


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Allen P. Bristow (1929-2008) began his law enforcement career as a military 
policeman during the Korean War.  After the war, he joined the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department.  He left the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department to become a professor of Police Administration at the California State 
University, Los Angeles. Later, he was “promoted to professor in the reorganized 
Department of Criminal Justice at California State University at Los Angeles. In 
1983, he retired as a Professor Emeritus. During his tenure, he received the 
Outstanding Professor Award for 1967-68 and was elected to membership in the 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi. 

Allen P. Bristow received his graduate degree in 1957 from the school of Public 
Administration, University of Southern California, where he earned the John M. 
Pfiffner Research Award. He was the author of over a dozen textbooks, 70 journal 
or magazine articles, two western detective novels and the historical biography 
of Whispering Smith. 

In a post-retirement career, he served as a reserve military officer and was a 
training facilitator at Camp San Luis Obispo. He was placed on the retired list in 
1995 at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He lived for many years in Palos Verdes 
Estates, Calif. and Atascadero, Calif. before moving to Oregon.”  Allen P. 
Bristow died in October 2008. 

During his academic career, Allen P. Bristow authored a number of books about 
policing.  Following his retirement from education he has authored a number of 
fictional books about law enforcement in the “old west.”  Allen P. Bristow is the 
author of the academic works: The Search for an Effective Police Handgun, 
Effective Police Manpower Utilization; Patrol Administration; Police Disaster 
Operations; Rural Law Enforcement; Field Interrogation; An Introduction to 
Modern Police Firearms, A Handbook in Criminal Procedure and the 
Administration of Justice; You and the Law Enforcement Code of Ethics; 
Police Film Guide; and, Decision Making in Police Administration.  He was 
the editor of Police Supervision Readings.  He is the author of the fiction works 
The Pinkerton Eye and Playing God. And the author of the biographical look at 
a Western figure, Whispering Smith 

http://www.police‐writers.com/allen_bristow.html 
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badge for the 
__________ mill _____________________ _ 

' 

Assembled were seventy-five representatives of law enforcement 
groups throughout Southern Cal if ornia. The third degree was to 
be given Smith & Wesson's Model 57 revolver in the new .41 cali
ber ... It was about to be squared off against the Gun World 
chronograph, a derelict sex wagon and "felonious dobbin," a torso
sized mass of horseflesh and bone. 
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Let me suggest that if you are 

not completely familiar with the 
reasoning behind the .41 caliber, 
if you think it's just something else 
dreamed up by the manufacturer 
in order to sell a few more guns, 
you can think again! Nothing could 
be further from the truth. This, 
t he .41, was something that the 
manufacturer was prodded into 
making. Read Don't Die Trying by 
Allen P. Bristow in the December, 
1962, issue of GUN WORLD. 
Therein are the documented short
comings of the .38 Special as re
gards its use for law enforcement 
purposes. This reading won't, of 
course, put you at the beginning 
of the thinking period, but will 
give you a basic foundation as to 
just why so much thought has been 
devoted to a better weapon. In an
other episode, the article, Case for 
the .41 (See August 1963 GUN 
WORLD) was one of the earliest 
published which suggested the pos
sibility of making a .41 caliber. 
This story caused a flood of mail 
from law enforcement that proved, 
beyond a doubt, that most of the 
men in blue were not satisfied with 
the .38 Special: Here was an in
adequate cartridge that had been 
wished on them from what seemed 
like the beginning of time and they 
viewed this stor y with as much 
interest as a raise in pay or a cut 
in taxes! 

A scant nine months later we had 
a new .41 and the GUN WORLD 
T est Range was devoted to an ap
praisal that can be reviewed in the 
June, 1964, issue. Following this 
publication, letters of interest kept 
coming in and we received word 
from Smith & Wesson informing 
us that a Texas city had changed 
over (they would rather switch than 
fight!) to the .41. By this time 
several law enforcement agencies 

had asked for opinions on the wea
pon. but there was still a lot of 
doubt as to the true potential of 
the gun for law enfo1;cement work 
and nothing indicated that the peo
ple at the S&W works would have 
to shorten their coffee breaks! 

Our first range testing of the .41 
was necessarily limited because of 
a lack of ammunition. Then. des
pite a complete reload analysis per 
Dan Cotterman's report in the 
August 1964. GUN WORLD, there 
was a need for testing that would 
be conducted from a pure law en
forcement angle. 

The Los Angeles Police Depart
ment had just called to ask for all 
the information available on the 
.41. This was the final impetus nec
essary to get the desired tests 
underway, so we invited them to 
participate and figured to construct 
some shooting situations that would 
more realistically match those en
countered by police officers. 

As plans were made, Chief Addis 
of the Pasadena Police Department 
offered the facilities of the Pasa~ 
dena police combat range and fol
lowed through by sending a tele
typed invitation to surrounding law 
enforcement agencies to attend. 

A phone call was placed to Doug 
Hellstrom of' Smith & Wesson. We 
invited him to send a representative 
to assist in the demonstration and 
tests, but our t iming was not good 
and they were unable to release a 
factory man on such short notice. 
I also think that they felt that the 
merits of the gun would be repre
sentative enough! 

