
Book 15:

“To give up all that one holds dear

for love and honor,

Is what happiness

is all about”

Garthus 2011

Madeline was the first to awaken, as she looked at the clock she realized that 

there would barely be enough time for breakfast. She jumped up and touched 

John on the shoulder and said “wake up John … we will be late.” Then she rushed 

to get Cassandra prepared. While John was getting ready, she brought Cassandra 

into the guestroom and placed her in the small crib next to her bed. Then she 

hurriedly dressed and combed her hair. There was a small bathroom in her room, 

without a shower, but there was a sink where she could wash up. After she 

finished, she quickly took Cassandra down to the den and placed her in the play 

area. She did not see Michelle in the kitchen and then went and knocked on her 

bedroom door, Michelle said that “we will be out soon … we have overslept.” 

Madeline smiled and walked back to the den and sat down next to Cassandra.

Soon John walked in, he said “we will have to skip breakfast … the judge will be 

angry with you if we are late.” Madeline agreed. John then said “please pick up 

Cassandra, we will wait in the car for the others.” John called out “Michelle please 
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meet us in the car” and she answered “yes.” John and Madeline walked out to the 

car, she placed Cassandra in the child restraint and then, as John held the door, 

sat down in the front seat. Madeline reached over the front seat and played with 

Cassandra, until Michelle and Tyler arrived. Then John started the car and as they 

were leaving the estate, Madeline placed her head on his shoulder. She was 

worried about what would happen in Court today and thought “if I go to jail, at 

least I will remember these last happy moments with my family.” When they were 

stopped in traffic, John looked over at Madeline, he saw the far-away look on her 

face and asked “Madeline, is everything alright with you?” She said “yes John … I 

was just daydreaming … happy thoughts, before we go to Court.” Michelle said 

“Madeline, good luck and remember … no matter how angry you may feel towards 

the judge, be careful about what you say to him.” Madeline said “thank you 

Michele … I will be careful.” Before long, they were entering the Courthouse 

parking garage. After John stopped the car, Madeline got out and took Cassandra 

from Michelle. As they walked into the Courthouse, John put his arm around 

Madeline and whispered into her ear “may everything turn out well for you my 

dear.” Madeline just smiled and said “thank you.” As they passed through the 

inspection point, Madeline looked at John, Michelle and Tyler and thought “it feels 

so good facing this with my family behind me.” After they entered the Courtroom, 

Madeline sat down behind the table where John would be seated. After John sat 

down with his attorneys, Abigal McKenna came in and motioned for Madeline to 

come up to the table. She walked up with Cassandra and Abigal said “as soon as 
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the judge asks for you, please come up here and be seated in the witness stand. 

The judge intends to have a hearing concerning your status as a witness in the 

case.” Madeline said “thank you Abigal” and then went back and sat down next to 

Michelle.

Suddenly, the Court Officer entered and announced the Judge. As he walked in, 

everyone stood up. He asked them to be seated and then directed that the jury 

be brought in. As the jurors filed in, they looked at John and then everyone else 

in the Court. The Judge then ordered “Madeline O'Malley to approach the bench.” 

Madeline's attorney Abigal stood up and objected to “this hearing proceeding with 

the jury present.” The Judge said “you can object all that you want, but this 

testimony will be heard by the jury, as it has a direct relevance to this trial.” 

Madeline stood up and handed Cassandra to Michelle … Cassandra started 

babbling and reaching for Madeline as she walked away. Some of the jurors 

noticed this and smiled. As Madeline sat down on the witness stand, the Judge 

asked “Ms. Santelli where do … “Madeline interrupted him and said “it is Miss 

O'Malley your honor!” the Judge said “excuse me young lady” and smiled. This 

off-handed remark was another effort by the Judge to discredit Madeline and hurt 

John in the eyes of the jury. But Madeline did not fall for it and remained calm. He 

then said “Ms. O'Malley ...” … Madeline interrupted him again and said “your 

honor, it is Miss O'Malley … I do not use Ms. Before my name.” The Judge's face 

turned red, he was angry and said “do not play games with me young lady … I 
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will address you as 'I' think is appropriate .. do you understand. Madeline said 

“yes your honor.” “Where are you living at this moment … for the record” said the 

