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The name "Forinis" appeared in OSWALD'S address book.  

 

 

 

Asked to assess that entry in 1978, STURGIS responded: 

A. If that name is me, I guarantee he got me in there to be set up to be 
killed, because at that time I was very strongly anti-Communist, my name 
was in the paper quite a bit, and he, supposedly by his wife's testimony, 
made an attempt to kill General Walker, who was an outspoken -- 

Q. John Connally was in the address book. 

A. Whatever; and RICHARD NIXON, and so forth. 

Q. Do you feel that you were in the same class on a hit list of OSWALD'S? 

A. If that is my name there. I don't think that's my name there, but if that is 
my name, I would assume that this is his reason. 



The words "Russ for Forin" also appeared. The letters "I-n" were written in a different 
ink. HEMMING: ―F-o-r-I-n. He's using a phonetic misspelling to indicate something else. 
You're correct.‖ 

FRANK FIORINI STURGIS 1924 TO 1945 

It was unclear when FRANK FIORINI'S mother, Mary Vona, 
was born. In 1945 Mary Vona listed her age as 35 years old 
on her daughter's birth certificate. Frank Angelo Fiorini wed 
Mary Vona in 1920 in Norfolk, Virginia; their son, FRANK 
ANTHONY FIORINI was born on December 9, 1924. Both 
Frank's mother and father were first generation Italian-
Americans. The Fiorini family was in the produce business. 
Italian was spoken quite a bit in the household so Frank 
grew up bilingual. STURGIS told the Rockefeller 
Commission that his father's name was Angelo Anthony 
Fiorini. ―Both of my mother's parents were born in Italy, and 
both of my father's parents were born in Italy.‖ His parents 
were divorced in 1926 shortly after Frank's older half sister, 
Carmella, age 6, was killed in a fire. FRANK FIORINI 
moved to the home of his aunt, Kathleen Parsons, in 
Philadelphia. This dwelling was a former servant's quarters. 
Also living there were Frank's Aunt Katherine and her son, 
Joey, who was a few years younger than Frank. He was 
very close to his cousin and considered Joey a brother. 
Unfortunately, Joey was killed during the Korean War. 
Frank was deeply affected by his death which he blamed on 
the Communists in North Korea and their ally, Red China. 

FRANK FIORINI lived in Philadelphia from 1930 to 1942. In 1939 Mary Vona married 
Ralph Sturgis. During his deposition in HUNT v. WEBERMAN, STURGIS was not asked 
if his stepfather legally adopted him, but the FBI found no indication of this during its 
investigation. FRANK FIORINI went to Catholic school then attended Roosevelt Junior 
High School, Philadelphia, and Germantown High School, Philadelphia. At 16, his I.Q. 
was 96. After two years of high school, FRANK FIORINI became an apprentice 
machinist, and worked in a ball bearing factory. STURGIS would later claim that: 

Before the war I had strong leanings toward becoming a Catholic priest. 
And, if the war hadn't come about, I would have. But then the war came, 
and I felt very patriotic and very strong in wanting to defend this country: 
patriotism became a substitute for the priesthood . . . . 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

MILITARY SERVICE 
 

 In his senior year of high school, Frank joined the Marines in 
Philadelphia on October 5, 1942. Because he was only 17 years old 
his mother had to give her written permission. His term of enlistment 
was for "THE DURATION OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY". In 
October 1942 he trained at Parris Island, South Carolina. His 
infantry weapons record listed him as a "sharpshooter." STURGIS 
was shipped to the Pacific jungles, where, on March 16, 1943, he 
volunteered for the Marine's toughest unit, the First Marine Raider 
Battalion, First Marine Raider Regiment, First Marine Amphibious 

Corps - the legendary Edson's Raiders, where he was a message center man. 



STURGIS said he "Went behind enemy lines and disrupted communications and supply 
lines, sent back intelligence information...prisoners if possible." [High Times Interview] 
He also served as an Automatic Rifleman and later as a "Rifle Gr. Lor. (937)" He left 
Norfolk, Virginia, on December 15, 1942, and arrived in American Somoa in January 
1943. On March 1, 1943, STURGIS left American Somoa and sailed to New Caladonia. 
In May 1943 he left New Caladonia for Guadalcanal. He participated in action against 
the enemy on New Georgia Island, British Solomon Islands, from July 4, 1943, to 
August 29, 1943. On September 4, 1943, STURGIS' unit was given this commendation:  

The part played by your force, (Deleted), is a story of sacrifice and 
hardship that will long live in the pages of American Military History. In the 
face of heavy odds of weather, dense jungle, and savage resistance by 
the enemy, in virtually impregnable positions, your forces carried the fight 
to the Jap, in the (Deleted) region, relentlessly and with superb heroism, 
pinning the enemy to the ground and with the aid of elements of the 
(Deleted) Division, flanking him from the south, forced him to eventually 
withdraw. M. F. Harmon, Lt. General. 

 

Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal wrote this commendation:  

For outstanding heroism in action against enemy Japanese forces, during 
the invasion of Guam, Marianas Islands, From July 21, 1944, to August 
10, 1944. Functioning as a combat unit for the first time, the First 
Provisional Marine Brigade forced a landing against strong hostile 
defenses and well camouflaged positions, steadily advancing inland under 
the relentless fury of the enemy's heavy artillery, mortar and small arms 
fire to secure a firm beachhead by nightfall. Executing a difficult turning 
movement to the north, this daring and courageous unit fought its way 
yard by yard through the mangrove swamps, dense jungles and over cliffs 
and though terrifically reduced in strength under the enemies fanatical 
counter-attacks, hunted the Japanese in caves, pill boxes and foxholes 
and exterminated them. By their individual acts of gallantry and their 
indomitable fighting teamwork throughout this bitter and costly struggle, 



the men of the First Provisional Brigade aided immeasurably in the 
restoration of Guam to our sovereignty. 

STURGIS was in Guadalcanal in January 1944 and 
engaged in combat with the enemy on New Georgia 
Island, British Solomon Islands. On March 17, 1944, 
STURGIS embarked on board APD's and sailed from 
Guadalcanal and participated in the seizure of Emirau 
Island. On March 23, 1944, he was back in Guadalcanal. 
On May 30, 1944, STURGIS embarked on board an LST 
at Guadalcanal and sailed there from on May 31, 1944. 

On July 21, 1944, he disembarked at Guam Island, Marianas Group, and participated in 
action against the enemy. He was wounded in the right wrist in Guam on July 21, 1944, 
(STURGIS had a one inch scar outside his right wrist), and won the Purple Heart in 
August 1944. No disciplinary action was noted in his records. He had attained the rank 
of Corporal. His principal duties were "Machine Gun crew man, Automatic Rifleman F. 
T. Leader." He left Guam on March 14, 1945, and disembarked March 15, 1945, at 
Okinawa, and participated in action against the enemy. He left there on May 7, 1945. 
On May 30, 1945, STURGIS left Guam and arrived in Seattle, Washington, on June 17, 
1945. STURGIS: "I was considered, with my Marine training for those years, to be an 
expert in all types of weapons." [Rock. Comm. Test. p25] While on leave, STURGIS 
fathered a son, Ronnie Sturgis, born July 1, 1944. Ronnie Sturgis advised the FBI in 
1967: "My father abandoned me. My mother died when my father was overseas. I first 
contacted my father in 1960, after I saw an article about him in Parade magazine."  

ALMOND KINZELL HULSEY 

STURGIS' mother, nee Mary Vona, divorced Ralph Sturgis and married Almond Kinzell 
Hulsey, (born January 4, 1913 died April 1974) a 32 year old bus driver for the Miami 
Transit Company, in 1945. STURGIS told the Norfolk Police Department his mother's 
name was Mary Hulsey. [FBI 139-4089-146] Hulsey and Mary Vona Fiorini Sturgis had 
a child: The Navy reported: 

To Whom This May Concern: June 4, 1945 

Subject: Mrs. Mary Fiorini, mother of Corp. FRANK A. FIORINI, USMC. 

1. Subject Mrs. Fiorini is a patient under the care of medical officers at this 
dispensary before and since the delivery of her last baby on February 24, 
1945 at the U.S. Naval Dispensary, Miami Beach, Florida. At present she 
is very much concerned with the care of herself and the infant who is a 
feeding problem. 

2. According to the credited information from Subject, Mrs. Fiorini, and 
from Navy Relief investigators, she is a dependent-in-fact of her son, 
Corp. FRANK A. FIORINI, who has served with the Marines overseas for 



three years and was wounded in action. Her present infant is the child of a 
civilian who disappeared five and a half weeks after their marriage. She 
must take care of the child and herself without help, and lives on the 
dependant's allowance contributed by her son in the Marines. It is 
therefore natural that she desires that her son be transferred to duty in this 
locality and she does in fact need assistance which is not otherwise 
available. At the same time she is very proud of her son, as a Marine, and 
does not wish him to leave the service. 

CARMELA FRANCES HULSEY 

Mary Vona gave birth to Carmela Frances Hulsey. Carmela Frances Hulsey committed 
suicide on February 9, 1971. [FBI 139-4089-861, 122, 911 w/h] The FBI reported:  

The following investigation was conducted by S.A. Joseph O'Brien at 
Norfolk, Virginia: On August 10, 1972, a photograph of one Carmela 
Francis Moore, who is described as a white female, date of birth February 
24, 1945, 5' 3" tall, weighing 103 pounds, blue eyes, blonde hair, was 
exhibited to Angelo Fiorini, the father of subject FRANK ANTHONY 
FIORINI. Angelo Fiorini identified this photograph was being a step-sister 
of subject FIORINI. Angelo Fiorini advised that this girl had accidentally 
died in the city of Norfolk, Virginia, approximately a year and half ago. 
Fiorini stated that prior to her death, MOORE, whose maiden name was 
Hulsey, had been divorced from her husband Michael Moore and had 
subsequently remarried. Fiorini stated that Francis was born to his former 
wife Mary, and her second husband, whose name was Hulsey. Fiorini said 
he did not know what Moore's married name was at the time of her death. 
Fiorini indicated that Moore used to work as a photographer for one Milton 
Maser. Maser is deceased; however his business accounts were 
previously handled by one Herb Levin. 

Through Levin the FBI was able to determine the Moore had remarried under the name 
Aubrey. Aubrey's death certificate indicated that she had died on February 9, 1971, by 
suicide, as Aubrey shot herself.  

1945 TO 1956 

STURGIS was discharged as a Corporal on October 23, 1945 due to demobilization. 
Prior to his discharge from the Marines in 1945, STURGIS entered Sun Valley Naval 
Center, Idaho, because of "exhaustion and possible psychoneurosis" and 
"somnambulism." STURGIS told High Times Magazine:  

I didn't realize that volunteering to join the service would radically change 
my whole concept of life. I was wounded twice. I received several medals 
and commendations. My last major operation was in Okinawa. I was sent 
back from a hospital ship with shell shock, they called it 'psychoneurosis 



hysteria.' I jumped ship many times to get back to my unit. I couldn't sleep. 
You see, the rule in the Pacific at that time was that if a man was wounded 
twice he was sent back to the United States automatically. Well, not only 
was I wounded twice, I spent over the enlisted time and even volunteered 
to stay longer. 

High Times asked: ―So they thought you were crazy?" 

Well, I'd been in so many battles, I think possibly I was trying to prove 
something to myself by going into the service - not ever having killed a 
person in my life, then being trained and brainwashed to kill people in all 
different aspects of warfare and hand-to-hand combat. Killing people with 
a knife. Silent killing. I was trained at this and I was very good at it. 

STURGIS suffered from combat fatigue. STURGIS escaped three times from the Sun 
Valley Naval Center before he was given a medical release. [Jack Anderson Wash. 
Post 12.60] He received an Honorable Discharge. STURGIS' home was listed as Miami, 
Florida, on the Discharge. STURGIS had become a Marine at age 17 and engaged in 
combat almost immediately. If not for World War II, FRANK STURGIS may have 
become a priest. STURGIS survived years of intensive combat including Iwo Jima, 
Okinawa and Guadalcanal, which was located in the Solomon Islands. He loved combat 
and action. He was in so many battles that eventually he began to show signs of mental 
instability. 

BETTY FIORINI 

In 1945 STURGIS moved to Miami, where he married Nora Odell Thompson, aka Betty 
Fiorini, born June 13, 1938 at Radford, Virginia. Nora Odell Thompson had a record of 
arrests for prostitution. The FBI reported: "According to the records of Norfolk, Virginia, 
Police Department, Thompson was last arrested at that city on August 7, 1953." 
STURGIS told Robert Olsen of the Rockefeller Commission that "He started getting 
involved with Cuban people in Miami in about 1945. Carlos Prio was first forced out of 
Cuba by Batista in 1946. STURGIS' uncle was married to a Cuban woman and was 
either in exile or was visiting Florida." [RCD Olsen telephone conversation with 
STURGIS 4.29.75] STURGIS and Nora Odell Thompson moved to Norfolk, Virginia, in 
June 1946, so that STURGIS could join the Police Force there. He was employed as a 
Norfolk City Patrolman from June 5, 1946, to September 7, 1946. According to his 
nephew Jim Hunt, ―Within a few months, he found evidence of corruption in the form of 
a pay-off system that existed within the force which he brought to the attention of his 
superiors. Instead of doing something about it, they told him to overlook these illegal 
activities.‖ On October 5, 1946 Frank had an open confrontation with a sergeant over 
this at roll call and resigned that same day. The FBI reported that he quit the Police 
Department, no reason given, and worked as a bartender and nightclub manager of the 
Virginia Tavern, in Norfolk, Virginia. James Hunt reported, ―For the next 18 months he 
managed a Norfolk tavern called Havana-Madrid, which catered to foreigners, 
particularly Cuban merchant seamen. On November 9, 1947 Frank joined the Naval 



Reserves and was stationed at the Norfolk Air Base. STURGIS was in the United States 
Naval Reserve at the Norfolk Air Station from November 9, 1947 to August 30, 1948. 
During this time Frank was able to continue to work at the bar in addition to learning a 
skill in the Navy he would use throughout his life—flying airplanes. Frank was honorably 
discharged from the Navy on August 30, 1948 and the next day he joined the Army, his 
third and final armed services branch. He was immediately deployed to Berlin where he 
became a member of General Lucius Clay's honor guard.‖ During his Army tenure in 
Berlin and Heidelberg, Frank worked in an intelligence unit and had a top secret 
clearance. As a Marine Raider, Frank had his first involvement in intelligence activities 
during the island-hopping campaign in that sometimes he would sneak behind enemy 
lines and gather data and intelligence information. In the Army, the primary intelligence 
target was the USSR. Frank's intelligence work consisted of collating and analyzing 
intelligence data.  

Documents indicated STURGIS was granted a Top 
Secret clearance and he handled reports from Allied 
agents in Berlin. In May 11, 1949 Frank was granted 
an honorable discharge so he could help support his 
mother who was in financial need. In 1949 he was 
the owner and manager of the Whitehorse Tavern. 
[Dept. of Navy FOIA req. 5720 ARAD 5U000597 
3.14.95 B.L. Thompson; Watergate FBI file on 
STURGIS] After receiving an honorable discharge 

he joined the United States Merchant Marines in 1950 and traveled to and from Europe. 
The Norfolk, Virginia, Police Department files reflected that FIORINI was fingerprinted 
as an applicant for a National Defense Program on January 27, 1950. STURGIS: "I 
went to Europe in the early 1950's. I was with the Army Security Agency in Heidelberg, 
Germany, which was EUCOM Headquarters. While I was there I met a young lady with 
the Israeli Intelligence that I found out later on was a Hungarian actress...I was going to 
Officer's Candidates School, and I declined on that." [Rock. Comm. Test.]  

While stationed in Berlin, he rescued a beautiful Hungarian actress. As Frank told High 
Times: 
 

Well, I was in Berlin with a soldier friend of mine and we heard some 
screaming and ruckus that was going on in an alley. We went to 
investigate because we heard a woman's voice. And we got mixed up with 
three young Germans and had a nice little battle with them. The girl was 
pretty well beaten. Later I found out that she was a Hungarian actress, 
Jewish, and the three Germans belonged to the Nazi youth party that was 
still operating underground in Germany. Having saved her life, I developed 
a very good relationship with this young lady who started visiting me in the 
barracks and all. I didn't realize until later that she was the girlfriend of one 
of the army colonels who was on General Clay's staff The Colonefound 
out about us and shipped me out of Berlin. Through a fickle finger of fate I 
wound up with the Army Security Agency. When I returned to the States, I 



was still going with her. I became suspicious of some of her activities. I 
found out she was working very hard for the liberation of Israel and I told 
her I would certainly help her in Israel if I could because I was very 
sympathetic to the underdog. I returned to Europe, met her again and 
helped her in her activities over a period of years. I assisted her as a 
courier in some of the work she did for Israel. As the years went by her 
work became more serious and there were some things I could not do, for 
her. Eventually, I lost contact with her, and to this day, I don't know if she 
is dead or alive. 

He moved to Miami and found work as a taxi driver. In June 1950 he was arrested for 
beating Nora Odell Thompson. From 1952 to 1954 STURGIS owned and managed a 
bar in Virginia Beach, Virginia. In 1952 his Dependency Discharge was changed to an 
Honorable Discharge. On September 23, 1952, STURGIS filed this petition: 

VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY OF NORFOLK 

IN RE: FRANK ANGELO FIORINO 

PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME 

To the Honorable Clyde H. Jacob, Judge: 

Your petitioner, FRANK ANGELO FIORINO, respectfully represents the 
following facts: 

1. That he is a resident of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and was born in 
the city of Norfolk, Virginia, on December 9, 1924, and has resided and 
been domiciled in the City of Norfolk, State of Virginia, since his birth. 

2. That he is the son of Mary Fiorino (whose maiden name was Mary 
Vona) and Angelo Fiorino, and that Mary Fiorino, the Mother of FRANK 
ANGELO FIORINO, divorced her husband, Angelo Fiorino, about fifteen 
years ago, and that his Mother married one Ralph Sturgis, and that he has 
been living with his Mother, ever since birth in the City of Norfolk, State of 
Virginia. 

3. Your petitioner desires to change his name from FRANK ANGELO 
FIORINO to FRANK ANTHONY STURGIS, for the reason that he has 
been living with his mother all of his life, and that she is known as Mary 
Sturgis, and that it is also the desire of his step-father to have his name 
changed from FRANK ANGELO FIORINO to FRANK ANTHONY 
STURGIS. (Signed) FRANK ANGELO FIORINO. On September 23, 1952, 
STURGIS petition was granted.  



STURGIS was questioned about this name change in the course of HUNT v. 
WEBERMAN: 

Q. Did you use the name STURGIS prior to 1953? 

A. No. I always used FIORINI. 

Q. Did you use STURGIS prior to 1953? 

A. No. No; only when my name was changed because my stepfather, 
because of my stepfather, his name was Ralph Sturgis. 

Q. So in 1953, you adopted the name STURGIS legally. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And from that time forward you shifted from FIORINI to STURGIS? 

A. I only use FIORINI on legal matters. 

Q. Do you remember how old you were when your mother remarried? 

A. God. I can't remember. I believe she was married either in Carolina, or 
in Virginia. 

This petition contained numerous false statements. First, the name FIORINO instead of 
FIORINI was used. FRANK signed the document "FIORINO." FRANK was living with a 
prostitute at the time, not with his mother and father. Ralph Sturgis had either divorced 
Mary Vona, or left Mary Vona when she became involved with Hulsey and gave birth to 
his child. By the time STURGIS returned to Norfolk, Ralph Sturgis was long gone, so his 
story that he wanted to adopt his stepfathers name was totally false. STURGIS told the 
Rockefeller Commission: "Well, the reason for that was that I felt there were too many 
Fiorinis, Frank Fiorini especially. I don't know. My mother wanted me to change the 
name, really, she influenced me to change the name from FIORINI to STURGIS, 
because she had a bad situation with my father and hated the Fiorini family. So 
naturally she convinced me, I want you to change your name to STURGIS from 
FIORINI." 

On September 20, 1954, Betty Fiorini was shot in the head and killed by Lyghia 
Buckwater. The FBI described both women as prostitutes. Buckwater was sentenced on 
October 15, 1954, to 15 years in prison for second degree murder. The FBI reported:  

On instant date, Bureau agents interviewed subject's former wife, Juanita 
Fiorini Sturgis, presently remarried and known as Juanita Nelson...Nelson 
advised that she met Subject in approximately 1954 and married him at 
Norfolk, Virginia, in May 1956. Subject deserted her in March 1957, at 



which time he apparently went to Cuba to work for Castro as a mercenary. 
During the time she knew him, Subject was employed as a tavern 
manager at various bars in downtown, Norfolk, Virginia, also, Subject 
allegedly engaged in gambling activities; however no specifics known 
regarding this. Also, Subject worked for an insurance company, name 
unknown, and at Walker Realty, Norfolk, Virginia, as a real estate 
salesman. Nelson stated that the Subject had been married one time 
before; however she did not know where Subject had married his former 
wife, known to her only as Betty. Nelson said that Subject's former wife, 
Betty, was shot and killed by another woman, but did not know the exact 
location or date of this incident. Nelson stated that on one occasion prior 
to her marriage to STURGIS, she took a trip down with him to Miami, 
Florida; however she did not know what her husband did at that time. After 
their marriage in May 1956 they returned to Miami, Florida, for a trip, at 
which time Subject attended pro-Castro meetings at a convention hall on 
Flagler Street in downtown Miami. This trip was of short duration and the 
last one she took with the Subject to Miami. During the time they resided 
together, Nelson wrote several letters to various Cubans in Miami and 
Cuba for the Subject. In these letters, the Subject offered his services to 
Castro as a mercenary. Just prior to his leaving Norfolk, Virginia, for Cuba 
in March 1957, STURGIS started a check-kiting scheme so that he could 
finance his trip to Cuba. Subject was never prosecuted for this, nor did he 
ever repay the money. Nelson was not sure at which bank this scheme 
was perpetrated. Nelson stated that she divorced the Subject sometime in 
the early 1960's; however, she could not remember the date. After the 
Subject returned from Cuba, she remembers seeing him on three different 
occasions in Norfolk, Virginia. On the first occasion, Subject was still in the 
employ of Fidel Castro and was passing through Norfolk en route to New 
York City on official business for Cuba. The second time she saw him was 
in the home of James Kestner, a writer for the Virginian-Pilot and Ledger 
Star, daily newspapers in Norfolk, Virginia. Nelson thought that this 
meeting took place in 1960 and believed it was after STURGIS had left 
Castro. Nelson said she saw STURGIS one other time in Norfolk, Virginia, 
and thinks it was around 1965, however, she could give no details 
regarding this meeting. Nelson said that while the Subject was working for 
Castro she met him on two or three occasions in hotels in Washington, 
D.C. and New York City. During the last meeting in New York, STURGIS 
told Nelson he was disenchanted with Castro's activities and was thinking 
of talking to the CIA...On instant date, records of the Circuit Court, Norfolk, 
Virginia, indicated that Subject's wife, Juanita Fiorini was granted a 
divorce from Subject under the name FRANK ANTHONY FIORINI 
(STURGIS) on May 2, 1961. She was awarded a decree vinculo 
matrimonii and divorce was based on desertion. Instant date (Deleted) 
advised Subject, under name FRANK FIORINI, attended the college of 
William and Mary College at Norfolk, Virginia, as a part time student 
during the spring semester, 1954 and fall semester 1954 and 1955. 



Subject was dropped on January 24, 1955 for non-attendance. [FBI 159-
4089-474] 

CUBAN AFFAIRS 1956 

STURGIS traveled to Miami in 1956, where he met Carlos Prio Soccarras. STURGIS: "I 
had family on my mother's side living in Miami. One of my uncles lived there married a 
Cuban woman. My uncle's name was Angelo Vona. And this is how I got involved in the 
Cuban situation. She lived here in exile during the time of Fulgencio Batista. She was 
one of President Carlos Prio's people." At this time, Carlos Prio Soccarras was funding 
Fidel Castro, who allegedly had promised to restore him to the presidency, should his 
revolution against Fulgencio Batista prove successful. No one ever questioned 
STURGIS' uncle, Angelo Vona, who was allegedly married to a Cuban exile. We have 
to take his word that this was how he first became involved in anti-Batista activity. 
Former U.S. Customs agent Wallace Shanley recalled the FRANK FIORINI of the late 
1950's:  

FRANK was trying to bring arms into Santiago, Cuba. He and another 
soldier-of-fortune had gathered up a collection of this and that, without any 
clear mandate from Fidel or anybody. They didn't seem to have any real 
connection. They just wanted to get it in, and use these arms as an entré 
and so forth. They usually obtained the arms from Interarmco, but as I 
remember, it was such an assortment of gun shell type materiels, I can't 
see this as a clear shipment from Interarmco. It was an amateur effort. 
Now a young man came to me and he said, 'I am working with this guy 
named FRANK FIORINI, he's down in Cuba now. I have kinda lost my 
stomach for this business, and besides, I've fallen in love with a girl. I need 
$500, and I want to get the hell out of here and see no more of FRANK 
FIORINI.' I sent him to someone at the Cuban Consulate who was very 
skilled in security matters. He promised the kid $500. The kid gave me an 
affidavit whereupon I searched FRANK'S house and in the house I found 
what I expected - an arms cache. The Consul said, 'We nailed that guy 
FIORINI down in Santiago and we have him down there. We're kind of 
done with him. We kinda of weakened him, and we don't think he wants 
any more of it. What would you do if he came up here?' I said 'I would 
arrest him.' When he returned I gave FRANK a preliminary hearing. He 
wasn't represented, so the Commissioner asked him if he had anything to 
say. He said, 'Oh yes' and he pulled up his lose shirt and his back was a 
mass of welts. It was all colors of the rainbow. But FRANK always had this 
wonderful smile. Fidel was very much indebted to him. It was hard to get 
arms in there. 

When STURGIS returned to Norfolk from Miami, he was arrested for immoral conduct: 
cohabitation with Juanita K. Terrell. On May 11, 1956, he and Juanita K. Terrell were 
married. The family of Juanita K. Terrell was close to Carlos Prio Soccarras, and she 
had been the Subject of an FBI investigation. He met with Juanita K. Terrell in 



Washington, D.C., just before a flight to Cuba in March 1957. STURGIS told High Times 
Magazine about when he first met Fidel Castro: "It was in Miami at the Flagland 
Theater, [in 1957] where he had a meeting with the Cuban colony. One of his principal 
underground chiefs in the Miami area was the owner of the Pollack Restaurant in 
downtown Miami. So, through Mr. Pollack, who I got to know, I met Fidel. I was 
introduced and Fidel says, 'I can use people like you. With your past experience, I can 
use people like you in the revolution.' Fine, when you need me, call me, I told Fidel. In 
1957 FRANK sold his interest in the Norfolk bar he owned called The Top Hat to his 
partner, Sam Bass, and moved to Miami. 

INTERARMCO 

STURGIS obtained weapons from International Armaments Company - INTERARMCO 
- of Alexandria, Virginia. Samuel Cummings, the President of INTERARMCO had been 
associated with the CIA in Guatemala in 1954. Many of the rifles that STURGIS 
obtained from Interarmco were surplus 6.5 millimeter Mannlicher-Carcanos. STURGIS 
was asked about this coincidence. STURGIS: "I possibly could have purchased 
Mannlicher-Carcanos, if they had them, yes I could have. As a matter of fact, you are 
recalling something for me which is..." 

In 1964 the FBI speculated OSWALD'S ammunition came from four million rounds of 
6.5 millimeter ammunition that had been sold to the Marines in 1954. When the FBI 
ascertained the Marine Corps did not use this caliber, the agents conjectured that the 
Marines were merely a CIA cover used to make the purchase. HEMMING told this 
researcher: "INTERARMCO was selling tons of that shit in 1963." 

1957 TO 1958 

In late 1957 STURGIS met Pedro Diaz Lanz, then a young rebel air force pilot stationed 
in Santiago de Cuba, and established contact with the CIA at the United States 
Consulate there, and at the U.S. Embassy, Havana. In On January 28, 1958 the FBI 
generated a document about STURGIS titled: "Richard Meredith Sanderlin, Miami, 
Florida" [Allen v. DOD #04490] STURGIS was picked up in Miami for "Illegal 
Possession of Munitions of War" on July 24, 1958. [FBI 2-1499, serials 1-20] The FBI 
reported:  

On July 24, 1958, United States Customs Service raided two residences 
in Miami, Florida, and seized large quantities of rifles, machine guns, 
ammunition and dynamite. One of these residences was rented to FRANK 
STURGIS. STURGIS returned from Cuba on July 30, 1958, and on his 
arrival in Miami he was arrested by the United States Customs Service for 
violation of Federal law.  

STURGIS was charged with violations relating to the conspiracy to illegally ship arms 
from the United States. United States Customs Agent Wallace Shanley recalled:  



FRANK and I go back a long ways when he was running guns for Carlos 
Prio Soccarras. He was an interesting kid. When he first showed up on the 
surface there, I visited his house. He was going by the name of FRANK 
STURGIS 'cause his real name had a mafia twang to it. He had a lot of 
pictures of himself in boxing poses. And I thought, this kid's going to be 
interesting. He proved to be, over a long period of time. FRANK is a 
survivor. The whole problem was these hit and run attacks against Fidel. 
Castro was going to respond excessively. He had these damn missiles 
cocked and loaded. He wanted no more attacks from the United States. 
He called them invasions. Kennedy took a paralyzed oath that no more of 
that would go on. Border Patrol moved in 200 men. The FBI had its 
'tamale squad' in the area. 

On July 29, 1958, the Miami FBI generated a document about STURGIS: "26th of July 
Revolutionary Movement." (no file #) On July 30, 1958 the FBI Field Office in 
Washington, D.C., generated a Letter Head Memorandum about STURGIS. Frank 
Anthony Sturgis (true name) with aliases Frank Attila, Fred Attila, Fred Frank Fiorini 
Washington DC (no file #) On July 30, 1958 CIA generated a document about 
STURGIS. A few months later the federal charges against STURGIS were dropped and 
STURGIS never went to trial. The FBI reported:  

On March 19, 1959, Pat Moller, United States Attorney's Office, Miami, 
Florida, advised that the office contained no report regarding arrest of the 
Subject. She stated that a card file reflected that the Subject was given a 
hearing on July 30, 1958, and was released on $500.00 bond. The 
specific charge was Illegal Possession of Munitions of War. She said that 
no time for the Subject's trial had been set, and that there was no notation 
that there is a warrant outstanding against the Subject. 

 A report on STURGIS dated October 8, 1958, by the CIA, stated: "Subject is in custody 
of Cuban Army Military Intelligence Service on suspicion he acted as a 26th of July 
Movement courier between Miami and Santiago de Cuba. Details of activities in Cuba 
contained in DBF 8393, July 30, 1958." [CIA FOIA F810351D01854] On October 10, 
1958, the CIA generated an Index Card (deleted)-02765) that stated STURGIS was a 
"suspected courier for the 26th of July Revolutionary Movement, Cuba." According to 
STURGIS, CIA Agents in the American Embassy, Havana, affected his release from 
detention. 

SMUGGLING GUNS TO CUBA FROM MEXICO 

The CIA reported that on November 4, 1958,  

STURGIS left Mexico for San Francisco to meet Richardo de la Lorie and 
Pedro Diaz Lanz, Cuban rebel pilots...Called Gustavo Arcos from Yuma, 
Arizona, saying not able to locate de la Lorie. Arcos gave him de la Lorie 
phone number in Phoenix. De la Lorie, in conversation (phone) w/Silvio 



Pena on November 8, 1958, said he had reserved hotel room, Hotel 
Roosevelt, San Francisco for subject. Pena told Lorie regarding contents 
Subject's car that he took everything." [Deleted 2754, IN 25120 TDCS-
3/377,361 11.10.58]  

In December 1958 the CIA became aware that STURGIS purchased a Curtis C-46 for 
$85,000 from Aerovias Sud Americano with a certified check drawn against the First 
National Bank, Phoenix, Arizona, on or about November 7, 1958. FBI documents 
concerning this purchase were heavily deleted [FBI 2-1499-34; FBI 2-1499 NR 176 
12.10.58] probably because the information originated with the CIA. On November 7, 
1958, the FBI Miami generated a report on STURGIS 2 - 192 (field) and 2-1499 
(Bureau). On November 15, 1956, FIORINI filed a Declaration of Temporary Sojourn 
with the Collector of Customs, El Paso, Texas. On or about November 13, 1958, the C-
46 left the United States. On November 25, 1958, the Mexican newspaper Excelsior 
reported 11 persons were arrested on November 20, 1958: "A news clipping from the 
Mexico City daily newspaper, Excelsior, of November 25, 1958, entitled "Actions 
Against Cuban Rebels at Apatzingan - Judicial Action at Morelia Against the Eleven 
Smugglers," reported that 11 persons had been arrested at Uruapan at dawn on 
November 20, 1956 when they were discovered endeavoring to send arms to the rebels 
of Fidel Castro in Cuba." The article listed the following as having been arrested: Jose 
Martinez Machados, Enio Leyva Fuentes, Manuel Carbowell Duque, Orlando Ventura 
Reyes, Pedro Luis Diaz Saenz, FRANK FIORINI, Manuel Hernadez Turro, Gustavo 
Arcos Dercles, Jose Alberto Mendez, Isaldo E. Rodriguez Lopez, Armando Franco 
Maynez, and Roberto Willarte. The article concluded by stating that FRANK FIORINI 
"the pilot of the plane" and Pedro Diaz Lanz had requested permission to be interviewed 
with an attorney present and that this request had been granted. The CIA reported: 
"One FRANK FIORINI arrived in Mexico City by car with Richardo de la Lorie and Pedro 
Diaz Lanz, Cuban Rebel pilots. November 25, 1958. Subject was arrested in 
Michoeacan, Mexico." [TDCS-3/376,555; TDCS-3/379,043] The CIA noted "FRANK 
FIORINI (American) was released by Mexican authorities c/a December 5, 1958, but 
must report regularly to Mexi authorities until case is dismissed. [TDCS-3/380,304] 
Pedro Diaz Lanz had been smuggling materiel to Fidel Castro since 1957. Wallace 
Shanley stated:  

Alan, just the feeling for the man and the situation: FRANK was doing 
something clandestine. FRANK did no snitching during 1957 to 1959. The 
place to do that, and get money for that, was the Cuban Consul, Eddie 
Hernandez. Not the FBI. The FBI had little money. Eddie would have laid 
some real money on you. He was not snitching on Fidel. Afterwards, when 
we head into the complex game of the CIA, FBI and everybody else, 
FRANK played all the different parts. 

By the end of 1958, STURGIS had won the trust of Fidel Castro: "I'd go buy guns and 
equipment. I'd package them up, bring them to the air field, load them on the plane, run 
over and back to Cuba. I had to do all these things myself, personally, in order to get 
close to him. I had to show him that I had the intelligence to get him equipment that he 



needed very badly. I spoke to him while I was in Mexico, over one of the clandestine 
radio transmitters we had in Ecuador that would transmit directly to Cuba. And I knew 
him. The things I did to get close to that man. I got very friendly with him...I infiltrated the 
26th of July Movement. Nobody knew that. That's why Fidel said I was the most 
dangerous agent the CIA ever had. Because he found out." Due to the efforts of Pedro 
Diaz Lanz, STURGIS rose from captain to first deputy commander in the Cuban rebel 
air force. 

KEEPING THE FEDS BUSY 

September 23, 1958 with aliases Frank Fiorini, Fred Frank Fiorini, Frank 
Attila, Fred Attile, Frank Campbell Miami Florida (no file #) 
November 7, 1958 Frank Anthony Sturgis Miami Florida File no 2-192 
(field) 2-1499 (bureau) 
February 2, 1959 Frank Anthony Sturgis Miami Florida File no 2-192 (field) 
2-1499 (bureau) 
April 6, 1959 Frank Anthony Sturgis Miami Florida File no 2-192 (field) 2-
1499 (bureau) 
April 7, 1959 Frank Anthony Sturgis Saint Louis Missouri File no 97-109 
(field) 2-1499 (bureau) 
April 13, 1959 Frank Anthony Sturgis Norfolk Virginia File no 97-13 (field) 
2-1499 (bureau) 

STURGIS described how in January 1959, he "came down from the mountains and 
went to Havana and talked to my old friend, Pedro Diaz Lanz, who became Chief of the 
[Cuban] Air Force. Now he's Commander Pedro Diaz Lanz and I had him appoint me 
Security Director and Intelligence Director of the Cuban Air Force. I also recruited a 
number of people in Havana for intelligence..." On January 6, 1959 the Director of the 
CIA received this message from the CIA Station in Havana: 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE 
 

323 DMCL/LSB/LSB/ File 201-242256 
TO: Director 
FROM: (Deleted) 
ACTION: WH 6 
INFO: COP, FI, FI/OPS, S/C 2 
To Dir. Info. Havana Cite (Deleted) 335 
RE: (Deleted) 334 (IN 44099) 
OPERATIONAL 
(Deleted) will try to develop FIORINI. 
 

On January 7, 1959 the Director of the CIA received this message from the CIA Station 
in Havana: 

 
 



CLASSIFIED MESSAGE 
 

362/GHS/CG File Number 201-242256 
Date: January 6, 1959 
To: Director 
From: (Deleted) 
Action: WH 6 
Info: COP, CI, CI/OPS, FI, FI/OPS, S/C 2 
PRITY DIR HAVANA CITE (Deleted) 337 
REF: (Deleted) 334 (IN 44099) and 335 (IN 44124). 

OPERATIONAL 

1. FRANK FIORINI of Norfolk, Virginia claims was chief 26 July arms 
buyer Miami. Arrested and booked there for rebel activities. Claims has 
confidence, friendship Fidel Castro and other top commanders. Personal 
friend Pedro Luis Diaz Lanz chief, rebel air force. Says latter wants to 
make him unofficial civilian advisor to general staff new army. Claims 
present position in chief training officer. January 7, 1959 flying to 
Guantanamo to discuss training plans with Raul Castro who there 
inspecting area. 

2. Subject willing to cooperate 100 percent supplying info. Hesitant 
however continue on and reveal all for fear loss American citizenship. 

3. Known background is Subject made several trips to the Sierras. July 
1958 arrested imprisoned SACU by SIM and taken to Havana. Possible 
he may lose value to rebels but believe worthwhile KUBARK endorse his 
staying on. 

4. Cable priority answer. 

C/S Comment: Will try develop FIORINI. 

CIA Headquarters replied: "Base should deal with FIORINI under strict Consular cover 
STURGIS was in contact with the Central Intelligence Agency in 1959, just as he told 
the Rockefeller Commission. The CIA withheld the names of the personnel he was in 
contact will nor has the CIA released any reports based on information furnished by 
STURGIS. On July 25, 1958 Customs Agent Wallace Shanley confiscated an arms 
cache belong to Cuban Revolutionary exiles: 
 

Shanley stated that a packaging operation apparently was carried on and 
that he estimated there were 50,000 rounds of ammunition and 250 guns, 
130 rifles, 10 hand grenades and some dynamite. He said Richard 
Meredith Sanderlin, also know as Rex, had been arrested in connection 
with the above ammunition and that one of the persons who rented one of 



the above residences was Frank A. Sturgis also known as Frank 
Campbell. Shanley said Sturgis and Sanderlin were Marine Corp veterans 
who had connections with the action group of the July 26 revolutionary 
movement in Miami. 

 
STURGIS COMMANDS THE FIRING SQUAD AT SAN JUAN HILL 

On January 7, 1959, an Associated Press article appeared in the Norfolk, Virginia, 
Ledger Dispatch, a general circulation daily, regarding former Norfolk resident FRANK 
STURGIS. The article listed STURGIS' wife as Juanita Sturgis, Fairfax Hotel, Norfolk. 
His parents were listed as divorced Angelo Fiorino and Mary Sturgis, who lived in the 
same apartment house, Bank Street, Norfolk. Another article in the Ledger Dispatch 
reflected that STURGIS was a frequent visitor to a clinic where another Norfolk man, 
Richard Meredith Sanderlin, who had been hospitalized after being wounded fighting for 
Castro, was recovering. On January 8, 1959 (Deleted) INS, Norfolk, advised that 
"according to Section 349, Immigration and Nationality Act, Sub Paragraph 3, both 
STURGIS and SANDERLIN lose their American citizenship automatically, upon 
recognition of new Cuban Government by United States, which recognition was 
accomplished on January 7, 1959." [FBI 2-1499-14] On January 13, 1959, STURGIS, 
the CIA reported, was "under investigation probably registration act violations." [DIR-
80002 OUT-61839 1.13.59] The CIA reported on January 14, 1959,  

2. Rebels plan recruit 3,000 men to make up for those wishing separation 
and to fill positions in Army. Source (Deleted). (Deleted) reports 
separation staging and training camp established old Army firing range, 
San Juan Hill, Vista Allegro section. FRANK FIORINI in charge. (Deleted) 
appr 3 informed 4:00 p.m. at this camp. People this area report almost 
daily arrival new recruits from countryside." [CIA DOO2068]  

On January 15, 1959, the wire services carried a story that STURGIS, previously 
believed dead, was in Cuba. Evidence of this was a photograph of STURGIS standing 
on a mass grave of 59 of Rolando Masferrer's Tigres, machine gun in hand. The 
photograph gave the impression he had just massacred the Tigres in their stronghold of 
San Juan, Santiago de Cuba. Another CIA document stated: "Subject claims he is 
under orders of Raoul Castro and awaiting orders to begin training 1,000 militia 
members in SACU (Santiago, Cuba) area. Source (deleted) Appr 2. FC: Number may 
be exaggerated." [TDCS 3/383,32 1.6.59] Another document stated: "In charge of a 
separation center, training camp and staging area SACU area." [TDCS 3/384,56 
1.15.59] On January 20, 1959, Vice Consul Bernard Femminella of the U.S. Consulate, 
Santiago De Cuba, advised that he was informed that an individual known as FRANK 
FIORINI was with the revolutionary forces in the vicinity of Santiago De Cuba. On 
January 30, 1959, the CIA received information STURGIS  

had a falling out with Raoul Castro over incorporating Army officers in the 
training program. Reportedly left SACU for Havana, where he is working 
with Air Force Chief.  



On January 30, 1959, the Legat, Mexico City sent a highly deleted cable to the Director 
of the FBI.  

Subject: CHANGED (Deleted) IS - CUBA. ReBulets to Miami dated 
November 20, 1958, and December 5, 1959, in captioned matter; also 
Mexico letter to the Bureau dated January 26, 1959, in case entitled 
FRANK ANTHONY STURGIS aka -RA. The title of this case has been 
marked CHANGED to reflect the addition of the maternal surname of the 
subject (Deleted) Available details concerning these arrest were set forth 
in my letter of January 26, 1959, in the STURGIS case. The information is 
as follows. [page deleted 2-1499 NR 1.30.59] 

STURGIS was the commander of the camp in San Juan, Santiago Province, Cuba, 
where the 59 men were killed. He gave the order to the firing squad. STURGIS claimed 
he needed permission to allow St. George to photograph a mass execution. STURGIS 
did not need permission to do anything at the base since he was the highest ranking 
officer there. St. George arrived too late, so STURGIS posed on the grave of the men 
he had sent to their death. This act of mass murder, and STURGIS' early gun running 
activity, was why Fidel Castro trusted him. STURGIS could never have admitted to 
ordering or approving this mass execution - not with the relatives of the victims living in 
Miami. This photograph linked STURGIS indelibly with Fidel Castro's revolution. It also 
linked the 26th of July Movement with mass murder. 

STURGIS' CIA CONNECTIONS IN CUBA IN 1959 

STURGIS told the Rockefeller Commission:  

Well, when I was on my way the first ten days of the revolution was over 
with I told (deleted) that I was on my way to Havana and he suggested 
that I contact Colonel Nichols and a Major Van Horne. 

Both of these men were at the American Embassy. STURGIS continued: 

 And I believe (deleted) was at the (deleted) at that time, in 1959. And he 
was a CIA agent. (Deleted) was also there, the CIA. And I believe that he 
was Station Chief at the Agency. Contacting Colonel Nichols I was asked 
to recruit military people, and so forth. And through the recruiting of agents 
for the Embassy, many of them, naturally, recruited by me, had contact 
with me, and they said, 'Well, I am in touch with (deleted), or I am in touch 
with (deleted)' and so forth. In the close circle you know who is who, like I 
was trying to explain to the gentleman here. An agent doesn't come out 
and say 'I am a CIA agent.' You don't do those things...I am not sure sir 
whether I met Major Van Horne, and I am not sure that I met (deleted) and 
I am not sure I met (deleted). There is a great possibility that I did...The 
regular army was being disbanded, the weapons were being taken away 
from them. And Fidel needed time in order to get this raggidy muffin rebel 



force that he had, with no shoes, and so forth. I was in charge of the 
military police for the Air Force.  

STURGIS AND DAVID ATLEE PHILLIPS: 1959 

During his HUNT v. WEBERMAN deposition STURGIS was asked about PHILLIPS. 
STURGIS: "See, DAVID PHILLIPS - let me go back to DAVID PHILLIPS -- he worked in 
Havana. I am not sure whether I ever met him or not, because he was the man that I 
would be in touch with; but there is the possibility that he man have ran across me in the 
embassy and I didn't know who he was." From 1955 to 1957 PHILLIPS served as a CIA 
undercover agent in Cuba and Lebanon. On April 1, 1955, PHILLIPS accepted an 
appointment with the CIA as a Staff Employee at $9,600 a year. On February 7, 1956, 
he became a Staff Agent. On January 12, 1958, his pay was raised to $11,835 per year. 
On August 19, 1958, he became a contract agent at $7,200 per year. His term ended on 
March 13, 1960. Since that date PHILLIPS was a Staff Employee of the CIA. [Memo: To 
Chief, Contract Personnel Division Attention (Deleted) From Compensation and Tax 
Division, Office of Finance 6.16.66] From 1958 to 1961 PHILLIPS ran a public relations 
firm, DAVID A. PHILLIPS Associates, in Havana, Cuba. PHILLIPS was questioned 
about his relationship with STURGIS in Havana: 

Q. Was FRANK FIORINI STURGIS working with you at the time [Havana 
1959 to 1961]? 

A. Never worked with me. And as far as I know, and I think I am in a 
position to know, never worked with the CIA. 

Q. In a previous deposition Mr. STURGIS indicated he had done some 
work for you in Cuba in the early 1960's. Do you know why he would make 
that statement? 

A. Yes. It's quite possible because of the fact that during the period which 
led up to the Bay of Pigs, I was responsible for all sorts of different 
operations which involved a group perhaps. And if the group were large, 
perhaps someone would say, uh-huh, this is PHILLIPS that I was working 
for. I don't recall having worked - 

Q. (Interposing) On a one-on-one basis? 

A. I might very well. I met a lot of people. I certainly don't recall. 

Q. Did HUNT work with STURGIS during Bay of Pigs? 

A. If they were I did not know about it. As a matter of fact, based on my 
experience in the CIA which had a long experience in Cuban and Latin 
American affairs, it's my belief that Mr. STURGIS never worked for the 
CIA. 



Q. Okay. But you -- 

A. (Interposing) I am not saying he didn't know Mr. HUNT and might have 
worked with Mr. HUNT.  

Q. Okay. But as far as your personal knowledge is concerned, you don't 
know --  

A. (Interposing) Well, it is far beyond my personal knowledge. On many, 
many, occasions when I was CIA Chief of Latin American Operations at 
CIA, it was my job to answer inquiries from Congress, and people like that, 
about the affiliation of STURGIS - was he also FRANK FIORINI? Yes - his 
connections with the Agency. And I recall quite vividly that the answer 
always came up that he had not been on our payroll. 

STURGIS also knew the Press Attaché at the U.S. Embassy, Paul Bethel, Time 
correspondent Jay Mallin, and Military Attaché Sam Kail. HEMMING told the HSCA that 
Sam Kail had trained Batista's troops, and was connected with the Bureau for 
Suppression of Communism. HEMMING stated Paul Bethel introduced him to PHILLIPS 
in Cuba and in the United States. When STURGIS testified before the Rockefeller 
Commission he named several men who were his CIA contacts. Certain names were 
deleted. These might have been Ross Crozier and Sam Kail. He probably did not 
mention PHILLIPS. PHILLIPS reports generated in January 1959 would be helpful in 
determining if a relationship existed between the two men. STURGIS:  

Going back to the first week of the revolution in Santiago, I saved the life 
of a man by the name of Stretch Rubin...I took Stretch Rubin away from 
some rebel soldiers who wanted to shoot him. He had a bag of money on 
him...he was like a collector for the outfit...Later on I found out that he 
worked for Norman Rothman. 

During his deposition in HUNT v. WEBERMAN STURGIS was asked if he had contact 
with Rothman in the United States: A. Well, I ran across him on the Beach with my 
Cuban friends. "Hello," "Goodbye," "Have drink" and then leave. That's it. 

STURGIS: SUPERINTENDENT OF GAMES OF CHANCE 

STURGIS told Michael Canfield:  

The woman who was in charge of gambling, Pastora Nunez, was up in the 
mountains with me. It came under her Ministry. Fidel, one day at the Prime 
Minister's office, asked me if I would help Pastora Nunez with the 
gambling casinos. I told him yes, which of course, was a short time, 
because I had all these other jobs, and I was involved with all this 
intelligence work. I was in touch with all the Havana casino operators. I 
knew, I met, SANTOS TRAFFICANTE, I met the Lansky brothers, I met 



Charlie 'the Blade' Tourine. [born March 26, 1906] I knew Dominick 
Bartone [CIA 201-269887] and Dino Cellini. I met Errol Flynn. Heh, heh. I 
met a lot of movie actors there. I had an office where I would issue casino 
licenses...that's where I got to meet many of the gaming house 
operators...Fidel ordered me to close the casinos for ten days. The owners 
knew he was planning to shut them down permanently. They were mad. 
Those casinos were worth $100 million a year to the national crime 
syndicate. Every important mob boss in the United States had points [a 
percentage] in the Cuban casinos. Each point was worth 30 to 100 grand. 
Meyer Lansky and TRAFFICANTE were the top men in Cuban gambling. 
Meyer Lansky had direct business dealings with Batista. TRAFFICANTE 
was in partnership with Norman Rothman. He had several casinos, 
including the Sans Souci. I met Mike McLaney there. He was in charge of 
the Casino Nacional.  

