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Allama Inayatullah Khan Al-Mashriqi 
(Allama Mashriqi) 

 
By Nasim Yousaf 

 
 

Allama Inayatullah Khan Al-Mashriqi was born on August 25, 1888 and died on August 27, 1963. Mashriqi obtained 
his initial education at home and then attended school in Amritsar, prior to joining Foreman Christian College (F.C. 
College) in Lahore. He obtained his Masters degree in Mathematics from the University of Punjab and later went on 
to study at the University of Cambridge. Throughout his academic life, Mashriqi made history; it is believed that his 
academic records at the University of Cambridge - where he completed four Triposes within five years with 
distinction - are yet to be broken. 
  
Upon completion of his studies, Mashriqi joined Islamia College (Peshawar) as Vice Principal prior to the launch of 
the College. As one of the College’s founding fathers, Mashriqi worked hard to build it up; his efforts were well 
recognized by the community and he was promoted to Principal. Based on his success as an educationist, Mashriqi 
was appointed as Under Secretary at the Education Department of the Government of British India. Here, despite 
Mashriqi’s stellar performance, policy differences with the British emerged and Mashriqi was subsequently demoted 
to Headmaster of Government High School in Peshawar. However, it wouldn’t be long before the British would 
need Mashriqi again. When the Khilafat Movement began and Muslims began to migrate to Afghanistan, the British 
looked to Mashriqi to help stop the migration. In an attempt to regain his goodwill, they offered him Knighthood 
and the Ambassadorship to Afghanistan. Mashriqi declined both offers, as he considered them a means for the 
British authorities to use him for their own political purposes. 
 
In addition to his work in Government, Mashriqi also gained recognition in scholarly and academic circles. 
Mashriqi’s book Tazkirah, a scientific commentary on the Holy Koran, was nominated for the Nobel Prize in 
Literature. When the Nobel Prize Committee asked him to translate the book into any major European language as 
a prerequisite for consideration, he declined to do so; he considered this to be an insult to the millions of people 
who spoke the Urdu language. In May of 1926, Mashriqi attended the International Caliphate Conference in Cairo 
and delivered a historic speech entitled Khitab-e-Misr. The speech was published as a book by an Egyptian publisher 
and distributed in large numbers. Mashriqi remained in Egypt for a few months to deliver lectures. His book 
Tazkirah was heavily discussed and scholars of Al-Azhar University bestowed upon him the title of “Allama 
Mashriqi” (Sage of the East). The former Pakistani Ambassador to Egypt, Ahmad Saeed Kirmani stated (in a phone 
conversation with the author of this book, Mr. Nasim Yousaf): “…He was a man of very high stature. When I was 
Ambassador in Cairo, Mashriqi was still remembered in certain circles…” From Egypt, Mashriqi traveled to Europe 
and held meetings with scientists and scholars, including Albert Einstein. Mashriqi’s work as a scholar and academic 
was recognized when he was inducted into several highly prestigious societies of Europe, including as Fellow of the 
Geographical Society (Paris), Fellow of the Asiatic Society, Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (London), and 
Member of the International Congress of Orientalists (Leiden). 
 
In 1930, Mashriqi founded the Khaksar Tehrik (Khaksar Movement) to revive the glory of the Indian nation. The 
Movement emphasized discipline, public service, and equality for all among its core tenets. Its message resonated 
with the masses and the Tehrik grew quickly within British India and opened branches in various countries. In 1934, 
Mashriqi launched Al-Islah, the official newspaper of the Khaksar Tehrik. Al-Islah gained a large following in many 
countries (including Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran, Bahrain, Burma, Ceylon, Egypt, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, 
Yemen, and some countries of Europe) and played a key role in spreading the message of the Movement. Within a 
few short years, the Khaksar Tehrik had emerged as the most well-disciplined private army (as it was referred to by 
one of the Viceroys of British India) in British India, with over 5 million members. Perhaps even more impressive 
was the fact that all members of the Khaksar Tehrik were volunteers who bore their own expenses. As a result of 



the massive success of the Khaksar Tehrik, other Muslim and non-Muslim organizations attempted to form similar 
organizations.  
 
