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The prophet صىل هللا عليه وسلم said there is no righteous deed done that is 
better or more superior than those done in the (first) ten days of Dhu’l-
Hijjah. The companions ي هللا عنهم

 asked the prophet “not even fighting رض 
for the sake of Allah?” The prophet said “not even fighting for the sake of 
Allah, except in the case of a man who prepares himself and his wealth for 
the sake of Allah and he goes out, he departs with all of that and he doesn’t 
return with any of those (good) things. He didn’t come back with anything.” 
 
In another Hadith the prophet صىل هللا عليه وسلم said “there are no days 
more beloved to Allah that He be worshipped in than the ten days of Dhu’l-
Hijjah.” 
 
Some narrations mention that the prophet fasted all throughout these ten 
days. He صىل هللا عليه وسلم would increase and do a lot of good in these ten 
days especially, amongst these virtuous days includes the day of ‘Arafah - 
the most beloved day to Allah (refer to Hajj | Learn From Me Your 
Devotional Act p. 17), fasting this day will expiate your sins of two years. 
 
It was narrated that the prophet used to fast the day of ‘Arafah, Ashura and 
three days every month. 
 
Note: It is better for the one who is making Hajj to not fast, rather save his 
energy so he can increase his duah there, that’s important as it’s special. 
 
Ibn Abbas ي هللا عنه

 narrated that Ibn Umar and Abu Hurayrah during the رض 
(first) ten days of Dhu’l-Hijjah used to go out to the market and make 
takbeer, reminding the people to make takbeer in them ten days (and how 
to make takbeer). 
 
Allah has preferred these days over all other days of the year, these days 
are a blessing from Allah upon His slaves. One should increase his 
glorification in these virtuous days. 
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There are two types of glorification: 
 
1. Indefinite glorification i.e 
- Tasbeeh هللا سبحان 
- Tahmeed الحمد هلل 
- Takbeer   هللا أكب 
 
These start from the first day of Dhu’l-Hijjah until the last day of tashreeq, 
you do them anytime and as much as you can. 
 
2. Restricted glorification  
 
The restricted glorification starts after Fajr prayer on the day of ‘Arafah and 
ends at Asr time at the last day of Tashreeq. You say it only after each 
compulsory prayer. 
 
There are many narrations displaying the different types of takbeer that 
one can say, the first one below was narrated by Ibn Masood and favoured 
by Ibn Hajr Al-‘Asqalani: 
 
 
 
ا  هللا اكب    هللا اكب  هللا اكب  كببر
 
There are others i.e  
 
، ال اله اال هللا، هللا اكب  هللا اكب  وهلل الحمد  هللا اكب    هللا اكب  هللا اكب 
 
It is sunnah for the men to recite glorification aloud but not collectively and 
it’s always better and recommended for the women to not be heard i.e say 
quietly. 
 

These are distinguished days from all the others, they should be a 
combination of giving charity, offering prayer and making glorification. 
That’s why we have to increase our good deeds and supplication - imploring 
Allah day and night in these blessed days. There are no days more better to 
worship Allah than in the ten days of Dhu’l-Hijjah. There’s a verse in the 
Qur’an where Allah takes an oath by these days indicating its enormity and 
importance! Allah says ‘By the dawn; by the ten nights.” (Surat Al-Fajr 
verses 1-2) 
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Ibn Abbas and others said Allah is referring to the first ten days of Dhu’l-
Hijjah here and Ibn Kathir favoured this opinion too. 
 
The prophet’s companions ي هللا عنهم

 used to make in these ten days a lot رض 
of glorification, remembrance of Allah, a lot of istighfaar and praise Allah a 
lot. 
 
There’s a verse in the Qur’an where Allah says “they are remembering Allah 
in certain days well known” [That they may witness benefits for themselves 
and mention the name of Allah on known days over what He has provided 
for them of [sacrificial] animals...] (Surat Al-Hajj verse 28) 
Ibn Abbas said this verse is talking about the ten days, remembering Allah 
and glorifying Allah in the ten days of Dhu’l-Hijjah. 
 
That’s why we have to increase our worship and prayer. 
 
Whosoever offers one prostration Allah will upgrade him a degree in 
paradise and erase one of his sins, that’s with each prostration! 
 
Some scholars even went to the extent of saying that the days of Dhu’l-
Hijjah are better than the days of Ramadhan (but not the nights of 
Ramadhan). 
 
                                                               The sacrifice  
 
The animal to sacrifice should be sheep, goats, camels or cows and these 
animals have to meet certain requirements before being accepted as 
sacrificial animal. 
 
There are certain conditions which must be met when you choose the 
animal to be sacrificed: 
 

 The animal cannot be one eyed 

  The animal should have functioning legs i.e it should be able to walk 

  The animal should not be sick 

  The animal should be healthy and not an emaciated animal 
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(This includes any similar faults or faults which are more severe). 
 
These are the stipulated conditions upon the animal for it to be befitting for 
sacrifice.  
 
The best time to sacrifice your animals is on Eid day after the Eid prayer. 
 
Likewise the one sacrificing when the month begins he should not 
shorten/cut any hair from himself nor cut his nails. This applies only to the 
person who is sacrificing or has taken on the responsibility of sacrificing on 
behalf of another, for example a man represents a group of people, these 
prohibitions will apply only to him and not the group of people he 
represents, or a father is sacrificing on behalf of his family, he’s the only 
these restrictions apply to - not the people under him. 
 
 
 
 

 


