
Book 11:

“A life without truth is no life

A life without God is measurably worse”

Garthus 2011

As they walked out to the car, Madeline asked how Zoe was doing. “We have not 

seen her at all except for in the Court today” John said as he opened the front 

passenger door for Madeline. She said thank you and sat down in the seat as 

John closed the door. Michelle and Tyler sat in the back of the car with Cassandra. 

As they left the courthouse parking garage, Michelle told Madeline how badly she 

felt “concerning what your mother has done to you. How long do you intend to 

stay with us?” Madeline said “as long as you will have me … I really appreciate 

what you and John are doing for me … no one has ever been this nice to me.” 

Madeline then leaned her head on John's shoulder and began crying softly. He 

said “please do not upset yourself even more than you already are Madeline … it 

is not good for your health.” Madeline said “But John I am not upset … I am 

crying because of how happy I am over my new life … thank you all so much.” As 

Madeline kept he head on John's shoulder he thought of Zoe as he was driving. 

She liked to do the same thing and he missed her so much. Soon they were 

pulling into the parking lot of the County Jail, where Zoe was being held. As they 

got out of the car, John went to pick up Cassandra. He held her above his head 

for a moment and then kissed and embraced her. Madeline came over and asked 
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if she could hold Cassandra. As John handed her to Madeline he noticed a wistful 

look in her eyes, she said, “oh, John what a wonderful daughter you and Zoe 

have … how nice it is to be part of such a wonderful family … I wish one day to 

have a child whom I can love, I will treat her so kindly and love her so much!” As 

they walked towards the Jail compound, Madeline carried Cassandra and walked 

next to John the entire time. When they entered the door, they had to pass 

through an inspection point with metal detectors. Madeline held Cassandra 

through everything … John noticed a change in her appearance, she now looked 

like a happy young girl as she carried Cassandra around for all to see. After they 

had entered the jail they were told that only three people could see Zoe during a 

visit. John quickly said “Michelle it should be you and Madeline … take Cassandra 

with you, I am sure that Zoe would like to see her.” Michelle said “but John, you 

are her husband … it should be you ….” John said “no Michelle a mother is more 

important than a husband, I will see her some other time … I am sure that she 

will understand.” Madeline thought “oh what a wonderful gentleman John is … Zoe 

is so lucky to have such a husband.” As the three ladies entered the holding cell, 

Madeline looked back at John and thought “he looks so lost without his wife by his 

side, I hope Zoe gets released soon.” 

As they entered, they saw Zoe already sitting at one of the benches. They went 

over and sat down across from her and Madeline handed Cassandra to Zoe. Zoe 

was perplexed as to why Madeline was with her mother and carrying Cassandra; 
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she said “Madeline … why are you here after what you have done to us?” As tears 

rolled down her face, Madeline opened her mouth to speak, but could not utter a 

word. Michelle then proceeded to recount the day's events to Zoe and said “my 

dear Zoe, please do not be to harsh with Madeline, she acted 'very' bravely by 

doing what she did … in the end her mother spit on her and then slapped her 

face. We have agreed for her to stay at the estate with us for the time being. 

What do you think?” Madeline, I am so happy to hear what you did, we had 

already forgiven you … it makes me happy to have you as a friend.” Madeline said 

Zoe … I am so sorry over what I had done … I will do whatever I can to make it 

up to you and John.” Zoe said “Madeline, you do not owe us anything, your 

friendship is enough … thank you.” The three ladies and Cassandra talked for the 

entire time … soon the thirty minutes had passed and it was time to go. Zoe said 

“will all of you please tell John that I love him and am thinking about him often.” 

Yes said Michelle and Madeline, we will tell him. Zoe kissed Cassandra one last 

time and handed her to Madeline. The meeting was over and as they were 

walking out, Madeline said  to Zoe “thank you again” … “thank you.” As Michelle 

and Madeline entered with Cassandra, John smiled … he said “and how was my 

wife?” Michelle said wonderful as always and she sends you her love …..” 

