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CHAPTER IX

EDUCATION AND WORK

The economic history of the Skid Row chronic
drunkenness offender can be presented analytically in
terms of a three-phase cycle. The first phase covers
that period when his economic role is being established
and when he is being prepared to perform that role. This
includes both the non-deliberate, informal experiences
encountered in the home, community and society, and the
formal education and vocational training. From this
essentially consuming and non-productive stage the future
Skid Row C.D.O. enters a period where he performs productive
economic functions. The third and final stage completes the
cycle with the Skid Row C.D.O. again becoming an essentially
consuming and non-productive person.

This three-part process, descriptive of the economic
history of this particular group, can of course be applied
to virtually all members of our society. The only consistent
exceptions are those classified as mentally or physically
incapable and incompetent. Thus, in the broad terms of this
scheme, the Skid Row C.D.O. is not different from anyone else
However, within each stage there are clear and evident differ
ences in both kind and degree.

For example, the "productive" period of the chronic
drunkenness offender is marked by instability and relative
briefness. The Skid Row C.D.O. 's mean age is 45, which
signifies that when he should be at the peak of his product-
ivity he is, in fact, non-productive. At the same time,
this means that he enters the third stage of dependent exist-
ence much earlier than most males in our society. In fact,
the second and third stages of the Skid Row C.D.O. 's
economic history manifest a number and variety of differences
which will be the focus of this chapter. In addition, atten-
tion will be directed to the initial stage of the cycle and
even though the data are somewhat limited and subject to the
limitations of recall procedures, there is at least specula-
tive justification for examining this background for any
possible etiological findings.
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2

In examining the economic history of the chronic
drunkenness offenders, we must first focus on the socio-
economic factors in the backgrounds of these men during
their non-productive and formative years when their
economic potential was structured and the foundation
laid for their future employment and earning career.

By defining our sample as chronic drunkenness
offenders, we have set our focus within the larger
framework of mental and public health "problems" as well
as of socio-legal deviance. To the extent that the C.D.O.
phenomenon is a psycho-social manifestation of alcoholism,
there is some relevance to mental illness and the socio-
logical literature on the subject. Several writers have
considered the relationship between socio-economic factors
and various orders of mental illness and their treatment.
Among the more notable of these studies are Hollingshead
and Redlich, Social Class and Mental Illness (38), Myers
and Roberts, Family and Class Dynamics in Mental Illness
(64)

,

Gibbs and Martin, Theory of Status Integration and
Its Relationship to Suicide (32), Powell, Occupation ,

Status and Suicide (78), and Srole, Mental Health in the
Metropolis (91) . Much of the research in this field is
tempered by the methodological biases introduced through
the sampling procedures, as some of the authors themselves
have pointed out (Lemert (49) and Blane (11)). There is
an intimate relationship between the findings of socio-
economic class differences in diagnoses and rehabilita-
tion prognoses for various mental illnesses (38), and
the differential visibility of social classes and atten-
dant vulnerability to arrest and incarceration for acts
legally defined as "anti-social", such as public drunken-
ness. Generally, however, the studies relating mental
illness and social class have been conducted much more
rigorously than the specific research in the field of
alcoholism where in many cases the authors have under-
estimated the influence of sampling factors in determin-
ing their findings. Giffen's article (33) on the biases
inherent in criminal statistics draws our attention to
the difficulties involved in obtaining an accurate
picture of the socio-legal aspects of drunkenness as
well

.

These methodological limitations, combined with
the likelihood that there are various kinds of problem
drinking differentially associated with various social
groupings, results in there being little agreement as to
the specific relationship between social class and
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alcoholism. For example, Dunham (27), Pittman and
Gordon, (72) , Straus (94) , Ullman et aJL (108) , Porterfield
(77) and Rubington (85), found a correlation between lower
socio-economic class and alcoholism, while the McCords (60)
found that the middle and lower middle categories have
significantly more alcoholics. On the other hand, Riley
and Harden (80) found that the higher socio-economic levels
display excessive drinking, while Dollard (25), in his
theoretical paper, maintains that both the lower and the
upper classes are adjusted to drinking and that, on this
basis, the middle classes produce the most problem drinkers.

Even acknowledging the important factors of
sampling bias, and social and legal evaluations of
drinking habits, there would appear to be substantial
evidence to suggest that some association does exist
between social class and problem drinking. However,
whether this relationship is linear, as most authors
conclude, or curvilinear, as is suggested by Dollard (25)
and Powell (78)

,

or multidimensional, in as much as other
potentially causal factors have not been effectively
controlled, (Jellinek (44)), has not yet been sufficiently
established to warrant any definitive conclusions about
the socio-economic roots of alcoholism. It is quite
possible, however, that to a considerable extent, a common
etiology obtains for both low economic achievement and
"deviant" use of alcohol.

Looking at the issue from a very general and
theoretical perspective, we could interpret the relation-
ship between low socio-economic class and problem drinking,
as does Robert Merton (62)

,

as a "retreatist" response to
the social structural pressures created by disjunction
between the commonly agreed upon goals for economic
success and inadequate personal means of achievement.

A recent study by Jessor et aJ. (46) of deviant
alcohol use in a tri-ethnic community in the United
States attempts to relate public drunkenness to the
relative degree of objective access to high status
positions in the community, extent of normative con-
sensus regarding drinking behaviour, and prevalence of
appropriate role models and control structures for each
of the ethnic groups concerned. It was the conclusion
of the authors that problem drinking is more likely to
occur for persons and groups who experience few objective
legitimate means to accomplishment and who perceive their
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situation as depriving. However/ wtiicTi form of deviance

will be adopted is problematic as Jessor and his colleagues

point out. This draws to our attention the importance of the

availability of illegitimate means and deviant role models

as well. Their interpretation of chronic drunkenness as

deriving from the interaction between the sociological and

psychological factors of opportunities/ norms and

controls in the immediate environment is similar to the one

we will employ in the present chapter.

Other research of a more general nature supports

the association between social class position and "retreat-

ism"/ (3/ 48/ 74). For example/ Liston Pope (7) suggests

that extreme periods of economic depression dramatically

illustrate one correlate of unemployment/ namely a

decrease in social participation/ and that this behaviour

(jif

f

037

0

ntially related to social class. Sutherland

and Locke (100) also make reference to the relationship

between social class and social participation in their

study of homeless men undertaken during the Great Depression.
In a rather rigorous and extensive attempt/ Kohn (48) argues
that fundamental differences exist in the dynamics of the
parent-child relationships as between the middle and the
working classes and that these differences are manifested
in and related to economic behaviour patterns in each class.
Similarly/ Bahr ( 6 ) found that in his investigation of New
York Skid Row populations/ the men with the lowest mean
occupational status were the least likely to have strong
affiliative tieS/ such as marriage.

Hochwald (37) refers to unique or differentiating
characteristics of alcoholic men in the area of employment
and occupational careers. She contends that these men can
adequately visualize occupational goals but are unable to
attain them/ and that/ consequently/ they prefer work
entailing creativity/ independence/ public contact/ excite-
ment and movement/ and that they display marked employment
instability due to restlessness and inebriety.

As hazy as the relationship between socio-economic
factors and drinking behaviour may he, we can reasonably
conclude that/ in our modern industrialized society/ a man's
occupation and economic activity are integral to his way of
life. Hence the family background features and personal
formative experiences which contribute to the establishment
of a man's occupational status will be critical to the
pattern of a career which leads to his "ending up" on Skid
Row.
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The present research has several major limitations
which should be plainly noted, since they are integral to
the conclusions and explanations we have drawn.

First, our study lacks a consistent control popula-
tion. Instead, at various junctures, comparisons have been
made with the general adult male population of Canada, a
clinic alcoholic sample, and other groups of 'problem'
drinkers and homeless men reported in the literature.
We have undoubtedly introduced an important bias in favour
of the lower socio-economic classes by selecting our sample
from a population of problem drinkers who have run afoul of
the law. These may be more vulnerable to arrest for public
intoxication as Giffen's ( 33 ) article on the role that
"vested interests" may play in intervening between the
commission of an act and its appearance as a criminal statis-
tic suggests. Moreover, many of the data are based on retro-
spective reports, both the respondents' selective 3;;econstruc-
tion of "objective" events and the subjective interpretation
of selected "significant" influences contributing to the
accomplished fact of chronic drunkenness. In reconstructing
the economic histories of the C.D.O. after they have ceased
to be steadily employed, we have built into the profile the
apparent inevitability of downward mobility for these men.
Of course, since we find internal differences within the
sample group in rates of downward mobility, we have some basis
for differentiating factors contributing to this decline, but
since we begin with the fact that such decline has occurred,
there is the distinct tendency to interpret the events of
the C.D.O. 's work career as contingency points or stepping
stones to unemployment and economic instability. In spite
of these limitations, however, there may be much of both
descriptive and analytical character worth discussing in
the economic careers of the chronic drunkenness offenders.
If we accept that problem drinking is at least in part a
psycho- social phenomenon, the C.D.O. 's own reconstruction of
his past history may well provide us with insight into the
genesis and development of his present situation and his own
definition of his way of life.
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND

In examining the economic career of the chronic
drunkenness offender# it is important to consider the
economic situation from which he was launched# since# as
Merton (62) has suggested# this setting would effectively
structure the opportunities for his subsequent economic
advancement. However# as John Porter's (76) study of
Canadian social structure points out# Canada is very much
a federal society from the sociological point of vieW"#

since regional differences decidedly cross-cut social
class differences. Or# to put it another way# there is no
single class hierarchy in Canada# but rather a "vertical
mosaic"# since people from various parts of Canada tend to
"hang together" on a regional basis which very often super-
cedes the class basis. Consequently# the understanding of
the socio-economic background of any sample of Canadians
would be incomplete if it ignored the existence# for
instance# of the Maritimes as a relevant socio-cultural
category.

There is# of course# a distinct tendency for regional
and class factors to coincide in some areas# particularly
the economic, since certain regions such as the Maritimes
are also less prosperous than the powerful urban centres
such as Toronto. In very gross terms# then# from the
vantage point of Toronto which is where our study was carried
out# persons from the more "disadvantaged" regions of Canada
seem to have many of the same socio-economic characteristics
as the lower status groups of the city itself.

TABLE IX - 1

BIRTHPLACE OF C.D.O.s

Country or Region Number %

Canada 181 79.3
British Isles 28 12.3
U.S.A. 6 2.6
Eastern Europe 6 2.6
Western Europe 5 2.2
Scandinavia 2 0.9

Total 228 99.9

Looking first at the community of orientation of the
chronic drunkenness offenders (Table IX - 1) we find that
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79.3 per cent of the sample were born in Canada and an
additional 12.3 per cent in the British Isles. These
findings suggest that in gross terms the early community
experiences of the C.D.O.s did not differ markedly from
those of the larger Canadian population, especially those
descending from the major ethnic groups of Canada. Immigra-
tion then, does not appear to be a major feature of the
background of the C.D.O.s. Indeed, an examination of the
birthplaces of the fathers of the C.D.O.s (Table IX - 2)

suggests that their families are, for the most part,
firmly entrenched in the Canadian way of life, for 56.5
per cent of the fathers were born in Canada, while an
additional 28.9 per cent were born in the British Isles.

TABLE IX - 2

FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE

Country or Region Number %

Canada 129 56.6
British Isles 66 28.9
U.S.A. 9 3.9
Eastern Europe 6 2.6
Western Europe 7 3.1
Scandinavia 3 1.3
Other 2 0.9
N.A. 6 2.6

Total 228 99.9

Since such a large proportion of the chronic drunken-
ness offenders sampled are native born, in-migration, i.e.
migration within Canada seems to be a significant variable
in the economic careers of the C.D.O.s (Table - 3)

.

Only 18.9 per cent of the C.D.O.s were born in Toronto;
32.9 per cent have moved to Toronto from elsewhere in Ontario
and 19.3 per cent have migrated from the Maritime Provinces.
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TABLE IX - 3

SUBJECT'S BIRTHPLACE - REGION OF CANADA

Region of Canada Number %

Ontario (Other than Toronto) 75 32.9
Ontario (Toronto only) 43 18,9
Maritime Provinces 44 19.3
Quebec 12 5.3

Western Provinces 6 2.6

N.A. (Foreign Born) 48 21.1

Total 228 100.1

The size of the community in which the chronic
drunkenness offender was raised until the age of 16 years
is also relevant in terms of the possible disruptive
effect of in-migration. (Table IX - 4)

TABLE IX - 4

SIZE OF MAIN COMMUNITY LIVED IN UP TO AGE 16

Community Type Number %

Cities over 100,000 75 32.9
Toronto (58)
Other (17)

Cities 10,000 to 100,000 44 19.3
Small Towns (under 10,000) 50 21.9
Rural 52 22.8
N.A. 7 3.1

Total 228 100.0

Looking at the frequency distribution of C.D.O.s
according to size of community, we find a bimodal distribu-
tion with 32.9 per cent of the men coming from Toronto or
another city of population 100,000 or over, only 19.3 per
cent coming from smaller cities 10,000 to 100,000 and 44.7 per
cent coming from rural areas or communities under 10,000
population. Moreover, C.D.O.s who were born in rural communi-
ties are more likely to have had both parents Canadian born
(p < .001 for mothers and p <, .001 for fathers) , which
suggests relatively firm entrenchment in a more traditional
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non-urban way of life. Differentiating further within
this non-urban group, we established that subjects raised
in the Maritimes were more likely to have grown up in small
towns (10,000 to 25,000), while those raised in parts of
Ontario other than Toronto were more likely to have been
raised on farms (p <' .01) .

The socio-economic significance of these findings
can be interpreted, for our purposes, in the light of the
fact that areas such as rural and small-town Ontario and
the Maritime provinces tend to be dominated by primary
industries, such as farming and mining, while the urban
regions, such as Toronto, are characterized by secondary
and tertiary industrialization, i.e. manufacturing and
service industries employing advanced technology. We
can expect, then, that a man socialized to the economic
skills requisite to employment in primary industries
would find himself acutely disadvantaged in the urban
work setting of Toronto. Moreover, given a drinking
problem, the probability of these men being arrested and
incarcerated for public intoxication is greater in the city
of Toronto, both because, being unprotected by sympathetic
and supportive primary ties, the men are more visibly
exposed to formal detection, and because law enforcement is
often more stringent for such offences in the city than in
less urbanized areas, where informal measures to protect
and control inebriates are more common.

Family Background

Having examined certain environmental factors of the
community of origin which may have structured their opportuni-
ties for economic mobility, we now focus on the more immediate
family backgrounds of the chronic drunkenness offenders with
respect to socio-economic status.

We would argue, as do Jessor and his colleagues (46)
that a consideration of the features of the socialization
which the individual has received is an essential part of
the interpretation of his subsequent behaviour, in as much
as these learning experiences mediate between the broad and
largely external sociological elements of the environment
and the relatively unique dimensions of the individual
personality. It is at this point that objective circum-
stances, such as opportunities for socio-economic achieve-
ment, prevailing normative climate and stringency of social
control structures may become articulated with the individual's
own developing beliefs and perceptions about his life chances
through exposure to role models in the surroundings of his
first home.
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We found that chronic drunkenness offenders whose
fathers were born in continental Europe reported a lower
family income than those whose fathers were born in Canada
(p -c .01) , although there was no significant difference
among ethnic groups in the occupational rank of the fathers.
On the other hand, we did find that the father's occupational
rank showed a strong associatjion with the size of the community
in which the C.D.O. was raised, namely, the larger the commun-
ity, the higher the father's occupational rank (p <C .001) .

It should be recognized that this difference in
socio-economic status is attributable in large measure to
the predictable over-representation of farmers among the
fathers of the subjects originating in rural communities
(p < .001) ; this again suggests the importance of rural-
to-urban in-migration as a factor in the economic career
of the subjects.

Moreover, it appears that the chronic drunkenness
offenders in our sample who migrated from non-urban settings
tended to come from families which were, in socio-economic terms
more "traditional". That is, the less populated the community
of orientation, the larger was the family (p <c .01) , with
rural families being the largest and families of large urban
communities being the smallest. The native-born C.D.O. s,
who were more likely to have been raised in smaller communities
and rural areas, (p -<C .01) were also more likely to have been
members of larger families than were those subjects born out-
side of Canada (p .d. .01) . Moreover, within the native-born
group, subjects raised in the Maritimes tended to come from
large families while those from Toronto came from small
families (p -c. .01) .

Consistent with the stereotype of the "traditional"
family is the indication that the families of chronic drunken-
ness offenders who came from non-urban environments were more
likely to have operated at an economic level approximating
subsistence than were urban families. Table IX - 5 indicates
that a total of 30.6 per cent of the C.D.O.s reported that
during their childhood, the family was poor and/or on relief.
There was a tendency, though not statistically significant,
for more C.D.O.s who were raised in rural communities to
report low family incomes than those from small towns or
large cities. However, subjects from non-urban family back-
grounds were more likely to have conceptualized the economic
circumstances of their upbringing as "comfortable", especially
in the cases where the father was a farmer and when the
family raised at least part of its food supply. In fact.
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fully 63.5 per cent of the sample evaluated their family
situations as "comifiortable" and an additional 9.6 per cent
stated that they had lived "comfortably" even though they were
were sometimes on relief or hungry.

TABLE IX - 5

C.D.O.S' EVALUATIONS OF FAMILY
ECONOMIC SITUATION DURING CHILDHOOD

Family Situation Number %

Very poor or poor 20 8.7
Relief and/or hungry 50

(28)
(22)

21.9
Very poor or poor
Comfortable

Comfortable 145 63.5
Well-to-do 8 3.5
N.A. 5 2.2

Total 228 99.8

The ‘Working mother" may also be used as an index
of the "modern", as opposed to the "traditional" family.
Our findings shed an interesting light on this interpreta-
tion, since two countervailing economic and social forces
appear to be operative: on the one hand the economic
pressure to supplement the family income and on the other
hand the social prohibition, typical of the traditional
family, against females assuming instrumental roles outside
the family economy. We found, then, that whether the
C.D.O.S' mothers worked was inversely related to the
occupational rank (p<L .01) of the fathers, since wives
of the semi-skilled and unskilled workers were more likely
to have worked than those with husbands in higher occupations.

In addition, the mother of the chronic drunkenness
offender was much more likely to have worked if the family
income was stated to have been "poor" (p .001) , if the
family had suffered the loss of the male parent during the
C.D.O. 's childhood (p .001) , and if the family was large
(p z:_.001). But large families and lower status background.
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we have noted, were more typical of non-urban communities,
which suggests the potentially greater financial need for
mothers to work in the rural and small communities. How-
ever, despite this apparent economic contingency we found
that subj ects, raised in Toronto were more likely to have
had working mothers than those who grew up anywhere else
in Canada (p < .05)

.

There may be at least two possible
interpretations o On the one hand, although in absolute
terms those C.D.O.s raised in non-urban families may bave
subsisted at lower socio-economic levels than did urban-
raised C.D.O.s, in relative terms, the urban-raised C.D.O.s
may have perceived their situation as more depriving, both
because the mother was more likely to have been working and
because the family was more likely to have been on welfare
or relief during the subject's childhood.

On the other hand, C.D.O.s coming from families
that approximate the norm of the traditional non-urban
family of large size and low family income would be more
likely to experience greater difficulty in effecting the
transition to the urban way of life in which (in Talcott
Parsons' terms (68)) particularistic ties are less highly
valued. Tilly and Brown (104) have pointed out that,
whereas migrants of high occupational rank and social
status are more likely to migrate under the auspices of
formal organizations - primarily work - low ranking
migrants tend to migrate under particularistic auspices,
especially kinship. By auspices of migration is meant those
social structures which mediate, for the individual migrant,
between the community of origin and the community of destina-'
tion.

In our sample of C.D.O.s, those coming from the
Maritimes and from non-urban regions in Ontario, who together
make up fully 52.2 per cent of the sample, are for the most
part "low-ranking migrants". However, there is no significant
indication from our data that the C.D.O.s were in fact drawn
to Toronto by kinship ties, although neither had they estab-
lished firm connection with formal organizations in the city
prior to their migration. As Tilly and Brown suggest, then,
we would have had some basis on which to predict the likeli-
hood of maladjustment - in this case, chronic arrest and
incarceration for drunkenness - among these low status
migrants to the city:

. . .migration under the auspices of kinship
seems to be most common among groups which
have the least skill in dealing with impersonal
urban institutions like markets, bureaucracies,
and communication systems, or the most uncertain
relationships to those institutions ..

.
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. . .within the categories particularly
inclined to migrate under the auspices
of kinship, individuals who do not do
so more commonly suffer personal dis-
ruption when they move. (104,p.5)

In order to justify our interpretation in terms of
the potentially disruptive effects of migration for our
sample, we must first establish that the C.D.O.s fall
into the category of low-ranking migrants. We have some
basis for asserting that, using father's occupation as an
index of socio-economic status, our sample is drawn from
a relatively low-ranking population. Table IX-6 compares
the distribution of occupations of the fathers of the C.D.O.s
with the distribution of the adult male population of Canada,
controlled for age (lower limits: 35-44) 1. The two highest
ranking categories of occupations, the managerial and the
professional levels are significantly under-represented
in our sample of fathers, while the "craftsmen" and
"unskilled" categories are clearly over-represented. The
"clerical and sales" and "service" occupations show no
significant differences.

The 1951 Census of Canada (26a) was employed here
in order to insure comparability to Blishen's (12) rank-
ing of occupation. Earlier censuses (e.g. 1931 or 1941)
which might conceivably have afforded a better control
for age of the fathers were found to be inadequate for
our purposes, both because the occupational categories
were not comparable and because of the confounding
factors of the Great Depression and World War II during
the periods when these surveys were taken.
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TABLE IX - 6

OCCUPATION OF C.D.O.S' FATHERS COMPARED WITH OCCUPATION OF
THE GENERAL ADULT MALE POPULATION OF CAI'JADA^

' (Percentage)

Occupation
General
Population

C.D.O.S*
Fathers X^ P

Managers, Owners, etc, 12.6 5.5 8.33 .01
Professional 5.2 .5 9.01 .01
Clerical & Sales 9.6 6.9 1.71 not

significant
Craftsmen 33.6 48.6 14.92 .001
Farmers, Loggers,
Fishermen, Miners 25.5 17.4 5.79 .02
Service 6.6 7.3 .79 not

significant
Unskilled 6.9 13.8 15.00 .001

Total^ (number) (2, 268,581) (218)

x^=55.93, 6 d.f., pc .001

^ Age controlled: Census of Canada, 1951, Males aged
35 years and over.

N.A. s" excluded

.

The frequency distribution of fathers' occupational
ranks, (Table IX - 7) employing Blishen's (12) seven classes
based upon combined standard scores for income and years of
schooling, indicates that the C.D.O.s' fathers were heavily
respresented in the lower three classes. For those fathers
on which we have data (N=213) , 45.1 per cent had occupations in
Class 5, 19.7 per cent in Class 6, and 18,8 per cent in Class
7, for a total of 83.6 per cent in the lower ranks. Though
it is difficult to compare these findings with those of other
studies of Skid Row populations because the scales for socio-
economic status employed differ, we may nevertheless note
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that these findings of ours do seem to be consistent with
Bahr's (6) recent documentation, using the Dudley Socio-
Economic Index (S.E.I.)/ that two fifths of the New York Skid
Row respondents had low status fathers.

TABLE IX - 7

FATHER'S OCCUPATIONAL STATUS USING BLISHEN'S RANKS

Classes of
Occupations Number Per cent Per cent (excluding

N.A. ' s)

1 1 0.4 0.5
2 14 6.1 6.6
3 8 3.5 3.8
4 12 5.3 5.6
5 96 42.1 45.1
6 42 18.4 19.7
7 40 17.5 18.8

N.A. 15 6.6

Total 228 99.9 (N=228) 100.1(N-213)

Other indices which might be used to estimate the
socio-economic status of the chronic drunkenness offenders in
our sample are family income and father's education (See Tables
IX - 5 and IX - 8) . As might be expected, both of these factors
correlated significantly with father's occupation. The results
then are also somewhat in keeping with the prevalent notion
that the lowest socio-economic classes encounter more difficulty
in the use of alcohol (17, 25, 27, 36, 64, 75, 84) , although
the over-representation of "craftsmen" suggests some support
for the McCords' (60) conclusion that the middle and lower-
middle classes are particularly susceptible.

There is also an interesting suggestion from internal
comparisons of our data that, within the sample itself, the
lower the socio-economic status of the family of orientation
the greater the likelihood that the C.D.O. would have been
left to his own resources at an earlier age, which circum-
stance, would have rendered him free to migrate and yet
less able to migrate under the auspices of kinship. In the
first place, the higher the father's occupation, the later
the C.D.O.'s family broke up (p< .01) . This finding is



3£^c>Y 1(^K, 5o y.a'U'ciI 'oiiiiiarto:?^

I'

.i

.ausff^^s^ ii;?fi<)bdo<H5»-x \tioH
M

r - xt aasAT
:' '!..'>

,
“I ,

":.

axikfl B 'W3i-»ija DMiai) buta^ jlamottaw^so a.'flalrrAi

pnlbi/Ioxs) inso *is*? ineo ipfj uedmijW

inrn^ o" '<i»^-jar^.L',ja!Ba3CTSitygs^^

3co aeaaaXD - m
Pnolieqpppp*

^ ja >; rii*i(>ai*i

' i

^e6.0

a .6
. B.£
s.a

r,<?i

8.ei

’&

irs;^ra»

1^,0

x*d
e.£

.

1.5
i.S^
l».8I

’'e.vi
9.

a

J,-

' '

>x’
8
&X
ae
£;>

0^

'*> f '-V

'ij V%iJ!

:1!

(£XS-W)X.OOX (8E£4.ja) 8SS: XflJOT

9rfJ ^XcmliBSi o:f £>eai/ ocf ^rf^lm rfoi/fW asoiXxiX 'isirf^fO ^
ni B:i£»£»rtoi2Q" e8drtn9;(ni/:ib oXncxxiXo drf,i lo oi^rioDe-olDoa

aoIdisT o<s>8) cioX:?^Piiba ^ 0(i»P:MTi sn$ 9'Iqms^
' :

e^oJoBi SQsrfd ^o rf^od ^5®:rD9CpC9 sd ±ffQifii aA i (8 ~ XI bfJ5 8 ^ XI
axXjueai sriT .nold^qwaob a'lerfXfii rfiiw ^Xj‘/j6pX^XfrpXa fca.;fBXs»i*xbo)'

nolion inaXjsvaiq 9dJ ffilw ipnlqsajl nl ii>ffwa<fiC'a>yoaXi» saa itarfi

YiXuaia:ixb Diom :i9innoon0 ae»SQsXo plynoaoa^-oiooa iasvol odi iecti

A dpixodiXe » (^8 *i^8 >a£ »V£ ,22 ,rX) lodoala io »au arfi aX

|< iioqqi^a b*7ioa aiasppt/a noli^^inpiira'xqai-TLBVO ’affi

r ;tVi'". -iBWoi §a0 &Sbblfrt: qol

^l''" I-

'Ismisirtl mo-ii ftolieaepii^a pniiaaidinl n^^oalG el
sff4 ^iXaail aXcynfla ,©rfi nidi^V anbaX'iJ»btWoP

iioi>fiin«fX'xo ^0 YXlniai ©rfi lo ^tfi0i 03jpXaio|i:oo0 --<:jj;o«>a oili .lowoX
tidtsd 0v»d bXpow .;p.<l<iD 0ffi i^ni bopdiX^Xii
-.^lucnlp, dPX/fW’' "dvo, .-/

;tnB QdBUtQim Qi ' 'mkd ,"f>a:x«bn5'’Jt‘%vait blPov;
,

vpprt#^'3^j

©rfi ,rt-I 3'3PXq8B0 '.a^pX.

1*5. ial »rfi edit ‘led^l/I v^^Xq
ei pnlbnX^ aidT /(XO. > q) <f«%Xoid Yilmsl «VO.a,D'pn

. k

A-'V



16

undoubtedly closely related to the fact that family income
was found to be relatively related to parental compatibility
(pr .01). Similarly, the higher the father's occupation, the
later the C.D.O. himself left home (pC .01) .

TABLE IX - 8

FATHER'S FORJ'dAL EDUCATION

Amount Number %

No Schooling 8 3.5
Facts not know - probably none 9 3.9
Public School Incomplete 16 7.0
Public School Complete
Facts not known - probably

10 4.4

public school 56 24,5
High School Incomplete 6 2.5
High School Complete
Facts not known - probably

6 2.5

High School 14 6.1
Higher - -

Other 5 2.1
N. A. 98 42.9

Total 228 99.9

Looking at this migration from the point of destination.
we find, correspondingly, that the younger members in our
sample of chronic drunkenness offenders tend to exhibit
more acute economic inferiority than do the older C.D.O. s,
both in terms of their socio-economic backgrounds and in
terms of their present economic skills. The youngest
members of the sample tend to have the least education,
and the fewest employment skills, and yet very often they
have migrated from areas such as the Maritimes for the
avowed purpose of finding work. It is conceivable that
these youngest migrants to Skid Row do (or did before they
ran afoul of the law) constitute the sort of migrant
labour force which Anderson (1) spoke of in the Depression
and which other more recent observers of Skid Row popula-
tions in the United States have declared to be defunct (27)

.
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The significant feature of this labour force, however, is
the fact that their preparation for productive employment
appears to be especially inadequate or inappropriate to
meet urban demands. This brings us to a consideration of
the preparation for economic productivity which the C.D.O.s
experienced 'in their own personal backgrounds.

Preparation for Productive Economic Roles

Earlier we distinguished between the socio-economic
backgrounds of our subjects with reference to the ideal-types
of the modern-urban and the traditional-rural families.
Carrying this interpretation still further, we may look at
the C.D.O.s' activities preparatory to the assumption of
productive ecohomic roles in terms of what Talcott Parsons
(68) would call "universalistic-achievement" , as contrasted
to "particularistic-ascription" expectations.

It will be recalled that the C.D.O.s from non-urban
areas were more likely to have had fathers whose occupational
ranks were relatively low. It was also found that the higher
the father's occupation, the more likely it was that the
parents had had definite general (p< .01) and specific (p<. .05)
occupational career aspirations for their son. As would be
expected, the father's occupational level was directly
associated with his educational level (p< .01) ; and correspond-
ingly, the better educated the father was, the more education
the son had obtained (p<.03), a finding which is similar to
that found by Bahr (6) for his 1966 sample of Bowery inhabit-
ants. The sons of parents who had had explicit occupational
aspirations for their offspring were much more likely to
have gone further in school than those of parents who had had
no such aspirations (p<.001), and moreover, the higher the
aspirations of the parents, the further the C.D.O.s actually
went in school (p< .05) .

