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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

This book, published under the auspices of the Swedish Traffic

Association with the economic assistance ot the Government,
aims at making Sweden better known to the English-speaking

world. Conditions in present-day Sweden are shown against a

background of centuries of development, the account being

supplemented by a sketch of the country's scenic beauties.

The book is written in popular style, but the attempt to make
it easy to read has not precluded the incorporation of a great

deal of exact information that will help the reader to form a true

and clear conception of the land and the people.

The whole book has been planned and edited by Hen Rolf

Grauers, Phil. Cand., who has himself written the greater part of

the text. Official bodies and organisations of various kinds have

been most helpful in supplying statistical data and cartographical

material, and have assisted the Editor in many other ways.

The Swedish Traffic Association is particularly indebted to

the Federation of Swedish Industries for permission to use the

graphical representations of the numbers of workers in the

different branches of industry as published in "Swedish Industry"

(1935). A number of maps and diagrams have also been modelled

on the lines of the same book.

To all those who have co-operated in bringing this book into

being the Swedish Traffic Association is, indeed, most grateful.

Our thanks arc also due to Mr. Marquis W. Childs, whose "Fore-

word" bears witness to warm feelings of friendship for Sweden,

and to the translator, Lektor G. K. haycock, M. A. Oxon.

Stockholm, April 1st 1938.

CT jSro Q^U gL—.a^
Managing director of the Swedish

Traffic Association.



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION

The first edition of the book met with immediate appreciation

and received such a warm welcome not only at home but also

in the United States that within a year it has been necessary to

go to press with a new edition. The renewed and ever-growing

interest that Americans in particular are taking in Sweden and
things Swedish is especially gratifying and the present objective

and comprehensive survey of the country and people should, it

is felt, be available at the World Exposition to be held at New
York in 1939.
Changes in the text turn for the most part on the bringing

of statistical material up to as recent a date as possible. There
arc also some illustrational additions, and a subject and name
index has been appended to make the work more serviceable as

a book of reference. In order to emphasise the importance from
the Swedish viewpoint of direct overseas communications be-

tween Sweden and the United States, the Association has in

the present edition devoted a special section to the Swedish
American Line.

The Association in this connection desires to express its wann-
est thanks to the managing directors of the Swedish American
Line, Mr Axel Jonsson j:or, of Gothenburg, and A/r Hilmei
Lundhcck, of New York, who have rendered the publication

ot the present edition possible.

Stockholm, January 1939.

^7v^> csk_
Managing director of the Swedish

Traffic Association.



SWEDISH AMERICAN LINE

With the establishment of the Swedish American Line in 191 a

Sweden obtained her first direct passenger service to the United

States, since extended to Canada. The originator of the Line was

the late Wilhelm R. Lundgren, but after his death the moving

spirit in organizing this enterprise was the late Dan Brostrom,

who already controlled a number of large shipping interests in

Gothenburg, and he had at his side several men prominent in

Gothenburg shipping and trade. Nevertheless, the venture was

started on a very modest scale with a couple of steamers pur-

chased abroad and refitted for this service. The fact is that the

prospects were not especially propitious. The complete cessation

of immigration into the United States could not, of course, be

anticipated at the time, but competition had for many years

been extremely keen in the Transatlantic passenger trade. Only

a modest share of travellers to and from Sweden could be ex-

pected, and the question of finding an adequate amount of

freight was perhaps even more dubious. In time the difficulties

were overcome though others, not anticipated ones, turned up,

such as immigration restrictions etc. Freights increased slowly in

the beginning, and afterwards more quickly, which the company
met by building a special cargo ship, later sold. Things went on

in this way until the company made a bold bid for increased

patronage by building the two motorships by which the Line has

since been best known, m/s "Gripsholm" and m/s "Kungsholm".

Not only were motor ships an innovation in this service, but the

interior fittings and decorations featured modern decorative

styles on a large scale. The vessels, furthermore, are of a handy
size which later on proved very suitable for cruises.

It is not asserting too much when saying that the Swedish

American Line has become extremely popular with travellers of



m.s. Giipsholm, ms. Kungshohn and s.s. Dwttninghohn
in Gothenburg Harbour.

all classes, and this applies in particular to American travellers to

Sweden and the whole north of Europe. What seems to be a

great attraction is the cheerful home-like feeling on board, per-

sonal attention to the travellers' comfort, excellent food, and a

general atmosphere of good feeling that cannot be defined.

The situation in the Atlantic passenger service has of course
been strongly affected by the periods of depression and boom
which have succeeded each other in post-war years. Although the
Swedish American Line perhaps has been the least affected by
diminishing passenger lists in the regular Transatlantic passenger
trade, the company has followed the fashion of organizing plea-

sure cruises in different waters according to the season, which
seems to have come to stay. Here the question of comfort and
good cheer on board is a matter of still greater moment than
in regular travelling. The ships of the Line have already made a

name for themselves as favourites for cruises, of which a great

many have been arranged both in southern and northern waters.
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Main Lounge, m.s. Kungsholm.

Recently, both ships have been completely refitted and equipped
especially for pleasure cruises in tropical waters, and may now be
rated as unsurpassed for this service.

Among special features of the new arrangements on board may
be mentioned that the staterooms are very large, with comfort-

able beds. Many of them have adjoining toilets with baths or

showers, the inside rooms, of which there are now comparati-

vely few, as well as the outside ones, are cool and airy at all

times, the thermotank system of forced fresh air ventilation

beeing in operation throughout the ships. Finnish baths, swim-
ming pool, Swedish massage, and cabinet baths are among the

facilities. There are spacious areas for shuffleboard contests,

Angell golf tournaments, deck tennis, ping-pong, ring-toss and
bullboard competitions. Broad promenade decks, cafe deck with
attractive arrangements and comfortable chairs invite to strolls

and lounging. The public rooms, libraries, lounges, smoke rooms
and dining rooms are reputed for exclusive style and ease.
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Stateroom, Cabin chss, m.s. Kungsholm.

The new motor ship "Stockholm" ordered by the Line
incorporates all the experience gained with the "Kungsholm"
and "Gripsholm" during the years these two ships have
been in service, but will in addition have many new features

added. While still of a handy size, the new "Stockholm"
will be larger than its predecessors and is calculated for a gross

register tonnage of about 28,000 tons. Like these, she is a

motorship and of hyper-elegant modern lines.

The space for passengers is exceptionally ample, and the ar-

rangements include large windows and indirect lighting, warm
and cool air, electric fans, ship's telephone system, wireless tele-

graph and telephone, cinema theatre, swimming pools, beauty
parlours etc. Accommodation is provided for about 620 passen-

gers when cruising and 1,320 in the North Atlantic service. A
few suites and about 10 cabins are arranged with private open-air

verandahs on cruises, during which the two dining rooms are

combined into one. The safety devices are most elaborate.
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FOREWORD

When one sets down facts in a iow about a country or a peop/e,
one may achieve perhaps what is a good photographic likeness

but one will almost certainly miss that quality which a first rate

painter gets onto his canvas. There is a particular risk in this

respect when one writes about Sweden. For beneath the pleasant,

well-ordered surface of life one is made aware of old roots that

strike back far into the past. The Swedes have made haste
slowly. That is a platitude and yet the visitor to Sweden realizes

over and over again the essential truth that is in it.

The ancient values here, one feels, have not been so flimsily

overlaid or so hastily swept aside as elsewhere in the world
today. I have felt this again and again in certain aspects of the
land. I remember motoring from the north and approaching
Uppsala just at sunset; the long plain, the ripe yellow color of

the fields and the cathedral rising up like a mountain. Or a

sunny week-end in the Stockholm archipelago; the sharp, clear

blue of the sky, the gay, serene vitality of people in boats, people
sunning on the rocks against the green of fir trees. And then I

think of the country farthest north, the old mountains worn
smooth by the glacier, the shine of snow on distant summits,
and of how life must be when the long Arctic night has closed

down.
What is most impressive is to see what man has done not

to conquer, not to destroy, this land but to subdue it. At Sand-
viken where 5,000 men are employed in the steel mills you re-

member green lanes and houses white, blue, pink, a huge new
sports pavilion with indoor tennis courts and swimming pool

and so much else that one could not possibly remember it.

At Boliden, the mine, and Skelleftehamn, where there are

huge smelters and waiting ore boats for the gold out of the

mine, life has order and dignity that derive from thoughtful,
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The old fortress of Bohus, near Gothenburg.

careful consideration for the natural environment in which
this new industry has been established. At Kiruna technical and
engineering skill have made it possible to exploit the vast iron

deposits in spite of the difficult Arctic night, and men are

employed there well beyond the Arctic Circle under wage and
working conditions that it would be difficult to equal anywhere.

Forestry, with its subsidiaries, forms the nation's principal

industry and it is one of the reasons why Sweden is so happy
a country — so many of the workers engaged in it spend their

time out of doors. As you travel north from Stockholm along

the shores of the Baltic and the Gulf of Bothnia you cross

scores of rivers down which white tree trunks float towards the

paper mills and the outer world — white, because the bark has

been stripped before they are launched since otherwise it peels

off in the water and destroys the salmon fishing. The logs

may be afloat for months, for one of the causes of the prosperity

of Swedish forestry is that most of the rivers flow quite gently
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Winter in Dalecarlia.

and can be trusted to carry the timber almost from the place

where it is cut to the place where it is turned into paper, pulp

or pit props.

What is apparent above all else is that an effort has been

made to strike a balance between the land and the people living

on the land. There has been the underlying realization that

this is all, that this must be conserved, that generations to

come must live here, too. Americans are astonished to learn
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Floweis are the wealth of the humble.

that at certain times during the winter elk appear in Nacka
which is a suburb scarcely more than ten minutes from Stock-

holm. We are surprised to discover that large industries employ
experts to observe the effect of smoke and waste gases on sur-

rounding foliage and suggest ways and means for stopping any
destruction that may begin to appear. There is respect for the

land, for the rivers that run through it and for the air above
it. It is possible that this is related to the respect that human

18



The son of the soil.



Nordic Summer nightb'

beings have one for another, respect for privacy, for integrity,

for independence, which one finds in Sweden, too.

The visitor to Sweden is told, often not without impatience,
that there is so much to be done, so little done thus far. Look,
they say, see what must be done for those who are at the bottom
of the heap. And this, I think, is a sign of health and vigor,

this capacity for self-analysis and self-criticism. It is one of the
reasons why Sweden is not dull. Any country in which factions
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The princess ravished by the trolls.

can work themselves up into a passion of rivalry and jealousy

over the chair of comparative philology at the University of

Uppsala is not likely to be dull very long.

That raises, of course, the question of size, of scale. Sometimes

my friends in Sweden have complained to me that life is on

too narrow a scale, that there is only one of everything, that

one may never know the pleasant anonymity which comes with

moving about in a continental country. There are, certainly,
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Parade of Swedish gymnasts.

advantages and disadvantages in bigness, in the sheer over-

whelming weight of vastness, of unlimited resources and power.

But I have wondered often in recent years about the relation-

ship between size and stability. And it has occurred to me that

the next twenty-five years may supply the answers to a great

many questions that concern this very relationship. It may come
down to the fact that what the Swedes have learned is that

there is no simple, single answer; that the scientific method

must be applied to the problems of living as well as the problems

of the laboratory; that it is coherence of population and

coherence of size, of scale, that make such an approach possible.

A great deal of the Sweden that I have known is in this book,

people at play and people at work in a countryside that retains

not a little of its ancient beauty and serenity. It should give the

visitor approaching Malmo or Gothenburg for the first time a

sound introduction to the land that he or she is about to visit.

And for those of us who already know the country it will stir
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The Uppsala students greet the return of Spring.

inevitably a desire to return. It is with a kind of nostalgia for
the country which I like to think of as another home that I

look at these handsome photographs and read the familiar place
names on the printed page.

I have been lavish with my praises in this introduction to
Sweden, but I am convinced that I have not exaggerated. Read
for yourselves, see for yourselves, and you will agree that Sweden
has charms and interests no other European country can offer.

Washington 1938.

/7lA^f^^(^L4
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THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE

SITUATION AND BOUNDARIES
Sweden comprises the southern and eastern parts of the Scan-

dinavian peninsula and the two large islands Gotland
and Oland in the Baltic. It lies between

5 5
20' (Smygehuk)

and 09°4' (the Koltajaure boundary) lat. N. and io°58' (the

Koster islands) and 24°io' (the Tornealv Estuary) long. E.

By way of comparison, it may be worth mentioning that the

university town of Uppsala, only a little to the north of Stock-

holm, lies on the 60th parallel, which also touches Alaska, the

southern point of Greenland, and the town of Yeniseisk in

Siberia, and that Gothenburg lies on approximately the same
longitude as Munich and Rome.
The boundary between Sweden and her neighbour to the

west, Norway, is demarcated by a mountain range and its spurs,

whereas in the north, the Torne-Muonio River constitutes the

frontier between Sweden and Finland. Otherwise, Sweden is

bounded by open waters, to the west by an arm of the Atlantic,

the Skagerak and the Cattegat, to the south and east by the Baltic

and the Gulf of Bothnia. The coastline 4,738 miles in length,

is serrated to an extraordinary degree by innumerable bays

and inlets which, with their outcrop of labyrinthine skerries,

endow the sea borders with a character and charm of their own.

Whilst the length of the country from top to toe is no less

than 978 miles — corresponding to the distance from Newcastle

to Madrid — it is only 310 miles in breadth. This elongated

area of 173,296 square miles is nearly as large as Germany, and

is about half as big again as Great Britain and Ireland. 9 %
of the surface, however, is covered by lakes and watercourses,

According to the historical division of the country, Sweden falls

into three principal parts: Gotaland in the south, Svealand in
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the centre and Norrland in the north, the latter constituting

60 % of the total area of the country, though containing only
18 % of the population.

PHYSICAL FEATURES
The greater part of Sweden is geologically very ancient. The

foundation of primary rock, which thrusts up to the surface
nearly everywhere, consists of granite, gneiss and other eruptive
rocks, often containing valuable ores. Owing to their geological

antiquity and the effects of glacial erosion, most of the Swedish
mountains have softly rounded contours, in contrast to those
of Central and Southern Europe, which are of later formation
and sharply incised by Nature's hand. During the glacial period
the shell of loose earth was completely scaled off, but the rock
was re-covered by new sediments, formed during and after the
melting of the great inland-ice cap in the period 15,000 to

5,000 years ago, when large parts of what is today Sweden, lay

under water. In these quartenary deposits lies the origin of the
most fertile regions in the country, the loamy plains of Skane,
Vastergotland and Ostergotland, those along the Kalmar Sound,
the valley of Lake Malaren and the littoral of the Gulf of
Bothnia. The deep, wide valleys of the Norrland rivers are
largely filled with a rich compound of clayey sand, which has
had the important result of making settlement and cultivation
possible and of facilitating communications in these primeval
forest and mountain areas in the north.

The only real exception to the general geological uniformity
of the country is Skane, where the foundation consists of form-
ations from the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous periods, and
in this respect most resembles Denmark. The frequent occur-
rence of sandstone and limestone is characteristic of certain

parts of southern and central Sweden, of Gotland and Oland
and the low-lying country round Lake Storsjon in Jamtland.
From the mountain massif in the north-west the land slopes

down to the Gulf of Bothnia. Between the highlands proper
and the coastland plains stretch the mighty domains of the
north Swedish forests. The forest-country is punctuated by
lonely summits and intersected by a network of lakes and river-

courses, running more or less parallel to each other in the
direction north-west to south-east. The landscape is somewhat
monotonous but impresses by its very vastness. The highest
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The Scandinavian peninsula superimposed on the map of Europe.
Sweden's length from North to South is approximately 1,000 miles.

peaks in Sweden are situated amongst the mountains to the

north-west, foremost among them Mount Kebnekajse towering

to a height of 6,966 feet. Here also are the mightiest waterfalls:

Stora Sjofallet 2,198 feet in breadth with a fall of 131 feet, and
the Harspranget, where the Stora Lulealv throws itself in wild

abandon down a series of falls and cataracts from a total height

of 243 feet. The largest and most beautiful of the innumerable
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mountain lakes is Tornetrask, 124 square miles in area. In this

district there are in all about 200 glaciers. The principal rivers

are the Torne-Muonio River, 350 miles in length, which forms

the frontier between Sweden and Finland, the Stora Lulealv,

280 miles long, the mighty Angermanalv, 280, and the Dalalv

325 miles in length. The last mentioned may be said to be the

dividing-line between northern and central Sweden.
The topography of central Sweden is characterised by elevated

faults and folds, alternating with lower lying tracts covered

with postglacial silt deposits, the fertility of which gives to the

country an aspect of lushness. The most striking feature of

this part of the country, however, is constituted by the great

lakes of Vanern, 2,142 square miles, and Vattern, 733 square

miles, and the lakes Malaren and Iljalmaren. With the

exception of the Russian lakes, Ladoga and Onega, Vanern is

the largest lake in Europe. Its outlet, the Gota Alv, empties

into the Cattegat, its largest tributary the Klaralv having its

source in Norway. The total length of the two rivers is 450
miles.

The major part of southern Sweden, the inner plateau, may
be regarded as a continuation of the highlands of the north,

intercepted by the lakes and plains of central Sweden, whilst

to the extreme south lies the plain province of SkSne.

CLIMATE

In spite of its northerly position, Sweden enjoys a highly favour-

able climate, without which the country would be as uninhabit-

able as Greenland, Arctic Siberia and the other inhospitable

regions in the same latitude. The outstandingly important

climatic regulator is the Gulfstream, which passes along the

west coast of Norway and sends an arm into the Skagerak.

This causes an extraordinary rise in the winter temperature

along the Norwegian coast, and the warmth spreading, mitigates

the cold season in the interior and eastern parts of Sweden,

where, on the other hand, the weather conditions of the great

Russian continent exercise an unfavourable influence on the

climate. Generally speaking, the average winter temperature is

18 —24 F. higher than that of other countries in the same
northern latitude.

Sweden's great extension from north to south, which is more
than V7 of the distance from the North Pole to the Equator,
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Isotherms (° Celsius) for July. Lakes and rivers.

Despite its northerly situation, Sweden About 9 % of the country's surface is

enjoys a most favourable climate. covered by water.



The midnight sun at Porjus photographed every
20 minutes between 10.30 p. m. and 0.30 a. m.

naturally causes considerable variations in the northern and
in the southern parts of the country. These variations are further
accentuated by the high mountains in Norrland partly shutting
out the mild west winds, and they are especially noticeable
in the winter, the summer temperature being more equable.
In the north, however, the summer is very short, though this

is to a certain extent compensated for by the prolonged daylight
and the intensity of the sun's rays. In Abisko, for instance,
there is continuous daylight from May 28th until July 18th, i. e.

for a period of 50 days. During the winter, on the contrary,
the northernmost part of Norrland is plunged for a long time
into uninterrupted night.

The fall of rain and snow reaches an average of 20 inches
for the entire country, though it should be noted that the two
northernmost provinces register only 18 inches, much of this

coming down in the form of snow during the winter.
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Rein-deer herd in search of new pasturage.

FLORA AND FAUNA
If, geologically speaking, Sweden is one of the oldest countries

in the world, the flora and the fauna, on the contrary, are of

comparatively recent origin, for when the great inland-ice cap

finally melted, the parts of the country thus liberated were

devoid of animal or vegetable life. Shortly after this, during

the Ancylus period when the land in the south of Sweden
and in Denmark rose, by way of temporary reaction to the

cessation of the pressure of the ice, the Baltic was cut off

from the Cattegat by an isthmus, and along this strip of land

the first plants found their way to the mainland of Sweden.

By analyzing the pollen in the different strata of peat-bogs, it

is possible to reconstitute the history of our flora. The advance

of the forest towards the north was slow at first. The earliest

trees to gain a footing were the birch, the aspen and the pine.
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But during the period of postglacial amelioration which lasted

for about 7,000 years, terminating about 500 years before our
era, several species of less hardy trees immigrated to Sweden,
and the presence in the peat-bogs of Norrland of seeds from
these trees, proves that the climate was warmer then than it

is now. Forests of elm, ash, oak, linden, maple, etc. extended
over areas from which these species are today banished. To-
wards the close of this epoch, the end phase of which roughly
coincided with the Bronze Age, (circa 1800—500 B. C), we
received the last important addition to our forest flora, in the
shape of the spruce and the alder coming from the north-east

via Finland, and the beech from the south. During the period
of transition from the Bronze to the Iron Age, when the climate
became somewhat cooler — about the same as it is now —
the spruce began its victorious march towards the south, and
today spruce and pine are, from an economic point of view,

by far our most important tree species.

The variations in the climate between north and south have
affected the cultural potentialities of the soil and have led to
the formation of different vcgctational zones. The mountainous
zone in the north-west, lying above the tree-line, is followed
by a belt about 20 miles in width, in which only sparse and
stunted mountain birches and other such hardy trees grow.
From there on, there is a broad zone of conifers, uniform and
continuous in the north, but further south interspersed with
deciduous trees, often with cultivated tracts intervening. Finally

there comes the beech-zone, farthest to the south and south-west,
but this part of the country is comparatively thinly wooded,
agriculture having laid claim to the soil.

The fauna, no less than the flora, has been influenced by
the climatic variations between north and south. In the winter,
certain birds and animals such as the ptarmigan and the hare,

change their inconspicuous summer dress for a hibernal garb
of dazzling white. A special feature is the presence in the
summer of millions of migratory birds, coming from southern
climes to revisit their breeding haunts.

Wild animals play a relatively small part in the national
economy today, with the exception of the reindeer of Lapland,
though these creatures are to be regarded more in the light of

domestic animals, furnishing the Lapps, directly or indirectly,

with all the means of livelihood. The chief enemies of the
reindeer herds are the wolf and the wolverine; the bear and
the lynx, on the other hand, are dying out. The elk is the king
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of the nordic forests — the numbers are estimated at 50,000 —
and is found throughout the whole country, likewise the fox

and the hare, whereas the habitat of the deer and the roe is

restricted to the south of Sweden.

Wild fowl there are in abundance, for example capercailzie,

hazel-hen, black cock, partridge, woodcock etc. Duck, eider-

duck, the goose and the swan are the principal water fowl, and

countless smaller birds, birds of prey and lesser mammals, are

to be found in most parts of the country. The cattle are the

same as those generally met with in the north and west of

Europe.

Fish are of greater importance in the national economy than

game, even if only the fishing carried on in rivers, lakes

and coastal waters is taken into account. The salt water fish

caught on the west coast of Sweden are the same as those found

everywhere in the temperate zone of the North Atlantic. Of
these the herring is by far the most important, both as regards

the quantity caught, and exported. In the waters of the Baltic

and in the Gulf of Bothnia, which are deficient in salinity, a

small and very tasty variety of herring, known as stromming, is

fished. Among the many fresh water fish salmon, salmon-trout,

pike and perch are the chief objects of the anglers attention,

though there are many other kinds as well, providing good

sport.

POPULATION
The Swedes are fundamentally of Nordic race, and have been

less subject to intermixture than other peoples, a fact borne

out by their features and colouring. In Sweden, of course, as

everywhere else, there are infinite variations, but a fair, blue-eyed,

tall, dolichocephalous type is definitely predominant. In histori-

cal times large numbers of Finns and some thousands of

Walloons immigrated into Sweden; the first mentioned settling

chiefly in the province of Norrbotten, the latter in the mining

districts of central Sweden.
According to the census taken early in 1938, the population

of Sweden was 6,284,722, including approximately 34,000 Finns

and 6,500 Lapps. Figures for persons born in Sweden but living

abroad were in 1930 as follows: in the United States 595,250,

Canada 34,415, Norway 31,416 and in Denmark 31,379. The
number or people of Swedish descent in the U. S. A., in the
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first generation or in generations tracing further back, is figured

out to be at least two millions, and in Finland some 350,000
persons, that is to say 10 % of the population, are of Swedish
origin and speak Swedish.

The population of Sweden has increased slowly but steadily

during the last 200 years. In the year 1750 it was 1,780,000, in

1800 2,347,000, in 1850 3,482,000, and in 1900 5,136,000. The
increase proceeded at about the same rate during the first

quarter of the present century, but during recent years a re-

gressive tendency has been noticeable. The causes of this decline

and the possible measures for counteracting it are being made
the object of an official investigation.

The drift of the population from the rural districts to the

towns, owing to the progress of industrialisation, also presents

a problem which has attracted the attention of the authorities.

In 1850 only 10 % of the total population lived in the towns;

in 1900 the percentage was 21 % and in 1937 35 %• ^n 2 937
there were five cities in Sweden with a population of over 50,000
namely, Stockholm with 556,954, Gothenburg with 269,581,
Malmo with 147,796, Norrkoping with 68,474, anc^ Halsingborg

with 60,759.

The density of population in Sweden, which averages 39
persons per square mile, decreases for topographical and climatic

reasons as one proceeds north. About half of the total population,

i. c. 3,099,155 falls in Gotaland, the district south of the great

lakes, which comprises 1
/-

t of the total area of the country. The
density of population here is about 86 persons per sq. mile, as

against 5—8 per sq. mile in Upper Norrland. By way of comp-
arison it may be worth mentioning that the density of population

in Great Britain works out at 515 per sq. mile, and that of the

U. S. A. at 41 per sq. mile.
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HISTORICAL OUTLINE

Is was only at the end ot the glacial period when the great

Scandinavian glacier had receded, leaving the land fit for habit-

ation, that man began to make his way into what is now Sweden.
This occupation of the country took place very gradually during

a period of many thousands of years, but the country was broadly

speaking settled, and the nucleus of the Swedish people already

formed, before the end of the Stone Age, i. e. about 4,000 years

ago. Anthropological, archaeological, and philological researches

prove that the earliest inhabitants of the country were of

Germanic race, and that with the exception of the Finns

and Lapps in the extreme north, no appreciable immigra-

tion of other racial elements has taken place either in pre-

historic or historical times; consequently one can say that a

homogeneous Nordic people have remained unchallenged masters

of the country that forms present-day Sweden.

PREHISTORIC TIMES

The most noteworthy archaeological remains from the Stone

Age i. e. the period down to about 1800 B. C, are the large

number of monumental grave chambers in the south and west

of Sweden.
During the Bronze Age that followed (circa 1800 to 500 B. C.)

Sweden received sporadic cultural impulses from the Mediter-

ranean basin by way of the trade routes over Germania. Arms,

jewellery and other bronze objects however, made in Scandinavia

during this period, reach such a high level of artistic merit that

they are only excelled by those produced in Greece and the

Orient in the corresponding epochs. From the first phase of the

Bronze Age date the remarkable rock engravings which are

found in especial abundance in Bohuslan. These rock engrav-
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Bronze Age stone engravings at Finntoip, Bohuslan.

ings are generally of a dramatic nature and portray events
connected both with war and everyday life; religious themes are

also very common; still more conspicuous are the numerous en-
gravings of ships, telling a tale of seafaring adventure and enter-
prise. We can see from grave relics that the clans were governed
even at this early date by mighty chiefs. This Nordic culture
which although barbaric, rose nevertheless considerably above
the primitive level, was completely ignored by the Mediter-
ranean peoples who little suspected that in the unknown North
forces were growing to maturity that would one day overthrow
their might.

The first literary mention of Sweden is to be found in the
celebrated work "Germania" (98 A. D.) by the Roman historian

Tacitus. One of the two chief tribes, the Svear, then inhabiting
the land round Lake Malaren, is referred to by Tacitus under
the name Suiones; their kingdom is described by him as being
already well established and "mighty in ships and arms". It can
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consequently hardly have been constituted later than the pie-

Roman Iron Age, (about 500 B. C. — the Birth of Christ).

The other principal Swedish tribe, the Goths (Sw. Gotar),

whose lands lay south of those of the Svear, is first mentioned

under the designation Goutoi by the Greek geographer Ptolemy

(circa 150 A. D.). These Goths who inhabited what is today

Vastergotland, Ostergotland and the Island of Gotland, emigrat-

ed in great numbers, probably as early as thejrd century B. C.,

to the estuaries of the Oder and the Vistula. During the Roman

Iron Age (Birth of Christ — A. D. 400) many of these Goths,

together with other East Germanic tribes, wandered still farther

south and settled down on the shores of the Black Sea, where

they came under the influence of the Greco-Roman civilisation.

Connections with the mother country were, nevertheless, main-

tained and fresh reinforcements sometimes arrived from the

North, while, on the other hand, numbers of emigrants returned

home during the third and fourth centuries A. D., bringing

with them precious lore and introducing into Sweden, amongst

other things, the runic script.
_

South of the Goths dwelt a tribe called the Herules, and in

the 3rd century A. D. in the course of their migrations they

ravaged the coasts of the Roman Empire, finally settling down

along the lower Danube. The Herules, like the Goths, received

reinforcements from the land of their origin, and the Greek

historian Prokopios mentions that as late as the 6th century

A. D. they sent envoys to the people at home, requesting them

to send out a ruler of the old dynasty. The chosen chieftain,

accompanied by 200 warriors, is said to have found his way

down to his kinsmen, who at that time inhabited what is now

modern Hungary.

The civilisatory currents reaching Scandinavia from the out-

side world became stronger during the ensuing Period ot the

Folkwandeiings, 400—800 A. D., when the East and West Ger-

manic peoples swept over the decaying Roman Empire and

founded new states on its ruins. Emigrations, as mentioned

above, had previously taken place from Scandinavia, and many

East Germanic tribes no doubt owed their origin to these move-

ments, the settlements being reinforced over a long period by

fresh reserves. The Goths, the Herules, and probably also the

Burgundians and the Vandals, sprung up in this way. It is

therefore not surprising that in the 6th century A. D. the Gothic

historian fordanes speaks of Scandinavia, Skandza, ^as being

the "matrix and mould of the (East Germanic) peoples".
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Sweden's first contribution to world history also exercised a
deep influence on her inner political development. Though
the Goths enriched their country with plunder from abroad,
they suffered a disastrous diminution of their numbers, whereas
this was not the case with the Svear. The Anglo-Saxon Saga
Beowulf, which is based on contemporary Swedish tradition,
tells of mighty wars between the kingdom of the Svear (Swiorice)
and that of the Goths during the 6th century, and according
to other less authentic sources, the Goths were completely
vanquished in the battle of Bravalla Heath. They retained their
independence, however, for a long time to come and probably
only acknowledged the suzerainty of the King of the Svear.
One of the medieval Provincial Laws that rest on age-old oral
tradition declares that "through the union of the land of the
Suiones and the land of the Goths in heathen times, the king-
dom of Sweden was founded". It is now impossible to say
exactly when these two realms were united into one great
state, but it was in all probability about the year 600 or at all

events not later than 650; consequently Sweden as a national
political unit is of more ancient foundation than any other state
in Europe.

THE VIKING AGE
From the 9th century onwards, historically dependable sources

become more frequent, and the history of Sweden may really
be said to begin with the Viking period (800—1050 A. D.). The
expeditions of the Vikings that form such a remarkable chapter
in the history of the Nordic peoples were of a more specifically
national character than the wanderings of the Germanic tribes
established on the continent. Here it was not a case of tribal
migration but of carefully planned warlike and commercial
expeditions with definite aims in view.
During the Viking Age the Scandinavians were masters of the

European Seas. Their long narrow ships, generally equipped
with a single square sail and twenty pairs of oars, and manned
by fifty or more warriors, found their way to such distant lands
as Greenland, North America, Africa and Asia. From Denmark
and Norway, which countries were at this time consolidated as
national units, the Vikings went West. There are authentic
accounts in English history, dating as far back as 793, telling of
the ruthless plundering raids of the Vikings, and shortly after
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Expeditions of Swedish Vikings, 800—1050 A. D.

^—^— Trade routes.

• Trading colonies.

this, the Carolingian Empire was subjected to similar ravagings.

No independent expeditions were undertaken from Sweden
in a westerly direction, though many Swedish Vikings are

known to have taken part in these exploits. It was to the East
that the Swedes made their biggest thrust. The Baltic became
for the first time practically a Swedish inland sea, a situation

that was to arise again for a short period 800 years later.