John said, well let us leave this dreadful place now, would you ladies like to go 

out for dinner. Michelle said, no John I do not think that would be a good idea … 

to many nosy people. We can make something at home, if you and Tyler watch 
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Cassandra. Madeline and I will prepare dinner. John agreed and then they all left 

the jail and got back into the car. Before long they were entering the estate … 

Madeline felt so happy … she felt like she was going home and even though with 

her mother and father she never felt like they had a home, this was different … 

she was with people who she thought really cared about her and that made her 

so happy. She had placed her head on John's shoulder again during the drive and 

now she picked it up and smiled at John. Then, she turned around and smiled at 

Michelle and Tyler and said thank you to them. Madeline insisted on carrying 

Cassandra into the house … she placed her in the play area next to the dining 

room table and quickly changed her diaper … at least she tried … John had to help 

her since this was something new to her. Madeline kissed Cassandra and smiled 

at John, then she went into the kitchen to help Michelle prepare dinner. Tyler said 

to John “I think that in her heart, Madeline is a good person, I hope that she is 

happy here.” John said “Yes Tyler, it would be nice for her to have some happiness 

in her life for once … I hope that we can help.”

Madeline began to bring the dishes in and set the table … John and Tyler got up at 

once and began to help … she said no John, I will do it myself.” He said “Madeline 

in this  family we all help with everything.” Madeline smiled at him and thought 

“what nice men … why have the other men in my life been so different?”  They all 

helped set the table and then brought the food into the dining room. As they sat 

down at the table, John asked Madeline to sit in Zoe's seat next to Cassandra. 
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She was so happy to have John recognize her in this way, that several tears rolled 

down her face. John then thanked God for the food and said a special prayer for 

God to help Madeline to get through “this hard time”. Madeline had never heard 

such a blessing said over a meal by her parents … this was all new to her and she 

thought “is this what Christians do … I wonder.” As they had dinner, Madeline and 

John played with Cassandra. They all talked about happy things and kept talking 

long after the dinner was over. As Michelle and Madeline began to clear the table, 

the men got up and began helping, this is woman’s work Madeline said in a joking 

manner. “No such thing in this house” John said. Both Madeline and Michelle 

would not have it any other way the smiled happily on their way to the kitchen. 

The men brought the dishes into the kitchen and Madeline and Michelle cleaned 

them and placed them into the dishwasher. Soon they were finished and it was 

time for bed.

Michelle and Tyler said goodnight and John showed Madeline to her bedroom. 

Madeline was carrying Cassandra, and John offered to take her, she said no let 

me carry her back to your room. As Madeline placed Cassandra into her crib, she 

said “John can I speak to you freely … please.” John said “what is on your mind 

Madeline?” Madeline looked into his eyes and began to cry … she embraced him 

firmly and said “John, if only you were my father, my life would have been so 

different. I do not really know how to behave in this environment … that is, in a 

real family. If I do anything wrong … or something which displeases you … please 
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tell me at once … I want to be a good person, but I do not know how … please 

help me.” She held John even tighter and he did not know what to make of this. 

As John pushed her away, he felt that she was shaking uncontrollably. He said 

“Madeline … I understand what you are saying and my only request is that you 

always say what is on your mind … regardless of what fears you may have. 

Honesty is part of what makes our family so strong and if you will understand 

that, we will all be much happier being together. Madeline embraced John again … 

still quivering … then she said “hold me please, for just a few more moments.” 

Soon the quivering subsided and she released her embrace … saying “John, thank 

you for being so nice to me … both you and Michelle … you both have been so 

much nicer to me than I have deserved. I cannot imagine what I can do to repay 

you, but thank you … thank you.” She then turned around and as she walked out 

the door, turned to John and said “goodnight … 'dad', if I can call you that.” John 

said “Madeline, I would be pleased to have you as my daughter, just remember 

what I said ….” Madeline said “I will always remember … what you said … and how 

you have treated me … always.”