On the other hand, subjects coming from lower socio-
economic backgrounds, especially the Maritime provinces,
were likely to have obtained less education (p < .05)

.

Further-
more, the age at which the C.D.O. left home was also related
to this educational level (p < .05)

.

Looking at the C.D.O.
population from the vantage point of the receiving population
of the Toronto Skid Row, the youngest of the C.D.O.s at the
time of sampling tended to be the least educated segment of
the sample (p<.02), and within this youngest (current age)
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group itself/ the less education the C.D.O. had/ the
earlier he entered the chronic drunkenness pattern
(p ^ .05) .

It is clear that some changes have occurred in
the constitution of the C.D.O. population over time/ as
manifested in the observed trend toward more, younger,
C.D.O. s who are less educated than their seniors on Skid
Row. In fact, it was found that, in our sample, the
middle-aged group were the best educated, the older age
group next, and the youngest age group had attained the
lowest levels of formal education (p< .02) . This finding
is especially interesting since it runs counter to the
expectation, based on the secular trend toward a higher
educational achievement in the general Canadian popula-
tion, that the youngest would be the best educated.

However, these findings do suggest some degree
of consistency within families and within regions in
commitment to norms of achievement in skills governed by
relatively universalistic criteria, namely formal education;
although, using father's occupation as an index, socio-
economic background does not appear to be related to
whether or not the son himself had specific occupational
aspirations during his adolescence. This apparent lack of
internalization of educational achievement norms may
provide some explanation for the C.D.O. s' subsequent
economic difficulties.

Of course, it is important to recognize that the
realization of the desire for educational accomplishment
would undoubtedly have been greatly facilitated by the
availability of opportunities to advance, both financial
and geographical. It was found, for example, that the
level of the father's occupation, and, by extension, the
family income, was positively and significantly associated
with the subject's education (p < .001) , and, moreover,
that those whose fathers had relatively high-ranking
occupations were more likely to have been raised in larger
communities and urban areas where there would have been a
relatively greater access to facilities for formal educa-
tion, In contrast, subjects coming from the Maritime
provinces were found to have achieved relatively low
educational levels.

It is evident that the alternative interpretations
in terms of, on the one hand, normative emphasis on
"universalistic-achievement " and on the other hand available
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opportunity structures for educational advancement are,
in fact, complementary if we consider the relevant interven-
ing variable to be the social-psychological one of the actor's
perception of his alternatives. Again we are provided a
plausible explanation of why subjects raised in urban areas
were more likely to have perceived their socio-economic back-
grounds as being "depriving", since it is these persons who
would have been most likely to visualize a discrepancy
between the opportunities they might have expected for their
own economic mobility and their o\m facilities for actual
accomplishment. The concept of "relative deprivation", then,
is relevant in this context. However, retrospective percep-
tion of early "deprivation" was not dominant in the C.D.O.
sample taken as a whole, since fully 63.5% reported that the
family economic situation had been "comfortable" during their
childhood (See Table IX - 5) . Perhaps it would be more
accurate to suggest that, although the C.D.O. s may not have
seen themselves as particularly disadvantaged, neither did
they have very substantial perceptions of opportunities for
economic achievement or upward mobility.

In fact, a comparison of the educational achievement
of the C.D.O. sample with other relevant groupings suggests
that their formal preparation for the assumption of product-
ive economic roles may have been rather inferior. Table
IX - 9 presents the distribution of the C.D.O. sample accord-
ing to levels of educational accomplishment, as compared with
that of the Canadian general adult male population. The
overall differences are highly significant (p< .001) ; namely
that the chronic drunkenness offenders have less education
generally than the Canadian adult male population as a whole.
Moreover, the chronic drunkenness offenders appear to be under-
represented in the categories comprising the completion of
elementary school ("elementary: 5 to 8") and the completion of
secondary school and beyond ("secondary: 3 + '" and "university") .

The evidence seems to suggest that the C.D.O. s may have been
more likely to have been "drop-outs" from formal education,
since they were less likely than the general population to
have completed the full number of years either at elementary
or at the high school levels. Also, fully 42.5% of the sample
did not complete their final year of school. However, we did
find that the further they went in school, the more likely
they were to have finished their grade or year (p<.001) .
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TABLE IX - 9

M
EDUCATIOl^; C.D.O.S COMPARED WITH GENERAL ADULT MALE

population of CANADA OVER AGE 20^ (Percentage)

Education C.D.O.
General
Population x2 P

None 2.7 1.7 1,43 not significant
Elementary: 1-4 5.4 9.0 3.07 not significant
Elementary: 5+ 55.7 39.3 15.40 .001
Secondary: 1-2 24.0 20.3 1.46 not significant
Secondary: 3+ 10.9 21.7 24.70 .001
University 1.4 7.9 11.91 .001

Total 100.1 99.9 i

1

(N=221) (N=5, 215,556) 1

X2
57.97, 5 d.f., p<,001

^ Census of Canada, 1961

Some of the literature on alcoholism suggests that
problem drinking in general tends to be associated with low
educational achievement. For example, Bailey et al (7)

found a low level of education among their sample of non-Skid
Row alcoholics, Pittman and Gordon (72) found a low level of
educational achievement among the incarcerated alcoholics
whom they investigated, and Feeney ^ al (30) stated that
alcoholics tended to be trained below their capacity.
Similarly, Bacon (5) found that the group of inebriates he
studied was somewhat more poorly educated than the general
population but in addition that workhouse inmates exhibited
markedly inferior educational skills in comparison with
clinic alcoholics, who were decidedly superior to the
general population. Ullman (108) also found that the
incarcerated problem drinkers he studied tended to be
better educated than other inmates of penal institutions
but less educated than the general male population. There
appears to be a consistency in the educational levels of
Skid Row populations as LoCicero et al (51) suggest Bogue
(13) further states that the best educated group on Skid
Row is the heavy drinking group, while the teetotalers and
light drinkers have the lowest level of education and the
moderates and derelicts fall in between. However, he then
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draws the conclusion that the abstainer and light drinker

are on Skid Row as a result of both economic and psycho-

social reasons, while the heavier drinkers are there

primarily for the latter reasons.

TABLE IX - 10

EDUCATION: C.D.O.S COMPARED WITH BROOKSIDE CLINIC PATIENTS^

(Percentage)

Education C.D.O.S

None 2.7
Elementary:! to 4 5.4

Elementary: 5+ 55.7

Secondary: 1 & 2 24.0

Secondary: 3+ 10.9
University 1.4

Total (number) (221)^

Brookside
2 iX^ P

.3 40.13 1 .001
2.0 1

13.13 .001
30.3 ! 46 . 80 .001
30.0

i
2.56 not significan

26.9
j

29.79 .001
10.4 117.35 .001

(353) c

^ The Brookside Clinic is operated by the

treatment division of the Alcoholism and

Drug Addiction Research Foundation of Ontario.

^"n.A.s" have been excluded.

^ This figure represents the male inpatient

population for 1961.

Table IX - 10 presents a comparison between the Toronto

Skid Row C.D.O. sample and a sample selected from the population

of an alcoholic clinic serving essentially the same geographic

area2. Analysis by the chi-square test of significance shows

that the C.D.O. s are significantly over-represented at the

"no education" and "elementary only" levels, while they are

significantly under-represented at the levels of late secondary

school and university (p < .001) . However, it should ^l^o be

noted that the Brookside sample is significantly better educa-

ted than the general adult male population of Canada, since

these men are under-represented in the category of "elementary

education or less" and over-represented at the level of

"secondary school or higher" (p < .01) . Consistent wihithis

The particular group referred to comprised a random

sample (one third) of all first admissions to the Clinic,

both in-patients and out-patients, over a 3 year period.
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finding and with the literature on the educational levels
of clinic and hospitalized alcoholics (Lemert (49)

,

Manson (53)) are our findings that the better educated a
C.D.O. was, the more likely he was to have undergone treat-
ment for alcoholism (p C .05)

,

and the more favorable was
his prognosis for rehabilitation (p .05)

.

As Hollingshead
and Redlich (38) have pointed out, however, this latter
finding may be largely a function of the similarity in
communication patterns and expectations as between clini-
cian anl their better educated patients.

A recent study of the Bowery (6) which compares the
educational level of homeless men on the New York City Skid
Row with that found for several other Skid Row and police
case inebriate populations finds that Bowery men appear to
be slightly better educated than these other groups, since
only 31 per cent have had less than 8 years of schooling and
an additional 19 per cent have 8 years exactly. The author
concludes, however, that this "improvement" may be attribu-
table largely to the time differential between the earlier
studies and his more recent investigation, the Bowery men of
today having grown up in an era with a greater general level
of educational achievement. After having compared the
educational level of the Bowery men with that of a control
sample of working-class males, Bahr states that the educational
composition of Skid Row is about average for the occupational
position of its residents, and hence that inferior formal
education is not a dominant factor in bringing men onto Skid
Row.

Our study provides somewhat contrasting evidence. It
too was carried out in the 1960s, and therefore we might
expect the men in our sample to have been better educated
by virtue of the suggested secular trend. Nevertheless, we
found that 63.8 per cent of them had no more than elementary
school education and that proportionately fewer men had
completed high school or attended university than in the
Bowery sample. And secondly, of course, we found that the
youngest men in our sample tended to have less, rather than
more, education than the middle-aged men, which suggests that
the impact of the time differential may not be as simple as
Bahr (6) has implied.

However, a comparison of the educational achievements
of the men in our sample with comparable alcoholic populations
does suggest that the C.D.O. s are significantly better educated
than the police case inebriates investigated by Pittman and
Gordon (72) (p < .001) and the inebriates studied by Bacon (5)
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(p< .001) in that our sample of chronic drunkenness offenders

were "more ’likely to have attended secondary school and less

likely to have dropped out during or after elementary school

than were the other two groups.

One possible explanation of the difference in educational

achievement between our sample and those studied by Bacon and

Pittman and Gordon lies in the attitude of the subjects toward

the school experience. Pittman and Gordon contend that the

jYien in their sample were basically unsuited for the formal

education experience. Our findings are substantially different

from theirs with respect to school experiences and attitudes,

although they, too, suggest that the higher the level of

education, the greater the amount and variety of extra-curricular

activities the subjects engaged in. Whereas 89 per cent of Pittmai

and Gordon's group of 126 men reported that they had not partic-

ipated in school-related activities, we found that 83 per cent

of the 220 C.D.O.s questioned • on this item had in fact partic-

ipated, especially in athletic activities. Further, 75.5

per cent of our group reported they had gotten along favourably

in group activities at school.

The one item that suggests that the C.D.O.s may not

have fitted in to school life as well as they would have us

believe was the finding that 88.2 per cent (143 men) had not

been averse to leaving school, despite the fact that they may

not have completed their grade or year. However, only 12.3

per cent (28 men) stated that they left school because they

disliked it and only 1.8 per cent (4 men) had been expelled.

The further advanced they were in their educational

career at the time they left school, the more likely the C.D.O.s

were to have been unhappy at the prospect of leaving school -

(p < .05)

.

The C.D.O.s' intelligence, as measured at the time

of the survey, was found to be correlated with the level of

education they had attained (p < .001)

.

In addition, the further the C.D.O. had actually

gone in the regular school system, the more likely he was

to have taken subsequent academic or vocational training -

(p < .01) .
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It is interesting that this resumption of education beyond
the formal school program often occurred in a custodial
institution. However, a total of 23.7 per cent (51 subjects)
had undertaken post-school ..training of some kind.

Often the C.D.O. left school in the first place in
order to work. These findings suggest that academic or socio-
economic opportunities for continuing education may have been
more important in deciding the point at which the C.D.O. ‘s

formal education was terminated than was his social-psychological
adjustment to the school environment, since it would not have
been especially unusual among the lower classes for boys to
leave school before completion. This interpretation accords
with that of Bahr, who concludes that the educational
accomplishment of most of the Skid Row men he investigated
was quite normal for their early circumstances in a lower-
class environment.

Interestingly enough, education does not seem to be
directly related to the time of entry into the chronic
drunkenness pattern, as we found that the "early starters"'^
showed no significant difference from the "late starters" in
terms of the amount of education achieved. But this finding
is deceptively inconclusive since it is compounded by the
strong association between present age and age at onset of
downward mobility. Hence, the variable of education seems
to be significant primarily in the younger age group, since,
as was suggested earlier, in the youngest group the less
education the C.D.O. had, the earlier he entered the C.D.O.
pattern (p< .05) . Consistent with this finding is the
suggestion that while the father's education was not a
particularly significant factor, the subject's own educa-
tion proved to be relatively important in determining his
economic potential for upward mobility. These findings
reflect the general trend in our society toward an increas-
ing importance of formal education and "universalistic"
criteria for achievement. Given this secular trend, we
can then hypothesize that subjects not meeting the educa-
tional standard of the general population would encounter
greater and earlier difficulty than ever before in
achieving employment stability. This, then, provides
some explanation for the finding that persons with
low education for whom objective legitimate means to
success are increasingly limited, seem to be entering the
C.D.O. pattern at a younger age.

3 The reference here is to classification in an "early-
late" typology based on age at onset of heavy drinking, age
at first adult arrest for drunkenness, and age at onset of
chronic unemployment and downward mobility, relative to the
group.
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EMPLOYMENT

The first employment experience for most of the
C.D.O.s occurred while they were still attending school
(116 men or 76 percent of those answering) . This pattern
is probably not unusual for the lower-than- average socio-
economic classes from which the C.D.O.s came. However, only
25.4 per cent (58 men) gave financial reasons for their
leaving school, which suggests that in only a relatively
small number of cases did a C.D.O. have to go to work
during his adolescence. Similarly, only 22.8 per cent
(52 men) stated that they left home to seek employment.
At the same time there is no clear indication that leaving
school and starting to work was associated with any severe
ps^^'chologics! or social maladjustments since, on the whole,
the C.D.O.s reported a happy adolescence (78% or 171 of
227 respondents), and 54 per cent (111 of 206) stated that
they experienced no tension, though the majority (88.2% of
162 respondents) maintained, as we mentioned above, that
they were not unhappy at leaving school. Of course, it is
difficult to assess to what degree these responses represent
a picture of the men's actual adolescence or merely retro-
spective idealization. In many cases the reason given both
for leaving school and for going to work was a desire to be
independent, and since the subject's own level of education
was comparable to or relative to his father's education,
it is possible that the age at which he left school and began
working was normative for his family and/or regional back-
ground. It is not surprising that there was a highly
significant association between the amount of education the
C.D.O. had obtained and the age at which he began his first
full time job (pzL .001) . We can then consider the point at
which the subject leaves school as the taking-off point
for his employment career and economic mobility pattern.
We would expect, then, that the sooner he began to work,
the lower this starting point would be, since employment
tends to be contingent upon formal educational skills.
In conformity with these expectations were the findings that
the longer the training, the higher the starting occupational
level, (p 4 .001) ; and the older the C.D.O. was when he
began working, the more money he received for his work
(p 4. .001) . But we found that the C.D.O.s tended to leave
school almost at or near the minimal school leaving age
and that they started their first full-time gainful
employment at a mean age of 16.4 years, with a median of
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15.5 years and a standard deviation of 2.3 years (N=212)

.

Seventy-two of the subjects (32.1%) had started their first
full time jobs by the age of 15, while 89 (42%) had left
school at the age of 14 and another 53 (25%) had left
school at the of 15. This would suggest, then, that nearly
all C.D.O.s' who began working under the age of 15 did so
within one year of leaving school. We have no direct or
relevant data from other studies with which to compare our
finding that about one-third of the C.D.O.s had begun work-
ing full time by the age of 15, but even allowing for the
age factor, the suggestion is that the men in our sample
tended to start to work earlier than the general popula-
tion. These findings give us substantial reason to doubt
the popular myth that chronic drunks have "always" been
"no good bums", since it appears that the men in our sample
tended to have become "productive" members of society at an
earlier age than might otheirwise be expected.

Nevertheless, a negative finding which again is
significant for our interpretation of chronic drunkenness
in terms of limited means to upward mobility was that there
was no significant difference between present age groups as
to the age at which the chronic drunkenness offender began
full time employment. Because of the general increase in
society's evaluation of formal education (as manifested,
for example, in the raising of the legitimate school-
leaving age) we might reasonably expect that the older men
in our sample would have begun working at an earlier age
than did the younger ones

.

However, though the trend was not highly significant
( . 05 < p . 10) , we found the tendency in our sample to be in
the opposite direction to the expected trend, since the
older C.D.O.s tended to start their first full-time jobs
at a slightly later age than did the younger C.D.O.s,
Similarly, although the difference did not prove to be
statistically significant, we found a tendency for the
older C.D.O.s to have had a higher level first full-time
job. Moreover, there was no significant association between
present age and income from first full-time job, although
we would expect the younger men to have had higher initial
earnings in keeping with the general trend toward higher
wages. This secular trend was undoubtedly counteracted
in our calculations by the fact that the younger men in
our sample tended to start their first full time jobs
earlier and at lower levels than did the older C.D.O.s.
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Mobility

Having looked at the initial employment experiences
of the chronic drunkenness offenders in our sample^ let us
now examine the subsequent economic careers of the C.D.O.s
in terms of < occupational mobility. As Parsons (68), Merton
(62) , and others have suggested, "upward mobility" is the
expected pattern in our society where success and achievement
are highly valued; that is, each man is expected to rise above
his father’s occupational level and to be vertically mobile
within his own occupational career. Since we selected our
sample at a point in the men's careers at which they found
themselves at the bottom of the socio-economic scale by
reason of chronic arrest and incarceration for drunkenness,
the finding that the C.D.O.s had encountered downward
mobility is not surprising. The major problem then, becomes
one of plotting the course which their economic careers took
in order for them to arrive at this point.

Two prevalent, and yet somewhat conflicting popular
myths exist about the economic mobility pattern of the Skid
Row "bum" . On the one hand, there is the idea that the
Skid Row population derives essentially from the "dregs" of
society and that these men required little additional sociali-
zation to adapt to this pattern of association and life style.
This assumption is questionable in its most literal form,
since, as structural-functional theorists would point out,
the Skid Row "society" being an all-male agglomeration,
does not acquire new members through endogamous reproduction.
The Skid Row society then, relies upon recruitment of its
members from outside the group; it is possible, however,
that these recruits come from the lowest strata of the
larger society. This is the contention of several
writers, (13,72, 6i , and it is consistent with the
Mertonian (62) interpretation of 'retreatism' in terms
of low access to the objective means to success.

The other, rather romantic, myth about Skid Row is
that it is comprised of "tragic heroes" who, having risen
to great heights of success, suddenly, through the forces
of fate or personal misfortune - or simply through their
dependence in alcohol - have fallen into the depths of
disgrace on Skid Row.

Like most myths, these hypotheses about the career
of the Skid Row inhabitant contain elements of validity
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though perhaps for only the minority of exceptional cases.
In actuality the total picture is considerably more complica-
ted/ since the sequence of events and background factors
which lead to Skid Row appear to be multiple and differentiated
for the various segments of this population.

The literature on the employment history of the
alcoholic presents a picture of an economically deprived
background and deficient occupational training resulting
in limited opportunities for advancement and relatively low
aspirations for economic success. Interestingly enough, our
findings indicated that whether or not the C.D.O. had high
aspirations for occupational achievement was a relatively
insignificant factor in determining his employment career;
that iS/ the C.D.O. with specific job aspirations was no
more likely to have encountered upward mobility than was
the man without such aspirations. However, we cannot
discount the possibility that in retrospectively recalling
the earlier stages of their training and work careers the
subjects may have introduced, ex post facto , aspirations
for achievement which were not actually present at the
earlier point in time. In fact, we found that the aspira-
tions regarding specific occupations were relatively low
for the chronic drunkenness offenders in our sample, since
these goals did not differ significantly from their first
occupations. However, there was the clear suggestion that
the C.D.O. s were, in Merton's (62) terms, "conformist" in
their orientation toward societal values regarding occupa-
tional achievement, since they tended overwhelmingly
(p<.001) to perceive and rate their "highest occupation"
(as measured by Rogoff's (82) scale and Blishen's (12)
ranks) as their "best" job. These findings suggest some
substantiation for Merton's (62) and Hochwald's (37) claim
that alcoholics are able to visualize goals adequately but
find themselves unable to obtain them by either legitimate
or illegitimate means.

Bahr's (6) recent study of Bowery men employs the
Mertonian (62) "anomie" framework to analyse data on
aspirations and achievement, and concludes that Skid Row
men are more often characterized by low aspirations than
by frustrated high aspirations. There is some indication,
similar to our findings, that high aspirers in the Bowery
sample actually were better educated than men who reported
either low aspirations or no aspirations, but at the same
time, men who aspired to low status occupational positions
were more likely to have achieved their goals than were
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men who had had more lofty expectations for success. These
findings, like our own, suggest that the individual's
perception of his opportunity to achieve may be as important
as the more objective means to success which the classical
anomie framework takes to be primary.

In the literature on alcoholism, a great deal of
attention has been directed to the actual occupational
level of different "problem drinking"populations . Some
authors, including Jellinek (43) , Izakson (40) and Bernsten
(9) describe the findings only of the particular population
they studied. Those authors who relate their sample to the
general population (14, 28, 95, 103, 109) all find that the
alcoholics have a higher concentration in the lower levels
of the occupational scale. Sariola (87) , Bresard (15) , and
Yamamuro (117) suggest that this phenomenon is not restricted
to North America. Other studies (5, 15, 41, 115, 118) compar-
ing different problem drinking populations have reported that
there are significant differences in occupational levels
between such groups with the more severe or advanced problem
drinkers being over-represented in the lower occupations.
In both groups of findings, but particularly the latter,
it should be noted that the occupational status of the
problem drinkers is that which was reported at the time of
the study. Since downward economic mobility is typical of
the occupational careers of chronic alcoholics, this may be
a distorted picture.

In our analysis of the distribution of occupations
of the chronic drunkenness offender sample, two classifi-
cation systanswere employed: the Rogoff scale (82) modified
version of the occupational scales constructed by Warner,
and the Blishen ranks (12) , Two procedures were employed
for a number of reasons. Firstly, most of the comparative
data on other than general population figures were based
on American populations and hence involved the Rogoff,
or a similar scale based on American data. The
Blishen ranks on the other hand are actually derived from
Canadian data (26^) . Secondly, while the Rogoff scale
categories are broadly descriptive, the Blishen ranks are
more manageable since they utilize a virtually exhaustive
and more definitive classified list of individual occupa-
tions. Thirdly, the Blishen ranks are manifestly a
measure of socio-economic status, since the rankings are
based on educational and income levels; also this system
consists of a predetermined number of groups, which makes
it very easily adaptable for statistical analysis.
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Table IX - 12 shows a direct comparison of the
distribution of our sample by occupation as calculated
by the two scales. Statistical analysis was carried out,
and it is evident that^ marked agreement exists, indicating
that the two' sets of categories are reasonably comparable
and that the coders were consistent in their assignments.
(r= .80, p < .001)

.

TABLE IX - 11

C.D.O.'S HIGHEST OCCUPATIONAL STATUS
(ROGOFF'S SCALE)

Category Number '

-j: =f
%

Professional 2 .9

Semi-professional 1 .4

Managers, proprietors, etc. 12 5.4
Clerical & sales 30 13.4
Skilled 72 32.1
Semi-skilled 46 20.5
Protective 'Service 2 .9

Other Service 5 2.2
Unskilled^ 34 15.2
N.A. 20 8.9

Total 224 99.9
- . . - .

^"Unskilled" category includes all farm labourers.

TABLE IX - 12

COMPARISON: C.D.O.S' OCCUPATIONAL STATUS,
(EMPLOYING BLISHEN'S CLASSES AND ROGOFF'S STATUSES)

^ "Unskilled" category includes all farm labourers
^ "N.A.s" have been excluded.

(r = + .798)
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Using the Blishen ranhs, which are derived from
Canadian census data, a comparison was made between the
highest ranking occupations achieved during their working
lives by the C.D.O. sample and the current occupational
distribution 'of the Canadian adult male population.
Table IX - 13, which shows the observed as compared with
the expected frequencies, indicates a highly significant
difference (p^.OOl), with the C.D.O.s significantly under-
represented in the higher class 2 and at the same time
significantly over-represented in the lower class 6. When
we control for age, however, we find internal differences
within the sample group: in the younger age group (21-45
years) the differences were more significant (p<i.01) than in
the older age group (45+ years) , (p^.05) . In the younger
group, the C.D.O.s were significantly under-represented in
the higher class 2 (p C.OOl) and over-represented in the
lower class 6 (p-il .01) . However, in the older group.

TABLE IX - 13

C.D.O.S' OCCUPATIONAL STATUS: C.D.O.S COMPARED WITH GENERAL
ADULT MALE POPULATION OF CANADA OVER AGE 20^ USING
BLISHEN' S CLASSES

(Percentage)

Class (Blishen) C.D.O.s
General
Population 2

X"^ P

1

2

3

4
5

6

7

Total (number)

X^=:

.5
4.4
3.4
6.4

36.8
30.9
17.6

(204)

56.46, 6 d.

1.3
13.2
4.0
5.1

40.0
17.2
19.4

(3,729,024)

f . , p < . 001

0.98
8.19
0.18
4.36
0.46
21.96
0.33

not significant
.01

not significant
.05

not significant
.001

not significant

1

^ Census of Canada, 1951 (the 1951 Census was employed
in order to ensure comparability to Blishen' s ranks,
which were based on these data)

.

b N.A.s" excluded.
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the only significant difference appears in the over-
representation of the C.D.O.s in the median class 4

(p C.05)

.

There is again the strong indication that the
older C.D.O.s are somewhat less different from the general adult
male population than are the younger C.D.O.s as was the case
with education. The younger group appear to have achieved
less in terms of occupational rank than the general adult
male population, while for the older group the only
statistically significant difference from the general
population is an over-representation in the class which
is comprised mainly of skilled craftsmen and white collar
workers

.

However, it might be pointed out in passing that
the occupational categories of skilled craftsmen and clerical
workers have, in some sense, lost prestige and importance
since the implementation of advanced technological means of
performing the tasks which were formerly their domain. In
this sense, then, these older men in class 2 may be in fact
members of a "dispossessed" occupational class and downward
mobility may have been inherent in the occupations themselves
as they have lost status over time.

When we compare our C.D.O. sample with other selected
alcoholic samples taken from the literature, using Rogoff's
occupational scale, we find, as Table IX - 14 indicates,
that in each case the C.D.O. sample exhibits a significantly
greater proportion of men in the categories of skilled labour
or higher and, correspondingly, a lesser proportion in those
occupational categories ranking below skilled labour.
LoCicero _et aJ. (51) did find that in the Philadelphia Skid
Row population, nearly two thirds were trained for occupations
at the level of skilled labour or higher, but that as a rule
they had not held their longest jobs at this level.
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TABLE IX - 14

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTIONS: SELECTED ALCOHOLIC GROUPS

(Percentage)

Occupational
Category^ Alcoholic Groups

Misdemeanants^ Homeless Men*^ Hhebriates^

9

1

ic.D.O.e

Professional &
Semi-Professional

2.0

Y 3.5
3.8 1.5

Managerial 2.8 J - 5.9

Clerical & Sales 5.6 9.5 3.8 14.7

Skilled 20.6 21.2 35.2

V 53.5
/

Unskilled 29.3
J

32.7 26.0

Labourers 39.7 33.5 38.5 16.7

Total^ (number) (978) (200) (52) ((204)

^ Certain occupational categories have been combined
in order to produce comparable classifications

^ Ullman ^ aJ. (108)

^ Straus (94)

^ Kantor (47)

^ This study

f "N.A.s" have been excluded from the calculations
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Another comparison was made between the occupational
distribution of the chronic drunkenness offenders and that
of the Brookside Clinic patients. Table IX - 15 shows that
the two sample populations are markedly different, though
it should be noted at this junctT'.re that the clinic sample
has a higher' occupational ranking than the general population.
The differences between the two sample populations are not
simple linear ones, however, for we find that the C.D.O.s
are under-represented in the top three occupational categories
as well as in the lowest category, while they are greatly
over-represented in the categories of skilled and semi-skilled
labour.

TABLE IX - 15

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION: C.D.O.S COMPARED WITH BROOKSIDE
CLINIC PATIENTS (Percentage)

Occupation :

1

C.D.O. Brookside x2 P

Professional
1

1.5 6.3 8.54 .01

Managerial 5.9 10.0 2.74 not significant

Clerical & Sales 14.7 25.6 9.57 .01

Skilled &
Semi-Skilled 61.2 37.5 31.42 .001

Unskilled 16.7 20.6 1.49 not significant

Total (number) (204) (378)

To this point, we have been looking at the employment
record of the chronic drunkennes offenders in relatively static
terms by focussing on the highest occupations they attained.
One of the major limitations of the literature on the economic
characteristics of alcoholic and Skid Row populations is the
failure to look at these populations as being in a continuing
process or else failure to specify the point in time at which
the process is being examined. Straus and Bacon's (95) observa-
tion that the population they examined shows a marked degree
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of stability may be quite valid, but probably the description
does not apply to less advanced problem drinkers on the one
hand or to Skid Row alcoholics on the other. The conclusion
made by Srole et _al (91) that the downwardly mobile man is
more likely to be an alcoholic is subject to a similar
criticism since the population is examined at a point in
the careers after downward mobility has already begun.
Bogue (13) and Bahr (6) are among the few writers who have
seriously attempted to analyse the occupational mobility of
Skid Row men over time. Bogue found the most typical
patterns to be continuously downward mobility, and slight
upward mobility followed by extended downward mobility.

Bahr discovered the picture to be somewhat more
complex for his New York sample of Skid Row men, but the
most frequently occurring pattern, which characterized one
fifth of his respondents, was downward mobility only, with
the up-then-down career accounting for an additional sixth
of the sample. Nevertheless, 30 to 45 per cent of the
sample manifested more complicated patterns, some with as
many as 8 significant changes in direction of occupational
mobility.