4*



The Swedes made their way across the Baltic lands and pro-

ceeded up the rivers to the very heart of Russia, and during the

latter half of the 9th century one of their chieftains, Ruric,

founded at Novgorod a state that later, under his successors,

was to comprise the whole mighty realm of Russia. Indeed,

Russia received its name from its Swedish conquerors, the

"Rus" or "Rusi" as they were called, after the district on the

east coast of Sweden, Roden, Ruotsi, or Rots, whence they came

(the modern Roslagen north of Stockholm). Fresh expeditions

were continually setting out from the home country and as

late as 1034 a Swedish force aided Jaroslav, a descendant of

Ruric, to unite the country under his sway after a series of

bloody dynastic struggles. Gradually, however, the ruling class

came under the influence of the Slavs and widespread chaos

supervened.

The Russian adventure is to be regarded first and foremost

as a big-scale mercantile achievement (see page 188); but these

expeditions naturally brought in their wake many cultural in-

fluences through the intimate contact of the Swedish warriors

and traders with the peoples of Byzantium and the Orient.

Runic inscriptions at the Piraeus, and Arabian gold coins found

in the soil of Gotland, still bear witness to the time when
Swedes (Varangians) formed the bodyguard of the Byzantine

Emperors, and it was kinsmen of these warriors who in 907
vainly attempted to carry Constantinople by assault.

MEDIEVAL TIMES

The history of Sweden during the Middle Ages falls into

three epochs of widely divergent character.

During the early Middle Ages, 1050—1250, primeval modes
of life and thought were violently upset by the inbreak of new
forces and impulses, and the process of unifying the state, which

could only be encompassed at the expense of destroying provin-

cial independence, led to ceaseless political strife. We have

only a vague notion of actual events, but the main trend of the

times is discernible through the encircling gloom. Kings rise up

and vanish like shadows in a dream, one dynastic feud succeeds

another, Christianity gains ground in spite of the bitter and

obstinate resistance of Uppsala, the mightiest stronghold of pagan-

ism; the church undergoes organization but social life in the

main retains its primitive Germanic character.
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By about 1160 Christianity, after having been preached for

300 years in Sweden by Frankish and Anglo-Saxon missionaries

amidst every discouragement and persecution, had attained such
strength that King Eric, called Eric the Holy, was able to con-

duct his campaign against Finland in the guise of a crusade.

Finland was entirely subjugated and for 650 years formed an in-

tegral part of the Kingdom of Sweden.
During the second epoch of Swedish medieval history (1250—

1389), called the "Folkunga Period", after the reigning dynasty,

Sweden came into closer contact with contemporary European
culture and became part of the European political system. To-
wards the close of the preceding period, members of the Fol-

kunga clan had already been Earls of the Realm (Sw. Jar]) for

several generations, a position that presents a striking resem-

blance to the Franks' Mayor of the Palace during the Merovin-
gian period. The most outstanding figure of them all is Birger

Jarl, whose eldest son ascended the throne in the year 1250.

Birger Jarl (during whose reign Stockholm became the capital

of the country) accomplished a great work in unifying the king-

dom and establishing peace and security for its inhabitants.

The last epoch (1389—1521) is known as the "Union Period",

by reason of the repeated efforts then made to unite the three

Scandinavian countries into a puissant state under the hege-

mony of Denmark. This, however, called forth a strong natio-

nal reaction in Sweden which finally culminated in the disrup-

tion of the union. The first rising proceeded from the ranks

of the yeomen and the Dalecarlian miners, the solid stock of

the nation. Under the leadership of Engelbrekt Engelbrektsson

there was a thorough purge: the rule of the Danish bailiffs

was overthrown and the first Swedish Riksdag, in which all four

estates (nobility, clergy, burghers and peasantry) were represent-

ed, was convoked in the year 1435. Engelbrekt was however

murdered, and a time of dissension ensued during which a

number of bishops played most unpatriotic roles, thereby con-

siderably precipitating the fall of the Catholic Church.

At the head of the national party in Sweden stood the "Re-

gents of the Realm", chosen by the people from the gifted

and energetic members of the Sture family. The yoke of the

Danish king, Kristian II, finally became so unbearable after the

"Massacre of Stockholm" in 1520 that there was another popular

revolt and the union was overthrown; the usurpers were expelled

and the inspirer of the work of liberation, Gustavus Vasa, assum-

ed the Swedish throne.
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MODERN TIMES

An eminent Swedish historian has said: "The history of Swe-
den is the history of her kings", and it is a fact that, with a few
exceptions, the Swedish monarchs have been men of outstand-

ing personality whose influence has helped to shape both the

inner destiny and foreign policy of the country. The form of

government right down to 1809, save for a period of 50 years

in the middle of the 18th century, afforded the ruler great free-

dom of action so that his decisions vitally affected the whole land

for weal or woe.

The Reformation Era (1521—1611).

Gustavus Vasa, who reigned for nearly forty years was the

creator of Sweden as a modern state. His rule coincided with a

period in European history fraught with fateful change. Luther
and Melanchthon, Zwingli and Calvin, were setting an in-

effaceable stamp on the religious life of the world. Powerful
Renaissance princes like Charles V, Francis I, and Henry VIII,
were determining the fate of Western Europe. Gustavus Vasa
deserves to be ranged amongst these mighty monarchs, but he
does not emerge as a sovereign figure in European history as

his activities were confined to a poor and distant country, lying

outside the welter of European political strife.

When (in 1523) the task of freeing Sweden from the foreign

yoke was accomplished, and the distraught country returned to

comparative peace, Gustavus Vasa with the help of Luther's

disciple, Olaus Petri, set about reforming the Church. The spiri-

tual tutelage of the Roman Pontificate was thrown off in the
year 1527, and the wealth of the Church transferred to the

National Treasury. The supersession of Roman Catholicism led

to a general deterioration of cultural standards but the setback

proved to be only temporary.

The king also swept away the German and Hanseatic Trading
Corporations, which during the long period of internal feuds

had established something like a monopoly of all trade. The
king's conduct was often ruthless, to be sure, but his

actions were dictated by his conception of what was best for his

people. He gave a new impetus to trade and the country entered

upon a period of economic activity, only to be paralleled by the

uprise of modern industrialism.
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With indomitable energy he established an effective admin-

istration, reorganized the army and navy, and put the state

finances on a sound basis. All these readjustments could hardly

be effected without causing resentment in some quarters, but

all attempts at rebellion either on the part of the nobility or the

peasants were crushed with a heavy hand. The king was un-

questionably a hard taskmaster but as a famous poet put it:

"He cemented our Sweden from foundations to roof". During
the successive reigns of his three sons the edifice proved itself

capable of withstanding many severe storms. Dynastic strife

among the brothers, religious quarrels, and war with neigh-

bouring countries to the south and east, shook the state. Never-

theless its strength was such that during the reign of its crea-

tor's grandson, Gustavus Adolphus, it was able to make its

biggest contribution to world history.

The "Age of Greatness" (1611— iyi8).

When Gustavus II Adolphus, as a youth of 17, ascended the

throne on the death of his father, the vigorous Charles IX, he
also inherited three enemies and three wars then in progress.

When he had won the latter, thereby adding considerably to the

Swedish dominions, and consolidated his kingdom by a display

of constructive statesmanship at home, the outstanding achieve-

ment of his life still lay before him.
It was a fateful hour for both the king personally and his

people when in 1630 he decided to go to the aid of the perse-

cuted protestants in Germany. The Thirty Years' War was
raging, the Hapsburg Emperor had got the upper hand and it

seemed as if even the independence of the Scandinavian coun-

tries might be threatened. With a small but well disciplined

and loyal army, Gustavus Adolphus threw himself into the war
and won repeated victories over the Emperor and his allies,

operating with such swiftness and unerring success that Europe
was astounded. Already at the battle of Breitenfeld he succeeded
in dividing the forces of the Holy League and became thereby

the hero of the protestant world. Wiirzburg, Mayence, Nu-
remburg, Augsburg and Munich fell into his hands and he was
proceeding to threaten the hereditary domains of the Emperor,
when he had to turn north to parry a counter-offensive directed

against his ally Saxony. At the battle of Liitzen in 1632 Gusta-

vus Adolphus "the Golden King of the North", met his fate:

he fell on the field of battle leading his troops to victory.
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The brilliant reign of Gustavus Adolphus was a short one,

but through his intervention he succeeded in breaking the poli-

tical and religious bonds by which Europe was fettered through
the lust for power of emperors and popes. The King's work
was brought to an honourable close by the great Chancellor,

Axel Oxenstierna and his able generals, who, allied with France,

the enemy of the House of Ilabsburg, and the Protestant

Princes, dictated the terms of the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648,

which guaranteed liberty of conscience in Sweden and Europe.

The political result, as far as Sweden was concerned, was that

the country rose to the rank of great power, a position still

further enhanced by King Charles X, the warrior king who
succeeded the daughter of Gustavus Adolphus, Christina.

During the reign of Charles X, the southern and southwestern
provinces of Sweden, which had belonged to Denmark, were
finally incorporated in the Swedish realm, giving the country

its present natural frontiers. Through her colonies along the

southern Baltic littoral and at the mouths of the great German
rivers, and her control of Finland and the East Baltic territories,

Sweden was undisputed mistress of the Baltic Sea. The position

of the colonies on the periphery, however, was far too vulnerable

and the resources of the mother country too inadequate for the

maintenance of her ascendancy on the mainland.
During the last twenty years of the 17th century Sweden was

privileged to enjoy a period of peace that was as unusual as it was
beneficial. After practically a century of almost unceasing warfare,

the country now enjoyed a breathing space in which to rally its

spent powers and to consolidate its newly established position.

Charles XI, a king of rare energy, gave new stability to the

administration, consolidated the country's finances — often by
the most drastic measures — and radically reorganized the Army
and Navy so that the national defences were put in a state of

permanent readiness.

When Charles XII (1697—1718) succeeded his father, the

resources of the country were greater than ever before. Twenty
years later, nevertheless, the country was reduced to a state of

impoverishment and impotence, as a result of the heroic though
finally tragic participation in the Great Northern War (1700—
1721).

Denmark, Poland, and Russia, viewing Sweden's increasing

power with anxiety and envy, formed an offensive alliance, with

August II, King of Saxony and Poland as the moving spirit, and in

1700 they simultaneously opened hostilities. They were soon to
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Histoiic Kalmai Castle.

learn, however, of what mettle their opponent was made. The
boy king — he was only 18 years old — at once put himself at

the head of his army, which was destined to share with him
through numerous campaigns the most brilliant victories and
the severest of privations. Before a year had passed, Charles XII
had forced Denmark to withdraw, completely annihilated Czar
Peter the Great's army, many times more numerous than his

own, in the miraculous battle of Narva and driven the Saxon
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troops of August II out of the East Baltic states. Next year he

took Warsaw and in the years that followed gained victory after

victory so that his fame resounded throughout Europe.

Charles was, however, a man who was only satisfied with

definite results, and it was obvious to him that the union of

Poland and Saxony under the same king was a serious danger

to Sweden and must be dissolved. Poland he wished to see

under a ruler of her own, allied to Sweden. Furthermore,

Charles realised that Russia not only constituted a menace

to Sweden but to the polity of the Germanic peoples in general

and that therefore it was necessary to crush her. Such were

the aims of his policy but the task he had set himself was

a superhuman one. He brought August to terms at the peace of

Altranstadt in 1707, it is true, and also set about accomplishing

the second part of his task at the head of the most redoubt-

able army of the age, but he met the same fate that was to

overtake Napoleon a hundred years later when the French

Emperor tried to penetrate into the heart of Russia. It mattered

little how many victories he won, for he lost the last battle —
famine, cold and pestilence frustrating all his strategies.

After the disastrous battle of Poltava in 1709 the Swedish

ascendancy on the continent rapidly came to an end, for during

the 10 years that the war continued, Sweden had to rally all

her forces in self-defence and it was all she could do to keep

the enemy at bay. August II re-conquered Poland, Denmark
entered the war again, and during Charles' enforced and

prolonged sojourn in Turkey, Prussia and Hanover joined the

ranks of Sweden's enemies, and the Russians over-ran Finland.

Even England, by reason of her being united to Hannover
under the same ruler, took up a threatening attitude, and

though France remained true to the bonds of friendship sealed

during the time of Gustavus Adolphus, she remained passive.

After an absence of close on 15 years, Charles returned home
in 1714, and true to his genius, proceeded to plan new
offensives. Once again he managed to squeeze an army out of

his country, and his people, tested and tried almost beyond

human endurance, summoned up their last powers to aid him.

His enemies he disunited by astute diplomacy and once again

began to revolve mighty plans, but in 1718 death finally put

an end to the Carolcan saga. Charles fell at the siege of

Fredriksten in Norway, the second and last of latter day

European kings to fall in battle, his hero-fate being shared by

Gustavus Adolphus.
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The "Age oi Liberty' and the Gustavian Epoch.

There was no person able enough to step in and gather up
the reins, once the master hand of Charles XII was withdrawn;

the army was disbanded, the war-chest squandered and peace

negotiations conducted with a weak-kneed submissiveness,

whilst the king's pride-swollen and incompetent brother-in-law,

Prince Frederick of Hesse, gradually manoeuvered the sceptre

into his own grasp.

For this unhappy turn of events Charles XII and his father

must themselves partly be held to blame, for the gifted, duty-

conscious nobility who in such an admirable way had carried

Gustavus Adolphus' work to fulfilment after that monarch's

sudden death, had been brought to ruin by Charles XI's confisc-

ations and had lost their vigour of action, whilst a corps of

officials took their place wholly lacking in independence of

spirit. Charles XII's dictatorial rule, moreover, had stifled private

initiative and this indubitably contributed to make the suc-

ceeding 50 years the most featureless in Swedish history.

The new-adopted constitution placed all responsibility in the

hands of the Riksdag (now spoken of as the "All-powerful

Estates of the Realm") and the king was reduced to the position

of a mere figurehead. That the government need not necessarily

become a will-less instrument under the thumb of the Riksdag

majority was proved by Count Arvid Horn, as long as that

intrepid Carolean warrior held the position of "President of

the Chancellery". With his overthrow, however, all sense and
moderation vanished from political life. The Estates interfered

with every detail of the administration, with the result that

servility and corruption flourished unchecked. This period of

Swedish history goes under the name of "The Age of

Liberty" — a designation tinged with no small degree of irony

in the eyes of posterity. Power was in the hands of the party

dominant for the time being and the much vaunted "Liberty"

consisted of a freedom on the part of members of the ascendant

faction to line their own pockets, to the public detriment.

Various measures however, taken during this period to im-

prove industry and trade, led to results of lasting value, even

if extravagance and ill-advised subventions often caused

economic setbacks. Literature and art were actively encouraged

by the Estates and science enjoyed a true and fruitful freedom,

very different from the caricature of freedom represented by

the political life of the times.

52



After two incredibly mismanaged wars — the one in con-
nection with the War of the Austrian Succession, when to

comply with the wish of her old ally France, Sweden attacked
Russia (in 1741), the other in connnection with the Seven
Years' War 1756—1763, when France asked Sweden for her
almost valueless assistance in the war with Frederick the
Great of Prussia — and after a series of financial crises,

the "Age of Liberty" ended in a climax of unbridled poli-

tical licence and misrule and the party regime fell like a rotten

fruit (1772).

As Crown Prince, Gustavus III (1771—1792) had already

firmly resolved that when he came to the throne, he would
make an end of party strife. But failing to accomplish his aim
by constitutional methods, he proceeded to execute a hazardous
though bloodless coup d'etat, the year after he ascended the
throne. His first measure was to reintroduce the form of constitu-

tion, based on the division of power, which had been forged

during the age of Gustavus Adolphus, but in 1789, circumstances
forced the king to assume the role of absolute monarch, as

Charles XI and Charles XII had done.

The first ten years of the reign of Gustavus III were happy
in respect of both internal and foreign policy. The king suc-

ceeded in restoring Sweden's prestige abroad; though whilst

preserving an attitude of constant friendliness towards France,

he totally isolated himself from her politically. WTien France
took the side of America in the War of Independence, he
refused to come to her aid, being unwilling to expose his newly-
built navy to the hazard of a conflict with the English. He
preferred, together with Denmark and Russia, for the first time
in history, to give a practical application of the principle of

Armed Neutrality. When the war was over, Sweden was the

first country to recognize the United States and to conclude
a treaty of friendship and commerce with the new republic.

In 1788, a Swedish attack on Russia nearly led to a

catastrophe, for a number of officers of the nobility openly
mutinied and wanted to impeach the king for waging a war
of aggression against another country without the consent of

the Riksdag, and in open conflict with the constitution. Den-
mark at this juncture, however, declared war on Sweden and
this proved the King's salvation. He returned immediately to

Stockholm and by travelling throughout the country, so in-

flamed the patriotism of the people and organized the defences

with such dispatch that Denmark withdrew and agreed to peace.
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In this way the King re-asserted his authority, made himself
absolute monarch, brought the war against his mighty adversary

Russia to a successful termination and thereby enhanced his

own reputation no less than that of his country. However, hatred
and envy still seethed in the secret hearts of the mutineers of

1788, and in 1792 they took a despicable revenge by murdering
the King at an Opera masquerade.
No Swede has ever done more to further the intellectual and

artistic life of his country than Gustavus III. At his brilliant

court, which was modelled on that of the French Kings, he
surrounded himself with all that his country had to offer in

the way of beauty and genius, and in spite of his vanity and
love of show, he was animated by a warm and sincere desire

to raise his countrymen's achievements in literature, science

and the arts to the highest pinnacle, and thereby to add lustre

to his own person and the name of Sweden. Nor did his

efforts fail to secure the fruits of genius.

The King was a man of great gifts and an astute politician

though he was lacking in perseverance and firmness of character.

He loved magnificence and the life of pleasure, for the sake of

which he often neglected his duties, but at critical moments
he displayed the most astonishing energy and a strength of
purpose like a steel-spring in the service of his country which
he loved with romantic fervour. He was hated and loved,

despised and admired, a man with many faults but a great King.
Gustavus III was killed at a time when his country stood

most in need of him. The storm of the French Revolution
had broken, the fantastic drama of the revolutionary wars had
begun, and Napoleon, who had turned Europe into a battle-

field, soon made his power felt even in the far north. Gustavus
IV Adolphus, a man of upright character and a high sense of

duty, though unfortunately narrow in outlook and obstinate to

a fault, showed himself the implacable enemy of Napoleon.
After the Treaty of Tilsit between Napoleon and the Czar of

Russia, it was agreed that the latter was to chastise the Swedes,
a task which he most willingly undertook. In the war which
followed, 1808—1809, Sweden lost the last remnants of what
had been her proud East Baltic Empire when Finland, whose
fortunes for better or for worse had been linked with Sweden's
for 650 years, was lost to the Russians. The King, indeed,

cannot be alone held responsible for the incompetent way in

which the war was managed, but he had to bear the blame
for the catastrophe nevertheless, and was deposed in 1809.
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The lgth Century. Modern Democracy.

During the 20 years period of absolute monarchy 1789—1809,
the dangers accompanying such a form of government became
self-evident. Accordingly the new constitution adopted in 1809,

aimed at establishing a reasonable balance of power between
King and Riksdag. The originators of this constitution, which

in its main features is still in effect (see page 71), retained what
was unquestionably meritorious in the former liberal con-

stitution of 1720, and also incorporated some of the parlia-

mentary traditions built up during the "Age of Liberty", but
they also paid due regard to the 17th century principle of the

separation of powers. The constitution of 1809 therefore, unlike

the many other constitutions formed in Europe after the French
Revolution, stands as an expression of the country's own
development.

When the new constitution had been adopted, and the en-

feebled and childless uncle of the deposed King had ascended
the throne, it remained to find a suitable successor. After the

sudden death of the first candidate, a Prince of Holstein, a

crisis arose and certain radical elements amongst the officers

in the aimy made an earnest appeal for the offering of the

succession to one of Napoleon's renowned field-marshals. The
proposal found support and a young courier was sent to Paris

in 1810, where he behaved himself in a somewhat high-handed
fashion, and Marshal Bernadotte was chosen Crown Prince of

Sweden under the name of Carl Johan (Charles John).
Napoleon undoubtedly felt this choice as a compliment to him-
self, but he could not suppress a feeling of anxiety, because
Bernadotte, who was of a highly independent nature, had, in

contrast to the other Marshals of Napoleon, held aloof from
the Emperor, realising that his power might well soon be
overthrown.

On his arrival in Sweden, Charles John took the lead of affairs

in his own hand, and firmly resolved, when the decisive moment
in the clash between Napoleon and the European powers came,
to stand on the winning side. With this object in view, he
allied himself with England and Russia and at the head of a

Swedish army, took part in the operations of the mighty army
of the North which culminated in the battle of Leipzig in

1813. As a compensation for his share in the struggle, Bernadotte
had stipulated that Norway, which at that time belonged to

Napoleon's ally, Denmark, should be ceded to Sweden. His
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plans simply to incorporate Norway with Sweden there and
then, were frustrated however by the Norwegian independence
movement; but when a Swedish army marched into the

country in 1814, the Norwegians had to yield, and a union

between the two countries under the same Sovereign was brought

about, with Sweden as the paramount power. From this time

down to the present, Sweden has enjoyed a period of uninter-

rupted peace, which offers a truly striking contrast to the

stormy and dramatic struggles of preceding epochs.

The policy of Charles John was to maintain friendly relation-

ships with all other nations, and in this he succeded to an

unexpected degree. In matters of national policy the King often

met with severe opposition on account of his impetuous nature,

his lack of understanding of the traditions of the country and
the sometimes unnecessary steps he took in order to prevent the

feared possibility of a revolt. His loyalty to the country and his

generally wise constitutional measures, however, gained for him
the respect of the whole nation so that when death closed his

romantic career in 1844 he was mourned by a grateful people.

Steady social and economic progress were the distinguish-

ing features of the following period. In 1866 the Riksdag was

reconstructed and the more democratic bi-cameral system in-

troduced, a reform further completed by the granting of

universal suffrage (see page 73). Sweden, heretofore impoverished

by constant wars, now began to recover and at the turn of the

century stood on the threshold of a period of great economic

expansion.

The threatening disturbances that every now and then made
themselves felt between Norway and Sweden were banished

once and for all in 1905 by the friendly dissolution of the union

between the two countries, a step which only served as it

proved, to bring them still closer together. By the time the

Great War broke out, it was apparent that friction between the

Scandinavian countries had ceased and that they were strong

enough to maintain a common neutrality. In 1914, on the

initiative of King Gustaf V, a conference was held at Malmo
between the kings, prime ministers and foreign ministers of

Denmark, Norway and Sweden. This united action on the

part of the Scandinavian countries aroused the respect of the

warring countries, and the fruitful co-operation between them,

in which Finland, since she freed herself from Russia, has

also partaken, has added to their strength and made the North

known as "the quiet corner of Europe".
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Chronological table

of the Swedish kings.

A fairly complete and accurate list of Swedish regents can
be drawn up from as remote times as the sixth century. A
dynastic system was introduced with the Stenkil dynasty (about

1060—1122) followed by the Sverker and Eric dynasties (1130—
1250) and the Folkunga dynasty (1250—1365), after whose reign

came the Union Period with Danish kings and Swedish "regents

of the realm" alternating until the rise of the national Vasa
dynasty 1521.

The Vasa Dynasty:
Gustavus (I) Vasa (Regent of the Realm: 1521—1523, King:

1523-1560).
Eric XIV (1560-1568).
John III (1568-1592).
Sigismund (1592—1599).
Charles IX (Regent of the Realm: 1599—1604, King: 1604—

1611).

Gustavus (II) Adolphus (1611—1632).
Christina (1632—1654, regency: 1632—1644).

The Palatine Branch:
Charles X Gustavus (1654—1660).
Charles XI (1660—1697, regency: 1660—1672). •

Charles XII (1697-1718).
Ulrica-Eleonore (1718—1720)

married:

Frederic (I) of Hesse (1720—1751).

The Branch oi H o J s t c i n-G o 1 1 o r p:

Adolphus-Frederic (1751—1771).
Gustavus III (1771—1792).
Gustavus IV Adolphus (1792—1809, regency: 1792—1796).
Charles XIII (1809-1818).

The Bcrnadotte Dynasty:
Charles XIV John (1818-1844).
Oscar 1 (1844—1859).
Charles XV (1859-1872).
Oscar II (1872—1907).
Gustaf V (1907- ).
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THE STATE AND ITS CITIZENS

Sweden felt little the repercussion of the violent political

upheavals which followed in the train of the French Revolution

and by which many continental states were riven asunder to be

rebuilt on fundamentally different principles; she thus preserved

many important institutions of a somewhat antiquated char-

acter. The explanation of this characteristic trait — which,

by the way, Sweden shares in common with England — is to be

found in the fact that individual freedom and constitutionalism

were already firmly established in Sweden long before the

transition to liberal constitutional systems began to take place

in the more or less autocratically ruled continental states. In a

country where political freedom is an inheritance from the

ancient past, it is a comparatively simple matter to modify or re-

construct old forms and institutions when changes are demand-

ed by the spirit of the times. Such institutions possess a vitality

which one seeks for in vain in countries long subject to the

stupifying influence of an absolute monarchy or in states where

all sense of civic responsibility has been undermined by a period

of prolonged and outrageous demagogy. In Sweden therefore as

in England, it has been possible to preserve subtle political dis-

tinctions in public life which are of great value, and by no

means to be regarded as signs of arrested development; on the

contrary, they bear witness to maturity of political thought in

those peoples.

The most striking feature of the internal development of the

country during the present century has been the gradual fusion

of an ancient and powerful bureaucracy and a modern democracy,

and the emergence of a stable and harmonious body politic.

An effective centralised administrative body was established in

Sweden at an earlier date perhaps than in any other state in

Europe, end it has survived in its essential features down to the
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present time. After a period of practical experimentation this

form of administration was legalised in the Constitution of 1634.
Since then it has been altered, enlarged and improved upon, but
the main outlines of the original scheme remain. Sweden's firm-

set administrative system has been safeguarded, however, from
the possible dangers of stagnation and isolation by the main-
tenance of constant touch with the active political life of the

times. Leadership, both administrative and political, has been in

the hands of the King's advisers, RiksrMet (The Council of the
Realm) and later Statsradet (The Cabinet).

One of the principal factors making for political enlightenment
is the freedom long accorded to the Swedish press, thanks to

which the influence of public opinion can be brought to bear
on every Government measure. As a result of this, it has been
possible for the administrative system of the country to adapt
itself without unnecessary friction to the different forms of

government represented by monarchy, more or less absolute,

constitutional monarchy and thorough-going parliamentarianism.

Under each and all of these various forms, civil servants have
won a reputation for independence of character, judgement and
efficiency, whilst the authority of the Riksdag and the criticism

of the Press, have constituted a guarantee against their influence

exceeding reasonable limits.

THE ROYAL FAMILY
Oscar GUSTAF (V) Adolf, King of Sweden, the Goths and

the Wends, born at Drottningholm Palace June 16, 1858.
Ascended the Throne December 8, 1907. Married, September
20, 1881, Sophie Maria VICTORIA, Princess of Baden, born
August 7, 1862, died at the Villa Svezia in Rome, April 4, 1930.

The King's Sons:

1. Oscar Fredrik Wilhelm Olaf GUSTAF ADOLF, Crown
Prince of Sweden, Duke of Skane, born in Stockholm November
ii, 1882. Married: (1) June 15, 1905, MARGARET, Princess
of Great Britain and Ireland, born January 15, 1882, died May
1, 1920; (2) November 3, 1923, LOUISE Alexandra Marie
Irene, Crown Princess of Sweden, Duchess of Skane, Princess
of Battenberg, born July 13, 1889.
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Gustaf V (1907— ).



Crown Prince Gustaf Adolf.



Crown Princess Louise.



Children of the first marriage:

GUSTAF ADOLF Oscar Fredrik Arthur Edmund, Hereditary

Prince of Sweden, Duke of Vasterbotten, bom in Stockholm

April 22, 1906. Married, October 20, 1932 SIBYLLA Calma

Alice Bathildis Feodora, Princess of Sweden, Duchess of Vaster-

botten, Princess of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, born January 18, 1908.

MARGARETHA Desirce Victoria, Princess of Sweden, born

October 31, 1934, at Haga Chateau.

BIRG1TTA Ingeborg Alice, Princess of Sweden, born January

10 iQ37 at Haga Chateau.

DESIREE Elisabeth Sibylla, Princess of Sweden, born June 2,

1938, at Haga Chateau.

INGRID Victoria Sofia Louise Margareta, Princess of Sweden,

born in Stockholm March 28, 1910. Married, May 24, 1935,

FREDERIK, Crown Prince of Denmark and Iceland.

BERTIL Gustaf Oscar Carl Eugen, Hereditary Prince ot

Sweden, Duke of Halland, born in Stockholm February 28, 1912.

CARL JOHAN Arthur, Hereditary Prince of Sweden, Duke

of Dalarna, born in Stockholm October 31, 1916.

2 Carl WILHELM Ludvig, Hereditary Prince of Sweden,

Duke of Sodermanland, born at Tullgarn Chateau, June 17, 1884.

The Kings Brothers:

1. Prince Bernadotte (see below).

2 Oscar CARL Wilhelm, Hereditary Prince of Sweden Duke

of Vastergotland, born in Stockholm February 27, 1861. Married,

Ausust 27, 1897, INGEBORG Charlotta Carolina Frednka

Lovisa, Princess of Sweden, Duchess of Vastergotland, Princess

of Denmark, born August 12, 1878.

Children: , c ,

MARGARETHA Sofia Lovisa Ingeborg, Princess of Sweden,

born in Stockholm June 25, 1899. Married, May 22, 1919, AXEL,

Prince of Denmark.
MARTHA Sofia Lovisa Dagmar Thyra, Princess of Sweden,

born in Stockholm March 28, 1901. Married, March 21, 1929,

OLAV, Crown Prince of Norway.

1 EUGEN Napoleon Nicolaus, Hereditary Prince of Sweden,

Duke of Narke, born at Drottningholm Palace August 1, 1865.
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The Royal Palace, Stockholm.
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Prince Bernadotte, eldest brother ofthe King, born m Stockholm November 15, ^59. Created Counof Wisborg by the Grand Duke of Luxembourg April 2 i8q2Married March 15, l888, Ebba Henrietta Munc/of Fu kila

de^wlborg
Gn 3re StyICd C°UntS 3nd C°Untesses Bcrnadotte

65



THE MONARCHY
From a political point of view, Sweden affords an example of

a country with a democratic system o government consti uted

on logical principles throughout. At the centre of this system,

however stands the Monarch, his authority preserved intact.

"TpSsent-day political phraseology the King is oftengermed

"The First Power of the State", which implies that the person

of the Kng represents the sum total of the State's political

competence On the other hand, there is no doubt that as a

reuft of the remarkable progress of parliamentarians in

Sweden during the last century, the King no longer exercises

Ae great SLl influence which the 1809 Constitution allows

m
§

Hii power has been transferred to the King and his

advisers L e. to the King in Council, "The Royal Majesty

(Kunghg Ma/estat), according to the official designation
(

The Bernadotte dynasty, through their keen sense of duty

and their lively interest in social and national problems, have

acquued a very intimate knowledge of the different phases of

Swedish life It may be mentioned that the members of theSfI not only extend generous patronage to the

cScs herature and the arts, sports and charitable causes,

ST&mSSSi a distinguished part> all. these activities

thcmselves.Their honourable and obviously sincere de reJo
fulfil their duty in every way, has won for them the respect

and love of the entire Swedish people and has given added

strength to the Royal House. ,

A certain inevitable banality seems to attach to the life of

these modern days but it has been powerless wholly to banish

te traditional ceremonial of the Court. The Swedes have never

exhibTted any especial weakness for the pomp and ceremony

of state- indeed those monarchs who have been lovers of

Kxury are held up by history primarily as warning examples.

