeding from the Sadr 

‘Jand city, the sepoys had moved round in the direction of the European portion of 

Memoirs of Hakim Ahsanullah Khan (ed. S. Moinul Haq, Karachi, 1958), p. 1. 
The example of Captain Carnegie and his subaltern, Clarke, has been quoted as an argument 
against Smyth. Carnegie was able to keep his troops under control and had made an attempt to 
rescue the prisoners in the jail. 
es Carabineers had lost the way and could Join Wilson only when he was returning from the 
-L Lines. 
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the cantonment (this was my firm conviction at the time), and recommended that 4 

the brigade should march back for its protection, it being so weakly guarded.” \ 

General Hewitt accepted the recommendation and the brigade was marched back. 

What puzzled, almost bewildered, the European officers was the fact that on their | 

march back past the Sadr Bazar and the blazing bungalows “no armed men were iM 

seen.” Wilson adds that only a few unarmed plunderers were found there, “the 4 

rest having vanished on the approach of the brigade.” Not being aware of the 

plans of the Revolutionaries and prejudiced by the idea that they had done all that 

under a mortal fear of being annihilated by the Europeans, it is no wonder that it | 

did not occur to Hewitt, Willson or any other officer on the spot that the sepoys | 

could have gone to Delhi, A junior officer offered to go after them with a } 

squadron of his troops and some Horse Artillery. The offer was not accepted, } 

because. Rotton truly points out, “our military authorities were paralysed. No one 4 

knew what was best to do, and nothing was accordingly done.” i) 

By their premature rising, however, the sepoys at Meerut had anticipated | 

the course of the Revolution. They did not realize that they had done great harm 

to their cause, but in marching to Delhi they adopted the only right course under} 

the circumstances. 
>? 

DELHI: 11 MAY 

The Meerut sepoys proceed to Delhi 

The sepoys at Meerut seem to have decided to go to Delhi after some 

discussion." It was the capital of the Mughul Emperor who still occupied the 

throne and claimed de jure sovereignty over vast territories. True, Bahadur Shal 

Was no more than a monarch in name, depending upon a pish-kash (lit. a present 

from the Company; but his ancestors had governed the people of the subcontine 

with great success and had made a remarkable contribution to its civilisation. Th 

Mughul throne had become almost a sacred institution, and its occupant an object 

of universal respect. The eighty-two year old Emperor, Bahadur Shah, wa 

greatly handicapped ‘by the circumstances in which he was passing his days 

Neverthless, it was inconceivable that if the subcontinent was to be ruled by 

Hind-Pakistani he could be a person other than the occupant of the Mughi 

throne. For more than a century the Mughul Emperors had been puppets in thi 

hands of ambitious ministers or powerful vassals, yet. it had never occured to afl 

of them to bring the Timurid dynasty to an end. Even the British authorities hat 

Wilson's explanation submitted to the Headquarters dated 18 October. 1857. See State Papel 

1, 260-62 

Rotton, p. 7. 

“Some suggested that they shou 

imperial city, only forty miles away 

destination indicates that the Meerut sepoys knew that it was one 0 

Movement. 

53 

ld set off in a body for Rohilkhand; others preferred # 

* Sen, p. 63. The suggestion of Rohilkhand as a possi? 

f the strongholds oft 

s4 
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considered it unwise to close the chapter of the de jure sovereignty of the 
Emperor. The public crier still prefaced the proclamation of the Company's 
orders with the words: “People belong to God, the Empire belongs to. the 
Emperor, and the order is trom the Company Bahadur.” To an Englishman the 
contents of the public crier’s proclamations may have appeared meaningless. but 
the Hind-Pakistanis fully understood its significance: the Empire did belone to 
the Emperor, no matter who governed it on his behalf or even against his will 
The Meerut sepoys knew that after the overthrow of the Company ’s authori, a 
new Government would have to be set up and nowhere could this be done more 
conveniently than in the historic palace of Shahjahan, Other considerations also 
went in favour of Delhi: it was a fortified city with a wall, and a ditch 
surrounding it and had considerable stores of munition, and lastly, the number ot 
European soldiers there was negligible. Comparatively speaking, Delhi was a 
centrally situated town, and since the establishment of Muslim rule in upper 
Hind-Pakistan early in the thirteenth century it had been the seat of the 
Government except for some short intervals. This had given ita sanctity in the 
eyes of the people: besides, for centuries it had been the chief centre of the 
cultural, political, and economic life of the Muslims.” 

Delhi had changed its site and topography, as also its name. under the 
various dynasties of Muslim rulers. The town which became the centre ot the 
Revolution of 1857 was known as Shahjahanabad after its builder. Emperor 
Shahjahan. It lay, like its predecessors, on the right bank of the Jamuna: the other 
three sides were surrounded by stone and brick wall and a wide ditch nearly 
twenty-four feet deep. The wall was pierced by a number of Gates: among these 
the Kashmir Gate in the north, the Kabul and Lahore Gates in the west and the 
Delhi Gate in the south were important: on the eastern side a little to the south of 
the Red Fort was the Rajghat Gate. To the north of the Fort, and not far from it 
was the Calcutta Gate which commanded the passage to the bridge of boats. The 
(Gates were built of stone and had quarters for city guards. The Kashmir Gate was 
the main exit of the city towards the north, and as such the nearest entrance to it 
‘from the side of the famous Ridge and the British cantonments. Naturally, 
‘therefore, it became the most important scene of fighting between the 
» Revolutionaries and their British besiegers.”” 

Within the town the Red Fort (Lal Qil'ah) the residence of the Emperor, 
as undoubtedly the main centre of activ ity. After fifty long and dreary years of 

Zaka Allah. Khan Bahadur Shams al-’Ulama Muhammad, Tarikh-i- Uruj-i-Ahd-i-Saltanat-1- Inglishyah-i-Hind (Delhi, 1904), p. 662 
In medieval Persian literature. Delhi is often mentioned as hadrat, an honorific title used for 
Persons commanding respect. See, for instance. al-Kirmani, Muhammad Mubarak al-*Alawi. 
Siyar al-Awliya (Delhi, 1302 H.) p. 581 
In later works there are numerous references to the high status of Delhi as a centre of cultural activities. Some of these may be seen in Fughan-i-Dihli (ed. by Kawkab. T. H., Lahore, 1954) 
“The Cashmere Gate had been renewed not many years before the outbreak by Colonel 
Edward Smith of the Engineers.” Metcalfe, Charles Theophilus. 7wo Native Narratives of the 
Mutiny in Dethi (London, 1898), p. 23. 
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negotiation between the Emperor and the Company on the question of the 

former’s status and privileges, the jurisdiction of the discendant of ‘Alamgir had 

shrunk to the area covered by this fortress. Shah ‘Alam II and after him, his two 

successors always maintained that the de jure sovereignty vested in the Emperor 

and that the Company was governing the Empire on his behalf. The British 

statesmen had, however, continuously followed the policy of gradually clipping 

the privileges of the Emperor, ultimately they had reduced him to a mere 

figurehead.”* 

The sepoys enter the city 

Broken by age, worries and frustration, Bahadur Shah tried to console his 

injured heart by spending most of his time in prayers and writing poetry. No 

doubt, he was interested in Sufism and had actually started enlisting disciples”, 

but it would be wrong to conclude that he had no interest in safeguarding the 

prestige of the Empire or restoring it to its former position. In the course of his 

efforts to retain his sovereignty his feeling had been deeply injured by the 

attitude of the British authorities. It was, therefore, obvious that he would always 

welcome an opportunity of throwing ff the yoke of their control. This 4 

opportunity came to him on the morning of 11 May, 1857; after his morning /- 

prayers he was engaged in his wazifah (devotions) in the Muthamman Burj when 

he was suddenly disturbed by the shouts of the troopers.” The sawars, now 

clamouring for admittance, were an advanced party of the 3rd Light Cavalry; 

“scarcely drawing rein on the way” they had managed to cover in the night the 

forty odd miles that separated Meerut from Delhi. In the early hours of the day 

they crossed the Jamuna by the bridge of boats, having set fire to the toll house 

which lay on the left bank of the river! As the door of the passage leading down 

the riverside was closed, the troopers addressed the Emperor from below the 

walls of the Fort. In reply to enquiries made by Hakim Ahsan Allah Khan and 

others who had been directed by the Emperor to meet the troopers they related 

See chapter I, for negotiations. 

59 The famous poet Ghalib refers to this in the following lines: 

o aT w» Par Aa 

Ow af Fatt 

1 Ap y ol Gos oe 

a) a SF uf wot 

(Tr.— Shibli talks of (divine) love from the pulpit; our Emperor speaks on the secrets of lov 

from the Throne. 

Here kingship and mendicancy are united together; the Ruler of the day is the qutb of world.) 

60 Zahir Dihlawi. Dastan-i-Ghadr, (Lahore, 1955) p. 70. 

°\ For some interesting details see The Trial of Muhammad Bahadur Shah (ed. by H. LO 

Garrett, Lahore 1932). 
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the circumstances under which they had risen and appealed to the Emperor, 
crying, “Help O King! We pray for assistance in our fight for the faith” 

Bahadur Shah who was completely taken by surprise’ told the troopers, 
that he was a mere faqir, passing his days in retirement, and had neither money 
nor forces to assist them. In the meantime the Commandant of the Palace. 
Captain Douglas, having arrived at the scene, the Emperor came to the Davar-r- 
‘Am and asked him to do something. Douglas offered to go downstairs and speak 
to the sawars, but Hakim Ahsan Allah stopped him and said: “You have no 
armed soldiers with you. They have firearms. You oughtn’t go near them 

_ Douglas then went to the balcony and asked the sawars not to annoy the 
Emperor. Baffled in their attempt to enter the Fort at this point they went to the 
Calcutta Gate which was also closed. They next tried the Rajghat Gate, where the 
doors were opened to receive them.” Referring to the first batch of the 
Revolutionaries who entered the city, Sayyid Mubarak Shah says that they were 
the seven troopers of the 3rd Cavalry who had burnt the toll house before 
crossing the river. “As they rode on,” adds Kaye, “with the cry of ‘Din, Din,’ 
they were followed by an excited Muhammadan rabble.“ They marched along 
the road which passed below the Sunahri Masjid’ and killed Doctor Chaman 
Lall, a Hindu convert to Christianity. This was perhaps the first act of violence. 
although Zahir says that a priest who lived in a house on that road was killed 
before the doctor.°* 

° Holmes, p. 105. 
Mubarak Shah who was kotwal of Delhi during the Revolution, says that the Emperor offered 
to do “his utmost to get their crime pardoned”. In reply the sawars said: *....we have already 
commenced a jehad and have come to Delhi considering you the Mahomedan King. You will 
see what will happen.” I. O. MS. of R. M. Edward’s English translation of Mubarak Shah's 
narrative of the seige of Delhi, ff. 7-8. 

4 Evidently he had no knowledge of the premature outbreak at Meerut 
tS Memoirs, p. 1. 
5 } Who opened the Rajghat Gate to let the Revolutionaries in is a mystery. Kaye, without quoting 

his authority, says, it “was opened to them by the Muhammadans of Thauba-Bazaar.” Kaye 
and Malleson, II, 58. 
Zahir holds the Hindus to be responsible for it; they were returning from their morning bath in 
the Jamuna and finding it closed they asked the guards to open it. When the guards refused to 
comply with their demand they broke the lock and entered the Gate by force. Zaka Allah says 
that a ‘disloyal’ najib did it. He also speaks of a rumour that a mysterious person dressed in 
green came to the Gate, opened it and disappeared. Mubarak Shah corroborates Zaka Allah's 
version that the Gate was opened by a najib. Zaka Allah, p. 410; Zahir Dihlawi, p. 86, 
Mubarak Shah, f. 6. 
Kaye and Malleson, II, 58. 
Sunahri Masjid: There were at least three mosques in Delhi known by this name. The one 
mentioned here is situated at a distance of about one hundred yards from the Fort. It was built 
by Jawid Khan in the time of Emperor Ahmad Shah (1748-54). It was called ‘Golden Mosque’ 
because originally its three domes and towers were covered with gold plate. These domes 
were repaired by Bahadur Shah in 1852. For a description of the mosque see Ahmad, Bashir 
al-Din, Waqi‘at-i-Dar al-Hukumat-i-Dihli, Shamsi Press, Agra, 1919, II, 118-122. 
Zahir Dihlawi, p. 87. 
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Commissioner Fraser and some other Europeans killed 

The reports of the arrival of troopers from Meerut had now spread all 

over the city; the officers were alerted but they found themselves helpless. The 

Commissioner, Simon Fraser, on hearing the report of these occurences, rushed 

towards the Fort to inform the Commandant and persuade the sipahi guards of 

the city to remain loyal.” Finding that Captain Douglas was with the Emperor, 

Fraser returned to the Calcutta Gate, leaving a message that the Commandant 

should follow him. Soon after Fraser’s arrival there, other officers, too, came in 

and joined him: Metcalfe came from the Magazine where he had gone to obtain a 

couple of guns for guarding the bridge; subsequently Hutchinson and Douglas 

also arrived there. It was however, all'too late now, the troopers had crossed the 

bridge and held possession of the Gate. 

Fraser was trying to argue with the troopers when one of them fired at 

him. but he missed the aim. Fraser seized the musket of a najib, who was nearby, 

shot dead the leaders of the party, entered the buggy and proceeded to the Lahore 

Gate of the Fort; Douglas. who had also been with him, threw himself into the 

ditch.” Fraser managed to enter the window of the Gate and had it locked; 

Douglas, having been severely wounded, was carried into the Palace by a few 

chaprasis, who had followed him, and was taken upstairs. Fraser, however, 

stayed”! downstairs and tried in vain to make an appeal to the Revolutionaries to 

stop violence. As he was addressing the noisy crowd with a sword in his hand “a 

man named Mughul Beg, an orderly of the Palace Guards, rushed upon him and 

clove his cheek to the bone.” The excited crowd now forced their way upstairs 

into the apartments where Douglas and Hutchinson were killed along with their 

°° Murinal-Din says that Hutchinson, Collector and Magistrate of Delhi, was informed by Baldeo 

Singh, Daru Shah of the Jamuna Bridge that “he had just received information that there had 

been a fight between the European and native troops in Meerut, and that the latter were 

marching straight upon Delhi, .....The Collector directed him to return to his post and have the 

gate leading to the bridge. closed, while he himself rushed to the Commissioner's house, woke 

him up from his sleep and told him all that was happening. The chaprasis (peons) at the court 

told Mu‘in al-Din that Fraser had received an urgent letter from Meerut on the previous night 

but as he was feeling drowsy he thrust it into his pocket and went to sleep.” T. N.N., pp. 41- 

42: also see. Cave-Browne. 1, 61 

” — Douglas had left the Fort after his interv iew with the Emperor and seems to have joined Fraser 

somewhere outside it. Mubarak Shah does not mention his leaving the Fort, but he says that 

from the Divan i Khas he went to his quarters (within the Fort) where Fraser had already 

arrived. (f 10) Cave-Browne. however. definitely says that the Commandant went to the 

Calcutta Gate where the officers met, Hutchinson also having arrived there. See Vol. I, p. 61. 

7) Ageording to Hakim Ahsan Allah he went upstairs and later came down to address the crowd. 

Memotrs, p. 2 

Kaye and Malleson, Il, 60. Kaye relies for this version on the statements made by two 

Witnesses. Bakhtawar Singh and Kishan Singh, at the trial of Mughul Beg in 1862. Mubarak 

Shah is positive that “an Afghan Khas-bardar of the King named Khaliq-Dad Khan struck him 

with his ra/war wounding him severely on the face.....” (f, 9). At the trial of Bahadur Shah it 

was also mentioned that the first blow was struck by a seal-engraver, named Haji; Jiwan Lal 

mentions two names, Mughul Beg and Karlik Beg. 7. N. N. p. 80; Trial, p. 238. 
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guests. Douglas had sent word to Hakim Ahsan Allah Khan to come to his 
rescue. When the Hakim accompanied by Sharif’ al-Dawlah, Waki/ of the 

} Emperor, arrived at the spot he found the Commandant lying on a coach. The 

latter asked him “to get me quickly two pal/kiy and some men trom the king” for 

) the ladies; Fraser who was going downstairs asked for two guns. On Ahsan Allah 

Khan’s return to the Diwan-i-Khas the palkis were sent to the Commandant and 

orders were given that the guns should also be sent. In the meantime. however, 

all Europeans in the apartments of Douglas had been killed. 

The sepoys, now nearly fifty in number, forced their way to the Jivc-s 

Khas and loudly proclaimed their arrival in these words: “We have come to figlit 
for our religion and to pay our respect to his Majesty.” The Emperor came out 

and pleaded his helplessness; “I have neither troops, magazine or treasury, | am 

not in a condition to join any one.” They said: “only give us your countenance 

(hamar i sar par hath rakhuji), we will provide every thing.” Bahadur Shah lett 
the place quietly; the sawars now retired to the Mahtah Bagh, © which became 
the rendezvous of the Revolutionary soldiers. 

The sepoys seize control of the town 

Outside the Fort conditions had become worse. Some batches of the 
sepoys had marched into the Daryaganj quarter and set fire to the houses of the 
Europeans and Indian Christians. The machinery of Government broke down and 
the riff-raffs of the city started a campaign of loot. The shops in the bazaars were 
hurriedly closed by their owners and the city was soon in a state of anarchy. It is 
to be noted, however, that the sepoys, at least an overwhelming majority of them, 
were fully conscious of the fact that loot and plunder on a large scale would 
defeat the very purpose of the Revolution. Zahir reproduces an_ interesting 
dialogue between the ‘rebel sawars’ and some of the Emperor's servants. The 
former asked the latter to make necessary arrangements for the supply of 
provisions. When it was pointed out to them that no arrangements could be made 

| as long as the city was in a state of confusion the sepoys offered to stop arson and 
| loot. Accordingly four leading citizens accompanied by the sawars and the 
|| servants of the Emperor went to the Kotwali and asked the public crier to 

| proclaim throughout the city that His Majesty had issued orders that plundering 
must be stopped at once and that anyone found guilty would be treated and 
punished as a criminal.’* The result was that in no time the shops were reopened 

® To this version of Hakim Ahsan Allah may be added the incidrnt related by Zahir that the 
sawars were infuriated at the sight of the cloth which had been brought for the coffin of the 
English officers. They changed hot words with the Hakim and Mahbub “Ali Khan, the chief 

‘a eunuch. Zahir, p. 101; Memoirs, pp. 2-3. 
The proclamation began with the words: “People belong to God, the Empire belongs to the 
Emperor, the order is from the Emperor”. This is significant because it gives an indication of 
the mind of the Revolutionaries: the Company’s authority to govern on behalf of the Emperor 
had come to an end. Cf Zahir, pp. 101-103 
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and the people resumed their normal activities in the bazaars. Hakim Ahsan 

Allah sent Zahir Dihlawi and Risaldar Mazhar Allah Beg to go round the main 

quarters of the city and see if conditions had imrpoved. “Both of us” writes Zahir, 

“rode through the bazaar right up to the Fathpur Masjid and found that 

conditions in the town were gradually becoming normal and some shops had 

already reopened and were under guard; people were buying and selling things 

and the sepoys paid for what they took from the shop-keepers.””* 

By forenoon several Regiments of Infantry besides the troopers of the 

3rd Cavalry had arrived from Meerut and joined their comrades; the sepoys of 

the 38th N. I. who were on duty in the city had already come over to their side. 

Having killed the European officers and some newly-converted Christians, on 

whom they could lay their hands, they now fell upon the Delhi Bank which was 

situated in the heart of the city close to the Chandni Chawk. \ts manager, 

Beresford, his wife and their five children, had taken refuge on the roof of an 

outbuilding and closed its staircase. The Revolutionaries, however, scaled the 

walls in the rear of the building and overpowered their victims; the Bank was 

thoroughly plundered. Zaka Allah says that bags of money were carried away 

even by pious-looking men,” which, however were later seized by the 

Revolutionary forces. The next public building to suffer was the Delhi Gazette 

Press. The startling news that the Meerut “mutineers” were on their way to Delhi 

had been published in what they called Delhi Gazette Extras; by noon the 

printers who had announced the crisis succumbed to it. Besides other property 

the sepoys seized the type of the Press, which could easily be turned into bullets. 

The Church was also attacked but, significantly enough, it was not damaged or 

plundered; only the bells were torn off and the monumental slabs removed from 

the wails. 

Delhi Cantonment 

The military authorities in the cantonment had received information 

about the arrival of the Revolutionaries fairly early.” Without losing time they 

75 Ibid. 

The Revolutionaries, particularly the troopers of the 3rd Cavalry, scrupulously avoided 

plunder; “the Cavalry mutineers from Meerut, as they marched through the streets of Delhi, 

refused to plunder ...” Norton, J. B., The Rebellion in India (London, 1857), p. 14. 

The Hindu Gujars of the neighbouring villages, on the other hand, had rushed into the city and 

started a campaign of loot; they were joined by the riff-raffs of the town. See, Ball, I, 74; 

Mu‘in al-Din definitely states that bands of Gujars had come from the villages of Wazirabad 

and Chandrawal; “Metcalfe House was plundered by the Zemindar of Chandrawal.” T.N.N., Pp: 

54. 

Zaka Allah, p. 414. 

Captain Tytler of the 38th N. I. giving evidence at the trial of the Emperor said: “On the 

morning of the llth May, I think about 9 o’clock one of my servants rushed into the room and 

said Lieutenant Holland had sent over to say that troops were marching on Delhi.” Trial, p. 

168. 
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took action but their efforts, like those of the civilian officers also met with 
failure. Unlike Meerut, there were no European troops at Delhi. The cantonment 
was situated near the village of Rajpur beyond the Ridge. Here at the carly 
sunrise parade the proceedings of the court martial of Iswari Pande had been read 
to the troops—the 38th, the 54th and the 74th Regiments. This had aroused a 
murmur of disapprobation, but the European officers did not think it worth taking 
any notice. Nor had any serious attention been paid to the fact that the Indian 
officers of the Regiments in Delhi, who had sat on the court martial at \lecrut 
could have brought with them information and reports of the disaffection whic) 
was fast spreading among the sepoys. It was, however, certain that on. the 
previous evening a carriage had arrived in the Delhi cantonment; it had brought 
sepoys, but they were not in their regimental uniforms. This carriage had passed 
by the house of Captain Tytler of the 38th N.I. He had sent his servant to see if 
the Subahdar-Major of the Regiment, who had gone to Meerut to sit on the court, 
was in the carriage. The servant had reported; “there are a great number of 
natives in the carriage from Meerut, but none belonging to our regiment.....° > Jat 
Mal, a news writer, said in his evidence at the trial of the Emperor that the arrival 
of the soldiery from Meerut was expected in the palace. “Letters came in from 
Meerut on Sunday, bringing intelligence that 82 soldiers had been imprisoned, 
and that a serious disturbance was to take place in consequence. Owing to this 
the guards at the gate of the Palace made no secret of their intentions, but spoke 
openly of what they expected to occur. which was that some of the troops, after 
mutinying at Meerut would come over to Delhi.” 

Perhaps it is to the bearers of these letters that the author of the Red 
Pamphlet refers when he says: “There can be no doubt that on that afternoon they 
matured their plans for a rise; messengers were despatched to Delhi to inform the 
regiments there of the projected move, and to warn them to be ready to receive 
them on the IIth or 12th.*? It is rather surprising that most of the historians have 
not laid emphasis on this aspect of the problem. The conduct and behaviour of 
the men in the Regiments posted in Delhi and their fraternization with the sepoys 
who had come from Meerut clearly indicates that they did not only know what 
was going to happen in the cantonment on that evening, but were also prepared 
for active participation in the Revolution.*! The English historian, Sir John Kaye, 

Kaye confirms this in these words: “.........before the work of the toilet was at an end our 
people were startled by the tidings that the Native Cavalry from Mirath were forcing their way 
into the city.” Kaye, and Malleson. Vol. II, p. 63. 

8 Trial, p. 168. 
Ibid, p. 123. 
%°  Malleson, Colonel G. B., The Mutiny of the Bengal Army by one who served under Sir Charles 

Napier, commonly known as the Red Pamphlet (London, 1858). p. 36. 
Mubarak Shah describes the meeting of the Hind-Pakistani Regiments in these words: “About 
this time the three Native Infantry Regiments which had been stationed at Delhi, viz. the 74th, 
the 54th and 38th, were marched down the Kashmere gate with the object of expelling the 
Meerut Mutineers from the city. When the 54th had gone a short distance within the walls 
some of the 3rd cavalry appeared and on seeing the regiment their leader rode out in advance 
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is right when he says: “What was said or done in the Lines on that evening and 

during the ensuing night can only be conjectured. But the following morning 

found every regiment ripe for revolt.” 

The 54th commanded by Colonel Ripley was the first Regiment to be 

ordered out for service and move in the direction of the Kashmir Gate. Two of its 

Companies were left behind with Captain De Teisseir to bring the two guns 

which were to go with the Regiment to the city. Not, far from the Kashmir Gate 

was the Main-guard where some men of the 38th were on duty under Captain 

Wallace. By the time that the 54th reached the Main-guard the Revolutionaries 

had also arrived there and won over the men of the 38th. The latter not only 

refused to carry out Wallace’s, orders to fire upon the “mutineers”, but insulted 

him by sneering at him. Ripley now ordered his men of the 54th to fire upon the 

Revolutionary troopers of the 3rd Cavalry, who had assumed a threatening 

attitude. They did fire but only in the air; while the Revolutionaries succeeded in 

killing six officers. Ripley is, however, stated to have declared that he was 

bayoneted by his own men.** De Teisseir’s two guns arrived at the scene, but 

only when the tragedy was over: the Revolutionary troopers had by now retired 

into the city with the sepoys of the Infantry Regiments. The guns were, however, 

posted at the Main-guard. > 

Meanwhile Major Paterson who was now at the Main-guard directed 

Wallace to rush to the cantonment and bring more succour. The 74th commanded 

by Major Abbot was accordingly ordered to march down to the Main-guard 

where it soon arrived with another two guns. Here they anxiously waited for help 

which, they still thought, would soon arrive. When “the agony of waiting for help 

became insupportable”™™ a volunteer offered to ride to Meerut. He had not gone 

far when he was shot dead by men of the 38th. Doctor Batson of the 74th now 

started, disguised as a Hind-Pakistani, for the same destination: he, too, was fired 

upon but escaped, only to be robbed by the villagers.*° 

Jail prisoners released 

When the Infantry Regiments accompanied by the troopers from Meerut 

were marching into the city some of them left the main body, went to the jail and 

and raising his sword above his head reversed it with the point downwards, calling out: 

‘Brother, are you with those of the true faith’, on which the 54th halted to a man; from this it 

would appear that matters had been previously arranged and that parties were acting on a 

preconcerted plan....... The three native infantry regiments now made common cause with the 

cavalry mutineers and accompanied them into the heart of the city.” Mubarak Shah, ff. 11-13. 

Kaye and Malleson, II, 63. 

Colonel Ripley was left on the road by the Revolutionary troopers under the impression that 

he had died. He was. however, picked up by Major Paterson, on his way to the Main-guard, 

who had him put in a conveyance and sent to the cantonments. See, Ball. Vol. I, p. 73; also 

see, Rotton. p. 9. 

Holmes, p. 107. 

Cave-Browne, I, 69-71. 
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asked the guards to open the gates. In the beginning the ajith guards “made a 
show of resistance and fired a few harmless shots but very soon opened the jail, 

released all prisoners and removed their fetters””” A party of the convicts 

working on the roads was taken to the police station for being kept in custody 
They were released by “two Mahommedan Sowars”, who rode up to them and 
called out: “Are you all here for your religion or against it? The Kotwal said 

“We are all for our religion”. As these words were uttered by their custodian the 
convicts rushed to an iron-smith’s shop nearby and helped cach other in 

removing their fetters.”” 

The Treasury Officer, Collins, having been killed, another civilian 

Galloway, Assistant Magistrate and Collector, now stood on guard at its door 
Finding that the sepoys of the guard were on the point of revolt he rushed to the 
Main-guard for assistance, but he was told by the officers there that it was not 
possible for them to give him any help: he was however allowed to stay there. 
because it was comparatively safer. Galloway returned to his post where he was 
soon attacked and shot by a sepoy of his own guard. The Treasury was 
plundered™ by the Sepoys, but they surrendered its contents to the Emperor.” 

The Magazine exploded 

In the afternoon of the fateful day the most important incident was the 
explosion of the Magazine, not far from the Emperor's Palace. It contained vast 
stores of ammunition and a fairly large staff under the command of Lieutenant 
George Willoughby. Early in the morning Theophilus Metcalfe had come to the 
Magazine to obtain two guns for shelling the bridge and stopping the 
Revolutionaries from entering the city: but, for want of conveyance, the guns 
could not be moved in time and the troopers from Meerut had safely crossed the 
river. Willoughby had, however, become alert and made preparations for 
defence, because he knew that the Revolutionaries would demand its possession. 
The outer gates were barricaded and guns placed inside them; at the same time “a 
train was laid from the powder store to a tree standing in the yard of the 
Magazine”, where Conductor Scully was posted. He was to fire the train on 
receiving a signal in case the defence failed, so that, “if the enemy broke into the 

%° Mubarak Shah, f. 14. Jiwan Lal’s account differs from this version According to him Thakir 
Lai, the jailor, resisted till about 5 o'clock in the evening. This is not probable and cannot be 
accepted against the statement of Mubarak Shah who was at the time moving about in the city 
Jiwan Lal's remark that Thakur Das was a man of great bravery and loyalty may be correct. 
but obviously a single individual could not have resisted the troopers for long. Sen has 
accepted Jiwan Lal’s version. See. TN .N., p. 84: Sen, pp. 73-74; Zaka Allah, p. 422 
Mu'in al-Din adds here that “two men mounted on camels and dressed in green with red 
turbans rode by a trot, calling out, “Hear, ye people. the drum of religion is sounded.” Whence 
they had come or whither they went. my informant knew not, but the excited and terrified 

i crowds in the streets believed that they were heavenly messengers.” 7.N.N., p. 48 
Mubarak Shah, f. 16. 

*  Zaka Allah, p. 422. 
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stronghold, they should find death, not plunder within.”” The fears of 

Willoughby were not imaginary, nor his arrangements for defence made too 

soon; he had not to remain in suspense for long. A demand for surrender made on 

behalf of the Emperor was not acceded to, and the building had to be besieged. 

Captain Forrest, one of the European survivors of the siege, later stated at the 

trial of Bahadur Shah that the Emperor’s message had been brought by “a well- 

dressed Mussulman” between 9 and 10 A. M. Soon after, an officer in the 

Emperor’s service arrived on the scene and “placed guards of about 12 men at 

each gate of the Magazine.” After some time the Hind-Pakistan “Subahdar of our 

guard again expressed a wish to see either Lieutenant Willoughby or myself, we 

accordingly went to him. He told us that a messenger had come from the King to - 

say that if we did not immediately open the gates, then he would have scaling 

ladders sent down to scale the walls.” 

Willoughby and his companions did not comply with this demand. The 

Revolutionares, therefore, set the scaling ladders in position; and this was 

followed by a fight which demonstrated how determined the parties were to stick 

to their respective causes and to what extent the individuals participating in the 

struggle were prepared to go in making sacrifices for them. The Revolutionaries 

knew that in escaling the walls they would be playing with their lives. Yet, full of 

enthusiasm as they had been, they were prepared to defy all possible dangers. 

Under an incessant shower of bullets they continued climbing up the walls. “As 

the enemy streamed over the walls,” writes Kaye, “round after round of 

murderous grapeshot from our guns, delivered with all the coolness and 

steadiness of a practice-parade, riddled the advancing multitudes; but still they 

poured on. . ye 

The tiny garrison of the Magazine had drawn its courage and strength 

from the hope of receiving succour from Meerut; this, however, failed them. 

When, therefore, further defence became impossible, Willoughby took the fatal 

step. He went over to the river bastion for the last look towards Meerut; no help 

was coming. He gave the signal; and the train was fired by Scully. In a moment 

the Magazine exploded, producing a thunderous noise and killing a number of 

Revolutionaries and four out of the nine Englishmen. “I then went on”, writes 

Mu‘in al-Din “to the Magazine”. The wall facing the river was blown down, and 

some of the inmates escaped that way. When the smoke had blown away, I 

entered the place; six wounded Europeans were found after the explosion, I had 

them sent away to the Palace, saving them from immediate slaughter. It was 

towards evening . . . Several Europeans from Dariagunge had taken refuge there 

.. All natives were turned out of the place . . . Only twenty-five sepoys were 

killed by the explosion, but a mob of 400 onlookers perished.” 

°” Holmes, p. 109. 
°! Trial, p. 125; Cave-Browne adds that the guard sent by the Emperor was under a son and 

a.grandson of the Emperor. See Vol. I, pp. 77-78. F 

° Kaye and Malleson, II, 68. 
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Lavish praises have been showered on the defenders of the Magazine by 
Western writers, and there can be no doubt that they richly deserve this 
appreciation of their splendid sacrifice. But what surprises the reader is that not a 
word has been written about the dauntless courage and equally splendid 
sacrifices of those who defying sure death climbed the walls of the Magazine 
and laid down their lives for the sake of a cause. Indeed. if we compare the 
conduct of the defenders with those who were attacking we would find that the 
latter exhibited greater courage. For the defenders there was no alternative. if 
they had not taken the suicidal step which they took they would have been 
overpowered. On the contrary the Revolutionaries could have saved much loss o! 
life on their side by just prolonging the siege. ultimately the defenders would 
have either surrendered or destroyed themselves. But to the safer course of 
continuing the siege they preferred the hazardous one of scaling the walls under 
showers of bullets: evidently their casualties were far heavier than those of the 
defenders.”* There is evidence to prove that the Revolutionaries knew what steps 
the British defenders were going to take to deprive their opponents of the 
valuable contents of the Magazine.” 

