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ZOE; A Story of Honor, Betrayal and Redemption 

 

Book One: 
 

Birth: 
"We come into life with nothing and leave it in the same way." 

                                                                          Garthus 1971 
 

 

It all began with the birth of Zoe Santelli on a storm-swept evening, 15 

March 1964. Her mother Michelle was a high-strung sibling of a well-connected 

Chicago family, whose parents had moved early in her life to Brookville, Long 

Island, just outside of New York City. While Zoe had inherited some of her 

mother's hard-headed characteristics, both of them could not have been more 

different. The critical character trait that she had and which her mother Michelle 

lacked was a deeply held concept of honesty and honor related to everyday 

human interactions. She would have felt at home with the Knights Templar or the 

Early Christians, at a time when 'One's word" actually meant something. Unlike 

the Culture of moral corruption, which saw its roots in the late 1960s, Zoe would 

go out of her way to always be truthful, even at the risk of losing friends or 

making enemies. 

Zoe quickly became well known as someone a friend could rely upon once 

she had given them her word, even at great expense to herself. Characteristics 

such as these had not made her life easy, but Zoe would not have it any other 

way. She was a product of a single-parent family and was not happy when she 

became aware that her father was her Stepfather—This situation would lead to 

tragic consequences for both Zoe and her Stepfather John. While Michelle had 

refused to permit her husband to tell Zoe the truth concerning her birth, they 
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often argued over this. She would later blame her husband, even telling Zoe that 

he had refused to allow her to tell her daughter the truth. When she found out, 

Zoe was heartbroken because she had always looked up to her father as a role 

model for her behavior and, at that time, vowed to never forgive him for having 

'knowingly' deceived her. John had known Michelle from high school and was 

initially attracted to her independent spirit. She, however, had difficulty with long-

term relationships and bounced from one man to another, quickly becoming 

pregnant at an early age. Even though Michelle had no idea who the baby's father 

was;  she chose to bear the ridicule and taunting, which during those times was 

quite common; and carry the child to term. The effect on Zoe was tragic since she 

would never know who her birth father was. John had agreed to marry Michelle 

when Zoe was eight years of age to provide a real family for the child, and the 

early years were good ones for Zoe. With a father who would take her places and 

help her with problems as she grew in years, her life was a happy one for the first 

14 years of her life. This would change rapidly, however. It all began with the re-

appearance of an old boyfriend. Before John, Michelle had many men, but Tyler 

Bradstreet was the only man she had shown any genuine interest 'in.' He, 

however, had other plans and moved on as soon as his interest had waned. 

However, this second meeting was different for Tyler, perhaps he was attracted to 

Michelle, but more than likely, as time would show, the potential for untold wealth 

had piqued his interest. 

For John Santelli had at an early age amassed a substantial fortune, having 

established a thriving Global Security business; and, he was only 24 years of age 
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at that time. He had honed his skills as a member of the secretive 'Operation 

Phoenix' during the Vietnam War. He, like Zoe, had very similar characteristics 

and beliefs regarding honor and truthfulness. At the same time, John rose to the 

rank of Lieutenant Colonel during his time in Vietnam. He had the respect of 

anyone whom he came into contact with among the allies and the Vietcong. He 

was eventually dishonorably discharged for refusing to assassinate a man who 

was found to be innocent of all charges after another officer from his team killed 

the man. While John's values of truth, honor, and fairness closely paralleled the 

Marine Corps' ideal values of which he was a member. He often railed against the 

hypocrisy of the Morally corrupt system back home and in the Field, which not 

only was he forced to live in but was sworn to protect. He found it much more 

honorable to pick and choose whom he would work for when he started his Global 

Security and Investigative organization. He named it 'Phoenix Enterprises' an 

ironic play on words (in contrast with the secretive Phoenix Program). 

Michelle and Tyler carefully put together a plan to somehow push John aside 

and obtain control over his estate. Having him killed was out of the question since 

he had placed all of his assets in various trusts that could only be broken if 

criminal activity on the part of John was proven. The idea was to use 

(unbeknownst to her) Zoe in a scheme to set John up for criminal charges of the 

basest kind. 

Since Michelle could no longer have children due to medical complications 

during the birth of Zoe, she had always blamed Zoe for her bareness. Since Zoe 

would soon be 15 years of age and in excellent health,  Michelle pressured her 
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into using artificial insemination to bear a child that would serve as a brother or 

sister for Zoe. This, she explained to Zoe, would help complete their family. Zoe 

was happy to help her mother and about the prospect of having a brother or 

sister. 

As the plan progressed, the only decision to be made concerned who the 

donor would be, and since John was a member of the local Orthodox Church, 

Michelle was sure that he would disapprove of such an arrangement. Michelle and 

Tyler's plan involved drugging John one night with Rohypnol (the Date Rape 

Drug), which is equally effective on men as it is upon women. While John was 

under its influence, his semen was extracted and placed into Zoe with the help of 

a well-paid local physician. The result was a pregnancy detected within two to 

three weeks of the insemination. 