As Madeline walked back to her room, she thought of how her life had been, just 

a few days ago and then how it was at the moment. She thought “this must be 

heaven, or so it seems.” Then she washed up quickly and lay down in the bed, 

staring at the ceiling. “It is so quiet” she thought; no load talking or demands for 

her to serve her mother and father or their friends. She had never really known 
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peace in her life, perhaps that is why she felt so happy in the past, whenever she 

visited Zoe. For the first time in her life, Madeline felt the feeling of safety … she 

could finally sleep without being worried about being awakened by one of her 

mother's drunken friends. She reached for the clock and set the alarm at five-

thirty in the morning. “I will get up early and help Michelle with breakfast … or 

John with Cassandra” she thought “it is the least that I can do ….” Madeline 

quickly fell asleep and had happy dreams …. She slept until the alarm sounded 

and upon awakening, quickly turned it off for fear of disturbing the others. While 

she lay there for some time thinking, she heard John get up and go into another 

room, he had to take a phone call so he went into his office and closed the door. 

Just then, Madeline heard Cassandra. She quickly got up and went into John's 

room and picked up Cassandra, who was moving her arms and legs and squealing 

softly. As she held Cassandra, she thought of how nice it would be to have a 

mother who held her and cared about her. Cassandra she said “you are so lucky 

to have parents who care about you … I will help take care of you .. it is so nice 

to be loved.” She spoke in a low voice so as not to be heard by anyone and did 

not notice that John had entered the room. “Your father is such a good many and 

I love him very much” … “everyone in your family is so nice Cassandra … you 

have the best 'dad' a daughter could hope for” she said. John stood there for 

nearly ten minutes watching Madeline with Cassandra. He not only heard 

everything that Madeline said, but saw how lovingly she was treating Cassandra. 

He walked up behing Madeline and placed his hands on her shoulders … saying 

7 Of 21



“Madeline, you are up early, did you have trouble sleeping?” she said “no John, in 

fact it was the best rest which I have had in a long time … Cassandra is such a 

wonderful child … you and Zoe are lucky.” John said “Madeline, I heard everything 

that you said … thank you.” Madeline turned around, still holding Cassandra and 

said “John, anytime you would like to, I can watch Cassandra and also I intend to 

help out around the house beginning this morning.” “I would also like to watch 

the trial … if it is okay with you.” John said “Madeline, I think that at this time you 

can be of greater help here at home. Your mother and father will most certainly 

be there and more than likely will create a scene if the see you.” John then 

embraced Madeline and Cassandra saying “I guess we should all be getting ready 

… thank you again Madeline … for your kind thoughts.”

The phone rang, it was the guard at the entrance to the estate. “There is a 

process server here looking for Madeline, what should I do” he said. “Send him 

up” John said, we will take care of it. Madeline held Cassandra tightly and the 

both walk quickly to the front door. A short time passed and the door bell rang. 

John opened the door and the process server said “Is a Ms. Madeline O'Malley 

here?” Madeline said “that is me ...” and he handed her the subpoena. It ordered 

her to appear in Court today, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution. “I wonder 

what they have in mind?” Madeline said. John told her “do not worry dear … just 

remember what I just told you.” Madeline said “yes John … but what if what they 

ask me makes you look bad?” John said “When all is said and done … the truth is 
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my best defense, do not worry about me, my fate is in God's hands.” 

Michelle and Tyler came in from the kitchen just as the process server was giving 

the subpoena to Madeline. Michelle was 'very' upset, she said “John this is not 

good … if they know Madeline is staying here it will look bad for you.” Only now 

did Madeline begin to realize how bad her presence here with John would be. She 

gently placed Cassandra in the play area in the dining room and quickly went to 

her room. John called after her, but she left without saying a word. She went into 

her room and began to dress, before she could finish she heard a knock on the 

door. It was John “Madeline is there anything the matter” he said. She said “John 

please leave me alone … I have to think.” John opened the door and entered, he 

said “Madeline what are you doing?” She said “John, I have caused you and Zoe 

enough hardship, it would not be good for you if I stay here.” John put both of his 

hands on either side of her face, he said “Madeline, look at me and please listen 

to what I am about to say. Whether you walk out the door … or stay … I most 

certainly will be going to Jail. The evidence which is there to prove my innocence 

cannot be presented to the jury … I have taken an oath not to reveal it at this 

time. And Zoe … she may be incarcerated a long time because of her refusal to 

testify. I would be “very” grateful to you if you stayed and helped out around the 

