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(i) 

Outline 

of 

Foreign Relations of Korea, 1864-1895 

1. Borea's early relations with foreign countries. 

A. Korea wes little known in the Western world until the time 

of Hamel. 

B. Her relations were solely confined to her immediate neighbors - 

China and Jepan. 

C. Even the introduction of Western civilization through China. 

(1) Korea's relations with China. 

A. Cultural relations are predominating. 

B. The nature of her relations to China becomes a puzzle to 
the Westerners. 

C. Tribute missions to Chine were purely ceremonial and 
commercial. 

D. Her relations with the Ming were like the relations existing 
between father and son. 

E. The invasions of the Manchus. 

a. Heavy tribute was imposed. 

b. Relations were those of conquered and conqueror. 

F. Politically Korea was independent. 

(2) Koreats relations with Japan. 

A. Korea as medium and source of Japanese civilization. 

B. Importance of trade. 

a. Japan was not economically self-sufficing country. 

b. She was a part of the continent in the economic sense. 

C. Japan's early trade with Ningpo and Fusan. These ports 
were Closed on account of Japanese pirates. 
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(13) 

D. Her repeated attempts to re-open Fusan and Ningpo through 

Koree. Upon Korea's refusal Hideyoshi declared war on 

Korea and inveded the country. 

E. Iyeyasu's peaceful vcolicy and resumption of trade. 

F. Korea never sent tribute missions to Japan. 

II. The Tai Won Kun and his volicy of seclusion, 1864-1876. 

(1) Russian advance in the Far Fast and the persecution of the 

French missionaries in Korea. 

A. By the treaties of 1858 and 1860 with China Russia became 

Koreats neighbor. 

B. Her activities in Tsushima, Sakhalin and the Kuriles. 

C. She knocks at the door of Korea. 

@ The Seoul court was in penic. 

be. The Taii Won Kun decided to use the French missionaries 

to settle the Russian problem. In return he promised 

religious freedom. 

D. A brief sketch of introduction of Christienity to Korea. 

E. The persecution of 1866, 

a. The Tai Won Kun was tolerant. 

be. But Christianity wes connected with treason in the opin- 

ion of the patriotic Koreans. 

ec. Other immediate causes. 

F, The French punitive expedition. 

(2) The Generel Sherman affair. 

A. Heavily armed American schooner left Cheefoo for Korea 

ostensibly for commercial purposes, 

B. Arriving at the neck of the Tai Dong River they apparently 
maltreated the native officers who came to inquire about 
the nature of the ship. 

C. Burning of the ship and crew. 

D. The destruction of the General Sherman was not due to the 

anti-American feeling in Korea. The Surprise case 

supports this view. 
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(iii) 

E. The importance of the affzir. 

a. Frequent visits of the United States ships to secure in- 
formation about the schooner and thus vaved the way 

for the treaty negotiations. 

be. Seward proposed a joint vunitive expedition to France. 

(3) Seward's proposed joint expedition. 

A. He was misinformed about the French expedition in Korea. 

B. He thought partition of Korea was immediate and proposed 

a joint expedition to the French minister at Washington. 

Cs His motives: 

a Open door policy in Korea? 

be The wound of French prestige in Mexico was to be healed 

in Korea. 

D. France declined on the ground thet her public opinion was 

not in favor of it. 

(4) Body snatching expedition. 

A. Jenkins, former interpreter to the United States consulate 
at Shanghai, spread the rumor that Kores was about to 

send out ambassedors to America and Europe. 

B. To bring these ambassadors he chartered the ehip China; 
@ German Jew Oppvert was made pilot; and Father Feron, 

the French missionary who escaped from the persecution 

of 1866 acted as guide. 

C. The real vurpose of the expedition was to steal the skeletons 

of the Tai Won Kun's ancestors for ransom. 

D. Their failure and the trial at Shanghai. 

E. The Tai Won Kun'ts anti-foreign feeling increased. 

(5) The Low-Rogers mission to Korea. 

A. The fairy tales of Jenkins convinced George Seward, United 
States consul-general at Shanghai, who asked his uncle 

at Washington for an American embassy to Korea with the 
view of opening the country. Thus preliminary prepare- 
tion was made as early as 1868. 

B. Low, United States minister at Peking and Rogers, United 

States rear-admiral were appointed for the mission. 
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(iv) 

C. Their instructions - securing a treaty for the protection 

of shipwrecked msriners. 

D. Preparations. 

a. Low sought China's good offices. 

BE. The United States souadron at Kangwha, 

a. Drew, the interpreter for the mission, met minor Korean 

officers. 

be. Sent a surveying party on which Koreans fired, 

c. Spirited correspondence exchanged. 

d. A little war followed. 

F, Failure of the mission. 

a. Low blamed China. 

be. United States government approved Low's conduct. 

III. The ascendency of the Min family and opening of Korea, 187221882. 

(1) The Kengwhe treaty of 1876. | 

A. Korea's relations with Japan to 1876. 

a. Korea proposed a defensive alliance against. France in 1866, 

be Japan offered her good offices to settle difficulties be- 

tween Korea and the United States. 

c. The unfortunate Yado incident aroused Korea's suspicion 

and the Tai Won Kun declined to receive Japanese missions. 

B. The rise of the Min family. 

a. Strained relations between Queen Min and her fother-in- 

law, 

be Downfall of the Tai Won Kun. 

c. The Queen reversed the old policy of her f-ther-in-law. 

C. The treaty of Kangwhe. 

a. The Un Yo Meru incident. 

be. Japen sent her envoys to Korea and China resvectively. 

c. The treaty negotiation was hindered by the presence of 

the Tai Won Kun in Seoul. 
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(v) 

D. The treaty vrovision: 

a. Disputes over the titles of the sovereigns of Javan 

and Korea, 

b. Article 1 recognized Korea's independence. Its signifi- 

cance. 

ec. Other important provisions. 

(2) The Shufeldt treaty of 1882. 

A. Senator A. A. Sargent of California introduced a bill 

authorizing the President to appvoint a commission to 
arrange by "peaceful means and with the aid of the 
friendly office 6f Japan" a treaty with Korea, 

B. Commodore Shufeldt on the U.S.S. Ticonderoga was sent to 
visit Monrovia and other parts of the Far East with the 

following instructions: 

a. Act as an umpire in settling a disputed question of 

boundary between England and Liberia. 

be Open ports of Korea to commercial world. 

C. He failed to get Japan's good offices. 

D. Li Hung Chang invited him to Tientsin. 

a. To undo What Japan had done in Korea since 1876. 

b. To improve Chinese navy. 

E. Li Hung Chang's letter to Korea = "poison must be met by 

antidote." 

F, The time limit of the U.S.S, Ticonderoga expired. Upon his 
return to Washington he was appointed to resume the ne- 

gotiations with Korea. 

G. Conclusion of the treaty with Korea. 

IV. The period of contest for Korea. 

(1) The United States, China and Japan in Korea, 1882-1883. 

A. China and Japan were not satisfied with the Shufeldt treaty. 

B. Return of the Tai Won Kun. 

a. The riot of 1882 against the Mins and Japenese. 
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C. 
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(2) 

A. 

B. 

C. 

(3) 

A. 

B. 

C. 

(vi) 

Pro-Chinese faction invited Chinese troops to suppress 

the riot. 

@. Exile of the Tei Won Kun. 

b. Chinese supremacy in Korea. 

Japan sent forces to Korea and demanded redress within 

three days. 

The United States sent a man-of-war to watch the two con- 

testing powers. 

Korea yielded to Japan's harsh terms. Japan obtained 

superior commercial advantages in Korea. 

China also made special commercial regulations which put 

er in the most advantageous position in Korea, 

Both the pro-Chinese party and United States minister at 

Peking advised ratification of the Shufeldt treaty. 

Coming of the United States minister Foote to Seoul. 

Korean embassy to Washington. 

Early United States oolicy in Korea, 1883-1887, 

At the beginning United States policy in Korea did not 

differ from her general policy in the Far Rast. 

United States policy compared with the policies of European 

countries in Korea. 

The period of reconsideration and retreat from Korea, 

@. Reducing United States diplomatic rank in Korea. 

be Delay in sending military instructors whom the King 

requested. 

The coup d'etat of 1884 and the Tientsin convention. 

Comparison of Chinese and Japanese influences in Korea. 

The discontent of the returned students. 

Japan availed herself of China's trouble with Frange in 

Tongking. 

a. Japan forced the Korean government to grant the commer- 

ciel privileges enjoyed by Chinese to her subjects. 
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(vii) 

b. She also planned the coup d'etat of 1884. 

D. The January convention between Japen and Korea. 

E. The Tientsin convention between Japan and Korea. 

a. Japan's diplomatic victory. 

be. The terms of the convention. 

(4) Russia, England and Chine in Korea, 1885-1888. 

A. Weeber, a skillful Russian diplomat, appeared on the arena. 

B. The von Mollendorff secret treaty with Russia which put 
Korea practically under Russian protection. 

C. England occupied Port Hamilton. 

a. The diplomatic actions of the governments of Korea, 

China, and England in regard to Port Hamilton. 

be. England evacuated the island with the understanding 
that Russia would not secure any territory of Korea 

and that the island should not be given nor leased 

to any other power, 

D. Chinats economic penetration, 

a. Built telegraph lines. 

b. Incorporated Korean customs with her own under direction 

of Sir Robert Hart. 

c. Interfered in economic policy of the Korean government 
and disregarded the customs regulations, 

E. China sent back the Tai Won Kun to work for the cause of 

China in Korea, 

F. The Kim Yong Won Mission to Russia and the plot of de- 

thronement. 

G. Chinats attempts to drive out foreigners from Korea. 

a. Attempted to drive out the foreign merchants from Seoul. 

be. Foulk was removed from Seoul. 

c. Denny was dismissed. 
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(viii) 

d. The Chinese in Seoul spread the rumor that the 
foreigners kidnapped Korean children for medical 

purposes. 

H. Russia again found cordial welcome in the Seoul court and 

made the overland trade convention. 

(5) The Pak Chung Yang mission to the United States, 1887. 

A. The King of Korea feared China's ultimate design in Korea 

and decided to send his mission to America and Eurore,. 

B. Chinese interference and the delay of the mission. 

@. The King humiliated and secured the permission of the 

Emperor of China, 

be. European mission was stopped on its way by Chinese. 

c. At Washington the Chinese minister tried to present the 
Korean minister to the President. 

C. The purpose of the mission and its feilure. 

(6) The Sino-Japanese War. 

A. Japents economic penetration in Korea since the Tientsin 

convention. 

B. The King's decree prohibiting exports of grains and the 

difficulties with Japan resulted from it. 

C. The assassination of Kim Ok Kiun. 

D. The Tong Hak movement. 

a. Its origin and creed. 

be How Japan made use of it. 

E. Arrival of the Chinese and Japanese troops. 

a. Javan determined to wage a war on China and refused to 

withdraw her troops from Korea, 

b. The attack on the palace by the Japanese troops. 

c. dJepan concluded two treaties with Korea, 

FP. Korea and China sought good offices of foreign powers. 

a, Japan ascertained the attitude of England and Russia. 
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G Hostility. 

a. Javanese sank the Kowshing. 

b. Declaration of war. 

c. The victory of Japan both on land and sea. 

H. Peace negotiations. 

a. dapen declined the mediation of third powers 

(ix) 

for peace. 

be Through the United States Legation at Peking China 

approached Japan directly. 

c. The Detring and Chang-Sao missions failed. 

d. The peace treaty of Shimonoseki. 

(1) By article 1 China renounced her claims on Korea. 

(2) Korea beeame an independent State. Would Japan 
maint2in the independence of Korea? 
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(1) 

KOREA'S EARLY RELATIONS WITH CHINA AND JAPAN 

Koreats intercourse with foreign nations was solely confined to 

her immediate neighbors 4 Chine and Jepan - up to the 19th century. 

The first known entrence of any number of Europeans in the Hermit 

Kingdom was that of Hollanders, belonging to the crew of the Dutch 

ship Hollandra, which wes driven ashore in 1627. Hamel, the supers 

carco of the ship, escaped from his unfortunste imorisonment in the 

Land of Morning calm and returned to his home country in July 20, 1668, 

after 40 year's sojourn in Korea. (1) Like Marco Polo he wrote an 

account of the shipwreck of a Dutch vessel on the isle of Quelpaert 

with a description of Korea. Through this account the Western world 

received the first glimpse of the peninsula kingdom in the extreme 

Far Hast. His narratives were read es fairy tales but the Western 

world let Korea follow her own destinies. So the visit of the un- 

fortunate seamen changed nothing either inside or outside of Xorea 

and her relations were as before confined to China and Javan, 

s Even the introduction of elements of Western civilization was 

m-de not through any Western nation but through China. When Adom 

Schall wes enjoying all sorts of favors in the Menchu Court at Peking 

a Korean, Chung Doo Won, brought home (in 1672) Western fire arms, 

lamps, clocks, field glasses,pink cotton seeds, and books dealing with 

astronomy and Western customs. Using these as models Koreans made 

_~ 

(1) There are many publications: Penkerton, voyages and traves, 
vol. 7, pp. 517-540, London, 1811; Churchill, coll. of voyages, 

vol. 4, po. 719-742, London, 1745, etc. 
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(2) 

pumps and pinbke in 1724 and studied eclipses and other branches of 

astronomy more accur-tely. (2) It is usually said that Koreats 

relations with China began with the coming of Ki Tsa in 1122 B.C, 

with 5,000 followers and 5 rites\%) But modern historical study is 

very much in fevor of revising this traditional view and doubts 

even the existence of the man, Ki Tsa. The first historical record 

of him is found in Sa Ma Chun's history in which he said: 

"Wo Weng overthrew the Yin dynesty and came to see Ki Tsa -- 

and discussed the principles of government.---Thereupon he made 

Ki Tsa ruler of Chosen and his minister." (4) 

With this exception there is no Chinese literature, especially during 

the nine hundred year period from the end of Yin to the rise of 

Han, which could be considered as Ki Tsats contemporary period which 

mentions anything about his migretion to Korea. (5) Moreover, even 

in Sa Ma Chun's work on Korea nothing is said about Ki Tze. The 

Ki Tze tomb in Pyeng Yang was built by Sook Chong of Koryu about 800 

years ago; and the so-called Ki Tza land system known as the "Well 

field" system seems to have no connection with him. (6) 

Nevertheless, it is idle to argue whether or not Korea owes 

(2) Seno, Modern Hist. of Korea (in Jepanese), pp. 53455. 