STURGIS told the Rockefeller Commission:  

Stretch Rubin introduced me to Jake Lansky...McLaney, I believe he was 
operating the National Hotel gambling casino. TRAFFICANTE Jr...At one 
time Fidel personally told me, FRANK, I am going to run all of these 
American gangsters out of Cuba...I am going to put them all in jail if 
possible...I didn't tell them at that time, at the beginning that Fidel was 
going to get rid of them. What I did do was make my inspection of all the 
casinos that came under my jurisdiction at the time, and advise them of 
the new laws that were being put into law, advise them of the tax stamps 
that had to go each piece of equipment. 

An FBI document confirmed: "In 1959 FRANK FIORINI was a government inspector of 
gambling at the Tropicana Night Club, Havana, Cuba." 

THE MOB CONTRACT ON FIDEL CASTRO - NO GREEN LIGHT 

Paul Meskil reported: "STURGIS was on friendly terms with several gambling 
racketeers, including Hyman Levine, a Lansky mobster who ran Havana's Comodoro 
casino. One evening, during a casual conversation, Levine observed that it would be 
'worth a million' to the syndicate to get rid of Castro. STURGIS didn't rise to this bait and 
Levine changed the subject." In early 1959 STURGIS said that Charlie Tourine 
approached him and offered him one million dollars to assist the mob in killing Fidel 
Castro. Meyer Lansky had put out the contract on Castro. Meyer Lansky had left 
Havana shortly after Fulgencio Batista departed. Norman Rothman was to act as the 
go-between. Nevertheless, STURGIS still lacked the go-ahead from his contacts at the 
American Embassy, and discussed this with TRAFFICANTE, Charlie Tourine and John 
Rosselli. In February 1959, two squads of assassins waited for STURGIS to get the 
"green light" from the CIA before dispatching them. STURGIS told Paul Meskil:  



The first discussion of assassination with my CIA contacts was in 
February 1959. I was making reports on all the Communist activity in the 
military. I suggested that this would be a good time to assassinate Fidel. I 
said I would organize it and follow through. I would arrange an important 
conference at Campo Libertad. All the top commanders would come to the 
base in their jeeps and cars. I was going to station gunners on the roofs, 
set up a crossfire. I would have wiped out Fidel, his brother Raul, and all 
the top military commanders in 30 seconds. I asked my contact in the 
Embassy to get a green light on this. Whether this was to come from the 
top level in Washington or from a lower level I don't know. The whole idea 
was to kill all of them at once. Unfortunately if some of the anti-Communist 
officers were in there at the same time, they would have to go too. The 
lives of some of the anti-Communist commanders would have to be 
sacrificed in order to get Castro and his crew. 

STURGIS told Canfield:  

When I was in Cuba there, I told my CIA contact, I said, look, pass the 
word upstairs, 'You want me to kill Fidel?' I'll kill him if he comes to the Air 
Force base. I'm here in control of the military police, of the security of all 
the Air Force bases in Cuba. I said, 'If he comes here with Ché, if he 
comes there with all the top military people, with many of the ministers, I 
can kill him in two minutes. If you people want it done, I will do it with my 
people...and I'll just wipe the whole three jeeps right out, just taking two 
minutes to do it. Or, if you want me to do it inside the base. But I am in a 
position to do it, see. Because I was very close with Fidel.  

The green light for the assassination was never given. STURGIS told the Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin:  

They wanted to know what my plan was and I said I would station my men 
on the rooftops of a billet near the entrance to the base and delay Castro's 
car as it entered. Then I was going to take off my cap as a signal to my 
men and they would have opened fire on him with machine guns. Well, 
they wanted to know how many innocent people I would have to kill and I 
said, 'Who cares?' [Phil. Evening Bulletin 6.17.76] 

STURGIS told the Rockefeller Commission:  

My excuse was for the protection of the entourage, Fidel and the military 
commanders that he had with him, he had a hometown bunch with 
him...This information was given to the American Embassy. I again did 
these exercises to try to get a diversion that if I would get the nod to do the 
execution, that I would have some means of diversionary tactics to draw 
attention away from the people who did the execution...I would say about 
six weeks after the revolution was over with there was a great deal of 



discontent among many of the top ranking military officers...we all 
discussed the assassination then...They were split on the idea of 
assassinating them. So they asked my opinion. And I told them 'Well, in 
war, innocent people do get killed.' Nichols told me to standby." The 
second plan "came in the last part of February, if I am not mistaken. 
Things came to a fever pitch. Even the American Government, through 
other agents inside of Cuba, in the military and so forth, were getting a lot 
of information about Communist activity. 

CAMELLO CIENFUEGOS 

STURGIS claimed he recruited Commander Camello Cienfuegos on behalf of Colonel 
Nichols. Camello Cienfuegos gave him enough information "that one night when I broke 
into the Chief of the Army headquarters -- he was Chief of the Army. I broke into their 
files and I did photograph and steal documents. I turned them over to Colonel Nichols." 
On February 2, 1959 the FBI Miami generated a report on STURGIS 2 - 192 (field) and 
2-1499 (Bureau). An FBI report entitled Richard Meredith Sanderlin was generated on 
February 12, 1959, at Miami. [FBI 105-1643] On February 27, 1959, a document was 
generated by the FBI in Norfolk, Virginia, about STURGIS. [FBI 97-13 Field] 2-1499 
(bureau) 

THE PANAMANIAN INVASION: FEBRUARY 1959 

In February 1959 HEMMING, William Morgan and STURGIS secretly marshaled a 
invasion of Panama. STURGIS: "Morgan said he was preparing an invasion of 
Panama...he wanted me to be second in command." STURGIS told Paul Meskil:  

Major Morgan spoke to me confidentially. He said he was preparing an 
invasion of Panama and the Canal Zone. He wanted me to be second in 
command of the expedition. I told him I was interested but not in a 
leadership position. I said, 'Bill you got to be crazy, the American 
Government's got a military force there. You're willing to go against your 
own country? He said, 'Hell, the U.S. never did anything for me.' The 
conspirators planned to overthrow the Panamanian Government and close 
the canal. They were going to send a ship, loaded with explosives, 
through the canal locks. They were going to blow up and sink the ship 
somewhere near the locks, so that the gates and locks would be 
destroyed. Morgan figured it would tie up the canal for at least two 
months. He was all set to go. He had the men, guns, ships, planes, 
everything. I contacted the American Embassy in Havana and notified the 
CIA agent in charge. I took Colonel Erickson Nichols to the airbase and 
showed him the camouflaged planes that were to be used for the invasion 
and I named all the people who were involved in the conspiracy. 

Those names included Margot Fonteyn, who was married to Roberto Arias, former 
Panamanian ambassador to Britain and son of a former president of Panama. The 



invasion was supposed to take place while Castro was visiting the United States. Pedro 
Diaz Lanz set up Camp Columbia, a training camp on the outskirts of Havana. Miro 
Cardona, a Panamanian national, called for the invasion. On March 3, 1959, the CIA 
received information that Miro Cardona "confirmed the fact that a group is ready to 
leave Cuba during the week." Roberto Arias rented a yacht and deposited an arms 
cache somewhere in the Pacific Ocean. On March 11, 1959, the CIA received 
information that the group intended to invade Panama. 

STURGIS additionally expatriated himself by accepting an appointment on March 23, 
1959, in the Cuban Air Force as a liaison officer with the United States Air Force in 
Cuba. The CIA reported: "Letter of March 23, 1959, reported Subject was appointed 
liaison officer between Cuban Air Force and United States; in March 1959 Subject 
stated to a Consular Officer that he was serving as chief security officer, Cuban Air 
Force, liaison officer, Cuban Air Force, and Cuban Government Inspector for gambling." 
[FS Telegram 1675; Havana 1.18.60] STURGIS: "Well the situation was getting very hot 
there. And I had to request from the Chief of the Air Force a document naming me as a 
go between liaison officer between the Cuban Air Force and the American Embassy. 
This was cover for me being in touch with American officials and the American 
Embassy." STURGIS presented a proclamation signed by Pedro Diaz Lanz to the 
American Embassy, Havana. An FBI report about STURGIS was generated on March 
25, 1959, at Norfolk, Virginia. Subject: Richard Meredith Sanderlin [97-100 Field, 2-1499 
(Bureau)] STURGIS visited the Miami FBI Office on March 31, 1959. During an 
interview with Bureau representatives, STURGIS described himself as a captain in the 
Cuban Armed Forces and exhibited documents to this effect which he described as 
credentials. [FBI 2-149941] The titles and contents of two of these reports were 
withheld.  

An FBI report on STURGIS was generated on April 6, 1959, at Miami, Florida. On April 
7, 1959, STURGIS was of interest to the St. Louis, Missouri, FBI Office. [Field 97-109] 
The Norfolk, Virginia, FBI Office filed a report on STURGIS dated April 13, 1959. [Field 
97-13] On April 18, 1959, a ship carrying 35 of "Morgan's Raiders" sailed from Cuba 
toward Panama. On April 18, 1959, after receiving a report that the invasion ship had 
left from a port under William Morgan's control, the Panamanian Government order 
Arias' arrest. Panamanian authorities found that John Wayne had deposited $525,000 in 
Arias' bank account between November 19, 1957 and April 5, 1959. John Wayne said 
he was partners with Arias in a shrimp-exporting business. Six days later the crew 
landed and were taken into custody by Panamanian authorities. STURGIS associate 
Alexander Rorke was waiting to rendezvous with the group. STURGIS and William 
Morgan were arrested in Cuba. William Morgan was soon released. STURGIS stated:  

In June 1959, the Cuban Intelligence did receive information that I was 
spying and the Second Chief of Cuban Intelligence -- who is my friend to 
this day -- asked to speak with me across the street from the Havana 
Hilton at night time, and told me to leave the country immediately because 
I was going to be placed under arrest for spying against, being a traitor, 
and this was the Second Chief of Cuban Intelligence. 



The Panamanian "invasion," such as it was, was a provocation that took Fidel Castro by 
surprise; he was obliged to publicly dissociate himself from it. HEMMING told this 
researcher:  

The Panama thing went bad in the latter part of February 1959 and 
everyone was on their guard. This wasn't sanctioned by Fidel, it wasn't 
sanctioned by anybody. And none of the assholes that went on this 
invasion were rebels, they hadn't been in the mountains, they all had short 
hair. The guy that organized the Panama invasion was William Pawley. He 
suckered John Wayne's people and everybody into the thing. Pawley met 
him when they were making a movie about the Flying Tigers. 

PEDRO DIAZ LANZ 

In early June 1959, Fidel Castro fired 25 of his top Rebel Air Force 
officers, including Pedro Diaz Lanz. Pedro Diaz Lanz said he had a 
dispute with Fidel Castro that month over Communist infiltration of the 
Cuban Armed Services. An order went out to eliminate Pedro Diaz 
Lanz. Fidel Castro suspected him of having sabotaged a plane which 
crashed with Raoul Castro aboard. In 1977 Pedro Diaz Lanz told HSCA 

investigator Gaeton Fonzi that Fidel Castro had assassinated two of his brothers, one 
an artist who was apolitical, and the other an invalid. 

On June 17, 1959, the FBI sent this memo to its Miami Field Office  

Office Memorandum United States Government 
To Director, FBI (2-1499) 
From; SAC Miami (2-192) 
Subject: Frank Anthony Sturgis aka Frank Fiorini 
IS-Cuba- RA 

ReBulet to MM, captioned as above, dated June 5, 1959, instructing 
Miami to furnish information regarding activities of Subject [STURGIS] and 
recommendation for approach to him. 

On April 7, 1959 MM (deleted)-S advised SA George E. Davis, Jr. that 
Fiorini is a Captain in the Cuban Air Force, and that Raul Castro, Chief of 
the Department of Defense of Cuba was believe to be investigating 
FIORINI for anti-Communist sympathies. (134-(deleted) Sub A-139) 

On May 6, 1959 PSI (deleted Howard Kenneth Davis) (protect) stated that 
FRANK FIORINI had until recently, been serving as liason man by the 
FAR (Cuban Air Force) and U.S. Embassy in Havana, Cuba. The 
Embassy notified him, however, that he might lose his United States 
citizenship and that he had to decide between the United States and 
Cuba. FIORINI thereupon decided to remain in Miami in order to retain his 



United States citizenship. He is now conducting investigations for FAR but 
not for FAR intelligence. These investigations relate to individuals 
suspected of smuggling guns into Cuba, smuggling people out of Cuba 
and related matters. MM (deleted)-S said FIORINI is living at the Ankers 
Motel, Miami Beach, Florida. (134 (deleted) Sub A-144) 

On May 26, 1959, MM (deleted) S advised SA DAVIS that FRANK 
FIORINI wants to become a public relations man as a "cover" for his 
activities as an investigator. (134-(deleted) Sub A-146.), 
 
By letter dated October 22, 1958, from J. WALTER YEAGLEY, Acting 
Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security Division, Department of 
Justice, to 
the Director, FBI, and captioned, "FRANK ANTHONY STURGIS; RA", it 
was concluded that from information contained in the report of SA 
ROBERT JAMES DWYER dated September 23, 1958, at Miami, same 
caption, that "The subject had acted within the United States as an agent 
of a foreign principal so as to require his registration under the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act of 1938 as amended. Accordingly, this Division is 
soliciting the subject's registration under the Act and you will be advised 
as to the outcome of our efforts in this regard." 
 
On April 13, 1959, Mrs. RUTH BRADY, Registration Section, Internal 
Security Division, United States Department of Justice, advised SA 
DONALD HOTEING that her records failed to reflect that subject is 
registered as a foreign agent of a foreign principal. On June 9, 1959, J. A. 
TURNER and EMIT PHILLIPS, Investigators, Lmmigration and 
Naturalization Service, Miami, Florida, advised SA WILLIAM A. 
WRIGHTMAN that that office had no current information regarding or 
interest in the subject. 
 
On June 9, 1959, WALLACE SHANLEY, Investigator, United States 
Customs Service, Miami, advised SA WIGHTMAN that his office had no 
pending investigation regarding subject and was in possession of no 
information not previously disseminated to the Miami Office. 
 
Past investigation of subject indicates he is an opportunist who will seize 
upon any situation whereby his own personal gain or self-glorification can 
be furthered. He has become involved with highly placed figures in the 
present Cuban Government for these reasons and not, as he has stated in 
the past, in an effort to assist the United States Government. 
 
FIORINI has made no effort whatsoever to cooperate with the FBI on an 
operational level, his "cooperation" in the past having been for the sole 
purpose of attempting to avoid prosecution by the Federal Government. 
FIORINI's record gives no indication that he is reliable or trustworthy. 



Accordingly, no approach to FIORINI is being made by the Miami Office 
since it is likely that such an approach would result in embarrassment for 
the Bureau. 
 
Inasmuch as the Miami Office is not in receipt of a reply from the Internal 
Security Division regarding the letter of October 22, 1958, it is requested 
that the Bureau contact the Internal Security Division for an opinion 
regarding subject's status within the purview of the Registration Act. 
 
By airtel dated June 8, 1959, captioned, "CUBAN FAIR FORCE, FPM - 
CUBA", the Bureau was requested to re-contact the State Department 
regarding FIORINI for a current determination as to his possible 
registration and status regarding the Cuban Government. [FBI-2-1499-29]  
 

Date: July 6, 1959 
To: Office of Security, Department of State 
From: John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Subject: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS – CUBA 
              INTERNAL SECURITY – CUBA 
 

On June 26, 1959 a source who is in a position to furnish reliable 
information advised that Frank Fiorini, a captain in the Cuban armed 
forces, had returned to the United States on June 25, 1959. Fiorini 
advised the source that five East Germans were momentarily expected by 
the Cuban Government to assist the Cuban military forces in some 
manner, most likely as instructors. 

 

FRANK STURGIS returned to the United States from Cuba on June 25, 1959. 
STURGIS told the Rockefeller Commission that he flew a plane that was registered in 
his name to Miami. At first, STURGIS and his wife were living in Norfolk, Virginia. He 
spent much of his time in Washington, D.C., trying to renew his pilot's license and nullify 
the cancellation of the registration of the B-25 bomber he had left Cuba in. On July 1, 
1959, STURGIS claimed he went into Cuba and carried out the exfiltration of Pedro 
Diaz Lanz, despite a shoot-on-sight order issued by Fidel Castro. The CIA claimed it 
"clandestinely exfiltrated Pedro Diaz Lanz from Cuba." Wallace Shanley recalled: 
"Before Pedro Diaz Lanz left he took over Radio Havana for an hour. A car was waiting, 
and they beat it out of there." Pedro Diaz Lanz appeared on national television, then 
traveled to Washington and testified before the Senate Internal Security Sub-
Committee. Wallace Shanley stated that Pedro Diaz Lanz supplied him with copies of 
Fidel Castro's letters of credit, ordering strategic items from the Soviet Union through 
the Bank of Nova Scotia, Canada. Wallace Shanley recalled:  

Lanz was a high class guy. Of all the people I've met of the Cuban 
persuasion, he is the finest one. He was very pro-American, but he was 
also pro-Cuban. He wanted very much to believe that Fidel was the 



answer. Fidel was the answer, he was the blessing of that country, it 
needed one during Batista's day. Cuba was victimized by American 
capitalism. It was one big Texas border town. No housing, schools or 
hospitals. Tin shacks. Pedro thought: 'They got rid of the capitalists, and 
Fidel was giving Cuba a tremendous leap forward.' In this respect, one 
day, there was an airstrip in Fort Lauderdale called Prospect Hills. It 
wasn't used much, it was an auxiliary field during the second World War. It 
was now a pumping station. Well, when a meter reader went out there and 
discovered Lanz's Lodstar being loaded with arms, he reported it to me. I 
soon located the aircraft, empty, in West Palm beach. I didn't have a case. 
Pedro was there. He had $200,000 in $100 bills in a paper bag. He offered 
me the money and asked me not to seize his plane. He said, 'We have to 
use people like FIORINI to get it registered in America. That's the hard 
part of it.’  

In the fall of 1959 the State Department was about to honor Cuba's request for the 
extradition of Pedro Diaz Lanz. Pedro Diaz Lanz was viewed by many liberals as a 
traitor and a criminal. HUNT wrote that the attacks against him "recalled liberal attacks 
on Senator Joe McCarthy." After Pedro Diaz Lanz was re-subpoenaed by the Senate 
Internal Security Committee, the extradition proceedings were dropped. 

HUNT AND LANZ 

HUNT gave Pedro Diaz Lanz a job as a pilot with the Cuban Revolutionary Front, 
despite the objections of the State Department. The State Department considered 
Pedro Diaz Lanz an "unstable reactionary." In Give Us This Day HUNT wrote: "I saw a 
haggard unshaven young man in a flying jacket...his eyes burned in his gaunt face. I 
told him I admired his exploits. He and his friends had contributed some funds as a 
down payment on an old B-25. DAVID PHILLIPS underwrote a loan of $4,000 for an 
overhaul." STURGIS told the Rockefeller Commission: "E. HOWARD HUNT gave X 
amount of thousands of dollars to, at least okayed this money for the B-25 bomber to be 
repaired and then readied in condition for any operations inside of Cuba." When 
questioned under oath, Pedro Diaz Lanz denied he met HOWARD HUNT. [Lanz Depo. 
HUNT v. WEBERMAN] Evidence existed that Diaz Lanz was over-hauling an aircraft at 
this time. On January 9, 1961, the CIA noted:  

1. The alleged $2,800 payment is presumed to be part of the money given 
to Pedro Diaz Lanz by Saralegui as a personal loan in support of Pedro 
Diaz Lanz's anti-Castro activities.  

2. Pedro Diaz Lanz is, of course, preparing his aircraft for the Vuelo de 
Verdad and instructions given by him to aircraft technicians including the 
possible use of national flags on the nose of the aircraft would confirm that 
Pedro Diaz Lanz intends to visit a number of countries.  



3. BERNARD BARKER says that he has met STURGIS on only one 
occasion with a group of people and has never seen him before or since. 
The alleged address of BARKER provided by STURGIS is not correct. 

4. It is to be noted that STURGIS has lost the confidence of Diaz Lanz and 
has been treating with such people as Rasco in an attempt to involve 
himself in anti-Castro activity. You will note that Diaz Lanz expressed 
concern that STURGIS "might get involved in such a way that impair the 
plans of anti-Castro groups." 

5. Pedro Diaz Lanz alleges that he and his people are being 'hounded' by 
federal agents and inspectors whose interest in their plans has been 
piqued by plane overhauling activities and that these federal officials 
asked leading and provocative questions. 

6. The entire Executive Committee of the Cuban Revolutionary Front, or 
course, as well as the propaganda commission is fully acquainted with 
preparatory plans for the flight and it is, therefore, not strange that the 
plans have become known outside that immediate group.  

7. However, a review of the Customs report, together with the above, 
would indicate that the essential element of plausible denial still remains." 
[CIA 201-259129] 

On January 20, 1961, the FBI generated a report that was File #2-41, subject, FRANK 
ANTHONY STURGIS - Neutrality Matters, Seattle, Washington as a result of WILLIAM 
BEAN having furnished the following letter received in the mail on January 14, 1961. 

Jan 10, 1961 my old dear companyero BILL, This is the 'Tongue,' your old 
soldier of fortune buddy from Pathfinder. How be thy body? I'm doing 
good. Since I've been out I've received $100.00 a month from Uncle Sam, 
50% wartime disability for my back and leg. I told you I'd make out. Now 
dig! I belong to an anti-Castro counterrevolutionary force here in Miami. 
We are going to go into the_______ mountains in Cuba as a guerilla force. 
There are twelve of us Americans the rest of course, Cubans. COME AND 
JOIN UP! enclosed is the address. I am under FRANK FIORINI (my 
leader). Our group is called 'Brigade internacionale.' We can use good 
men. If we succeed in overthrowing Castro we'll be rich, if not, dead. 

 
OPERATION 4O AND THE DOMESTIC ASSASSINATION PROPOSAL 

MARCH 1961 

The FBI reported that Orlando Bosch advised that STURGIS had permitted STURGIS 
to go on a raid with MIRR. Bosch stated that this raiding party traveled by boat but had 
failed to land in Cuba and that he was dissatisfied with FIORINI'S performance, whom 
he described as a soldier-of-fortune and publicity seeker. On March 3, 1961, the FBI in 



Miami generated a document about STURGIS, "Internal Security, Cuba, Registration 
Act, Cuba." 

ANGUS McNAIR AND THE DIVERSIONARY LANDING 

In March 1961, Alexander Rorke, STURGIS and Frank Nelson organized a group of 
men who were to create a diversion by landing on a different beach during the Bay of 
Pigs invasion. The first step in effectuating this plan involved sending Angus McNair and 
others into Cuba to meet Howard Anderson, 41, a reputed CIA Agent who owned a 
chain of gasoline stations in Havana and commanded the American Legion post there. 
Anderson had been in close touch with the Humberto Sori Marin Group of high level 
anti-Castro conspirators. After they were captured, he was instructed to determine if 
other Cuban officers were in on the plot and if they would attempt to carry it out. He was 
also to advise the CIA of the progress of the diversionary action to be launched by 
Operation 40 in Pinar del Rio. Shortly after midnight on March 19, 1961, Angus McNair 
was captured by Castro's border patrol. Anderson was arrested on his way to meet with 
McNair. A Castro double-agent had betrayed the conspirators. McNair and Anderson 
were shot on April 19, 1961 two days after the Bay of Pigs invasion began. McNair was 
alleged to have been related to Senator Smathers. Seven Cubans were executed 
including Humberto Sori Marin. Before Angus McNair embarked, he told STURGIS: "I'm 
going because Fidel Castro killed an American soldier, William Morgan." On April 11, 
1961, a group led by Nino Diaz (born January 25, 1925), an associate of STURGIS and 
Pedro Diaz Lanz, set out for Cuba on a 42-foot motor launch. Nino Diaz had joined the 
rebel Army of Fidel Castro on April 1, 1958, and was discharged with the rank of Major. 
Nino Diaz's group landed in Cuba four days later, only to discover that their contacts 
had been arrested. Journalist Edith Kermit Roosevelt described their situation:  

Included among the Freedom Fighters were a group of Cubans who were 
dispatched by a person or persons in the Kennedy Administration on a 
futile suicide mission during the aborted Cuban invasion attempt." On April 
17, 1961, the day the Bay of Pigs Brigade landed in Cuba, the 
diversionary group ran out of supplies. On April 18, 1961, Nino Diaz's men 
were rescued by a United States Naval vessel just outside Cuba's 
territorial waters. In 1976 Michael Canfield asked STURGIS to describe 
his reaction to the fate of the diversionary group. STURGIS: "Oh I was 
mad! We had people inside of Cuba. That's when I started to do...ahh, you 
know we were doing green light operations. Green light is permission. No 
problem. And after a while they cut the assistance to the underground. 
They did it because of the policy. The President says 'Stop all things,' and 
they stop them. I can't lay the blame on one man, but he takes 
responsibility for the whole thing. I figured he made a deal in that we had 
to cut back. I felt that was wrong. He deserted the people. I felt that was 
wrong. 

 
 



OPERATION 40 - JUST PRIOR TO BAY OF PIGS 

STURGIS told Paul Meskil that he was part of the CIA's OPERATION 40, an infiltration 
and intelligence gathering group that was to go into Cuba before the Bay of Pigs 
assault. Meskil stated that some former CIA agents described OPERATION 40 as an 
"assassination squad." STURGIS stated:  

It was top CIA project. Most of the men in it were Cubans who had been 
trained by the U.S. Army. I am not saying that OPERATION 40 had an 
assassination squad. There were reports there was one, but I'm not saying 
so. 

Paul Meskil reported that the Chief of OPERATION 40 was Joaquin Pedromo Sanjenis, 
a former Castro aide who defected and became a CIA agent. Two of his cousins also 
worked for the Agency. Canfield asked STURGIS about OPERATION 40: 

STURGIS: Well, I was an associate, while I participated in OPERATION 
40. OPERATION 40 was formed before the Bay of Pigs invasion; it was a 
Top Secret Government operation; it consisted of many Cuban 
intelligence officers who worked for the CIA and this organization. Their 
job primarily was to train people to infiltrate a foreign country, to make 
contact with people in the political sector of the government, plus there 
was also a group formed, in which was the assassination section, which I 
was part of; that, if necessary, this assassination group would, upon 
orders, naturally, assassinate either members of the military in the foreign 
country, political party members of the foreign country that you were going 
to infiltrate, and, if necessary, some of your own members, who were 
suspected of being foreign agents. Now at the same time, I was asked by 
my friend, who was a CIA agent, he asked me if I was interested in 
participating, or doing an assassination with the Company. I told him yes, 
providing that I would sit down with his case officer and go over the 
details, and I would do it. 

Canfield: Domestic or foreign? 

STURGIS: It would be domestic. 

Canfield: Here in the United States?"  

STURGIS: Oh yeah. The reason for that, he asked me how I would go 
about it. And I told him, well, if it was going to be domestic, well, I could do 
it several ways. I could do it either in the Everglades, I could do it by boat, 
or I could do it by air. But, that if it was going to be done, I did not want 
nobody to be part of this, I would do it by myself, but I definitely wanted to 
meet the officer who wanted this done, and I wanted to see him, and get it 
right from him, so that I would be sure that it would be someone with 



authority, and not just a low level agent, such as he...I told him that. He 
told me that he would make contact with someone higher up, and pass on 
that information and so forth. 

Canfield: Did this come out of Operation 40? 

STURGIS: This is what the Operation 40 was trained for... 

Canfield: What about domestic activities, did they ever attempt a domestic 
assassination? 

STURGIS: Not to my knowledge, no. But the only thing I can say on that 
is, when I was asked to do domestically, myself -- 

Canfield: Right. 

STURGIS: Of anyone else, no, not to my knowledge; which brings the why 
all this stuff I've been reading in the papers where they want me to be part 
of an investigation of the assassination of President Kennedy, I have no 
knowledge of anything like --  

Canfield: Did anyone ever approach you about --  

STURGIS: The assassination? Yeah, oh yeah. 

Canfield: No, I mean, to do the assassination. 

STURGIS: No, no, oh no. The Cubans were very angry with the 
Kennedys, they were furious with the Kennedys because of the failure of 
the Bay of Pigs invasion. But the only thing that I had as far as the 
assassination was concerned, naturally, is the investigation by the FBI. 
And they said, "Well FRANK, this is strictly a voluntary thing, if you want to 
talk with us, if you don't want to talk with us' - And they told me that they 
felt I was one of the persons capable, if I wanted to assassinate somebody 
as high as the President of the United States, that I was capable of -- 

Canfield: You were approached though to do assassination jobs -  

STURGIS: Oh yeah. Also an associate. And it can be proven that he is, or 
rather was, at that time, a CIA agent. 

Canfield: Was he involved in Watergate? 

STURGIS: Well, I don't want to go ahead and say at this point. But if I'm 
ever called in front of a Congressional Committee, which I assume I will 
be, I will tell them... 



Canfield: Did they ever tell you who was to be assassinated? 

STURGIS: No. 

Canfield: Do you have any ideas? 

STURGIS: No, no. I don't even know if it was another agent, or a double 
agent, or a fool or what. The only one who would know are the people 
involved in CIA. 

Canfield: They never did assassinate anyone in the United States? 

STURGIS: Not to my knowledge, no...On this assassination thing, I would 
figure well, it's gonna have to come up from some a little higher than this 
agent right here. It's gonna have to come from someone with a little 
authority. 

Canfield: Did you tell him that? 

STURGIS: Oh, yeah. 

Canfield: And what was his response? 

STURGIS: He told me he would make contact with someone higher up, 
and pass on that information, and so forth. 

Canfield: Did you ever get any feedback from him or anyone else? 

STURGIS: No. 

Canfield asked STURGIS: "Were all members of OPERATION 40 trained 
in assassination?" STURGIS replied that only 20 men were. 

STURGIS told the Rockefeller Commission:  

All I knew is that he was an agent, and at a latter date, it was proven that 
he was an agent. So my contacts with this man throughout the years, how 
he worked, my close contact with him, in Miami, the way of operation, the 
way he handles himself, the people that he was in close contact with, that 
the top political and military people who were in exile that he was in touch 
with, the formation of the Bay of Pigs itself before the invasion came 
through this particular man. He was part of forming this -- at least of the 
Revolutionary Council. And I was approached by him and I told Jose 
Joachim Sajennes Pardomo. I said, 'What do you think?' The idiot, I hope 
this never gets publicized, I said this idiot took me out and we had some 
lunch, and he asked me if I wanted to do an assassination attempt for the 



outfit. And I looked him square in the face and told him, 'Why did you 
come to me?' And he says, 'Well FRANK, like who else? You are a man 
that the Chief knows your background, and I know your background, and I 
know you are capable. And if anybody can do it, you can do it. But the 
thing is would you be interested?' And I said, 'Yes I would be.' The 
discussion of money was not involved in it, because I would not do 
anything for money. I don't know [who the target was]. He said he would 
contact his chief, and he would --- he told me to contact him later on, and I 
think he gave me a certain day to contact him, and I said 'Okay.' You must 
remember that how I know this man as an agent, because he does the 
same things as I do in his life, he types away, or at least, he has a wife 
who types away, he makes all the reports, and stacks them in a file 
cabinet. I have heard him talk to his case officer on the telephone. And to 
me that was very stupid of him in doing that even to me who was his 
friend. That is a stupid way of doing things. Because he did not suspect 
that I was in touch with Jose Joachim Sajennes Pardomo, he cannot 
know. And the only time he suspected that I had anything to do with the 
CIA is when we were in prison, and the man on the television said, 'Yes,' 
he used to work for the CIA. I am talking about the agent and me who was 
part of the Watergate group. And he was dumbfounded and said, 'What, 
you work for the CIA?' And I said, 'Yes sir, you dumb bastard you, I was 
turning you in to my case officer.' I knew he was an agent, but I didn't 
know that I was in contact --- I never used the word -- or at least I don't 
think I did, and I hope I haven't used it today -- that I said I was an 
employee of the CIA or that I was connected with the CIA. I had a second 
meeting with him at the Ranch house, and he told me, he says, "Well, 
there is interest FRANK.' He said 'About this assassination,' and I said 
'Fine.' And then he started to questioning, how would you do it? There are 
several ways of trying to do assassination. The things I have to know is 
who the person is, that is number one, it is important, and where the 
person is at, which is important. And then, I will have to go ahead and go 
to the place where this man lives...I said I wanted to tell you something, I 
will do this because you are a friend of mine, and because you asked me. 
But I will want more than that. And he said 'What is that?' I said I want it 
from somebody higher than you, from somebody with authority. If you tell 
me --- and you are my friend, and I believe you -- but I want it more from 
somebody else who has some authority. You have a case officer. I want 
your case officer to tell me to do an assassination plot and I will do it. But 
coming from you, you are my friend, my buddy, but I have got to have 
more than that for my protection. 

Olsen: Did he ever put you in touch with his case officer? 

STURGIS: I knew who his boss was. 

Olsen: Who was his boss? 



STURGIS: "EDUARDO"...It either had to be "EDUARDO," who I never met 
or it had to be possibly (deleted as of 2010) after "EDUARDO" left. 

Olsen: Did (deleted as of 2010) take his place? 

STURGIS: I believe so, I believe (deleted as of 2010) did take his place as 
this party's case officer. 

Olsen: And then you did not actually have any contact with his case 
officer? 

STURGIS: When I told him what I think it kind of stung him a little bit. And 
he said, 'Well, okay, all right. Then you will go through with it?' And I said 
'Certainly I will go through with it, I don't care who the hell it is!' I said, 'You 
let me know.' 

HUNT, BARKER AND STURGIS 1961 

On April 4, 1975, STURGIS was re-questioned about the proposed domestic 
assassination. He went off the record then said BARKER was the CIA agent who 
approached him. [SSCIA 157-10005-10191] 

Olsen: Yesterday we were talking about an approach which was made to 
you in Miami sometime after you returned to the United States from Cuba 
in 1959, in which you were asked if you would be willing to undertake an 
assassination? 

STURGIS: Yes, sir. 

Olsen: Would you tell us this morning who it was that approached you with 
that subject? 

Olsen: Mr. STURGIS has asked that we go off the record, during the 
course of which Mr. Navarro was invited to leave the room and he is now 
absent from the room. The only parties present in the room at this time are 
Mr. STURGIS and myself. Now the question that I put to you, FRANK, 
was: Can you identify for us at this time who it was that approached you 
with the question of whether you would participate in the performance of 
an assassination? 

STURGIS: BERNARD L. BARKER. 

Olsen: And when was it, as best you can recall, FRANK, when that 
approach was made? 



STURGIS: I believe it was approximately 1961, either before the Bay of 
Pigs or after the Bay of Pigs 

Olsen: Was it shortly before or shortly after? 

STURGIS: I would be very honest with you, I don't remember. 

Olsen: Well the Bay of Pigs operation actually took place in April 1961, 
didn't it? 

STURGIS: 1961, yes sir. 

Olsen: As I understand from your testimony yesterday, when you were 
approached about this you indicated you were willing to do so. 

STURGIS: Yes sir. 

Olsen: But you thereafter checked with Joaquin Pedromo Sanjenis about 
what the thought about it, and Joaquin Pedromo Sanjenis indicated to you 
that he thought you should cooperate with BARKER, but that you should 
make sure that it was going to be an authorized operation by insisting to 
BARKER that the word come to you directly from someone who has 
identified himself as BARKER'S Case Officer. Is that a fair statement of 
what you have just told me? 

STURGIS: Either his Case Officer or his Station Chief. 

Olsen: Did you know at the time who BARKER'S Case Officer was? 

STURGIS: I assumed at the time that it was possible that it was 
"EDUARDO," who he was the assistant under "EDUARDO." 

Olsen: But, am I correct in understanding now that you do not know 
whether EDUARDO was still on the scene or whether he had been 
replaced? 

STURGIS: No, sir, I do not know. Now let me say this. I did ask HOWARD 
HUNT do you use the code name EDUARDO while we were in Danbury, 
Connecticut, and present -  

Olsen: Now are you talking about 1972? 

STURGIS: Now we are talking about 1972. I asked him if he gave any 
orders to BERNIE, or BARKER, of MACHO, whatever -- these names -- I 
called him by these names. 



Olsen: In other words BARKER was known as either BERNIE or MACHO? 

STURGIS: Right. 

Olsen: Okay. 

STURGIS: I did ask HOWARD: Did you ever ask MACHO BARKER to do 
an assassination, to approach me on an assassination. He says "Hell no." 

Olsen: All right then. Did you thereafter -- going back to the 1961 -- did 
you have any further conversation with BERNARD BARKER about the 
subject? 

STURGIS: Yes, sir. I was advised not to discuss the assassination attempt 
with him -- to let BERNIE bring up the subject -- whenever I saw him. 
BERNIE did bring up the subject. 

Olsen: Where did you talk to BERNIE the next time about this subject? 

STURGIS: It was either one or two places; it was either at his home in the 
-- I believe the northwest section of town, or at a dinner that he invited me 
to at a steak house -- and I believe it was a Ranch House; this Ranch 
House was located on 36th Street just before LeJuene Road. 

Olsen: And what happened when you next met with BARKER about the 
subject? 

STURGIS: He told me that this invitation was -- his Case Officer said 
"Take FRANK out and have dinner." 

Olsen: And what did he do? Did he explore your further willingness to 
undertake this? 

STURGIS: Yes. Bernie asked me how I would go about it were the subject 
about the assassination, and he asked me how I would do it. And I told, 
him, I says, "It would all depend. I don't want to know the man or the 
victim's name at this time, but it would depend on the man, his position, for 
me to determine how I would get rid of the man." 

Olsen: And also where. 

STURGIS: Where -- the location, right. Also, in the conversation I told him 
-- he went into detail with me, and he said that there was a possibility that 
he would like to go on the thing with me. And I told him, "Well BERNIE, I 
don't like anybody to come with me; I'll be very honest with you. I prefer to 
do it myself" because naturally I did not want to have a witness to 



something that I would do even if he is an agent or not, that I would do the 
thing. He said, "Well, how could I know that it was done?" I says "Well 
there are several ways; No. 1, the person would eventually be reported 
missing; No. 2, I will cut off his ear or his finger and give it to you" I says 
"because there won't be no body to recover." I told him -- he says, "How 
would you do it?" I says, 'Well, I could go to the Everglades; I could dig a 
hole and put lye in it -- the lye will eat up the body. I could take an airplane 
and fly over the Gulf Stream weighted down -- I would have to cut his 
stomach and intestines so that he wouldn't float. Even weighted down a 
body will float unless you cut open the insides of his stomach and 
intestines. Or, I says, "I could go out with boat into the Gulf Stream and 
use explosives in order to destroy the body completely." 

Olsen: Did you know at the time where this assassination attempt was to 
be undertaken in Florida? 

STURGIS: No, sir. I again -- knowing how agents work because I in turn 
have trained some people as far as intelligence was concerned; there is 
such a thing called compartmentation, and even though I was willing to go 
on this assassination, at the time I did not want to know who the person 
was in case if I did not do the assassination and someone else did the 
assassination, at least if it was uncovered that I would not be brought in as 
some one who knew of the conspiracy to assassinate someone here if it 
was in the United States or a foreign country. 

Olsen: FRANK, did anything further transpire about this assassination? 
Other than this second conversation with BARKER? 

STURGIS: No sir. Nothing came about because I nailed him to the wall, 
telling BARKER that I would want someone much higher than he who 
would identify himself, his position with the company, and then I would do 
the operation. 

Olsen: Did anybody ever contact you then who was higher up in the 
company? 

STURGIS: No sir. No one, but I still maintained my friendship with 
BARKER throughout the years. 

Olsen: So that ended the matter in respect to assassination? 

STURGIS: Yes, sir. 

Olsen: All right, here we go back on the record. Continuing then, FRANK, 
did you ever have any further contact with anyone who you believed had 
any connection whatever with the CIA about an assassination? 



STURGIS: No sir. MACHO BARKER was the only one at that time. Now 
MACHO asked me to help some other leaders who naturally were in touch 
with him. You must understand that because he asked me -- you can 
understand his position; his position was political under EDUARDO; as I 
said before, E. HOWARD HUNT or EDUARDO was a political officer with 
CIA with the planning of the Bay of Pigs invasion. 

Olsen: Well, what I'm getting at is this: Did anybody ever contact you -- 
that is anybody who had any connection whatever with the CIA, contact 
you about an assassination after the one that you have just described to 
us? 

STURGIS: In the United States, no. 

Olsen: How about outside the United States? 

STURGIS: Well, there is a very thin line here. I have discussed 
assassinations of several top Cuban political and military leaders with the 
Havana Station. 

Olsen: When you say with the Havana Station, who in the Havana 
Station? 

STURGIS: Well, with the United States Embassy, Colonel Nichols. 

Olsen: This was while you were still in Cuba? 

STURGIS: Yes, sir. 

Olsen: Before leaving there in June 1959? 

STURGIS: Yes sir. That's in the first part of January and February 1959. 

Olsen: Well, these were all discussed with us yesterday on the record 
when you described to us the discussions that took place among officials 
of the Cuban Air Force and Cuban Army about plans to assassinate Fidel 
Castro and Che Guevara? 

STURGIS: Yes, sir. 

Olsen: And people of their entourage. 

STURGIS: Yes, sir. 



Olsen: And you described yesterday some exercises that were worked up, 
plans that were drawn up with respect to possible places to perform the 
assassinations? 

STURGIS: Yes, sir. 

Olsen: And then you described to us yesterday the fact the Colonel 
Nichols had on the occasions when you had discussed it with him --- 
Colonel Nichols had urged you to hold off on any such assassination. 

STURGIS: Right... 

Olsen: You mentioned to me when we talked over the telephone, FRANK, 
that you had some contact with or some relationship with a planned 
assassination of Premier Castro in New York. What was that what you 
were referring to? 

STURGIS: There was a time, I don't remember the exact date, that Fidel 
was in New York; there was a conspiracy or at least talk of a conspiracy to 
want to kill him. Now as far as the CIA is concerned, I don't believe that 
they were involved or any agents were involved in that conspiracy wanting 
to assassinate Fidel. 

Olsen: Was this then something that was discussed among elements of 
the Cuban exiles in Florida? 

STURGIS: Yes sir, New York and Florida. 

Olsen: Did you have any contact or know of any contact whatever in 
connection with such discussions of assassinating Premier Castro in New 
York -- did you have any contact whatever with anybody in the 
Government of the United States? 

STURGIS: That is very difficult to answer, Mr. Olsen, because of the dates 
involved. I would think that I had contact with the Agency, but again I will 
state that whatever they knew about, or were involved in any conspiracy, 
myself I do not know. 

Olsen: Well, when you say you had some contact with somebody from the 
Agency, did you have such contact with somebody from the Agency about 
such an assassination. 

STURGIS: No, sir. No, I did not. 



Olsen: Was there any contact that you had of any nature relating to any 
assassination any place with any official of the United States Government, 
other than the ones that you have already described to me? 

[OFF THE RECORD] 

Olsen: All right, we are going back on the record again. Mr. STURGIS 
having said he was having difficulty thinking about exactly what answer he 
would give to the question that was posed because he didn't want to use 
up tape time while he was engaged in his thinking process. He has -- 
while we have been off the record -- explored the subject with us further 
and is now prepared to answer the question. Go ahead, FRANK. 

STURGIS: After that meeting with BARKER, I, as far as I know, with the 
Cuban friends of mine who were working for the company or who was 
working under the company, there was a great deal of talk among the 
Cubans about wanting to assassinate Fidel Castro in New York, inside of 
Cuba, or in Latin America because Fidel did make several trips. There 
was talk, but as far as I know I don't know if CIA sponsored any of the 
Cubans in any attempt to kill Fidel or finance them in any attempt to kill 
him, nor supported any attempt by the Cubans to want to kill him, or 
whether these Cubans were simply patriots or were working for, or 
associated with, the CIA. 

Olsen: You don't know then, FRANK, whether any of this conversation 
about killing Fidel Castro was initiated or promoted or sponsored in any 
fashion by the CIA? 

STURGIS: I do not. No, sir. 

Olsen: Okay. Now, was there any other discussions about assassinations 
that you could tell us about that you participated in or knew of, other than 
what you have already described to us? 

STURGIS: No, sir. At this point I cannot think of any other attempt or 
discussion in any other assassination attempt on any one. 

Olsen: Did you ever have any conversation with anybody about 
assassinating President Kennedy. 

STURGIS: No sir. 

Olsen: Did you have any part whatever in planning or carrying out the 
assassination of President Kennedy or any other public figure of the 
United States? 



STURGIS: I have not been involved in any of that sir. 

Roethe: I would like to ask one more question. You indicated at the very 
beginning of our interview yesterday that you would tell us the truth, in 
whatever you answered and that there may be occasions when you might 
want to hold certain things back, and that you would tell us if you were 
doing that. I wonder if there has been any instance now where you held 
anything back from us, not by telling us a lie, but by simply not telling us 
everything that there is to tell. 

STURGIS: Where it concerns the conspiracy or assassination attempts on 
the President of the United States, Martin Luther King, Bobby Kennedy or 
any American Government official, I have told the truth; I have not held 
back anything whatsoever.  

In an April 23, 1975 Memo for File, Robert Olsen wrote:  

While STURGIS claims that he was asked by BARKER in 1961 if he 
would be willing to undertake an assassination attempt, he acknowledges 
that he did not even know who was involved or whether it was inside or 
outside the United States...I intend to check out the claim STURGIS 
makes that he was asked in 1968 by a CIA agent (allegedly Jose Joachim 
Sajennes Pardomo) to organize an operation for the hijacking of a 
Russian ship...I also intend to check out his claims to take on an 
assassination of some unknown person. Incidentally, there is a possible 
connection on this matter. In 1960 and 1961 HUNT was active in the 
organization of a Cuban government-in-exile in the United States. In this 
role he had contacts with BERNARD BARKER, who was under contract 
with the Agency. HUNT states in his book that he had recommended to 
the Agency that an assassination of Castro be carried out before or 
contemporaneously with the Bay of Pigs invasion. It is not inconceivable 
that HUNT would have asked BARKER to check out the possibilities of 
finding an assassin to carry out such a job if approval were ever given to 
his recommendation. 

OPERATION 40 was created as an adjunct to the Bay of Pigs invasion, and was to 
continue as a subsidiary intelligence agency if the invasion proved successful. 
OPERATION 40 intelligence officers were to supply the names of suspected 
Communists to the assassination section. The suspects would then be terminated.  
During his deposition in HUNT v WEBERMAN STURGIS was asked: 

Q. Did you understand that Operation 40 contained an assassination 
section? 

A. Operation 40 consists of a bunch of Cuban officers some of whom I 
have been familiar with, some are my friends, and their job training by the 



United States Government were this: When the Brigade landed in Cuba, 
Operation 40 was to follow. The officers involved in this operation were to 
make contact with Cuban political elements inside Cuba, both political, 
military and so forth, who would give assistance to the Brigade and to the 
underground because Operation 40 was an intelligence organization who 
had this contact in Cuba. So naturally, in order to make the invasion 
successful you had to co-ordinate the activities of the Brigade and, also, of 
the help that it could receive from both the political and the military 
elements that were in Cuba to assist, you know, in the invasion; and if 
necessary, if an assassination had to be part of it, naturally it would be 
part of it. 

Q. Do you know if the Diaz Lanz brothers were associated with Operation 
40. 

A. I doubt it very much. Pedro Diaz Lanz, Marcos and myself included 
were part of a special air group that was formed and I was associated with 
that air group because the B-24 bomber was in my name, registered 
under, at that time it was FAA, and this same B-24 bomber, which the CIA 
was given money to, was the same bomber on October 25, 1959, that flew 
over Havana, Cuba, and the pilot was both myself and Pedro Diaz Lanz, 
Marcos Diaz Lanz and another Cuban was in the bomb bay, where we 
dropped hundreds of thousands of leaflets over the City of Havana, 
accusing the Castro Government of being a Communistic government.  

In subsequent interviews, STURGIS was far less candid: "I am not saying that 
OPERATION 40 had an assassination squad. There were reports that there was one, 
but I am not saying so...I don't recall when I was approached to commit a domestic 
assassination. Artime did know the people in OPERATION 40 though..." 

The SSCIA questioned HUNT about OPERATION 40: 

Baron: Senator Schweiker, who is a member of our Committee, has 
expressed an interest in a quote by FRANK STURGIS that you might be 
quite familiar with, where he granted an interview to the author of a book 
called Coup D'Etat In America and he said that he was in some sort of 
assassination group within what he called OPERATION 40 at the CIA, 
which was supposed to, upon orders, be capable of assassinating foreign 
military and political leaders, or suspected double agents. What light can 
you shed on that? 

HUNT: I think FRANK STURGIS has become a captive of his own 
imagination. It has finally been established, I think to everyone's 
satisfaction, that he never was a CIA employee. While I am fond of 
FRANK personally, I don't think a lot of credence ought to be accorded his 
fantasies. 



The HSCA interviewed Marcos Diaz Lanz. He said that although he and Pedro Diaz 
Lanz refused to join the Bay of Pigs invasion, they were told that they would be in 
charge of a Special Air Group. That group never coalesced and the Lanz brothers never 
went to Guatemala. 