British officers leave the Cantonment 

The explosion naturally created great excitement in the city. In the 
cantonment it startled into action the officers who were still waiting for succour 
from Meerut; it broke the last link between the Europeans and the Hind-Pakistani 
soldiers serving under them. The sepoys in the cantonment had not yet risen in 
open revolt, but it could be easily noticed ‘that they were festering with the 
bitterness of national hatred, and eager to strike.””’ It had become imperative for 
the British authorities to take all possible measures to protect the lives of the 
officers and their families. Earlier in the day some of them and a number of 
fugitives from the city and the Civil Lines. including women and children, had 
been put in the Flag-Staff Tower. Two guns were set in front of the building to 
defend it against any possible attack. 

As the declining hours of the day were rolling by the chances of getting 
succour from Meerut were becoming more remote. The Main-guard, the last 
rallying point in the city, was evacuated after the story of the explosion had 

-jbecome known. At the Flag-Staff Tower, too, the situation was every moment 
‘)growing uneasy. An attempt was made by an officer, Captain Tytler of the 38th, 

Of the nine defenders, five could escape alive, they were Lieutenants Forrest and Raynor, Conductors Buckley and Shaw, and Sergeant Stewart. Willoughby survived the attack on the Magazine, but was murdered on his way to Meerut. See Holmes, p. 109; also Cave-Browne. Vol. I, p. 79. 
*......One man in particular, Kurreem Bukhsh, a durwan", wrote Lieutenant Forrest in his report dated May 27, appeared to keep up a constant communication with the enemy outside, and keep them informed of our situation.” State Papers, Vol. 1, p. 274. 
Kaye and Malleson, II, 69. 
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to march his men and take unawares a party of the Revolutionaries who were 

reported to be enjoying siesta under the shade of trees along the canal bank near 

the Lahore Gate. The sepoys’ refusal to carry out the Captain’s order of firing at 

their bhai-bands unnerved most of the officers. Another incident soon followed. 

Captain De Teissier’s guns had been recalled from the Main-guard and were 

moving towards the cantonment; they were seized by a picket of the 38th which 

had: been placed at the gorge of Sadr Bazaar. Having seen this from the Flag- 

Staff Tower, De Teissier galloped down the hill and called out to his men to 

return, He was met by a volley of shots from the sepoys of the 38th and, although 

he escaped uninjured, the incident demoralised the officers at the cantonment. 

One of them “suggested that we should get away while we could. At first the 

brigadier would not hear of stich a thing . . . but the question was agitated and the 

idea of retreat gradually became familiar to men’s mind.””” Ultimately a decision 

was taken by the Brigadier; all took to flight, as best as they could, some hoping 

to reach Meerut, others took the road to Karnal. It is surprising that neither the 

sepoys who were still present in the cantonment nor those who had taken 

possession of the city and the Palace thought it necessary to check their flight. 

Nevertheless. the sepoys were careful enough to guard the powder-magazine, and 

they successfully defied the efforts of thg fleeing enemy to blow it up.”® The 

stores of this magazine passed into the possession of the Revolutionary } 

Government on 12 or 13 May.” : 

The flight of the British officers and their families left the » 

Revolutionaries in complete possession of Delhi. Late in the night the resumption 

of power by Emperor Bahadur Shah was proclaimed by a salute of 21 guns. 

Obviously the first step for them now was to instal a regular machinery of | 

government under the Emperor. 

BAHADUR SHAH LEADS THE REVOL
UTION 

On assuming power the eighty-four year old Emperor Bahadur Shah 

°7 Le Bas in Fraser's Magazine, February 1858, as quoted in Cave-Browne, 1, 84. 

°8 It may be noted that this was the main powder-magazine and was situated about two miles 

from the city walls on the banks of the river to the rear of the cantonments. It was much bigger 

in the city and contained more than one thousand barrels of 
than the Expense Magazine e, Vol. 1, pp. 

powder against about fifty, which were blown up in the latter. Cf Cave-Brown\ 

69-70n. 

°° Statement of Jat Mal at the trial of the Emperor. See Trial, p. 120. 

'00 Trial, pp. 120, 146; also see Zaka Allah (p. 662) who adds that the name of the Company 

disappeared from public proclamation (dhandurah) from May 12. 

Mu‘in al-Din was told that the salute was fired to welcome the arrival of a fresh Regiment 

from Meerut. 7.N.N., p. 53. 

Chunni Lal, editor of De/hi News, confirms this in his statement. Ball has given the substance 

of the eye-witness account of a Hind-Pakistani; it says: “About ten at night, two pultuns 

(troops of artillery) arrived from Meerut and entered the city and fired a royal salute of twenty 

one guns.” Ball, 1, 101. 
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became the leader of the Revolution’! A hundred and fifty years earlier one of 
his illustrious ancestors had led his armies at the age of ninety to the field of 
battle and fought against the forces of disruption; but *Alamyir’s courave and 
firmness were exceptional. After his death the Mughul Court had degenerated 
into an arena of conflict between selfish politicians and factious groups, and this 
was undoubtedly the main cause of the decline of the | mpire, The process of 
degeneration was rather fast, and by the time when Bahadur Shah ascended the 
throne in 1837, the sovereignty of the Mughuls had been reduced to a mer 
shadow of its past glory. As a Prince he had received good education and 
training, but the Company’s Government had created conditions in which the 
Emperor was expected to live only as an idler. Other members of the Imperial 
family too had been encouraged to live a life of inactivity and dissipation.” The 
Mughul Emperor had thus been rendered politically ineffective: in. fact. the Company was only waiting for the death of Bahadur Shah to bring to an end the 
“legal fiction” of the de jure sovereignty of a prince of Timor’s house. None of 
the British officers holding the reins of government in India in the middle of the 
nineteenth century expected any serious trouble from the Red Fort, which. they thought, would soon be reduced to the position of a mere historical monument Within its four walls lived a few hundred members of the Imperial family generally called salatins, who were believed to be harmless and innocent souls having no interest in politics. To make their helplessness doubly sure a British Commandant ‘guarded’ the main (Lahore) Gate of the Fort. After the annexation of the Panjab (1849) the strategic importance of Delhi had almost ceased to exist. and until the dawn of 11 May not one of the European officers posted there had any reasons to fear that the rays of the morning sun would bring in their wake the darkest episode in the history of British imperialism. 

The Revolutionary Government 

The Qil ‘ah-i-Mu‘alla, the Sublime Fort, had been for over two centuries ‘he symbol of the greatness and sovereignty of the rulers of Hind-Pakistan, as ell as the high traditions of its cultural life. Now, it was to play a significant ole in the Revolution which aimed at restoring the freedom of the people under he leadership of the Emperor. “On this morning,” writes Jiwan Lal in his diary os 12 May, “the whole body of native officers of the regiments that had 

Bahadur Shah was born in 1189 H. (1775 A. C). In 1857 when the Revolution broke out he had completed 84 lunar years of his life. 
Mawlana Fadl i Haqq refers to the Princes who were appointed officers in the Rev olutionary Army in these words: “They [the Princes] hated honest and wise persons. They had never witnessed a battle, nor had they any experience of the blows of swords and lances. They selected men from the gutter for their society and consultation. These inexperienced and extravagant fellows drowned themselves in the ocean of luxuries and extravagance and submerged themselves in the flood of debauchery. They were poverty-stricken and (suddenly) they became opulent; when they became opulent they took to a life of dissipation.“ “The Story of the War of Independence” in J P-H.S,, Vol. V. part I. 
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arrived yesterday, concerted together and demanded an audience of the King. It 

was granted: the native officers presented nazars (tribute money) and described 

themselves as faithful soldiers awaiting his orders." The Emperor called the 

leading citizens to his Court for consultation. The first step taken by them was to 

arrange for the supply of provisions for the soldiers. Subsequently a draft 

constitution vesting supreme control in a “Coirt of Administration”, that is, 

Jalsah-i-Intizam-i-Fawji wa Mulki, was approved and enforced.' The Jalsah 

(Court) was to consist of ten members, six military officers and four others; the 

former were to be elected by and represented the different wings of the army, the 

infantry, cavalry and artillery. The procedure of the election of four non-military 

members is not mentioned. The Court had powers to elect its own President who 

had an extra vote. In view of the impending war the Court’s decisions were to be 

approved by the Commander-in-Chief. If the latter did not agree with its 

decisions he could return them for reconsideration by the Court. If the Court 

insisted on its advice the matter was referred to the Emperor whose orders were 

final. The constitution of the Court leaves no doubt that its authors were anxious 

to make it an effective body. The military officers were in a majority, but they 

came by election. All decisions were taken by a majority vote. The original 

constitution seems to have been amendéd from time to time in view of the 
105 

changing conditions and new developments in the situation. Turab ‘Ali,° a> 

British spy, writes in his report under | September, 1857: “The members of the? 

Court or Military Council are as follows: 

Ghous Mohumud ... ats “A General, Neemuch. 

Heera Singh —... sie se Brigadier, Neemuch. 

Bukht Khan —... sae x General, Bareilly. 

Mohumud Shuffee...  .. sti Resaldar, 8th Irregulars 

Hyat Mohumud ... vss es Resaldar, 14th Irregulars 

Qadir Buksh —... ea Bs Soobedar, 72nd Regiment. 

Native Infantry 

Hurdutt ax és es Soobedar, 9th Regiment 

Native Infantry 

Soobedar, Hurriana Battalion 

Names unknown wis ara Soobedar, | Ith Native Infantry 

Soobedar, 54th Native Infantry 

The Kote (Court) also comprises five sepoys from every Regiment and Moulvie 

103 T.N.N. pp. 84-85. 

On the authority of a Hind-Pakistani eye-witness Ball says: “The next day (12 May), abou 

three in the after-noon. the empire was proclaimed under the king of Delhi, and the imperl 

flag hoisted at the Kotwali (chief police station).” See Vol. I, p. 101; also see p. 458. 

For a photographic sketch of the original document in Urdu, called Dastur al-Amal, see Se 

(facing p. 74); also see Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 36. Nos. 539-41. ‘ 

Turab “Ali was an active spy of the British, he was once arrested by the Revolutionaries, but 

let off on the recommendation of the Princes. Zaka Allah, p. 664. 

104 

10s 
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Fuzul Huq is also a member."'"" Besides the ‘Court’ the Emperor also had a 
smaller “Privy Council” of persons in whom he had implicit confidence. “Phe 
King’s Council”, says Mubarak Shah, “was composed of Bukht Khan and 

/Surfuraz Ali, and ina lesser degree of Fuzul Huq, but though the King wished it, 
ithe last was not permitted to be present in the Council”! 

The new Government was confronted with tremendous problems, as it 
had been set up in the midst of a cataclysm. In less than twelve hours of the 
outbreak of the Revolution the administration of the city had broken dows. the 
unruly elements of the population had seized the opportunity of creating 
confusion and started a campaign of loot, forcing peaceful citizens to stay in their 
jouses: shops were closed, bazaars became empty and the eily Wore a deserted 
ook. Besides reinstating the machinery of civil administration and restoring 
der in the capital the Emperor and his Court had another mighty problem to 
olve: they had to take immediate steps to provide means for the maintenance of 
n army. It is difficult to estimate the actual strength of the forces that had 
ironged into the city on the first day of the Revolution. We can, however, form 
ome idea of their numbers, because Hakim Ahsan-Allah says that “by evening 
00 irregular cavalry (Turk-Sawars) and three regiments from cantonment and 
vo from Meerut had taken up their quarters in the Fort, the Malpert Regiment in 
alimgarh, and the rest in the Diwan Khas, the Diwan Am, the Stables and 
aqqar Khanah.”'"* In a state of excitement, it appears, the Regiments posted in 
elhi had rushed to the Palace, not caring even to guard the stores of provisions 
id keep them in tact. The contents of the Treasury, according to one 
mtemporary authority,'’’ had come into the possession of the Revolutionary 
overnment, but the money thus obtained does not seem to have been much. 
cause the inadequacy of funds hampered its work, even in the earliest stages. 

The second day of the Revolution at Delhi. must have been a long day 
¢ the aged Emperor. Jiwan Lal’s entries under this date give us an idea of the 
“ps taken by the new Government to restore normal life in the city on the one 
ind, and prepare itself for a decisive struggle against foreign rule on the other. 

twals of Delhi 

On 15 May a number of officers were appointed on the recommendation 
Mawlawl ‘Abd al-Qadir Khan.!!? Mutin al-Din Hasan Khan became the twal of the city. It was soon discovered that he was incompetent and had been Ity of plundering the people; Mirza Mughul who had recommended his ointment was ultimately compelled to ask for his removal. The Emperor issed him and “further ordered that after investigation his property should be 

Secret Letters, No. 191, 7 September, 1857: also see Mutiny Records, VAI, Part 11. 8-9 Mubarak, f. 97. 
Memoirs, p. 3. 
Zaka-Allah, p. 422. 
T.N_N., p.91. 
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restored to any of the citizens who had been plundered and that the Kotwal 

should bo punished." He handed over charge to Mir Nawab who was also 

removed for incompetence.' "2 Since Hakim Ahsan-Allah Khain does not mention 

that Mu‘in al-Din was succeeded by Mir Nawab it may be concluded that his 

appointment was a stop-gap arrangement, and that he held the office only for a 

short period. Mu‘in al-Din belonged to the police service of the Company and 

had been promoted from the position of an Inspector in charge of a suburban 

thanah to the Kotwalship of Delhi, which was a very important post. He, 

however, disappointed the Emperor and his advisers. The next choice, therefore, 

fell on a public figure. Qadi Fayd-Allah, to quote his successor in office, “was a 

Rais of the city." He was, recommended by Khwajah Wahid al-Din,'"* who 

also belonged to a distinguished family of Delhi. Fayd Allah, however, proved no 

better than his predecessor, cases of bribery were reported against him, and he | 

was asked to explain his conduct. He sent the explanation along with his 

resignation. Mirza Mughul accepted the resignation and appointed Mubarak 

Shah!" in his place; Khuda Bakhsh Khan was made his deputy. 

The frequent changes of Kotwals in Delhi were not without significance. 

Under the Mughuls the Kotwal enjoyed very extensive powers. He was a 

Magistrate and a police officer combined3" and, therefore, to a large extent, the 

efficiency of the administration of a city depended on the ability and character of §, 

its Kotwal. The overthrow of the Company’s machinery of administration by the | 

Revolutionaries had naturally let loose the forces of disorder. Only a strong, § 

honest and experienced man could control the situation. Sayyid Mubarak Shah’s 

official papers, including reports made by him to the Emperor, the Commander- § 

in-Chief and other authorities, and orders and instructions issued to him, leave no 

doubt as to the importance of the position he held. On 13 Spetember, 1857, he 

fell ill and applied for four days’ leave suggesting that the “Naib-Kotwal will act 

') Chunni Lal's Diary says that he was appointed “to the Governorship of Delhi” on 12 May. He 

is supported by Hakim Ahsan-Allah Khan. See. Trial, p. 176; Memoirs, p. 4. 

Mu‘in al-Din himself refers to his removal in these words: “A man called Mir Nawab had 

taken charge of the Kotwali with my consent and my connivance.” It is obvious that he wan! 

to conceal the incident of his dismissal for bribery. To justify his version he would like us t 

believe that after his dismissal “my position was better than that of the Kotwal . . .” Ther 

fact, however, was that he was not only removed from office but was later on ordered by th 

Emperor to give up the property that he had plundered. 7. NV. N., pp 57-58, 140. 

‘2 Mubarak Shah places Mir Nawab before Mu‘in al-Din; but this seems to be incorrect. Mi 

Nawab came after and not before Mu‘in al-Din. 

‘3 Mubarak, f. 32. Ahsan-Allah (Memoirs, p- 13.) mentions his appointment under 28 May. B 

in the Press-list of Mutiny Papers we find a document dated 21 May which shows that he w 

Kotwal then. See p. 223. Bundle, 109. 

1!) Khwajah Wahid al-Din was the son of Khwajah Fand al-Din and the maternal uncle of Si 

Syed Ahmed Khan. See Hali, Mawlana, Hayat-i-Jawid (Agra, 1903), Part 1, chap. I. 

"'S He says that Fayd Allah Khan was removed from office for reasons of health. Perhaps this 

only an excuse for justifying his resignation. See Memoirs, p. 15; Mubarak, p. 76. 

‘16 There is recorded evidence to show that Mubarak Shah decided cases. See Press-list of Muti 

Papers, p. 209, No. 252. 
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in his place.”!'’ This means that throughout the period of the stege of Delhi, Mubarak was the Konwal of the Imperial capital 
| police duties he was also expected to su he 
| soldiers who went out of the city to fight the enemy". bullock carts and ) carriages for transporting military equipment and elephants.!” as well as artisans | and coolies'”’: there were other duties also which he had to discharge Mubarak | Was against forced labour: when it came to his notice that * 
| employed in carrying rations”, he wrote to the Commander-in-Chiet “to pay thei jhire”,'"' and this is not the only recorded 
jofficers to pay the wages and other dues of the poor labourers. It seems the Kotwal was also in charge of the prisoners of war: on || July, 1857 the Commander-in-Chief “the arrest of 5 British soldiers”! 
are more than 1200 documents addre 
dapers seized by the British authorities 
he importance of this office. hey 

Besides performing his normal 
pply provisions to the army as well as the 

“4 ocarts were forcibly 

case of his recommendations to the 

whe reports to 

The fact that there 
ssed to the Kotwal in the collection of 
on the fall of Delhi is a further proof of 

also indicate the varied nature of the Kotwal’s luties and responsibilities.'?> He had assistants called Naib Konvaly |! It may be idded that there was a separate Kotwal for the Red Fort: Nawab Yar Khan held his post on 24 August.'”° 

‘ahadur Shah’s efforts to restore peace and order 

Emperor and his advisers fully realized the 
2storing order and maintaining peace. In contemporary accounts there are imerous references to the Emperor's anxiety to provide security of life and ‘operty to his people. “The King directed Mirza Moghal™, writes Chunni Lal. € news-writer, under 12 May, “to take a company of infantry, and adopt steps ‘prevent the plunder in the city. Mirza Moghal accordingly went to the | incipal police stations, seated on an elephant, and had proclamation made that ery individual convicted of plunder would be punished with the loss of nose od ears, and all shopkeepers not Opening their shops, and refusing to supply the sidiers, would be fined and imprisoned,”!”° 

need and importance of 

Press-list of Mutiny Papers, 1857 (Calcutt 
was a Naib-Kotwal, /bid., p. 232, No. 131 
Ibid., p. 205. No. 144. 
Ibid., p. 208. No. 236. 
Ibid., p. 203, No. 69. 
Ibid, p. 210, No. 296. 
Ibid., p. 205. No. 136; also see p. 229, No. 91 
Ibid., pp. 216-51. 
Bhao Singh is mentioned in a document dated | June and Shaykh Muhamm dated 9 June. /bid, P. 232. No. 31 and p. 243, No. 22: also see p. Ibid., p. 271, No.4]. 
Trial, pp. 176-77. 
An idea of Chunni Lal’s hostili 
the trial. When asked by whos 
was done by the King’s order: 

a. 1921). p. 215. No. 393: on 1 June Bhao Singh 

ad Amir in another 
265, No. 166: p. 288. No. 6. 

ty towards the Emperor can be formed by his statement made at € orders the Europeans were murdered io the Fort, he said: “It who else could have given such an order?” Kaye and Malleson, 
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Hakim Ahsan-Allah refers to several incidents of plundering, which were 

reported to the Emperor. On each occasion the Emperor took prompt steps to 

redress the grievances of the peo le; even an ordinary employee of the post 

office could easily obtain relief.’ In suburbs of the city also conditions had 

become unsettled; the Government took immediate steps to restore order with the 

help of the leading persons of the localities concerned. As early as 18 May the 

police officer of a station in the suburbs sent a report “to the King— shelter of | 

the worlds”, saying, “that the orders of the royal missive have been fully 

explained to all the Thakurs, Chawdaries, Kanungoes, and Patwaries of this 

township of Najaf Garh, and the best arrangements have been established. ... As 

regards Nagli Kakrowala, Dachaoo-Kallan, and other adjacent Villages, your 

Slave has to represent, that, unrestrained by the dread of consequences, and bent 

on all sorts of excesses, the inhabitants have commenced plundering travellers. 

Two petitions regarding the conduct of these lawless disturbers of the peace have 

already been submitted, and | am now in hopes that some Royal Prince of 

reputation and capacity, may be deputed, with a sufficient force of Cavalry, 

Infantry and Ghazees, to settle the portion of the country, constituting your 

petitioner’ s jurisdiction, your Slave will then point out these lawless Villagers, 

and will be able for the future to preserve Order, and prevent crime.” The English 

rendering of the “autograph order by the King, ‘in pencil’, reads thus: “Mirza }) 

Moghal will quickly send a Regiment of Infantry, with its officers to Najaf! 

Garh."""8 

The Emperor's anxiety to establish order and make the life and property § 

of the people safe is indicated by a strict personal control over administration and 

prompt disposal of cases brought before him. On reports being received that the 

enemy troops were likely to march against the Old Fort some Regiments off) 

sepoys were sent to offer resistance. The troops of the enemy did not come; the} 

sepoys, however, started molesting the people. Mirza Mughul was directed on 7 

June to stop this; and for not carrying out these orders promptly he was given 4 

severe warning, “It is surprising,” said the Emperor’s order of 18 June, “that, up 

to the present time, no arrangement should have been made, and that you should 

not have given effect to the prohibition, by sending out some cavalry. It is the 

business of the army to protect, and not to desolate and plunder. The officers 0 

the army will, therefore, immediately restrain their men from the commission 0) 

these improprieties, . . . You will immediately take steps to arrange this matte 

and will allow no neglect to occur, in reference to’ it.” The orders were furthe 

Vol. V. 332. See Press-list of Mutiny Papers, (Pp. 100) for an order of the Emperor to 

. Kotwal “to report on the riot committed by the Tilangas. ” 

"7 Kanhayya Lal was “a servant in the post-office”. When it was reported to the Emperor that 

house was being plundered he ordered Mirza Mughul “to go at once himself or send one of fi 

Princes to put a stop to plundering.” Memoirs, p. 15. 

28 Found in the papers and documents filed in the trial of the Emperor. See Trial, pp. 7-8. 

The reference to Ghazis is interesting: it shows that within a week of the outbreak of 

Revolution volunteers had joined the Revolutionary forces in adequate numbers. 
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reinforced by a postscript, in the Emperor's own handwriting. saying, “Make 
arrangements quickly”.'"” Almost a week later Mirza Mughul and his brother and 

) colleague, Mirza Khayr Sultan, received another. strict warning when they 
reported a case of plunder by four or five men who had disguised themselves as 

| sepoys of the Revolutionary Army.!“ 
Sometimes, even high functionaries of the State went beyond the limits 

of their powers in demanding contributions from ealthy merchants of the cits 
Jugal Kishore and Sheo Prashad had paid Rs. 1.200 as them share of 
subscriptions. On further demands being made they launched a complaint against 
“some troops”. The Emperor immediately ordered a guard to be stationed at the 
house of the petitioners. Mirza Mughul is also reported to have exceeded his 
powers in issuing orders regarding disbursement of money to the forces. In reply 
to a warning verbally communicated to him the Prince had to explain his conduct 
thus: “Your slave affirms, with the solemnity of an oath, that no orders are ever 
issued, but such as Your Majesty has been previously made acquainted with or if 
any are issued, the physician, at least. is always informed of them."'! Cases ot 
reports made -to the Emperor about the civil and military officers who harrassed 
the people or indulged in extortion, or of plunder by the soldiers and the 
professional robbers can be added: almost on every occasion Bahadur Shah took 
prompt action to protect the life and property of his subjects. Occasionally the 
Court also issued orders to the officers not to plunder the people 

The soldiers of the Revolutionary Army and occasionally even their 
officers are mentioned as having taken part in plunder. The victims of these 
attacks, however, were only wealthy citizens who refused to cooperate with the 
Government or were suspected of being in active sympathy with the British and 
working for them. “Information was received”, Jiwan Lal tells us, “that a man 
armed with a written authority from the English to raise money had been for 
some days in the house of Alap Pershad, Agent of the former Nawab of Jajjar, 
and was on his way to Muttra, travelling in a bullock cart. When he reached the 

_ Delhi Gate the guards searched the man and found the paper in question; they 
| then confiscated his cart and severely beat the man. After this some 400 of the 
\ soldiers went to Alap Pershad’s house and charged him with concealing 
Europeans, and on this pretence they searched and plundered his house. and those 
of seven other persons, and carried off property to the value of 50,000 rupees. As 
soon as General Muhammad Bakht Khan heard of this he sent off several 
hundred men to stop the outrage, but these soldiers would not interfere with the 
plunderers.”’™ It is possible that not every body suspected was guilty, but such 
instances show that the Emperor and his Government were both anxious to stop 

ee 
"9 Trial., pp. 11-12. 
130 [bid., p. 14. 
°! Mirza Mughul’s petition, dated 11 July, 1857. Ibid, pp. 19-20. 
"2 T.N.N., p. 166. 
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plunder and keep the excited people under control.'** In special cases orders were 

issued that the premises of individuals were to be guarded. An order was issued, 

for instance, by Shaykh Muhammad Amir, the Naib Kotwal to the Thanahdar of 

Darlbah “to appoint guards at the houses of Jai Lal and Kanhiya Lal, jewellers.” 

In the order ‘Kanhiya Lal’ was written by mistake: the correct name was 

Ghasimal.'*! The order was, of course, carried out. 

As the Revolution spread over parts of the subcontinent and the 

Comapny’s machinery of administration deteriorated or broke down, and 

lawlessness and highway robbery became common. In the region surrounding 

Delhi peace was maintained by the Central Government, but in territories which 

lay at a distance from the capital this responsibilty fell upon the local leaders. 

Reports about the insecurity df roads and highway robberies were frequently 

received by the Centre; the new Government lost no time in making suitable 

arrangements and authorizing reliable persons to safeguard the lives and property 

of the people.'** Nahir Singh of Ballabhgarh, for instance, sent a letter suggesting 

measures for the protection of the region near his jagir.'*° For the safety of the 

roads in Bulandshahr the newly appointed Subahdar, Nawab Walidad Khan, is 

recorded to have set apart a company of 100 soldiers besides appointing new 

Tahsildars and Thanahdars.'*” It is to be najed, however, that of the chiefs and 

zamindars who were entrusted with the task of maintaining law and order some 

at least failed to cooperate with the Revolutioriary Government. Mubarak refers 

to Thakur Tola Ram’s misconduct; the latter had submitted “Arzies” to the 

Government tendering his allegiance. -“A petition was read in open Durbar,” 

writes Jiwan Lal, “from Rao Tulla Ram, noble of Rewari, to the effect that he 

was sending his brother with a confidential communication to the King, and 

begged he might be heard and a favourable answer sent.”!** Under an earlier date 

he tells us that Tula Ram had taken a large force with him to collect revenue. But 

he had failed to do so and had to come to Delhi to obtain necessary authority for 

using force in the collection of revenue.'*’ On his return to Rewari, however, he 

seems to have changed his views and misused his power and position. The chief 

of Farrukh-nagar “complained that he was to be attacked by Rao Tulla Ram, of 

Rewari.” This was not all; the latter had turned a traitor. In a letter which was 

3 Of the other definitely known cases that of Munshi Mohan Lal (Agha Hasan Jan, after 

accepting Islam) and Nazir Gobind Saran are mentioned by Ghulam Husayn, author of Nusrat- 

namah (Urdu translation published by Khwajah Hasan Nizami under the title, Dilli ki Saza, 

second edition. Delhi, 1946), pp. 14-15. 

Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 230, No. 75 and 76. 

Some of the petitions deceived by the Emperor and his orders and directions relating to 
134 

135 

arrangements for the maintenance of peace and security in the countryside have been — 

published along with the proceedings of the Emperor’s trial. 

Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 12. 

Saza. pi 24. 

T.NN., p. 163. 

Ibid, p. 159. He was expected to send Rs. 5.000/- in return for the sanad and Rs. 10,000/- as 

kharif revenue. Cf Memoirs, p. 25: also see Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 9, No. 34. 

136 

137 

138 

139 
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intercepted and read before the Emperor he had written to Ghulam Muhammad 
Khan, Revenue Collector of Kot Qasim: “Are you intoxicated that you think the 

| English are going away from Hindustan? They will most assuredly return and 
| will destroy you.”'"° Subsequently we find that the Emperor had to despatch 
j some officers to punish him for these undesirable activ ities.|"! 

} To stop looting and restore normal conditions, however, the | mperot 
/was prepared to take any steps that, he thought, would be effective. He was 
jadvised to march through the main streets of the city In a procession and 
ipersonally order the people to shed their fears and resume their normal work 
‘Accordingly he mounted an elephant and passed through the streets; this restored 
‘confidence among the people and some of the shops were opened. He also issued 
orders that some Regiments should be posted at the principal Gates of the 
town,'” and later in the day once again he went out in a procession in response to 
the appeals of the citizens; he again called upon the shopkeepers to resume 
susiness.'"* 

It is to be noted that the shops of the main bazaar only were closed. Even 
Zaka-Allah, an eye-witness, though openly hostile to the cause of the 
Xevolutionaries, admits that “if a single house was plundered rumours would 
pread that the entire mahallah had been plundered; ... in short not one per cent 
f the rumours about the plunder of the city were true: there were hundreds of 
aahallahs in which not a cawri worth of property was plundered.'*’ The 
Xaggerated accounts of some writers create the impression that the city was 
ompletely in the grip of rapine and plunder, This is wholly untrue; looting there 
/as, but not on a very large scale, and certainly not in the entire city. Stray cases 
em to have occured, but rumours of wholesale plunder made wealthy 
1opkeepers panicky. They closed their shops and began to make complaints that 
ieir lives and property were unsafe and they needed immediate protection. Of 
ie soldiers who created disturbances in the city the majority were the Infantry 
en known as the tilangahs. They attacked the houses of persons who were 
ispected of harbouring Europeans, spying for the British or sending provisons to 
‘eir camp at the Ridge. Zaka-Allah quotes the instances of Budi Chand, Mohan 
al, Qadi Pannu, Nawab Hamid “Ali Khan, Turab ‘Ali, Hakim Ahsan-Allah, and 
i" Singh, the uncle of the Raja of Patiala.'** 

T.N.N,, p. 174. 
The correspondance of Tula Ram is preserved in Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 10. 
T.N.N., p. 195; also see Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 11. 
According to Mubarak Shah “four hundred sepoys and two guns were stationed at each Gate Large parties of cavalary were kept inside the palace, a troop being at the main Gate, and another by the Diwan Khas, six horse artillery guns fully equipped were in front of the Diwan Am”, p. 33. 

‘ 
Charles Ball says that the Emperor when marching in procession Passed by the Jami’ Masjid, “where the standard of the prophet was unfurled, and the empire of Hindostan was proclaimed amidst the exclamations of the soldiers and the people.” See Vol. I, p. 458. 
Zaka-Allah, pp. 665-666. 
Ibid. 
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A marked improvement in conditions was brought about by General 

Muhammad Bakht Khan. He arrived in Delhi at the head of the Bareilly Brigade 

on 2 July; the same day he was put in charge of the Army. Next day “he was also 

instructed to arrange for the civil administration, the police, and revenue 

departments.” An order was issued whereby the royal princes were relieved from 

all further duties connected with the army.”"“° Bakht Khan lost no time in taking 

strong measures to stop looting. He told the Emperor that “if any of the Princes 

attemped to plunder the city, he would cut of their noses and ears.” The Emperor 

gave him full authority adding: “Do whatever seems ggod unto you.”'"” The 

Muslim volunteers who had joined the War as Mujahids were also deadly against 

molesting the people. When Mawlana Muhammad Ishaq of Tonk who had been 

appointed Commander of a detachment of the Revolutionary forces found that 

Mirza Mughul paid no heed to his protest against looting by the sepoys he 

resigned from his post. The Prince appealed to him to withdraw his resignation, 

because the Mawlana was a competent person. But he refused to accede to his 

request, saying that he would not withdraw his resignation if looting was not 

stopped. He continued, however, to fight as an ordinary soldier in the 

Revolutionary Army. "8 
? 

THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT 

Under the new Government the Princes had become the officers of the 

Army. This was rather unfortunate, for it adversely affected the course of the war 

in the Delhi centre. Some of these Princes had no doubt joined the Revolution at 

the very outset and were anxious to assume its leadership which, they thought, 

had devolved upon them by virtue of their position. They were, however, 

thoroughly incompetent, having no experience of fighting or administration, 

Prince Firuz Shah, the maternal grandson of Ilahi Bakhsh,'” being an illustrious 

exception. Bahadur Shah knew that the Princes were incompetent: moreover, he 

had been warned by Ahsan-Allah Khan and Queen Zinat Mahal that it would be 

46 T.N.N., p. 137 
‘47 Ibid., pp. 134-35 
'8 Mawlana Muhammad Ishaq: He was born in Tonk and received his early education under his 

uncle who was a Cammander in the army of Tonk State, and was held in great regard by the 

Ruler. Muhammad Ishaq was trained by him in the art of war and the use of the sword and 

spear, he was a good rider. His mother was greatly interested in Sayyid Ahmad Shahld’s 

Movement, and Muhammad Ishaq was influenced by her ideas. He joined the Revolution of 

1857 immediately after its outbreak. He came to Delhi and was given the charge of a 

detachment of forces under Mirza Mughul. On the fall of Delhi he returned to Tonk and was 

arrested before he could enter the town, but not without offering resistance. He was tried at 

Ajmer and sentenced to death. But the Nawab of Tonk, who had a great regard for him and 

addresed him as Makhdum-zadah went to Ajmer and persuaded the Commissioner to pardon 

him. The Mawlana could not reconcile himself to the idea of living in the subcontinent as 2 

British subject and migrated to Afghanistan. For further details see Athar Sahswanl’s article in 

Al-Jami'at, 3 December, 1956. 

149 See Muir, Sir William, Records of the Intelligence Department (Edinburgh, 1902), I, p. 413. 
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unwise to appoint the Princes to military commands. He, therefore, hesitated to 
take this drastic step and told the Princes that, inexperienced as they were, they 
would not be able to discharge their duties with efficiency Subsequently 
however, the Emperor was confronted with and had to yield to a demand trom 
the military officers.'"" 