(3) Ode, Ancient Hist. of Korea (in Japanese), pp. 33-34, 
Cf. H. G. Anvenzeller, "Ki Tza", in Korean Repository, 1895. 

(4) Oda, ibid. 

(5) Ibid. 

(6) Ibid. 
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(3) 

anything to China culturally. There may not have been a Ki Tza 

but it is certain that Korea borrowed Chinese civilization freely and 

transmitted it to Japen. Up to the Mongol conquest of Korea it might 

be said that cultural relations between the Middle Kingdom and the 

peninsula occupied a more prominent place than either military of 

diplomatic relations. It is certain thet both Han and Teng 

Emperors once conquered and occupied a vart of Korea, but comparing 

these events with cultural relations of the two countries the mili- 
exceot 

tary affairs were of a temporary nature and left no influence/perheps 

that even they encour2ged cultural contect. 

With the coming of the Mongols Korea's relations with China 

entered a new phase. Korea made not only an intermediary of civ- 

ilization between China and Japen but also the diplomatic intermediary 

between the two countries and the bese of military operations for 

their expansion. Moreover, Korea, as @ conquered nation, began to 

beer certain treaty obligations such as the sending of tributes 

and recognizing the higher status of Mongol rulers. 

About 1214 the Kitans who had been driven out from their home- 

land by the Mongols invaded Koryu and plundered a part of Northern 

Korea and even threatened the c2pital of Koryu, Songdo. (7) Without 

any request on the pert of Koryu the Mongols and the Dong Ha (the 

Kims, who had sided with the tribe of Mongol), sent about 30,000 

(7). Fuller account, see Hulbert, History of Korea, vol. 1, 
chapters 5 and 6, 
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(4) 

forces to seize the Kitans who stood et bay at Kang Dong in the 

Northern vart of the peninsula. With their assistance and the 

strife among the Kitans the Koryu army defeated the enemy and took 

some Kitans as prisoners, whom the Korezns employed on the farms 

later known as Kitan ferms. During their contact with the Mongols 

the Koreans found out that the Mongols were so little beyond the 

condition of the savace and that there could be little resl friend- 

ship between them, and they did not hesitste to express their con- 

tempt much to the resentment of the Mongols. 

This unsought but generous milit2ry assistance of the Mongols 

became @ puzzle for the Songdo court, but not for a long time, be- 

cause 10 days after the seizure of Kang Dong the chief commander of 

the Mongols, Hopehin, dispatched 10 envoys to Songdo with the Im- 

perisl credentials and demanded a treaty of friendship between the 

two countries. (8) Having no other alternative the Songdo court, 

yielded, and concluded a treaty, which provided that the Koreens 

should perform the ceremony of prostr=tion and send ennusl tribute 

to the Mongols; that the Mongols would send the tribute collectors 

to Koryu on account of the road blockade; and that the tribute 

collectors should come through the lend of Dong Ha (Kim) and their 

number should not exceed ten. (9) 

On account of her military weakness Koryn accepted this treaty 

(8) Seno, Medieval Hist. of Korea (in Japanese), p. 209. 

(9) Seno, op. cit., p. 209. 
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(5) 

but she was not at 911 loyel in fulfilling her treaty obligetions. 

While the Kubli Khan wes away in the west the Kims, who had sent 

reenforcement to Koryu to win their good will, informed the Songdo 

court that they had severed their relations with the Mongols and were 

proposing an entente cordial. (10) But the power of the Mongols 

was not waning as the Kims thought, and they were subdued by the 

enemy. Next it was Koryu'ts turn. On the pretext of the mal- 

treatment of their envoy to Songdo the Mongols sent an expeditionary 

force under the command of Sallatap. The Mongol invasions to Korea 

were seven in number and the devastation was so thorough that a 

Korean record » tells us “all human beings and houses are burnt 

and even chickens and dogs are unseen." (11) Following the conquest 

the Mongols imposed upon Korea 72 of their officers known as 

Dallowhachuk to supervise the Korean government; they argumented their 

influence in the Songdo court by installing court ladies; and they 

reformed the Korean administrative system after their own model. (12) 

The significance of the Mongol invasions does not lay in de- 

termining the ststus of Korea but in the use of the conquered land 

as @ military base in order to subjugate Japan. This set up a 

bed precedent which later Hideyoshi followed with the ultimate 

view of expansion to Chine. The invasions of the Mongols naturally 

exhausted the man power and other resources of the small Kingdom, 

(10) Ibid. 

(a3) Teies > yc 21S; 

(12) Ibid. 
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(6) 

éehd also aroused the animosity of Japan towards the peninsula. 

Henceforth Javanese piratic activities along the Korean coasts in- 

creased to an alarming degree. 

Korean kings as a matter of custom sought the approval of the 

Emperor of China when ascending the throne and choosing consorts, and 

they notified him of all deaths in the Royal family. This custom 

probably arose during the Ming dynasty, and was a kind of investi- 

ture of a strictly ceremonial character bearing with it no idea of 

subordinetion, other than that of respect and deference on the part 

of a younger member of a family to its recognized head. (13) The 

perfomance of these ceremonies gratified the vanity of the Chinese 

Emperors, who always considered that their country was the center 

of the universe and the repository of the wisdom and that the peoples 

beyond the boundaries of the middle Kingdom were "barbarians", To 

the small stetes this recongition by the Great Country meant increase 

of prestige while the failure to pay "tribute" to Chine meant no 

trede with the wealthy country. The "tribute" to Chine was of such 

@ purely ceremonial charecter that the British government showed no 

hesitation to guarantee the continuance of the decemiceal tribute 

mission to Peking when concluding the Burmah convention with China 

in 1886. (14) 

When tassal st-tes decided to do things in their own way the 

suzerain acaquieseed without even a mild protest. Twice during the 

(13) Rockhill, China's Intercourse with Korea, p. 4. 

(14) Ibid., >. 5. 
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(7) 

Ming Dynasty the people of Korea chose their sovereigns without con- 

sulting China, and the latter power only entered a mild protest. (15) 

There seems to be no case recorded in which the Emperor of China had 

ever disapproved of the Korean King's choice of a successor or 

consort. (16) 

The relations between the Ming and the Li dynasties were very 

frequent and intimate because Li Tai Cho, who had overthrown the last 

ruler of the Wang Kun dynesty and had usurped the throne, felt that 

the fate of his dynasty largely depended upon the good will of the 

Ming Emperor. He and his successors,therefore, were rather lavish 

in sending "tribute" to the Emperor and were more prompt in complying 

with a vassal's duties. To secure investiture Li Sung Kei in 1392 

sent the Emperor of China about 9,800 horses and 19,700 pieces of 

hempen, linens, and cotton stuffs. (17) 

Although the change of the dynasty was recognized, the inves- 

titure was not bestowed upon Li Sung Kei by the Ming Emperor. The 

Emperor in recognizing the change of dynasty wrote in a letter: 

"Kaomwli is a small region in the fer east, and is not 

under the rule of the Middle Kingdom. lLet the Board of Rites 

inform it that so long as its rule is in conformity with the 

will of Heaven and in hormony with the hearts of men, and so 

slong es it creates no strife on our borders, so long will its 

(15) Ibid. 

(16) Ibid. 

(17) Rockhill, op. cit., p. 8. 
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(8) 

people be allowed to go and come and the kingdom will enjoy 

happiness; but we heve no investigetion to make in the matter 

(of the chenge of dynasty)." (18) 

This letter would indicate that investiture would follow readily 

but meanwhile the Emperor was informed by the General of Lio Tung 

thet Koreans were bribing the border military officers with gold, 

silver, and silk; and they were also kidnapping the Kitan women, 2nd 

that they were raiding the border of China. This misleading report 

annoyed the Emperor and above all the Fmperor not knowing the size 

of Korean horses, came to the conclusion that Li Sung Kei meant to 

insult him by presenting small ponies. The misunderstanding was 

cleared up and in June of the first year of the new dynasty the 

Ming Emperor sent the roysl seal to Li Sung Kei. Thus he was 

duly enthroned as King of Chosen. From this time on it became the 

duty of the Kings of Korea to get the Emperor's approvel of their 

accession to the throne to inform him of the death of the King, and 

to receive the post mortem title for the deceased King. (19) 

With the purpose of consolidating his dynasty Li Tai Cho devised 

the motto of later Korean foreign policy — "Serve the Great Country, 

associate with the neighbor". In accordance with this maxim Li Tai 

Cho also opened the ports to Japanese. He not only flattered the Ming 

with rich tribute but also made his people respect the Ming dynasty. 

From Li Tai Cho to the reign of Sei Cho the government devised 

numerous means to foster proyMing attitude among the veople. The 

ee eee ee we ee ee me re a ee ee eee 

(18) Ibid. 

(19) Seno, Modern History of Korea, p. 24. 
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policy was so successful that even after the overthrow of the 

dynasty by the Manchu invasions the Korean people worshiped the 

Ming Emperors in the ManDong Shrine in the province of North Choong 

Chung end the royal family did the same in Seoul. (20) The Ming 

Emperor did not fail to see the loyalty of Koreans to his dynasty, so 

in the eleventh year of Sei Chong the emperor cancelled gold and 

silver from the tribute list because these were not products of 

Korea. (21) The relations between the two countries became even 

more cordial when they faced their common enemy, Hideyoshi. 

Korea's telation to the Ming dynasty cannot be explained in 

modern leg=1 terms. It was something of a religious and 

psychological phenomenon. Kulogy of the Ming emperors was fash- 

ionable among the Korean Confucian scholars and taking charge of the 

worship of the Ming emperors was their highest ambition . Following 

the teachings of Confucious they reverenced the Mings as son does 

father. Finally their reverence for the Mings became a dogma - 

"no Ming, no good". 

As to the commercial relations with the Ming dynasty most of 

the trade wes done through the annual missions to China, and the rest 

was carried on at the periodical fairs at Euiju on the Yula River. 

No trade by sea between China and Korea was allowed by the latter 

state, and all Chinese shipwrecked on its coast were sent to China 

by the land route. (22) 

ee a ee ee ee ee oe re eee ee we 

(20) Wadanabe, History of Koreen Thouzht, (in Japanese), pp. 40-41. 

(21) Seno, op. cit., p. 48. 

(22) Rockhill, op. cit., Dp. 9. 
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Koreats stubborn loyalty to the Ming dynasty vrovoked the wrath 

of the rising Manchus. Since their invasions, Korea's relations 

with China chenged its nature from voluntary to arbitrsry sub- 

mission. During the domination of the Manchus Korea performed her 

vassal state duties as a conquered country. The Ming-Korean 

forces were defeated by the Manchus at the battle of the Sal Ho 

Mountain, and the victorious Menchus invaded the peninsula. Although 

Korea had not desired to betray her old ally, Ming, the military 

pressure was too great and she concluded a peace treaty with the 

Manchus et Kang Wha in 1627. Although it was seid that in order to 

obtain the peace the Korean government presented 100 horses, 100 tiger 

skins, 100 panther skins, 100 pieces of pongee and hemp cloth, and 

15,000 pieces of cotton cloth as peace offerings to the inveding 

generals, the peace terms were wholly favorable for Korea. (23) The 

treaty provided that (1) the Manchu army garrisoned at Pyeng San 

should not move even a step further South; (2) that on the day 

following the peace oath the army should be evocusted; (3) that after 

evacuation they should not get ecross the Yalu River again; (4) 

that the countries should be brothers; and (5) that although Korea 

makes peace with the Kim (Manchu), she should not betray Ming. (24) 

On Merch 3rd they built an alter outside the city wall of Kang 

Whe, where the two parties worshipved Heaven before the sacrifice 

of a white horse and a black ox, (25) and exchanged theooath of neace. 

en a ee ee ee 

(23) Rockhill, op. cit., p. 14. 

(24) Seno, op. cit., p. 50. 

(25) The black oxen used in Korea for royal sacrifices are exclus- 
ively supplied by Quelvart Island. They are sent in pairs, 

and always kept in readiness at all thettowns on the road from Quelpart 
to Seoul, being forwarded to the capniteal as required. 
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But the Koreans were not to submit so meekly. While the Ming 

were still fighting their losing battle, Korea tried to assist her old 

friends. When the second son of Incho, who had been in China as one 

of the hostages, came to the throne in Korda he decided to erase the 

stain of humiliation. He secretly trained a snlendid army, repaired 

fortresses and equipped them with new weapons. This secret prevare- 

tion leaked out and the King Hio Chong was reprimanded severely by 

the Peking court. Instead of using his army for revenge Hio Chong 

was requested by the Emperor to furnish 100 firegun men to fight the 

Muscovites along the Amur River in 1655. After 10 years reign Hio 

Chong died without achieving his wishes. While Wu Sa Kwae raised 

the standard of rebellion in the Yuen Nan region the Korean govern- 

ment offered her military assistance but even this plan collapsed with 

the defeat of the rebel leader. Although Korea was under the Menchu 

yoke her heart was dearly attached to the Ming. The kings Sook 

Chong and Young Cho built the Tai Po Tan (Great gratitude alter) in 

the royal garden, and worshipvped the Ming Emperors while scholars 

wrote books eulozizing the Ming dynasty. 

This peace treaty of 1627 contains no traces of inferior position 

of Korea relating to the Menchu. Et was made between two equal 

stetes and its terms contained nothing that might impair sovereignty 

of Korea. In fact, there is no suggestion that Korea was a conauered 

country. By the first invasion the Menchus verhaps wished to win the 

good will of Korea so that she would not be a menace to their rear 

guard when they baited to attack the Ming Emperor. This was, of course, 

2. shrewd move on their part but the strong Pro-Ming varty broke un 

their plan and 2 second invasion was necessary. The ascendency of 
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the Pro-Ming party and the rise of high feeling in Korea against the 

Manchus were chiefly due to the faults of the letter. Contrary to 

the last article of the Keng Whe treaty the Manchus commanded Korea 

to destroy the Ming fleet off the Koreen coast. The King of Korea 

replied: "The Ming Dynasty is as a father; how can I be exvected to 

help to destroy my father!" (26) The Manchus also bezan to levy 

excessive tributes. And a Mission sent to Korea to levy tribute 

grain declared: 

"Your country looks upon the Ming as a f-ther and many times 

you have sent them tribute rice. Now we are your elder brother, 

can you give it us once?" (27) 

But the king would not agree to it. In 1634 the Manchus wanted to 

conclude a treaty with the Ming and orderec the King of Korea to 

inform the latter of this fact but he agein declined to do so. Be- 

sides, Korea was accused of hindering border trade, stealing the 

Menchu ginseng, disregarding courtesies in dealing with the Menchns, 

and insulting Manchu envoys. These things led the Manchu Emveror 

to believe that Korea was breaking the oath of peace taken at Keng 

Wha and ordered the King of Korea to send hostages. To this no réply 

was made. 

