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THE WHITE HOUSE 
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TO THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES; 

I arn transrnitting herewith, for the advice and consent of the Sonate 
to ratification. the Treaty on thc Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

• • 

This treaty was opened for signature on Suly 1, 1968 in Washington, 
London and Moscow, Ninety-five members of the United Nations had 
votod to cornmend it, and to request that it be opened for signature and 

. ratification at the earliest possible date, „.. 

On July 1 it was signed in Washington by the United States of 
America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 53 other states. Many others have 
indicated their intention to sign• it promptly. 

I consider this treaty to be the most important international agree-
ai i rtiont limiting nuclear arms since the nuclear age began. It is a triumph 
Wof sanity and of man's wiII to survive. • 

The treaty takes a Major stop toward a goal the United States has 
been seeking for tho past twenty-two years. .Beginning with the McMahon 
Act in 1946, our statutc-s have forbidden tEe transfer of our nuclear weapons 
to other 

In the Executive bro.nch, efforts to prevent the spread of nuclear 
weapons have coznplemented those of the Congress. Ever since tho Baruch 
Plan of 1946, we have sought to achieve an international consensus on this 
subject. 

In making the first United States test ban proposal, President 
Eisenhower noted that his purpose was to curtail the uncontrolled spread 

41.0 f nuclear weapons. 

When President Kennedy announced tlie successful negotiation of 
thc Nuclear Test Ban T.rcaty in 1963, he expressed the hope that it would 

. be the opening wedge in a carnpaign to prevent the spread of nuclear 
weapons. I-le pointed out that a number of other nations could soon have 
the capacity to produce such .,--7eapons, and urged that we uSe whatever 

\ time remained to persuade such countries not to follow that course. 

In 1964, in the first message I submitted to the Geneva Disarmament 
Conference, I proposed an agreement that nuclear weapons not be trans-
ferred to non-nucicar countries, and that aIl.transfers of nuclear materials 
for peaceful purposes take place under int,:trnational safeguards. 

In 1966, the United States Senate clearly showed its support for 
negotiations toward a non;.-prolileration treayT—Ninety-nine Senators 
dccla.red thernseN-es in favor of the Pastore resolution (Senate Resolution ‘. 
179). It comrnended serious and urgent efforts to negotiate international 
agreements limiting the spread of nuclear weapons. It supported additional 
efforts by the President which Viere appropriate and necessary for the 
solution, of nuclear prolife-ration problems. 
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6965 The treaty I arn submitting to yu o today is the product of these 
efforts by the legislative and executive bl

anches. Its provisions are 
described in detail i.n the accompanying report of the Secretary of Stato. 

Its'eentral purpose is to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. 
Its basic undertaking was deliberately patterned after United States atomic 
energy legislation, which forbids transfers of our nuclear weapons to others. 
The treaty not only makes such a prohibition binding on all nuclear powers ;' 
it reinforces the prohibition, by barring non-nuclear countries from re-
ceiving them from any source, from manufacturing or otherwise acquiring 
them, and from seeking or receiving any assistance in their manufacture. 

The treaty, however, does rnore than just prohibit the spread of 
nuclear weapons. It would also promote the further development of nuclear 
energy for peaceful purpoaes under safeguards. 

This is the goal. of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
yhich resulted from President Eisenhower's "Atoms for Peace" plan. 

•The IAEA is charged with the :primary responsibility for safeguards 
- under the non-proliferation treaty. It already has considerable experience 
in applying safeguards under international agreements for cooperation in 
the civil uses of nuclear energy. 

I believe that this treaty will greatly advance the goal. of nuclear 
cooperation for peaceful pnrposes under international safeguards. 

It will require that all parties which export nuclear tnaterials and 
equipment to non-nuclear-weapon states for peaceful purposes make sure 

that such materials, and those used or produced in such equipment, are 

under international safeguards. 

require all non-nuclear parties to accept international safe-
guards on ail peaceful nuclear activities 1,vithin their territories, under 
their jurisdiction, or carried out under their control anywhere. 

It will help insure cooperation in the field of peaceful uses of nuclear 
energy, and the exchange of scientific and'technological information on 
such peaceful applications. 

It will enable all countries to assist non-nuclear parties to the 
treaty with their peaceful nuclear activities, confident that their 
assistance will not be diverted to the making of nuclear weapons. 

It obligates the nuclear-weapon parties to make potential benefits 
from any peaceful applications of nuclear explosions available -- on a 
non-discriminatory basis, and at the lowest possible cost -- to parties to 
the treaty that are required to give up the right:to have their own nuclear. 
explosives, 

By 1985 the world's peaceful nuclear power stations will probably 
, be turning out enough by-product plutonium. for the production of tens of 

nuclear bombs every day, This capability must not be allowed to result - 
in the further spread of nuclear weapons! .The consequences" would be 

,nuclear anarchy, arxd the energy designed to light the world could plunge 
it into darkneas. 

But the treaty has a significance that goes beyond its furtherance of 
these important aspects of United States eaclear policy. In the great 
tradition of the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty it represents another step on 
the journey toward world peace, I believe that its very achievement, as 
well as its provisions, enhances the prospects of progress toward dis-
armament, 
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I On Monday, July l, -- as this treaty liwas signed on behalf of the 

United States -- I announced that agreernen,t had been reached with the 
Soviet Union to enter into discussions in the nearest future on the limitation 
and reduction of both offensive nuclear weaPons systems, and systerne of 
defense against ballistic missiles. Thus there is hope that this treaty 
wili rnark the beginning of a new phase in the quest' for order and - 
moderation in international affairs. 

-I"urgently recommend that the Senate! Move avvittly to enhance our 
- seturity and that of the entire world by giving its consent to the ratification 
of alio treaty. 

THE WHITE HOUSE,' 
. July 9$ 19E8. 

ViNDON 13, JOHNSON 
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