Military organization 

Mirza Mughul was appointed Commander-in-Chief on Wednesday 
May, in the Darbar.'*! Zinat Mahal. always anxious to advance the claims of her 
son, Prince Jawan Bakht. now persuaded the Emperor, to appoint him) Prime 
Minister.'"” The Princes were absolutely incapable of leadership, and) soon 
became a positive source of disruption and demoralization of the Army. Mirza 
Abu Bakr who was the Supreme Commander of the ( avalry was present at the 
important Battle of the Hindan on 30 May, 1857. As soon as fighting commenced 
and the two sides started firing their heavy guns, the Prince became panicky and 
left the field of battle.'~’ Mirza Mughul had extensive powers, as Commander-in- 
Chief, which he exercised rather unscrupulously. He did not cooperate with 
General Bakht Khan, the most capable and devoted of the military leaders of the 
Revolution, and placed obstacles in his path. In fact, throughout the period of the 
siege of Delhi we find Mirza Mughul disagreeing with him on questions of 
details as well as matters pertaining to the over-all strategy of the War. The 
Emperor invariably accepted the advice of Bakht Khan but the officers who were 
patronized by Mirza Mughul often refused to carry out his orders. Sometimes the 
Prince submitted petitions to the Emperor, which were full of complaints against 
Bakht Khan. The fighting forces were thus divided into two camps. This disunity 
was the main cause of the reverses suffered by the Revolutionaries, particularly 
in the later stages of the War. A reference to these differences is found in the 
report of the spy. Fath Muhammad, dated | September 1857. He writes: “The 
state of affairs at Delhi is as follows: The Nusseerabad and Neemuch Brigades 
are supporters of Mirza Moghul, and the Bareilly Brigade is devoted to the King. 
The officers of the Bareilly force and Mirza are bitter enemies.”'*! Mirza 
Mughul’s brother Khidr Sultan, was mainly responsible for the defeat of the 
Revolutionaries in the Battles of the Hindan and Badli ki Sarai. About his 
conduct in the Battle of the Hindan, Sayyid Mubarak Shah writes: “Mirza Khizar 
Sooltan not liking the turn matters were taking got out of his buggy and mounted 

'°Khwajah Wahid al-Din, a cousin of Syed Ahmed Khan, also put his pressure on the Emperor to appoint the Princes as commanders. His argument was that “the troops who have killed their officers will misbehave to you” if their wishes were ignored. See Memoirs, p. 6. 
‘5! Memoirs, p. 4: Kaye and Malleson, op. cit., Vol. V. 328; also see Chunni Lal’s statement in Trial, p. 146. Zaka-Allah (p. 679) gives 18 May as the date of the appointment of the Princes '? T.N.N., p. 97; Trial, p. 185; Memoirs, p. 7. 
wn Zaka-Allah, p. 679-80. 

See Trial, pp. 87-89, also Secret Letters, No. 191, dated 7 September, 1857. 

Marfat.com 



380 1857 IN THE MUSLIM HISTORIOGRAPHY 

his horse... turned to Meer Nawab and said, ‘What is to be done now?’ to which 

the latter replied, ‘Come along Your Highness—look the English are advancing.’ 

...On hearing these words Mirza turned his horse’s head and the mutineers seeing 

him retiring—first by twos or threes but soon in one mass—fled panic-stricken 

from the field . .. The rebel troops threw their arms in their flight and in sore 

straits and inconceivable confusion reached Jamna, . . . rushed into the river and 

perished.” Similarly at Badli ki Sarai “on the pretence of bringing up magazine 

stores” he “was the first to fly”.'** On the day following the Battle of Badli ki 

Sarai (8 June) the historic siege of Delhi by the British forces commenced. The 

Revolutionaries had therefore to organise their administration in the face of an 

ever increasing pressure of the sjege. 

Military administration 

It is difficult to present a detailed picture of the military administration of 

Bahadur Shah on the basis of the extremely limited source material that has come 

down to us.'*° In some contemporary documents, however, there are a few stray 

references to steps taken by the Revolutionary Government from time to time in 

connection with the organization of the deferce of Delhi. A careful examination 

of this fragmentary information reveals the fact that the Emperor and his advisers 

were anxious to build up a system of military administration. The Commander- 

in-Chief had the overall charge of the Army, and, there being no separate 

ministry for defence, his powers were extensive. An appeal against his orders 

could, however, always be made to the Emperor, but no officers of the 

Government could interfere in his work. Hakim Ahsan-Allah writes: “The 

officials all begged that all orders regarding the army might be issued through the 

General of the army, and that no officer of the Government (Ahlkar-i Badshahi) 

should be allowed to interfere. The King agreed.”"”” 

The War Council 

One of the important steps taken by the new Government was to appoint 

a Majlis (Committee) of leading citizens for securing provisions for the Army 

and the population; Mahbub ‘Ali Khan and Mir Nawab were made directly 

responsible for this. On the same day (12 May) Munshi Fakhr al-Din Hasan was 

directed “to take charge of supplying provisions.” The Emperor’s orders to this 

effect were issued on 12 May and on the following day a statement of the 

SS Mubarak, ff. 54-55, 60. 
‘8° Most of the contemporary writers on the Revolution were Europeans who did not bother about 

the working of the Revolutionary Government. Among the few Hind-Pakistani writers none 

had the courage to discuss matters which, they thought. would displease the British 

Government. They condemned every aspect of the Revolution and censured every act of the 

new Government 
'S7 Memoirs, p. 7. 
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“account of expenses for supplying provisions.” was prepared! This 
arrangement seems to have been purely temporary; after the appomtment of the 
Commander-in-Chiet he became responsible for the supply of the provisions | 
Of course the immediate officers of the various Regiments were directly 
responsible for securing supplies: the Secretariat of the Commander-in-Chiet 
supervised the work of the department and sanctioned payment of the bills. As 
the number of forces increased with the arrival of contingents from different parts 
of the Empire the need of appointing a War Council had become necessary \ 
meeting of this Council was held on 28 July which Bakht Khan was unable 
attend, because he was too busy with the collection of supplies." The War 
Council was an active body issuing instructions and advising the officers with 
regard to the details of the movements of the Regiments and offering risistance to 
the attacks of the enemy. |"! 

For obvious reasons the new Government retained in most cases the 
main principles and nomenclature of the Company's Army administration. The 
majority of the officers in the Revolutionary forees were men who had served 
under the Company. It was, therefore, convenient to adopt its methods and 
terminology in the new system. However, most of the officers being new to the 
posts to which they were now appointed the Government thought it necessary to 
issue orders about their specific duties and responsibilities. Some documents 
containing orders, “governing the conduct of the sepoys” and “defining the duties 
of the Colonel of a regiment’ and “rules for the maintenance of discipline” have 
come down to us.'® In the earlier Stages of the Revolution, the Emperor had 
appointed only a few Commanders from among his sons and grandsons, but with 
the arrival of contingents of troops from different places the number of officers 
must have become fairly large. It is, however, beyond doubt that promotions on a 
large scale were given to the officers who were actively associated with defence 
of the Capital. Several officers with military ranks of the British Army have been 
mentioned.'*’ Bakht Khan’s appointment as General soon after his arrival in 
Delhi is recorded by Jiwan Lal:' he was also given the charge of the general 
adminstration of the city, particularly for purposes of defence. The Emperor's 
autograph order for a seal to be prepared for Bakht Khan calls him “the adviser 
of the State, the respected of the country, our own special slave, Muhammad 

158 

159 
Zaka- Allah, p. 579: Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 358 
There are a number of references to documents regarding the supplies of provisions being submitted to the Commander-in-Chief. See, for instance. Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 204 '  Ibid., p. 23. 

‘8! [bid., p. 37. 
‘© Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 179, No. 59, 60 and 62. 
‘8 Bakht Khan was made a Brigadier by Khan Bahadur Khan in Bareilly; he became a General in Delhi; See Najm al-Ghani; Akhbar al Sanadid, Il. 553; also Intelligence Records. 1, 148 

Similarly Sudhari (Sirdari?) Singh, Ghawth Muhammad and Hira Singh, Commanders of the Nimach forces, are called Generals. Intelligence Records, \l, 6; Press-list of Mutiny Papers, pp 24 (No. 215), 363 (No. 190); Memoirs, p. 18, Other instances can be added T.N.N., p. 134. 
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Bakht Khan. Lord Governor Bahadur, Controller of all matters, military and 

civil." He was generally addressed as General Bahadur and was sometimes 

called ‘Commander-in-Chief of the Army’.'° Jiwan Lal’s statement that he was 

appointed Commander-in-Chief and Mirza Mughul demoted to the rank of 

Adjutant-General on 2 July cannot be true, because only a week later (9 July) the 

latter submitted a petition which was attested by him “with the official seal of the 

Commander-in-Chief;"'°’ on the same date Bakht Khan sends an 

acknowledgement of the receipt of orders from the Commander-in-Chief.'* 

There are clear indications in the Emperor’s orders as well as other documents 

which were seized from the Red Fort that Bakht Khan enjoyed his confidence 

and exercised wide powers in military affairs. When Mirza Mughul made a 

formal complaint against Bakht Khan’s “interference” the Emperor paid no 

attention and passed no orders on the “petition”. The procedure of the 

appointment of officers is not recorded in detail; however, it is evident that 

higher posts in the Revolutionary Army were filled by election. The officers of 

the Regimants elected their Commander from among themselves and the 

Commander-in-Chief, probably after the approval of the Court or the War 

Council, issued orders of his appointment.'”’ Shaykh Shabrati, for instance, was 

elected Subahdar by the officers of the Cavalry and Infantry Regiments; they 

reported this to the Commander-in-Chief.'”' Officers were expected to maintain 

registers of men working under them; these were submitted to the Court.” 

Besides the officers of the Regiments and Brigades there were separate 

Commanders who had the charge of the various branches of the Army. Prince 

Aba Bakr is mentioned by Hakim Ahsan-Allah as the “Commandant of the whole 

cavalry.”!”* “Each Cavalry Regiment is now split up,” says the report of a spy, 

“into small Thokes’ or federacies, comprising those who are resident of a 

particular tract of country. For instance, the Hansi fellows form one Thoke’, the 

Kalanoor men another Thoke’ and so on through the whole body.”"” The upkeep 

of the horses of the Artillery was in the charge of Captain Mu‘in al-Dawlah 

Haydar Khan;'”* Rajah ‘Ali is mentioned as Artillery Inspector. Each Regiment, 

it seems, had a separate Paymaster who was under an Officer-in-charge; Colonel 

Mirza Suhrab Jang was the Commander of the | 1th Regiment and Sayyid Umrao 

165 Trial, p. 34. 

Trial, p. 95. 

'87 Trial, p. 87 

'e8 Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 20 

'© Trial, p. 89. 

'0  Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 34, No. 506. 

'l Ibid. p. 29, No. 380. 
'2 Ibid., p. 36. Nos. 546-47. 
"3 Memoirs, p. 7. 

Secret Letters, No. 191 

Mubarak, f. 63; Press-list, of Mutiny Papers, pp. 37-38: also see Memoirs, p. 8. 

166 

174 

75 
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Finance 
The most difficult problem of the new Government was finance. [he 

number of forces arriving in Delhi was daily increasing, and only a few of them 
| brought enough money for their expenses.'” Bahadur Shah had no funds at his 
| disposal, and he had told the Revolutionaries at the very outset that he did not 
) have any money: but the sepoys had assured him that they would collect the 

necessary funds.'”’ Perhaps neither the Emperor nor the leaders of the sepoys liad 
| aclear idea of the magnitude of this problem. The detence of the ¢ apital had to 

be organized on a much larger scale and for a much longer period than they had 
imagined. With the continuous arrival of reinforcements of British troops the 
pressure of the siege became heavier every day: the prospects of an carly 
conclusion of the war appeared to be meagre.'”’ The morale of some sections ot 
the sepoys was shaken, and they started plundering. Bahadur Shah's difficulties 
were considerably aggravated by the irresponsible conduct of the Princes and 
some officers who had adopted questionable methods of collecting funds for the 
Government as well as for themselves.'*’ The leading merchants of the city who 
were subjected to extortion by Mirza Mughul, submitted a petition to the 
Emperor.'*' The Emperor remedied the situation by directing that the “Court” 
alone was authorized to collect funds. Orders to this effect were issued by the 
Commander-in-Chief, and the Kotwal was directed “not to realize money as it is 
the court only which can do that”; on the same day Khuda Bakhsh, Naib-Kotwal. 
informed Colonel Muhammad Khidr Sultan that the “Commander-in-Chief has 
ordered that none but the court is authorized to realize money.”'* It would, 
however, be wrong to conclude, that the Princes and other State servants alone 
were at fault; the wealthier sections of the people were also responsible for 
creating situations in which the normal machinery of the Government could not 
work smoothly; they did not rise to the occasion and failed to fully cooperate 
with the Revolutionaries. Since they refused to pay their contributions stringent 
measures had to be taken against them.'*’ Sometimes the Commander-in-Chief 

| 
| 

| ‘All acted as its Paymaster.| “ 

} 

Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 166, No. 2. Hakim Ahsan-Allah writes Suhrab i Hindi instead 
of Suhrab Jang. Memoirs, p. 7. 
Bakht Khan is said to have brought with him four lakhs of rupees and distributed advance pay 
to his soldiers for six months. Zaka-Allah, p. 678 
Ibid, p. 691. 
For reinforcements arriving in the British camp see Young, Colonel K.. Delhi, 1857 (London, 
1902), pp. 51. 78, 80. 87. 93.119,170, 266. 268, et. seq 
For instance Fayd-Allah Kotwal was removed from office for accepting bribes. Memoirs, p 
15. 
See Trial, pp. 70. 71-72. 
Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 324 Nos. 59-68,; see Memoirs, pp. 26, 27. Also see Gauri 
Shankar’s Report in Secret Letters, No. 191. 
Memoirs, p. 26. 
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called the bankers to advise him about the methods of collection.'™* According to 

Zaka-Allah the Government could not collect more than four or five lakhs of 

rupees from the sahukars and other rich citizens.'* Besides collecting donations 

the Government took loans from money-lenders; regular bonds were executed 

and interest was paid on these loans.'*° The contents of some of the treasuries in 

the towns and districts captured by the Revolntionaries were also brought to 

Delhi. 

considerably. A requisition from the Commander-i 

Rs. 16,000 “to pay the army, their wages for 4 days. 

Besides these collections and loans the Government asked some of the 

chiefs and landlords of the adjacent districts to send their contributions to the 

Imperial Exchequer.'*” It is not known to what extent these orders were complied 

with; the response was probably not satisfactory. Even in the second month of the 

Revolution the Government found it difficult to disburse the pay of its servants. 

According to Ahsan-Allah Khan a sum of 120,000 rupees was required for this 

purpose in the month of June;'*’ subsequently, the expenditure must have risen 

n-Chief shows that he needed 
39189 

For the wounded soldiers the Government maintained a hospital. It was 

under the Commander-in-Chief and the doctors employed there had to send daily 

and weekly reports.'”’ Besides the staff efnployed in this hospital, the various 

Regiments had physicians and surgeons attached to them. Doctor Muhammad 

Jan was attached to the Volunteer Regiment, and Doctor Sultan to the Mth 

Infantry Regiment.'”| Medical aid seems to have been organized in a satisfactory 

manner: even Zaka-Allah who has presented an extremely distorted picture of the 

short-lived Revolutionary regime, has not criticized it; he has just ignored it. 

Despite the paucity of funds at his disposal to meet the ever-mounting 

expenditure of the administration and the War and numerous difficulties in 

collecting Government revenue and taxes, the Emperor did not allow his officers 

to take anything from the people without paying for it. A number of documents 

in the collection of papers seized from the Fort prove that prompt payments were 

made for things purchased or work done on wages. Though confined to a 

besieged city which was being defended by forces comprised of heterogeneous 

184 

185 

190 

191 

Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 102, Nos. 59-60. 

Zaka-Allah, p. 678. He mentions the names of a few persons who were made to pay money to 

the Government. 

Trial, p. 69 

A list is given in Zaka-Allah, p. 690. 

Memoirs, p. 13. 
The Emperor wanted that the me n of the Cavalry and Infantry regiments should be paid Rs. 9, 

and 7 respectively. The Cavalry men protested against this and demanded Rs. 30 p.m. Mahbub 

“Ali Khan ultimately agreed at Rs. 20 p.m. See Zaka-Allah, pp. 677-78; Press-list of Mutiny 

Papers, p. 401. 

Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 369. 

In the Press-list of Mutiny Papers, we also have references to Doctor Mir Muhammad Khan 

(p. 65), Hawajj Bakhsh (p. 271) 

Muhammad Khan and ‘Ayn al-Din are mentioned as sur} 

p. 25. 
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‘Abd-Allah, Sabur Khan and Imam Bakhsh (p. 369). 
geons (pp. 171, 197). Also see Trial, 
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elements and different units belonging to different places, the new Government 
tried its best to maintain normal conditions of life. The soldiers were not allowed 
to misbehave, and a strict control was kept over the police officers. Mu‘in al-Din 
Hasan Khan, the first Kotwal of Delhi, was dismissed because of his harshness 
and excesses;'”” he was made to disgorge his ill-gotten wealth.’ That the people 
of the city lived a normal life and could afford to indulge in pastimes like the 
flying of kites and pigeons, and the display of fire-works is indicated by Bakht 
Khan’s orders to the Kotwal that these practices were to be stopped, because thes 
disturbed the Army in its activities!” The Kotwal sought instructions of the 
Commander-in-Chief on 30 August; two days later the Vaih-Aorwal. issued 
instructions to the Thanahdars “to circulate the order of the Commander-in-Chict 
not to fly pigeons, kites or discharge fire-works.”!* 

Revenue Administration 

In matters pertaining to revenue administration the Government was 
confronted with the problem of securing the services of experienced officers in 
adequate numbers. Most of the men belonging to this branch of administration 
were posted in districts and worked under the local Governments. On. the 
collapse of the Company’s authority in the Provinces and districts. power was 
seized by the local leaders of the Revolutionaries. In a number ot cases these 
leaders were confirmed in their offices by Imperial farmans or sanads: even 
those who could not get confirmatory orders from the Emperor considered 
themselves to have been working under the Revolutionary Government. Among 
the well-known local Chiefs who received sanads of appointment were Khan 
Bahadur Khan (Bareilly),'"° Birjis Qadr (Lucknow)'”’, Mahmud Khan 
(Bijnore),'"* Walidad Khan (Malagarh),!”” and Liyagat *Ali (Allahabad).""" 

In the Capital itself the Emperor seems to have kept the Revenue 
department under his own supervision,””! but most of the appointments were 
made by Bakht Khan and the Princes.” The Emperor ordered Muhammad * All 
Beg to establish the Revenue Secretariat (Khalsah Shairifah and Hudur Tahsil) in 

t 

Zaka-Allah, p. 688. 
T.N.N., p. 140. 
Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 274, No. 92. 
Ibid., p. 292, No. 194. 
Trial, p. 278. 
Husayni, Il, pp. 225, 448. 
Khan, Syed Ahmed, Sarkashi Zil‘a Bijnawr, (ed. S. Moinul Haq. Karachi, p. 177). pp. 42-43 Intelligence Records, Il, p. 16. 
Zaka-Allah. p. 689. 
Fath Muhammad, a British spy. says in his report: ‘The King reserves the affairs of the country and the Revenue which he will administer himself” Secret Letters, Letter No. 191 Zaka-Allah, p. 689. In the Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 286, there is an application from 
Muhammad Khyr al-Din, requesting the Commander-in-Chicf to appoint him Tahsildar in the District of Balagarh. 
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the house of James Skinner?” obviously there were separate officers for the 

collection of revenue in the Crown Lands. The Emperor sometimes wrote to big 

zamindars of the Crown Lands to send their quota the revenue of their lands. 

Only two days after assuming power he wrote to Skinner who was in his country 

house at Bilaspur (Bulandshahr): “immediately on receiving this order he is to 

transmit to us whatever revenue he may have collected on account of this harvest 

and that in future also he is to send us harvest by harvest the proceeds of the 

Tuppa of Ruboopoora which is included among the Royal lands (Tuyool). Dated 

19 Ramazan (14th May 1857) 21styear."* 
; 

The Minister concerned was directed to issue circulars to the Provincial 

Governments about the appointment of a Tahsildar to whom they were “to give 

facilities in the discharge of his duties.2°° Mawlawi Fayd Ahmad, an officer 

attached to the Revenue Board at Agra, had joined the Revolution, and had come 

to Delhi with the Nimach Brigade. He was appointed Sarrishtahdar, and to quote 

Hakim Ahsan-Allah, “all the office work was made over to him;” all the 

Thanahdars and Kotwals were directed to send their applications to him and obey 

his orders, and “the Maulawi should bring important cases before the King; ... 

he should write daily an abstract of the ‘thanah reports, and bring it before the 

King”? Zaka-Allah adds that he was given some judicial work along with 

Mirza Mughul and Khidr Sultan; perhaps cases of the Army men were decided 

by this Court?” where the Mawlawi represented the Emperor. Subsequently, | 

however, Fayd Ahmad was attached to Revenue administration; he is mentioned § 

as visiting Aligarh and Bulandshahr to collect revenue of those districts. The 

collection of revenue was among the duties of the local Chiefs and zamindars, 

but they used to withhold Government dues, and the Emperor was sometimes 

forced to send his officers to realize them. Mawlawi Fayd Ahmad was 

accompanied by Husayn Bakhsh, they were specifically directed to realize 

Government revenues from Gulab Singh (Kacher), Zahur “Ali Khan (Dharampur) 

and Muhammad Dawud Khan of Bhikampur.® It is difficult to form an idea of 

the villages that paid the revenue to the Emperor; however, about the end of 

September, 1857, Muir was told by Clifford who was in Ghaziuddin-Nagar that 

203 Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 12, No. 13; p. 113, No 8; p. 400, No. 22; also see Trial, p. 10. 

Mirza Muhammiad ‘Ali Beg was in the beginning appointed Tahsildar of Mihrauli, 7.N.N., 

101 
. 

Secret Letters, Letter No. 212 of 3.11.1857, No. 164, Bahadur Shah’s order to Skinner was 

seized with other documents by Captain Briggs when the Palace fell to the British. Its 

translation was sent by the officiating Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, to Edmunstone, 1 

Secretary to Government of India, Foreign Department, with a covering letter dated 6th 

October, 1857. It may be noted that the order of the Emperor mentions James Skinner who had 

died in 1841. Actually R.W. Skinner occupied the house at Bilaspur. See Kaye and Malleson, $ 
VI, 135. 

‘ 

204 

Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 180. No. 2. 

Memoirs, p. 16; also Mubarak, f. 109. 

Zaka-Allah, p. 688. 
‘ 

Zaka-Allah, p. 691. He gives a list of other zamindars also who were expected to send i, 

contributions, See p. 690. 
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09 

| 
1 

“several of the Goojur villages have already paid it to the late King: 
| Ghulam Fakhr al-DIn Khan, the Tahsildar of Kot Qasim, had been able to collect 
| revenue to the tune of 3000 rupees; ‘Abd al-Haqq was despatched to Gurgaon for 

the same purpose.?"” Occasionally the Emperor inspected the accounts himself; 
) on 23 July orders were issued to the Revenue Collector of Kot Qasim to submit 

his accounts for inspection by the Emperor”! 
Besides land revenue the Government collected other taxes also. Sugar, 

| for instance, was taxed at the rate of annas eight per maund; evidently, this was 
| sales tax. Octroi duties on this commodity as well as salt were withdrawn? On 
| 23 August the Mukhtar al-Saltanat directed the Kotwal “to realize the rent from a 
dancing girl by distraining her Property”; four days later, he asked the same officer “to realize the canal rents from Ghulam Nabi Khan.”! 

Mint 

In spite of their best efforts to secure donations, borrow money’ and realize revenue and other taxes, the Revolutionary Government, it is easy to 
understand, could not collect enough money to meet the expenses of the war and the reconstruction of a broken machinery of administration. The system of paper currency did not exist and enormous quantities of metal were needed to coin money. As early as 23 May, 1857, orders were issued that “the old coins should be withrawn from circulation, and new coinage introduced.”’'* On 6 August the Commander-in-Chief sought the Emperor’s permission to establish a mint in Delhi; this was sanctioned.?'° However, the price of gold had considerably risen and this must have affected the prices of other metals also. It was not possible, ‘herefore, to coin money on a large scale. By September the financial position of he Government had deteriorated to such an extent that “gold and silver articles selonging to the palace have been sent to the King’s mint for coinage.””'’ To add 
ee 

Intelligence Records, 1, 129. 
Zaka-Allah, p. 697. 

'' TN, p 164. 
Ibid, pp. 149-152. 
Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 270, No. 20; Pp. 272, No. 43. The office of the Mukhtar al- Saltanat was at the time held by Samsam al-Dawlah Ahmad Quli Khan, the father of Queen Zinat Mahal and a grandson of Ahmad Shah Abdali’s Wazir, Shah Wali Khan. See Memoirs, p. 14. 

The Government took loans from bankers and other rich persons and paid regular interest. The Muslims “could not be called upon to supply funds” (in the form of loans) because they would not take interest. However, they had to give donations in cash and also in the form of Provisions for the Mujahids: TN. N.. p. 99; Trial, p. 72. T.N.N., p. 101. 
Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 14, No. 45; p, 407, No. 246, 247, Press-list of Mutiny Paper, p. 8, No 11; Gauri Shankar Spy reports on 12 September: “A mint has been established and the silver of the King’s howdas, sticks of office, and utensils are sent to the mint to be coined into Tupees for the use of the army.” The mint was set up in Katrah Maghru. See Mutiny Recards, VII, Pt. Il, 34; 56. 
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to the difficulties of the Government, anti-social elements had become active, 

and the Commander-in-Chief had to issue a proclamation to the people “warning 

them against counterfeiting coins.”?!® Besides Delhi, Bahadur Shah’s coins were & 

minted at other places also, as, for instance, at Lucknow. Gold mohurs minted at 5 

Lucknow were brought to the Emperor and presented as nadhr by ‘Abbas Mirza, 

the envoy of the Wali of Awadh. The legend on these coins indicated that the 7 

Wali of Awadh acknowledged the suzerainty of Bahadur Shah.?"” This is a fact of | 

great constitutional significance. The East India Company had encouraged the 

Nawabs of Awadh to assume the status of a King and thus become rivals to the 

Mughul Emperor. The Revolutionary leaders of Awadh reverted to the old 

constitutional position of their Chief vis-a-vis the Central Government and 4 

acknowledged the suzerainty of Bahadur Shah. 

Civil appointments 

On 14 May the Emperor called Mufti Sadr al-Din and asked him to work # 

as “City Magistrate, to try all cases, and decide them with impartiality and } 

justice. The Moulvie excused himself on the plea of bad health”?! But © 

subsequently he seems to have accepted’office under the new Government; on 

June 5, the Emperor appointed Mumtaz alsDawlah Muhammad Taqi Khan as 

Sadr Amin “under Maulawi Mohd. Sadru’d-Din.”” From the meagre and-& 

fragmentary references in contemporary records it appears that separate courts 

were set up for civil and military cases. Mawlawi Fayd Ahmad who had arrived 

in Delhi on 26 July”? was “at once appointed Chief Criminal Judge by the King”; 

he was of advanced age but “retained his courage to the last and constantl 

exposed himself.”-* Mawlawi Ghulam Ahmad is also mentioned as an “officer 

in-charge of the criminal court.2> On 6 July Muhammad Quli Khan was 

. fe . 9922 Pi . 

appointed “Magistrate over the city with full powers.” ° In a circular issued b: 

Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 36, No- 543 

219 The legend on these gold mohurs was: 

UIP =f Lo in 

WIE We wle gy Uy 

The victorious coin was struck in gold: Siraj al-Din Bahadur Shah Ghazi. 7. N. N., p- 69; fo 

gold mohurs minted in Delhi see T.N.N., p. 96. 

See p. 12 (chapter I). 

21 7 N.N.. p.90. 
22 Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 374. No. | 

Young, p. 156. 
; 

224 Mubarak. f. 111. Besides this he had the charge of the Emperor’s Secretariat. See Memoirs 

note on p. 16. Fayd Ahmad was born in 1223 H. and was therefore in his fiftieth year at ™ 

time of the Revolution. See ‘Ali, Rahman, Tadhkirah i ‘Ulama i Hind (Lucknow, 1914), 1 

165 

Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 291. No. 168. 

T.N.N., p. 141. 

2235 

226 
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the Kotwal, Fayd Ahmad Khan is mentioned as Afiisif The Judiciary. it 
appears, could not be organized as elaborately as other departments were done 
There is recorded evidence to show that even minor cases of theft were brought 
before the Emperor and that he took action on them, issuing necessary orders 

Bahadur Shah and other Revolutionary leaders at Delhi were contronted 
with problems which were completely new to them. Few of them had any 
experience of administration, and much less of running it during a period of wat 
They seemed to have counted on two factors: that the Company ’s officers and 
forces would soon be overpowered and wiped out and that the Hind-Pakistan: 
officers in the Company's service would respond to their appeals. In both cases 

| their expectations were only half fulfilled. However, in spite of the unexpected 
/and long course which the Revolution took and the protracted war that they had 
to fight the Revolutionaries succeeded in setting up a fairly efficient machinery 
of administration. Delhi had been completely cut off from the Panjab, and yet the 
Government was able to keep the economic situation under full control. almost 
normal levels of prices were maintained except in the case of gold for which the 
demand had grown. **Some of the Telangahs had so much money (in rupees) that 
they could not carry it: they would go about in the city purchasing gold. Because 
of their purchases the rate of gold has risen from 16 and 17 rupees to 27 and 28 
per tolah . . . There used to be crowds of them at the shops of the gold-smiths. 
asking the latter to convert their gold into bangles or rings for their legs. Some of 
the Telangahs had as many as five rings on each of their thighs." The demand 
for gold being confined to a very limited section of the people. the Government 
was able to keep the prices of other articles within reasonable levels. Ghee. for 
nstance, could be purchased at one rupee for three seers.-’ The rate of sulphur, 
according to payment made under the orders of the Commandant of the Artillery 
0 a grocer, works out to be less than three annas for a seer.’ It was on account 
of the comparative cheapness of prices that the pay of a footman could be fixed 
it Rs. 5/- and that of a Cavalry trooper at Rs. 30/- per month.” "| 

?? Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 292 
* T.N.N., p. 100; Zaka-Allah, p. 677 
P° Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 253, No. 34. An idea of the prices of other articles may be 

formed by a list in the petition of a man named Ahsan al-Haqq whose property had been 
plundered. He claimed the prices of the articles looted at the following rates 

Cotton carpet, 5 yards long, valued at 7Rs 
Copper saucer with cover - 4 2Rs. 

| Prayer carpet si “i 2Rs. 
Banaras Scarf i a 4s 7Rs. 
a house 3 a rs 200 Rs. 
a pair of bullocks ia ‘6 100 Rs. 
a sword “a 7 a3 15 Rs. 

See Trial, p. 18. 
Haydar Husayn Khan asks Jawala Nath “to credit Rs. 109 and 6 annas to the account of Lala Dina Nath, Grocer, from whom 14 maunds and 23 seers of sulphur have been secured for the magazine.” Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 357 No. 51. 
T.N.N.,, p. 92. 
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With a hastily-reconstructed machinery of administration and an Army 

comprised of heterogeneous elements —regular units of the Company’s Bengal 

Army, Ghazis, and Regiments belonging to Princely States besides retainers of 

minor Chiefs—the Revolutionaries, defended Delhi against a well-equipped and 

well-trained British force for four long months. They were defeated in the end 

but only after leaving behind a brilliant record of heroic deeds and sacrifices. 

THE DEFENCE OF DELHI (1) 

The British forces move towards Delhi 

The Revolutionary Government was hardly twenty days in the saddle 

when they had to fight their-first battle against the British on the banks of the 

Hindan, a tributary of the Jamuna. In the long and eventful history of Hind- 

Pakistan never was a Government forced into a major war in such a state of 

unpreparedness as that of the eighty-two year old Bahadur Shah. The organizers 

of the Movement had planned a violent Revolution, but they had never calculated 

that it would mean a long war. The Army and the people, they thought, had been 

thoroughly worked upon; the former was?ready to strike at a moment’s notice, 

while the latter would support it. The wealthy classes could not be relied upon, 

but their number was small, and it was obvious that the Revolutionaries would 

not show much regard to the hoarders of wealth. The original programme of the 

Revolutionaries was that on a particular day the sepoys, in their respective 

stations, would simultaneously overwhelm the European officers and men of the 

Company’s Army; this would be followed by a general rising of the people under 

the local leaders; the machinery of administration would thus be paralyzed, and a 

new Government established. The premature rising of the sepoys at Meerut had, 

however, upset their arrangements. No doubt they wer
e able to capture Delhi, but 

before the reports of the outbreak could reach other important centres of the 

Movement, the British forces were already in motion. 

Before the Telegragh Office at Delhi was captured by the 

Revolutionaries a short but highly alarming message had been flashed to” 

Ambala; from there the news was communicated to “all stations”. The same day 

General Anson, the Commander-in-Chief of the Company’s Army, who was 

recouping his health in Simla, received a report of what had happened in Delhi. 

No time was lost in preparing for a march on the Capital. He sent immediate 

orders to Kasauli, Dagshai and Sabathu that the Regiments stationed there wert 

to move down forthwith; instructions were also sent to Ferozepur and Jullundur 

for precautionary measures and to Phillaur for the preparation of a siege train. 

22 The telegram sent from Ambala read as below: 

“The following just received from Delhi: We must leave office. All bungalows are being burn! 

down by the sepoys from Meerut. They came in this morning. We are off: don’t roll today: 

Mr. C. Todd is dead we think. He went out this morning and has not returned yet. We h 

that nine Europeans were killed.” Mutiny Records, VIl, Part I, p. 17. 
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Having “pressed forward the urgent measures”, Anson left Simla on 14 May 
| teaching Ambala the next morning. It took him three more days to despatch the 
| first detachment to Delhi.” 