Judge. Madeline replied “at the Santelli Estate, your honor.” “Why?” asked the 

Judge. “That is my personal business” said Madeline, “I will not talk about it in 

this Court.” The Judge said “Ms. Santelli … who do you think that you are to talk 

to me in such a tone?” Madeline's attorney objected “your honor is that a 

question?” The Judge said “Ms. McKenna, do not interrupt me with such 

statements again, if you have a valid objection, I will listen, but not to such 

condescension.” Abigal sat down … she could not afford to offend the Judge … he 

was on several of her cases already. The Judge said “Ms. O'Malley have you ever 

had sexual relations with the defendant John Santelli or taken any money from 

him.” It was as if Madeline had been slapped in the face, as the color left her face 

she replied “your honor that is a vile and evil thing to say, if you intend to use 

this proceeding as a means to defame me and imply vile and evil things about 

John Santelli, I will not give you the satisfaction. The questioning is over, I will not 

answer any more of your questions.” “Do you know what that means?” said the 

Judge. “Yes” said Madeline “It means that you can throw me in jail … torture me 

… do what you want. This entire trial is a charade orchestrated by you and those 

'Quisling' witnesses to railroad an honest person into life-imprisonment. I will not 

be part of it any longer. I do not sit up here and claim to be some honorable 

person like you do … I admit that I have committed many sins and that I will have 

much to answer for on judgment day. Do what you want with me … I leave myself 
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in God's hands. You can cause me physical and emotional pain, but you will never 

break my spirit. That is all that I have to say.” The Judge said “Ms. O'Malley … are 

you sure ...do you understand what you are doing?” Madeline just looked at the 

Judge .. and stared ahead … she would not answer. After three minutes the Judge 

said “well I have had enough of this … you think that you can disobey this Court 

… berate this Court … and me … and think you will walk out of here.” “Ms. 

Madeline O'Malley, this Court finds you in Contempt and sentences you to an 

indefinite incarceration until you decide to answer its questions. Apparently the 

defendant John Santelli has a hypnotic effect over the women close to him, but 

this Court will not tolerate insolence on the part of people called before it. Even 

the jury was shaken over the Judge's harsh treatment of Madeline. Many jurors 

had puzzled looks on their faces as they looked at John. The judge ordered 

Madeline handcuffed and placed into the holding cell behind the Courtroom. As 

Madeline was led out by the Court Officers, Cassandra babbled loudly and moved 

her arms. Before she left Madeline turned and looked at John, there were tears in 

her eyes … but a smile on her face. John smiled at her and kissed his hand, while 

he felt terrible about what was happening to her, he also was proud for her … 

“she is truly a woman of honor” he thought. The Judge was irate, in fact almost 

irrational. He said “Ms. Michelle Santelli, please approach the bench.” Michelle 

handed Cassandra to Tyler and walked up in front of the Judge. The Judge said 

“Ms. Santelli, I believe that you have been here every day of this trial. You have 

seen what has happened to witnesses who refuse to answer questions?” Michelle 
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said yes your honor. He replied “well, let me tell you this … you are ordered to 

appear before this Court tomorrow to answer questions. If the guardians  of an 

underage child are incarcerated … that child becomes a ward of the Court. Think 

'very' carefully about how you will behave tomorrow. I will get answers to my 

questions … even if that means throwing the defendant's entire family in jail ... 

but I will get those answers.” Michelle said “I understand, your honor.” The judge 

then dismissed her and the jury and ordered the Court recessed for the day. The 

Court Officer said “all rise” and the Judge walked out.

As John walked out of the Courtroom with Michelle and Tyler, tears fell from his 

eyes. “It's a nightmare” he said. Zoe and Madeline … and now he goes after you 

Michelle. What can we do?” Michelle said “I will talk to Abigal … since I do not 

have direct knowledge of you and Madeline I can honestly say that nothing 

happened. All is not lost John … do not worry yourself over me.” “Michelle is right” 

thought John … “we have to think about this.” Abigal walked up to John and 

Michelle and said “I will go see Madeleine now … do any of you have anything to 

say for her?” “Yes” said Michelle “tell her that we all love her and will see her as 

soon as we are allowed.” John could not have said it better, he thanked Michelle. 

Abigal then told Michelle “I will be over tonight … we have much to talk about 

before tomorrow.” “Thank you” said Michelle. Then the all left the Courthouse.

As they were getting into the car, John said “I will feel lonely … there is no one in 

the front seat … Zoe and Madeline liked to sit up here with me ….” He then began 
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driving back to the estate. No one talked the entire way, other than Cassandra 

who babbled a little and Michelle played with her to keep her company. 

