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Book 66:

“Zoe said “My husband and Lisa are gone; and now you come and stick a knife into
my heart. You only leave me a choice between Duty, Honor, and Love; as much as it
hurts me to choose...we will go to Algeria.”

Gerard Arthus
04 March 2018

John often was asked to participate on operations in

Northwestern Africa, as he had probably the best contacts in the area

of anyone in the field; his team also had the best Arabic experience in

this area and its members were also fluent in several of the local

Berber dialects. The irony of what happened next and how Zoe and the

others responded, would forever change both them and the Major.

Now that she was in charge of the Phoenix Team, Zoe would have to

make a choice between her duty towards the Team and its mission;

and her feelings towards those whom she had loved. Duty, Honor, and

Love in conflict...The decision was clear in her mind; but the personal

pain would be almost unbearable.

As they boarded the transport plane and left the carrier; Zoe and

the others were silent.Sergei broke the quiet and said “Zoe, John

always told us that it would be up to us to decide, who would lead in

his place...We have chosen you...Please, he would have wanted this.”

Zoe had one tear on her cheek and then said “I really am not

experienced enough...but I will do it temporarily; I think that he may
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be alive somewhere. He and Lisa were too good to get caught in such

a trap. I will have no more talk of them being gone, until I see their

remains. We will speak with the Colonel when we get back and make

preparations to return...We must know what really happened.

They landed at a small airfield in Connecticut and then boarded

an Apache helicopter for the short flight to the Phoenix Compound.

There was ‘very’ little talk during the flight home; as they approached

the compound, Sergei said to Zoe“Will you speak with Abigail and the

others, or would you like me to speak to them?” Zoe said “No,

please...I must; it will be difficult enough as it is for them...I do not

know if Cassandra will even understand.” When they landed, Zoe was

the first to jump from the helicopter and as they walked from the

landing pad, Abigail was smiling and walked up to meet them; she said

“John...where is John?” Zoe said “I am so sorry Abigail...John and

Lisa...They are gone; I will explain what happened later, but I must

call Colonel MacGregor immediately.” Abigail had tears in her eyes and

said “He called about two hours earlier and said for you to contact him

as soon as you arrived.” Abigail put her hand to her mouth and said

“We planned a small party for your return; let me enter first and

explain; they all will be ‘so’ upset.” She walked quickly back towards

the house and opened the front door saying “Please, something

terrible has happened...John and Lisa...”, the tears were now rolling
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down Abigail’s face; as she said “They are gone...both of them; I do

not yet know what happened, but Zoe will explain after she has

spoken with the Colonel.”

Just then Zoe entered with Sergei; Nikolna rushed to him as she

was holding Natalia, saying “Thank G-d that you have returned safely.”

The two embraced and Zoe said “I sent the others home to their

families...I do not know what to say, but I must talk with Colonel

MacGregor; Abigail, did he explain what this call was about?” Abigail

wiped her eyes and said “Yes, I will explain when we are in the office.”

Zoe picked up Cassandra and kissed her tenderly, saying “Your dad is

gone, I am so sorry.” She handed Cassandra to Madeline saying

“Please take care of her, I must go.” Madeline was without words; she

just took Cassandra and stepped back as Abigail and Zoe left the room.

Zoe said “Sergei...Please explain what happened to the others...I

cannot bear to speak of it.” As they walked to the office Zoe said

“Abigail, they died and our own people were responsible; and

Lisa...she saved my life by going in my place...she had Sergei restrain

me and told me to go and be with Cassandra, then she was gone...The

both of them. How this pains me so; she was so afraid, yet she went

to be with John..in my place. This will pain me for the rest of my life.”
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Abigail said “Why did this happen Zoe?” Zoe said “A Major who

knew john did this; he set the entire operation up to get back at

John...John and Lisa are gone and it all was for nothing.”

Abigail said “Zoe...What will happen to Phoenix without John?”

Zoe said “I will keep it going...We will keep it going...We can never let

it die. It is all that is left of John...his dream. Abigail...I will have to

depend upon you intimately now; you will have to learn much in a

‘very’ short period of time. If you are afraid, I will understand...But

there is no one else.” Abigail said “You would ask me, knowing that I

carry John’s child?” Zoe smiled and said “Because you are carrying

John’s child; I know that you love him and that I can trust you.”