The Emperor, having routed the Ming army, decided to invade the 

peninsula in person. News of the invasion alarmed Korea which 

dispatched two envoys inquiring the reasons for this hostility. At 

the same time the King sent his royal family to the fortress of Hang 

Wha, whither he meant to go himself leter to join his family. 

(26) Rockhill, op. cit., p. 14. 

(27).  Fbid., pe 16. 
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But the vanguard of the invading army already apnesred eat Seoul and 

blocked the way to Kang Whe. So the King took refuge in the fort- 

ress of Nam Han and sent a dispatch to the Ming Emperor requesting 

military help. A Ming general set to sea with a fleet to help 

Korea, but contrary wind prevented his crossing the sea. 

On December 14, 1863,Kang Whe fell and the royal family was in 

the hands of the invading army; by the end of January, 1637, the King 

himself surrendered. 

The status of Korea in relation to the Manchu was determined by 

the new treaty. It demanded (1) thet Korea should perform all the 

ceremonies to the Manchu as its "suzerain"; (2) that Koree should 

give up the Ming calendar, cut off any further intercourse with Ming, 

and give the Manchu Emperor the patent of investiture and the seal 

which the King had received from the Ming; (3) that Korea should give 

him two of the King's sons as hostages; (4) Embassies at the birthday 

of the Emperor, at the new year, and in mid-winter, and at the death 

of the Emperor should be contimued as they hed sent them to the 

Ming; (5) that when he attacked the Ming, Korea promptly was to send 

assistance; (6) when he attacks the Pi To (Island) Korea should pro- 

vide 50 ships; (7) that refugees should not be sheltered in Korea; 

(8) that by intermarriage peace between the two stetes should be 

fostered; (9) that there be no building of destroyed fortresses; (10) 

that trade with Japan should be granted; (11) that ennual tribute to 

the Manchus be given. (28) 

(28) Seno, op. cit., p. 56. 
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The next month the King, In Cho, built an alter on the east 

bank of the Han River at Sam Chun Do, and erected a yellow tent. 

Then the Emperor with an escort, having crossed the river, ascended 

the altar to the sound of music, while his: 6fficers in armour lined 

the way. In Cho, escorted by his ministers, left Nam Hen, and when 

5 1i from the altar proceeded the rest of the way on foot. The 

Emperor sent a messenger to welcome him when he was a li off, and to 

inform him of the ceremonies to be verformed. The Emperor having 

descended from the altar to receive In Cho, both of them together with 

the King's sons and his ministers worshipped Heaven, 

This ceremony ended, the Emperor took up his former position, 

when In Cho and his suite now fell to the ground and acknowledged 

their transgressions which the Emperor pardoned, whereunon In Cho 

and his sons and ministers respectfully bowed their heads nine times 

in thanks. The Emperor then told the King to take a seat at the foot 

of the altar on the left hand side facing the west, taking precedence 

of all the Princes (King). The ceremonies being ended, the Prince, 

his ministers, and their families returned to Seoul. (29) 

Two years later the Manchu Emveror commanded the King of Korea 

to build a monument at the foot of the altar at Sam Chun Do to 

commemor=te his goodness. It is said that two large marble tablets 

covered with inscriptions both in Chinese and Mandhu Tartar script 

were brought to Korea from Chine by sea; that the erection of these 

(29) Rockhill, op. cit., p. 21. 
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was violently resisted by Koreans, and one wes destroyed; (30) the 

other wes brought to the plece where it now stands. (31) 

The most obnoxious provision of the treaty of 1637 was Article 

11 which provided for the annual tribute-bearing missions to the | 

Menchu court, for this tribute was a grest drain on the resources of 

the small kingdom. If we enumerate the articles agreed upon the the 

originel convention, we can easily see how heavy a burden was imposed 

on Korea. The Menchu Emperor demanded 100 ounces of gold, 1000 

ounces of silver, 200 ounces of quick silver, 1000 rolls of good 

large size paper, 1500 rolls of small paper, 100 pieces of leovard 

sins, 400 pieces of otter skins, 100 deer skins, 300 squirrel skins, 

100 packages of tea, 10 pounds of black vepper, 200 pounds of So-mok, 

46 girdle swords and knoves, four mats with five clawed dragon patterns, 

40 mats with variegated patterns, white gress linen, 200 pieces, 

2000 rolls of silk and cotton mixed goods, 1000 rolts of fine cotton 

goods, 400 rolls of fine pine apple linens, 1400 rolls of coarse 

pineapple linens, and 1000 piculs of rice. (32) 

The Manchu government itself realized the umreasonableness of 

this tribute list and begen to reduce it gradually. In 1639, as 

Korea sust2ined a heavy devastation, one-half the tribute due to the 

Emperor was remitted; in 1640 9,000 bags of tribute rice were re- 

mitted; from 1644 to 1662 211 the gold and silver utensils, the gin- 

seng, and the horses were permanently remitted; in 1693, 100 ounces 

me 

(30) For. Rel., 1885, p. 326. 

(31) Full text of the inscription, Journ., China Branch Royal Asiatic 
Society, xxiii, pp. 1-18. 

(32) Seno, op. cit., pp. 195-196; cf., Dallet, op. cit., vol. 1, p. xv. 
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of gold and 100 of silver, the blue and red dye, end 600 pieces of 

cotton stuffs were eliminated; in 1712, 1000 ounces of silver and 142 

leoperd skins were omitted, and in 1723 300 soquirrél skins, 100 otter 

skins, 800 pieces of cotton goods, and 2,000 rolls of white paper 

were remitted. (33) 

Despite this enormous amount of annual tribute and the humili- 

ating ceremonies which the Korean embassy had to perform at the 

Peking Court the Koreans sought by every means to increase the number 

of these missions to China, for they travelled at the expense of the 

Chinese government, and were allowed to bring goods for sale to the 

capital free of duty. (34) In fact, a large amount of Royal income 

was received from the royal monopoly of ginseng Sold through the egengy 

of the tribute missions. The sele of ginseng brought an annual 

revenue roughly estimeted at $250,000 U. S. currency. (35) So far 

as Korea was goncerned, therefore, the tribute missions were commer- 

cial cearsvans more then diplomatic missions, and the payment of 

tribute wes her compensation for the commercial privileges granted to 

Koreans at the Chinese capital. If the annual tribute mission were 

stopped there would be no way of trading with the Chinese except at 

two annual fairs at Chung Gang on the Yalu River, for no direct 

meritime trade was allowed between China and Korea vorior to the 

treaties with the Western nations. (36) 

(33) a Ching Hui-tien, ch. 393; Rockhill, pp. 25-26. 

(34) No arms, munitions,dynestic histories of China were to be im 
ported from China; export of silver and metals from Korea was 

forbidden. 

(35)  Wockhill, op. cit., p. 47. 

(36) Ibid., p. 32. 
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(17) 

When there was discord or civil wer in Korea, China observed a 

strict neutrelity, and always closed her frontiers to fugitives from 

Koree. Once in 1729 the Emperor Yung-Cheng, at the reouest of the 

King of Korea, gave him 10,000 taels to assist in suppressing a re- 

volt in his kingdom. A decree was issued at the same time by the 

Emperor ordering the officers at the frontier barriers and elsewhere 

to seize any fugitives who might vresent themselves, and forwerd them 

to the cavitel, for "it is the policy of ovr dynasty to endeavor to 

have such men punished", In case any Chinese should conceal such 

rebel fugitives, they were to be severely punished. (37) 

In judicial matters all crimes committed by Koreons on Chinese 

territory and by Chinese subjects on Korean territory the culprits 

were handed over to the authorities of their respective countries 

to be dealt with. (38) But “if Chinese have no passports and have 

surreptitiously crossed the river frontier for the purpose of busi- 

ness, the Ming of Korea shall have them seized, judged, and punished 

eccording to the law of Korea and report to the Board of Rites what 

they have done in the matter". (39) 

As to the diplomatic channels of communication 211 questions 

which had to be submitted by Korea to the Chinese government were 

addressed by it to the Peking Board of Rites, the same board with 

oes Neen ener a — a eer ne a ee 

(37) a Ching Hui-tien, ch. 399; cited from Rockhill, p. 28. 

(38) Ibid. 

(39) Rockhill, p. 34. 
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(18) 

which all foreign nations dealt until the Tsung 1i Yamen was created 

in 1861. Even after the establishment of the Tsung 1i Yamen Korea's 

diplometic procedure remained the same. From 1764 all questions of 

minor importance, such as those concerning the return of shipwrecked 

seamen, of violation of the frontier, etc., were addressed to the 

officer at Feng Huang Cheng, who forwarded them to the Board of 

Rites; in this wey the Koreans did not need to send special envoys 

to deel with unimpoortant matters. 

On account of Korea's geographical propinguity to China one may 

assume thet her relstions with thet country would be closer than with 

Japan, for there is 2 turbulent channel between the Island Kingdom 

and the peninsula. Yet despite this natur-l berrier, Korea's early 

intercourse with the insular neighbor was quite frequent. Through 

Korea. Japan received her civilization. Koreans often acted as 

agents of Chinese culture and sometimes made original contributions 

to Jepanese civilizetion. Even after Japan opened her direct inter- 

course with China the relations between her and Korea did not cease, 

It could be said that up to the Tai Kwa Reform (645) in Korea's 

relations with Japan the cultural element must have been the dominating 

factor; while thereafter, Korean trade played the leading role in 

shaping the foreign policy of the Shoguns. 

In order to understend Korea's early relations with Japan we 

heve to regard China, Korea, and Japan as one economic unit and 

remember that while Chine and Korea were economically self-sufficient, 

Japan was not. The supplies from the continentl countries to Japan 

were so vital to her netional economic life that she could not separate 
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(19) 

her Korean trace from the China trade for without either one her 

economic situation was impaired, (40) Javan regarded China and 

Korea @s one economic unit which supplied her economic needs, and by 

joining herself to this continents1 economic unit hereprosperity 

could be assured. The peculiar political relations existing between 

Korea and China sometimes facilitated Janants trede with the conti- 

nental neighbors, while the contrary was also often true. When 

Japan established friendly relations with China, her merchants found 

a cordial reception in Korean ports, but if China happened to close 

her ports to Japanese merchants then the Korean ports were also 

hostile to the Japanese. This was especially true during the Ming 

dynasty, for Korea's relations with the Ming dynasty were so close 

thet the words "father and son" actually described the relation. 

Japan's trade with China was not only facilitated by zeographi- 

cal propinguity but also by the favorable "season winds". Both in 

spring and autumn there were strong winds from the northeast, which 

filled the sails of the vessels of the land of Yamato on theirrway 

to the southern Chinese ports. In the spring the wind drove the 

ships at a speed of 48 miles an hour. (42) All J»panese vessels 

treading with Chine from the Ashikag= period to the time of Commander 

Perry!s arrivel to Japan relied on this wind. They traded at a 

Shantung port during the Tang period but since Nobunaga's time 

(40) Kashiwabara, Jepan's relations with Korea (in Jepanese) p. 3. 

(41)  Kashiwebera, op. cit., p. 3. 
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(20) 

Japen's trade was solely confined to Ningpo, where the merchants 

secured silk, rice, end tea. (42) Thus Ningpo was of great histor- 

icel significance in Japants economic and dipvlomatic relations with 

China end Korea. 

Japents trade with Korea was naturally conducted et Fusan and 

two nearby ports, all three ports were known as Sampo. We are not 

able to determine when the trade started and to what extent it was 

carried on for lack of records but we can be sure that the necessity 

for diplomatic intercourse resulted from tis need of regulating trade 

between the two countries. In other words, diplomacy followed trade. 

Even from the legendary invasion of Koree by Empress Jingo we surmise 

no more than there had been trade between the two nations as early 

as the second century. It seems thet there was no regulated trade 

between Korea and Japan until the end of Korynu. By this time the 

Korean government attempted to supnoress the Japanese merchant prretes 

at Samvo and the vorts along the Provinces of Chullsa and Kyung Sang. 

Chinese and Korean records often mention these virates from the In-~ 

sular Kingdom. (43) Indeed, these piratic raids led Korea to 

appeal for the Mongol's help and eventually brought their armada 

into action, (44) Had the Japanese merchants pursued legitimate 

business in the Chinese and Korean ports these two continental 

(42) Ibid. 

(43) For References, see Seno, Medieval Hist. of Korea, pp. 233-238. 

(44) Ibid. 
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(21) 

countries would not have closed their vorts to them, since trade was 

@ source of prosperity to Chine and to Korea as well. The desire 

for @ continuance of regulated commerce between Japnan and the conti- 

nental countries was well manifested in the Ming dynasty by the offer 

of 2 limited and well supervised trade with Japan, 

The Ashikage Shogunate appreciated the need of trade and con- 

cluded a commercial agreement with the Ming Emperor. It vrovided 

that @ small number of Japanese ships might carry on trade © certain 

number of times a yeer with 2 Chinese license, Even this much trade 

was so profitable to Japan that the Shogun was in return willing to 

reg=rd the Chinese Emperor as a suzerain by sending tribute and secur- 

ing investiture from the Ming Bmveror. (45) 

Since the chief grievances of the Koryu Dynasty concerned 

Jepanese virstes who plundered the Korean coasts, the first Shogun 

of the Ashikege family made a special effort to suppress these 

buccaneers as a first step toward securing the good will of Korea. 

After suvvressing the pirates the Shogun sent a mission to Korea 

with notification of that fact. The second Shogun, following his 

father's policy, sent another embassy to the Seoul court, bringing 

news of the death of his illustrious father and asking for the Tai 

Chang Kyung, the Great Secred Collection of Buddhism. (46) Although 

there wes no official treaty between the two countries these two 

missions prepared the cround for trade between Koreans and the wealthy 

me a ee ee ie a re rr ee ne ee meee 

(45) Kashiwabara, ov. cit., po. 11 - 12. 

(46) Seno, Modern Hist. of Korea, pp. 28-30. 
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(22) 

daimios on the Western coast of Japan. 