Checking with many officials of 
the Southern California Training 
Officers Association, it was found 
that most were interested in the 
capability of the cartridge to stop 
a man and to penetrate such objects 

as might be met in the course of 
law enforcement. Velocity also was 
a matter of concern. 

There is nothing in manufactur
ers' ballistics charts that can be 
used as a t rue measure of a bullet's 
ability to stop a man. Of course, 
there are always the columns that 
measure foot-pounds of energy, a 
calculation that may be revealing 
to the firearms expert. However, 
when it comes to decisions on car
tridges for official use by police, 
the administrators and supervisors 
with "say-so" are likely to regard 
ener gy figures as unimpressive. In 
short, most of us are not ballistics 
experts and have to rely on what we 
can actually see in order to form 
an opinion . 

What we really were interested 
in was what this cartridge would 
do to flesh and bone, instead of 
the usual array of baffle boards 
and soap blocks. A quick call to a 
local dog food cookery told us we 
could buy a man-sized chunk of 
horse t hat contained plenty of meat 
and bone. Velocity tests would not 
be too difficult, since GUN WORLD 
has an A vtron T-333 chronograph 
that can quickly be called in when 
the need comes up. 

The NRA technical staff already 
had published ballistics tests on 
these cartridges and had compared 
them to the .38 Special at distances 
up to one hundred yards. It is 
interesting to see that the muzzle 
velocity obtained by the GUN 
WORLD staff on the .41 is slightly 
higher than that obtained by the 
staff of the NRA, and that the 
findings on the .38 Special by GUN 
WORLD indicate much lower 
velocities. Since the NRA r eport 
is identical to the Winchester Am
munition Handbook, it is felt that 
the NRA used these figures and 
never attemoted to duplicate the 
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tests. Velocity tests by the NRA 
were as follows : 

.41 STANDARD VELOCITY 
210 Gr. Lead Bullet, 4-lnch Bbl. 
MUZZLE 50 YARDS 
940 FPS 890 FPS 

.41 MAGNUM LOAD 

100 YARDS 
845 FPS 

210 Gr. Jacketed Soft-Point, 4-lnch Bbl. 
MUZZLE 50 YARDS 100 YARDS 

1250 FPS 1145 FPS 10.70 FPS 

.38 SPECIAL 
158 Gr. Lead Bullet, 6-lnch Bbl. 
MUZZLE 50 YARDS 

855 FPS 820 FPS 

. 38 SPECIAL 
200 Gr. Lead Bullet, 6-lnch Bbl. 
MUZZLE 50 YARDS 

730 FPS 695 FPS 

100 YARDS 
(Not Taken) 

100 YARDS 
(Not Taken) 

Note: The NRA did not report 
a figure for fi fty yards; the 
figures shown nbove beinq taken 
from the Winchester book men
tioned. Also, please notice that the 
.38 t ests were fired with a six-inch 
barrel, while the earlier figures 
reported by GUN WORLD were 
based on firings from a f our-inch 
barrel. For a complete text of the 
NRA report, see the Jul11, 1964 
American Rifleman. Another in
terestin.Q report on the .41 caliber 
can be found in a three-part series 
by Jan Stevenson in the Novem ber 
and December, 1964 and January, 
1965 issues of Law and Order 
magazine. 

When police talk of penetration. 
they usually have two points in 
mind : ThP. firnt oNtls with whether 
or not a bullet will go through -

., . ·· ~ . 
Wt • '1'!'!""-;, ~ .. . 

/ 

even stop - an automobile. The 
second and most imuortant con
f'el'.'J1!'\ itself with whP.ther it is s::ife 
to shoot a suspect if there are in
nocent citizens that might be en
dangered by a bullet with too much 
penetrating ability. Officers who 
dwell on the first uoint seem to be 
looking .for a lightweight, small. 
r ecoilless handgun that will destroy 
a Sherman tank! 

Those concerned with the second 
point are on the right track and 
realize that the only energy that 
can be counted on to do the job of 
man stopping is that which is ex
pended within the body of the sus
pect; that excessive penetration can 
be dangerous to the general public . 
Since a smaller diameter , fast-mov
ing bullet can have lots of penetra
tion and relatively little shocking 
power .. . unless it strikes some-



The third degree team is seeking an
swers: 1. Duke Roberts prepares to poke 
-41 factory load through Avtron chrono
graph screens. 2. Screen space of 2V2 
feet was adequate to record handgun 
velocities. 3. Dan Cotterman concen· 
trates on milli-second reading of chron
ograph. 4. Ralph L. Lingscheit, armorer 
for Los Angeles Police Department rec· 
ords velocities. 5. Horsemeat awaits 
flesh-and-bone shot test. 6. Derelict car 
was shot from varying angles to deter· 
mine the effects. 

The .41 magnum standard velocity cut 
this hole through car door, was 
stopped by window crank. <Below) A 
200-gr .. 38 Special did not penetrate. 

.,; 

Duke Roberts probes quarter of horsemeat in effort to recover and inspect the 
bullets fired into it in tests. Below: Loaded rounds stand behind corresponding 
bullets recovered from horse section . From left: .41 Standard velocity; .38 with 
200-grain round nose bullet; .41 Magnum load. The latter is the bullet that 
struck and destroyed ioint in the photo above. 

Both of the guns shown are Model 57 
S & W revolvers in .41 caliber. Lower 
handgun with a four -inch barrel is the 
one on which tests concentrated. 

