
MOHAMMAD SULEMAN BADAYUNI 

A NOTE ON TWO LITTLE KNOWN 
FIGHTERS IN THE WAR OF 
INDEPENDENCE, 1857-58 

Sahaswan, a tahsil and town of some importance in the district of 
Badayun is situated at a short distance from the river Mahawa. 

It is a place of considerable antiquity and tradition relates that it was 
founded' by a Hindu chieftain, named Sahasrabahan or Sahastrabahan, but the 
date is not known, nor can it be easily fixed. A very ancient temple stands near 
the lake, Dhund Jhil. It is said that the rajahs of Qannawj and Dihli used to visit 
the place on hunting expeditions. 

The ruins of a fort of the time® of *Ala-al-Din Khalji indicates even today 
the antiquity of the building and the town. The following inscription on the fort 
shows that it was built by the orders of the great Khalji monarch. 
Tel del db teleeectinsiegie di Kur wouitio td usioK Werle” 
HP hear teot nn dwila Xb Liber crete wes My si Bolly a: 

“Bop bs 
In the days of the Rohilla ascendancy Sahaswan was under the 

jurisdiction of ‘Abdullah Khan, the eldest son of Nawwab ‘Ali Muhammad 
|) Khan. In the time of Wellesley the region known as Rohilkhand became a part of 
|| the East India Company’s dominion. Originally there were only two districts in 
| this area— Moradabad and Bareilly; Sahaswan formed part of the larger district 
|| of Moradabad, but later it was made a tahsil in Bareilly. 

In 1824 it became the headquarters of the present district of Badayun and 
Mr. Setan was appointed district magistrate and collector. In 1838 the headquarters were shifted to Badayun. 

The population of Sahaswan according to the census of 1951 was 21,422, 
the Muslims being in majority. It has always been a centre of learning and some well-known scholars were born and flourished there. Mawlawi ‘Abd-al-Bari, 

The District Gazetteer, Badayun, P. 239. 
Sabhat-al-Marjan fi Zikr-i-‘Ulema-i-Sahaswan by Abdul Bagi, p. 7. 
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644 1857 IN THE MUSLIM HISTORIOGRAPHY 

Shams-ul-‘Ulama Mawlawi Amir Ahmad and Mawlawi Muhammad Bashir may 

be mentioned by way of illustrations. 

The title of Shamsul-‘Ulama was conferred on Mawlawi Amir Ahmad in 

the first batch of the recipients of that title in recognition of their learning. 

Mawlawi Muhammad Bashir was a scholar of such eminence that Ishaq b. ‘Abd-J 

al-Rahman b. Hasan b. Muhammad b. Wahhab Najdi came’ to him to study 

Hadith. . 

Sahaswan had not only the distinction of being a centre of learning but 

was also the birthplace of soldiers and noblemen who sacrified their lives and 

property in the cause of freedom during the War of Independence, 1857-58. 

Mir Muhammad Hasan Khan of Sahaswan was a mir munshi in the 

secretariate of Awadh government. One of his sons Mir Fida Husayn Khan was a 

captain in the army of Awadh, the other son, Muhammad Husayn Khan held the’ 

post of a collector. They were also owners of considerable property and were 

among the leading ta ‘alluqah-dars 

Mir Muhammad Husayn Khan was’ the nazim of Khayrabad when the 

War of Independence broke out in 1857. He decided to join the struggle for 

freedom and marched towards Tandah® at the head of a group of mujahids. 

Tandah soon became a strong-hold of the mujahids. Muhammad Husayn Khan 

collected an army, took® possession of Gorakhpur and established the authority of 

the national government. Through his efforts the movement thus gained much 

strength in that region. 
Muhammad Husayn Khan attacked Khalilabad, fifteen miles from 

Gorakhpur, with a force consisting of 5,000 fighters. 

