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 “WORSHIP – Faith’s First Expression” 

 (‘Fueled By Faith Series) 
(Hebrew 11:4) 

 

 

 

Intro … Three weeks ago I introduced a brand new series of messages entitled: 

“Fueled By Faith” – an exposition of Hebrews Chapter 11. 

 

 

Here is our Series Key Scripture … 
 

 

“Without faith it is impossible to please God because anyone  

who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that  

He rewards those who diligently seek Him.” 
(Hebrews 11:6) 

 

 

Two weeks ago we arrived at our Series Key Definition … 

 

CHRISTIAN FAITH …  

‘Confident Commitment to the Content of the Word of Christ’ 

 

 

Here then is what we could call our Key Series Conviction … 

 

“High Octane Christian Faith produces a High Performance Christian Life - 

We should seek to keep our ‘Faith Tank’ full!” 

 

 

Here then (obviously) is our Series Key Objective … 

 

“To fill ourselves up with the High Octane Christian Faith  

that fuels a High Performance Christian Life” 

 

Last week we stepped (as it were) into the laboratory of the Master Chemist 

Himself – the Almighty God – and began to examine His Lab Notes that we 

might uncover the formula (if you will) for producing such High Octane Faith. 
 

Those Lab Notes have been carefully preserved in Hebrews chapter 11. We 

noted that He has been developing this faith formula for a long, long time! 



Last week we focused our attention upon verse 3 of that great ‘Faith Chapter’ 

and we discovered that … 

 

The very first power-packed ingredient in High Octane Faith is  

 

 ‘BELIEF in the CREATIVE ACTIVITY of God as Recorded in the Bible’. 
 

CREATION is our Faith’s FOUNDATION. 

 

We were probably all somewhat amazed to discover just how much of  

the Teachings of Christ and His Followers is linked to and reliant upon the  

Biblical Account of Creation found in Genesis 1-2. That message is available 

for further study at our church website and in printed form in the foyer. 
 

Today I would have us discover and discuss the second prime ingredient 

in the ‘Faith Formula” … 

 

Here are … 

 

TODAY’S LAB NOTES … 
 

“By faith ABEL offered God a better SACRIFICE than CAIN did.  

By faith he was COMMENDED as a righteous man,  

when GOD spoke well of his OFFERINGS.  
(Hebrew 11:4) 

 

Let’s read the story (Genesis 4:1-7) … 
 

Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain.  

She said, “With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.”  

Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.  

 

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of time,  

Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD.  

But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.  

 

The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering  

he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.  

 

Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast?  

If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right,  

sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” 

 

Based upon that story and the abridged version of it here in Hebrews 11,  

I would set before us  … 



TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT … 
 

The SECOND power-packed ingredient in High Octane Faith is  

 ‘WORSHIP’ – An acknowledgement of God’s incredible WORTHINESS. 

 

WORSHIP is Faith’s First EXPRESSION - The first and almost  

AUTOMATIC expression of one who has indeed become  

AWARE of the CREATIVE ACTIVITY of God. 
 

 

Early in the formulation of ‘High Octane’ Faith, God as the master chemist 

determined that Worship would be an essential element.  

 

Abel’s faith in God moved him to engage in an act of worship – an action 

that brought God pleasure – an action that was itself an act of faith.  

 

Abel brought the best of what he had and offered it as a sacrifice to God.  

We don’t know how much information about the plans and purposes of God 

he possessed but the offering he brought was consistent with the sacrifices 

that God would subsequently require under the Law of Moses. 

 

The important point is that he believed that it would be acceptable and it 

was. God commended him for it. That commendation ultimately cost him  

his life. His worship sacrifice turned out to be an ultimate one.  

 

Faith has always been a matter of trusting God and leaving the results in His 

hands. Abel expressed a faith-based worship and he pleased God by it. 

His faith-stimulated worship stands as an example for us still today. 

 

So worship is the second power-packed ingredient in High Octane Faith – 

Let’s take a few moments this morning to reflect upon it.   

 

Consider with me this morning … 

 

THREE ESSENTIAL OUTCOMES OF GENUINE WORSHIP … 
Three sets of qualities that will definitely increase the ‘octane’ of our faith. 

 

1. WONDER and AMAZEMENT … 
 

“The heavens declare the Glories of God, the skies proclaim the work of His Hand.” 
(Psalm 19:1) 

 

“When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars,  

which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him,  

the son of man that you care for him?” (Psalm 8:3-4) 



“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!   

“Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counsellor?”    

“Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?” For from him and  

through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.” 
(Romans 11:33-36) 

 

Who better than Cain and Abel to know these things – to feel these sensations? 

They enjoyed the world and observed its beauty as none since the days of 

Noah have. 

 

The more one believes in the Creative Activity of God as recorded in the 

Scripture, the more one is filled with wonder and amazement at the world that 

He has made.  

 

Acknowledging His Awesome Worthiness inevitably immerses one in an ocean 

of ‘wonder and amazement’. Men and women of faith swim in it as delightfully 

as dolphins frolic in the sea!  

 

Now the worship of the Almighty God that leads to ‘wonder and amazement’ 

leads secondly to … 
 

2. AWARENESS and SURRENDER … 
 

“Do what is right” … That’s what God said to Cain. 

 

You see there is a ‘right and a wrong’ – there is a way to worship God  

pleasingly and a way to worship Him dis-pleasingly and those things  

have been revealed. 

 

Those who truly recognize God’s Worthiness take to heart the directions  

that He has given and yield themselves to Him. 

 

Jesus reiterated that very thing when he declared that … 
 

“True worshippers worship the Father in spirit and in truth,  

for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks.”  

(John 4:23-24) 

 

Just a couple of thoughts I would share along that line this morning … 

 

 

 

 



* Can’t Worship With A DISOBEDIENT or INDEPENDENT Spirit 
 

That was Cain’s problem – He had his own notions of how things should be. 
 

“I’ll bring what I’ve got and that should be good enough.” 

 

The people of Malachi’s day thought the same but they fared no better than Cain. 
 

“When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? 

When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? 
(Malachi 1:8) 

 

David understood the necessity of the worshipper being ‘right with God’ … 
 

“If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.” 
(Psalm 66:18) 

 

Truth is … Designing Worship according to our own liking is not an option! 

 

* Can’t Worship With RELATIONAL Tension In Our Lives 
 

Jesus himself gave these instructions … 
 

“If you are offering your gift at the altar (worshipping) and there remember that  

your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar.  

First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.” 
(Matthew 5:23) 

 

The Apostle Peter, a married man, no doubt spoke from experience when he said … 
 

“Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, 

and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you  

of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.” 
(1 Peter 3:7) 

 
God definitely wants us to be aware of the ways of worship – particularly  

aware of the things that make our worship unacceptable to Him. 

 

But when wonder and amazement at the Glories of God lead to Awareness of 

the Ways of God, then Surrender to the Will of God just naturally follows.  
 

Here’s the Scripture’s greatest example … 
 

“Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 
 

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body (a wondrous,  

miraculously-conceived, sin-free body) you prepared for me … 
 

Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will, O God.” 
(Hebrews 10:5, 9) 

 

‘Wonder and Amazement’ leads to ‘Awareness and Surrender’ which then 

culminates thirdly in … 
 

 



3. CONTENTMENT and CONFIDENCE … 
 

Here’s the progression of feelings the great prophet Isaiah went through  

on the day he was given a glimpse of his Glorious Creator. Notice how his 

progression pretty closely follows the one we’re identifying this morning … 

 

First there was … Wonder and Amazement 
 

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted,  

and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings:  

With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two  

they were flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 

Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of their voices the  

doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

 

Then there was … Awareness and Surrender 
 

 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among  

a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 
 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had  

taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, “See,  

this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

  

Finally there was … Contentment and Confidence 
 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?  

And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 
(Isaiah 6:1-8) 

 

Dare I paraphrase and personalize Isaiah’s testimony just a bit?  
 

Ask yourself … Is this what I experience as I engage in worship each week; is 

this how I feel when I leave?  
 

Put yourself in this testimony statement as I read ... 
 

“I see God in all His Holiness – I am overwhelmed and a bit terrified –  

I sense anew my utter sinfulness but He grants me complete forgiveness. 
 

 Understanding what has been done for me, I now offer myself fully and  

completely to His Service – I am content in my standing and  

confident in His enabling. I will go forth and serve him!” 

 

Wonder and Amazement - Awareness and Surrender – Contentment and 

Confidence … We can experience it all through true ‘Faith-Based Worship’. 
 

Final Thot … 

Understanding and Embracing the WORTHINESS of God (Worship) is the 

second powerful ingredient of ‘High Octane Faith’ – Let’s not NEGLECT it. 
 