Abigail said “Just tell me when...I am ready.” Zoe said “Right now

tonight, help me understand what to do...I am afraid that I have so

much anger that it may effect my work and my decisions.” Abigail

grasped Zoe’s hand and said “Zoe, when people do bad, it always

comes back to hurt them or their families; do not be like them,

channel you anger and instead, use that energy to build an ever-better

Phoenix...in memory of John and Lisa.” Zoe smiled and said “Thank

you Abigail...You are a good friend.”

The speakers crackled and Colonel Jack MacGregor appeared on

the large screen, saying “I welcome both of you...Abigail and Zoe..You

have me deepest sympathy for you and our loss.” Zoe said “Colonel, I
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must know why...Why this happened?” The Colonel said “I will brief

you completely, but first I have a request of you and the others. A

catastrophe has occurred just over the border from where you and the

others were in Morocco. An operation in Western Algeria, which was

attempting to rescue three hostages has resulted in an Apache

helicopter being shot down and eleven men dead, with three captured.

Your group alone has contacts in that area, so we would like to request

that you put together a team of eight ‘men’ in order to help extract the

Special Forces operatives and the hostages.

Zoe said “Normally, we would have no problem with participating

in such an operation; but, we had planned on going back into Morocco

in order to determine the status of John and Lisa.” Also...Said Zoe “We

request your cooperation in that operation.” Colonel MacGregor said

“Zoe, you will have our full support for a return to Morocco; but please

listen to the current situation and we will leave the decision up to

you…Morocco or Algeria; we will not try to force you into anything.

Just think for a moment…what John would do.” Zoe said “Jack…That is

not fair…You already know the answer to such a question.” “Then,

what is the problem Zoe?” he said. Zoe said “What if John and Lisa are

alive and we lose them because of our failure to return?” Abigail

grasped Zoe’s arm and said “But Zoe, if they are really gone, you

surely would condemn those others to the same fate.” Zoe put her
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head down and banged the table with her hand saying “It is so

unfair…what was done to them and now we are asked once more to

abandon them.” Zoe shook her head slowly and said “When is the

pickup…I will have our group ready whenever you say.” Colonel

MacGregor said “Thank you Zoe, but we must speak of another

matter…It is only fair that I completely explain the situation that you

and your group will be heading in to. What I am about to tell you…I

was against telling you…But Major Trembleton ordered me to give you

the complete story behind this mission. You should know, that before

you make a final decision…That his son is among the three Seal

Members who have been captured. Before you get angry

Zoe…Please…You must know that he wanted me to tell you, so that

you would not misunderstand why you were asked to participate in

this operation.”

Zoe picked up her head and scowled into the screen. Colonel

MacGregor said “Zoe, please think before you speak…you do not want

to have any regrets concerning what you may say…later.”Zoe said

“Jack…Please…it is not what you think. I have done some foolish things

in my life…hurt people whom I have loved…But I would never, ever,

think about refusing a mission because Major Trembleton’s son was

one of the prisoners. What happened with John and Lisa is between us

and the Major…Not his son nor his son’s family…does he even have a
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family?” Jack said “Yes, a wife and three children.” Zoe said “Would

you have me allow him to be taken from his children because of my

personal dispute with his father? Jack…I could not live with myself if I

ever did that; I could never speak of ‘Duty and Honor’ and behave in

such a way; that would make me worse than a Hypocrite.”

Jack said “Would you still feel that way if I told you that the

operation in Morocco was meant to be a diversion in order to make the

Algerian operation less difficult? I tried to warn you that you were

being sent on a one-way mission; but your people actually brought

back the prisoners…even when our own CIA and Seal Administrators

said that your mission could not possibly succeed.”

Zoe shook her head and said “How could they do that without

telling us…you know that we would have gone anyway if it all was

explained to us?” She could not control her tears any longer…they

were rolling down her cheeks as she said “We trusted you people and

you sold us out.” Jack said “We do not blame you if you will not

go...Major Trembleton is here and I think that he is crying...that is a

first also.” Just then, the Major sat down at the table, it was obvious

that he had been crying. He said “Young lady, I have been a fool and

even worse. You have shown me something today which I will carry

with me for the rest of my life. I know that I cannot undo nor can I

ever make up for what I have done to John and Lisa. I only hope that
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some day, you can find it in your heart to forgive me...I surely do not

deserve it. I sat by and watched a man be dishonorably discharged

from the Special forces nearly fifteen years ago, have his medal of

Honor, Silver Star, and Purple Hearts, stripped from him and all the

while I really knew the truth. He refused to do something, because as

he put it “I would be a hypocrite or worse if I killed that man.” I

blamed him for my misfortunes and lived with this lie for the better

part of my life; no matter what happens...At least that, I can correct in

part.”