Anson has been criticized by some writers for not acting with as much 
| promptitude as the occasion demanded; he was hesitant to risk an attack on the 

Imperial Capital. In reply to a letter from John Lawrence, Chief Commissioner ot 
the Panjab, in which the latter had emphasized the urgency of recovering Delhi. 
the Commander-in-Chief referred to the inadequacy of troops and equipment at 
his disposal, and then said: “It becomes now a matter for your consideration 
whether it would be prudent to risk the small European force we have here in an 
enterprise upon Delhi. | think not.”** Lawrence was not convinced by Anson's 
arguments. Canning also held the same view; Anson was, therefore. overruled 
and had to proceed to Delhi. Before he could begin his march he sent Hodson. 
escorted by Jhind forces, to Meerut with a message for General Hewitt.’ The 
latter had, however, already despatched a messenger to Ambala. The two en\ oys 
met on the road between Karnal and Meerut; “so unexpected was this meeting 
that at first each party took the other for ‘moofsids’, as we used in those days to 
designate the rebels; but we soon discovered our mistake.”?*° 

The Sikhs support the British 

Douglas Forsyth, Deputy Commissioner of Ambala, was a friend of the 
Maharaja of Patiala. He met the Sikh Chief and asked him: “Are you for us or 
against us?” The prompt reply of the Maharaja was: “As long as I live, | am 
yours.” It may be noted here that the attitude of the Sikh States towards the 
Movement was important; if they had not preferred to cooperate and help the 
British, the course of the Revolution would have been entirely different. Delhi 
could not have been recaptured by the British if the line of communications had 
not been kept open in the Panjab, and this “important service” was rendered by 
the Phulkian Chiefs. The Revolutionary Government of Delhi had early realized 

| the strategic importance of the territories of the Sikh States. particularly of 
| Patiala. As early as 15 May, 1857, the Emperor had sent a farman to the 
| Maharaja of Patiala. This was followed by several others, because Delhi was 
| | fully aware of the help which the British were receiving from these Chiefs.” 

The cooperation of Patiala, Jhind and other Sikh States having been 

Cf Forrest, I, 54. 
Smith, R. Bosworth, Life of Lord Lawrence (London, 1901), 1, 492; also see Kaye and 
Malleson, II, 112-13. * 
Hodson, George H., Twelve Years of a Soldier's life in India (London, 1859), p. 187. 
Mackenzie. Colonel’ A. R. D., Mutiny Memoirs (Pioneer Press, Allahabad, second edition, 1891), p. 54. 
Forrest, I, 59; Roberts, op. cit., 1, 104. Some valuable documents of this correspondence may 
be seen in the Records Office of the Pakistan Government, Lahore. Press-list of Mutiny 
Papers, Punjab Secretariat (Lahore, 1925), p. 30. 
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secured and necessary information received from Meerut, Anson decided to 

proceed to Delhi. The Commander-in-Chief’s plan was to assemble his army at 

Karnal where he arrived on the morning of 25 May. He hoped to enter Baghpat 

on 5 June and wait there for the arrival of General Hewitt. In Karnal, however, he 

was stricken with cholera and died early in the morning on 27 May.” Major 

General Sir Henry Barnard who succeeded Anson issued an order that villages 

which had ill-treated the European fugitives from Delhi were to be utterly 

destroyed.” The Field Force left Karnal on 30 May, reaching ‘Alipur ten miles 

from Delhi, on 5 June; here it waited for the arrival of the siege train” 

The Battle of the Hindan, 30-31 May 

The Meerut troops commanded by Brigadier Wilson had already left 

their cantonments for Delhi on the night of 27 May; three days later they 

encamped near Ghaziuddin-nagar on the banks of the Hindan. The officers of the 

Revolutionary forces at Delhi decided to give them a battle before they crossed ( 

the Jamuna. Mubarak Shah tells us that the troops wanted the Emperor to 

accompany them to the battle field, but the old monarch said that he was too 

weak to join them. Mirza Khidr Sultan @nd Mirza Abu Bakr were, therefore, 

ordered to lead the Army, which consisted of “three regiments, four horse 

artillery guns, one gun of a bullock battery and four hundred cavalry.”*"" Against 

this the British Column was comprized of “two squadrons of the Carabineers, a © 

wing of the 60th Rifles, Scott’s light field battery, Tombs’ troop of horse 

artillery, two 18-pounder guns, all manned by Europeans, with some native 

sappers and irregular horse.”"? The Revolutionaries, though numerically 

superior, were handicapped by the fact that they had arrived from Delhi the same 

day and had no time to rest, the British having reached the site early in the 

morning and not expecting “the presence of an enemy nearer to us than Delhi’, 

passed their day “in conversation and in sleep.” 

The Revolutionaries were tired, but their presence having been 

discovered they could not postpone fighting for long. They began by opening fire 

from their heavy guns, which had been placed on a small ridge on the right bank 

and not far from the rivulet. The British guns replied, and at the same time their 

riflemen moving forward along the causeway came to close quarters with the 

It is rather interesting to note that the “Native troops” thought that General Anson was 

commissioned to convert them. See Young, p. 21n. 

3° Ibid, p. 31 
The siege train was equipped at Phillaur and consisted of “eight eighteen-pounders, four eight: 

inch howitzers, twelve five-and-a-half inch mortars, and four eight-inch mortars.” Kaye and 

Malleson, II. 141 n. 

*! Folio, 53 

Forrest. 1, 66. The Revolutionaries had a numerical superiority, but the figures given by som 

Western writers are highly exaggerated. Cave-Browne, for instance, says, “some i! 

Europeans ... drove ten times their own number.” Vol. I, p. 313. 

Rotton, pp. 23, 24. 243 
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Revolutionaries. When the battle was in full rage Mirza Khidr Sultan came out of 
his carriage (buggi), mounted his horse and turned his head. '' As. the 
Revolutionaries were retreating a gallant sepoy of the Ith Regiment discharged 
his musket into an ammunition waggon, which cost him his life. but the 
explosion killed Captain Andrews with some of his followers, who were trying to 
capture it. “It taught us”, comments Sir John Kaye, “that amone the mutineers 
were some brave and desperate men, who were ready to court mstant death tor 
the sake of the national cause.” 

On the following morning (31 May, 1857) the officers of the 
Revolutionary forces again left Delhi for another engagement. The battle was 
really an artillery duel which lasted for about two hours Brigadier Wilson 
ordered a general advance; the sepoys found its pressure too heay y. “but although 
they felt that they could not hold their ground and continue the battle. they did 
not fly, shattered and broken, as on the preceding day Having discharged into 
our advancing columns a tremendous shower of grapeshot, they limbered up their 
guns before the smoke had dispersed, and fell back in orderly array.” On both 
sides casualties were rather heavy: the retreat of the Revolutionaries, howe er. 
raised the morale of the Meerut Brigade. It was joined by the Sirmur Battalion ot 
the Gurkhas on | June: three days later orders were received for a march tow ards 
‘Alipar. On 7 June Brigadier Wilson’s force joined General Barnard early in the 
morning. Their arrival put the entire camp into high spirits. Keith Young wrote in 
a letter, dated 7 June. that “no one doubts for an instant the ultimate result of the 
contest and ere this reaches you all confidently expect that Delhi will be in our 
possession, and with very tittle loss on our side; . .°' He was. however. soon 
disillusioned. 

The Battle of Badli ki Sarai, 8 June 

By the end of the first week of June the British army Was in a position to 
| march on Delhi, the seige train having arrived on the 6th. Two days later was 
_ fought the Battle of Badli-ki-Sarai. On hearing that the Meerut Brigade was 
moving towards ‘Alipur the Revolutionaries had decided to send a small force of 

| Infantry, supported by five hundred horse, four heavy guns and two troops of 
Horse Artillery to stop the advancing British army. They did not send a large 

| force because they had been misled by a British spy who “disguised as a 
| Moulvee came into Delhi and informed the soubadars and other Native officers 
©} that four hundred of the 4th Ir. Cav. then with the British would during the fight 

come over and join them, that they must not interfere with them in any way as 
they were friends and easily recognizable being dressed in green Tunics and 

See supra. 
Kaye and Malleson, Vol. II. p. 138. 
Ibid., pp. 139-40. 
Young, p. 44. 

Marfat.com 



394 
1857 IN THE MUSLIM HISTORIOGRAPHY 

turbans and that he had been sent secretly with the information.”* As the 

Revolutionaries were negotiating with the 4th Irregular Cavalry they were taken 

in by the spy and the “Rebel army marched that night taking the Moulvee with 

them and arrived at ‘Badlee’ ... Mirza Khizhar Sooltan was distinguished by a 

very brilliant hand-piece which glistened, sparkled in the sun.””” They took their 

position in and around a sarai which was situated a little to the right of the Grand 

Trunk Road from Delhi; the ground on either side of the road was swampy, and a 

mile to the Western Jamna Canal, almost parallel to it for several miles. Brigadier 

Grant crossed the Canal and proceeding along its right bank took a position, from 

where he could cover the rear of the Revolutionary force; the main column 

marched down the road, and .to its left was the third contingent commanded by 

Brigadier Graves.” ; 

The day was just dawning when the British opened fire; the 

Revolutionaries replied with firmness. “The fire of the enemy’s heavy battery, 

aided by several light guns”, says Lieutenant Norman, second Adjutant-General 

of the Army, “began to tell seriously, the bullock drivers of our heavy guns ran 

away with the cattle, and one of the waggons blew up; our men fell fast, and the 

staff offering a tempting mark, two officers (Colonel Chester and Captain Russel) 

were killed, and several horses of the staff lost in the course of one or two 

minutes.””*' This upset the British Commander who ordered the Infantry to make 

a charge; it was followed up by flanking attacks and the appearance of Graves t 

and Grant on the right and left of the camp of the Revolutionaries. Their officers, 

Mubarak Shah tells us, “saw the four hundred horses described by the Moulvee 

and fully satisfied, allowed them to advance unmolested.””? They soon realized, 

however, that they had been deceived by the “moulvee”; the 3rd Cavalry } 

advanced to meet them; both sides lost “some 200 men” in the contest, but Mirza 

Abu Bakr had fled from the field “on the pretence of bringing up magazine 

stores.” This action of the Commander of the Revolutionaries disheartened them 

and ‘“‘the infantry commenced retreating followed by the remaining artillery and 

3rd Cavalry.” The cowardice of the Prince had demoralized the Revolutionary 

forces; they withdrew after suffering heavy losses. For the British, too, “it was no 

a 

248 Mubarak, ff.58-59. 
249 Ibid. f. 59 
280 “The total force to be engaged in the main attack was in round numbers 170 cavalry and 1,900 

infantry, with fourteen guns. That employed in the flank attack about 350 cavalry and ten 

guns.” Norman’s Narrative, State Papers, 1,435. 

81 Ibid 
Cave-Browne admits that “the heavy guns of the enemy. . . were playing with deadly effect of 

the advancing column.” See Vol. 1, p. 321. Rotton confirms this; “The practice of theif 

artillery was excellent; they had the range to a nicety, and their fire was rapid and scarcel 

unbroken for a moment. There can be no question it was telling with deadly effect on 0 

advance column.” See p. 40. 

252 Mubarak, f. 60. 
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easy victory. Here, as on the Kindan, the rebels fought well; they worked the 
guns with fatal accuracy.” 

Despite heavy losses in the field of battle and excessive heat. Barnard 
decided to follow up his victory by an advance on Delhi: he feared the 
Revolutionaries would reassemble and occupy another strong position if they 
were not pursued. Half a mile below the sarai near Azadpur the road split into 
two branches, one leading to the city of Delhi and the other to the cantonments 
The British forces were divided into two sections; Barnard led one of them on the 
cantonment road, the other marched towards the city under Wilson. The Sirmur 
Battalion of the Gurkhas was extended between the two columns The 
Revolutionaries had taken position on the Ridge and posted three guns at the | lag 
Staff Tower. From here they opened fire, and with accuracy, on Barnard’s 
Column, hitting the marchers right up to the bridge over a canal nearby. Barnard, 
however, managed to cross over to the parade ground and then proceed through 
the deserted houses of the officers and the sepoys in the cantonment area. When 
he was within a few hundred yards of the Flag Staff Tower, his men wheeled up 
to its right and started firing: they were supported by the Gurkhas. Wilsons’s 
Column too was not allowed to proceed unhampered;*' it met with Opposition at 
the Sabzi-Mandi. Ultimately it succeeded in mounting the Ridge at the southern 
end. The losses of the Revolutionaries were no doubt heavier than those of the 
British,” but far more disheartening for them was the fact that the enemy now 
held the road to the Panjab and the northwest. Delhi was thus cut off from one 
of the strategically most vital regions of the subcontinent. As the Revolutionaries 
had no navy and could not capture or exercise control over the sea ports, their 
only means of communications were the land routes that passed through the 
Panjab; these were now held by their enemy. 

The Siege begins 

The British forces encamped below the Ridge in the parade ground, and 
“seldom has a finer position been occupied by a British Army.”?*” In the rear of 
their camp ran the Najafgarh Jhil Canal which, though ordinarily dry during the 

Cave-Browne. I, 321. 
On hearing of the reverse at Badli ki Sarai the Revolutionary Government sent troops of Irregulars to reinforce its Army. They “went four cos beyond the Ridge,” but they had no guns -with them and were forced to make a retreat: their Commander, Risalahdar Mubarak Khan, was slightly injured. See Mubarak, f. 62. 
Some writers have put the losses of the Revolutionaries at a thousand; perhaps Kaye is nearer the truth, when he says that “the loss of the enemy is computed at three hundred and fifty men.” See Kaye and Malleson, II, p. 145. 
The authorities of the Revolutionary Government were convinced that the main cause of their defeat was the treachery of the “moulvi” who had acted as a British spy; he had been kept as a closely guarded prisoner, and now that his guilt was proved, he was put to death. Mubarak, f. 62 
Kaye and Malleson, II, 386. 
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summer months, was full of pure and wholesome water because of plentiful rains 

in 1856. “It is scarcely possible” remarked Colonel Baird Smith, “to over- 

estimate the value of such a provision both to the health and comfort of the 

troops, for without it the river, two miles distant, or the wells in Cantonment, all 

brackish and bad, must have been the sole sources of water supply for man and 

beast . . . the Jhil canal was not merely a good defensible line for military 

operations, but a precious addition to the comfort and salubrity of the camp.”?*® 

In front of the camp was the famous Ridge which extended from the 

Jamuna for about two miles and was roughly speaking sixty feet higher than the 

level of the city. Along the Ridge stood four buildings at some intervals—The 

Flag Staff Tower, an old mosque, an observatory, and, near the extreme south- 

western edge, a Maratha chief's country residence, known as Hindu Rao’s 

House. In all these buildings pickets were established. To the right of his camp, 

Barnard threw a heavy battery near the end of the Ridge. Not far from it was the 

Sabzi-Mandi, a suburb of Delhi, which could provide a cover to the 

Revolutionary forces if they chose, as they frequently did, to attack the British 

camp from that side. Further down and facing the surrounding wall of 

Shahjahan’s Capital stood the ‘/dgah and then came the suburbs of Kishanganj 

and Paharipur. In the wide space betweengthe Ridge and the city there were a 

number of buildings and gardens; Metcalfe House and Ludlow Castle were 

important for both parties. Delhi’s main strength was its surrounding wall, nearly 

seven miles in circumference, with a ditch below its base. To the east of the town 

flows the Jamuna, and a bridge of boats connected the Capital with the regions 

across the river. The city wall was pierced by several Gates where strong guards 

had been posted with guns at “commanding points”. The area surrounding the 

Kashmir Gate became the chief battle-ground of the siege because it faced the 

British camp. 

Early skirmishes 

The Revolutionaries had by now realized that they would have to fight a 

full-fledged war, and that first stage. was the defence of Delhi; this was a hard 

task because the entire resources of the Sikh States besides their own forces in 

the Panjab and the north-west were at the disposal of the British. The 

Revolutionry officers decided to take the offensive, and on the afternoon of 9 

June they came out of the Lahore Gate and attacked Hindu Rao’s House where 

the British had established their main picket. Unfortunately for the 

Revolutionaries their enemy had been greatly reinforced the same morning by the 

Infantry. They were immediately sent to support the picket. A contested action 

followed resulting in the withdrawal of the Revolutionaries, who probably ha 

258 MS. Memoir quoted in Kaye and Malleson, IL. pp. 387-88 n. 
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information about the arrival of British reinforcements. In the action the British 
lost Battye, Commandant of the Guides Cavalry 

On the following day the Revolutionaries again marched out of the 
Ajmer Gate, Major Reid, commanding the Gurkhas, met them — The 
Revolutionaries did not fire at their countrymen and cricd out) “We expect the 
Gurkhas to join us; we won't fire”. Promptly came the taunting reply “Oh ves 
we are now coming to join you.” They were allowed to come within iventy 
paces of the Revolutionaries; from here “they gave a well-directed volley. killing 
between twenty and thirty, and followed them up until fired on by the batteries of 
the Ajmer Gate.” Jiwan Lal in his account of the fighting on this date says that 
the Revolutionaries were commanded by Samad Khan and that “about |00 
English were killed.“ The next day (11 June) another attempt was made by the 
Revolutionaries to capture Hindu Rao’s House, but the Gurkhas resisted their 
advance and forced them to withdraw. For three days successively they attacked 
the right flank of the enemy, but they did not achieve much success: they were, 
however, not deterred by discouraging factors. Early in the morning of the 12th 
they launched an attack on the left flank of the enemy. 1 aking advantage of the 
undulating ground and successfully using the trees as a cover they got on to the 
Ridge and surprised the Flag Staff picket. “In consequence of this”, Rotton says. 
“the enemy advanced a little too near the guns without being observed: The 
rebels evinced more than ordinary daring, coming up in spite of the steady 
resistance made against them by the picquet: . . °°! 

The bullets of the Revolutionaries, some of whom marched right up to 
the lines hit the men in the British camp: three of them were killed.’ Captain 
Knox of the 75th Foot tried to resist their advance, but he was shot dead by a 
sepoy; a number of men belonging to the same Regiment also fell with him. 
After a determined fight lasting for nearly two hours and a half the 
Revolutionaries were obliged to withdraw, but “they had inflicted some severe 
losses on our side.”*’ An officer engaged in the struggle “found the Flag Staff 

| full of our wounded men, and numbers lying round the open face in front. | am 
told, that out of the few who held the position, no less than forty-five men and 
pews officers were killed and wounded—nearly all of the 75th and Europeans: . . 

Attack on the Metcalfe House 

The losses in the last engagement alerted the British Commander, and to 
"| lessen the possibility of a recurrence of surprise attacks it was decided to occupy 

State Papers, |, p. 294; Zaka-Allah, p. 580. 
2 T.NN., pp. 118-19, 
2°! Rotton, p. 68. 
2 Zaka-Allah, p. 581. 
°° Rotton, p 68. 
*4 Ball, 1, 463. 
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the Metcalfe House, “that estate, on which the late Sir Theophilus Metcalfe had 

so lavishly displayed his taste.”°° The building originally stood in a large garden 

covering about 1000 acres. It had been plundered and burnt by the Gujars under 

the zamindar of Chandrauli, but its walls still provided a good site for a battery, 

which the Revolutionaries had established. Its strategic importance was fully 

realized by the British, and the possibility of wresting it from the Revolutionaries 

was discussed on 1] June; but it was thought that “with so weak a force, the risk 

would be too great.” Nevertheless, in consequence of the retreat of the 

Revolutionaries on 12 June it fell into British hands and a strong picket was 

establishéd. 
The combats of the first five days had been very encouraging from the 

point of view of the besiegers, but it was after much hesitation that the General 

agreed “to take Delhi” by a coup de main. A plan was made to blow up two 

Gates of the city and then force an entry before dawn on 13 June. But at the last 

moment, Barnard abandoned the plan because, it has been stated, he was told by 

one of his officers: “You may certainly take the city by surprise, but whether you 

are strong enough to hold it is another matter.” 

Role of the spies > 

It was now obvious that the siege of Delhi would be a long affair; steps 

were therefore taken by the British Commander to strengthen his position. 

Besides new batteries and pickets a very efficient and extensive system of 

espionage was established under Hodson. He contacted an acquaintance, 

Mawlawi Rajab ‘Ali, who had served as the confidential Mir Munshi of Henry 

Lawrence. The mawlawi agreed to offer his services, and “with a fidelity and zeal 

which it is impossible to over-estimate in that crisis, did this man, rigid 

Mohammedan though he was, daily forward from the very heart of the city—in a 

quill, a chupattee, a sole of a shoe, the fold of a turban, or the matted hair of a 

Sikh—anywhere or anyhow, so as to escape detection—a slip of paper containing 

the news of all that was passing in the city which it behoved us to know; and so 

great was his tact that not a shadow of a suspicion rested upon him. Like the two 

ends of an electric wire were Rujjub ‘Ali in the city and Hodson in camp; 

through them passed daily the most authentic intelligence of the rebel plans and — 

movements.””” Besides Rajab ‘Ali there were other spies who sent information — 

Cave-Browne, 1,331. 
; 

Forrest, 1, 86-87; Cave-Browne, I, 33536. Hodson, one of the officers who were asked to draw 

the plan of assault, writes under 13 June: “I am very vexed, though the General is most kind — 

and considerate in trying to soothe my disappointment—too kind, indeed, or he would not s0 

readily have pardoned those whose fault it is that we are still outside Delhi.” See Hodson, P. — 

204. 

Keith Young thought otherwise. “Most fortunate, | think”, he wrote in his diary, “that we 

did not attack, for failure would have been death—and success was not a quite certain; ...” See 

p. 9. 

Cave-Browne, I, 339-40. 

265 

266 

a i 
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to the British camp; Chunna Mai was richly rewarded for esplonage after the re- 
establishment of British rule.°°’ Gauri Shankar’’” was another SPY; some of his 

| letters were recovered from the Red Fort when it fell to the British; women were 
j also engaged.” In some cases even the officers of the Revolutionary 
, Government were in the pay of the enemy.” "| Subsequently the intelligence 
) service was further strengthened and organized by the Lieutenant-Governor of 
| the North-Western Provinces, and William Muir was put in charge of it 

The Revolutionaries also had their spies but their system did not work as 
\efficiently as that of the British. It is difficult to overemphasize the advantage of 
successful espionage during the entire course of the War of Independence, and 
\there can be no doubt that one of the main causes of British successes in Delhi 
was that they received detailed and correct information of the resources and 
activities of its defenders, while the Revolutionaries in most cases built their 
plans on the basis of faulty information. ‘The fact was”, Mubarak Shah remarks, 
“that the Rebel Army possessed no really trustworthy information as to the 
aumber and position of the British troops—nor had they a [?] spy on whose 
words they could rely.’’”* From the outset the Hindus of Delhi, particularly the 
vealthier among them, were lukewarm in their support of the Revolution. In a 
etter, dated 14 June, Keith Young wrote that ‘news of a reliable nature came in 
esterday to Greathed to the effect that the Hindoos were becoming quite 
lisgusted, finding they were being made complete dupes by the Mahomedans, 
vho wish to make a religious war of it”! Nor was the attitude of the Hindu 
’rinces of the neighbouring States encouraging. To the Emperor’s letters in\ iting 
hem to join the Revolution, the Raja of Gwalior said: “When you are really King 
will come to your assistance”, The Raja of Dholpur wanted to put the 

lessenger to death, and the ruler of Bharatpur said: “He was always disloyal to 
Jelhi, and would remain so.” These facts were reported to the British camp by a 
oy on 15 June.?” 

Another handicap was that they had very few good military leaders. The 
idian officers who served in the Company’s army were not promoted to higher 
‘ommands; they were good soldiers and fought with courage and determination, 

Nizami, Khwajah Hasan, Dilli ki Saza, pp. 49-50. 
See Press-list of Mutiny Papers, pp. 3-8. 
Ibid., p. 177, No. 73. 
T.N.N., pp. 63, 67, 112 and 114. 
For details of the working of this system see Muir, Sir William, /ntelligence Records, 1, p. 16, et. seq. : 
Mubarak, ff. 67-68. 
Young, op. cit., p. 60. 
Young, p. 63. 
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cause; they had never received a systematic training in fighting, nor did the 

Revolutionary officers get an opportunity of teaching them the methods of war. 

Nevertheless, in spite of these and some other handicaps the 

Revolutionaries fought a long war, lasting more than four months, to defend the 

Capital of their new Government. Of the large number of actions, ranging from 

mere skirmishes to full scale battles, that were fought during the course of this 

siege, brief references may be made to the most important ones. 

The British capture ‘Idgah, 17 June 

On 17 June the Revolutionaries were seen constructing a battery on a 

knoll near the ‘/dgah. If this had been completed it would have become easy for 

them to enfilade the British position on the Ridge. Two Columns were therefore 

. . 
re . . 276 

immediately sent by the British to seize the unfinished battery; the 

Revolutionaries retreated but not without offering resistance. Evidently they were 

not prepared for a major attack by the enemy. 

The Revolutionaries score a victory, 19 June 
>? 

Two days later on the afternoon of 19 June, the Revolutionaries came out 

from the Lahore Gate; they seemed to threaten the enemy position on the Ridge, 

but a large number of them had managed to march through the gardens and 

suburbs and reach the rear of the British camp. As the English had received 

through their spies full information about the plan of the Revolutionaries, they 

were not unprepared for the attack. Brigadier Grant came out with twelve guns 

and a Cavalry force to meet them. The guns of the Reyolutionaries poured forth 

quick and well-directed fire and their infantry “shot down our artillerymen and 

horses”. As darkness grew the pressure of the attack became heavier and “they 

very nearly succeeded in turning our flank.” At about half past eight o'clock the 

British were obliged to return to their camp after losing three officers and 

seventeen men. Among the seven wounded officers was Brigadier Grant. His 

horse was shot in the action and he could not have escaped alive if a Muslim 

sawar, Rupar Khan, had not dragged him out of the crowd.” The 

Revolutionaries had scored their first victory, and “much disquieted by the day’s 

operations were the besiegers.” They had attacked the weakest, though a vital, 

point of the British camp. If they had taken full advantage of their victory and 

established themselves at this point of vantage “our communications would be 

cut off with the Panjab: our small force would be invested; and without supplies 

and reinforcements, it would be impossible , . . to hold our own.”””* 

2% For an account of this action by Major Reid who led the 2nd Column, see State Papers. 1, 30 

Ol. ; 

Brigadier Grant to Major J. Waterfield. 22 June. 1857. State Papers. 1, 303. 

Forrest, I, 92. 
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An idea of the significance of this victory for the Revolutionaries can be formed from the reaction it had on a staunch ally of the British like the Maharaja of Patiala.” Edward Hare, referring to “the many chances aganist us which we escaped”, relates the story of Barnes’ meeting with the Patiala Chief after the latter had received a letter from Bahadur Shah who had mentioned the victory of 19 June and told the Raja that if he “did not instantly desert us and join him. he would ba destroyed also.” In his Teply to a question from the perturbed Maharaja about the possibility of the survival of British Government, Commissioner Barnes tried to convince him that, “we are in a difficulty just now: but we have ship loads of troops coming from England who will soon crush the mutinous sepoys.” The Maharaja remained loyal to the British and was profusely rewarded by them after the collapse of the Rev olution. Later, it was discovered that the Maharaja had been playing a game of duplicity. “A letter, too”, Hare adds, “trom the Raja was found promising to join the King.”?°° 
The retreat of the Revolutionary forces, despite the favourable results of the day’s fighting, had become inevitable because of the treachery of Ahsan- Allah Khan. Mubarak Shah Says that the Revolutionaries had run short of ammunition, and the Hakim “purposely delayed sending further supplies. The result was that the Naseerabad troops were forced to retire and re-entered the city. Had they received it, they would very probably have advanced their batteries and fighting with still greater ferocity, have cut their way into the British lines.”’*' However, a great opportunity was lost. The march of the Nasirabad troops for an attack on the enemy had raised great hopes in the minds of the people; their officers had received the Emperor's blessings before leay ing he city, but, they had been unfortunate in one respect: their officers had juarrelled with those of other Regiments; consequently they did not receive ooperation from other troops.” Even without this cooperation they had fought 

According to Rotton “melancholy impression on most men’s minds in camp” was due to “the | €nemy’s significant mode of intimating to us the plan he intended to Pursue in future... his eyes were open to the advantage he might gain over us, if he only harassed us in the rear.” See 
Sir John Kaye’s comments on the battle are significant: “Night fell upon a drawn battle, of "which no one could count the issues, and as our officers met together in their mess tents, with | not very cheerful countenances, they saw the camp fires of the enemy blazing up in their rear “| We had sustained some severe losses.” Kaye and Malleson, Vol. Il, p. 415 Hare, Edward, Memoirs (London, 1900), pp. 109-11. Mubarak, f. 74. 
T.N.N., p. 124. It is of some interest to note that besides the treachery of Ahsan-Allah Khan a split between the Nasirabad troops and other Regiments also Contributed to the failure of the Revolutionaries. Cave-Browne reports this incident in these words: “Had simultaneous attack 

; SO now they were left to fight alone, the other brigades refusing while they were Pressing on the rear.” See Vol. I, pp. 346-47, 
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well, and could have achieved their obje 

supplies of ammunition. 

ct if they had received the necessary 

The Battle of 23 June 

tish spies that the next attack would be 

launched by the Rey olutionaries on the centenary of the Battle of Plassey (June 

British Raj would come to 

23). For some time the idea had become popular that 

an end on that date, and the Revolutionary leaders had taken full advantage of 

this: the civilian and the soldier alike believed that 23 June would be a grand day 

in the history of the struggle. Their hopes must have risen considerably and the 

superstitious belief about 23 June almost confirmed by the arrival of three 

Regiments of Infantry and one of Cavalry from Jullundur and Phillaur on the 

21st2** The plan of the attack was the same as that of the 19th; the newly arrived 

troops from Jullundur were to play the role which the Nasirabad Brigade had 

played on the previous occasion; however, they met with no better luck. The 

British, having learnt of their plans from the spies, demolished the bridges on the 

Najafgarh drain by which the Revolutionaries intended to cross with their guns; 

this was done on the night of 22 June. The troops 
of the’ Revolutionaries, unaware 

of this demolition of bridges, could not proceed much further than Sabzi-Mandi, | 

Neverthless they attacked the position held by Major Reid who wrote that “no 

men could have fought better,” and “at one time I thought | must have lost the, 

day.” It was at this time that reinforcements under Major Olpherts arrived and 

added considerably to the strength and morale of British forces. The 

Revolutionaries continued the fight but were ultimately forced to make a 

retreat." 

The British had won a victory, but the p 

Commenting on this battle, Sir John Kaye ruefully 

those victories of which a few more repititions would have turned our 

into a graveyard, on which the enemy might have quietly encamped” ? 

Young corroborates these remarks by an entry in his diary on 23 June: “Fighting 

all day almost on our right to try and take some guns of the enemy, We lost man 

men, and all faces very long about it. Not much generalship, | fear.”’*° Howevel 

the Sabzi-Mandi was gained and an advanced battery was set up at the Samm) 

House; this gave the British control over the Grand Trunk Road. The losses @ 

the Revolutionaries were undoubtedly heavy. They had lost Sabzi-Mandi, a plac 

It was reported by the Bri 

an Cave-Browne, |. 349; T.N.N., p- 125. 

284 Keith Young definitely says that “they were met by Olpherts’ force and soon driven back 

See p. 78. He also mentions “so many casualties yesterday”, p. 80. Hodson is more frank W 

he tells us that “the fight of the 23rd was a much more severe one than was reported ... am ou 

loss was the heaviest we have yet had to deplore since we got here on the 8th.” See Hodson F 

221 

ci Kaye and Malleson, II, p. 418. 

*8° Young, p. 79. 
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of considerable strategic importance, and their casualties. particularly among the 
Jullundur troops, were pretty large. More than this, the prophecies about the 
collapse of British power on the centenary of Plassey had not come out true 
According to the reports received in the British camp on the morning of 24 June 
from their spies in Delhi, the Revolutionaries were “most disheartened at the 
result of their attack.” Ey idently these reports were not free from « Xaveration 
The Revolutionaries had done all that they could to launch an attack on the rear 
of the British camp to cut off their line of communication with the Panjab. from 
where incessant supplies and reinforcements were pouring in, but they had failed to achieve their objective. The strength of the Delhi Field | orce had now reached 
6,600; the new Adjutant-General of the Army, General Chamberlain, arrived on 24 June; “it is to be hoped he will be able to instil a little more energy and decision into our councils.’"S* 

Both parties had suffered heavy losses in the battle of 23 June: each was now convinced of the stiff determination and great potentialities of the other. The last week of June was a period of lull in the War: nevertheless, it was important because the belligerents were busy taking important decisions and making Preparations for a decisive struggle. The besiegers were receiving reinforcements and again considering the possibility of a coup de main: the Rey olutionaries were waiting for the arrival of the Bareilly Brigade under Bakht Khan. An important step taken by them was to adopt measures to counteract the advantages which the enemy hoped to secure by setting up an advanced picket in Sabzi-Mandi. “The mutineers,: records Mubarak “on seeing this adopted the same course and sent ‘wo guns to the Teleewara supported by an infantry regiment and constructed Jatteries on right and left with an entire regiment of each.”’*’ 

?etty skirmishes 

The Revolutionaries were however not inactive: not a day would pass vithout the British troops having to come out to meet a real or a threatened 

e British picket at the Metcalfe House. This was followed by another against € pickets in the Sabzi-Mandi area. Though not a major battle, the action lasted e whole day; nor was it insignificant. Hodson who took part in the contest eaks of it in these words: “We were turned out before I had hardly turned in, by other attack of the rebels. This time a faint ons, . . . For a short time, however, i cannonade was very heavy, and I have seldom been under a hotter fire than br about three quarters of an hour at our most advanced battery, covered every 

Ibid., p. 80. 
Young, p. 81. 
Ff. 75-76. 
T.N.N.. p. 128. 
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moment with showers or rather clouds of dust, stones, and splinters, but we kept 

close and no one was hurt.”! 