, 
k ; ~~ 
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thing solid enough to completely 
stop its forward motion, most 
police departments have ruled out 
the .357 magnum as a good re
placement weapon for police use. 

We decided to conduct our pene
tration tests on an automobile and 
on horse flesh to be able to better 
evaluate whether the ballistics of 
this cartridge were either too great 
or not great enough. The final 
area of testing that we would 
undertake was one that already had 
been tried by the GUN WORLD 
staff, but, to get a broader per
spective of the results of such a 
test, we wanted to let others con
duct it. This was to have as many 
as would try the weapon over parts 
of the combat course to be more 
certain that recoil was within rea
sonable limits. 

Time for testing arrived and so 
did about seventy-five officers from 
surrounding law enforcement agen
cies, both county and city. Also on 
hand to assist in recording data 
were GUN WORLD's Ray Rich and 
ARA executive director Dan Cotter
man. Since this test was for the 
benefit of law enforcement, we 
would conduct it with the latest 
Model 57, which is a four-inch M&P 
designed with the police officer in 
mind. 

Remember that the ammunition 
manufacturer, Remington, produces 
two different loads in this caliber. 
One is a copper-jacketed soft-point 
of high velocity and the other is 
all lead and of a much lower 
velocity. Both are 210 grains and 
both are listed as "magnum" loads. 
So as to properly identify the two 
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Left: S&W's Kelly Lookabaugh and 
Dan Cotterman check interior of auto 
after test shots through door, hitting 
meat. (Below) Windshield shots were 
taken at different angles. Smaller 
hole at top was .38, lower is .41. 

~=====-=~~-~~· ='' ;;;;; ~~ 

loads we will refer to the all-lead, 
lower velocity, cartridge as a "stan
dard velocity" load. 

We first compared the velocities 
of the two .41 loads to those of 
the two most commonly used .38 
Special loads : The .38 158-grain 
and 200-grain lead bullets. We will 
not claim that the velocity tests are 
true because they differ from the 
manufacturer's quotations by over 
one hundred feet per second in 
some cases. However, they are con
sistent for comparison purposes and 
are shown below: 

. 38 SPECIAL, 4-INCH · BBL 
158-grain Western - 726 fps 
200-grain Western - 653 fps 

.41 S & W, 4-INCH BBL 
210-grain Standard Rem.- 948 fps 
210-grain Magnum Rem.-1267 fps 

These figures are but a few of 
many that you will have to give con
sideration to when choosing a side_-

Seventy-Five 

Officers Had 

Their Chance 

To Test This 

Hotter Caliber 

Roberts levels 25 yard shot at chro
nograph now affixed with thin glass 
plates taped with metal foil. Lining 
up bullet with both tapes at this 
distance requires steady aim as shown 
by broken bracket in foreground. 

arm for any given purpose. Our 
tests indicate that the .41 standard 
velocity load has twenty-four per
cent more speed than the 158-grain. 
.38 Special load and thirty-one per
cent more than the 200-grain. 

Another feature to consider is 
mass and shape of the projectile . 
Where t he velocity difference is 
only twenty-four percent, t he mass 
difference is 52 grains and where 
the mass difference drous to ten 
grains, t he velocity difference is 
upped to thirty-one percent . As 
for bullet shape, it has long been 
known that the round nose design 
is one of the poorest to produce a 
shocking or "stopping" effect. On 
the other hand, the .41 caliber semi
wadcutter is a well known shock 
producer. 

Statistics of police shootings in- . 
dicate that eighty-five percent of 
all shootings take place at twenty
five yards or less. We did not test 
beyond that distance. At least we 
knew that the potential of more 
shocking power was available at 25 
yards in the .41 than with either of 
the .38 Special loads at "point 
blank" range! 

Our next step was to hang the 
quarter of horsemeat in a frame so 
its movements would be freely ob
served as the bullets st ruck it. 
Many shot s were fired and. it was 



Taped glass in brackets of Avtron's 
instrument scatters before the impact 
of a .41 caliber bullet. Taking photo 
on opposite side is Cotterman. 

found that where flesh alone was 
struck that both the .38 and .41 
would pass on through, thus ex
panding an unknown amount of 
energy after exit. It was noted 
that the .41 left a much lar ger 
hole which appeared to have con
siderably greater tissue damage. 
This, it is felt, was due to the bul
let design. Where bone was struck, 
it was another story . . . The .38 
would glance off and stay in the 
flesh while the .41 would penetrate 
the outer shell of the bone and 
imbed in the inner soft section of 
t he bone. Along with this, the bone 
would be shattered in a large area 
surrounding the wound. 

The .41 magnum loads showed 
both high penetration and gr eat 
shocking power when tested on the 
flesh and bone. It so completely 
shattered the large knuckle or knee 
joint that it is felt that no bone 
in the human structure would pre
vent the slug from passing com
pletely through the body with con
siderable force to expend on the 
exit side. These are extra high 
velocity cartridges and certainly 
have a place in police work, but it 
is mostly specialized. 

Test firing at the vehicle was 
accomplished by attempting to fire 
through the door with the window 
rolled down. The 200-grain .38 
Special failed to penetrate the door 

metal. The 158 grain .38 bullet 
penetrated the outer metal and 
stayed inside t he door. The same 
was true of the .210-grain. .41 
standard velocity load. The 210-
grain .41 magnum went through 
the door ·an·d into the door on the 
opposite side of the vehicle. 