On March 7, 1961, Alexander Rorke was approved for contact with the CIA Domestic 
Contacts Division by Sheffield Edwards and William A. Osborne: "Inasmuch as Subject 
is a reporter, any classified information released to him during contact with him, should 
be carefully identified as such." HUNT reported ―FRANK was certainly involved in the 
recommendation of various exiles, who he knew personally, to be included in the Bay of 
Pigs invasion, but he was not part of the Brigade itself. There’s a chance he may have 
infiltrated the island at one point and scouted the territory, but he was not with the 
invading force. [American Spy Hunt p119] 

Prior to the Bay of Pigs invasion of April 1961, HUNT made BERNARD BARKER his 
chief assistant. The CIA: "As a result of his excellent record with the CIA in Havana, and 
favorable assessment by a senior CIA official in Miami in January 1960, BARKER was 
hired under a contractual relationship with the CIA Miami Office effective April 4, 1960, 
at the rate of $300 per month for full time service." BARKER was asked about this in the 
course of HUNT v. WEBERMAN: "I worked for Mr. HUNT in the Bay of Pigs invasion. 
This training I received with the rest of the Cubans from a government agency." Aside 
from HUNT, BARKER'S Case Officers were Joseph S. Piccolo of Western Hemisphere 
Division/4 and Jacob D. Esterline. The CIA: "Mr. HUNT was assigned to the Agency's 
Cuban Operations in Miami Florida area from June 1960 through October 1961. In that 
connection he was Mr. BARKER'S supervisor as of September 1961." BARKER would 
soon be viewed by the CIA as a security problem since he was strongly associated with 
the CIA in the exiles thinking and "statements or opinions expressed by him concerning 
various individuals or exile groups were either mistaken for 'official leaks' or 'policy.'" A 
recently released handwritten CIA document, titled BERNARD BARKER, reviewed his 
early activities for the CIA: 

1. April 1960 (deleted) in contact on station orders with (deleted) who was 
to give (deleted) a monthly accounting of Agency support. 

2. April 1960 (deleted) in contact on station orders with (deleted) ordered 
to obtain report of (deleted) Latin American trip, including his diary & paper 
on (deleted) thinking on and current status of PM activities. Knows 
(deleted) is station asset. 

3. Worked with Frank Bender in handling (deleted) . 

4. POA granted (deleted) on May 9, 1960, for use in political action opa in 
(deleted). 

5. In contact with Tony Varona. Acted as go-between with Varona/Bender. 



6. Also knows (deleted) by his true name. 

7. (Deleted) his wife Clara, worked on (deleted) Project. Wife was 
translator. (Illegible) Feb 1961 POA granted on Clara on March 15, 1961. 

8. (Illegible) HOWARD HUNT (deleted) was being handled 
administratively by (deleted) June 20, 1961. 

9. (deleted) involved with ransoming Brigade prisoners from Cuba. 

10. Considered to work with (deleted) intelligence service (WAVE 335 
February 13, 1962 (deleted). 

11. Knows (Daniel Carswell, Eustace Danbrunt and Edmund Taransky) 
under true names.  

Alexander Irwin Rorke Jr. (born August 9, 1926) was a close associate of FRANK 
STURGIS. [FBI 97-4623-46- 9.12.61] Alexander 
Rorke was the son of a New York City Assistant 
District Attorney. In 1919, Alexander Rorke Sr. 
(born June 29, 1877; died January 1967), 
prosecuted and convicted the founders of the 
Communist Party of the United States. He then 
became a New York State Appellate Judge. 
Alexander Rorke Jr. was a graduate of St. John's 
University and attended the Georgetown University 
School of Foreign Service. At the age of 17, he 

enlisted in the U.S. Army. Alexander Rorke served as a military intelligence specialist 
during World War II, responsible for the security of five German provinces. He 
participated in the capture of SS men, and in the first postwar roundup of Communist 
agents in the Allied military zones of Germany. Returning to college after the war, Rorke 
who was 6' 3" tall and weighed 200 pounds, became a track star and Forensic 
Commissioner of the National Federation of Catholic College Students, and an 
undefeated inter-collegiate debating champion. He was an FBI clerk from February 5, 
1951, to May 11, 1951. In 1952 he married Jacqueline Billingsley. The father of 
Jacqueline Billingsley, Sherman Billingsley, was a former bootlegger with several 
convictions, who owned a Manhattan night club known as The Stork Club. The Stork 
Club was frequented by numerous organized crime figures as well as by FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover. Alex Rorke was acquainted with Dominick Bartone. 

DOMINICK BARTONE & WILLIAM MORGAN 

When Fidel Castro came to power mobster Dominick Bartone attempted to win his favor 
by smuggling him several plane loads of arms. Dominick Bartone worked out a deal with 
Jimmy Hoffa in which the Teamsters Union would lend a "Cleveland Group"$300,000 to 
buy several surplus cargo-aircraft. Then Dominick Bartone would supply the arms and 



the pilot who would fly the plane to Cuba. Dominick Bartone was indicted for this 
activity. [FBI 105-70973]  

STURGIS claimed that circa May 1959 he set up a meeting between William Morgan 
and national crime syndicate associate Frank Nelson. Frank Nelson had been a friend 
of Fulgencio Batista, and had previously owned a good deal of Cuba's lobster industry. 
STURGIS said Frank Nelson informed William Morgan he represented the interests of 
Raphael Trujillo, and could offer William Morgan $500,000 for his cooperation in 
organizing a Cuban invasion from the Dominican Republic. William Morgan allegedly 
accepted the offer.  

On May 1, 1959, the FBI received a report of funds being funneled to William Morgan: 
"Within the past few days $25,000 was delivered to William Morgan...William Morgan 
has reportedly agreed to establish a new revolutionary anti-Castro front in the 
Escambray area...Carlos Prio...and the Dominican Republic are supplying the other 
arms and equipment...According to the source, Fulgencio Batista and Orlando Piedra 
are making large contributions." [FBI 105-70973 - Morgan] The anti-Castro forces in the 
Dominican Republic were led by General Jose Pedraza, who had served under Batista. 

Alexander Rorke told the FBI that Dominick Bartone supplied a plane "which was used 
by the Cubans and Dominicans for the invasion of the Dominican Republic which took 
place on June 19, 1959." [CIA OS 8.24.62 Sheffield Edwards] On June 25, 1959, the 
Miami FBI was instructed to clarify "the statement in retel to effect that William Morgan 
was with Dominick Bartone, who was arrested May 22, 1959, by Customs, Miami, 
relative to seizure of plane loaded with arms for Dominican Republic. Miami should 
advise statements source and basis for allegation that William Morgan visited Miami in 
order to receive $10,000 from Dominican Consul Ferrando." Headquarters was advised 
that according to a source of the Miami Field Office, William Morgan met with [FNU] 
Ferrando in Room 1133R of Dupont Plaza Motel in Miami, a room registered to 
Dominick Bartone. The FBI received information that William Morgan was awaiting 
"arrival in the Dominican Republic of $200,000 worth of guns" which allegedly had been 
purchased in England by Amadeo Barleta, who had been the Subject of a Bureau 
investigation during World War II for being a "rabid pro-Fascist." [FBI 100-344127-NR 
7.2.59] On August 10, 1959, a CIA source reported that William Morgan met with 
Dominick Bartone and several anti-Castro Cubans at Dominick Bartone's home in 
Miami. William Morgan was given $140,000 in cash. The CIA discovered that Dominick 
Bartone was sending William Morgan money through a Panamanian bank. When 
William Morgan returned to Havana he publicly declared that he had received $75,000 
from counter-revolutionaries. Had STURGIS introduced William Morgan to Dominick 
Bartone, rather than to Frank Nelson? Peter Clapper of the Rockefeller Commission 
noted on May 6, 1975: "Bob: It may be of interest that Dominick Bartone, a mafia 
member in Cleveland, has told the Cleveland Plain Dealer reporter Mary Wogel that he 
was hired in 1959 by STURGIS to help with assassination plotting against Fidel Castro. 
Ms. Wogel called to volunteer the information." [CIA RCD 5.6.75 mistakenly labeled by 
Archives as HSCA 180-10107-10419] 



STURGIS formed the International Anti-Communist Brigade (IACB) on July 4, 
1959. STURGIS claimed its first action was to land 20 men in Cuba who would then 
compose the core of an anti-Castro guerrilla group in the Escambray Mountains. On 
July 6, 1959, STURGIS said that five East Germans were expected by the Cuban 
Government to assist Cuban military forces, probably as instructors. On July 13, 1959, a 
CIA Routing Slip regarding STURGIS to Mr. Kulen remarked, "CIA Official Routing Slip 
TO: (Deleted) See request for FBI approval! Kulen advises he has discussed w/00/C 
[Domestic Contacts Division or DCD]. FBI has an interest & requests 00/C delay contact 
w/Subject. From (Deleted)." [Unmarked CIA ref. to F 81-0351 D0349; Allen v. DOD 
00632 521; CIA D00577] The FBI received information on July 27, 1959, that STURGIS 
reportedly accepted an unidentified amount of money from Rolando Masferrer for a 
purpose which was not stated: "Informant said that apparently FIORINI did not produce 
results for Rolando Masferrer, and Rolando Masferrer reportedly had his goons looking 
for FIORINI." [FBI 100-344127-26 p16] In September 1959 the FBI at Miami, Florida, 
generated a document about STURGIS. [Date illegible] 

RORKE AND WILLIAM MORGAN  

In August 1959 Alexander Rorke flew to Cuba to finalize the plans for the invasion of 
Cuba from the Dominican Republic with William A. Morgan. When he arrived at the 
home of William A. Morgan, he was arrested by the G-2. Alexander Rorke was 
incarcerated from August 9, 1959 to August 14, 1959. Alexander Rorke criticized the 
State Department for not having gotten him released quickly enough. The reason he 
was arrested was that William Morgan had reported the plot to Fidel Castro, so when a 
plane-load of Trujillo's men landed in a sugar cane field outside Havana the next day, 
the militia arrested them. An FBI informant explained:  

In mid-August 1959 an anti-Castro group in Cuba began fighting, but 
William Morgan double-crossed the anti-Fidel Castro forces and through 
his actions entrapped a plane that was sent from the Dominican Republic 
in answer to a false broadcast by William Morgan for aid by the anti-
Castro forces then fighting. (Deleted) other forces from the Dominican 
Republic which were prepared to leave to fight in Cuba were canceled..." 
[FBI MM 2-225]  

The CIA reported: "Rorke recently returned from Cuba where he was held without 
charge from August 9, 1959 to August 14, 1959. Had gone to photograph invasion of 
that country by a force from U.S. and had made arrangements by a friend in Miami to be 
advised two days prior to invasion. The friend was Dominick Bartone." The FBI reported 
that Rolando Masferrer met with "Norman Rothman, hoodlum and gangster, Miami 
Beach, August 1959, concerning double cross of William Morgan, but Rolando 
Masferrer reportedly does not want anything to do with any plot to assassinate William 
Morgan...Informant said that also they discussed having an American crime syndicate 
sign a contract to produce the assassination of Morgan on behalf of Raphael Trujillo, 
Dominican Dictator, who would furnish money. (Deleted) Masferrer does not want to 
take part in any plans to assassinate Morgan, and does not plan to become a party to 



such a plot...Rothman is in contact with Enrique A. Garcia, an employee Dominican 
Republic delegation to the United Nations, who is also in contact with Masferrer." [FBI 
100-344127-26 - pages 11 to 14 w/h]  

THE YANKEE WHO SAVED THE REVOLUTION 

William Morgan told Fidel Castro that Alexander Rorke had no part in the Dominican 
plot; Alexander Rorke was released and deported, having spent nine days in a Cuban 
jail. William Morgan became "the Yankee who saved the revolution." As a reward, he 
was given a frog leg farm outside Havana. Alexander Rorke returned to New York City. 
Rorke told the FBI about his experiences as a prisoner of Castro: "Rorke advised that in 
August 1959, he had gone to Cuba on a T.V. news assignment and to participate in 
counter-revolutionary matters. He stated that while there he was arrested on orders of 
Raul Castro, was shot at, subjected to round-the-clock interrogation and 'brainwashing 
attempts.' He stated he was held for nine days at the Cuban Army Base, Camp 
Libertad, located outside Havana." 

On September 17, 1959, the CIA generated an index card about Dominick Bartone titled 
"Regarding Association with William Alexander Morgan, 201-251145, and Information 
Concerning a Plot to Assassinate Castro." In November 1959 Rorke was interviewed by 
radio station WABC in New York City:  

Rorke indicated he had received many threatening telephone calls at his 
home after his initial interview with WABC regarding his derogatory 
remarks concerning Fidel Castro. He stated that while he was held 
prisoner in Havana he was told that he would be taken care of by Castro 
agents working in the United States if he spoke out against Castro's 
regime. He indicated there was a large Castro espionage ring working in 
the United States with personnel operating on diplomatic passports. His 
information, Rorke claimed, came from such persons as Major William 
Morgan. Rorke further advised that he had been approached in the United 
States by one Frank De Llunde who had worked for Castro in the United 
States during the revolution. De Llunde advised Rorke to stop criticizing 
the Castro regime. The report went on to indicate the details of Rorke's 
meetings with various other individuals, including Frank Nelson, an 
American who formerly operated a frozen food business in Cuba, and 
Dominick Bartone, President of the International Trading Company. 
According to Rorke, Bartone was apparently involved in arms and plane 
sales and one of these planes had delivered revolutionaries into 
Nicaragua. Rorke believed that Bartone also sold the plane which was 
used by the Cubans and Dominicans for the invasion of the Dominican 
Republic on June 19, 1959. Rorke indicated he had been in contact with 
Cuban exiles, namely General Manual Benitez and Dr. Emilo Nunez 
Portuondo. 



On November 17, 1959, Rorke advised the FBI that ―he had received information from a 
source whom he considered reliable that there would be another demonstration in the 
Panama Canal area against the U.S. Government. His source related that, in addition to 
the march through the Canal Zone, riots were also expected in Panama and that they 
would take place before November 28, 1959. [FBI 109-12-223-273 encl. P.1 also see 
FBI 105-82088-14 p.1]  On November 30, 1959 the NY Office of the FBI advised "that 
during the past two months they had been in contact with Rorke who was held by 
Cuban authorities in Havana during August 1959. Rorke had maintained contact with 
various revolutionary groups and individuals in the U.S. such as (deleted)."  

As Dr. Emilo Nunez Portuondo, former Cuban Ambassador to the UN, and ex-Cuban 
General Manuel Benitez. ―On October 21, 1959 Rorke advised that he had learned from 
the niece of the President of Panama that Dr. Emilio Nunez Portuondo was then in 
Panama talking to the representatives of the Panamanian Government trying to line up 
support for a provisional government for Cuba.‖[FBI 66-2542-3-34-5111 p.3] On 
December 30, 1959, Rorke told the FBI:  

Detailed information concerning his anti-Fidel Castro activities during the 
period of July 1959 to December 30, 1959. He mentioned numerous 
individuals with whom he was in contact both within the US and outside 
the US in regard to Cuban political and revolutionary matters. The 
following references contain information furnished by Rorke in Miami 
Beach and New York City concerning his association with Dominick 
Edward Bartone. Rorke advised that on instructions from Bartone, in 
August 1959, he traveled to Cuba to participate in counter-revolutionary 
activities. He stated that as a result of these activities he was arrested by 
Cuban authorities and held without formal charges for approximately nine 
days. [FBI 97-3222-8 FBI 97-4623-179 pages 5, 19]  

LEAFLETING RAID OR BOMBING RAID? 

On September 29, 1959, the FBI generated File #97-227, subject, Albert Henry Lopez 
Lopez. STURGIS was mentioned in this report. [CIA FOIA F81-0351 D0532] The CIA 
reported: "Subject [STURGIS] left for the Dominican Republic on weekend October 10, 
1959, traveling with Enrique A. Garcia, registered Dominican Agent. [CIA DBF 35573 
10.26.59] On October 27, 1959, STURGIS and Pedro Diaz Lanz began flying a series of 
"leafleting raids" over Havana. The Cuban Government reported: 

INVESTIGATION:  
Republic of Cuba.  
Ministry of National Defense. Army.  
Headquarters of the DIER (Department of Investigation of Rebel Army).  
Ciudad Libertad. October 27, 1959.  

To His Honor the Judge of Investigations of the Sixth Section. Havana. 
Sir. The undersigned, Abelardo Colome Ibarra, Commander of the Rebel 



Army, Chief, Department Investigations, Rebel Army, has the honor to 
inform you that, by reason of events which took place on October 22, 1959 
in the city of Havana, wherein airplanes or small light aircrafts participated, 
which vessels, according to existing news supposedly came from some 
part in the North American territory; said planes having dropped 
manifestos and shrapnel over defenseless people, I delegated on the 
Police Agents of this body Ramon Rodriguez Acuna and Luis Cambrana 
who, in the course of their investigations learning the following: That on 
the said date, in the afternoon hours, two or more airplanes or small light 
aircrafts dropped from above the city some subversive propaganda slips 
whereby defamation was made of the Cuban Government and its 
Revolutionary Laws. Also they dropped shrapnel where the greatest 
concentration of public was found at the said time; especially where 
people assemble to get off buses, thus causing a sad balance of 
numerous persons wounded to different degrees, also two dead, about 
which occurrence the proper authorities are already aware of through the 
actuations carried out at the various stations of the National Revolutionary 
Police. Likewise, the said Agents have known that the attacking planes 
were piloted by individuals disaffected to the Revolutionary Government 
under the direction of Ex-Commander Pedro Diaz Lanz, who was formerly, 
and until very recently, Chief of the FAR (Revolutionary Air Force)...they 
managed to know that as the site known as 'Esquina de Tejas' was one of 
the places most effected by the throwing of shrapnel from airplanes or 
small light aircrafts, the result was several persons wounded and a man 
killed in consequence of the wounds suffered of which fact the Judge of 
the Sixth Investigation Section, Havana, is already informed, this being the 
court where case number 3007-59, was established, duly informed 
regarding the crimes of Imperfect Homicide, Infraction to Law 425-959, 
Serious Injuries and others. 

The shrapnel was later identified as fragments from a grenade. In all, 40 people were 
wounded and two were killed during the "leafleting mission." 



 

STURGIS: "The CIA gave me the money for the plane. Lanz was pilot, I was co-pilot. 
The big guns at the Navy Station and the Cabana fortress opened up, but the angle of 
the guns was such that they were firing from the heights, into the city. At least 36 people 
were killed or wounded. When we returned to Miami, the Customs Service took the 
plane."  

STURGIS' B-25 

The FBI reported:  

On October 27, 1959, (Deleted), Aircraft Review Section, Federal Aviation 
Agency, Washington, D.C. made available to S.A. (Deleted) for review, the 
file for the North American Model TB-25N, Serial Number 44-288874A, 
Registration Number 9876-C. A bill of sale dated October 6, 1958 
described the seller and purchaser, respectively, as the U.S. Air Force, 
Norton Air Force Base, San Bernardino, California, and Aviation Rental 
Service, Fleming Field, South St. Paul, Minnesota. The B-25 was sold for 
$2,190. By bill of sale dated April 13, 1959, Aviation Rental Service sold 



same to Ben W. Widtfeldt, in care of Biegert Aviation, Sky Harbor, 
Phoenix, Arizona. On May 12, 1959, Widtfeldt sold same to FRANK A. 
FIORINI, 2160 Southwest 4th Street, Miami, for $1 and other valuable 
consideration. FIORINI, as owner, applied for certificate of registration on 
May 12, 1959, and received same on July 13, 1959. At this point McDaniel 
advised that FIORINI in the company of an unidentified male, appeared 
personally at the Federal Aviation Agency, Washington, D.C. to receive 
the certificate of registration for this aircraft. 

By letter dated September 4, 1959 Carlos B. Fernandez, attorney, 
Congress Building, Miami, Florida, who on his letterhead described 
himself as "Vice Consul, Uruguay (Hon.)," wrote the Federal Aviation 
Agency regarding the above aircraft stating he represented the 
Government of Cuba, which is the true and rightful owner of said aircraft. 
Fernandez said at the time of the purchase of the aircraft, FIORINI was 
acting on behalf of the present Government of Cuba and the funds which 
were used to purchase it were provided by the present Government of 
Cuba. Fernandez said on behalf of the Government of Cuba he was filing 
a suit in the Circuit Court of Dade County to determine the true owner of 
said aircraft." [FBI 2-1499-45]  

STURGIS: "I suspect that the man who sold me the airplane did work for the CIA." On 
October 21, 1959 STURGIS and Pedro Diaz Lanz flew a leafleting mission to Cuba. On 
October 30, 1959 U.S. Customs impounded STURGIS' B-25 on the grounds the owners 
did not obtain an export license for the leaflets. 

STURGIS AND PEDRO DIAZ LANZ VISIT GUATEMALA 

STURGIS stated: 'In December 1959 he "went to Guatemala with Diaz Lanz for a 
meeting with the President, to arrange for bases there for the invasion forces. And 
naturally, there were Cuban and Russian agents there, so there were big headlines in 
all the newspapers. All over Latin America on the television and on the radio, that I was 
there trying to get bases, to invade Cuba. I had to leave the country because of all the 
publicity. In order for the United States Government to protect itself, when I got back a 
(unintelligible) grabbed me and lifted my citizenship, which was a ploy on their part to 
appease Fidel."  

CIA documents verified the fact STURGIS and Pedro Lanz did try to approach Miguel 
Ydigoras Fuentes.  

COUNTRY CUBA/GUATEMALA Report No. TDCS-3/424,841 
SUBJECT: Activities in Guatemala of Marcos Diaz Lanz, Cuban Exile  
DATE DISTR. January 19, 1960. 
DATE OF INFO: December 1959 to January 1960. 
(Deleted) January 18, 1960. 
Appraisal 2 (AS TO REPORTORIAL ACCURACY) 



This is UNEVALUATED information. Source of gradings are definitive.  
Appraisal of contents is tentative. 

SOURCE: American Resident of Mexico in contact with anti-Castro 
Groups. 

1. According to Marcos Diaz Lanz, former Deputy Chief of the Cuban 
Rebel Air Force in exile since July 1959, prior to his trip to Guatemala he 
and an unidentified companion met with Arturo Ramirez Pinto, 
Guatemalan Ambassador in Washington, D.C. Ramirez granted Diaz a 
visa and scheduled a meeting between Diaz and Guatemalan President 
Miguel Ydigoras for December 29, 1959, the day that Diaz was supposed 
to arrive in Guatemala. Diaz described Ramirez as extremely outspoken 
concerning Guatemalan support of anti-Castro activities. On arrival in 
Guatemala Diaz found out Miguel Ydigoras Fuentes was out of town. On 
December 30, 1959, Diaz Lanz met Lt. Eugenio Perez Cowley in his hotel 
lobby. Diaz Lanz described Eugenio Perez Cowley as an agent in 
Guatemala of Ché Guevara, leftist head of the National Bank of Cuba, and 
after meeting Eugenio Perez Cowley, he was not disposed to meet Miguel 
Ydigoras Fuentes. A few days later, Pedro Diaz Lanz was told by a police 
agent that he should leave Guatemala, as pressure was being put on the 
Guatemalan Government. TDCS-3/421,283 reported that Eugenio Perez 
Cowley had been assigned to the Cuban Embassy, Guatemala, to engage 
in covert activities on behalf of the Cuban Government. 

2. Diaz Lanz blames Jorge Garcia Granados, personal advisor to 
President Ydigoras, and the Communists for his expulsion from 
Guatemala. According to Diaz Lanz, this purpose of this trip was to move 
anti-Castro operations out of the United States, utilizing the sympathy of 
other Latin Americans to foster support to take the pressure off the U.S. in 
the eyes of Latin America. While in Guatemala, Diaz Lanz said that he 
spoke with (FNU) Gonzalez Simi...and other high ranking figures in the 
Guatemalan Army, who appeared to by sympathetic toward the anti-
Castro cause. (Headquarters Comment: Carlos Gonzalez Simi is private 
secretary to President Ydigoras. Ruben Gonzalez Simi is Minister of 
Defense).  

A follow up report stated:  

Ramiro De La Fe, Cuban exile who had helped Diaz Lanz while in 
Guatemala, and the brother or Ernesto, who is imprisoned in Cuba, said 
that the real reason for Diaz Lanz mission to Guatemala was to ask 
Ydigoras permission to use Guatemalan territory as a base of operations 
for a campaign to overthrow Castro. According to De La Fe, Diaz Lanz 
brothers claimed that they had visited (illegible) and everything there was 
arranged. They also claimed to have all the money, arms and men 



necessary. De La Fa said that Sergio Diaz Brui and FRANK STURGIS, 
who had accompanied Marcos to Guatemala, had returned to Miami, but 
he did not mention the departure plans of Marcos Diaz. [CIA Report Nos. 
TDCS 3/423,897 1.8.60, 3/423,455, 3/424,841 1.19.60] 

A CIA index card reported: "Arrived in Guatemala December 30, 1959, and contacted 
Colonel Oscar Morales Lopez who chief of Aviateca (Guat airline); also with Subject 
was Captain Sergio Diaz and Captain Pedro Diaz Lanz. They wished to talk with 
President Ydigoras to explain Castro intends to control CA; they desire obtain moral 
support of Guatemala and impress need to unite CA against Castro." [CIA CS 3 
423455] 

LOSS OF PASSPORT & THE CITIZENSHIP QUESTION 

On March 21, 1960, file #2-192 (Bureau File #2-1499) was generated. It concerned 
STURGIS. On April 25, 1960 (Deleted) Office of Security, United States Department of 
State had decreed that FRANK ANTHONY STURGIS was held to have expatriated 
himself under Section 349 (A) (3) of the Immigration and Nationality Act by accepting, 
on March 23, 1959, an appointment by the Cuban Air Force as Liaison Officer between 
the Cuban Air Force and the United States Air Force. A certificate of loss of nationality 
was approved January 29, 1960. [FBI 2-1449-49] The FBI reported that on "January 7, 
1960 (Deleted) INS, Miami, advised that FRANK FIORINI, INS, reported to that office on 
January 7, 1960, and furnished a statement under oath concerning his connection with 
and membership in, the Cuban Armed Forces, denying any membership or association 
which would in any way jeopardize his citizenship status." The FBI Office in Miami 
advised the INS that this was untrue: "In response for a request for any pertinent 
admissible evidence concerning this matter, your office in Miami was advised that 
Subject had voluntarily appeared at this Bureau's headquarters on March 31, 1959, at 
which time during an interview by Bureau representatives he described himself as a 
captain in the Cuban armed forces and exhibited documents which he described as 
credentials to this effect." [FBI 2-1499-41] On January 14, 1960 the FBI reported:  

Today, Joseph Therman, investigator for the INS advised State 
Department interested in FIORINI case and was making inquiry, central 
office, INS, which office phoned Therman directly instructing him to 
expeditiously prepare detailed brief of proposed presentation of facts 
before hearing. Vincent J. Hannard, registered agent of the Cuban 
Government, advised Special Agent William B. Holloman on January 14, 
1960 that he is aware a hearing will be held concerning Fiorini on January 
20, 1960. Hannard says he feels sure he will be able to have one or two 
officials of the Government of Cuba come to Miami for the INS hearing to 
testify that FIORINI was a member of the Cuban Army subsequent to 
January 1, 1959. He said these officials would be able to bring documents 
with them to substantiate their testimony. Hannard said he was going to 
talk with Fidel Castro during the coming week end and would be able to 
advise this off on January 18, 1960 definitely whether these officials would 



be able to testify. Thurman was advised of the information from Hannard 
without divulging Hannard identity, on January 14, 1960, and was asked 
whether the testimony of these Cuban officials was desired. Thurman said 
that he could not give any assurance that an INS meeting is going to be 
held because this matter is being handled on the Washington level and is 
a hot potato. He indicated that proceedings against the Subject did not 
depend so much on available evidence as it did on the feelings of the 
State Department. When Hannard again contacts this office he will be told 
that no definite date for a hearing has been set. Hannard has requested 
that his identity be concealed in this matter. 

On February 24, 1960, Thurman INS, advised that a hearing was held in 
the office on February 23, 1960, for the purpose of determining whether 
Subject was subject to deportation on the basis that he entered the United 
States illegally without a visa, being an alien, upon return from Guatemala. 
The hearing was to provide evidence showing Subject to have expatriated 
himself due to service in the Cuban Armed Forces, subsequent to January 
1, 1959, as provided in Section 349A of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Act. Thurman explained that the U.S. Department of State had already 
issued a Certificate of Loss of Nationality to Subject, thereby placing the 
burden of proof on him to show that he had, in fact, not lost his citizenship 
through such service. Thurman said that Subject recited the 5th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution when asked pertinent questions 
regarding his connection with the Cuban Armed Forces, but that a 
decision formerly rendered by the Board of Appeals of INS held that at 
such a hearing, should the defendant remain mute or claim the 5th 
Amendment, material bearing upon that point could be duly entered into 
evidence." [FBI Miami 2-1499-45]  

On April 26, 1960, Thurman Investigator, INS, Miami, Florida, advised 
that Luke White, Special Inquiry Officer for INS, had just handed down a 
decision regarding the expatriation hearings being held by that office 
concerning FIORINI. FIORINI was held to have voluntarily expatriated 
himself through service in the Armed Forces of Cuba, subsequent to 
January 1, 1959, and has been ordered excluded from admission to the 
U.S. Consequently, through loss of U.S. citizenship, FIORINI would have 
needed alien documents to properly enter the U.S. on his return from 
Guatemala on January 6, 1960. Thurman said that FIORINI holds 
citizenship in no other country and is therefore a stateless person. 
Thurman said that FIORINI would theoretically be ordered to return to 
Guatemala, but that no decision had yet been reached in this concern.  

Senator George Smathers intervened and another hearing was scheduled.  

On May 5, 1960, an informant for the United States Border Patrol reported that "he went 
to FIORINI'S residence evening of May 5, 1960, and was issued a military uniform and 



boots. (Deleted) related this source said 28 individuals scheduled to participate in an 
invasion against Cuba, but FIORINI himself would not go. Two M-1 rifles and two 
carbines were shown to this source by FIORINI, and source said these men are being 
trained for rifle practice in the Everglades." [FBI 2-1499-48, 49] On May 10, 1960 the 
Headquarters of the FBI generated a document about STURGIS entitled "Neutrality 
Matters." On May 10, 1960, the FBI sent a memo to the State Department Office of 
Security about STURGIS. This Memo concerned Juan Bautista Perez Mendez (File 
#100-93178). On May 13, 1960, a document about STURGIS was generated by the 
Miami Field Office of the FBI.  

On August 4, 1960, STURGIS' appeal was pending before the Board of Immigration 
Appeals in Washington, D.C. On August 4, 1960, Tyler C. Winton, Special Details 
Officer, U.S. Border Patrol, Miami advised the FBI that a source informed him that 
FIORINI was inactive in the anti-Castro field. [FBI 2-1499-50] On August 11, 1960, FBI 
File # Norfolk 97-13 (Bureau file #2-1499) was generated about STURGIS. Subject: 
(Deleted). On August 18, 1960, the FBI generated an addition to Miami Field Office File 
#2-192 about STURGIS. Another FBI document on STURGIS was generated on August 
24, 1960, at Norfolk, Virginia. On August 30, 1960, the CIA reported: "Subject's pilot's 
certificate has been revoked by FAA and his appeal of the order expatriating him is still 
pending." [CIA DBF 56442(?)] FBI reports were generated on STURGIS in Norfolk on 
September 28, 1960, and Miami, October 27, 1960, Washington December 16, 1960, 
Neutrality Matters, Miami, December 28, 1960. Howard Osborne of the CIA's Office of 
Security reported to Arnold Parham of the FBI that "In December 1960, an informant of 
the FBI who lived with Subject at that time said subject claimed he was working with 
and being sponsored by the Agency for some future military action against the 
Government of Cuba." 

 
 

ALEXANDER RORKE AND JOHN F. KENNEDY 

On June 30, 1960, J.C. King, Chief / Western Hemisphere Division, generated this 
Memorandum for the Record: "General Cabell called to say that he in turn had been 
called by Andy Goodpaster. A friend of the President's, Alexander I. Roarke, Jr. of NBC 
had telephoned to offer information which he thought might be of interest pertaining to 
Cuba and possibly the Dominican Republic... Action has been given to Mr. Reyolds and 
he has been authorized to use an 00 man in New York to make the first contact with 
Roarke. I am to report back to General Cabell." In July 1960, pursuant to a request from 
OO/Contacts Division, CIA File EE-27955 was opened on Alexander Rorke. In 1975 the 
CIA described Alexander Rorke as "former witting collaborator (relationship 
terminated)."  

July 6, 1960  
MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief WHD 
SUBJECT: Alexander I. Roarke, Jr. 



1. Pursuant to a request at the end of last week from General 
Goodpasture of the White House, a representative of OO/C in New York 
City interviewed the Subject on July 5, 1960. 

2. Following a rambling narrative of this experiences over the years in 
Central America and the Caribbean, Mr. Roarke came to this major, which 
was the most capable Cuban exiled military leader, and the one who is 
most deserving of U.S. support is Pedro Diaz Lanz. Mr. Roarke knows 
Diaz Lanz and was planning to appear with Diaz Lanz on a television 
program...Mr. Roarke considers Diaz Lanz superior to General Pedraza, 
Francisco Cajigas and Antonio Varona, all of whom he claims to know. 

3. Mr. Roarke said that the Somozas have agreed to give Diaz Lanz a 
military base in Nicaragua. Mr. Roarke himself intends to organize an 
American Committee to back Diaz Lanz. He will call it the Committee to 
Rescue Latin America from Communism or something similar.. 

J.D. Esterline Chief, WH/4.  

On June 30, 1960, there was a telephone conversation between "Reynolds-Daniels" 
about Rorke:  

He originally worked for the New York City Office of the FBI as clerk. 
Since then he has been known to impersonate federal agents, although he 
has not been apprehended for it. He is the son-in-law of Sherman 
Billingsley. Roarke was jailed in Havana last year and feels that the State 
Department did not spring him quickly enough --- evidently he spent a 
couple of days in jail. Ever since he has been viciously attacking the State 
Department. His father is a U.S. federal referee and this guy is now 
unemployed and considered a pest. The local bureau here avoids him like 
the plague and possibly you might want to get a rundown from the Bureau. 
He might use us as a springboard if he get too involved, but we will be 
glad to talk to him if you want us to. This information is from an unofficial 
contact in the Bureau who is on the Cuba desk. He, in turn, has been very 
helpful to us unofficially. Please protect source. To ops support. Start a 
201 file. RR (illegible) July 12, 1960. 

Another CIA document stated: 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Personnel Security Division, OS July 13, 1960 
FROM: Chief, Contact Division, 00 
SUBJECT: Request for Security Checks 

1. Security checks are being requested on the U.S. citizens described in 
the attached Biographical Data Forms. Please furnish any information 



obtained as a result of your checks which relates to the security aspects of 
contact with them. 

2. These persons are to be used for routine exploitation as sources of 
foreign positive intelligence. Virginia L. Thorne for E. M. Ashcraft.  

Attachments: As stated above.  

Rorke, Alexander I.  
Carl F. Massopust [plastics engineer] 
Seng Lip Lee 
Sondra Kotvin  

By February 1961 the CIA concluded: "Wrote article on anti-Castro activities in Cuba for 
Argosy. 00 says he appears to be an adventurer type operating on fringe of Cuban 
counter-revolutionary activities. He has an ability to weave a few items of limited 
dissemination into a fabric of open knowledge and thus sound extremely 
knowledgeable. 00 recommends no further contact with him. (004/180,333 February 23, 
1961 (H-70)." STURGIS was still determined to kill Fidel Castro. One of his plots utilized 
the personal secretary of Fidel Castro, Juan Orta (born May 27, 1906), to plant a bomb 
in the office of the Prime Minister. STURGIS told Paul Meskil that he had recruited Juan 
Orta for anti-Castro espionage in post-revolutionary Havana:  

I had access to the prime minister's office, I knew Fidel's private secretary, 
Juan Orta. I recruited him to work with the Embassy. I planned to go to 
Fidel's office with a briefcase full of explosives which I would leave there. 
When Fidel entered the office a signal would be given and the bomb 
would be set off by an electronic device across the street. 

Juan Orta had entered the United States in July 1955. In 1957 he became President of 
the 26th of July Club in Miami and was charged with making false statements to a 
Federal Grand Jury in U.S. District Court there. Judge Emmett Choate accepted the 
guilty plea of Juan Orta and levied a fine of $400 against him. Juan Orta and Carlos Prio 
Soccarras were the Subjects of Federal indictments for Neutrality Act violations in 1958. 
Orta and Prio were ordered to appear in Federal Court in New York City. [FBI 109-430-
2202 10.29.58] Juan Orta had been serving as an intermediary between Fidel Castro 
and Carlos Prio Soccarras. When their case came to trial in 1959, both Carlos Prio 
Soccarras and Juan Orta received suspended sentences, after obtaining a change of 
venue from New York to Miami. In January 1960 Juan Orta was in charge of the Castro 
plan to kidnap Pedro Diaz Lanz. The CIA noted: "In 1959 and 1960 STURGIS was very 
closely connected with Pedro Diaz Lanz." In April 1961 Juan Orta sought, and was 
granted, political asylum in the Venezuelan Embassy, where he remained until 1964, 
when he was granted safe conduct to the United States. [FBI 109-430-2316, 105-57681 
NR 10.16.59; FBI FOIA Req. #59,998] HEMMING told this researcher:  



The kidnap attempt was a cover for flying in and out of the country. You 
have to have a plan. Otherwise Fidel is going to hear that you're moving 
around talking to strange people. 

A 1977 CIA Task Force Report on assassination schemes against Castro "recognized 
that STURGIS, through his gambling activities and relationships with various casino 
operators, may quite possibly have known Juan Orta, and also raised the question of 
whether STURGIS may have been a source of information to Castro regarding Juan 
Orta's participation in any assassination plot." The Task Force Report admitted its 
information was based on "newspaper stories" that  

Are not necessarily reliable sources of information. However, because the 
statement by STURGIS in 1975 indicated a familiarity with Juan Orta's 
availability to play the role of assassin in 1960, additional attention was 
given the statement in the press, to see how it might fit into other things 
that are known. What follows is subject to reservations that one must 
attach to the reliability of newspaper stories. The New York Daily News 
stories (20-25 April 1975), and another story by the same author on 13 
June 1976, refer to possible relationships between Sturgis and Trafficante, 
also mentioning a Norman Rothman as a gambling partner of Trafficante. 
The Office of Security wrote a memorandum in 1975, in conjunction with 
the first set of New York Daily News stories, noting that there was a 
connection between Sturgis and Rothman in 1960, citing FBI reports. It is 
pertinent to note here that in addition to the role STURGIS is reported to 
have had with the Castro Government in relation to the gambling activities, 
Juan Orta's availability for the assassination assignment was understood 
to be due to his having lost payoffs that he once received from gambling 
interests. One can deduce that STURGIS and Juan Orta could have 
known one another because of their connections with gambling activities 
as well as having contacts with the men heading the gambling 
organizations.  

[CIA FOIA #1057] The CIA acknowledged that STURGIS was the first individual to 
publicly link Juan Orta with Fidel Castro death plots: 

9. Of extreme pertinence to instant memorandum is that information 
contained in the April 21, 1975 article by Paul Meskil which is apparently 
based on an interview with STURGIS to wit: The third (assassination) 
scheme involved planting a bomb in Castro's office."I had access to the 
Prime Minister's office, I knew Fidel's private secretary, Juan Orta. I 
recruited him to work with the Embassy. (American Embassy in Havana)." 
To the writer's knowledge, the name of Juan Orta was never publicly 
linked to an assassination plot against Castro before the above-noted 
article. It is also highly interesting that Juan Orta was in fact the assassin 
to be utilized in the Agency operation, Phase One. It is of note that even 
the November 1975 Senate Select Committee report ―Alleged 



Assassination Plots Involving Foreign Leaders‖ did not identify Juan Orta 
by name as a participant in Phase One, nor did this report identify 
Rolando Cubela by name as being a participant in Phase Two. However, 
the Paul Meskil article of April 24, 1975 outlines Phase Two and does 
identify Cubela as a participant. 

In 1993 the CIA admitted: "Juan Orta was a Castro Government official circa 1960 to 
1961 and was a contact of SANTOS TRAFFICANTE. Juan Orta was originally selected 
by TRAFFICANTE to make an assassination attempt against Castro." [CIA D000136 
9.7.76] In discussing the possible methods of accomplishing this mission, mobster Sam 
Giancana suggested some type of potent pill that could be placed in Castro's food or 
drink: "Sam indicated that he had a prospective nominee in the person of Juan Orta, a 
Cuban official who had been receiving kickbacks payments from the gambling interests, 
who still had access to Castro, and was in a financial bind. Technical Services Division 
was requested to produce six pills of high lethal content. Joe O'Connell delivered the 
pills to Juan Orta. After several weeks or reported attempts, Juan Orta apparently got 
cold feet and asked out of the assignment." [CIA OS Osborne Memo for DCI 12.9.70 
CIA D-000149] The CIA reported "Poison pills were transported to Cuba in late 
February or March 1961, and delivered them to the man who was to administer them. 
That man, however, had already lost his position with the Prime Minister's Office and 
returned the pills after a couple of weeks." [E.H. Knoche to David Belin 3.7.75] In 
October 1960 CIA Headquarters was advised by a source that STURGIS and Aquiles 
Chimza "departing Miami Night October 7, 1960, for Cuba to engage in sabotage 
activities on behalf of Allanza. Western Hemisphere Division Comment: Above 
information reported today (deleted) by Cuban Revolutionary Front contact in N.Y. 
(deleted) for Jake Esterline C/Western Hemisphere Division/4 D. PHILLIPS 
WHW/4/PROP R. Seehafer C/WH/1/FI (deleted)." [CIA FOIA D0022072] Ralph Gilbert 
Seehafer was in Peru from 1954 to 1959, Ecuador from 1962 to 1963, the Philippines 
from 1963 to 1968, the Dominican Republic in 1971 and Nicaragua from 1971 to 1973. 
The FBI generated a report on STURGIS on October 27, 1960, File #MM 2 129 (Bureau 
File #2-1499). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GERALDINE SHAMMA 
 

 

In early 1960, Alexander Rorke went to Havana to contact Geraldine Isabella Shamma 
(born March 14, 1905; died June 9, 1989). In September 1960 the G-2 arrested 
Geraldine Shamma, who was on a mission for exile leader Manuel Artime Buesa. 
Geraldine Shamma believed Manuel Artime betrayed her:  

MEMORANDUM FOR: SA/LD 
ATTENTION: Mr. William Sturbitts 
SUBJECT: Geraldine Isabella Shamma, with aka's 
REFERENCE: Letter of March 8, 1976 from George R. Richards, Attorney for Geraldine 
Shamma 

1. According to information in Agency files, Geraldine Shamman (sic) de 
Carrera, an American, was detained by the Rebel Army Investigation 
Department (DIER), at her home in Miramar, on November 5, 1960. 
Wayne Gilchrist, an Embassy Officer, visited Mrs. Shamma on November 
29, 1960. She confided to him that the specific charge against her was 
that she was the right hand man of the Secretary General of the Cuban 
Revolutionary Front in Miami, Manuel Artime. Mrs. Shamma further stated 
that her reported role with the Cuban Revolutionary Front was that of 
liaison between Manuel Artime and certain Americans (not further 
identified) interested in the counter-revolutionary movement. Mrs. 
Shamma told Mr. Gilchrist that she denied to her interrogators that she 
had anything to do with the Cuban counter-revolutionary movement, but 
informed him, confidentially, that she was actually working with Artime and 
his group. She gave no details regarding the type of assistance she had 
been rendering. Gilchrist noted that for several months before her arrest, 
Geraldine Shamma was a contact of Major Van Horn, Colonel Erickson S. 
Nichols and Miss Betty Perkins of the American Embassy's Air Attaché 
Office. During her interrogation by the DIER, Mrs. Shamma was asked 
why she visited the embassy so often to see the Major and Miss Perkins. 



2. There are several references in the Agency files which indicate that the 
Cuban Intelligence Service believed Mrs. Shamma to be an agent of the 
CIA. There is absolutely no indication in Agency records indicating that 
Mrs. Shamma was in any way involved with the CIA. 

3. The FRANK FIORINI who allegedly recruited Mrs. Shamma to work for 
the U.S. Government has never worked for the Agency. Cite Page 252 
"Findings" Para 1, STURGIS testified under oath that he had never been 
employed by the CIA or had ever served it as an agent, informant or other 
operative. 

4. There is no indication in Agency records that the Major Robert Van 
Horn and Air Force Attaché Colonel Nichols (Col. Erickson S. Nichols) 
cited in the referent letter ever worked for the Agency.  

Chris Hopkins  

LA/OO G/CIOS 201-242256  

Attachment not necessary. (Deleted). [CIA Memo 3.31.76]  

STURGIS told the Rockefeller Commission Geraldine Shamma  

Was an American woman who was married to Captain Shamma. Her 
marriage name was Suarez. So her name was Geraldine Suarez 
Shamma. They owned a tobacco business in Cuba which amounted to 
about $20 million. I recruited her for the Embassy. And her contacts were 
several people there, or at least one major person, and that was Major 
Van Horne. Her job was to meet and make contact with top officials in the 
government, which she did. She had a fabulous home and gave parties. 
Many of the top military commanders went over to her home. She was the 
contact with the American Government with the underground organization. 

STURGIS related, "Because of her activities going back and forth between Miami and 
Cuba with the underground and the U.S. Government, she was eventually captured and 
put in a Cuban prison." Geraldine Shamma had rented a safehouse on Brickell Avenue 
in Miami, where recruits would be screened for MRR membership. MRR, the Movement 
Of Revolutionary Recuperation, was the political arm of the Bay of Pigs Brigade. 
STURGIS told Michael Canfield: "She was the go-between for the underground in 
Havana and the people here. That was Artime's group, MRR. We had a place on 
Brickell Avenue...that was the meeting place for the MRR organization." Geraldine 
Shamma: "The Agency paid for it and I maintained it. The boys who came over from 
Cuba to go into the Brigade would be sent to this safehouse first, and there, they'd be 
screened by the CIA." HUNT had a nearby apartment. STURGIS told the Rockefeller 
Commission: "The Cubans who came from Havana would come to the safehouse which 
she maintained herself with her own money, not CIA money, her own money. 



BERNARD BARKER would call her up, and she would tell him who was there and he 
would come over to pick up these Cuban exiles to be sent over to be interrogated or 
debriefed. This is what BERNARD BARKER would do. And E. HOWARD HUNT, I 
believe, may have come over there. I don't think he did, but anyway, she met him 
traveling back and forth from Havana, where she met him I don't know off hand. You 
would have to ask her." Robert Olsen asked: "You mean you have subsequently heard 
or learned that she possibly had some contact with HUNT?" STURGIS: "Oh, I knew that 
for years, because, remember, I was in Brickell Avenue in Miami, too." In December 
1960 an FBI informant who lived with STURGIS said that STURGIS claimed he was 
working with, and being sponsored by, the Agency for some future military action 
against Castro. [CIA FOIA #73-4] On December 16, 1960 the FBI sent a memo to the 
Office of Security, Department of State, File #2-1499, subject, STURGIS, Neutrality 
Matters. Geraldine Shamma was released from prison in Cuba on March 17, 1963, as a 
result of a deal arranged by James Donovan. When she landed in Homestead Air Force 
Base, Florida, she told the press: "If President Kennedy wants to welcome me, he can 
damn well fly down here!" 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

STURGIS, Pedro Diaz Lanz and Victor Paneque recruited the Buchanan 
brothers, James and Jerry, for membership in the International Anti-
Communist Brigade. James Buchanan, (born April 22, 1937, at Brevard, 
North Carolina) the senior of the Buchanan brothers, was married to 
Edna H. Rydzik in January 1963 in Miami Beach. In 1957 James 
Buchanan worked for the Hollywood Florida Sun until he ran off with the 
wife of an employee of the City of Hollywood. James Buchanan then 
became a reporter for The Pompano Beach Sun-Sentinel. While he was 
at the Sun-Sentinel he had an affair with one of the secretaries there and 

her husband came to the offices of the paper and threatened to shoot James Buchanan 
and the secretary. [FBI 105-82555-3787] James Buchanan was the author of a series of 
articles critical of the Kennedy Administration. In December 1959 Buchanan visited 
Cuba where he aided in the escape of Austin Young from a Cuban prison. Austin Young 
had been sentenced to a 30 year term for counter-revolutionary activities. The FBI 
reported: "Austin Young was recaptured a few days after his escape in a downtown 
hotel and Buchanan was arrested. Buchanan's lawyer said the reporter will probably 
have to spend the Christmas holiday in jail while awaiting trial. The military tribunals will 
be in recess from December 22, 1959 until January 4, 1960 and Cuban civil courts 
normally recess for about the same period. Mr. Buchanan's case now is before the 
Cuban Supreme Court, which will determine if he will be tried before a military or civil 
court. Mr. Castro said in a television speech Thursday night that Mr. Buchanan will have 
to be tried by revolutionary courts which could either be military or civil. Government 
officials scoffed at a report of a possible death sentence for the reporter. Mr. Castro 
himself hinted that it would be a good idea to order Mr. Buchanan 'deported, never to 
return to Cuba to molest us.'" [FBI 64-44828-a Miami Herald 12.19.59] In September 
1962 James Buchanan was quoted as complaining that the Federal Government was 



interfering in his activities: "The Feds are driving us up the wall. They're haunting the 
hell out of us, knocking over our weapons shipments and raiding Miami houses." 