Zoe said “Why are you telling me this, most people would just

get even more angry at you?” The major said “Because I now

understand you to be an honorable person, something which I in my

mind, denied John for so long. Take time if you have to...Make your

decision. I will support which ever way that you choose...Morocco or

Algeria first. Whatever you choose...I thank you.”

Zoe said “My husband and Lisa are gone; and now you come and

stick a knife into my heart. You only leave me a choice between Duty,

Honor, and Love; as much as it hurts me to choose...we will go to

Algeria. I am sick to my stomach over this, but we will do what you

ask...It would be the way John would want it. Jack, I think that it is

best that we work directly with the Major and his men as they best

know the current situation on the ground at this time.To us, this will
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just be another operation; let us talk no more of John and Lisa, that

would only effect what we must be doing; and for the sake of your son

and the others, I cannot have any distractions...And thinking about

John and Lisa would only hurt our performance.”

Major Trembleton said “I do not know what to say...Or how to

thank you, Zoe.” She said “Say nothing please, it will only increase the

hurt.” Now there were tears in her eyes again; she said “I said that no

one would ever see me cry and I was wrong...Major, you and your

men please, just do your job and we will do ours...Regardless of our

feelings, we will do this, I give you my word.”

Zoe felt bad about calling Lisa’s parents and not having visited

them personally, but there was no time...Lisa’s mother answered the

phone and said “Oh Zoe...It is great hearing from you, how is our Lisa

doing?” Zoe said “I...Lisa...I do not know how to tell you this.” Lisa’s

mother said “What has happened? Has something happened to Lisa?”

Zoe said “Please come right now and I will explain everything...But

please hurry as I do not have much time.” Immediately after her call

to Lisa’s parents ended, another call came through from Major

Trembleton; Zoe answered and he said “Please be ready for the pickup

at 0600 hours...Detailed information will be provided at that time.”

Zoe said “I will get some rest now, we will be available at 0600 hours.”
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The Major thought “How could I be so wrong?...These are good

people...great people...and I have hurt them so.” He said to Colonel

MacGregor “Colonel, whatever I can do for them, please do not

hesitate to tell me. If John is really gone...I would like to at least bring

back his reputation.” The Colonel said “I am sure that neither John nor

Zoe really cared about their reputation; people who are honorable

have a reputation because they care more about duty and doing what

is honorable and less about caring what others may think about them.

Like John...give Zoe a job to do and she will do her best...you can

count on that, they are not in to ceremony, awards, or parties...or the

giving of recognition. They all live ‘very’ simple lives at Phoenix; and

not one of them would have it any other way.”

Lisa’s parents arrived in a little over twenty minutes. Abigail

greeted them at he door and invited them into the house. Lisa’s

mother had tears in her eyes and as soon as they were seated she

asked “What has happened…why have you not told me about our

daughter.” Abigail aid Zoe and the others are leaving early on a

mission…I do not know how to say this so I will just tell you…it looks

like both John and Lisa are gone…it was terrible and she can explain it

better when they get back, please come with me to the conference

room; the best way would be for you to see their last moments

together.
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As they were walking towards the conference room, Lisa’s father

said “Did she suffer?” Abigail said Mr. Chang…Lisa was so brave…this

happened while she was doing what she loved, please you must

understand…it is what she wanted.” As they entered the room and

Abigail turned on the lights, they saw Zoe with her face in her hands.

She looked up and said, “I am sorry, it was so difficult for me to speak

to you both; please watch the videos…you should be proud of her and

happy for her. Zoe turned on the video beginning with the scene at

and in the Apache helicopter. Zoe sobbed and shook her head as Lisa’s

image appeared telling Sergei what he had to do. As Sergei held Zoe

and Lisa said goodbye to her and asked that they give a message to

her parents, Lisa’s mother screamed “noooo!”

Lisa’s conversation with John, the insurgent attack, and what

appeared to be their final moments before the recording ended were

so heart-wrenching. After the recording ended, Zoe said “Lisa has

been recommended for a Medal of Honor…it is Our nation’s highest

honor…this has been a terrible blow to all of us, but please for her

sake…Lisa was doing what she loved and thought was the most

Honorable;e thing to do. We prefer to remember both of them in that

way; I do not know what else to say. The military authorities have

claimed that they both died in the carpet bombing which took place

when that video ended. With that type of firepower they probably did
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not even know what hit them. Mr. Chang, Lisa knew that this would

probably be a one-way mission…she knew from the beginning…she

told me that you father would understand and that I should tell you

that.

