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MR. McCLOSKEY: Let me first welcome to our briefing 

Mr. Alpha Ibrahima Diallo, Director General of the Informa¬ 

tion Service of the Government of Guinea. You are welcome, 

sir. You are being handed Press Release 475* That is all 

I have. 

Q. Bob, do you have any comment on the North Vietnamese 

claim that some American planes and ships bombed their 

territory? 

A. Joh£, I spent some time after having seen that re¬ 

port and the only thing I can tell you is that we are 

checking the story as it has appeared. On a preliminary 

basis, I would euy that we have no information on operations 

such as charged in those reports. 

Q,. Any Af ricans flying T-28*s? 

A, On T-28's, you know as we have told yea -.ere many 

t aes before that the Lao Government has T-28's in its 

1. de t air force and that they have been in operation 

from time to time against Pathet Lao installations in Laos. 

No American pilots fly those T-28's, 

Q. If the United States Armed Forces attbeks, similar 

to those charged, wouldn't there have to be some rt of 

advanced word or approval from Washington? The reason.' 2 

ask this, do you know of any such approval? 

A. No, sir. 



- 2 - 

Q, Do you have any comment on the Indonesian landing 

on the Malaysian mainland? 

A. Mo, I’m afraid we haven’t, Spence (Davis). We’ve, 

only sesn press reports on that but we have no independent 

confirmation of our own and therefore I wouldn’t want to 

make a comment at this time. 

Q. There’s no confirmation from the Embassy in Kuala 

Lumpur? 

A. We’ve had a report based on other press reports. 

q. To get hack to the Vietnamese thing, do we know 

of any American warships which allegedly are in that area 

that the North Vietnamese clainr was attacked? 

A. That is being checked. I can’t make a flat 

statement on that right now. 

Q. In order to make absolutely sure about what you 

said in here about this preliminary check, as I understand 

it a preliminary check discloses no facts which support — 

A. The allegations made in those reports, yes, sir. 

Q. By a preliminary check, you mean just in the 

Department, Bob, or a preliminary check in the Government? 

A. Just in the Department here and in an effort to 

get out to the briefing only a little bit late, let me 

assure you this is being checked thoroughly throughout the 

Government * 

Q. Bob, do you have any comment on what happened in 

the Sudan in the last three or four days? 

A. No, I haven’t any comment but we are aware of those 

_ 
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disturbances but there is nothing that we would want to 

say. 

Q. But these disturbances had also anti-American 

character in them? 

A. Well, I don’t know. There were disturbances which 

led to the breaking of v/indows, and this is several days 

ago, at a library of the American Embassy in Khartoum. 

The disturbances, so far as we were able to judge, arise 

from domestic issues. They do not appear to be aimed 

against Americans or other foreigners in the Sudan. 

Q. This was reported from there but the question is 

did we do something about it? Did we protest as we usually 

do? 

A. No, not that I’m aware of. We did advise the 

Americans to use caution in their actlvites about the 

city. Here again this was several days ago. Presumably 

that advice still obtains. • 

Q. Did you reply to the Cambodian protests? 

A. No, sir, we did not. 

Q. Has the United States ever expressed any opinon 

one way or another of the downing of an unarmed plane? 

A. We have not, Spencer (Davis), but if I may repeat 

myself from yesterday, we are considering what our reply 

will be to the incidents and to the notes of protest de¬ 

livered to us by the Cambodians. That reply presumably 

will take account of the incident involving the C-123 as 

well as otherincident3 in the border area of last week. 
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Q. Bob, you haven’t gotten any confirmation on the 

reported arrest of an American doctor in the Congo, in the 

rebel-held part of the Congo? 

A. We did have information yesterday that the — 

I believe his name is Carl3on, a missionary, had been 

arrested. He is Paul E. Carlson, bora in Culver City, 

California, March 31, 1928; parents, Mr. and Mrs. G. H. 

Carlson, 1717 South Raymond Avenue, Alhambra, California. 

Q. Is he a medical missionary? 

A. I believe so. He lias a medical degree from GW. 

We have had no specification of charges against him. I 

did note one of the press reports yesterday alleging that 

he had been a disguised U.S. Army officer and the Embassy 

has already addressed itself to that question, pointing 

out that the information on hi3 background showed that he 

had not served in the Army ever but he had been in the 

Wavy. Now I don’t know whether he was an officer or an 

enlisted man. 

Q. He had been in the Wavy in 1946-48. 

Q. Bob, this is a second case now in a short perid. 

A couple of daysago an American missionary was reported 

beaten to de^th. Can the United States do something to 

protect the Americans still in rebel-held territory? 

A. Well, I can only say that first, of course, we 

have the greatest concern for the welfare of the American 

citizens in these circumstances and we have been exploring 



- 5 - 

every possible way that their security may be insured ana, 

above all, their evacuation from these areas is accomplished* 

Q. Did you at some point advise departure from these 

areas ? 

A. Advising departure isn*t,perhap3 wasn*t possible 

since we have no communications* -Let me speak for 

example, of Stanleyville. A3 you know, we have an American 

Consul and four staff members in the Consulate in 

Stanleyville apparently under some restraints* Our only 

information on their well-being has been through other 

sources. We have had no direct communication. It is 

certainly our intention to get them out of there as soon 

as it*s possible. 

Q. Whereabouts was Carlson arrested? 

A. Stanleyville. 

Q, Do we have a figure on how many Americans are 

in the area? 

A. In Stanleyvil^p? 

Q. Generally in rebel-hold Congo? 

A. In Stanleyville, approximately 25 — that would be 

the five in the Consulate staff and the others mainly 

missionaries. 

Q. Is Mr. Eusk coming back today or tonight? 

A. Yes, sir. Ke*s scheduled back late this afternoon. 

Q. Thank you very much. 

*♦**#* 

Press conference concluded at 1:01 P.M. 
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