JERRY "BUCKY" BUCHANAN 

Jerry Buchanan, Jim Buchanan's brother, 22, attended Riverdale 
School in Norfolk, Virginia, and then served in the Army. He was 
stationed on the Czechoslovakian border. In June 1959 he was 
the Subject of a Miami investigation for impersonation based on 
use of Army identification in the name of Jesse L. Murphy used to 
cash bad checks. The complaint, which charged Jerry Buchanan 
with Impersonation, was dismissed at Miami when he was located 
at Ft. McPherson, Georgia, in April 1959, serving a sentence for 
AWOL. In September 1961 Jerry Buchanan trained with Rolando 

Masferrer on No Name Key in Florida: "There were 60 of us" Buchanan said, "About 
half Cubans and half Americans. The island was mostly swamp and we were sleeping 
out in the open. In November 1961 a friend of Buchanan had been shot by a Cuban in a 
training accident. a growing antipathy between the two groups finally led Buchanan to 
leave the island with the Americans, all of whom subsequently joined FIORINI'S 
International Anti-Communist Brigade." On May 16, 1961, Jerry Buchanan told his 
hometown newspaper, The Norfolk-Ledger, "There are hundreds of Americans in Miami 
right now who'd like nothing better than a crack at giving Castro the boot. Cubans are 
nice people but, under pressure, they don't remember orders." [N-L 5.16.61] The 
Buchanan brothers flew supply missions from a secret base in the Bahamas to anti-
Castro guerrillas in the Escambray Mountains. Victor Paneque helped locate these 
men. In April 1963 British authorities captured 13 of Cuban exile Orlando Bosch's men 
on a small West Indies island. Jerry Buchanan was the only American among the 13 
arrested. The funds for this anti-Castro action had been furnished by a Chicago-based 
Cuban exile, Paulino A. Sierra, who collected money from Las Vegas gambling 
interests. [CIA 201-739652] 

PAULINO A. SIERRA 

Dr. Paulino Alberto Sierra Martinez was a minister in the Batista Government. He left 
Havana in 1960 and settled for a time in Miami, where he worked as a translator. 
Paulino Sierra spoke, read, and wrote, four languages. In 1962 Paulino Sierra moved to 
Chicago, where he was admitted to the bar and became active in exile affairs. In August 
1962 the CIA requested that the FBI run an expedite check on Paulino Sierra. CIA 
Office of Security records came up negative. [Victor R. White 7.21.62; G. Marvin 
Gentile, H. K. Clayton 8.30.62] The CIA reported that on:  

…March 16, 1963, Martin Pella, who is acquainted with Sierra also, said 
he had learned more from Ceasar Blanco about the Blanco-Sierra meeting 
with 'gamblers.' Blanco told him that during the latter part of February 
1963 he and Sierra were approached by and met with (in Sierra's 
apartment) Burton M. Mold and John R. Lechner. They said 'We need 



your brains.' We'd like you to write a document covering the best solution 
as to how to put together the different political groups of Cuban refugees. 
They told Ceasar Blanco and Paulino Sierra that they were very familiar 
with the Cuban situation because they represented substantial 
investments in Cuba. When asked what investments they mentioned real 
estate, hotels and 'other operations connected with them.' Ceasar Blanco 
asked for some names of people to further identify the two and they 
mentioned Jake Lansky. Ceasar Blanco having been in charge of Public 
Order in Havana, recalled Lansky as the brother of Meyer Lansky, U.S. 
gangster and syndicate man and told Pella that Mold and Lechner had to 
be from the 'syndicate.' [CIA Subject: U.S. Gambling Syndicate Interest in 
Cuban Matters]  

A March 1963 CIA report revealed that Paulino Sierra mentioned an offer of $10 million 
in backing for guarantees of Cuban gambling concessions after Castro was thrown out. 

WILLIAM BROWDER 

William Browder was Paulino Sierra's sponsor in Chicago. William Browder told the 
HSCA he recalled that a man:  

…approached Sierra with an offer of substantial financial assistance to 
over overthrow Fidel Castro, in exchange for gambling concessions. Mr. 
Browder said he and Sierra gave this information to the FBI because they 
did not want Sierra to become involved with gambling interests. As Mr. 
Browder was then a member of the Chicago Metropolitan Crime 
Commission, he was sensitive to the ramifications of such involvement. 
[HSCA Int. 11.29.78 Orr]  

Felipe Vidal also investigated Sierra and reported this to the FBI: 

Paulino Sierra addressed a group of about 80 Cubans and introduced an 
American, whose name was not given. The American then addressed the 
group and said he worked for a company whose name was not given, and 
that he had good contacts in the Standard Oil Corporation. The American 
indicated he was from Chicago and was willing to help the Cuban exiles if 
they could establish unity among the different political groups. The 
American stated he had fifteen million dollars available and would up 
seven point five million if the Cubans would put up seven point five million 
and thereafter they would attempt to overthrow the present government of 
Cuba. 

This document contained information from a CIA report on Paulino Sierra dated May 17, 
1963. In this document an FBI informant described Paulino Sierra as "a man without 
scruples, who has thrown aside the Cuban Liberty Alliance, and is now trying to sell the 
identical plan to other anticommunist organizations, such as Alpha-66." [FBI 109-584-



3596] Paulino Sierra arrived in Miami on May 15, 1963, and invited Cuban exile 
leaders of all political persuasions to meetings where unification for a Cuban military 
invasion was discussed. Pedro Diaz Lanz, Carlos Rodriguez Quesada and Philipe Vidal 
were invited to this meeting. Paulino Sierra said he represented a group of wealthy 
Chicagoans, along with the interests of United Fruit and Standard Oil who wished to 
combine its efforts with those of Cuban exiles to overthrow the Castro regime, with or 
without United States Government approval. [CIA IN 38659 CITE WAVE 8422] Paulino 
Sierra claimed his backers were willing to provide $30 million.  

On May 28, 1963 the Director of the FBI sent The Attorney General a letter about 
Paulino Sierra. [FBI 105-121010-3]  

Our Chicago Office has identified the person accompanying Sierra as 
William N. Trull, formerly an entertainer and currently residing in Chicago. 
Both Sierra and Trull have been interviewed, possibly unbeknown to each 
other and have told inconsistent stories. Sierra, who originally came to this 
country as political refugee and is presently employed by the Union Tank 
Car Company, claims that Trull made the original approach to Sierra. 
According to Sierra, Trull made the approach after reading about Sierra in 
a Chicago newspaper and told Sierra he represented men willing to give 
economic aid for the overthrow of Castro provided that all the Cuban 
groups were unified. Allegedly, Trull told Sierra that the people that Trull 
represented would be interested in loaning up to 30 million dollars on a 
strictly business proposition. As a result Sierra made arrangement for Trull 
to accompany him to Miami and speak to Cuban groups. William N. Trull 
advised our agents that he had been identified as a friend of the Cubans 
as a result of having performed as an entertainer for many Cuban groups 
in Chicago. He said that during March 1963 he was contacted by Sierra, 
who after three meetings between the two men, requested Trull to 
accompany him to Miami to promote attempts to unify Cuban groups 
looking to overthrow Castro. According to Trull, he at first decline to go 
with Sierra but when Sierra called him from Florida and wired him airline 
tickets, Trull flew to Miami, where he stayed at the Ponce De Leon Hotel. 
Sierra asked Trull to speak to Carlos Prio Socarras, former President of 
Cuba and an individual who possibly was Eusebio Mujal, former Cuban 
labor union leader. When assured by Sierra of personal financial benefit, 
Trull agreed to inform Prio and Mujal that he was representing wealthy 
American interests who had business propositions to make for the Cubans 
concerned if they could unify with Prio as President and Sierra as 
Executive Secretary. According to Trull, he talked to Prio and Mujal as 
requested by Sierra and then addressed a meeting of approximately 
seventy groups. Trull advised there is no truth to the statements he made 
but was told by Sierra that the latter had a commitment from a group of 
Cleveland Ohio hoodlums who have interests in gambling casinos in Las 
Vegas. Allegedly this commitment is to the extent of fourteen million 
dollars, made with the understanding that if Castro is overthrown, then the 



group organized by Sierra gains power in Cuba and the Cleveland group 
will receive 50% of the gambling casinos to be set up. Trull advised that 
he does not intend to inform Sierra that he has been interviewed by FBI 
agents and will continue to play along with Sierra to ascertain further 
details of Sierra’s involvement with gambling interests. Our agents will 
remain in contact with Trull and further developments will be brought to 
your attention. 

1. The Deputy Attorney General 
1. Mr. Herbert J. Miller, Jr. Assistant Attorney General 
1. Mr. Walter Yeagley Assistant Attorney General 

 

NOTE: Deputy Attorney General Katzenbach called Assistant Director 
Evans concerning the meeting at MM attended by Sierra and Trull. 
Katzenbach said that the AG had received a CIA report concerning the 
meeting and requested that the FBI look into the matter as there was an 
indication that the allegedly backing promised might be hoodlum or 
gambling money. State and CIA being advised separately. [FBI 105-
121010-3 5.28.63] 

The Chicago FBI Office closed its investigation of Paulino Sierra in June 1963 on the 
recommendation of S.A. Robert a. Baker and S.A. Walter C. Rogers, who concluded 
that Paulino Sierra was involved in a con job, rather than in any real activities, hoodlum 
or otherwise. The United States Secret Service still had an active interest in Paulino 
Sierra in 1963. While visiting Nicaragua in June 1963, Paulino Sierra told an associate 
of Manuel Artime he represented United States gambling concessions in Cuba. [HSCA 
V10 p98] He spoke with Luis Somoza while he was in Nicaragua. The Chicago FBI 
investigated Paulino Sierra under federal anti-racketeering statutes. The CIA reported 
on November 7, 1963: 

COUNTRY Cuba / Colombia 

SUBJECT Attempts of Paulino Sierra to Establish Base of Operations for 
Anti-Castro Activity in Colombia. 

Date of Info. June 1963 

Source: Paras. 2, 3, 4: a member of Cuban exile organization in Colombia 
who has furnished reliable information in the past. 

Headquarters Comment: The information in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 is the 
result of queries made after receipt of the information reported in 
paragraph 1, which was made available by a reliable source. Paulino 
Sierra has not been entrusted with any mission by the CIA; the letter 
mentioned in paragraph 2 presumably is a figment of his imagination. 



1. Ali Castro, who resides on the island of Andres, Colombia, was 
approached in early June 1963 by a group of Cuban exiles to support, 
from Colombia, a plan for anti-Castro activity. According to Ali Castro, the 
Cuban exiles told him that they had the sympathy of the CIA and the 
Colombian Government that both would agree to "look the other way" at a 
plan to deliver supplies to men fighting in the Escambray if the Cuban 
exiles would do everything themselves. Ali Castro indicated that 
apparently the exiles approached him with the plan because the area 
where they planned to transfer materials that were to be flown and 
dropped in the Escambray is very well known to him. Ali Castro said that 
there would be no problem with the Colombian Government, but is 
dubious about the reaction in official United States circles. 

2. About June 1963, Paulino Sierra, who was visiting Bogota, Colombia, 
said that he had a letter from the CIA, which authorized him to discuss 
with Colombian officials the possibility of establishing a Cuban 
government-in-exile, or the use of Colombian territory as a base for 
operations against Cuba. Paulino Sierra was carrying all sorts of 
documents purporting to show that he represented a majority of the Cuban 
exile organizations. 

3. Sierra reportedly spoke with Guillermo Leon Valencio, President of 
Colombia. Other Colombian officials who spoke with Sierra were 
expressing interest in learning something about him. [CIA Col. Sta. Report 
No.CSDB-3/657,755]  

By July 1963 Paulino Sierra said he had built a coalition of predominantly right-wing 
anti-Castro groups who were willing to unify behind Carlos Prio Soccarras as Cuba's 
President, and Paulino Sierra as Secretary of State, in a provisional military 
government-in-exile, known as the Junta Del Gobierno De Cuba En El Exilo. United 
States Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy ordered the FBI to look into the Junta.  

PAULINO SIERRA AND HEMMING 

On August 28, 1963 Paulino Sierra was investigated in connection with the American 
Educational League, Los Angeles. By late August 1963, Paulino Sierra contacted 
Richard Lauchli to purchase guns. Paulino Sierra asked HEMMING associate Steve 
Justin Wilson to deliver the guns to Miami. Another HEMMING associate, Dennis Linns 
Harber, assisted Paulino Sierra in the transport of military equipment. [HSCA V10 p99] 
Paulino Sierra offered HEMMING associate Joe Garman $11,000 to lead a Cuban raid. 
[Hinckle Deadly Secrets p206] An FBI document generated on September 16, 1963, 
read: "Sierra is Subject of anti-racketeering case being handled by Special Investigative 
Division in view of possibility Sierra is being backed by the criminal element. This matter 
had been discussed with Special Investigative Division which has no objection to our 
proposed investigation." [FBI 105-124049-1, 5] In September 1963 Carlos Prio 
Soccarras announced that he was joining forces with Paulino Sierra and other exiles to 



form a force independent of that of Manuel Artime. [CIA TDCS DB-3/656,908 - 9.27.63] 
On October 11, 1963, the FBI in Miami was investigating Paulino Sierra for Neutrality 
Violations. [FBI 105-124049] On October 15, 1963, the CIA reported that Paulino 
Sierra's group "has made a pact with group of Subject 201-326634 for collaboration raid 
against Habana oil refinery." 

HEMMING told this researcher in 1994:  

Sierra came down and tried to recruit us and flashed a lot of money and 
connections. Mob / Teamster money. Sierra dealt mostly through 
intermediaries. He's an aristocrat. I dealt with him personally.  

When the CIA did a document search on HEMMING it discovered a document titled  

Frente Revolutionario 68A01 B, 68A01 N Span Madrid 68A01Q Hdqs. 
68A01U Agency IN 89504 200 300-58 April 11, 1968, Unable to Locate 
Original.  

A further search turned up this additional information:  
 

FRENTE REVOLUTIONARIO not identifiable. P.3 HEMMING GERALD 
PATRICK T 309125 temp chg to mc Holmes CI/EXO HEMMING GERALD 
PATRICK UFG 7632 February 11, 1963, - 201-351547 UFG 7619 May 1, 
1963, 201-337938 IP Files. 

 
MANUEL AGUILAR AND PAULINO SIERRA 

On October 22, 1963, Paulino Sierra was in Miami where he gave Cuban exile Manuel 
Aguilar money to purchase weapons from Steve Justin Wilson. Steve Justin Wilson took 
the money and refused to give Manuel Aguilar the weapons. 

The Miami Police Department reported:  

Received call to 135 SW 19th Avenue Apt #2 at 1:59 a.m. October 11, 
1963, supposed armed robbery by Cuban Male Rafael Hernandez of 135 
SW 19th Avenue Apt #2 which happened at Riviera Supermarket. 
Complainant Aguilar with friend, Manuel Beraza, stated that Subject 
Hernandez and friend Steve Wilson attempted to sell them a car. At 
Riviera Supermarket complainant states after questioning that he was not 
really buying a car, but was completing a purchase of guns and 
ammunition from Subject. He states that he gave a $400 deposit to 
Subject two days ago and made date to meet Subject at Riviera 
Supermarket to pick up guns and pay $642.00 more to complete the deal. 
Complainant states that Subject came to market in car with a large 
wooden crate in the trunk, supposedly holding guns etc. Complainant 
states Subject transferred crate to his car and then he took out the money 



to pay Subject, but decided to open crate first. He states Subject's friend 
put a gun in his back and Subject took the $642 and fled in car. 
Complainant opened crate and found concrete blocks, grass 
inside...Original owner of money was Paulino Sierra who donated it to 
Complainant who is head of FRAC: Frente Revolutionario Anti-
Communista. All money was recovered. 

 [Miami Police Report 10.15.63 CR 7906] Manuel Aguilar Alvarez, was born June 3, 
1929 in Havana. He came to the United States in 1961 from Cuba in a small boat to Key 
West. 

 
 

 
 

Dennis Harber, Isidoro Borga and Bernardo De Torres 
 

PAULINO SIERRA AND DENNIS HARBER 

In October 30, 1963, Paulino Sierra's boat was seized by government agents. The CIA 
reported:  

Source: a member of a group of Cuban emigres trained in the techniques 
of information collection. This group has provided useful reports for over 
two years. This information was obtained from Manuel Lozano Pino. 
Manuel Lozano Pino, member of Dr. Paulino a. Sierra's Organizing 
Committee says that the group intends to institute a suit over the seizure 
of the PITUSA I by U.S. Government agents. It is the opinion of the 
committee members that there was no reason for stopping the craft when 
it was being transported by trailer to Key West by Dennis Lynn Harber. 
The members maintain that no offense was committed at the time the boat 
was intercepted." [CIA 201-737652 11.2.63] On November 7, 1963, 
Paulino Sierra was investigated by the Miami FBI, in connection with 
Alpha-66. [FBI 121010 NR 11.7.63] On November 14, 1963, the CIA 



reported that the secretary of Paulino Sierra's organizing committee 
resigned because of a disagreement over Paulino Sierra's pact with 
"leftist" organizations such as the 30th of November Movement: "Sierra 
had agreed to finance the operations of these organizations in return for 
which the leaders would support Sierra's aspirations to be Cuban 
President for 18 months [following liberation]. [CIA F82-0430/210] 

STURGIS' CITIZENSHIP IS RESTORED 

In March 1961 Senator George Smathers obtained a hearing for STURGIS before the 
Citizenship Review Board of the State Department, which, according to the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service official handling the matter, was unusual:  

Technicalities on which subject's expatriation case ordered reopened deal 
with the fact that subject repeatedly took 5th Amendment to questions 
asked to him at previous hearing and Pedro Diaz LANZ did not testify on 
subject's behalf although he was supposed to have done so. Case was 
ordered reopened to hear testimony of those two persons which, 
according to the INS official handling the matter, is very unusual and not 
according to precedent. It is noted that when SA Kellogg saw subject at 
home of Pedro Diaz Lanz, subject was casually questioned about the 
status of his expatriation and without being specific he said that he was 
rather confident that it would be taken care of ―in Washington.‖ [FBI 2-
1499-60]  

The citizenship of STURGIS was restored on March 14, 1961. The INS in Miami did not 
appeal this determination. [FBI 2-1499-89 2 pages w/h] Under Secretary of State 
Christian Herter stated he had "inadvertently" signed the loss of citizenship order. [AP 
Dispatch 5.12.60; Messick Hoover p154 W/G Ex. 9913; Miami Herald 1.19.71 Messick 
Lansky p191] 

The FBI reported:  

On February 8, 1961, Elmo M. Rainbolt Chief Patrol Inspector, United 
States Border Patrol, informed that during the late evening hours of 
February 3, 1961, and the early morning hours of February 4, 1961, 
Border Patrol Inspectors Gulledge Baker and Lewis G. Finklea  
accompanied the Miami Harbor Patrol, at the request of the Miami Police 
Department, on a surveillance of the tugboat Gil Rokie.  

About 1:15 AM, February 4, 1961 the Gil Rokie was taken from its location 
and the Harbor Boat Patrol, with Inspectors Baker and Finklea aboard 
pursued it immediately after the tug boat got under way. According to 
Rainbolt in an attempt to stop the tugboat, officers of the Harbor Patrol 
fired warning shots after the tugboat failed to heed the Patrol boat's siren. 
Several shots were fired by a .22 rifle, .38 caliber pistol, and a shot gun 



using regular ammunition. It is unknown whether this warning fire was 
returned from the tugboat, according to Rainbolt and the crew on the 
tugboat attempted to run close to the shore at Northeast 43rd Street, 
Miami, and ran aground. The men then attempted to escape by wading 
and swimming ashore. Four were arrested, and one individual, whose 
identity is unknown at this time, managed to escape. After the tugboat ran 
aground, the individuals were observed throwing firearms over the side. 
The tugboat had field packs and ammo (M-1) in quantity aboard. On 
February 9, 1961 MM T-1 advised he had ascertained from conversations 
with individuals associated with Proctor and Fiorini’s groups that three 
unidentified male Americans had participated in the theft of the tug boat 
and escaped the police. [FBI 2-1499-48] 

On February 23, 1962 the in the course of a report on MMRC, a breakaway 
organization that once included Pedro Diaz Lanz, the FBI reported that STURGIS, 
Sergio Diaz Bruel and Carlos Garcia had formed Hampton Roads Salvage and had 
purchased three boats. [FBI 105-108646] On April 24, 1961 the CIA in Miami, Florida 
reported:  

STURGIS claimed to be a member of the anti-Castro group, FRD. Subject 
has camp 40 miles from Miami, with Max Villa Jr. in charge. Camp site 
deserted as of January 1961. On February 4, 1961, a tugboat Gil Rokie 
was stolen from Miami by group, some of whom were later arrested, and 
had previously stayed at Subject's Miami residence. Source reported 
Subject on February 26, 1961 had returned from what he described as his 
unsuccessful attempt to get into Cuba. Newspapers reported Subject's 
U.S. citizenship restored after he made appeal to INS. Some of thieves 
were Alex Rorke, Bob Rostallion, Dick Whatley. a Ken Proctor was also 
involved. [CIA DBF-75627 4.24.61 also see DBF 89191 9.22.61] 

STURGIS AND BARKER 1961 TO 1962 

BARKER'S Operational Monthly Report for June 1962 indicated that he was contacted 
by the CIA on June 5, 1962, June 11, 1962, and June 18, 1962. BARKER'S reports, 
none of which were disseminated, included information on the activities of FRANK 
STURGIS and:  

…possible sources of Miami Herald report on Manolo Ray's outshining 
Miro Cardona in ODYOKE's eyes. While it is hoped that in the near future 
Subject will develop sources of more disseminable information, his current 
reporting is of definite operational value and of interest for the files. 
Operationally, Subject's sources were scrutinized. He listed for the case 
officer some 180 individuals who had been the direct source of previous 
reports and who would give him information on request. These sources 
run almost the entire gamut of Cuban exile organizations. Unfortunately, 
however, all of these sources know, or could easily find out, that Subject 



was and probably still is a KUBARK agent. Pointing out the negative value 
of this reputation (while admitting it is not without its positive side) the case 
officer has Subject to submit a plan by which the more significant targets 
might be tapped in a more indirect fashion so that we might find out what 
certain groups are doing and planning that they would not want to tell 
someone who might be expected to report back to KUBARK... [To: C/TFW 
from JMWVE 7.13.62] 

MEMORANDUM October 1973 

SUBJECT: FRANK FIORINI STURGIS 

Following is information from further review of FIORINI's official file in 
response to Daniel E. Schultz' inquiry to the Agency dated September 27, 
1973. 

There are four volumes to FIORINI'S 201 file, the majority of its content 
being reports from the FBI dated from 1958 through April 1969. 

Agency information included a cable from Santiago De Cuba dated 
January 7, 1959 stating FIORINI claims to be chief of the 26 July Arms 
buyer in Miami and willing to cooperate 100 percent in supplying info. 
Cable stated it possible FIORINI may lose value to rebels but believe 
worthwhile CIA endorse his staying on. Headquarters CIA replied that 
FIORINI had been under FBI investigation for possible registration act 
violations and base should deal with FIORINI under strict consular cover 
and not make any commitments which might be later construed as U.S. 
Government approval of his activities. Wish to reiterate here that FIORINI 
was never employed by the CIA. 

The following is worth of note. FIORINI was involved in November 1961 to 
December 1961 leaflet dropping flights over Cuba. The FBI queried the 
CIA about allegations that the flights by FIORINI and Alexander Rorke Jr. 
were entirely supported by CIA with CIA arranging Air/Sea rescue, and 
that all of FIORINI'S actions were known to CIA Miami and his activities 
being done on CIA instructions. Headquarters CIA was satisfied 
allegations not true but trouble in view of fact FIORINI was in contact with 
CIA rep Florida who used name "BARKER" who supposedly gave 
FIORINI phone number for CIA Miami office. FIORINI was to call this 
number if he was arrested or stopped on flights and the CIA would 'get 
him out.' These Cuban over flights were not authorized by the CIA and the 
FBI was alerted to the fact it was not a CIA operation. (BARKER was 
generally known in the Miami area as a CIA source.) Since BARKER was 
a close friend of FIORINI, BARKER, shortly before the Bay of Pigs 
invasion, was asked by the CIA to attempt to obtain from FIORINI 
information concerning the activities of FIORINI. BARKER met with 



FIORINI several times a month from fall of 1961 to July 1962. BARKER 
reported on STURGIS on July 13, 1962, and on July 19, 1962. Barker 
insisted when queried by CIA case officer, that he never revealed 
classified information or operational data including JMWAVE phone 
numbers to FIORINI. FIORINI told BARKER that the leaflet op was 
conceived by Sergio Rojas. A Headquarters cable to JMWAVE dated July 
1962 stated that Rojas had been non-operational since February 1962. 
Chris Hopkins. 

[CIA Memo 10.73 Chris Hopkins]  

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE 
Date July 18, 1962 
TO: Director 
From: JMWAVE 
Action: C/TFW 3 
Info Cite WAVE 5891 

1. In reply to FBI, please avoid possible embarrassment in attempting 
protect BARKER who generally known in Cuban exile community as 
KUBARK source. 

2. BARKER close friend and sometime confidant of FIORINI since initial 
contact at KUBARK behest shortly after Cuban invasion. BARKER says 
he admires FIORINI and speaks frankly with him on matters known or 
knowable his sector but insists he never revealed classified info or 
operational data including JMWAVE phone numbers. They have met 
several times a month on average since last fall. 

3. Following is summary debriefing July 16, 1962 requested in reference 
and review all A-1 reports FIORINI contacts. 

4. Investigation of reported Phantom Cell flight over Camaguey October 
21, 1961 assigned A-1 who November 9, 1961, reported that all other 
leads having come to dead end he played hunch and approached FRANK 
FIORINI with "FRANK I know." Latter surprised and somewhat 
embarrassed gave reasonably full details: Sergio Rojas who called 
FIORINI early October from N.Y. for conference with him and Diaz Lanz 
brothers in Miami. Rojos agreed with FIORINI better operate without Diaz 
Lanz brothers who had been briefed. They later used this knowledge in 
attempt to claim sponsorship. FIORINI hired four U.S. pilots at $1,000 
each and two Beechcraft for $2,000 took off from Miami International for 
Nassau with crew of three in each plane. Rorke flew with FIORINI. From 
Nassau they took of separately for Camaguey and Santiago but storms 
prevented Santiago so that both drops totaling 400,000 pamphlets made 
over Camaguey. Planes returned Nassau thence returned Miami. Rojos 



meanwhile went Nicaragua to use successful drop as trump card in play 
for Somozo backing in future Ops. 

A-1 reported December 13, 1961, that another over flight planned for 
December 9, 1961, aborted when Bob Swanner, one of four pilots on 
previous drop apprehended on landing at Nassau since aircraft rented at 
Miami for legal flights only. Further British investigation revealed eight 
bundles prop leaflets at Roman Key with Al (LNU) who runs Key for British 
owners named something like Bethel. FIORINI, Rorke and Bill Johnson 
(last probably one of the previous crew) arrested on arrival Nassau via 
commercial flight where they were to meet Swanner for final phase Op. 
Released after questioning they provided bail for Swanner and returned to 
Miami. Rorke took responsibility to arrange Swanner release while 
FIORINI asked A-1 put in good word at KUBARK to relieve U.S. 
Government border patrol pressure promising keep BARKER generally 
apprised future activities. 

C. On February 2, 1962 A-1 reported that Robert Swanner of Miss. and 
Robert Thompson of Melbourne, Florida, missing in Comanche Cub after 
overflying Matanzas (Bodies never found) and that Rojos planning to 
bomb Havana electric plant with Lewis M. Leach Jr. of Ontario, California, 
in Mosquito bomber obtained through "Dip" Childress of Amarillo, Texas. 
Leach to receive $200 per week for preparations $2,500 for raid and 
$10,000 for wife in case of his death. Alternate target two oil tanks in 
Havana Bay waterfront. FIORINI charged with arrangements for Ops 
base. 

D. On February 24, 1962, A-1 reported that Somoza in Coral Gables 
February 21, 1962, to February 23, 1962, said he discussed with both 
Diaz Lanz and Rojos and that U.S. Government had suspended all 
funding of them. Somozo told FIORINI future raids could start from 
Nicaragua but would not be allowed to return there. 

E. On March 17, 1962, FIORINI gave A-1 photos taken of Roman Key 
from Piper Comanche which was later lost in raid over Matanzas. 

F. On April 15, 1962, A-1 reported that FIORINI, Diaz Lanz and crew of 30 
had that day sailed from Biscayne Bay on 70 foot yacht for island in 
Bahamas where Diaz Lanz claimed he had arms for 50 men but was 
turned back by U.S. Coast Guard. FIORINI confided that Op was to be 
Cuban landing but feels Diaz Lanz did not intend to go through with it and 
seeking publicity attempt. 

G. After reports on latest Phantom Cell Op checked on FIORINI'S 
whereabout with wife (common law?) Diaz Lanz and Oscar Mestre, who 
had been active in past with FIORINI and Rorke. On June 22, 1962 



FIORINI called on A-1 and reported he had been in upstate New York 
procuring weapons for Diaz Lanz including 57 MM Recoilless rifle several 
automatic weapons with night lights (sic) and plenty of ammo which he 
delivered to Diaz Lanz on June 21, 1962. FIORINI also said that Diaz 
Lanz has backing of 68 Tampa lawyers which guarantees $1,800 a month 
in addition to stipends from New York and Puerto Rico. Moreover a group 
of recently arrived Venezuelans talked with FIORINI and Diaz Lanz about 
their providing a large amount of dollars for Naval action against Cuba. 
Names of Venezuelans unknown to FIORINI. [This info was supplied to 
the FBI by the CIA as information on STURGIS' activities in FBI 2-1499-
103.] 

H. On July 9, 1962 A-1 reported that Berry (illegible) used for Phantom 
Cell Ops base vice Roman Key with next Op scheduled July 26, 1962. 
That he and Diaz Lanz financially backed by group of North Americans 
which he is unwilling to name; and that he recently landed an 11 man 
infiltration team in North Oriente via Santa Domingo Key. On his arrest he 
claimed Mr. Fickey of immigration persecuting him; that cans of 
phosphorous found in his car low volatile stuff with which he 
experimenting not type used as incendiary. To protect his source he told 
Fickey phosphorous to kill rats. Asked BARKER to intercede with 
KUBARK for him. 

[CIA 7.18.62 To: Dir. From JMWAVE] 

On July 9, 1962 the FBI requested, from the CIA,  

All available information or KUBARK dealings with or approval or activities 
Alexander Rorke and FRANK FIORINI. Inquiry based on allegations that 
November, December 1961 leaflet flights over Cuba by the pair were 
entirely supported by KUBARK with KUBARK arranging air/sea rescue 
and all FIORINI actions known KUBARK Miami and in fact being done on 
KUBARK instructions. William K. Harvey C/TFW Releasing Officer. [CIA 
201-242256] 

STURGIS told Robert Olsen of the Rockefeller Committee: "BARKER'S Station Chief in 
early 1961 was (Deleted), who was also in (Deleted) Station, where he was pro-Fidel. 
(So was (Deleted)." Olsen's handwritten notes indicated: "CIA personnel Jack Stewart 
CIA in Havana 1958 to 1959. 1968 Merida, Mexico. Rogelio Gonzalez Corso 1959 
Havana M.R.R. Chief (military) (code name Francisco) contact with me or Geraldine 
Shamma. Rafael Hanscom U. R. Ray Sandstrom Ft. Lauderdale lawyer for STURGIS. 
Richardo Lorie and Salvador Alle."  

Humberto Sori Marin, Rafael Hanscom and Roger Gonzalez Corso, Manuel Lorenzo 
Puig Millan, Nemesio Rodrguez Navarrete, Gaspar Dominguez Trueba and Eufemio J. 
Fernandez Ortega were arrested by Castro's militia on April 1, 1961. Rogelio Gonzalez 



Corso's code name was "Francisco." He was the number one target of Cuban 
intelligence, who lived in safe houses and worked with CIA Agent Felix Ismael 
Rodriguez. [Felix Ismael Rodriguez, Shadow Warrior, p75; Hinckle, Fish is Red page 
72] Major Humberto Sori Marin, a former Havana lawyer, had drafted the Castro penal 
code which made firing squad executions legal. Sori Marin had been adjutant General 
of Castro's army, presiding at the 1959 war crimes trials that sent hundreds of Battista 
loyalists to the firing squads, and Castro's first Minister of Agriculture. But by 1961 he 
had turned against the Castro regime. STURGIS told the truth about his CIA contacts 
and was definitely "in the loop." 

ALEXANDER RORKE: SEPTEMBER 1961 TO DECEMBER 1962 

On September 6, 1961, the FBI in Dallas sent a teletype to the Director and to the New 
York Field Office regarding Rorke and Serge R. Rohas:  

Today Lionel Childress, dealer in used aircraft, Amarillo, Texas, advised 
owns two Mosquito Bomber stored at Alamo Municipal Airport, San 
Antonio, texas, which he has bee trying to sell. States about two months 
ago was contacted telephonically from New York City by Rorke about 
planes and discussed deal various times on phone since then. On 
September 2 Rorke called and said would be in Amarillo September 3 to 
talk over deal and see planes. Rorke arrived Amarillo September 3 
accompanied by Serge R. Rojas, who advised he was formerly Cuban 
Ambassador to England under Castro but had defected. Rorke stated 
intended to buy bombers in name of Panamian Photography Company, fly 
them to Guatemala or Nicaragua arm them and use planes for bombing 
Standard Oil Company Refinery at Belot, Cuba, near Havana. On 
September 4 Childress flew subjects to San Antonio in his private plane, 
they viewed bombers and returned to New York City September 5 by 
plane stating they would let Childress know of their decision. Childress 
states subjects claimed to represent no group other than themselves and 
wished to make bomb strike to help in raising money from expropriated oil 
and sugar companies for further action against Cuba. Subjects indicated 
UNOFFICIAL approval of CIA. Childress states will not sell planes to 
Subjects unless Subjects furnish proof of government sanction. Rorke 
reportedly formerly free lance writer in Cuba and twice imprisoned by 
Castro. Bureau and New York requested to advise if Subject's activities 
known to proper authorities and if further action by Dallas desired. LHM 
follows. Informative Note Date September 7, 1961 Nasea advised 6:30 
a.m. September 7, 1961. Indicated matter of possible interest to Sampson 
re Neutrality matters. Files culled re subs. BR [FBI 97-4623-4]  

 
In September 1961 the White House ordered U.S. Customs to begin an investigation of 
Alexander Rorke. On September 12, 1961, J. Edgar Hoover sent a letter to Kenneth 



O'Donnell, Special Assistant to the President that concerned Rorke. This document 
reviewed Rorke’s Standard Oil Refinery bombing plot and concluded: 
 

Note: CIA told us Rojas had presented plan to White House officials as 
well as CIA. In view of the White House interest and since this matter is 
within the jurisdiction of Customs, we are making no further inquires. 
Dissemination to State, Customs and other interested Agencies as well as 
instructions to field, being handled separately. CIA advised SA W. O. 
Cregar 9/8/61 it had no objection to Bureau stating CIA had no connection 
with this matter and that CIA in that CIA in this instance would be revealed 
as source. Rorke served as Bureau clerk for 3 months in 1951 voluntarily 
resigning to devote full time to his studies. He has previously been 
connected with anti-Castro activities. In 1960 while gathering data 
concerning an illicit affair of Castro he impersonated a Bureau agent and 
was strongly admonished. [FBI 97-4623-3] 

 
The CIA reported:  

The latest information on Rorke is dated September 12, 1961 and 
indicates that he arrived in Amarillo, Texas, on September 3, 1961 
accompanied by Sergio Rojas, former Cuban Ambassador to Great 
Britain. They planned to purchase bombers in the name of a Panamanian 
photography company and take them to Guatemala or Nicaragua where 
they would be armed for use in bombing the Standard Oil Company 
refinery in Havana. Such bombing they claimed, would help raise money 
for further action against Cuba. They claimed they represented only 
themselves and indicated that they had unofficial CIA approval. [Memo for 
DCI from Sheffield Edwards 8.24.62]  

STURGIS flew another anti-Castro leafleting mission in October 1961:  

In 1961 Subject headed an organization called the International Anti-
Communist Brigade which he claimed had 5,000 men. He has been 
involved with GERALD PATRICK HEMMING who is head of the 
International Penetration Forces, another anti-Castro group. He flew an 
anti-Castro leaflet dropping mission over Camaguey, Cuba, in October 
1961. The $10,000 for the leaflets reportedly came from Julio Lobo who 
has been an Agency contact...Subject has never been recruited by the 
Agency but has been associated with Mr. Eugenio Rolando Martinez 
Careaga, an Agency contact, since the early 1960’s. In 1968 Subject 
resided in Northwest Miami and was employed as a used car salesman by 
G.M. Used Cars of Miami. [CIA FOIA 73-4]  

In July 1964 Julio Lobo was involved with Teofilo Babun in a plan to kill Fidel Castro. 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 



 
June 10, 1964 
Memorandum For: The Director of Central Intelligence 
Subject: Plans of Cuban Exiles to Assassinate Selected Cuban Government Leaders 

1. The following report was compiled from information obtained by Agency 
officers from persons who were parties to the actions described. Agency 
officers made clear to each of the sources that the United States 
Government would not, under any circumstances, condone the planned 
actions. Presumably, the sources of the report, in submitting this 
information, were motivated, in part, by the belief that by disclosing the 
information they would obtain immunity against legal action should they 
succeed in implementing the plan. 

2. A Cuban exile was approached on March 2, 1964, by an acquaintance 
who wished to discuss a plan, which was still in the embryonic state, to 
assassinate Fidel Castro. The acquaintance was described as a 
businessman and a shipowner who owns at least one ship which sails 
under the British flag, and who also has a legally sanctioned interest in 
distributing and placing slot machines in gambling houses. The 
involvement of the acquaintance in the slot machine business brings the 
man in contact with elements in the underworld, primarily through his 
partner, who is a former police officer from St. Louis, and through whom 
there is a tie-in with elements of the Cosa Nostra. The Cosa Nostra 
elements are alleged to have numerous contacts still available to them in 
Cuba and they have offered to assassinate Castro for $150,000 no 
advance funds were requested. If the mission cannot be accomplished, or 
if the plan is unsuccessful, an amount not to exceed $10,000 would be 
paid for the travel and living expenses of five men involved in the mission. 
The Cuban exile commented that he believed he had been approached 
with this plan because of his family's great wealth. He told his 
acquaintance that he was not interested and suggested an approach 
might be made to someone who has much more money. 

3. Another Cuban exile reported that Byron Cameron, owner and operator 
of the M/V Cayman Hope, whose address is Caribe Trading Company, 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, met persons attending the meeting were Teofilo 
Babun Franco, co-owner of the Antillean Marine Shipping Corporation, 
Miami, and two of Babun's employees, Oscar Fernandez Viego and Eliseo 
Gomez Fernandez. Babun and Cameron are friendly shipping business 
competitors in the Caribbean area. During the course of conversation at 
this meeting, Cameron mentioned that he was in contact with an 
unidentified group which would be willing to assassinate selected Cuban 
officials for cash; specifically the Cameron group is interested in 
assassinating Fidel Castro, Raul Castro and Che Guevara. 



5...The contract for payment would be honored only upon the presentation 
of evidence that the three Cuban officials died at the hands of the 
assassins connected with Cameron's contacts. 

6. In early April 1964, Eliseo Gomez Fernandez met with Jose "Pepin" 
Bosch. Bosch agreed to advance $100,000 and Babun and his associates 
would advance $2,500 for expenses. Julio Lobo Olavarri, a wealthy Cuban 
exile in New York, subsequently agreed to the terms, provided that his 
name was not involved. Accordingly, Babun gave Cameron $2,500 on 
April 24, 1964. Cameron then advised his group, and on April 25, 1964, he 
reported that his group had already called its man in Cuba and told him to 
proceed as planned and that "their other man" would be heading for Cuba 
shortly. The final comment was 'we hope to have some good news for you 
between May 20, 1964 and May 25, 1964.' Lobo planned to fly to Miami 
on May 19, 1964 to arrange for the transfer of $100,000 to a safety 
deposit box, the keys to which are to be held jointly by Cameron and a 
confident of Lobo. 

7. The identities of the persons in the Cameron group and how they plan 
to proceed with this mission are not known. Babun's associates are 
reluctant to make any unnecessary inquiries because they have invested 
$2,500 and because Cameron made it fairly clear at the beginning that the 
Mafia was involved. Cameron revealed during the negotiations that his 
contact was a police officer in the St. Louis, Missouri, Vice Squad, who 
was about to retire and who had numerous connections in the Mafia. 
Cameron implied that the other man in question was in Spain. Cameron 
knows that he could be indicted for conspiracy and if there is any 
treachery on his part, Babun and his associates would not hesitate to sink 
his ship, the MV Cayman Hope. 

8. In late May 1964, a prominent Cuban exile who spoke with Jose "Pepin" 
Bosch reported that Teofilo Babun and Eliseo Gomez had a plan 
underway to assassinate Fidel Castro for the payment of $150,000. Bosch 
claimed that he had committed himself to furnish $50,000 and that he was 
hoping he could get the balance of the money from the United States 
Government or from other sources. Bosch indicated that he believes that a 
quick change for the better in the Cuban situation can be brought about 
only by the physical elimination of Fidel Castro and that his elimination is 
well worth $150,000. In pursuing his attempts to raise and additional 
$100,000, Bosch is planning to ask Julio Lobo to contribute at least 
$50,000. Richard Helms. Note: It is requested that this agency be 
informed of any action contemplated in regard to the persons mentioned in 
this report before such action is initiated. [FBI 105-131629-5]. 

The Attorney General 
Director, FBI 



Plans of Cuban Exiles to Assassinate  
Selected Cuban Government Leaders 
IS- CUBA.  

Reference is made to previous information concerning the alleged 
existence of plans involving organized crime elements in the United States 
and Cuban exiles to assassinate Fidel Castro, Prime Minister of Cuba, 
and other Cuban leaders. On July 16, 1964, you were advised, in part, 
that Teofilo Babun Solman, a Cuban exile who allegedly is involved in this 
matter, maintained upon re-interview that Eduardo Garcia, another Cuban 
exile, was present during a discussion he had with Julio Lobo of New York 
City and that Garcia could verify that he made no requests of Lobo for 
funds to carry out the above-mentioned assassination plan. 

On July 17, 1964, Eduardo Garcia Molina of New York City advised that 
when he first learned of the plan in late January or early February 1964, 
he telephonically contacted the CIA at Washington, D.C. from Miami, 
Florida, and was told at that the CIA wanted no part of the plan. He stated 
that the plan was explained to him by Babun and that the details were 
known to Babun's employees, Eliseo Gomez Fernandez and Oscar 
Fernandez Veiga. 

According to Garcia, Babun has close business ties with Byron Cameron 
of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, who is very sympathetic to the Cuban cause. 
In discussions with Babun, Gomez, Fernandez and Cameron all agreed 
not to disclose information concerning the plan if questioned by U.S. 
authorities. Garcia stated that the details as he knew them were as 
follows: The assassins, not Americans, would be of Spanish nationality 
who would go into Cuba with the proper documents and under a legitimate 
cover of doing business with Cuba. Cameron had an unknown contact 
with an unknown St. Louis, Missouri, police officer who had indirect 
contact with the would-be assassins. Babun was very anxious to see this 
plan carried out and contacted Cubans for money to pay the assassins. 
Garcia stated he did not recall the exact amount of money involved but it 
was about $100,000 to $150,000. 

In May 1964, Babun and his wife were in New York City on a personal 
matter and while there Babun and Garcia went to see Lobo. During the 
discussions with Lobo, Babun told of the plan to eliminate the Cuban 
leaders. Lobo stated he would give serious thought to the plan. Garcia 
stated that Babun misinterpreted Lobo's statement and asked Lobo to 
contribute the entire amount or one third in the name of Babun who would 
pay Lobo after they returned from Cuba. Garcia stated there was a 
discussion between Lobo and Babun about a contract at the placing of 
money in escrow but to his recollection these matters were brought up by 
Lobo and not Babun. 



Garcia stated that the name Jose 'Pepin' Bosch never came to his 
attention in this matter and the pertinent results will be made available to 
you. [SSCIA 157-10002-10208; FBI 105-131629-19] Copies of this report 
were also sent to Walter Yeagley and Herbert J. Miller. 

On July 31, 1964, W. O. Cregar furnished D.J. Brennan with the following information:  

Plans of Cuban Exiles to Assassinate Selected Cuban Government 
Leaders IS- CUBA.  

The Nationalities Intelligence Section has requested Liaison to determine 
if the sources mentioned in CIA Memorandum, dated April 8, 1964, 
(disseminated locally to our Miami Office by CIA's Miami Office) and the 
sources referred to in the CIA's letter, dated June 10, 1964, (CSDB 
3/661,353) could be made available to the Bureau for interview.  

The sources of the CIA's memorandum of April 8, 1964, and CIA's letter of 
June 19, 1964, are identical. They are Miguel Guillermo Truyol and Oscar 
Fernandez Viega. CIA is of the opinion that the FBI has interviewed both 
individuals. In this regard it is noted that both individuals are employed by 
a small firm in Miami whose officers and employees are aware of the plan 
to assassinate selected Cuban government leaders. CIA is of the opinion 
that if the Bureau were to re-interview the two sources, it would suggest to 
them that the FBI’s interest in a re-interview resulted from information 
received by this Bureau from the CIA. Sources have expressed the 
opinion to the CIA that, should it become known that they were reporting 
this type of information to CIA, they would immediately be fired from the 
firm where they are presently employed. As a result of the above CIA has 
asked that we not re-interview subject, however they have asked that 
should the Bureau deem re-interviews imperative, the following conditions 
be applied. 
 
(1) FBI would re-interview all people concerned and treat all the 
interviewees in a like manner. 
(2) Interview so conducted so that information originally furnished from 
CIA’s sources will not appear either to sources or to others interviewed as 
the basis for re-interview. 
(3) CIA will not be revealed as the source of information on which re-
interviews are predicated. [NARA SSCIA 157-10002-10226]  

The Director of the FBI sent an airtel to the Miami FBI Field Office entitled "Plans of 
Cuban Exiles to Assassinate Selected Cuban Government Leaders IS- CUBA" that 
stated: "Reurairtel July 14, 1964. On July 30, 1964, CIA furnished following information:  

The sources of the CIA's memorandum of April 8, 1964, and CIA's letter of 
June 19, 1964, are identical. They are Miguel Guillermo Truyol and Oscar 



Fernandez Viega. CIA considers the above mentioned sources as 
valuable assets. Bufile in this matter indicates (deleted). Immediately 
submit your recommendations (deleted) bearing in mind results of 
investigation already conducted. In addition suairtel whether Byron 
Cameron who allegedly is involved in this matter has returned to Miami 
from Mexico and whether the interview with him has been 
conducted...NOTE: We have been conducting investigation at request of 
Attorney General of alleged plans to assassinate Cuban Government 
leaders. Allegedly, U.S. hoodlum element and Cuban exiles are involved. 
We have furnished all pertinent information developed to date to the 
Attorney General, and other interested agencies. Investigation to date has 
failed to disclose any connection between hoodlum element in the United 
States and Cuban exiles. Miami office requested we determine CIA 
sources of information contained in CIA communications dated April 8, 
1964, and June 10, 1964. We contacted in this connection and information 
set forth above is the result." [NARA SSCIA 157-10002-10227]  

January 26, 1977 Jane Zerance of CIA’S LAD/JFK Task Force reported, 

Findings DBA 78251 (FBI document) dated August 18, 1964 concerning 
plan to assassinate Fidel Castro. A person by the name of Byron Cameron 
reportedly had contact with someone who in turn had a tie-in with 
elements of Cosa Nostra. Prices allegedly agreed upon were 100K to 
assassinate Castro; 20K for Raoul Castro and 20K for Che Guevara. 
Cameron denied these allegations. 

HEMMING told this researcher:  

They were dropping bombs, burning sugar cane fields and dropping 
leaflets. You just don't do one thing. Leaflets don't weigh shit.  

The CIA received a Customs report stating Julio Lobo had financed Alexander Rorke:  

Rorke is well known in Cuban clandestine circles and has been involved in 
most of the deals of Commander Diego Paneque, Luis Diaz Lanz, Sergio 
Rojas, now alleged to be working in the State Department, studying 
economics in Berlin, Germany and/or Israel. Rorke also had some 
dealings with Julio Lobo who is alleged to have given financial assistance 
to FRANK STURGIS in the amount of $10,000 for a leaflet raid in the 
Camaguey area some time back. [CIA D002280 11.25.62]  

On October 16, 1962, Alex Rorke met with (Deleted) and told him:  

(1) He is not associated with or knowledgeable of Alpha-66.  

(2) He is no longer associated with FRANK FIORINI or Nino Diaz. 



Rorke mentioned Oscar Mestre in connection with anti-Castro activities.  This 
information was signed (Deleted) TFW/PM.  

The CIA reported December 11, 1961: "Robert Frank Swanner arrested in Nassau for 
break of air navigation rules and smuggling. Articles smuggled were 350 pounds anti-
Castro pamphlets for Cuba drop. Also involved were U.S. citizens William J. Johnson, 
FRANK STURGIS, and Rorke. Smuggling charges not being pressed." On July 21, 
1962, a syndicated article appeared in 40 newspapers throughout the United States, 
which quoted Alexander Rorke as having said the Kennedy Administration had the CIA 
set up "a controlled opposition movement" to Fidel Castro, and was "planting agents in 
all Cuban exile groups to see to it that no military action is organized..." [Long Island 
Press Edith K. Roosevelt 7.21.62] On August 26, 1962, the FBI reported that Alexander 
Rorke was being funded by Cuban exile Laureano Batista Falla. [FBI 97-4623-151] On 
August 28, 1962, Alexander Rorke made his last FBI contact when he telephoned its 
Miami office. [FBI 97-4110-42 encl. p.1] He was in New Orleans in October 1962, 
lecturing at Tulane University. On November 23, 1962 Rorke was a guest speaker 
before the Lyceum-Tulane Association, New Orleans. When the FBI did a search of its 
files for references to Alexander Rorke, this trace appeared: "On November 26, 1963, 
(deleted) New Orleans, Harold Alderman advised that he had engaged in no activity in 
New Orleans in furtherance of the aims of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, with the 
possible exception of the stand he took in a debate at Tulane University with the writer 
Alexander Rorke in October 1962." [Document containing ref. FBI 97-4623-179. Ref: 
44-24016-634 p808 SI 105-82555-454 p688] Rorke had engaged in a heated argument 
with a Robert Reisman, a member of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, at the end of 
his lecture at Tulane: "During the lecture, Rorke made derogatory comments concerning 
Fidel Castro. He spoke on the current crisis between the U.S. and Cuba and was critical 
of the Washington Administration in handling the situation. He was particularly critical of 
the failure of the U.S. Government to back the Bay of Pigs invaders." 