Zoe also had been drugged that night not to let her see what transpired. 

Hence, a virgin union was consummated with the basest of intentions. Zoe never 

really knew how she became pregnant, but she strongly suspected (with her 

mother's instigation) that her Stepfather John had performed the deed while she 

was drugged. Since her mother had not told her anything concerning the Doctor 

or the procedure, she assumed the worst and had one more reason to hate John 

for another perceived deception. 

After she became pregnant, Zoe mistreated her father. She often raised her 

voice and accused John of the vilest things. As she was under the influence of her 

mother, who used her persistence to manipulate the situation against John, Zoe 

would not see that there was very little truth to any of these allegations. 
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John, however, did not once raise his voice toward Zoe, nor would he ever 

maltreat her. At that time, he loved Zoe as his daughter. One night, he asked her, 

"why was she was misbehaving towards him?". Then John asked Zoe who the 

father was and she flew into a rage; she answered him: "how could you not 

know?" Zoe insisted to him "that it was John, who had performed the deed" and 

then told him that she "would never speak to him again." John pleaded with her, 

but to no avail. Zoe said many hurtful things, even implying that it was he who 

had drugged her with her favorite freshly squeezed lemonade, which she had 

given to herself and John that evening. She had taken it from the refrigerator, 

where he had placed it the night before. Both John and Zoe never knew until 

much later that Michelle had put the drug into the lemonade they had consumed. 

Zoe often had her friends over, which led to real trouble for John. He 

treated Zoe's friends as if they were his children, taking them places and treating 

them as their parents should. Michelle, however, manipulated the situation by 

constantly dropping hints to the young girl's parents concerning John's 

relationship with the children, indirectly implying that something of an untoward 

nature was taking place. The parents began asking questions of their children and 

indirectly putting thoughts into their minds simultaneously. John was 'very' naive 

concerning the children and failed to see what was happening until too late. 

Whenever John touched any of the children to help them, it was being seen as an 

untoward advance on his part. That is why when the charges first came forth; 

many were inclined to believe them. 
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It began with one of the parents accusing John of touching their child 

inappropriately. A substantial police investigation was initiated, with other 

children repeating what Michelle or their parents told them. It was evident that 

since John had significant wealth but not many politically connected friends (and 

a good number who did not like him), he was about to be set out as an example 

for child abusers. Lawyers and parents alike now saw the chance to become 

wealthy at his expense. They chose to arrest him at Zoe's 15th-year birthday 

party and in a most humiliating manner. Afterward, Zoe was so upset that she 

stayed in her room for two days, refusing food. 

On the third day, police officers knocked on Zoe's bedroom door. They led 

her out of her room against her wishes. Brought her into the living room and 

attempted to question her pregnancy. Her mother, Michelle, had strongly implied 

that John was the father, and now the officers were questioning Zoe and asking 

who the father of the child was. Zoe told them of the night when she lost 

consciousness, what had transpired the next day and how she had discovered 

that she was pregnant. Zoe did not implicate John, not knowing how she had 

become pregnant, and now she was beginning to suspect her mother's motives. 

The policeman tormented her with questions, which caused her to become more 

suspicious until she just covered her ears with her hands and told them to leave. 

She then refused to answer any more questions other than to deny that her 

Stepfather John had ever touched her or, worst of all, ever had sexual relations 

with her. Of course, the Police did not believe her, especially with the instigation 
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of Michelle, who was saying the vilest things concerning John. 

Of the children involved in the allegations, Zoe was the only one who did 

not claim that John molested her. The fact that she was pregnant and would not 

say who the father was made any potential testimony in the investigative officials' 

eyes not credible. Her assertion that there was nothing between John and herself 

even looked worse for him since Michelle claimed that John had threatened Zoe 

not to reveal the truth. The other five children included Katrina Clymer and her 

sister Katherine, Amy Goldberg, Melissa Struthers, and Madeline O'Malley. The 

parents of Katrina, Katherine, and Madeline were all Nassau County Police 

Officers, which greatly affected both the criminal investigation and the trial. 

John was taken first to the police station to be questioned; and then to the 

Nassau County Correctional Center in East Meadow, New York. Since three of the 

victims were children of Nassau County Police officers, John was not treated 

nicely. He was beaten so severely by a body builder-type officer that his right arm 

and several ribs were fractured. The police officers at the station were livid 

because John refused to admit guilt towards any allegations. As he realized that 

he was in deep trouble, John became very upset. He had never been in such a 

position during his entire life. But his worst fears were not concerning himself; 

instead, they were for the welfare of Zoe, whom John finally began to realize, had 

become a pawn in some awful game being played by her mother, Michelle. The 

abuse and debasement that Michelle hurled towards John were unfathomable, she 

and Tyler had set out to destroy him, and with the unknowing help of Zoe, they 

had succeeded. Since John would not admit guilt (for he was not guilty of any of 



8 Of 14 

the charges), there would have to be a trial. This situation further enraged the 

authorities because they thought John was purposefully putting these children 

through an unnecessary ordeal for some vile and debased purpose. 

