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“CHRIST’S MIRROR IMAGE” – ‘Imitation Stage’ 
“IMITATE JESUS IN HIS UNDERSTANDING OF HIS PERSONAL MISSION” 

(Jn. 17:18; Jn. 20:21; Heb. 10:9; Mk. 10:45; Lk. 19:10; Jn. 12:49; Matt. 28: 19-20; 1 Jn. 1:1) 
 

 

Intro ... Today in preparation for our time of corporate communion, we take 

one more look at what it means to become ‘Imitators of Jesus’. That’s the first 

stage of the journey toward ‘Christ-Likeness’ – the ‘Imitation Stage’. 

 

So far we have seen that we are to: 
 

“Imitate Jesus In His Sense of Service” (and we are to) 

“Imitate Jesus In His Lifestyle of Love” (and we are to) 

“Imitate Jesus In His Gentle and Humble Manner” (and we are to) 

“Imitate Jesus In His Spirit of Forgiveness” (and as we saw last week, we are to) 

“Imitate Jesus In His Resurrection Perspective”. 

 

All of these we can indeed do as we yield to ‘Pnuema’s work within us. 

 

Today we come to ... 

 
 

IMITATION ACTION SIX ... 
 

“IMITATE Jesus In His UNDERSTANDING of His PERSONAL MISSION” 
 

- Seeing yourself as one sent on a MISSION by the MASTER – 
 

 

This is profoundly important – It’s important that we understand that Jesus was 

not ‘Making it up as He went along’ and neither should we be. 

 

Consider with me ... 

 

TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURES ... John 18:18; John 20:21 

  

“As You (Father) have SENT me into the WORLD 

so I have SENT them into the WORLD.” 

 
There we go ... Jesus understood that he was ‘A man on a mission’ –  

He had been sent by His Heavenly Father into this world – In this verse  

He is reminding the Father that he was aware of that fact. He was also 

telling the father that he in turn was sending His Followers even as  

he himself had been sent. 

 



“As the FATHER has sent me, I am SENDING you.” 
 

And here he is informing His Followers of that fact. ‘I am sending you’,  

he says, ‘Just as I have been send’. 

 

“Imitate me in my understanding of my personal mission” 

“As I understand mine, I want you to understand yours.” 

 

And so we come to ... 

 

Today’s Key Question ... 
 

So HOW was Jesus SENT into the WORLD? 
 

 

Now there are perhaps many viable ways to answer that question  

as we look for comparisons and applications but here’s the one  

I would share with you this morning.  

 

TODAY’S KEY ANSWER ... 

 

JESUS WAS SENT INTO THE WORLD WITH A SPECIFIC PLAN  

AND WITH A SPECIFIC SCRIPT... 

 

Remember what I said a moment ago? 

 

It’s important that we understand that Jesus was not ‘Making it up as He went 

along’?  Jesus was sent into this world with a specific plan (actually it was a plan 

that had been established before the world even came into being) and He came not 

only with that ‘Specific Plan’ defining him but He came with a ‘Specific Script’ 

directing him.  In becoming a man, he became as we have said already  

‘A Man On A Mission’. 

 

Consider now these Scriptures regarding the ‘Plan’ ... 
 

* “I have come to do your WILL, O God”  
(Hebrews 10:9) 

 

There’s the heart of his understanding of His Personal Mission – His Personal 

Mission in this world would be determined by the Will of God. He was saying in 

essence ... ‘God’s Will determines who I am and what I do’.   

 

So what was God’s Will for him? What was the ‘Specific Plan’? 

Here’s a couple of Scriptures that get right to the heart of the matter.  

 



In Mark’s Gospel we read that he came ... 
 

* “To GIVE His LIFE as a RANSOM for many”  
(Mark 10:45) 

 

He came to ‘buy us back’ from Judgement and death – to provide a way 

that we could be saved from the effects of both. This is why the Father sent 

him. In perhaps the most familiar verse in all the Bible (John 3:16) we read ... 
 

“For God so loved the World that He gave (sent) His Only Begotten Son  

so that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

 

He would be born miraculously – He would live his life sinlessly – He would 

minister impressively – He would demonstrate His suitability to be the flawless 

‘Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world’ – to be the one 

could fully and completely ‘pay the ransom’ for man once and for all. 