The employment career of the chronic drunkenness
offender prior to the onset of permanent downward mobility
would appear to have two main dimensions. One is the
evident vertical mobility (upwards and/or downwards)
relative to the subject's own occupational status at a prior
point in time and also relative to the occupational rank of
others in his family of orientation, especially his father.
Directly related to vertical mobility is the second aspect,
namely degree of stability and horizontal mobility in the
employment history. Thus, the following section will deal
with the C.D.O.s’ economic role and performance in terms of
vertical and horizontal mobility within a temporal frame-
work.

Little direct comparative data were available on
other alcoholic populations with respect to vertical
occupational mobility. However, the literature suggests
that alcoholics are less likely than would be expected for
the general population to display upward mobility and
achieving and/or striving types of employment careers,
Brody (16), Clark (18) and Dastyk (20) refer to personality
characteristics as the basic delimiting factor with excessive
drinking being related to these features. Hochwald (37)
further states that alcoholics aspire to upward mobility
but are unable to attain it. Similarly, Merton (62) classifies
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alcoholics as ' retreatists ' who, though they share the
success goal of American society, find themselves unable
to effect the means to this end and, in response, turn to
problem drinking. Straus and Bacon (95) conclude that
clinic alcoholics manifest a "marked degree of occupational
...achievement," while in contrast Pittman and Gordon (7 2)

suggest that the nature of the employment engaged in by
chronic police case inebriates (institutional, dependent,
non-responsible

,
etc.) precludes much upward mobility.

Bogue (13) finds that all segments of his Skid Row popul-
ation show little upward mobility but that men with
drinking problems display an employment pattern which
starts higher, goes up higher, but then drops further.
Bogue maintains that these findings support his general
conclusion that excessive drinking is a manifestation of
underlying personality problems.

In the overall picture, we found that our group
of C.D.O.s did experience some upward mobility prior to their
economic demise. Although they tended to begin their first
jobs at a level lower than the fathers' occupation during
their childhood [62% (N 122) lower and 8% (N - 15) higher,
using Blishen's ranks] many C.D.O.s eventually achieved a

slightly higher occupational level than their fathers,
(39% higher and 36% lower on the Rogoff scale). These findings
are somewhat less definitive than those of Bahr (6) who found
that fully half of his sample showed clearly lower mean
lifetime occupational statuses than their fathers, and only
one fifth had achieved more than their fathers.

However, when we consider the changes that have
occurred from the fathers' generation to the C.D.O.s'
generation in both the general societal devaluation of
certain occupational classes, such as semi-skilled crafts-
men, of whom there are many C.D.O.s., and the increased
and broadened opportunity for formal occupational training,
we can probably conclude that, in relative terms, the
C.D.O.s did not raise their highest occupational level
above that of their fathers. This conclusion is therefore
compatible with the findings of Bresard (15), Pittman and
Gordon (72), Kantor and Blacker (47), and Bahr (6), that
the C.D.O.s' failure to achieve beyond that reached by their
fathers may be attributable as much to personal inadequacies as to
the general socio-economic circumstances of the families. This
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is further reinforced by the finding that the C.D.O.s were
less superior to their fathers than were their sibs (39%
superior and 36% inferior for C.D.O.s; 51% superior and
24% inferior for sibs, using Rogoff's scale) . That is
then, siblings tended to have achieved greater upward
mobility than the C.D.O.s, a finding consistent with those
of Ullman ^ _al (109) .

Looking at the C.D.O.s' vertical mobility pattern
from the point of reference of their own employment career,
we find that here, too, the men exhibited some upward
mobility and that the extent of this mobility was relative
to the point from which they began their employment careers.
That is, the higher the status of the C.D.O.s' initial
full time jobs, the higher the occupational level they
achieved (p .001). In short, using Blishen's scheme, the
higher classes (1-5) show the most upward mobility (especially
in the skilled labour class) and the two lowest occupational
classes (6-7) were the least likely to have experienced any
upward mobility. Table IX - 16 shows the differences between
occupational classes in rates of mobility.

TABLE IX - 16

OCCUPATIONAL CLASS AND OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY

Occupational
Mobility^ Occupational Classes (Blishen)

1 - 4 5 6 7 Total

N % N % N % N %

Upward mobility 15 52 43 52 19 30 - - 77

No Mobility 2 7 14 17 21 33 36 100 73

Downward Mobility 12 41 25 31 23 37 — — 60

Total 29 100 82 100 63 100 36 100 210

= 97.55, 6 d.f ., p< .001

a Only mobility occurring prior to the onset of permanent
downward mobility and chronic unemployment was included.
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Table IX - 17 demonstrates the overall extent of
vertical mobility experienced by the C.D.O. sample taken
as a whole prior to the onset of chronic unemployment and
permanent downward mobility; here again, as in the compari-
son with father's occupational le^.^el, mobility is measured
by improvement between classes of occupation, as measured
by both the Blishen and Rogoff categories. We found that
roughly one third of those answerina displayed upward
mobility (Blishen: 33,2%; Rogoff: 36,1%; about one third
experienced no mobility (Blishen: 37.1% Rogoff: 33,7%); and the
remainder showed only downward mobility (Blishen: 29.7%;
Rogoff 30.2%)

TABLE IX - 17

OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY

Mobility

!
' "" ' ' ' - - •

Blishen' s Ranks Rogoff s Categories

N % N %

No Mobility 75 33.5 (37.1)^ 68 30.4 (33.7)

One class upwards

Two or more classes

37 16.5)
((33.2)

23 *00

•O1
—

1

.(36.1)

upwards 30 13.4 / 50 22.:^

Downwards only 60 26.8 (29.7) 61 27.2 (30.2)

N.A. 22 9,8 22 9.8

Total 224 100.0 224 100.0

a Percentages in brackets are calculated
omitting "N.A.s"
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Stability

The literature suggests that most alcoholics display
a less stable employment pattern than do non-alcoholics
(5, 17, 30, 47, 51, 87) . Zax (118) makes special reference
to the evident geographic mobility of his alcoholic sample.
However, some authors (56, 96) qualify their findings by
stating that these men display a period of marked stability
prior to the onset of problem drinking and unemployment.
Pittman and Gordon (72) found a mixed picture with some men
in their sample showing definite employment stability.

In order to analyse the economic stability of the
chronic drunkenness offenders in our sample prior to the
onset of downward mobility, job tenure was considered in
relation to selected other items. However, it is difficult
to make inferences about the significance of the number of
jobs held by the C.D.O.s prior to that time, since in our
society both "too few" jobs and "too many" jobs may be
considered an unstable work pattern. Nevertheless, the
mean number of jobs for the men in the C.D.O. sample, in
this earlier period of their lives was 6.4, with a median
of 4.8 and standard deviation of 3.7. The picture becomes
somewhat more meaningful when we make internal comparisons
on the basis of age, since we find that the common-sense
expectation that the older C.D.O.s would be likely to have
had more jobs does not hold. Moreover, the fewer jobs a
C.D.O. had had, the younger he was when economic inactivity
first occurred (p4 .001) . These findings again support
the conclusion that the more recent and younger entrants
into the C.D.O. population display a less stable economic
background than the "old guard" of Skid Row.

To begin with, we found that the C.D.O.s (N=199)
began their longest held job at a mean age of 24.2 years
(median: 21.6 years; standard deviation: 7.5 years),
LoCicero _et aJ. (51) also obtained information on the
tenure of the longest job for the inhabitants of Philadelphia's
Skid Row. They found that "non-drinkers" tended to hold
their longest jobs for a mean of 11.1 years, "non-spree
drinkers" 10.3 years, and "spree drinkers" 7.6 years.
In respect to longest held job our group of C.D.O.s bears
grestest similarity to the Philadelphia spree-drinking
group, although the categories are not entirely compatible.
Both the C.D.O. and the Philadelphia means are similar to
that reported by Strayer (96) of 7.5 years. These findings
seem to cast some doubt upon the applicability to our sample
of statements made by Bogue (13) and Pittman and Gordon (72)
to the effect that the problem drinker had demonstrated
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marked economic stability prior to the onset of problem
drinking.

As might be expected, the later the C.D.O. started
his first job, the later he started his longest held job
(p <.02) arid also the later he earned his highest pay, since

it was during his longest held job that he earned his highest
pay (p< .0 2) . We noted also that the C.D.O. s with longer
average tenure of jobs are more likely to have received
their highest pay at a later age (p< .001) and also
to have left their longest and highest status job at a
later age (p < .001)

.

However, it is probably significant in this context
that the C.D.O. s, as a rule, did not receive their highest
pay in their highest occupations as rated both by objective
scales and by the subjects themselves. This finding may
lend some credence to the Mertonian (62) interpretation of
deviance in terms of the actor's perception of a discrepancy
between his goals of success and his opportunity for and
evidence of achievement, since as we pointed out earlier the
C.D.O.s do in fact seem to share the value that the larger
society attaches to socio-economic success. Hence the
realization that the jobs that they and society consider
more prestigious did not afford them the kind of monetary
success they might have expected may have discouraged
these men from further pursuing work along those lines.
This interpretation would be especially relevant to those
C.D.O.s who had come from urban areas since, as was pointed
out in the section on the community backgrounds, the men
who were raised in Toronto were more likely to have had
specific occupational goals, in contrast to the Maritimers
who tended to recall only very diffuse and vague aspira-
tions, such as for "happiness"

.

Furthermore, we found that the earlier the chronic
drunkenness offender started his longest held job, the
earlier he left it (p<.01), which suggests that some
C.D.O.s may have been unable for personality reasons to
stay in a single job for a protracted period of time.
However, once again we find a differentiation within
the C.D.O. sample on the basis of age, since the older
men were much more likely than the younger ones to have
had longer tenure of their most stable jobs (p<.001) .

The mean tenure of longest job for the youngest men in
the sample (25 to 30 years) was only 2.4 years, while for
the group over 35 years, it was 10.7 years. The younger
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men in the sample were also much more likely to have had
a shorter average job tenure. The mean duration of job
tenure for those aged 21 to 40 years was 2.2 years, for
the 41 to 50 years age group it was 3.6 years, and for
the 51 years and over group it was 4.2 years. (p< .001).

Younger men seem to be entering the C.D.O. popula-
tion at so early an age as to almost preclude even the
opportunity to hold a job for any substantial length of
time. The finding that the older chronic drunkenness
offenders appear to have had a more stable employment
history prior to their occupational decline is compatible
with Pittman and Gordon's (72) "late Skid" pattern.
There is also evidence from our data to suggest that
Pittman and Gordon's "early Skid" pattern pertains to the
"early starters" in our sample. We found, for example,
that the earlier heavy drinking occurred, the shorter the
tenure of the longest job and vice versa (p< .001).
Similarly, the earlier the C.D.O. experienced his first
arrest for drunkenness, the more likely he was to have had
a short tenure of his longest job (p< .02).

The C.D.O. who had the shorter average tenure of
employment in his full time jobs was likely to have
experienced earlier onset of heavy drinking (p< .001)

,
earlier

first adult arrest (p< .001), and earlier first arrest for
drunkenness (p< .001) than were those C.D.O. s with a more
stable employment history. In short, the C.D.O. s with the
shorter average job tenure were less likely to have
experienced upward mobility than those with longer average
tenure (p< .05), and were much more likely to have experienced
the onset of permanent downward mobility at an earlier age
(p< .001).

The frequency of occurrence of periods of
unemployment was also examined as evidence of instability
prior to the onset of permanent downward mobility and
chronic unemployment. The overall distribution shows
that 4 out of 5 C.D.O. s (79.9%) experienced some unemploy-
ment prior to their occupational decline.

However, the specific forms and duration of
unemployment showed considerable variation, with some of it
probably related to the vagaries of the type of work engaged
in (e.g. casual and seasonal labor). For example, 20.1%
(one quarter of those experiencing unemployment) had only
periods of less than one month, while another 25.4% had
only one period of more than one month. The remaining 34.4%
reported several to many periods of unemployment lasting
more than one month.
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It is not surprising that the group experiencing greater
amounts of seasonal and casual work is also the group that
encountered the greatest amount of unemployment (p< .001).

Moreover, those with the more and longer periods of unemploy-
ment were more likely to have been arrested at an earlier
age (p < .02). However, it is interesting that no significant
differences- exist between age groups and the amount of
unemployment preceding permanent downward mobility. Aside
from the straight age factor, we would expect on a common-
sense basis that the widespread economic depression of the
thirties would have affected those over the median age of the
sample so as to increase the probability of their having
experienced extensive periods of unemployment. That this
differentiation on the basis of age did not appear in our
sample suggests further the greater economic instability
of the more recent, younger members of this population.

There was some indication that employment stability
was related to another measure of social stability, namely
marital status, since the married C.D.O. was much more
likely to have had a longer tenure of longest job than the
non-married (p < .001)

,
and the longer the C.D.O. marriage

lasted the longer was the tenure of his most stable job
(p < .001). Moreover, those who married were more likely
to have had a longer average job tenure than those who
didn't marry (p< .001). However, closer examination shows
that the relationship is not a simple one since we find that
no significant differences exist between the non-married
and those married less than 11 years. The smallest significant
difference exists between the "short marriage" and the "long
marriage" groups (p< .02), while the largest difference occurs
between the "long married" group (over 10 years) and the non-
married (p< .01). V^e also found that those men who had never
married were more likely to have encountered chronic
unemployment at an early age (p<.001). The difference exists
between the "non-marrieds " and all "married^" but it is
significantly greater between the "non-marrieds" and those
C.D.O. s who had been married for a time exceeding the median
duration for the sample. It appears that for marital status
to be significantly associated with economic stability, the
marital relationship itself had to have been relatively stable.

Although marital stability appears to have been a
somewhat stabilizing factor in the employment careers of the
C.D.O. s, we cannot infer the converse, for although 82 men
in our sample had never been married, only 22 of these (26.8%)
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gave economic reasons as the explanation for their never
having married. Economic factors apparently played virtually
no part at all in the breakup of the marriages of the C.D.O.s
questioned, since only one man attributed his marital diff-
iculties to gconomic causes.

Other indices of social stability which are more
directly related to economic stability are property owner-
ship and financial security. We did find significant
differences between age groups regarding property ownership,
since the C.D.O.s over age 50 years were more likely to have
owned property in the past. Moreover, the Maritimers, who
also tended to be younger, were the least likely to have ever
owned any property, while those C.D.O.s who came to Toronto
from other parts of Ontario were the most likely to have at
one time owned real estate and/or a car (p <^’.02 and p <^".01,

respectively) . Interestingly enough, while far more men had
owned cars than property (129 compared with 55) , virtually
all those who had held property had also owned cars. There
was apparently no significant difference in age groups as to
the likelihood of having owned a car in the past, but we did find
that those who owned a car were likely to have entered the
pattern of heavy drinking at a later age than those who never
owned a car (p <.05)

.

This finding may be connected with the
greater necessity for private means of transportation in non-
urban areas, where many of the "late starters" in the sample
have been shown to come from.

Although our findings show that only 26.5 per cent
of the sample had ever owned any real estate, we have no
basis on which to compare these data with the general pop-
ulation. Differentiating within the sample itself in terms
of kinds of ownership, however, we find that fully 57 per
cent of the C.D.O.s who had had property had purchased it
themselves, while the other 43 per cent had inherited it;
moveover, 72 per cent had been sole owners, while only
28 per cent had held their property on a shared basis.
The findings suggest a fairly high degree of past economic
initiative and stability among the older men, especially
those from parts of Ontario other than Toronto. It is
interesting that although property owners were more likely
to have come from parts of Ontario other than Toronto, more
than half of those who owned property owned urban homes
(59%) or urban business property (8%) while only 33 per cent
had held rural possessions. This suggests that at least
some of the C.D.O.s who had migrated to Toronto from less
urbanized areas had become fairly well established in the
large city prior to their occupational decline.
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Looking at evidence of financial security in the
economic background of the C.D.O.s^ we find that 82.8 per
cent of the sample had once held bank accounts^ and 5.6
per cent still did. Of these 11 men, 6 were still part of
the hon-Skid Row society at the time of the survey, while,
surprisingly, enough, 5 were integrated members of the Skid
Row way of life. However, in the majority of cases it is
reasonable to assume that the bank account was held during
the pre-Skid Row "stable" period of economic activity.

A look at the possession of life insurance reveals
a somewhat dependent financial position assumed by the
C.D.O.s. Of the 155 subjects who responded to this item
64.6 per cent had ever held a life insurance policy. Neaitly
half of the past cases involved some one other than the
C.D.O. himself paying the premiums. On the other hand, it
was interesting to discover that 7 men were still paying their
own life insurance premiums. These findings suggest that
that there was a rather wide range of financial security and
independence in the history of the C.D.O.s in our sample.

Further to the question of economic stability, there
appears to be a highly significant relationship between the
nature of the work engaged in and the duration of tenure of
employment. For example, the C.D.O. with short job tenure
tended to be much more geographically mobile than the C.D.O.
with long job tenure. (p . 001) .

This relationship probably results largely from the
type of work being seasonal and non-urban such as crop-
harvesting, fruit-picking, logging and mining. The work
setting would have been predominantly or exclusively male
and heavy drinking a normative pastime. We did find, in
fact, that C.D.O.s with a continuous employment history
of casual seasonal work were much more likely to have had
very short job tenure (p < .01) . Moreover, chronic
drunkenness offenders born and raised in the Maritime Provinces
where primary industry predominates, were more likely to have
spent a substantial amount of time in all-male work settings
(p < . 01) .

The significance of work in all-male settings
cannot be interpreted simply, however. The literature on
Skid Row alcoholics tends to emphasize the dependency situa-
tion of work in remote and "total" institutions where the
worker is provided with food and housing and works under
close direction. However, another important feature of
work in all-male settings is that the skills involved are
often not marketable in an urban setting. Since most all-
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male work crews are involved with primary industries, such
as mining and logging, the skills acquired may not be readily
adaptable to urban work settings where industry is, as we
have noted previously, mostly of the secondary (manufacturing)
and tertiary (service) types. The same non-transferable
quality is probably characteristic of skills required in the
armed forces,' in which many of the middle-aged and older
C.D.O.s had served.

As Tilly and Brown (104) have pointed out, the less
adaptable or flexible the employment skills, the greater is
the probability that geographic mobility will be associated
with personal disruption, especially when long-distance
migration results in the severing of primary ties:

Those rupturing close-knit networks of kinship
at migration presumably undergo a much greater
change in their ways of facing these problems
(i.e. assuring a source of income, finding shelter,
acquiring commodities, establishing supplies of
advice, information and emotional support) than
those not rupturing them and often register the
cost of the changes in personal discontent and
disorganization. But the cost, the consequent
upset, the time and energy required to establish
new means of: meeting these problems are greatest
for those who bring with them the least trans-
ferable skill, knowledge and power. When migra-
tion does cut kinship ties, we might therefore
expect it to cause greater disruption among
lower-ranking migrants, those with little urban
experience, those suffering discrimination, and
those at the extremes of age (p7)

,

On this basis, then, we could predict some degree
of personal maladjustment to life in the city from the
characteristics of the employment skills of the men in
the sample, without reference tn the so-called "dependency
needs" served by all-male work situations.

Moreover, in our sample we also found that many of
the men had for some time engaged in those independent types
of labour where the individual is obliged to seek out his
own jobs as a relatively unskilled painter, construction
worker or handyman. Because of the day-to-day uncertainty
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involved in obtaining such work, the employment careers of
these men tends to have been sporadic and unstable almost
from the start. The concept of mobility of employment
skills is probably applicable here as well since both the
types of work and the informal contacts required for getting
work are often in some degree situation-specific; that is,

the behaviour patterns required and acquired on a particular
job are not as readily adaptable to other employment
situations as are skills developed through formal education
and/or skilled technical training.

Our findings for the C.D.O.s do in fact support this
interpretation of a relationship between the low-ranking
types of employment, such as unskilled and casual work, and
economic instability. We found that the man with little or
no evidence of casual and seasonal work prior to the onset
of permanent downward mobility held his longest job for a
much greater length of time (.02%. p ';,01) , and was much
more likely to have reached a higher occupational level
than did his counterpart with an unstable background
(p <.001) .

Nor is it surprising that the C.D.O. whose work
history was comprised of casual and seasonal types of
employment encountered the problem of unemployment earlier
than the C.D.O. whose economic history was basically stable
(p <;;'.001) . In fact, the longer and more frequent were the
periods of unemployment in the work career of the C.D.O. the
earlier regular employment ceased (p/.OOl)

.

Downward Mobility

Our findings suggest a complex relationship between
downward mobility and social stability, since it appears that
the highest occupation that the C.D.O. attained was marked by
a higher level of personal disorganization than any previous
period in his work career. We found that the onset of loss
of control over drinking (p q .001) and the first arrest for
drunkenness (p -^.001) were most likely to have occurred during
occupancy of the highest occupation. Sixty-eight per
cent of those answering stated that they were at a higher
occupational level when loss of control over drinking occurred
than when downward mobility started; while 30 per cent said
they were at the same level and only 6 per cent said they
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were in a lower occupation (p <.05) . The overwhelming
proportion of the men experienced heavy drinking (as
distinct from loss of control) prior to the onset of casual
and seasonal employment (133, or 71% of 188 subjects report-
ing) . These findings are consistent with Jellinek's (42)

conclusion that excessive drinking interferes with economic
advancement. It should also be noted that 89.5 per cent
of the C.D.O.s went steadily down the occupational scale once
they became downwardly mobile; only 10.5 per cent were able to
reverse the process and regain a previously-held level before
starting down again.

The evidence clearly suggests that problem drinking
was a major factor in the precipitation of downward mobility
and the pattern of arrest for chronic inebriation, but that
heavy drinking itself may have been related in part to
employment features. Since we found that the turning point
in stability seems to have occurred during the C.D.O.s'
highest occupation, it would almost seem that those men had
reached the limit of their potential for upward mobility and
that subsequent events easily dislodged them from these
precarious positions.

It is not surprising, however, that the higher the
highest occupation of the C.D.O. the more economically and
socially stable he was likely to have been for a longer
period of time. For example, the highest occupational class
groups (clerical and sales or higher) were likely to have
experienced chronic unemployment later in their careers than
the lowest occupational class group (unskilled labour)
(p < .01) .

Using ownership of an automobile as an index of
economic stability, we found that those in the higher
occupational levels (Blishen's classes 1-5) were more
likely to have owned cars, while the lowest group (class 7)
were least likely (p <..02) , and that the same pattern per-
tained to possession of a driver's licence (p <.01) . Also,
the lower occupational groups were likely to have been
arrested for drunkenness at an earlier age than those in
the higher occupational levels (p <.02)

.

Moreover, the
C.D.O.s in the lowest occupational class (Blishen's class 7)

were considerably over-represented as having engaged in
seasonal and casual labour prior to the onset of downward
mobility while those in classes 1 to 5 were under-represented
(p < .001)

.
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When we analysed the data in terms of an "early-
late" typology establishing each C.D.O/s age at entering
the C.D.O. pattern (heavy drinking, arrest and downward
economic mobility) relative to the group, we found no
significant association with level of occupation achieved.
However, controlling for age revealed that in the younger
C.D.O. group the "early starters" were over-represented
in the lower occupational classes (p <.05)

.

Table IX - 18 shows the frequency distribution of
the sample according to the age at which the chronic drunken-
ness offenders encountered the onset of permanent downward
mobility.

TABLE IX - 18

AGE AT ONSET OF DOWNWARD MOBILITY

Age Number Percent

Under 21 7 3.1
21 - 25 11 4.9
26 - 30 30 13.4
31 - 35 36 16.1
36 - 40 39 17.4
41 - 45 36 16.1
46 - 50 24 10.7
51 - 55 12 5.4
56 and over 6 2.7
N.A. 23 10.3

Total 224 100.1

Mean

:

37.7 years
Median

:

35.2 years
Standard Deviation

:

9.4 years

As was suggested above, the data again indicate
that the younger C.D.O. s encountered chronic unemployment
at a much earlier age than did the older ones (p^" .001) .

There was a correlation of +.501 (p<.001) between present
age at the time of investigation and age at onset of
relatively unreveraed downward mobility. Once again we
find that the younger men tended to be more economically
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and socially vulnerable when they were ill-equipped with
occupational skills. In the older group on the other hand,
there was no significant association between level of
occupation and age at onset of the C.D.O. pattern, which
suggests their instability was less directly attributable
to their employment capabilities. These findings are
consistent with those of Bahr, (6) who found that the
older men in his Skid Row samples had been somewhat more
successful than the younger men in reaching their goals
for occupational success.

Interestingly enough, however, we found no signi-
ficant association between the formal education achieved
by the C.D.O. and the age at which he first encountered
chronic unemployment. But when we included all employ-
ment preparation, such as apprenticeship, we did find
that the better trained the C.D.O. was, the more likely
he was to encounter late onset of chronic unemployment
(p <.05)

.

We also found that age at onset of chronic
unemployment tended to be significantly associated with
two family background factors which would have affected
the C.D.O. s' opportunities to obtain occupational train-
ing. That is, the early onset of unemployment was more
likely to have occurred for C.D.O. s who reported that
they had had incompatible parents (p<;^.001) and whose
family of orientation had broken up early (p<;.001) . It
will also be recalled that the age at which the C.D.O.
left home tended to be associated with the level of
education he achieved (p<.05).

Consistent with the association between training
and age at chronic unemployment is the expected finding
mentioned earlier, that the highest occupational class
groups (clerical and sales or higher) , were likely to
encounter economic inactivity later than were the lowest
class groups (unskilled labor) (p<.01).

We may also look at financial gain as an index
of both the occupational achievement and the economic
stability of the C.D.O. s. We have already mentioned the
curious finding that it was not during their highest
ranking occupations that most C.D.O.s obtained the highest
pay. Another interesting finding was that the youngest
C.D.O.s reached a higher pay level than the oldest, but
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not exceeding that of the middle-aged group (p < .01) . This
differs somewhat to our other findings, which suggest that
the younger C.D.O.s are not as well equipped with employment
skills and did not reach as high a level in their occupational
careers. The probable explanation for this is that the
younger ChD.O.s benefited from the general upward trend in
wages following World War II. This interpretation is
substantiated when we look at the age at which the C.D.O.s
received their highest pay, for the youngest received their
highest pay at a younger age than did the oldest C.D.O.s
(p < .001)

.

We note further that the youngest C.D.O.s started
their longest job earlier and received their highest pay
earlier than did the older C.D.O.s (p < .01). Moreover,
the longer the C.D.O. stayed in his highest occupation, the
older he was when he received his highest pay (p < .001)

.

These findings suggest that the oldest C.D.O.s took
longer to achieve their highest pay level, because of their
longer training period and longer job tenure, but that the
absolute amount earned was not correspondingly larger than
that achieved by the younger C.D.O.s due, undoubtedly, to
the difference in the general income levels between their
generation and that of the younger C.D.O.s. Once again,
we have support for the conclusion that the younger members
of the C.D.O. population tend to be less economically stable
than the older and especially the middle-aged men in the
sample

.

Perhaps the most dramatic sequence in the economic
career of the chronic drunkenness offender is the
deterioration of his occupational performance. Of course,
as we have suggested throughout

,
this occurrence must be

seen as the culmination of a more basic and cumulative process.
There are several forms which this economic career may have
taken. The process may have consisted of a long and gradual
decline of productive capacities attributable to basic
inadequacies of personality and/or employment skills. Or
it may be described as a rather mediocre but stable economic
career which has been interrupted by some disruptive event in the
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latter part of the employment history. Or the employment
history may have been characterized by rather marked
upward mobility followed by even more dramatic decline.
Or, finally, the C.D.O.'s economic career may have been
marginal frdm the start, being characterized by a rather
unstable admixture of legitimate and illegitimate activities.

What the men in our sample all have in common how-
ever, is eventual downward mobility. As we pointed out
earlier, no one begins his life as a C.D.O. or a Skid Row
alcoholic - they all "end up" there. All members of the
sample, including the chronically ill (e.g. epileptic)
and mentally deficient, have been gainfully employed at
one time. Thus this period of acute downward mobility
manifested by chronic unemployment and casual work is of
major importance in the understanding of the C.D.O. - Skid
Row alcoholic phenomenon. The most significant finding
in this respect, although the most unsettling one from the
point of view of an economic explanation of chronic drunken-
ness, is that problem drinking appears to be the first step
in the course of downward mobility for more than two-thirds
of the C . D.O . s

.

However, even though the final explanation and most
meaningful interpretation of this vital stage may lie in
the psycho-social area, the economic experiences are integral.
We found, for example, that if heavy drinking occurred before
the onset of casual and seasonal work, the men were more
likely to experience chronic unemployment at a later stage
in their economic careers. But if the C.D.O.s already
engaged in casual and seasonal employment before the onset
of heavy drinking, they were more likely to encounter early
chronic unemployment. It is primarily to this latter
segment of the C.D.O. population, although it represents
only about one-third of our sample, that explanations
of the heavy drinking itself in terms of broad economic
factors are most likely to apply.

To differentiate between the careers of the chronic
drunkenness offenders in terms of the sequence of employment
instability and problem drinking is probably largely an
analytical distinction since we have found that no clear-
cut stages in the cumulative process can be delineated.
However, it may be useful to discriminate four career
patterns accordi ng to the time of onset of heavy drinking
associated with arrest for chronic drunkenness, and the
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record of criminal deviance other than that associated

directly with drinking.

The first of these patterns may be referred to as
the early deviant . It is not surprising that the men who
early entered the chronic drunkenness offender pattern tend
to be among the younger (under 45) members of the C.D.O.
sample. This category of men also exhibits an early pattern
of juvenile delinquency, or crime in young adulthood which
seems to have resulted in an unstable employment history
early on, and we find that in most cases, unskilled
and sporadic employment preceded or was contemporaneous
with heavy problem drinking. Interestingly enough, this
pattern is exhibited by both young men who have been raised
in Toronto or other large cities and by those migrating to
Toronto from the Maritime provinces. These men seem to
have "got off on the wrong foot" at an early age and to
have compounded their economic and ]egal vulnerability
with drinking problems.