Mr. Bird, the collector of Gorakhpur offered resistance. In spite of 

artillery and cavalary that he had under his command the mujahids inflicted’ a 

crushing defeat and Bird fled away. The victors seized the treasury and its 

contents were distributed among them by their leader. Though a victor on the 

field of battle Muhammad Husayn faild to consolidate his position. The 

Company’s forces made a determined attempt to recover their lost position. A 

fierce action was fought and Bird had the day this time. The revolutionary force: 

were completely routed and Muhammad Husayn was surrounded by the enemy 

forces. Concealing his identity he managed to reach Gorakhpur. | 

A khila‘t with title of Mugarrab-al-Dawlah was conferred® on Mi 

Muhammad Husayn Khan for his services in the War of liberation by the 

government of Birjis Qadr. 

Muhammad b, Abd-al-Wahhab, p. 59. 

Baghi Hindustan by *Abd-al-Shahid Khan Sherwani, p. 200. 

Qaysar-al-Tawarikh, vol. II p. 3-5. 

Kaye and Malleson, History of the Indian Mutiny, vol. V1, p. 59. 

Kaye and Malleson, History of the Indian Mutiny, vol. V1 p. 59. 

Qaysar-al-Tawarikh, vol. V1, p. 305. euwdsnee 
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A note on two little known fighters in the War of Independence 1NS7-58 O45 

Wingfield, the commissioner of Bahraich assisted by Bird. and Jang 
Bahadur of Nepal now marched on Gorakhpur to face the mci A battle was 
fought’ which resulted in the defeat of the nuzim |" 

When the news of the nazim’s defeat reached Lucknow. Nadir Mirza 
wasiqadar sent Mir Fida Husayn with Rajah Man Singh to help the nazi in 
order to face the British and Nepali forces but the rajah cheated him 

The rajah’s army did not obey the nazim and!! left him alone ln the 
company of Nadir Mirza the nazim presented himself before Hadrat Mab.v| the 
Queen of Awadh at Bari but unfortunately here also they met with a defeat 
Muhammad Husayn now went into hiding in order to save himselt trom falling 
into the hands of the enemy. 

In 1859 the British authority was re-established. and peace and order 
were restored. After the Proclamation of Queen Victoria the two brothers Mir 
Muhammad Husayn Khan and Mir Fida Husayn Khan came out of their hi 
A case was filed against them but both were discharged as a result of the efforts 
of Mir Mawdud Bakhsh who had been loyal to the British and acted as a 
risalahdar. The orders for their discharge were issued from Calcutta. But it was only their lives that were saved. Their property was confiscated and the 
magnificent houses owned by them were blown by cannon and turned into ruins A similar treatment was meted out to their neighbours and relations. 

The two brothers spent the remaining days of their lives in obscurity in their native town of Sahaswan. Mir Muhammad Husayn Khan met his dez 
1888 and his brother Mir Fida Husayn died in 1897. 

Another notable mujahid'* belonging to this family, named Sayyid Niaz Ahmad who was a scholar as well as a soldier attained martyrdom with a fashih (beads) in his hand and the kalimah on his lips.” 

ling 
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in: Journal of the Pakistan Historical Society (Karachi), V/i (January 1957), pp. ]24-127). 

Kaye and Malleson History of the Indian Mutiny vol. V1 p. 59. 
The fall of Gorakhpur was followed as usual by indiscriminate executions: hung the day after we arrived, and six on the followin 
easy to say, as the gallows was removed from the conspicuous spot it occupied in consequence of an intimation from the Nepalese chief that it was displeasing to him to see bodies hanging.” [From a letter quoted in /ndian Mutiny (vol. Il, p. 228) by Ball. 
It is needless to add that here as in several other engagements the revolutionaries suffered a defeat because of the treachery of the Gurkhas. 
Qaysar-al-Tawarikh, vol. I p. 307. 
Sabhat-al-Marjan-fi-Zikr-i- ‘Ulema-i Sahaswan, p. 53. 
The photos of the two brothers were secured from their descendants. 

“Ten men were 
g day; how many more since it is not 
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