The Korean government also played 2 great part in supvressing 

the Javanese virates, At the end of the Koryu rule Korea conouered 

the Taushima Island, which had been regarded 2s the hotbed of Japanese 

pirates. Following the same policy, Li Tai Cho, the founder of the 

new Li Dynasty, planned another invasion of the Island (47) which 

depended on the good will of Korea since herefood problem was entire- 

ly dependent upon Korean trade. The chieftan of the Tsushima Island 

sent missions to the Seoul court with special gifts — usually horses - 

and pledged to wipe out pirates from his Island. Thus relations 

between Korea and the Tsushima Island ~ eventually Jepan - became 

numerous and veaceful., 

So long es the Japanese were law-abiding and pursuing legal 

trade the Korean government encouraged them even with material 

assistance. A merchant ship of a daimio when calling et e Korean 

port received a quota of rice according to the number of the crew and 

on its return it was provided with rice from the Korean national 

treasury according to the length of the voyage. (48) Meantime these 

privileges known es "Reception" and "Food for voyage" were abused 

by many privete merchants and at last it was provided that tedhadter 

ships endorsed by the Chieftan of Tsushima alone would get the 

"Reception", and the matter of the "Food for voyage" was left to the 

government of Korea to decide whether or not it wovld be 

en ee ee a ne re ee a en a ee ee 

(47) Tbid., p. 31. 

(48) Seno, op. cit., p. 42. 
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continued. (49) In Mey, 1419,2 band of Japanese viretes agein 

raided the coast of Choong Chung Province and the capital of Whang 

Hai Province and the outraged Korean government sent an expedition 

ary force to Tsushima. The expeditionary force consisting of 227 

chips, and 17,000 men alarned the Kushu daimios, who regarded the 

force as another navel combination of China and Korea and sent 

assistance to the Tsushima chieftean. (50) The failure of the ex- 

pedition led the Korean government to close the trade agcin with 

Tsushime and Japan, but this temporary grudge could not set beck the 

economic forces forever. With the usual diplometic finesse the 

Tsushime chieftain was allowed to trade at three vorts - Chaino, Fusan, 

and Yempo -ywith fishing rights. It was understood that in each 

port there should be no more than 60 permanent residents and that as 

their fishing industry was over they should return to their home 

country. But the profit of trade was so great that the number of 

Japanese inhabitants in these ports reached 1620 in ‘1430(the 1lth 

year of Sei Chong). (51) This alarmed the Korean officers who 

then limited the annual ships of the Tsushima chieftain to 50 and a 

few special ships. (52) Yet Fusan was the greatest commercial center 

of Japan between China and Javan as Ningpo was the center of Javan's 

trade with China and Malaysia. 

(49) Ibid. 

(50) Ibid., pp. 44-45. 

(51) Sin Sook Choo, Hai Dong Chei Kuk Ki; Seno, op. cit., po. 46-47, 

‘ 

(52) Ibid., p. 48. 
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For nearly 50 years the Korean government overlooked minor vio- 

lations of trade regulations by Japanese since the treaty of 1444, 

but in 1511 the Japanese in the three vorts rose uv, plundered and 

killed locsl officers with the aid of 300 men sent by the chieftain 

of Tsushima, who had been discontented over the trade restrictions 

laid upon him by the convention of 1444. As a punishment the 

chieftain's annual ships were reduced from 50 to 25; special 

vrivileges for the insuler natives were done away with; his rice 

grant wes reduced from 200 sum (Koku) to 100; and special shins were 

abolished. (53) Another piratical attack on the Chulla coast by 

the Japanese in 1545 naturally did not improve Japanese-Korean rela- 

trons. Although they brought to Korea the head of the pirate 

chieftain es a sign of repentence their trade was oanfined to only 

one port, Chaipo, where they could set a Japanese factory and a hall 

for the Tsushima envoy, and the annual ships were increased from 25 

to 30. (54) Japents trade with Korea became insignificent particular- 

ly efter the Ming dynasty had closed Ningyno to the Jepanese on account 

of the riots?, (55) raids and piracy of the lawless and turbulent 

Japanese merchants and viretes. This desperate economic situetion 

in Japan was inherited by Nobunag:, Hideyoshi, and Iyeyasu, who are 

regarded as the ablest Japanese statesmen in modern times. 

As soon as Nobunaga consolid-ted his vosition in Jenan he 

sent an embassy to Korea and requested the opening of Korean vorts 

(53) Ibid., pp. 101-102. 

(54) Seno, op. cit., pp. 104-106. 

(55) Ybid. 
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to his subject merchants with the right of residence and the increase 

of annual ships from 30 to 50. He also asked the Korean government 

to request the Ming Emperor to open Ningpo to Japanese merchants. (56) 

Following the strange and dangerous precedent set by the Mongols 

asked Korea to’ negotiate with China for the opening of the lucrative 

port of Ningovo. From this divlomatic precedent we can infer that 

the Japanese statesmen regerded Korea as a completely devendent 

country and whenever thereafter Japen had any grievances against 

China she came to Korea to secure redress from China. It is not 

certain whether the Japanese stetesmen misunderstood the status of 

Korea in regard to China, or whether they deliberately took this 

position in order to embarrass Korea but the fact remains that for 

some time Korea cverteinly found herself between the devil and the 

deep sea, On account of his sudden death Nobunaga achieved nothing 

and left the matter to his able lieutenant Hideyoshi. 

Continuing his chief's volicy, Hideyoshi set up three points 

as the essential items in his foreign policy = namely, re-opening 

of three ports in Korea and Ningpo in China and the resumption of 

trade with Maleysia. His negotiations with Korea through the 

Chieftain of Tsushime, who was the usual channel of Japants diplomacy 

with Korea, was an utter failure. He saw no signs of the vossibility 

of resuming trade with China and Korea and determined to resort to 

other means then diplomacy. (57) He therefore decided to make war 
ene ea ee 

(56)  Kashiwabara, op. cit., pp. 22-23. 

(57) Kashiwab2ra, op. cit., pp. 22423. For e partisan account of 
the Hideyoshi invasion, see Cho-sen Seibstzki (Records of 

the Korean Fxpedition) 9 vols. in Jepanese, published by Yameto Co., 
1591. 
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on Koree and China. This war was not a wer of conquest for the sake 

of conduest, neither was it 2 wr to divert domestic dissentions 

nor to keep idle samurei busy as treditionel historians tell us. 

It was a war which was chiefly concerned with the resumotion of 

trade with the continental states, for without such trade Japants 

economic life would be ruined. It was therefore & great and desperate 

economic war. 

This is proved by the terms of the attempted peace negotiations 

at Long San, Korea, after-the long campsign in Korea, which devastated 

Korea from one end to the other and embittered her veople. Since 

the Jevanese won no brilliant victory throughout the campaign, Japan 

could not dictate the peace terms. Furthermore, Japan suffered the 

greatest naval defeat in all her history when attacked by the Korean 

admiral Li Soon Sin. Even on land during the last chase of the war 

the Japanese forces were in such an awkward vosition that they were 

only too glad to find some way of saving their faces and withdraw 

from the hostile country. They appealed tothe Ming ruler and the 

Korean government for peace, but met with a refusal by the letter. (58) 

In the seven articles of the projected peace treaty between Japan 

and the Ming representstive Japen asked no more then the Ashikaga - 

Ming treaty provisions. Hideyoshi, who personally conducted the 

peace negotiations, proposed that he should be crowned King of Japan 

with the investiture from the Ming; that the old Ashikeg--Ming 

commercial treaty should be restored, which provided opening of 

(58) Keshiwabara, op. cit., pp. 25-26. 

b ; 
a ae wen 
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Ningpo and recognized China's suzerainty over a Japan was 

to send one Bakufu tributary ship to China sadist teelisa and the Daimio 

ships annually. (59) Hideyoshi seemed to realize the fact that 

even this concession could not be obtained if the war was prolonged, 

so he hurriedly sent an embassy to Peking to secure his investiture 

and tributery trade with China. The Peking court was divided over 

this request. The Northerners who formed the war party insisted 

that neither of the requests should be granted; wheres the Southern- 

ers who would profit by the Japanese trade, took a more liberal 

’ view. The bargain was struck and it was decided that Hideyoshi should 

be given investiture and that Japan should bring her tribute to 

Tsushima Island instead of Ningno. In order to compensate the 

losses of Southern Chinese merchants, they were allowed to go to 

Tsushime with the government ships and trade with Jepanese there, (60) 

Accordingly on September lst, 1596 Hideyoshi received the investiture 

from the Ming representative and was duly mode "King of Nation". (61) 

It is noteworthy that with all his sacrifice of Japanese lives 

and property during the long campaign in Korea Hideyoshi secured 

less than Ashikaga had sldashad by diplomacy. Japan under her 

great militery leader and statesman was once again humbled before 

the Ming by receiving investiture, royal seal, and royal robe from 

ern mn ma a ete en ee eee 

(59) Seno, ov. cit., vp. 150-153. 

(60) Kashiwabara, op. cit., pp. 23-24. 

(61) Ibid., pv. 27-28; Murdoch, op. cit., VOL. II, pp. 351-354. 
Further controversies resulted from the investiture ceremony. 

See Murdoch, ibid. 
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Chine. Moreover, Javan's long cherished Gold of Ovhir, Ningvo, 

was closed forever. The Japanese historians maintain thet this 

wes the best barg2in Hideyoshi could get end that helf a loaf wes 

better than no bread. Why whould he not undergo ceremonial humil- 

lation to save the national economy? Ceremonies are after all a 

mere matter of form while economic profits are a reality, they con- 

tend, 

From Korea Jepan obtained no improvement in trade. If theré 

wes any material gain it was the booty of individual soldiers and 

the Mimizguka or Far mount in Kboto, where the ears cut off from the 

38,000 Koreans were buried. Bitter hatred of the Japanese. became 

deeply rooted among the Koreans after the invasion, and later be- 

came @ great obstacle in bringing good relations between the two 

countries. 

The Iyeyasu Shogun had pursued a policy of peace and attempted 

to restore good relations with Korea. He ordered the chieftain of 

Tsushima to negotiate with Korea, which “ic recti the latter re- 

ceived like "rain in the drought" because his Island hed been 

suffering severely from non-intercourse with Korea. The Korean 

government demanded the return of Korean prisoners captured during 

the last war and the Japanese criminals who had excavated the 

Korean royal tombs with the view of stealing valuables. Jepvan 

complied with these demands promptly. (62) It is said that 

Iyeyasu wes too sensitive about the honor of his country that even 

(62) Seno, op. cit., pp. 168-169. 
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though he fully realized the value of the Korea trade he could not 

send an embassy to beg the peninsula kingdom to resume relations with 

his country so Yanegikawa forged the document and sent a mission for 

that purpose without his chief's knowledge. (63) After a good 

many spirited discussions in the Seoul court 2 conciliatory ovinion 

prevailed and the commercial relations were restored. Yet the con- 

vention of 1609 did not fully restore the power of Javan's trede. 

The Japanese insisted that all three ports which had formerly been 

opened should again be opened, but this was peremptorily refused, and 

only Fusan was opened. The number of boats that could come annually 

from Tsushima was reduced to 20. Great diplomatic agents from the 

Shogun were allowed to stay in Korea 110 days. The agents from any 

Daimio in Japan could stay 85 days, and special agents could stay 

50. (64) "The strictness with which the Koreans bound down the 

Japanese as to the number of ships, and men, and length of stay, 

and the refusal to open three ports, show thet Korea was doing all 

this more as a favor than by demand, and history shows that she was 

at liberty to withdraw support from them." (65) 

With the rise of the Menchus in Northern China Iyeyeasu began to 

advance another argument in support of his policy in Korea, He 

maintained that the maintenance of the integrity of Koree was vital 

to the safety of Japan, and that the two countries ought to cooperate 

ee ee we ee ee ce cee ee me 

(63)  Kashiwabare, op. cit., p. 48. 

(64) Ibid. 

(65) Hulbert, Hist. of Korea, Vol. II, p. 
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in maintaining peace and order in the peninsula. (66) Fven in his 

first instructions to the Tsushima chieftain he put more emphasis 

upon Japan's militery force which had prevented Chinese control of 

Korea, than upon the need of good relations between Japan and Korea 

for economic reasons. The economic fector was still the dominsting 

aim of the Shogun's policy in Korea but he wished to use the rise of 

the Manchus as a means to achieve his goal, ¢@.g., restoration of 

diplomatic and commercial relations with Korea and Ming. He did not 

fail to point out to the Korean government that these Manchus were 

rising like summer clouds and they might invede the northern frontier 

of Korea; that the firearms and powder could be secured only from 

Japan through the port of Fusan. The Seoul government, however, 

was not fully convinced by this argument since the convention of 

1609, which was the outcome of this negotiation, granted the Japanese 

far less than the former treaties. If we bear in mind sabenaen: 

Hideyoshi, and Iyeyasuts failure to restore trade with China and 

partly with Korea we can readily see why Japan later welcomed the 

Westerners so cordially and why Iyeyasu later urged the foreigners 

to trade at Yedo Bey instead of Kushu. 

When Korea was actually threatened by the Menchus the Shogun 

lost no time to avail himself.of this precious opportunity. He 

instructed the Tsushima chief himself to proceed to Korea and offer 

Japanese military assistance. (67) In May, 1630, for the first 

(66)  Keshiwabara, op. cit., pp. 60 seq. 

(67) Keshiwabara, op. cit., pp. 69-72. 
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time since the Hideyoshi inv?sion, a Japanese embassy was permitted 

to come to Seoul. (68) The representative proposed a triple alliance 

apainst the Menchus, and in return Japan was to be compensated by the 

old Ashikaga and Ming commercial provisions. In reply to this pro- 

posal the Minister of Ceremony, Hong Su Pong, argued that the rela- 

tions between Japan and his country hed been very friendly béfore 

the Hideyoshi invasion, that without adequate reesons he invaded 

Korean soil and demanded Korea's good offices in restoring Javan'ts 

trade with China; that the present Japanese project for a military 

elhiance could not be construed but that on the pretext of restora- 

tion of Ming trade Japan was contemplating again a war on Korea. (69) 

The Japanese representative secured nothing and departed from Korea. 

During the Manchu invasion of Korea Japan offered her military 

assistance agein and again, but Korea refused to accept it, for she 

feared that Japan might wage another wer on her. 