The clash of 27 June brings the story of the War to the end of the first |, 

round. Its results were by no means decisive; both parties had, however, learnt ! 

some lessons from the actions that had been fought. They now decided to wait 

for reinforcements and improve their respective positions. During the last week 

of June the British forces were considerably strengthened by fresh arrivals from 

the various stations; arrangements were also made to send the sick and the 

wounded to Ambala.””’ In the Revolutionary camp reports had been received that 

Bakht Khan’s (Bareilly) Brigade which was soon to attain great distinction in the 

War was quite near. As early as 24 June the Brigade had reached Garhmuktesar 4 

and was preparing to cross the Ganges on their way to Delhi”? The | 

Revolutionary Government was anxiously waiting for their arrival. The second 

day of July found them in Capital.””* 

THE DEFENCE OF DELHI (I) 

> 

Bakht Khan and the Bareilly Brigade leave for Delhi, 13 June 

Muhammad Bakhsh,””? more famous as General Bakht Khan, raised the, 

Green Standard at Bareilly on the morning of 31 May.”” An Artillery officer in 

the Company’s Army, he joined the struggle for freedom at an early stage and in 

course of time became one of the most eminent leaders of the Movement. His 

sincerity and devotion, his perseverance and sense of discipline and, above all, 

his love for jihad and readiness to sacrifice even his life in the sacred cause make 

of him a hero indeed. 

291 Hodson, op. cit., pp. 219-20 

For details of reinforcements see Norman’s Narrative, in State Papers. 1, 448. 

Young, pp. 81-82 

T.N.N., pp. 133-34; also see Young, p- 100. 

We have no authentic information about the origin and early life of Bakht Khan. Itt 

however, beyond doubt that he was a Ruhilah and belonged to a Pathan family of Sultanpur. i 

is difficult to accept Jiwan Lal's version that ‘‘the General pointed that he was the descendam 

of the same family as the king of Delhi, and asked the king to satisfy himself that this wa 

true.” T NN. p. 134. Zaka-Allah also mentions this but in a derisive manner, which show! 

that he did not believe it to be a fact. See p. 681. Bakht Khan had joined the Compan 

service and risen to the position of an Artillery Subahdar. He had fought for the British in 

First Afghan War and was with General Sale at Jalalabad. After this War he was posted 

Neemuch and subsequently at Bareilly where he joined the Revolution. Mubarak S 

mentions an interview of the Kotwal with Bakht Khan. He charged the Kotwal with havitl 

served the British. In reply the Kotwal said: “Your Excellency was a Soubadar receiving | 

80/- a month and have been 40 or 45 years a servant of the British”. Mubarak, f. 86. Also $ 

Kaye and Malleson, III. 203, n. Ricketts, quoted by Metcalfe inT.N.N, p. 133 N. 

Kanhayya Lal, p. 290. 
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The Revolutionaries of Bareilly took a prompt decision about poi to 
Delhi in response to an appeal from the Capital.”” They had, however. to wait for 
a few days because the Revolutionaries from Shahjahanpur and some other places wanted to join them. Bakht Khan, in the meanwhile, helped Khan Bahadur , Khan a descendant of the famous Ruhilah chief, Hafiz Rahmat Khan_ in | establishing his authority in| Rohilkhand and setting up a machinery of | Government. But on hearing that Nawab Yusuf ‘Ali Khan, the Ruler of Rampur, | who was loyal to the British, had seized Moradabad, Bakht Khan decided to | 
t 

eave Bareilly without delay. Mawlawi Sarfaraz ‘Ali who later became known as he Amir al-Mujahidin accompanied him and was the spiritual leader of the | Army; Resildar Muhammad Shafi?’’ was also with him. The Revolutionaries requested Yusuf ‘Ali to join the War of Independence or at least allow his forces t 

t 

0 do so. He did neither, but to placate the Revolutionaries he gave them a few hosand rupees and some provisions as his contribution. On 13 June the Bareilly Brigade, as these forces were called, left for Moradabad.””” After staying there for four days and placing the town in the hands of the local Revolutionary eaders, Bakht Khan resumed his march on 17 June. At Garhmuktesar the Brigade took four days to cross the Ganges because the bridge had been destroyed by the British;*°” on the last day of the month it reached the left bank of he Jamuna. A messenger had already been sent to inform the authorities at Delhi of the Brigade’s programme of entering the Capital. Bakht Khan carried ith him he keys of the Bareilly jail, perhaps as an evidence of their loy alty.""' The bridge on the Jamuna needed some repairs which were promptly carried out under the orders of the Emperor. Bahadur Shah was so keenly interested in the arrival of he Brigade that he “examined the Bareilly forces across the river through a elescope, and remarked upon the elephants and Cavalry.” 
When it entered Delhi, the Brigade was comprised of four Regiments of nfantry, one of Cavalry, horse battery and two post guns,” besides three to four housand Ghazis.°° An attempt had been made by the British to blow up the ridge. A barrel was filled up with gun-powder and floated down the river; it was 0 timed as to explode and destroy the bridge when the Brigade would be Tossing it. The boatmen, however, saw the barrel and brought it to Prince Khidr jultan who gave five rupees to each of them as a reward.*”4 
On entering the city early in the morning of 2 July, the Brigade was ceived by Nawab Ahmad Quli Khan on behalf of the Emperor. It was allowed 

Kanhayya Lal reproduces the translation of a letter which was intercepted at Singhapur, It contained a message from Delhi in these words: “If you are coming to our help then you should take your meals there and wash your hands here.” /bid., p. 292 He played an important role in the defence of Delhi. 
Najm al-Ghani, Tarikh i Awadh, (Lucknow, 1919), p. 552. 
See Kaye's Papers, Home Miscellany, I. O., Vol. 727, p. 758. Mubarak, f. 78. 
Forrest, I, ff. 96-97; also see Kedar Nath’s Journal in Memoirs, p. 46. Mubarak, f. 79. 
Ibid., f. 83. 
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to encamp outside the Delhi Gate in the plain near the Jail2°> The new-comers 

were so full of enthusiasm for jihad that they wanted to attack and capture the 

Ridge immediately after crossing the river, even before being presented to the © 

Emperor. This, however, was not practicable. 

Bakht Khan appointed Commander-in-Chi
ef 

Bakht Khan was granted an interwiew by the Emperor the same day. He | 

offered his services as Commander-in-Chief and promised to enforce discipline 

which, the Emperor had complained, was fast deteriorating. Bahadur Shah was 

deeply touched by Bakht Khan’s offer and grasped his hands in token of 

friendship. Bakht Khan returned to the troops and announced his appointment, 

the officers swore allegiance to him. Later the Emperor called him to private 

audience, and a proclamation was issued that all officers were to receive 

instructions from Bakht Khan. Mirza Mughul was appointed Adjutant-General."” 

The new Commander-in-Chief lost no time in making necessary 

arrangements for an offensive; he inspected the magazine and stores and held a 

levee of the leading citizens of Delhi. At about 8 o’clock in the night he went to 

the Emperor and had a long consultation; dueen Zi
nat Mahal, Ahsan Allah Khan 

and Ahmad Quli Khan were also present.” Mubarak Shah’s account is slightly 

differs in details. He says that Bakht Khan was appointed Commander-in-Chief 

in this second meeting in the night and at that time he had Muhammad Shafi with 

him. Bakht Khan had told the Emperor that if he would appoint him Commander 

in-Chief, “I will on my part appoint Mahomed Shufee General and Imdad Ali 

Captain and your Highness will confirm them in these posts.” The Emperor had 

agreed. Soon after this, Mawlawi Sarfaraz ‘Ali also came in; he offered himsel 

10S Jt js rather interesting to note that Bakht Khan had brought with him a European sergeant wh 

had accepted Islam and was given the name of ‘Abd-Allah besides “two or three Christian: 

half-castes of the poorest class. Mr. John Powell, son of Mr. Powell of Shahjahanpore v 

also with them but under surveillance.” Mubarak, ff. 84-85. This is confirmed by Forbi 

Mitchell, pp. 281-82. Zaka-Allah, perhaps on the authority of Jiwan Lal. mentions tw 

European sergeants who were introduced to the Emperor by Bakht Khan as expert gunné 

See. p. 681; also see T. N.N., p. 137. 

06 Zaka-Allah and Zahir Dihlawi speak of Bakht Khan’s rude behaviour. Hakim Ahsan-Allah i 

also not too happy with him. He complains that “contrary to etiquette he did not make hi 

obeisance at the Red Purdah, nor did his companions... . when he came near the King’s Ch 

in the Diwan Khas, he salaamed as though to an equal, and merely taking his sword from hi 

side, presented it to the King.” Memoirs, p. 16: Zahir, pp. 140-141; Zaka-Allah p. 681. 

307 TN.N., p. 134. 
The appointment of Bakht Khan to the supreme command of the forces was not accepted 

the Princes, particularly Mirza Mughul, without reservation. From the outset therefore 

relations of Bakht Khan and Mirza Mughul became strained, and throughout the defence 

Delhi the Princes and their supporters tried to sabotage Bakht Khan’s efforts. 

Ahsan-Allah Khan gives a garbled version of Bakht Kban’s interview with the Emperor 

says. for instance, that the General did not offer nadhr, this is contradicted by Mubarak S 

See Memoirs, p. 16; Mubarak, f. 85. 

Marfat.com 



The Great Revolution of 1857 407 

to be appointed Wazir: “Your Highness, | see no one here desery ing of being 
taken into your confidence and council. If you consider it expedient nominate me 
as ‘Wazir’. After that you will have no anxiety or trouble.” Bahadur Shah, who 
had offered him a seat in the council “because he was a high moulvee”, put off 
the matter saying: “We shall see.” In any case Mawlawi Sartaraz “Ali with Bakht 
Khan and Mawlawi Fad! i Haqq formed the “King’s Conneil 

In the British camp the arrival of reinforcements avain raised the 
question of a coup de main. A scheme was drawn up, according to which, two 
Columns would force entry through Kabul and Kashmir Gates and a third would 
scale the walls. On 3 July, however, reports were received that Bakht Klan 
intended to launch an attack on the British positions, and at the last moment the 
project of the assault had to be abandoned. The Chief Engineer regretted this 
decision, but there were others who thought that it was not an unwise step.’ 

Attack on Alipur, 3 July 

On the afternoon of 3 July the Revolutionaries marched out of the city 
and advanced towards *Alipur; here they met and drove away Younghusband 
who commanded a party of the Sth Panjab Cavalry.“'' Their object was to 
intercept the 200 carts of provisions, coming from Patiala!” but they could 
capture and bring to the city only two.’ On their return march to Delhi they 
were attacked early in the morning (4 July) by a British force. Major Coke who 
led this attack says: “after a few rounds from their guns, they carried them off in 
the direction of the city before we could get up to them.” While Coke’s men were 
resting under the trees on the bank of the canal the Revolutionaries again 
attacked them. In the end they retreated but not as a defeated party. “Major Coke 
was ... severely criticized for the comparative failure of the action!" 

If Coke had failed to achieve his object, the Revolutionaries had not 
succeeded either. It appears that internal differences were again the main cause of 
their failure. It was for this reason that on the following day Mawlawi Sarfaraz 

_ ‘Ali and Munshi Khayrat ‘Ali begged the Emperor to confer the title of Governor 

| 
| Mubarak, f. 90; Memoirs, pp. 16, 17. 
12° Mubarak £. 96. 
310 State Papers, |. 448-49. 
the Young, p. 106 and note. Referring to this defeat, Major-General Reeds wrote to John Lawrence: Younghusband ... put his sowars into and about a serai there and waited till the enemy came up ...; the consequence was that although he killed six of the insurgents he lost two of his men and all their luggage . . . , having of course to retire when the guns opened Kaye's Papers, Vol. 726, pp. 337-38. 
B1°?) NN, p. 137. 
~P? > Ibid, p. 138. 
d Keith Young wrote to his wife on 5 July: “it is supposed that the enemy went to Aleepore in the expectation of finding the 17th Irregulars there with treasure, . . . but Lieutenant Hockin . Say & had been warned from here to halt at Lussowlie, which he did,. ..” See p. 106. Forrest. I, 100. 
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on Bakht Khan, “for the whole army would not obey him till this title was 

conferred...” The Emperor agreed and orders were issued “to the effect that the 

Khan alone was to command and that the Prince had nothing to say to the 

army.”>'* This arrangement could not work successfully because the Princes were 

not prepared to recognize any authority other than their own. “Mirza Mogul and 

Mirza Khizhar Sooltan who had for some time regarded the empire as virtually 

their own”, writes Mubarak Shah, “and ever since the arrival of the Bareilly 

Brigade had considered themselves masters of Hindostan, were greatly 

displeased at Bukht Khan and Moulvee Sarfaraz Ali having thus interviewed the 

King . . . They conspired with the officers of the regiments which had been first 

in Delhi. . . Throughout the period of the defence of the Capital the Princes 

followed a policy of undermining Bakht Khan’s authority and placing obstacles 

in his way; these dissensions proved suicidal to the national cause.”*'° The | 

Emperor knew that the Princes were incompetent and unworthy of the 

responsibilities of leadership. He, therefore, supported Bakht Khan and his 

colleagues.’'” It was very late, indeed too late, when Mirza Mughul realized the 

need of cooperating with Bakht Khan!°"* 

On 5 July, Sir Henry Barnard died and was succeeded by General Reed. } 

He ordered the bridges on the Najafgarh hil Canal to be blown up except one 

which was retained for the use of his own forces. This Canal running almost 

parallel to the main road was like a natural ditch guarding the British camp. An 

aqueduct from which the people of Delhi got their supply of water was also § 

destroyed. ‘‘Another piece of engineering work,” writes Cave-Browne, “was 

achieved about the same time. One of the greatest monuments of a bygone 

Mohammedan period is a gigantic acqueduct, by which water was brought a 

distance of many miles into the heart of the city. It crosses the canal by a bridge 

known as the Pool-Chuddur, by which horsemen were enabled to pass to our 

rear. This was also blown up, and a double end thereby gained; the passage of the 

horsemen obstructed and the water cut off from the city; . . 2319 The destruction 

of the bridges was considered necessary because the attack on ‘Alipur had given 

an indication of the changed strategy of the defenders. Instead of attacking the 

pickets and batteries of the enemy they now seemed to have decided upon 

attacking the rear of the enemy and cutting off his supply. 

The Revolutionaries score a victory, 9 July 

The task of launching these attacks was entrusted to Risalahda 

Muhammad Shafi and Imdad ‘Ali of the Bareilly Brigade.*”° On the morning of 9 

318 
Memoirs, p. 18. 

See Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 378. where Mirza Mughul is mentioned as C-in-C. 

‘7 Ibid, p. 411. 
318 [bid., p. 353, No. 73 (a). 

Vol Il, p. 14. 
Mubarak, ff. 100-01. 
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July at about ten o'clock these officers moved out of the city and proceeded to 
attack the advanced pickets on the right of the British Camp. Here a battery of 
three 18-pounders was set on a mound not far from the camp; below the mound 
on the low ground was a picket of two horse Artillery guns and further to the 
right another had been set up with the 9th Irregulars at a fagir’s enclosure 
Muhammad Shafi attacked this position; he had taken good care to lessen the 
chances of attracting the enemy’s attention, “their dress being the same as that of 
the 9th Irregulars, from which corps the fakir’s picquet was taken 

In this action several hand-to-hand encounters were fought, amony these 
Imdad *Ali*s combat with Lieutenant Hills is interesting. Hills himself gives an 
account of the incident: “I went, however, at the fellow, and cut him on the 
shoulder; but some *kupra’ (cloth) on it apparently turned the blow. He managed 
to seize the hilt of my sword, and twisted it out of my hand: and then we had a 
hand-to-hand fight, | punching his head with my fists, and he trying to cut me, 
but I was too close to him. Somehow or other | fell, and then was the time. 
fortunately for me, that Tombs came up and shot the fellow.”>> This was not the 
end of the combat; Imdad ‘Ali had not been killed by Tombs, he had only 
shammed dead. Imdad *Ali’s men started looting, which created confusion, and 
he could not achieve the object of his attack. On returning to his camp he told his 
men: “if the sowars had not commenced looting the heights were as good as won 
but what could be done when troops will not obey orders 2°’ Besides 
Muhammad Shafi’s attack on the rear of the enemy, a sharp canon duel continued 
all through the morning on the sight of the British camp. A number of 
Revolutionary sepoys who were posted in Sabzi-Mandi “kept up a galling fire on 
our picquets.” The battle lasted till sunset.’** Bakht Khan sent an official report 
of the victory to the Emperor.*”* 

321 
Norman’s Narrative in State Papers. 1, 452 

322 Hill’s account was published in the Times, it has been reproduced by Cave-Browne, II, pp. 18- 
20. 

It may be noted that Hill is not correct in saying that the man whom Tombs killed by 
“cutting him on the left wrist” was not the same whose attack had made him “somehow or 
other” fall. Sir John Kaye has discussed this point in detail; he is supported by Mubarak Shah 
See Kaye and Malleson, 11, pp. 436-37. n. 
Mubarak, f. 101. Imdad “Ali’s remarks were not empty words of boast. In the beginning the 
Revolutionaries had fared exceptionally well. Keith Young’s comments on this affair are: “I 
am sorry to say that it is an undoubted fact that the picket of the Carabineers and the 9th 
Irregular Cavalry disgracefully fled, though they were called upon by Tombs to charge the 
enemy—which they were quite strong enough to do, ... they all ran helter-skelter into camp, 
some of them getting thrown from their horses.” See p. 123. The British losses in this action 
were “very great—two hundred and twenty-three killed and wounded.” See p. 119 
Jiwan Lal says that Bakht Khan had himself led the attack and “charged with cavalry into the 
English lines, cutting down a great number of officers and men.” See T.N.N.. p. 145. This 
cannot be accepted against Mubarak ‘Ali’s definite assertion that “Mahomed Shafee and 
Imdad Ali with about 150 Sowars managed to get up to the British batteries and surprised the 
Europeans who were scattered about off duty, drinking tea.” This is corroborated by Roberts 
who says, “Stiliman and Hills were break-fasting together, when a sowar from the Native 
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Attack on Sammy House: British retreat, 14 July 

After a lull of four days a party of the Revolutionaries marched out from 

the Lahore Gate, moved towards Kishenganj and thence advanced upon the 

picket in Sabzi-Mandi. The British had considerably strengthened this flank and 

were ready to meet the charge. They decided to fight a defensive action, and this 

position was maintained till about 4 o’clock when a Column was formed under 

Brigadier Showers. It consisted of six horse artillery guns besides other 

detachments from different units. Brigadier Chamberlain accompained it; it was 

subsequently joined by Major Reed also. The Revolutionaries began a slow 

retreat letting the enemy follow them “until they came within musketry-range of 

the city walls. Here they began to fall'fast, and a retreat was ordered.”*”° On the 

retreat of the British forces the Revolutionaries rallied in numbers and punished 

the enemy severely for his pursuing them in so indiscreet a manner. Hodson who 

had joined the Column resisted their charge, but when he tried to capture the two 

guns left by his opponents, ‘suddenly two rascals rushed forward with lighted 

portfires in their hands, fired the guns, loaded with grape, in our faces, and when 

the smoke cleared away, we found, to our infinite disgust and chagrin that they — 

had limbered up the guns and were off at a gallop. We had then to effect our 

retreat to rejoin the column, under a heavy fire of grape and musketry, and many | 

men and officers were hit in doing it.” Hodson learnt later that among the 

casualties of the day was his Adjutant-General, ‘poor Chamberlain’, whose left 

arm was broken below the shoulder. The scene of the hardest fighting of the day 

was an old temple, called by the Europeans, Sammy House. Three days after this 

battle, General Reed handed over command of the Delhi Field Force to Brigadier 

Wilson (17 July). The situation at the time of his taking over was by no means 

heartening. Two Commanders had been struck down by death and the Adjutant- 

General and Quartermaster-General lay wounded. 

British Commander disheartened 

It was now for more than five weeks that the British forces had been 

before Delhi, nominally as besiegers, but, in reality, as the besieged. They had 

been victorious in some actions and the losses of the Revolutionaries had been 

heavy; but their casualties also were by no means negligible. The real cause of 

anxiety for them, however, was that the Revolutionaries were continuously 

arriving in Delhi from different places and their morale was rising. No one could 

say how long this state of affairs would last, and as early as the beginning of July 

officer’s party rode up and reported that a body of the enemy’s cavalry were in sight.” 

Roberts. I, 187. 

Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 20, No. 64. 

Cave-Browne, II, pp. 24-25. 

Hodson, op. cit., pp. 234-35. 

Marfat.com 



The Great Revolution of 1857 
4 

“the throught of a retrograde movement had been fixing itself in the minds even 

of men who had been at one time eager for the bolder course, which had been 

described as the ‘Gamester’s Throw’ ... The time tor assaulting had passed |. and 

the question had arisen and had been freely discussed at Headquarters, whether, 

until we could appear before Delhi in greater strength, it would not, both on 

military and political grounds, be a wiser course to relax our hold, and employ 

our eager troops in other parts of the country.”'"* The situation was so serious 

that Wilson asked Engineer Baird Smith to give him his professional advice 

Smith emphatically opposed the idea of withdrawal, which, he argued. would be 

construed by the people of the subcontinent as a sign of weakness and defeat. Ile 

told the General that they badly needed long-range guns, and that after the arrival 

of the siege train their success was sure. 

Attack on Sabzi Mandi, 16 July 

On 16 July the defenders were strengthened by the arrival of troops from 

Jhansi, consisting of the 14th Irregular Cavalry and the 12th N. 1. A plan was 

made for an attack on the besiegers on the 18th. Rajab ‘Ali informed his masters 

on the 17th that the Revolutionaries would march on *Alipur and when the 

British forces would go to its rescue a rush would be made on their camp. 

Necessary precautions could, therefore, be taken by the British in time. Instead of 

marching on ‘Alipur the Revolutionaries attacked the Sabzi-Mandi and the Ridge 

batteries. A Column was sent under Lieutenant Colonel Jones in the afternoon 

About the end of the day the Revolutionaries withdrew: Jones did not commit the 
mistake of pursuing them. This was the last real contest in the Sabzi-Mandi area 

because the sarais, old buildings and gardens which provided cover to the 
Revolutionaries were cleared away: besides this, Sammy House was considerably 

strengthened. 

Metcalfe House, 23 July 

The next charge of the Revolutionaries was directed against the left flank 
of the British camp. Early in the morning on 23 July they came out of the 
Kashmir Gate, marched towards Ludlow Castle and captured it. From here they 
opened fire on the Metcalfe House picket; the enemy replied but owing to the 
cover of trees and walls his firing was not effective: a Column was then formed 
under the command of Brigadier Showers. The Revolutionaries followed their 
old tactics; they retreated allowing Showers to pursue them to a_ point 

328 
Kaye and Malleson, II, 443 44. 
Brigadier Wilson told Sir John Lawrence, in a letter dated 18 July, that the British forces had 
been attacked twice, adding in conclusion that “I candidly tell you that unless speedily 
reinforced this force will soon be so reduced by casualties and sickness that nothing will be 
left but a retreat to Kurnaul. The disasters attending such an unfortunate proceeding I cannot 
calculate.” See Mutiny Records, VII, Part I, p. 231. 
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dangerously near the city walls. Here he was subjected to fire of grape from the 

walls, and “the casualties of the day were very great.”*”? Colonel Seaton, who 

was officiating as Adjutant-General, and Showers were both among the 

wounded. On the other side “the loss of the enemy was not heavy, and they 

carried off all their guns”**’ The last incident of the month was the attempt of the 

Revolutionaries to throw a bridge over the canal in order to take their guns for an 

attack on the rear of the British camp. They had come out for this purpose on 28 

July and had completed the construction of a temporary bridge at Bussye. Their 

labour, however, was wasted because it was swept away by flood before they 

could use it.” 

Bakht Khan’s reforms ‘ 

July was an important month in the history of the Defence of Delhi. It 

was marked by the arrival of Bakht Khan, Mawlawi Sarfaraz ‘Ali and their co- 

workers in the Movement. Sarfaraz ‘Ali became the Chief Adviser of the 

Emperor; he had great influence over the Mujahidin and is referred to as the Amir 

al-Mujahidin and Imam al-Mujahidin.** Their appointments had changed the 

entire pattern of the administration; reformg were introduced and steps taken to 

strengthen the fighting forces and control the situation in the city, which had been 

deteriorating as a result of the inefficiency ofthe Princes. On the day he took 

over charge, Bakht Khan allowed the shop-keepers to keep arms in their shops 

and asked the people not come out of their houses unarmed. He was very strict in 

punishing the sepoys who were caught plundering; their arms were to be seized 

and confiscated. He held a gerleral levee and ordered the leading citizens to 

attend it; evidently the object of this order was to seek their cooperation in 

improving the law and order situation.’ A couple of weeks later he ordered the 

withdrawal of octroi duty on sugar and salt, with a view to encourage its import 

into the city (15 July). 

Perhaps the most drastic step taken by Bakht Khan was his order 

regarding the slaughtering of animals for meat. He was fully conscious of the 

need of maintaining unity between the Muslims and the Hindus. As a gesture of 

good-will towards the Hindus Bakht Khan issued an order on 9 July forbidding 

the slaughtering of cows for purposes of meat.**> He went a step further. On the 

eve of ‘Id al-Adha the public crier announced by a beat of drum; ‘The people are 

the Lord’s, the country is the King’s, the decree is that of Bakht Khan, chief of 

Rotton, p. 164. He was watching the battle from the Flag Staff Tower. 

Kaye and Malleson, II, 447. 

Forrest, I, 111-12; Norman’s Narrative in State Papers, 1, 460. 

Mubarak says, he was “a styled wazeer.” See f. 112. 

T.N.N., pp. 135-36. 
Ibid. p. 152. 
Zaka-Allah is not happy with this order and says it was “against the wishes and religion” of 

the Emperor. See p. 660. 
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the army. If any man high or low (shall) sacrifice a bullock or a goat he shall 
suffer death.” Mubarak Shah tells us that the order was obeyed most implicitly 
and “not even a kid was sacrificed on the Pid.” There was a serious danger of 
communal clashes between the Hindus and Muslims. The spies and supporters of 
the British, who lived in the city, were trying to excite communal feclings. but 

the ‘/d was celebrated on | August in pertect peace. The British authorities were 

sadly disappointed: “our hopes of a grand row in the city yesterday at the bid 
Festival have not, apparently, been fulfilled ... The King had issued strict orders 

against killing cows, or even goats, in the city, and this, if acted upon, must lias: 

satisfied the Hindoos; and instead of fighting amongst themselves they all joined 
together to make a vigorous attack to destroy us.) This was a wise step. and is a 
clear evidence of Bakht Khan s statesmanship. A slight and seemingly harmless 

incident could have been made a pretext for communal riots, and nothing would 
have been more harmful to the cause of the Revolution than a Hindu-Muslim 
clash. 

Bakht Khan knew that the co-operation of the Ruling Princes was 
absolutely essential, particularly those whose territories lay in the Panjab and the 
North-West. He, therefore, requested the Emperor to despatch letters (shuqgahs) 
to the Rulers of some of these States. The Chiefs of Jammu, Patiala, Jaipur 
Gwalior, and Tonk were among those to whom an appeal was addressed. > A 
century of foreign domination had, however, completely demoralized the Princes, 
and none of them had the courage of joining the War of Independence, the only 
noble exception being the Rani of Jhansi. In fact the Princes and the landlords 
were the main props of British rule in the subcontinent. Some of the zamindars, 
however, did join the Movement. Their activities were no doubt mostly confined 
to the areas under or near their respective jurisdictions, but their recognition of 
the Emperor and the Revolutionary Government were a source of considerable 
strength to the cause of the Revolution. In some of the Princely States the people 
joined the Movement or were at least anxious to do so in spite of the fact that 

86 Folio 117. This is confirmed by Muir who wrote a letter to General Havelock on 17 August. In 
a postscript he says that Bakht Khan told the Emperor to forbid cow-sacrifice, “at the same 
time laying before His Majesty reasons in support of the lawfulness of such a course.” Muir, 
Intelligence Records. I, 125 
Keith Young’s letter dated 2nd August, p. 171. According to Jiwan Lal this order was issued 
on 28th July. 7N.N., p. 170. 
Mubarak says that rhe shugqahs addressed to Jammu, Patiala and Jaipur fell into the hands of 
Hakim Ahsan-Allah who “tore them up and said he had forwarded them.” See Folio 98. 
It is interesting, however, that a letter of Gulab Singh of Kashmir addressed to the Emperor 
was picked up by an officer from an interior apartment of the Imperial palace when it was 
captured by the British. Gulab Singh had written: ‘This suppliant has been the servant of the 
Lahore Government and has eaten its salt and has now, under the auspices of Your Majesty, 
possessed himself of Lahore and placed fifty of the principal (Sahibs) European officers in 
confinement at Jummoo ... Let Your Majesty be most graciously pleased to issue a purwana 
bearing the royal seal,... and he will at once have Putiala razed to the ground. He waits Royal 
orders to present himself before Your Majesty and kiss the Royal feet.” Secret Letters, no. 64, 
Enclosure 8; also see Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. II, p. 125. 
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from Tonk. Under 19 July, Jiwan Lal writes that fifty artillery-men of the army of 

Jaipur presented themselves and complained of the Raja and his Pundit Adviser, 

although “Rawul Sheo Singh and the whole army was anxious to join the rebels, 

and, as soon as an opportunity occurred, intended to seize the Rajah and bring 

him into service of the King. . . . Twenty troopers joined the rebels today from 

Gwalior.” Another contingent came from Jaipur under Nanney Khan Risaldar 

and was enlisted in the Cavalry on 30 July.*“° The number of Gwalior forces was 

fairly large; on 13 August 150 of their horsemen were posted as guards at the 

Kashmir and Lahore Gates.*"! 

their Rulers were on the other side; a number of Mujahids, for instance, came 

4 

Bakht Khan’s difficulties 

Bakht Khan’s efforts to stabilize the administrative machinery of 

Government and strengthen his forces were to a large extent neutralized by the 

machinations of his opponents and the stupidity of the Princes and some of the 

officers of the Revolutionary Regiments. The latter could not easily reconcile 

themselves to the idea that a mere ‘Subadar’ should be raised to the supreme 

command. Tali‘ Yar Khan and other officérs of the Regiments approached the 

Emperor with a request that the Princes should hold the supreme authority.” 

These differences continued and became wider with the arrival of fresh troops 

from different places. Paradoxically, therefore, the larger the number of troops 

arriving in the Capital the greater were the difficulties of the Revolutionary 

leaders. The author of the Quysar al-Tawarikh, though hostile to the Revolution, 

is not wrong when he says that “if all the forces present in Delhi had possessed 

the true zeal of faith (hararat i din) and fought the enemy under a unified 

command then something would have happened and nobody would have been 

surprised at it’? Bakht Khan faced the situation with remarkable patience and 

ability; he tried hard to crush the forces of disruption and insisted on maintaining 

unity and coordination among the heterogeneous elements in Army. This 

explains why he did not take exception to Mirza Mughul’s action in retaining the 

title of Commander-in-Chief, nor quarrelled with other officers on the question of 

his supremacy in command. 

339 TN_N., p. 155, 160, 173. 
Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 80, No. 267. 

I Ibid. p. 362. 7 

32 “Next day in the afternoon (illegible) Qanbar (?) and Tale Yar Khan, with other officers of the 

regiment gave in a very long petition to the King saying, Bakht Khan was an officer of 

artillery. You have conferred on him the title of Governor-General and proprosd to place us all 

under his order. It is contrary to the rules of Government. He is not fit for such a trust. You 

have dismissed your sons and appointed him. This does not please us.” Memoirs, p. 18; also 

T.N.N., p. 171. 
Husayni, Vol. II, p. 246. 
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Finance 

From the outset the Revolutionary Government was contronted with the 

problem of finding money for the War, as early as the first week of July it was 

reported to the Emperor that only 10,000 rupees were left in the Treasury." The 
treasures brought by the sepoys were not sufficient for the ever-increasing 

expenditure of the War. Bakht Khan had with him several lakhs of rupees besides 

horses, elephants, guns, tents, carts and carriages,’ and did not require any 

money for his own people who had already received six months’ pay in advance 

but arrangements had to be made for other Regiments also. Their officer 

harassed the Emperor and rightly told him that they could not fight in a state of 

starvation.**° By the end of July conditions had deteriorated to such an extent that 

they had given four days notice for receiving their pay, “otherwise they must 

plunder the town and help themselves.”*"” Plunder could not be tolerated under 

any conditions and therefore steps were taken to raise money by loans, 

subserptions and collection of arrears of revenue. 

Shortage of ammunition 

Another problem was the shortage of ammunition. In the earlier days of 

the War gun powder and percussion caps were consumed indiscriminately. A 

number of sepoys wasted ammunition or destroyed it. burying it in the sand, 
because this provided them with a pretext to return to the city.” A factory was 
set up by Mirza Mughul in Telewarah; it supplied thirty maunds of powder and 
about a quarter of maund of percussion caps.” For the growing requirements of 
the Army these arrangements were inadequate, but they give us an idea of the 
determination of the Government to fight out the War to a successful end. 

The Jihad Fatwa 

The second month of Bakht Khan’s command thus commenced with 
serious handicaps; the situation demanded total effort and sacrifice on the part of 
the Revolutionaries. Bakht Khan introduced conscription for all able-bodied ~ 
Muslims by proclaiming a fatwa which had been signed by a number of ‘u/ama 

344 
Memoirs, p. 19. 

345 According to an informer, Mir Muhammad ‘Ali, he had eleven lakhs of rupees. See Mutiny’ 
Records, VII, Pt. 1, p. 190. Jiwan Lal puts it at four lakhs. 7N.N.. p. 135. 
Mubarak, f. 104. 
Young, p. 160. 
On 12 July the Court submitted definite proposals for collecting funds. See Press-list of 
Mutiny Papers, p. 404, Nos. 149-50. 