After John parked the car, he took Cassandra from Michelle and they all walked 

into the house. Michelle said “I will start dinner, John” and John said “no Michelle, 

I will take care of that” as he placed Cassandra into the play area in the den. “You 

and Tyler stay here with Cassandra and relax. Abigal will be coming over soon” he 

said. John went into the kitchen, he first thought of Zoe and then of Madeline. He 

was more worried about Madeline … “can she remain calm in the face of the 

cruelties which incarceration throws at someone” he thought. As he worked, he 

could not stop the tears which slowly emerged from his eyes. John was not one to 

cry … but the Judge's treatment of Madeline was the final travesty which he could 

not bear. Finally he was finished and started bringing the dinner into the dining 

room. Michelle could bear it no longer … she walked into the kitchen to help John. 

He did not argue with her, Michelle could see tears in his eyes and that John's 

mind was somewhere else. He did say “thank you Michelle” as she set the table. 

Michelle called to Tyler and he carried Cassandra into the den and placed her in 

the play area next to the table. They all sat down around the table and John said 

the blessing. He asked God to remember Zoe and Madeline and to help them both 

in their time of need. It was a somber dinner, with 'very' little talk. John said 

“Michelle, you will be next … his goal is to put all of us in jail … he will even go 

after you, Tyler … if he perceives it as a way to get back at me. Michelle said 
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“John we can only do the best we can … it really is out of our hands.” “I know” 

said John “that is what makes it so hard to take. Not having control of the 

situation as I usually have.” John got up and said “I will start getting the tea 

ready … Abigal will be over soon.” Michelle and Tyler then got up and started 

clearing the table. Everything was brought to the kitchen and they then set the 

table for tea. No sooner did John bring out the tea … then a call came in that 

Abigal was here. “Send her up” said John to the guard … and within minutes 

Abigal was walking up to the door. John opened the door, just as she was arriving 

and said “welcome Abigal, thank you for coming.” He took her coat and showed 

her into the dining room. “we are having tea and biscuits, Abigal, please sit down. 

“Thank you, I will have some tea” Abigal said.

John asked “how are Zoe and Madeline doing, Abigal?” She said “I did not see 

Zoe, she would not come to see me … I did get to see Madeline … John, she 

thinks 'very' highly of you … if I had to guess, I would think that she will handle 

incarceration much better than Zoe.” “how can that be … she was so terribly hurt 

by her parents?” John said. Abigal replied “apparently she has overcome 

whatever fears she may have had … she views her incarceration as a test of her 

faith … the will of God, so to speak. I was surprised when I talked to her … she 

believes that she is doing this for you John … apparently she loves you 'very' 

much.” and “I am working on the appeal for her … I think we will have a good 

case, towards getting her released … the Judge had no right to do what he did 
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with her. More-so than with Zoe.” John said “I am greatly relieved, I was so 

worried for her … however, I am distressed over Zoe … she appears to be 

behaving irrationally.” Abigal said “Yes John and it is not uncommon for people in 

her position to lash out at the people whom they love. Neither of them are in a 

good position, Zoe is just taking it 'much' harder.”

John said “well Abigal … what about Michelle?. Abigal said “the Judge will 

probably try to manipulate his questioning to do the same to Michelle, Apparently 

he really dislikes you John. I think that his real goal is to take Cassandra as a 

ward of the state after he puts you all in jail.” Michelle said “what can we do 

Abigal?” Abigal said “give custody of Cassandra to a close friend whom he cannot 

touch. Do you know anyone?” John said “Zeke and Coralline Wallace, I am sure 

they would help. I will call them right now.” John left the room and called Zeke, 

then came back in and said “he is willing to help, he is coming with Coralline right 

now … we can talk to them.” Abigal said “that is great John … I anticipated this 

and brought the papers … we can sign them tonight.” Michelle said “the Judge will 

be so angry” as she smiled. Then Abigal asked “Michelle what will you say if the 

Judge asks you about John and Madeline?” “I will say that I never saw anything … 

and that would be the truth … they were as father and daughter, that is all. I did 

not stay in John's room, so I cannot testify to anything concerning intimacies 

between them. While I am sure that there were no indiscretions on either of their 

parts, I cannot say” Michelle said. Abigal asked “what will you say if they ask you 
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about Cassandra … how Zoe became pregnant?” “I will not answer that question” 

said Michelle “since I will not lie about what happened … I am bound by a promise 

not to reveal the information.” “he can put you in Jail Michelle ...” said Abigal “I 

know” said Michelle, but I will not answer such a question.”

After about twenty minutes, Zeke and Coralline arrived … John had them sent up 

to the house. As they entered, John and Michelle greeted them asking how 

everything was with their family. Zeke said “fine' and how can we help you. Abigal 

explained the situation to Zeke and Coralline and then showed them the paper 

which they would sign after Michelle and Tyler had done so. As Michelle and Tyler 

signed the documents giving up custody of Cassandra, Michelle began to cry. 