The Conquest of Korea and the overthrow of the Ming by the 

Manchus ended Japan's attempt to reopen the China trade, for she 

adopted a new volicy"eloof from the North, close to the South" as 

her guide in her Chinese diplomacy. (70) She stopped 211 rela~ 

tions with the new dynasty and kept herself busy to throw off all the 

evidence of vassalage, and tackled her domestic problems. When the 

Yedo Shogun realized that the presence of foreign merchants and foreign 

0 TE 

(68)  Kashiwabara, op. cit., pp. 80-87. 

(69) Ibid. 

(70) Ibid., p. 94. 
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sects endangered the national safety he did exactly what both China 

and Korea had done to the Japanese. Japen closed her vorts to 

foreigners except Deshima where the Dutch and Chinese (71) were 

welcomed and she also forbede her subjects to go abroad. 

The diplomatic relations between Japan and Korea continued just 

the same. Until the reign of the 11th Shogun of the Tokugawa family 

Korea sent embassies to the Yedo court to witness the accession of 

the Shogun and other great national events. Since that time the two 

countries exchanged their diplomatic papers at the Tsushima Island. (72) 

This new arrangement known as Arai ceremonial reform was made because 

the Korean embassies cost the Shogun and the Deimios altogether too 

much. The reasons why they Rad to spend © very lerge amount of money 

upon the sumytuous entertainments for the Korean ambessadors and their 

train can be found in the fect that it was part and parcel of the 

Tokugewe Bakufu policy to weaken the Togamea Daimio in the West by 

draining their resources on any plausible pretext, and thet it was 

intended to impress the Koreans with a due sense of the power and re- 

sources of the Empire, and that Japan had =» settlement in Korea and 

was naturally anxious for a continuance of commerce and friendly re- 

lations between the two countries. (73) After the reign of the 

a nm i ee ee we 

(71)  Kashiwebara, op. cit., p. 105. 

(72) Murdoch, Hist. of Japan, Vol. III, pp. 254+255. 

(73) Ibid. Up to the time of Shogun Iyetsuna (1663-80) in order 
to impress the Koreen emb?ssy with an adeouste notion of the 

power of the government and the rigour of its laws, it wes the custom 

to effect 9 gre=t gaol-delivery in Yedo immedictely before the ennerr- 
ence of the embassy and to crucify as many molefactors as were av7il- 

able at the southern entrance to the suburb of Chinageawa. Murdoch, 

ibid., op. 161. 
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12th Shogun (1812) on account of domestic difficulties both in Javan 

and Koree the two countries ended 211 diplometic intercourses. (74) 

It has been repeatedly maintained by patriotic Japanese 

historians and even by some Western scholars that Korea was a 

tributary state to Japan. This view is extremely erronious, for 

Korea never sent @ mission to Jepan as a subordinate nation. (75) 

The two nations dealt with each other as two equal states. Even 

after the invasion of Hideyoshi Korea did not assume a subordinate 

stetus in dealing with Japan. Indeed, it was Iyeyasu who sent a 

mission to Koree first and in return the latter sent her mission to 

Japan. Economically Japan needed the Korean trade and made special 

efforts to maintain good relations with Korea, whereas the peninsual 

kingdom was unduly haughty because economically and culturally she was 

very much contented without Jenvan. This partly explains why Korea 

wes so reluctant in opening her ports to Japen. Koreats relations 

with Javan did not improve till the latter half of the 19th century 

when the Island Kingdom forced the Seoul court to make a treaty of 

amity end commerce at Kangwha. The treaty of 1876 marks an epoch 

in the relations between Korea and Japen. 

Similar to the Jananese-KXorean relations the Manchu-Korean 

relations underwent no redical changes until 1866. During a period 

of about 259 years from the date of the Manchu-Korean treaty of 1637 

to the French messecre of 1866 in Korea the latter carried out her 

em mm ns a 

(74) Seno, op. cit., p. 260. 

(75) Williams, Chine Yesterday end Today (Rev. ed.) p. 405. 
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treaty obligations frithfully and sent annual missions and special 

missions as occasion demanded to Peking. By performing meaningless 

ceremonies she humored China's self-conceit and in return for her 

D> annual "tribute" she was permitted to trade in Peking. But from 

the time of the French persecution in Korea the nature of China's 

relation was altered. After the massecre of the French Chargé 

at Peking, de Bellonet, inquired about the exact nature of Sino- 

Korean relations and the Feking government declared that Korea was 

wholly independent in everything that related to her government, her 

religion, her prohibitions, and her laws. When Burlingame asked 

China the same question in connection with the ill-fated schooner 

Generel Sherman, the Peking court again repeated that Korea was a 

independent state in her external 2s well ©s internal affairs. As 

late as 1871 a similar answer was given to Minister Low for his 

mission to Korea, Not only to the Western powers but even to Japan 

China disavowed any responsibility for Korea and when the Japenese 

were about to send an expedition to insist upon their demands the 

Chinese reiterated their waiver of resvonsibility and advised Korea 

to accepvt the Javanese conditions. During these ten years China 

disavowed ell responsibility and represented Korea @s a sovereign 

independent state. It was poor statesmanship on Chinats nart and 

@ costly mistake, for when China wished to reassert her claims, it 

was easy to quote her own admissions thet the country was independent, 

Had Chine come out bravely and assumed all the résponsibilities for 

Korea the story might have been an entirely different one. 

For Janen the Kangwhe treaty of 1876 was a diplomatic victory. 

The treaty wos the first wedge between China dnd Korea and marked 

a se ete. 
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the beginning of Japan's continental expansion. The first Jepanese 

Minister to Seoul, Henabuse, won respect and even confidence from the 

Min faction, and Jeavan's influence in the court seemed to be pre- 

dominant. Japan sided with the liberal group of Mins and advised 

sending young Koreans to Japan for an education and invited a 

Javanese official to reform the Korean army. China now realized 

her diplomatic blunders. To neutrelize one poison with snother 

Li Hung Chang invited the United Stestes to negotiate treaties with 

Korea, As a compensation for his service as an intermediary he 

asked for recognition of China's suzerainty over Korea. To his 

disapvointment Shufeldt refused to make that concession. Following 

the United States other Western powers made treaties with the peninsvu- 

la and Korea was wide open to the world. 

Heving failed to secure the recognition of her suzerainty over 

the peninsula Kingdom from the Western nations which entered treaty 

relations with that kingdom, Chine resorted to a new method, i.e., 

direct domination of Korea. A heaven-sent opportunity came in 

1882 when the Tai Won Kun and his agents raised the banner of revolt 

ageinst the Mins. ' From this date China's meddling in both domestic 

and foreign affairs of Korea was unparalleled in the annels of Sino- 

Koreen relations, From Japants point of view such a policy could 

not be tolerated. China's claim on Korea was based chiefly on 

historical relations and stratégic necessity that wes realized in the 

latter part of the 19th century, wheress Japan's cleim was based on 

the need for economic and national defence. Both sides presented 

their claims. The period of nineteen years from the treaty of 
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Kangwha to the treaty of Shimonoseki is a period of struggle between 

the claimants. Not until 1895 did China after her defeat by Japan 

surrender her claim on Korea. 
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RUSSIA AND THE PERSECUTION OF THE FRENCH 

MISSIONARIES IN KOREA, 1866. 

The latter half of the hineteenth century wes an eventful veriod 

in human history: The United States, after a desperate struzgle 

ageinst slevery, abolished the institution and turned her attention 

egain to the Pacific; England after the reform bills proceeded to 

consolid=te her commercial and political position in China; and 

Napoleon the Third, being @ usurper, was attempting to establish 

himself firmly eat home and abrozd by means of a reckless diplomacy. 

In Bussia Alexander the Second emancipated the serfs and through the 

skillful diplomacy of Ignatieff won the Meritime Provinces from Chine, 

Which extended the Russian boundary to the north eastern frontier 

of Korea.. Russian men-of-war appeared in the Korean Channel, and 

Russia again advenced her claims to the island of Saghelin. China 

was in the throes of the Taiping retellion and was further humilia- 

ted by the allied forces of France and England, which forced her to 

open new ports, pay indemnities, and meke territorial concessions. 

Japan, on the other hand, had just been rudely awakened from her long 

sleep and was forced to open her doors to foreign countries, yet her 

statesmen seized the opportunity to restore the authority of the 

Mikedo and to build @ strong empire. In the midst of all this 

activity Korea kept her seclusion as inviolate as she could and had 

no desire whatsoever to associate with outsiders except with China 

and possibly with Japan. Korean officials had little knowledge of 

the world situation. The key note of Korean diplomacy was 
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"Serve the great and associate with the neighbor", YL) thot is, 

serve the great empire of China and make friendship with Japan. 

From the envoy to China Korean officials learned that the Taiping 

) rebellion had .been suppressed and thet the great empire had been 

defeated by the Westerners. They received with contempt the news 

that Jepan was opened to trade relations with Occidental powers. 

Not only was Korea handicapped by a narrow-minded ruling class but 

also by a king, who cared nothing about either national or interna- 

tional problems. He was a Sybarite seeking his own olezsure to the 

extent of ruining his health even though he was still 2 young men. 

Mgr. Berneux reported in his letter to the Foreign Mission Board in 

August 1864: 

"Le roi est mort en janier, ainsi que meurent presque tous 

les rois de Corée , d'exces de boisson et de debauch; personne 

ne l'a regrette. Il avait le coevr bon, il aimait ses sujets; 

mais trop faible pour s'effranchir des hommes qui le tanaient 

en tutelle, il fermait les yeux sur les abus et les malversations 

de tout genre qui reduisaient le peuple 4 une misere in- 

supportable." (2) 

The diary of the Seung Chung Won and records of court elso bear the 

evidences that medicines were never absent from his bedside. (3) 

One day the sickly King, Chel Chong, fainted in the royal gerden 

| (1)  Sgimoto, Recent Hist. of Korea (in Japanese), p. 6. 

(2) YDellet, Histoire de l'eglise de Corée, Vol. II, pp. 501-502. 

(3) » Sgimoto, op. cit., p. 7. 
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from the attack of cancer from which he had been suffering for years. 

While the relatives of the Queen were bewildered by the tregedy, the 

nephew of the Queen Dowager at once reported to the Doweger what had 

taken place in the royal gerden, end she hurried to the death bed of 

the King to secure the royal seal. She thus hoped to seize the 

power for which she had btriven during the period of supremecy of 

the Kims, retatives of the Queen. But to retain the royal seal 

itself was not enough to guerentee that she could exercise royal 

power, for there still remained the problem of electing a new king 

since the King had no heir, and of ousting the Kims. The King died 

on Januery 17, 1664, and @ royal council wes immediately called for the 

purpose of selecting a successor. By sheer force of character and 

the loyal supoort of her family, Cho, the Dowager, made a twelve year 

old lad King of Korea end herself Regent. (4) The choice of Myeng 

Pok was a thunderbolt to the Kims, for the alliance between the 

Dowager end Heung Sun Kun, the father of the new king, was so sudden 

and unexpected that she succeeded in securing the election of a lad 

belonging to en obscure family. Heung Sun Kun himself had mingled 

with commoners and berely e=rned means enough to supvort his family 

by peinting irises. During the time of the election he pretended to 

be indifferent end acted as an innocent "cat" so that he would not 

antagonize the Kim family. Moreover, he showed no indication that 

the Kim family would be crushed as it was after he come into power. 

} The Dowager menaged State effairs from behind the "screen" for 

(4) Ibid. , pv. 8-12. 
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three years and gratified her desire for power. (5)  Abthough the 

Tai Won Kun was never made Regent during the first ten years rule of 

the boy King, (6) he wes undoubtedly the actual ruler. Although 

a member of the eristocracy his knowledge of conditions among the 

lower classes made him the champion of the masses. He recruited 

talented men as his lieutenants regardless of their rank and volit- 

ical affiliations. With the assistance of such men as Cho Doo Soon, 

Lee Kyeng Ha, Lee Fun Ik, and Chung Ki Se he demolished the 014 

corrupt political and social institutions end introduced 2udacious 

reforms for which he was called "courageous statesman", He adonted 

the vrinciple of employing telented men in government offices end 

opened the way for the Westerners and Northerners to whom such priv- 

ileges had been denied; he destroyed the obnoxious four "colours" of 

political factions, which had wiped out more able Koresns than any 

other institution during the last 300 yesrs; he also abolished the 

Confucian shrines (Su Won), for they were hot beds of conservatism 

and of political controversy and their enormous wealth wes too much 

for him to resist; yet he opposed luxury 2nd gembling and recommended 

© moderate mode of life. The administretion was reorgenized; 

beneologicel t=blets were drawn up and the laws were codified; a system 

of honest taxation wes instituted; domestic industry was protected by 

close inspection of importation of foreign goods; the granary system 

wes adopted to prevent femine; 2nd local autonomy was encouraged. (7) 

Whether these reforms were timely or not for Korea is another 

(5) Sgimoto, op. cit., p. 12. 

(6) Teid., p. 14, 

(7) Seimoto, op. cit., pp. 18=28. 
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question, but it is impossible to deny the fact that the dynemic 

reforms certainly put fresh blood in the veins of Korea. The 

ambition of the Doweger did not stop with these reforms. She 

instructed the Tai Won Kun to embody the regenerating svirit of Korea 

in a magnificient edifice. He thus undertook the reconstruction of 

Kyung Pok Pelace which had been nezlected since the invasion of 

Hideyoshi and the new building program of the Kyung Hoi Pavilion. 

To accomplish this gigantic vroject the whole country was mobilized. 

The Tai Won Kun gathered timbers from every Province and demanded 

every subject in Seoul and the towns around the capitel to supvly 

labor for five to ten days. Even dencing girls were recruited in 

bands and they danced and sang to encourage the workers. He then 

demanded "contributions" from the wealthy classes and sold offices, 

and received taxes of marriage or the "hair tieing tax" to meet the 

building exnenses. The Tai Won Kun even cut down trees in the old 

cemetaries, and aroused the violent protests of Confucianist 

scholars who had been opvressed by him. In reply to this protest 

he said: "Who is Confucius? Let him come and obey my order, too." (8) 

The wrost result of the building project was the inflation of currency 

by free issuance and importation of Chinese coins and the rise of 

prices. In other words, Korea was economically exhausted and the 

opposition to the Tai Won Kun wes showing its teeth. (9) Why wes it 

that the Dowager and the Tei Won Kun exhausted the wealth of the 

nation, drove nearly everybody in the capital and its surrounding 

(8)  Sgimoto, op. cit., po. 18-28. 