All of the cartridges mentioned 
above were tested on the windshield 
and found capable of penetration, 
even at a forty-five-degree angle. 
Similar tests were made by firi ng 
through the side window at the 
"driver," in this case our piece of 
horse. Although the .41 standard 
velocity proved that it would enter 
the driver compartment with force 
enough to do serious iniury, it is 
not certain that it would incapac
itate a suspect to such a de!Tree 
that he could not return fire. The 
.41 magnum struck the meat with 
such force that particles of meat 
were splattered over the interior of 
the vehicle. 

Firing through the grille at t he 
engine only proves that you have 
a weapon capable of letting the 
water out of the radiator and you 
may possibly recover the vehicle 
some miles distant. I have heard 
many officers state that their .357 
magnum would stop an engine. This 
is true if they are lucky enough 
to sever the proper electrical lead 
... a feat that also can be accom
plished with a pellet gun. 

An important test of any gun will 
determine how difficult it is to 
master. Police officers are human 
and come in different sizes and 
possess varying degrees of ability 
and desire. To test the subject gun 

and caliber we allowed all of the 
officers that were present to fire 
it at the seven-yard hip position. 
This is the position most commonly 
used in police combat and one that, 
in rapid successive fire, demands 
that the shooter be able to recover 
fast to shooting position. 

It is true that most of the of
ficers present were interested in 
firearms and were good shots with
in their own rights, which may 
have made this particular series of 
tests a bit "loaded" in favor of the 
gun! None of the officers com
plained of excessive r ecoil and all 
were able to keep their shot s in 
the "kill zone." Since recoil is, of 
paramount importance in double
action shooting, it must be given 
consideration. I always have con
sidered the .38 Special a gun with 
very light recoil. The .41 is only 
one-and-one-half times g r e a t e r 
when the standard velocity cart
ridge is used. The .41 magnum, be
ing more powerful, is three-and
one half times greater and could be 
considered too heavy for anyone 
other than a shooter with a lot of 
experience. 

The inferior performance charac
teristics of the .38 Special have 
long been known. However, a new 
level of realism has been reached 
as a result of this side by side 
comparison. I feel, therefore. that 
we have benefited by a valuable 
experience and see every indication 
that t he .41 is by far the better 
police weapon. However, Dan 
Cotterman will present his views 
on what was done - or undone -
in our next issue. • 
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IS THERE AN IDEAl COMBAT 
Many law-enforcement agencies have antiquated ideas about their sidearms which have 

While all phases of the combat course stress 
accuracy under various positions, double
acfion, timed-fire is perha_ps most important. 

A side arm is so much a part of the 
uniform of American police that we 

sometimes forget that in many parts of 
the world the police do not ordinarily 
carry weapons. Whether or not a police
man needs a firearm in order to carry 
out his duties depends upon a lot of 
things, chiefly historical in nature though 
not always. The subject is debatable, 
but it is nonetheless the custom in this 
country for the law man to be armed. 
It is even customary for him to be 
armed with a very particular weapon -
a .38 Special double-action revolver of 
Colt or Smith & Wesson manufacture. 
It has been customary for so long now 
that one is justified in asking whether 
or not, in view of the vast and contin
uing changes in other sorts of equip
ment, from radios to head armor, there 
might be something pretty stagnant 
about it. 

There is little doubt that it is one of 
the functions of the police to resort to 
force upon certain occasions. In the 
main, such force stops short of homi
cide, but there are a specific number of 
special circumstances in which a police 
officer is expressly authorized to shoot. 
(These circumstances apply to private 
citizens equally, a point all should know 
but many do not.) I feel safe in stating 
that in a case where a policeman is 
forced to shoot, he ought to shoot effec-

32 

Two basic double-action, rapid-fire stances 
are shown. "Stand up" speed position, rear, 
and in foreground, the classic F.B. I. crouch. 

tively. But reasonable as that idea may 
sound, there are many who do not hold 
with it, for while the standard .. 38 of 
the police may constitute an adequate 
badge of office, it is not an adequate 
weapon. 

But jf we wish to evaluate adequacy, 
we must first reach agreement as to 
what is to be achieved. Normally, police 
resort to special weapons (tear gas, shot
guns, etc.) when they find themselves 
on the tactical offensive. The pistol is 
basically a defensive tool, and in police 
situations it serves two purposes. First, 
it is a symbol of authority, as were the 
fasces of republican Rome. It is worn to 
indicate that the wearer is prepared to 
use force - lethal force - if he must, to 
enforce the law . This purpose can be 
achieved by any pistol whatsoever, and 
it must be noted that this is the only 
purpose it is ever put to by most police 
officers. It could be made of plastic and 
still do its job. Secondly, however, the 
police pistol is expected to save the po
liceman's life, and the lives of others, if 
they are mortally threatened. To ac
complish this task, you may be very 
sure, just any pistol will not do. As a 
matter of fact, only a very few side
arms, none of which is in common po
lice use, may be expected to do it with
out fail. 