Case Histories

1. Bill Thompson is a 36-year-old man who has
lived most of his life in the Junction area
of Toronto, where his father is a cabinet
maker with a history of alcoholism. His
formal education was interrupted at the
Grade VII level when he was sent to the
Boys' Training School and subsequently to
Burwash Reformatory on a series of convic-
tions for housebreaking, trespass and
damage, theft, break and enter, and obstruc-
ting police. He served for 4 years in the
Army where he first began to drink. When he
left the military service he married and
began to work as a bricklayer for contractors
for a total of 15 years. This period of work
and marriage was relatively stable until the
age of 35 when he became a self-employed,
contractor and soon lost interest in working,
consequently encountering chronic unemployment
and marital instability. Four years ago he was
arrested for assaulting police and was committed
to Toronto Psychiatric Hospital, after an incident
with his wife concerning another woman. From the
time he stopped working regularly Mr. Thompson
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has devoted more and more of his time and
money to drinking and in the last 3 years has
been convicted on several occasions for public
intoxication. Much of his drinking occurs in
the social context of the Junction bottle gangs.
In summary, this man began and ended (to this
point) his economic career in deviant sub-
cultures within a circumscribed geographic
area, although the nature of the criminal
activities he has engaged in have changed
from relatively serious property or aggressive
crimes, to rather passive*, activities centering
around problem drinking.

2 . John Arthur, aged 72, presents a rather dramatic
example of a career not unlike that of Mr.
Thompson seen at a later point in time. He,
too, has lived most of his life in Toronto where
his father was a barber in the "Cabbage Town"
area of the old East end. Both of the parents
were heavy drinkers and the subj ect was the
oldest of 13 children. He quit school at
Grade V in order to work selling newspapers and
as a house painter, and as a teenager acquired
a juvenile record for breaking and entering.
When he was 22 years old, Mr. Arthur's mother
died and he "began to ramble", both geographically
and socio-economically "on the tramp" . He served
time for assault and robbery, indecent assault,
and spent 10 years in Kingston Penitentiary for
carnal knowledge. From 1930 to the present, Mr.
Arthur has been a "professional panhandler" and
claims not to have engaged in legitimate work
since 1941. Although he began to drink at an
early age and was actually fired for drinking
at age 16, his police record for drunkenness
offences did not begin until 1930, when he had
ceased to engage in regular employment. In
summary, Mr. Arthur's economic career began at
a low level and never rose much above that level
but he did not become a C.D.O. until middle age
although he had had an early record of serious
criminal offences.
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The following case histories provide a picture of the
migrant from the Maritimes, whose employment and police
records were unstable almost from the beginning but for
whom the consequences of unemployment and heavy drinking
have been more personally disorienting in the environment
of the large city:

1. Jim Field/ age 35, was raised in Glace Bay, N.S.,
where his father was a coal miner who drank
heavily on weekend spreest The subject himself
left school in Grade VII in order to work in the
mines, despite the fact that his mother had vague
aspirations for him to become a doctor or lawyer.
He admits that he drank a lot as an adolescent
in the army and merchant marine and was first
arrested for drunkenness at age 15. He was
first arrested for theft in Nova Scotia at
age 23, but has had an extensive criminal record
for property offences since he came to Toronto in
1957. Although he left Nova Scotia because of
lack of work in the mines he claims never to
have been seriously unemployed until he came to
Toronto. Since he came to Toronto his marriage
and family life has become increasingly more
unstable as he and his wife have been drinking
more heavily. The family have gone on welfare
with his four children having become wards of
the Children's Aid Society. In summary, Mr.
Field's economic and drinking careers were never
very stable, but his difficulties, especially
with the law, have been intensified since he
came to Toronto, where he has been unable to
find work.

2. Murray McEachern, age 46, also grew up in Glace
Bay, N.S., where he lived for about 40 years.
His father was a boilermaker for a coal company
and had 10 children. The subject left school
in Grade V in order to work in the mines, where
he was employed for 22 years as an iceman and
miner until his wife was admitted to a mental
institution where she subsequently died. Mr.
McEachern has a police record in Nova Scotia
dating from 1940 for assault, theft, and neglect
of his family, and from 1947 to 1959 he was
engaged solely in casual labor. He claims that
he did not drink heavily until this time and in
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fact his record shows no conviction for
drunkenness until 1951. He came to Toronto
in 1959 and lives, when he is out of jail,
with his brother on Skid Row. Since 1959
he has had an extensive Toronto drunk record.
In summary, Mr. McEachern's economic diff-
iculties seem to have stemmed partly from
his depriving background and lack of employ-
ment skills and partly from disorientation
attributable to psycho-social factors, but
he has become more vulnerable to arrest for
chronic drunkenness since his migration to
Toronto from the Maritimes.

The second type of pattern exhibited by early
entrants to the chronic drunkenness offender pattern
consists of a relatively legitimate but unimpressive
employment history followed by unemployment and then
problem drinking. It is interesting that these men,
who will be referred to as early non-deviants , tended
to come from small towns or rural areas outside Toronto
and that their legal difficulties with drinking became
acute when they came to the city.

1. Fred Clarkson, age 57, came from a "comfortable"
home in Pefferlaw, Ontario, where his father
was a section foreman for the railroad. The
subject left school in Grade XII because of "eye
strain" and "pains in the head" . He has no real
trade and has always engaged in such seasonal and
casual occupations as gardening, painting, and
fruit picking, except for 18 months which he
spent in the Army, where he began to drink heavily
in order to relieve his headaches. He is married
but has been separated from his wife for 25 years,
during which period he has been drinking heavily
and has served more than 30 jail terms for drunken-
ness. In summary, although Mr. Clarkson has a
reasonably adequate formal education, he has few
if any employment skills, and early drifted into
a pattern of seasonal and casual unskilled labour
and chronic drunkenness, for which he has been
repeatedly arrested in urban areas.
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2. Howard Roberts, age 21 , is a Negro from a
very depriving background in a small Negro
community near Chatham, Ontario. Although
the father was reportedly rather well-
educated, he had a serious record of crime
and incarceration and hence the mother, an
alcoholic, worked in a canning factory and
supported the subject and his sister.
Although he had wanted to be an auto mechanic,
Mr. Roberts left school after Grade IX to
work for the railroad in order to help support
his family. He has worked as a common laborer,
a truck driver, and a construction worker since
that time. Although his employment record was
at first relatively stable even at this low
level, he has encountered increasing unemploy-
ment and arrests for drunkenness and vagrancy
since he began to live in Toronto. In summary,
Mr. Roberts' record indicates very little
upward mobility but also little difficulty with
drinking and the police until he began to
encounter unemployment and employment instab-
ility in the city of Toronto.

The third type of C.D.O. we can consider on these
two dimensions of onset of problem drinking and non-drunk
police record is the late deviant . In the first place, of
course, we find that late deviants tend to be among the
older members of the C.D.O. population. They did engage
in criminal activities in their earlier years but of late
have turned to heavy drinking. These men come the closest
in our sample to approximating what Cloward and Ohlin (19)

termed "double failures", since they were unsuccessful in
rising on both the legitimate and illegitimate career
ladders. It is not surprising, then, that these men
tended to have been raised in large urban areas where they
were afforded the opportunity to get an early start in
criminal subscultural activities.

1. Frank Black, age 61, was raised in the docks
area of Montreal, the son of a white collar
worker who began to drink heavily when the
subject was 13 years old. He completed Grade
XII but went to work in the shipyards where
he became addicted to narcotics at age 18.
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He returned to Loyola College to take a course
in bookkeeping and typing, which equipped him
to be a clerical worker, but he states that he
has spent much of his time since age 19, when
he left home, in serving jail terms for drug
and theft charges, which have hampered him in
getting employment. His best job was his second
job at age 18, but he lost it because of his
narcotic addiction and his stealing to support
his habit. He also gave up his marriage, which
lasted only 4 months, when he was age 29,
because of his narcotic habit. In 1949 he was
convicted and given a suspended life sentence
as a habitual criminal, and so has given up
narcotics to avoid arrest for an indictable
offence. As an alternative, however, he has
been drinking heavily for the past 10 years,
and since 1959 when he returned to Toronto
after a 4 year sojourn in Sudbury where he
lived with an Indian woman, has spent more time
in jail than out.

In summary, Mr. Black has the formal skills to
engage in legitimate white collar employment,
but instead has spent most of his life in
criminal subcultures and penal institutions,
so that his employment record appears to have
been highly unstable. His problem drinking is
definitely a last resort and substitute for
the preferred narcotic addiction.

2. Gordon Davis, age 59, was also raised in Montreal
where his parents died when he was a small child.
At age 7 he went to an orphanage where he lived
until he was 14 years old and then spent two more
years living in a boys' home. He obtained a
Grade VII education, but left school to become
a messenger boy at age 17. He has since worked
at painting, fruitpicking, kitchen work and house
work - no job lasting more than a month. But he
maintains that his economic career really began
to slip when he left Montreal "to wander" in
1939 and in 1941 went to jail for breaking and
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entering. Between 1941 and 1957 he served
11 sentences for property crimes and has
spent much of his time in Jail. He incurred
his first arrest for drunkenness in 1945 but
has had an extensive drunk record in Toronto
since 1956.

In summary, Mr. Davis\ never really acquired
sufficient employment skills to secure stable
work and consequently has almost from the
beginning been only marginally involved with
both legitimate and illegitimate economic
activities, and has latterly added chronic
public drunkenness to his deviant activities.

The fourth economic career pattern that can be
delineated is that of the late non-deviant for whom an
unstable employment pattern followed the onset of problem
drinking and arrest for chronic drunkenness. It is this
segment of the C.D.O. population that comes closest to
conforming to the Skid Row myth of the "tragic hero" or
"fallen angel" mentioned earlier, who, having achieved
a relatively stable and/or high occupational position
began a rather dramatic economic decline when heavy
drinking, the "fatal flaw", came to dominate his life.
Usually these men are older when they reach the Skid
Row way of life and often they have come from relatively
stable small town Ontario backgrounds, having no record
of illegal activities or criminal associates apart from
those related to their drinking problems.

1. Henry Watson, age 51, was born and raised in
Waubashene, Ontario, the eldest son of the
owner of a country store and service station.
This man attained Grade XII education and left
school to assist in his father's business until
they lost it in the Great Depression. The
family then moved to Toronto when the subject
was 23 years old and he began to work as a
truck driver and then an assembly line worker.
Mr. Watson married and took on the fairly stable
job as a bus operator and subsequently became a
supervisor, which position he held for 18 years
until in 1957 he was fired for drinking on the
job. He then drove a cab for two months and a
delivery truck for 4 weeks, but has had no steady
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employment since. He has been separated from
his wife since April of 1960, when she left
him because of his drinking and he has had
an extensive drunk record since that time.

The following case is quite atypical of the C.D.O.
sample but it does demonstrate that men sometimes do end
up on Skid Row after fairly illustrious employment careers.

2. Edward Church, age 66, was raised near Markham
and Gormley, just outside Toronto, the son of
a well-to-do horse-trader . When he was 13
years old, the family moved to Toronto where
he attended Upper Canada College and made
prominent social contacts. He then entered
the University of Toronto to study medicine
and dentistry and subsequently took one year
of graduate studies in dental surgery at Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore.

He married and set up dental practice in
Newmarket and in addition, assisted a Toronto
dentist and provided his services to the local
orphanage. In 1938 he moved to Toronto because
of his wife's chronic illness, and set up his
own practice as well as serving as a hospital
dentist. He and his wife had three children,
all of whom predeceased them, and the wife
herself eventually died in 1950. Dr. Church
then went north to James Bay to work among
the Eskimos, but was returned to a sanitarium
in 1954 when he contracted T.B. He has been
receiving pensions from the government and the
University of Toronto, and since 1955 he has
acquired a police record for public intoxica-
tion and related offences.

Dr. Church denies that he has a drinking habit
and hence it is difficult to ascertain how much
his drinking contributed to his misfortune or
vice versa. Nevertheless, it seems that problems
and events in his personal life were substantially
responsible for the serious disruption of a
promising employment career.
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In summary, then, we can say that the lower
occupational classes represented among the C.D.O.s were
more likely to have had an employment record of seasonal
and casual labor prior to the onset of downward mobility
and hence were more likely to have entered a deviant
pattern, whether simple drunkenness or drinking problems
accompanied by other criminal offences, at an earlier age,
without ever having accomplished any substantial upward
mobility.

In general, our findings seem to cast doubt upon
the relevance of the 'undersocialization' thesis of Pittman
& Gordon (72) and to support the suggestion of Bogue (13)

,

and Bahr (6) that Skid Row chronic drunkenness offenders
may be 'deviant children grown up' 4^ i.e. that from an
early age their socialization was somewhat aberrant.

Those chronic drunkenness offenders who came from
urban areas were more likely to have been involved in law-
breaking activities than were those men who had been raised
in small towns or rural areas, which suggests that available
opportunity structures may have played a large part in deter-
mining whether the C.D.O.s' career pattern began on a
"straight" or "deviating" path.

In large cities such as Montreal and Toronto both
"deprivation" and opportunity for criminal "innovation" would
have been more likely to be perceptible to the C.D.O. himself
and reinforced by differential peer group association during
the formative periods of adolescence and young adulthood.

The Criminal Careers section of this Study reports
that, of those 176 C.D.O.s (61.8^) with a criminal record
for other than drunkenness convictions^, most (43.7%) exhibited
their serious criminal behaviour early in their lives, some
continued to engage in criminal deviance throughout their
careers, and some actually increased their rate of crime in
later years. The typical pattern was for the criminal and
drunkenness phases to overlap, since only 36 cases showed
a clear-cut separation between the period of criminal
convictions and the career of drunkenness offences
only. In fact, fully 45 per cent of those C. D. O.s
who had ever been convicted of non-drunkenness

The expression is that of Lee N. Robins (81)

.

However we do not necessarily imply that the C.D.O.s
have "sociopathic personalities" as Robins argues.
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offences had been arrested for drunkenness at least once
prior to their arrest for an indictable offence. This
suggests the relative independence of the factor of problem
drinking from involvement in criminal activities in the back-
ground of the C.D.O.s, though once the C.D.O. pattern has
been established, the two forms of deviant behavior do seem
to become closely associated.

The chronic drunkenness pattern tended to begin
early for those men whose low education equipped them to
engage mainly in sporadic, unskilled and all-male employ-
ment which facilitated and normatively encouraged heavy
and/or spree drinking. This was particularly the case for
those young men who had been raised in the Maritime provinces
where male peer group heavy drinking appears from the inter-
views to be the informal expectation for validation of the
male role. These men consequently, had experienced a shorter
career of heavy drinking before being arrested for chronic
drunkenness offences in Toronto where official police
enforcement of the drinking statutes is more stringent.
They seem to have fallen into the C.D.O. pattern almost
immediately upon their first arrest for drunkenness. Heavy
drinking among the Maritimers, then, tended to be less
associated with difficulties in interpersonal relationships
or downward occupational mobility and more closely related
to normative discrepancies, with reference to both work
skills and to drinking patterns, between small towns in the
Maritimes and urban Toronto.

In those cases where the chronic drunkenness offender
pattern began relatively late to disrupt the C.D.O. 's up-
wardly mobile and/or stable economic career, it appears that
personal problems rather than deviant subcultural involve-
ments, contributed to and effectively structured the course
of downward mobility. Because of the difficulty in probing
these areas of sensitivity, we cannot draw clear-cut con-
clusions as to whether such factors as marital instability
preceded the C.D.O. drinking problem or stemmed from it.
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It is safe to say, however, that such family and personal
factors would probably have been mutually aggravating and
could well have brought about the extreme alienation that
would remove a man from his social ties and leave him
vulnerable to, arrest even though he may have had no
previous entanglements with the police. Bahr (6) describes
this phenomenon, which he also found in his investigation
of New York Skid Row populations, as an "accumulation of
personal problems into a 'critical mass' which 'explodes'
and dislodges him from his earlier social bonds" (p 231)

.

Looking at the downward mobility process as it
was perceived by the chronic drunkenness offenders them-
selves, we found that only 13 men (5.6%) gave employment
or financial reasons as the explanation for the onset of
heavy drinking. However, fully 67.8 per cent (152 men)
admitted that their employment career had been adversely
affected by their drinking. Of these, 26.8 per cent
referred to difficulties in performance on the job and
another 26.8 per cent spoke of heavy drinking as contribut-
ing to difficulties with supervisors. Interestingly enough,
only 3 men (1.3%) mentioned that heavy drinking created
difficulties with their fellow workers. This suggests either
that the C.D.O.s may have been socially alienated from their
associates on the job or that heavy drinking may have been
positively sanctioned within the work group. In either case,
we can visualize little effective informal deterrence to
heavy drinking in the kinds of work that the C.D.O.s appear
to have been doing. As Trice (105) has suggested, these
problem drinkers may actually have sought out employment
situations and work groups where their drinking would have
been overlooked for an extended period of time. Only 14
men (6.3%) admitted that they had actually quit their jobs
in order to drink.

There is some evidence that social relationships,
especially those involving drinking behaviour, were structured
to a considerable degree by the C.D.O.s' job situations up to
the point at which downward mobility began. After this turn-
ing point, drinking itself became relatively independent of
employment contingencies. For 38 of the C.D.O.s, the original
drinking companions were fellow workers. At a later point in
the drinking and work career but still prior to the start of
the downward trend, 43 were drinking mainly with fellow workers.
At the onset of heavy drinking, the number who were drinking
primarily with work associates had increased to 56, but by the
time loss of control of drinking had occurred, the number
had decreased to only 31 C.D.O.s. Of course this apparent
alienation from the informal work group is at least in
part a function of the decrease in the number of men who
were working after the onset of chronic unemployment and,
consequently the decrease in the number of work associates
available and/or familiar to the C.D.O.
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We mentioned earlier that there was a strong tendency
for the C.D.O.s to have begun their heavy drinking during their
highest occupation with downward mobility following . It is
interesting that when the men were questioned as to why they
left their best job, most attributed it to personal fault rather
than to external factors. Only 17.4 per cent (39 men) stated
that they left their best job in circumstances - such as
depression, recession, layoffs, or military service - that do
not indicate a personal problem. Another 10.3 per cert (23 men)
blamed personal reasons for which they were not directly
responsible, such as family problems and illness. However,
fully 20.5 per cent (46 C.D.O.s) blamed loss of control over
drinking and 39.6 per cent (89) cited reasons which suggest
some other deterioration of their own economic performance.
Of the men who stated why downward mobility occurred in their
economic careers (N=72) , 53.2 per cent of the C.D.O.s answering
(42 men) gave drinking problems as the main cause. Eleven
men (15.3%) gave health reasons, 3 (1.3%) mentioned marital
problems and 13 (18.1%) referred to basic economic conditions.
Thus, it is fairly evident, both from our own analysis of the
sequence of events in the C.D.O.s' economic careers and from
the evaluations of the C.D.O.s themselves, that the process of
economic downward mobility is only secondarily attributable to
external factors. Drinking problems however, appear to contri-
bute significantly and directly to the C.D.O.s' economic problems.
At the same time, there is certainly the possibility that both
economic decline and problem drinking may be consequences of
more basic psycho-social maladjustments.

This interpretation seems to be consistent with the
conclusion drawn by Bahr (6) about the New York Skid Row
samples... that Skid Row attracts economically marginal men,
regardless of whether they have an extensive history of
heavy drinking. Bahr based this conclusion on the finding
that, on the one hand, those Skid Row men who drank heavily
did not differ markedly from the others in probability of
employment at any particular age, but that, on the other hand,
with increasing age there was a consistent decline in the
proportion of Skid Row men employed.

The real turning point in the career of the C.D.O.
probably occurs when his economic activities become relatively
more oriented to consumptive activities than to productive
employment, and work becomes secondary in priority to drinking.
In fact, as we have noted, the productive period of the chronic
drunkenness offender's career is marked both by its instability
and by its relative briefness. The mean age of the C.D.O.
sample is 45 years, an age of peak productivity by general
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population standards. Instead, the chronic offenders have
become non-productive and entered the dependent stage of
their lives much earlier than "normal" members of society.

CURRENT ECONOMICS OF THE SKID ROW C.D.O.

To this point in our discussion, we have been look-
ing at the socio-economic background, and the education and
employment history of the chronic drunkenness offender in
diachronic terms, that is, as his career unfolded over time
to the point at which he could be said to have become a
C.D.O. By our definition the term chronic drunkenness
offender is a legal one, denoting a person who has been
convicted for the offence of public intoxication at least
3 times within a 12 month period prior to the study. The
Skid Row C.D.O. is one of the more or less distinct groups
within a larger population known as "homeless men" . The
term Skid Row as we are using it, refers to an overall
composite way of life, including 13 specific criteria of
social relationships, source of income, and method of
satisfying creature comforts. All subjects in our sample
meet the requirements of the definition of C.D.O., but 15
men (5.3%) are not Skid Row habitues on the basis of the
established criteria. However, since 95 per cent of the
sample does meet both definitions, we shall continue to use
the term Skid Row C.D.O. in referring to the population in
question.

While not all Skid Row alcoholics are C.D.O. s,
virtually all C.D.O.s are Skid Row alcoholics. One could
also say with considerable confidence that the Skid Row
C.D.O. is a "wino", since all but 17 (7.4%) out of 231
men report that they drink mostly or exclusively wine.
Thus the population discussed here is one characterized
by frequent arrests for public intoxication resulting
mainly from drinking wine and leading a particular sort
of economic and social existence. In most cases, those
men who have become C.D.O.s have eventually ended up on
Skid Row.

In this section, than, we shall treat of Skid Row
C.D.O.s in relatively synchronic terms; that is, we shall
try to create a picture of the current economic way of life
of the men who subsist on Skid Row.
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Earlier, we suggested that the C.D.O. enters the
final phase of his economic career, the return to consuming
activities, at an earlier age than is expected for the general
adult male population. However, it has to be admitted that if

we are to tre^t of Skid Row as an economic system, by defini-
tion it must be comprised of both productive and consumptive
activities. The important and distinctive feature of the
Skid Row economic system is that the hand-to-mouth sub-
sistence level at which the inhabitants live is considered
to be an economic and social liability to the larger society.
Such "productive" activities as are performed are typically
characterized as being irregular, unstable, and frequently
illegal, while the consuming activities are usually discussed
in terms of how dependent or "parasitic" they are.

This set of perceptions existed long before the
present Skid Row as such emerged. Ribton-Turner (79) in
1887 focused on a segment of the population which displayed
some of these same economic features and which also was the
object of negative sanctions by the society of its day.
Similarly, Karl Marx (55) referred to this segment of his
perceived society as the "dangerous class, the social scum,
that passively rotting mass..."

At the same time, society has traditionally shown
a somewhat paternalistic sympathy towards this kind of
passively deviant behaviour and the persons who display it.
This benevolent attitude is illustrated by the considerable
number of "charitable" activities that are focused on these
people and that facilitate their dependency on "hand-outs"
for subsistence.^ A related influence is the growing tendency
to view problem drinking as an illness deserving of public
attention and treatment. Over time, however, the objective
forms of behaviour such as unemployment, vagrancy, criminality
and excessive or uncontrolled drinking, have persisted in
relatively unaltered form. What has changed is the perception
and interpretation of this behaviour by the society as a whole,
and in particular those segments directly involved with this
population, namely the helping professions and legal authori-
ties .

The present prevailing perception of the Skid Row
C.D.O. s' economic activities appears to be an ambivalent
mixture of censure, tolerance and public complicity. On the
one hand, the laws related to vagrancy, public intoxication
and restrictive welfare regulations provide official deter-
rents to "parasitic" behaviour; but on the other hand lenient
enforcement of these laws and regulations, particularly in

5 See Chapter on Skid Row
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certain geographic and social areas, serves to temper the
stringency of these restrictions. Moreover, the behaviour
is actually endorsed and reinforced by the public, both by
individuals who give the panhandler a "dime for a cup of
coffee* and by collective charitable institutions which
cater to and thereby perpetuate this population. If the
Skid Row C.D.O. has effectively ceased to be a productive
member of society, it may be due in large part to the
availability of facilities allowing him to engage primarily
in consumptive activities. Hence Skid Row must be considered
not only as a place or state where an unfortunate person may
end up but also as a separate and distinctive way of life
which may actually be attractive insofar as it provides the
opportunity for physical and social sustenance with minimal
requirements for productive economic effort or output on
the part of the individual.

Dunham (27) comments upon the economic functions,
past and present, of the homeless man. He states that even
though the employment opportunities for homeless men have
been reduced, primarily as the result of technological
developments, there are still economic roles that these
men can and do perform. However, this supposition tends
to underplay the distinctive features of particular
segments of the homeless population and to overlook the
possibility that the homeless man may have certain psycho-
social features, such as alcoholism, that preclude his
meeting the requirements of an occupational role. As we
have pointed out, there is an abundance of literature
indicating background factors which appear to be related to
downward social and economic mobility and even to entering
Skid Row. But few researchers adequately distinguish
differences between Skid Row sub-types. Bogue (13) is an
exception in that he concludes that the alcoholic derelict
is on Skid Row primarily as a result of personality abnorm-
alities while non-alcoholics on Skid Row are there essentially
for economic and related social reasons. Although Rubington's
(86) insightful analysis relating employment activities to
Skid Row stratification is not directly pertinent to our
discussion, he does consider a number of Skid Row drinking
subgroups in terms of their ability to command economic
resources. He states that the source^, amount, and disposition
of funds locate each drinking man on Skid Row in terms of a
hierarchical social structure. Our population of C.D.O.

s

actually corresponds to his lowest status group, which
comprises the largest portion of his Skid Row population
who are chronic drunkenness offenders.
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The Chicago (13) and Philadelphia (51) studies
encompassed the total Skid Row ('homeless man") populations
in their respective cities, but in addition they analysed
their data relative to drinking behaviour. Bogue (13) found
in Chicago a .definite association between problem drinking
and lack of employment, although age, physical handicap and
lack of training were also significant correlates. Both of
these studies also describe in considerable detail the actual
amount earned in employment, the specific kinds and amounts of
work done, the institutional sources of food, clothing and
shelter, and the objects of expenditure.

Bain (8) also outlines at some length the overall
economic activities of the alcoholic on the Chicago Skid Row.
He seems to have caught some of the social and psychological
dynamics and the colour related to the economics of this
population investigated. His reference to the extreme
instability of Skid Row employment activities is consistent
with other findings and also with other features Skid Row
life, and he concludes that alcohol assists the downwardly
mobile Skid Row alcoholic in the process of reaffirming his
adherence to the prevailing values of Skid Row and of reject-
ing the "outside" way of life.

The findings of Pittman and Gordon (72) present a
general picture similar to the one that emerges from our
investigation, especially regarding the apparently debilitat-
ing effect of excessive drinking on economic performance.
Similarly, Peterson (70) describes the evident extreme down-
ward mobility and the instability of employment on Skid Row,
and classifies Skid Row inhabitants on the basis of economic
role and related drinking patterns.

There can be no doubt that the Skid Row C.D.O. as
an "abusive" or problem drinker, centers much of his economic
activity around obtaining and consuming alcohol. As Peterson
and Maxwell (71) observed, the only other item besides wine
that the "wino" consistently spends money on is a. bed. By
the time a person becomes a "wino", however, his earning
capacity has become extremely low, and his productive
economic activities are limited by his drinking behaviour,
so that his main sources of money are occasional work and
supplementary "bumming" or other marginal or illegal gain-
ful economic activities.
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The role of alcoholism in bringing about the way
of life of the Skid Row C.D.O. should not be oversimplified,
since it is obvious from a review of the literature on
alcoholic populations (11, 17, 30, 95) that the clinic or
hospitalized alcoholic differs markedly from the Skid Row
C.D.O. in occupational adjustment and social affiliations.
Unfortunately,' the literature sheds little light on the
essential nature, relevance and significance of these
differences. If the Skid Row alcoholic is no different
from the clinic alcoholic with respect to the recognized
essential features of alcoholism, then the observed
differences between life styles of the two populations must
be explained in terms of influences other than alcoholism.

Comparisons between Skid Row alcoholics and other
alcoholics reveal the obvious finding that the latter display
much more stability of employment. Feeney et

^
^ . (30) found

that 66 per cent of their clinic group were engaged in steady
employment, while only 4 per cent of their workhouse inmates
were working steadily, the remaining 96 per cent doing
irregular work. Bogue (13) concludes that Skid Row alcoholics
are more similar to the other inhabitants of Skid Row than to
other alcoholics in that their situation is such that unemploy-
ment is chronic and endemic, both by the nature of their
personal condition and also by the prevailing external
economic conditions.

Although these studies generally establish definite
and distinct differences between alcoholic populations with
respect to present economic activities, their findings do
not answer the important question cf whether the Skid Row wino
is simply the end product of a process which other alcoholics
are prevented from arriving at due to external forces. Though
there is some literature that directly examines the possible
relationship between pre-Skid Row employment patterns and
current employment activities, the evidence is certainly
inadequate to test Straus' (94) thesis that all alcoholics
would become homeless men if left to their own resources.
Our evidence, based primarily on an internal analysis of our
data with limited comparative inquiries, including the com-
parisons with the economic activities of patients attending
the Toronto out-patient clinic of the Alcoholism and
Drug Addiction Research Foundation, strongly suggests that
the distinctions lie partly in the non-alcoholism areas.

The well-established picture of the Skid Row chronic
drunkenness offender as an economic parasite is partially but
not wholly, justified. Although the main lucrative activity
of the C.D.O. population, taken as a whole, is not work,
some C.D.O.s do engage in regular employment and most must
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scrounge a living by their own efforts or means, ]egal or
illegal.

Perhaps the most surprising feature of the economic
activities of, the chronic drunkenness offenders is the extent
to which gainful employment does occur, despite the fact that,
in comparison to the position that employment occupies in
the lives of "regular" members of the larger society, these
men are significantly less involved in work. This latter
fact is abundantly evident, both in the absolute amount of
time spent in legitimate employment and in the relatively
greater proportions of time spent in other forms of economic
activity, such as bumming, stealing and utilizing charitable
institutions.

At the same time there is evidence from several
sources, including mission administrators, welfare officials,
custodial staff, our own field observations and the direct
reports of the Skid Row C.D.O.s themselves, that there are
other segments of the Skid Row population that do consider-
ably less work than the C.D.O.s. One such group, of course,
is the aged and infirm. Another is comprised of those men
and women who are leading a predominantly or wholly criminal
existence. And also there is the group known as "mission
stiffs, " since they are physically capable of employment
but are wholly dependent on charitable sources. This finding
is consistent with Rogue's (13) conclusion that heavier
drinkers on the Chicago Skid Row were more likely to work
than certain of the abstainers and light drinkers, who
apparently were on Skid Row for physical and psychological
reasons which precluded regular employment.