Notlit what a certain amount of dignity and^a^cence

has alwavs been appreciated on those occasions when the King,

accompanied by his" family, appears as. the Hereditary Governor

of the Realm. Such occasions are, in the nature of things,

rather rare - when, for example, some foreign potentate visits

the capTtal or there is an important event in the family circle

Once a year, however, when the King meets the /epresentatives

chosen by his people at the formal opening of the R^ag,

which1 takes place in the Throne Chamber at the Royal Palace

^tenn^ffly ceremonial is observed under forms hallowed
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Ceremonial opening of the Riksdag in the ThroneChamber of the Royal Palace.

political lite and it is only fit and proper, therefore that Hip

THE CHURCH

•jJSf
'ink b£tWeen

£hurch and State has been very close inSweden ever smce Reformation times, when the ,e ormedrehg.on was mtroduced into the country by Custavus Vasaportly after .520. The King and his Cabinet musfprofess "he

be LardeTr iSS 5 S C'e™ 0n the oth« ^nd maybe regarded to a certain extent as civil servants, inasmuch as
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tl,ev are oblieed to act as public registrars. Tire representative

body of tie
5
Church is the Church Assembly, of which the

Sp" are ex officio members. There are 60 other members

nf which half are clergy and the rest laymen.
°fm Church Assemgfy is convened every five years, or more

often if necessary, and deals with religious, liturgical and

c esia^rqu^ons. To be. valid, decisions howev* mus

be promulgated by the King in Council and on matters ot

church law! must be sanctioned also by the Riksdag On the

other hand the Church Assembly has the^of^g
the King and Riksdag in matters pertaining to the Unircii

The clergy receive their theological training at the universities

of UppsaTa
§y
and Lund. They are elected by the parishes accord-

ngTvery democratic principles, this right of election origin-

S in the immemorial right of self-government enjoyed bj

^peasants. Sweden is divided into " dioeeses;
(

fte Jm
tfrative authoritv of the diocese is the Chapter, of which the

; on ^Chairman. The Episcopate is thus a constitutional

ofeVswedn Since uo/the bishop of Uppsala has been

Archbishop of Sweden, but this dignity does not carry with

it- anv hierarchical privileges.
,

Apart from the Metho'dist Church, which numbers i;go

souls only insignificant sects have seceded from the State

Churdi? tlic othc? large dissenting bodies having remai^thm
the Church although opposed to the association of Church and

Statct There are 3,500 Roman Catholics in Sweden and 6,500

rw»nnie confessing the Mosaic faith.
1

ifswcd s cc
g
cles,astical history several great figures emerge

who have exercised a potent influence on the development of

Sre fife of the Church. The gospel was first preached by Ansgar

"the Apostle of the North", a monk from the Bened.c me

abbey at Corbie in Pieardy, who arrived at the town of Birka

on Lake Malaren in 829. lie devoted 3 5
years

;
of his 1, e to

missionary work in the North, although kJbndftgwM
Sweden twice, spending a comparatively short time there The

final victory of Christiamty m Sweden may be said to coincide

with the reign of Eric the Holy 1155-1160, and with St. Bridget

^o ?
-i 375 Sweden began to take an active share in the hfe

0f

Tne o&^sta^personalities of the Reformation Era

anart from King Gustavus Vasa himself, were Olaus Petri the

Smer and his brother Archbishop Laurentius Petri whose

"ours "ret with such response from the people that within
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yo years Catholicism was a spent force, the Convocation of

Uppsala in 1593 marking its final collapse.

It is well known what an important part was played by

Gustavus Adolphus in shaping the life of the Evangelical

Church; furthermore, throughout the country, energetic bishops

laboured for the religious, moral and educational uplift of the

Sweden's greatest hymn-writer, Archbishop J.
O. Wallin,

collected materials and published in 1819 the Church of Sweden

Hymnal, which was not revised until quite recently. The figure

of Archbishop Nathan Soderblom (d. 1931) dominates the latter

day life of the Swedish Church; the vigour of the world-wide

Ecumenical Movement is due to his inspiration.

The Swedes can hardly be termed a deeply religious people but

the work of the Church meets with appreciation and goodwill

even in positivist and rationalist circles. The most important

Swedish religious community outside Sweden, is the Swedish-

speaking section of the Church of Finland (about 370,000)

and the Augustana-Synod in North America, which has about

320,000 members and nearly 600,000 adherents.

THE LEGAL SYSTEM
The regulations governing legal procedure in Sweden are

based mainly on the Law of 1734, though many amendments

have been made since then. The fact that judicial procedure

in Sweden has remained practically unchanged for 200 years

is proof that it is a true reflector of the Swedish people's con-

ception of justice; the Courts enjoy full public confidence

because the judges are known to be impartial and independent

of political changes. Efforts have been made in recent years

to modernise procedure, but so far they have not led to any

absolute reform.

In the first instance, towns and rural districts are under

separate jurisdiction; rural districts have a Court of Assizes

(Haradsratt), the towns a Borough Magistrate's Court (Radhus-

ratt); a number of small towns however, come under the jurisdic-

tion 'of the former. These courts are of equal competence and

handle all civil and criminal cases indiscriminately. Only cases

dealing with the freedom of the press are tried by jury.

In the second instance, there are four Courts of Appeal (Hov-

ratt); the Svea Hovratt in Stockholm, the Gota Hovratt in J6n-
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kopmg, the Hovratt for Skane and Blekinge in Malmo and
the Hovratt for Upper Norrland in Umea. Appeal from Courts
ot the first instance is granted in all cases, both civil and criminal
and fresh evidence may be submitted. The procedure is generally
in writing. In certain cases the verdict of the Hovidtt is final
and no further appeal can be made.
The court of highest instance is the Supreme Court of

Justice in Stockholm (Hogsta Domstokn), which has 24 mem-
bers divided among various departments. The cases are prepared
by an investigation committee, the Lower Court of Chancery
(Nedie Jushherevisionen), and not only are verdicts and the
application of the law examined by this department but evidence
is also scrutinised, the whole procedure taking place in written
form.

There are, apart from these general courts, special courts for
dealing with particular cases, such as The Water Tribunal
Courts Martial, and Police Courts in certain of the larger towns!
Cases turning on questions of administration are generally sub-
mitted to the respective authorities, and the Supreme Admi-
nistrative Court (Regeringsratten) delivers the verdict in the
highest instance.

The highest prosecuting authority in the State is represented
by the Attorney-General (/ustitiekansler). The ministry of Justice,
however, has not any competence whatever to intervene in the
actual dispensation of justice.

THE CONSTITUTION
The present constitution was adopted on June 6th, 1809, at

a time when the disadvantages of political extremism in the
direction either of reactionary absolutism or advanced radicalism
were all too vividly present in the public mind, so that a balanced
division of power appeared the great desideratum and, at the
same time, the paying of a due regard to the deep-rooted tra-
ditions of the country.

The fundamental statutes are four in number: the Law of the
Constitution, the Law of the Succession, the Riksdag Procedure
Law, and the Freedom of the Press Law. The most important
of these is the Law of the Constitution which stands more or
less in its original form. A new Order of Succession was
established in 1810 when Marshal Bemadotte was elected Crown
Prince of Sweden. The Press Law was altered in 1812 and a
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new Riksdag Procedure Law came into force in 1866 (preceded

by the Communal Laws of 1862), when the old four-Estates

Riksdag was superseded by a bi-cameral system.

According to the constitution of 1809, the executive and the

judiciary power is exercised by the King alone, i. e. the King in

Council in other words the Government. The legislative power

is exercised by the King and the Riksdag together, both possessing

the right of absolute veto, but the Riksdag alone possesses the

immemorial prerogative of the Swedish people themselves to

tax themselves".

In exercising his administrative power, the King is bound to

consult his Cabinet before coming to any decision. The Cabinet

consists of 12 members headed by the Prime Minister; and as

the Riksdag, through one of its committees, has the right to

full cognizance of all acts and dealings of the Cabinet and holds

members responsible, effective control of the executive is

ensured. The King's judicial power is exercised in his name

by the Supreme Court in cases that have already been dealt

with by the ordinary courts, and by the Supreme Administrative

Court in cases that have been handled by the administrative

authorities. A delegation composed of members from both of

these courts, the Law Council, examines all bills to be sub-

mitted to the Riksdag.
.

The constitution, in accordance with ancient tradition,

prescribes detailed regulations concerning State administration.

Judges, like other civil servants, are appointed by the King, and,

with a few exceptions, may not be dismissed except for miscon-

duct, and then only after legal examination and judgement. The

Riksdag, however, possesses special bodies whose function it

is to keep a check on all servants of the Crown, so that their

strong and independent position may not be abused and lead

to the squandering of public money and high-handed action

in the Courts. A sharp control over budgetary appropriations

and grants is exercised by the State Auditors, and the civil and

military administrations are supervised, on behalf of the Riksdag,

by the Civil Procurator General ffustitieombudsman) and the

Military Procurator General (Militieombudsman) respectively.

Any citizen may appeal to these functionaries chosen by Parlia-

ment in the event of their feeling unjustly treated by the legal,

military or civil authorities. This way of safeguarding the liberty

and privileges of citizens is peculiar to the Swedish constitution,

and is typical of the intricate system of checks and balances that

runs through the whole of Swedish political life.
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Royal Proclamation on the occasion of the Sooth anniversary of the Riksdag.

THE RIKSDAG
The Swedish Riksdag, which, next to the English Parliament

is the oldest representative body in Europe, dates from the year
1435, when a general popular assembly was summoned at Ar-
boga. the 500th amversary of this event was celebrated in thesame town m 193c. The institution remained unaltered until
comparatively modern times, when the general shift in the
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composition and distribution of the population, occasioned by

the rise of industrialism, began to make itself felt. The ancient

Riksdag comprised four Estates - the Nobility, the Clergy

the Burghers and the Peasants - all enjoying equal rights, but

this was replaced by a parliament divided into a First and

Second Chamber possessing equal power and competence in

all matters. The most important amendments to the Riksdag

Law of 1866 were made in 1909 when universal male suffrage

and proportional representation were introduced. In 1921 women

were enfranchised and given the right to sit in the Riksdag.

The First Chamber consists of 150 members, who are elected

for a period of 8 years by the County Councils (Landstmg) or in

certain of the bigger towns, by a specially appointed panel ot

electors, who, like the members of the County Councils, are

chosen by general communal election. For eligibility it is ne-

cessary to have attained the age of 35.

The Second Chamber is composed of 230 members, who are

elected directly by the people at the general elections every four

years For eligibility to this Chamber the age of 23 years must

have been reached. The personal factor is conspicuous by its

absence in a Swedish election, for under the system of propor-

tional representation, votes are cast for party lists, on which

candidates' names are ranged in a certain order

Since 1800 the democratic trend of the times has led to the

steady increase of the power of the Riksdag at the expense of

the Crown, but thanks to the elasticity of the constitution few

modifications have had to be made. Apart from the far-reaching

authority which the Riksdag exercises through its various organs

of administrational control, some of which have already been

mentioned, the Riksdag controls directly two important insti-

tutions, namely the Riksbank (the Bank of Sweden) and the

National Debt Office.

THE ADMINISTRATION

Central Government.

The Cabinet consists of the Prime Minister, the heads of the

State Departments and 2-3 Ministers without portfolio, lne

Central Administration lies in the hands of the 9 Departments

of State, which prepare all government business preparatory

to its submission to the Cabinet, and through which all Govern-
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ment resolutions are promulgated. These 9 departments, together
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Provincial Government.

For purposes of general administration, the country is dividedup into 24 Ian (nearest equivalent: county) plus Stockholm which
forms a unit by itself. The division into fan dates back to the
Constitution of 1634, the Ian for the most part, though not al-
ways corresponding to the old provinces which can only be re-
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fSSing a ge°graPhica l ^d historical significance.
At the head of each county administration is a Governor (lands-hovdmg) as official representative of the Crown. The same func-

mi?
1S

/^!
lHed

^
n Stockholm by a Governor-General (overstat-

nal/are;. These Governors have far-reaching powers on questions
ot administration and public order, combining the highest exe-
cutive function with supreme police authority in their respective
provinces. r

Each county has its County Council (Iandsting) the members
of which are elected for four years by the communes. These
councils meet annually in September to handle and regulate
questions of importance to the county that do not fall within the
direct competence of the Government authorities, such as those
relating to roads, agriculture and other branches of economic
activity, and above all primary education and hygiene.

Communal Government.

Local self-government, in the narrow sense of the word, which
rests on age-old tradition, has not undergone progressive and
uninterrupted development; it was in fact nearly wiped out in
the 17th and 18th centuries, at least in the rural districts The
need, however, for re-establishing and regulating this local self-
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government began to make itself felt and took shape in the com-

munal laws of 1862, whereby county councils and communal

administrative organs were set up. This was, incidentally, a

necessary preliminary step to the carrying into effect of the re-

form of the Riksdag in 1866, mentioned above. In each com-

mune the inhabitants are, through their communal assemblies

or councils in the country, and the municipal councils in the

towns, responsible for public order and administration. Public

utilities, such as gas- and water-works, power stations, tram and

bus services, and also harbours, are owned and managed directly

by the municipality or its agents. The powers of these commu-

nal administrations, especially in the larger towns, have been aug-

mented very materially in recent years and their influence in-

creasingly pervades all branches of social life. Local taxation is

a matter of vital importance to the citizen and he keeps a watch-

ful eye on public expenditure, so much so that local elections

are contested with all the eagerness and party enthusiasm of a

general election.

THE POLITICAL SITUATION

The evolution of modern democracy in Sweden has proceed-

ed at a swift pace and there has been a marked absence of any

serious friction. A glance at some recent events may be of inter-

est
"

Hjalmar Branting (died 1924) was the first Social-Democrat

to be elected to the Riksdag. This was in 1896. Under his skilled

leadership the party grew in inward strength, co-operating inti-

mately with the trade unions, and in 1917 Branting was able to

form a coalition government with the Liberals. Three years later

he was at the head of the first purely Social-Democratic govern-

ment. Since then there have been three such governments in

power, the last one from 1932 to May 1936, under the leader-

ship of P. A. Hansson as Prime Minister. For the position since

1936 see below. .

From the turn of the century down to the Great War the

struggle for political power lay between the Conservatives and

the Liberals, the latter under the leadership of an able politician

Karl Staaf (died 1915) who, however, fell at the beginning of

1914 on the question of national defence. The Liberal Party and

the closely allied Popular Party have indeed enjoyed political

power since then, but only as minority governments.
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Arvid Lindman. Hjahnai Bianting.

After the Union Crisis of 1905, Rear-Admiral Arvid Lindman
(died 1936) was for nearly 30 years the leader of the Conserva-
tive section of the Second Chamber. He was Prime Minister
from 1906-1911, and again from 1928-1930. The foremost
leaders of the Conservative Party in the First Chamber have
been Hjalmar Hammarskjold, who as Prime Minister had the
difficult task of leading the destinies of the nation during the
critical war-years 1914-1917, and the Chancellor of the Uni-
versities, Ernst Trygger, who was Prime Minister from 1923—
1924.

During the last few years an exclusively agrarian party, the
Farmers' Union, has risen to a position of considerable strength,
and in spite of its rather bourgeois outlook, it has co-operated
with the Social-Democrats, and after the general election in the
autumn of 1936, the two parties formed a coalition govern-
ment which is still in power under the premiership of P. A.
Hansson and which commands a large majority in the Riksdag.
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The following table shows the positions of the parties in the

Second Chamber after each election since 1911, when the Fran-

chise Reform Act came into force:

parties 19" I9 r4 '917 '921 1924 1928 1932 1936

Conservatives 65 86 59 62 65 73 58 44

Farmers' Union - - 12 21 23 27 36 36

Liberals and People's Party 101 57 62 41 33 32 24 27

Social Democrats 64 87 86 93 104 90 104 112

Extreme Left — — 11 13 5 8 ° xl

Total 230 230 230 230 230 230 230 230

The distribution of seats in the two Chambers resulting from

the general election of 1936 is as follows: Conservatives 89, mem-

bers of the Farmers' Union 58, Liberals 43, Social Democrats

178 and Extreme Left 12; total 380.

In some respects Parliamentary conditions in Sweden differ

very considerably from those in other countries. In the first place

both chambers are of equal importance, not only in theory, i. e.

according to the letter of the Constitution, but also in actual

fact, so that the Government is obliged to take them both equal-

ly into account. Further, it is extremely difficult to bring about

a dissolution of the Riksdag and a consequent appeal to the

country, in the shape of an extraordinary election; indeed the

possibility of this happening is so remote that the eventuality is

not reckoned with.

Differences of political opinion have on some occasions been

violent but they have not led to any breakdown of the administra-

tive machinery. The Riksdag has, with praiseworthy conscien-

tiousness, shown itself prepared to entertain, and sanction if ex-

pedient, every reasonable measure designed to solve the burning

problems of the day, many of which have arisen as a result of the

rapid pace at which social and economic development have pro-

ceeded. Since the Union Crisis of 1905, only on one occasion has

a purely political controversy really exacerbated public opinion

and that was over the National Defence Question which became

very acute early in 1914.

The situation was also critical in 1909, when the general strike

paralysed nearly the whole of the economic life of the country.

This conflict, however, resolved itself into a clash of primarily

economic interests with practically no political repercussions, and

the same is true of other subsequent labour conflicts. Few coun-

tries, during the last 30 years, have enjoyed such inner quiet and

stability as Sweden.
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SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

1 he very word "society" implies that its constituent members
belong together. If this unity be brought about solely as a
result of threatened danger from without, and if it disintegrates
after the clanger has passed, there being no essential cohesion
when it comes to handling internal affairs, it is clear that
anarchy is in fact latent, and that the word "society" is without
true warranty. Can one, with this thought in mind, speak of
a Swedish Society as a reality? The answer must be an unqualified
yes. *

In Sweden, as in every other country, conflicting interests
have caused groups to organize collectively, on extensive scale
within the general structure of society. But peace, it is realised
is better than strife; and as a rule the effort is made, and
successfully so, in common with your opponent to find a
solution. This holds good both of social and economic antago-
nisms. A factor that has contributed to the fostering of a strong
community feeling has been the general fluidity of the classes
and the absence of fixed barriers. Not even during the decidedly
aristocratic 18th century was it unusual for sons or grandsons of
peasants to occupy seats in the King's Council or chairs at the
universities.

It is, indeed, an axiom with the Swedish people that the
life of society is far more important than the outward
appearance. In a dispute, they are concerned with practical
reforms not ideologies. Foreign observers often remark that
Sweden is a country that has been socialised, whereas Swedish
critics are just as often to be found declaring that Sweden is
a class-society ruled by capitalists. There is no real contradiction
here, for both are right, the foreign critic in that enterprises
and institutions of public importance, indispensable to the
smooth and successful functioning of the social organism, have
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Typical old farmstead.

been taken over by the State, the Swedish critic in that the

economic and social status of the citizens is not uniform, but

varies in accordance with their gifts and power of initiative.

In this paradox, as a matter of fact, lies the explanation ot

the character of Swedish community life as we find it today.

CHANGES IN THE POPULATION AND
STANDARD OF LIVING

In order briefly to indicate the structural development of

Swedish society since the middle of the 19th century, when the

first great wave of industrialisation reached the country, some

figures showing the shift in occupational groups are indispens-

able. Statistics registering, decade by decade, the migration of

labour from agriculture to industry, trade and transport, pro-

vide a historical survey of unusual clarity.
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Distribution of population into main occupational groups in

certain census-years 1840—1930.

Occupation 1840 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930

A. Absolute figures (ooo's omitted)

Agriculture and allied

occupations

Industry and mining . .

Commerce and commu-
nications

Civil service, etc

2,539
268

70
262

3,oi7

610

217

325

3,102

793

334
337

2,973
1,038

414
360

2,828

1,426

535
347

2,697
1,766

74i

3i8

2,596
2,066

344

2,481

2,291

995
375

Total population 3,139 4,169 4,566 4,785 5,136 5,522 5,904 6,142

B. Percentage of population

Agriculture and allied

occupations

Industry and mining . .

Commerce and commu-
nications

Civil service, etc

80.9

8-5

2.2

8.4

72.4
14.6

5-2

7.8

67.9

17-4

7-3

7-4

62.1

21.7

8-7

7-5

55-i

27.8

10.4

6.7

IOO.O IOO.O IOO.O IOO.O IOO.O IOO.O IOO.O IOO.

o

48.8

32.0

»3-4

5-8

44.0

35-0

152
5-8

40.4

37-3

16.2

6.1

The percentages given reflect the rapid industrialisation of

Swedish economic life during the latter part of the 19th century.

The farming population not only shows a relative decline; since

1880 it has decreased in actual numbers. Nevertheless, the total

volume of agricultural production has grown steadily thanks to

improved technique etc., whereby crop yields have been in-

creased. A mere ao % of the population nowadays suffices to

produce such foodstuffs as the country is capable of providing,

and which cover practically the whole field of necessary animal
and vegetable foodstuffs except colonial products.

The number of persons employed in industry and mining
has grown with extraordinary rapidity parallel with the general

industrial expansion. At the same time, the marketing of a more
and more varied range of products and the development of

foreign trade, have commandeered the services of an ever

increasing number of workers. The percentage of persons em-
ployed in commerce and transport has accordingly risen

strikingly, as is shown by the table.

The shift in the occupational groups finds expression also

in the steady migration from the rural districts to the cities.
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The big industrial concerns are often situated in the heart of the country.

At present 35 % of the population live in cities. A number
of important industries, however, are situated in the country,

and communities of a more or less urban character have
thereby come into existence. If the inhabitants of these com-
munities were included in the urban population, it would
probably amount to 40 % of the total. This figure is not

especially high compared with many western European
countries, but considering how small the Swedish population

is for a country of such large area, one would be justified in

speaking of the depopulation of the countryside. This movement
of adults from country to town cannot be considered advant-

ageous to the country as a whole, for, amongst other things,

the birth-rate in the cities is very much lower than in the rural

districts. As already pointed out in Chapter I, page 36, the

Government are considering ways and means of counteracting

this unfortunate tendency. The following figures clearly illu-

strate these trends.
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Population changes in rural districts and in cities certain years

between 1841 and 1937, expressed per mille of total population.

Average population. .

Births



Development of total consumption in Sweden.



Modern cottage-homes in a Stockholm suburb.

Very large sections of the population have enjoyed the benefit

of vastly improved housing conditions during the last 50 years,

though one is of course always apt to stress what remains to be
done rather than what has been achieved already. The work
of rehousing the nation, however, still goes briskly ahead in

town and country and, if progress is maintained, the goal of

providing healthy homes for every family, looks like being
reached in the not too distant future.

The consumption of such commodities as furniture, books,
household fittings, vehicles, electrical and mechanical appliances,

etc. that are within reach of the great majority of the population,

increased more than tenfold from the period 1881—1885 to

1926—1930, and has more than doubled since the Great War.
The enormous expansion of the sports and amusement

industries need not detain us here. Suffice it to say that it

testifies to the rise in incomes and the shortening of the wor-
king day.
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The great increase in the national wealth is shown, inter

alia, by the fact that the premiums paid in to Swedish life-

insurance companies, in 1887—1890 averaged only 8.1 mill,

kronor, whereas in 1926—1930 they averaged no less than

127.1 mill, kronor.

A survey of Swedish living-conditions undoubtedly justifies

a feeling of satisfaction. One is, nevertheless, inwardly aware
that many things behind the attractive facade are far from
perfect: agricultural and forest workers, on whose shoulders

rest many of the heaviest tasks to be performed, often live in

poverty and distress; both they and many others stand in need
of help and deserve it. Finally, the fall in the birth-rate is some-
thing of a catastrophe. The public authorities are happily in

no danger of falling a prey to a facile and superficial optimism.

Steady and solid progress is their slogan.

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES
In Sweden, as in other countries, workers' combinations are

older than associations of employers. The trade union move-
ment started in the 1880's and was modelled on German and
Danish lines. The National Confederation of Trade Unions
(Landsorganisationen) now closely resembles the English Trades
Union Congress. This confederation, however, does not include

the syndicalists, who have a central organization of their own,
on the lines of the French workers' organizations.

In 1937 the General Confederation comprised 41 unions and

840,234 members, who belong as a rule collectively to the

Social-Democratic party. A few unions in sympathy with the

General Confederation in principle and practice, are not yet

formally affiliated to it. In 1937 the syndicalist unions registered

35,000 members, most of them belonging to extreme left parties.

The great strength of the trade unions has forced employers
to retaliate and form organizations of their own. In 1937 the

Swedish Employers' Association had about 4,000 members,
employing an aggregate of 350,000 workers. Certain big enter-

prises such as railway and shipping concerns have not been
able to join for technical reasons, whilst a great number of

smaller businesses remain outside for economic reasons.

Thanks to these organizational developments, capital and
labour relationships and conditions of labour in industry and
allied branches of activity, are mostly regulated through
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ployers nowadays have, as a rule, shown themselves willing to

meet all justified demands, whilst the workers on their side

have come to realise that in an industrial undertaking there
are limits to "what the traffic can bear" and that an excessive

wages-bill may well undermine the prosperity of the business
as a whole. In their settlement, labour conflicts have gone this

way and that, but the net result has been an appreciable raising

of wage standards.

The two periods of depression 1921—1922 and 1932—1933
brought extensive unemployment in their train, so that State
and Municipal authorities were forced to provide relief on a
large scale. This they did, partly through a programme of public
works, partly through the payment of unemployment allowances.
Thanks to the great improvement in economic conditions
during the last years, unemployment has now been reduced to
a minimum, and in certain branches there is now even a
scarcity of workers. During the most recent crisis, however, the
difficult problem of state unemployment insurance has been
solved. Insurance has been established on a voluntary basis

and is now open to non-organized workers as well. The State
contributes a certain sum proportionate to the funds acquired
through membership fees, whereas the employers are not bur-
dened with any charges. The funds are not allowed to be subject
to any trade-union control whatsoever and have to be adminis-
tered by authorized unemployment relief associations; in

addition, a certain control is exercised by the State employment
agencies.

SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL WELFARE
Organization.

The organization of social work rests on the intimate co-
operation of State and Municipalities and, in certain cases, of
private associations as well. Their activities are co-ordinated by
the Ministry of Social Affairs, to which a great number of
boards, commissions etc. are responsible — these latter in turn
maintaining a close contact with the local authorities. The
complicated problems of modern social life have necessitated

an organization combining stability with adaptability. It is only
possible here to give a schematic illustration of the way in which
Sweden has grappled with this difficult task.
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Laws for the protection of the woikeis.

In Sweden, as in other countries, social legislation began
with measures for the protection of individuals against obvious

dangers and unhealthy working conditions. For this purpose,

a special Labour Inspectorate was established at an early date,

a body which has latterly grown rapidly in importance, especially

with the introduction of obligatory accident insurance and the

consequent demand for preventive measures. The length of the

working day was limited to 8 hours by a decree of 1919, all

questions arising out of this regulation being referred to a

special Labour Council — an institution peculiar to Sweden
which has done much to prevent Labour disputes.

Insurance.

The unemployment insurance scheme recently introduced

has already been mentioned. Among various forms of social

insurance the accident insurance imposed by the State is

especially noteworthy: every employer is obliged to maintain

such an insurance for his employees, either with the Govern-
ment Insurance Office or with private insurance companies
operating on a basis of mutual solidarity.

Insurance against old age and invalidity ("pension insurance")

has been compulsory for the whole population since 1913. Every
citizen between 18 and 65 years of age makes an annual
contribution to the Pension Insurance Fund proportionate to

his income. After attaining the age of 67 years, or, in case of

invalidity, at an earlier date, he receives in pension, a sum
varying in accordance with the contributions paid in. This
pension does not suffice, however, for the needs of a person

destitute of private means. Persons permanently incapacitated

or whose income falls below a certain level, may nevertheless

obtain a supplementary pension from the public funds.

Insurance against illness, like unemployment insurance, is

based on voluntary membership of State-supported sick-clubs.

According to the law of 1931, only one State-supported

organization of this kind may be established within a local

administrative area (municipality or section thereof), the orga-

nization defraying, apart from direct cash payments in case of

illness, two thirds of the medical or hospital charges. These
sick-clubs are supervised by the Social Board.
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The Labour Court in session.

The Labour Inspectorate.

This organ fulfils an extremely important function, as the

best way to prevent accidents and ill-health is to eliminate the

risk factor as far as possible. Nowadays all workshops, business

premises and offices, and all installations of machinery in such

places, are subject to official inspection. For this purpose the

country is divided into 9 districts, each with a professional

labour inspector assisted by a technically-trained assistant and
two sub-inspectors.

On questions of hygiene the Labour Inspectorate co-operates

with the local health authorities, whereas the annual medical

inspection of workers under age is made by a doctor appointed

by the provincial governor. By preventive treatment the at-

tempt is made to give workers, who would otherwise become a

premature burden to the insurance system, a chance of regaining

their health and working capacity.
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Apart from the nine district-inspectors, there are special

inspectors for forestry, mining, the manufacture of explosives

and shipping and there is a special woman inspector for

industries employing women and persons under age.

In this connection it deserves to be emphasized that the work
of the Labour Inspectorate has met with great understanding
on the part of employers, who long ago realized that favourable
working conditions are necessary for the rational utilisation

of modern methods of production.

Hygiene and Hospitals.

The central authority for public hygiene and the care of the
sick is the Medical Board. In the first place however, the
County Councils or, in the larger cities, the City Councils, are

responsible, and must see to it that every county (city) has a
sufficient number of general hospitals, infirmaries and hospitals

for infectious diseases, which are also partly supported by the
State. The cost of the care of the mentally afflicted, on the other
hand, is generally borne by the State alone, and in the fight

against tuberculosis there is very intimate co-operation between
the State, the local authorities and private institutions. The
best way of organizing dental care for the whole population
is now being officially investigated. Pupils in the state element-
ary schools already receive free treatment.

It will be seen therefore that medical service, of whatever
kind it may be, is very largely in the hands of physicians em-
ployed by the public authorities, whether they are attached to
various institutions or are, as practitioners, providing the public
with individual medical attention. To the latter category be-
long the so-called "provincial doctors", appointed by the State,

who receive a salary but may also charge for their services at

low, fixed rates. The first general decree laying down the
functions of these district physicians was promulgated in 1744.
These posts are much sought after and are accordingly filled

solely by exceptionally qualified persons. The public institutions

are known to maintain the highest standards and are therefore

patronized by all classes. Charges are regularized and on a

modest scale. This system, however, has not prevented the
coming into being of an excellent corps of private practitioners

and specialists, but here also the fees are maintained at a

reasonable level.
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Red-Cioss flying-ambulance.

Medical studies are exacting and the training period runs

to at least 9 years, in addition to which several years of

hospital experience are generally necessary. Doctors, as a class,

enjoy a high economic and social status, and the important
contributions that have been made and are being made, to

international medical and physiological research by Swedish
scientists, serve to heighten this respect.

In this connection the fruitful work done by the Swedish
Red Cross, under the chairmanship of Prince Carl, must be
mentioned. Its activities have not been confined to preparation

for the eventuality of war, but extend over the whole field of

hygienic and medical welfare work, including especially the

care of the sick in the rural districts and above all in isolated and
sparsely populated regions. The Red Cross has also made the

transportation of sick persons its especial concern and its

pioneer work in establishing a plane-ambulance service in

Lapland has aroused keen interest far beyond Swedish borders.
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PHYSICAL CULTURE
The value of modern sport in bettering the national health

and in knitting the different classes of the community closer

together is generally recognized in Sweden. Unfortunately it

is not possible here to give even a cursory survey of the activities

of the sports associations that are to be found all over the
country or of what goes on at gymnasia and recreation grounds.
Suffice it to mention that England, the home of modern sport,

has latterly been looking to Sweden for tips as to the best

methods of carrying through the "Keep Fit" campaign launched
by the Government. Sport has gained a real hold on the Swedes,
of whatever age or class, to the great benefit of their health both
physical and mental.

Physical training.

The corner-stone of the whole system of Swedish physical

training is Swedish gymnastics, the invention of Per Henrik
Ling (1776—1839), who, working on a strictly scientific basis,

formulated a system which has spread victoriously throughout the
whole world, and which today, in countries east and west, though
at times in a somewhat modified form, constitutes the found-
ation of all juvenile physical education. In 1813 Ling founded
the Central Institute of Gymnastics in Stockholm, a college for

the training of men and women teachers of gymnastics, and
these latter in their turn have acted as world missionaries of

the new gospel of health.