Zoe was not faring much better with her mother at home. She raged at her 

mother and constantly asked Michelle why she was doing such things to the man 

who once loved her. And who had married her for the sake of Zoe's care? Her 

mother then exclaimed, "You got $50,000,000 out of this; you should be happy". 

Zoe countered that "she would give up her rights to all of that fortune to get the 

truth out concerning John." At the time, this would prove to be virtually 

impossible. 

*************************** 

The Grand Jury handed down an indictment on multiple counts quickly and 

without question. Zoe had refused to testify, even when subpoenaed by the Court 

and this only further enraged those in the District Attorney's office. Zoe, however, 

was present at the arraignment. She heard the charges and knew immediately 

that none of them were true. Zoe had never seen John behave towards anyone 

that way. She had always seen John behave like a gentleman towards her. She 

could not understand that her so-called friends would make such patently false 

allegations of the vilest type. The most hurtful point relating to the claims was 

that each of the other five children alleged that they were molested in the 

presence of Zoe. They and Michelle were claiming that Zoe was lying to protect 

John. And that was used as proof that John was engaged in similar behavior 

towards Zoe. And that he was the one who had gotten her pregnant. 



9 Of 14 

 

These actions were a brilliant strategy for Michelle and Tyler Bradstreet; since this 

made it very difficult for John to refute the allegations made by the five children 

concerning him, which they claimed had taken place in front of Zoe. Zoe was so 

angry at the other children and especially towards her mother, that she would not 

even look at Tyler or Michelle when she came home that day. After the 

arraignment, Zoe's mother was constantly harassing her concerning her 

relationship with John, even accusing Zoe of contributing to her marriage's 

breakup.  

This would be even too much for an older and more mature person to 

handle. But Zoe transitioned from a child to a woman in response to her mother's 

tirades. After a particularly violent argument with Tyler and her mother, Michelle 

called her a slut and other words so vile as not worth repeating. Zoe stoically 

accepted her fate and chose to move out of the house. A home where she had 

lived for fifteen years of her life. And which John had also placed her name on as 

an owner of the property. Since the house and property were worth more than 

$50,000,000, this was not something that Michelle would stand for. Zoe left 

everything she owned in her room and told her mother to do what she wanted 

with it; she would no longer take any help from her mother and even returned 

the clothes she was wearing when she had earned enough to buy her own. She 

took a job at a local Wendy's Restaurant to pay the rent for a one-room studio 

apartment in the home of a family whose father was employed by John at 

Phoenix Enterprises.  
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Zeke Wallace owned the house and lived there with his family. He built the 

apartment to help pay medical bills for a very ill daughter. Zeke offered the 

apartment to Zoe to live in at no cost. Zoe, however, would not stand for this and 

told Jake that she would pay $200.00 as monthly rent to start and more when her 

salary increased. Jake reluctantly accepted the money, with only the greatest 

respect for such a gesture on the part of a young lady of 15 years of age. Of 

course, Michelle was pleased about Zoe moving out since that gave her and Tyler 

nearly unlimited access to most of John's assets which conservatively were worth 

over $572,000,000. 

John was initially held without bail. Zoe attempted to use her share in the 

property as collateral, but the Courts prevented her. The appeal of the judge's 

decision, at great expense, was brought up to the Appellate Court in New York 

State and was not successful, with the District Attorneys office arguing that Zoe's 

posting of bail would amount to a conflict of interest since the Prosecutor argued 

that is was apparent that John was manipulating an impressionable child. Even 

though he had received a Medal of Honor and two Purple Hearts for his military 

service, his dishonorable discharge was used to discredit him at the bail hearing. 

After much pleading and pointing out that there was no record of any criminal 

activity on his part (not even a traffic ticket), John was eventually released on 

$5,000,000 bail, which was an unheard-of amount for a case of this type. One of 

the restrictions placed on John was that he would not be unsupervised within 500 

feet of any children under 15 years. 
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The $5,000,000 bail was posted by several of his clients. They had great 

faith in his innocence and were willing to help; since John's assets had all been 

seized by the Courts. John was required to wear a GPS on his ankle as a condition 

of the release. And the fireworks began as soon as he was released. Michelle 

would not let him back into his own home, having gone as far as to obtain a Court 

Order prohibiting him from entering the property. For all practical purposes, John 

was homeless upon being released from prison. While several friends offered him 

a place to stay, John refused to avail himself of their hospitality; he was all too 

sensitive to the abuse being hurled at anyone who was found helping him. He was 

not about to place any of his friends into that type of situation. 