Interestingly enough, the problem drinking itself is
perhaps the major factor which differentiates the C.D.O.s
from these other more "parasitic" elements of Skid Row.
Often because of their drinking the C.D.O.s find themselves
ineligible for many of the charitable sources, such as
public welfare and mission services, which require the
recipients of largesse to exhibit some evidence of effort
to "reform". This difficulty in establishing a legitimate
claim to dependent status is particularly acute for the
younger C.D.O.s who, as we pointed out earlier, are usually
physically capable of work and have come to Toronto in search
of employment, but whose greatest handicap aside from drink-
ing is their lack of employment skills.
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However, one of the most interesting findings
in our study was that none of the subjects' pre-C.D.O.
employment features, including occupational mobility and
employment stability, were significantly related to whether
the C. D.O. currently worked or not. The findings do not
establish any' basis for attributing to those chronic drunken-
ness offenders who currently work earlier features or charac-
teristics different from those of the C.D.O.s who do not work.
Yet this is'tiot to suggest that once a man enters the C.D.O.
population all previous differences cease to operate. On
the contrary, the simple fact that some C.D.O.s work while
others do not indicates the likelihood of underlying differ-
ences. However, the nature of these differences has yet to

be ascertained and the dynamics of these respective influences
traced over time. The suggestion is that even though external
factors, both economic and social, may be extremely important
in directing a man to Skid Row in the first place, once he
has arrived. Skid Row is a relatively distinct economic system
and way of life in which factors and features in the immediate
situation have more importance in determining the current
patterns of behaviour. In fact, for the C.D.O.s who worked
at all, the only background factor related to the actual
amount of employment they had engaged in after their last
release from incarceration was the duration of excessive
problem drinking. That is, the C.D.O. with a longer
history of heavy drinking was likely to have exhibited
shorter duration of employment.

Productive Activities

Table IX - 19 presents the distribution of the main
economic activities of the C.D.O. population. This
calculated distribution includes only activities that result
in the acquisition of actual monies, and as such excludes
food, clothing and accommodation received from public or
private sources. Also, it pertains only to the C.D.O.s'
life on the 'butside" ; this is an important distinction,
since such a large part of their lives is spent in
custodial institutions. Direct questions related to
sources of income tended to elicit and inordinate propor-
tion of distortions, denials and outright fabrications, as

Information as to the C.D.O.s' current productive
activities was elicited at a number of points during the
interviews. These data were augmented and validated from
both documentary and field research sources. The findings
here reported represent the tabulation of the C.D.O.s' main
productive activities based on these assessments.
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we learned from cross-reference to other sources including
direct observation and documentary data. The men typically
minimized all gainful economic activities except legitimate
work, about which they apparently gave reliable information.
The reasons for this selective reporting may have been
partly based 'on practical fear of detection in illicit
activities and attendant legal consequences, but in addition
from a rather considerable degree of sensitivity to the values
and expectations of the larger society inherent in these
responses which tend to de- emphasize deviant behaviour.
Vander Kooi (110) likewise noted the extent to which Skid Row
men respond in a manner which reflects conformance to widely
held social norms about acceptable means of earning a living.

TABLE IX - 19

C.D.O.S' MAIN GAINFUL ACTIVITIES

Source Number percen

Begging 112 50.0
Stealing and other criminal activities 41 18.3
Work (any gainful and legal employment) 37 16.5
Pensions (old age, D.V.A.) 16 7.0
Welfare and Rehabilitation 16 7.0
Peddling 2 1.1

Total 224 99.9

It should be noted that the activities and/or sources
listed in Table IX - 19 are not mutually exclusive occupa-
tions for the C.D.O.S, but in this presentation the C.D.O.s
are categorized according to their main source of income.
Except for pensions, a source of income for which many are
not eligible, all of the other items pertain to almost all
C.D.O.s on Skid Row to some degree. However, we did not
find as clear a structure of the C.D.O. population as
Rubington (86) . His distinction between those who still
engage in productive labour and those who derive their income
from "parasitic" activities such as panhandling does not hold
as precisely for our population. If the non-Skid Row and
marginal Skid Row C.D.O.s are excluded, no marked (structural)
differences in gainful activities are evident in the remaining
group of Skid Row C.D.O.s, and economic roles are not highly
specialized or exclusive. For example, it is not uncommon
for a C.D.O. to begin a spree on the money earned at a casual
labour job and then resort to bumming or boosting after the
original funds have been depleted.
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Looking at Table IX - 19 , we see the extent to

which the Skid Row C.D.O. population is unproductive in

terms of legitimate functions performed for the larger
society. Gainful legal employment is the primary productive
activity for only 16.5 per cent of the sample of 224, while
the remainder ' derive their income mainly from illegal or
charitable sources. Even the "peddling" that is done
involves more largesse on the part of the "customer" than
industry on the part of the peddler.

Our findings on the relative amounts of gainful
legal employment performed by the C.D.O. s appear to be only
partially consistent with the reports of other investigators
who offer a wide range of conclusions. Peterson (70) makes
the somewhat questionable claim that work is the main or
only source of income for 90 to 95 per cent of the Seattle
"Wino" population. On the other hand, several other studies
report a considerably larger proportion of the group to be
chronically unemployed. Pittman and Gordon (72) report
upwards of 16 per cent as unemployed, Straus and Bacon (95)

35 per cent, Strayer (96) 38 per cent and LoCicero (51)

52.6 per cent. Bogue (13) breaks the Chicago Skid Row
population down into drinking behaviour categories and
shows that both the teetotalers (68.5%) and the alcoholic
derelicts (74.0%) have a higher proportion of unemployed
than do the heavy drinkers (49.3%)

.

Gainful Legal Employment

We have already stated that only 16.5 per cent of
our sample engaged in gainful legal employment as their main
productive activity and we have touched briefly on the factors
determining whether or not a C.D.O. works. In general, we
can say that the likelihood of a chronic drunkenness offender
seeking employment appears to be related to certain character-
istics, namely: being younger (particularly under 50 years of
age) , being physically fit, having had a shorter duration of
heavy drinking, and being less integrated into Skid Row. It
should be noted that, just as we found earlier that there was
a relationship between being young at the time of sampling
and being an earlier starter in the C.D.O. pattern, all of
the latter three characteristics mentioned above which are
associated with the probability of working are partially
dependent on chronological age; hence, when age was controlled,
the significance of the differences tended to be markedly
diminished.
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To begin with, the younger C.D.O.s (under 50) were
much more likely to have sought work of some kind, either
steady or casual, after their last release from custody
(p <.01), although the age distributions of those seeking
either casual or steady work were found not be significantly
different.

These findings of factors related to the employment
activities of the Skid Row alcoholic are consistent with those
reported in the literature. LoCicero (51) found, for example,
that physical condition and age affected the amount of work
done by men on the Philadelphia Skid Row. Bogue (13) reports
that the derelict alcoholics, the aged, and the infirm of
the Skid Row habitues he studied were the least likely to
have been employed. Blacker and Kantor (10) found that their
halfway house subjects who were physically healthy were most
likely to work.

Table IX - 20 presents the tabulation of the data on
the physical condition of our chronic drunkenness offender
group as determined by medical examination. Only nineteen
C.D.O.s (8.3%) were found to be permanently unfit for work.
Another eleven men (4.8%) were unfit but their conditions
were diagnosed as amenable to physical rehabilitation. Thus,
over 90 per cent of the men in the sample were, or could
become, fit for employment, and well over half were currently
capable, from a physical standpoint, of undertaking any type
of labouring job.

TABLE IX - 20

ABILITY TO WORK

Work Category Number Percent

Heavy Physical Labour 138 60.5
Light work and amenable to therapy 20 8.8
Light work only 40 17.5
Unfit but amenable to therapy 11 4.8
Unfit to work permanently 19 8.3

Total 228 99.9
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Although many more C.D.O.s are unemployed than would
be expected on the basis of their physical conditions, we did
find that physical ability to work was positively related to
actual work done (p <.05) . As might be expected, we found
that the older C.D.O.s were much more likely to have been
evaluated as physically unfit (p<;^.001) . Looking at the
picture from the point of view of treatment, the C.D.O.
who worked and/or sought work was more likely to have been
independently rated as a better prospect for rehabilitation
than the C.D.O. who did not work (p <;^.001) . (See Appendix 1 -

for Prognosis Typology)

.

Moreover, we found that those C.D.O.s with a longer
history of heavy drinking were less likely to include work
am.ong their present economic activities (p^.OOl). However,
again the age factor is pre-eminent, since when age was
controlled, the differences were no longer significant. It
is obvious, also, that duration of heavy drinking is likely
to be integrally related to present physical condition.

LoCicero's (51) analysis of the Philadelphia Skid
Row population revealed that the longer a man had been on
Skid Row, the more chronic unemployment he displayed. Like-
wise, we found that the more integrated a C.D.O. was into
the Toronto Skid Row way of life and pattern of social
relationships, the less likely he was to work. The worse
the chronic drunkenness offender's physical condition the
more integrated he was into Skid Row (p<.001), the longer
his duration of heavy drinking (p<(^.01) and the more
convictions for drunkenness he had had in the previous 6 years
(p <.01) . Again, all of these factors are conjunctively
influenced by chronological age.

The fact that the number of drunk convictions over
a 6 year period is related to ability to work while the
number incurred over a shorter period of time is not so
correlated suggests the influence of sampling biases.
Either 12 months is not long enough to establish a definite
pattern and eliminate sampling variability, or else more
recent entrants into the C.D.O. population (i.e., those who
have been there less than 6 years) , neutralize in the calcula-
tions the more pronounced patterns of the more established
members

,

In the area of social relationships we found that
the C.D.O. who had no contacts with family members or non-
Skid Row friends was the least likely to have worked after
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his last release from custody, while the man who was less
alienated from normal social relationships was also less
cut off from regular employment (p < .01) . At the same
time, however, we found that those C.D.O.s who retained
some affectiCnal and/or sexual relationships with women
were no more likely to have worked.

The kinds of work that the C.D.O.s who did work,
engaged in, also tend to be characteristic of Skid Row,
since the largest proportion of it was unskilled, seasonal
and/or casual labour.

Surprisingly, 14 men stated that they have had
stable or potentially permanent employment recently.
Further investigation revealed that three of these claims
were untrue, but the remaining 11 men actually had jobs
that they could have retained more or less indefinitely.
In all of these cases, employment was terminated due to
involvement in heavy drinking.

Comparison of the occupational statuses of our
Skid Row C.D.O.s with those of other alcoholic populations
reported in the literature suggests that Skid Row drunks
in general are relatively deprived in this respect. The
percentages of unskilled labourers among the Skid Row
alcoholics examined in selected studies are as follows:
Bacon (5), 57.1 per cent; Bain (8), 62 per cent; Peterson
(70), 84.2 per cent; and Feeney et al (30), 86 per cent.
The most extreme finding reported is Straus (94)

,

99 per
cent inskilled labour. In contrast, non-Skid Row alcoholics
appear to be employed in somewhat better positions. For
example, Bailey et al (7) report that only 2.0 per cent of
their "projected" alcoholics were in the unskilled albour
category, Feeney et aj,. (30) reported a finding of 32 per
cent, while Straus and Bacon (95) state that only 17 per
cent of their clinic population possessed such low
occupational status.

Turning again to our sample, we find (Table IX - 21)
that for the 133 C.D.O.s who answered the question and who
usually seek work, fully 85.7 per cent looked for unskilled
employment and the remaining 14.3 per cent sought semi-
skilled or skilled jobs. However, more interesting is the
comparative

,
relationships shown in this table between the

C.D.O.s' responses to the questions about the kind of work
they would like to do, what they generally seek, and what
they looked for during their last period out of jail.
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baIXidanxf lod bedooJ dnap 'laq V.28 Xaaa YllBueif
-iijiaa irfpnoa inao 'leq £*>! pninxBmai add bne d-namvoiqd:i'd

odd di pnidaanadni a-xom ^lavawoH .eddt baXXi:X8 no balirde
add naav/-*ad aldsd aidd ni nwoda aqidsnoiJBXa'i avidonGqnviJO
>now do bnid. .jdd iuoclB anoM^aeup add od aaanoqaax ‘a.O.a.D
doriw i'lrw YXIananap yarfd dBdw ^ob od adxl bXuow yadd

.XisQ do duo boinaq daeJ niadd pninnb nod ba^TooI Y^dd
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TABLE IX - 21

COMPARISON OF PREFERRED WORK, WORK USUALLY SOUGHT, AND
WORK SOUGHT ON LAST RELEASE

(Percentage)

Type of Work
Preferred
Work

Work usually
sought

Work sought on
last release

Unskilled 28.0 (30.7)^ 50.0 (85.7) 57.4 (99.2)
Semi-skilled or

skilled 53.9 (58.3) 8.3 (14.3) 0.4 (08)
Clerical or higher 10.0 (11.1) — —

None 3.0 31.1 36.0
N.A. 5.2 10.5 6.1

Total 100.1 (N=228) 99.9 (N=228) 99.9 (N=228)

^ Figures in brackets represent percentage
calculations when "None" and "N.A." are
excluded, and hence indicate the relative
importance of kinds of work actually-
sought .

The distribution of responses to "preferred work" is not
significantly different from that of the highest occupations
achieved, which again suggests a substantial measure of
commitment to the status system of the larger society. How-
ever there is a marked discrepancy between these aspirations
and the actual means which the C.D.O.s employ, for the work
that they seek is significantly lower in occupational rank-
ing than these highest occupations (p<;[^.01) . We found that
none of the C.D.O.s actually sought clerical or higher
positions, only 8.3 per cent said that they usually sought
skilled or semi-skilled work though fully 53.9 per cent
claimed to prefer this kind of employment, and half (50.0%)
of the men sought unskilled jobs even though little more
than a quarter (28.0%) stated that this was the work that
they preferred.

The work sought on last release from custody is
even more different than the work usually sought from that
of the highest occupation achieved and preferred as Table IX-21
indicates. Moreover, this more specific question probably
elicited a more accurate and current picture of the type of
work actually sought and performed regularly by the C.D.O.s.
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The difference between the type of work they would like to
do and the kind they actually do is even more evident when
we omit from the calculations those who did not seek (or
find) work at all (Table IX - 21 , figures in brackets)

.

Additional information on the kind of work sought
by the C.D.O.s after their last release from jail supports
the picture of predominantly casual, unskilled work.
Seventy-two men (31.6%) sought light work, while 59 men
(25.9%) looked for heavy labour. Excluding those who did
not seek work after their last release and those for whom
no answers were recorded for this question, this kind of
work was sought by 131 out of 132 men.

Anderson's (1, 2) investigations of the pre-World
War II population of homeless men revealed the two sub-
types of the "homeguards" and the "migrants" . The latter
were (or, during the Great Depression, vainly desired to
be) active members of a seasonal labour force, both in
the cities and in non-urban areas, while the former were
either unable or unwilling to seek this type of work. As
Dunham (27) , Plunkett (73) and others have pointed out,
however, the homeless men on Skid Row tend now to be almost
exclusively non-mobile, and the image of the migrant labour
force being made up of homeless men was apparently a phenomenon
peculiar to the 1920s and '30s. In fact, other writings of
Anderson (1, 2), Sutherland and Locke (100), Dunham (27)
Solenberger (90)

,

Ribton-Turner (79)

,

Mayhew (58)

,

and others,
would all suggest that the homeless alcoholic, along with the
physically and mentally handicapped and chronic mendicants,
comprise a population that either can't or won't work.

Our population of C.D.O.s would appear largely to
fit the description of the "homeguard" as presented by
Anderson (1,2) and more recent investigators such as Bogue,
(13) , LoCicero(51) and Bain (8) , although, as we have suggested
throughout, some of the younger members of the sample, especially
those from the Maritimes, originally arrived on Skid Row as
migrants seeking employment in the city of Toronto. More-
over, what migrant seasonal work is engaged in by C.D.O.s
is undertaken primarily by the younger men who are still
marginal to Skid Row and the C.D.O. pattern.

The evidence suggests that migrant seasonal work, if
it occurs at all, comes at an earlier stage in the work
histories of the C.D.O.s, i.e., during the pre-C.D.O. (although
not necessarily pre-homeless or pre-Skid Row) or incipient
C.D.O. period. The so-called "geographic cure" mentioned by
Jellinek (43) - the practice of changing the physical and
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social setting in the prospect of this having a salutary
effect on drinking problems - often coincided with seasonal
employment and also occurred prior to the individual's
becoming a confirmed C.D.O. Bona fide Skid Row seasonal
work appears, to be limited to shovelling snow in the winter
and mowing lawns in the summer, since little migratory work
is sought and in the rare cases where it is found, it is
usually short-lived because the C.D.O. is often sidetracked
by his drinking sprees before ever reaching the place he
set out for.

Another employment activity which is frequently
undertaken by these men is house painting, and a few men
have established a reputation as relatively reliable short-
term workers in this line. Because of their sporadic pattern
of working, this "regular" work is usually performed for
contacts established in custody, hospitals and charitable
institutions. Somewhat on the same basis, some C.D.O.

s

have opportunities to do heavy house cleaning. The arrange-
ments in such cases appear to be effective and satisfactory
to both parties. For the employer, the work is adequate and
considerably cheaper than could be obtained from other sources,
and for the C.D.O. the contact is conveniently and effortlessly
established and the job relatively short in duration.

Other work sought includes day labour for cartage
firms and small contractors, gardening and distribution of
handbills. In fact, two-thirds of the C.D.O. s sampled seek
jobs which involve work out of doors. Much of this work is
obtained through the "curb labour markef'^and hence tends to
be rather haphazard and sporadic.

Perhaps the outstanding feature of these employment
arrangements is the mutual accommodation of the employer and
the employee: the C.D.O. knows the job is temporary and the
boss recognizes that he may quit at any time. In fact, the
short duration of these jobs is so accepted a pattern that
a C.D.O. who on occasion will keep a job for several weeks
establishes an enduring reputation for being a stable worker.
Most employers, moreover, recognize that these men are not
bona fide painters or gardeners, etc., and that the arrange-
ment is not to be viewed on a purely economic basis, but

7 A system where the men looking for work stand
on the sidwalk at certain designated and established
locations, and employers looking for casual day labourers
hire them there.
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rather partly as a way of "helping out" . Indeed, an
employer who offers pay approaching the regular market
rate may actually be considered extravagant by the C.D.O.s,
who themselves recognize the instability of the arrangement.

Let' us consider, for a moment, the function of the
kind of casual and seasonal work activities that the C.D.O.s
engage in. The claim made by Dunham (27) and others that
homeless men provide the larger society with a ready supply
of casual day labour would seem to pertain to the chronic
drunkenness offender group. However, since many of the
C.D.O.s actually do very little work of any kind, other
segments of the homeless or transient population must be
helping to meet such demand as exists, as Bogue suggests (13)

,

It should be noted that virtually all of the specific
activities performed by the homeless men, such as janitoring,
window cleaning, gardening and painting, are also performed
on a regular contract basis by organized work crews. Bogue (13)
suggests that the difference between an organized stable
system of employment to meet this type of work demand and the
pattern which utilizes homeless men is that the latter must
be explained primarily in exploitative terms. The exploita-
tion itself is two-fold, both economic and social, according
to Bogue. In the first place, the homeless men simply
constitute cheap labour, and in the second place, employers
are said to manipulate the living situation of the homeless
men, for example by paying them partly in vouchers redeemable
only at Skid Row establishments, in order to accommodate their
own financial ends. Though the first-mentioned form of "exploita-
tion" may apply in Toronto where employers probably "capitalize"
on the poor work record of the C.D.O.s to pay them low wages,
there is little evidence to suggest that there is any active
manipulation of the social situation of the C.D.O.s apart
from the indirect lure of the charitable institutions serving
Skid Row.

Our observations suggest that the relationship
between Skid Row men and their sometime employers, as with
the charitable and service institutions serving Skid Row,
may be described as symbiotic or "functional" in the
Mertonian sense. That is, the sporadic and unstable character
of the work arrangements appears to suit the needs of the C.D.O.s
themselves, who, because of their drinking habits, seem to be
unwilling or unable to commit themselves to more permanent
employment obligations.



fe
.?%W 6.a®

H ' '
•'.

‘ »s»y^.ci,p ^xf:f Yu :^ns^i5V:BT^s> b^'^Sia^io^ e>tf' t>Aiw
" ''

.;.4 "

'

^^4"'

‘'^n^ffio/tf'
; :,ibE>iB«oo-eb -iaj' —

BaO^aiO B&}/:flV£:fi)j5. 'lisbbfeBas’'^ 'bits' ' i^
:t6rr^ 8:ibffc^o >06 (VS) mdifftJDQ

V

-
^ rriBd-iBq or^ bXuoW Xbui&bo. art,, ynam aonia ,:i9vt,wcH ,^o,p— ^ ^ '°

i
yn« ‘lo }Claw <(^^v o& iffiatfjttw e 0 a D

,„. "9l?Blc»qcsj ^naiane-i^fliio eaaiSWorf^^i
.' ®® .sjaixa »s BflBm£»S;rt3iw».

' bamolSi 08i?9^ ‘''brtllaXB*'"h i

'“’ «»
‘“^is" S’i!:L"?;2i,irgiij^’£

Dftlb^i^
avisoJxolqxo ni vXi'isilfM t^njreX^jts'adpnib^oooB jBiboa Bob aimofloM rfjod .bXoi'^^/oi llae^i^oW

-• et.avolqmg’ .aaBlg bnooaa srfi al
EasXamorf arfs ao floiasaila pnivii srfsTSLn^S^^*

sldsmaebsi aiarfouov ni marfd ^ly-sq vd^iamexa
"bsIpToL? .eanan,rfBjSafea wIs^Ss 5»

I

V ’BsiXfiSiqBa" YXc^8c^o^q aaavoiqma ei»ift/' 6Sirtoix)!J’'' fe|'^|qS^^

iiw, oa a.o.a.s arfj ao Xwbaas Kiow ada^^o

SVa^edal'""a-xsqe a. 0.0.0 arfa So noxaeuaiij, Xaiabe »£Eai«ao noiSsii/tr/ftampni.vaaa anoiapaiaaai elrfBai^rfs arti lo^i
- ’ '

..v«»)» "bijiaW JtB-va #'

l

'’
i' f'V,1r.k

t^Y^Xqn© 9^Xi0inoe bfT» Wm bird

»
9Xct6a®B*f bas oibfe-toqe 9cfa ..6l a*rfT“- (usinoa^MB.o.a.o arts ao; abssn srfa axua^oJ axtBqqa irvow ©ifa lo

9»n^ .o<!» vtoVjX^arasda
,arisnc-nnaq. oao* ,qa, aaylsainsrfa. aimnjcta .w o’^diSfTVio Dnlxjlwiru itf

. V. .v»-i«^- .

.;« Wb #&»VoiqS’«
WC''’:j®i

'
'

I'd

1

,^ ; i



80

Table IX - 22 shows the methods employed by the
chronic drunkenness offenders in seeking work both currently
and following their last release from incarceration. Unfortu-
nately, strict comparison cannot be made between the two
columns since the information contained differs in certain
important respects. While the "last release" category refers
to a particular occasion or situation in which the C.D.O.
sought work, the "current" category constitutes an assessment
of the main or usual source or method utilized by the C.D.O.
to find work. There is a probability of 67 per cent that the
method used to find work following last release was the same
as that generally used by each C.D.O.; however, this still
leaves a wide margin for different methods to be employed
on different job hunting occasions.

TABLE IX - 22

C.D.O. S' METHOD OF SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

Source or
Method

Current
N %

Last
N

Release
%

Nat'l, Employment Service 56 24.6 52 22.8
Canvassing 30 13.1 34 14.9
Curb Labour Market
Non-Skid Row (Social)

28 12.3 17 7.5

Contacts 23 10.1 24 10.5
Official Referrals 20 8.8 9 3.9
Newspaper Ads 15 6.6 2 .9
Others 3 1.3 — —

Don't (didn't) seek work 40 17.5 81 35.5
N.A. 13 5.7 9 3.9

Total 228 100.0 228 99.9

Excluding those who did not seek work at all, the
rank order of the methods of finding work is similar for
both last release and general custom with the exception
that the categories of "curb labour markets" and "non-Skid
Row contacts" were reversed, such that the C.D.O. s were
somewhat more likely than usual to have used non-Skid Row
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contacts in order to find work at the time of their last
release. This phenomenon is partly due to the fact that
prisoners frequently arrange to work for or to be referred
to a job by members of the staff of custodial institutions.
Nevertheless ' this finding is somewhat difficult to interpret
since it seems to suggest some degree of alienation from
the Skid Row society or, alternatively, integration into the
larger society, but it does serve to underline the fact that
the two are in concrete terms quite permeable and inter-
penetrated.

The categories for not working in Table IX - 22
are not comparable for the two columns, since in the case
of the "current" or general method of seeking employment,
a C.D.O. who almost never worked would have been assigned
to whatever category of work source he had ever utilized,
while in the case of the last release situation, which
has a specific time reference, he may simply not have
sought work at all and therefore would have been assigned
to the category of "don't (didn't) seek work." Nevertheless
the findings indicate that during the specific period of
time of one term of freedom fully 35.5 per cent of the
C.D.O. s did not look for work. Over a longer period of time
encompassing several periods of freedom during two years,
however, the group not seeking work is only half that
size ( 17 . 5%)

.

That the public employment service is the most
common source of employment references is accounted for
partly because eligibility for certain public welfare
services, such as food and accommodation, was at the time
contingent upon application to the National Employment
Service (now Canada Manpower) office. It should be noted,
however, that continued use of these public services did
not depend upon obtaining a job, only in applying for one.

Canvassing, which is the second most prevalent
method of finding work, consists of a pattern of going
from door to door in residential and business sections
requesting casual labour by the hour or day.

Thirdly, the curb labour market referred to here
is the system whereby the men looking for work stand on
the sidewalk at certain designated and established loca-
tions, such as Sherbourne and Queen Streets or Spadina
Avenue and Queen Street, and employers seeking casual
day labourers hire them there.
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Fourthly, "non-Skid Row Contacts" refers to the
practice of soliciting friends, relatives or previous
employers, usually only for casual labour. However, once
a man has become an inveterate C.D.O., opportunities to
obtain employment from previous employers or relatives and
friends tend to be severely limited. The C.D.O.s lack both
the formal and the informal contacts that might facilitate
employment. Moreover, because of their tarnished work
reputation a reciprocal process of rejection and alienation
eventually prevents either party from even considering an
employment arrangement

.

The "official referrals," which make up 8.8 per
cent of the general means of seeking employment, include
social welfare agencies, after-care agencies for ex-prisoners,
custodial staff and hospital and clinic referrals. In many
cases, as we mentioned earlier with reference to the kinds
of work obtained, contact with such official sources of
referral is made while the C.D.O.s are still incarcerated.

When we consider the chances of actually finding
work when the above-mentioned methods are employed, some
interesting features are revealed. In the overall picture,
we find that only 66.2 per cent of those who sought work
after their last release (94 out of 142) actually obtained
it. At that, employment did not appear to have been
especially planned or systematic from the C . D.O . s*^ point of
view, since 18 of those who obtained work subsequent to
discharge had not even intended to look for it at the time
of release. We also found that the C.D.O.s who sought
employment on their own initiative, by canvassing or the
curb labour market, were more likely to have found work
(p<.01), but that these men worked shorter periods than
those who obtained employment through formal or informal
assistance (p <^.001) .

We also investigated the C.D.O.s^ own interpreta-
tion of their employment opportunities. In answer to the
specific question "What hampers you in getting the kind
of work you would like to do?" (Note that a preceding
question established that this is work he can actually
do), the C.D.O.s gave a variety of explanations which seem
to have considerable validity (Table IX - 23)

.

To begin
with, those who pleaded ill health and old age were usually
justified in their claims, according to independent medical
assessment of their physical condition. While the excuses of
lack of qualification and lack of control over drinking may
contain an element of rational! zation, these sane men often
referred to actual negative employment experiences attribut-
able to such personal factors. When we consider their
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lack of marketable employment skills^ there is also consider-
able justification for their blaming the employment situation
itself - the most commonly mentioned reason for difficulty -

since the urban job market for the most part does not permit
them to utilise what few skills tliey may have.

TABLE IX - 23

RESPONDENTS’ REASONS FOR DIFFICULTY IN
OBTAINING WORK

Employment situation (lack of jobs, drop in

N %

seasonal and casual work, etc.) 41 18.3
Lack of qualifications (poor reputation.

no union cards or license, etc.) 36 16.1
Lack of control over drinking 31 13,8
Too old 26 11.6
Poor health 24 10.7
Others 34 15.2
N.A. 32 14.3

Total 224 100.0

This applies especially to those young men who have migrated
to Toronto from non-urban areas and whose skills acquired in
primary industries are not applicable in urban secondary and
tertiary industries. Consistent with this interpretation is
the additional finding that those men who blamed the general
employment situation or their inadequate work qualifications
were much more likely to have worked following last discharge
from jail than those attributing their difficulties to old
age, ill health and excessive drinking (p <, .001) . Moreover,
those C.D.O.s who blamed their old age and ill health were
assessed as having the poorest prognosis for rehabilitation
(p -C.Ol) . Again we find some substantiation for Anderson’s
(1, 2) distinction between the willing and able "migrant
labourers" and the derelict and immobile "homeguard" on
Skid Row.
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Table IX - 24 shows that during the month preceding
their current incarceration, over one-half of the men in
the sample (56.8%) did not do any work. For those who
worked at least once during this period, the mean number of
days was 8.0, with a median of 6.3. Only 22 men worked 15
or more days during this one month period while 53 men
worked 7 days or less. For the 126 men who did not work
during the month preceding their present incarceration
we find that 28 had been arrested in less than 24 hours
after their last release. This group evidently began
drinking within a few hours of discharge and had had no
opportunity and/or desire to work. Looking at the work
record of the C.D.O.s after their last release we find
a similar picture to that for the one month preceding
current arrest. Either the time between last release and
present incarceration approximates one month (74.9% of the
224 C.D.O.s answering were "outside" for a period of 30 days
or less) , or regardless of the time outside of prison, the
work periods are relatively standard in length. Probably
both of these interpretations of this coincidence are valid
to a considerable degree.