On November 23, 1962, Rorke's boat, The Violyn III, was towed by the Coast Guard to 
Key West at his request. He denied that his destination was Cuba. President Kennedy's 
Cuban policy had not deterred Alexander Rorke and after the December 1962 raid by 
U.S. Customs Agents on HEMMING'S No Name Key training camp, he began a series 
of excursions into Cuba utilizing The Violyn III (Wallace Shanley had confiscated Bill 
Johnson and Alexander Rorke's aircraft). Alexander Rorke later publicly claimed that the 
CIA had advance knowledge of these raids and had helped financed them. Wallace 
Shanley:  

As a Customs Officer I started having trouble with the CIA. They tried to 
spirit certain witnesses out of my reach. I would pick up some guys and 
they would demonstrate that all the materiel they had been provided by 
the CIA. There came a time when I decided to stick it up their ass - they 
were not above the law in the United States. They just thought they could 
do anything. 



On July 3, 1961, and July 5, 1961, documents which mentioned STURGIS entitled 
"Revolutionary Junta of National Liberation" were generated in Miami. On July 31, 1961, 
STURGIS was mentioned in an FBI document entitled: "Intercontinental Penetration 
Force." On August 4, 1961, a document was generated by FBI Headquarters about 
STURGIS and on August 17, 1961, a Secret FBI document about STURGIS was 
generated in Miami.  On September 8, 1961, he was mentioned in an FBI document 
entitled: "Alleged Recruiting Activities, Revolutionary Junta of National Liberation." 
Another FBI document on STURGIS was generated on September 22, 1961, in Miami. 
On September 25, 1961, STURGIS, Pedro Diaz Lanz and Marcos Diaz Lanz formed 
incorporation documents for Hampton Roads Salvage Company of Florida. On October 
9, 1961, the CIA reported that STURGIS "has offered his services to Carlos Prio 
Soccarras as a military advisor and planner for some future armed operation in Cuba. 
Prio and Subject were observed one day in September studying some maps of Cuba. 
Source believes Subject is employed by Prio." [Army Intelligence Report ID 2/182,837] 

OPERATION CELLULA FANTASMA 

In December 1961 STURGIS launched Operation Cellula Fantasma, a leafleting 
operation against Cuba. He apprised Michael Canfield:  

You have to remember one thing. I've jumped from airplanes. I've made 
bombing raids, I've bought agents, you know, threw them out of airplanes 
with parachutes. I took weapons behind foreign countries for the 
underground. I've risked my life quite a bit. 

 An Operation Cellula Fantasma press released stated: "Operation Phantom has 
continually harassed Fidel Castro with its air and sea missions to his island since the 
early days of his takeover. It was only ten months after the Cuban Revolution, as Castro 
was purging his rebel ranks of those not in step with his newly revealed Communist 
ideals, that the first phantom bomber buzzed Havana." 

SWANNER AND THOMPSON  

On the weekend of December 15, 1961, to December 17, 1961, one of the Operation 
Cellula Fantasma leafleting flights failed to return to a commercial airstrip at Norman's 
Cay in the Bahamas. Aboard this flight were Robert Thompson and Robert Swanner, 
who had been hired by STURGIS to fly this mission. STURGIS was listed on the 
Agricultural, Customs, Immigration and Public Health Manifest as a crew member on a 
private flight from Palm Beach to the Bahamas along with Swanner and Thompson. A 
Bahamas Customs Baggage Declaration indicated that STURGIS entered the Bahamas 
on December 14, 1961. When the company which rented STURGIS the airplane tried to 
collect the insurance on the missing aircraft, the insurance company charged the aircraft 
had been used as an instrument of war, and refused to pay the insurance claim to the 
rental company. During a civil trial, J. David Finger of Melbourne Airways was asked 
about his business dealing with William Johnson: 



A. At approximately 9:30 p.m. I called Bill Johnson at MU 1-5864, and was 
informed that Johnson was not in; he would return my call later. I kept 
calling him until a man by the name of Rorke answered the phone and 
informed me he could speak for Mr. William Johnson. And I asked him to 
find out from Mr. Johnson the whereabouts of the airplane and pilot, and 
he had informed me they had run into a little difficulty and that the airplane 
would be returned the following day. After completing my conversation 
with Rorke, I called the Border Patrol and gave them the information. On 
Wednesday, December 20, 1961, in a conversation with the Border Patrol, 
I was informed that a flight plan had been made by Robert Thompson with 
West Palm Beach Radio, destination Andros Island from Fort Lauderdale. 
That evening I again called William Johnson and spoke to Mr. Rorke 
again, who was very abusive; first claiming he did not know who I was and 
then stated to me, "Why should I tell you anything? You will only report it 
back to the Border Patrol." He had found out from the Border Patrol that 
everything he had stated to me had, in turn, been told to them. At this 
point I was given information [from the Border Patrol] that a Mr. Swanner, 
also holder of a pilot's license, accompanied our pilot from Fort 
Lauderdale. That is all I found out about that. 

Q. When you were told by Rorke the first time you talked to him on the 
telephone there had been a little difficulty or the plane ran into some 
difficultly, did you ask him what the difficulty was? 

A. Yes, but he was very evasive, he would not say. On February 3, 1962, 
while I was visiting Miami, I received a phone call from William Johnson 
who asked me if I had flown my own airplane into Miami from Melbourne. I 
said no. I told him I had driven down and what was it all about? He then 
told me that Neal Church of National Insurance Underwriters and another 
investigator were going to fly to Norman's Cay where supposedly the 
seats and door of the Apache 262 Pop were located. 

Q. Were you curious about that information? 

A. Yes. He also stated I should get a good lawyer. 

Q. Did Johnson know this fellow Thompson, your pilot, before; do you 
know where? 

A. Yes, they had many conversations up at Melbourne when they were up 
there...Whenever Johnson would come around the airport and Thompson 
was around, they would have a conversation. 

Q. Did you know this fellow, Swanner? 

A. No, sir. Never knew he existed.  



Q. Did you know a fellow named FRANK FIORINI. 

A. Just heard of him, never met him. 

Q. At the time of the flight this fellow Thompson was your employee? By 
your, I mean Melbourne Airways. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long had he worked for you? 

A. I think Bob was with us about nine months at that point, or less. I am 
not sure of the exact amount of time. 

Q. Had Mr. Johnson requested any particular pilot when he called? 

A. Yes, he requested that Bob fly, saying that he knows his ability and 
qualifications to fly over water and he felt safer with him. 

JAMES HAZEN JONES 

In testimony, a fishing-boat captain who transported the crew to Norman's Cay 
recounted the downed plane had been carrying anti-Castro leaflets. James Hazen 
Jones had managed a fishing resort in the Isle of Pines and was in the real estate 
business before he left Cuba in June 1959 after he received a warning from the G-2. 
Jones moved in with William Johnson in Miami. Jones first met Johnson in 1958: "I met 
him in the Isle of Pines. Two or three other fellows came over with him in a small 
airplane." In Miami, Johnson introduced Jones to STURGIS. Jones also knew Swanner, 
who was a former crop duster from Mississippi. Jones also knew Rorke. Jones testified 
that he attended a meeting before the flight at which Swanner and Johnson were 
present. Either Thompson or STURGIS was also present. At this meeting it was 
determined that Jones and FIORINI would proceed to Norman's Cay by boat and 
Thompson and Swanner would fly there in a private plane. Johnson rented a boat from 
Miami Yacht rental which was piloted by Jones, who was a certified Ship's Captain. 
Jones testified the leaflets he was supposed to deliver to Norman's Cay consisted of 
stickers that read "Castro Failed," and leaflets which instructed the Cubans in sabotage 
and intelligence gathering. The leaflets were signed "The Phantom." Another of the 
leaflets read: "Set fire to transportation, Set fire to the bridges, Set fire to the 
warehouses, Set fire to the factories." The caretaker at Norman's Cay, Alden Lockhart 
Watt, allowed FIORINI and Jones to use his pick-up truck to transport the leaflets to an 
area adjacent to the airstrip. Jones and Rorke then proceeded to the Bahamas by boat 
to officially enter the island. By the time they returned to Norman's Cay Swanner and 
Thompson, after several bottles of beer, had left for Cuba. STURGIS was at the landing 
strip. Jones testified that STURGIS came to Norman's Cay with him by boat: "FRANK is 
very susceptible to seasickness, and he was seasick on that trip." When confronted with 
the customs transire he said that FRANK flew over with Swanner and Thompson, and 



Rorke, Johnson and himself traveled by boat. During cross examination Jones was 
asked: 

Q. Do you know who employed Rorke and FIORINI? 

A. No, I can't honestly say. I don't actually know for certain. 

Q. Do you know if they were working for a Cuban agency, let's say a 
group of Cuban refugees. 

A. They could be. That's all I could say. I know that they did work at 
different times for Cuban agencies. 

Q. Do you know whether any of these people involved -- and I would 
include you in the question -- had any connection with the Government of 
the United States? 

A. That I can't say. 

Q. You can't say or you don't know? 

A. I don't know, I don't know.  

WILLIAM JOHNSON 

William Johnson testified that Robert Swanner, who lived in Johnson's home, chartered 
the aircraft. He said that when the aircraft left Norman's Cay it was headed for Caicos, 
not Cuba. Johnson did not see any leaflets aboard the aircraft. William Johnson said he 
had known Watt since 1960. After the plane departed FRANK and himself went fishing 
and Rorke took photographs. According to STURGIS associate William Johnson, the 
leaflets consisted of instructions on how individual Cubans could interfere with the 
Cuban economy. In June 1993 William Johnson was contacted:  

We rented the airplane for CIA. We were doin' all the raids for Pedro Diaz 
Lanz. He was the one raising the money from Somoza. Pedro was gettin' 
the credit. STURGIS, Swanner and Thompson flew to Norman's Cay. I 
came over in a boat with the leaflets. STURGIS was going to fly that night, 
but the first takeoff was with STURGIS on the ground. Swanner and 
Thompson never came back. We went out lookin'. CIA took the leaflets 
that were left off a small key where we had put 'em. The Navy launched a 
search for them, but they were never found. There was a lot of 
complication there, nobody knew nothing, everything was quiet and 
hushed-up. 

Swanner had previously received a letter from the State Department ordering him to 
stop violating Cuban sovereignty. Swanner's widow testified that she believed STURGIS 



and her husband were working for the CIA. Although the testimony of STURGIS 
(January 18, 1965) later turned up missing from the Archives of the Dade County 
Courthouse, newspaper accounts indicated he testified, denied knowledge of the 
leafleting flight and insisted he was on a fishing trip. The jury decided in favor of the 
rental company. [Cir. Ct. 11th Jud. Cir. Dade Country Fla. No. 63L 511 Gordon] On 
December 19, 1961, the press reported that two planes from an unidentified Caribbean 
base had flown over Cuba and dropped anti-Castro leaflets, along with two parachutists 
with radio equipment. When Bahamian authorities arrested members of STURGIS' 
group for illegal entry, they were told the drop had been authorized and sponsored by 
the CIA in New York. [FBI 2-1499-NR 1.4.62] On December 22, 1961, a Secret FBI 
memorandum concerning OPERATION PHANTASMA was sent to William C. Sullivan 
from S. B. Donohoe.  

Press reported on December 19, 1961, that two planes from an 
unidentified Caribbean base had flown over Cuba on December 17, 1961, 
and had dropped over 250,000 anti-Castro leaflets and two parachutists 
with radio equipment. Financial backing reportedly came from former 
Cuban diplomat (unidentified) who defected from Castro Government. 
Press noted this was second such mission, the previous one having been 
made on October 21, 1961 by two planes which dropped anti-Castro 
leaflets over Camaguey, Cuba. On December 21, 1961 CIA Headquarters 
advised it was financing Sergio Rojas former Cuban Ambassador to Great 
Britain, who was engaged in this type of anti-Castro propaganda activity 
and that Rojas could have engineered the 12/17/61 leaflet dropping 
without CIA’s cognizance since CIA does not oversea his detailed 
activities. CIA had previously advised in October 1961 that it was financing 
Rojas and his associated were responsible for the leaflet dropping over 
Camaguey in October 1961. CIA noted, however, that it was not involved 
in this particular operation and did not know it was to take place. On 
December 19, 1961 Border Patrol, Miami, which has been keeping a close 
watch on Florida Cuba flights advised our Miami Office that the 10/21/61 
flight was apparently CIA operation and stated that planes were flown from 
island in Bahamas to Cuba. It is noted one of participants was Frank 
Fiorini, former Castro follower engaged in anti-Castro activities who, in 
October 1959 participated in anti-Castro leaflet-dropping raid over Cuba 
with Pedro Diaz Lanz, former chief of Cuban Air Force. This raid received 
considerable press coverage and was thoroughly investigated by us. 
Border Patrol further advised that another leaflet drop from the Bahamas 
had been scheduled for 12/8/61 by Fiorini and his associates. However, 
this was not carried out apparently because of arrest of member of group 
by Bahamas for illegal entry. Fiorini’s group claimed proposed leaflet drop 
had been authorized and sponsored by CIA in New York. Border Patrol 
learned that CIA had furnished the leaflets, however CIA stated it did not 
know if it had sponsored the proposed flight but thought it had. In this 
connection Border Patrol noted that one CIA group does not know what 
the other is doing with result there is considerable confusion.Border Patrol 



in addition, advised it believed the December 17, 1961 flight had also 
been sponsored by CIA and that it had been made by Fiorini and his 
associates in the same planes they had used in 10/21/61 flight. Border 
Patrol doubted that any radio operators had parachuted into Cuba. It 
appears foregoing flight were financed by CIA and we are conducted no 
investigation. It also appears that CIA is giving money to Rojas to carry out 
these flight as he sees fit and that CIA is unaware of and does not want to 
know the details. In this way CIA can – in theory – claim it was not 
involved in the flights and did not know why they were scheduled. 

A notation by J. Edgar Hoover on the document asserted:  

This jungle of irresponsibility is almost inconceivable particularly since (? 
Sisco) outcable a few months ago. It is (?) more reason we should not be 
'sucked' Cuban invasion etc as some have been inclined to get us in. H. 
[FBI 109-584 NR 1.4.62 Donahoe to Sullivan] 

March 20, 1963 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Stanley J. Grogan, Assistant to the Director 

SUBJECT: Robert Swanner and Robert Thompson, Pilots Allegedly Shot 
Down over Cuba in December 1961. 

REFERENCES: A. Articles by Al Wood in Orlando Sentinal March 12, 1963. 
Article by Al Wood in Orlando Evening Star, March 12, 1963. Article by 
James Buchanan in Pompano Beach Sun Sentinal, March 12, 1963. 

1. On December 19, 1961, this Agency became aware of some aspects of 
the incident described in referenced reports. According to our records this 
was the third overflight of this kind attempted. On October 21, 1961, a 
leaflet drop was apparently made over Camaguey, Cuba, by U.S. citizens. 
On December 8, 1961, to December 9, 1961, authorities at Nassau 
intercepted and stopped a plane and U.S. citizens preparing to conduct a 
similar leaflet drop over Cuba. On the weekend of December 15, 1961, to 
December 17, 1961, another overflight was conducted by U.S. citizens and 
from this attempt two pilots and a plane failed to return. 

2. Investigation by U.S. authorities of the activities cited above has been 
hampered by a welter of conflicting stories from second and third hand 
sources, as well as by inconsistent statements by the alleged participants. 
However, the following summary appears to be accurate. William Johnson 
has said that he, Robert Swanner and FRANK FIORINI made the October 
21, 1961 overflight. Alexander I. Rorke, a freelance newsman and 
photographer who has been long on the fringes of Cuban exile activity, has 
claimed that he flew on this mission as an observer. On December 8, 1961, 



Robert Swanner was intercepted in Nassau in an aircraft chartered from 
Sunny South Aircraft, Fort Lauderdale. Swanner was met in Nassau by 
Johnson, Rorke and FIORINI. This group tried to get a permit to fly to Great 
Exuma Island, but the permit was denied; the plane impounded and 
Swanner fined $500 for illegal entry inasmuch as he had no authorization to 
fly the plane outside the U.S. On December 10, 1961, a search of Norman 
Cay produced nine packages of anti-Castro leaflets similar to the ones used 
in the October 21, 1961 operation. On December 14, 1961, Thompson flew 
from Melbourne, Florida, to Fort Lauderdale in an Apache aircraft No. 
2062P, belonging to his employer, J. David Finger, and allegedly chartered 
by Johnson for an eventual flight to Nassau. In Fort Lauderdale, Thompson 
picked up Johnson. It is not clear whether Swanner and FIORINI were 
picked up in Fort Lauderdale, Tampa or West Palm Beach, but it is certain 
that at some point Johnson left the group and the FIORINI, Swanner and 
Thompson flew to Andros Island. On the evening of December 17, 1961, 
Finger reported to the FAA at Melbourne at Apache No. 2062P, with 
Thompson as pilot, was missing. On December 18, 1961 Rorke, FIORINI 
and Johnson reportedly chartered a plane in Miami for a trip to Bimini and 
Cay Sal. Rorke allegedly identified himself as a CBS photographer looking 
for photographs of pink flamingos. The plane flew a criss-cross pattern over 
Cay Sal and returned to Miami International Airport. There has been no 
information concerning the whereabouts of Thompson, Swanner and 
Apache No. 2062P until March 19, 1963, when the story attributed to an 
unidentified Cuban farmer appeared in the referenced press items. 

3. As to the question of CIA involvement in the activities of the men cited 
herein, Johnson, FIORINI and RORKE have, at various times, claimed CIA 
sponsorship, although Rorke and FIORINI have also intimated they 
themselves, were the sponsors. In fact, none of these men had any 
sponsorship by CIA whatsoever. Sergio Rojas Santamarina, Castro's 
Ambassador to London from 1959 until June 1966, at which time Rojas 
broke with Castro because of conviction of the latter's communist 
orientation, appears to have been the Cuban exile sponsoring the 
operation. (Deleted) The policy which guided the Agency during the months 
in question permitted a great deal of latitude in dealing with Cuban exiles 
and, although little or no control over their activities was demanded, the 
authorization, funding and conduct of air operations against Cuba by this 
Agency were specifically forbidden. It is quite likely that Rojas, in his zeal to 
strike effective blows against the Castro regime, and despite this Agency's 
repeated expressions of disinterest in air operations, convinced at least 
Alexander Rorke and FIORINI that the leaflet drops were sanctioned by the 
CIA. About one week before the October overflight, and about one week 
before the December incident, CIA began to receive reports of impending 
leaflet drops over Cuba. As noted above, after the October 21 operation, 
Rorke and FIORINI claimed they had been involved. It was not until 
December that this Agency became aware of the full extent of the three 



overflights and the details of the involvement of Thompson, Swanner and 
Johnson. With the exception of Rojas none of the men mentioned herein 
have ever been employed by the Agency in any capacity. 

4. In March 1962, Mr. Raymond J. Dwyer, a Miami attorney representing 
Finger in connection with possible litigation against the insurer of the 
Apache aircraft, approached this Agency for information inasmuch as there 
were widespread rumors of U.S. Government involvement in the incident. 
Mr. Dwyer was informed that this Agency had no connection with the flight 
in question or with the individuals named by him - Finger, Johnson, 
Thompson, Swanner and STURGIS. 

5. In June 1962 this Agency received from State Department a query from 
Senator Robert Byrd on behalf of Mrs. Blanche DeBolt, Elkview, West 
Virginia, mother of Robert Thompson. Mrs. DeBolt was seeking clarification 
of various rumors concerning Thompson's whereabouts. This Agency 
informed State that we had no information that would substantiate any of 
the rumors. 

6. This Agency has checked the transcripts of Castro's speeches from 
December 14, 1961 to December 31, 1961. He made no reference to 
having shot down two aircraft which were dropping bombs and leaflets on 
Havana and Mantanzas. As to the other elements of the incident as 
reported in references, this Agency can furnish no information on the 
following: 

a. Mrs. Swanner story of having driven Swanner, Johnson and FIORINI to 
Fort Lauderdale to load a boat with leaflets. 

B. The $500 checks reportedly given to Mrs. Swanner and Mrs. Thompson 
by FIORINI. 

C. Mrs. Swanner's reported trip to Andros Island with her son and a friend 
of her husband. 

D. The mysterious phone calls to Mrs. Swanner, Mrs. Thompson and 
others. 

E. The role of Gene Asbury and Norman Gratsky or Gradsky. 

7. The JOHN MARTINO mentioned in one of the referenced articles is 
probably JOHN VINCENT MARTINO who was sentenced by Cuban 
authorities in 1959 to 13 years in prison on the charge of counter-
revolutionary activities. MARTINO was released and returned to the U.S. 
in October 1962, not in December as reported. MARTINO was not, and is 
not, employed by this Agency in any capacity.  



Desmond FitzGerald  

Chief, Special Affairs Staff 

THE FATE OF SWANNER AND THOMPSON 

The Sun Sentinel - Fort Lauderdale News reported that two Cuban farmers testified at a 
trial in Miami years later that they had seen the red and white plane shot down by 
artillery over a sugar cane field around December 16, 1961. [The Sun Sentinel - Fort 
Lauderdale News 4.25.72] The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin reported: "The most 
positive word so far on their fate came recently when a refugee farmer brought from 
Cuba aboard the mercy ship Shirley Lykes, told newsmen he saw the plane crash after 
it was hit by Cuban anti-aircraft fire, killing both the pilots. The farmer, who asked that 
his name be withheld, said he saw a Piper Apache make a low pass over the city of 
Matanzas on December 15, 1961, dropping anti-Castro leaflets to workers in nearby 
sugar cane fields. He said the plane was hit and crashed into a sugar mill." [3.29.63] 

STURGIS AND PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY MARCH 1962 

STURGIS:  

I've taken Presidents of foreign countries to speak to our President, that 
was John F. Kennedy, and there are records of it...Now, I met President 
Kennedy. I took President Carlos Prio of Cuba to speak with Kennedy. 
President Prio is a good friend of mine. I go to President Prio's home...it 
would have been very easy to take out the President. As a matter of fact, 
on the second floor of the hotel, they set up a reception for 200 people 
and I and ex-President of Cuba, Carlos Prio were part of the 200 people 
who spoke to President Kennedy. As a matter of fact, it was very easy for 
me to take President Prio through the security set-up that was around the 
President. There was no problem in taking President Carlos Prio and 
myself to see the President...I made arrangements for Prio with telephone 
calls to D.C." [Combination of STURGIS' Depo in HUNT v. WEBERMAN 
and Canfield interview]  

STURGIS told Robert Olsen of the Rockefeller Commission: "Carlos Prio former 
President of Cuba (overthrown by Batista) was introduced to JFK by STURGIS at 
Fountainbleu Hotel in Miami Beach." 

On April 29, 1962, The New York Times that the feeling that United States Government 
was moving toward some form of co-existence with the Castro regime was growing 
among Cuban exiles in Miami. Pedro Diaz Lanz said that "co-existence is already here." 
He said that not a single supply boat for the Cuban underground had been able to 
evade the United States authorities for many months and the Cuban underground in 
Cuba was without any help or support from the exiles in the United States. Lanz felt the 
orders to do this came "directly from Washington." Sometime in 1962 Task Force W's 



William Harvey generated a document that connected STURGIS to William Johnson in 
a 1961 smuggling indictment.  

In June, July, September, and October 1962, STURGIS was overheard on an FBI 
electronic bug planted in a Miami bail bondsman's office. On October 14, 1972, the FBI 
reviewed its ELSUR files in connection with STURGIS:  

Information regarding STURGIS is set out below. (Deleted) FRANK 
ANTHONY STURGIS aka FRANK ANGELO FIORINI, FBI Number 948 
362C. (Deleted) b) No electronic surveillance was conducted on any 
premises of which STURGIS was the owner, lessee or licensee. c) 
Electronic eavesdropping device. d) No trespass. (Deleted) The above 
three communications were also disseminated to the Jacksonville, New 
York, Tampa and Washington Field Offices. These four offices have been 
requested by teletype to advice of any further dissemination on their part. 
(Deleted) Miami electronic indices negative under known additional 
aliases of FIORINI, namely Joseph Di Alberto and Joseph D'Alberto. 

HEMMING told this researcher the Miami bail bondsman was Ed Stanton but 
subsequent research revealed it was Harold Solomon. On June 12, 1962, the Security 
Branch Chief of the Miami CIA Station received a call from the FBI:  

DISCUSSION George Davis, FBI called and spoke to Chief, Security 
Branch. Mr. Davis wanted to know if FRANK STURGIS was one of our 
people. He indicated that FRANK STURGIS was believed to be involved 
in some type of operation which was to drop leaflets and also to have a 
bombing raid on Cuba. The writer was advised by (deleted) that as far as 
they knew, the Subject was not one of our people. There were, however, a 
number of cards in his name. Mr. Davis was called by the writer and 
advised that as far as the writer could ascertain, Subject was not being 
used by us. Mr. Davis stated that he would appreciate having any current 
information we he might have or that might come into our possession in 
the future regarding the following: Subject’s current activities; associates; 
proposed bombing raid; when it will take place; location of base of 
operations; etc. The write advised him that in the event we should come 
into possession of such information it would be passed on to his office. 
[CIA FOIA 19156] 

On June 13, 1962, STURGIS was the subject of a FBI reported entitled "Pro Gobierno 
Constitutucional de Cuba." On June 15, 1962 he was the Subject of a Miami FBI Report 
- "Neutrality Matters."  

Subject is an American soldier of fortune who participated in pro-Castro 
activities prior to Batista downfall and who became anti-Castro shortly 
after Castro assumption of power. In October, 1959, he participated in 
anti-Castro leaflet-dropping mission over Cuba along with Pedro Diaz 



Lanz, former Chief Cuban Air Force. He has reputation of being liar and 
braggart. Miami informant has recently advised that Fiorini, by which name 
subject is more commonly known, claims to be planning three raids over 
Cuba, one of which will be for propaganda purposes. Fiorini also claims 
that he needs sulphur to make fire bombs to be dropped on Cuban sugar 
cane fields and that he is preparing dynamite bombs for dropping on 
undisclosed Cuban targets. Informant pointed out that it is difficult to 
evaluate the accuracy and truthfulness of information furnished by Fiorini 
since he has a propensity for bragging exaggerating things in order to 
enhance his own importance. Another informant has reported that Fiorini 
claims to be preparing raid over Cuba utilizing base outside United States 
and that this raid should differ from previous leaflet-dropping mission in 
that, in addition to leaflets, bombs would be dropped and there would be 
strafing. Fiorini did not state when raid would take place but has indicates 
that considerable preparation is necessary prior to its initiation. According 
to informant, Fiorini reportedly told unidentified newspaperman that 
incident would not involve violation of U. S. laws since all activity would 
occur outside United States. Customs representative, Miami, advised that 
Subject in May 1962 contacted Alex Rorke, New York newspaperman who 
has been associated with STURGIS in Cuban revolutionary activities in 
the past, and told him he had about 40 boats in the South Florida area 
ready for military action against Cuba. Reportedly Rorke has formed 
organization in New York area to raise funds for Fiorini and Rorke has 
allegedly engaged in this activity. [FBI 2-1499-93] 

 
The CIA reported that on June 21, 1962, STURGIS delivered an unknown quantity of 
weapons to Pedro Diaz Lanz. On June 23, 1962 Pedro Diaz Lanz was observed at the 
wheel of the boat, Q-USA heading in a southeasterly direction of Key Biscayne. On 
June 28, 1962, the Washington Headquarters of the FBI cranked out a report on 
STURGIS that was classified SECRET. On June 28, 1962, Inspector Willis Smithson 
U.S. Border Patrol advised that William Johnson had returned to Miami Yacht Rentals 
on that date and was making arrangements to lease a 36' foot Chris-Craft vessel known 
as the Miss B. That night the U.S. Customs Service searched the Miss B at a dock in 
front of a residence at 1985 North Hibiscus Drive, but only turned up anti-Castro 
leaflets. The FBI reported:  

On June 30, 1962, Mr. Frickie advised that on that morning the North 
Miami Police Department observed a 1958 Cadillac four-door sedan, white 
over turquoise, bearing 1962 Florida License 1WW 647, to arrive in front 
of the residence at 1985 North Hibiscus Drive, Keystone Point, North 
Miami, Florida. It is noted previous investigation has disclosed that this 
automobile is registered to FRANK FIORINI, which is the true name of 
FRANK STURGIS. Within the automobile, among other things, was found 
three 11 lb. cans of Mallinckrodt phosphorous. 

Customs seized the phosphorous and STURGIS's car but no charges were filed.  



On June 30, 1962, Mr. Fickie said he received a telephone call from an 
individual who identified himself as William Johnson and asked what 
happened to Fiorini. Fickie told him that STURGIS' automobile had been 
seized that morning. Johnson expressed surprise and stated Fiorini had 
been trying to borrow his automobile that morning and Johnson was of the 
opinion that STURGIS was 'trying to pull a fast one on me.' Johnson did 
not give any additional information to Fickie. 

Records of the Border Patrol, Miami, Florida, disclosed that on June 30, 
1962 a telephone call was received from Sunny South, an aircraft rental 
company located in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, for check-out of a 
prospective customer. Subsequent investigation by Border Patrol revealed 
that a man came to Sunny South and represented himself as Robert 
Frank Swanner who wanted to rent a twin Beech aircraft for three days to 
go to Nassau, Bahamas. The original Robert Frank Swanner is well known 
to officials at Sunny South and it was ascertained from investigation that 
this individual was not Robert Frank Swanner III who, along with Robert L. 
Thompson has been missing since December 14, 1961 when they made a 
flight in an Apache Aircraft, believed to have been made over Cuba. The 
individual who had come to the aircraft company on June 30, 1962 was 
described as a much older man and inasmuch as this individual said he 
was from Oklahoma, it was their belief that he might be the younger 
individuals father. [Even though the personal at Sunny South identified a 
photo of Swanner’s dad as the man who wished to rent the aircraft it was 
ascertained that Papa Swanner was locked up at the time] 

  

On July 3, 1962, STURGIS claimed that 20 of his men had landed in Cuba "to support 
and extend anti-Castro uprisings in the Matanzas Province of Cuba." [FBI 2-14999-99 
mostly w/h] STURGIS was picked up by the Miami Police Department for questioning. 
[The Miami Herald 7.3.62] On August 15, 1962, STURGIS was the Subject of an FBI 
Report at Miami that was classified SECRET:  

It was previously reported on June 13 and June 15, 1962 that Frank 
Anthony Sturgis of Miami, Florida, is allegedly making preparations for a 
bombing and leaflet dropping raid over Cuba. On July 5, 1962 it was 
reported that FIORINI, according to newspaper reports at Miami on July 3, 
1962, claimed that 20 trained, Cuban guerillas had made a successful 
landing by boat in Cuba's Matanzas Province. FIORINI claimed the 
landing of these men had been affected from a 40 foot boat. It was also 
reported on July 5, 1962 that Fiorini claimed that Pedro Luis Diaz Lanz, 
former Chief of the Cuban Air Force during the Castro regime, now 
residing in exile in Miami, has no connection with his activities. On June 
22, 1962 [a CIA source of known reliability] was in contact with Frank 
Fiorini, who had returned from upstate New York on a trip. Frank Fiorini 
advised the source of MM T-1 of the following: Pedro Diaz Lanz has been 



very active lately in raising funds…MM T-1’s source continued that on 
June 19 or 20, 1962, Marcos Diaz Lanz, brother of Pedro Diaz Lanz 
informed Fiorini that the Venezuelan money had arrived and asked Fiorini 
to procure certain weapons that were necessary for the operation. Lanz 
was anxious to obtain several bazookas. Fiorini claimed he had located 
these weapons in New York and agreed to proceed there to obtain them. 
When he arrived in New York the armament had been sold but Fiorini said 
he was able to obtain a brand new .57 mm recoilless rifle with plenty of 
ammunition. MM T-1’s source went on to state that Fiorini said that he had 
decided on obtaining this equipment since it had a much longer range 
than the bazookas, and at least Diaz would have, if not the same thing, 
something better than he had bargained for. Upon Fiorini’s arrival in Miami 
on June 22, 1962 he delivered the equipment to Marcos Diaz Lanz. Laying 
it on the floor of his living room. Fiorini claimed that Marcos Diaz had 
commented that the equipment was brand new and that it had night light 
attachments. MM T-1’s source was not certain what Fiorini meant but he 
was of the opinion that Fiorini had been able to also obtain what he 
termed several automatic weapons which could have been M-3’s, also 
they may have possibly been Browning automatic rifles. 
 
MM T-1’s source also learned that Fiorini had been asked if he intended to 
participate in the Diaz naval project. Fiorini hedged around the question, 
stating that he doubted very much that Diaz would actually comply with 
the obligation to the Venezuelans. It was MM T-1’s source’s opinion that if 
Diaz does not decide to go ahead with the naval project, Fiorini will be 
involved in it. It was the source’s opinion that Pedro Diaz will not do 
anything except something that may have publicity value. On July 5, 1962, 
Mr. Edward Pickie, United States Customs, Miami, Florida, advised that 
on July 1, 1962, a firm known as Hampton Roads Salvage Company of 
Florida had applied for and been granted approval to change the 
classification of a vessel from pleasure to commercial use. Pickie said this 
boat is named the Q-USA...According to the boat registration certificate 
the vessel is to be used in connection with commercial fishing.  

 
MM T-2 also pointed out that it had been confirmed that Fiorini had 
purchased a .57 mm recoilless rifle through the Rich Lauchli Ordnance 
Experimental Company, Collinsville, Illinois. This rifle was sold to Fiorini 
for $200.00 Fiorini brought the rifle to Miami and was planning to sell it to 
a Cuban named Oscar Pino. MM T-2 said Fiorini claims that he is the 
purchasing agent for one of the anti-Castro organizations which comprises 
nine different segments. MM T-2 pointed out, however, that it is not known 
if such is true or not as Fiorini has a reputation for being a braggart and a 
bald liar. MM T-2 also said that he had learned that Lauchli, who sold the 
above rifle to Fiorini, had claimed he was given the name of Fiorini 
through a newspaperman named Robert K. Brown, a reporter for the 
Denver Post. 



 
On July 24, 1962, MM T-4 advised that Fiorini was in the Miami area and 
had indicated interest in carrying out some type of plan to bring about the 
assassination of Fidel Castro, his brother Raoul, and other top Cuban 
government leaders. MN T-4 advised that Fiorini’s plans appeared to be in 
the talking stages and that there appeared to be nothing imminent at that 
time. MM T-4 pointed out; however, that Fiorini had previously mentioned 
having a quantity of bombs and on July 24, 1962, discussed the possibility 
of storing some of them at the office of Harold Solomon, Bail Bonds. MM 
T-4 related that when Fiorini suggested the idea to George Levine, one of 
the partners in the business, he was promptly told to give up the idea. 

 
On July 25, 1962, MM T-2 advised be had learned that on that date Fiorini 
had been in possession of eight bombs. These bombs were described as 
being made of iron pipe, each 10 inches long, two inches in diameter, and 
containing approximately one and one-halt pounds of powder. Fiorini also 
claimed that he had sane bomb casings which are filled with napalm. ! 
Fiorini said he was planning another mission over Cuba which would 
involve the of these bombs utilizing Twin Beach Aircraft. Fiorini claimed 
that the operation would originate from somewhere in the Bahamas but 
did not indicate the specific location of the base, nor the island. 

PHANTOM RAIDERS BOMB AND STRAFE CUBAN PORT 

CARIBBEAN JUNE 25, 1962. Early Thursday morning, 3 unmarked World 
War II type B-25 bombers based at an undisclosed Caribbean Island here 
successfully penetrated Cuba’s costal defense and scored a daring raid 
on the port city of xxxxx. The bomber, piloted by members of BRIGADA 
INTERNACIONAL ANTI-COMUNISTA (IACB) flew in off the water at 
treetop level dropping 100 pound bombs in several passes over the harbor 
area. Explosives and incendiaries ripped into docks, warehouses and 
storage bins in the target areas. Amid the fires and confusion machine 
guns chattered as one of the aircraft veered off to a pre-arranged drop 
zone and parachuted foods, leaflets and medical supplies in the 
surrounding area to the hungry Cuban people. 

INTERNATIONAL ANTI-COMMUNIST BRIGADE  

TO LIVE IS TO DIE  

FIDEL FAILED 

Phantom Cells 
 

OPPRESSED PEOPLE OF CUBA 
 



The International Anti-Communist Brigade is dedicated to 
your liberation. The citizens of the free world are aware of 
your suffering under the Communist dictatorship of FIDEL 

CASTRO.  
 

Soldiers of all nations will help you, as members of the 
Brigade.  

 
SOME MUST DIE IN ORDER THAT OTHERS MAY LIVE. 

 

 

On July 3, 1962 MM T-2 said it was his personal opinion t that Fiorini is lying; that he 
has not been successful in any of his undertakings and he reiterated that he is of the 
belief that Fiorini is fabricating data to these newsmen as he is being interviewed by 
them. On July 5, 1962, STURGIS was the subject of an FBI Report at Miami. This highly 
deleted report stated that William Johnson had rented a 20 foot Chris Craft vessel on 
June 21, 1962. [FBI 2-1499-102] On July 13, 1962, a document was generated about 
STURGIS by the FBI that was illegible. On July 5, 1962, the Director of the FBI sent 
USAAG J. Walter Yeagley a highly deleted memo: "(Deleted) In view of this and since 
the Border Patrol in Miami is also conducting investigation in this matter, we are not 
conducting an investigation of the Subject's activities..." [No Serial - Xerox of carbon] On 
July 21, 1962 U.S. Customs seized 100,000 of STURGIS' anti-Castro leaflets plus his 
Cadillac. [Miami Herald 7.22.62] William Johnson commented: "FIORINI had a Cadillac 
- this didn't sit well with the other troops. He and the stripper he was living with had 
tremendous fights over who would use the Cadillac. Cubans resented the Cadillac as 
they felt he should have given his all for the revolution." On July 24, 1962, the CIA 
received information that STURGIS was planning his next Cuban overflight for July 26, 
1962. The fairly reliable CIA source stated: "Subject and Diaz-Lanz are being financially 
backed by a group of North Americans." [CIA FOIA #2-1499-103] Also in July 1962, 
there was information that William Johnson rented a yacht for anti-Castro activities. 
When the Border Patrol found and searched this vessel, it discovered a press release 
stating the International Anti-Communist Brigade had launched an air raid against 



Castro, which rained leaflets on Cuba advocating that anti-Castro elements within the 
country break up in small cells in order to carry out acts of sabotage. On July 31, 1962 
STURGIS was the subject of an FBI Report entitled "Pro Gobierno Constitutucional de 
Cuba."  

A CIA Index Card dated August 15, 1962, reported: "a twin engine plane dropped food, 
medicines and anti-Castro pamphlets into a remote area of western Cuba's Pinar Del 
Rio Province early yesterday it was reported today. The food, apparently intended for 
the enemies of Fidel Castro, was dropped at an unspecified spot. The leaflets fell on the 
village of Cortes, Las Martinas and El Campo. A fighter plane from the San Julian Air 
Base tried to intercept the invader but was unable to do so. The flight was arranged by a 
Cuban refugee group headed by STURGIS." On September 11, 1962, Counter-
Intelligence received information on Alexander Rorke and STURGIS. [CIA CSCI 
3/772,888] 

PEDRO DIAZ LANZ'S ANTI-KENNEDY PROPAGANDA SEPTEMBER 1962 

September 27, 1962,  

Report No. 11 

Subject: Anti-Kennedy propaganda, edited and distributed by Pedro Diaz 
Lanz, Cuban exile leader in this area.  

Source: Pedro Diaz Lanz 

On Wednesday, September 17, 1962, I was visited by Pedro Diaz Lanz, 
who gave me the included mimeographed sheet. This paper is in tone with 
the constant conversation of Diaz Lanz, to the effect that Kennedy and 
most of his administration are communists, and are betraying Cuba and 
the Cubans, as well as the citizens of the United States. This paper was 
shown to FRANK FIORINI, who told me that Diaz Lanz had edited it.  

Comments: From previous conversations held with Lanz, I noticed certain 
similarities in phraseology that coincided with the general tenor of a 
conversation held with Rorke a month ago. I asked him if he had spoken 
to Diaz Lanz, as they both sounded the same. He admitted he had. It is 
believed that Rorke has influence with Diaz Lanz in this matter. B. [CIA 
00078] 

On December 26, 1962, STURGIS was the Subject of an FBI Report, Subject: Felipe 
Vidal Santiago at Miami classified SECRET. [FBI File 105-6466 Field] On February 25, 
1963, STURGIS was the Subject of an FBI Report at Miami titled Pedro Diaz Lanz [FBI 
Filed 105-1598] On February 26, 1963, STURGIS put three exiles and an arms cache 
ashore in Cuba. [CIA TDCSDB 3/653, 545 3.6.63] On March 30, 1963 the FBI 
generated a document entitled, ―Anti-Castro Strike against Cuba Scheduled for Week of 



March 26, 1963 Internal Security Cuba Neutrality Matter. Date March 30, 1963 Miami 
Florida. No file number. SECRET. 
 

JERRY BUCHANAN: MARCH 1963 

The FBI: "In connection with the investigation of the case entitled 'LEE HARVEY 
OSWALD' (105-82555), Zacarias Acosta, Los Pinos Nuevos leader, advised as follows: 
In March 1963 Jerry Buchanan had engaged in anti-Castro operations together with 16 
members of Los Pinos Nuevos. Acosta was one of the 16 Cubans who, in the latter part 
of March 1963, had departed in the boat, The Violyn III, with a load of arms and 
munitions. At a point off Key West Jerry Buchanan was put aboard the Violyn III from a 
small launch that was also occupied by Alexander Rorke and FRANK FIORINI." [FBI 
105-82555-3787 p19 - Acosta DOB 9.6.1894 died 10.80] The Violyn III was stopped in 
the Bahamas, heavily armed, and on its way to attack a Soviet freighter. The British 
seized the boat. Jerry Buchanan, the only United States citizen aboard, told the press 
he had "Presidential authorization" for the mission; as his superiors he named his 
brother James, as well as STURGIS and Alexander Rorke. HEMMING reported Richard 
Lauchli sold dynamite to Los Pinos Nuevos. 

The CIA reported that  

As of March 24, 1963, FRANK FIORINI with Bill Johnson and Alex Rorke 
were planning a strike against Cuba. The operation includes a combined 
boat and aerial attack, in the latter phase a Beechcraft aircraft will be used 
as a bomber. During the week of March 18, 1963, FIORINI and Johnson 
cached three one hundred pound bombs at a base in the Caribbean. 
FIORINI stated there are seven such bombs available and they will be 
dropped out of the side door of the Beechcraft. Bill Johnson* previously 
stated that he participated in a leaflet raid on Matanzas Province which 
involved a twin-engine Beechcraft. He operates from a landing strip on 
Norman Cay. This Cay has a cove for handling boats and supplies are 
stored on this Cay. *Bill Johnson in full control of all MIRR ops. [CIA CSCI 
3/771,919]  

On March 27, 1963,  

Wallace Shanley, U.S. Customs, advised that about one month ago Frank 
Fiorini contacted him concerning alleged plan under discussion by 
unidentified persons to drop bombs by plane over Cuba. Fiorini told 
Shanley he considered this plan ridiculous and would immediately notify 
Shanley if any attempt was made to put plan into action. Shanley has not 
since heard from Fiorini. It is to be noted CIA information was received by 
CIA sources from Fiorini and Johnson both of whom are regarded as 
professional adventurers of questionable reliability. On March 26, CIA 
Miami advised it possessed no additional information. [FBI 2-1803-4]  



On March 30, 1962, the Coast Guard raided Norman's Key, searching for the Violyn III. 
The FBI:  

Following the Interagency Conference which was held in Miami on March 
30, 1963, Sterling J. Cottrell, Coordinator of Cuban Affairs, Bureau of 
Inter-American Affairs, Department of State, received a telephone call 
from his headquarters in Washington, D.C. Following this conversation, 
Cottrell remarked to Harvey (Illegible), State Department representative in 
Miami, and a representative of our Miami Office, that the United States 
Coast Guard had dispatched a Patrol plane to Norman Key on the basis of 
information which had been furnished by the (Deleted) indicating that the 
Subject and others were proceeding (deleted) in connection with some 
anti-Castro undertaking which was to take place in the immediate future. 
Cottrell remarked that his headquarters had just been notified that the 
United States Coast Guard had not found the Subject or any of his 
associates on the Key, and that only one boat was there, which was 
occupied by United States Senator George Smathers of Florida. Later, 
when advised that Cottrell had received another telephone call from 
Washington and had been instructed to treat the information concerning 
Norman Key and Senator Smathers as confidential to avoid 
embarrassment concerning this matter, he asked the representative of our 
Miami office to also treat the matter in this fashion. It is not known what, if 
any, connection there might be between Senator Smathers' alleged 
presence and that of the Subject and his associates at Norman Key at or 
about the same time.  

William Johnson reported:  

I was there the whole trip. Smathers was FRANK'S buddy. It was funny 
how we were able to leave and everything else. FRANK may have turned 
it in. There's a lot of funny things about FRANK. I have some of the 
blackouts, and I filled them in and it shows that FRANK was the one that 
did the snitching. His name fit right in. There's only two left. Me and him. 
And I don't know why he left me to hang around. If he could have thought 
of a way to get rid of me, he would have done it. 

On April 1, 1963, the United States Coast Guard advised the British authorities 
captured the Violyn III that morning in the vicinity of Norman Key, Bahamas. The boat 
contained 16 Cuban nationals, and one American adventurer, Jerry Buchanan who has 
a known criminal record. The British authorities escorted this boat to Nassau, Bahamas, 
and turned the Violyn III over to the United States Coast Guard for escort back to the 
United States. [also see Szulc NYT 4.3.63] On April 3, 1963, JMWAVE sent this 
message to the Director of the CIA: "Supdata (Deleted) from FRANK FIORINI. It is 
believed that FIORINI knows that when he gives information to BARKER it does get to 
U.S. Government and probably FIORINI wishes alert U.S. Government agencies to pick 
up raiders at Anguilla." On April 3, 1963, William Sullivan of the FBI sent this Memo to 



W.R. Wannall, also of the FBI: "Mr. Evans' memorandum earlier today regarding Cuban 
matter pointed out that Mr. Guthman of the Department requested information for the 
President's press conference this afternoon concerning an alleged television or radio 
broadcast by someone named who claimed that certain students from New England 
colleges have engaged in week end missions to Cuba." The FBI determined that when 
the Violyn III was taken into tow by the Coast Guard, there were several college 
students aboard. [FBI 12-1499 NR 184 4.10.63] "It is noted that Rorke and two of his 
close associates, Bill Johnson and FRANK STURGIS have been under investigation by 
the Customs Service for repeated attempts on their part to engage in forays against 
Cuba. No information has been received by the FBI specifically showing that students 
from the New England area have actually participated in raids against Cuba but the 
Customs Service may have additional data with regard to this matter as a result of its 
investigations." [FBI 2-1449 Enc.] The FBI reported:  

On April 4, 1963, local newspaper, radio stations and television in Miami 
reported that the Violyn III had departed from Nassau and was en route to 
Miami with a U.S. Coast Guard escort. Miami Attorney Charles Ashmann 
made press announcements that the crew of the Violyn III would not be 
return to the United States.  

In the early morning hours of April 5, 1963 MM T-3 advised that Ashman 
claimed the Violyn III would rendezvous with the other unidentified boat 
and would complete its infiltration mission to Cuba. 

On April 5, 1963, MM T-4 a representative of another Government 
Agency, advised that on the afternoon of April 4, 1963, the Violyn III left 
Nassau, Bahamas, on a general course for the United States, and at that 
date was on the north tip of Andros Island in the Bahamas. Because the 
Violyn III was in shallow water, the U.S. Coast Guard discontinued its 
surveillance of the Violyn III by boat, and surveillance was taken over by 
U.S. Coast Guard aircraft. At about 8:20 p.m. the Violyn III turned off its 
running lights and had not been seen by the coast guard since that time. 

On April 5, 1963, Chester A. Woish, Chief Investigations Branch, 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, Miami, advised that the Violyn III 
had just arrived at the seawall, Key Biscayne, Miami. The Cubans aboard 
were to be taken by INS authorities to the INS detention facility at Opa 
Locka, Florida, where interviews were to be conducted, and any United 
States citizens on board were to be taken by INS authorities to INS 
Headquarters in Miami, where these individuals would be interviewed for 
any possible violations of Federal law concerning U.S. passport 
regulations. (The yacht was forced to put out a distress signal en route to 
Cuba). 

The Coast Guard seized the Violyn III. Rorke told The New York Times  



…that the United States Government, through the CIA, had advance 
knowledge of the trips. He classified the operations as re-supply missions 
or trips to land agents in Cuba and said the only shots fired from the 
Violyn III had been defensive, after the boat had been fired upon. Mr. 
Rorke contended that the CIA had financed trips of the Violyn III. These 
were leaflet raids in October and December 1961. However, Mr. Rorke 
said the CIA had not backed any excursions of the boat in recent months. 
[NYT 4.3.63] 

The FBI reported:  

On April 5, 1963, U.S. Customs Service, Miami, seized an American 
motor vessel, the Violyn III, on grounds there was probable cause to 
believe that arms and munitions of war had been exported or removed 
from the United States in violation of law, aboard this boat. This vessel 
had been purchased by Alexander Rorke, a United States citizen, 
newspaper photographer and adventurer who had been closely 
associated with STURGIS in anti-Castro activities. (Rorke disappeared in 
1963 after departing South Florida by plane on a trip to Mexico and is 
presumed to be dead.) 