(9) Ibid. 
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towns to work, resorted to forced contributions and to dishonorable 

means of taxation and of selling offices? Did they dreem of the 

glory of Shi Weng Ti or was there some other more substantial 

reason? It is hardly possible to deny that they wished to glorify 

their greatness by this monument, but they also hoped to symbolize 

a united and regenerated Korea in this new palace. Their grestness 

and grendeur was threatened not so much by the antagonized Confucian 

scholars as by uninvited foreign intruders. Muscovites on the 

northern border were pressing the Seoul court with their demand for 

a treaty and American merchants from China weré seeking entrance from 

the West. 

Since the treaty of Nerchinsk (1689) Russia's relations with 

China had been friendly and peaceful. By subsequent treaties 

Russia secured special trade privileges and exchanged diplomatic 

missions end had a Russian colony in Peking. These were privileges 

which no other white nation enjoyed, but with the ending of the 

Crimean war Russia's policy became eggressive in tone and method. 

During the Crimean war an Anglo-French fleet blockeded the 

Russian Pacific coast and destroyed the military establishments, 

end threatened to starve out the Russian colony in Eastern 

Siberia. (10) Count Mureview, governor-zenersl of B-stern Siberia, 

found out that the Chinese court was not in a position in Mey, 1858, 

to deny him anything he might ask and the treaty of Aigun was signed 

on May 16th. By it the territory on the left (north) benk of the 

(10) Rambaud, Alfred? The Expansion of Russia: Problems of the 
Mast and Problems of the Far Fast, pp. 64+72. 
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Amur, from the mouth of the Argun to the mouth of the Amur, was 

recognized as Russian; that on the right (<outh) benk, as far down- 

stream as the Ussuri, was recognised as Chinese; the territory be- 

tween the Ussuri and the sea (since 1860 the Russian province of 

Primorsk) wes to be held in common by the two empires, until the 

question of the frontier between the two shovld be steeled; the 

navigation of the Amur, Sungeri, and Ussuri rivers was to be oven 

only to Russian and Chinese vessels; and trode across the border 

wes to be permitted, but no regulations were vrescribed. (11) 

Prior to this, Admirel Putiatin had been comissioned to 

negotiate a commercial treaty for the purpose of obtaining for Russia 

the privileges of trade by sea at the treaty ports which had been 

grented to the maritime powers, and from which Russia was expressly 

excluded. His request for @ permission to proceed to Peking wes 

refused by the Chinese government. He, therefore, proceeded to 

Hongkong in November, 1857, where he joined the envoys of England, 

Frence, and the United Stetes; and from this dete, while force was 

applied by England and France only, diplomatically the representatives 

of all four worked together. Like the American, the Russian envoy 

had "positive instructions to abstain strictly from all coercive 

measures against the Chinese government, except in case of extrem 

ity." (12) As soon as the Anglo-French forces humbled China once 

again Russia negotiated a short treaty with China on June 13, which 

provided: thet an envoy might be despatched to Peking on any special 

(11) Morse, International Relations of the Chinese Bmpire, Vol. 1, 
P. $22. 

(12) Ibid., p. 478. 
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occasion, and, on his arrivel, should be received with due respect; 

that Russian merchants might trade at the five open ports, end, in 

addition at Tsiwanfu on Formosa and Kiungchow on Hainan; that the 

Christien religion was to be tolerated; that a courier service for 

mails wes to be established between Pelting and Kiakhta; and that 

Russia was to enjoy the most-favouredination treatment. (13) 

It was not until General Ignatieff won a brilliant diplomatic 

victory at Peking in 1860 that Russia secured the territory east of 

the Ussuri., The Russian envoy, Generel Ignatieff, acted as an ine 

termediary between the Anglo-French representatives on one hand and the 

Chinese government on the other in bringing about peaceful settlement 

of their difficulties. He claimed that he had saved the Manchu 

dynasty end had ensured the withdrewal of the allied troops; and as 

fee to the honest broker he obtained the signature, on November 14th, 

of the convention ceding to Russia the territory east of the Ussuri. (14) 

Russian activities in the Fer Bast were not confined to China 

and Manchurie. In 1861 Russia occupied the Island of Tsuchime, 

built barracks and planted seed as though she had every intention of 

remaining there permanently. The occupation of these islands menaced 

the security of both Japan and Korea, for it was a nost of great 

strategic value in affecting the balance of power in the Far East. 

Partition of Jepan seemed imminent while Korea was doomed to perish 

for both countries were too weak to resist the aggressive Muscovites. 

Indeed the Korean court did not seem to realize the significance of 

eee ee ee ———- 

(13) Morse, op. cit., p. 525. 

(14). Ibid., p. 614. 
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the Russian occupation of Tsushima. Javan, on the other hand, had a 

good friend in Townsend Herris, the United States consul at Yedo, who 

fully understood the danger of Russia in the Far Fast and accordingly 

advised the Japanese government. Japan's fear of Russia was perhaps 

exaggerated by the talk of war and of "partition of Japan", which was 

@ rether common topic of conversation amongst many English and French 

civilians and officials. Even after the Muscovites had been driven 

from the Island by the British fleet, the intense fear of Russia 

continued, for the dispute over Sakhalin lingered on for many more 

years. (15) 

By 1864 Russia gsve up reckless neval adventure in Pacific waters 

and begen to cultivate the friendship of her newly ecouired neighbor - 

Korea. On April 3, 1864,a few Russians crossed the Doo Man River 

and handed an official dispatch to the Prefect, Li Suk Young, of 

Kyung Heung, rdquesting formal communication with Korea. (16) The 

dispatch was forwarded to the governor of Hem Kyung Province who sent 

it on to the capitel. This note created a panic in the Korean court. 

The Tai Won Kun, who had just acquired control of the government faced 

@ serious dilemma which he sought to solve by making use of the French 

Catholic missionsries. He told a Catholic yengban (noble) that if 

ae a ee ren a a a a ne ne ee oe 

(15) The treaty of 1855 fixed the boundary in the Kuriles; but by 

the treaty of 1875 Russia took the whole of Sakhalin, while 
certain rights in the Islend were secured to Japan, and Japan took 

most of the Kuriles. 

(16) It is repeatedly said thet a Russian man-of-war avperred in 
1866 at the port of Wonsan and demanded a commercial treaty 

with Korea. This statement must have its origin in Dallet's Histoire 

d'eglise de Coree, but there are no Korean records supporting this 

view. So we presume that Dallet might have confused this with the 
visit of Putiatine on the Russian man-of-war at the Wonsan Bey in 

April lst, 1854, 
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Mgr. Berneux, the French vicer in Korea, could debar the Russians from 

Korea he would accord the religious liberty denied to the Christians 

for decades. This unfortunate overture led to a misunderstanding 

between the Tai Won Kun = especially the Conservative elements in the 

court - and the Christians and eventually resulted in a massacre of 

Christians and Christien converts. This action resulted in a French 

punitive exvedition under Admirel Roze, who broke the silence of the 

Hermit Kingdom by his powerful cannons, 

In order to understend the relations between Korean rulers and 

the Christian religion it seems desirable to sketch a brief history 

of the Roman Catholic Church in Korea, The introduction of 

Christianity to Korea was chiefly the work of a small groun of native 

Koreans. During the winter of 1777 9 group of Confucian scholars 

held a literary confer-nce and discussed and expounded the texts of 

Confucius and Mencius. They also secured some new treatises on 

philosophy, science and religion from Peking. Among them were some 

tracts on the Christian religion, on the existance of God, pivies 

Providence, the Immortality of the Soul, the conduct of Life, the sevan 

capitel sins, and the seven contrery virtues. Perplexed and é@elighted, 

they resolved to learn more about the new doctrines. 

As Seoul wes the center of learning, the leader, Li Pyuk among 

these philosophers, moved to the canital with the hone of getting more 

books or information through a living teacher. It was not until 

1783 that he succeeded in sending 2 message to the bishop >t Peking, 

Alexender de Gorla, a Portuguese Frenciscan, through his friend Li 

Seung Hoon, son of the third ambessador to Peking, who was baptized 

and named Peter. 
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(47) 

Meenwhile vropagetion of the new doctrine ws carried on in the 

vicinity of the cavital, Neaipo, and in Chulla Province; trensition 

work was done by the learned scholar Li Ka Whan, who wrote the 

"Explanetion of the Gospels of the Sabbaths and Feasts" which was the 

first Christian book in the Korean languaze; formed a hierarchicel 

form of organizetion according to the model which Peter had seen in 

Peking; and performed ceremonies with innovations of their own until 

1790 when Pan] and John the Bavtist brought authoritative rituals. 

But the introduction of authoritative explanation of the Roman Cath- 

olic dogma proved to be a stumbling block, for it forbade ancestor 

worshin. Upon this rock the little church in Korea was split, for 

its very doctrine ant>zgonized Korean officials and litersti who 3dvo- 

cated persecution. As early as 1786 Chief Justice Kim Ni So eppealed 

to King Cheng Cho,seying "recently there are many unclassical books 

circuleting, which teach left path and evil principle. Pray forbid 

them." (17) Even the King noted that there hed been active propo- 

gation of the Christian feith among his people. His main objection 

to the western learning wen its teaching against the worship of an— 

cestors. Being a student in classics, the King traced the causes 

of the evil principle to imvortation of Christian literature and 

Chinese fiction and other non-classical writings printed at the end 

of the Ming and the beginning of the Manchu Dynasties. He forbade 

the Korean envoy to bring in any literature except the classics, and 

punished those who studied Western learning; and burned ea11 the 

Christian literature in October, 1791. On December 8, 1791, Peul 

(17) Seno, Modern Hist. of Korea (in Jepanese), p. 261. 
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and John the Bantist shed the first blood of martyrdom for Koresn 

Christianity. In the ten years following the bantism of Peter at 

Peking, in spite of persecution and apostasy, it was estimated that 

there were 4,000 Christians in Korea. 

The first ettempt of a foreign missionary to enter the Hermit 

Kingdom wes msde in February, 1791. Jean dos Remedois, a Portuguese 

priest from Macao. After twenty deys journey in midwinter from Peking 

with some Chinese guides he arrived on the Korean frontier, and there 

awaited the precarious chances of recognition, according to certain 

signs agreed upon. The opvortunity was lost and he died a disenvoint- 

ed man at Peking. 

Follwwing with the request of Korean Christians for a teacher, 

the bishop 2t Peking decided to send a young Chinese priest, J=coues 

Tsui or Chu Moon Mo, who was only 24 years old. In December, 1794, 

Tsui disguised himself as a Korean and secretly crossed the frontier 

into Korea. In the spring he reached the capitsl, but the persecution 

was so severe thot he was hidden for three years in the home of a noble 

family. According to Chinese eccounts Tsui was a strong and vigorous 

young man of great virtue and learning. The benevolent ruler, Cheng 

Cho, died in 1800 and was succeeded by his son, Sun Cho, a boy still 

under the care of his grandmother. His advisers were ultre-conservat 

tive Rorons (a palitical fection). No sooner was the public mourning 

over than the Queen Regent with the support of Roron ministers decreed 

@ general pversecution of Christiens in 1801; and the Chinese priest 

wes outlawed in a public proclamation. About this time ea fenatic, 

Wheng Kui Young or Alexander Whang, sent a letter to the bishop of 
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Peking in which he appealed to the Christian nations of Euroxe to 

send 60 or 70 thousand soldiers to conquer Korea. (18) This letter 

was deciphered by Korean magistrates, and the Christian conspiracy wes 

the general topic of conversation among the official circles and the 

people. The persecution was more severe than ever before, for hence- 

forth the Christian sect was associated in patriotic minds with treason 

and robbery. Alexander Whang was caught end executed and the Chinese 

priest met the same fate on May 29,1801. About 50 or 60 native 

converts perished also. Among them were Li Seung Hun, Li Ka Whan, 

the translator of the Bible into the Korean language, and Chung Yak 

Chong, the most devoted believer. 

It now devolved upon the King of Korea to explain to Bhina the 

execution of a Chinese subject. The Korean official letter declared 

thet from the time of Ki Tza Korea had admitted no other dogmas than 

those taught by the sages of China for "All other doctrine is strange 

to the little Kingdom". The correspondence describes the Christians 

as "the monstrous, barbarous, and infamous sect of brigends who live 

like brutes and birds of the vilest sort"? and who in their plot," have 

interlaced themselves as a serpent and knotted themselves together 

like a cord", (19) The plan to conquer the little kingdom at the 

corner of the earth by myriads of men and vessels (20) from Europe 

A ee ene ee ee 

(18) Dallet, Histoire d'eslise de Corée,Vol. 11, p. 205. 

(19) ibid 

(20) An English man-of-war Providence, under Cantein W. R. Broughton 
called Yeng heung Bey and Fusan, October, 1797. Gutglaff tried 

to set up 2 Protestant Mission work in Korea. See his work Journsl 
of three voyages along the coast of China in 1831, 1832, and 1833, 
3rd ed., Ch. 6, London, 1840, 
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wes explained and an apology offered for the execution of Chu, not 

as & Chinese subject, but as chief conspirator. In reply to this 

letter the Chinese Bmperor read the King of Korea a teint lecture, 

and hinted thet 2 rich stream of silver would soothe his ruffled 

scales, "China had not been China had she lost so fair an occasion 

to fleece her cowering vessel." (21) 

Despite this severe persecution or perhaps due to it Christianity 

was spreading like wild fire, With Kwangju in Kyung Ki Province, 

Che Chuhg in North Choong Chyung Province, and Nei Po in South Choong 

Chyung as their headquarters, fearless Christians won over men of 

all renks and vocations. Among the high dignataries men like Yu 

Chin Kil, Chung Ha Seng, Cho Sin Chul held secret conferences and 

decided to secure @ teacher for the Korean flock from China. Their 

spiritual f-ther was Yu Pang Che who stayed end worked for them for 

four years. 

As early as 1812 the Korean Christians sent en eannest appeal 

to Pope Pius VII, asking for Western missioneires. (22) Yet during 

the supremacy of Napoleon I the Papacy was not in a position to 

respond to their apveal. In 1825 the Korean Christians headed by 

Augustin Niou Long Sim presented another apveal to the Holy See. In 

response to this it was decided to set up a mission in Korea, directly 

attached to the Holy See, but to be under the care of the Society of 

Foreign Missions of Paris. (23) 

(21) Griffis, op. cit. p. 358. 

(22) Dellet, vol. 11, vp. 2-3. 

