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Subject?1” Summary  of  My  Research  Effor
ts  on  the  Role  of  Practical  Reasonrng

 
From:  Bertram  Bandman 

Mv  professional  work  over  the  last  t
wenty  seven  years  is  oriented  by  my 

interest  in  the  justification  of  valu
es,  and  the  role  of  reason  in  justify

ing  human 

action,  in  particular.  The  applicat
ions  are  diverse.  These  include  h

uman  right 

in  relation  to  health  care,  nursing,  
children,  adolescents,  food 

 ’ 

family  members  and  future  generations
.  Within  these  contexts  in  different

  fie  , 

I  try  to  refine  the  boundaries  of  pract
ical  reasoning.  In  my  work,  I  cons^-d“

 

the  extent  to  which  practical  reasonin
g  is  connected  to  four  central,  morai 

 an 

political  themes,  freedom,  justice,  
rights  and  responsibilities.  In  these

 

endeavors,  I  try  to  show  how  practical 
 reasoning  helps  to  justify  some 

forms  of  action. 

I  try  to  search  for  and  apply  crite
ria  of  practical  reasoning  to  devel

op¬ 

mental  epochs  in  the  life  span.  This 
 explains  my  philosophies1  work  on  ch

ild 

adolescents,  parents,  health  profess
ionals,  the  aging  and  the  dying.  For 

 it  these 

aspects  of  one’s  life  span,  I  try  to  app
ly  criteria  to  justify  the  quality  o 

treatment  accorded  to  these  groups  of  peo
ple.  One  earmark  fo r  just ify 

is  the  rights  people  have.  My  study  j
oins  such  varied  disciplines  as  philos

ophy, 

and  law,  medicine,  education,  nursing,  ps
ychology,  sociology,  biology,  history 

and  economics. 

Aspects  of  my  concern  with  reasoned 
 justification  include  books, 

works,  chapters  in  philosophy,  medic
ine,  education,  nursing  texts  and  a

rticles 

including  one  on  the  rights  of  family 
 members. 

Searching  in  philosophy  is  aimless  
without  a  rational  method  or  method

s.  In 

my  work,  I  try  to  find  and  develop  cri
teria  of  reasoning  that  apply  to  the  j

usti 

fication  of  moral  principles  and  practic
es. 

The  following  representative  works  il
lustrate  my  concern  with  the  conceptu

al 

boundaries  of  practical  justification
.  The  Place  of  Reason  in  Education,  B

ioethics 

and  Human  Rights  (co-edited  with  E.  Ban
dman)  Nursing  Ethigs  in  the  Life  Spas(

c°- 

authored  with  E. Bandman;  chapters  in  s
ome  books  and  .journals  of  note,  such  a

s  Th 

Nurse's  Role  in  an  Interest-Based  View  o
f  Patients  Rights,  in  S.  Spicker  and 

S  r.adnw.  Nursing : Images  and  Ideals:  Opening  Dialogue  with 
 the  Humanities,  The 

Child’s  ̂ hr  to  Inquire In  Thinking:  The  JournaLofJ^ilosophy  for 

"Health  and  Disease"  (with  E.  Bandman,  in  A.
  Caplan  et  al  (^Concepts  of  Healt__ 

and  Disease:  Interdisciplinary  Perspectives
,  Addison-Wesley,1981,  Do^  Futu 

SenerationiTHave  a  Right  to  Breathe  Clean  Air?  A  Note  in  ?°1^t:Lcad  ̂ ndL^igBA 

and  "  The  Role  and  Justification  of  Rights  
in  Nursing,  in  Medicine  and  Law,1984, 

and  Critical  Thinking  in  Nursing  (co-auth
ored  with  E.  Bandman) 

In  these  works,  I  try  to  show  how  appea
l  to  criteria  of  practical  reasoning 

helps justify ,  orient  and  guide  human  action. 



Thursday,  November  4, 1999 

journeyed  to  the  United  States  to  live  with 
an  American  family  and  attend  prep  school 
in  the  Northeast  He  went  on  to  earn  his 

doctorate  in  philosophy  from  Columbia 

University,  focusing  on  education. 
Now  a  professor  of  philosophy  at  the 

Brooklyn  campus  of  Long  Island  Universi¬ 
ty,  he  has  worked  with  his  wife  on  two 
books  about  the  ethics  of  nursing.  His 
recently  published  book  is  his  first  to 
address  die  rights  of  children. 

Still,  unlike  the  navel-gazing  mem¬ 
oirists  whose  work  dominates  non-fiction 

bestseller  lists,  he  does  not  write  about  his 

own  upbringing.  “This  wasn't  supposed  to 
be  a  book  where  I  paraded  my  back¬ 

ground,”  he  said. 
It  is,  rather,  a  carefully  argued  treatise 

in  the  tradition  of  philosophers  such  as 
David  Hume,  one  of  his  heroes.  And  while 

some  may  deride  “rights  talk”  as  simply 
wishful  thinking,  he  dismisses  such  crit¬ 
ics. 

