
 

SERMON - TRUSTING IN SELF FOLKS TO IMPRESS GOD. 
 
"9And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and viewed others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 11“The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You 
that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12‘I fast 
twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13“But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was 
even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to 
me, the sinner!’ 14“I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.” Luke 18:9-14 
 
1. THE PROBLEM OF SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS - 'trusted in themselves that they were righteous'.  

● This is about "some people" and then Jesus uses a Pharisee in the parable. CONTRASTED 
two extremes in society. The first is the religious leaders who is scrupulous in keeping the law, 
tending to be self righteous. The other, pretty much hated by the Jewish population for working 
with Romans to collect taxes and enrich themselves on the backs of the oppressed people.  

● What is wrong with the Pharisee? Trusting in yourself is trusting in an impossibility. Such 
people are not nearly as impressive to God as they thought. With a self-righteous attitude, the 
prospects aren't good. At best, trusting in self may only get you almost to heaven. You have a 
better chance of flying a Boeing 777 without a license, through a hurricane, with only one wing, 
blindfolded, with tonsillitis than gaining eternal life on your goodness. 

● Such people don't see any wrong in themselves. I'm reminded of Dan's lesson on Wednesday 
night where pride was shown to be so harmful.  

● Such People answer the question, "how are you getting to heaven?", "By my own 
righteousness", is their answer.  They believe that by their deeds they are righteous and have 
a ticket to heaven. 

● TRUSTING in self doesn't impress God. God says no one in is righteous. In Romans 3 after 
Paul said none are righteous not one, he followed it up saying this, "19Now we know that 
whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be 
closed and all the world may become accountable to God; 20because by the works of the Law 
no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin." Rom. 3. 

● Paul is addressing the same attitude of Jews in Romans 3.  Everyone no matter how good still 
falls short. 

● So that's an important spiritual lesson we need to internalize in order to get to the right place 
and have salvation. Jesus is telling the people who trust in themselves they are sinners, fallen 
short.  

 
2. SELF-RIGHTEOUS ARE JUDGES OF OTHERS. "Viewed others with contempt", v9.  

● When you have elevated yourself to the place of perfection, equal to Jesus, you cannot help 
but see everyone else as inferior.  Sneering, looking down their noses,  

● Jesus addressed this attitude too. "1Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2“For in the 
way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to 
you. 3“Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that 



 

is in your own eye? 4“Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your 
eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own eye? 5“You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own 
eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye." Mt 7:1-5. 

○ In Jesus parable, the Pharisee doesn't believe he has a log and doesn't believe he has 
a splinter in his eye. To such people Jesus says don't judge or else you will be judged 
by exactly the same standard. And since that is a very important and a harsh standard, 
God will judge him the same.  

 
3. THE TWO MEN IN JESUS' PARABLE - How two different people approach God  

1. The first is the self-righteous man. A pharisee. The pharisees have a problem that they follow 
the letter of the law, but the spirit is not always right.  

a. "11“The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not 
like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12‘I fast 
twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’  vv11-12. 

b. And when they kept the law, tithing down to the smallest seed and coin, they felt 
self-righteous.  

c. This man quickly enumerates his good deeds when talking to God. Saying, "Here's why 
I'm so much better than everyone else: I fast twice a week and I give a tenth of 
everything I have."  

d.  A heart problem, a motivation problem: Matthew 23 has a lot to say about the hypocrisy 
of the Pharisees. Self-righteous but they did all of their deeds to be seen. "5But they do 
all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen 
the tassels of their garments. 6“They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief 
seats in the synagogues, 7and respectful greetings in the market places, and being 
called Rabbi by men." Mt. 23:5-7.  

e. Their biggest problem? They lack faith in God. I mean, who needs faith in or anything 
from God if you are perfect!  

i. It is noteworthy that in this Parable two men are praying to God. The Pharisee 
comes and ask nothing of God. But we shall see that it is the hated text collecting 
sinner who seeks God's grace because he knows his sinfulness and need for 
mercy. 

f. Sure, they pray and say to God "I thank you I'm not like other people like swindlers, 
unjust, adulterers, and tax collectors."  

g. We should not think that these are rare attitudes held by religious folks who pray to 
God.  

h. He was proud, exalting himself. Remember that John said that the "boastful pride of life" 
is not from the Father. The devil is the one who tempts us to take some pride.  

i. The devil often tempts men to be carnal, to justify themselves, to not accept blame, and 
he is using such tricks with many.  

2. The second man is a humble man and feels entirely unworthy of coming before God.  
a. He was a tax collector. Hated by Jews. They could be corrupt. But more than one 

converted to Jesus and reformed their lives. Matthew the Apostle was one. Zaccheus 
was one, Lk 19. 



 

b. He knows his sinfulness and makes not excuses; is under no delusion. 13“But the tax 
collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, 
but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’" 

c. Here's a little secret. God knows we are sinners, imperfect, not quite achieving what He 
would call perfection. So what? 

d. Jesus says in verse 14 that this praying and humble confessing sinner went home 
justified. What's that mean?  

e. This is God's Justice and mercy mingled together and it's explained in a paradox: "those 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and the humble will be exalted."  

3. Closing thoughts 
a. This is a very important theological or doctrinal or spiritual truth that is being talked to 

us. It's not so difficult to understand but for many it is difficult to do. All men go one of 
two ways. Who goes to heaven and who does not! What do we love and who do we 
trust?  

b. Trusting in self is trusting in a carnal and fleshly thing. But it is unwise too. Dort get 
pumped about how smart others are. Instead, get impressed with their heart a faith. 
Smart means nothing to God. God made smart. Pretty and handsome too. Money? 
Nope, God has more than everyone combined.  

c. It's better to be a broken and contrite heart. James says to the proud, "6But He gives a 
greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES 
GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.” 7Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you. 8Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Be miserable and mourn and 
weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble 
yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you." James 4:6-10.  

i. The devil tempts: shouldn't you be better? What's wrong with taking pride? Those 
tax collectors are swindlers and deserve what they get. The devil will say 
anything that gets our eyes off of our own unrighteousness and need for grace.  

d. There is a way to be justified by God. The goal is to be justified by God. Put your faith in 
Jesus and follow Him. 

i. "for you are all sons of God by faith. For all of you who have been baptized into 
Christ, have clothed yourselves with Christ." Gal. 3:26,27.  

ii. Obey the Gospel, God's power to save." Rom 1:16.  
iii. "walk by faith, not by sight!" 2 Cor. 5:7. 
iv. "Love God with all of your heart.... and love your neighbor as yourself."  
v. Why?  Because the alternative is what most of the world is doing and it'snot 

working and it won't save.  