(23) Ibid., pp. 3-5. 
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(51) 

Bartherlemy Brugiere, then a missionary at Bangkok, Siam, volun- 

terred and was nominated in 1832 Avostlic Vicar ef Korea, but before 

he reached Koree he died suddenly at Shing King, Manchuria, on October 

20, 1835, Pierre Philibert Maubant, stenved into the vlace af his 

fallen comrade and with five Korean converts he crossed the Yule River 

into Korea in December, 1836. After Maubant there came Jacoues Honore 

Chasten and Bishop Laurent Marie-Josoph Imvert. These two new comers 

came to Seoul in the disguise of mourners, met their comrade Meubent, 

and settled down with Chung Ha Sang, who had been responsible for 

bringing in the Chinese priest Yu. By 1838 Korean Christians had in- 

creased from 6,000 to 9,000, which shows how active both the mission-— 

aries and native Christians were in spreading the new sect. 

But © great blow awaited the Christians. Their enemies obtained 

the upper hand in the government and issued an order for versecution 

July 7, 1839. The three French missionaries were arrested, tried, and 

executed, and the three prominent native Christians = Chung, Yu, end 

Cho with numerous others met the same fate while their proverty was 

confiscsted by the government. The persecution wes cerried out so 

systematically that the Christian missionary work made no progress for 

the coming six dois Louis Philipo sent out two French men-of-war 

to redress this outrageous action in Korea, but on account of the 

Anglo-Chinese Opium Wear France gave up the project for the time being. 

On account of the Revolution of 1848 in Frence the French government 

wes not able to salvage its men-of-war wrecked off Chulla Province in 

Korea. It is said that Koreans promptly put the French cennons left 

by the ship wreckage to use, and from them, as models, manufactured 

others for the forts built to resist the French in 1866, and the 
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Americens in 1871. (24) 

It was not until the *ccession of the new King Chel Chong that 

religious intolerance subsided, French missionaries agzin entered 

Korea, chiefly via the Western coast of the peninsula instead of takinz 

the land route from Manchuria to Fui ju. Bishop Ferreol and Develuy 

led the procession and later # dozen or more French mission-ries 

followed in their footstens, 

By the time that the Tai Won Kun had seized power mission-ries 

hed accomplished much despite the hostility of the sovernment. A 

theological training school was est=blished in the mountains, four. 

new missionaires entered the kingdom, 1976 baptisms were made during 

one year, end Christian litersture was being translated for vublica- 

tion. (25) Besides secret activity, many missionsries boldly and 

openly defied laws of the land. A Christian funer*l1 procession 200 

lanterns, bore aloft the huge cross, and chanted resvonsive prayers 

in the canitel, and the converts paraded the symbols of the Roman 

Catholic Church. (26) 

The ruler did not favor religious freedom. In August, 1864, Mer. 

Berneux wrote to the Foreign Mission in Paris: 

"Les expérances que nous avions congues de voir bientot la 

relicion libre en Corée ne se sont pas realisées; nous avons meme 

ete menaces d'une persécution dtextermination." (27) 

a a a re ee mre ne me em ee mee at ee a ce ae er ne ree a a ee ne mee 

(24) Griffis, op. cit., p.369. 

(25) Dellet, vol. 11, p. 504. 

(26). GrSfFis. ops cifia. De. 370 

(27) Dallet, op. cit., p. 501. 
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(53) 

But in pointing out the Tai Won Kunts attitude toward the Church he 

said: 

"Cet homme ntest hostile ni a la religion oqutil sait bonne, 

ni eux missionaires qu'il connait sour de tres—bons rapports; 

il ntignore pas que nous sommes ici huit Turopveens, il a meme 

parle de l'eveaue en varticulier a un mand=rin pain avec lequel 

J'ai queloves relations." (28) 

This statement plainly points out that the Tai Won Kun wes neither 

hostile nor cordial toward missionaries. In letting them stay and 

carry on their Evangelistic work unmolested he appears to have favored 

toleration. Indeed his acquzintance with the Namin faction enabled 

him to learn the greatness of France and the sagecity of the French 

missioneries,. Yor a man who hed no experience whatsoever in foreign 

affairs it was @ natural thing to ask the assistance of the French 

missionaries, His overture was, therefore, a sincere one without 

eny desire to trap them. His success or failure in handling the 

Russian question would mean a great deal to his prestige and affect 

his position as actual ruler of Korea. He hoped for success and in 

return for the assistance of the missionaries he promised religious 

freedom. 

Yet his overture met a rather cool reception and Mer. Berneux 

gave an evesive answer. In his report to the Paris Foreign Mission 

Board, he states what he said to the Tai Won Kun: 

"Jtai foit revondre su prince que, malgre tout mon desir 

dtetre util au royaume, etant d'une nation et d'une religion 

differente de celles des Russes, Je ne pouvais avoir sur eux aucune 

(28) 
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influence; que je creigns autant que personne le denger dout etait 

menace le pays de la part de ces hommes qui, tot on tard, trouver- 

ait moyen de s'etablir sur le territore coréen; mis que le 

refus constant du zovernement de se mettre en rapport avec aucune 

puissance europeenne, reufs que je m'abstenais de blamer, ne me 

leaissait aucun moyen de conjurer un danger qu'il etait cependant 

urgent de vrevenir. Ztienore si cette reponse a ete rapnvortee au 

prince." (29) 

This answer seemed to be evasive to the Tai Won Kun and thus 

arose the first barrier between the missionary and the Meyor of 

R Palece. But it is too hasty to assume that this is the real cause 

of persecution. He knew too much about Roman Catholicism and was 

too sympathetic to pick up this refusal as a weapon to wipe the sect 

out from his country. Even before he came to power he had been 

closely associcted with the Nemin or the South men (one of the four 

political factions) who were the champions and friends of Western 

learning. Besides he was surrounded with Catholic members and 

atmosphere. His wife reouested Catholic missionaires to pray so that 

her son Would make a good King, and the nursing mother of the King, 

Marthe Pek, herself was an adherent of the Church. From 211 these 

sources the Tai Won Kun leorned a great deal about the reicien and 

gave it his symvathy. 

On the other hand, there was the Regent Queen Dowager Cho and a 

majority of her staff, who had no desire to know anything about this 

"left path" or evil sect. To them things other than the Orthodox 

(29) Yellet, vol. 11, p. 502. 
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Confagianten could not be right. To check the externel invesions, 

they prescribed Sak Kang or monthly lectures on Classics and Hyang 

Yak or getherings of scholars, They revrimanded those local officers 

who hed transmitted the Russian note and mut to death two subjects 

as traitors who were accused of being in contect with Russians. 

Nothine more was heard about the Muscovites until October, 1865, 

when about twenty Russians crossed the border and pushed southward. 

The Prefect Li sent his men to inquire about the motives of their 

coming. Through a Chinese interpreter they declared that they wanted 

to deliver an official letter directly to the governor of the 

Province, This action was t-ken a second time but due to persuasion 

of Prefect Li the estan returned both times without any success. 

When the Doo Man River was frozen a band of Russians with a Chinese 

interpreter ceme to Kyung Heung e2 third time to find out definitely 

whether or not they could deliver the official note of their govern- 

ment directly to the government at Seoul. The Prefect, verceiving 

their persistence and the greve situation, promised to answer the 

question within ninety deys. 

Upon the receipt of this news (Dec. 28, 1865) the Seovl court 

wes agein in gloom. No one exactly knew how to get rid of the per- 

sistent Muscovites, and the poor local officers became the objects 

of the rage and perplexity of the high officers at the court, 

This menace to the government was a blessing for the Christians - 

at least they deemed it so. They believed that the Russian threat to 

Korea wes a golden opportunity for them to secure their religious 

freedom, which they cherished more dearly then anything else since 
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Chine had granted it in the treaty of 1858. Some over jealous 

converts, Hong Pong Choo and Kim Myun Ho, sent a petition to the 

Tai Won Kun, in which they edvised that in order to refuse the de- 

mands of Russia, Korea must make alliance with Frence and England 

and that this alliance could be made only through the French 

missionaries. This petition reached him through Cho Ki Chin, the 

father-in-law of the Tai Won Kun's daughter. It seems that the 

petition was drawn uv without consulting Mgr. Berneux. Had they done 

so the latter would have maintained his former vosition and would not 

heve allowed such a fentestic idea, It is reported that the Tai 

Won Kun read snd reread the petition, end suddenly his countenance 

changed. Without saying a word he folded it and put it under the 

cushion, What happened? The petition was prepared by men who 

knew very little about etiouette of the court end its poor wording 

offended the vanity of the Tai Won Kun, 

Two days later Marthe Pak, the nursing mother of the King, called 

on the wife of the Tei Won Kun and discussed the Russian question 

in reference to obtaining religious liberty. The lady, Tai Won Kun, 

told Marthe that the bishop could save the strained situstion, that 

it was too bad that he was not in Seoul while needed. She then went 

on and suggested that they should send a letter to her husbend and 

tell him that the French missionary could help him and then she was 

sure that he would send for the missionery. (30) Hong Pong Choo 

heard this sugeestion from M*rthe and requested Nam Chong Sam to 

(30)  Dallet, op..cit., p. 522. 
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petition the Tai Won Kun again, So fer as the choice of the vetis 

tioner was concerned there could not be any better because Nam teaucht 

the Korean languege to many French missionaries of whom Ridel was 

one, and his reletions with the Tai Won Kun were close by virtue of 

being tutor of the court. Nam, being a scholar, officer, and 

Christian”? drew up @ well nolished and balanced vnetition, and took 

it along with him to the Tai Won Kun. He read it carefully and 

said happily, "It is good", then turning to the five ‘friends who 

were with him and remarked, "being an important measure I hove to 

talk it over with the ministers", 

Next dey Nem called on the Tai Won Kun egain and telked a long 

While =bont the real meaning of the petition and the doctrine of 

Roman Cetholicism. The Tai Won Kun expressed ® dislike for the 

Catholic contention of rejecting the ancestor worshiv, then changed 

the topic and rebuked the converts for lacking patriotigm. (31) 

This is very significant. He realized that the Christians had been 

willing to invite armed foreign intervention for the vourpose of 

getting religious freedom. The case of Whang was a classic example. 

Even in the present case he could see nothing petriotic on the vart 

of Christians. He realized that they forgot all about their 

country, putting their sect above magistretes, laws, traditions, and 

customs; and whenever there appeared a foreign shin or threat to 

Korea they were only too glad to welcome the intruder and play off 

one foreign power against the other. Hence from the beginning 

Christianity was associated with treason and robbery in patriotic 

en ne ee ee ee eee 

(31) 
Sgimoto, Recent History of Korea (in Jevanese), p. 75. 
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minds. Changing the topic abruptly the Tei Won Kun said: "So you 

are sure that the powerful bishop cen prevent Russia from taking 

Korea," "Certainly!" replied Nem. "Where is he, is he in the 

cepital”? in auired the prince, “very well, tell him I want to see 

him." (32) 

Nam and his fellow Christians were greatly pleased by their 

success and talked about erecting a huge cathedral in Seoul. Nam 

sent for both Mer. Berneux and Mgr. Daveluy who had been away in 

Whang Hei and Choong Chung provinces respectively at the expense 

of Cho Ki Chin. Develuy ceme to the canits1 on January 22, 1866; and 

Berneux about four days leter. Uvon their arrival Nem went to the 

Tai Won Kun and reported their presence in Seoul. He seemed to be 

irritated over their delay; and Nem's -reumentative explanation of 

their delay increased his wrath. Nam's father, Nam Sang Kio 

(Augustin), another Christian? lamented over his son's argumentative 

ways with the prince and predicted that there would be a severe 

punishment for his son, 

The relations between the prince and Nem thus became strained 

and the Christians in Seoul were worried. Under the pretext of the 

epproeach of the new year at the lumar calender Mgr. Berneux cancelled 

the conference with the prince and devarted for Chemulpo and the 

Poo Pyung district while Daveluy went beck to Nai Po to continue 

his evangelistic work. Realizing the seriousness of the situstion 

Berneux returned toSeoul after eleven day's absence, concealed 

(38h. Daklet, op. cit., p. 522. 
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himself in Hong Pong Choo's house, and watched closely the activities 

of the court toward the missionsries through a Korean priest, Chung 

Bui Pai, 

What took place at court since the lest of December, 1865 

to the middle of February which made the Tai Won Kun adont the 

policy of persecution? He was annoyed by the want of courtesy 

among the Christians and especially their lack of patriotism. He 

knew that they were opposed to ancestor worship which wes very dear 

to his heart. Yet had he been left alone to deal with the mission- 

aries and the native converts, he might not have resorted to such 

barbarous means to exterminate the new sect, especially as he 

ferred the strength of France. (33) He knew that even the all mighty 

Chinese Empire had been humbled by the combined forces of Great 

Britain and France. But he was urged on by a strong and stubborn 

combination of both his friends and enemies at court under the 

leadership of the°Queen Dowager Cho, who held an extreme anti- 

Christian attitude. 

Minister Cho Doo Soon presented @ memorial, in which he de- 

nounced the Christian religion on the ground that it crushed and 

degradsted the splendid ethics of Confucius, that the talk of an 

alliance of Koree and Frence against Russia was folly, end maintoined 

vehemently that the Western barbarians ought to be versecuted. (34) 

While this anti-foreien sentiment wes developing, the court was 

(33)  Sgimoto, op. cit., p. 42. 

(34) Ibid. 
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relieved of the tension resulting from Russian eggression, for the 

latter power did not come back for the expected answer, moreover, 

the anti-foreign faction was strengthened by the rumor which was 

brought to Kore by the annual embessy to Peking that in China the 

French missionaries had been persecuted. The Tai Won Kun had the 

choice of resigning his position as actuel ruler of the country or 

of carrying out the recommendations of the Conservative fection. 

His love for power led him to the choice of the latter alternstive -— 

nemely, persecution of the Christiens. t is, therefore, eltogether 

unfair to throw all the blame upon him and credit him as an ultra- 

conservative and vehement enemy of foreigners, In fect, his asso- 

ciation with the Nemin faction and the Catholic nobles made him very 

tolerant and he must have been one of the most sympathetic men in 

the court. Even if he had resigned his power the wreth of the 

Conserv-tives would have been voured upon the unfortunete Christians 

just the same. 