TABLE IX - 24

C.D.O. EMPLOYMENT FOR ONE MONTH PERIOD PRIOR TO CURRENT
ARREST

Employment Number Percent

None 126 56.8
Less than a full day 12 5.4
One day only 6 2.7
2-3 days 15 6.8
4-7 " 22 9.9
8-15 " 17 7.7
Over 15 days 22 9.9
N.A. 2 .9

Total 222 100.1
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Another 11 C.D.O.s who had not worked in the month
preceding current arrest stated that they were physically
incapable of working. This finding is particularly interest-
ing since the medical examination of this sample diagnosed
19 men as permanently unfit for work and another 10 who
required significant therapy to become fit. The suggestion
is that some men - at least 18 - who are supposedly incapable
of work are actually seeking, and moreover finding, employment.
Direct observations revealed that a number of those classified
as physically unemployable participants fully in the rather
demanding and physically rigorous lifestyle of the Skid Row
men, including walking several miles each day and being
exposed to the extremes of weather.

On the other hand, of the 87 men who were not prevented
from obtaining employment for health reasons, 20 claimed to
have sought work unsuccessfully. The remaining 67 were
judged fit to work and were out of jail long enough to look
for work, but neither sought nor found it.

The most obvious reason for not working, as we
suggested, is being in jail. However, many of the men
actually work in jail where they are 'regulars' on the work
crews. Chapter VI of this Study ( The Jail ) points out that
53 per cent of the C.D.O.s had regular jobs in jail and an
additional 21 per cent did work but had no regularly assigned
positions - this despite the fact that they receive no money
for working in jail and only 7 cents a day as an inmate of
the Reformatory. Money plays almost no part in the custodial
life except to purchase tobacco in jail (although tobacco
is issued free in other institutions) or to pay fines to
lessen the term of incarceration by a few days. Both these
occurrences are infrequent for the C.D.O.s.

Observations indicate that these men who work are
in better health and work harder than the men who do not
work either in custody or outside.

Most chronic drunkenness offenders have a reputation
amongst custodial staff as being extremely conscientious
and enthusiastic workers, and the C.D.O.s in turn are often
informally rewarded for their efforts by receiving better
and more food, cigarettes from the staff and more privileges
and freedom. Moreover, those C.D.O.s who are regularly
assigned to specific work crews in the jail are rated as
being the best prospects for rehabilitation (p<. .01).
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However, the C.D.O.s' working habits in jail
appear to be relatively distinct from their behaviour on
the outside. In the first place, we note that those who
regularly work when in jail are neither more nor less
likely to work on the outside than those who do not work
in jail. Moreover, an analysis of the relationship
between the length of time outside (after last release)
and the amount of work done during that time shows that
no statistically significant association exists here either.
That is, the C.D.O. who was at liberty for a longer period
was no more likely to have worked than the C.D.O. who was
free for a shorter period (excluding those who had been
free for less than 24 hours) . A qualification to these gen-
eralizations is provided by the unsurprising finding that

the C.D.O. who is discharged from custody with no money
is more likely to undertake employment then the man who
is released with money (p <..01) .

Though incarceration may be an important obstacle
to regular work on the outside, it does not hold, as might
be expected, that steady or regular work is a significant
deterrent to arrest for the confirmed drunkenness offenders.
In fact, we found no significant difference in the duration
of the time interval between last release from jail and
present incarceration with respect to the different
"productive" categories. That is, a C.D.O. whose primary
gainful economic activity was legitimate work was unlikely
to remain out of jail any longer than the person who
begged, stole or did not work at all. However, we also
found that the C.D.O. who did not work after last release
was likely to have had a greater lifetime number of convic-
tions for public intoxication (p <.02) . It is probable that
this finding is substantially influenced by the factors of
age and/or health which have been shown previously to be
related (p<.01 and p ^:^^.05, respectively) to amount of
work done, but it also might be true that veteran offenders
eventually give up the search for work altogether.

Lack of control over drinking was a reason often
given by the C.D.O.s for their not working, as we mentioned
esi^lier. The relationship between working and drinking is
not a simple one, however, for a few of the men also blame
lack of work opportunities for their excessive drinking.
When asked why they drank heavily, 38 (24.2%) of those
answering this question referred to the lack of employment
and an equal proportion (24.8%) offered this as the reason
for other C.D.O.s' excessive drinking. Yet only one (3.5%)
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of 29 C.D.O.s gave lack of work as his reason for drinking
after leaving Brookside Clinic, 8 out of 103 (7.8%) mentioned
this reason for drinking following discharge from the A.G.
Brown Clinic, and no one (of 40) blamed unemployment for
return to drinking following treatment at the Salvation
Army Harbour Light Clinic. Nineteen men (8.7%) gave lack
of employment as their reason for returning to drink after
their last abstinence, while 24 men (10.3%) gave this as
the reason for beginning to drink after their last discharge
from incarceration. Interestingly enough, there is only a
partial overlapping of these responses in terms of specific
individuals. Also, it is noted that these figures bear
little relationship to the number who actually worked
after their last release from jail.

The relationship between working and drinking is an
intricate one because the two patterns of behaviour, the
one "productive" and the other "consumptive", seem to be
mutually exclusive and yet interdependent. Working and
drinking are alternative organizing principles for the
chronic drunkenness offenders' use of time and personal
resources. That is, work appears to introduce a particular
structure into the daily life of the C.D.O.s. Thirty-two
of them (14.0%) stated that they had a daily plan of
activities only when they were working, while another 40
(17.9%) referred to having such a plan when and if they
were looking for work. If a C.D.O.^s life is not structured
around and by work, it is a virtual certainty that it will
be structured around drinking and obtaining alcohol, often
with panhandling or stealing as a means to that end.

Because of the uncontrolled nature of their drinking,
working is essentially incompatible with drinking for these
men as they themselves recognize. In fact, 5 C.D.O.s (2.2%)
gave "looking for work" as the main reason for their last
abstinence, and another 26 (11.3%) gave working as the
main reason for their having stopped drinking. We also
found that the C.D.O. who displayed a period of abstinence
immediately following release from jail was more likely to
have worked than the C.D.O. who did not have such a period
of abstinence (p <^.02) . Certainly related to this finding
is the fact mentioned earlier that the C.D.O. who is dis-
charged from custody with no money is more likely to work
than is the man who is released with money (p<.01), and
that the C.D.O. who has funds at the time of discharge is
more likely to begin drinking first (p<.01) . However,
we also found that neither the length of the drinking spree
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nor the daily alcoholic intake during the period of drinking
was related to whether a C.D.O. worked or not. When the
spree begins# then# seems to be related to whether or not
the C.D.O. had to work in order to buy the first drink# but
once the binge has begun# it will run its course regardless
of what means# legal or illegal# the C.D.O. must employ
to finance his drinking.

One interpretation of these observations is that
working and drinking constitute two more or less distinct
phases of the life of the C.D.O. on the outside. It would
appear that four basic patterns exist with respect to
the relationship between drinking and the termination of
employment. The first involves the C.D.O. 's quitting a
job when he wants to begin drinking. This pattern can
occur whether the man was abstinent before beginning the
job or merely stopped drinking once he began working.
The second pattern occurs when the C.D.O. is drinking
while holding a job# beginning either before or after
starting the job; eventually the actual drinking and its
associated activities takes precedence and so he quits the
job. The third manner in which the job is terminated is
that the C.D.O. is fired as the direct result of his
drinking or his drink-related behaviour. Here again the
drinking may have begun either before or after he began
the job. The fourth pattern is somewhat different in that
it involves the intervention of a policeman# who brings an
end to the C.D.O js employment by arresting him for drunken-
ness. This last pattern is the only instance where the
frequently iterated statement# "I would still be working
if I hadn't been picked up#" is applicable. The indication
is# however# that in only a few cases does the enforcement
of the public intoxication statute directly cause the C.D.O.
to lose a job.

We noted earlier that whether a chronic drunken-
ness offender works does not significantly affect the
length of time he is able to stay out of jail - although
we would have expected the working C.D.O. to avoid arrest
longer since he did not start drinking as soon as the non-
worker. Actually we found that the longer a C.D.O. was
out of jail the longer was the duration of his drinking
(p <1.01) . Working# then# does not affect the length of
the period of his freedom. The reason for this apparent
anomaly is probably supplied by the C.D.O. s themselves
who say that after abstaining while they are working#
they tend to spree drink rather than drinking in a more
controlled way over a period of time. This of course
makes them more vulnerable to arrest on account of their
visible intoxication.
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In any event, whether the C.D.O. works or not,
the period of freedom inevitably terminates in drinking
and arrest.

Bain (8) and Bogue (13) both argue that there is
an inverse relationship between the amount of drinking
and the amount of work engaged in by Skid Row inebriates.
Presuming that the more drinking a man does, the more
money he needs for it, then if he does not work, he must
get the money from charitable or illegal sources, or old
age or veteran's pensions. The probability of success in
tapping most charitable sources, private or public
decreases with the amount of the drinking. Only pensions
are not contingent upon acceptable behaviour or evidence
of rehabilitation. Hence excessive drinking often results
in illegal or criminal behaviour.

In summary then, there is an element of paradox
inherent in the relation between working and drinking.
On the one hand, without working, the C.D.O. may not
have sufficient funds to permit him to drink unless he
engages in other less socially acceptable economic
activities, such as begging or stealing. But at the
same time, it is the worker who has the money in hand
to buy drink, whereas the non-worker must constantly
stop drinking to go out and raise money.

These patterns of drinking and job termination
mentioned earlier apply to the C.D.O. s in almost any
living accommodation or situation, including private
rooms, hotels or missions, rehabilitation centres or
the homes of non-Skid Row relatives or friends. Each
time the pattern recurs, it tends to be reinforced,
leading ultimately to no work at all. This behavioural
sequence is particularly characteristic of the man who
imposes on non-Skid Row friends or relatives, since
each abortive attempt at holding a job results in
reciprocal alienation between the chronic drunkenness offender
and his family and friends. As we mentioned earlier,
the C.D.O. who has no contacts with family members is
the least likely to have worked after his last release
from incarceration (p <.001)

.

The relationship between working and drinking
is not a simple one partly because of the social situa-
tion in which the C.D.O. drinks. That is, obtaining a
supply of alcohol is more than a question of economics:
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it also involves a complex set of social relationships and
reciprocal favours and obligations. Rooney (83) observed
that Skid Row winos drink in groups because such an arrange-
ment allows these impoverished men to pool their resources
in order to^ "raise the price" of a bottle. This pattern
of purchasing is certainly the most common one observed
among the Skid Row C.D.O.s we studied. Rubington's (85)

observations that these men have an inability to procure
a sufficient supply of alcohol or to choose their drink-
ing companions is not consistent with our evidence which
from interviews and from participant observation, indicates
relatively little problem in obtaining an adequate supply
of alcohol, except possibly on Sundays and holidays. This
discrepancy between Rubington's and our findings is not
so surprising, however, in the light of the fact that the
Toronto Skid Row has a reputation among Skid Row men for
being one of the most affluent in North America. Also,
although there appears to be a certain degree of the
indiscriminate drinking-partner selection that Rooney (83) ,

Rubington (85) and others speak of, the C.D.O. does tend
to gravitate to a certain geographic area and to drink in
certain gangs.

To the extent that the C.D.O. is integrated into the
heavy drinking subculture, however, he tends to be socially
alienated from the legitimate work situation, although he
may normatively accept the economic success goals of the
larger society. To this extent, the C.D.O. pattern follows
that blueprint for deviance suggested by Merton (62) and
others where a discrepancy is perceived between valued
goals and the individual's means of achieving these ends.
The C.D.O.'s repsonses to this disjunction are, on the one
hand, "retreatist" insofar as his behaviour is dominated
by heavy drinking, and at the same time "innovating" to
the extent that he engages in means of acquiring money
alternative to legitimate work, for example, begging,
stealing or living off charitable sources.

On the one hand, as we suggested, the C.D.O. seems
to share the goals and values of the larger society in
reference to work and monetary success, although we cannot
discount the possibility that perceptions may have been
selectively recalled and that reports may have been
influenced by and edited for the approval of the interviewer.
Nevertheless, when asked what they liked about their present
way of life, no C.D.O.s included references to work or
money, whereas in response to the question of what they
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disliked/ 35 (15.3%) C.D.O.s referred to the lack of money/
38 (16.6%) to the lack of work/ and another 56 (24.5%)
despaired of both. Thirty-four (14.9%) referred to periods
of unemployment as the time when they feel lonely and
another 21 (92%) said they felt lonely when they were with-
out money. '

,

When asked about their image of work in their
immediate/ long term and "imaginary" future/ the C.D.O.s
responded as follows. One hundred and forty-two (62.1%)
stated that work was in their plans before their last
release from incarceration/ and 102 (44.6%) referred to
finding work as a primary objective following conclusion
of their present sentence.

Another question related to the chronic drunkenness
offender's perception of his immediate economic future
was whether or not he would undertake retraining for
employment. One hundred and twenty-one men (54.0%)
responded "yes"/ while 51 (22.8%) said "no" and 52 (23.2%)
did not answer. This overriding affirmative and "conform-
ing" response must not be taken literally/ however. To
begin with/ there are several training courses availbale to
the men which are not only free but where the participants
are paid/ and yet none of the C.D.O.s had enrolled by the
time of the study and the one man who subsequently did so
never attended a single class. Further/ those who worked
following their last release from jail showed no more
inclination for further training than those who did not
work/ nor was there any significant difference between age
groups on this question.

Turning to the C.D.O.s' projected and/or imagined
economic careers/ we again found a mixed picture/ perhaps
reflecting some ambivalence of attitude. When asked,
"What would you do differently if you had your life to
live over?"/ 129 (57.6%) of the men in the sample made
no reference to preparation for work or economic security.
But of those 86 (38.4%) who did, 26 (30.2/o) referred to
obtaining a better education, 38 (44.2%) to learning a
trade or profession, 7 (3.1%) to owning a business and

5 (2.2%) to pursuing a career in the military services.
In the more general area of habits and patterns of
behaviour, 48 (21.4%) said they would try to work harder
and/or more steadily, and 18 (8.0%) stated that they would
try to be more careful with their money.
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To the question "What would you ask for if you
were told you could have three wishes granted?" fully 104
(46.4%) of the C.D.O.s included economic items in their
first wish. Specifically, 53 (23.7%) mentioned stability
or security of employment, 44 (19.6%) referred to making
more money',,, and 7 (3.1%) wished for better education or
occupational skills. Of the 88 (39.3%) who gave economic
items as their second wish, 45 (20.1%) referred to stability
of employment, 34 (15.2%) to making more money and 9 (4.0%)
to better education. For the 70 (31.2%) who gave economic
items as their third wish, 23 (10.3%) desired employment
stability, 40 (17.9%) wished for more money, and finally,
7 (3.1%) wanted better job training.

It is interesting that for all three wishes, economic
items were the most numerous and also were most often the
first wish. On the face of it one might conclude that the
importance the C.D.O. places on economic factors augurs
well for rehabilitation. Actually, this would be a very
hasty and substantially erroneous conclusion.^ To begin
with, earlier evidence indicated that the actual work
activities of the C.D.O. are not only limited in quantity
but are severely lacking in stability as well as rewards,
both material and non-material. Further, when questioned
about the conditions that would be required for their
wishes to come true, the majority of the C.D.O.s could not
or would not give an answer. These findings, along with
those noted above, that the C.D.O.s had only ephemeral
"plans" for education and job retraining, are consistent
with Hochwald's (37) notion that this kind of man cannot
adequately visualize the means to their goals. Those
C.D.O.s who did volunteer an answer to the above-mentioned
question tended to indulge in the somewhat circular
reasoning that their economic wishes would come true if
they could "get a good job" or "hang on to a job", or "if
I could only control my drinking"

.

There is ample evidence, however, that these men
are extremely unlikely to stop or control their drinking,
even though independent evidence as well as the statements
of some of the men themselves suggest that employment is
not impossible to obtain despite their low level of work
skills. Other than the decidedly handicapped, most of the
C.D.O.s admit that they have been able to find work when
they really tried. What is more difficult for the C.D.O.
is to sustain the employment.

g After continual enquiry and search over a period
of several years, we have arrived at a total of only nine
reported cases of recovery of bona fide Skid Row C.D.O.s.
These cases extend over a period of approximately twenty
years and all have achieved considerable acclaim amongst
the Skid Row C.D.O.s (1965)

.
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Most C.D.O.s give no evidence of having serious
intentions of changing their present situations. Ninety-
one men (39.8%) stated that they had no plans for alter-
ing their present way of life, while another 99 men (43.3%)
did refer .to some change but nothing related to changing
their drinking behaviour or leaving Skid Row. Foreman's
(31) interpretation of collective deviant behaviour in
terms of the concept of "resignation" would appear to
be relevant here.

We could anticipate the alienation of the Skid Row
C.D.O. from the legitimate work situation simply on the
basis of the fact that the costs seem to outweigh the
rewards. Because the intrinsic satisfaction in the kinds
of work they typically do is extremely limited and because/
as we suggested earlier, the extrinsic rewards are also
minimal/ the work ethic in its traditional sense would
seem to have only vestigial significance to most Skid
Row C.D.O.s.

An important source of gratification normally
derived from the work situation is the social relationships
developed on the job which are carried over into informal
social activities. For the drunkenness offender, however,
this factor tends to be relatively inconsequential. To
begin with, as the result of their general alienation
from the dominant society, it is difficult for the C.D.O.s
to affiliate and identify with non-Skid Row workers, and
vice versa. Secondly, the transient nature of virtually
all their employment activities precludes the establish-
ment of sustained social and emotional relationships.
Moreover, neither the C.D.O. himself nor the employer
who profits from the absence of labour solidarity is
sufficiently motivated to disrupt this work situation
in which the men are relatively anonymous and atomized.

This alienation from the employment situation is
clearly evident from a number of the C.D.O.s' responses
that reflect affiliative activities at work. We found
that a total of only 9 men participated in other activities
besides work with their work associates, and only one of
these referred to recreational activities which are not
typical of Skid Row and which he engaged in with non-Skid
Row fellow workers. For the other 8 men, drinking was the
only informal activity they shared with their work associates
and at that it involved primarily other Skid Row C.D.O.s.
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None of the others of the 94 men classified as "workers"
participated in shared recreational activities with men
who were not habitues of Skid Row. Moreover, only 4 C.D.O.s
(1.7%) do most of their drinking with work associates, and
of these, 2 marginal to Skid Row society and 2 are non-
Skid Row.

In addition to the above-mentioned non-material
deprivations in the C.D.O.s' work situation, we note the
level of wages is markedly low. The average hourly earn-
ing for these men was found to be $1.22, which compares
unfavourably with the lowest wage listed in official
sources for the year 1961 in Toronto, the $1.66 received
by labourers in the manufacturing industry. Still
greater is the contrast to the $2.00 per hour average
earnings of the Toronto construction labourers. In many
respects, the actual work done by the C.D.O.s is very
similar to both of these better paid activities, and yet,
for the C.D.O.s there does not appear to be parity with
these workers as to the amount of pay per unit work.

It is very difficult to make valid comparisons
with the incomes of other alcoholic populations mentioned
in the literature, since where the classifications and
categories are comparable, the populations are usually
dissimilar,^ and where the populations are similar the
classifications are incomparable. Nevertheless,
Pittman and Gordon (72) found that their sample worked
at jobs which paid in 1958 in Rochester, New York,
approximately the same hourly wage as that received by
the C.D.O.s in our sample. Our findings are similar to
those of Bahr (6) who reports that Bowery men in 1966
were actually earning less than men with less education
living on other Skid Rows a decade or more earlier.
Bogue's (13) findings on Chicago in 1963 showed first, that
the overall Skid Row hourly earnings approximated those of
the C.D.O.s, although possibly a little less, and secondly,
that the alcoholic derelicts did not fare any worse in
terms of hourly wages than the Skid Row men who drank less.

^ For example, Pittman and Gordon (72) included
in their sample incarcerated men who had had at least one
conviction, at any previous time, for public intoxication,
whereas our criterion for inclusion was three convictions
for public drunkenness within the prior twelve month
period.
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In fact, Bogue reported that in the \eek preceding the
interview the derelicts "earned" niore than any other
drinking category of men he studied.

Although exceptions to this overall interpretation
may exist, 'it seems clear that the employment opportunities
available to confirmed chronic drunkenness offenders are
characterized by considerable deprivation. There is little
if any intrinsic reward in the type of work they do, and in
addition the social and material gratifications are extremely
limited. The C.D.O. is aware of the prevailing wage scale
as it applies to other workers but there is little if any-
thing that he can do to reduce the disparity. Since the
mutual acceptance of the differences between the Skid Row
C.D.O. and the non-Skid Row worker simply reinforces this
disparity, the Skid Row C.D.O. becomes the end product
of an intense and protracted alienation process, and hence
reversals or profound and enduring changes become increas-
ingly unlikely.

It is unwise to draw inferences about the standard
of living of the C.D.O.s from their wage levels alone, how-
ever, since it must be remembered that different alcoholic
and non-alcoholic groups have different consumption patterns
as well as varied sources of income which make direct
comparisons of either productive or consumptive activities
somewhat questionable, if not irrelevant. For example,
many Skid Row persons, alcoholic or otherwise, derive items
of food, clothing and shelter more or less regularly in free
or subsidized form from charitable institutions on or connected
with Skid Row. Moreover, they may also have supplementary
sources of income, legal and illegal, which typically are
not available to non-Skid Row persons. And finally, their
pattern of alcohol consumption is largely collective, which
makes any calculation of the disposable income available to
individuals for purchasing alcohol misleading, if not entirely
erroneous

.

Undoubtedly one of the more important influences
on the Skid Row chronic drunkenness offender's attitude
towards work, then, is the relative productivity of other
means of obtaining money, goods and services. In fact, there
would appear to be a certain rationality in their reliance
on illegal and charitable economic sources, since these
outlets often yield greater returns than legitimate work.

For example, five to ten minutes of begging can be
as productive as an hour's work, and a theft requiring only
minutes may be even more profitable. Similarly, missions.



9riS^eni6soai<i^jtei»r; «a,.tt4'‘iadJ &9^:io<»T^^a^ «?
yioB oBdi 9ip.a4n&<»Hxae,t a;t3il|ia6;9d.jr^

CC'i^^ “'.."tii^JV* arf''n9flil|o Y-joe»5so,'^nij(aJ:i6

n^^sS9:tq-isJni ‘llBi^tvqffairfl ,oi>' Sfloliq^jts ..

BsiJi/u/Jioqqo inanqjoiqing 9ffi ieili lasio Bme»a,i^i' .iBixa vafR
a-16 B^tabaoiSo'asannsjfnwTib oifjoTffo tam-iiinoo oi aldcliavaaiidil al aiarfT .dpidsyiiqab'alcfaiBbiartoo EJ^sidsiouqBrio

m-
i

',yU
I

fll bns ^o6
,

I&J;POKi| 9‘CfS*/3oi'^.T^b'£

Ji(

Ylem3'i4txdTf©-xB
aXcD© ©pBw QallJ:i3V3'iq ©ix5 5o ®'xbw» ai^ ©flT
^yas ai ,3Xi;tiI ixi4 |!t©?tiow -i^rfio 8©JtXqqi& ii as

oi ob xitfo ed dsr£J onJidJ
n©©w.^^ ^opn©*i©i5Xfj ariJ io ©DosiqapoB Xsi/iiim

axrfi aaDzoinio-i YXqmXa wt^.^bxjfa-non' ©rt:t bna •6*£la0
" ^3^fcK:>iq bno qrfj s^mpooct, .O.a.O^^woa biXB ©ff:J' ,Y.iiisqaxb
&onBn^bas

fjia0, 9;©i|©inX ob-^o-&H©ioni ©^p©d appoarfo ppX:ti/iMi© briB bnx^otoiq %X4sa«2©v®-i ?

fo^ebaerra srfij cti/oc^fi ©©onois^ni wa-ib o^ ssXwil? aX :tl
’

-worf ,9noXfi aX©v©X ppsw iXarf;*, 0io'xana*Q,a,O.,©rfX to pnXviX to
XXoffoolB iti3:t3ttXb iBrfJ fed dfewm ©onie

noXdqniJLianaD ,,:f/i9U©t5-tf> ov^irf oXl0fiC?O'X©-aoiT bn«
^dp©':ab aAsm rfqXrfw Bmopn^ to aoooooa baiTiBY^^i iX©>r

'

3jB
aoXt^lvXioB ovidqmuanop to oviJouborq Torftio to edOaxTBO/Boo

yoXqi^x© TO*! * dnBVoXsTTx' ci^oa tX diSwfiv/aMiio®
am0i| ®viT©b lOaivnjarfiq to oilorfooXa ,3dOa’^T©,q?^'»^o)? fei;XS vds/n

93t1 rrx \lTBXi;ps»T eaaX To ©Torn T^dlerTfi ba& gnJ^rfjQio ^boot tobs^oannoo to no anoXdo:^xianX ©XdBiiTBrfo uiOTci fTTrbt £>%aibi3dt/a*^T0
\Te^n©fnoXqqi/a 9vet{ oaXa ys/fi tT^vpsTPM b£?fS rfsiw
OTB yXXfloXqyd doidv. .jjX&ooXJlX .brus-.. .Cjbpo'X- to- ©©OTX^oia

Ti©rf:t ,YXXsni,t bnA *:.,afid0T9q wo^' bid'8-snod, ojt^'e'XdaXifiV© Tort"'
VX©pT.t3X ei noidqmijadon nToidBa

oT aXdsXisvB ©iwopnX ©Xdaaoqsjb to /Tsdlti^^^ Yrifi aa^fsm
YXaTlino ton tx ^paXbeoXBim lorfor^Xs p/ixojsdoTx/q Tot aXst^bivX^l

Sfi

.’S’.':
il'I.'^X-, -••

aopnoultfti in^^^ToqmX .©TOffi ©fft^,!lrQ ofto YXboJdxiobjnU
aObuttidB, 8 •Tobao'ttOT^eonrxrojCatrttb' dt,(tdTdD 'wod bi:?(a edj^^no

T©ffto to Y^xvX-tooboTq ©vX-^fiXoT^offi^’ at ^o©ffd id'tiow abTBvbd
©Tarf:? *dost nl iC^oxviaa'' bqs.,v8bBo^i ,Y©x«om ^x»XxtX«ddo to krtBsm

sonBXXeT Tiarfi, itl ^^i:|'sd6X:tBT ''hiadMo' OT
' T«©qqB^' fo'ioow"'

©sorf.-f aortla ,®©0TiXO6 oiwnooa 'aldftdi'Tafe^ b/ie ispeIXx no
.jCtcw ©JAmJdi^l 8n,T0.i:!teT'£T©ia©tp''^:b^ adoi-TPo

ft f -Ji i
^.)

* iM
nBD^_prti1g>^>©d:

|:p a©:tYnl:m
yX/io prtxTidpaT i^^TOW ,a *'TJEiod'diS"’'feB:
venoiaaim ,YX,TBiif>ii2 ,pei4stX%opiq .YBm'taOTualm

)}



96

churches and public welfare agencies serving Skid Row are
very undemanding and relatively lucrative sources of food,
clothing and shelter, and even cash. Probably most signi-
ficant of all is the social and normative encouragement
that the C.D.O. receives from his Skid Row affiliates
to engage in these alternative gainful activities. One
of the key differences for the C.D.O. between regular
legitimate work and their other quasi-legal and illegal
gainful activities is that in the latter situations, the
potentiality for friction with 'straight' employers over
their uncontrolled drinking and attendant unreliability
on the job is greatly reduced. In fact, the C.D.O. s seem
to work most conscientiously and steadily in the situation
where their productive activities are uncontaminated by
their drinking habit, namely in jail. Furthermore,
Hochwald's (37) contention that alcoholics prefer work
involving creativity, independence, public contact,
excitement and action is borne out to the extent that these
transient economic activities permit the C.D.O. to work
when he feels like it and drink when he doesn't.

Whereas steady working and drinking must be
relatively separate activities, begging and stealing may be
closely integrated into the drinking pattern itself: for
example, many of the men must drink in order to muster
the necessary courage and initiative to beg or steal.
Accordingly those C.D.O. s with fairly extensive criminal
records are much less likely to spend time at legitimate
money- earning. In theoretical terms, these quasi-legal and
illegal means of acquiring enough money to subsist may be
regarded as "innovative" adaptations in Merton's terms (62)
to the discrepancy experienced between culturally prescribed
success goals and socially structured access to those goals;
and, at the same time, in Cloward and Ohlin's (19) terms,
as the expected responses to illegitimate opportunity
structures available in the subcultural environment of
Skid Row.

Although the comparative figures from the literature
on C.D.O. s and Skid Row populations do not necessarily
represent chronic or complete unemployment, they do suggest
that considerable portions of these populations, including
those who may be unemployable, must be more or less chroni-
cally unemployed. The corollary to this conclusion, then,
is that substantial proportions of these populations must
derive some income from other sources. Although Peterson
and Maxwell (71) refer to working and "bumming" as the two
main sources of income, they do not state the precise
proportions. Other investigators including Bain (8)

,

Bogue (13), LoCicero (51) and Pittman and Gordon (72) make
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almost no reference to the illegal activities which are
such prominent features of our Skid Row C.D.O.s. In fact,
one might reasonably conclude from this literature that
most Skid How alcoholics indulge in little or no illegal
behaviour and further that the physically capable derive
all or most of their income from legitimate employment.
This assumption is incompatible with the findings in this
literature itself on the typical Skid Row alcoholics 's

way of life. More important for present purposes, how-
ever, is that it is inconsistent with our field observa-
tions and interview findings that illegal sources represent
by far the largest area of the C.D.O.s' "productive" activities,
with nearly 70 per cent of the men in the sample deriving
most of their "regular income" directly or indirectly from
illegal sources.

This oversight in the literature is somewhat
surprising, considering that these authors typically
describe the drinking behaviour of these men as "uncontrolled".
Once a spree has begun, it is unlikely that the men would
stop drinking in order to work to earn money to perpetuate
the binge, and since these investigators also agree on the
extremely short term nature of the employment undertaken
by these men, it would seem even less probable that they
would have earned and saved enough to last for an extended
spree. In the unlikely event that this did occur, the
Skid Row subcultural norm of reciprocity would undoubtedly
result in rapid dissipation of the funds. Hence it would
seem to be quite reasonable to expect that the Skid Row
C.D.O. would engage in illegal and/or "parasitic" activities
to supplement their unstable and meagre legitimate incomes.
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ILLEGAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

Of particular relevance in discussing the illegal
economic activities of the chronic drunh is the information
contained in the writings of Ribton-Turner (79 )

,

Anderson
(1, 2) and Sutherland & Locke (100) for the past, and
Peterson and Maxwell (71) , Rooney (83) , and Rubington (86)
in terms of the present. These authors all point out the
involvement in illegal activities and especially the
particularly popular indulgence in panhandling, or begging.