 

And that fact caused him throughout his earthly life ... 
 

* “To SEEK and to SAVE that which was LOST”  

(Luke 19:10) 

 

That was indeed the essence of the Specific Plan which Jesus carried in his 

heart as he was sent into the world ... He didn’t need to ‘Make It Up’,  

he just needed to ‘Carry It Out’.  

 

And part of carrying it out was making sure that those who were lost would 

realize that they were lost and making sure that they would understand what 

He was doing to ‘save them’.  

 

Now that’s a formidable task since human language frequently falls way short 

in its ability to convey divine truths.  

 

But not to panic about that either – not to worry about how he as a man, 

limited to human language would communicate the truths of God,  

for this is where the Specific Script came into play.   

 

Hear Jesus explaining it in this verse from John’s Gospel ... 
 

 “The FATHER who SENT me commanded me  

WHAT to say and HOW to say it.”  
(John 12:29) 

 

 



The Father, working in conjunction with the Holy Spirit, directed the Son  

while in His Limited Earthly Condition to speak exactly the things that the sinful 

men and women around him needed to hear and to enabled him  

to say those things in effective ways. 

 

It is any wonder that even the temple guards sent to arrest him would say ...  
 

“No man ever spoke like this man” 

(John 7:36) 

 

Or that Peter would say to him ... 
 

“Lord, to whom shall we go,  

you have the Words of Eternal Life.” 

(John 6:68) 

 

Jesus Christ was indeed sent into the World with a Specific Plan and with  

a Specific Script ... And He said to his disciples,  

 
“As the Father has sent me into the world,  

I am sending you.” 

 

You and I are the current version of those disciples and so we come to ... 

 

TODAY’S KEY APPLICATION ... 

 

AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES WE ARE ALSO SENT INTO THE WORLD WITH  

A SPECIFIC PLAN AND WITH A SPECIFIC SCRIPT ... 

 

Let’s look at the actual moment when the initial ‘sending’ took place. 

It’s been called ‘The Great Commission’ ... It’s the very ‘Specific Plan’ that 

those disciples in that day and we in this today are to follow.  

 

This ‘commissioning’ took place just moments before Jesus Himself ascended 

back to heaven. 
 

* “Therefore go and MAKE DISCIPLES of all nations”  
(Matthew 28:19a) 

 

This is the plan; this has always been the plan; there is no other plan.  

‘Make Disciples’ - Bring people to faith in Jesus Christ. That’s the goal. 
 

I will be eternally grateful to those who obediently submitted themselves  

to this plan and were used of the Spirit to bring me to faith in Christ. 

 



* “Teaching them to OBEY everything I have COMMANDED you”  
(Matthew 28:20) 

 

Make informed, obedient disciples ... this is the ultimate expression of the plan. 

Teach these new disciples to know all that the Lord (and His Spirit) have 

commanded and teach them as well to obey those things. 

This is a life-time calling and task. 

 

So if the Plan is to ‘Make full-blown disciples’ what is our Script – our initial script 

at least ... How do we get started? 

 

Here’s what Jesus said on another occasion just prior to His Ascension. 

 

* “You will be my WITNESSES” – 
(Acts 1:8) 

 

And of what do we witness?  

Here’s how the Apostle John expressed it to the early believers ... 

 

* “That which we have HEARD and SEEN, which we have LOOKED at 

and our HANDS have handled, this we PROCLAIM ...”  
(1John 1:1) 

 

In other words, speak of things you know firsthand.  

 

When John wrote those words, he might have been the last remaining  

person on earth who could say those words with reference to Jesus –  

the last remaining eye-witness. 

 

Our Final Thot this morning expresses one sample ‘Script’ that your witness 

might take. 

 

 

Final Thot ...         

Jesus is ‘The SAVIOR’ – He is ‘My SAVIOR’ 

 

Jesus can CHANGE men’s HEARTS – His SPIRIT is changing MINE. 

 

Jesus gives PURPOSE for LIVING – He’s given my life PURPOSE. 
 
 

 