Lisa’s father said “She was always a headstrong child and she

worshiped her grandfather; I am sure that he would have been happy

for her. Abigail told us that you were leaving early; we should leave as

you have to get ready and we are disturbing you.” Zoe said, I will

always have time for you and your family. We will go to Morocco after

the mission in Algeria to find out what really happened to them…if G-d

wills it, perhaps the are not gone…we must know one way or the

other.. Thank you for being so brave about this…I cannot let my grief

get the best of me right now…others or depending on us and I must

focus on the operation. Goodbye and if G-d wills it I will see you

again.” Lisa’s father stood up and bowed saying “I wish you the best

and you all will be in our prayers…Thank you for letting us see our

daughter’s last moments; I feel better after seeing what really

happened…Thank you.”

Zoe put her hands over her eyes and shook her head, saying I

thank you both for your kind words; I only pray that I can have the

strength that Lisa had during those last moments. Mr. Chang put his

hand on her shoulder and said “I am sure that you will find the
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strength, our daughter looked up to you greatly and we will never

forget that…Thank you.” Lisa’s parents left in silence and then Zoe was

alone.

Major Trembleton said “What can I do that they would

appreciate? It seems that I have run out of options.” The Colonel said

“You have already given Zoe more than you could possibly think…You

have been truthful and have given her respect. She really would want

nothing more than that. Sergei, Nikolina, Abigail, and Madeline; to a

great extent, all of them have similar characters. I have been working

with John and the others for over ten years and they have always been

the same in this regard. The always do their job better than anyone

would expect; all that they ever ask in return is for honesty and fair

dealing.” The major said “You have been lucky…I wish that even one

percent of my experience was the same. I think that I will enjoy

working with them…If Zoe can ever forgive me.” Colonel MacGregor

said “Major, she already has…She would have never agreed to work

with you if she had not forgiven you.” Major Trembleton said “But she

does not want to talk about it anymore?” The Colonel said “That is her

way of saying ‘We can work together’. She rarely has tears in her eyes

in public and she never would have done so if she were still angry with

you.”
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Back in the dining room, Zoe asked where Flora was. Abigail said

“She was not feeling well…Time of the month; we did not awaken her

because we thought that you would like to break the news to her

about Lisa. Zoe looked down and said “Let her sleep, I will speak with

her in the morning. Suddenly the phone rang, it was Colonel

MacGregor…He said “Zoe, please…can you meet with us in ten

minutes?…Something important has developed.” Zoe said “OK, but

who else would you want there?” Colonel MacGregor said “You, Abigail,

and the other doctor in your group; please…This is ‘very’ important.”

Zoe said “Do you really need a doctor?” The Colonel said “Yes, we

have an emergency situation…Also, the pickup will be at 0400 hours,

not at 0600 hours as we said previously…We will explain shortly.” Zoe

said “OK, Colonel, then she hung the phone up and said “Abigail,

please awaken Flora…Tell her that we have an emergency situation

and that she must meet us in the conference center immediately. Zoe

quickly left the dining room and walked towards the conference center.

Abigail left and when she arrived at the door to Flora’s room, she

stopped and gently knocked while calling Flora’s name. Flora answered

and opened the door, she was still dressed; but was disheveled and

appeared to have been sleeping.Abigail grasped her arm and said

“Flora, please come, you are needed…It is an emergency.” Abigail held

Flora’s arm as they walked towards the conference room. When they

entered, Flora saw Zoe and said “Zoe…Where are John and Lisa?” Zoe
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had tears in her eyes…she opened her mouth, but could not

speak.Flora ran up to her and shook her, but Zoe would not look at her;

Flora screamed “Where are they…Why do you not speak?” Abigail

grabbed Flora’s shoulder and spun her around saying “Flora…We are

so sorry…They are both gone…At least that is what we have been

told.” Flora said “John…Lisa…Gone; how could that be?” Abigail said “It

will be explained after this meeting; please, we are all upset…You must

pull yourself together; you are needed. That is what John would want.”

Flora became silent just as the speakers crackled and the screen

turned on.