house. You seem to be good with Cassandra and she is whom I am concerned 

about the most if I am to be gone. If you go now, it will all be for nothing … your 

testimony … the fight with your mother and father … but most of all your desire 

9 Of 21



for a new life. If helping you to be happy means one more bad piece of evidence 

presented to the jury, I think that it is well worth it. I am willing to take that 

chance … now you must be willing to take a chance … a chance to be happy … 

just do not worry about me, that jury has already convicted me with the help of 

the judge. John then kissed Madeline on the forehead and she embraced him 

tightly. For what seemed like an eternity, they both stood there, only then did 

John realize that she was only partially dressed. He released her and said 

“Madeline I am sorry, I should have waited to come in.” Madeline for the first time 

in her life had a feeling of being part of something … a family … the love of a 

family … she smiled at John and said “no dad, it is I who should be apologizing for 

acting so foolishly. I promise that I will go to Court happily and tell the truth … I 

will not let them make me upset … I want you to be proud of me … whatever 

happens I will be there for you, Cassandra and Zoe.” She embraced John and 

kissed him lightly on the side of the face and then said “well let me get finished 

dressing, I guess we have to be leaving soon.” John smiled and left the room.

Little did Madeline realize, how difficult her promise would be to keep … little did 

she realize what vile plans the District Attorney had for her … how she would be 

used as a pawn to bring down John. Soon they all were together and ready to 

leave. Once again John held the door for Madeline and Michelle as they entered 

the car. As he started the car John asked that “all of us only think of positive 

things while driving to the Court.” Madeline knew that John was trying to cheer 
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everyone in spite of what they both knew would be another terrible blow to John’s 

defense. So she smiled and tried to only talk of pleasant things. As they were 

leaving they estate, Madeline grasped John's arm and placed her head on his 

shoulder … she felt so secure and so happy … for the moment. Cassandra was 

especially playful this morning and Michelle enjoyed being next to her. They all 

talked about the weather, what to serve for dinner tonight, seeing Zoe … anything 

to get their minds off the coming storm which was soon to be in the courtroom. 

They all were happy as they entered the courthouse parking lot. Madeline picked 

up Cassandra and embraced her, as she started to walk away from the car, 

Michelle stopped her, she said “Madeline, it is probably better if I hold Cassandra 

since you will be testifying.” “Michelle, thank you for the concern; but let her 

carry the child … at this point it really does not matter any more … they have 

already made up their minds” John said. Madeline proudly carried Cassandra … 

for once in her life she was part of a real family and she would not be afraid of 

what others might think. As they entered the courtroom, John save Madeline's 

mother and father sitting at the rear of the room. He lead Michelle, Tyler and 

Madeline over to the other side, away from her parents, after they sat down, he 

went up to the table and sat with his attorneys. After a few minutes, the court 

officer entered and announced the judge; all present stood up and after the judge 

sat down he asked them to sit. 

The judge asked if there were any items to be discussed before he seated the 
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jury, with no response after a short time, he said to the court attendant to have 

the jury enter. As the jury entered many of them stared at John and Madeline 

noticed this. The District Attorney stood up after the jury was seated and said 

“the prosecution would like to recall a witness … will Ms. Madeline O'Malley please 

take the stand. The judge reminded her that she was still under oath and she said 

that she understood. The District Attorney said “Ms. O'Malley, now that you have 

recanted your testimony, what is your relationship with the defendant? Madeline 

said “there is no relationship between us.” The District Attorney opened up an 

envelope and took out three pictures. One picture was of Madeline with her head 

on John's shoulder in the car, one was of them embracing outside the house and 

the other was taken through the bedroom window with Madeline partially 

undressed. He said “please explain these pictures?” Madeline was shocked, she 

expected something bad, but not this …. She said, “there is nothing to explain … 

just like a father and daughter embracing.” The district Attorney than sank to a 

new low, he said “You recant your testimony … he gives you some money … and 

what were you two doing when the lights were out?” Madeline just sat there, a 

tear slowly rolling down he face. She now realized what Michelle was trying to tell 