(Deleted) advised U.S. Customs that due to arrangements made with 
Rorke, they had committed this boat to the use of an anti-Castro 
organization known as Los Pinos Nuevos. They admitted that they had 
loaded the vessel with three one hundred pound bombs, and proceeded to 
Norman Key in the Bahama Islands, where the bombs were hidden, 
pursuant to a plan for a later attack against Cuba. However, these plans 
went awry after the Violin III was seized by the British in April 1963 in the 
Bahamas with 17 Cuban-bound anti-Castro exile raiders aboard. [FBI 2-
1499-134] 

On April 8, 1963 the FBI generated a document entitled, ―Anti-Castro Activities 
Washington D.C. No file number. On April 10, 1963, the FBI generated a report about 
STURGIS at Miami that linked him with the Second National Front of Escambray 
entitled "Ejereito Cubano Anticomunista (Frente Escambray) (Cuban Anti-Communist 
Army) (Escambray Front) Registration Act, Neutrality Matter." No file number for this 
document was shown on the CIA's list of FBI documents about STURGIS. On April 25, 
1963, the FBI at Miami generated a document about STURGIS entitled "Anti-Castro 
Strike Against Cuba Scheduled for the week of March 25, 1963." Again, no file number 
was provided. 

THE NICO LOPEZ HAVANA OIL REFINERY RAID 

On April 25, 1963 FBI generated a document entitled, ―Anti-Castro strike against Cuba 
Scheduled for the Week of March 25, 1963; Internal Security – Cuba. Date April 25, 
1963 Miami, Florida.‖ No file number. On April 26, 1963, Alexander Rorke announced 



that on April 25, 1963, he and several other men had flown over Havana and dropped 
napalm and penolite bombs on the Nico Lopez Oil Refinery, however the refinery tanks 
failed to explode. The Miami Herald carried an account of the attack. Laureano Batista 
of Christian Democratic Movement, Geoffrey Francis Sullivan, and Steve Justin Wilson 
tossed homemade bombs out of a twin-engine plane Alexander Rorke piloted, only 50 
feet above Cuban oil refineries. Alexander Rorke described how the men lit napalm 
bombs with their cigars and dropped them on installations formerly owned by Shell and 
ESSO, which refined most of Cuba's Soviet oil. Alexander Rorke stated: "The bombs 
went off but the tanks didn't blow." Rorke said the photographs he took of the raid did 
not develop. On April 27, 1963, the FBI interviewed Geoffrey Sullivan. He told them that 
on the night in question he had flown Alexander Rorke to Washington, D.C., then 
continued to Meridan, Connecticut, where he landed at 9:00 a.m., April 26, 1963. The 
FBI verified this. 

THE FBI CLAIMS THE RAID WAS A HOAX 

The FBI persuaded the Kennedy Administration that the bombing was a hoax: "As a 
matter of fact, there are indications that this whole operation as related by Rorke may 
have been a hoax. Persons who know Rorke believe this to be possible. Many of the 
circumstances of the case are inconsistent with the premise that a bombing took place. 
Although Rorke said the bombs exploded, a Cuban exile advised that people living in 
the refinery area did not hear any explosions. Cuban newspapers contained pictures of 
the bombs supposedly dropped on the refinery; however the bomb casings were not 
dented or damaged as necessarily should have been the result if dropped from an 
airplane. Moreover, the Cuban radio stations apparently did not report any bombing until 
after the news releases in the United States. Also, the text of the Cuban Government's 
protest of the 'bombing' to the United States generally followed the United States news 
reports in describing the alleged incident.  

With regard to possible grand jury action in this matter, it is the conclusion 
of this Division that such action is not warranted. Subject (Deleted) has 
refused, on the advice of counsel, to furnish pertinent information unless 
he is granted immunity from prosecution. We do not believe such 
immunity is justified in this instance. In view of the generally uncooperative 
attitude of subjects Sullivan and Batista it is most likely they would invoke 
the provisions of the Fifth Amendment and refuse to furnish testimony 
which might incriminate them. As to Rorke, he no doubt would repeat the 
story he has already given or would invoke the Fifth Amendment. Should 
he testify along the lines of his public statements and deny that he took an 
airplane from the United States in connection with the alleged bombing 
raid, we would not only still lack a prosecutable case but, moreover, we 
would not be in a position to proceed against Rorke for violation of the 
perjury statute. It should also be noted that the evidence is not sufficient to 
invoke the neutrality statutes. For the foregoing reasons criminal 
prosecution in this case is not contemplated. [FBI 79-29181-3, 97-4623-
148]  



STURGIS AND HEMMING TELL SHANLEY RAID WAS A HOAX 

The FBI:  

With respect to the claim of captioned individual that he had bombed 
Havana last night, SAC Grapp of Miami advised Mr. Belmont at 6:15 p.m. 
today that he had talked to Wallace Shanley, Supervising Agent of United 
States Customs is Miami. Shanley does not think there was a raid by 
Rorke. He knows Rorke personally and has interviewed him a number of 
times and thinks Rorke is nuts. Shanley said he has interviewed Rorke's 
close associates, Frank Sturgis and William Johnson, who think Rorke has 
flipped his lid. Shanley said Customs has conducted investigation and is 
continuing investigation to determine if there was a raid or if this is a 
fabrication. 

With respect for the motivation for Rorke fabricating this story (Deleted) 
pointed out that he knows Rorke is in financial distress at the present time. 
He observed that at the meeting in Washington today, Rorke introduced a 
young Cuban named Laureano Batista Falla and implied that this person 
participated on this raid. Batista Falla comes from a wealthy Cuban family 
and has a large personal allowance. Shanley expressed the opinion that 
Rorke, by creating favorable publicity for Batista Falla, hopes to ingratiate 
himself with Falla and obtain money from him.  

Mr. Belmont advised Mr. Grapy that Rorke is to address the Cuban 
Professionals in Exile tonight at 9 p.m. at the DuPont Building here in 
Washington and requested Grapp to so advise Shanley so that Customs 
could interview Rorke at that time if they desired to do so. Grapp said 
Cantons wanted to interview Rorke if they could find him. [FBI 97-4623-35 
also FBI 97-4623-151 8.26.63] 
 
CIA furnished the following information relating to radio broadcasts in the 
Miami area concerning an alleged raid over the Havana area on April 25, 
1963. On April 19, 1963 Frank Fiornini, 2515 NW 122nd St, Miami, (not 
further identified) reported that the planning for a strike against Cuba 
included Laureano Batista Falia (97-4326), Orlando Bosch Avila and 
Manuel Artime Buesa (not further identified). Artime was to provide seven 
or eight thousand dollars for the strike. Artime went to see ―Chiri‖ 
Mendoza, a rich Cuban exile and asked him for ten thousand dollars. 
Mendoza refused Artime’s request and reportedly called Bosch and told 
him Artime was a crook. According to Fiorini, Bosch was very anxious to 
obtain the money and carry out the strike on his own, as he had a promise 
of a very large sum of money for the next strike if he was successful on 
the first one. [FBI 97-4263-107 p. 90, 91, 94 SI 97-4623-36 p. 2, 3 (12, 35, 
36)] 



The HSCA reported:  

In April 1963, FRANK STURGIS supplied information that Laureano 
Batista Falla, Orlando Bosch, Manuel Artime and Alex Rorke were jointly 
planning an air strike over Havana on April 25, 1963. According to 
STURGIS, the strike was to originate from an airstrip in Puerto Rico and 
the target was a sugar refinery. The bombs were homemade, assembled 
by Batista. Rorke announced publically that the strike had taken place as 
scheduled, which took the other planners by surprise. STURGIS claimed 
the strike was still in the planning stage and financial backing had not 
been completed.  

STURGIS told the FBI that the raid never took place and was just a publicity stunt. 

THE BORDER PATROL 

Additionally, the FBI reported Alexander Rorke's airplane had been under surveillance 
by the Border Patrol.  

At 7:01 p.m. (on the evening of April 25, 1963), these two men, plus an 
additional individual believed to be Hanssruedi Tanner, a Swiss alien, took 
off in this aircraft without filing a flight plan. After becoming airborne, they 
asked for permission to head south. Four hours later, at 11:01 p.m., they 
asked permission of the control tower at Vero Beach to proceed to 
Washington, D.C. The Border Patrol further advised that some time prior 
to the take off from Palm Beach Airport, Sullivan, the pilot, purchased two 
navigation charts at the airport. One of these charts was described as 
being for Cuba and the other one Havana... Washington Field Office has 
further learned from the Federal Aviation Agency at Washington National 
Airport that the twin engine Beechcraft airplane arrived in Washington, 
D.C. at the National Airport at 8:00 a.m. on April 26, 1963, having left Vero 
Beach Florida at 11:00 p.m. on the night of April 25, 1963. The Federal 
Aviation Agency noted that possibly the plane had stopped en route since 
it would not require this amount of time to fly from Vero Beach to 
Washington. The plane departed from Washington National Airport, 
destination unknown, at 8:37 a.m. The plane filed no flight plan." [FBI: 
Note for Ray Wannall 4.29.63] The Border Patrol observed nothing loaded 
onto the plane before take-off. The Border Patrol advised that a check with 
radar station at Key West Naval Air Station reflected there were no 
outgoing or incoming unidentified tracks on radar on April 25, 1963, 
between 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. however, a plane, by low level flying 
could possibly escape detection on radar screen. Rorke's plane had 5 
gasoline tanks and had a speed of 124 knots and was believed by the 
FAA to be capable of making a flight from Palm Beach to Havana and 
return non-stop. 



THE CUBAN REACTION 

The FBI conducted interviews with other Cuban refugees who had been in Havana 
when the raid occurred. They heard gunfire and a low-flying plane during the period in 
question.  

Mrs. Hilde Suarez Diaz, a blind Cuban who had arrived on the American 
Surveyor at Port Everglades, Florida on April 29, 1963 was interviewed at 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service in Miami. She was interviewed 
in the presence of her daughter, Graciela Marie Suarez Y Diaz. Mrs. 
Suarez stated she had resided at 14509 Central Street, Guanabcoa, 
which is a suburb of Havana, Cuba. Her home is located several blocks 
from the Shell Oil refineries. She recalled that about three or four nights 
prior to her departure on April 25, 1963, at about 8:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. 
she heard gunfire. Four or five minutes later, she heard an airplane flying 
overhead. She said it did not appear that the plane was flying directly over 
the refinery, however, she was unable to state the direction or the altitude 
at which this plane was flying." [FBI Miami 2-346 5.9.63]  

On April 27, 1963, Cuban press and television announced the April 25, 1963, bombing 
attack against the Nico Lopez Oil Refinery. Cuban newspapers showed pictures of a 
100 pound practice bomb which did not explode, and a quantity of one-pound Trojan 
Pentolite primers, which did not explode, and a container allegedly filled with Napalm, 
which also did not explode. There were also photographs of material appearing to be 
Primacord and an detonating cap. The Cuban media reported:  

About 10:00 p.m. on April, 25 1963, a twin engine plane coming from the 
north, flew low over the Nico Lopez Refinery and dropped a 100-pound 
bomb and several cans of inflammable material of the napalm type that 
did not explode. The plane then flew off in the direction from which it had 
come. Later, the North American news agencies disseminated a report 
that one Alexander Rorke said in the city of Washington some hours after 
the incident took place, that he was in the twin-engine plane that bombed 
the refinery.  

Havana media explained that the attack failed due to a faulty fuse. On May 2, 1963, 
Cuban Deputy Prime Minister Raoul Castro complained: "If the United States wasn't in 
cahoots with the raiders who bombed a Havana oil refinery, it has at least shown 
tolerance toward the attack [since] the criminals received great publicity without any 
action being taken against them." 

The FBI questioned Deleted about the raid:  

On March 7, 1963, Batista Falla said that as head of the Military Section of 
the MDC, he could state that this alleged raid was not sponsored by the 
Christian Democratic Movement, although the official press release on 



April 26, 1963, was issued by the Christian Democratic Movement in 
Caracas, Venezuela. Batista refused to answer any questions concerning 
his involvement in this matter, and called Rorke an imbecile for making a 
premature press announcement from Washington, D.C., April 26, 1963. 
Batista said the raids against Cuba would continue by Cuban exiles from 
the United States until either the United States jailed these Cuban exiles 
or deported them from the United States. [FBI 97-4110-51]  

On June 8, 1965, the FBI stated: "Investigation reflected that he [Rorke] did undoubtedly 
participate in a bombing raid against oil refineries in Havana on the night of April 25, 
1963, in company with Geoffrey Sullivan and two other individuals, with Sullivan serving 
as the pilot of their twin engine Beechcraft. [FBI 105-139922-3] 

The Nico Lopez raid was widely reported in the press. The New York Times called it the 
first air strike over Cuba since the Bay of Pigs. Alexander Rorke's actions made the 
Kennedy Administration appear as if it was unable live up to its agreement to curtail 
raids on Cuba. Rorke also made it appear that Cuba's air defenses were easily 
penetrated and if America gave the exiles a free hand, they could overthrow Castro. 
Rorke had to be stopped. On May 17, 1963, J. Walter Yeagley, Assistant Attorney 
General, Internal Security Division, noted this to J. Edgar Hoover, in relation to the Nico 
Lopez raid,  

This Division has under consideration the possibility of instituting grand 
jury action in this matter. However, prior to making such a decision it is 
requested that the following additional investigation be conducted by the 
Bureau. It is requested that the texts of broadcasts by Cuban radio statio 
RELOJ, or any other Cuban station, relating to the alleged bombing raid 
be obtained. 

It will also be appreciated if you will attempt to ascertain whether any 
incendiary, explosive or other material suitable for making bombs was 
purchased or otherwise obtained by any of the persons reportedly 
connected with this matter. In this regard it is noted that Gifford Pinchot, 
Miami, indicated he knew Rorke and the others were going on a bombing 
raid over Havana and admitted he went with them to a junk yard near 
Miami International Airport to pick up some 10-gallon cans (apparently 
used as bomb casings). You may also wish to investigate the possibility 
that such purchases were made by Rorke, Sullivan or Wilson prior to their 
arrival in Florida on April 23, 1963." [FBI 97-4623-114]  

The FBI: "Facts were submitted to the Justice Department and prosecution was not 
authorized, whereupon FBI investigation was terminated." 



 

STURGIS and MARCOS AND PEDRO DIAZ LANZ 

On May 2, 1963, STURGIS told an American source he was again working with the 
Diaz Lanz brothers:  

FRANK FIORINI, American adventurer involved in anti-Castro activities for 
some years, told an American source on May 2, 1963, that he had been 
approached by Marcos Diaz Lanz to patch up differences and cooperate 
in an "anti-Castro activity" with Marcos and his brother Pedro Diaz Lanz. 
Marcos said he had received a telegram from Pedro in Washington on 
May 1, 1963, saying that financial assistance has been received. Marcos 
supposes that the money came from a Cuban in Washington who had 
supported the Diaz brothers in the past. 

 The FBI reported that on May 4, 1961 the CIA furnished:  

Three page leaflet in the Spanish language entitled, Open Letter to the 
People of Cuba and to the Exiles in General from Commander Pedro Diaz 
Lanz. This leaflet consisted of a vitriolic attack upon Manuel Artime, 
Cuban exile leader of MRR, and upon the administration of President John 
F. Kennedy, which he claimed was supporting Artime as the leader of the 
anti-Castro movement at that time. He repeatedly referred to Artime as 
'pre-fabricated' by the Administration.  

OPEN LETTER TO THE AMERICAN AND CUBAN PEOPLES 



 
At a time when the Cuban crisis has reached its most critical moment, I 
feel I have the right and duty – as a free man and a tireless fighter for 
democracy – to make public the veiled but true facts concerning the 
operation which ended in the betrayed pre-fabricated invasion in which the 
patriots, victims of deceit, were met by Castro’s Communist forces upon 
their arrival to our Country. International Communism must be more than 
satisfied! The interrogations undergone by the few betrayed patriots who 
were captured of those who landed in Cochinos Bay are the indisputable 
proofs which the Reds will wield against the United, thus corroborating 
each of the accusations which Castro has been making to this effect. On 
the 20th of March I wrote a letter to President Kennedy. Following is the 
letter made public, faithfully translated with certain necessary omissions 
due to its primary strictly confidential nature: 
 
International Communism contemplates the Cuban situation as an 
advantageous step toward their takeover of cert certain areas and their 
strengthening in others, for their faster conquest of Latin America and 
even further….The sinister Communist plan may be said to be as follows: 
 
1) Prevent – at any cost – the consolidation and generalization of 
rebellions in Cuba. 
 
2) Prevent that the efficient and necessary supply support from the exiles 
reaches the patriots in Cuba. 
 
3) Prevent the establishment of an homogeneous and competent military 
nucleus, not only well trained and well equipped, but also having the 
necessary moral conditions to lead the war in Cuba. 
 
4) Create the division and discouragement among the Cubans in exile. 

 
A certain ―Agency‖ and its group known as the ―sector of the friends‖ are 
headed by a naturalized American known as ―Mr. Bender.‖ They are 
responsible for the direct control of the supplies support given to Cubans 
to overthrow the Castro government. Manual Artime’s Deputy, known as 
―FRANCISCO‖ has been almost the only person who had arbitrarily 
received the equipments causing serious problems among the ―braves‖ 
who work in the underground as ―he‖ speculates with the armament to 
achieve subordination of the desperate patriots no matter to what 
organization they belonged. Just a few days ago, as if to have an excuse 
for himself in the face of an accusation, he has handed some arms – a 
very small amount – to other groups. 
 
Mr. President I wish to call you attention to the training camps. These 
camps have become the preoccupation of almost all of the Cuba in exile, 



and the laughingstock of Fidel Castro. These camps are where terror, 
anarchy and the unjustified arbitrariness through the power and influence 
in the ―sector of friends‖ reign. Damp prisons, electric fences and 
inhumane treatment for those who – justly or unjustly – have been 
confined to the cells. They have to eat with their hands as they have been 
denied the use of knife and fork. It is incredible to know that in many cases 
a pistol has been taken off safety and pointed at their temples; they have 
been threatened with death. And so many other things on which witnesses 
can testify. 
 
The leaders of the Democratic Revolutionary Front through the prostitution 
of the management of their operations and their excessive ambitions and 
personal concerns. Those persons who have committed crimes in the past 
and present regimes are the object of the hate and repudiation of all the 
Cuban people. These ―gangsters‖ are considered common criminals 
rather than war criminals and solely by their presence they obstruct the 
achievement of the unity of honest Cubans. 
 
The leaders of the People’s Revolutionary Movement who publicly stated 
in a pamphlet their doctrine which in its essence, for it ideals aspirations, 
can be identified as the Communist doctrine. In spite of this, these 
organizations received – somehow – the necessary supplies support. This 
group might be placed with the Communist tactics as the second front 
after the fall of Castro. 
 
Our principles are very simple: we do not recognize any of the ―false-
imposed leaders‖ of this crusade. We do not accept Dr. Manuel Artime, 
direct descendant of Communists, who is neither a doctor nor a Captain 
as he never fought before, who had no moral support to make the appeal 
he made to the Cuban people making them believe that he was 
broadcasting from Cuban territory so that they would unite the Pre-Sold 
Invasion. In this invasion many of the rebels who went had only a few 
weeks training, while some others who had several months experience 
stayed behind in the camps. Consequently Artime is one of the persons 
who must be directly blamed for the massacre of more than a thousand 
lives of young Cuban heroes. The ―invasion‖ headquarters tried to save 
itself and abandoned their troops. But the widows, orphans, parents and 
relatives of our recent martyrs must shout treason. Pedro Diaz Lanz. 
 

Bernard Barker reported the following the CIA in May 1963: 
 
2. Fiorini said that he had spoken twice during the month with General 
Clare Chennault, Jr. who phoned from California. Chennault indicated his 
desire to participate in the anti-Castro effort, and asked Fiorini about the 
different organizations in the Miami area and their leaders. Fiorini's reply 
put Manuel Artime at the head of the list and noted that lack of financial 



backing was Artime's most pressing problem. In the second phone call, 
Chennault recommended that Artime solicit aid from the representatives of 
the Chinese Nationalists in Washington, and urged that his (Chennault’s) 
name be used. Fiorini promised to pass this on to Artime when the latter 
returned to the U.S, from a tour of Latin American countries. 

 
In June 1963 STURGIS furnished BARKER with information on "Planned raid on Cuba 
by Diaz Lanz Brothers" and "Current Activities of FRANK FIORINI." According to an FBI 
report of June 1963 "FRANK STURGIS" was a prime suspect in the murder of a Virginia 
casino operator. Was the FBI was referring to another "Frank Sturgis?" In July 2006 this 
researcher was contacted by Todd Rittenhouse of the Suffolk Virginia Police 
Department's cold case squad who had seen this reference to Sturgis on the Internet. 
Detective Rittenhouse said that the man who was killed was MEYER JACOBSON, shot 
dead in February 1963 and Frank, and his two half-brothers (who lived in the area and 
are now deceased) were suspects. The description Rittenhouse gave me fit Frank 
perfectly as did the fact that machine pistols were used in the robbery. The leader of the 
crew was described as being very polite and killed Jacobson only because he resisted. 
Frank would have learned about Jacobson either during the time he was a member of 
the Suffolk Virginia Police Department or when he was driving a taxi. Gaeton Fonzi 
reported that on June 13, 1963, STURGIS prepared for a raid on Cuba with Marcos and 
Pedro Diaz Lanz. The FBI generated three documents on FRANK that month: ―Subject: 
Intercontinental Penetration Forces (INTERPEN) Internal Security – Cuba Neutrality 
Matters Date: June 21, 1963, Washington, D. C. File no: 2-1693 Subject: Pedro Luis 
DIAZ Lanz Internal Security - Cuba Neutrality Matter,- Date: June 21, 1963, Miami, 
Florida File no: 105-1598 Classification: SECRET Subject: Intercontinental Penetration 
Forces (INTERPEN) Neutrality Matter Date: June 21, 1963, Miami, Florida File no: 2-
312‖ 

TELEGRAM ** INFORMATION REPORT ** TELEGRAM 

1. On June 23, 1963, STURGIS said that he had met with Manuel Artime 
Buesa on June 22, 1963, and that, as a result, he was going to Dallas to 
inspect airplanes and other equipment available there which might be 
purchased by Artime. 

2. STURGIS also said that within the next two weeks he would be involved 
in an air strike against Cuba. He said that the strike would originate 
outside the United States and that it was not connected with his proposed 
activities in Dallas for Artime. [CIA F810351D01872] 

On June 26, 1963, JMWAVE sent a Classified Message to the Director of the CIA that 
was highly deleted.  

Date June 26, 1963 

To: DIRECTOR 



FROM: JMWAVE  AMWORLD AMBIDDY 201 IN 67993 TDCS os-3/655,239 

Dir Info (Deleted) cite WAVE0246 (Deleted) Supdata: (Deleted) from FRANK STURGIS. 
Para 3 based on (Deleted) RID: Index. Filed 25235IT Report Classified Confidential 
Controlled Dissemination,  

Country: Cuba  

Subject: Current Activities of FRANK STURGIS  

DOI June 23, 1963 Ref  

1. On June 23, 1963 Frank Fiorini said that he had met with Artime on June 22, 1963 
and that, as a result, Fiorini would be leaving for Dallas, Texas to inspect airplanes and 
other equipment available there which might be purchased for Artime. 

2. Fiorini also said that with the next two weeks he would be involved in an airstrike 
against Cuba. He said that the strike would originate outside the United States and that 
it was not connected with his proposed activities in Dallas for Artime. 
 
3. Field comment: The same source reported on May 3, 1963 that Fiorini had agreed to 
assist the Diaz Lanz brothers in planning and executing an air strike which was to take 
place on an unspecified date. Fiorini advised he would rent a plane through in direct 
channels. 

4. Field Dissem: CINCLANT, CINCSO, COMNAVKEYWEST, MIAMI REPS OF STATE, 
USCG, BORDER PATROL, NS, FBI AND CUSTOMS. 

Appr. 3 Source: American Observer (c) from FRANK STURGIS. Releasing IWO 
(Deleted). Based on UFG 3108 NP/AMCLATTER-1 [Bernard Barker] 

During his deposition in HUNT V. WEBERMAN, STURGIS was asked: 

Q. In November of 1963, did you visit Dallas, Texas? 

A. Possibly. You must understand that I was doing a series of operations 
in the Caribbean area and I went numerous times to Mexico, so there is a 
good possibility. 

Q. Do you remember how many times you visited Dallas in November 
1963? 

A. I don't recall offhand. 

Q. Do you remember the reason for the visit specifically to Dallas, other 
than this -- 



A. I was just passing through, because I went through Dallas, I went 
through Nuevo Laredo, I went through many different cities. 

Q. Do you remember any motels that you may have stayed at in the 
Dallas area? 

A. No. Anytime I went to Dallas, I went through Dallas. I never stayed 
anyplace in Dallas. 

Q. Did you ever leave the airport when you were traveling? 

A. I went through, I drove through, because most of the time that I went to 
Mexico, I drove through Texas. 

Q. But you never stayed overnight in Dallas or Fort Worth? 

A. Never stayed overnight in Dallas, Texas. 

Q. Does the name Town and Country [ ring a bell]? 

A. In New Orleans? 

Q. In New Orleans. 

A. I stayed at the Town and Country at one time when I went through New 
Orleans. I was headed to Central America. 

The CIA reported that Pedro Diaz Lanz and STURGIS planned a raid on the night of 
either July 31, 1963, or August 1, 1963. [CIA Daily News Summary 8.1.63] STURGIS 
admitted he might have been in Dallas in November 1963. CIA documents indicated 
STURGIS planned to go to Dallas in June 1963. The documents did not indicate 
whether or not STURGIS actually made this trip. Was his trip to Dallas for Artime an 
excuse to go there to arrange the details of the Kennedy assassination? OSWALD was 
in New Orleans at this time. Did STURGIS meet with Jack Ruby? 

BARKER, STURGIS  

BARKER'S CIA Monthly Operational Report for January 1963 indicated he supplied 
information on "The operations conducted by Alex Rorke and FRANK FIORINI, after 
forays into Cuba. Both reports give information on private initiative methods of U.S. 
nationals involved in the Cuban revolutionary effort. Report Number 38 gives advanced 
information on a projected air strike against Cuba during the early part of February by 
Alex Rorke." [TO C/SAS from JMWAVE 2.15.63] 

A CIA document titled "BARKER" stated:  



1. In January 1963 BARKER gave his case officer a report on one of 
FRANK FIORINI'S forays into Cuba. No other details given (deleted) 
(deleted) February 15, 1963. 

2. In February 1963 BARKER reported on a caching op into Cuba by 
FIORINI. No further details. WAVE 5400 (deleted) March 13, 1963: 

DISPATCH 

TO: Chief, Special Affairs Staff [Desmond FitzGerald] 

FROM: Chief of Station, JMWAVE 

SUBJECT: BERNARD BARKER, Operational Monthly Report February 1, 
1963, to February 28, 1963. 

1. Subject was contacted on February 6, 1963, February 14, 1963, 
February 20, 1962, February 21, 1963 and February 28, 1963. He was 
paid $500 salary for the month. 

2. Although no dissemination was credit to Subject during the month, 
several of his reports were of sufficient interest as operational information 
to merit special attention. Forecast of an air raid on Cuba being planned 
by Alex Rorke was cabled in WAVE 5400 with news of an infiltration and 
caching operation completed in late February by FRANK FIORINI and Bill 
Johnson. [CIA FOIA # D002278]  

3. In April 1963 BARKER reported information regarding an exile raid on 
Cuba. The information came from FIORINI. Per the subdata on the intel 
cable, FIORINI knew that when he gave information to BARKER it would 
reach CIA. WAVE 6695. 

4. BARKER provided information re FIORINI raids in June 1963 (deleted) 
July 19, 1963. 

5. BARKER recruited a number of valuable assets for the Station 
(Havana) including (Deleted)."  

The CIA commented:  

FIORINI has previously offered information in the knowledge that this 
information would become available to the U.S. Government. It is believed 
that FRANK FIORINI wished this information to get into official channels 
so that American authorities would be on the lookout for this second raider 
boat. On April 2, 1963 in the general area off the northern coast of Cuba 
ranged from three to seven feet, and wind was reported in gusts up to 30 



knots. The probability that FIORINI is concerned about the welfare of the 
raiders in possibly a small craft should not be discounted. The possibility 
that this might be a 'smoke screen' should also not be discounted. [CIA 
Report No. TDCSDB 3/654,021 4.3.63]  

A CIA Index Card dated April 2, 1963, stated: "Subject stated that he has spent the 
better part of the weekend of March 30, 1963, and March 31, 1963, flying in the 
Bahama Island area in light plane looking for Violin III." [TDCSB-3/653,986 4.2.63] 

On June 23, 1963, BARKER'S progress report for May indicated he had 
filed two reports based on information from STURGIS. 

a. UFG-2781 (cable) from FRANK FIORINI and Pepin Bosch, FRANK 
FIORINI'S Agreement to Participate in Air Strike Against Cuba 

b. UFG-2901 (cable) from FRANK FIORINI. Request by Venezuelan 
National that FRANK FIORINI Purchase Arms for Him. 

c. UFG-2922 (cable) from Pedro Martinez Fraga, Possible Cooperation 
Between Manuel A. de Varona and Manuel Artime. 

2. One item of information which Subject received from FRANK FIORINI 
on May 28, 1963, was considered possibly of interest to Headquarters, but 
probably best not forwarded in reports format. FIORINI said he had 
spoken twice during the month with General Claire Chenault, Jr., who 
phoned from California. Chenault indicated his desire to participate in the 
anti-Castro effort, and asked FIORINI about the different organizations in 
the Miami area and their leaders. FIORINI'S reply put Manuel Artime at 
the head of the list, and noted that lack of financial backing was Artime's 
most pressing problem. In the second phone call, Chenault recommended 
that Artime solicit aid from representatives of the Chinese Nationalists in 
Washington, and urged that his (Chenault's) name be used. FIORINI 
promised to pass this on to Artime when the latter returned to the U.S. 
from a tour of Latin American countries." 

On July 26, 1963, BARKER'S Operational Monthly Report indicated that three 
disseminable reports were credited to BARKER during June 1963: "UFG-2006 (cable) 
from FRANK FIORINI, "Planned Raid on Cuba by Diaz Lanz Brothers." UFG-3108 
(cable) from FRANK FIORINI, "Current Activities of FRANK FIORINI." A CIA document 
stated:  

The Diaz Lanz brothers and FRANK FIORINI, frustrated in their plans for a 
bomb-and-leaflet raid over Havana on July 28, 1963, reportedly had 
planned a new raid on the night of either July 31, 1963, or August 1, 1963. 
According to a trained observer who talked with FIORINI, the latter will 
leave his house at about 7:00 p.m. on July 31, 1963, and head for 



Marathon Key in the Florida Keys. FIORINI'S trip is to be a decoy to dray 
off any FBI surveillance team. Pedro Diaz and Marcos Diaz Lanz plan to 
leave their cars parked in front of their homes to make it appear that they 
are inside and their wives are under instruction to say they are asleep. 
However, on the night of either July 31, 1963, or August 1, 1963, the Diaz 
Lanz brothers will attempt to reach clandestinely the Weir Williams Ranch 
where the plane to be used in the raid is located. The Source reports that 
FIORINI said the plane will carry several bombs made from 100-pound 
practice bombs cut down to a smaller size and filled with nuts and bolts for 
shrapnel. [CIA TDCS-DB-3/655.833]  

On September 17, 1963, the CIA reported: 

TO: Chief, Special Affairs Staff 

FROM: Chief, JMWAVE 

SUBJECT: BERNARD BARKER Operational Progress Report August 1, 
1963, to August 30, 1963. Ref. (Deleted) August 19, 1963. 

I. OPERATIONAL  

1. Subject continued his wide and varied contacts among Cuban exiles 
and with Americans involved in anti-Cuban activities. There was no 
appreciable change in his operational pattern. 

II PRODUCTION 

2. Subject responded to several requests for local investigations on 
individuals and groups, and produced eight formal reports of which five 
were disseminated. 

a. UFG-3359 (cable ) Rescheduling of Air Strike and Leaflet Raid on 
Havana, August 8, 1963. 

b. UFG-3403 (cable) Creation of Junta de Gobierno de Cuba en el Exileo. 

c. UFG-3414 (cable) Air Strike over Santa Clara, Las Villas on August 15, 
1963. 

d. UFG -3443 (cable) Plan to Bomb a Soviet-Make PT Boat in the Service 
of the GOC. 

e. UFG-3462 (cable) Possible Raid on Cuba by Eddie Arthur 



3. With the cooperation of FRANK FIORINI, Subject was able to keep 
JMWAVE informed of the activities of the Diaz Lanz brothers in their 
attempts to mount an air raid over Cuba. JMWAVE in turn, was able to 
pass this information to local security agencies in time for them to thwart 
the plans. 

5. Subject also turned up a possible operational lead toward the 
penetration of Julio Lobo's activities. [CIA FOIA D002250- Date typed 9. 
17. 63. also CIA FOIA 00073] Another CIA report stated: "There was no 
particular change in his operational pattern. Subject also turned up a 
possible operational lead toward the penetration of Julio Lobo's activities." 
[CIA FOIA 002250 201-251689]  

 
RORKE & STURGIS & THE WARNING FROM U.S. CUSTOMS 

JUNE 1963 

On June 24, 1963, the FBI generated a document, which was 95% withheld, Subject 
Alexander Irwin Rorke Jr. Miami Florida [FBI 105-107224; FBI 97-4623-NR 150 6.27.63] 
This document probably concerned a request for weapons made by Carlos Penin 
Enfante of the the MRP to the CIA for money to purchase 2 cannons and a submachine 
gun and ammo for a raid on Cuba. The CIA reported ―Luis contact for the purchase of 
weapons is a relative of his. The person who sells them recently bombed an oil refinery 
in the city of Habana. Luis said that this person, who is now being checked by the FBI, 
procured the aircraft used for the raid, bought the gasoline for the aircraft and was on 
board during the bombing mission.‖ 

In August 1963 a B-25 aircraft, Serial N9365-C, belonging to Geoffrey Sullivan and 
Alexander Rorke was spotted in Puerto Rico. In early September 1963 FRANK 
STURGIS, Alex Rorke and Geoffrey Sullivan, were called into U. S. Customs 
headquarters and warned about the consequences of conducting any further raids on 
Cuba. Alexander Rorke told Paul Scott and Robert S. Allen that the Supervising 
Customs agents of Region II threatened him with fines and imprisonment if he 
continued helping the anti-Castro raiders. On September 14, 1963, W.R. Wannall sent a 
memo to William C. Sullivan, Subject, Cuban Raids: "Reference my memorandum 
September 14, 1963, concerning conference at office of (deleted) in order to coordinate 
by various U.S. agencies to curb illegal air raids over Cuba. Various steps by specified 
agencies were agreed on at the conference, all at curtailing raids." Rorke was 
mentioned in this document. When Alexander Rorke demanded to know who authorized 
these warnings, he was told: "It comes from the White House, from the President." Paul 
Scott and Robert S. Allen continued: "According to a high government source, this 
strong-arm crackdown on Alexander Rorke is a symbol of the new White House 
campaign to assure Premier Khrushchev that the U.S. will not permit [raids on Cuba]." 
The Border Patrol posted a 24-hour guard on Alexander Rorke's aircraft. 

On September 16, 1963, the CIA reported:  



STURGIS and Pedro de la Camera, Civilian aviator with U.S. pilot's 
license stated September 13, 1963, they willing to set up flight to Cuba 
with passenger aboard to drop Propaganda leaflets over Cuba. FIORINI'S 
flight would leave Florida at an altitude of 150 feet, enter Cuba through 
Matanzas Province, flying over Santa Clara and Caribbean, and then 
return to Florida. They stated they rent aircraft at $50 per hour at Opa 
Locka Airport. Aircraft can carry 600 pounds of cargo. FIORINI stated 
September 16, 1963, he was prepared to carry out offer to fly propaganda 
material to Cuba despite fact he had received a registered letter from U.S. 
authorities restricting him to the continental U.S. with a penalty of $25,000 
and/or three years imprisonment for violations of that restriction. FIORINI 
asked $5,750 for overflying Santa Clara and Caribbean in Las Villas 
Provence, Cuba; $2,000 to be paid in advance and the balance upon 
completion of mission. [CIA CSCI 3/771,919]  

STURGIS' BRIEFCASE: SEPTEMBER 1963 

On October 30, 1963, a CIA report was generated: 

REPORT COVER SHEET Report No. UFG-3962 
FROM: JMWAVE October 30, 1963 
REPORTING OFFICER Henry J. Sloman 
REPORTING OFFICER Oliver P. Papock/ uta 
APPROVING OFFICER: (illegible) 
Background Data and Comments: 

Source: September 20, 1963, AMOT Report DD-414 from AMLINT-1. 
Despite fact FIORINI officially missing, believe this material should get at 
least ODENVY dissemination, for their information and completion of 
records. Ref. UFG-3720.  

FIELD INFORMATION REPORT 
 
COUNTRY: CUBA DATE OF REPORT OCTOBER 30, 1963 
SUBJECT: Documents, Correspondence and Maps which were observed 
in a Briefcase which was Determined to Belong to FRANK FIORINI. 
DATE OF INFO: September 18, 1963. 
PLACE AND DATE ACQ: United States, Miami, (September 20, 1963). 

SOURCE: A member of a group of Cuban émigrés trained in the 
techniques of information collection. This group has provided useful 
reports for over two years. The information is from an individual who 
inadvertently came into possession of a briefcase, which upon being 
opened, was determined to belong to FRANK FIORINI. 



1. The following papers, maps and documents were observed in a 
briefcase which was found by chance, and which was determined to 
belong to FRANK FIORINI when it was opened in an attempt to identify 
the owner. 

a. Air Navigational Charts, published by the Aeronautical Chart and 
Information Center, United States Air Force, for the following areas: 

(1) Bahama Islands JN 47 N, 5th Edition USAF Operational Navigation 
Chart. 

(2) Gulf of Guacanayabo, ONC 586. Bahamas Islands, United Kingdom-
Cuba. 

(3) Chetunal Bay British Honduras, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, World 
Aeronautical Chart. 

(4) Yucatan Channel 587 Cuban-Mexico. 

(5) Hispaniola 648 Dominican Republic, Haiti, Puerto Rico. 

(6) Virgin Island 649 Caribbean Sea... 

b. List of addresses and individuals (see attachment #1) 

c. List of military equipment for what appears to be a 196 man unit (see 
attachment #2) 

d. Certificate of incorporation of Anti-Communist Crusade Foundation, Inc. 
which was filed with the Secretary of the State of Florida, Tallahassee on 
June 12, 1961... 

e. List of miscellaneous weapons and purchase. This was related to a 
card with the following information: LOXCO (Incorporated) Lauchli 
Ordnance Experimental Company Collinsville, Ill. Rich Lauchli DI- 4-3195. 
According to this card LOXCO would produce special machinery and do 
general machine work. (see attachment #4) 

f. Copy of a letter from Robert K. Brown Box 387, Rte 3, Boulder, 
Colorado, dated June 30, 1960, addressed to Pedro Diaz Lanz in care of 
David Rosen, Biscayne Building, Miami, Florida. Brown claims to be a 
freelance journalist, who "was duped by Castro," spent several months in 
Cuba working part time for the Associated Press, and who, as of the date 
of the letter, was to contact anti-Castro movements and "help in any way 
possible." (see attachment #5)  



The information contained in STURGIS' briefcase was sent to the FBI: 

TO: Director FBI November 19, 1963 
Attention Mr. Sam Papich 
FROM: Deputy Director (Plans)  

SUBJECT: FRANK STURGIS, Documents, Correspondence and Maps 
which were observed in a Briefcase. 

1. The attached copies of maps, papers and documents were received by 
a representative of this Agency from an individual of undetermined 
reliability who inadvertently came into possession of a briefcase which, 
upon being opened in an effort to identify the owner, was determined to 
belong to FRANK STURGIS. The date of the information was September 
18, 1963, and the following is a list of the contents of the briefcase: 

CSCI-3/778,713 
SAS/CI LDemos:pap (November 13, 1963)  
Based On: UFG-3962 October 30, 1963. 
Source: AMOT Rpt DD-414 from AM-LINT-1 
File No. 19-500 
201-242256 19-500  
 

The attachments were withheld. On January 22, 1964, ANGLETON composed CSCI-
3/779,505 which was transmitted to the Customs Commissioner. This communication 
failed to list the maps. It ended: "January 13, 1964, SAS/CI (Deleted) gdr Based on 
CSCI-3/778,713 sent to FBI only and they requested we forward copies of above listed 
addresses to CSCI. File (Deleted)." The CIA has not released the attachment to this 
document containing the names, telephone numbers and addresses of STURGIS' 
associates. HEMMING told this researcher: "He lost his briefcase just before the 
Alexander Rorke flight. The stubble bum clown lost it at North Perry Airport." STURGIS 
did not lose the briefcase; it was stolen from him by Cuban exiles on the instructions of 
someone in the CIA - JAMES ANGLETON. 

 
THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER RORKE AND GEOFFREY SULLIVAN 

On September 20, 1963, STURGIS, Alexander Rorke and William Johnson held a 
meeting about their next action. HUNT'S former attorney, Ellis Rubin, stated he 
witnessed Alexander Rorke and Geoffrey Sullivan take off in a twin-engine aircraft on 
September 24, 1963. They had filed a flight-plan for Panama, but landed at Cozumel, 
south of the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico, where they refueled and took off again at 
7:30 p.m. They were never heard from again. Ellis Rubin observed he was the last 
person to see the men alive.  

HEMMING'S SEARCH PARTY: OCTOBER 1963 



The FBI generated a report entitled INTERPEN, September 30, 1963, Miami, Florida. 
The first search and rescue expedition, organized by Ellis Rubin, departed on October 
2, 1963, and returned on October 6, 1963. The FBI reported:  

On October 20, 1963, Robert Dorsay said he had just returned from 
Cozumel, Mexico, Telucigalpa, Honduras; and Managua, Nicaragua. 
Dorsay stated that he had determined Rorke's plane arrived at Cozumel at 
7:00 p.m. September 24, 1963. At Cozumel, several people recalled there 
were three persons aboard, two of them clearly identified as Rorke and 
Sullivan and the third person was described as a Latin-appearing male, 
5'10", fair complexion, and about 32 years old. The airplane was refueled, 
and took off at 8:00 p.m., ostensibly for Telucigalpa, Honduras. Robert 
Dorsay said he had ascertained that Rorke's plane had no life raft, life 
vests, and no Very Pistol; therefore speculated that if the aircraft was 
down at sea en route to Telucigalpa, there is no point in searching for the 
occupants of the plane. He said it was possible that the airplane might 
have gone down between La Cieba and Telucigalpa, in which case there 
would be the possibility that the occupants of the plane were still alive. 
[FBI 97-4123-158]  

DISPATCH SECRET  
TO: Chief Special Affairs Staff 
FROM: Chief of Station, JMWAVE 
SUBJECT: Operational/TYPIC 
Re to relationships between Pauline Sierra and other Amer. Nationals 
ACTION REQUIRED: Please make copy available to SAS/Intel. 
REF: UFG-3871 
 
The following information obtained from AMCLATTER-1 was not disseminated in ref. 
 

According to Reinaldo Pico, leader of Alianza de Trabajadores Cubanos, 
Paulino Sierra was receiving funds from an American named Van Gorkon 
(phonetic) however Sierra was claiming that the funds were coming from 
KUBARK. According to Frank Fiorini, the latter had been permitted to read 
the local ODURGE files wherein he saw an accusation that Gilberto 
Rodriguez Fernandez of Sierra’s group was an agent of AMTHUG. 201-
42669 October 17, 1963 UPGT-6553 

 

On October 30, 1963, STURGIS furnished the CIA with information on the Anti-
Communist Crusade Foundation and organization chartered by STURGIS, Laura Norris 
and his bride to be, Janet Mann. [Deleted-03962] The second search party departed 
Miami on November 2, 1963, sponsored by HEMMING: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE 



 
FROM: USAMA GUATEMALA 
TO: DA 
FOR: ACSI AND AFNIN...FOR G-2 

On November 4, 1963, at 1:00 p.m. local, a private aircraft owned and 
piloted by C.F. Bush, Hollywood, Florida, landed at Puerto Barrios Mip 
Base with following aboard: HEMMING, Howard K. Davis of Miami, 
Charles Collier, representative of insurance company in Dallas, Texas, 
Ivan Kay, attorney for Collier, Miami; Steve Justin Wilson and ROY 
HARGRAVES, Ralph Hernandez Nordase, whose professed occupations 
were parachutists and Allan Kennedy, student pilot of the Riddle Flying 
School, Miami. With the exception of Bush and Collier they all claim 
residence residency in Miami, Florida. DC-3 acft no NC 160455. Aircraft 
allegedly chartered by insurance Charles T. Collier, Superintendent of 
Claims, International Aviation Underwriters, Incorporated, 211 North Ervay 
Street, Dallas, Texas. Alleged mission of party to search for acft piloted by 
one Sullivan with one Rorke as passenger presumably lost on or after 
September 24, 1963, somewhere in Central America. Rorke is said to be 
son-in-law of Billingsley, owner of Stork Club in New York City and son of 
Supreme Court Justice, State of New York. Alleged interest of mission 
was two-fold.  

(1) Collier and Kay representing insurance interest were trying to locate 
aircraft which rumors had may not have been lost.  

(2) Rest of party was engaged to search for Rorke presumably on the 
insistence of Mrs. Rorke and the father, out of personal friendship towards 
Rorke who allegedly was "One of the crowd." Party claimed to have given 
Guatemala previous notice of arrival by sending a wire from Belize, British 
Honduras. No such wire has arrived in Guatemala to date. Party 
consequently arrived without appropriate permission from Guatemala, 
without visas, and in the case of six members, without passports. 
Guatemala's alert intelligence posture resulted in aircraft being placed 
under military guard. GOG reported that on initial questioning various 
members of party gave conflicting stories as to their origin and destination. 
With this suspicion created, the Guatemalan Air Force transported all 
personnel to Guatemala City where they arrived at 6:30 p.m. local 
November 4, 1963. U.S. military personnel were advised that under other 
circumstances the aircraft would have been impounded and members of 
the party incarcerated. COP (Dr.) Jose Luis Aguilar De Leon, Secretary to 
the Chief of Government, made it clear to the party that only because of 
friendship and personal respect existing between Guatemalans and U.S. 
military personnel, prevented impounding of aircraft. Party was entertained 
at Guatemalan Air Force club and kept under loose surveillance 
throughout stay. Various members of the party were able to visit local 



restaurants and places of amusement in company of Guatemalan 
personnel. All their personal identification that had been previously 
confiscated in Puerto Barrios were returned, and acknowledged by the 
group before departure. The personnel were placed in the custody of U.S. 
military officers. GOG officials permitted party to be billeted at Motel Plaza, 
and Palace Hotel, Guatemala City. The following day, U.S. military was 
contacted by GOG to obtain opinions and assistance in order to avoid 
international incident. U.S. military officials were invited to the National 
Palace by Dr. Aguilar De Leon, and were assured every cooperation to 
avoid unpleasantness. Aguilar De Leon was informed by the U.S. military 
that the party was obviously a private venture and was not, as suspected 
by the Guatemalans, acting against the Guatemalan Govt. or any part 
thereof. Dr. Aguiler De Leon, in the presence of U.S. Army military 
members Bush, Collier and Kay and at another interview, interviewed rest 
of the party. The account which the U.S. military members had previously 
given to Dr. Aguilar was verified by these subsequent interviews. To 
further convince Guatemala that this was not an action against their 
government, Charles Collier provided insurance file on Rorke aircraft for 
duplication and file by G-2 Guat Army. At approximately 9:00 a.m. local 
November 5, 1963, the original file was returned to a member of the U.S. 
military, and in turn to Collier. U.S. military was further advised that no 
action against the party would be contemplated, that the chief of 
government had however insisted that the aircraft leave with all personnel 
at earliest hour. Aircraft departed 1:30 p.m. on November 6, 1963, for 
Belize with one P-51 as escort in presence of U.S. military members and 
Dr. Aguilar. Comment by Guat 572 and 574. For you guidance, it should 
be expected that considerable publicity will be sought in particular by 
HEMMING, who alleges to know Senator Strom Thurmond, as well as 
Hernandez, HARGRAVES and Wilson. End comment. Aircraft had on 
board one shotgun, two pistols and parachutes. Personnel in party other 
than Bush, Collier and Kay behaved in a slovenly manner. One member 
wore Army fatigue trousers and boots with old Army shirt. Some party 
members stated that reason for their being forced out of Guatemala so 
soon was that Alexander Rorke is indeed in Guatemala and Guatemala 
Government is deliberately detaining Alexander Rorke. Comment Guat 
572 and 574. Dr. Aguilar personally assured party that if Rorke's aircraft 
had met with an accident in Guatemala the Guatemalan Government and 
he in particular would have known about it. The matter of Special Forces 
was of course discredited by U.S. military members. As of time of 
departure nothing appeared in local press regarding this incident. GOG 
officials indicated they intended no press release. End comment. One 
Ralph Hernandez Nordase, per identification, a Cuban national, behaved 
particularly in a belligerent manner. Those members professing interest in 
locating Rorke must be considered as potential fabricators when dealing 
with the press which they indicated they intended to do. HEMMING 
professed to have this operation. Ivan Kay said he intended to prepare 



official statement on entire trip in which he hoped to neutralize any 
unfavorable press releases in this regard. Mr. Kay upon request by Mr. 
Aguilar turned over undeveloped photographic film which Dr. Aguilar 
promised to develop, examine and return to Mr. Kay via U.S. military. The 
whole party was handled by the Guat Govt in a most courteous and at no 
time were any individuals abused. Comment U.S. Army Attache. 
Operations of this nature by irresponsible U.S. citizen do not tend to 
improve relationship with GOG. [FBI 97-4623-161]  

The FBI reported that in October and November 1963, "(deleted) soldier-of-fortune 
participated in search for two lost Americans." The party returned to Miami on 
November 6, 1963. On November 20, 1963, the FBI noted: "(Deleted) Subject was 
described as similar to Alexander Rorke who is missing in flight to Central America. 
(Deleted)." [FBI original filed in 105-113149-2] In March 1987 the FBI released one 
highly-deleted page on Alexander Rorke dated November 29, 1963. This document 
could have shed some light on the fate of Alexander Rorke, but the only part of the page 
not blocked out stated: "On November 29, 1963, we received the following information 
from a source whose reliability has not yet been established." [FBI 97-4623 NR 
12.20.63] On December 4, 1963, the CIA sent the FBI information on Alexander Rorke 
which was still withheld as of 2010. [FBI Brennan/Papich 105-82555-NR 154 -3 (?)] On 
December 20, 1963, the FBI reported: "Sources and informant advised they have 
different ideas what might have happened to Rorke and Sullivan. All sources and 
informant's believe Rorke and Sullivan are dead and did not go to Cuba. They feel that if 
Rorke would have been captured in Cuba the Castro Government would have used the 
incident for propaganda." [FBI 97-4623-168] 

During HUNT v. WEBERMAN STURGIS was asked: 

Q. Where was the last time Alexander Rorke was seen alive? 

A. I had a meeting with Alex, I believe with Bill Johnson, one or two other persons with 
Alex the day or possibly two days before he disappeared. 