Gymnastics are compulsory in every Swedish school, including
the elementary schools, and this may in part explain the high
level of achievement in practically all branches of sport. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Swedes, children and adults do their

gymnastics every day.

Sport.

Another contributory factor is to be found in the climate
and the physical characteristics of the country, both of which
to an exceptional degree favour the practising of all manner
of sports under widely different conditions, and during both
summer and winter.
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Off we go!

For months great parts of the country are covered with snow
and the innumerable lakes and waterways lie fettered in

ice. Skis, which are known to have been in use in Sweden for

thousands of years are, to the inhabitants of the country
districts of the north, an indispensable means of daily locomo-
tion, but they likewise serve as an implement of sport, and
one of the most popular sports, both for these northern dwellers
and all other Swedes as well. Skiing is indeed the great national
winter sport. Cross-country competitions are very popular, and
who can fail to be thrilled by ski-jumping? In latter years down-
hill racing and "slalom" have gained many eager devotees and
the many winter-resorts to be found in the vast forest and moun-
tain-regions of the north are frequented by numerous visitors

from Sweden and abroad.

The "Vasa Run", a unique ski-race demanding prodigious

powers of endurance is held every year and is a grand chance for

the sporting elite of the country to show what they are made
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The thrill of siding.

of. The length of the "course" is no less than 54 miles. The con-

test recalls, indeed commemorates, a historic event dear to the

heart of the Swedes, for it was this same tract of country that

was covered on skis 400 years ago by Gustavus Vasa, when des-

pairing of all support he sought refuge in Norway, and also

by the messengers of the Dalecarlians despatched to recall him
to lead his fellow-countrymen in a national rising which was
destined to deliver Sweden from the yoke of the Danes.
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Yachting in the Stockholm Archipelago.

In summer the long stretches of coastline, the characteristic

labyrinthine archipelagos and the abundance of lakes and
rivers entice the Swede to the water, and sailing, motor-boating

and canoeing are among his favourite pastimes. The country
is a veritable paradise for canoeing enthusiasts with its intricate

system of intermcrging waterways and endlessly changing scenic

panoramas.

Nearly every Swede can swim, and no wonder, in view of the

opportunities for bathing offered by the ubiquitous lakes, not

to mention the rivers and the sea.

The fact that there is so much "unspoilt country" and that

the population is so scanty, makes camping a particularly enjoy-

able pastime. By train or boat, a-wheel or on foot, young and
old escape from the toiling and moiling of town life to the lakes

and forests, there to lead a peripatetic existence during the

brief summer weeks, pitching their tents at happy random and
steering their vehicles where the wind blows.
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Hiking in the Jamtland highlands.

Tennis and golf are also progressing rapidly. There are tennis

courts in most places, though during the winter months the

game is confined to indoor courts, and first-class golf links are

to be found in the vicinity of the big cities or adjoining certain

summer resorts. In summer, apart from bathing and sailing, ath-

letics and football are the great national sports attracting tens

of thousands of spectators. The members of athletic and foot-

ball clubs number over 350,000.
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Well over: Lieutenant A. Francke on l/rfe.

Swedish riders are known the world over for their excellent

horsemanship. The general public also patronize the race-course,

trotting races having an especial appeal.

Bicycling is also very popular, Sweden being a country of great

distances, and the bicycle is as indispensable for some workers

in summer as the ski is in winter.

There are numerous other sports and pastimes that cannot
be dealt with here. Suffice it to add that shooting is very widely

practised, and that wrestling and boxing have many devotees.

Automobile and motorcycle races also enjoy great popularity.

Organization.

For decades Swedish athletics and gymnastics have been effi-

ciently organized under leaders possessing definite aims and ideals.

This goes a long way to explaining the remarkable advances

made in the domain of physical culture. The movement has
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also always met with sympathy and understanding from the

public authorities, who in latter years especially, have furthered

developments by far-sighted measures. In times of unemploy-
ment, for instance, State and Municipality have largely contri-

buted to the building of sports and recreation grounds, gymnasia,

tennis courts, swimming-pools, golf links, etc., thereby on the

one hand creating employment, on the other giving the young
permanent facilities for exercise and healthy recreation.

Betting in connection with football competitions is controlled

by the State, which in this way obtains large sums that are

devoted to the laying out of sports grounds, purchase of equip-

ment and the training of teachers.

The Royal Family has always taken the liveliest interest in

the development of modern sport and actively participated in

many of the most important branches. H. M. the King, in spite

of his age (he was born in 1858), sets a splendid example to his

subjects, taking part every year in numerous tennis tournaments
usually with great success. H. R. H. the Crown Prince is a keen
golfer and his eldest son, H. R. H. Prince Gustaf Adolf, is

one of Sweden's best horsemen, also a great fencer and in

1936 he won the Swedish sabre championship. Several members
of the Royal Family have performed valuable work in the organ-

izing of sport and have contributed in no small degree to the

development and success of Swedish athletics. Thus, from its

inception in 3903, the Crown Prince was for 30 years acting

chairman of the General Federation of Swedish Sports Associ-

ations. This Federation in 1936 comprised about 4,800 societies,

representing over 20 different branches of sport. When, in 1933,
the Crown Prince resigned the Chairmanship, owing to in-

creased demands on his time, it was a foregone conclusion that

his eldest son, Prince Gustaf Adolf, who is the present chairman,

should be invited to succeed him and carry on the work of his

father.

TEMPERANCE LEGISLATION
During the 19th century drunkenness was common in Swe-

den and by degrees a temperance movement came into being to

combat this evil, aiming at total prohibition. The struggle

between this movement and the anti-prohibitionists led to

a compromise, whereby the sale of wines and liquor was put

under state control and severe restrictive measures introduced.
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This system, called the "Bratt-system" after its originator, Dr.

Ivan Bratt, has resulted in new legislation on an extensive scale.

The basic principle of the system is individual control of all

sales: the selling agency must know the identity of the buyer,

and keep track of the quantity of liquor sold and the date

of sale. A customer, therefore, must always make his pur-

chases at the same retailshop, where a complete card-register

is kept of all clients. Persons who have been found guilty of

the misuse of alcohol, illegal traffic in liquor or of similar mis-

demeanours, are, temporarily or permanently, deprived of their

right to purchase anything at all. On registration, clients receive

a pass-book and all sales are entered in it. Wine may be bought
in unlimited quantities, but no one can obtain more than a

maximum of 4 litres of spirituous liquor a month. Only about

30 % of all passbook-owners, however, are entitled to a ration of

4 litres. The big majority receive considerably less. At restaurants,

guests are served a maximum of 15 centilitres and only in con-

junction with the taking of a meal. The manufacture and sale of

wines and spirits is supervised by the State through a Board of

Control, whilst all import and wholesale business is in the hands
of a semi-official institution, the Central Agency for Wines and
Spirits (Vin- och Spritcentialen).

THE HOUSING PROBLEM
The average standard of housing in Sweden is fairly high, if

we except the dwellings in certain of the rural districts. Slums,
in the Anglo-Saxon sense of the word, are non-existent. The
housing problem is rather of a quantitative character, in that the

density of habitation, as compared with other western Euro-
pean countries, is exceptionally high, working out at about 120
persons per 100 rooms. This is explained partly by the high rents,

which in 1937 were double what they were in 1913, partly by
a pronounced tendency noticeable among all classes to put mo-
dern conveniences before considerations of space.

In order to remedy the situation, especially as regards the
poor, various fruitful measures have been taken by the authori-

ties. As far as the rural districts are concerned the "own-your-
home" (Egna hem) movement should be mentioned. It is largelv

financed by a State loan-fund created for this purpose. From
1905 to 1937 close on 90,000 detached houses, with or with-

out cultivable land, were built in this way. It is estimated that
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Modern apartment-house. Ribeishus, Malmo.

400,000 persons or about 1/10 of the rural population have,

thanks to this intervention on the part of the State, reached a

satisfactory solution of their housing problems. To this must
be added the work, initiated during the depression of 1933, for

improving already existing dwellings. A grant of 49 mill, kro-

nor was made for this purpose, and of this sum 39,630,000 kro-

nor had been distributed by the end of 1937, 35.6 mill, kronor

in direct subsidies for dwelling improvements, and 4 mill,

kronor as loans for the building of new houses. Owing to this

generous measure of government support, over 47,000 dwellings

have been considerably improved, and 4,687,000 working days

made possible during a period of widespread unemployment.
As regards the cities, State aid has been forthcoming only

for the building of blocks of flats for less well-to-do families

with many children who would otherwise not be able to afford

reasonably hygienic and spacious dwellings. For the rest, it has

mostly fallen to the city administrations to find ways and means
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of stimulating building activity, generally through advancing
cheap credit to building societies or private builders. In this

respect Stockholm has led the way.

The mass production of small standardised cottages (smastu-

gor) has been a splendid success. For an incredibly small out-

lay, wage-earners are enabled to realise their dream of a little

house and garden plot of their own. The standardised cottage

is generally built by the owner himself, but the city puts cheap
building materials and expert help at his disposal, defrays plan-

ning costs, and supplies water mains and facilities for gas and
electricity connections. These neat cottage suburbs in the im-
mediate vicinity of the capital have attracted much attention

among foreigners.

The largest co-operative building society is the "H. S. B."

(Hyresgasternas Spaikasse- och Byggnadsforening), i. e. The
Tenants' Savings Bank and Building Society, which in Stock-

holm alone has built blocks of flats containing over 8,000 apart-

ments. The tenant, who is actually part owner of the house, must
pay 10 % of the value of the apartment in advance, and there-

after for 20 years, an annual rent towards the amortisation of

the building-loan. After the elapse of this period, he is free of

debt and receives back his initial capital stake. This system has
resulted in surprisingly low rents compared with those generally

ruling in Stockholm. In spite of this however, the H. S. B.-

houses represent the latest achievement in modern building

technique, one of the fundamental principles of the organization

being that the apartment-house must not deteriorate in value

for many years to come. In Stockholm close on 10 % of the

population live at present in co-operatively owned buildings

of this kind.

As a great many Swedish industrial concerns are situated far

from any town or village, firms have long been responsible for

the housing of their workers and staffs. Great sums have been
spent, often no doubt adding heavy burdens to Company
Budgets. The houses yield little or no profit, but they are ne-

vertheless considered a good investment as the efficiency of the

workers is increased by their being able to live in happy and
healthy homes. Industrial housing communities for example at

the Sandvik Steel Works (Sandviken), the Mo and Domsjo
Mills (Husum) and the Boliden Mines (Boliden) are really mo-
dels of their kind. These industrial communities may be regard-

ed as typical, and there is no special reason for singling them
out above others of their kind.
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Workmen's dwellings at an old-established iwn-woiks.

THE CONSUMERS'
MOVEMENT

CO-OPERATIVE

Whereas building co-operation has been supported by state

and municipality credit schemes, consumers' co-operation

has had to fend for itself. It has developed on a surprising scale.

Consumers' societies are to be found throughout the country,

and the membership, which in 1910 was only about 73,500,

had reached a figure of about 600,000 in 1937. Thus if every

member is taken to represent a household and the average

household comprises 3 persons, fully 25 % of the population can

be considered as belonging to the co-operative union. The con-

solidation of the movement was brought about through the

creation of a central, national organ, K. F. (Kooperativa For-

bundet), i. e. the Co-operative Federation, nowadays a social

and economic power in the country. In its relation to the local

co-operative societies, the K. F. acts as a centre for all whole-

sale activities and for the training of employees and office

105



The Co-opeiative Wholesale Society's Bom-mill "The Three Crowns", Stockhoh

workers. It also has its own architects' office where new build-
ings and interiors are designed for the societies' shops and busi-
ness premises. Whilst originally only concerned with distribu-
tive activities, the K. F. has, since the Great War, also taken up
various forms of production with the special aim of breaking
monopolies in the manufacture of articles of necessity, the high
prices of which have been particularly burdensome to the gene-
ral public.

1 06



^si Allocations against unemployment

Total other expenditure

1913-14 1924-25 1929-30 1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 1936-37 1937-38

State expenditure on social services, 1913/14, 1924/25,
and 1929/30—1937/38 (millions oi Jcronor).

PUBLIC EXPENDITURE ON THE
SOCIAL SERVICES

It is always difficult to draw a clear line of demarcation be-

tween social and other expenses. In this survey the expenditure

on social services is taken to include all net expenses incurred by

way of economic assistance and in the interests of public health.

As far as the State is concerned, these expenses are roughly iden-

tical with the budget of the Ministry for Social Affairs, after de-

ducting the cost of provincial administration and the police sys-

tem. On the other hand, special grants for public works to combat
unemployment should be added. The State's outlay on the so-

cial services constitutes about 1/5 of the total budget, exceeding

the allocation for national defence by tens of millions of kronor.

The State, however, contributes less than half of the total costs

of these services, the rest of the expenses being borne by

the County Councils and their constituent communities.
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Public expenditure on the social services in 1935 (thou-

sands oi kionoi).
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CULTURAL LIFE

The almost complete absence of illiteracy in Sweden is often

held to be a proof of the high cultural standards enjoyed by the

country. This is, however, a somewhat hasty conclusion, for mere
literacy is not a criterion of culture: it is the use made of the

ability to read and write that counts. It would be claiming too

much to say that in this respect everything is as it should be,

but, with a well organized and efficient educational system as a

basis and a generously conceived adult educational movement
to complement it, Sweden may be said to be moving steadily

towards the goal of fostering a citizenry vigorous and indepen-

dent of mind, able to play their part in the sound develop-

ment of their democratic institutions. So much for the main
ideal of popular education.

There is no need to dwell on the merits of Swedish univer-

sities and colleges: the international fame won by scientists,

research-workers and cultural torch-bearers is sufficient testi-

monial. In power politics, in the great world drama of war and
peace, Sweden only plays a comparatively minor part; instead,

the words of her greatest poet, Esaias Tegner, have come true:

"Force had to yield, and Mind became a power".

THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

Elementary schools.

The elementary, or primary school, constitutes the broad

foundation of the Swedish educational system. The Church
Law of 1686 made it incumbent on incumbents to see to it

that the younger members of their congregations were instructed

in the elements of the Christian religion and taught to read.
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Even before that date there were a few schools up and down
the country but national education still lay far in the future.

In 1842 an Elementary Education Act was passed providing

for the creation of a school in the charge of a fully qualified

teacher in every parish, attendance being obligatory on all

children. Since then development has been rapid. According to

the school regulations of 1921, now in force, all children be-

tween 7 and 14 years of age must attend school. The subjects of

instruction are Religion, Swedish, Arithmetic and Geometry,
History, Geography, Local Topography and Folklore, Nature
Study, Drawing, Singing, Gymnastics, and wherever possible,

Handicrafts. It goes without saying that the schools vary con-

siderably in character, from the exceedingly well-equipped insti-

tutions of the big cities to the modest nomad schools of Lap-
land. In remote and sparsely populated districts, where one
single teacher is responsible for all instruction, it is naturally

not possible to carry out the whole educational programme —
in such places it is a question of concentrating on essentials.

In many of the schools in the towns the poorer children are

given free meals and facilities are provided for bathing. Also,

it is to be noted, all elementary school pupils receive free dental

treatment and medical attention, and in the summer some of

them are sent out to holiday camps, where they enjoy an invi-

gorating open air life.

Elementary education is further supplemented by extra courses

in the shape of technical and craft training etc.

The teachers are trained in State Normal Schools, the course

at these colleges covering four years (one year less for students

who have matriculated from a Higher Secondary School).

Secondary Education.

Secondary schools are much older than the primary schools.

In pre-Reformation times there were monastic schools, and so-

called "schools of learning" were to be found in some dioceses.

The main aim of the Secondary Schools is to provide a high-

er general education and to prepare pupils for entrance to the
universities, and to technical, scientific and professional colleges

of all kinds. Broadly speaking they are of three kinds:

1) Lower Secondary Schools (realskola) which do not carry

the superstructure of an upper school (gymnasium).

2) Higher Secondary Schools possessing such a gymnasium.

3) Higher Girls' Schools.
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Lower Secondary School in Stockholm.

The leaving examination at the Lower Secondary Schools
qualifies pupils for entry into certain less advanced colleges or

institutes of technical or professional training and enables them
to take special courses of study. It also qualifies pupils for em-
ployment in the lower grades of the Civil Service. The leaving

examination at the Higher Girls' Schools is of about the same
standing as the Lower Secondary School Certificate, though it

may even be equivalent to the final examination, at the end
of the gymnasium course, for entry into establishments catering

for specifically feminine careers. In the gymnasium there is a

classical side and a modern side, the choice and combination of

subjects being very free. Studies here culminate in the general

matriculation (studentexamen), which opens the door to all in-

stitutions of higher learning. The transition from elementary

school to intermediate school and from thence to the upper
school has been facilitated by the School Reform Act of 1927,
which aimed at the creation of an integrated school, affording,
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as demanded by the democratic spirit of the times, equal chances

to every child. The school fees are accordingly very low — about

70 kronor a year in the lower and the upper school. With a few

exceptions, the schools are run by the State and are, as a rule,

co-educational.

The two main types of teachers are Lektois, who teach only

in the Gymnasium, and Adjunkts, and there are also Instructors

for Physical Training, Drawing, etc. Appointments as lektois

and adjunkts are open to both men and women. A ielctor must

have passed the special graduate examination for State Secondary

School teachers (filosoiisk ambetsexamen) and the examination

of Licentiate of Philosophy and have published and publicly

defended a thesis for the degree of Ph. D. For posts as adjunkts

the first-mentioned qualification is sufficient, but, in addition,

they and lektors as well, must have spent a probationary year

(provar) as pupil-teachers at an approved secondary school and

have passed the necessary tests.

The number of pupils at the various secondary schools is

growing from year to year in spite of the fact that the total

number of children of school-age is decreasing. In 1937, 6,803

pupils matriculated from the lower secondary schools and 3,429
from the higher secondary schools.

Apart from the schools already mentioned, there are a great

number of State or State-subsidised schools for vocational training

of various kinds: Technical Schools, Schools of Domestic Econo-

my, Schools of Agriculture and People's High Schools (folkhog-

slcola), the latter being especially noteworthy, as working for the

cultivation of a civic spirit amongst the young people in the

country districts and the stimulating of intellectual interests.

Universities and Colleges.

Sweden possesses two state Universities, one at Uppsala, found-

ed in 1477, the other at Lund, founded in 1668. The Caroline

Medico-Surgical Institute in Stockholm is likewise a State insti-

tution. At each of the two universities there are four faculties,

Theology, Law, Medicine and Philosophy, the latter being di-

vided into two sections, one for the humanities, the other for na-

tural science. In addition to the State Universities, there are

two universities, one in Stockholm and one in Gothenburg,

founded by private donation. The Stockholm Hogskola includes

complete faculties for Law and for Mathematics and Natural
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Geography lesson in a boys' high-school

Science, the humanistic section being as yet incomplete. The
Gothenburg Hogskola has only a humanistic section complete,
though the sciences are not unrepresented.

In 1937 the total number of students at the above universities

totalled 9,300, of which 3,566 were at Uppsala and 2,572 at Lund.
In these two ancient cities traditions centuries-old have been
sedulously maintained. The custom, for example, of grouping
the students into nations according to the different provinces

they come from, is coeval with the universities themselves. Each
nation has its own common-rooms, club-premises, societies etc.

The nations form the kernel of university life, especially at Upp-
sala, and as tuition is given practically free of cost, students from
all classes of society find their way to these seats of learning.

In addition to the universities proper, there are many colleges

providing specialised professional training, mostly situated in

Stockholm. Excluding those attached to the military and naval

academies, the students number about 3,250.
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Advanced technical training which has played such a vital

part in the industrial development of the country, is given at

the Royal School of Technology in Stockholm (about 1,370

students) and the Chalmers Technical College at Gothenburg

(about 420 students).

SOME GREAT SWEDISH SCIENTISTS

The quietly pursued work of the scientists has often affected

the progress of humanity more deeply than the achievements of

soldiers and statesmen, or even writers and artists. This is hardly

the place, however, for an excursion into the world of Swedish

science and learning, though a few outstanding names may be

mentioned.

Olof Rudbeck (1630—1702). A many-sided intellect, who
discovered the lymphatic glands and demonstrated their func-

tion, and who was the creator of the extensive botanical gardens

at Uppsala. He also collected and published a gigantic botanical

encyclopedia with over 6,000 illustrations, and made important

contributions to numerous other branches of research. His mag-

num opus, "Atlantica", notwithstanding the immense erudition

and acumen it bears witness to, is however, of little or no scien-

tific importance, and it is a pity that it should have come to over-

shadow his other work of enduring value.

Emanuel Swedenborg (1688—1772). Philosopher, sci-

entist, mystic, and founder of a new religion, was a genius whose
powers were, however, shattered prematurely. His learning was
extraordinary and he possessed a strange intuitive faculty for pene-

trating into the problems of the natural world. It is only in recent

times that Swedenborg's greatness has been appreciated, for time

and again modern science has confirmed the truth of the results

which Swedenborg arrived at by pure speculation.

Anders Celsius (1701—1744). Celebrated astronomer.

He is best known to fame as the inventor of the centigrade ther-

mometer. It was on his initiative that the first Swedish observa-

tory was founded at Uppsala.

Carl von Linne (1701—1778). Botanist. His great work
in the field of botanical systematisation places him on a par with

Newton and Darwin. Disciples from all over Europe flocked to

the court of the "King of the Flowers". After his death the greater

part of his herbarium was transferred to England, where it is

preserved by the Linnean Society.
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Emanuel Swedenborg. Carl von Linne.

Cail ViJhelm von Sch eeJe (1742—1786). One of

the founders of the science of organic chemistry. In spite of

having only the most meagre equipment at his disposal, he dis-

covered various important elements such as oxygen, nitrogen>

chlorine, manganese, barium, molybdenum and wolfram, as well

as a number of organic acids of the greatest importance in biolo-

gical chemistry.

Jons Jakob BerzeJius (1779—1848). Physicist and
chemist. Exercised a great influence on the development of che-

mistry and mineralogy. He invented the system of chemical for-

mulae still in use.

Ki istof er Jakob Bostrom (1797—1860). The most
original of Swedish philosophers. Influenced in particular the

development of Political Science.

Anders Jonas Angstrom (1814—1874). Physicist.

He devoted himself especially to spectral analysis and has given

his name to a unit of measurement used in that science.
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Adolf Ei ik Nordenskiold (1839—1901). Naturalist

and explorer. He led several arctic expeditions and his name is

first and foremost associated with the discovery of the so-called

North-East passage, through the Arctic Ocean, along the north

coast of Siberia and through the Bering Strait.

Oscar Montelius (1843—1021). One of the world's most
famous archaeologists. He was an authority on the history of world
population, and contributed, above all, to the establishment of

the prehistoric chronology of modern archaeology.

Gosta Mittag-LeffJer (1846—1927). Mathematician.
His work on the theory of functions is basic. In 1882 he founded
the international periodical "Acta Mathematica". His library,

containing a greater number of mathematical works than any
other collection in the world, was donated to the Royal Academy
of Science.

Svante Arrhenius (1859—1927). Physicist and chemist.

Awarded a Nobel-prize in 1903 for his epoch-making discovery

of electrolytic dissociation. He also achieved important results in

the spheres of meteorology and sero-therapy.

Gerhard de Geer(i858— ). Geologist. His method
of determining geological chronology since the ice-period, is as

simple as it is ingenious.

Sven He din (1865— ). Explorer. Has explored and
mapped large, and previously unknown, parts of Central Asia,

especially Tibet, and discovered the sources of the Brahmaputra
and the mountain chain of Trans-Himalaya. His latest expedition

1927—1935, which yielded rich scientific material, extended to

the interior deserts of Central Asia.

Gustaf Cassel (1866— ). Mathematician and autho-
rity on economics. His solutions, as submitted to the League
of Nations, of various monetary problems during and after the
Great War have made him world-famous.
Herman Nilsso n -E h le (1873— ). Biologist, specia-

lising in the laws of heredity. His pioneer work on modern plant

selection has made him known the world over and has been of

the greatest importance in solving both Sweden's agriculture and
forestry problems.

Gosta F or sell (1876— ). Has been very successful in

his studies of cancer and the treatment of this affliction by radio-

therapy.

Theodoi (The) Svedbeig (1884- ). Chemist. Re-
ceived the Nobel-prize in 1926 for his researches in physical

chemistry.
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gbahn (1886— ). Physicist. Received the

Nobel-prize in 1925 for his contributions to the study of radio-

activity.

Herbert Olivecrona (1891— ). Neurologist and
surgeon. His skill as a brain-surgeon is already well-nigh legen-

dary.

CITADELS OF CULTURE

Academies and learned societies:

The Swedish Academy, founded in 1786 by Gus-

tavus III on the model of the French Academy. Its purpose is

to "work for the purity, strength and ennoblement of the Swe-

dish language". Its members, 18 in number, are elected by the

Academy itself, each member being formally nominated by the

King. The Academy awards the Nobel-prizes for literature.

The Royal Academy of Science, founded in

1739, is composed of 100 Swedish and not more than 100

foreign members, all chosen by the Academy itself. The Academy
awards the Nobel-prizes for physics and chemistry.

The Royal Academy of Literature, History
and Antiquities was founded by Gustavus III in the

same year as the Swedish Academy. It consists of 10 honorary

members, 25 active Swedish and 20 active foreign members, all

elected by the Academy itself.

Besides these, there are a number of learned societies in

Stockholm and Gothenburg, as well as in the university towns

of Uppsala and Lund.

Museums.

The State Historical Museum (Stockholm) possesses collec-

tions of the greatest importance, especially in connection with

the early history of the Germanic peoples. From the national

point of view they are of inestimable value. A royal decree of

1684 prescribed that every archaeological find in the country

should be offered to the State Antiquary for redemption at his

discretion, which explains the extraordinary richness of the

collections, which have recently been moved into a new and

commodious building offering up-to-date facilities for display.
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The Noidic Museum.

The National Museum (Stockholm) owes its origin

to the collections acquired by Gustavus III. Especially note-

worthy is the Tessin Collection of 18th century paintings

of the Dutch and French Schools. Amongst the treasures is

Rembrandt's "Claudius Civilis".

In order to give dwellers in the provinces the opportunity to

see some of these masterpieces, circulating exhibitions are

arranged up and down the country.

The Nordic Museum (with the Royal Armory) and Skansen
are institutions well-known throughout Europe and have been
copied in several countries. The Nordic Museum aims at giving

a picture of Sweden's cultural development from medieval times

by outwardly preserving and displaying objects illustrative of

the daily life of the people during the various epochs. But
Artur Hazelius (1833—1901) from whose brain the idea sprung,

was not content with this alone. He wished to give a living

representation of all aspects of Swedish civilisation and with
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Fiddhng countrymen at Skansen.



this ideal in view, created Skansen, an open-air museum situated

on a beautiful wooded slope, commanding a grand view of the
city of Stockholm. At Skansen a number of authentic buildings
and objects have been collected from various provinces, repre-

senting the daily life of different strata of the population and
their trades and occupations. The buildings are interspersed
with garden plots, small grainfields, meadows and copses; and
wide spaces have been allocated to the animals also kept there,

allowing them freedom of movement in surroundings resembling
their natural habitat. Skansen is, therefore, a living museum both
botanically and zoologically. A further charm is to be discovered
in the picturesque peasant costumes, representing the various
Swedish provinces, worn by the men and women employed
there.

This unique creation was dedicated by Hazelius to "the
people of Sweden", and it is now managed by a special board of
trustees.

The museums of Gothenburg are also of a very high order.

The Art Gallery and the ethnographical department of the
Gothenburg Museum being especially noteworthy. The Rhoss
Arts and Crafts Museum, housed in a handsome building, has
many beautifully arranged displays.

The Museum of Cultural History in Lund has very rich

collections, illustrating the progress of civilisation in southern
Sweden.
The above are only the most outstanding of the Swedish

museums. In addition, there are about 250 local museums,
generously supported by the public and often serving as centres
round which other institutions for the fostering of local study
and research have grown up.

Libraries.

Of the country's many public libraries, four, namely those
in Stockholm, Uppsala, Lund, and Gothenburg have a special

character, in so far as their primary aim and object is to facilitate

scientific research. Each library receives automatically a copy of
every publication printed in Sweden.

The Royal Library in Stockholm originated in the private
collections of the Kings of the Vasa dynasty. Gustavus Adolphus,
however, donated a substantial part of these to Uppsala Univers-
ity, and a further loss was sustained when Queen Christina
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The City Library, Stockholm.

carried off a great number of books to Rome on her abdic-

ation, and later again in 1697 when the Royal Palace was de-

stroyed by fire, 18,000 volumes and 1,200 manuscripts being

lost. The main part, nevertheless, on this latter occasion was

saved, and today the library is lodged in a building of its own
in HumlegSrden Park. The stock of books of the Royal Library

approximates 650,000 volumes, not counting brochures, pamph-
lets, etc. The collection of manuscripts comprises over 12,000

items. Among these may be mentioned the collections of the for-

mer Antikvitetskollegium (College of Antiquities) covering an-

cient Nordic literature and archaeology, extensive collections of

letters etc. Celebrated manuscripts on view in the exhibition hall

include Gigas librorum ("The Devil's Bible") and the Codex
aureus. The annual increment of printed matter amounts at

present to about 90,000 items, representing close on 300 shelf

metres.

It is in the University Library of Uppsala (Carolina Rediviva)
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that the most ancient and valuable collections, as well as the
most extensive ones are to be found, many treasures no doubt
having passed into its possession from the medieval Cathedral
Library in the same city. It has been steadily enriched since
the beginning of the 17th century by donations and acquisitions,

and owes not a little to the Swedish generals who "saved"
various works during their continental campaigns. Its greatest

treasure is the precious Codex Argenteus, a unique translation

of the Bible into Gothic. The translation was made by Bishop
Wulfila (318—383), who himself invented the Gothic alphabet,
the Codex itself dating from the beginning of the 6th century.
The lettering is in gold and silver on purple-coloured parchment.
There are at present upwards of 800,000 volumes, besides some
18,000 manuscripts and other extensive collections of maps,
plates, pamphlets etc. The annual increment which, in addition
to purchases (appr. 110,000 kronor yearly) and the deliveries from
Swedish printers, is based on a far-reaching system of exchanges
works out at more than 500 metres.

The Lund University Library dates from 1671, when the book-
collections of the Cathedral were transferred to the University.
It contains approximately 500,000 volumes, 10,000 manuscripts,
and 3,000 metres of treatises and brochures. Noteworthy among
the manuscripts are the great De la Gardie Collection, those of

J. C. Toll, Esaias Tegncr and others, as well as extensive collec-

tions of letters, and the library's most ancient Nordic documents
—NecTohgium lundense and Liber daticus. The increment of
foreign publications amounted in 1937 to about 25,000 items
(appr. 2,000 volumes of periodicals), of which some 17,000 were
acquired by exchange.

The Gothenburg City and University Library was created
in 1890 by amalgamating the libraries of the Gothenburg
Museum and of Gothenburg University. Other collections have
also been added and the number of books is computed at about
465,000 volumes, not counting pamphlets, etc. The collection
of manuscripts is not especially large in quantity but exceedinglv
interesting. The total annual increase in shelf-metres for the years
1 935» *936 and 1937 amounted to 311, 346 and 400 metres
respectively. Foreign publications (excluding periodicals) have
been acquired at the rate of some 9,000 volumes per year during
the present decade.

Lastly the Stockholm City Library may be mentioned. This
library, like the Central Libraries in the various provinces, is

for the use of the general public.
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Mixed Nobel.

THE NOBEL FOUNDATION
Alfred Nobel died in San Remo in 1896. The way in which

he disposed of his fortune, as laid down in the will of November
27th, 1895 has made his name immortal. The fortune — over

30 million kronor — he bequeathed to a special Foundation,

and the interest was to be distributed annually in the form of

monetary prizes to those who each year "should have conferred

the greatest benefit on mankind". Five Nobel prizes of equal

value are given each year. The prizes in physics and chemistry

are awarded by the Royal Academy of Science, in physiology

and medicine by the Royal Caroline Medico-Surgical Institute,

whilst the award of the literature prize is in the hands of the

Swedish Academy. The prize for the most signal contribution

to the work of world peace is conferred by a committee of

five, appointed by the Norwegian Storting in Oslo.