her; unwittingly, she had done great damage to John and their was no believable 

way to explain what had happened between them. She also realized that John 

was more worried about her happiness than how this might look to the jury. The 

Judge said, “young lady please answer the question.” Madeline just sat there 

staring straight ahead. The judge said, “what do you think the defendant's wife 
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will think when she sees those pictures?” Madeline finally snapped out of it, she 

said “your honor, regardless of whatever you or the jury may think, John Santelli 

is a gentleman … a most honorable person, he was consoling me and each of 

those times I was the one who initiated the embrace. It was intended to be such 

as between a father and his daughter. If you have dirty thoughts concerning those 

pictures it is because you have a polluted and corrupt mind.” The judge was livid 

“Ms. O'Malley, you are walking on thin ice, if you really think that you can defame 

me and then get sympathy from the jury for your lover.” “he is not my lover … 

John always treated me as part of his family … how can you say such a thing?” 

Madeline said. The District Attorney said “Ms. O'Malley, are you not living with the 

defendant?” Madeline said “I have been invited into his house … I live with all of 

them as a daughter would live with her family.” The District Attorney said “Oh, 

you have moved into the house of a man who is married to the daughter of his 

first wife and is living with them and his first wife's husband and their illegitimate 

daughter … and you call this a family? And what of you, this Court heard evidence 

that you are nothing more than a whore, I guess you will fit right in with the rest 

of the family” Madeline was heartbroken, she had not only destroyed John, but 

Michele, Tyler and Cassandra not were cast in a 'very' bad light .. all because of 

her. Madeline said in a broken voice as several more tears rolled down her face 

“Whatever vile things you choose to say about John and his family, understand 

this, they are not true … these are all good people, only now do I realize how 

good they are … and I love them.” The District Attorney then said “no further 
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questions of this witness your honor” the prosecution rests its case”.

Madeline stood up and slowly walked back to her seat, as she passed by John, 

she saw that he had his face in his hands, she put her hand on his shoulder, as he 

looked at her, she said “it's alright dad, God knows the truth.” John smiled and 

Madeline went over and sat down next to Michelle. Michelle handed her Cassandra 

and Madeline embraced her. Madeline thought “I can never repay him for what he 

has done for me … but I can try” then she looked at Cassandra and thought “we 

have to help make your future a happy one, Cassandra, that would be the best 

gift for John.” The Judge than asked the defense “are you ready with your case?” 

Jon Schmolz stood up and said “your honor we would like to request a recess … 

until tomorrow morning … when we will begin our presentation.” The Judge 

agreed, dismissed the Jury and then the Court Officer asked everyone to rise as 

the Judge left. While John felt bad for Madeline, he also was proud of the way she 

stood up to the vicious  attacks being directed at her. He then got up and walked 

over to his family, saying “shall we go see Zoe?” They all agreed and John walked 

behind them as they left the courtroom. As he approached Madeline he grasped 

her arm and said “you were wonderful … thank you for being so brave.” Madeline 

said “thank you for the kind words John, but I am afraid that I had done 

irreparable harm to you and your family.” John said “let us talk about this later, 

now we should get into a better mood for our meeting with Zoe.”  Madeline said 

“yes”, as she embraced Cassandra and they all walked out to the car. Once again, 
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John held the door for the ladies and then started the car. While she was tempted 

to, Madeline did not lean her head on John's shoulder this time, she thought “I 

have already done him so much damage ….” John however, knew what she was 

thinking … he grasped her hand and said “do not be afraid for me … I do not care 

what they may think … if you are afraid, then they win.” Madeline said “thank you 

dad” and gently rested her head on his shoulder. As they drove, Madeline thought 

about Zoe “John” she said, “perhaps it would be better if I spoke to Zoe before 

you did. I am sure that by now they have shown her the pictures, I cannot 

imagine how she must feel.” John said “you may be right Madeline, I guess it will 