Then Zeke and Coralline signed the documents and it was over. Of course, 

Cassandra would stay with Michelle and John until something happened requiring 

them to take action. John asked Zeke and Caroline to have some tea. As he 

served them, John asked about their business. Abigal then said that she had to be 

going and John showed her to her car. As they walked out Abigal said “John, 

Madeline said for me to tell you that she sends you her love … I did not want to 

say anything in front of Michelle that would worry her … but, do you know how 

this looks?” John said “Abigal, I know, but she has been through a lot … showing 

love for someone is new to her and it may seem strange to others … but the 

situation is not what it seems to be. Madeline knows that I am happily married 

and would never do anything to dishonor that.” Abigal said “I am just warning you 
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to be careful, most people would consider the relationship between you and 

Madeline to be unnatural.” John said “thank you Abigal … I will think about what 

you have said.” Abigal then got into her car and waved as she was driving away. 

As John walked back into the house, he thought of Madeline and wondered “what 

she was thinking at this moment.” 

As John sat down at the table, Zeke asked “John, how are things going with the 

trial?” John explained the situation briefly and said “it does not look good. The 

girls have told some vicious lies and I am afraid that the jury has believed them. 

Even though Madeline recanted her testimony, it did not help my case. All that it 

did was infuriate the Judge and he ended up casting Zoe and Madeline in jail for 

not answering his questions. They both have taken terrible chances to support me 

and I will never forget what they have done.” Zeke said “I do not know Madeline, 

but when Zoe stayed with us, I was highly impressed by her behavior in a difficult 

situation. I pray that my daughter can be as strong as Zoe” Coralline said “yes, 

we talk about Zoe often. She has become a role model for our children and I hope 

that she gets released soon. I long for another family gathering … just as we used 

to have.” Michelle said “thank you for the kind words about Zoe, we all hope that 

she is returned to us soon.” They talked for some time. As it approached ten in 

the evening, Zeke and his wife said that they would be going “good luck 

tomorrow in Court Michelle and just call us if we are needed” he said. John 

walked with them out to their car, he embraced both of them and wished them 
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well. Then they entered their car and left. John hurried back into the house and 

helped Michelle and Tyler clean up. They all agreed that it was late and Michelle 

and Tyler headed for their room. As she was leaving, Michelle asked John “would 

you like me to take Cassandra, John?” “No” John said “thank you but I would like 

to be with her tonight.” As he carried Cassandra to his room, he thought about 

Zoe and Madeline … and how “he cared for both of them.” He placed Cassandra 

on the bed, changed her diaper and washed her. Then he placed her in the crib 

next to his bed. Then, as he sat down on his bed, he gazed at the chair where 

Madeline would sit. He began to realize how much that he missed her … but 

pushed those thoughts aside, when a vision of Zoe entered his mind. “Zoe my 

dear … I love you so much ...please help yourself ...help us … for your daughter's 

sake” John thought. As he washed up, he thought about his wife “what was she 

thinking? … how does she feel?” As he lay down upon his bed, his thoughts 

alternated between Zoe and Madeline. It would be difficult sleeping tonight for 

John.

Back at the prison, Madeline was experiencing her first night incarcerated. She 

was angry at the Judge for what he had done … because it hurt John … but she 

was happy that John was still free. She thought to herself “Zoe you are a fool … I 

only wish that a man loved me as much as John loves you. He is such a fine 

person … if only you would understand that ….” While the guards and prisoners 

had not treated her badly; she always heard stories about what it was like to be 
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in prison and was fearful that something might still happen to her. Madeline was 

happy though, that she had a family … all of whom cared about her. She thought 

“my mother and father are not here for me … why? But John will be here 

tomorrow and I know that he is thinking about me. I love him so much … God 

help me.” Madeline was happy, even in prison … she could find joy and happiness 

in her thoughts … truly, “this was a gift from God.” Now she could sleep and as 

she dozed off, she thought “To give up all that one holds dear for love and honor 

… I learned that from him.”

Zoe was in a cell, not that far from Madeline, but she was in a different state of 

mind. She was thinking about John, but evil thoughts kept entering her mind and 

they were gnawing at her heart. She thought “John why were you with Madeline? 

… Why is she holding Cassandra? … did she sleep with you?” Over and over, she 

kept having these thoughts. She could not sleep, her hair was disheveled, she 

cried out for no reason and her eyes were red from crying. These evil thoughts 

had gripped her mind and now she was suffering. Zoe thought “oh how I love him 

… but does he love me?” She should have known the answer.
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