The distribution of the prizes takes place with impressive

ceremonial on December 10th, the anniversary of Nobel's death.
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Since 1901, when the prizes were awarded for the first time,
down to 1937 (inclusive), 194 persons and 3 institutions have
been honoured, the recipients representing 20 different natio-
nalities as follows:

Germany 43, England 31, France 27, U. S. A. 21, Sweden 12,
Holland 8, Switzerland 8, Denmark 7, Austria 7, Italy 6, Norway
5, Belgium 4, Spain 3, Russia 3, Poland 2, Canada 2, India 2,

Ireland 1, Hungary 1, Argentina 1.

The three institutions mentioned as having received the Peace
Prize are: L'Institut de Droit International (Ghent, Belgium),
Le Bureau International Permanent de La Paix (Berne, Switzer-
land), and Le Comite International de la Croix-Rouge (Geneva,
Switzerland). Up to 1937, a total of about 23 million kronor
had been distributed. The exact size of the emolument varies
somewhat from year to year; a maximum figure was reached in

1934, wnen eacn P"ze amounted to 173,206:26 kronor. The
honour of an award may be shared between two recipients.

LITERATURE
The Swedish literature that has come down to us in a written

form does not go back to earlier than the latter half of the 13th
century. There are, however, numerous runic inscriptions, some
of which date from as early as the 4th and 5th centuries, though
the big majority are from the period 800—1050 A. D., bearing
witness to the fact that Sweden possessed a rich lyric and epic
literature even at that time. Many of the later rune-stones are
inscribed with fragments of historical poems, exact equivalents
of which are to be found in Icelandic Edda-literature. It seems
very probable therefore that the saga-literature was common to
the Scandinavian peoples. The rock-engravings (ha'II-ristningar)

also prove that the Germanic myths, e. g. those of Siegfried and
the Nibelungen, were known in Sweden. Numerous Byzantine
myths and legends also reached the North, owing to the lively
connections maintained by the Swedish Vikings with the Near
East via the kingdom of Russia, which they themselves had
founded.

Amongst the oldest written documents in the Swedish
language are some of the ancient provincial codes of law (from
the 13th and 14th centuries), wherein are set forth legal
practices that had previously been handed down for centuries
by word of mouth.

124



"Rokstenen", the most iemaikable rune-stone in Sweden.

It was not until Christianity finally triumphed in Sweden
that the cultural life of the country began to follow lines of

development similar to southern and western Europe. Swedish
students and theologians began to resort to the famous univer-

sity of Paris and later also to the German universities, bringing
fresh currents of thought to the mother country on their return.

The dominating personality in Swedish medieval literature is

St. Bridget, whose revelations were recorded in manuscripts
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that found their way to all parts of Europe. In the monastery

which she founded at Vadstena a number of religious works

were translated from Latin into Swedish. The secular literature

of those days was very meagre, and of the folksongs only a

few have survived and in regrettably corrupt versions. With
the growth of national feeling, however, the desire to register

historical events was aroused, and our earliest Swedish chronicle,

the Erik Chronicle, was compiled at the beginning of the 14th

century.

The Lutheran Reformation abruptly severed catholic tradi-

tions, but the beginning of the 17th century saw a cultural

renaissance of a national character. Olaus Petri, the religious

reformer, was also a literary force. His masterly sermons and
religious tracts, his translation of the New Testament and above
all, his Swedish Chronicle — a very trustworthy source of inform-

ation — have earned for him the name of "the father of Swedish
Prose".

This intellectual renaissance was vigorously encouraged by
Gustavus Adolphus, Queen Christina and various noblemen. The
honour of being the father of Swedish poetry has been ascribed

to Georg Stiernhielm (d. 1677). In a warmly patriotic, didactic

work "Hercules", he tried to create a great Swedish poem on the

antique model, rather like the French poet Ronsard. Towards
the end of the 17th century the influence of French classicism

became noticeable, although a more popular form of poetry

flourished simultaneously.

During the following period, when the Swedish political

ascendancy was broken, literature came into its own, and there

was also great activity in the field of natural science. Impulses
from France and England were competing for supremacy, but
in literature the French influence predominated. The out-

standing personality is Olof von Dahlin, a wholehearted devotee

of French rationalism. He is best known for his newspaper,

"The Swedish Argus", his strictly critical "History of Sweden"
and an epic poem entitled "Swedish Freedom", obviously in-

spired by Voltaire's Henriade. The foremost mediators of French
culture were the Swedish ambassador in Paris, K. G. Tessin,

and Queen Lovisa Ulrika, the highly gifted sister of Frederick the

Great. In the middle of the 18th century Hedvig Charlotta Nor-

denflycht, a romantic poet, and two other young poets, Count
Creutz and Count Gyllenborg, gave a new inspiration to Swedish

literature, and the antagonism between the apostles of enlight-

enment and Rousseauist sentimentalists was further accentuated
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Charming interlude during a performance at

the rococo theatie at Drottningholm.

during the reign of Gustav III. This monarch, who despite his

faults was undoubtedly a great personality both in politics and
the arts, had had a thoroughly French education, but was never-

theless a champion of the national literature and an enthusiastic

patron of the opera and the drama. The mainstay of French
classicism was the Swedish Academy founded by the King, its

leading members being
J.

H. Kellgren and K. G. Leopold. Kell-

grcn brought the Swedish language to a new pitch or elegance,

and in his leading articles in the "Stockholmsposten" and his

poems he strongly attacks all forms of mysticism and superstition.

The opposite school, drawing its inspiration from Rousseau,

Ossian, and the Sturm-und-Drang poets, is represented by
Thorild and the pre-romanticist Lidner, and by Franzen in

some of his religious poems. The only poet of this period,

however, whose works can be said to be really alive still is Carl-

Michael Bellman. His Stockholm songs and ballads, so evocative

of the popular Stockholm of his day, are irresistible in their
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charming burlesque and their blend of the naturalistic and the

rococo. Even if he often borrowed the melodies for his songs,

his genius fused words and music into something wholly

original. His works will forever remain one of the most treasured

possessions of the Swedish people.

Whereas French, and to some extent English, influences had
previously been the strongest, at the beginning of the 19th

century the tide of German romanticism swept the country. The
"phosphorists", as the neo-romantic poets termed themselves,

looked for inspiration to the brothers Schlegel, Tieck, Novalis,

etc., but their foremost representative, P. D. A. Atterbom, far

surpasses them in poetical genius. The same may be said of

E.
J.

Stagnelius, who has much in common with Atterbom.
Poems of deep religious feeling and purity of form were written

by the two bishops F. M. Franzen and
J. O. Wallin.

E. G. Geijer (d. 1847) and Esaias Tegner (d. 1846) came less

under the sway of romanticism. Their influence permeated the

whole intellectual life of the country during the first part of

the 19th century. Geijer was the first pragmatic historian to

appear in Sweden and his "Annals of Sweden" and "History

of the Swedish People" are Swedish classics. His poems, though
not very numerous, are distinguished by their virility and masterly

simplicity. Tegner is looked upon as Sweden's greatest national

poet. His fame in the first place rests on "Frithiof's Saga", an
epic cycle founded on an ancient Nordic legend, but his genius

perhaps reaches its highest flight in such magnificent odes as

"Svea" and "Epilogue".

The period from 1830 to 1880 belongs to the romantic epigoni

and the liberalists, though the great poets cannot really be said

to belong to any definite school. The Finland-Swede
J.

L. Rune-
berg was a realist inspired by an ardent patriotism. As an epic

poet he is in the front rank, and his "Tales of Ensign Stil"

recounting a series of episodes from the war with Russia in 1808—
1809, have extended his fame far beyond Sweden. Viktor Ryd-
berg, the intellectual leader of his time, and Count Carl

Snoilsky, master of a poetic form of rare perfection, are both
characterised by aristocratic idealism. Their place among the

Swedish classics is assured for all time. The tendency novel

also made its appearance during this period, the radical author

C.
J.

L. Almquist, and Fredrika Bremer, pioneer of woman's
emancipation, being the foremost representatives.

About 1880 a sudden reaction set in. The philosophy of

positivism began to permeate the literary work of this time, and,
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Esaias Tegner. August Stiindbeig.

inspired by the masters of French naturalism Flaubert and Zola,
there appeared in Norway Henrik Ibsen, and in Sweden August
Strindberg, who rapidly focussed the attention of the whole
dramatic world on the Scandinavian theatre. In his very first

play, "Master Olof", and in his novel of society manners, "The
Red Room", Strindberg attacks every form of emotional artifici-

ality and the restraints imposed by conventional morality, with
revolutionary enthusiasm. Most of his works reach a very high
artistic standard, and in such plays as "The Father" and "Froken
Julie" he shows himself a master of the technique of naturalistic

drama. But Strindberg outgrew this democratic-naturalistic

phase — in fact he never attained a state of spiritual equilibrium
but remained to the end of his artistic career a rootless, restless

searcher after truth. The individualism of Nietzsche satisfied

him as little as the religious mysticism he gave expression to

in "Inferno", for example, and his play "To Damascus". Among
his later works the lyric drama "The Highway" is worthy of
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mention. The whole of Strindberg's literary work may be said

to be part of one great confession, the passionate outpourings

of a disharmonious soul, consumed by the intensity of its own
flame.

The realistic novel had a vogue also but it proved to be short-

lived. There is an echo of continental symbolism in the literature

of the nineties, though a national note is plainly discernible.

The leading literary personality, Verner von Heidenstam, is

still alive. In his early work he is a singer of the joys of youth

but he develops later an esthetic idealism, akin to Goethe's, and

a deep religious sensibility. His best known works are "The

Charles Men", a collection of stories centred on the glorious

but tragic campaign of Charles XII, and a volume of poems

"My People".

Oscar Levertin and Tor Hedberg may be said to belong to

the movement also, though the greatest poet is Gustaf Froding

(1860—1911). Froding was a lyrical genius. No other poet has

been able to win such melodious strains from the Swedish

language and no other writer has succeeded in catching just

that blend of light-heartedness and profound melancholy which

is so characteristic of the Swedish temperament. But the happy

flow of his inspiration soon gave way to a sombre introspection

which finally obscured his mind.

Selma Lagerlof is the Queen of Swedish writers. Her first and

perhaps most famous work is "Gosta Berling's Saga" which

immediately secured for her an international reputation. Her

powerful imagination and creative talent have won her a unique

place in Swedish letters. Despite her somewhat limited range

of subject and her tendency to repeat herself, she has a rich

abundancy of ideas and her characters have that touch of

eternal humanity about them that only genius has the power to

impart.

As Froding and Selma Lagerlof have pictured Swedish peasant

life against the background of Varmland scenery, so E. A. Karl-

feldt has embalmed the spirit of the beautiful, tradition-steeped

Dalarna countryside in poems of manly vigour and pregnant

richness. Norrland too has its own poet in Pelle Molin, whilst

life in Stockholm at the turn of the century found a subtle and

ironical interpreter in Hjalmar Soderberg — a novelist sharing

many traits in common with Anatole France, whose works he

incidentally translated in masterly fashion. Albert Engstrom,

with warm-hearted humour and intimate knowledge of his

subject, has described the precarious existence of the peasants
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Selma Lageiloi. Verner von Heidenstam.

of Smaland and the fishermen living on the skerries outside
Stockholm and brilliantly illustrated his stories.

Swedish literature today is multiform and uncertain in ten-

dency as elsewhere. New impulses from abroad follow on the
heels of one another, and the atmosphere of tension in the
world today does not perhaps favour the crystallisation of any
precise literary school.

Of present-day prose-writers and playwrights Sigfrid Siwertz
and Hjalmar Bergman (d. 1931) are the most well-known.
Siwertz' novel "Jonas and the Dragon" and his play "An honest
Man" render, with deep psychological insight, the conflict

between the individual and society in a realistic modern
milieu. Hjalmar Bergman, on the other hand, is a master at

portraying grotesque characters and at writing stories of

twisted human destinies. Per Lagerkvist, in powerful lyric and
dramatic works, gives voice to the anguished heart of modern
man, consumed by the fever of contemporary life.
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As regards lyric poetry, in which the Swedish literary genius

finds its most sincere and spontaneous expression, Bo Bergman
and Anders Osterling arc perhaps the foremost guardians of

a precious heritage, but younger men like Einar Malm, Hjalmar
Gullberg, and many others have also given proof that this heritage

is in good hands.

THE DAILY PRESS

The birthday of the modern Swedish newspaper can be
given exactly. On December 6th, 1830, Lars Johan Hierta

published the first number of Aftonbhdet, a daily evening paper

which still comes out in Stockholm. Liberal "public opinion"

had long before had its spokesmen, but the Aftonbhdet struck

a fresh note and was more outspoken in its criticism. The "third

estate" had become a reality.

In order to get a true perspective of the present position of

the Swedish Press we had first better glance at the times prior

to 1830. Apart from pamphlets and short-lived periodical public-

ations of a similar character, the first news-gazette proper to be
established by Swedish initiative, serving Swedish interests, was
a publication in German called Ordinar Post und Zeitung aus

dem Schwcdischen Posthause zu Leipzig. Shortly after Sweden's
entry into the Thirty Years' War, Gustavus Adolphus had created

a well organised Swedish postal system with a central office

at Leipzig, and from this office the above-mentioned publication

was distributed for many years. The first gazette in Swedish,

Ordinar Posttijdendei, was started in 1645 and originally came
out as a weekly. This paper now published daily under the

designation Post- och Iniikes Tidningar, has thus existed for

nearly 300 years and is one of the oldest existing papers in the

world. Since 1791 it has been owned and published by the

Swedish Academy and provides that institution with its prin-

cipal source of income. Owing to the rise of the modern press,

the Post- och Jnrikes Tidningar has ceased to be of any im-

portance as a news organ, but all official announcements and
decrees must be published in this paper and paid for, in order

to be legally valid.

Towards the middle of the 18th century several newspapers

were founded, amongst them the politically influential SvensJca

Argus. All of these journals were modelled more or less on the

publications of Steele and Addison. Simultaneously, provincial
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papers began to appear, the first one in Gothenburg (1749), the
second in Karlskrona (1754).

In 1766 the censorship previously exercised by the Govern-
ment was lifted, Sweden being the first country in Europe,
with the exception of England, to obtain a free press. After a
ten-years suspension during the reign of Gustavus IV, this

freedom was permanently safeguarded in one of the four
Fundamental Laws of the Realm, the Magna Charta of the
Swedish press.

Shortly after the Stockholm Aftonbladet, the Goteborgs
Handels- och Sjofaistidning in Gothenburg and the Sna'IIposten

in Malmo were founded, papers which have always maintained
a very high standard and are fully on a par with the Stockholm
papers, the oldest of which is Nya Dagligt AUehanda, an evening
daily of a distinctly conservative stamp.
Towards the end of the 19th century the Swedish press

underwent a great expansion. Modern methods of production
were applied, largely under American influence, and a high
level of efficiency was rapidly reached. The pioneer in this

respect was Svenska Dagbladet, a moderately conservative Stock-
holm daily, with which the leading personalities of the time
were closely associated, and which has always exercised a strong
political and cultural influence. Other papers, however, have
not lagged behind. The Stockholmstidningen—StockhoJms Dag-
bhd and the Dagens Nyheter, also published in the capital, and
both liberal papers, have at present the greatest circulation in

Sweden, about 150,000 copies, which, considering the size of
the population and the many competing papers, is a surprising

number. In Gothenburg the two leading papers are also liberal.

This confirms an observation made in other democratic countries
that many citizens prefer a liberal daily, even though they vote
with the Left or Right. A paper with a strong political colour
is the Socialdemokraten, though in its general journalistic make-
up it follows the same pattern as the other big Swedish dailies.

A striking feature of the Swedish daily press is the relatively

large space devoted to cultural articles, very divergent in scope,

a consequence of this being that serious weeklies and magazines
appealing to the intellectual public do not meet with much
success in Sweden. A Sunday edition of, say, Svenska Dagbladet,
would, if printed in book-form, cover about 500 ordinary pages,

not counting the advertisements, and its contents are of such a

varied nature that it corresponds to a couple of ordinary reviews.

Much attention is paid to illustrations as well.
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The news service is of the very highest order, the leading

papers all having their own correspondents in the great capitals.

As a general rule, they may be said to provide reliable inform-

ation and to show sound judgement. It would therefore hardly

be fair to accuse the Swedish press of sensationalism, though

editors know how to present the sensational when the sensational

occurs.

THE ARTS
Painting and Sculpture.

The history of Swedish art really commences with the in-

troduction of Christianity. Our forefathers, to be sure, had a

highly developed sense of beauty, as is shown by the ornament-

ation of rune-stones, everyday articles etc., but the representation

of the human form was little known in pre-Christian days.

Medieval art in Sweden is almost exclusively of a religious

character, and it is hard to discover any national traits. Church
paintings of interest, as showing the development of art, are

to be found from both the Romanesque and Gothic periods

in certain churches in southern and central Sweden, whereas

sculpture, continental in its inspiration, seems to have flourished

especially on the island of Gotland. The most interesting piece

of sculpture in Sweden surviving from pre-Renaissance times is

"St. George and the Dragon", which is in the Stockholm church

Storkyrkan.

The Renaissance first penetrated to Sweden during the reigns

of the early Vasa kings. After the Reformation had broken the

power of the Church, art entered into the service of the lords

of this world, and instead of churches, fortified castles were built,

the work of construction and decoration being entrusted to

foreigners, to German and Flemish artists and workmen in

particular. Only in architecture is it possible to speak of a national

style, the Vasa style, the princes who ordered the building of

these castles having no doubt definite ideas of their own. In

mural painting and sculpture, however, foreign modes largely

predominated. Statues and easel-pieces from this time are very

rare.

The period of Sweden's political ascendancy in the 17th

century, resembles the Vasa period in that the artists were

nearly all of foreign extraction. Here again the king and his

nobles were patrons of building and called in the services of
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St. George and the Dragon, sculpture in Storkyrlcan, Stockholm.

the artist to decorate their castles and mansions. Portrait pain-

ting, however, flourished at this time. Elbfas, a Livonian,

painted some rather mediocre portraits of Gustavus Adolphus,

but the canvases of David Beck, a Dutchman, possess both

character and a grave beauty, especially his study of Queen
Christina, though by far the most productive portrait-painter

was D. K. von Ehrenstrahl, who is well represented in the

unique Gripsholm collection of historical portraits, which dates

from this time. Ehrenstrahl, who remained in Sweden until

his death, exercised a very great influence, though he hardly

merits the title of "The Father of Swedish Painting" which is

often given to him. Best known of his works are the somewhat

ostentatious allegorical ceiling paintings in the House of the

Nobles in Stockholm. Two Frenchmen, Bourdon and Signac,

should also be mentioned, as forerunners of the distinctly

French-inspired period that followed when Sweden's political

power declined.
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The building of the Royal Palace in Stockholm (1697—1754)
marks the opening of a new artistic epoch, which bears the stamp
of the French rococo style. A school of drawing formed by the
French artists who had been summoned to the country, led
to the founding of the Royal Academy of Art, which exercised
a formative influence on the work of young Swedish artists.

The French sculptor, Philippe Bouchardon, executed a num-
ber of meritorious works in embellishment of the Royal Palace,
and his colleague, P. H. Larchevesque, became the teacher of
our greatest Swedish sculptor,

J.
T. Sergei. The latter's most

prominent works are today in the Stockholm National Museum,
and include the "Faun reclining", which created a great

sensation in Rome where it was executed. Sergei is also the
author of the fine statue of Gustavus III on the Logarden
steps at the foot of the Royal Palace. Sergei gradually succumbed
to the frigidity of the neo-classical school, but his best pieces
are imbued with the living warmth of his own vital personality,

and in their purity of line recall the works of antiquity.

Three Swedish painters, Lundgren, Roslin, and Lafrensen,
acquired fame at this time in Paris, where they are still repre-

sented in the Louvre. Lundgren became a member of the
French Academy of Art, Roslin rose to rapid celebrity and
received the privilege of free quarters at the Louvre, whilst the
gouache paintings of Lafrensen made a strong appeal to the
connoisseurs of Paris and London. Copperplate engravings of

Lafrcnsen's paintings are much sought after by collectors through-
out Europe today. Another remarkable artist was K. G. Pilo,

who was an original colourist. His enormous canvas, the "Coron-
ation of Gustavus III", now in the National Museum, was never
quite finished, but even in its unfinished state it ranks as one
of our greatest art treasures.

The 18th century was definitely a flowering period for

Swedish art and many other names could be mentioned. This
was largely due to the inspired and tireless patronage of Gusta-
vus III, a great lover of art in all its manifestations. Although
strongly influenced by foreign fashions, the rococo and later

by the neo-classical styles, he was broad-minded enough fully

to appreciate and generously to encourage any national charac-

teristics that manifested themselves in the work of his proteges.

The greater part of the 19th century was a period of decline,

and no new impulses were received from abroad. It was not
until the beginning of the 1880's that Art awoke from its long
sleep. Dissatisfied with academic studio-painting which had
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The song-marker C. M. Bellman and the sculptor

T. Sergei, painting by Carl Larsson.



become dead and formalistic, a group of young Swedish painters

betook themselves to Paris, where, like their Swedish predeces-

sors a century before, they found stimulating instruction amid in-

spiring sourroundings, and had their creative instincts roused.

These young men fell under the influence of realism and im-

pressionism. Plein-air painting was what they wanted, and that

deep feeling for nature which is inherent in the northern race

found striking expression in their work. On their return to

Sweden in 1886, these artists formed the "Artists' Association",

a body anti-academic in its bias, which for three decades exercised

a decisive influence on Swedish art which now definitely assumed
a national character.

Ernst Josephsson (d. 1906) was above all a colourist. Two of

his best works are "Blacksmiths" in the Oslo National Gallery,

and the strangely suggestive "River Sprite", which was purchased
by Prince Eugen and offered by him to the National Museum,
though the latter institution declined the offer; the picture is

now one of the most admired exhibits in the gallery of the

"Painter-Prince".

Carl Larsson (d. 1919) is Swedish of the Swedes and best

beloved of all native artists. Essentially a painter of homelife,

he nevertheless mastered the difficult art of monumental
painting, witness his splendid frescoes in the National Museum.
Bruno Liljefors is the greatest animal painter in Sweden, and

it would be hard to find his equal in any other country.

The Swedish artist best known, however, throughout the

world is Anders Zorn (d. 1921). He won fame and fortune at

an early age as a portraitist though it is not in his portrait

painting that he stood supreme. His pictures are marvellously

life-like whether he paints a Parisian ballroom or a Stockholm
brewery, peasants on the way to church at Mora or bathing
girls on Dalaro. His sculpture also shows the master hand,
though his fame rests primarily on his etchings. These number
close on three hundred and are much sought after both in

Europe and America.

The King's brother Prince Eugen, has in some of his canvases

made a signal contribution to the art of Swedish landscape

painting. He has also painted large-scale frescoes, and some
of his work is to be seen in the Stockholm Town Hall. In this

connection three other landscape painters should be mentioned,
Karl Nordstrom (d. 1928), Nils Kreuger (d. 1930) and Eugene
Jansson (d. 1915). Carl Wilhelmson (d. 1928) had a rare gift

for rendering strongly charactered Swedish folk types.
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Carl Milks, the most eminent oi Swedish sculptors.



In sculpture too fresh advances were made. An outstanding
figure is Per Hasselberg (d. 1894), who in the exquisite beauty
of his female nudes recalls Sergei.

Carl Eldh's bronzes of prominent Swedish personalities show
a keen psychological insight. In a sense he marks the transition

to a more radical phase, represented first and foremost by Carl
Milles, a brilliantly original and prolific artist, whose fame has
reached the end of the world.

There are many talented artists at work today in Sweden
whose names are known far outside their own country. The
interest in art is widespread and genuine and finds expression
in creative work rather than in mere controversy.

Music.

It is only during the last few decades that Swedish music
has begun to be known and appreciated in other countries.
Scandinavian and international music festivals, and of course
broadcasting, have served to draw attention to a country that
musically speaking was previously only known as the home of

Jenny Lind and Kristina Nilsson.

Individual Swedish composers may not be very well-known
but there is a living musical tradition extending right back to
the Middle Ages. A rich inheritance of folk songs and dances,
which with the advent of the 19th century began to be recorded,
have come down through the ages. Even during periods when
foreign tastes and fashions predominated, the old melodies were
kept alive among the people. The preservation of this native
music owes much to the popular "fiddling contests".

Down to the beginning of the 19th century official Swedish
music was dominated by foreigners. This applies to the Court
Orchestra, which dates back to the time of the Vasa Kings, the
Royal Academy of Music and the Royal Opera, both founded
by Gustavus III. Gradually, however, a national school emerged.
The first important Swedish composer was Franz Berwald
(d. 1868). His "Symphonie Serieuse" and "Symphonie Singu-
liere", are works of a high musical inspiration, likewise his

opera, "Estrella de Soria", which was first performed at the
inauguration of the new Opera House in 1898. August Soderman
is considered the most national of our composers. His dramatic
music reaches a high level in his incidental music to 'The Maid
of Orleans" and "The wedding at UlMsa" etc. The influence
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The Royal Opera.

of Wagner is noticeable in the scenic music of Wilhelm Sten-

hanimar (d. 1927) and Wilhelm Petersson-Berger, although the

works of both are distinctly nordic in character. Stenhammar,

who was also great as a pianist, was for many years director

of the Gothenburg Symphonic Orchestra, though it was in his

chamber music that his genius found its fullest expression. He
wrote some beautiful songs too: the hymn to Sweden, "Sverige"

is on of the most precious things in Swedish music.
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The foremost place amongst Swedish symphonic composers
is undoubtedly held by Hugo Alfven. His rhapsody "Midsum-
mernight vigil" is also well-known. Since 1910 Alfven has occu-

pied the much coveted post of Director Musices at Uppsala Uni-

versity. Prominent amongst the younger generation of compo-
sers are T. Rangstrom and K. Atterberg, the latter a figure of

international celebrity.

In the past Swedish composers have paid more attention to

melody than to polyphony and instrumentation, which is only

natural, as Sweden is a land of song and lyric. We must not for-

get Gunnar Wennerberg who in his "Gluntarne", or songs of

student life at Uppsala in the 1840's, created a counterpart to

Bellman's songs of Stockholm. Male choir singing is extraordi-

narily popular, partly as a result of the student choirs of Uppsala,
Lund and Stockholm giving a lead to the rest of the country.

The students show a fine mastery of this branch of choral art

and have frequently toured European countries and the U. S. A.
with great success.

Musical activity in Sweden finds a focus in the State-support-

ed Concert Societies of Stockholm and Gothenburg. The sym-
phony orchestras in these two cities are composed of highly

accomplished musicians and are under expert direction, the
greatest conductors and soloists of our day also being frequently

invited to participate in the concerts. Five other cities have per-

manent orchestras, some of which are under State patronage.

The Swedes fully realise that music should be performed in

worthy surroundings. The term "concert-house" as applied to

these magnificent buildings hardly does them justice: "temples
of music" should they be called rather.

The Royal Opera at Stockholm occupies a place all its own.
Under the management of John Forsell, who has long been one
of its most distinguished artists, this institution has won well-

merited fame and in recent years Swedish singers have often

been invited to Dresden, Covent Garden and the Metropolitan
Opera, New York.

The Drama.

The Swedish theatre is not old — in 1937 it celebrated its bi-

centenary. Latin plays, it is true, and later on Swedish ones,

were given at the grammar-schools in the 16th century and,
during long periods, foreign companies of actors gave perfor-
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The Royal Dramatic Theatre.

mances at Court and in hired halls. It was not, however, until

1737 that a permanent company of Swedish actors was formed.

Gustavus III did much for the theatre but it was the opera

perhaps that lay nearest his heart. The court theatres installed

by him at Gripsholm and Drottningholm are still to be seen;

the latter of these has recently been subjected to careful and
conscientious restoration and affords a unique opportunity of

visualising the theatre of the 18th century. In its present res-
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tored state the Drottningholm theatre is something much more
than a museum: it is in fact in full working order, and every

summer one or two rococo plays are given here, identical in every

least detail with those presented here before the "Roi Char-
mcur".

Stockholmers are enthusiastic theatre-goers. A few years ago
there were more theatres in the Swedish capital in proportion

to the population than in any other city in the world. First in

importance comes the Royal Dramatic Theatre, which is the

national theatre, and always has a varied repertory of classical

and modern plays of high quality on hand. There is also a School
of Dramatic Art attached to it. The Gothenburg Municipal
Theatre also plays a prominent part in the dramatic life of the
nation, the staging apparatus representing the last word in tech-

nical perfection.

ARCHITECTURE
It is perhaps significant that in other countries they speak

of "Swedish architecture" and not "architecture in Sweden".
There is a good reason for this distinction, for Swedish architec-

ture has reached a very high degree of national originality, and
yet the Western European will not find it outlandish or repug-

nant to his taste. Swedish architecture has, indeed, none of the
sentimentality and patriotic bombast that one usually associates

with a "national" style. On the contrary in tradition it derives

from the severity and sane objectivity of the Vasa castle,

in the construction of which practical considerations came first.

The character of the country, climatic conditions, and the
availability of building materials are the three basic factors that

regulate architectural development. It is very much to the credit

of the Swedish architects that artificiality and affectation have
not been allowed to develop at the expense of practical expe-

diency and natural simplicity. This is true both as regards struc-

tural technique, proportioning, design and treatment of mate-
rials. Due regard, as a rule, has been paid to natural conditions

and the final architectural achievement is a standing embodi-
ment of the Nordic genius, its austerity and reserve, but also its

grandeur and nobility.

From prehistoric times down to the first part of the 16th cen-

tury Sweden's vast oak and pine forests furnished all that was
necessary in the way of constructional materials. In buildings
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The House of the Nobles, huilt in the lyth century.

preserved from those times, or in illustrations of such buildings,

one is struck by the simple but ingenious mode of construction.

The heathen temples are said to have been as imposing in their

massiveness of form as in their splendour of interior embellish-

ment. Thus, according to one description, the log walls of the

temples of Uppsala were completely covered with shields of gold.

Wood is still very widely used as a building material, and in

the country it is used almost exclusively. It is economical, gives

good insulation against changes of temperature, and conveys

a feeling of homelike comfort which is further heightened by
the cheerful effect of the beautiful red colour generally used for

painting the houses, the so-called "Falu-red", originally a product

of the Falun Copper mine.

For purposes of fortification, and in the construction of church-

es and monasteries, stone was utilised back in the Middle Ages;

in Stockholm and on Gotland a number of ordinary dwellings

built of stone were also to be found; though it was not until

145



after the Reformation that stone came into general use. Amongst
the architectural masterpieces surviving from medieval times
the cathedrals of Uppsala, Skara and Lund, and the city wall of

Visby must receive especial mention. The whole island of Got-
land in fact was covered with edifices of imposing grandeur
and elegance, Visby in its palmy days being a centre of wealth
and prosperity, with sandstone and variegated limestone quarries

close at hand. These materials, which are easy in the handling,
enabled craftsmen to achieve a richness of detail not to be
matched elsewhere in Sweden.

In the architecture of the Vasa Period granite churches and
convents give place to secular buildings of massive brick work,
marble, sandstone and limestone. Gustavus and his sons were
great builders and the piles they reared bear an unmistakably
national impress, though actually they were constructed for

the most part by foreign architects, who took the work in hand.
The old Stockholm Palace, the "Three Crowns", and the castle

of Kalmar were restored, whilst Gripsholm, Vadstena and Upp-
sala castles were built. These edifices, of great importance in

themselves have also provided later generations of Swedish ar-

chitects with an inexhaustible source of inspiration. The period
following the Thirty Years' War, when Sweden's political pres-

tige was at its height, did not however lead to any exclusiveness

in national taste. On the contrary, foreign influences are plainly

discernible. An architectural gem of the purest water, dating
from this period, is the House of the Nobles in Stockholm, in

the erection of which French, Dutch and Swedish architects

co-operated.