By the end of 1939, Mashriqi already had plans in place to end British rule and was moving forward vigorously to 
this end. The Tehrik was thus banned in Punjab in early 1940 and Mashriqi was imprisoned. In 1941, the ban on the 
Movement was expanded throughout the entire India. The Government of British India demanded that Mashriqi 
disband his movement, or continue to remain behind bars. However, Mashriqi refused to succumb to their threats 
and replied that the Khaksar Movement was not his personal property that he could dispose of.  
 
The British, therefore, continued to imprison him; he faced all atrocities with extraordinary courage and remained 
steadfast. In fact, Mashriqi fasted for 80 days in Vellore Central Jail to protest his and the Khaksars’ unjust 
imprisonment and to push the freedom movement forward; he was ultimately released, but his movements 
remained restricted. 
 
Following Mashriqi’s release from prison, he continued working vigorously to bring an end to British rule. He was 
warned many times by the British authorities to halt his activities, but he did not waver in his resolve. In 1945, he 
presented The Constitution of Free India, 1946, A.C., which provided protection for the rights of both Muslims and 
non-Muslims, and could serve as a precursor to jointly seeking independence. Unfortunately, the document was not 
adopted for political reasons.  
 
In 1947, Mashriqi planned a coup of the Government and asked 300,000 Khaksars to assemble in Delhi on June 30, 
1947 for this purpose. This coup was subverted by the partition plan, which was announced on June 3 and accepted 
by the All-India Muslim League and Indian National Congress (including Mahatma Gandhi) before the Khaksars 
could fully assemble in Delhi. 
 
Despite achieving independence, Mashriqi was saddened by the division of India. To him, partition was not the 
solution to the country’s problems. Following the emergence of Pakistan and India as separate nations (on August 
14 and 15, 1947 respectively), Mashriqi’s life was made very difficult. His and the Khaksar Tehrik’s materials were 
confiscated throughout India and Pakistan, and Mashriqi’s followers were harassed in both countries. Mashriqi’s 
followers in India wanted to revive the Khaksar Tehrik (which Mashriqi had disbanded in July of 1947), but the 
Government imposed a ban in 1948. In Pakistan, on the insistence of his followers and supporters, Mashriqi 
founded a new party called the Islam League on October 31, 1947. But the new Government in Pakistan led by 
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah did not want any opposition in the country (in other words, one-party rule). 
The Pakistan Times of April 21, 1948 wrote of Jinnah’s stance in an article entitled “Quaid-e-Azam plea for one party 
in Pakistan.” 
 
The Government attempted to create hurdles for Mashriqi and his party at every possible juncture. For example, 
when Mashriqi wanted to travel to the USA (and other countries) where he had been invited by the United Nations 
to present his case on Kashmir and other topics, the Pakistani Government denied his passport. Then, in 1950 and 
1951, Mashriqi was arrested under Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan’s Government. He was kept in jail for a long 
time, a trend that persisted with subsequent Governments. In 1957, Mashriqi was arrested at least three times. 
 
Despite the Government’s attempts to stop him, Mashriqi remained a vocal opponent of its policies. In 1958, the 
Pakistani establishment attempted to silence Mashriqi forever by falsely implicating him in Dr. Khan Sahib’s 
murder. Following a long trial (which is the focus of this book), the prosecution was unable to prove its case and 
Mashriqi was honorably acquitted. Then, in 1962, Mashriqi was accused of conspiring to topple the Government 
and was again arrested and imprisoned (due to his ailing health, he was later moved to his residence where he 
remained under house arrest). 
 
Mashriqi died on August 27, 1963 at Albert Victor Hospital (Mayo Hospital) in Lahore. Following his death, a pall 
of gloom prevailed across the country; condolence messages from followers and admirers came from all over the 
world. Well over 100,000 people, from all walks of life, attended his funeral. All along the funeral procession, the 



public gathered to pay tributes to their leader and showered his body with flowers. With his death, one important 
chapter of the history of the Indian sub-continent came to a close. 
 
Allama Mashriqi not only led the freedom movement of the Indian sub-continent during his lifetime, but also left 
behind a lasting legacy of combating injustice, communalism, and sectarianism. He worked all his life for unity, 
discipline, and fostering a peaceful co-existence among people, regardless of religion, class, color or creed. Indeed, 
he made countless sacrifices in pursuit of these objectives and was arrested approximately fourteen times during his 
political career (and had his movements restricted at least three times, see Appendix for dates). As a result of his 
unrelenting fight, Mashriqi forever changed the history of the Indian subcontinent. 
  