be you, Michelle and Cassandra again. But tell her that I will see her tomorrow 

and that I love her.” A few more minutes of driving and they were their. As John 

stopped the car, he said, “I am leaving this to you woman to make it right with 

Zoe, I hope she will understand about hose pictures.” Once again, Madeline held 

Cassandra as they walked into the jail and passed through the checkpoint. This 

time however, when they entered the holding area, Zoe was not smiling. Michelle 

said hello but Zoe did not respond. “What are you doing here Madeline and why 

are you carrying my daughter?” Michelle said “Zoe, please do not be angry with 

Madeline … she really was trying to help and there was nothing going on which 

anyone should be ashamed of.” Zoe said “what concerns me is the damage that 

this may do to John's case … why were you two carrying on like that?” Madeline 

was heartbroken … it seemed like everything that she tried to do … turned out 

wrong … and now she thought “Zoe surely must hate me.” She said “Zoe can I at 
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least try to explain ….” Michelle interrupted and said “perhaps it will be better if I 

explain what happened.” Zoe said “no, I want to here it from Madeline, after all it 

is she that is in those pictures.” Madeline than proceeded to explain and describe 

exactly what had happened. She said “Zoe, I am deeply sorry … if you demand it 

I will not stay in your house one minute longer.” Zoe said “Madeline, what would 

you think if you were in my place?” Madeline said “I would think the worst ....” 

“So, you know how I feel then … I am helpless in here … I cannot be with the 

family that I love and I have to see those pictures and read things about you 

being with so many men … I feel really bad for John. Madeline is any of what they 

say about you true?” Michelle said “Zoe, she was forced into most of that by her 

parents … can you not see what they are doing to us?” Michelle said. Zoe replied 

“However, I need more time to think about this, please tell John that I would not 

like to see him I tell you so” “I will” Michelle said. Zoe just stared at Madeline … 

Madeline then handed Cassandra to Michelle and looked down as tears rolled 

down her face.” Michelle said “Zoe you are not being fair to Madeline … believe 

me … there is nothing going on … they are as father and daughter … how could 

you think anything else?” Zoe said “I only know what I have seen and those 

pictures just make me angry. Please go now Madeline, I have something to say to 

Michelle.” Michelle said no Zoe, I will not let you treat her like that, whatever you 

have to say can be said with her present, otherwise I will leave also.” Zoe said 

“then leave … all of you leave … I have to think.” “Please let us not leave under 

such a cloud” said Michelle. Zoe raised her voice and said “Leave … please.” As 
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they left, Zoe would not even look at them, tears began rolling down her face and 

she just stared at the wall. 

When they got outside, Michelle turned to Madeline and said “please take 

Cassandra … please hold her tightly.” Madeline said in a broken voice “I do not 

think that I should” but Michelle just placed her in Madeline's arms and said “my 

daughter is stubborn sometimes … please forgive her … she is not in a good place 

and she is under much stress.” Madeline said “thank you Michelle … yes I feel bad 

for Zoe, I perhaps would have been even more harsh towards John if I were in 

her place.” They walked out in silence as John asked several times about his wife 

and what was going on. Michelle said “John can we please discuss this in the car 

… it is family business.” John knew that something horrible had happened at their 

meeting with Zoe and he worried how bad it might be. When the got to the car, 

Madeline carefully placed Cassandra in the child restraint, while John opened the 

door for Michelle, he than did the same for Madeline and as he closed the door he 

then said “now can anyone tell me what has happened.  Madeline stared down at 

the floor while Michelle recounted the events of their meeting with Zoe. John was 

upset … he thought that Zoe might be more understanding. Madeline however 

said “John, please forgive her … all of this is my fault and I can understand how 

she feels even though I have never been incarcerated … but, living with my 

parents was much like being in prison.” John said “Madeline … you must not be to 

harsh with yourself, we are all in this together and blaming ourselves or each 
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other does not help in any way.” John than started the car and soon they were on 

their way home. However he had a surprise for everyone, instead of going home 

he got on the Long Island Expressway. Michelle and Tyler asked where he was 

going and John just said “you will see.” He turned to Madeline and said “is there 

anything wrong dear ….” Madeline just looked at him and whimpered and before 

she could say a word, John had reached out and pulled her to his side and said 

“Madeline … never feel sorry for anything that you did … especially if your 

intentions were honorable.” Madeline felt so happy, John treated her like a woman 