Though details on the criminal activities of the
chronic drunkenness offenders in our study are to be found
in Chapter X - a few general points are of interest here
as they pertain to the C.D.O.s' means of seeking a liveli-
hood.

The data indicate that 61.8 per cent of our sample
have been recorded as having committed at least one criminal
offence. Following Giffen's (33) argument that criminal
statistics systematically underestimate the actual prevalence
of offences committed, we may safely speculate that the
rate of criminal deviance for our sample is in reality
even higher than this figure suggests. Even so, this estimate
is markedly higher than the 37.2 per cent reported by Pittman
and Gordon (72) and somewhat greater than the 59.2 per cent
recorded by Blacker and Kantor (10)

.

Further, our data suggest that involvement in
criminal activities may be integrally related to integration
into Skid Row and the chronic drunkenness pattern, since
those C.D.O.s who have been arrested for petty or serious
criminality also exhibit a higher rate of offences for
drunkenness. That this criminality is motivated by a
desire to sustain a way of life that involves a relatively
costly drinking habit is suggested by the fact that a clear
majority of non-drunkenness crimes recorded for the C.D.O.s
are gainful offences: 327 of the 580 indictable offences
committed by the total sample were in this category, which
is twice as large as the next largest category, crimes of
violence.
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Beggincr

Begging is the largest single source of money for
the chronic offender, and is also by far the most common
method usec^ . to get it. In our observations, we have yet
to encounter a C.D.O. who has not indulged in some form
of begging.

Amount of Begging ^ - Begging is the primary or
dominant form of "productive" activity for one-half of
our sample group of C.D.O. s (Table IX - 19) . In addition,
the other half indulges in begging to some extent. The
criminal records indicate that 49.4 per cent of the sample
had had one or more convictions for "Vagrancy 'B'" (the
Criminal 'Code offence for begging) in the period covering
the 6 years immediately prior to our investigation.
Considering both the conservative nature of criminal
statistics and the relatively short time period, it is
clear that begging is a very prevalent activity for C.D.O. s.

At one extreme are those chronic drunkenness offenders
whose sole source of money is begging, although they will
obtain goods and services from such places as missions. Their
begging tends to be indiscriminate in that they will beg when
drunk or sober, at any time of the day or night, anywhere
(that is, any geographic, social or economic area, although
most especially in the downtown areas) and from anybody
(except uniformed policemen) . Even for this group, however,
some concern for safety and discretion in selecting a good
time, place and "mark" is evident, at least when they are
sober.

At the other extreme are the occasional beggars.
They are likely to beg only when they have first lost
their inhibitions after a few drinks or when they are
suffering 'withdrawal' symptoms and their need is great
and immediate.

Techniques of Beqcrinq ^ - The previously popular
"Buddy, can you spare a dime for a cup of coffee?" is not
used often by the Skid Row C.D.O. He has a variety of
"eliciting" statements and sometimes concocts a plausible
hard luck story. Some of the more frequently employed
"lines" include:
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I just got in from ...(beggar usually gives the
name of a distant community, but sometimes just
refers to a province or region) and I'm trying
to get the price of a meal (or bed)

.

I've.got the promise of a job out in ... (names
a part of the city which is too far to walk to)
but I need transportation. Can you help me out?
(This pitch sometimes results in the donor giving
the beggar a street car ticket, which is readily
convertible)

.

Some Skid Row C.D.O.s have no reluctance in appealing
to the potential donor on the basis of needing a drink.
Hence this approach:

Man, I'm really in tough shape this morning

p

Could you help me get straightened out?

This is often embellished with some additional remark
referring to the necessity for the C.D.O. to get himself in
better condition to fulfill some legitimate commitment
(e.g. welfare official or employment contact)

.

Although the stories are varied, certain character-
istics are common. One feature is a play on the sympathy
of a potential donor; another is an aura of legitimacy;
and finally the appeal is almost always for a nominal sum
of money ("anything will help")

.

To the basic appeal are frequently added verbal and/or
visual embellishment. The verbal additions include references
to being hungry, having no place to spend the night, really
wanting work ("I'd stop drinking if I got a job") or having
a hungry family. The visual gimmicks include walking sticks
or canes, bandages, and worn and torn clothing and shoes.

The main factor governing the begging behaviour
of the Skid Row chronic drunkenness offender is his own
personality. Thus, there are aggressive and passive beggars,
there are those who use an emotional approach, and others who
use a controlled/ intellectual technique. Some beggars find
no value conflicts in this behaviour while others can only
beg after consuming alcohol.
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The typical begging pattern is of relatively short
duration so that any attempts to arrive at a rate of
"productivity" is difficult. However, the best estimate
would indiqate that the price of a bottle (75 cents at the
time of th4„ field work ) is raised in approximately 20
minutes of steady activity. Since the begging activity
will cease (at least temporarily) after the price is raised,
any projection of this "75 cents in 20 minutes" rate to an
hourly or other longer rate is purely an intellectual
exercise.

Behaviour Patterns a - There are a few basic patterns
of behaviour relative to the "begging-drinking" relationship.
Some C.D.O.s seem to prefer raising the price of a bottle
on their own, even though they almost invariably share the
contents with others. However, most prefer the practice
of "going in" on a bottle which involves two or more of
them "piecing" the price by everyone contributing whatever
he can.

Another pattern is based on the prevalent norm of
reciprocity. If a worker has his pay or a pensioner or
welfare recipient has his cheque, he buys and shares his
bottle with others. When these sources are not available,
the "regular" beggar supplies the price. This norm of
reciprocity probably contributes to the high prevalence
of begging in two ways. First, even those who are
reluctant to beg feel compelled to do so when other
methods of raising funds are not available. Second, this
established social norm provides any C.D.O., including the
newcomer or the marginal C.D.O. with a sub-cultural ly
endorsed rationalization for begging, if one is needed.
The result of this behaviour is a reasonably equitable
contribution of each C.D.O. to his share of drinking.
The Marxian dictum of contributions "from each according
to his abilities, to each according to his needs" tends
to equalize resources regardless of the dominant source
of funds.

Although the duration of a begging
episode is simply long enough to raise the price of one
bottle, there are occasions where this pattern changes.
In the case of a group, begging for the price of more than
one bottle can be either deliberate or accidental. Where
it is deliberate, the group decides in advance to raise the
price of a specific number of bottles, the number depending
on the number of C.D.O.s involved and the planned method of
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drinking. The two most frequently observed patterns are
'holing up' which involves settling down in a room or a
secluded public spot for a drinking session lasting from a
few hours to several days; or the fast hit or 'quickie'.
Actually the practice of purchasing and consuming more than
one bottle ht a time occurs relatively infrequently and
usually involves three to four men at the most and about
the same number of bottles.

There appear to be a number of reasons why drinking
groups or "bottle gangs" (this does not include drinking
in rooms, etc.) only infrequently beg the price of more than
one bottle and then of no more than a few bottles. One
reason is the transiency of their inter-personal contacts.
Over the course of a given period of days, a C.D.O. may
spend a great deal of time in the company of certain other
C.D.O. s. However, this association is very intermittent
and the transciency of the bottle gangs is a good illustra-
tion of this instability. Another explanation for the
limited size of the bottle gang and duration of "begging
for the price" activity concerns vulnerability to arrest.
The larger the number that are begging and the longer the
begging persists, the more conspicuous the activity becomes.
It should also be noted that the larger the group, the
greater the vulnerability to police attention. In addition,
there is some evidence of a desire on the part of the parti-
cipants themselves to keep the group small in order to avoid
the internal friction and tension that larger numbers
typically appear to produce.

Finally, evidence of the willingness to delay
gratification • which is absent from most of the C.D.O. s'

behaviour is very clearly illustrated by their inability
to postpone their drinking when on a spree. Thus begging
is very rarely a "collective" activity, and when it does
occur in this manner it involves a small number of C.D.O.s
and lasts a relatively short period of time.

In the event that collective begging has raised
something in excess of the exact price of a certain number
of bottles, the C.D.O. who happened to be the last to
"piece in" his "earnings" will be the one left with the
change.

Observations and interview statements suggest that
this occurs regularly except in two instances: namely,
where a C.D.O. (typically a newcomer) is excessively
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zealous in contributing first, or where a person "holds
back" (more typical of certain old-timers) . Both forms
of behaviour indicate that these men have incompletely
internalized the sub-cultural norm of reciprocity, and
both are frowned on, with the latter being the object
of negative sanctions if chronically indulged in. These
negative sanctions, which generally consist of efforts
to exclude the culprit from participation in bottle gangs,
are not invoked, however, if the C.D.O. with the change
pieces the price of the next bottle.

It should be mentioned that this collective pattern
of begging has two major concomitant effects on the C.D.O. 's

behaviour. One is that it lends continuity to his drinking
whether with the same individuals or not, the other that it
tends to result in almost exclusively collective drinking.

Begging more than the price of one bottle .- When an
individual begs more than the price of one bottle, this
behaviour could be part of either of two basic drinking
patterns. He could be one of that small number of C.D.O.

s

who do a considerable amount of drinking alone. An actual
observed case will illustrate this pattern:

Alfred Markham was living in a "flop", with
his room rent, food, and tobacco just covered
by his pension. He was physically incapable
of work and, based on his employment record,
would not have worked even if he hadn't been
so incapacitated. His daily begging routine
(when he drank alone) was to leave his room
around 9 a.m. and travel one of several routes
to the nearest wine store which was a distance
of several blocks. Along the way he begged
and invariably raised the price of two bottles
before he arrived at his destination. Infrequently
he was observed bumming a "square John"^ or a
"mark"^ outside the wine store but usually he had
made the price before he covered the full distance.
Sometimes if he had raised more than the price of
two bottles, he would continue and raise the
price of three, but usually he would keep the
change as a "starter" on the next round. This
might be the same afternoon, or the following
morning.

^ Ordinary law-abiding citizen

^ Person from whom they expect to get something.
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This is an extreme case in several respects.
First, Alfred Markham's physical incapacities necessitated
almost a domiciliary existence. Second, his long standing
alcoholism, physical deterioration and age had greatly
reduced his tolerance to alcohol so that two bottles per
day could sustain him. His regular income from his pension
allowed him to' drink in a relatively safe manner in his room,
and finally, he had 'always been a "loner" on Skid Row, a
pattern which makes for marked isolation in old age. However,
he does represent one form of solitary begging for the price
of more than one bottle.

The other occasion when an individual begs more
than the price of one bottle is when he is planning to drink
with someone else who has a room. The man who "raises the
price" could also be the man who has the room, but usually
this is not the case. The main reason for buying two or
more bottles is not an obligation to the man with the room
but rather that, in having a room the two can drink in
relative safety and therefore for a longer period of time.
There are usually no more than two men in these drinking
sessions when the course of funds is begging. In contrast,
inside drinking involves much larger numbers when the source
of funds is other than begging. This is primarily due to
the fact that begging is generally the method which involves
the least amount of money at any given time, even though
it is the largest source over a period of time for most
C.D.O. s.

A particular form of begging that is almost incidental
in terms of amount of money gained and frequency of occurrence,
but which is highly significant in both social and psycho-
logical senses, is that involving a "recovered" or "recovering"
C.D.O. and an "active" one. Rubington (85) describes the
emotionally charged ambivalent nature of the situation where
the "recovering" C.D.O. (in a Halfway House) is approached
for a "touch" by the C.D.O. Since begging is so accepted
a form of behaviour for the Skid Row drunk and since the
expectation of reciprocity is well understood by both
parties, refusal is a difficult course of action. At the
same time, the C.D.O. attempting to "pull out", recognizes
the danger of participating in any of the activities which
are part of his earlier way of life. Thus an internal
dilemma confronts the "recovering" C.D.O. with respect to
begging. If he does "piece" the panhandler off, he will
be upset by his own identification with the act and its
underlying and attendant features that still exist, while
at the same time he may be uncertain as to his "recovery"
prospects and therefore unwilling to cut himself off from
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his Skid Row associates by refusing to adhere to the recipro-
city norm.

This phenomenon is particularly revealing in that
it clearly displays the existence of the strong psychological
and social forces that underlie the affiliations of the Skid
Row chronic drunkenness offenders. These forces are basic to
their identity as a sub-cultural group and must be accorded
central consideration in any attempt to understand both their
individual and collective behaviour. As they put it.

We know the only way to 'break out' is to
have no touch with the old crowd but it '

s

tough. We know what the guy's going through
when he puts the 'bite' on you. He probably
wouldn't do it unless he really needed it -

we all hope the guy's going to make it
(referring to the C.D.O. who's trying to go
'straight'), but if you're sick enough - from
withdrawal symptoms - you don't think about
it or you don't care. I guess the only way
is to be an S.O.B. and say no. The best
thing is to stay away from this district
(Skid Row) .

(Why don't more of you do that?)

Christ, ncpw you're asking it. Some guys have
done it. l guess we don't have enough will-
power or something.

Other statements reflect the extreme alienation that has
taken place, such as:

What you can't stand are the four walls that you
have for company (when they leave Skid Row) . You
have to make new friends - I know that - but it's
not easy. So you go back. What else is there?
I know its the end but that's the way it is.

This mixture of reality and rationalization with
the undertone of pessimism and resignation is in most
instances part of the end product of a protracted process.
The extent to which it is present would appear to be
related directly to the duration of exposure to this way
of life.

A few names, which are repreatedly mentioned,
have assumed almost legendary proportions on Toronto's Skid
Row.
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Begging as an economic activity of the C.D.O., then,

is a universal source of funds, although it varies in extent
and frequency for individuals. We also find that it is

integrally related to drinking behaviour in a social,
psychological and an economic way, and therefore takes a

number of forms and patterns.

Theft

Theft is the second largest regular source of
income for the chronic drunkenness offender on Skid Row,
with 52 men (18.3%) deriving most of their income from it.

This ranks it just ahead of gainful employment (Table IX - 19)

.

In the 6 years immediately prior to this study, 51.6 per cent
of the entire sample have been convicted for theft at least
once. Moreover the number of convictions for theft offences
has tended to increase with length of time the person has
been involved in the chronic drunkenness pattern substan-
tiating our hypothesis that acquisitive offences are related
to the desire for alcohol.

Several factors influence the chronic drunkenness
offender in his decision to steal and in the selection of
the item to be stolen.

All of the chronic drunkenness offenders in our
group appear to have encountered some early training in
the basic code respecting private property. Adherence
to the code obviously varies among different C.D.O.s and
in different situations. Some of the men have had little
difficulty in turning to theft as an economic activity
while others, even after years of practising it, still
find it disturbing to steal. These C.D.O.s typically
drink before attempting the theft which not only gives
them courage but perhaps influences their moral decision.

It is interesting to note that C.D.O.s accused of
crime sometimes claim alcoholic (retrograde) amnesia.
This is consistent with one of Washburne's (112) inter-
pretations of alcoholic amnesia as representing "dissociated"
behaviour. Data are lacking to pursue the obvious
difficulties in interpreting this phenomenon as Armstrong
(4) discusses it^ but certainly we cannot reject the possibility
that this explanation given by the C.D.O.s is merely a rational-
ization for behaviour which he may consciously dissociate from
his value system.
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Petty Theft.- Although prior to integration into
Skid Row the C.D.O. may have engaged in more lucrative or
serious crimes, currently he is chiefly involved in
petty theft. This may be described as shoplifting or
boosting and typically involves notions and confectionaries
from smoke shops and drug stores; clothing, kitchenware
and small household items from department stores; and
foodstuffs from grocery stores. Other popular important
settings for theft are cars and private homes; business
offices rank far down the list.

The main specific motive in stealing is to get
money for alcohol. If the money is used for other purposes,
such as for a room or a meal, it is more than likely a
residual benefit. Stealing appears to be as much a hand-
to-mouth (or money-to-bottle) process as begging, occurring
more frequently when intense craving or withdrawal is
being experienced. When the C.D.O. pulls off a particularly
lucrative "caper" he is likely to be the supplier of both
alcohol and a room for as long as the money lasts.

Opportunities to steal fall into two categories:
planned and spontaneous. The planned type of theft pattern
is a relatively well-established routine for the old-timers
who indulge in thefts on a regular basis. They have a pre-
established modus operandi and also pre-selected objects in
terms of stores and type of item. For the newcomer the
act must be more deliberately planned: he not only has the
psycho-social obstacles to overcome but has to execute a
behaviour pattern that he has not yet learned. We have
the impression that most of the stealing activities of
the C.D.O. s are planned but that the planning is not long
or involved.

Spontaneous stealing is often precipitated by an
unforseen but seemingly fortuitous opportunity such as an
item on the seat of an obviously unlocked car. A really
"good go", that is, an easy or convenient opportunity,
provokes a theft when the C.D.O. is relatively sober;
when he is drunk an opportunity may seem to be a "good
go" and lead to a theft which is in fact risky or
difficult. The drunker the man is, the more likely he
is to act without planning or concern for safety. Many
C.D.O. s believe that a small amount of alcohol increases
their skill at theft by causing them to "loosen up", i.e.
to be less inhibited by fear. However, since most C.D.O.s
are compulsive or "loss of control"- type drinkers, they do
not stop at small amounts but get steadily drunker so that
alcohol contributes more to their getting caught than to
effective performance.
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Another consideration affecting the decision to
steal and the actual act of stealing is the disposability of
the stolen goods. Although virtually all items are dispos-
able through one channel or another, some are more easily
disposed of than others or bring in greater amounts of money.
Because they are easily marketed, such articles as cigarettes,
hand tools, hardware, small appliances, pens and pencils, and
small items of clothing such . as socks, gloves and handkerchiefs
are favoured by the C.D.O. These items not only find ready
buyers in the owners of certain retail establishments, but
are also sold directly to individuals who are approached in
the street or in beer parlours.

Actually, the question of "fencing" or "dumping"
stolen items is a matter of relative convenience since
virtually anything can be disposed of with enough effort,
even perishable food items such as uncooked meat and
poultry. The booster's primary concern regarding the
disposability of a stolen item is how readily it can be
sold and for how much money.

Non-Petty Theft.- Even though simple shop-lifting
is by far the most popular method employed by the C.D.O.
in his gainful criminal behaviour, other forms do occur.
Convictions for fraud were recorded for 41 (14.4%) of the
C.D.O. s, but many of these were relatively minor infractions
such as cashing a bad cheque. There was a definite indication
that the probability of a C.D.O. engaging in such fraudulent
practices increases with the length of time spent in the
chronic drunkenness pattern. In contrast, robbery appeared
on the records of only 7% of the sample and actually was
found to decline in frequency with integration into the C.D.O.
way of life. Indeed, these other forms of criminal activities
generally involved either marginal C.D.O. s or men with a
pre-C.D.O. history of crime. Even these somewhat atypical
C.D.O.s do not habitually indulge in these more serious crimes.
Moreover, the examples related to us in the course of the
research were impulsive acts, involving no long-term planning,
and were usually associated with disinhibiting and disorient-
ing affect of intoxication.

A few examples of these more serious gainful crimes
will illustrate the part played by alcohol and the relatively
unpremeditated and usually inept nature of this activity,
as well as the atypical characteristics of the C.D.O.s
involved.
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Case 1: Armed Robbery.

Joe Young is a 44-year-old, single man, born
and raised in Toronto, who had spent most of
his life on the fringe of illegal groups and
had been a professional boxer in his youth and
young adult years. Although a chronic drunken-
ness offender, he still retains some contacts
with non-C.D.O.s who are, however, largely
inhabitants of Skid Row. His father had led
virtually the same kind of life before him.

While at a drinking session with a group which
included Skid Row C.D.O.s, marginal Skid Row
C.D.O.s and a few "professional" criminals,
someone apparently happened to display a
revolver. This led to conversation about
robbery. "I don't really remember how I got
involved to begin with but the next thing I

know - Sam (a relatively unsuccessful professional
thief) had talked me into joining him in this caper.
I was all gassed up, I guess", Joe reports. As it
turned out, this "caper" involved an armed holdup
of a butcher store. Interestingly, both the
victim and the police are of the opinion that the
men might have been successful if they hadn't
delayed their departure by attempting to rob the
customers in the store.

For participating in this "caper", Joe Young was
convicted and sentenced to 5 years imprisonment
for armed robbery.

Case 2; Break and Enter

Andrew Bates is a 42 year-old man born and raised
in a small town in Southwestern Ontario. The
family background was both sociaJ.ly and economically
unstable. His police record shows serious offences
beginning in his late adolescence. He attempted
marriage, fatherhood and legitimate employment as
a truck driver. However, excessive drinking and
return to criminal activities resulted in his
wife and children leaving him. From that point he
gradually became more involved in crime and his
drinking increased. At the time of this offence
he was ac.D.O. , but not a member of the hard
core Skid Row group.
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This man happened to enter the foyer of a down-
town apartment building, trying to find a safe
place to drink. On finding the inner door open
he proceeded inside and then found the door of
one of the front apartments open. The typical
C.D.O. would be quite reluctant to enter a
private dwelling and even this man was some-
what hesitant. As he put it, though, he needed
the drink badly and thought he was too exposed
where he was. Since he would leave in a minute
or two he decided to chance it. After his first
swig of the bottle, he glanced around the room
partly unintentionally but also, according to
his own statements, "to look around". Most of
the items were either too large or of question-
able value for "fencing". What he did set his
eyes on, though, was what looked like a brand
new encyclopaedia set. Apparently the intent
to steal was only momentary at that point, for
he left the apartment to look for someone to
drink with.

As it turned out, he found a friend with whom
he drank the original bottle and one more. They
were now feeling pretty good, but had spent all
their money and were trying to decide on their
next course of action. This is the point at
which Andrew decided to steal the encyclopaedia
set, and he managed to talk his friend into help-
ing him. They returned and found the same doors
open and still no sign of anyone. Using the back
entrance they managed to transport the volumes to
a shed to the rear of the apartment and from there
they carried them at a somewhat leisurely pace to
the other man's room.

In this instance, the men were not caught, although
it did take several days before they found a "fence"
who paid them $80.00 for the item.

Case 3: False Pretenses and Forgery.

These offences were committed by George Malcolm,
a 28-year-old single man who has an older brother
who is also a C.D.O. They were both born and
raised in a lower class section of Toronto and
both had a history of delinquency and trouble with
the law. The older brother had served two peni-
tentiary sentences while George had served only
shorter sentences.
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These offences involved another man's credit
card which Malcolm claimed he had found in
the hallway of a rooming house. (The question
of an additional charge of theft had been
dropped by the police due to inadequate evidence.)
He apparently used the card quite carefully for
three weeks^ although he did live "high" and
bought clothes, etc., some of which he kept and
the rest he sold. The factor that "tripped
him up" was that his drinking, over time, gradually
increased with two disastrous consequences. The
most obvious effect was the deterioration in his
physical appearance as well as in his dress, but
equally damaging was the fact that he became
more and more careless in the manner in which he
used the credit card. Finally a suspicious clerk
raised some questions. George panicked and tried
to run away but was apprehended.

He was sentenced to 18 months (concurrent) for
each offence.

Case 4: Robbery with Violence.

Bill Taylor, 53 years old, had a varied career
of delinquency and crime, and drug addiction
preceding alcoholism. His childhood was extremely
disturbed and his own marriage and attempts at
employment were futile. Most of his adult life
had been spent in, or on the fringe of, criminal
groups. Crimes involving violence or the threat
of violence, were notable in his record.

This particular offence apparently occurred some-
what accidentally, arising from an ordinary drink-
ing incident. Bill was drinking in a tavern (male
section) when a waiter gave him a message from a
lady friend who wanted to obtain some liquor from
a bootlegger. When he went over to the women's
section to tell herhe would try to help her out,
he found her sitting with a well-dressed middle-
aged man. The liquor was apparently wanted so that
the two could retire to a hotel room. The woman had
this stranger "pegged" as a "mark" and was probably
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going to try to get him so drunk that he would
pass out.

Hence, Bill managed to get two bottles of whiskey
from a bootlegger and as it worked out, the three
of them went to a hotel room to drink.

Apparently after they had drunk only part of the
first bottle, the "mark" stated that he was going
to leave. Neither Bill nor the woman could recall
any action on their part to cause this apparent
alienation and they didn't know whether he was
frightened, bored, or disappointed. Nevertheless,
they both disliked the thought of losing this
opportunity at some easy money and so they began
to coax him into staying a little longer and to
having some more to drink. The harder they tried,
the more resistant and reluctant the mark became.
Finally, it reached the stage of physical violence
between the two men, with Bill first trying to
restrain the stranger physically from leaving, but
then both men progressed to the fighting stage.
With some nominal assistance from the woman,
against whom the charge was dismissed. Bill managed
to get the other man down and proceeded to beat
him into insensibility. Then he and the woman took the
man's money and jewellery and tried to leave the
hotel, but the noise had aroused the suspicion of
some other occupants who by that time had notified
the clerk. Bill and the woman literally walked
into the arms of the law.

Bill received a sentence of 3 years for the con-
viction on the charge of robbery with violence.

The men who commit these more serious gainful
criminal acts appear to be a distinct subgroup of the
chronic drunkenness offender population. Their background
is one of extreme social and economic deprivation with early
and frequently extensive histories of delinquency and crime.
At the same time, they do not display certain distinguishing
characteristics of the professional thief, such as special-
ized areas of competence, an established modus operand!,
and differential associations on the basis of these skills.
They tend to be migrants to Toronto more than the men
convicted of drunkenness offences only (Chapter X)

.
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Of the 65.9 per cent of the subjects who were migrant to
Toronto, fully 65.2 per cent were serious criminals, 21.9
per cent were petty offenders, and only 12.9 per cent
were pure drunks. Moreover, it was also the case that
only a small minority of the serious criminal offenders
had committed all their offences in Toronto, which suggests
that neither criminal associations nor opportunities to
engage in crime were the primary attractions of the city.

Despite variations, an overall pattern can be
discerned in the C.D.O.s' illegal gainful activities.
From the motive on, it is evident that their indulgence
in crime relates directly to their drinking behaviour.
The need to drink requires money but the drinking limits
or even precludes getting it through legitimate employment.
Through its disinhibiting effects, the drinking helps them
get the money in other ways, or to make the attempt to do
so.

A chronic drunk who is experiencing withdrawal may
be strongly motivated to steal (to get more alcohol) but the
performance of the theft itself will be negatively affected
by his mental and physical condition and quite likely by
his appearance. However, in another situation his drinking
behaviour may be an asset to thieving. For example, when
tie C.D.O. has just been released from jail and has managed
to get in on a bottle, his appearance is respectable and
the small amount of alcohol not only disinhibits him so
that he can perform efficiently, but it also stimulates
the desire for more, thereby intensifying the drive to
carry out the act of thievery. This "controlled" influence
of alcohol on theft performance is relatively rare, however,
occurring typically at the onset of a spree following dis-
charge from custody. If the C.D.O. gets well into a
spree from alcohol obtained through other sources (his
own "saving", work, begging, someone else's alcohol, etc.)
his theft performance will not display this particular
pattern. In general, the influence of alcohol on theft
performance is a detrimental one.

There is little doubt, too, that alcohol directly
and indirectly influences the consequences and rewards
of thievery. To begin with, chronic drunkenness offenders
are particularly vulnerable to detection and apprehension,
due not only to their usually inept performance, but also
to their reputation amongst both law enforcement personnel
and the staff of retail establishments. By the same token.
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this reputation of being "boosters" usually results in a
more certain conviction and a more severe sentence. While
a "Square John" thief may get a suspended sentence, proba-
tion, or fine, the C.D.O. is extremely unlikely to be let
off so easily. Nevertheless, he gets away with the theft
many more times than he is caught.

If he manages a successful theft, the C.D.O. is
again affected both indirectly and directly by his drink-
ing behaviour. His low status in the eyes of his potential
purchasers, whether members of the general public, legitimate
retail merchants or "fences" means he is likely to get even'
less than the 1/3 price standard. Furthermore, his specific
immediate condition directly influences the amount he
receives, since the drunker he is the less he will be offered
and the more likely he is to accept a ridiculously small sum
of money.

In short, then, every aspect of the C.D.O. 's act of
stealing - the motive, the perception of the opportunity, the
method and the outcome - is governed by his drinking behaviour.

A final word about the C.D.O. criminal activity should
be said in reference to a comparison with professional
criminals. Sutherland's book The Professional Thief (99)
describes how the profession of theft possesses certain
characteristics common to all professions. A direct com-
parison of these features with the thievery of the C.D.O. s'

shows only the most superficial resemblance. A chronic
drunk generally lacks any real skill in stealing and even
those who were professional thieves have lost most of their
"touch" by the time they enter this new way of life. This
relative ineptness is due not only to the debilitating
influence of alcohol, but also to the fact that most C.D.O.s
have no real "heart" for the activity. They would prefer
to obtain money through other, legal or at least less risky,
means. This is supported by Vender Kooi ' s (110) finding
that Skid Rowers still subscribe to the prevailing social
norms. While there may be an "apprenticeship" or training
arrangement of some kind in the professional criminal
group, no such concern is evident among the C.D.O.s. In
fact, social incentives for the C.D.O. to perform criminal
acts skilfully are, relatively speaking, quite weak.

A case in point is the lack of emphasis or importance
placed on criminal performance by this population. The man
who gets caught is not held in any lower esteem because of
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his failure than is the man who is successful.. There may
be a temporary reaction on the part of other C.D.O.s if
they were depending on him to provide the money for the
alcohol, but only if they are experiencing the more
intense "craving" such as that related to withdrawal.
Except for the previously mentioned marginal criminal
sub-group, there appears to be no evidence of individual
and collective pride in being an accomplished criminal.
Nor is there any greater or lesser value placed on
"earning" money by illegal means in comparison to
legitimate means.

Similarly, there is no "consensus" such as is
described by Sutherland, with the C.D.O. population on
the normative basis of criminal activity. No common
set of attitudes and perceptions are held by all C.D.O.s
towards criminal situations or acts. Most of the C.D.O.s
who do not participate in criminal activities other than
begging, are likely to perceive crime in much the same
vague and ambivalent manner as those who regularly "boost"
and steal.

Finally, the social organization of the C.D.O.s is
not influenced by their activities in the criminal area or
structured along the lines of criminal associations, with
the possible exception of the numerically small marginal
criminal sub-group. Actually, as long as they are even
"marginal" criminals they are likely to be somewhat
marginal with respect to other features of the C.D.O.
pattern as are the marginal Skid Row and non-Skid Row
C.D.O. s.