Mubarak, f. 103. 
0 Ibid. 
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including Mawlana FadI i Haqq and Mufti Sadr al-Din.**' The exact date and text 

of the fatwa are not known, but it appears from Zaka-Allah’s account that it was 

signed not long after Bakht Khan’s arrival in Delhi. The promulgation of the 

fatwa attracted volunteers in large numbers and infused the Muslims with a new 

spirit; to their feelings of patriotism and love of independence was now added the 

zeal of religious duty. 

Nimach Brigade arrives in Delhi 

At the end of July the famous Nimach Brigade arrived. Its fame had 

reached the Capital much earlier and its victory at Agra in the beginning of the 

month had been celebrated as a great achievement. Bakht Khan had sent his 

greetings to the officer of the Brigade and congratulated them on behalf of the 

troops fighting in Delhi; this communication was in reply to a petition of the 

Brigade addressed to the Emperor. ‘‘Brethren !”, he wrote, “Your King and all of 

us are night and day labouring for the annihilation of a small body of Christians, 

those infidels having from fear of their lives entrenched themselves on the top of 

a hill which is neither practicable for Cavalry nor assailable by the Artillery. God 

willing, in a short time the plain of Delhi will be cleared of the existence of these 

impure Nazarenes. But now, brethren! you should march expeditiously without 

halting and reach the presence of your (both secular and spiritual) King and unite 

with us in the extirpation of the infidels.”*** This letter is dated 8 July; five days 

later “a regimental band played music expressive of good news (muzda) before 

the King in celebration of the victory.”**° 

Attack on Metcalfe House, 1-2 August 

The arrival of new contingents of sepoys and Mujahids and the coming 

of envoys from some of the Chiefs and leaders from different places, particularly 

from Rohilkhand, raised the morale of the Revolutionary forces and intensified 

51 Mawlawi ‘Abd al-Qadir, Qadi Fayd-@llah, Mawlana Fayd Ahmad, Doctor Wazir Khan, 

Muhammad Sa‘id-Allah and Sayyid Mubarak Shah were among other signatories, Sherwani, — 

‘Abd al-Shahid Khan, Baghi Hindustan (Bijnor, 1947), p. 156; Zaka-Allah, p. 675; Razi al- 

Din, Kanz al-Tarikh (Badayun, Nizami Press, 1907), pp. 357-52. 
It appars that before this fatwa another had been signed by a number of ‘u/ama of Delhi. 

It was in reply to a proclamation issued by the British authorities, addressed to the Muslims of 

Delhi and its neighbourhood. The object of the proclamation was to deceive the Muslims by 

telling them that the Hindus alone were guilty of rebelling against the British and the Muslims 

had nothing to do with it; it was also mentioned that only the fat of cows (and not the lard) was 

used in the cartridges. The Muslims, however, did not fall into the trap. A reply was promptly 

issued by the leading ‘w/ama in the form of a fatwa which made holy war against the British 

obligatory, because they had attacked the city with the aim of destroying the lives and property 

of the people. This fatwa was published in the Akhbar al-Zafar, Delhi. See Nawa i Azadi 

(Adabi Publishers, Bombay. 1957), p. 8; Mah i Naw monthly (Karachi), IX, No. 3, pp. 14-15. 

Secret Letters, No. 64, Enc. 1. Also see Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. IL, pp. 115-16. 

T.N.N,, p. 150. 
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their zeal for a decisive struggle. It was decided that after performing the prayers 
and ceremonies of ‘Jd al-Adha on | Augusta major attack would be launched 
Accordingly late in the afternoon on that day the Revolutionaries emerged trom 
the gates of the city and commenced by attacking Metcalfe House. gradually 
spreading along the whole front. The battle continued throughout the night: the 
Revolutionaries kept on coming in batches and “nota man of ours advanced trom 
under cover”. When the day broke fighting was still going on: it lasted tll about 
noon time when the Revolutionaries decided to withdraw. because they now says no hope of success, and their losses had been heavy compared to those of the 
enemy. 

Alipur, 3 August 

In another sector, however, the Revolutionaries had sueceeded in their objective. The Revolutionary Government was not unaware of the movements of Nicholson’s Movable Column.’*> To check the advance of the Column the Revolutionaries had rebuilt the bridge of Najafgarh canal, but this had been destroyed by the British. General Wilson informed Nicholson that the purpose of the reconstruction of the bridge by the Revolutionaries and concentration of their forces near it was to attack *Alipur and cut the British line of communication. “I, therefore, earnestly beg you”, Wilson had written, “to push forward with the utmost expedition in your power, both to drive these fellows from my rear, and to aid me in holding my position.” The reconstruction of the bridge had been sompleted on 2 August, and on the following day the Revolutionaries launched in attack on ‘Alipur. but they had to withdraw because of the exceptionally 

It was customary for the teachers to give blessings to their pupils in the form of a short poem on the occasion of the ‘Ids. This was generally known as ‘/di (‘Id greetings). Bahadur Shah composed the following couplets on the occasion of the ‘Id al-Adha (Ist August, 1857). It | contains a prayer for Victory over his enemies, namely. Christians, Gurkhas, white soldiers and Gujars. 

a oF ue oF oi ws 
xn SF bs WD Ce 2S 1GF 

FL LEG UL or 6 ET 
Fu Jo Bs Be oy Translation:- O God. May the entire army of the enemy be killed today ! from the Gurkhas and white soldiers, to Gujar and Christians. 

We shall consider this day as the day of the ‘/d of sacrifice only if, O Zafar, your murderer is killed by a sword.” This appeared on the title page of Sadiq al-Akhbar, Delhi. 12 Dhi al-hijjah, 1273 H., under the caption Qita'h Tahniyat i ‘Id i Sa‘id farmudah i Hadrat Abu Zafar Muhammad Siraj al-Din Bahadur Shah Badshah i Ghazi. Reproduced in Nawa i Azadi (Adabi Publishers, Bombay. 1957), facing p. 6. 
Nicholson had taken command of the Column on 22 June. See Kaye, Lives of Indian Officers (London, 1875), p. 359, 
See Kaye and Malleson, II, Pp. 486. 
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heavy rains which made the movement of the soldiers impossible.*”” 

Explosion of the magazine factory, 7 August 

On 6 August the Nimach and Nasirabad forces under their respective 

commanders, Sirdhara Singh and Badli Singh, made an ineffective attempt to 

attack the right flank of the British camp. This reverse was nothing compared to 

the calamity which befell the defenders on the following day. After the explosion 

of the Magazine near the Kashmir Gate on 11 May, the Revolutionaries had set 

up a manufactory in Begam Samru’s House:*® it exploded on the morning of 7 

August. According to a British spy the cause of the explosion was “a spark from 

a hooga,”*” but the Revolutionaries suspected that Hakim Ahsan-Allah Khan 

was the author of this act of sabotage. The excited sepoys rushed to his house, 

plundered it and then set fire to it; they would have killed the Hakim if the 

Emperor had not intervened. Actually in this case Ahsan-Allah Khan was 

outmanoeuvred by Rajab ‘Ali who was more cunning and certainly more 

efficient in the nefarious art of spying.” Nevertheless, two days later he (Rajab 

“Ali) also came under suspicion; a price was set on his head, and he “was obliged 

to escape for his life, after having been fog three months the invaluable medium 

of all city news in the intelligence department so admirably conducted by 

Hodson.”**! From the British camp, however, where he was in charge of the 

office of the intelligence department Rajab ‘Ali continued to perform his duties’ 

362 
as a spy. 

Metcalfe House again, 8 August 

On 8 August the Revolutionaries marched out of the Kashmir Gate and 

Cave-Browne. Il. p. 137 

For Samru’s House see Bashir al-Din, II, 209. 

Dethi News, 8 August, 1857 quoted in Mahdi Husain, p. 246, n. 6. 

Rajab *Ali’s friend Hodson refers to his treachery in these words: “On the 7 (August) a 

powder manufactory was exploded. and they suspended the minister. Hakeem Ahsanoolah, 

and searched his house: there they found a letter which had been sent him; concocted by 

Moulvie Rujub Alee. which confirmed their suspicions, so they plundered and burnt his house 

~ See Hodson, p. 261 

It may be mentioned that after the collapse of the Revolution. Rajab “Ali was amply rewarded 

for his treachery by the British Government, he’ was given lands and the title of Arastu Jah 

besides a cash reward of 10,000 rupees. In compliance with a request from the writer of 

Tahgigat i Chishti he wrote an account of his life; this has been included in that book. See 

Chishti, Nur Ahmad. Tahgigat i Chishti (Lahore, 1324 H ), pp- 114-19: also see Jafri, R. A. 

Bahadur. Shah Zafar awr unka ‘Ahd (Lahore, 1957), pp. 1247-54. 

Cave-Browne. II. 136-37; for details of the story of the explosion see Memoirs, p. 21. Zahit 

savs that the women of Ahsan-Allah Khan's family took shelter in his house; they were 

brought there by “Aziz al-Din, a nephew of the Hakim. See pp. 143-44. 

For his report dated 15 September see Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. Il. p. 48; also see Zaka-All 
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| established a battery at Ludlow Castle; from here they could easily ply the 
Metcalfe House picket with shot and shell. For three days the British could not 

| do anything to check them. Before sunrise on 12 August Brigadier Showers and 
Coke advanced silently towards the Revolutionaries who were completely taken 

\_ by surprise. The British captured and brought with them four guns. Both sides 
suffered heavy losses in this affair; on the British side Showers and Coke w ere 
severely wounded and the number of casualties was large: “an officer was killed 

| eight wounded, and one hundred and nine men hors de combat” 

| Hodson captures Rohtak 

Nicholson thus succeeded in bringing his Movable Column to the camp 
on 14 August; his arrival raised the strength as well as the morale of the British 
forces. The same day a body of the Revolutionaries, mainly Cavalry, came out 
with the intention of cutting off the enemy's communications with the Panjab 
Hodson was sent against them. He pushed towards Kharkanda a small village 
near Rohtak, and fell upon a small part of the Revolutionaries led by Risaldar 
Bisharat ‘Ali. The village was surrounded and “the little party of mutineers was 
soon mastered and the ressaldar shot down by Hodson himself. . °°! from here 
Hodson rushed to Rohtak where he had a skirmish with men of the Rangarh 
tribe, who were commanded by their leader, Babur Khan. The action was not 
decisive: on the following day Babur Khan again charged Hodson and pushed 
him back A small battle was fought in the open in which the Revolutionaries 
suffered casualties; they retreated and evacuated Rohtak in the course of the 
night. 

Battle of Najafgarh, 24 August 

In the last week of August the Revolutionaries planned an attack on the 
rear of the enemy. They were not unware of the progress of the British siege train which was expected to reach Karnal on 25 or 26 August; they also realised the 

» great danger which its arrival would mean for them. Besides this, the Emperor is _ stated to have told the officers of the leading Brigades in the Capital that they » should do some thing “to stop this rain of shot and shell pouring into the Palace”; » the reference was to three shells which by accident had fallen in the Red Fort just ‘at the moment when he was coming out of his apartments. On hearing these ‘Words from their Emperor the Commanders of the Nimach and Rohilkhand 

Forrest. I. 115: Cave-Browne, II. pp. 137-38. 
Cave-Browne, II, 145. 

Risaldar Bisharat * Ali belonged to Ist Irregular Cavalry and had been decorated with an Order of Merit. Hodson takes pride for massacring the leading persons of the village: “We polished off the Khurkhundah gentry in style. though they showed fight to a great extent. See Hodson. pp. 206-07. 
Young, p. 30. 
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Brigades held a council and decided that a major offensive should be launched on 

the rear of the enemy’s position on the side of Najafgarh. Accordingly on 24 

August after prolonged discussions the Nimach and Nasirabad Brigades marched 

out with the intention of proceeding to Najafgarh; Bakht Khan followed them; he 

Was to remain in the rear, in charge of the reserve. They advanced up to the 

bridge without meeting opposition, and were able to cross it after some repairs. 

They occupied the villages in the neighbourhood and took a strong position at an 

old sarai where they posted four of their heavy guns. The British commander 

despatched Nicholson to attack the Revolutionaries. 

Nicholson started at 4 A. M. in the morning and proceeded to a cross 

road. About five 0° clock in the afternoon he crossed a nalah and arrived in front 

of the position taken up his opponents. He now attacked the sarai and ultimately 

succeeded in capturing it. After this he changed front, swept down the line and 

pushed back the Revolutionaries. Mubarak adds that the Nimach troops were 

tired because they had no time to rest and their march was slow as they had to 

wade through water which was above their knees. Obviously they could not 

move fast enough to reach the sarai in time to reinforce its defenders; yet they 

“offered a desperate resistance, and a bloody hand-to-hand encounter.” The 

village of Najafgarh, in the meantime, had been captured by Lumsden who had 

been assigned that task by Nicholson. From here he crossed over along the rear 

of the line with a view to strengthen the attack on the village of Nagli which had » 

been occupied by the Revolutionaries. They latter offered a determined resistance 

and killed the British Commander with eleven of his men besides wounding 

twenty-six others. But after the capture of the sarai a portion of the British troops 

was sent against this small band of defenders, while the rest were re-formed to 

attack the camp of the Revolutionaries and the bridge in their rear. The 

Revolutionaries soon realized that the fall of bridge would mean utter destruction 

of their forces; hence they decided to make a retreat. The village of Nagli was 

also left to the enemy; “indeed, more properly speaking, it was not taken, but was 

evacuated by the enemy during the night.°°° The defeat at Najafgarh was the 

severest. reverse which the Revolutionaries had suffered. Their losses, 

particularly among the men of the Nimach Brigade, were very heavy, and, more 

than that, the blow to their morale was almost irreparable. “The prestige of the 

rebel army,” remarks Mubarak, “had waxed materially previously to their defeat 

at Nujufgurh but after that it was completely and for ever lost.°” 

Mubarak attributes the defeat of the Revolutionaries to the failure of the 

supply of provisions. Bakht Khan had sent a message to Mirza Mughul that the 

forces had nothing to eat and were starving and that parched gram should be sent 

to the battle front immediately. The prince could make no effective arrangements 

i Norman’s Narrative in State Papers. 1. 465; also Kaye, J. W.. op. cit., pp. 366-67. 

°°” Mubarak. f. 143 
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for this.’ The Revolutionaries could not continue their attacks after this deteat 
they were now forced to fight defensive actions 

THE FALL OF DELI 
(September 1857) 

The situation deteriorates 

After capturing Najafgarh the British officers began to reconsider the 
possibilities of an assault on the city. Only five days before the battle General 
Wilson had written a letter to the Chief | ngineer of the Field Force. Colonel 
Baird Smith, dwelling upon the dangers and doubtful results of an assault without 
getting adequate reinforcements: he that wanted Havelock's men or some other 
troops should march on Delhi because “the force under my command. is 
actually besieged by the mutineers”. He had concluded his remarks with a warning: “As an Artillery officer, | have no hesitation IN giving My opinion that the attack on Delhi, garrisoned and armed as it now is, is as arduous an undertaking as was the attack on Bharatpur in 1825-26...” His officers. how ever, did not agree with this view: they were in favour of an immediate assault. and with the arrival of the Siege train on the night of 3 September it became the common talk of the camp. Nicholson wrote on the 4th: “Tthink we have a right to hope for success, and I trust that ere another week passes our fag will be flying from the palace minarets.”*°” Quite different was the state of affairs in the city the demoralising effects of the defeat were becoming apparent. Mirza Moghul and his junta persisted in their Opposition to Bakht Khan ; their relations had secome so bitter that the British spy, Fath Muhammad, said in his new S-report of | September that “the Naseerabad and Neemuch Brigades are supporters of Mirza Moghul and the Bareilly Brigade is devoted to the King. The officers of he Bareilly force and Mirza are bitter enemies. It is not at all improbable that the Bareilly troops will fall out and kill Mirza Moghul.” Personal jealousy and " actious rivalries were not the only causes, of this bitterness. “The Shahzadas.” " ontinues the spy, “manage to embezzle the collections made from the towns | jeople. The Bareilly Brigade talk of returning to Bareilly.*”° 

From the outset the Revolutionary Government was confronted with | rious financial problems; the funds at their disposal were scanty and “fadequate. The conduct of the Princes added to its difficulties. On Bahadur ah’s assumption of power they thought that fortune after all had begun to smile them. For decades they had been living like prisoners with no prospects of the storation of their lost glory and prestige. They could not have failed to realize 

Tbid., f. 142. 
Kaye. J. W.. op. cit... p. 376. 
Secret Letters (India Office Records). Letter No. 191. 
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that the Empire seemed to be dying fast, but with the outbreak of the Revolution 

they suddenly found themselves in the possession of power and dignity. 

Unfortunately, however, instead of utilizing this opportunity for the good of the 

people and the Empire they gave themselves up to a life of ease and dissipation, 

and began to behave in an irresponsible manner, power corrupted them 

absolutely.*”! For nearly four months the Revolutionary Government had 

managed to keep the financial situation under control, but the demoralizing 

effects of the reverse at Najafgarh created circumstances which led to a crisis. On 

31 August the Emperor was forced to proclaim that the Princes were unworthy of 

credit and directed “that no one should give money to them.” Two days later 

he was surrounded by some officers of the sepoys, who demanded the pay of 

their Regiments. Bahadur Shah was greatly annoyed, because he did not have 

enough money to meet their demands. “There was much talking and shouting, at 

last Selim Shah Ressaldar (on leave)”, says Gauri Shankar, “expostulated with 

the soobahdars and got them quiet.” Bahadur Shan had only 40,000 rupees; this 

amount was not sufficient. He also offered them one hundred and one gold 

mohurs which he had received as nadhr on behalf of the Nawab of Bareilly, and 

ultimately ‘the jewels of the zenana’. The courtiers were moved by this action of 

the Emperor and persuaded the officers to accept 40,000 as an instalment of their 

dues.’ These reports of the spies were substantially correct. Thus they kept the 

British camp informed of the developments in the city” An account of the 

setting of guns and other defence arrangements made by the Revolutionaries — 

inside the city walls was sent to the British by Gauri Shankar on 12 September. 

British preparations for an assault 

With this information in their hands it is not surprising that the British 

Command eventually agreed to launch an attack on the city. The preparations for 

the assault began with the digging of a trench to the left of the Sammy House and 

As late as 9 September the Princes were embezzling State funds. Jiwan Lal writes: ‘The King 

ordered ihe arrest of the Princes who had misappropriated money collected for the pay of the 

sepoys * Mubarak Shah says that the Emperor had persuaded the wealthier citizens of Dehli to 

pay donations. “From men,” he says, “known to own upward of a lac a contribution of Rs. 

25,000/- was demanded, but those ‘assessed at this amount went to Mirza Moghul and giving 

him a present of five or six hundred rupees succeeded in having the call reduced to Rs. 1500/- 

or even Rs. 1000/-” Folio. 158. 

See Secret Letters, Letter No. 191 (Gauri Shankar’s report dated Ist September 1857). 

Ibid. (Fath Muhammad’s report dated 2 September). Another spy, Turab ‘All confirms this 

incident. Also see Mutiny Records, vol. VII, Pt. Il, 15-17. 

Colonel Keith wrote to his wife on 2 September: “There are several letters from the city, all 

telling the same story of divided Counsels, internal dissensions, and troops running away.” S 

Young, p, 258; For Gauri Shankar's report see, Mutiny Records. VII, Part Il, pp. 33-34. On 

September Nicholson wrote: “Poor Pandy has been in very low spirits since then (the battle 0} 

Nujufghurh), and, please God, he'll be in still lower before the end of this week.” Kaye, J. W. 

op. cit pp. 376-77. 
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the setting up of a strong battery’”* at its end with the object of preventing sorties 
from the Lahore and Kabul Gates. These arrangements deceived — the 
Revolutionaries, they made them think that they would be attacked from this 
side, whilst it had been decided that the main attack would be directed from the 
other flank..”° By 6 September all the expected reinforcements had arrived. and 
on the evening of the following day the first battery was quictly installed about 
seven hundred yards from the Moree Gate. The work had to be completed in the 
night; for some time it went on undisturbed, but the Revolutionaries sour heard 
the noise, and immediately came a shower of grape from the Moree Bastic 
killing several workmen. If this firing had been continued the work would hay 
had to be relinquished; but the Revolutionaries stopped firing because they took 
the workmen to be parties of men cutting brushwood and thought they had been 
scared away. When the day broke, they saw the battery and again opened fire. but 
it was too late now. The British on their part started firing at the Moree Bastion 
and by afternoon reduced its masonry to a heap of ruins. This battery (No. 1) was 
commanded by Major Brind and came to be known after his name On the lett 
the besiegers were able to establish two batteries (No. 2 and 4) at the Qudsiah 
Bagh which was only five hundred yards from the Kashmir Gate. These were 
completed in three days (8 to 11 September). About the same time another 
battery (No. 3) was set up at the Customs House. only a hundred and sixty yards 
from the Water Bastion. 

Fighting at Kashmir Gate 

The work of erecting the batteries had been conducted in great silence. 
and it was only after it had been completed that the Revolutionaries realized that 
the main attack was to be directed from the northern sector. It was now too late to 
take any effective measures and no amount of effort and sacrifice could save: 
fifty-four guns and mortars “belched forth havoc on the doomed city.” 

_ However, when the enemy's firing commenced on the morning of 12 September, | the defenders tried their best to counter the attack. They had not raised their guns on to the bastions; they were, therefore, forced to bring them out into the open to 

8 This battery was erected on the suggestion of Reid and was therefore. known as Reid's Battery. 
According to the plan approved by the authorities the attack was to be made on the northern sector of the city extending from the Moree Gate to the Water Bastion near the Jamuna. It has been rightly pointed out that the defenders could have strengthened their Position by pulling down the buildings and erecting a rampart, from which the attacking force could have been easily subjected to concentrated and heavy fire. It is difficult to explain why this step was not taken except by the fact that the Revolutionary leaders were busy quarelling among themselves. Kaye and Malleson, IV, 6; Roberts, op. cit., 1, 218-19. 
Smith, R.B, Life of Lord Lawrence, 2 Vols. (London, 1883) II, 115. Mubarak refers to these incidents in these words: “By this time the British battery at the Koodsia Bagh had greatly damaged the city wall and smashed the muzzles of most of the mutineers’ guns rendering them wholly unserviceable and killed nearly all the artillery men”, Folio 154. 

376 

377 

Marfat.com 



a 424 1857 IN THE MUSLIM HISTORIOGRAPHY 

fire at the enemy’s batteries. They also maintained steady firing of musketry 

from the walls of the city and inflicted losses on the besiegers,’”* but they could 

not stop him from breaking the screening walls near the Kashmir Gate and Water 

Bastion. The besiegers, to quote Mawlana Fadl i Haqq, “showered continuously 

heavy balls throughout the day and night. The wall of the city was breached and i 

cracked, and openings became apparent in the wall and the ramparts. The gate » 

was demolished and sources (of defence) were cut short; the curtain rose. None | 

from among the soldiers was able to stand or sit there, nor could anyone peep 

from or ascend over the wall. Anyone who tried to peep from its wall was shot 

and fell into the ditch.” i 

The breaches having been examined by the British engineers and 

reported to be practicable, it was decided on 13 September that the assault should 

be made on the following day. It appears that the details of the plan of assault had | 

become available to the officers of the Revolutionary Government. The British | 

forces were now divided into four Columns and a Reserve. Nicholson was to lead 

the first Column, and he was also entrusted with the general direction of the | 

assault. Brigadier Jones, Colonel Campbell and Major Reid were to command the | 

second, third and fourth Columns respectively; Brigadier Longfield was in — 

charge of the Reserve and had instructions to follow the first Column. In the 

meantime the reports of these measures and successful breaching of the wall had 

created a panic in the city; the sepoys had started “fast evacuating Delhi”,**° and 

the main brunt of the attack had fallen on the Ghazis. “Ultimately”, to quote 

*Allamah Fadl i Haqq again “there remained only a small party of Mujahidin 

who passed the nights in hunger, but rushed to fight at dawn, and waged war 

against the enemy. They together with a company of the forces guarded the wall 

of the city and stopped the enemy's entry through breaches . . . Jee" This 

statement is corroborated by facts mentioned in the news-letters of the spies. On 

the 12th, Gauri Shankar reported: “The citizens took part in yesterday’s fight and 

Between 7 and 14 September, 327 officers and men were killed and wounded. See Robberts, 

op. cit., 1.221 

J.P. H.S., Vol. V. p. 34. 

The decision was taken at a Council of War held in a tent in the British Camp. This Council 

had met in perfect secrecy and had continued its deliberations till 4: 30, It is, therefore, 

surprising that ‘when we took the Cashmere Gate next morning, an order book, similar to the 

book then in use in the army. was found dated Palace, September 13. 5 P. M..” giving the exact 

detail of the force that was to assault the Cashmere Gate, and sketching out generally and 

briefly the other points of attack of the other assaulting columns.” Wilberforce. R. G. An 

Unrecorded Chapter of the Indian Mutiny (London, 1894), p. 147. 

In this connection it is interesting to note that the British spy, Fath Muhammad reported 

on I] September that “the Afghan Ghazees in the city go out and mix fearlessly with the 

Afghans in camp, and bring in all details, even to the names of officers killed and wounded, 

which are published in the "Del/hee News.” See Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. I, 54. 

Cf Hodson, p. 287. 

J.P.H.S., Vol. V, p. 33, The Story, 33. 
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Moulvee Nawazish Ali of Habree, in Thaneisur District, with 2,000 men. went 
sst8) 

out to battle. 

The Assualt 

Early in the morning on 14 September the British forces began to move 
and advanced as far as Ludlow Castle, the rendezvous for the three Columns on 
the left. After some time the Ist Column proceeded to Qudsiah Bagh and the 2nd 
further on to the Customs House, while the 3rd moved out along the road, From 
the Qudsiah Bagh the men of the Ist Column began to move towards the breach 
they met with a storm of bullets but continued their advance until they reached 
the ditch. The ladders were thrown and Nicholson was among the first to reach 
the breach. The Revolutionaries abandoned the site, and the besievers entered the 
city and took positions in the Main-Guard. The small party who were cntrusted 
with the task of blowing the Kashmir Gate also moved forward and. in spite of 
heavy fire from the wicket, they managed to lay the powder bags and blow up the 
Gate. In the meantime the 2nd Column had carried the breach near the \W ater 
Bastion. On entering the city the British soldiers ran down the road, past the 
ramparts, and succeded in capturing Moree Bastion without much difficulty or 
loss, the obvious reason being that the Revolutionaries had not anticipated this 
line of advance. 

Major Reid’s Column repulsed 

The fourth Column under Major Reid, however, had to face a different 
situation. Numerically the largest of the four Columns it was to serve as a feint to 
confirm the defenders in their expectations that the main attack ould be made 
on that side."*’ The Column moved down the hill from behind the Gurkha 
stronghold at Hindu Rao’s House, and came near the picket in the Sabzi-Mandi. 
Major Reid wanted to clear the Kishenganj Sarai, where the Revolutionaries had 

| planted two batteries, and then make for the Lahore Gate. While he was 
| [preparing for this advance firing was heard, and it was found that the Kashmir 
| Contingent were engaged with the Revolutionaries. He rushed to their aid. The } Revolutionaries opened fire from the bridge over the canal and also from the ) Sarai; Major Reid was hit and fell wounded in the head. He was thus “compelled 

Mutiny Records, VII. Part I. 33. 
Mawlana Fadl e Haqq corroborates this: “...the Christians deceived the defenders and played a trick. They sent a division of their forces in front of another gate. so that (their opponents) should think that the other gate was being attacked. The Mujahids and a section of the forces, therefore, busied themselves in fighting and resisting them: They were thus deceived by this trick and device ofthe Christians” J P.H.S, Vol. V, p. 34 (The Story of the War of Independence). 
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the right, finding the enemy far more numerous than the expected, gave way, and 

could not again be brought up; any further attempt was hopeless, and it only 

remained to draw off the rest of the column with as little loss as might be, which 

was effected by Captain Muter of the 60th Rifles, who succeeded to the 

command on Major Reid being wounded.”*** 

More disastrous was the fate of the other detachment of the Kashmir 

Contingent, which was ordered to occupy the ‘Jdgah. Hardly had its men got to 

the Rohtak road, which led to that building, when the Revolutionaries attacked 

them. The Kashmiris were pushed back and their guns were seized by the 

Revolutionaries.’ They wanted to follow up their success, and had begun to 

threaten this vital point of the British position, when Hope Grant’s Cavalry 

Brigade, which had hitherto been covering the assaulting forces, came to the 

rescue of the beaten Column. Grant’s Brigade was also subjected to a sharp 

musketry firing from the houses and gardens of Kishenganj; at this critical 

moment Tombs brought his Artillery to their support. The British suffered heavy 

casualties, but Hindu Rao’s House was saved. 

John Nicholson killed 
>? 

The repulse of the fourth Column had a disastrous effect on the men of 

the other three also, who, flushed by their successes at the Moree and Kabul 4 

Gates, were now rushing to the Lahore Gate to join their comrades, believing that 

they too must have also scored an easy victory. They had, however, covered only 

a short distance, when fire was opened upon them from the Burn Bastion which 

commanded the Lahore Gate. The 75th Regiment which was in front of these 

men was forced to fall back upon the Kabul Gate. Seeing his men thus repulsed 

by the Revolutionaries, Nicholson rushed forward with the intention of assaulting 

the bastion, but the Revolutionaries had in the meantime made_ hasty 

arrangements to offer resistance; two guns were set up in a lane which had to be 

traversed before the bastion could be reached and some sharp-shooters were 

placed behind the windows of the houses as well as on their roofs. Nicholson was 

advised not to attack the dangerous spot and await intelligence before advancing 

further, but he did not pay any heed to their warning and ordered the Ist Fusiliers 

to advance. They were severely punished for this ill-advised action; their leader 

38 Caye-Browne, II, 183-84. When Major Reid found himself disabled he resigned his command 

to Captain Lawrence: in the meantime Captain Muter had actually assumed command of the 

Column. “This caused considerable confusion; Captain Lawrence, however, succeeded in 

asserting his aurhority, ... he retired leisurely and in good order on the batteries behind Hindu 

Rao’s House.” Kaye and Malleson, VI, p. 30. 

For Muter’s reasons for withdrawal, see his official despatch to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant: 

General, dated 17 September, in State Papers, I, 412. 

Captain Dwyer who commanded the Contingent attributes the defeat to numerical superiority 

of the Revolutionaries, but Major Reid’s successor, Lawrence, thinks: ‘*blame may be) 

attached to the Jummoo troops for the loss of their guns, ...” See official despatches 0 

Lawrence and Dwyer in State Papers, 1, pp. 410-411. 
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Major Jacob fell mortally wounded, and soon men and officers were falling fast 
“The men of the column” said one of Nicholson's friends to Sir John Kaye, 
“had—in soldier's language —had their stomach full of fighting already,and 
they were not up to carrying out the programme. They reeled doggedly and 
slowly on. The sepoys in vast numbers disputed their advance. Under such 
circumstances it is of no use talking to soldiers. they won't do any more. But 
Nicholson tried, and as he stood before them entreating them to follow further 
his single and stately figure became an easy mark. It would, indeed, have been a 
miracle had he escaped;***’ and the Revolutionaries were obviously not ina 
mood to let such miracles happen! A sepoy took aim at Nicholson, and he tell 
with a bullet in his chest and died on 22 September 

Campbell's Column withdraws from before the Jami Masjid 

The third Column had stormed the Kashmir Gate and proceeded towards 
the Main-Guard; from there they turned to the left, captured the Church and the 
Press and then came to Skinner's House. Here they met with resistance trom a 
Regiment of the Nasirabad Brigade which held. it: ultimately the British 
succeeded in capturing the building. Leaving these positions with Captain Wilde 
of the fifth (Reserve) Column, Colonel Campbell,’*” Commander of the third 
Column, pushed on through the Begam Bagh, entered the Chandni Chawk. took 
possession of the Kotwali, and with a detachment moved towards the ./ami 
Masjid where Muslims had assembled to offer prayers. When they found that the 
British soldiers were going to harm the innocent congregation, one of them came 
to the minbar and said: “now that the enemy is bent on damaging our mosque, | 
invite you all to lay down your life in the sacred cause. Those who are prepared 
to die should accompany me to the northern gate of the mosque.” Thousands of 
Muslims who had their swords with them recited the takbir. Allah-u-Akhar, and 
rushed out of the gate. The British opend fire; two hundred of them were killed, 

) but ultimately they succeeded in falling upon the enemy and forcing him to a 
jhand-to-hand fight. Metcalfe who was at the head of the British soldiers could 
not stand this charge and withdrew.*** 

Campbell had by now received the disconcerting news of Nicholson’s 
failure to take the Lahore Gate; he was also informed that his men were falling 

' fast in Chandni Chawk, where the Ghazis were offering a stiff resistance.**? He 

The statement of a friend of Nicholson, as quoted in Kaye, pp. 378-79. 
Colonel Campbell was guided by Theophilus Metcalfe who was acquainted with the city of Delhi. ; 
Nizami, Khwajah Hasan Dihli ki Jan-kani. (Delhi, 1922). pp. 33-34. 
“A large body of Ghazees,” reports Mubarak, “assembling from various points advanced on the Kotwalee on which the Europeans came down and engaged them but were so greatly outnumbered that they were obliged to fall back on their main body at the Kashmir Gate after 
sustaining considerable loss.” See ff. 165-66: also see Norman’s Narative in State Papers, 1, 477. 
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was so disheartened by these reports and also because he had himself been 

wounded that he thought it wise to withdraw and not risk an assault on the 

Mosque. In his first official despatch, dated 16 September, Major-General 

Wilson tries to justify this retreat in these words: “The opposition, however, 

which he met from the great concentration of the enemy at the Jumma Musjid, 

and the houses in the neighbourhood, he himself, I regret to state, being 

wounded, satisfied him that his most prudent course was not to maintain so 

advanced a position. ... and he accordingly withdrew the head of his column and 

placed himself in communication with the Reserve...”°”” 

Street fighting in the city, 

14 September was a day of deadly strife: the losses of the assaulting 

forces were eleven hundred and four men, and sixty-six officers killed or 

wounded—roughly speaking, about two men in nine. Wilson was disheartened, 

and his first reaction was that the Columns should be withdrawn to the Ridge. 