A pistol is a fairly tricky instrument 

Officer Eldon Carl demonstrates two-handed 
hold. S & W .44 Magnum is caught a t fop of 
recoil. Note Carl's eyes are still on target. 

to use, and the difficulty of its efficient 
use vastly complicates the problem. The 
most efficient weapon, in itself, is use
less if it requires a skill level beyond 
that which may be reasonably expected 
of its user. Thus an efficient police pistol 
must be controllable by the average po
liceman, if standardization is desired. 
Ducking the standardization question 
for the moment, it is still obvious that 
training programs can allot only a lim
ited amount of time to pistol work, and 
proficiency must be achievable reason
ably quick. (An alternative is to require 
prospective policemen to pass a pistol 
qualification test before they are hired, 
leaving the training problem entirely up 
to the individual. While this was cus
tomary in the Nineteenth Century, it 
might not do today.) 

We must face, then, the fact that the 
average ( there's that depressing word 
again) policeman has only a casual in
terest in weapons and has had only a 
"boot" course in their use. This further 
limits our scope. 

We now arrive at the conclusion that 
a police pistol must be a reliable life
saver and yet practical in fairly inept 
hands. A large order. To fill it we should 
attack the matter with an open mind, 
giving due weight to tradition and ac
cepted practice, while never allowing 
precedent to prevail for its own sake. 
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SIDEARM? 
cost lives of good men. Here's a critical analysis of the situation and what can be done. 

Crouch position serves to get gun into ac
tion in minim't1m time and reduces silhouette . 
It also permits user to pivot more quickly . 

Modern combat pistols are available 
in three action types and over a dozen 
calibers. It is a common error to con
sider action type and caliber as one 
question, which squares the problem. 
A systematic approach ought to exam
ine action and cartridge separately, al
though, for technical reasons, not all 
calibers are available in all three actions. 

Actions 

The oldest t ype of combat pistol in 
current use is the single-action revolver. 
It has a distinguished record, and, in the 
hands of a hobbyist who has made a 
study of it, it is a formidable weapon, 
but it is no longer in general police use. 
Anything it will do, a double-action 
revolver will do better, and the cl.a. is 
stronger and safer and much quicker to 
load. The single-action revolver may be 
slightly quicker on the first shot, though 
even if this might be proved it would 
be in terms of hundredths of a second 
which do not matter; and it is some- · 
what more compact than the d.a. for 
equivalent power. However, only in 
places where chiefs are very relaxed 
and policemen operate pretty much on 
their own is it seen in uniform today. 

The double-action revolver is stand
ard in current police work, and as now 
produced it is a very serviceable wea
pon. As a combat arm it's a kind of 
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Gun is in position before crouch is fully 
completed, and this officer can instantly 
swing to either side and maintain balance. 

compromise, but since it is definitely the 
safest type of sidearm in general use it 
is the obvious choice for issue to the 
ordinary man. Regardless of how strange 
it may appear to gun fanciers (such as 
the readers of this magazine), the ma
jority of peace officers are not much 
interes t ed in firearms , shooting or 
weaponcraft. In good police practice, 
resorting to the use of weapons is 
usually the admission of a serious mis
take. In theory, if a policeman does 
everything right , he will never have to 
draw a gun. I have been told by several 
full-duty lawmen that they regard the 
sidearm simply as part of the uniform, 
and that as far as they are concerned it 
could be pinned on, like a badge. 
Whether or not · this is a sound view, I 
mention it to show that, by and large, 
policemen are not gunmen, and that 
they cannot be expected to master the 
handgun except coincidentally. This is 
why the safety and simplicity of the 
double-action revolver make it desirable 
in police work. 

In backwoods Mexico today, where 
all who can afford it normally carry 
sidearms, the auto pistol is the "status" 
weapon. I am often asked wh y, when 
autos are used by the U. S. Armed 
Services and all Mexican military and 
police people, the U. S. police all use 
the revolver. The answer I give is al-

Half-crouch serves to bring e yes to gunsights 
quicker and, utilizing two-handed hold, get 
weapon on target with firm , steady stance. 

BY JEFF COOPER 
Technical Staff 
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For "off-duty" or plainclothes officer, this 
2-inch S&W .38 Military and Police has long 
been a favorite. It has fixed sights and is 
available in either round or square butt. 

This 5-inch .38 Military and Police S&W has 
fixed sights ond weighs about 2 lbs. M and 
P is available in variety of barrel lengths. 

The .38 S&W Combat Masterpiece has 4-inch 
barrel, adiustable rear sights and Baugh
man Quick Draw on ramp. It weighs 34 oz. 

The .38 caliber Colt Police Positive Special is avail
able in 4 or 5 inch barrel length. It has fixed sights 
and weighs about 23 oz. It has long been favorite 
" on-duty" sidearm. Model is only 8'!4 inches long . 
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Left to Right: Ted Provost, Eldon Carl, Jim Fields and George Cretton of the El Caion, 
California Police Force, demonstrate the " Weaver Stance," with two-handed hold; 
basic stand-up quick draw stance; F.B.I. crouch; and the "Cooper Speed Kneeling" 
positions. These weapons are all .44 Magnum S&W revolvers with 6 V2 inch barrels. 
'El Caion officers are permitted to use the .44 Special as their official duty cartridge. 

Many officers carry a .357 Magnum weapon though regulations only permit 
.38 Special cartridge to be used. This .357 Colt Python has found wide accep
tance as the official weapon for man y law officers. Weight helps reduce recoil. 