It is reasonable to conclude, then, that the
involvement of the chronic drunkenness offender in
criminal activities is spasmodic, precipitate, relatively
incompetent, and relatively unproductive. Further, the
behaviour tends to be non-social rather than anti-social,
although we cannot necessarily rule out the possibility
of some deeper feeling of "rebellious counter aggression"
related to the alienation and exploitation as described
by McKinley (61) . However, the extremely passive and
unpremeditated nature of their criminal activities would
rather suggest an explanation in terms of utilitarian
(related to drinking) and impersonal (related to psycho-
logical and social withdrawal) concerns.
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OTHER ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

Pensions and Welfare

Two other important sources of income for the
chronic drunkenness offender are pensions and welfare
payments.

Pensions .- Twenty- six men (9.1%) in the C.D.O.
sample receive regular pensions, 20 (7.0%) of them from
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 4 (1.4%) from the
Old Age Security program and 2 (0.7%) from Old Age
Assistance program. Interestingly enough, 6 more (2.1%)
who are eligible for Old Age Assistance, for which one
has to apply and submit to a means test, are not receiving
it, either through ignorance or for some other reason.
The average monthly payment for the D.V.A. pension is
$56.50, ranging from under $25.00 to $120.00. The Old
Age Security payment (which is automatic after age 65)
was $55.00 per month and the Old Age Assistance, $58.00.

Not all 26 men receiving a pension derive the
major portion of their funds from this source.. The 6 who
do not (2 old age pensioners and 4 D.V.A. pensioners)
obtain more money from begging. The typical pattern for
these 6 men is that they spend part of their pension money
to pay some or all of their fines and spend the balance
on alcohol, which is shared by others who in turn reciprocate
when the pensioner's money runs out. Sometimes they spend
all of it on alcohol, depending on how the date of their
discharge from jail relates to the day they receive their
pensions. In addition, these 6 men are generous in paying
the fines of others; often they are even rather careless,
for example, in paying room rent for a week and not using
it or in getting evicted for obnoxious behaviour. The
number who got into trouble in this way would have been
considerably larger if some of the D.V.A. pensions had
not been administered by the D.V.A. rehabilitation staff
or other agencies.

It is difficult to establish whether C.D.O.s
receiving a stable income are financially exploited
in the sense that they contribute more than their
share to the finances of the communal life of the Skid
Row alcoholics. While this would appear to be true
superficially, a more thorough examination suggests that
the long-run balance of payments is fairly equitable.
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For example workers and marginal criminals are just as
likely to have large sums of money at any one time while
even beggars, getting several dollars a day,, probably will
have "raised" an equal amount over the course of a couple
of weeks. The beggar makes money slowly and steadily,
while the pensioner, worker and others make larger amounts
relatively quickly.

Looking specifically at the 20 (7%) who live mainly
on their pension income, we find that these C.D.O.s are
much more likely to spend the money on themselves. They
tend more towards a solitary way of life although they are
not necessarily isolates, and a few of them are also more
likely to have rented a room. These men tend to drink
heavily but possibly not quite so compulsively as some of
the other C.D.O.s.

In terms of actual spending, the pattern of the
pensioner is similar to that of the worker in that they
both tend to splurge until the money on hand is "blown".
Then the beggar takes over, although this is not to
suggest that these are mutually exclusive categories since
the same individual may at one time be a pensioner, at
another time a beggar, and on occasion a worker. However,
we should note that it is the older C.D.O.s who are more
likely to receive pensions, including those from the D.V.A.
Hence it is not surprising that those receiving pensions
are much more likely to be poor rehabilitative risks
(p< .001) . This means they are less likely to be fit
for work, less likely to work and more likely to have had
a drinking problem for a longer period of time.

Public Welfare .- The evidence suggests that another
20 C.D.O.s (7.0%) derive most of their usable income from
public welfare sources. These include 15 men who receive
monthly sums of $50.00 to $70.00 from the Municipal Depart-
ment of Public Welfare and three who receive most of their
cash income from rehabilitation funds. (This includes the
provincial rehabilitation for the handicapped - one case -

and retraining programs - two cases) . This picture, based
on an assessment of the total sample of C.D.O.s over a
two-year period, is a composite one and does not mean that
at any given time this finding will occur. However, the
impression is that this is a reasonaoly accurate representa-
tion of the C.D.O.s receiving most of their money from this
source

.
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One basis on which C.D.O^ can claim and receive
welfare is if they have a permanent residence (usually
a room) and are indigent and unemployed, but employable.
The other basis is if they are indigent and unemployable
as establi6,hed by a physician. In the group of 15 C.D.O.s
receiving public welfare 10 were in the former category
while 5 were listed as "unemployables." It should be
mentioned that staying in the Public Shelters is not
included in this picture mainly because there are no
actual cash monies involved. Also, living in these
public settings has a self-limiting aspect similar to
working, in that sooner or later (usually within a
matter of days) the C.D.O.'s drinking will result in his
eviction. Another limiting feature is the policy of
certain accommodation establishments to allow only a
certain number of days stay.

Because maintenance of a residence is necessary for
a C.D.O.'s continued eligibility for welfare benefits^ most
C.D.O.s regularly pay their rent first before buying drink,
food and other items. When the rent, usually amounting
to $30.00 a month, has been paid, together with a few
other expenses, some $20.00 to $30.00 remains which is
rarely enough to last until the next cheque. This would
apply even to the isolate C.D.O. such as Alfred Markham
(p.l03), so that almost all welfare recipients, like the
pensioners, supplement their meagre incomes from other
sources, usually begging and stealing, but very little
(if any) work.

Analysis of the welfare group shows that the men
have been rated as less hopeful for rehabilitation than
some of the other C . D.O . s^ being somewhat older, less fit
to work, less likely to work, and drinking
heavily for a longer period of time. To this extent, the
pensioners are similar to the C.D.O. who derive their
primary income from welfare sources.

Many persons in agencies and institutions which
have contact with the C.D.O.s are under the impression that
there is a relationship between "cheque day" and excessive
drinking. The available data for the drunk court popula-
tion do not support the contention that these men drink
particularly excessively on the day they receive their
cheque and for a few days thereafter.
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The total court population shows no difference in the number
of arrests (beyond sampling fluctuation) for the different
days of the month. In addition, we analyzed the data on
the basis of offence categories but still found no differ-
ences. Of course this does not conclusively disprove the
impression, but the evidence does suggest that if drinking
is enhanced by the distribution of welfare and pension
cheques, it does not alter the rate of arrest for drunken-
ness.

Peddling

A few of the men in the sample derive considerable
amounts of money from peddling; in fact three C.D.O.s (1.1%)
were assessed as deriving their main supply of cash from
this source. Such items as band-aids, needJe kits, calendars
and small kitchen items are peddled from door to door and
even on the street. This economic activity is interesting
from several points of view. It is a departure from straight
begging as the pedlars themselves point out with some feel-
ing, although it does not appear to affect materially the
image that other C.D.O.s have of them. Peddling is not as
legitimate a form of gainful employment as the C.D.O. and
possibly some of the buyers would like to think. In many
instances the pedlar does not complete a business trans-
action; instead he becomes the recipient of a "charitable"
donation. On occasion one observes minor fraudulent features
to this peddling activity (for example, non-Veterans selling
Veterans' calendars) which are employed to enhance the
charitable aspect of this activity.

Miscellaneous

The following sources of cash income do not represent
major items in terms of total amounts of money gained, pro-
portion of any individual's total income, or actual numbers
of C.D.O.s involved. However, they are significant both
as supplementary sources of funds and as they affect
social status, self-identity and affiliations on and off
Skid Row.^1

Bain (8) reports gambling to be a significant
economic activity of some Skid Row persons. Our sample
includes several men who made claims to engage in betting
on the horse races, but further investigation revealed
that these statements are almost always gross exaggeration
or purely imagined activities.
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Handouts and "Loans" .- One such source of income
is the infrequent handouts from relatives^ non-Skid Row
friends, ex-employees, etc. Sixty of our men had received
such money - in the past two yeai^s, in most cases (49 out of
60) in the form of having a fine paid. "Loans" (as the
C.D.O.s euphemistically refer to all such transactions,
even though the lender and the borrower know they are
"gifts") of actual monies occur even less frequently than
handouts and usually only in amounts of a dollar or two.
Included in this category would be the monies from the non-
C.D.O. alcoholic who comes into the Skid Row area when he
is on a drinking spree and who contributes both drinks and
cash to the C.D.O.s.

The more contact the chronic drunkenness offender
has with relatives, friends, etc., the more money he
receives from them; conversely, the more integrated he is
in the Skid Row way of life, the less he will get from them.
The evidence also suggests that relatives and friends are
much more likely to contribute money when the C.D.O. is in
jail or hospital than when he is out, particularly if he
is drinking. However, the outstanding feature of this
activity is the completely dependent "taking" role of the
C.D.O. It would appear that an undesirable behaviour
pattern is being reinforced in both the giver and the
taker. Termination of this relationship is inevitable
when the giver reaches a point of satiation where he
feels justified in rejecting further demands and also
aggrieved at the extensive "paying out period" without
realization of success or reward. The C.D.O. in turn
reacts to the final rejection with a feeling of self pity
and injustice as well as feelings of guilt and remorse.
It is quite evident that this complex of affects is hardly
conducive to a realistic reconciliation, nor to the rehabili-
tation of the C.D.O. once these affective ties with non-
C.D.O. groups have been severed.

Missions, etc. - Small sums of money are obtained
irregularly from missions, churches, and social agencies.
As might be expected, the money is given for other purposes
than drink, since most of these sources will not knowinglv
contribute to drinking. Most of these institutions and
agencies have had lengthy and unsatisfactory experiences
with chronic offenders and consequently the handouts are
both infrequent and small.
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The C.D.O. also receives moneys from serving
time for drunk convictions. The Department of Reform
Institutions pays a daily stipend of a few cents per day
in custody, and in addition, both the staffs of these
establishments and those of the jails provide small
"unofficial" amounts of money.

Unemployment Insurance.- Income from Unemployment
Insurance is a very minor source of funds. The relatively
small amount of work the C.D.O. s do is for extremely short
periods of time, and hence insufficient credit is built up
to warrant eligibility for this insurance. Moreover, much
of the work is in settings where unemployment insurance is
not involved, either because the Unemployment Insurance Act
does not apply or because the employer does not wish to
use it. Actually, this source is typically relevant only
in the case of marginal-Skid Row or non-Skid Row C.D.O.s.

Bequests^ etc .- The final type of income which should
be included in the economics of Skid Row is infrequent but
dramatic: namely, bequests, awards (e.g. for injuries ) or
the arrival of a "new-comer" with a "bundle" . This type of
financial boon occurs perhaps only a few times per year for
the whole Skid Row C.D.O. population; the amounts rarely
exceed a few hundred dollars, regardless of the particular
form; and the total sum is usually expended within a week
or two. Further, the larger the amount, the larger the
number of people who are involved in its expenditure, which
explains why the length of time that the money lasts is not
related to the total amount of money involved. There also
appears to be a direct relationship between the amount of
money and the degree of extravagence which tends to contri-
bute to limiting the duration of time that any amount of
money lasts.

Borrowing .- When information on the source of
income of the C.D.O. was originally elicited, a frequent
response was "borrowing." This turned out to be an
economic activity which actually amounted to the distri-
bution and redistribution of money that had been obtained
from one or more of the original sources already described.
For example, a C.D.O. who happens to have money may make
it available to other C.D.O.s in cash as well as in the
form of a disproportional contribution to the group's
purchase of alcohol.
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This is another manifestation of the norm of
reciprocity that has already been discussed. Virtually
all C.D.O.s subscribe to this behaviour pattern of "lending"
and "borrowing" among themselves. There is also considerable
evidence that it is generally a very equitable form of
reciprocity in the material sense. For example, the working
C.D.O.s, and those on pension or welfare, lend money to the
borrowers in other "source of income" categories. When the
former's funds run out, the roles are reversed, with the
borrower, who then obtains his monies from bumming and boost-
ing, becoming the lender.

This description of the reciprocity norm is not
intended to portray a rigid or invariable pattern, but
rather a general system. As mentioned earlier, virtually
all C.D.O.s beg and most steal on occasion. What is being
suggested, on the basis of available information, is that
there is a system of reciprocal interdependence of both
goods (primarily alcohol, but also clothes, food, bed, etc.)
and money amongst the C.D.O.s.

It is the recognition of the intimate relationship
between "productive" and "consumptive" activities that leads
us to suggest that the Skid Row economic system operates
virtually at a "subsistence" standard. For those C.D.O.s
who came from depriving socio-economic backgrounds, this
style of living from hand to mouth may not be so very
different, in terms of levels of poverty, from that to
which they were early socialized.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In this chapter we have considered the economic
aspects of the career of the chronic drunkenness offender
in terms of three phases: preparation for work including
both regional and family socioeconomic background and
formal education; employment history prior to entrance into
the C.D.O. way of life; and current economic activities
(both productive and consumptive) on Skid Row. We have
interpreted our findings with reference to a conceptual
framework, derived from the writings primarily of Merton,
Cloward and Ohlin, and Jessor et al., which locates the
source of deviant behavior in the social structural
factors of limited access to achievement in the legitimate
economic system, and simultaneously in the social-
psychological area of the individual's perception of his
opportunities for advancement in both legitimate and
illegitimate channels. Merton and others have suggested
that problem drinking may be a "retreatist" response to
a perceived discrepancy between the success goals that
are valued in our North American society and the individual's
own capabilities, as dictated by his position in the social
structure of that society.

Looking first at the background factors of the
C.D.O. s' histories, we find that the majority of these men
were born in Canada, as were their fathers before them, but
that a disproportionate number came from the relatively
depressed region of the Maritime provinces and from the
non-urban areas of Ontario. We interpreted these findings
to suggest that the C.D.O. s were somewhat unprepared for
work in urban-industrial Toronto where they have ended
up on Skid Row.

That the C.D.O. s tend to come from relatively
depriving socioeconomic backgrounds is indicated from the
finding that their fathers were over-represented at the
lower end of the occupational scale, particularly in the
somewhat "dispossessed" occupations of craftsman and
farmer. Moreover, low rank was even more predominant
among C.D.O.s who had come from small non-urban communities,
especially in the Maritimes. Other background features
suggest that these men tend to have come from "traditional"
families: namely, large family size and a family economic
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situation approximating subsistence in that the father's
cash income was low although the family's standard of
living was augmented by raising some of their own food.
We have interpreted these findings in the light of Tilly
and Brownes hypothesis that migrants to the city are more
likely to experience problems of adjustment to the urban
way of life when they come from relatively low ranking
families and non-urban community origins.

Features of the C . D.O . s' preparation for employment
suggest that these men were not well equipped for economic
advancement in modern urban industrial society, partly
because the normative standards of their immediate families
and communities of origin were not conducive to their pursu-
ing formal education. Not only was the level of -education
of the C.D.O.s lower than that for the general adult male
population of Canada, but also these men were more likely
to have dropped out of school before completing their
year or course. It is not clear whether social or psycho-
logical factors were pre-eminent in this regard, since most
of the men claim to have left school in order to work
despite the fact that few attribute this course of action
to economic necessity. There is evidence, however, that
where the parents had expressed concrete occupational
aspirations for their sons, the C.D.O.s tended to remain
longer in school. Here again we find evidence of a dis-
junction between the urban standards of achievement and
those of the subculture in which these men were raised.
One of the most notable findings in this area is that
the youngest men in the sample had the lowest levels of
education in spite of the obvious secular trend toward
a general elevation of educational accomplishment in the
country as a whole.

Education proved to be a significant factor in
predicting time of entry into the chronic drunkenness
offender pattern, especially for the younger men in the
sample. Parsons, Merton and others have pointed out
that in our modern industrial society, formal education
is the accepted route of achievement. Hence, we have
interpreted the Skid Row drunkenness of the C.D.O.s in
terms of their having had limited access to these formal
and legitimate channels to success.

Due largely to the early age at which formal
education was terminated, the C.D.O.s tended to begin
fulltime employment rather young, but perhaps no sooner
than normal for their socioeconomic class. And, corres-
pondingly, the younger they began to work, the lower
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the level of their first jobs. Again we find however,
that the younger men in the sample were most acutely
disadvantaged in this respect.

The social mobility patterns of the C.D.O. are
somewhat complex, but it is important to state at the
outset that, by selecting the men for the sample on the
basis of the criterion of repeated arrest for chronic
drunkenness, we have "built in" the conclusion that the
last phase of their careers is characterized by downward
mobility. Nevertheless, the C.D.O. s were significantly
under-represented, for their highest occupations achieved,
in the higher occupational categories and significantly
over-represented in the low ranking occupations, such as
unskilled labour, as compared with the Canadian adult
male population and also with a sample of Toronto clinic
alcoholics. Moreover, the youngest men in the group tend
to be the most unsuccessful in this regard. Although about
one third of the sample reached a slightly higher occupational
level than their fathers, even this accomplishment was
generally inferior to that of their sibs.

Looking at the C.D.O. s'^mobility patterns from the
point of reference of their own first fulltime jobs, we
find that those men who had begun to work at a higher
occupational level had achieved more upward mobility prior
to their economic demise, but, here again, only about one-
third displayed any upward mobility at all and another third
had actually been almost continuously downwardly mobile.

The employment careers of the C.D.O.s in general
appear to have been quite unstable, especially for the men
in low ranking occupations and the youngest men in the
sample, who tended to have become downwardly mobile at an
early point in their employment histories. Instability,
measured in terms of duration of job tenure and frequency
of periods of unemployment, is found to be related to
time of onset of heavy drinking and also to age at first
arrest for public drunkenness. In addition, unsteadiness
in employment is related to marital instability, social
insecurity (i.e. lack of ownership of property or insurance)
and also to geographic mobility, which often takes the form
of casual and seasonal labour, frequently in the all-male
work settings of primary industries in non-urban areas.

One of the more interesting findings in our study
is that the C.D.O.s highest occupation seems to have been
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his most unstabilizing employment position, since it was
during this job that loss of control over drinking, first
arrest for drunkenness, and onset of relatively permament
downward mobility most frequently occurred. Again, this
syndrome began earlier for the younger and less educated
men in the sample.

Broadly speaking, four general patterns of mobility
have been delineated for the sample of chronic drunkenness
offenders we investigated. The first of these is the 'early
deviant' pattern of the men (usually the younger men in the
group) who began to engage in delinquent or criminal activi-
ties at an early age, never really established a stable
legitimate employment career, and consequently entered the
phase of chronic drunkenness offences and downward mobility
at an early age as well. This pattern was displayed
especially by men who grew up in the Maritime provinces
but also by those who had been raised in relatively depriv-
ing situations in urban areas, such as the lower class
districts of Toronto and Montreal.

The second pattern is that of the 'early non-
deviants', who tend to have come from non-urban regions of
Ontario and whose problem drinking was preceded by some
legitimate but generally unstable or unsuccessful employment.
These men, once again, tend to be among the younger entrants
into the C.D.O. pattern.

Thirdly, we observed the pattern of the 'late
deviant', which comes closest to Cloward and Ohlin's
deviant type, the "double failure". These men had had an
early history of crime and delinquency, but had not encountered
difficulty with drinking until relatively late in their
careers. As is the case for the 'early deviants', these
C.D.O. s are more likely to have been raised in lower class
districts of large cities, where they would have had access
to illegitimate opportunities and deviant subcultures during
their youth.

And finally, the 'late non-deviant' pattern is perhaps
the most baffling of all, since it characterizes those men,
usually among the older C.D.O.s in the sample, who appear to
have had relatively stable and even successful employment
records throughout the best part of their work histories,
but who experienced a rather pronounced decline in position
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at a time closely related to the onset of problem drinking.
Like the 'early non-deviants'/ these men tend to have come
from parts of Ontario other than Toronto but also to have
had, comparatively speaking, comfortable family backgrounds
and adequate formal education, with little or no evidence
of illegal activities prior to their involvement in Skid
Row.

There is no clear indication from the data as to
whether problem drinking was either a cause or a consequence
of the downward mobility of the C.D.O.s in our sample,
although the majority of the men did report that their
heavy drinking had begun prior to the onset of chronic
unemployment. We can assert with considerable confidence
however, that the point at which the individual ' s primary
attentions became focussed on drinking rather than employ-
ment marks an important milestone on the road to Skid Row.
Since the mean age of the men in our sample is 45 years,
we can conclude that chronic drunkenness offenders are
characterized by a relatively brief and unstable phase of
productive employment.

Although their present economic activities are
primarily consumptive, some chronic drunkenness offenders
do work, however irregularly, and all must find some means
of supporting themselves.

The legitimate employment engaged in by C.D.O.s
consists mainly of casual, seasonal or unskilled day labour,
which is obtained through the National Employment Service,
canvassing, institutional referrals. Skid Row contacts,
or the curb labour market. Once again, as in the employment
backgrounds of the C.D.O.s, we find that there is a discrep-
ancy, consistent with the Mertonian interpretation, between
the occupational aspirations expressed by these men and the
work that they are actually able to find. Moreover, the
C.D.O.s were receiving wages considerably below the market
value of the work they perform.

The factors which chiefly determine whether a
chronic drunkenness offender currently works were found to
be youth, physical fitness, and short duration of heavy
drinking; and, correspondingly, the C.D.O. who worked
occasionally was found to be a better prospect for
rehabilitation than was the non-worker. None of the
background features of the C.D.O.s were significantly
related to whether or not these men worked, but there is
evidence to suggest that the more integrated a C.D.O. was
into the Skid Row way of life, and, accordingly, the more



smoD ©ysrf o^
' £>«©#., rtenrv' 4^B^if^^ksmiysb-^m

,

'€. :'9vifr'bi'’^p«?:X45'^:tt;d'"o::#^6^?F:f^^ oi*W:^f^0:^'3:‘O '«dhi:.a:3' mciiaXL
^ afrnuo^p^fD^-Yli^fnfi,^ aXd.fli3o^fltgib^f:©ni:rff3qb.: ,b3rf:’''

asnebjtye on io 0i^:^iX^^rf:txTi*r ^>ioxii5oifb9|jifimbo^
fii

^
rtnsmsvXovni'.^ i^q^' as X'ixV'lc^os '

'laps'll Jt ” io
ii

-'^ «a '

t.,to '-'A
'

>»

gp, o:t 36 s:fBb' erfi moal noiifBolbnilisslp "on^ar abawrfT '%.

aonoupsexioo 6 *10 b&ubo ,h ignlT^nii^ f&tdoiq
*»Iqm68 '•iiro nl s.O.a.D 5o» Y51Xldo«i ,&bliwnwbb’ sKi'
'il9rf:t b“iCKi9*3:^bl& vnsm Sif:t ^q yd'itbtsm^ Sffd 'rtpac^

^
olnorxdo io daeno erf^ o.t ibl:iq nypscf b6ff vpn;ikni'ib YVSo^rf^*

gj9on0bl5noo ‘sXd[6'a:sblSiioo jf^lwjfdTisasB nab ®W 4;dns<T)!YoIqmsn0
^

yiamiiq a^Xeabiylbni siXit' rfoJLxfW iidi. »TSV9w6rf ^

-YoXqjTjs asrf^ •asrf^B'i pn|5CniT;b no bsaaaooBt ortiBooct sSoiinsitbs^^
^

'>*.woH bx^Q od bQb% noj.anoJaoXlm :tn6 i*ioqii|sl ri6 ^ ,B^ ^
tSiBslY 2^- 8 i sIqmBa tjuo ni nsm srf:# ^3tb"spa n«o# srfb' eonlS'

9-16 Eiobfisaio aa9nn9>{rTbiib lnb*irfo^:tarfi ^©bi^Xonoo aso^9W„j
.ao 9?.Brfq oXcrB:tani/ brts loiicf YXevlJsXai If yd bssXial^oeisffo

©vliouboiq

^©*36 asiiividDS oimonooss :tn939iq -xioftt rfpwprf^^XA
a^sbnsiSo 3a9nn0>[ntrib Oinoido smoa ^ayiiqji^sISoo YXliB/nXiq

ansam smoa bfFil dautn IIs bn6 P',YX'isXJUi|^*3jt -laYWoff' ^jC’xqw ob
..39vX9efr©rf';t*'pni:f't£oqq«a io

K, ^ IsT-'S^

a.O.a.Q Ycf nJc bapspns inoryryOXqm© ©^sffllcJ'XpeX^arf'T
,^uodfiX Yfifc> b9XXi:j(8m/ ^Ojc lBnoasas tXsuaBo lo 'yXnXsm^a aT^'o^'

,aoXv398 c^nsnrYoXqma Xfinoi^taW adzf rfpno‘3ff:f bbniXsidol^al jrfoJtxfw

^ ^adoBdnoo woJX 51X3 vbXBj'Xd^sT iBnoij^n^iianX ^pnlsaavnao*!! ^

-tnsmYoiqma add ni as ' ^nisps aonO » •rtasCiBrn'^i/oei®! d^yo
-qsioalb B^ai s^adi ’dBrfi bnli aw ,a.0.a.b add to^jabnnonip^fDBdai
naawdad |.^rroldBia3q^dnl nBirtoi'iaM add rfdlV^dnaieianob ^

add bnB^nam aaadd Y^t foasaa*3qxa adoXdBiiqaB ^anoldBqJJboo' ad^*
"

'
:• add ^^lavoaaoM .bnld^od aXd® YXXBi/doB^axa^Yaddj^^dd j(:3bw

V i ^ daXism arfd*

w

oXad YldB^blanoo «aap6w •pnivJtsoai^'iawi a . 0,#0 . pj
i^’wxr''

„''
'''

' 'HIBHI .ni'ioditaq Sdd'^do 9.aXBv ’

“^gi'';,:
' B'^-^arfdadw enxmadab.-.jYXdaidOr^doixfW/.a’iodDBd^'WT',^^^

’^od bdjjoa 93aw 8jr*3ow YXdns’i'si/D •isbnad^lo.oaeanftadnd'xb oinogdb^
YVBad noldB-iJib dyoria ibna ^ ssandi^ IsoxEYdq ^ddi^oY ad “*

ba3(xov odw I'O.U.O add^?®^'iYX^Jt^Xbnoqa9i^^ ^bns :®t’priXi^d|'3b^''

, 'N'iiol t.'d09q8oaq Tcaddad s' ©d-Od,ft'bnJE/ot,^asw YlXBndieBpoo
Bf add 5o‘“anoPf''^: .-ladiow-nbrt adds^esw^iJHSdd'^noXdBdilidsda'x

'

yidfiBoidlnpla o^ovr, a^O^d^'P''' eddf'Sp^ aawdi^ .bnixo^E^pfe^'

aX aiarfd dxrd' ^badtioWilflom aaarfd 'dqn' ib.^,*3arfd9i^ od' bad'®Xei: .„#]j

BBW .OfcCI.P^^B badaipadni
'

art'orn. sdd d®dd d8:9p^ajj,^d/, aonsb'xva,
©Tiomaaffd ,YXpn'lb-3oobs . 'ibna"" »ailXf: do ysv wdh ,,b&S"':'^dd‘odn'l

if'



128

alienated he was from non-Skid Row family and friends,
the less likely he was to have worked following his last
release from custody. Strangely enough, we found that
although some of the men were known to be regular and
reliable workers while in jail, ^-here appeared to be no
relationship between whether a C.D.O. worked in jail and
whether he worked on the 'outside'.

There is a rather complex relationship between
the productive and the consumptive activities of Skid
Row C.D.O. s. The longer a man is on Skid Row and engag-
ing in the pattern of chronic drunkenness, the less likely
he is to work and the more likely he is to do his drinking
with Skid Row companions rather than work associates. The
men in our sample tended to be ambivalent about the reasons
for their unemployment and heavy drinking, often engaging
in rather circular reasoning about the relationship between
working and drinking.

Usually, these men are unable or unwilling to find
and keep a regular job when they are drinking excessively,
and yet they need money in order to continue drinking.
Hence, we found that illegal activities were an important
source of funds for many chronic drunkenness offenders.
Begging was the most frequent means of securing a liveli-
hood for the men in our sample, with peddling a disguised
version of this practice as well. We also discovered, how-
ever, that several of the men engaged in other gainful
criminal activities, such as petty theft and minor fraud,
and moreover that alcohol seems to have played a significant
part in these crimes, both as a motivation to seek funds
and as a disinhibitor for the performance of this "innovative"
deviant behaviour.

Apart from illegal activities, a subgroup of the
C. D.O. s who were eligible for pensions (Old Age Security,
D. V.A. , Disability) and Public Welfare benefits derived a
large portion of their incomes from these sources. These
men tended to be among the older and/or less physically
fit members of the sample, and hence they were found to
be rather poor prospects for rehabilitation. Missions
and charities as well as private donors of handouts or
"loans" (which neither party expects to be repaid) are
also occasional sources of financial support.
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One of the most interesting features of the
economic system of Skid Row drunks is the symbiosis which
is based upon a well-understood norm of reciprocity. A
C.D.O. who is working is expected to provide funds for the
alcohol for his group of companions as long as the money
holds out. Similarly, those C.D.O. s who habitually engage
in begging will take over the responsibility for obtaining
enough money to supply the group with wine for a short
period of time and so on for each member of the 'bottle
gang'. The "productive" activities of the C.D.O. s thus
seem to revolve largely around the short-term goal of
"piecing the price" of alcohol. Nevertheless, it would
be misleading to suggest that a division of labour in
the usual sense existed between the C.D.O.s who work,
those who steal, those who beg, etc., for most of the
men engage in all of these activities at some time or
other, and the kinds of gainful activities (legal or
illegal) that an individual undertakes seem to be
determined more by his perception of an opportunity and
his desire for alcohol than by his specialized skill in
a particular area of productive activity.
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APPENDIX I

We composed a rehabilitation typology consisting of 5

items on which the men were scored on a 3-point scale
(good, fair, and poor).

The items thought to be useful in assessing the
chances of successful rehabilitation were age, physical
and mental condition, and length of integration into
Skid Row.

REHABILITATION TYPOLOGY INDEX

Items
Prognosis

Good Fair Poor

Age Under 50 50-60 Over 60

Mentally deficient
or psychotic No Borderline Yes

Central nervous
system damage No No Yes

Physical fitness Able to do
Heavy
Labour

Able to do
Light
Work

Unfit for
V'Jork

Skid Row
integration

Integrated
less than
10 years

10-20 Integrated
over
20 years
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