Other officers, however, thought otherwise. In reply to a question whether it 

would be possible for the Army to retain the ground that it had won, Baird Smith 

said rather emphatically: “We-must do so?” Wilson accepted the advice. On the 

following day, however, it was not possible to, continue the offensive. The British 

soldiers had found numerous “bottles of beer, wine and brandy... in the deserted 

shops;... and that night and the next morning so utter was the disorganization in 

the whole force, that any attempt at an advance would have been certain failure 

and defeat.”*’' Wilson had, therefore, to wait till the morning of 16 September, 

when news was~received that Kishenganj had been evacuated by the 

Revolutionaries in the night. The British occupied it immediately and found there 

five heavy guns left by their opponents. Another gain was the capture of the 

Magazine; it was an important acquisition because it contained one hundred and 

seventy-one guns and howitzers and ammunition of every kind.*” The fall of the 

Magazine was considered by the Revolutionaries to be a serious blow. 

Nevertheless, they did not lose courage and decided to make an all out effort to 

expel the besiegers. A deputation led-by Mawlawi Sarfaraz ‘Ali and Fayd Ahmad 

went to the Emperor and requested him to lead the troops “assuring him that the 

entire army, the citizens of Delhi and the people of the surrounding country 

would all follow and die for him, and expel the English.” Bahadur Shah agreed, 

and it was decided that he would come out at noon time and lead his men in 

person. Thousands of citizens, Ghazis and sepoys gathered in front of the Palace, 

and the Emperor moved out of his apartments. But as soon as he came out of the 

390 State Papers, |, 372-73; Cave-Browne, II, 180-81. 

Cave-Browne, II, 187. 

The Magazine was defended by two Regiments of the Nasirabad Brigade known as the Dow 

and Macdonald Regimems. See Mubarak, f. 171. 

It could be captured only when a battery was planted on the left of the College. See Cave- 

Browne, IT. 188. 
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gate of the Palace and the troops and citizens started their march inthe direction 
of the Magazine Hakim Ahsan-Allah told him that it would be dangerous for him 
to proceed further, because he would be shot by Furopean riflemen who were 
concealed in the houses near-by, adding that the | Nyelish would not spare hime if 
he led the army. Bahadur Shah was unnerved by this warning and returned to the 
Palace, saying that he must go back to offer his prayers: the people and the troops 
also dispersed.*”* 

The Ghazis offer stubborn resistance: Greatheads Column repulsed 

The report that the Emperor had returned to his apartments disheartened 
the people—both the troops and the citizens They could now see that the 
situation was becoming critical, and the troops that had come trom outside Delhi 
began to leave; many of its old citizens also decided to evacuate. The Ghaziy and 
those among the soldiers who were determined to fight to the end. as is indicated 
by their stiff resistance on the 17th continued the struggle. The only important 
building lost on this day was the Delhi Bank: it was not won by the besiegers 
without hard fighting and some loss. but it brought them quite near the Imperial 
Palace. However, the Ghazis remained firm in their opposion on the following day also. The attack of a British force on the Lahore Gate, led by Greathead and composed of detachments from the 8th. the 75th, and a Sikh Regiment supported by fifty men of the First Fusiliers, made earlier in the day had miserably failed. In his report of the day Wilson writes: “We are still in the same position in which we were yesterday. An attempt was made this morning to take the Lahore Gate, but failed from the refusal of the European soldiers to follow their officers... The fact is. our men have a great dislike to street-fighting: they do not see their enemy, and find their comrades falling from shots of the enemy who are on the ‘ops of houses and behind cover, and get_a panic, and will not advance. This is very sad, and to me, very disheartening.”*” 

| Fall of the Red Fort 
' 

nes on the morning of the 20th, Jones was now ordered to send a detachment to ke the Jami' Masjid and proceed with the remaining forces to the Ajmer Gate. ajor Brind, who was given the command of the detachment which was to attack e Masjid, occupied it and wrote to the General, reporting his success and urging € need of capturing the Palace immediately. Wilson accordingly sent a Column 

Mubarak. f. 172-73. According to another authority the Emperor had come to Lal Diggi and it was from there that he returned to the Palace on the advice of his officers. Nizami. Dilli-ki- Saza, (Delhi. second edition, 1945). p. 42 
Kaye and Malleson. IV. 44 
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to attack the Red Fort, which was also captured. Inside the Palace the British 

forces found only a small band of the Ghazis who fell upon them and sacrificed 

their lives in the cause of freedom. Wilson wanted “to blow up the several 

bastions and portions of the palace,” but Lawrence would not agree to it, because, 

as he said in his reply to the General, “the occupation of the palace would do as 

much good politically as its destruction.”*”° 

The heroic resistance offered by the Ghazis and other Revolutionaries 

The heroic resistance of the Revolutionaries in the last stage of the great 

Battle of Delhi is certainly one of the most remarkable though tragic chapters of 

the War, for, it was quite evident that no amount of sacrifice could save Delhi, 

once the British forces had entered it. Their slow progress and heavy losses 

during the first five days of the assault (14 to 18 September), however, leave no 

doubt as to the determination of the defenders; they had decided to fight to the 

end. The waverers and those among the sepoys who were not prepared to 

sacrifice their lives had started leaving the city immediately after the assault 

began. Rajab ‘Ali’s report of 15 September contains this information: “Today | 

heard that parties of the rebels were desersing by the Kootub road and towards 

Rewaree, and a few by other routes.” The flight of the sepoys had a very 

demoralizing effect on the population; it made the people panicky. On the 

afternoon of the 17th according to a report from the lookout at Hindu Rao’s 

House, streams of people and animals were moving out of the Ajmer Gate. This 

large scale evacuation of panic-stricken citizens in its turn affected the morale of - 

the defenders. Nevertheless, the Emperor and the leaders of the Revolution 

remained firm: they were determined to fight to the last man and had no intention 

of changing this decision until the afternoon of 19th.” 

Bahadur Shah ignores Bakht Khan’s advice 

The fall of Burn Bastion the same evening, however, changed the 

situation. The Revolutionary leaders-thought that it would be suicidal for their 

forces to stay on in Delhi, now that all the strategic points and positions capable 

of defence had been captured by the besiegers. Bakht Khan, anxious to save the 

forces from annihilation, requested Bahadur Shah to accompany him to 

Rohilkhand where the position of the Revolutionaries was strong. There can be 

no doubt that if Bahadur Shah had accepted Bakht Khan’s request the course of 

the Revolutionary War would have been entirely changed. The loss of Delhi, 

35 For Wilson’s telegram to Lawrence, dated 21 September, and the latter’s reply on the 

following day, see Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. IL. 74. 

See Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. IL. 48. 

“On the 18th, it was reported by the spies that the King with his sons. the three royal 

Regiments. some other corps of native infantry, and troopers of the light cavalry. had secured | 

themselves in the palace, and were resolved to resist to the last man.” Cf Ball, I, 508. 
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Bakht Khan rightly argued, was not the end of the struggle; undoubtedly it was a 
great blow to the Revolutionary cause, but they could continue fighting in other 
theatres of War, “under the shadow of his name and presence,” and the General 
was convinced that their chances of success were immense. Bahadur Shah. 
however, failed to take a prompt decision; he hesitated and told Bakht Khan to 
see him next morning in Humayun’s Tomb, whither he had decided to wo for 
refuge. It may be added that Bakht Khan had been rather indiscreet in makin his 
request to the Emperor in the presence of Hahi Bakhsh who was a traitor and had 
sold himself to the British. He listened to Bakht Khan's arguments without 
uttering a word, but, after his departure, he took the Emperor to his apartments 
and advised him not 10 accept the suggestion of the Ruhilah chief He waned 
eloquent on the hardships of War, particularly when the scene of fighting would 
be far from the Capital; moreover, he pointed out, success Was not certain. On the 
contrary, if he dissociated himself from the Revolution, the British Government 
would certainly treat him with consideration. Bahadur Shah yielded to his 
kinsman’s persuations and refused to go with Bakht Khan, when the latter came 
to Humayun’s Tomb on the following morning to hear his decision.’’* Bakht 
Khan and his followers, then “went their way, leaving behind the royal family 
and a numerous crowd of emasculated followers, the scum of the palace. men 
born never to rise above the calling of a flatterer or a scullion.”” 

Bahadur Shah’s surrender 

Bahadur Shah’s refusal to comply with Bakht Khan’s advice Was a great 
blunder, for which he had to pay a heavy price. Having thus persuaded the 
Emperor to remain in Humayun’s tomb, Hahi Bakhsh informed Rajab “Ali who 
was his chief collaborator in the conspiracy. The latter communicated the news to 
Hodson who rushed to General Wilson and secured his permission to arrest 
\Bahadur Shah and bring him alive. Wilson wanted to treat the Emperor as a law- 
breaker, but Hodson insisted on being authorized to give a guarantee of his life, should he surrender, obviously in return for a handsome price.” 

°8 Hakim Ahsan-Allah Khan gives a garbled account of Bahadur Shah's escape. He writes, “Next day in the evening Bakht Khan and Kadir Bakhsh of the Sappers and Miners, came and said that the king must go by stealth to the Kutb and send his womankind too for their lives were in danger if they remained. They advised him to go by boat to Humayun’s Tomb and thence to the Kutb by palanquin and that they would follow, that they would not have another such opportunity.” He also adds that Bahadur Shah made some excuses, but ultimately he agreed. See Memoirs, p. 30. 
This is incorrect; Bakht Khan was anxious to take the Emperor with him. He knew how important it was that the Emperor should continue to lead the Revolution See Kaye and Malleson, IV. 50. 
Ibid, p 5}. 
Hodson, one of the greediest and most unscrupulous of British officers, has been condemned for murdering the Mughul Princes and his impertinence towards the Emperor; in fact, his earlier career.had not been cleaner either. He had become at one time “one of Henry Lawrence’s disciples, and won for a time, his confidence and regard,” but soon after he was 
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Hodson reached Humayun’s Tomb with fifty of his troopers on 22 

September. Rajab ‘Ali was sent as a messenger to the Emperor, while Hodson 

and his men remained concealed in the buildings near-by. Two hours later came 

the word that the Emperor was ready to surrender. Soon after this the Queen and 

her son. followed by Bahadur Shah were before Hodson. The Emperor asked 

Hodson to confirm the pledge given by his messenger, Hodson complied with 

this last demand: “then, . . . betrayed by his own kinsmen, his city captured, his 

army defeated and dispersed, his hopes shattered, the last King of the house of 

Timour gave up his arms to an English subaltern, and was led captive to await his 

trial”! Bahadur Shah was taken to the city and was kept under guard in a small 

building, known as Zinat Mahal and belonging to his wife. On entering Delhi he 

expressed a desire to see General Wilson, but the latter refused to show him this 

courtesy. 

Hodson murders the Princes 

Next morning having obtained permission from the General to capture 

the Princes; Hodson again came to Humayan’s Tomb, he had one hundered 

horsemen with him and was’ accompaniéd by Rajab ‘Ali and Hlahi Bakhsh. 

Besides the three Princes, Mirza Moghul, Khidr Sultan and Abu Bakr, there was 

a large crowd of the people in Humayun’s Tomb: they were armed and capable 

of fighting.” They wanted to offer resistance, and fight to the last man, but the 

arch-traitors, Rajab ‘Ali and Hahi Bakhsh, told the Princes that the best course for 

them was to follow their father and ask for a guarantee for their lives,’®* but after 

two hours of fruitless negotiations Hodson refused the request. The helpless 

Princes were now put in a rath (covered chariot) which along with Hodson’s 

party and a large crowd of men took the road to the city. When they were at a 

distance of one mile from Delhi, Hodson “ordered the Princes roughly to get out 

of the cart and strip,—for even in his thirst for blood, he had, as it would seem, 

found guilty of corruption and was dismissed. With the outbreak of the Revolution he found 

an opportunity of again getting into service and was given the charge of the Intelligence 

* Department. For his corruption and other vices of character see Holmes, Appendix. N, pp. 

591-617: Bosworth-Smith. I, 498-530. 

This “explains the otherwise unaccountable persistancy with which, on 21 September 1857, he 

importuned General Wilson to allow him to promise the King his life ... Hodson did give the 

King a quarter of his life before the royal family left the palace of Delhi; and I have also 

proved that he was not authorised to give that guarantee...1 would not insult the intelligence of 

readers by demonstrating the obvious fact that he did not give it out of charity.” Holmes, pp: 

614-15. 

“Ibid, p. 385 
42 “In it were the princes and about 3000 Mussulman followers. In the suburb close by about 

3000 more. all armed. so it was rather a ticklish bit of work.” Letter of Lieutenant Macdonell, | 

second in command to Hodson, quoted in Hodson, p. 310. ; 

The traitors told the Princes that the Emperor was safe and quite well, giving them the 

impression that they would also be treated well. 

See Husayni, Il. 453 
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an eye to the value of their outer clothes —he ordered them into the cart again, he 
seized a carbine from one of his troopers, and, then and there. with his own hand 
shot them down deliberately, one after the other*!"" 
were removed from their bodies and according to some authorities, were sent to 
the wretched Emperor in a tray with a Message from Hodson that “it was the 
nadhr which had been stopped and for whose restoration he. had joined: the 
mutineers.” With a grim sense of humour Bahadur Shah is) stated to have 
remarked: ‘Thank God, the Timurid Princes have always appeared before ther 
fathers with reddened faces surkh-ru-“> “Allamah Fad| 1 Haqq does not repeat 
the words of Bahadur Shah but he is definite that “they sent their severed heads in a tray to the King as a present.“ Their heads were later hung on an old gate 
outside the city, which has since then popularly come to be known as the A/uan 
Darwazah (Blood Gate); “three bodies (were) exposed in the Kotwalee’." here they remained till 24 September when they were removed and thrown into the 
river. 

The heads of the Princes 

This was not the end of the atrocities inflicted on the Salatin (the 
princes); “a large number, not less than twenty-nine, of these Princes had been 

“Hodson has been deservedly condemned for this act of butchery, Bosworth-Smith calls it va stupid, cold-blooded three-fold murder,” because “the Princes Were unresisting prisoners in his hands. No evidence worthy of the name had been or could have been given as to their Participation in the slaughter of our countrymen. Their very identity depended solely on the unsupported testimony of that traitorous villain the Mirza Elahee Buksh. who would have sworn away the life of his dearest friend if he had aught to gain thereby.” Smith I. 122-23 Kaye's comments are: “He wanted blood His senses were blinded by his brutal instincts” Kaye and Malleson. IV. 55 
The official view or Ilahi Bakhsh’s “services” was however different. Commissioner Saunders. for instance. recommended him to the Secretary to Government. Panjab. in these words: “Mirza llahi Bukhsh performed a most undoubted service in detaining the Fx-King and } Preventing him from taking his departure with the rebel army Where his name would have become a rallying point for the disaffected and rebellious throughout the country.” CB Saunders to R. H. Davies. Secretary to Government, Panjab. dated 13 June. 1859. The letter is t quoted in Mahdi Hussain, p. 354. 

f 5 Nizami, Dithi ki Jan-kani, p, 53. 
, The incident is not mentioned by the Western writers but several contemporary authorities refer to it in some form or the other: and the action is quite in keeping with the character of Hodson who wrote in a letter dated 23 September, 1857: “I am not cruel. but I confess that | rejoice in the Opportunity of ridding the earth of these ruffians.” Quoted in Kaye and Malleson, IV. 54 n 

JP.HS,, Vol. V, p. 37. Also see Zahir Diblawi. p. 164. Khwajah Hasan Nizami relates on the authority of bis father, who had heard it from a friend of Mirza Ilahl Bakhsh, that Hodson drank the blood of the Princes saying that he would have lost his mental balance if he had not tasted it. Mawlawi Zaka Allah admits that the people of Delhi believed the story although he himself considered it improbable. Zaka Allah, p. 650. 
Letter by an Engineer officer, quoted in Ball, I, 516; Also see Holmes, p. 387; State Papers, |. 369; also see Ball, I, 511. 
Kamal al-Din Haydar says that they were buried in the Dargah of Khwajah Bagqi-Billah. See Husayni, Vol. Il, p. 453. 
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picked on, lurking in the neighbourhood of the city."°* In their trials false 

evidence was produced against them by hostile and interested persons. Speaking 

about two of these Princes, Mirza Mendhu and Bakhtawar Shah, Muir says: “I do 

not remember to have heard their names prominently mentioned in any of the 

rebel proceedings." Some of the Princes were shot or hanged and several were 

thrown into prison where they were treated like ordinary prisoners and subjected 

to hard labour.’'” No consideration was shown to health or age; some of them 

died because they could not stand the torture to which they were subjected." 

These incidents and other details available in contemporary records and books 

show that the officers of the Company’s Army did not pay much heed to John 

Lawrence’s orders, whose iistructions were: “try them fairly, and if they are 

found guilty of having authorized or abetted the massacre of English women or 

children, by all means condemn them to death. But deal with no one as Hodson 

dealt with his victims." 

Bahadur Shah’s “Trial” 

On receiving a report of Bahadur in surrender John Lawrence sent a — 

telegram to Barnes at Ambala that he would like him to be sent to Meerut. It was 

feared that his presence in Delhi or any other important place would be a source” 

of encouragement to the Revolutionaries.*"? Saunders suggested that he should be _ 

sent to Govindgarh in Amritsar." If he was to be kept in the Panjab, Lawrence — 

thought, he could be lodged in the fort of Kangra.‘"® Ultimately, it was decided 

that the Emperor should be tried by a Commission.""® At this stage arose the 

question of the guarantee given to Bahadur Shah about his life. Wilson could not 

deny that he had given verbal instructions to Hodson that if the Emperor 

surrendered unconditionally his life should be guaranteed, but, he added, this was 

408 Smith, II. 150. 
4° Intelligence Records, |, p. 166. 

Ghalib, Dastanbu in Kulliyat i Nathr i Ghalib. (Lucknow, 1884) p. 401. Twenty-four Princes 

were hanged in Delhi on 18 November, 1857; of these “two were brothers-in-law, two sons-in- 

law of the King, the remainder nephews, etc.” Intelligence Records, |, 273. 

One of the Princes, Mirza Qaysar, was the son of Shah ‘Alam and was very old and weak; he 

was hanged. Another. Mirza Mahmud, son of Akbar Shah II, was suffering from gout and 

could not even move about; he was also hanged. For other details see Dihli ki Jan-kani. PP. 

66-77 

For the wretched fate of the daughters and some relatives of Bahadur Shah, see Ja‘fri, R. A» 

Bahadur Shah Zafar awr unka ‘Ahd (Lahore, 1955), pp. 978-90. Smith, II, 150. | 

Telegram from Lawrence to Barnes, dated 22 September 1857, Mutiny Records, VII, pt. Ih 

104 

Telegram trom General Wilson to Lawrence, dated 29 September, 1857, Ibid., p. 109. 

5 Ibid., p. 130. ‘ 
416 Ibid, p. 135. 

410 

all 

413 

Marfat.com 



| 

| 

The Great Revolution of 1857 435 

‘3 
Saunders, however, denied this done on the recommendation of Saunders:' 

when he was called upon to submit an explanation.|"* 
Nevertheless, preparations for the trial of the Emperor were started in 

November and the final approval of the proposal by the Government of the 
Company was given early in 1858.""” Accordingly, on 27 January Commenced 
the historic “trial” of Bahadur Shah before a court comprised of British military 
officers in the Diwan-i-Khas. The trial was to have commenced at || \. M1. but 
considerable delay was caused owing to a last minute change in the Commission 
and Bahadur Shah who had been brought in time was made to wait for an hou; 
and a half. Perhaps this was done deliberately to insult the Emperor." During 
the trial he was made to sit on “a mean charpoy™ between the President of the 
Commission and the Judge-Advocate. his son, Prince Jawan Bakht. standing to 
his left. The charges having been read out to him, the Emperor was asked to give 
a reply to the question, “Guilty or not Guilty”? In the beginning the Emperor was 
unable to understand what it was all about: ultimately, however, he was 
persuaded to say “not Guilty.” Knowing that the trial was a farce the Emperor 
took no interest whatsoever in its proceedings. “During the greater part of the 
day, the royal prisoner appeared to consider the proceedings as_ perfectly 
unimportant, and merely tiresome; and he occasionally found relief from ennui 
by dozing. His son appeared more animated, and laughed and chatted with his 
father’s attendant without appearing at all embarrassed.”"' The Court could not 
tolerate this. The Prince was, therefore, ordered not to attend. The preliminary 
formalities having been gone through, Bahadur Shah was charged with (1) 
encouraging, aiding and abetting Muhammad Bakht Khan and others in the 
crimes of mutiny and rebellion against the State, (2) encouraging, aiding and 
abetting Mirza Moghul, “a subject of the British Government” and others to rebel 
and wage war against the State, (3) proclaiming and declaring himself King and 
Sovereign, “being a subject of the British Government in India.” and (4) 
feloniously causing and becoming accessory to the murder of 49 persons at Delhi 
ion the 16th of May 1857 within the precincts of the Palace. 

Bahadur Shah’s “defence”? is an interesting document: he had always 
» regarded himself as the de jure Sovereign of Hind-Pakistan: as such he could not 
» be tried by a Commission appointed by the Company; evidently it is for this 
~ reason that he thought it advisable not to open the question of the competence of 

he court. Of course, he knew that the sanction behind the Commission’s 
uthority was brute force, and no agency born of brute force has ever shown 

iH 

Wilson to the Chief Commissioner, dated 27 December, Mutiny Records., VII. Pt. Il, 332. Saunders’ explanation to the Government of India. Mutiny Records, VII, Pt, I], 335-36. Ibid., p. 371. 
Zaka-Allah adds that in order to insult Bahadur Shah British soldiers had painted his caricature Portraits on the walls of the Lahore Gate of the Fort. The Emperor was shown with a hanging noose round his neck. See p. 723. 
Trial, Introduction: p. VIII. 

> Ibid., 227-31. 
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respect to the principles of justice and equity. Under these circumstances he 

thought it was useless to defend his case before the Commission. He, therefore, 

makes no reference to the Movement or the War of Independence in his 

statement. The only argument which he puts forward is that he was a tool in the i 

hands of the Revolutionaries. Forced into a position where he had to say © 

something in his ‘defence’ he gave a half-hearted and brief statement referring to | 

a few incidents only. The crafty and traitorous Ilahi Bakhsh had demoralized him 

by persuading him to surrender and beg for his life.”> After committing the | 

blunder of surrendering himself to the enemy instead of acting on Bakht Khan’s © 

advice to continue the struggle. Shah had no choice but to assert that he was 

helpless. The logic of the situation created by his unconditional surrender 

demanded that he should tell the court that he could not help obeying the | 

Revolutionaries. By making this statement, however, he could not vitiate the 

evidence that had been collected and produced about Mian Hasan’ Askari’s 

work’?! in connection with the Movement. The Judge advocate-General 

addressed the court,*”* and gave a resume of the evidence; on the same day (9 

March 1858) the Commission delivered its findings in these words: 

“The Court, on the evidence before them, are of opinion that the Prisoner 

Muhammad Bahadur Shah, Ex. King of Delhi, is guilty of all and every part of 

the charges preferred against him.” a . 

John Lawrence, to whom the proceedings of the trial had been, 

forwarded, wrote a lengthy minute.’” to the Government of India recommending 

transportation of the Emperor overseas. The Government agreed, and Bahadur 

Shah, escorted by a strong guard, proceeded towards Calcutta. The party of the 

Emperor consisted of sixteen persons including two of his wives, Zinat Mahal 

and Taj Mahal, and his favourite and youthful son, Jawan Bakht. The Emperor 

wore ochre-coloured clothes, a mark of humility and renunciation of worldly 

pleasures.*”8 From Calcutta he was taken to Rangoon where he lived as a prisoner 

till his death.’ He passed his days in complete retirement and spent his time 

mostly in prayers; his main hobby was the composing of poems. 

Bahadur Shah is regarded as one of the leading ghazl-writers of Urdu; he 

also composed other types of poemis, such as songs, thumris, etc.’*° His style is 

Kaye and Malleson, IV, 51 

For Mian Hasan * Askari. See Dilli ki Saza, p. 63. | 

See Trial, pp. 231-55. 
See /bid., p. 255 

| 

Mutiny Records, VIL. Pt Il, 381 et. seg. | 

For details see Husayni, II, 454. 

He was given a paltry allowance of 600 rupees per month for the expenses of the party. Zinal 

Mahal had some ornaments, which were utilized by the family in their moment of distress. 

Husayni, IT, p. 454. 

Also see *Alawari. Amir Ahmad. Bahadur Shah Zafar (Lucknow). pp- 160-61. 

An account of Bahadur Shah’s proficiency in writing poetry may be read in any work on th 

history of Urdu literature. His contemporaries considered him to be one of the best poets 

their age. See for example, Garcin de Tassy’s Khutbat (Urdu version.), pp. 221-22. 
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simple but elegant: his poems are full of pathos and elicit feelings of sympathy 
and appreciation. The great scholar and lexicographer, Munshi Karim al-Din, a 
contemporary of Bahadur Shah, places him in the first rank of the poets of his 
day and says: “he composed poetry of an order which in these days none else can wd : é a produce.” Besides composing ghazals Bahadur Shah wrote a commentary of 
Shaykh Sa‘di’s famous Gulistan, it is known as Sharh Gulistan In its 
introduction he mentions another work, Ja'lifat i abu Zafar in which he . o cai discussed the uses of words and terms.”"’ He was a good calligraphist and used to 

| train pupils in this art.’ 
The Revolution had created a terror among the British and the 

bureaucrats were obsessed with the idea that Bahadur Shah could at any time 
again be made the leader of a revolt. They therefore took every care to keep him 
at a distance from his people. They feared that his poems which recorded his 
hardships and tribulations, though couched in metaphorical language, could 
easily stir the sympathies of the readers. Professional musicians were not allowed 
to recite his beautiful and highly popular songs. 

Bahadur Shah expired on 7 November 1862.°%° His favourite Queen, Zinat Mahal, their son Jawan Bakht, and the latter’s wife and daughter were the 
only members of his family by his side at the time of his death which was kept a 
secret. He was buried in the house in which he had lived as a prisoner; Hafiz 
Muhammad Ibrahim, the tutor of Prince Jawan Bakht, led the prayers and 
supervised the burial. The only trace of his grave was a zezyphus tree which stood near its head. As the grave was not looked after and no one was allowed to visit the place it was lost in an overgrowth of the bushes.” Subsequently the guard was removed, as it was thought that the grave was lost for ever. In 1903 ‘Abd al-Salam Rafiqi, editor of the monthly a/-Rafig, became interested in repairing Bahadur Shah’s grave. He drew the attention of the people to this 

>! Munshi Karim-al-Din was co-author with Fallon .of a well-known Urdu-English Dictionary: he has produced an Urdu dictionary, Karim al-Lughat. Besides this. he wrote a Tadhkirah of | Urdu poets, called Tabagat-al-Shu ‘ara, and a short history of Hind-Pakistan, Tawartkh i Hind L. which was published in 1863 in the Government Press, Lahore 
i The commentasy of Gulistan was written from the point of view of a sufi. Bahadur Shah was Ie interested in Sufism from the days of his youth and his inclination towards it continued to i] grow with age. It was published in the Matba‘ Sultani, Delhi, in 1259 A. H. — ? ‘Alawi, pp. 201-02. 
~ See Zahir Dihlawi, Pp. 41 et. seq. 
ig Mazahiri, Ibrahim Ahmad, Rangun men Bahadur Shah Zafar ke akhri ayyaam in the daily Dawr i Jadid, Rangoon, 23 December, 1956. 

The chronogram of his accession to the throne was Chiragh i Dihli; Bujha hay Chiragh i Dihli yields the year of his death. See Alawi, p. 163. 
It is interesting that almost in a prohetic strain Bahadur Shah had composed a line about the disappearance of the traces of the grave. 

ey tH FL FLY 
bo We we Wut Fes ie »” Translation. — After death, O Zafar? where is one to offer prayers on the grave? the marks of the broken grave have been effaced by the kicks (of some one). 
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matter by writing an article in his magazine in the form of an appeal from | 

Bahadur Shah himself. He also met the Lieutenant-Governor of Burma and 

requested him to allow him to repair his grave. The Government did not agree to | 

it and rejected the proposal; but Rafiqi did not give up his efforts, and the Nawab i 

of Dacca also became interested in the matter. Ultimately the grave was released 

to the Muslims and they were allowed to raise a structure over it. In 1932 the | 

Nizam of Hyderabad was approached by a deputation for a donation; he refused. | 

However, two years later a trust was set up and a tomb was constructed;*** which \ 

has since then been visited by many a lover of freedom. 
i 

438 1857 IN THE MUSLIM HISTORIOGRAPHY | 

THE SACK OF DELHI 

Delhi, the main centre of cultural life 

Delhi’s fall was much more than the end of a ruling dynasty or the loss 

of a capital town; with it closed one of the most important chapters in the history 

of our civilization. The Muslims had foynd the subcontinent broken politically” 

into a number of States of different sizes and socially into countless groups and | 

sub-groups created by the caste system of the Hindus. They had brought with 

themselves entirely different concepts of life: in the field of administration they. 

had created a universal caliphal State; in social life classlessness was the aim | 

which their Prophet had directed them to achieve.’ The impact of Islam on the 

people of Hind-Pakistan, therefore, brought about a drastic change in their 

political system; in social life and religious thought also its influence was 

considerable. The first wave of Muslim conquests led by Muhammad b. Qasim 

(711 A. C.) was brought to a halt as a result of internal dissensions, and for a time 

the political supremacy of Islam remained confined only to a portion of the 

subcontinent. The conquests of Sultan Mahmud of Gaznah in the early decades 

of the eleventh and those of Sultan Mu‘izz al-Din in the last quarter of the twelfth 

century brought a vast area in the north under Muslim rule. | 

The independent Sultanate of Delhi founded early in the thirteenth 

century became powerful empire in the course of a hundred years. Its capital, 

Dehli, was in the time of Sultan ‘Ala-al-Din (d. 1316 A. C.) “the envy of 
99.440 it 

Baghdad and Egypt, equal in rank to Constantinople and Bayt al-Muqaddas”, 

438 For details See Rangun min Bahadur Shah Zafar ki gabr in Dawr i Jadid, 23 December, 1956. 

The writer’s main source of information were the articles published in al-Rafiq and the 

Safarnamah i Barma of Sayyid Abu Zafar Nadawi. 

439 See for instance the last sermon of the Prophet, known as Khutbah Hajjat-al-Wida’ in which 

he refers to the social theory of Islam in these words: | 

Ve lM perl ghe pe VD 92 paige pr VY 3 th a gene Vy ean Lot 8 J 
Translation:- (An ‘Arab has no superiority over an ‘Ajami, nor an ‘Ajami over an “Arab; th 

red-coloured races have no superiority over the black ones, nor the black over the red, exce 

for their piety.) 

440 Barani, Tarikh i Firuz-Shahi (Bibliotheca Indica, 1862) p. 341. 
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had a special sanctity for the people because it was the chief centre of cultural 

life, a seat of learning, and the abode of distinguished s/avkss, scholars and other 
leaders of the Muslims. Its development and progress as a cultural centre, was 

uninterrupted even during the periods when it was not the capital of the Sultanate 

or its successor, the Mughul Empire.""! 

Along with the political expansion of the Sultanate the cultural forces of 
Islam were also finding their way into the remotest parts of the subcontinent 

mostly through the efforts of the selfless sufi shavkhys. Under Muhammad b 

Tughluq’s scheme of the so-called transference of the capital to Daulatabad the 
atmosphere became more favourable for the expansion of Islamic culture. [he 
Mughul Emperors were great patrons of art and literature and had created wood 
traditions by encouraging the growth and promotion of learning: these were kept 
alive even in the days of the decline of the Empire. It was during this period that 
the cultural life of Delhi was enriched by the achievements of eminent thinkers, 
writers and religious leaders, like Shah Wali Allah (d. 1762), Mirza Mazhar Jan 
Janan (d. 1781) and Shah Fakhr al-Din, and the well-known poets Khwajah Dard 
(d. 1784) Sawda (d. 1781) and Mir (d. 1810). In the nineteenth century the names 

of Shah ‘Abd al-*Aziz (d. 1823) his grandson, Shah Muhammad Ishaq (d. 1845) 
Shah Ghulam ‘Ali (d. 1824) and Shah ‘Abd al-Ghani (d. 1878) may be 
mentioned as the great scholars and shayvkhs of the period: Ghalib (d. 1869) 
Dhawgq (d. 1854), Mumin (d. 1851) and Shiftah are counted among the most 
famous poets of Urdu. There were numerous other scholars, shavkhs, poets and 
artists who contributed to the growth and development of the cultural life of 
Delhi. 

It was this great centre of Islamic civilization in Hind-Pakistan which 
was destroyed by the revengeful soldiers of the British Army, when they entered 
the city. There is abundant recorded evidence left by eye-witnesses and 
contemporary writers to give us an idea of the devastation wrought by the British 
soldiers. 

Evacuation en masse 

The assault of 14 September created a stir in the life of the people of 
Delhi, and when British forces made some headway into the city on the 17th the 
defenders decided to fight for every inch of ground. But with the departure of the 
Emperor, the people became demoralized and began to leave the city; some 
families were able to escape to the eastern districts across the boat-bridge on the 
Jamuna, but the overwhelming majority of the citizens poured forth from the 
Delhi Gate and moved southwards in the direction of Khwajah Qutb al-Din’s 
Dargah taking shelter in the fields, the ruins of old monuments, the tombs, and 
other places. In their distress the evacuees had left all their wealth and belongings 

441 Sikandar Ludhi had shifted the capital to Agra. In the time of Shahjahan Delhi was again made 
the seat of Government. 
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except small sums of money or ornaments that they could carry along with them. 

