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MAXIMUM BEASTIE BOYS 
The Beastie Boys exploded on the world music scene in the mid-1980s as 

foul-mouthed novelty rappers who encouraged their fans to steal VW 
badges. Nobody expected them to last, but since then they’ve matured 
into one of the most intriguing and influential acts on the music scene, 
combining hip-hop, punk and jazz into a dizzying jambalaya that keeps 

them one step ahead of the opposition. 

This is the story of the Beasties, from middle-class Manhattan, via Brooklyn, London, 
Los Angeles and even Tibet. In a tale of breakdancing, beercans and Buddhism, 

you can only expect one thing - the unexpected. Hit it! 

1. Alright Hear This 
The world of hip-hop has few real survivors... and the Beastie Boys should probably have 

been labelled ‘least likely to succeed’ from the start. So how have they confounded expectations? 

2. Hardcore Hoodlums 
Nice middle-class boys play noisy punk rock without much success, but 

the new sounds of the street are waiting to be discovered. 

3. Liceose to Outrage 
Signed to Def Jam, the Beasties take on the tabloids. Kids in 

wheelchairs, flying beercans and a controversial piece of hydraulic 
equipment keep their profile high, but Volkswagen owners grow to loathe them. 

4. Welcome to LA 
Record company politics, escape from New York and one of the most 
important albums of the 80s, even if nobody recognises it at the time. 





5. Beastie Businessmen 
The Beasties diversify, setting up their own label and 

moving into fashion and publishing. 

6. Head Music 
The new album sees a return to punk and the arrival of the legendary Money Mark. 

7. Love and Peace 
The bad boys of rap turn Mr Nice Guy, and become heroes for the people of Tibet. 

8. Cnmmunicatinn Statinn 
Under the influence of Yauch’s new-found Buddhist faith, the next album 

fuses funk with monastic chants, which leads to a new annual charity festival. 

9. Nasty But Nice 
The latest album, with the help of some breakdancing dogs, puts the 
Beasties back on top of the pile, as the great survivors of hip-hop ? 

although some of the young pretenders find their attitudes a little hard to stomach... 

10. Can’t Wnn’t Onn’t Stop 
As enfants terribles become Grand Old Men, where next for the Beasties? 

Business, politics, publishing, religion, or just keep on 
changing the face of contemporary music? 

We hope you enjoyed ‘Maximum Beastie Boys’ 
Please send your comments and suggestions to 
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