!: 

Colt .38 Official Po/ice weighs approximately 35 oz. It is available 
in 4, 5, or 6-inch barrel lengths and is made in square butt only. 
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From left to right, Officers of the El Cajon, California Police Force, Eldon Corl, George Cretfon, Jim Fields, Ted Provost and Billy Cox 
demonstrate variations on the widely-used F.B.I. crouch. These are .44 Special loads being used and note that Officer Carl's weapon is 
caught at the precise moment of recoil during the firing while all the rest have been returned to battery for the next sequence. 

Female deputies with the Los Angeles Sheriff's Department are re
quired to qualify on the shooting range each month and it is notable 
that the majority do so with a Colt or S&W in 2 inch barrel length! 

ways, "Mas seguro" - safer. Interest
ingly enough, this may also be inter
preted as "More certain," but that is not 
what I mean. Reliability of action is 
not an issue here, regardless of what 
you may hear. Good revolvers and good 
autos, correctly maintained, work prop
erly in 999 out of 1000 cases. Failures 
occur no more often in one type than in 
the other. For extremely rugged service 
(immersion, mud, sand, ice, air drop, 
etc.) beyond the reach of an armorer 
or gunsmith, the auto is a bit more re
liable since it is more easily stripped, 
cleaned and repaired, but while this 
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sort of thing is significant to the soldier 
or explorer, it does not matter to the 
police. 

The big thing about the cl.a. is its 
single condition of readiness . It's either 
unloaded or it's loaded, and that's that. 
If it's loaded, it's ready, with no prob
lems about safeties, magazines, or cham
bers. The facts that it's bulky for its 
power (hence usually underpowered), 
difficult to use well when self-cocked, 
uncomfortable to grasp without special 
stocks, slow to load (without special 
equipment) , prone to shaving, pulling 
bullets, and skipping, and quite tricky 

to repair, do not outweigh the safety 
factor. It can be loaded, holstered, and 
forgotten - and this is exactly what the 
policeman prefers to do with it. 

The semi-automatic, or self-loading 
pistol, has many advantages for the 
handgun specialist which the revolver 
cannot match - such as compactness, a 
single firing system, superior handling 
and pointing qualities, speed of sus
tained fire, and ease of cleaning and 
repair, among others - but to use an 
auto well you have to think about it 
(cocked? locked? magazine in? maga
zine full? chamber loaded? magazine 
spring tension? recoil spring tension?: 
and so on ) . This is too much to ask of 
a man to whom his pistol is only a 
necessary encumbrance rather than an 
esteemed companion. 

I can hear voices from the wings cry
ing, "But the auto is unreliable!," "The 
auto is slow on the first round!,'' "How 
come it's unsafe for cops if it's safe for 
G.I.'s?" and "The auto is inaccurate!" 
Such remarks are common with people 
who haven't gone far enough into the 
subject. 

Actually, the auto is vulnerable to 
variations in ammunition in a way that 
is not true of a revolver, so use the right 
ammunition. The auto, cocked and 
locked, is, if anything, faster than a cl.a. 
revolver on the first round, as well as 

continued on page 67 
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subsequently. It is also quite safe ~o 
carry this way if it is well m~de and m 
proper operating order, and m the cus
tody of a responsible p~rs~n. N_aturall>'.', 
it is not to be toyed with m this condi
tion - but then no weapon of any sort 
is a toy. As to military use, soldiers are 
normally under close supervision when 
armed which is not true of policemen, 
and rn'ilitary forces in combat situations 
simply cannot be too concerned. abo~t 
accidents, as long as they do not impair 
fighting ability as much as their elimina
tion would. And as for accuracy, those 
who believe that autos are less accurate 
than revolvers clearly haven't been 
around much. A quick look at any com
prehensive set of match scores will 
settle this. 

No, safety is the big reason for choos
ing a revolver for police work. Person
ally, I believe that any policeman who 
can demonstrate thorough mastery of 
the auto pistol should be allowed to 
carry one - after all, the police are not 
a parade ground drill team - but I real
ize that this is heresy in many circles. 
And I doonitely do not suggest that the 
ordinary lawman, who is not a pistol 
specialist, should carry anything but a 
cl.a . revolver. 

Power 
I feel much less tolerant on this sub

ject than on the previous one. While I 
am well aware of the perils of a bad 
press in a police action, I can't help 
feeling that it is immoral to send a man 
into mortal action with equipment that 
will not serve him adequately. 

A pistol may be fired by a policeman 
for two reasons, in general - to halt a 
fleeing felon and to save a life. In the 
first case power is not critical, for a 
penetrating hit in the torso will insure 
that, even if the subject keeps right on 
running at the time, he will not get 
clean away. However, in the second case 
reliable stopping power is absolutely 
vital. When a man is trying to kill you, 
your main interest in life is that he stop. 
One hit from your sidearm must be able 
to stop him, not two or three. The use 
by the police of under-powered weapons 
is thus extremely hazardous. 

If there are still those who hold that 
the .38 Special is an adequate man
stopper one must assume that they are 
either uninformed or that they have an 
ulterior motive. A .36 caliber, 158-grain, 
round-nosed bullet at some 850 fps is 
simply not enough. The fact that it does 
the job about half the time is as much 
of a recommendation as one could ad
vance for an airline that completed 
about half its flights safely. 