Much of what they were able to take with them was robbed by the Gujars. A 

large number of Hindus and some Muslims who had remained loyal to the British 

naturally decided not to leave their houses. The poorer sections of the people 

wanted to remain in the city, but they were forced out. The soldiers had orders to 

drag the people out of their houses and present them before Colonel Burn who 

was appointed military governor and held his office in the house of a merchant, 

Qutb al-Din. The male members of the families were forced to carry on their 

heads bundles containing articles which were considered essential; they were 

followed by their women and children weeping and crying bitterly. The Colonel 

ordered his men to pick up from their burdens anything that was worth 

plundering, and then take them to Lahare Gate and push them out of the city.” 

Indiscriminate plundering and killing 

When entering the city the British soldiers shot the people 

indiscriminately.“ The quarter of the town known as Kuchah i Chilan was the 

special object of victimisation because the houses of many old and leading 

Muslim families were situated in or near?it. The well-known historian, Zaka 

Allah, also lived there. He was friendly to the British, but even he had to leave 

the city. He says that a European soldier had entered the house of a Muslim 

Nawab with the intention of committing rape, but the owner of the house resisted 

and wounded him. In retaliation an order was issued by the Commanding Officer 

that all the male persons of the mahallah should be massacred or captured alive. 

The order was brutally carried out: many were buchered within the four-walls of 

their houses: those who were captured alive were tied with ropes and shot on the 

bank of the Jamuna. Luckily two of them Wazir al-Din, a nephew of Mawlana 

Sahbai and Mustafa Beg, survived. According to Zahir Dihlawi the number of 

the residents of this mahallah shot by the soldiers on the bank of the river was 

fourteen hundred; twenty-one members of Sahbai’s family were among these 

unfortunate victims." 

However, a large part of the population having left the city, “it fared ill 

indeed with those few natives who, trusting to their friendly feelings towards us 

or wearied out with the sufferings which they had undergone at the hands of their 

own countrymen, thought more of saving their houses or the remnant of their 

property more than lives. Few of these escaped.’"*° Indeed, loot had begun 

simultaneously with the entry of British forces. Muir writes to Edmunstone that 

442 Jan-Kani p. 61; Zaka Allah, p. 702. 

John Lawrence had to write to General Penny: “No man is more ready to hang or shoot 

mutineers and murderers than I am, but unless we endeavour to distinguish friend from foe, 

we shall unite all classes against us.” Smith, II, 158. Also see complaint of Umed Singh, tutor 

of Maharaja Holkar. Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. Il. 284-86; Zaka Allah, p. 705. 

Jan-Kani, 64; Zahir, p. 171. 

Bosworth Smith. IT, 146. 

443 
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there were only ten men in the Red Fort when it was stormed on 20 September; 
“they were all killed, and the first comers served themselves to some nice loot 
o'On the following day, Griffiths reports, “not a single house or building 
remained intact...” and the streets of the city were “deserted and silent, they 
resembled a city of the dead ... It was difficult to realize that we were passing 
through what had been only a few days before, the abode of thousands of 
people.” 

Keith Young briefly refers to the decorations and equipment of a house 
which was of course plundered.” Three days of unrestricted loot were allowed 
to the Army,"” which meant that Bahadur Shah was treated as a belligerent, 
although he was later tried for treason. Nothing could be more illogical than 
treating Delhi as a captured city from a belligerent power and at the same time 
trying the Emperor as a traitor. 

The soldiers took the fullest advantage of the permission to loot. “Like 
hounds drawing a cover, they took street by street. and, entering one deserted 
house after another, tapped each wall or panel with the delicate touch of an artist, 
poured water over the floors, observing Where it sank through fastest, and then, 
as though they had been gifted with the eye of an eagle, the ear of the Red Indian. 
or the nose of the bloodhound, cut their Way straight through to the cranny or the 
cupboard, or the under ground jars which contained the sav ings of a lifetime or of 
generations. Happily it was a city of the dead which they were plundering.” 
These remarks of Bosworth Smith refer to “the Sikhs and other Punjabi races:” 
by implication he suggests that the Hind-Pakistani soldiers of the British Army were the greatest looters. The truth, however, is that all sections of the Army indulged in looting and killing. Griffiths writes: “To my certain knowledge, also many soldiers of the English regiments got possession of jewellry and gold ornaments taken from the bodies of the slain sepoys and city inhabitants, and | was shown by men of my regiment strings of pearls and gold mohurs which had ‘fallen into their hands.*° 

An idea of the destruction wrought by the British forces in three days of unrestricted loot can be formed by the condition of the city as Lord Roberts saw ne 
i‘ Intelligence Records, |, 125. 

Griffiths, C. J. Narrative of the Siege of Dethi (London. 1910), p. 199. 
On 19 September he writes to his wife. “... there are lots of spare houses. The one where the Rifles are is one of the best houses I have seen in India, and the very largest; the whole of the regiment is there, officers and men, and there are dozens of rooms still unoccupied. The house is beautifully furnished-chandeliers, large mirrors, couches etc. Most of the mirrors were smashed by our troops, ... when we first came in, it Was great pity, but there is no preventing the men committing all kinds of devastation. | was amused when I went over the house (it i belongs to a native noble Ahmed Alle Khan) to see most of the men of the Rifles lying on nice Mirzapore carpets. The Prize Agents will however, take Possession of all these in time...” Young, pp. 297-98. 
Bosworth Smith defend this loot in these words...” if three days for looting had not been allowed them by the authorities, they would, probably, have taken it to themselves.” See vol. Il, 146-147. This is an argument which can satisfy but very few peoples. Griffiths, p. 232. 
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it on the morning of 24 September. “Our way from the Lahore Gate by the 

Chandni Chawk,” he writes, “led through a veritable city of the dead; not a sound 

was to be heard but the falling of our own footsteps; not a living creature was to 

be seen. Dead bodies were strewn about in all directions, in every attitude that the 

death struggle had caused them to assume, and in every stage of decomposition. 

We marched in silence, or involuntarily spoke in whispers, as though fearing to 

disturb those ghastly remains of humanity. The sights we encountered were 

horrible and sickening to the last degree. Here a dog gnawed at an uncovered 

limb: there a vulture, disturbed by our approach from its loathsome meal, but too 

completely gorged to fly, fluttered away to a safer distance. In many instances 

the position of the bodies were appallingly life-like. Some lay with their arms 

uplifted as if beckoning, and, indeed, the whole scene was weird and terrible 

beyond description. Our horses seemed to feel the horror of it as much as we did, 

for they shook and snorted in evident terror.”**! 

Prize Agents 

After three days, plundering assumed a different shape; the Prize Agents 

appointed by the Government started their work and carried it out with 

vengeance. A plan to plunder the city through these Agents had been formed 

even before the assault;’” in any case they had been appointed earlier than 19 

September.’ They followed no laws and had no checks on their activities, 

Colonel Pelham Burn, Military Governor of Delhi, was ultimately forced to write 

to John Lawrence about their misconduct.’ In spite of the appointment of the 

Prize Agents, private plundering continued. Neither the Prize Agents nor private 

plundering parties showed any regard to the conduct of their victims during the 

siege. The Military Governor appealed to Major-General Penny to lay down 

defined rules regarding the collection of loot; he suggested that the matter should 

be referred to John Lawrence.** The latter wrote to the Governor-General-in- 

Council, but pending a final decision he authorized Penny to restrain the Prize 

Agents and keep them “within such bounds as may appear to you just and 

reasonable:” he also added that “the property of bankers and others who took no 

active part in the rebellion” was not to be touched.*® The Company's 

Government issued orders in the last week of November; in compliance with this 

notification the Prize Agents were withdrawn by an order of General Penny, 

“1 Roberts, I, 258-59. 
Young, p. 263. 

“3 Ibid, p. 298. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bum to Major-General N. Penny. Commander, Delhi Field Force, 

18 October 1857. See Mutiny Records, VII, part II, p. 272. 

455 [bid p. 274. 
4° Ibid, p. 276. 
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dated 15 December, which said that “search for, and appropriation, of private 
property in the city of Delhi shall cease from this date.” 

The value of the property seized by the plundering soldiery and the Prize 
Agents must have been enormous; most of the loot, however, seems to have gone 
into the coffers of individuals. Officially, “not more than fifteen lakhs of rupees 
have been, or will be realized by the Prize Agents.” although “we found that 
almost every thing of any value, with the exception of the ex-King’s jewels and 
those of Begum Zeenut Mahul, had been disposed of by public auction.” 

| Obviously the soldiers and Prize Agents robbed the Government of its share ot 
loot on a large scale. The Crown jewels seized by the Army were also to be 
treated as prize money.” 

Destruction of buildings, bazaar and cultural institutions ete. 

It is not easy to assess the extent of devastation caused by this 
unrestricted plunder by the British soldiers and the Prize Agents: Delhi was 
reduced to a third rate town with nothing of distinction left in it, except old 
monuments which it would have benefited no one to demolish. However, there is 
sufficient contemporary evidence to form an idea of the destruction of houses, 
uprooting of families and conversion of prosperous quarters of the city into 
wildernesses, The pages, of Mawlawi Zaka-Allah’s Tarikh i ‘Uruj i Inglishivah, 
Ghulam Husayn’s Nusratnamah and Ghalib’s letters besides some. other 
contemporary works contain horrifying details and make dismal reading." A 
few references to the fate of some of the well-known buildings and sites may be 
made. The more enthusiastic among the British officers wanted the city to be 
completely destroyed and all its buildings razed to the ground; some were 
anxious to see the Jami‘ Masjid converted into a church. It was, however. given 

Field Force order dated 15 December 1857 Ibid, p. 281 
Military Governor of Delhi to the Chief Commisshioner. /hid, 289-90. It may be of some 
interest to add that in his complaint Umed Singh who was, to quote his own words, one of the 
old servants and partisans of the English gives some details about his own house. He says 

| “The gates of the city were shut. ingress and egress was by a ticket. and the digging of the best 
i houses for hidden and buried property commenced. Three officers with a few builders are said 

to have come to my once grand house, and having demolished it, are said to have carried | 
don’t know what ! Our property in cash, gold and jewels, silver vessels, shawls and furniture. 
alone was never less—it might be more—than two lacs. I have got a list of it all.” Mutiny 
Records, VII, part II, p. 285 
Muir wrote to Sherer on 31 October; “The plunder daily being found in the city is more than 
enormous; it is almost incredible”. /nte/ligence Records, |, p. 239. 

°° The decision of the Governor-General was communicated to the Chief Commissioner of the 
Panjab in a letter dated Allahabad, 20 March 1858. Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. Il, p. 298. Even 
Hindu temples did not escape plunder and desecration. For a graphic account of the 

i desecration of a “a hideous idol and the plundering of a temple by British officers, see ii Griffiths, pp. 245-46. 
It may be noted that these writers were pro-British and are extremely cautious in their 
statements. 
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over to the Army and “the Punjab Rifles were quartered” in it.°' The Red Fort 

was the chief centre of opposition; it is not surprising therefore that some officers 

insisted on the total destruction.“”? Lawrence was against all such proposals, and 

refused to accept them. Despite his orders however some houses were burnt to 

ashes.**’ Among the buildings and bazaars demolished by the orders of the 

British authorities Chawk Sa‘d-Allah Khan (an extremely beautifull quarter 

adjacent to the Delhi Gate of the Fort), Urdu bazaar, Khanam ka bazaar, Khan 

Dawran ki Haweli and Anguri Bagh may be mentioned; most of the houses and 

shops from the Jami' Masjid to the Rajghat Gate and from Calcutta Gate to 

Lahore Gate were either completely or partially destroyed. Within the Fort also a 

number of buildings and apartments were demolished. Ghalib says that the 

builder of the city would not have taken so much care to raise the structures as 

the Rulers of the day took in razing them to the ground. Most of the buildings 

inside the Fort and some in the city were so strong that axes and spades were 

broken; inside the Palace, mines of powder had to be laid and exploded." 

Executions 

Of the persons who were killed by the soldiers of the British Army or 

executed under orders of the authorities no estimate can possibly be made. Kamal © 

al-Din Haydar whose sympathies are with the British puts the figure of 

executions of the Muslims at twenty-seven thousand. He adds: “general massacre 

lasted for seven days, it is not known how many people were butchered ... even 

children were massacred and it is not possible to describe how the women were 

treated." In any case, the judicial machinery set up by the Government acted in 

a most irresponsible manner.’ A Military Commission was appointed to try 

persons accused of rebellion; their sentences were executed by a Provost- 

Marshal. “Offenders,” wrote a dispassionate author, “who were seized were 

handed over to a Military Commission to be tried. The work went on with 

“°l Griffiths, p. 207 
“2 Bosworth Smith, II, 149. 

46) Mawlana Zaka-Allah refers to such incidents in an interesting manner. He says that “if a house — 

caught fire for some reason no eflort was made to extinguish it.” p. 710. 

“04 Ghalib to Shafag. See Ikram, S. M.. Hayat i Ghalib (Lahore), p. 156. 
4S Husayni, II, 454. In any case “for a long period after the capture of Delhi,” says Griffiths, 5 

“executions by hanging were of common occurrence in the city, and the hands of the old : 

provost-sergeant were full. Disguised sepoys and inhabitants taken with arms in their — 

possession had short shrift, and were at once consigned to the gallows, a batch of ten one day PF 

suffering death opposite the Kotwali.” See Griffiths, op. cit. 213-14. 4 

Bosworth Smith refers to this in these words: ‘What wonder, that many individuals, seeing the a 

reckless manner in which powers of life and death had been granted to men, some at least of f 

whom were likely to use them in anything but a judicial spirit, claimed and put into exercise ; 

the same terrible right for themselves; that there was a very carnival of revenge, and that deeds — 

were done, of which those who were compelled to witness them speak, even now, with bated 

breath?” See vol. II, 154. 

Marfat.com 



The Great Revolution of 1857 445 

celerity, Death was almost the only punishment and condemnation almost the 
| only issue ofa trial." 
| The executions were carried out in the main street of the city, the 
| Chandni Chawk, in front of the Kotwali. A four square gallows was erected here 
| it soon became “a fashionable lounge” for the English officers who wanted to 
enjoy the sight. They sat on chairs arranged in front of a shop to witness the 
horrid scenes of “the death agonies of the men who dangled in groups from all 
four cross-beams at once, and whose bodies were soon deftly dropped, one on the 

‘top of another, into a cart beneath, to make room for fresh victims! [he 
Commission did not bother about the evidence against the accused: if he looked 
like a soldier, that was enough.”*” In another case an innocent person Was hanged 
because he bore the name of a ‘rebel.”'” 

Delhi Agency Estates 

Under the Delhi Agency there were seven estates Jhajjar. 
Farrukhnagar, Ballabhgarh, Loharu, Dujana and Pataudi. The Chiefs of the last 
Wo estates remained loyal to the British.””' Raja Nahar Singh of Ballabhgarh 
upported the Revolutionary Government and faithfully obeyed the instructions 
ssued to him in connection with the maintenance of peace and order. recruitment 
of forces and collection of funds for the War. Mu‘in al-Din says that he was 
‘irtually the governor of the city during the period of the siege. He was executed 
on 7 January, 1858." Ahmad ‘Ali Khan Biluch, the Chief of Farrukhnagar, was 
supporter of the Revolution: he had to pay for it with his life and was hanged in 
elhi.””* Nawab ‘Abd al-Rahman Khan of Jhajjar also supported the Revolution, 
ut on occasions his attitude became wav ering. His father-in-law, *Abd al-Samad 
shan was, however, an active leader of the Revolutionaries. He had managed to 
scape along with Bakht Khan, but his son-in-law was sentenced to death and 
anged on 23 December, 1857, in spite of his cautious attitude towards the 
‘evolution.’™ It is stated that the mother of the Nawab reached the place where 
L 

7 Ibid. 153 n 
Bosworth Smith II. 145 
Ibid. 

Jafri. Rais Ahmad, Bahadur Shah aur unka ‘ahd (Lahore. 1955) p. 1092 
©) Husayni, II, 456 57. also see Jan-Kani., p. 72 

“| Trial, pp. 4961: Husayni, II. 456-57. Lawrence wrote to Saunders that he had heard “a rumour 
»| that the Bullubhgarh Raja is half-witted. If this be the case the Commission should be duly 
+} informed; we should not hang beings who are not able to take care of themselves”. The Commission, however, thought that he was perfectly sane and sentenced him to death. See ~) Bosworth Smith. II. 156; T.N.N., p. 73. 

Saza, p. 64; Jan-Kani. p. 72; Husayni. 11, 456-57. 
Metcalfe claimed to be a personal friend of Nawab “Abd al-Rahman Khan. When Delhi was seized by the Revolutionaries, Metcalfe managed to escape from there and made his way to Jhajjar, but “the town was in a condition of great excitement.” The Nawab therefore advised Metcalfe not to stay there and sent him a sum of one hundred rupees. Metcalfe succeeded in reaching Skinner's house. It is Strange that Metcalfe did nothing to save his erstwhile friend 
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his son was hanged, and embracing his dead body she began to weep bitterly, 

This pitiable scene moved the onlookers, many of whom had tears in their eyes, 

Bahadur Jang Khan of Bahadurgarh had remained inactive; even as such he was 

not spared; his entire estate was confiscated.’”> The Chiefs of Loharu, Amin al- 

Din Khan and Dia al-Din Khan were not active Revolutionaries, although they 

were in sympathy with the Movement and were among the courtiers and advisers 

of Bahadur Shah. On the fall of Delhi they managed to escape with their families 

and, according to Ghalib, they had three elephants, forty horses and other para- 

pharnalia with them. When they were staying at Mihrauli, twelve miles from 

Delhi, plundering parties of the soldiers robbed them of every thing except the 

clothes on their bodies.’ Reduced to a state of destitution they resumed their 

journey to Loharu; on the way they -were invited by the Nawab of Dujana to 

accept his hospitality. When Saunders, the Commissioner of Delhi, came to know 

of it, he asked the Nawab to surrender them. They were surrendered,*”” and were 

imprisoned in the Fort. Later they had to face a trial, but were ultimately 

released; they had to pay, however, a sum of six lakhs of rupees as ransom.’”8 

Notables 

Besides the Mughul Princes and Chiefs of the Estates in the Delhi | 

Agency a large number of leading persons were hanged or shot by the authorities. 

In the ghastly tragedy of the Kuchah i Chilan, already mentioned, the great 

scholar-poet Sahbai was killed; he was innocent and had not played an active 

role in the Revolution.’ Muzaffar al-Dawlah was a well-to-do person who had 

no interest in politics; he was sentenced to death because the envoy of Lucknow 

to the Court of Bahadur Shah was his friend and had stayed with him’? Amit 

Mirza, the father-in-law of the author of Dastan i Ghadr, had given protection to 

some Christian women. After the fall of the city a number of Muslim famili 

took shelter in his house in the hope that some consideration would be shown 

him for having protected the Christians, but the plundering parties of Briti 

soldiers came to his house, one after the other, and looted his property until 

from the gallows. 7. N. N., p. 243: Mutiny Records, VIII, part Il. 376. Intilligence Records 

319 

“5 Husayni, I, 457. 
: 

47° Dastanbu, p. 399. 
; 

477 Lawrence to the Governor-General dated 20 October, 1857 in Mutiny Records VII, Pt. Il, — 

also see Jan-Kani, p. 72. 4 

“8 Husayni, II, p. 457. 

479 The well-known poet Azurdah refers to Sahbai’s murder in the following couplet: 

n Sur 2 2b JB wat Sut 

nbeszeevud 
Translation:- How is it possible for Azurdah not to go into exile and become insane, 

innocent man like Sahbai is murdered so (mercilessly). 

Husayni, II. 

I 7 

when # 

480 
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othing of valuables was left there. One morning two British soldiers came to 

im and asked him to surrender his wealth. Amir Mirza said he had none lett 
es him; instantly he was shot dead.**'! Nawab Akbar was hanged merely on 
ispiction;’*> Nawab Mir Khan, jagirdar of Palwal, was executed because he 
ed to pay visits to one of the Princes."*’ Nizam al-Din Khan. son of Hakim 
haraf al-Din Khan, and Khalifah Isma‘il, son of the famous poet. Zuiwy, were 
frested and hanged, although they were absolutely innocent”! Maw lawi 
Tuhammad Bagir, the father of the famous Urdu writer, dzad, was not an active 
levolutionary; on the contrary he had tried to save the life of Taylor, Principal ot 
e Delhi College by keeping him in his house. When the Revolutionaries came 
know of it, they attacked the house of the Mawlawi. Taylor had left his place: 

it he was later captured and put to death. Mawlawi Muhammad Bagir was 
ecuted, because he could not save Taylor’s life.’ Neither age nor proficiency 
fine arts and learning could save innocent people from the gallows. Sayyid 
hmad Mian Mir Panjah-Kash was the best calligraphist of his time and had 
‘ained wide reputation for his excellent hand: paradoxically enough he was also 
expert in the art of panjah-kashi for which extra strong fingers are needed: he 

ts an old man of ninety-five. None of these considerations could save him 
>ause he was associated with the Darbar of Bahadur Shah.**° Besides these. 
: cases of a number of scholars and leading persons have been mentioned by 
ntemporary writers.**” 

braries, khangahs and madrasahs destroyed 

The story of the sack of Delhi would remain incomplete if a reference. 
wever brief, is not made to the destruction of libraries, khangahs, colleges and 
ter cultural institutions of the city. Foremost among the collections of rare and 
eful books was the Imperial Library. Most of the Mughul Emperors were 

werested in learning, and some of them patronized art. A kbar had left a large 
«(lection having 24,000 volumes,"** to which additions must have been made by 
illustrious successors. 

Mufti Sadr al-Din Azurdah was one of the top-ranking scholars of the 
teenth century; he was a pupil of Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, and was widely 
ected for his learning and piety. For about twenty-five years he had served 

Zahir Dihlawi, pp. 168-69. 
Saza, p. 52. 
Ibid. p. 51. 
Ibid., p. 58. 
It has been stated that Taylor had given to the Mawlawi a packet containing some papers with 
a request that they should be handed over to some European officer. The Mawlawi agreed and 
did it; Taylor had written on one of the papers that if the Mawlawi had so desired he could 
have saved his life. 
Saza, p. 55. 
See, for instance, Ghadr ki Subh wa Sham, pp. 86-89. 
See Smith, V.A., Akbar, the Great Mogul (Reprint, Delhi, 1958), pp. 307-08. 
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the East India Company as the Sadr al-Sudur of Delhi. During the Revolution he 

was associated with the Emperor’s Court and was one of the signatories of the 

famous fatwa of jihad. He was arrested by the British Government and kept in 

custody. Subsequently he was released," but his extensive property and 

collection of books were confiscated.*”” He was reduced to such a state of poverty 

that from his death-bed he had to make a appeal to the Ruler of Rampur for a 

stipend for his wife.””' 
Nawab Diya al-Din Ahmad Khan was the son of Ahmad Bakhsh, Chief 

of Loharu. He wrote poetry in Persian and Urdu with Rakhshan and Nayyar 

respectively as his pseudonyms. He was greatly interested in collecting books. 

Ghalib refers to him as a brother. mentions his collection frequently and laments 

its loss in these words: “the library-which, | fear to say, was worth twenty 

thousand rupees, has been plundered”. Diya al-Din had a good collection of 

historical works, and the British historian Elliot had received considerable help 

from him in compiling his well-known History of Hind-Pakistan. Along with 

Diya al-Din’s library Ghalib mentions the collection of Nazir Husayn Mirza: the 

houses of both were swept clean of their belongings.” Shah Wali-Allah had left 

a good library; in the time of his son, Shah “Abd al-‘ Aziz, considerable additions 

were made, and it had become the largést collection of books on religious 

learning in Delhi. Similarly the libraries of the descendants of Shaykh ‘Abd al- 

Haqq and Khwajah Mir Dard were among the good private collections of 

Delhi.” 
Some of the well-known khangahs and colleges were also destroyed. 

Between the Red Fort and the Jami’ Masjid stood the khangah of Shah Kalim 

Allah Jahanabadi (d. 1729); it had become a regular colony where most of his 

descendants lived. “God only knows,” writes Ghalib, ‘where have the residents 

of this locality gone, if they ever survived the bullet; they had some relics of the 

great shaykh.” An eminent scholar as the Shaykh was, his relics must have 

included rare manuscripts. The khangah was razed to the ground, his grave, 

which stands even today, alone escaping destruction.“* Another leading kKhangah 

destroyed in the holocaust was that of Mirza Mazhar Jan Janan. 

“8 With his signature of the fanwa he had written the words pal4 (without dots or diacritical 

marks). This can have two different readings according to the position of dots: ol (bil 

Khayr) which rreans “with a good end”, and »=!b (under complusion). The Mufti stated that 

he had written »=JG (bil jabr) and had the same in his mind while other people thought it was 

bil khayr. He was acquitted by the Court. If this story is correct and if he had written bil jabr 

avoiding the dots deliberately the Mufti can not be given much credit for his courage of 

conviction. See Sherwani, M. ‘Abd al-Shahid Khan, Baghi Hindustan. (Bijnor. 1947), p. 171. 

Jilami, Faqir Muhammad, Hadaig al-Hanafiyah p. 482. 

Kilasiki Adab, quoted in Ja*fri, Bahadur Shah Zafar, p. 349. 

Ikram, p. 160. 
Ikram, p. 160. 

Nizami, Khaliq Ahmad, Tarikh i Masha‘ikh i Chisht, p. 422; also see letter of Ghalib to 

Hakim Sayyid Ahmad Hasan Mawdudi in Mihr Ghulam Rasul, Khutut i Ghalib, (Lahore), ll, 

138. 
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Of the numerous mosques that were either demolished or suffered at the 

hands of the retaliators only a few may be mentioned; besides their sanctity as 
} houses of worship some of them were excellent monuments showing the 
) development of Muslim architecture. The Akburahud: Masjid which is now 

\ covered by the lawns of the Edward Park was, in the words of Syed Ahmad 

' Khan, “a mosque, attractive, heart-ravishing, delightful and life-giving.” it was a 

| prominent building of Shah Jahan’s Delhi. It was built by a wife of the Emperor, 

who was known as Akbarabadi Mahal. \t was built of red stone and had a marble 
| pish-taq. Around the mosque were rows of cubicles (Aras) tor the students 

who lived there. Shah Wali-Allah’s two sons, Shah ‘Abd al-Qadir (d. 1814) and 

Shah Rafi* al-Din (d. 1817) used to lecture to their pupils in this mosque. A 
market known as the Urdu Bazar lay between the Akburabadi Masjid and the 
Lahore Gate of the Fort. It was demolished under orders of the British 
authorities.’”® 

The Zinat al-Masajid, second only to the Jami’ Masjid in grandeur and 
size, was built by ‘Alamgir’s younger daughter, Zinat al-Nisa.’" It was seized by 
the British Government and placed at the disposal of the Army. Some parts of the 
beautiful edifice were demolished including the tomb of Princess Zinat al-Nisa. 
which was attached to its court-yard; it was further defaced by the construction of 
ugly walls which were removed during the viceroyalty of Lord Curzon.’ 

The Jami‘ Masjid 

The Jami‘ Masjid of Shah Jahan, one of the prettiest mosques of the 
world and a fine specimen of Muslim architecture in this land. was. since its 
construction, looked upon as a place of special interest and sanctity. During the 
Revolutionary regime, as has been stated previously, it had played a vital role: it 
was in this mosque that the fatwa of jihad was proclaimed. The British soldiers 
and officers were full of fury against it because it had defied their attacks: they 
wanted it to be demolished or as an alternative converted into a church. “Others.” 
says Bosworth, “in the still worse spirit of religious savagery, urged that the 
Jumma musjid, one of the noblest Muslim buildings in the world, should be 

i Hestroyed, or, at least, that the cross should be planted on its summit and that it 
hould be turned bodily into a Christian church.”*’* This was considered 
mpolitic, but the revenge of the victor took another form: the mosque was placed 
t the disposal of the Sikh soldiers to be used as barracks. Zaka-Allah writes: 
The Jami ‘Masjid was desecrated in this way that it was used as barracks for the 

Khan Syed Ahmed, Athar al-Sanadid (ed. S. Moin ul Haq, Karachi, 1966), p. 178, Bashir al- 
Din, op. cit, II, 140-42. 
For a detailed description of the mosque before the Revolution see Athar, p. 180 and Bashir al- 
Din, II, 127-32. 
Bashir al-Din, II, p. 131. 
For the desecration and demolition of other mosques see Ja‘fri, pp. 1013-20. 
Bosworth Smith, op. cit., I, 149. 
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Sikh soldiers; no effort was made to avoid using (parts of) it as lavatories and 

urinals; pigs were slaughtered and their flesh was cooked within its precincts.”"” 

Subsequently the Sikh soldiers were ordered to vacate the mosque, but it was 

locked up, and the Muslims were not allowed to use it as a house of worship. It is 

not easy to realize the intensity of their grief at being deprived of the right of 

praying in the great mosque.” After four years the Government released the | 

mosque but laid down a number of conditions with regard to the offering of 

prayers by the Muslims. They were to leave the mosque immediately after 

prayers; non-Muslims could enter it, and sentries were to be posted at-its gates. 

The Managing Committee had to give an undertaking that in case any thing was 

done in the mosque against the wishes of the Government it would have the right 

of locking it up.” : ; 

The details of the acts of vandalism, ruthless killings and “indiscriminate 

judicial murders,”°? committed by the British soldiery in Delhi could not have — 

been known in other areas in their full enormity. Within a week of the entry of 

British forces the city had become “a fearful picture of desolation; the retribution 

has indeed been awful’°°? However, on the basis of the limited information 

_which reached Lahore the chief Commisioner thought it necessary to give a 

warning to the authorities concerned. On 33 October he wrote to Saunders: “It is. 

too bad, the way that the troops are allowed to plunder.”*™* It appears that 

plundering continued even after the final withdrawal of the Prize Agents in 

December, 1857. Late in February in the following year Lawrence visited Delhi 

and found that “the work of plunder and bloodshed was still going on. The 

people . . . were still being arrested in large numbers, and many of them hanged 

or put in irons.”*’> When he thought he had put a final stop to these things he left 

Delhi: but he had to return because he learnt that a prisoner had been executed in 

defiance of his orders. He condemned the action in “a severe despatch.” The 

Magistrate of the city requested him to modify some strong of his expressions. 

“No,” replied Lawrence, “there is not a word of it I will alter. It is not half strong 

enough.”*”* Besides Lawrence some other British officers also thought that their 

countrymen had been doing shameless things. “I have heard”, wrote Lord 

Elphinstone to Lawrence on 25 November, “some very painful accounts of the 

os Zaka-Allah, p. 716. Also see previous references. 

The poet Qurban “Ali Beg Salik refers to the feelings of the Muslims in the following line: 

~ b& fee Wage H 

ei AGI AS 
(Neither the prayers are offered, nor is the adhan called there; when one sees it empty one’ 

heart is touched with pity), See Ja‘fri, p. 1131. 

Ja‘fri. p. 1011. 

For Canning’s comments on the “acts of tyrarny, cruelty, and injustice of the most brutal an 

horrible nature,” see Bosworth Smith, II, 164. 

Muir to Edmonstone, referring to Saunders’ account. Intelligence Records, I, 124. 

Bosworth Smith, II. 155. 

Bosworth Smith, II, pp. 159-60. 

5° Ibid, p. 160. 
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doings of our troops at Delhi since the place has been taken. Friend and foe are 
treated alike. The pillage has been more complete than even that of Nadir 
Shah”.’ In comparing British vandalism with Nadir Shah's sack ot Delhi, 
Elphinstone has not taken all factors into consideration: Nadir Shah's massacre 
lasted for seven hours (8. A. M. to 3. P. M.)"" only, while British killings 
continued for months, Nadir Shah collected his booty from the rich citizens. but 

| the British Army made no distinction between the rich and the poor, and most of 
the wealth plundered by them went to the coffers of the individuals.” 

Canning was deeply affected by the horrors of British vandalism in 
Delhi, and in a letter addresed to the Queen he attributed it to the “rabid and 
indiscriminate vindictiveness . . . even amongst men who ought to set a better 
example”. The Queen shared his “feelings of sorrow and indignation,” but most 
of the English people did not; in fact she lamented the “unchristian spirit shown 
. . here by the public towards India in general, and towards Sepoys without 
discrimination”.”'” In England a section of the press condemned the Governor- 
General’s *‘action”; he was called Clemency Canning out of mockery. 

The citizens of Delhi had been driven out and were lying in shelterless 
places in the neighbourhood of the city, chiefly in the Qutb and Nizam al-Din 
areas. Dr. Farquhar reported, in December 1857, that they were still lying there 
exposed to the rigours of the cold weather and winter rains. This is corroborated 
by Ghalib who writes in a letter, dated 5 December, to Har Gopal: “You can not 
find in this city a Muslim, however much you search for one.”*!| Early in the 
following year (January 1858) the Hindus were allowed to return, and it was not 
until July that the courts reopened.*"” 

(in: The Great Revolution of 1857. By Syed Moinul Haq. Karachi 1968, pp. 96- 
247) 

# bd 5 # ® 

| 
i 
| 

} 

Ibid., p. 162. 
Fraser, James The History of Nadir Shah (Second edition, London, 1742), p. 185 
The number of persons massacred by Nadir’s men has been given as 8000 by one historian 
and 30000 by another. Against these figures the 27000 executions (mentioned in Qaysar al 
Tawarikh) besides individual killings in the streets make horrible record. On 25 October the 
wife of the Commissioner of Delhi wrote, “every native that could be found was killed by the 
soldiers, women and children were spared”. Quoted in Spear, Twilight of the Mughuls (Corn- bridge, 1951) p. 218. 
For relevant quotations from the letters see Bosworth Smith, II, 162-63. 
Mihr, p. 134. 
Spear, (p. 220) on the authority of the Delhi Settlement Report of 1862. 
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