 
The above article is taken from the book entitled:  
 
Allama Mashriqi Narrowly Escapes the Gallows: Court Proceedings of an Unpardonable Crime Against the Man Who Led the 
Freedom of the Indian Subcontinent. Author: Nasim Yousaf 
 
For more information on Allama Mashriqi, please visit: 
 
1. https://www.facebook.com/allamamashraqi 
2. https://www.facebook.com/AllamaMashriqi.1 
3. https://www.facebook.com/TazkirahByAllamaMashriqi 
4. https://www.facebook.com/Khaksar.Movement 
 
 

  



Allama Mashriqi’s Credentials 
 

Education 
  

M.A. Mathematics, University of Punjab (1907); University of Cambridge (U.K., 1907-1912): Completed Four 
Triposes in Mathematics, Natural Sciences, Mechanical Sciences, Oriental Languages; Honored as Wrangler, 

Foundation Scholar, and Bachelor Scholar 
  

Fellow/Member of International Societies 
  

Fellow, Royal Society of Arts (London, Inducted in 1923); Fellow, Société de Géographie (Geographical Society of 
Paris, Inducted in 1926); Fellow, Asiatic Society of France (Inducted in 1926); Member, International Congress of 

Orientalists (Leiden, Inducted in 1930) 
  

Founder 
  

Khaksar Movement (1930); Al-Islah Urdu weekly newspaper (1934); Islam League (1947); Co-Founder Islamia 
College (Peshawar) 

  

Published Works 
  

Tazkirah (nominated for Nobel Prize in Literature, 1925); The Constitution of Free India, 1946 A.C; Maulvi Ka Ghalat 
Mazhub; Hadeesul Quran; Human Problem; Takmillah; Isha'raat; Deh Al'baab (Collection of Poetry); Armughan-e-Hakeem 
(Collection of Poetry); Hareem-e-Gaib (Collection of Poetry); Qaul-e-Faisal; Kharita (Persian Poetry) 

  

Government Service 
  

Vice Principal and Principal, Islamia College (Peshawar, 1913-1917); Under Secretary of Education (Government of 
India, 1917-1920); Member, I.E.S. (Indian Education Service, 1920) 

  

Honors Declined 
 

Premiership of Alver State (British India, 1912); Ambassadorship to Afghanistan (1920); Knighthood (Title of “Sir,” 
1920); Federal Cabinet Ministries in Pakistan (1950s and 1960s) 

  

Famous Speeches 
  

Khitab-e-Misr (International Caliphate Conference, Cairo, May 1926); Where Leaders Fail (Calcutta, 1945); 
Predicted terrorism and tyranny in Pakistan (Patna, 1947); Khitab-i-Lahore (Lahore, 1950); 

Predicted separation of East Pakistan and West Pakistan (Lahore, 1956) 
  

Other Honors 
  

Board Member, Delhi University (British India, 1923); President, Mathematical Society (British India, 1924); Elected 
President, All World's Faiths Conference (British India, 1937); Gold Medalist, World Society of Islam (1938) 

 
 



Chronology of Allama Mashriqi’s Arrests and 

Restrictions on His Movementsi 

  
In British India, Allama Mashriqi was arrested approximately 5 times and had his movements restricted twice (from 1932 to 
1937, Mashriqi was barred from entering the North West Frontier Province and then on January 19, 1942, upon release from 
Vellore Central Jail, he was not permitted to leave the Madras Presidencyii until December 28, 1942). After the creation of 
Pakistan, Mashriqi was arrested approximately 9 times. In 1962, restrictions on his movements were imposed. Below is a 
summary of Mashriqi’s restrictions and arrests. Note that there may be other arrests that are not included in this list. 
  
1932 October 15 
  
The North West Frontier Government (NWFP) imposes a ban on Khaksar activities and Mashraqi’s entry into NWFP (now 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa). The ban was lifted in 1937. 
  
March 27, 1937 
  
Allama Mashriqi is arrested at a Khaksar Camp (behind Chandni Chowk) in Delhi by Superintendent of Police Scott.iii 
  
 
 1939 September 01 
  
Allama Mashriqi, who was in Lucknow to resolve the Shia-Sunni conflict, is arrested in the early hours (4:05 A.M.) of the 
morning. 
  