“The  stronger  rights  are  from  the 
womb  to  the  tomb,  the  stronger  will  be 

any  democratic  society,”  he  said.  “It  will  be 

stronger  socially,  economically  and  moral¬ 

ly,  and  it  will  be  more  viable  as  a  society.” 

Author’s  heart 
goes  out 
to  children 
Children's  Right  to  Freedom ,  Care 
and  Enlightenment,  by  Bertram  Band- 
man.  Garland  Publishing,  344  pages, 

$60. 

By  MAURA  McDERMOTT 

In  his  latest  book,  Riverdalian  Bertram 
Bandman  takes  on  a  subject  close  to 

his  heart,  arguing  that  even  the 

youngest  members  of  society  have 
fundamental  rights  and  examining  the 

simple  neglect — and  even  brutality — suf¬ 
fered  by  children  throughout  the  world. 

His  interest  in  children’s  rights,  he  said, 

was  inspired  by  “the  faults  I  saw  in  cul¬ 
tures,  in  subcultures  and  in  families,  where 
there  were  breakdowns  in  giving  careful 

attention  to  the  upbringing  of  children.” 
By  the  time  Mr.  Bandman  was  11  years 

old,  he  knew  plenty  about  the  topic. 
Born  to  a  German  Jewish  couple  who 

had  fled  to  China  in  1927,  he  spent  his 

early  boyhood  with  his  parents  in  a  Jewish 

ghetto  in  Shanghai.  After  moving  to  Mani¬ 
la  with  his  mother  for  their  own  safety,  he 

witnessed  massacres,  as  the  Japanese  and 
American  armies  battled  in  the  streets 

during  World  War  II. 

Eventually,  as  a  pre-teen,  he  was  forced 
to  live  in  a  Philippine  internment  camp.  In 

the  camp,  he  recalled,  he  and  other  chil- 
.  dren  slept  on  the  floor  and  suffered  beat¬ 
ings  if  they  did  not  worship  the  Emperor 
Hirohito. 

“Under  Japanese  rule,  we  were  help¬ 

less,”  Mr.  Bandman  said. 
After  he  was  released,  stateless,  he 



Children’s  Rights  to  Freedom,  Care  and 

Enlightenment 
Bertram  Bandman 

Professor  Bandman  presents  a  philosophical  argument  in  answer  to  the  question,  “How  do  we  justifiably 

bring  up  our  children?”  Bandman  suggests  that  the  status  of  children’s  rights  in  collusion  with  the  method  by 

which  children  are  raised  result  in  the  strength  and  breadth  of  our  rights  as  adults.  This  is  an  eminently  worth* 

while  study,  involving  the  interests  of  younger  and  older  people  alike,  engaging  us  all  in  reflective  examination  of 

issues  right  at  our  doorsteps. 

Contents 

•  Introduction:  Reasons  for  Considering  Children’s  Rights 

•  Chapter  One:  Between  Protectionism  and  Liberationism— The  Functions  and  Limits  of  Children’s  Rights 

•  Chapter  Two:  The  Functions,  Limits,  and  Circumstances  of  Children’s  Rights 
•  Chapter  Three:  The  Relation  Between  Rights  and  Claims 

•  Chapter  Four:  Definitions,  Conditions,  Criticisms,  and  Defenses 

•  Chapter  Five:  Limits  To  Arguments  Against  Children’s  Rights 

•  Chapter  Six:  The  Sorting  and  Grading  of  Children’s  Rights 
•  Chapter  Seven:  The  Development  of  Children’s  Moral  and  Intellectual  Rights 

•  Chapter  Eight:  Children’s  Rights  in  the  Family,  School  and  Society 

•  Chapter  Nine:  Children’s  Rights  to  Think  and  to  Know 

•  Chapter  Ten:  Children’s  Rights  to  Inquire  and  to  Infer 

•  Chapter  Eleven:  Children’s  Rights  to  Believe  and  to  Doubt— The  Formation  of  Beliefs 

•  Chapter  Twelve:  Children’s  Rights  to  Believe  and  to  Doubt— The  Justification  of  Beliefs 
•  Chapter  Thirteen:  Limits  to  the  Right  to  Do  Wrong 

Conclusion:  Children’s  Rights  and  the  Difference  Between  Right  and  Wrong 

c.  300  pages;  5  1/2  x  8  1/2  Bibliography.  Index.  $60 

ISBN  0-8153-2131-7  SS1070  10/99 
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