What happened created such a scandal that it became front-page news for 

several weeks. When John was released from jail, Zoe and two friends met him. 

Zeke Wallace and Andrew Cordone picked Zoe up from her apartment and 

brought her to the correctional facility located in East Meadow. While John was 

happy to see them, he was worried about how this would look, especially as it 

concerned Zoe. She hugged John and restrained herself when she thought about 

kissing him. Instead, she quickly kissed him on the side of his face, much as a 

daughter would do to a father; and then released herself from his embrace. 

Zeke was also a veteran of the 'Phoenix Operation' and was a close friend of 

John's since the Vietnam War ended. He was very similar to John, and Zoe saw 

him as a close friend. Zeke's wife and children had great respect for John since he 

had often helped them. Andrew and his family were also good friends of John and 

Zoe and were very wealthy; he owned a garbage carting business and first met 
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John when he had asked him to provide security on some of his routes. John had 

quickly cleaned up the situation, and after that, they became excellent friends, 

especially since Andrew and John had very similar characters. Nearly all of John's 

close friends had identical characters and personalities, and they would often help 

each other as if they were one great extended family. They would even have 'the 

Family' gatherings at each house on alternating years. Andrew and Zeke vowed 

that there would be one gathering before the trial was over to show their support 

for John and Zoe. 

The Four friends went to Zoe's apartment to discuss tactics for John's 

defense at the upcoming trial. As they entered Zoe's flat, John could hear music 

from the 'Four Aces' playing quietly in the background; Zoe knew that this was his 

favorite music, and she wanted him to feel at home. John could not understand 

why Zoe was staying in an apartment; she suddenly began to cry uncontrollably 

as she tried to explain. Zoe then told of all that transpired between her, Michelle, 

and Tyler. She refused to address Michelle as her mother and vowed never again 

to address her so. John and his friends were distraught; not only had her mother 

thrown Zoe from their house onto the street, but Tyler Bradstreet had moved in 

with Michelle, and they were living together. 

John tried to console Zoe, telling her that "with the help of G-d, this will all 

be sorted out." Zoe, however, feared that there would be a difficult battle. John 

told her that "we must live our lives the best as we can with what we have been 

given, this is G-d's test"; however, in the back of his mind, he thought: "this will 

be the greatest battle of my life." His only thoughts were concerning Zoe and the 
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pain and suffering that the coming storm would bring. 

Since all of John's assets were seized, he was dependent upon the help of 

others--Zoe and his friends for the first time in his life. As John embraced Zoe to 

console her, she felt like none she ever had experienced. She was at the same 

time both happy and confused concerning these feelings. But she dare not show 

them, for they both were in enough trouble already, and for John's sake, she 

would try her best not to make the situation worse than it already was. 

Zoe asked John where he intended to stay, and he just shrugged his 

shoulders. Whoever he stayed with would be accused of having harbored a child 

molester, and John valued his friends too much to put any of them through that 

sort of thing. Zoe begged John to stay with her, but at first, John refused. 

Ordinarily, he would see nothing wrong with two family members staying in the 

same apartment, but this was different. He was afraid for Zoe that others would 

make accusations concerning her. As tears rolled down her face, she said she did 

not care what others may think and begged again for him to stay with her. But, 

John loved Zoe as his daughter and never imagined that others would turn this 

simple offer of help from her into a most perverted and debased incident in their 

minds. 

As John looked into Zoe's eyes, he noticed something he had never seen 

before; this young girl had become a woman despite all of the strife. His mind 

was made up instantly, and he quickly said yes. What neither of them knew or 

expected at the time was that this would be the beginning of a great relationship, 

which would propel them into a story of love like none had ever seen before. 
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Zoe once again was conscious of the music softly playing in the background; the 

song playing was one of John's most beloved, and as they embraced, she could 

hear  'Love is a Many-Splendored Thing.' As tears once more rolled down her 

face, she knew that even for a short time, even if the worst happened, this 

moment would truly be her "Many-Splendored Thing." Suddenly, Zoe was no 

longer sad, the battle had just begun, and she would always be at John's side. 

Then something magical happened; as she felt something move inside her 

belly, she knew that it would not be easy to bring a child into this insane world. 

And, probably, she would be left raising this child--John's Child, by herself, all 

alone. She dropped to her knees and prayed to G-d for guidance, do the right 

thing, be strong, and be a worthy parent for 'their' child. As John knelt and 

prayed beside her, they both realized that with G-d's help, their three lives, if only 

for a moment, would truly be 'A Many-Splendored Thing' …. 

 

 

 

 