1939 September 13 
  
Allama Mashriqi is arrested at Malihabad (U.P., now Uttar Pradesh). 
  
1940 March 19 
  
Allama Mashriqi is arrested. 
  
1947 June 09 
  
Allama Mashriqi is stabbed and arrested. Note: The Canberra Times (June 11, 1947) wrote: “Allama Mashriqi…was yesterday 
stabbed at a hotel where the Moslem League Council met.” This report was written on June 10, 1947. 
  
1950 October 03 
  
Allama Mashraqi, along with his two sons, is arrested in Lahore. 
  
1951 January 11 
  
Around 5:00 am, a Magistrate and armed police raid Mashriqi’s house in Ichhra, Lahore and conduct a thorough search. Police 
arrest Mashriqi and cordon his house. Mashriqi is arrested under the Punjab Public Safety Act. 
  
1957 January 
  
Allama Mashriqi and 51 Razakars are arrested (PT 1957 Sept. 20; PT 1957 Oct. 03). Note: The date of their arrest and release 
was not specified in the source used. 
  
1957 April 21 
  



Allama Mashriqi along with a large number of Razakars are arrested at Wahgah border (near the Pakistan-India border near 
Amritsar) (PT 1957 Apr. 23; PT 1958 Oct. 11; C&MG 1957 Apr. 23). 
  
1957 October 19 
  
Allama Mashriqi is arrested. Mashriqi informs the Lahore Court that he plans to march towards India on October 21, 1957. 
  
1957 October 22 
  
Allama Mashriqi is again arrested (Hussain 1994, 182). Allama Mashriqi is sentenced to an aggregate term of two years of 
rigorous imprisonment and fined Rs. 1,200 (C&MG 1958 Jan. 11; PT 1958 Jan. 11). Ten of Mashriqi’s followers are also 
sentenced. Mashriqi, who had been released on bail on October 21, 1957, is again imprisoned. He would remain in jail until 
January 1958 (Syed Shabbir Hussain, Kashmir Aur Allama Mashriqi, 1994, p. 182). 
  
1957 October 28 
  
Allama Mashriqi is released and arrested again. 
  
  
1958 May 10 
  
Allama Mashriqi is arrested at 3:45 a.m from his residence in Ichhra, Lahore. Others arrested include Mashriqi’s son and four 
followers. Allama Mashriqi is implicated in a false murder case. 
  
1962 May 06 
  
Allama Mashriqi is arrested. Later, he was moved to house arrest until August 23, 1962, as he was suffering from cancer and in 
poor health.iv 
  



About the Compiler 
 

 

Nasim Yousaf is a scholar and historian. He has thus far published 16 books and numerous articles (which have 
appeared in newspapers in many countries, including Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, Pakistan, India, Japan, Norway, 
United Kingdom, and the USA) and has presented his works at conferences in the U.S. His works have been 
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His published books include: 
 

1. Mahatma Gandhi & My Grandfather, Allama Mashriqi: A Groundbreaking Narrative of India’s Partition   
2. Dr. Akhtar Hameed Khan - Pioneer of Microcredit & Guru of Rural Development 
3. Allama Mashriqi Narrowly Escapes the Gallows: Court Proceedings of an Unpardonable Crime Against the Man Who Led 

the Freedom of the Indian Subcontinent 
4. Hidden Facts Behind British India’s Freedom: A Scholarly Look into Allama Mashraqi and Quaid-e-Azam’s Political 

Conflict 
 
For more information on the author’s works, please visit: 

• https://www.facebook.com/nasimyousaf.26 

• http://independent.academia.edu/NasimYousaf 

• https://archive.org/details/@nasimyousaf 

• https://www.scribd.com/NasimYousaf 

 

 













































































 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

                                                           
i Allama Mashriqi Narrowly Escapes the Gallows: Court Proceedings of an Unpardonable Crime Against the Man Who Led the 
Freedom of the Indian Subcontinent. Author: Nasim Yousaf 
 
ii Under British Rule, most of South India was integrated into a region called the Madras Presidency. In 1956, the Madras 
Presidency was disbanded and Tamil Nadu was established. 
 
iii Al-Islah April 16, 1937, p.1 
 
iv The Pakistan Times, Lahore, May 07, 1962 
 