It should be noted that just loading a 
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.38 Special hot is no answer, for ii:i
pact area is a significant element m 
stopping power, as measured by the 
Hatcher scale. To illustrate, the follow
ing three special loads ~ere m~de 1;1P 
for police tests in El Ca1on, Cahforma. 
See how they compare in relative stop
ping power: 

LOAD A LOAD B LOAD C 
.38 Special E.C.X. .357 E.C.X. .45 Auto (combat) 

R.S.P. =Mass (in pounds) x Velo.city (in fe~t per 
second) x Impact Area (m square inches) 
x F (the shape and material of the bullet) 

One pound= 7000 grains Constant of gravity= 32.16 
weight in grains 

Mass (in pounds) 7000 + 32.16 

(factor of bullet shape & material), as observed 
and tabulated in the Thompson-la Garde tests: 

round nosed jacketed 900 
round nosed soft lead 1000 
semi-round lead 1050 
semi-flat lead 1100 
hollow point 11 OD 
square point or K 1250 

Caliber 
Weight 
Mass 
Velocity 
Momentum (mxv) 
Impact Area 
"F" 
R.S.P. 

LOAD A LOAD B LOAD C 
.357" .35711 .451511 

230 grains 230 grains 230 grains 
.00412726 .00412726 .00412726 
700f/s lDODf/ s lOOOf/s 
2.88908 4.1273 4.1273 . 
.102 sq. in • . 102 sq. in .. 159 sq. m. 
1250 1250 1250 
36.835 52.622 81.940* 

*G.I •• 45 "hardball" rates 60 

The repeated failure of the .38 Spe
cial led eventually to the innocent de
velopment of the .357 "Magnum." This 
of course is a hot .38 Special. It does 
do much better than the .38, but it is 
still not the answer. In reaching for 
power through velocity alone, it misses 
on several counts. First, that vaunted 
velocity is largely illusory. True, the 
original factory load, in an 896-inch 
barrel, was pretty hot. But we've been 
going downhill since. Very few 8%-inch 
.357's are in scvice - 6's and 3Ws being 
much more common, with correspond
ing decreased output. Plus this, the 
factories are loading down nowadays, 
until the "mighty .357" has become 
about the equivalent of the 9mm Para
bellum cartridge. Only recently I had 
occasion to run some impact tests using 
a hoard of prewar factory .357 against 
a lot of 1963 production ammo. Lo, how 
the mighty are fallen! 

Admitting that the .357 can still be 
had in a Buntline-type barrel, and that 
it can be handloaded therefore to the 
originally advertised 1500 fps, stopping 
power obtained by this route is still not 
what a policeman wants because it 
brings with it excessive penetration. A 
lawman is always faced with the risk of 
shooting through his target and killing 
some non-participant on the far side. 
For this reason the .357, even in attenu
ated form, is specifically forbidden by 
most police chiefs. 

At this point a rather scandalous no
tion intrudes. The man who lays down 
the specifications for the police pistol is 
not the man whose life is at stake. The 
motives of the chief of police and those 
of the patrolman are not, as regards to 

continued on page 68 
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sidearms, the same. A policeman killed 
in the line of duty does not reduce the 
efficiency of the law enforcement proc
ess. On the contrary, the resultant pub
licity may actually produce a sympa
thetic boost in the budget. (The criminal 
will not get away. Somebody else will 
get him - more surely now that he is a 
cop-killer.) On the other hand, a truly 
adequate sidearm in the hands of the 
policeman may well increase the num
ber of dead, rather than wounded, de
linquents. This can make for a bad 
press, and as every department head 
knows, good public relations are more 
important to the police than the avoid
ance of an occasional fatality. 

The motive of the individual police
man is still to survive, regardless of 
policy. That he is not permitted to carry 
a "survival weapon," in many cases, is 
a fact that must be attributed to this 
divergence in motivation. 

It is quite possible, of course, to 
achieve stopping power without a dan
gerous superfluity of penetration. This 
is done by firing a large-diameter, soft
lead bullet weighing half an ounce or 
more at a moderate (sub-sonic) veloc
ity. Such a load is readily controllable, 
rarely exits from a man with sufficient 
residual velocity to be dangerous, and 
practically always stops the fight with 
one sound hit. Such loadings are by no 
means hard to find. Look: 
.38·40 
.41 Long Colt 
.44·40 

.400" caliber 

.406 

.426 

180 grains 
200 
200 

975 fps 
730 
975 

- Note: One·half ounce equals 219 grains -
.44 Special .431 246 770 
.45 a.c.p. .450 230 860 
.45 Auto Rim .450 230 805 
.45 a.c.p. SX .450 230 945 
.45 Colt .455 255 870 
. 455 Ely .457 265 600 

(All factory list data. 
Handloads vary in either direction.) 

All the foregoing are fine police cart
ridges. Noteworthy are the .455 Ely, 
which, while a formidable man-stopper, 
is as "soft" to shoot as a .38; the .44 
Special, which is splendidly accurate 
and emminently suitable for "loading
up"; and the hot factory .45 auto - a 
standard but little known round. The 
.45 auto loses possibly 15% of its stop
ping power by the use of a smooth, 
hard jacket , but this is easily correctable 
by handloading. 