STURGIS told Michael Canfield: "And if you remember there was a big search by the 
United States Coast Guard, both air and sea, a number of years ago, when Alexander 
Rorke left Opalocka Airfield and he was going to Nicaragua, and supposedly it is 
rumored that he was shot down near Cuba, into the water, there were reports that 
Alexander Rorke was captured, but there was nobody inside of Cuba that was captured 
by the name of Alex Rorke. I assume he got shot down over water, and his body and 
the plane disappeared. I, with a number of other people which I will get to at a later 
date, sat with Alex Rorke where his airplane was parked at Opalocka Airfield which is 
close by here, the day before he made his ill-fated trip. And I will get the names of 
everybody that knew about the trip and so forth, that the FBI investigated. I believe even 
the CIA investigated that, I'm not sure, but they may have been in on the investigation, 
plus other agencies of the United States Government, (unintelligible)...of his 
disappearance." 



William Johnson reported: "Rorke had a falling out with FRANK." William Johnson was 
asked if the falling out concerned the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He 
responded, "That could be part of it. But you gotta remember something. Rorke said 
that if he ever disappeared, it was the CIA or the FBI would knock him off. And that trip 
was a funny trip because I think somewhere down the line FRANK had something to do 
with the disappearance of Rorke and Sullivan." 

Marita Lorenz stated: "Alex wouldn't go along with the Kennedy assassination; he was a 
former Jesuit priest. Alex disappeared about two months before the assassination. He 
had warned me to go home and stay away from FRANK. Years later I asked FRANK, 
'Did you kill Alex Rorke?' FRANK said, 'Come on. You know who killed him. The CIA 
killed him. He didn't want to go along with the plans they had.' He kept telling me, 'The 
Company did it.' I told him, 'Listen asshole, you're the Company, right?'" She claimed 
that STURGIS, not Ellis Rubin, was the last person to see Rorke alive and that she was 
contacted by the FBI about the disappearance of Alexander Rorke and asked if she 
thought STURGIS did it. The FBI reported: "The following references in the file 
captioned  

FRANK ANTHONY STURGIS concern information concerning the activities of 
Alexander I. Rorke during the period 1961 to 1963." STURGIS' file contained 25 
references to Rorke. 

On October 6, 1963, Pedro Diaz Lanz appeared on Channel 10 Television Station, 
Miami. During this program Diaz Lanz criticized Manuel Artime, saying that Artime had 
U.S. sponsorship and that he had been indoctrinated in Communism in Cuba by his 
father. [FBI 105-72630-109 p2 encl. P.2,7,8] The last pre-assassination FBI report on 
the CIA's list of FBI documents about STURGIS was generated on October 24, 1963. 
"Subject: Second National Front of Escambray." (SNFE - Alpha-66) No file number was 
given. On October 24, 1963, the name STURGIS appeared in a CIA document about 
Alpha-66 and his connection with its airplanes. The CIA reported: "See above document 
page 14 for information regarding FRANK FIORINI'S connection with Alpha-66 
airplane." [Allen v. DOD CIA 04490; CIA DBA 55602] On November 13, 1963, CSCI-
3/778,713, based on "(deleted) - 3962 October 30, 1963," was generated. The CIA list 
of documents about STURGIS resumed with a document dated May 19, 1964. 

Around Thursday, November 7, 1963, STURGIS said he visited Dallas to see a gun 
connection. 

HEMMING AND ALEXANDER RORKE 

HEMMING 1994:  

I first heard of Rorke in 1963. Courtney told us he was giving a fund 
raising speech at the Hotel Diplomat. He was there with James Buchanan 
and STURGIS. He didn't show his fucking face in Miami till 1963. The 
closest he came was Fort Lauderdale. They were warned by the Cubans 



to stay the fuck out of Miami. 'You're raising a lot of goddamned fucking 
money. Where is it going? To your buddy STURGIS and all those 
motherfucking thieves?' 

 On December 16, 1963, the FBI questioned HEMMING,  

…who is personally acquainted with Alexander Rorke Jr. and who has 
been (deleted) advised the only time he ever heard of Anti-Communist 
International was a couple of years ago. (Deleted) a would-be organization 
with a similar name, HEMMING said was unable to furnish any other 
information concerning the organization. HEMMING advised that some 
three weeks before Alexander Rorke and his pilot, Geoffrey Sullivan, went 
on the bombing raid against Havana, Cuba, he received a telephone call 
from Rorke concerning some disagreement they had had. HEMMING 
agreed to meet with Rorke and straighten out the disagreement. At a 
subsequent meeting, Rorke came with his pilot, Sullivan, to talk about a 
proposed bombing trip against a Cuban oil refinery. HEMMING advised 
Rorke of the hazards involved, and said that the north coast of Cuba had 
excellent radar defenses, however, there are avenues or corridors into 
Cuba which Cuban radar does not cover. HEMMING claimed that from 
talking to recently-arrived Cubans, he had been able to ascertain 
information about these corridors. HEMMING previously told Rorke and 
Sullivan where these corridors were, but to find these corridors one would 
have to be an excellent navigator and be completely familiar with the north 
coast of Cuba. HEMMING doubted that Rorke and Sullivan could have 
ever found these corridors. Concerning Rorke's present whereabouts 
Advised he participated in the search mission to Central America on 
October 2, 1963 and found no traces of Rorke. HEMMING presumes he is 
dead. He continued that he did not know the souce of Rorke’s funds; he 
doubts if Rorke’s wife had put any more into Rorke’s operations, and she 
continues to live in Hollywood, Florida. Hemming said, however, that he 
understood Rorke made considerable money from lectures, influenced 
members of the John Birch Society to give large contributions, and 
obviously had considerable money from them. 
On December 17, 1963 Frank Fiorini, aka Frank Sturgis, Miami, voluntarily 
came to the Miami Office, accompanied by his friend and associate, 
William Johnson. It is to be noted that both Fiorini and Johnson have 
admittedly been implicated in anti-Fidel Castro activities in the Miami area 
for a period of several years. Fiorini stated he first met Rorke of New York 
City, through a mutal friend, Pedro Diaz Lanz, an exile Cuban leader, in 
about 1960. Shortly thereafter Fiorini went with Rorke to New York City, 
and was introduced by Rorke to Mr. Robert Speller, who owned a 
publishing firm known as Speller and Son. He also operated the 
Transglobal News Service. Mr. Speller issued to Fiorini a press 
identification card dated April 27, 1961, for Fiorini to identify himself with in 
the event he should be captured in Cuba. 



 
Fiorini explained that at that time he, himself, was head of an organization 
known as the Anti-Communist International Brigade, which had no 
connection whatsoever with the Anti-Communist International 
headquartered in New York City. Fiorini said he organized the Anti-
Communist International Brigade in Miami. Fiorini Met in the office of Mr. 
Speller a man introduced as Haviv Schieber, who appeared to be in his 
late fifties, and who was represented as being the leader of the Anti-
Communist International, New York City. Schieber described himself as 
being anti-Communist, and said he had belonged to an underground 
organization in Israel which fought against the British. Fiorini believed this 
organization was "Hagana." Schieber also said he was presently opposed 
to the administration of Ben Gurion in Israel, and he was living a self-
imposed exile in New York City. Speller disclosed that he was financially 
backing the Anti-Communist International. Fiorini learned that the 
organization was supposed to have some influential members in the New 
York area. Fiorini explained that Rorke had wanted Fiorini to meet these 
people in order to obtain financial backing for anti-Castro commando-type 
action on behalf of Fiorini's own organization, the Anti-Communist 
International Brigade. Fiorini said that Speller offered financial support to 
him, but never came through with a single nickel. 
 
Fiorini said that the last contact he had with the Anti-Communist 
International was in the latter part of 1961. At that time, Schieber was 
attempting to send a bearded commando, name unknown to Fiorini, to 
Cuba for the purpose of assassinating Fidel Castro, but this individual 
never succeeded in getting into Cuba. Fiorini recalled that on two or three 
occasions he stayed at Schieber's apartment, but he was unable to recall 
the address of this apartment. 
 
Fiorini said that Gifford Pinchot, who resides in New York City, is 
acquainted with Schieber. Fiorini said that Gifford Pinchot is the same 
individual who had been associating with Alexander I. Rorke when Rorke 
publicly claimed a successful bombing raid over Cuba on April 25, 1963. 
Fiorini said that there never was any connection at any time between the 
Anti-Communist International and the Anti-Communist International 
Brigade. Also, he never received any indication that the Anti-Communist 
International ever established an organization or a branch in the Miami 
area. So far as he knew, it was restricted to the New York area. 
Fiorini said that in about the summer of 1963 Rorke told him and William 
Johnson that he had a plan to bomb the Guantanamo Base, and that he 
had obtained some money to buy one or more B-26 planes. During this 
conversation, Rorke mentioned the name of Schieber, but Fiorini was 
unable to recall in exactly what manner Schieber's name came up. Rorke 
returned to New York City after Johnson and Fiorini talked Rorke out of 
attempting this raid. 



 
However, during the same general period of time, Rorke told Johnson and 
Fiorini that he had been receiving some financial support from the ACI. He 
also mentioned a Countess in Connecticut who had been contributing 
money. Neither Rorke nor Johnson was able to recall the name of this 
Countess. Fiorini also recalled that Rorke told him and Johnson shortly 
before and during the U. S. blockade of Cuba in October, 1962, and for 
some time thereafter that he would like to bomb a Russian ship in Cuban 
waters. Rorke said that the ACI wanted to create an incident between the 
Soviet Union and the United States. Fiorini said that three weeks prior to 
Rorke's bombing raid over Cuba in April 1963, Fiorini and Johnson were 
supposed to deliver three bombs to Norman Cay in the Bahamas for 
Rorke to pick up on another raid which he planned on a Russian boat off 
the coast of Cuba. However, when Fiorini and Johnson learned that this 
was the specific objective of Rorke, they buried the bombs and thwarted 
Rorke's plan. When Rorke returned to Miami, he became very angry with 
Johnson and Fiorini, and they had little to do with each other until about 
four days prior to Rorke's ill-fated departure on September 24, 1963, At 
that time, Johnson and Fiorini met Rorke, a Miami pilot known as Jack 
Griffin, end Geoffrey Sullivan, who was Rorke's pilot. This meeting took 
place in Opa Locka, Florida, where Rorke had a B-25 airplane. During this 
meeting Rorke explained that he had soma connections with former 
Nicaraguan President, Luis Somoza, who had offered Rorke an air strip, 
free gasoline, and free weapons, but that Rorke had to be in Nicaragua by 
the following Thursday if he were to take advantage of this opportunity. 
During this meeting, Sullivan departed in the B-25 because he felt that the 
U. S. Customs Service was about to seize this plane. The discussion 
continued without Sullivan. None of the individuals participating in the 
discussion had any money to finance the trip to Nicaragua. Rorke invited 
Johnson and Fiorini to participate with him in the trip to Nicaragua. 
Johnson suggested that the group rent a private plane to go to Nicaragua 
to see Somoza in order to firm up the plan. It was agreed that each of the 
five would try to raise money for the trip. On the following Monday 
(September 23, 1963), Rorke called Johnson at about 7 P.M. Johnson 
recalled that he told Rorke he had been unable to raise any money, 
whereupon Rorke said he had raised some money and for Johnson to be 
at the Opa Locka Airport in the morning. Rorke also related to Johnson 
that he had written some bad checks and was anxious to get to Nicaragua 
as soon as possible to make connections with Somoza, then to return to 
New York City to obtain enough money to cover the checks. Rorke said 
from New York City he would wire money to Bill Johnson to transport 
Rorke's B-25 plane to Nicaragua. 
 
Johnson said that on the following morning Johnson vent to work with 
Jack Griffin at the CMA Auto Sales Service, South Dixie Highway, Miami. 
Griffin had a rented Cessna plane at nearby Kendall, Florida. They had 



planned to fly this Cessna to Opa Locka, telephone Frank Fiorini to meet 
them there, and then depart with Rorke and Sullivan for Nicaragua. 
However, it was raining hard when they reached the Kendall Airport, and 
they did not go to Opa Locka. Also, they never received any telephonic 
communications from Rorke. Johnson said that on the following day, Jack 
Griffin telephoned the Atlantic Aviation Company at Opa Locka, and was 
informed by the owner there that Rorke took off from Fort Lauderdale in a 
rented Beachcraft Bonanza on September 24, 1963. 
 
Johnson recalled that on the Sunday before Rorke's departure, Rorke was 
waiting for a Cuban known as Enrique Garcia aka Enrique Molina. Enrique 
had telephonically contacted the Atlantic Aviation Company at Opa Locka, 
and wanted to buy a B-25 airplane. Johnson said that this Cuban, Enrique 
Garcia, was supposed to have been with Rorke when Rorke picked up the 
Beachcraft Bonanza to depart Fort Lauderdale. Rorke allegedly told the 
owner, or Manager, of Atlantic Aviation that Garcia was his "connection," 
and that Rorke had turned this deal over to Johnson and Fiorini but that 
they had been unable to handle it. 
 
Both Fiorini and Johnson said that they never again saw Rorke, and that 
Rorke had not indicated in any way that he planned, at that time, a 
bombing raid over Cuba or any other place. The last they knew, Rorke 
intended to fly to Nicaragua. Also, Rorke made no mention of the AC1 in 
connection with his last plans. Both Fiorini and Johnson said that Enrique 
Garcia, who had formerly been a Captain in the Cuban Air Force, is a 
member of the MDC, and is closely associated with Laureano Batista 
Fella. They said they had never seen Garcia in person, but had made 
inquiries and had established to their personal satisfaction that Garcia has 
not been seen in the Miami area or anywhere else since Rorke's 
departure. Both Fiorini and Johnson speculated that since Garcia 
apparently accompanied Rorke and Sullivan on their last trip, it appeared 
to them that perhaps Laureano Batista may have had some knowledge of 
their flight. 
 
Both Fiorini and Johnson stated that Rorke was in financial straits in 
September, 1963, and had spoken of being behind in his car payments, 
payments on his plane, and payments on the "Violyn III." Neither Fiorini 
nor Johnson could recall having met anyone named George Adams nor 
Mrs. Mark Byron, who may have some connection with the ACI. 
 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the 
FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. [FBI NY 105-46755 
Bufile 100-434086-32]  



HEMMING told this researcher: "Bullshit. They never questioned any of us who was on 

the fucking rescue operation about Rorke." 

ENRIQUE MOLINA RIVERA 

HEMMING was asked about his disagreement with Alexander Rorke. HEMMING:  

Rorke and STURGIS had allowed this Enrique Molina Rivera to sit in with 
his group. I said 'The fuckers a Castro agent.' I had briefed Rorke's pilot 
how to stay alive flying over Cuba...I said if you want to stay alive you 
won't tell anybody else. Don't tell Rorke, Rorke's an asshole. Then, a 
couple of days later, I find Enrique Molina Rivera and STURGIS are at the 
same goddamn apartment complex talking and meeting. This pissed me 
off. I told Rorke, 'You ain't gonna get another goddamn briefing. This 
fucker is a Castro agent, I known him from Cuba.' This guy threatened to 
kill me. This guy threatened to kill fucking TRAFFICANTE. He's the one 
that ran the little prison where TRAFFICANTE and Loran Hall and Hughes 
and them were kept. The guy would talk about the last time he talked to 
Raoul Castro, which would be a week before, on the fucking telephone. 
That's how psycho this cocksucker was. He didn't hide it. He's against the 
revolution as an arm of the Russians because of the missile crisis and all 
that shit, but he's still friendly with all the figures. He figures its all being 
kept from Fidel and Raoul. They're being kept in the dark by the Russians. 
They're dumb enough to associate with the asshole. 

Loran Hall leaves the Sixth Street and Fourth Avenue safehouse with 
Enrique Molina Rivera, okay. He's next seem around the corner in a little 
apartment complex that looks like a motel with Sullivan and Sturgis and 
Rorke. Rorke was thinking of using Loran Hall. Loran Hall's buddy, Manuel 
Aguilar, was a Castro agent. STURGIS says, 'I know him, he's okay.' He 
admitted to being a fucking Castro agent. 

I told Rorke not to talk in front of STURGIS, he's an asshole. STURGIS 
had kind of moved in on the guy. He made the mistake once again of 
saying he was my boss. Rorke was probably involved in a scheme to 
insert a guy into Havana as one of the American left-winger types that 
goes into Havana. We had later information on them.  

Enrique Molina Rivera was on the plane with Sullivan and Rorke. The 
plane landed at St. Julian, Cuba, where they snuffed his ass. [HEMMING 
had been Adjutant of St. Julian Air Base] The Cubans didn't publicize it 
because they had one of their own boys riding on the bird. They were not 
going to say he was shot too.  

Ellis Rubin called me and asked me to talk to Rorke's wife. He wanted 
people who were familiar with Rorke's operation. I told her it was possible 



they had contaminated fuel, not from the States but from down there. I told 
her to call the Coast Guard. 

It was strange because Sherman Billingsley is one of the guys who knows 
Hoover's secrets. Him and his old lady. And Rorke is allowed to do all 
kinds of shit cause his father-in-law is fucking Billingsley. But we figured 
he's working for fucking Hoover. See, Rorke had been busted by William 
Morgan in Morgan's house during the Trujillo invasion. Rorke was playing 
newsman there. Morgan arrested his ass. He was coming in there to do a 
big press release about how Trujillo's troops have invaded Cuba in July of 
1959. So we knew Rorke from Cuba. Who's he working for? Who gives a 
shit? But he's working for somebody. 

In a Freedom of Information Act Request to the Secret Service HEMMING requested:  

Reports not delivered to the Warren Commission referring to the 
disappearances of Alex Rorke, Jeff Sullivan, Enrique Molina Rivera during 
a flight from Miami, Florida, to Cozumel, Mexico to Honduras on 
September 25, 1963, which flight took place during the same period that 
LEE HARVEY OSWALD allegedly departed for Mexico for a meeting at 
the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City. 

During HUNT v. WEBERMAN, BERNARD BARKER was asked about Alexander Rorke. 
He observed:  

He was flying down here [Miami] as far as I know. He was with some CIA 
operations. I told him, 'One day you are going to get yourself killed.' One 
day I read in the newspapers that he disappeared. I think his father was 
the one who called me to see if I could find him...I checked up on it. I liked 
Alex. He was a good man. [Discussion off the record] I told him his 
operation was penetrated...[by Castro]. 

 
 
 

HOOVER AND SHERMAN BILLINGSLEY  
 



 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
To: Mr. Wick January 31, 1966 
From: Mr. A . Jones 
Subject: Rorke 

 

On Friday, January 28, 1966, Richard E. Berlin, President of the Hearst 
Corporation who is well known to the Director and to the Bureau 
telephonically contacted Mr. DeLoach. Mr. Berlin advised that he had a 
very pathetic letter from Mrs. Alexander Rorke, Jr. who was formerly 
Jacqueline Billingsley, the daughter of Sherman Billingsley. In her letter to 
Berlin Mrs. Rorke stated she was desparate and asked Berlin if he could 
be of any assistance in helping her locate her husband. Berlin in turn 
advised Mr. DeLoach that he would be most appreciative of any 
information we could give him regarding Rorke which might be of possible 
assistance to Mrs. Rorke. 

 INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 

Alexander I. Rorke, Jr. was a clerical employee in our New York Office from 2-5-51 to 5-
11-51 at which time he resigned to pursue further education. Information was 
subsequently received that as a free-lance photographer he had been connected with 
anti-Castro activities, engaged in flights over Cuba in a leaflet distribution campaign an 
had become involved with persons in purchasing bombers for use in bombing Cuba. At 
one time he was being counseled by CIA; however that Agency informed on 6-25-62 
that it had no operational interest in Rorke, considering him to be too much of a ―loose 
talker.‖ In April 1963, Rorke publically announced having bombed Havana, Cuba, and 
the Attorney General was interested in this claim and we conducted extensive 



investigation. Facts were submitted to the Department and prosecution was not 
authorized whereupon our investigation was terminated. 
 
In September 1963 Rorke and a companion left Florida in a rented plane allegedly for 
Honduras. He is considered dead by other soldiers of fortune with whom he associated. 
Rorke’s father is a former Assistant District Attorney of New York County and he wrote 
to the Director on November 12, 1963 requesting assistance in locating his son. His 
letter was orally acknowledged by our New York Office and it was pointed out to Mr. 
Rorke that his own son apparently disappeared while outside the limits of the United 
States and that our jurisdiction is confined to this country and its possessions. 

We have subsequently received letters from both Rorke’s daughter and 
uncle asking for our assistance in locating Rorke, and in each case, they 
have been advised of our jurisdiction and the fact that we could not be of 
assistance. The family of Rorke have apparently conducted an 
investigation on their own, and have widely circulated both in this country 
and Latin American countries a circular concerning Rorke offering a 
reward to 'the first persons to produce them in any part of the United 
States.' All indications as far as Bufiles are concerned Rorke is dead. We 
have no verified information concerning him since he left a Florida airport 
in September 1963. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Mr. DeLoach telephonically contact Mr. Berlin and advise him in confidence of the 
above information and that we cannot be of help to Mrs. Rorke."  

J. Edgar Hoover wrote this on the document: "No. I do not want in any way to get 
involved in this. So Berlin might advise Billingsley or his daughter & it would be public 
property. Billingsley & I broke many years ago cause I would not utilize Bureau facilities 
to prevent the marriage. H." [FBI 79-29181-3] Alexander Rorke was declared legally 
dead in 1968. [Document containing ref. FBI 97-4623-179. Ref: 44-24016-634 p808 SI 
105-82555-454 p688] 

 

Alexander Rorke was in a perilous business, but his association with HEMMING and 
STURGIS proved to be even more perilous. HEMMING blamed Rorke's death on 
Enrique Molina, a Castro double-agent. HEMMING claimed Enrique Molina was the 
third man on Rorke and Sullivan's ill-fated flight. The personnel at North Perry airport in 
Hollywood, Florida, said a third person had been with Rorke and Sullivan when they 



departed. As stated, the FBI received a similar report from someone who visited 
Mexico. In neither of these reports was Molina identified. Molina was not mentioned by 
name in any CIA or FBI reports. He is the missing man in all this. HEMMING told this 
researcher, "Molina has not been heard from since." HEMMING had a disagreement 
with Rorke prior to his death and HEMMING hated Molina. STURGIS had a 
disagreement with Rorke, and although HEMMING claimed that STURGIS was 
sympathetic to Molina, there was no evidence of this in FBI or CIA documents. 
HEMMING and STURGIS sabotaged Rorke's plane, because they believed he was 
being duped by Castro's intelligence service. 

THE RORKE PAPERS 
 
Chief, Contact Division January 7, 1964 
ATT: Support (Travis) 
Chief, New York Office 

1. On January 3, 1964, Douglas E. Gentzkow called on the listed phone 
and, without furnishing further identification, requested an urgent personal 
interview with a CIA representative. He declined to give details concerning 
the purpose and subject of the meeting, stating only that it would be 
concerned with Latin America. 

2. We met Gentzkow in the early afternoon hours at a Manhattan hotel 
and had a two hour interview with him. Gentzkow identified himself as a 
third year cadet at the United States Military Academy at West Point. He 
showed us his identification card C-65265 which indicates that he was 
born on March 14, 1942, he is 6 feet 2 inches tall; weighs 190 pounds; 
color of hair, brown; color of eyes, blue. Gentzkow, who appears to be 
serious minded, told us that because of the delicate nature of the 
information in his possession, he was unable to divulge his sources, but 
would be glad to "help the Agency in the national interest." He then 
proceeded by stating that he was aware of CIA's interest in the Cuban 
situation, and that the information, if used by the enemies of the U.S., 
could seriously damage the reputation of our government. 

3. Cadet Gentzkow, who is a member of Company K-2 at West Point, 
stated that "his friends" told him about the existence of the documents 
now in the safes of various New York banks that have serious derogatory 
information concerning the Cuban prisoner exchange matter. According to 
these documents, "many Castro agents among the prisoners returned to 
the U.S. have been planted by the Cuban Government to commit 
espionage and sabotage in the U.S." Gentzkow repeatedly declined to 
divulge the names of his sources; he simply stated they were U.S. citizens 
who might decide to publish these documents with the possible idea of 
hurting the interest of our Government. Gentzkow did not elaborate on this 
point; however, he promised his full cooperation and stated that he might 



be in the position to photograph the documents and place them at our 
disposal. According to his information, some of the documents also 
contain descriptions of secret military installations in Cuba. 

4. Gentzkow emphasized that in contacting the CIA, he was anxious to 
avoid delay which might possibly arise from following the usual military 
channels. He stated that he was a good friend and admirer of Alexander I. 
Rorke, Jr., a freelance television reporter in New York, who together with 
Geoffrey Sullivan, had disappeared on a flight to Central America in a 
rented, twin engine plane in the fall of 1963. He heard that Rorke was 
dead and he owes it to his memory "to do something" about the Cuban 
situation. 

5. Gentzkow requested utmost discretion, stating that if his approach to 
the CIA became known to his superiors at West Point, it might damage his 
career. He feels, however, that the information is so vital to the interests of 
the United States Government that he decided to put aside all personal 
considerations and offer his cooperation to CIA. He added that he would 
make an effort to photograph the documents during the week of January 
6, 1964, "before enemies of our country have an opportunity to publish the 
allegations." Finally he indicated that he would get in touch with us either 
on January 11, 1964, or January 12, 1964, to advise us about new 
developments.  

Jay B.L. Reeves. 

On January 7, 1964, Gentzkow called the New York Office of the CIA and he was told 
that he should not risk his military career for "a project whose value might prove 
disappointing and might involve individuals of questionable trustworthiness. Subject 
seemed to accept and certainly understand our comments but responded that he would 
still attempt to go ahead on his own without reference to any contact with CIA." [CIA 
WH-1621 report from BALOG]  

On January 22, 1964, Douglas Gentzkow discussed the contents of these papers with a 
representative of the Domestic Contacts Division. He said that "the danger of 
publication of the alleged derogatory information was no longer imminent... Gentzkow 
told us that he was able to see some of the documents pertaining to 'the situation in 
Cuba.' The documents turned out to be some typewritten and penciled notes of 
Alexander Rorke. According to Gentzkow, these notes and a photograph showing 
Rorke in the company of President Somoza of Nicaragua were taken out of New York 
bank vaults by a daughter of Sherman Billingsley, owner of the Stork Club. Another 
daughter of Billingsley is married to Rorke. It seems that Gentzkow and the unmarried 
daughter of Billingsley are "going steady," hence the great interest of the West Point 
Cadet in the fortunes of the Rorke-Billingsley families. Gentzkow gave us his notes 
prepared from the Rorke papers." The notes stated: 



4. There is a base located at Porte Berris (?) and supported by President 
Somoza. Allegedly, this base trains anti-Castro Cuban refugees for 
another invasion. According to rumors, the CIA has a hand in the training 
of these refugees. In connection with this plan, the name of Laureano 
Batista is mentioned as one of the leaders of the invasion forces. 

6. The name of Bill Morgan, formerly of the 308th Battle Group, is 
mentioned as a double-agent, that is, an agent for the CIA, and an agent 
of the Castro Government 

7. The papers Rorke papers mention Dominick Bartone, President, 
International Trading Company, connected with Hoffa of the Teamsters 
Union. On this point Gentzkow was vague and could not elaborate. 

8. Gentzkow told us that Frank Nelson, a "businessman" from New York 
City, had films and papers in his possession which, if published, would 
also damage the reputation of the CIA and the Government. 

9. The name of June Cobb as a double-agent appears in the Rorke 
papers. In addition, the name of Waldo Frank is mentioned; however 
Gentzkow could offer no elaboration on Frank. According to the Rorke 
notes, June Cobb forced, in the Fall of 1960, the cousin of Ambassador 
Henry Cabot Lodge [Marita Lorenz erroneously claimed to be related to 
Lodge] to have an abortion when Lodge's cousin was six months pregnant 
with Fidel Castro's child. About three years ago, we saw a copy of 
Confidential magazine giving details about this alleged abortion. 

In September 1960 Fidel Castro ordered William Morgan to take his troops into the 
Escambray Mountains and mop up the anti-Castro guerrillas there. William Morgan had 
betrayed the Trujillo plot because it had no chance of succeeding; now he began 
supplying the anti-Castro forces with weapons. Fidel Castro was informed, and William 
Morgan was imprisoned. On March 11, 1961, a military tribunal in Havana sentenced 
William Morgan to death. William Morgan denied his guilt until the moment he was 
executed, and declared to the press: "I will walk to the wall with no escort." He was shot 
on March 12, 1961.  



 

The CIA reported:  

Viola June Cobb (201-0278841, born August 24, 1927) was born in 
Ponca, Oklahoma, and left home for Mexico City in 1947- 1948 after her 
father remarried. She has since lived in Ecuador, Cuba and Mexico, and 
has been involved with the men and politics of a number of Latin American 
countries. During these years she developed a host of friends and 
acquaintances, both U.S. and Latin, that included political leaders, 
journalists, diplomats, professors, some of which do not enjoy general 
social acceptance. Her friends vary from rightists to extreme leftists, but 
she always seemed to be more attracted by the more bohemian, 
revolutionary types.  

Miss Cobb was employed in the office of Fidel Castro in Havana, doing 
translations and public relations work from September 1959 to 1960. After 
spending some time in the United States, she moved to Mexico, where 
she has generally been unemployed. In October 1961, she traveled to 
Guatemala regarding the Arvelo book, but was arrested, and in November 
was expelled on the basis that she had been a Castro agent who mission 
in Guatemala was to distribute pro-Castro and Communist propaganda. 

Miss Cobb has told several people of her cooperation with the U.S. 
Government and undoubtedly many suspect her association with U.S. 
Intelligence. Yet she continues to be on friendly terms with Latin American 
and American Communists and leftists.  

Another CIA document stated: 

Memo to WH/4, WH/4/CI, WH/4/FI 
Subject: June Cobb, Note given to her by Castro agent in Miami. 
Date: June 10, 1960  
From: (Deleted) 



Prior to her departure from New York, June Cobb visited the Cuban 
Consulate in New York City as requested prior to her departure from 
Havana. While there she was introduced to an American citizen named 
Bernie Brenner, a newspaperman from the Miami Beach Sun. Brenner is a 
friend of Cobb's boss, Juan Orta, the administrative assistant to Fidel 
Castro. Brenner gave Cobb a note in an envelope that was sealed for 
delivery to Orta. Cobb opened the note and copied the contents which 
were as follows: 

"Tell "O" that Manny (Manuel) Arquez is "hot, real hot." The Feds are on 
him. Aguirre the Priest fingered him in Washington. There is a fed working 
right there in the post office with him. They have some letters marked just 
waiting for him to open one. He's hot. The State Department - also tell him 
not to use those replicas of dollar bills the tourist department is using with 
something written on the back. George Southworth is working with the 
Feds. I got him drunk with a "les" (lesbian) and a straight girl with some 
pictures one night. He said he was going to put the shaft to Capt. Ouerra. 
Tell Doris Padrone who lives in 8 y 19 Apt. Building with a baby by 
Orlando Padrone that the feds are trying to get to her. Fidel brought her to 
Cuba because she knew things that she shouldn't know. Arquez can go to 
Cuba the 13th. June Cobb visited the Cuban Consulate, 24 hour tail.  

June Cobb called (deleted as of 2010) Director of (deleted as of 2010) in 
New York through whom I originally met Miss Cobb, asking him to contact 
me for she had a message for me. (deleted as of 2010) called me at 
(illegible) and I called Miss Cobb at a phone booth in the Hotel Drake. She 
told me of the above. I had her give the notes to (deleted as of 2010). She 
passed them to him at the East Side Airlines Terminal in New York on the 
evening of June 7. 

Burch: According to information given verbally by Harry Hermadorf when 
(deleted) went to the airport and approached Cobb, she waved him away. 
He waited at some distance while she scribbled away at the notes; she 
then folded them in a newspaper and left them for him to pick up. Harry 
did not say whether she walked away immediately after leaving the notes, 
or whether she folded them in the paper than waited for the two supposed 
member of the Cuban Consulate to join her before boarding the plane. JP 

On June 23, 1960, the results of June Cobb's lie detector test was judged to be 
"questionable and until resolved by a second LCFLUTTER suggested that no approval 
be granted."  

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD October 17, 1960 
SUBJECT AMUPAS/1 Boston Tapes 
Discussion between Subject and Ralph True. 



According to Subject a week or ten days ago in New York, Estelle (Stasia) 
Sokolowska revealed to Cobb that she (Stasia) had been told last winter 
(1959-1960) by Marita Lorenz and her mother, and also by Diane 
Alexandria (Diane didn't even know Cobb) and by the FBI that Cobb was 
involved in the narcotics and abortion rackets. Stasia told Cobb that she 
was questioned by the Bureau at 69th & 3rd and was told by the FBI that 
Cobb was involved in narcotics traffic with Yanes Pellitier in Cuba and was 
using Stasia as a pawn. Mrs. Lorenz was trying to get $3000 for Marita's 
operation. She sent a letter to Fidel. She called Cobb and Embassy about 
her daughter being held in Cuba against her will. Yanes immediately put 
Marita Lorenz on a plane (December). After Christmas Lorenz sent letters 
and telegrams to Fidel. Since Cobb's arrival in New York, Diane has seen 
a great deal of her - she is eager to hear about Yanes. She helped Cobb 
get in touch with Stasia.  

Diane mentioned some in CIA she sees --- has made allusions to ―this 
friend: she repeated to Subject things he said. Has discussed this period, 
(January, February, March) with Subject. How she told stories about 
Subject. Slipped unintentionally, said Mr. Daniels, never again mentioned 
it. Last winter, in apartment downtown someone came to apartment to 
question her. She had earlier been questioned by Frank O’Brien. Refused 
to talk to Daniels. Returned from Cuba last summer. 

When questioned by the FBI was asked to get in touch with Marita 
Lorenz. Did so in Connecticut -- became friends and very much involved 
with them. They were about to vend the story about Marita and Fidel; she 
did not mention her love for Yanes. Yanes came up and Diane learned 
that he was involved with Marita -- to her surprise and grief. Continues to 
see Lorenz. When January rolled around, Pedro Diaz Fonte (Yanes' 
aide) came up.  

Diane involved with Lorenzs. Someone approached said he was from 
Washington. She said categorically he was CIA. Checked with O’Brien. 
O’Brien confirmed that he was. Then when she saw him again he said, 
―You’re a pretty clever girl; you went to the Bureau to check on me.‖ He 
invited her to D.C. and she was apparently questioned in D.C. About that 
she did not go into detail. Continued to see Daniels later. 
 
Daniels took her to lunch at Quo Vastis, kept inviting her out, saw her 
privately, also in Connecticut. Subject can’t say they were intimate but 
Diane said Daniels was in love with her; she might even be pregnant. On 
one occasion she told Daniels she was going to Nurses Training and he 
said, ―That’s a good idea.‖ She said, ―You bastard, I can’t I’m pregnant.‖ 
(document continues) 

 



June Cobb knew HEMMING and referred to him in a letter:  

Since my last note to you about Stash's continuing deviations, I have 
learned that she went alone to Honduras -- that is, at least, she did not go 
with Harold, but rather she went as a courier, sent by Harold's brother 
Alejandro, from Havana to Telucigalpa, and, as a matter of fact, was 
passed along through rebel contacts to Harold quite as a surprise to him. 
Then she stayed about ten days, went back to Cuba, left most of her 
clothing and came here. Apparently she gave the boys all the money she 
managed to take with her. About $400 I understand, and she called 
somebody here to send her money to come down. At this point, in other 
words, she is quite incorporated with them. Harold, before arriving in 
Telucigalpa, had been in Mexico. Before she went down to Cuba she had 
been writing and receiving letters from him in Mexico. He didn't realize she 
was in Cuba, until he saw her in Telucigalpa, but apparently on her arrival 
in Cuba she had contacted the other boys, Chester Simpson, JERRY 
HEMING, and Harold [sic] brother Alejandro and they all decided for her to 
make the trip over to Honduras.  

On March 8, 1963, June Cobb was granted a restricted POA:  
 

A Provisional Operational Approval issued by CI Staff grants the same 
authority granted in Operational Approval unless otherwise specified by 
CI/OA. It is based, however, only on preliminary file checks and 
investigation and subject to further final review when all investigation is 
completed. This POA authorizes continued contact with Subject and 
elicitation of information of interest to Kubark. Assessments made of 
Subject indicate emotional vacillation and potential susceptibility to leftist 
indoctrination. She should, therefore, be handled with exceptional caution, 
and care should be exercised not to disclose to her modus operandi or 
information of a too sensitive nature. 

This was included in a document dated March 22, 1963, signed by J.C. King. On March 
13, 1963, (Deleted) generated this Memorandum for the Record: "She has been 
considered unreliable and is not a good security risk. Therefore we do not recommend 
her for operational use."  

October 24, 1963 
MEMORANDUM TO: CI (Deleted) 
SUBJECT: JUNE COBB 201-278841 
The Provisional Operational Approval on Subject expired 8 September 
(deleted)  
Bernard E. Reichhardt  
Acting Chief /Western Hemisphere/3. 



HEMMING told this researcher: "Cobb worked for the telephone company in Miami and 
married an oil man in Oklahoma. She hung out with all the exile military types." 

RORKE'S NOTES CONTINUE 

10. Rorke deals at length with "the 'fishy' selection of Manuel Artime as 
head of the Bay of Pigs invasion forces. Rorke also mentions former 
Marine Lt. Col. FIORINI, with whom Rorke had been planning sabotage 
activities against Castro. 

12. The Rorke papers discussed the activities of General Walker and the 
alleged role of the writer Norman Mailer in starting the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee. 

13. Rorke states that the International Media Company owns the Gibralter 
Trading Company. According to Rorke, the latter controls "the CIA 
operated Radio Swan." 

15. Gentzkow indicated he would be glad to photograph the Rorke 
papers...He feels that there is a strong possibility that the Rorke family, or 
Frank Nelson, might decided to publish the derogatory information in their 
possession. He is of the opinion that the publication may coincide with the 
affirmation of Rorke's death. At present, the family has no definite proof 
about the fate of Alexander Rorke. The cadet further stated that Billingsley 
had discussed the Rorke case with his "good friend," J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director of the FBI, and is ready to take up the disappearance of Rorke 
and his pilot with the "highest U.S. authorities." The Rorke-Billingsley 
families resent the absence of U.S. Government action in the 
disappearance of Rorke and Sullivan. They cannot understand that while 
the administration has collected over 50 million dollars to ransom the 
Cuban prisoners from Castro, "it did not do a thing for patriotic Americans 
like Rorke and Sullivan." 

16. We told Gentzkow that we would get in touch with him concerning his 
offer to photograph the Rorke papers. We feel, of course, it would be wise 
to close this case and decline the services offered by our cadet. Perhaps 
you'll agree the whole thing is rather nebulous and it would not be in the 
best interests of the Agency to get involved in the Rorke-Billingsley family 
affairs. In view of this we plan no further contact with Gentzkow. [Memo 
from Jay B.L. Reeves to Travis; Documents marked WH-1621 Rorke 
Security File NARA] 

Mayo Stuntz, Chief, Domestic Contacts Division, informed Sam Halpern about the 
Rorke papers: "Sam, we sat on this as it came in since we did not know how it would 
develop. We wondered why a West Point Cadet would risk his career on such a deal. 
We require no answer unless you want us to follow up on some of his story."  



Sam Halpern was involved with OPERATION MONGOOSE, the successor to the Bay of 
Pigs, which was headed by William K. Harvey. Sam Halpern was critical of a plan to 
assassinate Fidel Castro with an exploding sea shell. [Powers, Man Who Kept the 
Secrets, pgs. 172, 190] Halpern noted "Told Mayo Stuntz 11:20 February 13, 1964, via 
telcon that SAS wants no part of this and is out of it except to turn papers over to the 
OS. Also told him my strong belief that Agency should turn info over at least to Army 
Security and secondly to FBI, the latter regarding Rorke." Copies of the 00 interviews 
with Gentzkov were sent to DO/OS, SAS/Registry, Miss Weiler, Sam Halpern, 
EXO/SAS, and SAS/Security (Lodner). The Chief of SAS Security sent the 00 interviews 
to the Chief/SAS/Support, the Director of Security and Ethel Mendoza, the Chief, 
Security Research Service. Mendoza wrote this on the Routing and Routing Sheet:  

February 28, 1964, Robert Travis advised: 

1. 00/C passed to no other agency. 

2. 00/C doesn't believe any action should be taken which would jeopardize 
(deleted) choices. 

3. Has no knowledge regarding Billingsley contact with FBI. 

4. Recommended no action to Halpern verbally, most especially if SAS 
has no operational interest. 

Ethel Mendoza 

(P. S. Also mentioned that 00 received source report that Rorke repeatedly claimed to 
be a CIA agent.) 

On February 18, 1964, Desmond FitzGerald, Chief, Special Activities Staff, sent a 
memo to Ethel Mendoza regarding Gentzkow: "Special Activities Staff has never had 
any operational interest in Rorke. Note that the Rorke disappearance has been 
discussed with the FBI by his father-in-law, Sherman Billingsley, which indicates the 
Agency should pass the attached data to the FBI." [CIA FOIA D-00862] FitzGerald 
suggested, that in light of the fact that Gentzkow bypassed military channels, "it is 
suggested that the passage of the contents of the reports to the FBI and resolution of 
whether Gentzkow's contact with Agency should be reported to ACSI is a matter to be 
discussed between the Office of Security and the Domestic Contacts Division." E. 
Mendoza, of the CIA's Office of Security, sent this memo to the Deputy Chief, Security 
Research Staff:  

4. I called Robert Travis of the Washington Field Office (Support) of 
Contact Division to determine what other information was known to him in 
regard to instant matter. He advised that at the time he furnished copies of 
the 00/C (New York) memoranda and teletype to SAS, he had specifically 
recommended that no action whatsoever be taken in the matter unless 



SAS had some pressing operational reason for so doing: that no material 
be accepted from Gentzkow, and the Agency not become further involved 
in the matter. 

5. A review of the Office of Security files reflects that a good deal of what 
Gentzkow thought to be highly sensitive information has already appeared 
in public print; that Alexander Rorke made wild charges concerning CIA's 
lack of action against Fidel Castro, yet at the same time claimed that he 
himself was a CIA agent whose operations had been financed by the CIA.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

6. In all probability, Gentzkow's contact with CIA is primarily based on his 
belief that Alexander Rorke had been a CIA agent, as Rorke has 
repeatedly claimed. Since Mr. Travis of 00/C Support is of the opinion that 
Gentzkov's offer of assistance should be declined, and since SAS has 
stated they have never had any operational interest in Rorke (and 
apparently have no interest in Rorke's papers), I believe OS should concur 
in 00/C's recommendation. 

7. With regard to passage of Rorke's papers to the FBI, it might be 
suggested to Gentzkov that he turn over Rorke's possessions to Rorke's 
father for whatever disposition he may wish to make of it. 

William Knott wrote this on Mendoza's memo: "Concur in 6., but feel that passage of the 
info as recommended in paragraph 7 should be made only on the stipulation that Rorke 
Sr. advise the FBI of the existence of the papers." H.J. Osborne, DD/Security, 
concurred with Knott. Douglas Gentzkov was contacted in April 1994 by this researcher:  

There were probably two or three telephone communications with the CIA 
after that, and at least one face-to-face meeting. The records aren't really 
complete. After a period of some weeks, after I had drafted something and 
forwarded it to a Mr. Baylog, he actually came to me for the information. I 
gave him my notes. He told me to purchase photographic equipment to 
copy the documents. He would reimburse me. After I gave him the salient 
points, he asked me to stay in touch with him by phone. I did that. A short 
period of time after that, he said they really didn't have any interest in the 
information. I never had them in my possession, they were at the 
Billingsley's home. The papers talked about Kennedy's escapades, it 
mentioned in the papers that there were photographs of him involved in 
his various liaisons, I think with some underworld figures, not Exner. There 
was a whole array of information critical of Kennedy's handling of the Bay 
of Pigs. The ransom of the POWs. There was at least one ransom paid by 
the family for Rorke. 



The Rorke papers never surfaced. The only clue to their contents was Gentzkov's 
notes. The CIA was supposed to be an intelligence gathering organization, yet the 
Agency dismissed the contents of Rorke's notes without even looking at photographs of 
them. Why? The CIA felt it might have a "hot potato" on its hands. Sam Halpern wanted 
to turn Gentzkov over to Army Intelligence and the FBI. However, it was decided that no 
action would be taken and it would be recommended to Rorke's father that he turn over 
these notes to the FBI. There was no indication that the FBI ever received the notes. 

 
STURGIS ASSOCIATE MARITA LORENZ 

 
 

 

 Ilona Marita Lorenz, a member of the International Anti-Communist Brigade, 
reported that STURGIS was often the recipient of cash payments from 
HUNT: "When cash was needed, it came from a CIA man she knew only as 
'EDUARDO.' He would meet FRANK and Alex from time to time in a safe 

house in Miami. 'EDUARDO' was funding our thing. When we went to pick up the 
money I stayed in the car. I saw him when he opened the door of this little white house 
we used." Years later Marita saw a newspaper photo of HUNT and immediately 
recognized him as the elusive 'EDUARDO.' [Meskil N.Y. Daily News 4.20.75] Jerrold 
Brown of the Security Analysis Group noted: "In the first article Marie Lorenz alleges 
that E. HOWARD HUNT, known to her as 'EDUARDO' was the paymaster for STURGIS 
and Rorke. HUNT has publicly claimed not knowing STURGIS until at least the late 
1960's."  During his testimony to the Rockefeller Commission STURGIS hinted that he 
had received money from HUNT. Marita Lorenz told the truth about the HUNT, 
STURGIS relationship in the early 1960's. Unfortunately, Marita Lorenz was a 
congenital liar and her fantasies about having met "OZZIE" discredited what she 
witnessed as an associate of STURGIS. 



 
 
 

MARITA LORENZ 1939 TO 1959 

During HUNT v. WEBERMAN Marita Lorenz told this researcher her life story: "I was 
born August 18, 1939, in Bremen, West Germany. My mother, who was born in 
Delaware on October 15, 1905, was an American citizen named Alice June Lofland, 
who moved to Germany in July 1931 and met my father, Heinrich Frederich Lorenz 
[born April 8, 1898; July 15, 1966]. They were married several months later and 
divorced in February 1946. My father was a commodore of ocean liners. During the war, 
he was to participate with the liner, The First Bremen, in an invasion of England, which 
was called off at the last moment by Hitler. My father was a hero in Germany, a Fleet 
Commander, yet I have found papers among his effects that indicated he was working 
for the Allies, Admiral Canaris. 

"I lived in Badmunstein during the war, 20 minutes away from Frankfurt. After the war, 
my father worked for the Occupation Forces and my mother was a stringer for The 
Chicago Tribune and worked for military intelligence. I first came to this country in May 
1950 when my mother got a job with the CIA and moved to Washington. Her cover was 
with the Defense Department. In 1958 we moved to New York City, where my father 
brought in passenger liners from Germany." 

The father of Marita Lorenz, Heinrich Lorenz, was an Abwehr spy. He did not work for 
the Allies. On June 3, 1938, Heinrich Lorenz was arrested for conspiring to steal 
blueprints of the latest model United States Navy destroyer. His codefendant was a 
German born naturalized American citizen. On November 4, 1938, a public trial was 
held in New York City. A CIA document noted: "The [Marita Lorenz] file contains 
information that an individual of the same name was connected with German 
intelligence during WWII." Heinrich Lorenz was released from a British POW camp in 
October 1945. He had been "captured during World War II when his ship sank while 
acting as German Navy officer." Upon release, he was employed at the U.S. Army 
Exchange, Bremerhaven, Germany. Heinrich Lorenz was classified as an unskilled 
laborer. [NYT 6.4.38, 7.15.66, 1.18.59, 11.8.38, 6.5.38] 

ALICE JUNE LORENZ 

Marita Lorenz filed a CIA Freedom of Information Act request for herself and her 
mother. In the cover letter, the CIA stated it had found "a number of documents" on 
Marita Lorenz. The CIA's response said its files, and those of the OSS, contained 
numerous references to Alice June Lorenz. Marita Lorenz's CIA file contained a 
reference to her mother's employment by the OSS: "Previous employment - too 
numerous to mention, covers to 1945 in Germany, mostly U.S. Government related." 
Alice June Lorenz had been a spy. The document also stated that from October 1953 to 
at least April 1955, Alice June Lorenz worked at the Office of the Chief Engineers, 
Gravelly Point, Washington, D.C.  