In 1607, when Charles XII ascended the throne, the old
palace of the "Three Crowns" was burnt down. The new palace,

epoch-making in the history of Swedish art, was built by a pair

of architectural geniuses, the two Nikodemus Tessins, father

and son. It was not completed until shortly after 1750. In mass-
ive grandeur and line of classical purity this noble building
towers up in the very heart of Stockholm, integral with the
waters and islands that are the capital's natural adornment.
During the 18th century the Palace was a veritable nursery of

the arts, painters, sculptors and craftsmen seeking inspiration

and instruction there and leaving in turn the mark of their own
genius on the decorative art of the age. After a new period of

brilliance in the reign of Gustavus III, when the Louis XVI
style, modified by Italian classical influence, led to the evolution

of a specifically Swedish style, the "Gustavian", Swedish archi-
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The Engelbiekt Church, Stockholm, architect Lais Wahlman, 20th cent.



tecture entered on a period of decline. Feeling for tradition and

sureness of taste in the selection of materials were lost — with

appalling consequences.

It was not until about 1895 that new forces began to stir

which were soon to lead to a remarkable renaissance of Swedish

architecture, and the emergence of a new and independent

school. Grey, red and black granite, light-grey and rose-coloured

limestone and pastel-shaded sandstone again came into their

own as facade material. Above all these, however, triumphed

dull-faced brick. The handmade Swedish brick, with its deep-red

glow and unevenness of surface afforded an excellent material for

evoking the interplay of light and shadow on wall surfaces.

Against this background, the light Swedish granite stands out

in most effective contrast, producing a genuinely nordic im-

pression. The exteriors of the Medical Society building by Carl

Westman, the Hogalid Church by Ivar Tengbom, and the Town
Hall by Ragnar Ostberg, all in Stockholm, afford perfect ex-

amples of this architectural technique. But it is not simply

in the selection of materials, in the execution of ornament and

the determination of outward form that these masters reveal

their faithful and conscientious study of Swedish tradition:

the reveal it in their structural design and proportioning of in-

teriors. Westman loves massiveness of form and monumental
simplicity. These characteristics of his find perfect embodiment
in the Law Courts in Stockholm. Ostberg has a richer style —
nordic and southern elements being fused into a harmonious
whole, yet the final product, strangely enough, remains typi-

cally Swedish. This ease with which valuable foreign elements

are assimilated without detriment to northern homogeneity has

been a feature of Swedish cultural development down through

the ages.

The Town Hall of Stockholm cannot do other than eterna-

lise the name of Ragnar Ostberg its architect. If Tessin's master-

piece is emblematical of the kingdom of Sweden, the Town Hall

stands for the Swedish capital. Mirrored in the open waters of

Lake Malaren, it stands in beauty, its contours melting into the

frame of the landscape and the perspectives of the city, a blend

of the handiwork of man and nature, a sublime memorial to

the genius of the Swedish race. The view that develops through

the arcades of the Courtyard across the garden terrace to the

waters of Riddaifjaiden and the islets and the rocky cliffs of

Soder beyond is of unforgettable beauty. In designing the inte-

rior, the architect's creative imagination found still freer play,
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The Stockholm Town Hall, architect Ragnai Ostberg, 20th. cent.



the Blue Hall, the Golden Banqueting Hall, the Prince's Gallery,

the Vault of the Hundred, affording fascinating examples of

modern interior decoration. In constructing the building and

embellishing it, Ostberg employed Swedish talent exclusively —
engineers, workmen, craftsmen and artists — so that the Town
Hall is not only a worthy symbol of Stockholm itself but a

living embodiment of Swedish artistic ideals.

Other notable buildings of the same period in Stockholm are

the School of Technology by Erik Lallerstedt, the Stadium by

Torben Grut, the Engelbrekt Church by Lars Wahlman, and

mention should also be made of the Masthugg Church in Go-

thenburg by Sigfrid Eriksson. A similar style is to be found in

some of the most beautiful residential districts in Stockholm

(Diploma tstaden) and in Gothenburg (Lorensbergsomradet).

That a reaction should set in against the Westman-Ostberg
school was only natural. It emerges first in Ivar Tengbom e. g.

in his University College of Commerce and Concert Hall in

Stockholm, in which rationalism of construction and a discip-

lined classicism are the salient characteristics. It is further to be

seen in Carl Bergsten's Liljewalch Art Gallery, a building austere

in its restraint without undue emphasis on the materials used,

and in the work of E. G. Asplund, the architect of the Stock-

holm City Library, where classical monumentality blends curi-

ously though effectively with modern glass and concrete work.

This reaction becomes still more marked after 1930. Both the

national and the classical styles were renounced by the new ge-

neration, whose principal source of inspiration was Le Corbu-

sier. Technical and social functionalism was raised to the dig-

nity of an aesthetic norm, and the standardisation of materials

and styles became the ruling principle in all constructive work.

Exaggerations were inevitable in the first phase, but now, the

new style has attained to a certain maturity, thanks partly to

the practical interest displayed in the new development by the

representatives of the preceding schools. Residential buildings

have taken on an airy and open appearance, whilst business pre-

mises and factories have also undergone vast improvement

through the application of the new principles. That this style

of architecture can, without violence, be adapted to the natural

surroundings, is proved by the radically functionalistic flour-

mills and silos of the Co-operative Society, built by Eskil Sun-

dahl on an islet in the harbour entrance to Stockholm.

Developments elsewhere, both in the big industrial centres,

and in the rural districts, have, in the main, followed along the
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The Conceit Hall, Halsingborg, architect Sven Markeiius, 1932.

same lines, though at times local differences in climatic and
topographical conditions have exerted a modifying influence.

There is no reason at the moment to fear any stagnation in

building activity or any fixation in these utilitarian styles, for

controversy is as lively as the enthusiasm of the architects, and
the technical possibilities as great as the natural resources. More-
over, natural tradition still stands firm amidst the repercussions
of international forces.

ARTS AND CRAFTS
In Sweden, as in other countries, the old handicraft traditions

were lost during the 19th century as a result of the spread of

industrialism. A long period of sterile imitation and debased
taste was the inevitable consequence, for it was not as yet rea-

lised that the new technique of production demanded new
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forms and new means of expression. An early attempt on the

part of some disciples of William Morris to raise the standards of

industrial craftmanship and to bring back beauty to objects of

everyday use came to nought.

The progress of industrialisation was, however, relatively slow

in Sweden; in the provinces there were still certain districts

where the bulk of the articles in daily family use were made by
hand, hereditary skill, and indeed instinct, continuing to pro-

duce articles and materials of serviceable beauty. The modern
textile industry owes much to this fact, as we shall presently see.

It goes without saying that the aesthetic culture of a people

depends upon the general economic and educational level. A
country that has a wealthy ruling class and a numerous unedu-
cated proletariat may attain to a high degree of refinement

amongst the favoured few, but the big mass of the populace are

apt to be left without aesthetic aspirations. In such a country,

manufactured goods can hardly be expected to reach to any
standard of artistic excellence. The structure of Swedish society

is exceptionally homogeneous. There is no real line of demar-
cation between the aristocracy of birth and money on the one
hand, and the great middle class on the other; furthermore, the

standard of life both of the working man and the farmer is

remarkably high. Artistic endeavour, therefore, meets with real

understanding, and the various art and craft products find app-

reciative purchasers. This is partly due to the fact that the

transition from old to new has been a smooth one and it

is gratifying to note that the production of articles of rubbishy

quality seems to meet with ever increasing difficulty owing to

the indifference of the public to this class of goods.

Collaboration between art and industry is a recent pheno-
menon. But long before such collaboration became the general

rule, the manufacture of textiles had reached a high artistic

standard. In technique and style the Swedish textile industry

derives from the home-plied craft, finding inspiration in the

old traditional styles and patterns. Not only home-sloyd proper,

but modern hand-weaving and industrial manufacture as well,

are on a high plane today, the two latter industries having found
their own special modes of expression.

Formerly home-sloyd varied greatly in the various provinces

as to choice of motif and technique. As characteristic examples

may be mentioned the RoIJakan-weaving of Scania, somewhat
resembling the Kelim in technique, the Rosengang of Dalecarlia

and the Flossa and the Rya-knotting techniques. Today the
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Arrival oi the Vikings in Vinland. Hand-woven tapestry.

patterns are common property throughout the country, and

both from the point of view of quality and quantity home-

sloyd may be said to be enjoying a renaissance providing a means

of livelihood for many thousands of people.

The modern hand-made textiles are far from being slavish

imitations of the traditional home-sloyd products. Credit is

especially due to two artists, Elsa Gullberg and Martha MMs-
Fjetterstrom, for the indisputable success that these textiles have

enjoyed throughout the country.

Thanks to the encouragement industrially manufactured tex-

tiles have received from the Swedish Society of Arts and Crafts,

especially in connection with the Stockholm Exhibition of 1930,

they are no longer looked down upon as being of inferior value.

This industry operates under most favourable conditions and is

trying to meet the modern demand for work of real merit by

employing artists who have made a special study of the prob-

lems of mechanical fabrication.
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What can be more beautiful than a piece of Onefois figured ghsi

The leading exponent of modern household art is Carl Malm-
sten, furniture designer, whose influence has not been limited
to the revival of the art of cabinet-making but who, by teaching
and propaganda has illuminated the whole subject of home-
equipment. He has designed some exquisite pieces of furniture
for the Stockholm Town Hall and has done much to emphasise
the importance of rationality of form and the dignified treat-

ment of materials. The solid foundation of tradition and objectiv-
ity on which he and his colleagues build, affords a guarantee
against the uncritical acceptance of ephemeral fads of style.

Together with Malmsten a number of highly gifted artists

have devoted their talents to the service of industry, including
Simon Gate and Edward Hald, who chose glass as their medium,
and Wilhelm Kage, who devoted himself to ceramics. Most
admired abroad have been the products of the Orrefors and
Kosta glassworks, but there are other firms which achieve work
of the highest beauty. The masterpieces of engraved and etched
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A masterpiece from Gustavsberg.

glasses from the hands of Gate and Hald, however, may be said

to be wholly unique. Glass for everyday use has also happily

caught something of the grace of this outstanding work.

In ceramics Gustavsberg and Gavle occupy a position analo-

gous to that of Orrefors and Kosta in glass, but many others

e. g. Rorstrand and Lidkoping compete successfully with them.

The green-glaze "Argenta" with its silver ornamentation, created

by Kage at Gustavsberg, is particularly noteworthy.
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The Town Hall and Law Courts in Stockholm afford nu-
merous examples of modern Swedish wrought-iron work. It is

forged by smiths from the iron districts in the provinces, whose
professional skill has been handed down through generations.
Cast-iron products have also attained a high artistic quality of
late through the influence of such sculptors as Ivar Johnsson
and Erik Gate, both attached to the famous Nafvekvarn works,
founded in the time of Gustavus Adolphus.

Swedish pewter is not quite so much in demand at present
as it was some years ago. Interest has been transferred rather
to silverware, which through the efforts of two artists, Jacob
Angman and Baron Erik Fleming, has reached a high degree
of perfection. In this as in other branches of art progress has
been made through the originality and enterprise of individual
artists.

The renaissance in the art of book-production goes back to
the turn of the century, Waldemar Zachrisson of Gotcborg
being one of the chief pioneers. The type in modern Swedish
books is distinguished by its sobriety and clarity of style, eschew-
ing all meretricious effects. Illustrative art exhibits the same
well-balanced character.

It is extremely difficult to make a synthesis of present-day
conditions and tendencies in Swedish art, as new ideas and new
forms are constantly appearing. We hope, however, that we
have been able to show that in the various arts and crafts an
advance is being made over a wide front; and that rooted in the
cultural traditions of the past as they are, they also move with
the times and take rationalism as one of their watchwords.

The above brief summary of Swedish cultural life does not
establish sufficiently clearly the extent to which intellectual and
artistic activity is disseminated throughout the country. The
capital leads, but is followed closely by other towns, Gothen-
burg and Halsingborg in the first place, and the university towns
of Uppsala and Lund. In a number of smaller towns, and in un-
expected places one finds cultural institutions of surprisingly
high standard. This is due to the spirit of loyal citizenship and
the deep love of country that characterises the dwellers in
these places. State support has been forthcoming only on a
small scale but private donations have been all the more gener-
ous. Gothenburg in this respect occupies pride of place, and the
foreign visitor may well marvel at what this commercial and
shipping centre, with its mere 260,000 inhabitants, has to show.
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ECONOMIC LIFE

Sweden's natural resources have obviously been the deciding

factor in the development of the nation's economic life, but

it was only with the expansion of international trade and the

consequent opening up of markets for the specific products of

the country that flourishing industrial conditions began to

prevail. In reckoning up these resources it is not enough to

think in terms of tons and horsepower; certain imponderable

factors must also be taken into account such as technical

aptitude and skill and the spirit of commercial enterprise.

In Sweden there is really only one industry of ancient stand-

ing, i. e. mining. It was not until the middle of the 19th century

that the wood industry began to develop in such an extra-

ordinary fashion, springing up to satisfy the ever-growing need

for building-materials in the big industrial countries. The manu-
facturing industries are of later date; nevertheless, Swedish

quality products have already acquired name and fame in the

markets of the world.

In industry, mechanisation and rationalisation have in-

creasingly become the watchwords, as is illustrated by the

diagram below. With the figures for 1913 as a basis, it shows

the changes in the numbers of industrial workers and in the

volume of production and also the increase in the use of direct

mechanical power in industry.

Approximately l
/a of the total industrial output is exported.

The mining, metallurgical and engineering, and timber in-

dustries are by far the most important and they dominate the

export trade. About 35 % of the value of the export trade is

accounted for by products of the first three industries, whilst the

timber and wood industries answer for no less than 50 %.
Concentration on the production of quality goods and certain

specialities is an outstanding feature of Swedish industry. This
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During the latter half of the 19th century Sweden was still

predominantly agrarian, despite the fact that the production

of foodstuffs has not been particularly favoured by nature.

Arable land in Sweden covers only approximately 9 % of

the total area of the country, which is equal to the surface

covered by lakes and rivers. Meadow and pasture land cover

less than 2 %, whereas more than half of the area is occupied

by forests (see map, page 33). The use to which the soil is put
varies considerably in different parts of the country in

accordance with variations in the natural conditions. Thus in

the southernmost province no less than 71.4 % of the total

area consists of arable land, whereas for the province farthest

to the north the corresponding figure is only 0.6 % (see map,

Page 33)-

The big majority of proprietors and farmers have been
throughout the ages, free peasants, a state of affairs which has

been of vital importance in shaping the social and political life of

the country. During the 18th and 19th centuries most of the

estates and ploughland belonging to the Crown was divided

among the peasants, who came into full legal possession of it.

Today Sweden is still in the main a land of small peasant

proprietors, as is illustrated by the table below.

Size Category



under cultivation each year only amounts to about 2,500 acres,

it is the changes in farming technique that are to be held

responsible for the enormous increase in production. The
factors making for the progress of the agricultural industry have
been the duties on imported grain first put on during the

agricultural crisis in Europe in the 1880's but also, still more,

the general industrialisation of the country, through which the

standard of living has been steadily raised. This in its turn, has

brought about a growing demand for animal foodstuffs and
farmers have accordingly obtained better prices for these

products.

The table below gives data illustrating developments up to

Area cultivated and agricultural production 1891

—

1935 (1891/95=100)



Harvest-time in Skane.

in the yield, quality and hardiness of our various grains and
fodders, and thus counteracted the climatic drawbacks of the

country.

At present Sweden is almost self-supporting in regard to

foodstuffs. Grain has to be imported, it is true, for certain

flour-milling requirements and imports correspond to about

10 % of the total consumption; considerable quantities of

vegetable oils and fats for the margarine industry, as well as
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various colonial products, have also to be imported. On the
other hand however, Sweden exports both grain and quality-

controlled butter and bacon (see page 188) — almost exclusively

to the British market.

The thing that strikes the foreigner in studying Swedish agri-

culture is the length to which the farmers nave carried their

co-operation in regard to both production and marketing. There
are seed and breeding associations in almost every province;

mills, dairies, slaughter-houses, curing factories and selling organs

are run and owned to a great extent by co-operative farmers'

associations. It is no longer necessary to force farmers to accept
education and enlightenment. In agricultural matters, on the
contrary, they themselves join in establishing schools and ex-

perimental stations. The farmer class in Sweden attains a

high level both of efficiency and prosperity and is well equipped
for the important task of supplying the Swedish nation with
its food.

WATER POWER
For a long time the lack of coal and mineral oils retarded

Sweden's industrial development.
It was only after 1890 when the problem of the trans-

mission of electrical energy was solved by Jonas Wenstrom, a

Swede, through his brilliant application of the three-phase

system that it became possible to exploit the immense sources

of energy latent in the Swedish waterfalls, thereby providing
industry with an invaluable source of motive power at comparativ-
ely low costs.

The superabundant wealth of lakes, rivers and waterfalls is

distributed throughout the length and breadth of the country,
but the height and power of the falls increases the farther north
you go. Indeed, with the exception of the Trollhattan falls in

the Gota River, just south of the gigantic reservoir of Lake
Vanern, the chief sources of power (about 75 %) are to be found
in the northern provinces. Up to now, the southern provinces,

which are completely electrified, have themselves produced all

the power they have required, but it is only a question of a

few years before it will be necessary for them to resort to trans-

ferring power from Norrland to satisfy the ever-increasing

demands of their expanding industries, for soon every ounce of

energy will have been extracted.
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Hydro-electric resources. High-tension cables.

Three quarters ot the water power resources are situated in Norrhnd: the

greater part ot the energy is consumed in central and southern Sweden.



However, the untapped reserves of power are still enormous,
and the possibilities of further regulating the lakes and utilizing

the falls especially in Norrland, are considerable. A recent care-

ful inventory computes the total amount of available power at

6.5 million kw., which corresponds to an annual production

of 32,500 million kw.-hours. In these calculations every water-

way has been treated as a separate unit and the results summed
up together. Nature having ordained that the low water period

shall coincide with the winter season in the Norrland rivers,

and with the summer as a rule in the central and southern
parts, it will be feasible to compensate for a temporary deficit

in the one region by generating surplus power in the other,

once a main line running from north to south has been
established. Consequently the above figure of 6.5 million kw.
is probably too low. At the end of 1937 tnc hydro-electric

power utilized reached the figure of about 1.7 million kw.,

whilst the output of electrical energy is estimated at 8,000
million kw.-hours.

Industry is by far the greatest consumer of electrical power,
accounting for some 80 %. It is almost entirely electrified,

though for purposes of steam heating and for smelting require-

ments coal is still imported. The railways are also electrified to

the extent that more than 50 % of the transport is effected by
hydro-electric power. Furthermore, farming and household
equipment have been electrified to a great extent, and this

development progresses rapidly.

The State owns about a third of the country's power resources,

the rest being in the hands of municipal or private enterprises.

Since in Sweden all running water belongs to the owner of

the land along its banks, the State's ownership of water-power
is dependent upon its position as proprietor of riparian land.

This legal situation has, however, not led to chaotic compe-
tition; on the contrary, it has given rise to an effective system
of co-operation between State, municipal and private agencies,

the State nevertheless having enough say in the matter to

normalise rates and prices. This system is known all the world
over as the Swedish System.

At the moment the state-owned power districts are divided
into three groups: the Central Block, which stretches from
coast to coast in a broad band and includes the important
district of the great lakes, the power stations at Trollhattan,

Alvkarleby and the steam-driven central reserve in Vasteras,

the Nonfois Complex on the coast of central Norrland, sup-
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The Krangede barrage.

ported by the power stations at Norrfors and Sillre, and Por/us

by the Lulealv, which generates the power for the mining

industry of upper Lapland.

Among the larger private concerns particularly worth men-
tioning are: Sydsvenska Kiaft A.-B., which provides a large

section of southern Sweden with electrical power, coming from

stations by the river Lagan and several smaller rivers; Hammar-
foisens Kraft A.-B., which dominates the coast of lower Norr-

land with its important sawmills and pulp industries; and also

Krangede A.-B. The latter concern has a character all its own,

for during the last decade there was a certain territorial rectific-

ation of the various power-districts, in reference to the geograph-

ical situation of the big power centres and the lay-out of the

more important power mains, whilst at the same time joint

transmission was established and power exchange between
adjoining districts. To be sure, numerous smaller power-stations

are to be found dotted about the various districts, these being
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mostly run independently to satisfy local requirements. The
establishment of the Krangede station, however, marks the
opening of a new era, which will be characterised, as we have
already indicated in this chapter, by the transmission of power
from Norrland to central and southern Sweden and power
exchange between concerns separated from each other by wide
distances. The Knlngede Falls are in the Indals River, prac-

tically in the centre of Norrland, and even now, in the first

stage of their exploitation, supply numerous industries in central

Sweden and also the city of Stockholm with electrical energy.

Preparatory steps, however, are now being taken for the carrying

of the direct 200,000 volt lines via Orebro to the town of

Nassjo, south of Lake Vattern which lies at a distance from the
source of generation equivalent to the mileage separating
London and Aberdeen. KrSngede recognizes no boundaries of
district.

The State grid has been further augmented recently by a

132,000 volt line from Porjus via the Norrfors complex to
Stadsforsen though a small stretch still awaits completion;
furthermore, a 220,000 volt line has been decided on from
Stadsforsen to Vasteras, which will thus become the chief grand
junction for all state main lines running from north to south.
The more important state, municipal and private power

concerns are therefore directly linked up with this organically

developed network of trunk lines. The State, as we have seen,

does not exercise its tutelary privileges in any burdensome way
and there is fruitful co-operation by all parties concerned to
utilize available power resources in a national and economical
way for the common benefit of the nation.

THE FORESTS
Resources.

The huge belt of forests stretching from Sweden across
Finland to Russia and Northern Siberia is one of the world's
two chief wood reserves; the other great source of supply is

constituted by Canada and certain northerly regions of the
United States. In 1937 Sweden's share in world exports of
certain forestry products amounted to 42 % for chemical wood
pulp, 31 % for mechanical pulp, and 13 % for paper and card-

board, which figures show how vital is the Swedish contribution
to the satisfaction of the world demand for these products.
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Lumbering in DalecarJia.

By far the greater part of the forest areas consists of conifers,
spruce and pine, which furnish the raw material for ordinary
sawn timber as well as for cellulose and paper. Of late, various
compressed wood-fibre materials, suitable for building purposes
have been produced also. A steadily increasing quantity of
cellulose is being used for making artificial silk, and it is also
utilized in a number of other manufacturing processes which
are not, as yet, however, of any great economic consequence.
The hardwood-trees, the birch and beech in the first place,

form the basis of an extensive furniture industry. Moreover,
the forests yield a fair supply of fuel used partly for household
purposes and partly for the charcoal needed in high-quality
processes in the iron and steel industries.

More than half of the total surface of Sweden (including
lakes, rivers etc.) is covered by forests, to be exact, an area
consisting of 57.3 million acres (56.5 %). The forests, indeed,
are a characteristic feature of the entire country, with the
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The rivers are utilized for floating purposes.

exception of certain coastal tracts, plain country and extremely

mountainous regions, though the forests that serve the export

trade first and foremost are to be found north of Lake Vanern

and the lower part of Dalalven, whence they stretch in one

almost unbroken expanse right up to the mountain country

of Lapland. For further information in regard to the density

of forest growth in different parts of the country the reader is

referred to the map and text on page 33.
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Transportation of timber.

The wealth of the Swedish forests might have remained un-
tapped, as is the case with so many of the conifer belts in

the northern hemisphere, if the conditions for the cutting, trans-

porting and working up of the timber had not been so ex-

ceptionally favourable. Logging operations are facilitated by the
abundance of snow which affords a means of thoroughfare in

the forest regions to the banks of the rivers, where the trunks
are launched on their way to the saw-mills. The timbermen
are no novices at the work: they are a settled population with long
experience behind them. Sweden thus enjoys many special

advantages in this industry which give her a pull over her rivals,

though most important of all are the favourable transport
conditions. This applies especially to the northern coniferous
region, whence the main part of the forest yield is exported. In
the southern, more densely populated region a greater part of the
yield is used for home consumption.

In the forest "massif" of northern Sweden the principal rivers

flow swiftly and steadily from the mountains down to the
coast, receiving en route a great number of tributaries, which go
to form a network of waterways covering the entire forest region
and making it accessible to exploitation even in the most
distant parts. The utilization for floating purposes of the tribu-

taries, is rendered possible by the presence of the numerous
lakes, in which barrages have been constructed for the damming
up of the accretion of water resulting from the spring thaw,
and the regulating of the water-flow during the first stage of
the floating operations. Later, during the summer, the thaw
of the mountain snows gives rise to the "mountain flood" which
ensures effective timber-floating on the big rivers.

The average distance from felling to floating place in the
Norrland forests is now about 1.5 miles, whilst the average
length of the cheap river-transport route down to the saw-mills,
usually situated by the coast, averages 84.5 miles. The total length
of these generally accessible floatways in 1937 was 20,400 miles,
and the volume of goods transported totalled 500 million
cubic feet. The great economic importance of the floating

system can perhaps best be judged by the fact that the sum
total of floating expenses, including sorting and maintenance
costs, reaches an annual average of 20 million kronor, which
is only x

/ 7 of what it would cost to send the same quantity
an equal distance by rail.
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Forest products.

The forest products are without question the most important
factor in the economic life of the country, but the point has
now been reached where there are no further reserves of primeval
forest to be exploited and the timber industry must accordingly
henceforward be based on the re-growth of forests. Continued
industrial expansion must be increasingly dependent on the
power of technical and scientific invention to find new uses
for the raw material and to turn waste products to better account.
A recently undertaken assessment of the forest resources of

the whole country fortunately shows that the annual re-growth
more than covers the present consumption, which reaches a
figure of something like 1,750 million cubic feet (solid measure).
Further, it looks as if the possibility of considerable improve-
ment both in the quality and the dimensions of the various
kinds of trees could be counted on, thanks to the new discoveries
made by Swedish researchers in the fields of arboriculture and
heredity. Rational afforestation, scientific research and a far-

sighted forestry legislation will thus ensure the safeguarding
of the country's most precious natural resources.
Of the industries based on the products of our forests, the

sawmill industry is the oldest, consuming annually 30 % of
the Swedish timber output, though both production and export-
ation tend to decrease, inasmuch as an ever-increasing proportion
of the raw material is being used for products of higher com-
mercial value. During the record year of 1929 exports of sawn
timber reached 1,222,300 stds. The bulk of it comes from the
big saw-mills along the coast of Norrland, the largest of which
have an average capacity of 30—35,000 stds. per annum. Until
quite recently, these enormous establishments were driven by
steam, as the sawmill waste provided a source of cheap fuel.
But when it was discovered that this waste could be put to
better use steam was replaced by electrical motive power.
The pulp mills, like the sawmills, lie principally along the

estuaries of the Norrland rivers, but there are some very large
concerns also on the Dalalven and just north of Lake Vanern
(see map page 181). Very often sawmills and pulp mills are
combined — this is especially the case in regard to mills pro-
ducing sulphate pulp, which among other things goes to make
the well-known Swedish Kraft paper. In 1937 the annual pro-
duction of woodpulp of all kinds reached 3,623,750 tons (dry
weight) of which roughly 75 % was exported.
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production, i. e. the sales value of the finished products less the
value of the raw material, fuel, power etc. Forest products account-
ed for a still higher proportion of the country's exports namely
44%-

THE RICHES OF THE SOIL
The extraction of iron-ore and its treatment constitutes by

far the most ancient Swedish industry and for many centuries it

was the most important. The abundant archaeological finds from
Viking times go to prove that even in those days the inhabitants
knew how to exploit the country's natural resources. The founder
of the Swedish realm, Gustavus Vasa, was able to carry through
the tasks he set before him, and, like his sons, keep invaders at
bay, owing to the financial strength which the silver from the
Sala mine afforded him. The wars of Gustavus Adolphus during
the period of Sweden's political greatness in the 17th century
were financed largely out of the proceeds of the Falu copper
mine. Thanks to her iron, during the 18th century Sweden re-

mained a comparatively thriving country despite the incredible
impoverishment occasioned by the wars of Charles XII. Iron
could only be produced at this time with the aid of charcoal,
and Sweden had an ample supply of this. For a long time Sweden
held almost a world monopoly of iron exports. This is illustrated
by a document dating from 1720 according to which 82.5 % of
the iron imported into England came from Sweden, which
amount corresponded in quantity approximately to England's
domestic production. At the present day, however, Sweden's con-
tribution to the world market is relatively insignificant, even
though production has increased tenfold since the 18th century.

Mineral resources.

The distribution of the various minerals in Sweden is very
uneven. There is an especial abundance of iron-ore and it is of
excellent quality, there being two main types, one non-phos-
phoric, containing a medium percentage of iron, the other,
rich in phosphorus and containing an unusually high iron con-
tent — both among the best of their kind in the world. Sweden is

less well off for the metals commonly known as the "iron alloy
metals": manganese is the only one found in any quantity.
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Kiruna iron ore mountain in winter.

There is plenty of copper and zinc, also lead, though in much
smaller quantities. These ores at times also contain gold and sil-

ver. As copper, zinc and lead in Sweden occur exclusively in

sulphur compounds (sulphides) and often together with pyrites,

they often go under the general name of "sulphide ores".

Sweden's principal mineral resources lie within three compara-

tively well-defined geographical areas. In the northernmost part

of Lapland, far beyond the Arctic Circle, there are some

of the mightiest ore deposits in existence, and reckoning by the

actual iron content, the district ranks as the third biggest iron-

ore producing region in the world. The best known of the mining

fields are at Gallivare and Kiruna, and Kirunavaara is by far the

richest in ore, there being seams of ore amounting to over 1,000

million tons, with an iron content varying from 60 to 70 %. The
average percentage for other European ores is 35—40 %. In the

Lapland district the percentage of phosphorus is generally

comparatively high, sometimes reaching as much as 2.5 %, and
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for this reason the mined ore is mostly exported to those count-
ries using refining processes suited to this type. When times are

good, up to 10 million tons per annum are extracted. Circum-
stances are exceptionally favourable for mining, as the deposits
lie on the surface — the name Malmbeiget (The Ore Mountain)
at Gallivare is in itself significant of this — and the ore can be
loaded direct on to freight trains which convey it, by electric

railway to the export harbours of Lulea and Narvik.
Whereas the Lapland fields contain iron ore principally, the

Skellef te-field consists entirely of sulphide ores, chiefly

pyrites, the main value of which lies in their metallic content,
yielding copper, zinc and lead, as well as silver and gold. The
richness of these deposits at Skellefte was not discovered until

after 1920. This discovery was not made by chance, as is usually
the case with mineral deposits, but by systematic electric pros-

pecting following the clue of geological indications. As these
ores are non-magnetic, and furthermore as the bedrock contain-
ing the ore is covered with comparatively deep layers of moraine
deposits, here was an excellent opportunity for testing the effec-

tiveness of the electrical ore-prospecting technique, which Swe-
dish inventors have done much to improve. The most important
deposit is found at Boliden, at present the foremost gold-pro-
ducing mine in Europe. About 7.5 tons of gold, 20 tons of silver

and 6,000 tons of copper, together with considerable quantities
of sulphur, pyrites and arsenic are extracted here annually. The
arsenic, an unavoidable by-product in concentrating the ore, con-
stitutes an embarrassing problem for Boliden as it is obtained
in such enormous quantities, far in excess of the world demand.
At present the greater part of it is stored in huge concrete ware-
houses, whilst intensive research is being carried on to devise ways
and means utilizing the gigantic surplus.

The third ore district, known from ancient times as Beigs la-

gen, extends in the shape of a horse-shoe just north of the great
lakes, with a few isolated deposits on the periphery. In this region
both iron ore and pyrites are found, though the latter, with the
exception of the zinc deposit at Ammeberg, is no longer of any
special importance. The iron ore is of lower percentage than the
Lapland variety (about 52—55 %) but on the other hand it is,

as a rule, unusually free from sulphur and phosphorus, so that
it affords the best raw material in the world for the manufacture
of iron and steel. Thus the Dannemora ore contains only 0.005—
0.001 % phosphorus. Certain deposits e. g. Grangesberg, contain
ore fairly rich in phosphorus, which is mostly exported.
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The iron and steel industries.