and she felt secure next to him, she just closed her eyes and dreamed of being in 

a far-away place where parents and their children lived happy lives. After about 

thirty minutes they were pulling into the parking lot of the Angora Cafe in 

Medford. John liked Turkish food and he wanted everyone to get their minds off of 

what just happened. While Michelle and Madeline objected to dining in public, 

John just said “look we cannot live our lives worrying about what others may 

think … to hell with them all … we will go inside as a family, sit down and enjoy 

ourselves as a family and not worry about anything. Zoe will come to her senses 

with God's help and everything will be alright … so let's enjoy dinner and for the 

moment forget about our problems.” As they got out of the car, Michelle though 

about the man who used to be her husband “how could I have been so wrong 

about him, thank you God for bringing us all back together.”

As they entered the restaurant, John was greeted by several of the employees. 
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He knew the three owner's 'very' well and always had nice things to say about the 

food and their service. This was a cafe style restaurant … you went up and chose 

your food cafeteria style, sat down at the tables and paid only when you were 

leaving. John liked the European atmosphere and thoroughly enjoyed himself 

every-time he was there. They had their diner and everyone was so happy that 

they sat around the table for over one and one-half hours talking about 

Cassandra and the estate and of course Zoe. Two of the owners came into the 

cafe and immediately greeted John. They asked him about the trial and he told 

them that things were not going well. They noticed that Zoe was not with John 

and he explained her plight. When they all got up to leave, they wished John well 

and he thanked them. As they walked outside, John opened the door for the 

ladies and he did the same when they got to the car. As John started the car, he 

turned to look at Madeline, she looked at him and placed her head on his 

shoulder, where it remained until they had arrived at the estate. There was not 

much talking as everyone was tired, John talked mostly with Tyler and as they 

were pulling up the driveway, Michelle and Madeline were awakened by the 

motion of the car. 

As they entered the house, Michelle and Tyler said goodnight and went to their 

rooms immediately. Madeline, carrying Cassandra, followed John to his room and 

placed Cassandra on the bed. They both washed Cassandra and changed her 

diaper and then Madeline picked her up and placed her into her crib. She said 
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“John I will watch Cassandra while you wash up. As John was in the bathroom, 

Madeline walked over to the windows and closed the blinds, she thought “damn 

you all for what you have done to us … you have hurt good people.”  She then sat 

down on the bed and watch Cassandra until she was fast asleep. Madeline just sat 

there thinking about the day's events while tears slowly rolled down her face. As 

John came out, he noticed her crying and asked “why?” He sat down next to her 

and placed his arm around her. Madeline said “I feel responsible for everything 

that happened today … I have hurt you and I think Zoe hates me.”  John said 

“Madeline, all that matters is that God knows that our intentions were honorable, 

regardless of what others may think.” Madeline replied “but John, that is the 

problem, while we have not done anything dishonorable, I have thought about 

you in ways which were beyond what a father and daughter should be thinking … 

since there is no way I could possible pay you back … I thought of the only way 

which I knew … how a woman satisfies a man. Those were evil thoughts but they 

weigh heavily on my mind now. If Zoe knew, she would never forgive me” John 

said “Madeline my dear … you underestimate Zoe and yourself, thinking is one 

thing … that is human … but taking responsibility for you behavior, that takes 

discipline and so few people can really achieve that. For example, I too have 

thought about you along similar lines … it is only human … that is what God calls 

temptation. You are a beautiful young lady and I think a kind person. Under 

different circumstances I would love to be with you in a different type of 

relationship, however I am married and I love my wife .. I would never break that 
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vow, I would die first. And, when Zoe cools down, I will explain all this to her, she 

probably will laugh. They both stood up and Madeline put her arms around John, 

he reciprocated and they both embraced. “Good night dear Madeline”,  John said 

… “goodnight John” replied Madeline. As she walked out the door, Madeline said 

“goodnight dad, you have made me the happiest person tonight ….” John smiled 

as he thought “thank you God for helping Madeline … now please help my dear 

Zoe to see the light.”
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