(I do not include the .44 Magnum, 
which is a splendid cartridge but not 
for police work. It is much too hard to 
use well for the ordinary man, and its 
penetration is something fierce. Loaded 
light, of course, it's just fine . .44/ 240/ 
1000 is about perfect and is equally 
available from a .44 Special loaded up 
or a .44 Magnum loaded down.) 

With all the foregoing readily ob-

continued on page 69 
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tainable, it's odd to note that there is 
now in the offing a ".41 Magnum" in
tended to throw a .406", 210-grain 
bullet at about llOO fps. This will be 
a satisfactory cartridge, I suppose, but 
more of a commercial adventure than 
the response to a real need . Simply 
loading a .44 Special cartridge properly 
(to 1000-ll 00 fps) would be a supe
rior idea in every way. 

The Undercover Pistol 

One problem with the police choice 
of the cl.a. revolver is its excessive bulk. 
The major caliber revolvers, conspicu
ously excepting the Peacemaker, are 
about as convenient to carry as a bump
er jack. Some men will put up with this 
while others won't, but no matter what 
your preference you will find it prac
tically impossible to carry a big cl.a. 
concealed. Thus the detective is re
stricted (if he has an instinct for self
preserva ti on) to ( 1 ) the new Italian 
derringer in .45 Colt, ( 2) the Webley 
R.I.C. double-action snubby in .455, or 
(3) the Colt Commander in .45 ACP. 
I don't dig the derringer for a variety of 
reasons, but mainly for its lack of versa
tility. The Webley is a great gun - 5-
shots cl.a., gate loading, 2J~" barrel, 
21 ounces - but almost impossible to 
come by now. (R.I.C. stands for "Royal 
Irish Constabulary.") So that leaves us 
with the Commander, which, as an 
auto, is not recommended for the non
shooter. Nevertheless, any of the fore
going selections is a vast improvement 
over the standard detective's choice of 
a .38 Special, d.a., 2" "snubby," which 
is a fine little gun for carrying, but a 
frail reed in a fight. 

The Duty Pistol 

Careful consideration, then, suggests 
that no really satisfactory police sidearm 
is now in use though a nuII1ber come 
pretty close. For the expert shot - the 
man who uses his pistol carefully and 
lovingly for recreation as well as duty 
- the .45 auto is nearly ideal, but we 
must realize that such a man is the ex
ception in law enforcement. For the 
ordinary policeman we might specify a 
double-action revolver of not more than 
2J~ pounds weight when loaded, throw
ing a half-ounce projectile of major cali
ber ( .43" to .46") at right around 1000 
foot seconds from its 4" barrel. It should 
not be more than 9" long or 5" deep, 
and it should have either a swing-out or 
top-break action. (Yes, top-break ac
tions can be made strong enough if you 
go about it right.) Such a pistol is not 
now made. Second choices would be: 
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(1) The S&W 1950 Army #22, #25, 
#26 - .45 Auto or Auto Rim 

(2) The S&W 1950 Military #21 & 
#24 - .44 Special 

(3) The S&W .44 Magnum #29 -
.44 Magnum 
(These are all big, heavy, unwieldy 
weapons for steady wear, but very com
forting to have along when the whistle 
blows.) 

(4) The S&W Combat Magnum #19 
and the Colt Trooper 4", both in .357. 
(These are reasonably handy d .a.'s of 
moderate weight and bulk, useful with
in the limitations of the cartridge. ) 

(5) The Colt .45 auto, and the Com
mander. (The best, but only for those 
who can be trusted with it.) 

It has become so customary for police 
executives to regard standardization of 
sidearms as essential that if you ask 
"Why?" you are apt to be regarded as 
some sort of subversive. Actually, there 
is no real reason why two policemen 
should be armed exactly alike, either in 
uniform or out. True, it looks prettier 
in review, but reviews are somewhat re
mote from the issue. Remembering that 
the sidearm is a defensive weapon, a 
man should carry that which he, person
ally, can use best, and which gives him 
the most confidence. (My home town 
department requires a man to carry a 
6" cl.a. Smith or Colt .38 Special, and 
to carry it with "service" ammunition in 
the cylinder. Having read some scores 
of reports on the behavior of men hit 
with this sort of weapon I'd have a lot 
more confidence in a machete. ) 

Interchangeability of ammunition is 
a matter of practically no consequence . 
If a man has expended two dozen 
rounds or thereabouts in an attempt to 
save his life, he has either saved it or 
it never was in danger. Resupply from 
the belt of a fallen comrade smacks 
more of Pickett's Charge than of an in
terrupted felony. To repeat, when the 
police go on the offensive they don't (or 
at least they shouldn't) use handguns. 

And there matters rest. In view of 
the generally low standard of efficiency 
of police sidearms, it's odd to observe 
the smugness of the average police ex
ecutive on the subject. If you raise the 
issue you are told, first, that this is the 
world's best equipment; second, that it 
doesn't matter anyway because side
arms are not important in police work; 
and third, that we've made out pretty 
well up to now. None of which is much 
comfort to a lad who just last month 
tagged a holdup thug solidly twice with 
his regulation pistol. He's not around to 
read this because the bandit shot back 
and killed him. ~ 
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