For hundreds of years Swedish iron manufacture has been
based on the pure ore of Bergslagen where most of the Swedish
iron works are still situated. The industry enjoyed exceptional

prosperity down to the middle of the 18th century but had sub-

sequently to face a number of severe reverses. The first blow
came with the introduction of the "puddling"processes in the

countries rich in coal, which made it possible to use fossilised

sulphurous fuel instead of charcoal in the fining process. The
second was the invention of new basic processes which rendered
it possible to produce malleable iron from phosphoric ores, which
occur with much greater frequency than the non-phosphoric.
These inventions led to iron production on a large scale in many
countries and at more economical rates than the Swedish
ironworks with their more expensive primary material could
achieve.

But the Swedish iron-masters were equal to the difficult task

they were confronted with: the maintaining of Sweden's position

in the world market. As competition on a quantitive basis be-

came impossible, there was nothing for it but to make the Swe-
dish product of such unsurpassed quality that the question of

price would no longer play a decisive part. This aim has been
attained both in regard to pig-iron, rolled iron and ferro-alloys,

as well as in the case of steel for tools, machinery and a great

variety of special manufactures.

Furthermore, all the prerequisites for quality production are

present. The Swedish ores are, as has already been stressed, uni-

que in the world. The forests yield an excellent non-sulphurous
fuel, in the natural form used for the production of generator
gas, and charcoaled, for blast-furnaces and fineries. The non-
phosphoric ores and non-sulphurous charcoal combine to give
Swedish pig-iron its exceptionally high quality, and it is this first

and foremost that makes excellence in the finished product
attainable.

However, in cases where supreme quality is not the prime con-
sideration, imported coal is used for smelting also. Lately, how-
ever, both local and imported fuel have been replaced more and
more by hydro-electric power. Although the harnessing of the
waterfalls for electro-metallurgical purposes has not as yet brought
about any lowering in the costs of production in the iron in-

dustry, it has the advantage of effecting a saving in charcoal and
rendering the industry less dependent on imported fuel.
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For centuries the ironworks have had the advantage of being

able to draw on a population of highly skilled workmen with a

love of their craft in its every detail and an enthusiasm for main-

taining its traditions.

The aggregate number of workers employed in the mining,

metallurgical and mechanical industries (the two latter of which

are treated in a later section of this chapter) works out at 32 %
of the total industrial population, accounting for 36 % of the

net value of the total industrial output, and 32 % of the country's

exports.

The stone industry.

But the Swedish mountains yield products other than ores and

metals, especially important being the hard homogeneous granite

which is quarried in great quantities in the western and southern

coastal provinces. In normal years there is a very considerable

export of pavingstones and blockstones for quays etc. to European

and overseas countries, and for decorative building purposes the

unusually beautiful red, pale grey and blue-grained granite, also

found on the west coast, is very much appreciated, particularly

in the U. S. A., while the black granite provides an effective

material for monumental work.

Limestone, sandstone, and some varieties of green marble, as

well as granite and brick, have contributed to give Swedish archi-

tecture its national features. The cement and earthenware in-

dustries more than cover local demand and in addition fire-

and acid-proof bricks are exported.

THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES

Industry and its place in the national economy.

During the last 50 years the rapid expansion of the manufactur-

ing industries has contributed more than anything else towards

shaping the economic life of present-day Sweden. The mass-

production of semi-manufactured primary materials in the lum-

bering and mining industries it is true, is of ancient date, like-

wise the domestic manufacture of implements, clothes and other

daily necessaries, but if one limits the term manufacturing-in-

dustry to cover only the production in bulk of readymade articles
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to meet more than a local demand, the rise of such industry in

Sweden cannot be said to date farther back than to the last two
decades of the 19th century. Since then, however, progress has
been rapid. At present, only Great Britain, the U. S. A., Germany
and Belgium are more heavily industrialised than Sweden, where
according to the census of 1930, 53.5 % of the population are
dependent on industry (in the widest sense of the word), com-
merce and transport for their livelihood, (see page 81). The part
played by these industries proper is clearly shown by the fact

that during the same year the output of the engineering industry
alone accounted for 21.9 % of the net value of the total

industrial production, whereas the corresponding figures for the
mining industries and the sawmills were 4.7and 5.4% respectively.

New discoveries and inventions give rise to new manufacturing
industries, thereby creating new employment and new capital.

Whereas 50 years ago Sweden had to borrow the capital necessary
for building her railways and setting her industries afoot, the
country has been a capital-exporting land since the Great War;
the real national income per individual in the productive ages

(15—65 years) has increased along with the real wages for indus-
trial workers and in 1937 it was about 25 % above the pre-war
level, taking changes in the value of money into due account.

The localisation oi industry.

There are not in Sweden, as in most of the central and wes-
tern European countries, any strongly emphasised big industrial
areas. Industrial undertakings are, on the contrary, pretty
evenly distributed over southern and central Sweden (see opposite
page). Furthermore, owing to the excellent communications
throughout the length and breadth of our extensive country,
nature, without undue disturbance has, as it were, been able to
assimilate industry, with resultant untold gain to the workers
in health and happiness.

Nevertheless, certain parts bear the stamp of the specific in-

dustries founded there. This, as we have seen, applies especially
on account of the river transport system, to the wood and pulp
industries in Norrland (see opposite page) and the iron industries
too, have sprung up where the raw material was abundant —
in Bergslagen for example (see map page 177), where inherited
skill among the workers has also tended to keep the industry
localised. The same is true of the glass-blowing industry in Sml-
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land, inasmuch as the founding of the Kosta glassworks
(in 1741) led to the diffusion of that occupation elsewhere
among the inhabitants of the province. Climate and the
traditions of local skill have also doubtless much to do with the
main grouping of the textile industries in the Boras and Gothen-
burg districts and in the town of Norrkoping, and there are

economic and geographical reasons for the location of steel and
shoe industries in Eskilstuna and Orebro respectively, and last,

though certainly not least, the sea-ports of Gothenburg, Stock-
holm and Malmo have attracted large engineering industries and
other branches, dependent on export and import facilities.

The metal and machinery industries.

Under this head are designated a number of industries

extremely varied in character, whose products range from watch-
springs to ocean liners, from surgical instruments to gigantic
electric generators. The production of metals is also usually in-

cluded under this heading, though for practical purposes it has
already been dealt with in a previous section of this chapter.
The manufacture of steel goods and engineering products is

often linked up locally with the ironworks themselves which
furnish the raw material. Typical examples of such combinations
are Sandvikcn, where steel springs worth their weight in gold
are made, and Bofors, seat of the famous armament industry. As
a rule, however, the principal industries within this group are
independent enterprises whose names, like these of the Swedish
iron and steel works, are known far beyond the borders of the
home country.

The S. K. F. ball-bearings which have become indispensable to
the functioning of modern machinery and to transport vehicles
of all sorts, have found their way to the uttermost ends of the
earth; ASEA electric generators and transformers have been in-

stalled in countries as far south as New Zealand and as far north
as Iceland; and as often as not, the motor which sets the Swedish-
made generator going, is a Ljungstrom or De Laval steam turbine
or a hydraulic turbine from Karlstad or Trollhattan. When the
Swedish products are transported across the oceans, the ships
that carry them are guided on their way by Swedish lights, since
in harbours and along navigable channels all over the world AGA
lighthouses and lightbuoys mark out the route. The L. M.
Ericsson telephones and the Electrolux refrigerators and vacuum
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Forging press at Bofors.

cleaners afford eloquent testimonials in all countries to Swedish

standards of technical efficiency and comfort, while Primus

and Radius petroleum cooking-stoves have found their way

far and wide to regions destitute of gas and electricity. Munktel

agricultural machines and Alfa-Laval cream separators have helped

farmers all over the world to secure ampler yields Locomotives

from Nydquist & Holm, motors from Bolinder and Atlas-Diesel,

and hyper-modern ships from the Gota Works bear witness to

Sweden's competitive strength in the field of transport. Lastly

it may be mentioned that Eskilstuna steelware has retained its

prominent position in the world market and that the town has

further enhanced its prestige through the manufacture of the

C E. Johansson precision-gauges, recognized as indispensable

in every industry where meticulous accuracy is of the first im-

portance. Many other articles might be mentioned such as auto-

mobiles, bicycles, factory plant etc., but suffice it to say that the

C. E. Johansson precision-gauge with its infinitesimal measuring
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Shipment of AGA light-buoy for a destination in foreign waters.



units may be taken as a symbol of the unsurpassed quality and

finish characteristic of the products of the Swedish engineering

and metallurgical industries throughout.

The pulp and paper industry.

This industry has been dealt with in connection with the

forestry products (see page 172) and the graphic industry is

mentioned in the section on industrial art (see page 156).

The pulp and paper industry.

The match industry, a typical fruit of the Swedish genius,

was founded in Jbnkoping in 1844, and has been pioneered and

built up by the brilliant inventions of chemists and engineers;

thanks to skilful and far-sighted management, it has developed

into a commercial organization that now spans the world. The
same may be said of another great industry that Sweden has given

to the world, the manufacture of explosives which rests on

Alfred Nobel's epoch-making discovery of dynamite and other

high explosives, the inventor overcoming the technical diffi-

culties that had stood in the way of the utilization of nitro-

glycerine.

Apart from these two big enterprises, the Swedish chemical

industry produces almost exclusively for the home market, though

the superphosphate industry does an export business.

The glass and china industries.

Glass was produced at a very early date in Sweden — in fact

glass works seem to have been founded as far back as the reign

of Gustavus Vasa. Nowadays the annual output of this com-

modity is valued at 20—25 mill, kronor, half of which comes

under the heading of glass for household use and decorative

purposes. A great deal of this is exported, thanks to the high

repute enjoyed abroad by the products of the Orrefors and

Kosta factories, for example (see page 154). Most of the raw

materials used in Swedish glass manufacture come from abroad

and Sweden furthermore lacks cheap coal to satisfy the very

great fuel requirements of this industry. Even so, here as else-
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where high standards of craftmanship and artistic inspiration
have conspired to place the industry on a competitively sound
basis.

The china industry is not able wholly to cope with the multi-
fariousness of local demands, though a number of lines are
nevertheless exported. Modern Swedish ceramics, in particular,

have attracted attention at several international exhibitions
(see page 155).

The textile industry.

This industry has gradually come to assume a position of
considerable importance; it employs 13.5 % of all industrial

workers in the country and its products represent 10.1 % of
the net value of the industrial output. From time immemorial
woollen and linen manufacturing has been carried on and
cotton textiles date from about 1730. Only about 15 % of
present day wool requirements and a minimal fraction of flax

requirements are covered by the home produced article, but
on the other hand, the recent development of the artificial-silk

industry is based on Swedish sulphite cellulose which is also

exported in large quantities. Nearly 80 % of home consumed
textiles are of Swedish origin, whilst the ready-made garment
and clothing industries supply the domestic market with 90 %
of its requirements. There is no export of the articles it need
hardly be said. Imports, on the other hand, are chiefly confined
to expensive materials, articles of fashion etc., which it would not
be worth while to produce within the country. The high
technical efficiency of the textile industry and its adaptability
to a very variable demand, have made it possible to keep down
imports without the aid of prohibitive duties. (For the arts and
crafts industries see page 152).

The leather and rubber industries.

As far as quantity goes the supply of hides and skins should be
adequate to satisfy the demand for the various kinds of leather
goods, but here as in most other cases there is an international
exchange of commodities to meet the demand for different

qualities. The shoe manufacturing industry which constitutes the
most important branch of the leather industry, was first started
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Norrkoping is an important textile centre.

on a large scale in the 1870'$ though it was not until the nine-

ties when several factories were founded in and around Orebro

in the province of Narke that the industry really got under way.

It is somewhat surprising that the rubber industry should have

attained a position of considerable competitive strength, but

such is the case, galoshes and rubber shoes being produced in

quantity The many trade restrictions of the last few years have

paralysed what was a flourishing export trade in these two

articles but to offset this, branch factories have been established

in Denmark, Germany and Turkey, etc. It is still necessary how-

ever to import tyres and similar articles in bulk.

The foodstuffs industries.

These have been dealt with to a certain extent in connection

with agriculture (see page 158), and here we need only mention
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the manufacture of hard-bread and canned goods, which have
found markets to some extent abroad. From 15 to 20 % of
the industry's total consumption of raw products are of foreign
origin, whilst the foreign trade in finished products is of small
importance in relation to manufacture taken as a whole. This
of course does not apply to primary produce such as butter
eggs and bacon, exports of which during 1937 amounted to a
value of: 45.2 million kronor for butter, 21.9 million kronor
tor bacon and 5.3 million kronor for eggs. The foodstuff industries
proper employ 9.6 % of all industrial workers and the output
represents 13 . 5 % of the net value of the country's total industrial
production.

The above extremely brief survey of Sweden's industrial
equipment goes to show that in this respect the country is
exceptionally wellcircumstanced, though the volume of imports
from abroad is of no mean proportion. This applies to semi-
manufactured goods, which undergo further manufacturing pro-
cesses within the country and also to a great extent to luxury
articles for which the local demand is too small to warrant
embarkation on domestic manufacture. A distinctive feature of
Swedish industry is that severe competition with foreign countries
and the presence of specific natural resources have combined
to produce a very high standard of quality in all branches.

COMMERCE AND FINANCE
Historical survey.

It was with the Viking expeditions to eastern Europe some-
where between 800-1050 A. D. that Sweden first began to
play a significant part in world trade. These expeditions de-
veloped from mere isolated forays into a gigantic system of
co-ordinated commercial enterprises. When the Mediterranean
was closed by the Arabs, who could not on religious grounds
trade with the Christian peoples, though they traded with the
heathens from the North, a new route was found for western
European trade with the Orient via Russia where the Vikings
held sway. With commercial foresight, the Swedish Vikings
further sought to secure their westward communications by
founding a colony, Hedeby, in Schleswig, thereby laying the
foundation of a trade route which corresponds in modern times
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Deed of purchase, dated June 16th 1288, from Stora Kopparbergs Beigshgs A.-B.

to the Kiel Canal just to the south (see map page 41). The
Anglo-Saxon, German and Arabian coins from about 1000 A. D.

found in Swedish soil bear witness to this epoch. On the island

of Gotland alone about 50,000 Arabian coins have been found.

Long before this, probably at the beginning of the Christian

era, Gotland was a centre for Europe's trade with the southern

countries (more than 5,000 Roman silver denarii from the first

century B. C. have been found there also), though the town

of Visby only reached its position of prominence as a result

of the Viking expeditions. This position was maintained until

the trade routes to the Orient underwent a change as a result

of the crusades and the conquest of Russia by the Tartars.

During the early part of the 13th century "the oldest trading
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company in the world" was founded, still going strong under
the name of Stora Kopparbergs Bergslags A.-B., and at present

one of the largest industrial concerns in the country. The then
newly discovered copper mine at Falun was the Company's
first property, and the owners worked it according to rules quite

comparable to present day company statutes, which a deed of

purchase dated June 16th 1288 conclusively proves.

Copper and iron were for a long time Sweden's chief articles

of merchandise. The kings of the Vasa dynasty, whose business
sense was as keen as their political acumen, managed to break
the mighty power built up by foreign commercial interests

during the latter part of the Middle Ages, thereby making the
development of the nation's trade a Swedish concern once more,
even though at first recourse was had to foreign specialists for

assistance. The Dutchman Louis de Geer, summoned to Sweden
by Gustavus Adolphus, built up the country's manufacture of
iron into a great industry and at the same time organized com-
merce, the colonisation of New Sweden in America, credit

facilities and many other valuable enterprises. Shortly after the
death of this great man there is a memorable date in Swedish
economic history, for in 1656 the first Central Bank in the
world was founded at Stockholm, which became a state in-

stitution 12 years later. The Swedish Riksbank, the oldest
banking institution still in existence, was also the first to issue

banknotes.

The economic life of Sweden remained on the whole static

throughout the two following centuries though there was a
period of marked activity during the experiment-loving "Age
of Liberty" in the middle of the 18th century when the Swedish
East India Co. was established. Since numerous countries were
fighting for the capture of the Indian market, the Company
concentrated its efforts almost exclusively on China, and for a
long succession of years brought large profits to the merchants
engaged in the trade.

The emergence of the forestry industries dates from the
1850's, when steampower was applied to the mills, and from
then on wood began to play the same part in Sweden's inter-

national trade as iron had done formerly. The spirit of enter-

prise made itself felt in various spheres as the years went by,

industrialisation took firm hold, and by the beginning of the
present century, Sweden was well on her way toward the promi-
nent position she occupies in the industrial, economic and com
mercial world today.
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Sweden's foreign trade (millions of kronoi).

Foieign trade.

International trade is of immense economic importance to

Sweden, as it is to all the small states of northern and western

Europe, with their high standard of civilization. Foreign trade

has now grown to a volume which, estimated per capita, is

not equalled even by the big industrial countries. For comparison

we may mention that the foreign trade of Holland in 1937, calcul-

ated iii Swedish gold kronor, amounted to 380 kronor per head,
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the corresponding figure for Sweden being 368 kronor, whereas
for Great Britain it was only 339 kronor. France, Germany and
the U. S. A., which are self-supporting to a greater degree, have
a relatively smaller trade turnover, the figures working out at

139, 148 and 107 kronor per head respectively.
In Sweden, with the exception of one or two unusual years,

the value of the total imports has always exceeded that of the
total exports, but this deficit in the trade balance is more than
offset by the income earned by Swedish shipping and by other
forms of ''invisible revenue". Great Britain is unquestionably
Sweden's best customer, whilst Germany secures the lion's share
of the Swedish import trade. Although 70—80 % of Swedish
trade is conducted with European countries, U. S. A. comes
third in importance (after Great Britain and Germany) among
the nations trading with us, as is shown by the diagram above.
Sweden's trade with overseas countries has steadily advanced
in spite of the erection of trade barriers, as is shown by the
adjoining table indicating the proportional share of the five
continents in Sweden's foreign trade between 1906 and 1937.
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Always pulsating with life. Gothenburg Harbour.

Foreign shipping.

At the turn of the century Sweden was still to a great extent

dependent on intermediaries abroad for her foreign trade, and
regular Swedish shipping lines extended only to the Baltic, the
North Sea and down to the Mediterranean.

Conditions have changed with amazing rapidity. Nowadays
about 45 % of the direct shipping between Sweden and other
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countries, which in 1937 comprised 47.4 million net tons (in-

coming and outgoing vessels) is accounted for by Swedish
tonnage, and of the total tonnage of the Swedish mercantile

marine about half is employed on transoceanic routes. There
are now direct Swedish routes to all parts of the world, with

regular sailings several times a month, and the extension of

these shipping lines has led to the opening up of valuable new
markets for Swedish wares. So the truth of the maxim "Trade
follows the flag" has been confirmed once again by experience.

One or two companies have tramp fleets of considerable tonnage
plying between North and South America. Close on one half

of the Swedish mercantile marine, in 1937 1,600,000 gross reg.

tons, consists of modern motorships, most of which have been
built at Swedish yards.

Gothenburg is the chief port of the country, the head-offices

of many of the big companies being there and the most im-

portant ship-building yards. The harbour extends along the

estuary of the Gota river for a total length of 7
x
/ 2 miles, the depth

in the main parts varying from 30 to 33 feet. Gothenburg's share

in Sweden's foreign shipping reached 9.9 million net tons in 1937,
the corresponding figure for Malmo and Stockholm being 7.4 and
7.2 million tons respectively. In each of these ports there is a free

harbour.

The export of iron-ore, wood and pulp mostly takes place

from ports situated in the productive districts or in the imme-
diate vicinity. A direct passenger service to the U. S. A. is

provided by the Swedish American Line's "White Fleet", to

England by the Swedish Lloyd, to Belgium by the Gotha and
to Finland by the Svea Shipping Companies. Several firms have
fitted up their swift, hyper-modern, 15—16 knot cargo boats

with spacious and exceptionally comfortable passenger accom-
modation.

Banking.

The rapidity of Sweden's economic progress and the accumul-
ation of savings on a considerable scale made it increasingly

possible for the country to finance its own industrial and com-
mercial development and to build up a modern banking and
credit system.

The oldest Swedish commercial bank still in existence, Gote-

borgs Bank, was founded in 1830, the internationally important
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Regular Swedish transoceanic lines.



Stockholms Enskilda Bank in 1856, Skandinaviska Kredit A.-B.
(the first joint-stock-bank) in 1864 and the biggest institution of
them all, Svenska Handelsbanken, in 1871, but up to the time
prior to the World War a great deal of foreign capital came into
the country for the financing of industrial undertakings. A radical

change, however, has taken place, Sweden now being a creditor
country. At the same time a strong movement towards a
concentration of the banking system has been noticeable.

At the end of 1937, the commercial banks numbered 28, with
1,050 branch offices in 624 places. Their funds amounted to

700.0 million kronor and total deposits to 3,999 million kronor.
The actual concentration, however, has gone much farther than
these figures indicate: the "big four" mentioned above, in fact

account for 2
/ 3 of the total volume of commercial banking

business in Sweden and about 2
/ 3 of their total deposits.

As a consequence of a certain reluctance on the part of the
public, especially the man with small or moderate savings, to
invest money direct in industry by the purchase of stock, the
business world has had to have recourse to the banks, which
explains why the activity of the "big four" is to a large extent
devoted to the financing of industry.

In addition to the commercial banks there is the Post Office
Savings Bank with total deposits in 1937 amounting to 558 mill,

kronor, and about 500 local savings banks and similar thrift

institutions, with funds which amounted to 340 mill, kronor,
and total deposits to 3,405 mill, kronor in 1930.

Public Finance.

The gold reserve of the Riksbank at the end of 1937, accord-
ing to returns, was 539 million kronor, holdings of foreign
exchange and government securities amounted to 984 mill,

kronor, providing a cover of 155 % for the note issue which
reached the figure of 980 mill, kronor.

In accordance with the ruling tradition in Swedish public
finance, the state budget has always been balanced without
recourse to loans. Loans are only taken up for expenditure
calculated to increase the capital resources of the State. The
1937—1938 budget balanced at 1,315,588,300 kronor. Assets in

1937 were entered at 4,439 mill, kronor and the National Debt
for that year stood at 2,237 mi^- kronor, 95 % of it being held
within the country.
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COMMUNICATIONS
Railways.

Sweden being an uncentralised industrial country with an

extensive foreign trade, an efficient transport system linking

up productive zones with centres of consumption and export

has been a prime necessity. It is in this connection that the

State railways have played and still play an important part.

The network of the Swedish railway system connects up with

the Continent via the State Railway ferries running from

Trelleborg to Germany (Sassnitz) and from Malmo and Hal-

singborg to Denmark.
Both private and public enterprise have contributed to the

building up of this system which comprises at present some

10,400 miles of permanent way (8,150 miles normal, 2,250 narrow

gauge) of which 4,900 miles are owned by the State. Viewed

absolutely and in relation to the area of the country, the mileage

does not bear comparison with that of the principal European

countries, but in proportion to the number of inhabitants,

Sweden stands first as regards length of track.

From the start the railway net was systematically planned, the

Riksdag having decided in 1853 that the main lines (stambanorna)

should be built and run by the State. It was, however, deemed

more expedient to leave the building of lines of local importance

to private enterprise in the districts concerned. To the main

line traffic are also linked the "Ore-line" from Lulea via Kiruna

and Riksgransen to Narvik, and certain other important branch

and connecting lines, also operated by the State.

The most impressive feature of the railway nexus, now that

it is practically complete, is the high degree of electrification

that has been effected, the present plan now in hand covering

a track length of 2,370 miles of State lines, of which 2,080 miles

had, at the end of 1937, already been opened to traffic. As the

busiest lines were the first to be changed over, by now about

80 % of the transport on the State Railway lines is operated

electrically. This means a great saving for the nation, since less

fuel has to be imported now that the country's abundant

hydro-electric resources are being utilized.

Travelling has furthermore become much more comfortable

in view of constant improvements in the rolling-stock. The
carriages on the Swedish railways are excellent both in regard

to construction and technical equipment and the furnishings
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Electric train on the Aista Bridge near Stockholm.

are in good taste. Particular care has been expended on the
3rd class carriages and sleepers, the latter in particular having
attracted the attention of foreign railway experts. Well-equipped
restaurant and refreshment cars, attached to the mainline trains

add further to the convenience and pleasure of travel.

Among the more important of the private railroad enter-

prises are the lines Stockholm—Vasteras—Bergslagen, Gote-
borg—Bonis—Alvesta—Karlskrona, and the biggest one, Gote-
borg—Dalarne—Gavle. This last has been instrumental in con-
necting up the greater part of the wealthiest mining and forestry

districts in Central Sweden with the port of Gothenburg.
Sweden's private railways are likewise known for the high standard
of their rolling-stock and within the near future considerable

stretches will be electrified.

In 1937 the Swedish railways carried 80 million passengers

and 47.5 million tons of goods. The gross receipts for that year

amounted to 373.5 million kronor.
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^ail-coach routes link up the sparsely populated districts of Upper Norrland.

Road transport.

Latterly the railway companies have had to face severe com-

petition in the form of motor transport. This conflict has

been rendered the more acute in that the struggle is not between

two rival private interests but between the State on the one

side, owning the principal railways, and a heterogeneous band

of automobile manufacturers, car-owners and divers commer-

cial interests on the other. The need for both kinds of trans-

port is, however, being increasingly recognized.

The number of registered automobiles at the end of 1937 was

191,947, of which 53,093 were lorries and 4,558 buses. Auto-

mobile taxes accruing to the Exchequer during the budgetary

year 1936—37 amounted to 107 million kronor, of which, as

during the last 5
years, about one fifth was devoted to the im-

provement of the roads, three-quarters of the cost of such im-

provements being defrayed in this way.
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As a rule, the Swedish roads strike a happy medium between
the dead-straight autostrades of the plains and the serpentine
roads of the mountain regions. Thanks to the car-tax revenue
and other contributions, the existence of skilled road-engineers,
and the easy access to suitable materials, it has been possible in a
surprisingly short time to create a modern road-system, which
although not yet complete, nevertheless answers the very high
demands of tourists and other road users.

Sweden's bus system is, relatively speaking, the best developed
in the world. At the beginning of 1937 there were 3,637 autho-
rized bus-lines and the total length of route under traffic was
69,050 miles. In the sparsely populated districts of Upper Norr-
land alone there are thirtyfive mail-coach routes, over which in
1937 693,223 passengers were carried.

Interior Shipping.

A visit to Stockholm in the summer time gives one a vivid
idea of the importance of the steamboat in the country's com-
munications. What an astonishing swarm of little white boats
there are criss-crossing the waters of the Archipelago and Lake
Malaren! A similar sight greets the eye at the estuary of the
Gota Alv and on Lake Vanern. The Svea Shipping Co. is
chiefly responsible for the maintenance of the coastal traffic
between LuM and Stockholm and to Malmo southwards
whereas the Halland Shipping Co. fullfils a similar function along
the West Coast. The Gota Canal, a waterway running right
through the heart of country is a unique and justly famed tourist-
route, but it also serves as a transport route, in common with
other smaller canals, linking together the lakes and rivers of
central Sweden.

Air transport.

The most modern of all forms of communication — flying —
1S

T,-

n
u
the hands °f a semi'state company, Aerotransport Ltd.,

which in conjunction with Finnish and a number of Continental
and British companies, maintains a direct air service between
Stockholm, Gothenburg and Malmo and the big European
centres. In 1937 5,700 planes made the outward journey from
Sweden, as compared with 3,700 in 1936, and the number of
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the shape of letters, and parcels etc. numbered nearly 940

millions in 1937, of which 26 millions were despatched and 36

millions received from abroad.

the same year the number of exchanged telegraph

messages amounted to 5 million, 1,050 mi lion phone ca

were put through, 738,700 telephones installed, and early in

T037 the number of radio licenses issued passed the million

mark These figures speak for themselves and bear witness to

a high pitch of technical efficiency, Sweden possessing it will

be remembered, only 6V4 million inhabitants.

PIONEERS OF INDUSTRY

In a small country which amid the vicissitudes of fortune

has at times had to stretch its bow to the uttermost span the

r61e played by individuals at critical junctures in Sweden s

economic and industrial development, no less than in other

SDheres has been of decisive significance more than once. Ine

individual factor is of no less importance in meeting the severe

international competition of our own day Without the intrepid

pioneering work of great inventors and industrial leaders, Sweden

SESd neve?have been able to build up and maintain her strong

position in the world market, nor further extend the scope of her

domestic industrial activity.

The Swedes, as has often been observed, have a definite bent

for industrial organization, and mechanical inventiveness appears

to be almost a birthright. It is no new phenomenon: indeed

technical aptitude can be described as a natural asset, maybe

the country's most valuable one.

Below are the names of a few of the men whose invention

have given rise to world industries, or whose foresight and

initiative have opened new chapters in the economic history

^Lo^rdT Gear the elder (t^fa). '™e father of

Swedish industry". Although not a Swede by birth de Geer

demoted the whole of his gnat talents to the service of his

adopted land. He is the chief figure among that phalanx ot

foreign specialists who were summoned to Sweden during the

17th century to inject new lifeblood into the commercial

organism. These foreigners soon became acclimatised and their

descendants have enriched the national life in innumerable ways

De Geer introduced striking improvements in the processes ot
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Louis de Geer. John Ericsson.

iron manufacture and organized the industry on a new scale
making possible a considerable export trade. His many-sided
activities laid the economic foundation of Sweden's political
power in the 17th and early 18th centuries.
Kiistofei Polhem (1661-1751), inventor and political

economist, started the building of the canal from the Cattegat
to Lake Vanern. Among his numerous mechanical inventions
may be mentioned the padlock, the cardan joint and numerous
textile machines.

Jon as A I stroma (1685-1761), industrial leader, made
Ins fortune in England as a shipbuilder but returned to Sweden
in 1722 and devoted himself to the building up of a Swedish
textile industry.

John Ericsson (1803-1889), inventor. As his first in-
ventions met with no appreciation in his own country, he went
to England where he distinguished himself as a railway engineer
competing with Stephenson in 1829 for the honour of con-

203



structing the first serviceable steam locomotive. His attempts to

convince the British Admiralty of the practical utility of the screw

as a means of steamship propulsion failed, and it was the United

States who subsequently benefited by his inventions. In 1848 the

first propeller-driven warship, the "Princeton" was launched and

in the War of Secession things took a favourable turn to the

Northern States when Ericsson's famous ship the "Monitor" de-

feated the dreaded "Merrimac", belonging to the Southern States,

at the battle of Hampton Roads. Ericsson also invented the

steam-driven fire-engine and a hot-air engine, and made several

improvements in the steam boiler. After his death an American

man-of-war brought his remains back to the mother country,

/ohan Edvard Lundstrom (1815-1888), inventor

and industrial leader, invented the non-phosphorous safety match

and in 1845 founded the match factory at Jonkoping, which

under his direction grew to be the foremost enterprise of its

kind in the world.
.

Goran Fredrik Goransson (1819—1900), inventor

and industrial pioneer, after long and persevering experiments

finally succeeded in turning to practical use the method of steel

production invented by the Englishman Bessemer, thereby

greatly improving metallurgical technique. He founded the

Sandvik Iron Works and contributed more than anyone else

to the remarkable development of the steel industry. Goransson

is one of the many Swedes who have taken up an originally

foreign invention, improved upon it, and given it really practical

L1

A I f r e d Nobel (1833-1896), chemist, invented dynamite

and several other high explosives and founded a number of big

industrial concerns. He held 120 English and 30 Swedish

patents. The memory of Nobel will be for ever kept green by

the splendid Foundation that bears his name (see page 123).

Alexander Lagerman (1836-1904), engineer. Perhaps

his most important invention was the ingenious "complete -

machine used in match production, which made him the un-

disputed leader in the pioneer field of automatic technique.

Carl Daniel Ekman (1845-1904), chemist, invented

the sulphite method for producing chemical wood pulp, thereby

helping to create one of Sweden's most important industries.