 
 

VALERIE CLAIRE LORENZ 

The CIA reported:  

Office of Security traces in the name of Heinrich Lorenz revealed that he 
was the father of Valerie Claire Lorenz (SF #117 245). Information in the 
file, coupled with information in the attached articles, positively identifies 
the younger sister of Valerie Claire Lorenz, one Ilona Marita Lorenz, as 
being identical with the Marie Lorenz mentioned in these articles. Valerie 
Claire Lorenz, born on October 9, 1936 at Bremerhaven, Germany, was 
the Subject of a Covert Security Clearance request in March 1955 by the 
Monetary Branch / Finance Division. Valerie Claire Lorenz graduated from 
Roosevelt High School, Washington, D.C. in June 1954. As of March 1955 
she was employed as a secretary to F.P Harman, Jr. (SF# 67 493), vice-
president of the National Bank of Washington and as such, would have 
access to sensitive financial transactions being administered by the 
Monetary Branch through Harman. The covert security clearance was 
granted in July 1955 and canceled because of her resignation on August 
21, 1959. There is no subsequent activity in the file. 

Marita Lorenz' brother, Joachim D. Lorenz attended Catholic University in Washington, 
D.C. and planned to attend Georgetown University and enter the diplomatic corps. Her 
other brother, Manfred Lorenz, studied music in New York City. Marita Lorenz's 
maternal aunt, Lucy L. McConchie, was employed at the Pentagon. Her husband, 
Thomas McConchie, was a Major in the U.S. Army. 

MARITA LORENZ AND FIDEL CASTRO FEBRUARY 1959 
 

 



Marita Lorenz stated:  

I first met Fidel Castro during a cruise on one of my father's liners, it was 
February 28, 1959. I will never forget that date because I fell in love with 
Fidel at once. I was on board, in my father's stateroom, and Havana was 
the last stop on the cruise. We were in the harbor when Fidel and about 
40 barbudos got on board. He told my father he had stood on the balcony 
of the Havana Hilton and he saw a liner in the bay. He had never been 
aboard a passenger liner, so he took a launch and he came aboard to 
visit. Fidel had dinner with us and he asked for my phone number in New 
York. I gave it to him and three days later, when I came home from school, 
I got a call from Fidel Castro, Prime Minister of Cuba! He wanted me to 
come to Cuba. He sent a Cubana Airliner to pick me up and I lived with 
him in the Havana Hilton for eight months. He treated me well. It was very 
interesting. He made me a member of the 26th of July Movement. 

Marita Lorenz claimed Fidel Castro sent an airliner to New York City to fly her back to 
Havana. On January 23, 1960, she told the FBI that, after she met Fidel on February 
28, 1959, "she remained with Castro after her father departed from Havana and for the 
most part, has remained in Havana since February 28, 1959, with the exception of a few 
short visits to her mother." 

PREGNANT WITH CASTRO'S CHILD APRIL 1959 

I realized I had become pregnant in April 1959 when I accompanied Fidel 
during his visit to the United States. When I returned to Cuba I met 
FRANK STURGIS. Fidel and I, and his aides, went to the Havana Riviera 
Hotel to close it down. FRANK was in a 26th of July Movement uniform, as 
was I. Fidel had ordered the waiters to turn over the tables and throw 
down the slot machines because he opposed gambling. FRANK edged 
over to me and said, 'I know about you. I have to talk with you. Tell your 
man Fidel he is making a mistake ripping up this joint. Try to tell Fidel that 
his country needs tourism.' But Fidel didn't like vice, and he wanted 
gambling out of Cuba. FRANK went on, 'I work for the Government, the 
United States Embassy here in Havana. I will get back to you. You must 
help your country.' It was difficult to arrange a meeting with STURGIS 
because Fidel had me under 24-hour guard. I went to the restaurant of the 
Havana Hilton and FRANK slid into an empty seat next to me and said, 
'You are going to work for me. I work for the CIA.' He wrote on the place 
mat, 'Take papers from Fidel's files.' I moved a seat away and my guards 
started to talk to him and said, 'Compañero, if Fidel saw you, he would be 
very jealous.' Even though I was pregnant with his child I began to steal 
papers from Fidel for FRANK and I told FRANK all I knew of Fidel's travel 
plans. 



Twenty-year-old Marita Lorenz occupied a suite in the Havana Hilton where she 
became Fidel Castro's mistress. Castro had a weakness for women. He might have 
gotten her pregnant. Marita Lorenz knew STURGIS. She might have spied on Fidel for 
him, however, no evidence has surfaced that she removed the files of Fidel Castro and 
turned them over to STURGIS, who, in turn, allegedly gave them to the CIA. 

MARITA LORENZ'S ABORTION SEPTEMBER 1959 

FRANK was secretly in charge of an anti-Castro military camp, Camp 
Columbia, along with Pedro Diaz Lanz. FRANK gave me a miniature 
camera to photograph documents with. Then the attempts on Fidel's life 
started. When I ate with Fidel, we had room service, Fidel would call in 
two guards, one would test the food before Fidel would eat it. Fidel once 
had me put under protective custody because he heard of an attempt on 
his life, a shooting, an ambush...Several months later, on September 19, 
1959, I was forcibly aborted and left to die in the Havana Hilton Hotel. I 
don't remember much of that, except the pain, which you never forget. I 
was flown to New York City and treated there. 

 On September 19, 1959, Marita Lorenz had an abortion in Cuba: 
"Miss Lorenz stated that she is not too clear on the details of this 
matter, but she is positive she had done nothing to cause the 
miscarriage, but she has been told rumors that she had been 
drugged, taken to a hospital and an abortion was performed. Miss 
Lorenz could not positively say whether this was true or untrue, for 
this reason, plus the fact that she had adopted a child in Havana 
after her miscarriage." Whether she had a miscarriage or an 
abortion was unclear to Marita Lorenz. In retrospect, if Marita had 
given birth to Fidel's child, it would have proven to be a great 
embarrassment for Fidel. Her miscarriage was probably induced. 

There was no evidence that Marita adopted a child after her miscarriage except for her 
self-serving statement. 

"ANDRE CASTRO" 

In 1992 Marita Lorenz claimed that she had not had an abortion on miscarriage but had 
given birth to Fidel Castro's son, Andre Castro. Marita Lorenz forged an FBI document 
to support her story:  

During October 1959, Lorenz bore Fidel a child who was named Andre. 
Lorenz was provided with a drug to induce labor and woke up in the 
delivery room to discover her child had 'died.' Camilio Ceinfuegos told 
Lorenz that Fidel Castro was occupied with business in another province 
and could not see her...During December 1959, Castro sent Jesus Llanes 
to New York to speak with Lorenz. Lorenz was asked to sign a document 
stating that Fidel had not murdered their child, and that she, Marita 



Lorenz, would cease exploiting their relationship for propaganda 
purposes. Lorenz was offered money which she refused. Llanes showed 
Lorenz a photograph of her child, Andre. The baby was in good health. 
Llanes explained Andre had been kept from his mother for security 
reasons. Llanes explained that the baby should remain in Cuba and 
Andre's very existence a secret. All of the above was necessary for the 
baby's safety.  

The NY FBI Office stated: "The document in question contains no identifying or file 
marks so that it is impossible to ascertain the validity of the report as an FBI document. 
This response should not be considered an indication whether or not records 
responsive to your request exist in FBI files." [ltr. James J. Roth to AJW 1.8.93] Marita 
Lorenz returned to the United States in October 1959.  

MARITA LORENZ DECEMBER 1959 
THE POISON PILLS 

Marita Lorenz told the FBI: "Her health improved and she made a trip to Havana in 
December 1959, but returned to New York a few days thereafter." [FBI 105-83564-6] 
Marita Lorenz stated:  

FRANK introduced me to Alex Rorke, a wealthy adventurer who worked 
for the CIA and FBI. Two months later, Alex took me to FBI headquarters 
in New York City. Alex said, 'You could knock off Castro. It would save 
everybody a lot of trouble. Why don't you kill him? It would be easy to put 
poison in his food. It would change history.' I agreed, and flew to Miami 
with Rorke, where FRANK gave me two capsules full of poison powder 
which I was to sprinkle in Castro's coffee. I flew to Havana, put on my 26th 
of July Movement uniform and went to see Fidel. 

"He asked me why I had left him. He ordered food and coffee sent up. When it came, he 
fell asleep on the bed. I couldn't poison him. I told FRANK that the capsules had melted 
in the cold cream where I had hidden them. I made love with Fidel instead of killing 
him." Marita Lorenz told Paul Meskil the she flew to Havana:  

The lobby was full of reporters and other people waiting to see Castro, but 
he wasn't there. One of his aides recognized me and took me up to Fidel's 
suite. She waited nervously in Castro's private room until he came in a few 
hours later. As soon as he smiled and hugged her she knew he didn't 
suspect she had visited the suite a few months previously and stolen his 
secrets. And he certainly didn't suspect that she had come back to kill 
him...Finally he ordered food and coffee sent up. When it came, he fell 
asleep on the bed, in his fatigues with a cigar in his mouth. I had no 
confidence left, but I knew this was the chance to do it. I went into the 
bathroom and opened the jar or cold cream. I stuck my finger in it and the 
whole thing came out like yuck. I couldn't find the capsules, they had 



melted. It was like an omen. I couldn't just dump a glob of cold cream in 
his coffee, so I shut the jar and went back to the bedroom and I watched 
him sleeping. Finally I lay down on the bed beside him, I thought, 'To hell 
with it, let history take its course.' FRANK and Alex met me when I flew to 
Miami the next morning. They asked me what happened and I said the 
capsules melted. FRANK was very upset, he said 'Stupid, stupid why did 
you put them in the cold cream. 

During the course of HUNT V. WEBERMAN Marita Lorenz was deposed. 

Q. Did there come a time when you went back to Cuba at the request of 
the company, or the CIA? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was your mission that time? 

A. To kill Fidel. 

Q. Who sent you? 

A. FRANK. I was given two capsules, and I was talked to for a couple of 
weeks in a safe house. The capsules I was told were botulism toxin, 
something like that. I agreed because of loyalty I guess, and I was the only 
one that could do it. In other words, they butter you up pretty good, that 
you are the only one. But when I was on the plane going in and I saw the 
outline of the shores, I knew I couldn't do it and I got frightened, and I put 
them in the cold cream. Fidel had G-2 men at the airport. And my suitcase 
sat outside while everybody was being screened to go in. And I stuck 
them before in the bathroom in a jar of Pond's cold cream, and the 
suitcase being out in the sun I guess melted them, dissolved them. I mean 
I couldn't pick them out anymore. I opened the suitcase again when I got 
to the Hilton and Fidel was there, and I flushed them down the bidet. 

Q. Did you do anything else on that mission? 

A. I worried. 

FBI CABLE TRAFFIC DECEMBER 1959 
 

URGENT December 22, 1959 
TO: Director 
FROM: SAC NEW YORK 

FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS, CUBA.  



RENYLET December 9, 1959, and Butel December 15, 1959. RENYLET 
set forth information regarding interview of Marita Lorenz, 344 W. 87th 
Street, NYC, and her relations with Fidel Castro, Captain Jesus Yanez 
Pelletier, military aide to Castro, and other Cuban officials. (Deleted) 
Bureau will be advised of any further developments, Miami advised by 
mail. [FBI 105-83564-1] 

Jerrold Brown commented: "Relative to Lorenz's claim in the attached article that she 
and Alex Rorke (in conjunction with the assassination attempt against Castro) visited 
FBI offices in New York and had a "conference with the two agents who had questioned 
her previously and a CIA official" it is interesting to note that Lorenz was interviewed by 
S.A. O'Brien on December 22, 1959. The file of Alexander I. Rorke, Jr. reflects that he 
was interviewed on December 30, 1959 by SA Francis J. O'Brien, FBI, New York." 

MARITA LORENZ JANUARY 1960 
 

To: SAC New York January 4, 1960 
From: Director, FBI (109-12-210) 
FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
IS - CUBA 
(Deleted) 
1 - Deleted 
1 - 105-new (Marita Lorenz) 
FEJ:bom  

Note: Lorenz, who currently resides in New York City advised N.Y. Office 
during recent interview that she is personal acquaintance of Castro and 
other Cuban leaders. At the time, she furnished general information 
concerning the Cuban situation and Cuban Government personalities. 
New York disclosed plans for further interview.  

Bufiles disclose that Pelletier, military aide to Castro, last entered the U.S. 
in diplomatic status July 16, 1959. We have no recent information 
indicating that Pelletier planned to come to this country. New York 
disclosed that Pelletier contacted Lorenz December 22, 1959 and 
expressed interest in having her return to Cuba. Lorenz’s mother 
concerned as she believes Pelletier may take Lorenz to Havana with him 
against her wishes. New York teletype indicated that Lorenz was absent 
from her hom after Peletier reportedly invited her out for a couple of hours. 
PD, New York, notified of her absence and it later determined she told 
police she had been Christmas shopping. In view pf Pelletier’s position it is 
believed we should attempt to ascertain his activities in this country. New 
York aware of Pelletier’s background. [FBI 105-83564- NR 1.4.60] 

 
SAC, New York January 22, 1960. 
Director, FBI 



MARGORIE FAITH RAFFELSON 
Foreign Miscellaneous - CUBA 
Reurlet January 8, 1960, captioned 'Foreign Political Matters - Cuba.' 

For your information, the data contained in referenced communication 
may be of interest to other government agencies. You should therefore 
furnish Bureau all information obtained from the Subject and from Marita 
Lorenz concerning Fidel Castro under his caption in form suitable for 
dissemination. Information obtained concerning the activities of Pelletier 
should also be submitted under his caption in form suitable for 
dissemination.  

With regard to Eddie Jaffe and Charles Wilson you should open separate 
cases of these individuals and conduct independent investigation to 
determine thie connection with Cuban affairs. In view of the unsettled 
conditions in Cuba, you should give the matter expeditious attention. 

NOTE: Raffelson who claims to be a girl friend of Jesus Yanez Pelletier, 
personal aid to Fidel Castro, furnished NY information concerning her 
association with Jaffe and Wilson and here activities in Cuba during the 
Summer of 1959. She also disclosed that Marita Lorenz, former girl friend 
of Fidel Castro, is now living in New York City. She indicated Lorenz 
recently threatened to expose Castro and Pelletier to US newsmen if they 
do not give her money for an operation. According to Raffelson, Lorenz 
became pregnant as a result of association with Fidel Castro. She later 
suffered an abortion which was induced by a pill given to her by Pelletier. 
She indicated she is now in need of an operation as a result of the 
abortion. 

64-NEW 

1- 105-83564 (Marita Lorenz) 

NOTE: (Deleted) Marita Lorenz, former girlfriend of Fidel Castro, is now 
living in New York City. 

On January 19, 1960, Lorenz entered Roosevelt Hospital in Manhattan for an internal 
operation to correct the damage to her uterus. She was released on January 22, 1960. 
On January 23, 1960, the FBI interviewed Marita Lorenz in the presence of her mother. 
The information she supplied was autobiographical and not of a significant nature. 

HAD THE FBI ENCOURAGED LORENZ?  

Documents indicated that Marita Lorenz and ex-FBI clerk Alexander Rorke first met with 
FBI S.A. Francis J. O'Brien as early as November 20, 1959, or December 9, 1959, 
before Lorenz went to Cuba. These early interviews of Rorke and Lorenz have yet to be 



released. Had the FBI given Marita Lorenz the impression that her actions were 
sanctioned by the U.S. Government? After reviewing Marita Lorenz's file, the FBI 
concluded: "No indication whatsoever in any of the numerous references reviewed 
indicated that Lorenz had ever been asked, in any manner whatsoever, to perform a 
task on behalf of the FBI, either in the United States or in Cuba. It is the opinion of the 
NY FBI Office that Lorenz had in fact accompanied FIORINI and Rorke, who were well 
known to her, to Miami believing their actions were sanctioned by the U.S. Government 
and in fact, at their behest, embarked on a plot to assassinate Castro." Information on 
Rorke and FIORINI which appeared after this statement was deleted. [FBI 62-109060-
7572X NR 4.7.77] An FBI report revealed that "In 1960, Rorke, while gathering data 
concerning an illicit affair, impersonated a Bureau agent and was strongly admonished." 

The CIA 1977 CIA Task Force Report stated: "In reference to the Lorenz-STURGIS 
poison pill plot, the Task Force Report noted the similarity of this plot to the details in an 
October 18, 1960, FBI memorandum, describing a plot to kill Castro." In the October 18, 
1960, memorandum Giancana spoke of a girl who was going to drop a pill in some food 
or drink of Castro. The HSCA concluded: "The identity of this 'girl' referred to by 
Giancana has not been conclusively ascertained although it was public knowledge that 
Marita Lorenz was given poison capsules and that she did return to Cuba." [HSCA V5 
pp. 157, 177] The CIA concluded this October 1960 date was "too early for the 
CIA/syndicate operations and therefore the syndicate may have been acting 
independently." [Jerry G. Brown DC/CIA SAG] The CIA stated: "If, in fact, Giancana's 
statements do refer to the LORENZ/STURGIS matter, it can be logically concluded that 
STURGIS was acting at the behest of Giancana [and not the CIA]." 

Who was behind the poison pill plot? The attempt was sponsored by STURGIS and he 
bragged about it to his friends in the mob. Why did the plot fail? Marita Lorenz lied to 
everyone, even her "case officer" FRANK. She had no intention of killing Fidel Castro 
and probably removed the poison capsules from her cold cream before she entered 
Cuba, rather than risk detection and imprisonment. FRANK had a weakness for 
prostitutes. He believed Marita Lorenz was sincere, however, she doubled-crossed him 
as she did everyone else. In her HUNT v. SPOTLIGHT testimony Marita Lorenz said 
that HUNT was part of the poison pill scheme. 

MARITA LORENZ JANUARY 1960 

On January 23, 1960, the day after her release from Roosevelt Hospital, Marita Lorenz 
called the FBI. She said that Jesus Yanes Pelletier had taken her to a hospital in 
Havana where the abortion was performed and that she had received a call from him 
that morning during which he said that "he was hiding in Havana and was going to 
defect from the Castro Government." She told the FBI that, since her return to New York 
City, she had received several telephone calls from Jesus Yanes Pelletier and Castro, 
who requested that she return to Havana. Marita Lorenz went to the New York FBI 
office and furnished information on the activities of the 26th of July Movement in New 
York City. (Marita Lorenz had been a member since August 1959.) She described the 
movements of Jesus Yanes Pelletier when he visited New York City in December 1959 



to the FBI. She told the FBI that Jesus Yanes Pelletier had offered her $1,000 for her 
medical expenses, since he was the one who was responsible for her pregnancy. [FBI 
105-83564-3] On February 17, 1960 J. Edgar Hoover expressed an interest in Castro's 
former mistress. [FBI 105-83564-2] 

MARITA LORENZ FEBRUARY 1960 

Jerrold Brown reported:  

Variations of all the names of Ilona Marita Lorenz and her family have 
been checked against the Office of Security indices with no additional 
results with the exception to a reference to the file captioned 'Cuban 
Intelligence Activities' (SF #350 643). An FBI New York Office file dated 
February 10, 1960 captioned 'Cuban Intelligence Activities in the United 
States' reflects, in substance, that Lorenz on December 22, 1959 advised 
S.A. O'Brien, FBI, that Jesus Yanes Pelletier, Cuban Revolutionary Army 
and Military Aide to the Cuban Prime Minister (Castro), had arrived in New 
York City on December 18, 1959. Lorenz reported that she went out with 
him on the night of December 19, 1959, to the La Baracca Restaurant. 
She believed Pelletier was in New York collecting intelligence information 
for the Castro Government." [Memo for Chief, SAG 6.1876] 

STURGIS stated that Pelletier helped SANTOS TRAFFICANTE Jr. obtain his release 
from prison in Cuba: "He was a Captain. Marita knows this party. He was a mulatto and 
I'm trying to remember his name. Captain Yanes Pelletier, I think it was, and he above 
all was very close to Fidel and I think, from information I got, that Yanes Pelletier was 
very involved an instrumental in getting SANTOS released.‖ In February 1960 the FBI 
sent information on Marita Lorenz to the CIA. That month Marita Lorenz told the FBI that 
she had been threatened by a Castro agent: "Subsequent to this, efforts were made by 
Cuban diplomatic personnel in the United States to force her to return to Cuba via 
Mexico. She was physically mistreated by one such representative in February 1960, 
which she said was prominently reported in the press of the United States." [FBI 105-
83564-6] The threats allegedly came from Pedro Perez Font, a Castro henchman, who 
made the statement that Lorenz's family would be taken care of after Lorenz refused to 
sign a statement that an associate of Castro's, and not Castro, was responsible for her 
pregnancy. Font left for Cuba after making these statements. Immediately thereafter 
Marita Lorenz departed New York and journeyed to Bremerhaven to reside with her 
father. 

MARITA LORENZ MARCH 1960 

In March 1960 Marita Lorenz gave the FBI information of the July 26th Club of New 
York City along with information on June Cobb. On April 1960 Alice June Lorenz sent 
an angry letter to Castro:  



Sir: With reference to the seduction of my daughter, Marita, a minor and 
United States citizen, whom you lured to Havana under false pretenses, 
early in 1959, without her parents knowledge or consent, and ravished in 
the Hilton Hotel, Havana, Cuba. Said act committed by you was later 
compounded by a forced and careless criminal abortion upon my 
daughter, performed by a Dr. Ferrer, in his office at 27 Vedada, Havana, 
Cuba, on September 18, 1959 when my daughter was over five month 
pregnant with your child; said abortion being accomplished under the 
direct supervision of your aide, Captain Jesus Yanez Pelletier, who 
transported by daughter in a drugged condition, in a Cuban Government 
car to the abortionist's office, where this illegal operation was performed 
without my daughter's knowledge or consent. 

Copies were sent to various media outlets and political and religious leaders. The letter 
received no publicity except for a May 1960 article in Confidential Magazine entitled 
"Castro Raped My Teenage Daughter." 

MARITA LORENZ / INTERNATIONAL ANTI-COMMUNIST BRIGADE 

When I returned to the United States, I joined the International Anti-
Communist Brigade and OPERATION 40. I was an associate member of 
the Cuban Revolutionary Council. I was assigned to OPERATION 40 by 
FRANK, my troop commander. In 1960 I took a blood oath to join 
FRANK'S secret assassination group. I was trained in the Everglades. I 
was the only female member. Diaz Lanz was a member of OPERATION 
40 as was Orlando Bosch, GERRY HEMMING and Alex Rorke. There was 
a man named "EDUARDO." He wasn't always with us, but he would visit 
us in our safehouse. "EDUARDO" was the man we depended on for 
money to keep going, for supplies. "EDUARDO" we went to once a month, 
and he handed FRANK an envelope. I first met "EDUARDO" at a 
safehouse in Miami on Brickell Avenue. He was alone, wearing a white 
suit. I was told, 'He's the Company's man.' After Watergate, I realized 
"EDUARDO" was really E. HOWARD HUNT. I saw HUNT and STURGIS 
together back then at least 30 times. I saw HUNT with GERRY HEMMING 
and with Diaz Lanz. Lanz was in the car with us when he picked up money 
and they knew each other. I saw HUNT with Orlando Bosch in Orlando's 
house. 

MEMORANDUM 
DIRECTOR: FBI 
SAC, MIAMI (105-1747) 
SUBJECT: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS- CUBA 
                   INTERNAL SECURITY CUBA 
 



Re New York letter 12/9/59 and NY teletypes 1/23/60 and 12/22/59 
concerning ILONA MARITA LORENZ who claimed to be close to FIDEL 
CASTRO RUZ, became pregnant and subsequently had a miscarriage. 
 
Edwin C. Karden, Miami Beach, Florida, is known to the Miami Office, as 
having been involved periodically in counter-revolutionary activities. 
Karden obtained a card from the Dade County, Florida Department of 
Public Safety naming him as an Honorary Deputy Shefiff, has engaged in 
investigations and is considered a nuisance to the Miami Office and the 
Sheriff’s Department. 
 
Karden claims to investigate Communist activites, as the Miami Office for 
information, provides non-specific information, drinks excessively, is 
considered unreliable, and is treated with great circumspect by the Miami 
Office. 
 
On December 22, 1960 Karden called the Miami Office and stated that 
Marita Lorenz had arrived in Miami, was sent to Miami by  the New York 
Office of the FBI, was under protective custody of the FBI, and is 
associated with Frank Nelson and Alex Rorke, both known to the Bureau 
and New York Office. Karden asked the Miami Office what he should do 
with the girl and what steps the FBI at Miami would take to protect her 
aganst possible physical hard by Castro sympathizers. Karden was 
directly advised in no uncertain terms that Lorenz was not in the protective 
custody of the FBI, and was not sent to Miami by the New York Office. On 
December 24, 1960 Marisol Alba Vazquez who is well known to the 
Bureau and who is presently involved in a CLIP operation explained that 
she lives across the street from Karden, who called her that day, wanted 
her to talk to Lorenz, and wanted Alba to to provide for Lorenz’s support 
and care. Alba refused to have anything to do with the situation. Alba 
explained to the Miami Office that Karden is known to her as a narcotics 
users, a drunkard, is unreliable and that Alba’s attorney, Ben Cohen, a 
well known Miami Beach criminal lawyer, advised her to have nothing to 
do with Karden. 
 
On January 9, 1961 MM (deleted)-S advised that on January 8, 1961 
Frank Fiorini, Alex Rorke and Lorenz were to meet that evening and 
attended a unity meeting together. This meeting was sponsored by Luis 
Conte Aguerro. 
 
MM (deleted) advised that it appeared that RORKE and LORENZ were 
going to join the anti-CASTRO movement of FIORINI, a de-naturalized 
American citizen who lost his Utited States citizenship for serving in the 
Cuban Revolutionary Army of CASTRO. MM (deleted) stated LORENZ 
was reportedly in the protective custody of the FBI. Mrs. NIEMOELLER of 
the Catholic Welfare Bureau telephonically contacted the Miami Office on 



January 9, 1961, and stated that she was calling to report an incident that 
occurred on this date. Mrs. NIEMOELLER advised that last week, JOSE 
IGNACIO ACOSTA, Editor of the Spanish newspaper, "Cuba Libre", came 
to the Welfare Bureau and was accompanied by a young girl named 
ILONA MARTITA LORENZ. Since the regular social worker was unable to 
handle the situation, this couple was told to return on this date and talk 
with Mts. NIEMOELLER. NIEMOELLER stated that ACOSTA introduced 
LORENZ to her and gave her copies of his newspaper, in which appeared 
a story concerning LORENZ. NIEMOELLER stated that in substance the 
story was as follows: 
 
LORENZ is the daughter of an American woman, ALICE LORENZ, who 
resides at New York City, and a German father. LORENZ father is a ship's 
captain, and was the captain of the German ship, The Bremmen. This ship 
came to Havana, Cuba, and FIDEL CASTRO came aboard the ship, and 
was 'taken' by LORENZ. The ship proceeded to New York City, and 
CASTRO sent for LORENZ and set her up in the Havana Hilton, where he 
was free to come and go. After this had gone on for awhile, LORENZ 
became pregnant, and when she was about five and one-half months 
pregnant, an abortion was performed. Accordingly, CASTRO paid all of 
the bills, and LORENZ went to New York City, where she was admitted to 
the Roosevelt Hospital due to the results of the abortion. LORENZ also 
went to Germany where she spent some time in a hospital. When 
LORENZ returned to New York City, her life was threatened, and the FBI 
afforded her protection 
 
Mts. NIEMOELLER stated that ACOSTA met LORENZ in New York, 
where he had gone to get a story, that she came down here because she 
wants to fight Communism in Cuba, and here she feels safe. ACOSTA 
stated that LORENZ could work, has a high school education, and also 
attended Hunter College in New York. ACOSTA indicated that the Welfare 
Bureau should provide an apartment and food for LORENZ until she went 
to work. NIEMOELLER indicated that LORENZ told her that she is living 
with Mr. and Mrs. ERWIN KARDEN, Miami Beach, Florida. and 
NIEMOELLER told ACOSTA and LORENZ that LORENZ should remain 
there until Father WALSH, who runs the Welfare bureau, returns from 
Washington, D. C. and a decision is made. NIEMOELLER stated that after 
leaving her, ACOSTA and LORENZ went to the Protestant Welfare 
Bureau with the same story, and due to this fact she felt she should call 
this office and advise what has been happening. 
 
Mrs. NIEMOELLER stated LORENZ was in possession of a newspaper 
clipping from the "Cube Libre" newspaper of JOSE ACOSTA, stating that 
she was under the protective custody of the FBI. On January 10, 1961, 
LORENZ was interviewed by SAS ROBERT JAMES DWYER and DAVID 
C. SPINGLER, at which time she was admonished for stating she was 



under the protective custody of the FBI, and was told to cease and desist 
from any future statements. LORENZ said she met KARDEN in New York 
City through JOSE ACOSTA, KARDEN claims to have lost investments in 
Cuba and hates FIDEL CASTRO, and that she travelled to Miami of her 
own volition. 

She said she met Alex Rorke, free lance photographer, in Miami several 
days ago, and through him met FRANK FIORINI, whom she had 
previously met in a hotel in Havana when FIORINI was wearing the 
uniform of a Captain in the Cuban Revolutionary Army. Rorke had left for 
Guatemala on January 9, 1961, to write a story about the invasion force 
that would invade Cuba. During the time Rorke was in Miami, he stayed at 
the residence of FRANK FIORINI. Lorenz said that FIORINI is friendly and 
working with Orlando Bosch and Victor Paneque of MIRR. Lorenz stated 
that FIORINI is in contact with Chris Mendoza, wealthy Cuban exile, and 
invited Lorenz to go on an expedition with him to Cuba because of her 
propaganda value. Lorenz stated she declined FIORINI'S office, wants to 
obtain employment in Miami, but may return to her mother's residence in 
New York City. 

LORENZ said that FIORINI is friendly and working with Dr. ORLANDO 
BOSCH and VICTOR PANEQUE of the Movimiento_Insurrecional de 
Recuperacion Revolucionario de Cuba (K/RR). It is noted the MIRR is 
being taken into the CLIP operation LORENZ stated that FIORINI is in 
contact with CHIRI MENDOZA, wealthly Cuban exile, and invited 
LORENZ to go on an expedition with him to Cuba because of her 
propaganda value. LORENZ stated she declined FIORINI's offer, wants to 
obtain employment in Miami, but may return to her mother's residence in 
New York City.  
 
On January 10, 1961 ROBERT HOPKINS, CIA, Miami, was advised of 
RORKE’s departure for Guatemala to write a news story concerning CLIP 
operations. HOPKINS was very concerned and stated he would take 
immediate steps to preclude such a thing from happening. Miami has main 
cases opened on BOSCH, PANEQUE, the MIRR, FIORINI, and has 
informant coverage on these different individuals and organization. If 
Lorenz becomes actively engaged in Cuban revolutionary activities in 
Miami the Bureau will be kept advised." [FBI 105-83564 NR 168 2.1.61] 

The CIA reported that an FBI document dated April 24, 1961, stated that 
on "January 8, 1961, Lorenz, STURGIS, Alex Rorke (deleted) were to 
meet that evening and attempt a unity meeting of anti-Castro Cubans. The 
unity meeting was sponsored by Luis Conte Aguero, one of the leading 
anti-Castro Cubans. I have uncovered nothing to date concerning an 
assassination attempt." [Chris Hopkins LA/COG/CIOS 6.14.76]  



On January 10, 1961, the FBI interviewed Marita Lorenz. The FBI told her to stop 
saying that she was under its protective custody because of alleged threats from Fidel 
Castro. Marita Lorenz told the FBI that "Marita Lorenz was never a member of the 
International Anti-Communist Brigade. No females were allowed in the group. Her story 
about being part of OPERATION 40 was also a lie. She was informing on STURGIS.‖ 

MARITA LORENZ AND OSWALD 

After the Bay of Pigs invasion, April 1961, I noticed a change in FRANK. 
Instead of talking about getting rid of Fidel he began to talk about getting 
rid of John Kennedy. He said 'Kennedy has to be hit, there's no two ways 
about it.' In the summer of 1962, on one of our many trips up and down 
the coast, running guns, we hit a camp near a lake, in New Orleans. Alex 
Rorke was there. So was GERRY HEMMING. So was OSWALD."  

HEMMING told this researcher:  

That would have been the strangest goddamn thing in the world. That's 
crazy shit. Rorke did not surface till the end of 1962. 

MARITA LORENZ AND MACROS JIMENEZ PEREZ 

Marita Lorenz lived in Miami in 1961. In June 1961 she was introduced to the deposed 
President of Venezuela, Macros Jimenez Perez. CARLOS MARCELLO visited 
Venezuela frequently while Marcos Jimenez Perez was in power. Marcos Jimenez 
Perez had ties to an associate of Meyer Lansky. The man who introduced Marita Lorenz 
to Marcos Jimenez Perez, Ruben Pratts, subsequently demanded a commission on the 
money that Marcos Jimenez Perez had given Marita Lorenz in return for her sexual 
favors. Marita Lorenz went to the FBI and told the Bureau to investigate the man for 
having violated the White Slave Act. She said that after Pratts introduced him to Perez, 
she advised him that "she was out of work and in poor financial condition. Perez offered 
to help her get a job. He also gave Lorenz his telephone number and asked her to call 
him. Lorenz thereupon left the apartment without any additional pertinent activities being 
conducted. Lorenz called Perez ten days later, visited him, and became sexually 
intimate." 

On March 9, 1962 Marita Lorenz gave birth to Monica Mercedes Perez. In the Summer 
of 1962 Marita Lorenz was in Miami, taking care of her newborn infant, and was not 
traveling around with STURGIS. In August 1963 Perez was extradited to Venezuela. He 
had been accused of embezzling $13.5 million. Marita Lorenz served him with a 
paternity suit before his extradition. [Time 8.23.63] 

MARITA AND OZZIE 

Later that year, in October 1962, a man named OZZIE came to visit our 
training camp in the Everglades. Alex Rorke took a photograph of me, 



OZZIE, GERRY PATRICK HEMMING, FRANK STURGIS and Diaz Lanz. 
After the Kennedy assassination I realized OZZIE was OSWALD. I was 
with OSWALD three or four times before November 22, 1963. I questioned 
FRANK about OSWALD'S connection. He said, 'Don't worry, he's okay, 
we are going to use him.' FRANK told me, 'He's one of us. He's a sharp 
guy.' I took this to mean that OSWALD also worked for the Company. He 
was part of OPERATION 40, the assassination section. I thought he was 
going to be used in a plan to kill Castro. 

Marita Lorenz did not meet OSWALD. The Dealey Plaza crew was professional. 
HEMMING told this researcher: "Why expose a fucking whore to something like this? 
It's total bullshit." Marita Lorenz's "photograph story" was another lie. She claimed that 
she turned the picture over to FBI S.A. Al Chestone. FBI Special Agent Al Chestone, 
contacted in May 1978, stated:  

I am going to come on strong because I'm tired of this, you have been in 
touch with her? Have you spoken to Paul Meskill about what he thinks 
about her now? Paul has come to realize she knows not of what she 
speaks. I was in touch with her husband in connection with my own work 
for the Justice Department and she is a lovely lady, she wants to be a 
police woman more than anything else, she would do anything for her 
country. There are a lot of things she says that she sensationalizes, takes 
things out of context. She is imagining that she gave me a picture. I never 
got a picture from that lady. I don't know what she is talking about. Never, 
never did she give me a picture. In all the years I dealt with her and her 
husband she never discussed the assassination or this OSWALD trip. The 
photograph that she's talking about never once did she bring this up until 
after I - last year -what the hell is she talking about? There were times 
when she said she was part and parcel of the other agency, the CIA...I 
said I don't want to know anything more about it...I can honestly say I don't 
know what she is talking about...she did not give me a picture...If she had 
given me a picture of OSWALD do you think I would have sat on it? It 
would have been my responsibility to follow it up. I would have taken 
action on it. I would have written a report on the darned thing. But this is 
concocted...She once told me 'Uncle Al, come to think of it I didn't give you 
the picture. That's true too.' I said, Hey, com'on Marita, you're damn right 
you didn't give you the picture. 

Why didn't Marita Lorenz copy the photograph before she gave it to the FBI? During 
Lorenz's testimony to the HSCA she said that the photograph was taken in 1960. She 
later amended this response and said it was taken between August 18, 1963 and 
September 20, 1963. 

 



 

Marita Lorenz claimed that on Saturday, November 16, 1963, OSWALD was in Miami 
with STURGIS, HEMMING, Pedro Diaz Lanz, Orlando Bosch and others. According to 
Marita Lorenz, OSWALD was present at a meeting where the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy was discussed. She also claimed that she was a member of 
the team who drove from Miami to Dallas, shortly before the assassination. On 
November 29, 1963, a business man from Cincinnati, Ohio, reported to the FBI that 
during a visit to Miami a taxi driver told him "he could positively identify OSWALD as 
being in Miami when President Kennedy was last in that city for a visit on Monday, 
November 18, 1963. OSWALD was with two other male individuals." S.A. James 
O'Conner questioned two taxi drivers about the report. Both said they had seen 
OSWALD, although they furnished the FBI with inaccurate descriptions. [FBI 62-
109060-1201; Cinn. FBI Office 62-2758; FBI 62-19060-386, 1408] 

THE CAR TRIP 

Marita Lorenz:  

On the weekend before the Kennedy assassination I saw OSWALD with 
Orlando Bosch at Bosch's home. Pedro Diaz Lanz and FRANK STURGIS 
were there, as were the Novo brothers, who were from New Jersey. They 
were going over Dallas street maps, circling places. I thought they were 
going to hit another armory. They were talking about locations. I can't 
remember any specifics, but the event was supposed to occur in Dallas in 
November. There was talk of a high powered rifle. The word 'Kennedy' 
spoken to Bosch [sic] which made me say, 'What about him?' All eyes 
were on me, studying me, when OSWALD started a dispute with FRANK 
and Bosch about my presence. I spoke with OSWALD that night, 
someone told me he spoke German, and I found out that he did. FRANK 



told me I would be going to Dallas with him tomorrow. It was during the 
weekend, so it was hard for me to get a baby sitter on such short notice. 
We left after midnight in two beat-up looking cars and drove to Dallas. 
About eight of us, with FRANK'S 'baby,' a high powered rifle, scope and 
silencer attached, in the trunk of our car. Before we left, we were briefed 
by FRANK, Bosch and Pedro Diaz Lanz. No phone calls, no speaking 
Spanish in Texas, no leaving for restaurants. Supplies and 'kits' were 
dumped in the truck. We wore dark street clothes...I was in the car with 
the Novos, FRANK and Orlando Bosch. OSWALD rode with HEMMING 
and Pedro Diaz Lanz. The car I drove in was beat-up, they had guns in the 
back. It had big tail fins, four doors, Florida plates. No one talked about the 
Dallas operation during the trip. Just, 'When we get there nobody goes 
out, no papers, no broads.' I asked FRANK who was paying for the trip 
and he told me, 'The Company.' The guns in the car looked like 
OSWALD'S [Mannlicher-Carcano]...When he arrived in Dallas we stayed 
at the Cabana Motel." 

The idea that STURGIS took Marita Lorenz to Dallas was absurd. She was only 23 at 
the time. STURGIS had fought in World War II. So had HUNT and 
CHRIST. How much experience could Marita Lorenz have had as 
paramilitarist? Marita Lorenz said that when they got to the Cabana 
Motel in Dallas, JACK RUBY ordered STURGIS to send Marita Lorenz 
away. As she was leaving, she saw HUNT check into the motel. During 
her deposition in HUNT v. SPOTLIGHT, Marita Lorenz said she saw 
HUNT hand STURGIS and envelope full of money inside the motel. In 
her testimony in HUNT v. SPOTLIGHT, Elizabeth McIntosh testified 
that HUNT was at a meeting during the afternoon of November 21, 
1963, at the CIA, so he could not have been in Dallas. She could not 
place him at the Agency on November 22, 1963. A Mrs. (FNU) 
McManus also said HUNT was in Washington on November 21, 1963.  

According to Marita Lorenz, the squad consisted of herself, OSWALD, HEMMING, 
Pedro Diaz Lanz and Orlando Bosch and Guillermo and Ignacio Novo. The Novo 
brothers immigrated to America in 1954, after their father was killed in an explosion in 
Havana. They graduated from high school in lower Manhattan. Guillermo Novo received 
a Degree in Chemistry, and Ignacio Novo became a shoe salesman. In late 1959 they 
organized the first anti-Castro demonstration in the United States. Ignacio Novo became 
a leader of the Cuban Nationalist Movement, and in August 1960 he arranged for 
Cuban exile groups to form a united front against Castro. The Cuban Revolutionary 
Front was one of these groups. Little information was available on the anti-Castro 
activities of the Cuban Nationalist Movement between 1960 and 1964. In December 
1964, the Novo brothers fired a bazooka shell at the United Nations building in New 
York. The shell fell into the East River, 200 yards from the shore, damaging nothing, 
and the Novo brothers were arrested for the attack. Tony Ulasewicz participated in their 
arrest. Stanley Ross testified that someone had telephoned him before the attack and 
predicted the missile would fall short of its target. Several months later, the Novo 
brothers confessions were ruled inadmissible. [NYT 12.24.64, 12.12.64] In 1967 the 



Novo brothers were convicted of hiding explosives for Orlando Bosch, and both were 
sent to prison. The conviction of Ignacio Novo was overturned, but the conviction of 
Guillermo Novo was affirmed. In 1968 Ignacio Novo and Orlando Bosch bombed the 
Consulates of several Western Bloc countries which did business with Cuba. The next 
phase of this operation was to be the execution of Castro officials outside the United 
States. Guillermo Novo was paroled in late 1975, but his parole was revoked after he 
traveled to Chile to meet with Orlando Bosch and members of the Chilean military junta. 

 When the Novo brothers were subpoenaed during a 
Federal investigation of the Orlando Letelier assassination, 
they disappeared. About 23 other Cuban exiles, mostly 
veterans of the Bay of Pigs Brigade, were subpoenaed. In 
1977 the members of the Bay of Pigs Brigade elected 
Ignacio Novo as their military leader. Guillermo Novo and 
Alvin Ross Diaz were arrested for cocaine trafficking by the 
Miami Organized Crime Bureau in April 1978. The name, 
address and telephone number of Pedro Diaz Lanz was 

found in the address book of Alvin Ross Diaz. Danny Benitez made the arrest. 
STURGIS was an informant for Danny Benitez, although STURGIS repeatedly denied 
ever having heard of the Novos brothers. When STURGIS was questioned about the 
Novo brothers in 1978, in relation to the charges made by Marita Lorenz, he said he had 
never heard of the "Nova brothers." During his deposition in the course of HUNT v. 
WEBERMAN STURGIS was asked:  

Q. Do you remember the Novo Brothers, Cuban exiles that are presently 
in New Jersey? 

A. De Novo?  

Q. Guillermo Novo? 

A. The name - I don't recall the name at the present time. It's possible. 
Like I said, I know many Cubans. 

STURGIS had to have at least heard about the Novo Brothers. STURGIS was 
associated with Carlos Prio Soccarras, who in his later years, worked closely with the 
Novo brother's Cuban Nationalist Movement. HEMMING told this researcher:  

Of course STURGIS knew the Novos. The Novo connection comes 
through Navarro. He had lunch with the Novos on two occasions at Centro 
Vasco. 

On May 5, 1978, Ignacio Novo was arrested in the basement of his brother-in-law's 
house in Jersey City, New Jersey. The Novo brothers were sentenced to life in prison 
on March 24, 1979. The next month, a valise exploded while being loaded on an airliner 
at Kennedy Airport. The Cuban Nationalist Movement took credit for the explosion. They 



demanded the immediate release of the Novo brothers. [O'Leary Washington Star 
4.28.78] 

Marita Lorenz may have seen the Novo brothers in connection with anti-Castro activities 
and so she decided to work them into her story. HEMMING told this researcher:  

First, the Novo brothers hadn't even been invented yet. Talk about one of 
the Novos being present in the Brigade. He wasn't in the Brigade. She 
gets the Novo brothers later on from the Letelier business. PHILLIPS 
pulled that stunt. 

The HSCA interviewed Orlando Bosch. He said he had met Marita Lorenz once, in 
1962, when he planned an air raid on Cuba with Alexander Rorke. The HSCA: "Lorenz 
later called him and said she wanted to get involved in anti-Castro activities, but Bosch 
turned her down and never saw her again. He further stated he had never traveled west 
of New Orleans in his life." Pedro Diaz Lanz was interviewed by the HSCA: "Immunized 
testimony was received in Washington, D.C., on April 28, 1978, from Pedro Diaz Lanz 
who denied Lorenz's allegation and explained his whereabouts on November 22, 1963." 
HEMMING denied making the car trip to Dallas with STURGIS. The HSCA questioned 
STURGIS about Marita Lorenz's allegations. He testified  

Sir, that is an absolute lie. I have never been with Marita Lorenz and 
OZZIE as she calls him, or Pedro Diaz Lanz or Marcos Diaz Lanz, or 
Doctor Orlando Bosch, or JERRY PATRICK, which she claimed all of us 
besides some other Cubans [STURGIS again pretended that he was 
unfamiliar with the Novo brothers], were in two automobiles and left Miami 
Florida two days before the assassination of the President of the United 
States. She is a liar. I took a polygraph examination to that effect that I 
have never been involved at any time in conspiring to kill the President of 
the United States, nor was I with her in any automobile with these people 
or any other people going to Dallas to plot to kill the President of the 
United States. She is an absolute liar. 

STURGIS told Paul Meskil: She said she drove from Miami, Florida, to 
Dallas, Texas, and in the automobile were, I'm not sure of all the names, 
myself, her, she mentioned Orlando Bosch...a couple of Cuban brothers, 
which I think she got mixed up there because there are only two Cuban 
brothers, Pedro Diaz Lanz and Marcos Diaz Lanz, and also, the person 
who financed this trip to Dallas was E. HOWARD HUNT...I naturally 
denied it.  

On May 31, 1978, Marita Lorenz testified before the HSCA. She told her usual story: 
"The HSCA found no evidence to support Lorenz's allegation." [Lorenz references: FBI 
31-88948-6 Miami; FBI 105-83564,-1 NR 2.1.61, 1.23.60 Airtel, LHM 1.23.60, NR 
1.25.60, 2.10.60, 2.17.60, 1.22.60, 1.26.60; FBI 105-83564-1.20.61; Miami 31-88948-6 
Invest. Report 8.22.62-10.12.62] 



HEMMING told the HSCA that he  

had the 'impression' that STURGIS was in Dallas the week of the 
assassination." HEMMING told this researcher: "The thing is there was a 
caravan. The possibility that she knew about the STURGIS caravan...Do I 
know that the caravan actually left, yes. At that fucking period of time, I 
can't pinpoint it, there was an attempt to get Phillipe Vidal and Tony 
Cuesta to go to a financial meeting in Dallas, Texas, by STURGIS. They 
didn't know him from Adam, so they called us. We didn't have broads 
hanging out with us. She said STURGIS admitted something against his 
interest while he was fucking her, no way. No way STURGIS is gonna 
admit to shit. She might have put two and two together. Marcos Jimenez 
Perez, that Padron bitch that ended up with Manuel Artime who was 
hanging out at Marcos Jimenez Perez's house too. Colonel Pardo. Anyone 
of them could have made comments in that point in time. Things were 
being discussed. She is putting two and two together because evidently 
STURGIS went to Marcos Jimenez Perez and needed some funds to go 
raise some money in Texas. And she picked up on this story about the 
cars going to Dallas. The strange thing was, why the fuck didn't they fly? 
It's 38 fucking hours of driving. Jesus fucking Christ, they had no I-95 then. 
I don't discount that Marita saw something. I don't discount that she may 
have seen somebody, there was a caravan or talk about a caravan. Now 
we don't discount the fact that she saw or heard reference to it, but as far 
as pin-pointing the personalities, that's bullshit.  

HUNT told this to the HSCA in 1978: 
 

During the retrial of HUNT v Spotlight, the defendant's attorney, Mark 
Lane, trotted out a woman named Marita Lorenz who claimed to have 
been a former Fidel Castro mistress smuggled out of Cuba by Frank 
Sturgis under his alias, Frank Fiorelli. Described as a "curvy, black-
haired…American Mata Hari" by New York Daily News reporter Paul 
Meskil, she was an oval-faced, doe-eyed, innocent-looking woman, 
sporting a classic Jacqueline Kennedy hairstyle. She laid out a bizarre 
scenario in which I, Sturgis, Hemming, Oswald, and a few murderous 
Cubans drove from Miami to Dallas to perpetrate the crime of the century. 
The woman was an amazing tale-spinner who could have had a great 
career as a spy novelist, but her testimony has been widely discredited, 
with a full account written by Gaeton Fonzi, a staff investigator for the 
HSCA, in The Last Investigation. Did I get into a car loaded with guns in 
Miami and head for Dallas, as alleged by Marita Lorenz? The answer is 
no. Did I know Marita Lorenz? No. I didn't know her, and I wouldn't have 
wanted to know her. She was the type of person whom Frank Sturgis was 
accustomed to handling. She and Sturgis did know each other, and he 
reportedly conceived a plot to send her to Cuba to reunite with Castro, 
where she was supposed to administer poison pills to the dictator while he 



was asleep. She claimed that she met up with her jubilant lover but failed 
to give him the pills, because she had hidden them in a jar of cold cream, 
and they had melted. But if that's true, Sturgis never told me about it 
before she told the story, so I would have to assume it never took place, 
as Sturgis was not a person who would avoid taking credit for an operation 
as worthwhile as that.  

HEMMING 1995: "The caravan left for Dallas on Tuesday, November 19, 1963." 

 
 
 
 

 