Gustaf de Laval (1845-1913), scientist and industrial

leader, famous for his improvements in the steam turbine,

especially his invention of the flexible axle, allowing an exceed-

ingly high speed of rotation. His researches on rotation technique
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the lighthouse and beacon system of our day. Dalen fell a victim
to scientific research when in 1913 he was blinded by an ex-
plosion; he has nevertheless made a series of further inventions
as famous leader of the world-industry created by his genius
Svenska A.-B. Gasackumulator" (AGA)
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Sven Gustaf Wingquist (1876- ), engineer

famous for his invention of the ball-bearing/on which the world

is based
'
C01ltr0»ed by the head factory in Gothenburg,

Industrial leaders and inventors have created, and are still
creating new opportunities for employment, but the success of
their labours is largely due to the conscientious way in which
the work is carried out in shops and factories. Skill and a high
sense of responsibility are required on the part of the workerwho operates the emery-wheel in the glassworks, the lathe in the
cannon-foundry or the saw in the sawmill. It takes courage and
strength to tackle the log-jams in the Norrland rivers, and an
almost magical knowledge of matters that still puzzle the
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Saw-mill workmen.

scientist, to bring out the best qualities of steel. From be-

ginning to end the personal touch makes itself felt m the pro-

duction of Swedish quality goods. The Swedish worker is fully

aware of this, and it is this knowledge that makes him take

a pride in his craft and imbues him with a calm self-assurance

and a sense of his own worth. The Swedish craftsman shows

conclusively that the greatest wealth of any nation lies in her

human material.
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SWEDEN'S BEAUTY

Sweden s natural beauties are as rich and varied as the changing
pageant of her history. A land that extends from north to
south over a distance approximating the mileage between the
north German coast and the toe of Italy, a land flanked bVthe austere skerries of the Bohuslan Archipelago on the west
and festooned with winsome islands on the Stockholm side, a
and of fruitful plains, mighty forests, innumerable enchanting
lakes and awe-inspiring fells - such a land can never be mono
tonous! The changefulness of nature is reflected in the culture
the character and the occupations of the dwellers in the various
provinces and yet there is something essentially Swedish about
each and every part. Ancient and modern in this land are
friends, too, not foes. Progress has not meant the tearing down of
what previous generations have patiently built up, but the faith-
ful preservation of the vital heritage of the past and the recon-
ciliation of custom and tradition with the new and urgent claims
of contemporary civilisation. Sweden does not arrest the atten-
tion of the visitor by violence of contrast: rather, she wins his
attection by her many-nuanced charms and the perfection of
their harmony.

THE SOUTH OF SWEDEN
Skane, caressed on three sides by gentle salt breezes, is, like

Holland, a country blessed by the sea where man has co-op-
erated with nature to win wealth and prosperity. The exceptional
fertility of the plains together with the mildness of the climate
have conspired to make this broad domain of Mother Ceres the
granary of Sweden. Here many of the descendants of the old
Swedish nobility have their prosperous estates and the red-brick
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The roads across the plainland in Skane are bordered by willows.

of historic chateaux and the gleaming white of church-towers

are glimpsed through beech-wood greenery.

Two great centres of trade and transport have sprung up in

the shape of Malmo and Halsingborg, on the waters of Oresund,

whilst Lund constitutes the intellectual capital of the province.

Students and savants alike thrive within the cloistered precincts

of this charming little town which was the seat of the first

archbishopric in the "North", and which possesses a beautiful

romanesque cathedral.

The train-ferry boat-line from Trelleborg in the extreme south

of Skane to Sassnitz in Germany links Sweden up with the con-

tinent. In former times the medieval town of Ystad served this

purpose, a place that still has a maritime atmosphere about it

though latterly it has also developed into a popular seaside re-

Skane's smooth coast-line breaks up farther to the east into

a labyrinth of green-clad islands as it runs into the neighbouring
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Fishing-boats home horn the skerries (BJekinge).
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Smaland is a region of vast forests and innumerable lakes.

negligence, had to create the Smalander. The old saying that

a SmaWer would manage somehow even on
i
a

_
barren.rock

out at sea, still applies with some force to the inhabitants of the

province. Many of the most eminent Swedes have irst seen the

light of day in SmSland; suffice it to mention only one name

familiar tolthc whole world, that of the "King of the Flowers ,

Linnaeus, who was born in Stenbrohult.
ril i hirai

The principal town in the south of SmSland and the cultu a

centre of the whole province is y^\^^J^^^
association with Sweden's national poet;ta^>^
bishop here. Not far away are the Orrefors and Kosta g assworks

whose lovely products have won just praise There is a tine

tour st route taking in a number of lakes including Bolmen

which is said to have as many islands as there are days in the

yt Anotner route follows tie valley of the river Nissan and

leads to Tonkoping on the southern shore of Lake Vattern, the

centre ol the world-famous match industry. Kalmar in the
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The ruins of Boigholm dominate the plain (Ohnd).

east is bound up historically with many of the stormiest periods
in Swedish history; it was within the walls of its 12th century
castle that the dream of a united Scandinavia was momenta-
rily realised (1397 A - D )-

On the other side of the Kalmar Sound a narrow strip of
and is discernible running parallel to the coast: this is the is-
land of Oland crowned by the imposing ruins of what was once
the mightiest castle in the North. The island is remarkable
from a geological point of view, in that it consists of a single
stretch of limestone table-land falling abruptly away to the
beaches along its western and eastern coasts. To the south
the island resembles a sun-scorched steppe, for the hard lime-
stone foundation, in conjuncture with the unusually dry climate
only permits the growth of coarse tufts of grass. The northern
part ot the island is somewhat richer in vegetation, but even
here, in spite of the small copses and the sheep and horses
grazing there, the island retains its air of majestic solitude. It is
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The imposing ring-wall of Visby is in a good state of preservation.

only the fringe of the western coast that is really fertile, in spite

of the climate there being the driest in Sweden, though this

latter circumstance adds to the attractions of the seaside resort

situated in the immediate vicinity of Borgholm Castle

Farther out to sea, wrapped in a luminous mist lies toe

storied island of Gotland. Visby, its ancient capital, the city

of legends and roses" was, in its heyday, the acknowledged

Oueen of the Baltic, the most opulent of the Hansa towns, coin-

ing its own money and issuing its own code of maritime laws

But this proud commercial republic was to suffer sack and

pillage at the invader's hand and its splendour became a fable.

The massive girdle of its many-towered walls and the countless

lovely churches are today for the most part but ruins, yet

amid the breath and beauty of the roses, are they not perhaps

more moving than in the days of their original grandeur? jo

he pilgrim that visits them, the ruins of Visby tell tales of the

struggle for riches and power and the inevitable accompaniment
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Splendour vanished, but beauty remained (Visby).

of violence and rapacity; they speak to him of the transience ofhuman achievement but also of the innate power of renewal
at the heart of things. For the pulse of life quickens once again
on this fascinating island of Gotland, though the visitors to its
shores today are plunderers only of its inexhaustible visual
splendours: they come as friends to admire this ancient jewel
ot the North, to drink in her beauty and to listen to the eternal
story of man as told by the ruins.
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THE WEST- COAST

From Falsterbo Point in the south to Svinesund on the Nor-

wegian border in the north, bathing resorts are strung 1ike

f

pearls

all along the lovely West-coast of Sweden. Swedish and foreign

Hin thousands are drawn thither to enjoy the summer sun

and sea, the sports of sailing, tennis and golf and the many other

attractions of the season.

The Oresund coast of Skane terminates to the south ma
sandy point, on the end of which the fashionable holiday re-

sort of Falsterbo is situated. At the north of this stretch of coast-

hne the fine hilly promontory of Kullen juts out into the
:

sea

with Molle at its foot, embedded in scenery that contrives to

be both smiling and severe at one and the same time. Further

north the sandy inlets and fine beech-clad hills form a delight-

ful setting for Malen and Bastad, the latter being an exception-

ally attractive summer watering-place catering for the visitor s

every wish. North of Skane, on the Cattegat, we come to the

open coastline of Halland fronting the Cattegat, with long soft

sweeps of sandy beach, formerly, as the saying goes, blessed

by the sea with many a wreck", though no doubt the pirates of

the northern part of the province had a finger in the pie

Many a tourist whose original intention it was merely to pass

through the province on his way to or from Skane has dis-

covered that Halland has a charm all its own and is well worth

a stay. Tust outside sunny Halmstad, the principal town is a

lovely stretch of beach, whose sand-dunes are dotted with happy

sun-tanned youth; this is Tylosand, the province s favourite hoh-

dav haunt. The old fortress town of Varberg stands memorial

to the ancient struggles of the Scandinavian peoples^and a walk

at sunset along the wave-lashed ramparts, when the Cattegat

becomes a sea of gold, is an unforgettable experience

Proceeding northward the littoral assumes a different charac-

ter as the first outposts of the Gothenburg archipelago make

their appearance. Here is Saro, not far from the city itself be-

loved of tennis-playing King Gustav in the summer months, a

charming little place which is almost a suburb of Gothenburg.

The heart of Gothenburg (Goteborg) is the natural harbour

formed by the mouth of the G6ta river. Always pulsating with

life the harbour stirs the imagination of the onlooker, and in it

and around it the Gothenburg people appear to live move and

have their being. Its central situation is unique, for it lies with-

in a stone's throw of the city's main thoroughfares. A great hum
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The ancient fortress of Varberg (Halhnd).



Gotaplatsen, the Forum Arris o( modern Gothenburg.

of work rises up to heaven like a song, to the drum accompani-

ment of riveting-hammers, from the world-renowned shipyards

of Hisingen; the flags of twenty nations flutter in the breeze,

and the white-flashing hulls of great ocean-liners proclaim man's

love of effort and achievement.

A special cachet has been given to the city by the old patri-

cian families who have enriched the civic and cultural life of

the community by magnificent donations for the building of

all manner of institutions and the embellishment of the town

that has bred them, and in which they have their homes. If

Gothenburg is first and foremost a harbour-city, it can also

claim to be a garden city, for the visitor will be struck by the

grand avenues of trees and the beautifully laid-out parks.

From the Cattegat the salt winds come sweeping in and

catch the sails of the fishing-boats manned by doughty fisher-

men, the descendants of those intrepid Vikings who in the grey

dawn of antiquity equipped their fighting fleets here among
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Only a tew ot Gothenburg's canals, originally
built on the Dutch model, now remain.

these self-same creeks and skerries, where today modern water-nymphs flash the bright colours of their bathing-suits and beach

So Te?n nH fTS?
will-°:-the-wisPS- The Bohuslan skerries!A K f S1dlDg 3nd yet

'
Stran§e Pamdox>

of such com-
pelling beauty, that once caught by their symphonic spell youcan never free yourself from their enchantment! The summer
suns and breezes, white sails leaning over the emerald green
waters, the blue benison of the sky, the common sharing ofi

2I 7



Fishermen mending their nets

day ioys, the heavy swell and the tossed white spray as the sea

in storm charges the granite rocks; the soft lights and pastel

shades of early spring, the deep tones of autumn! Always aquiver

with the stir and motion of life is this Bohuslan skerry-scape.

It would take too long to enumerate all the bathing resorts -

Marstrand, Lysekil, Fiskebackskil, and to the north, Smogen

Fiallbacka and Stromstad and so on and so on, but enough has

been said to explain why this part of the country has become so

dear to the heart of the Swede.

Bohuslan was inhabited at a very early date and certain

parishes such as Tanum and Lur have more archaeological re-

mains, from the curious big stone slabs ranged in ship form

(skeppssattningar) down to simple gravestones than may be

found elsewhere in whole provinces. The events described m the

Anglo-Saxon saga Beowulf (700 A. D.) took place mainly in this

province, which was at that time called Viken - hence the name

Viking. The people here lead a strenuous life, for the sea, from
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The Bohuslan archipelago is somewhat forbidding
m aspect, yet possesses a grandeur ill its own.



Mighty cromlechs bear silent witness to a

civilization that is no more (Vastergotland).

which they mainly derive their sustenance, is a hard task-master,

and the rocky soil between the granite hillocks yields but grudg-

ing harvests.
. . ^ .

This stern and unfertile country continues north into Dais-

land which, though not a coastal province, is nevertheless a di-

rect continuation of the interior of Bohuslan. Hemmed in be-

tween the Norwegian border and Lake Vanern, it is a country

of wooded ridges and long narrow lakes which form a glittering

chain of waterways and make it a paradise for canoeing. These

lakes have also facilitated the building of the Dalsland Canal,

which rivals the Gota Canal in its beauty.

THE REGION OF THE GREAT LAKES

Between the east and west coasts of Sweden lie the two

provinces of the Goths, a country inhabited and cultivated since
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Vadstena Castle (Osteigothnd).

prehistoric times, the home of the "lawmen" (oral guardians

of the law in primitive times) of Vastergotland and of the Fol-

kunga-clan of Ostergbtland. During the Middle Ages and the

period of Sweden's political greatness in the 17th century these

provinces were adorned by churches, castles and manor-houses,

and at the present day their fertility makes them successful

farming and cattle-breeding centres. Names such as Kinnekulle,

Varnhem and Skara, Boras and Trollhattan in the one, and Om-
berg, Vreta Kloster, Vadstena and Linkoping, Norrkoping and

Motala in the other, are eloquent of much of the beauty and

the history, ancient and modern, of the land.

The ribbon of the Gota Canal intersects these provinces from

the North Sea to the Baltic, and the long deep-blue waters of

Lake Vattern, capricious in its moods as a woman, and at times

as treacherous, separates the two from one another. In point of

fact, the Gota Canal is no canal in the ordinary sense of the word:

the waterway is artificial only in parts, where, climbing up and
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The Gota Canal runs through a rich countryside.

down the back of country through its lock system, it links up a

series of lakes and rivers. Probably nowhere else is there a water-
way like this, affording as it does, an intimate close-up of the
country from coast to coast, its scenic beauties and the daily

life of the people.

Large tracts of these interesting provinces, so rich in tradi-

tion, are not, however, touched by the canal. An overland jour-

ney accordingly from Gothenburg through the southern part of

Vastergotland via Hindas to Ulricehamn on Lake Asunden, and
from there north toward the ridge of Billingen, thence south-
ward round the shores of Lake Vattern to Jonkoping, will re-

ward the enterprising tourist. The views from the heights north-
west of this town are matched in beauty and grandeur only by
those on the East side of the lake. From Jonkoping a pictures-

que road runs past Huskvarna to the idyllic little town of Granna,
thence continuing through a rich countryside to Alvastra and
Vadstena, famed in both religous and secular history.
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Typical Swedish manor, Trystoip (Narke).

We are now approaching central Sweden. The wooded ridges

of Tiveden and KolmSrden mark the transition from Gotaland

to Svealand. The fields shrink to little plots tucked in between

hills and ridges, and the bright flash of water from lake and river

greets the eye continually. Our journey takes us through the

smiling provinces of Sbdermanland towards Lake Hjalmaren

and the basin of Lake Malaren. These two lakes are connected

by the Hjalmare Canal, which makes it possible to go all the

way by boat from Stockholm to Orebro, the capital of Narke.

In this province, near the boundary of the province of Varm-

land, lies a natural monument of gigantic proportions: the an-

cient estuary of the Svea Alv, which during the post-glacial

period flowed from the then landlocked Baltic Sea into Lake

Vanern, in those days a bay of the ocean.

It is hard to find anything like an adequate word to describe

the manifold charms of the island-world of Lake Malaren. In

olden times this lake was surrounded by trading stations and
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small centres of colonisation and culture, many of which subse-

quently developed into towns. Here too, half-hidden in their

vast leafy parks, are castles and manor-houses dating from the

great days of the Swedish aristocracy. Skokloster is, as it were,

an apotheosis of the opulence and might of the 17th century
nobility. It was built by Fieldmarshal Wrangel on his return from
the Thirty Years' War and his precious collections have fortun-

ately been preserved. The armory is especially magnificent, and is

probably the largest private collection of its kind ever made.
The castle of Gripsholm, built by Gustavus Vasa close to the

peaceful township of Mariefred, looms large in the pages of

Swedish history; today it forms the best possible setting for a

unique collection of historical portraits.

The Royal Palace of Drottningholm and its environs is a place

of pilgrimage not only for those wishing to enjoy the beauties

of its spacious park but also for drama enthusiasts, for here is a

veritable jewel of rococo art in the shape of Gustavus Ill's

theatre (see page 142) preserved in its original form along with
other objects of historic interest from the 18th century.

The banks of Lake Malaren, however, do not merely speak
of the past. The town of Sigtuna with many lovely ruins, although
the oldest of them all, has today become a rallying centre for

modern youth and the home of a new church movement. And
modern industry has brought fame to such cities as Vasteras,

the seat of ASEA, and Eskilstuna, where a celebrated steel and
tool industry has grown up out of the old gun-factory created

by Charles X Gustavus.

This brings us to the capital, situated between two wide
expanses of water and protected on either side by its labyrinths

of skerries, with the swift waters of the Norrstrom rushing from
the Malaren out to the Baltic through its very heart, Stockholm,
the capital of the country and also its crown.
How charming is the blend of ancient dignity and the peren-

nial freshness of green-clad islets and running water! Stockholm!
Let us visit it, or should we not say her, an early-summer evening.

The sky is tinged with purple, the air crystal clear, the waters

shifting from lilac to deepest blue, and high above all the

silhouettes of towers and steeples cut sharp against the trans-

parent sky. The murmur of traffic is punctuated by the staccato

of the motor-boats on the waterways, the music from parks and
open-air restaurants intermingling with this medley, whilst the

heavy odour of lilac steeps the air where lovers wander beneath
the sheltering trees.
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Gripshoim Castle (Sodermanland).

Stockholm is never more beautiful than on a summer eve.

Its charm lies in its very centre, in itself. Here we appreciate

its remarkable situation, which it would be difficult to parallel.

Follow the main street down to the water's edge and behold
the square tower of the Town-Hall rising proudly to the sky with

the triple gold crowns glowing in the twilight. Make your way
along the waterfront eastwards and the graceful facade of the

House of the Nobles meets your gaze across the stream and
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Aerial view oi Stockholm.

then the massive outline of the Royal Palace, behind which lies

the medieval city — "the city between the bridges" — with its

narrow crooked streets and ornamented portals and gables. The
Norrstrom rushes impetuously under the arches of Norrbro.

Let us cross Gustav Adolf Square and make our way past

the Royal Opera House on through KungstradgSrden. Strolling

along Strandvagen out to DjurgSrden, the old royal deer park,

we pass the Nordic Museum and by a steep incline, reach

Skansen, Sweden's great open-air museum. Take it all in — the

marvellous view, the old cottages, the music, the dancers twir-

ling to the well-marked rhythm of a fiddle and concertina band!

Along the quays outside the Royal Palace and the National

Museum small white steam-boats are waiting side by side. Often

several of them cast off at the same time, pirouette a moment
in the eddying waters and then steam slowly past the islets,

past Djurglrden. Then off they go full speed ahead in busy

emulation making for a hundred and one destinations within

226



Ancient burial mounds of pristine Swedish Kings outside Uppsala.

a farflung semi-circle of holms and islets, at the farthest point

some 50 miles away. When spring arrives, the jaded Stock-

holmers are irresistibly drawn to their islands, to the regions

of sun and fresh air where sailing, bathing and all the delights

of summer lie entrancingly in wait. Through winding straits

the boat carries you along to fashionable Saltsjobaden and across

widening expanses of water to Dalaro or to Sandhamn where the

Royal Swedish Yacht Club has its summer headquarters.

Nearer to Stockholm is the little fortress and garrison town
of Vaxholm and the elegant suburb of Djursholm, close to

which are laid out two of the four excellent golf-links to be

found in the immediate vicinity of the capital.

As if by a sort of magic something of the soft charm of the

southern countries seems to rest upon Stockholm, and yet the

breath of the north is also upon it and of those harsher regions,

which now claim our attention. First Uppsala, with its ancient

university, "the city of eternal youth", where in the dreamy
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Old smelting-house in Nora Bergslag (Vastmaniand).

twilight of the night preceding May-Day the white-capped stu-

dents meet on the heights beneath the walls of the old Vasa
castle to greet the coming of spring with speech and song. The
sound of their youthful voices floats over a landscape old in

story, where in heathen times the men of Svea emptied their

sacrificial goblets in the temple grove of Gamla Uppsala, when,
that is to say, they were not engaged in waging war on their neigh-

bours or founding new kingdoms in eastern lands.

Beyond the horizon to the west and north lie the mining
and industrial districts of Jarnbaraland and Bergslagen, names
that ring like steel down through the annals of Swedish history,

and the mining-fields are swarmed round by smelting-houses

and charcoal-kilns, forges and mills, blast-furnaces and iron-

works. On more than one occasion the independent miners and
peasant-proprietors of these regions have decided the fate of their

country, and today these proud and obstinate sons of the soil

play a signal part in forging the fortunes of their homeland.
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A Varmland landscape.

VARMLAND AND DALECARLIA
The mining-district continues into Varmland which is

streaked by the beautiful lake Glavsfjorden, the Norwegian-born

river Klaralven and Lake Fryken, much celebrated in song.

Varmland is the magic abode of poetry, saga and song. Here is

the home of Selma Lagerlof — the Queen of Swedish literature —
MSrbacka, near Lake Fryken, and in this neighbourhood are to

be found many of the places mentioned in her most famous

work, "Gosta Berling's Saga". Gustaf Froding, perhaps the

greatest of our poets, has interpreted the life and spirit of

this province of Varmland in poems ranging from the burlesque

to the exquisitely pathetic.

The day of the small private ironworks is over, and as things

are now, practically the whole of Varmland is divided up

amongst three great concerns, representing the modern wood
and pulp industries, viz. Billerud, Molnbacka-Trysil and Udde-
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The river Rows majestically on its way through the ioiest regions (Dalaina).

holm. The last-mentioned is also engaged in the manufacture
of iron and steel, and the Bofors Company is the leading re-

presentative of the engineering industries in the province.
If Varmland is water-divided into three parts, Dalecarlia falls

into two. Through vast forests, owned by the Korsnas and
the Stora Kopparberg concerns, the mighty Dala River proudly
flows in a south-easterly direction, carrying its rich freight of

forest timber down to the Baltic. The scenery of northern
Dalecarlia round about Alvdalen and Idre is on a grander scale

than that of Varmland, with vast lonely forests and imposing
hilly ridges. Here are the southernmost ranges of the Swedish
high-fell region, marked by the Transtrand Fells and somewhat
farther north is Stadjan 3,700 feet above sea-level. Lower down
the river the country is fertile and thickly populated.
This mighty river is the main artery of Dalecarlia, the forests

and iron having for ages been its source of wealth, as in Varm-
land. Much of the acreage is owned by the great industrial
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Rattvik Church (Dalarna).

concerns, but the people of Dalecarlia have clung more ten-

aciously to the land that is their birthright than the inhabitants

of other provinces. There are many peasant-holdings in Dalecarlia

that have been handed down from generation to generation

for hundreds of years. These people move in an atmosphere

rich in tradition. Proud and self-confident, and forthright in all

their dealings, they are faithful preservers of the customs and

handicrafts of their forefathers.
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Round the lovely Lake Siljan are situated the well-known
villages and tourist resorts of Orsa, Mora, Rattvik and Leksand,
all of which are associated with Gustavus Vasa's war of indepen-
dence. The south-east part of the province, however, weighs
heaviest in the scale as regards historical and economic im-
portance. Here is the pretty capital of Dalecarlia, Falun, with
its now deserted copper-mine, at one time Sweden's chief
national treasure, and the very interesting Bergslag Museum.
Here big-scale industry predominates, in the first place Bergs-
laget with the ironworks of Domnarvet and Sweden's most
important paper mill, Kvarnsveden.

Just as Varmland has found a literary interpreter in Selma
Lagerlof, so has Dalecarlia been celebrated in song by Karlfeldt;
and if Varmland is a romance in a major key, Dalecarlia may be
said to be a dramatic poem of imposing grandeur.

THE NORTH OF SWEDEN
The part of Sweden lying north of the Dala River constitutes

more than half of the country. The very vastness of this region
precludes our speaking of it in any but the barest outline.

Gavle, a very lively maritime and commercial town, the
biggest in the north of Sweden, is reached by a 3 hour train
journey from Stockholm. Still further north, after crossing the
Ljusnan River and passing through the romantic province of
Halsingland, much frequented by tourists, we come to such
centres of the Swedish forest industry as Hudiksvall on a bay
of the Gulf of Bothnia and Sundsvall, lying at the mouth of
one of our mightiest rivers, the Indalsalven. On another great
waterway, the Angerman River, is situated the town of SollefteL
The valley to the north of SollefteS is one of the grandest in
the whole country, "created by God" as the saying goes, "in
a mood of both rapture and wrath". Railway bridges of
astonishing dimensions cross the rivers as they rush down to
the sea, carrying with them their massive burden of timber to
the many sawmills and pulpmills that literally line the lower
reaches of the rivers and lend a special character to the whole
coastline, from the mouth of the Dala River to the point where
the Tome River empties into the northernmost bay of the
Gulf of Bothnia. From the coast, the valleys of these several
rivers lead up through majestic scenery into the high-fell
regions.

2 32



Kaiskai, one of the biggest sulphite-pulp factories (G'astiikland).



Summer evening (Angermanland).

The principal artery of Jamtland is the Indalsalven, which
in the middle of its course broadens out into a large lake,

Storsjon. To the west of this lake the foothills run up into

mountains of imposing height, between which beautiful lakes

are glimpsed such as Stroms Vattudal and Kailsjon. Thousands
of visitors, and especially young people with sporting proclivities,

are drawn to this part of the country summer and winter by
the wild beauty of this alpine landscape. The principal town

2 34



Wong the coast oi Norrland an ancient peasant culture still survives (Halsingland).



Taimforsen waterfall (Jamthnd).

is Ostersund, beautifully situated opposite the island of Froso
in Lake Storsjon. About 70 miles to the west is the famous
winter resort of Are, and 40 miles further west, on a mountain
plateau close to the Norwegian border, is Storlien. Nature
here is wilder — the mountains sweeping in magnificent
contours that are a joy to the heart of the skier. As there
is always an abundance of snow, Storlien bids fair to become
the most popular winter sports centre in Sweden.

236



Up in the hills you can winter-sport to your heart's content (Harj'edalen).

The mountain villages of Harj'edalen, Funasdalen, Fjallnas,

Tannas and so on, are also attracting more and more tourists,

as this part of the country is a bit more off the beaten track.

A sombre stillness rests over the forest-clad mountains which

are brightened up, however, by the silver flash of frequent brooks

and lakes. These waterways teem with river-trout, grayling

and salmon-trout, making the neighbourhood a paradise for

the sportsman.
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Lapland, the largest of the Swedish provinces, extends from
the Norwegian border in the west to the coast provinces of
the Gulf of Bothnia in the east, and reaches beyond the Arctic
Circle as far north as the 69th latitude. Along the Norwegian
border extends the mighty massif of the fell country. The
average height here is 4,600 feet, and peaks such as Kebnekajse,
Sarek and Sulitelma, reaching a height of 6,500—7,000 feet, are
covered with eternal snow. Between this high-fell massif, the land
of frozen solitudes, of great lakes and fens, and the coast, stretches
the immense belt of the forests.

Lapland is a country of great contrasts: on the one hand
the midnight sun — in Abisko visible above the horizon from
the 31st of May until the 14th of July — and on the other, the
first months of winter darkness, when the heavens are ablaze
with the fantastic fire of the Aurora Borealis. Here also we find
side by side, the most primitive conditions and hyper-modern
industrial plant in the shape of the Porjus power station, the
iron ore districts of Gallivare and Loussavaara, and the mining
town of Kiruna. Here still live the descendants of a foreign
race, the nomadic Lapps, who are native to this part of the
country now taken over by Swedish industrial pioneers and
the thousands of workers now employed in the extensive
mining undertakings. Thanks to the harnessing of the water-
falls it has been possible to utilize the natural riches of these
distant regions.

Tourists, in a steadily increasing stream, are making their
way to the north. The journey is not fatiguing, taking only
24 hours from Stockholm to Kiruna. About 30 miles to the
north of Kiruna lies Torne Trask, a lake over 120 sq. miles
in area with snow-capped mountains towering above it. On
the southern shore the tourist station of Abisko is situated in a
vast natural park of great interest, and not far from here is

Riksgransen, the "boundary of the realm" another tourist centre,
surrounded by equally magnificent scenery.
Lapland offers the tourist unique opportunities of getting to

know the fascinating world of fells and wild mountain solitudes.
This has been made possible partly by the electric railway,
partly by the trails laid out by the Swedish Touring Club.
These trails lead past mountain crags, waterfalls and alpine
lakes, over moorlands and through regions of marvellous arctic
vegetation, and past bog and lakeshore where birds of passage
gather in large flocks to enjoy the intense life of the short nordic
summer after their lengthy winter sleep.
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Racier in the Kebnekajse massif (Lapland).

What is it that constitutes the special charm of the Swedish

landscape, what is the outstanding impression after all the details

have faded from the memory? Ask a Swede and he would

hesitate to reply — perhaps because it is all so familiar to him

and he is unable to see it in perspective; but the foreigner would

probably answer immediately: the exquisite freshness of the

landscape and the intensity of the light and the colours playing

over it. In summer the sun never seems to want to go to bed,
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Skiing in the Rapa Valley (Lapland).

and night is not night but an unreal, fairy twilight, an ethereal
transition from the warm glow of evening to the first flush of
roseate dawn. In the daytime the light never takes on that quality
of sharpness that it does to the south where subtler nuances
are effaced; instead of being dazzled, the eye is caressed by the
delicate play of colours over the tops of the linden trees and
birches and among sombre firs and pines, on flowering meadow
and purple heath, on glittering streams and brown forest-tarns
mirroring the drifting clouds.

From north to south, in winter as in summer, nature is

lavish with her beauties of colour and light in this land of
Sweden.
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Serene beauty.
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The spell of the past.



EPILOGUE

The stream of energy that comes welling up in the Sweden

of today to affirm the paramountcy of "the living present", is

no expression ot overweening self-confidence, such as is apt

to characterise a young nation. It does not emanate from sources

overflowing today and running dry tomorrow, nor is it the pro-

duct of an artificially induced tension or of political stimulants

administered to quicken the national pulse for the present, at

the price ot exhaustion later on. No, Sweden is an old country,

mellow in years and experience, and dowered with an innate

power ot self-renewal. The social edifice has been erected slowly

and conscientiously on a foundation of ancient solidity, so that

it does not require patching and mending in accordance with

the latest fashions in political statecraft. "A land shall he built

with law" was the motto ot a Swedish king; nor to the Swedish

mind is the rule of law to be equated with the issue of decrees

backed by force: on the contrary, it is deemed to be the embodi-

ment of a free people's conception of justice.

In the course of her long history Sweden has not been without

her times of adversity. The hand of fate has often been heavy

against her, but the sores were healed. It fields were lost, new

fields of activity were always to be won, and the struggle for

existence assumed a new guise, culminating in a consciously

directed effort to lift the life of the whole community on to

a higher plane. Much has already been accomplished, but the

future always beckons to new achievement and the Swedish

people embrace the tasks of today and tomorrow with the same

calm strength and tenacity of purpose that have marked their

progress through the past centuries. The social edifice has

nothing of ostentation or outward splendour about it; but it

stands foursquare, the safeguard and bulwark of a free people.
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Railway, electrified

Eisenbahn mit elektrischem Betrieb
Chemins de fer, lignes ilectrifiees
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in conjunction with railway services
For Fremdenverkehr wichtige Land-
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Principales routes importantes pour le

trafic touristiques. en jonction avec le

chemin de fer

Steamer route, main line and other
important line with passenger service
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sonstige wtchti '

Personenverke,
Voies navigables, lignes principales et

principales lignes secondaires assurant
le service des passagers

[Excursion route in the mountains

J Wanderweg im Hochgebirge
\Sentiers de tourisme dans les Alpes
{ scandinaves
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Air routes, see special map on back
cover. Routes to Sweden, see special

map on back cover

Flugstrecken, siehe Sonderkarte auf
der Ruckseite.Reisewege nach Schwe-
den, siehe Sonderkarte auf der Ruck-
seite

Lignes de navigation aerienne, voir

carte speciale au verso. Voies d'acces

en Suede, voir carte speciale au verso



-————— m