After February 22nd on the arrest of the French missionaries 

and the netive converts took plece. Nine out of twelve French 

missionaries in the country were captured and killed in cold blood 

after hasty trials. (35) In one of the trials Nam Chong Sem pleaded 

that to become a Christian did not necessarily imply unpetriotic 

conduct for his conduct was that of a noble patriot. But his 

erguments did not convince the court and he and his fellow Christians 

met the same fete. The persecution of native converts started at 

ee ee ae 

(35)  Berneux, Brethiniers, Beaulieu, Dorie, Pourthie, Potinicolas 
Daveluy, Huin, Aumeitre were put to death. 
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this time and reached its climax when the United States warshins under 

Minister Low end Admiral Rogers retired from Keng Whe Island. It) is 

said that during these years about 200,000 Korean Christians were 

slaughtered, but the figure seems to be too high in compsrison with 

the figure of 20,000: given by the missionaries. (36) 

The Korean government put 2 price on the heads of the three 

surviving missionaries and searched for them from one end of the 

country to the other, while guerds were stationed at the Western 

coest to prevent excave from Koree., In the spring of 1867 the 

ship Rome under the command of N=rnest Oppert, who later commanded 

the infamous body snstching expedition, called in the neighborhood 

of Hei Min, western coast of Choon Chung Province. Learning of this 

fact Ridel tried to find the ship, but he was not successful. How~ 

ever, Ridel end Feron who had been in Whang Hei Do and Calais and who 

had been in North Kyung Sang were able to meet together and decided 

to report the news of persecution to the French admiral in Chinese 

waters. The tesk fell woon Ridel. It wes well nigh impossible to 

get a junk to sail for China because not only wes the coast jealously 

guarded but at this time nearly every ship was employed by the govern- 

ment to carry lumber and stones for the building of the Kyung Pok 

Palace. With the help of netive Christians Ridel at last secured 

a small boat and sailed for Choofoo with eleven Koreans from Cheng 

Yun, After three days' voyage they reached their destination | 

(July 7). Finding that the French admirel wes at Tientsin Ridel 

ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 

(36)  Sgimoto, op. cit., p. 47. 
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immediately went there and reported to him what hod teken place in 

Korea, Upon receiving this outrageous news the edmirel wished to 

proceed to Korea at once to rescue his fellow-countrymen 2nd to 

punish the Korean government for its berbarous ect, but the trouble 

in Cochin-China prevented him from doing so. Meanwhile Ridel visited 

many places in China, spreading the horrible news and created en 

elerming sensation emong the foreigners. 

The French diplomatic representative lost no time protesting 

ageinst this berbaric persecution in Korea. Up to this time the 

Westerners reg2rded Korea as a vassal stste of China end natur-lly 

the diplomatic action begen at Peking. On July 13, 1866, Henri de 

Bellonet, French Chergé -t Peking, brought officially to the knowledge 

of Prince Kung "a horrible outrage committed in the small kingdom of 

Corea, which formerly assumed the bonds of vassalege to the Chinese 

Empire, but whichithis act of savege berberity has forever sevarated 

from it". "The government of His Me iesty", he continued, cannot 

permit so bloody an outrage to be unpunished, The same day on which 

the King of Coree laid his hands upon my unhappy countrymen was the 

last of his reign; he himself proclaimed its end, which I in my turn 

solemnly declare to-day. In a few days our military forces are to 

march to the conquest of Corea, and the Emperor, my August Sovereign, 

alone, has now the right and the vower to dispose, according to his 

good pleasure, of the country and of the vscant throne." (37) 

He reminded Prince Kung that the Chinese government hed de- 

clered to him many times that it did not have any authority or power 

(37) M. de Bellonet to Prince Kung, July, 1866, Dipl. Cor.1867, 
pt. I, p. 420. 
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over Korea and complained of the fact that Chine also refused to 

extend the application of the treaties of Tientsin to Korea and give 

passports to French missionaries. According to these facts he de- 

clared that he would not recognize any authority whstever of the 

Chinese government over the Kingdom of Korea. (38) 

In replying to the note of M. de Bellonet, on July 16th, Prince 

Kung observed that as Korea was an out-of-the-way country in a 

secluded corner of the world he did not know whet hed led the Koreans 

to put these missioneries and Christians to death. He suggested, 

however, that the difficulty existing totrbes France and Korea should 

be settled in an amicable way instead of by force. It seemed to 

him that it would be best to inquire beforehend into the proofs and 

merits of the affeir, and ascertain whet reasons there had been for 

this step, so that, if possible, a resort to arms cut be 

avoided. (39) 

Meanwhile the Peking court sent @ courier extraordinary to Seoul, 

who arrived on the 15th of August, 1866. In the svecial dispatch the 

Chinese government laid stress on the f-ct thet the versecution was 

not prudent and that a puhitive expedition was being prepared by the 

French, To this the Koreen government simply replied that it was 

not the first time that Korea had persecuted the Western mission»r-— 

ies. (40) 

It was not until September 18, 1866, th=t Admiral Roze could 

(38), Tit: 

(39) Prince Kung to de Bellonet, July 16, 1866, Dipl. Cor. 1867, 
pt. I, p. 421. 

(40) TDellet, op. cit., p. 570. 
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leave for Korea. He decided to take the corvette, la Primanguet, 

and the eaviso, le Deroulede, and the gunboat, Tardif?, and to make 

8 preliminary survey of the approaches to Seoul. Ridel sccompanied 

this expedition in the capacity of interpreter and three Korean 

Christians were on boerd as pilots. Arriving off Clifford Islands 

on the 20th, the little fleet entered Prince Jerome Gulf, and the 

following day the le Deroulede was sent with Ridel on bosrd to ex- 

plore the entrance of the Han River. At Katkochi , a small port 

off the Kengwhe Island, Ridel lended and examined the conditions on 

the islend. The party proceeded further up to the Han River and 

approached Yang Whe Jin from which the capital of Korea wes only ten 

pi away. The Korean government as well as the veople were in a 

panic. The government sent out two officials who could sneak Chinese 

end told the party that they should go away. Not complying with the 

demand the court dispetched General Li Yomg Heui with soldiers to 

defend the Hen River, and on the river there were two junks to 

cooperate with him. The Koreans natur=lly proved too weak to tackle 

the French and scattered like clouds before a strong wind. (41) 

The French, achieving their primary object of the expedition, 

decided to return to China. Before their return’ Ridel was informed 

by native Christiens of the burning of the General Sherman and the 

fate of her crew, and of the renew2l of the persecution with the 

order that all Christians be put to death efter a preliminory trial. 

He urged the commandant to stay, but the fleet sailed away to China, 

mm er ee ree ee ee eee 

(41)  Sgimoto - Ode, Recent Hist. of Korea (in Japanese), vp. 49-51. 
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(65) 

where the punitive expedition was being prepared. (42) 

On October 5th Admiral Roze issued a notification of the block- 

ade of Korea: 

"Whereas the King of Korea, in 2 spirit of inhuman berbarity, 

heaving seized end killed several French bishops and missionsries, 

together with many native Christiens, mele and female, old end 

young, I think that his numerous crime cannot be suffered to pass 

with impunity. I have determined to proceed against him for 

his notorious crime and shall take the forces under my command 

to aetéel and subdue his country. All ports and embouchures 

on the western shores of Corea, leading to the capital, are inme- 

diately to be blockeded by the shins under my command, and the 

vessels of all other nations are for the present forbidden to 

resort there. If any of them attempt to violate this order 

end break the blockade, they will be dealt with according to 

the laws adknowledged among nations in such cases." (43) 

M. de Bellonet presented this notification to Prince Kung on 

October 24th without any further comments, while the French forces 

had already been engaged in a combat with Korean tiger hunters at 

Kangewhea. The prince did not wish to discuss the A of the 

French blockade and still hoped for a peaceful solution of the diffi- 

culty. "It is not improper to inquire", said the prince, "whether 

ee ee ee Re Re ee ee me 

(42) fFeron and Calais, hearing of the vresence of French shins in 
the Hen River, reached the coast, after great straits, to 

find them gone. They put to sea, however, and got upon a Chinese 

smugeler, by which they reeched Chefoo, October 26th. 

(43) Dipl. Cor. Op. cit., vo. 421. 
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(66) 

the French government has made any investigation into the circumstances 

connected with the Christians; end if not, whether such 2 mode is not | 

desirable as a first step. Therecmay not after all, be an absolute 

necessity of a resort to hostilities, and thus human life on both 

sides will be preserved." (44) 

Prince Kung's humenitarian vroposal was too much for de Bellonet. 

He begen to explain the motives of his donduct, begging the prince to 

be pleased to remember that he had avoided as much as vossible making 

® communication so disagreeable to the Chinese government: First, he 

told the prince that the massacre of the French missionzries was one 

of those unpardonable crimes which nothing could excuse. It was of 

no consequence, therefore, for them to know the reasons which had led 

the Koreans to commit this execrable offence; the decd wes done; it 

was sufficient for them to know that the Koreans hed thereby rendered 

themselves culpable, and might be punished for it in a signal manner. 

Second, he accused the Chinese government of being connected with the 

massacre of the French missionsries in Korea by giving ea tacit 

authorization of the project to the Koréan embassy. Third, he said 

the French had been already twice the duves of an inouiry conducted 

by the Chinese authorities alone, and they would not begin egain,. 

Fourth, he rebuked the ignorance of Prince Kung in regard to war. He 

said: "War, which for us is a pleasure, which the French passionately 

seek, is far from being detrimentsl to the people et large." (45) 

(44) Prince Kung to de Bellonet, Nov. 4, 1866, Diplo. Cor. on. cit., 
pp. 421-422; Cordiab, Bistoire des relations de la Chine, 

Vol. 1 pd. 266=272,. 

(45) M. de Bellonet to Prince Kung, Nov. 11, 1866, Dipl. Cor. on. 
cit "> pp. 422-423, 
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Neither did the French live like the Chinese armies "By pillaging the 

countries they traverse, nor in maltreating the inh=bitents." (46) 

Finally, he could not stop the militery overations once started, as 

they were then, before they should have atteined the end they hod set 

for themselves. ‘Every attempt at conciliation" said he, "will 

now be useless, unless the cidevant King of Corea surrenders at 

discretion, and implores the mercy of the Emveror, our August Sover- 

eicn, trusting to his generosity." (47) 

On November 20, 1866, about nine days after the receipt of de 

Bellonet's last correspondence, Burlingame, American minister to 

China, had an interview with Prince Kung. Since he was the leading 

representative among the foreign diplomatic corps and symveathetic to 

China, he naturslly won the confidence of the prince. During this 

interview the prince told him the troubles with France on account of 

their missionaries, and the nature of the correspondence touching 

affairs in Korea, With regard to Korea Burlingame said that "if 

the Prince had done no more than to proffer his friendly oicicadt I 

did not see thet he hed done more than his duty"; end that "if such 

action called forth menaces, he could rest strong in the consciousness 

of good intentions, and submit, with confidence, the correspondence to 

the impartial judgment of the civilized world." (48) On that very 

evening Prince Kung sent a copy of, ths long correspondence with de 

Bellonet to each one of the foreign legations. The diplomatic world 

eee ne ert er ee rm me ee ne a ne en 8 eee 

(46) Ibid. 

(47) Ibid. 

(48)  Burlingeme to Seward, Dec. 12, 1866, Diplo. Cor. op. cit., v. 419. 
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at Peking wes amazed and astonished, while de Bellonet was enrazed and 

furious over the incident. 

While the French were nreparing their punitive expedition the 

Koreans were not idié. The total complement of troops throughout the 

country was summoned to arms and drilled. Arms were forged and even 

Japan was approsched concerning a defensive alliance. (49) 

The French fleet consisting of seven ships under the command of 

Admiral Roze appeared at Muledo (the Boisee) on October 13, 1866. 

From their previous experience they found out that the big men-of-war 

could not go up to Kangwha and made Muledo the base of their opera 

tions and dispatched a scout boat and a gunboat to Yumha, the neck of 

the Han River. On their way they lended eat K=tkochi and occupied 

a high plateau near the Chinhai gate. Learning of this fact the 

Prefect of Kangwha? Li In Ki, sent an officer Kim Chai Hyun to inguire 

whet it was all about. On October 13th, the commander of Querriere, 

Comte d'Osery dispatched a scout to the town of Kengwha and began the 

conflict. The Prefect fully knew the military superiority of the 

French and moved the vortreits of Sook Chong and Young Cho to the 

White Lotus temple outside of the western gete so thet they would not 

destroy these precious pictures. (50) On the following day Roze 

brought the éntire forces to the town and occupied it. As @ protest 

the two former dignataries who had been living a quiet life on the 

Island took poison and ended their lives. (51) Rozge issued notice 

ee a ee eee ee ee ee eee ee 

(49) Sgimoto, Recent Hist. of Korea (@n Jepenese), v. 69. 

(50) Sgimoto, op. cit., pp. 51-53. 

(51) Ibid. For the French official version of the expedition, see 
le Moniteur of Dec. 27, 1866, Jan. 7, 1867; Dallet, op. cit., 
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(69) 

to the people that they were onposing the Korean government and not 

the people and promised them protection. The French, however, took 

the arsenals and the national Library... The gold builion 2nd books 

alone made eighteen cases, From these books the French scholar 

Courant vublished the Korean bibliozraphy. (52) ‘The value of the 

gold bullion alone is estimated et about 197,000 francs. (53) 

This reverse by no means dishesrtened the Koreans. The Tai Won 

Kun chose the best generals of Korea such as Li Kyung Ha, Sin Kwen Ho, 

and Li Wun Heuvi to defend the country. One hundred and twenty French- 

men who were sent out to find the way leading to the capital ,en- 

countered the Koreans at Tongjin where they received a severe defeat. 

This naturally increased the morele of the Koreans. The Tai Won Kun 

swore that any man who should sugzest peace with the enemy should meet 

with instant death. He also sent Li Kyung Woo to the French camp 

to explein the details of the persecution and to demand their with- 

drawal. (54) In reply Roze said thet they hed come in the name of 

Nepoleon, Sovereign of the Grand French Empire, who desired the safety 

of his subjects, end that since nine of his subjects had been killed, 

it must be expleined. He also demanded that the three ministers 

who had been foremost in the versecution ond in the killing of the 

priests should be handed over to him and thet 2 vlenipotentiary be 

appointed for the negotiation of a treaty. To this no answer was 

ae ne ee ee ee ee ee mee we ee ee wen ee wee ee 

(52) Courant, Maurice, Bibliographie Coréenne; Tableau litersire 

de le Corée, Paris, 1894-96, Supplement, 1901. 

(53) Dellet, op. cit., p. 578. 

(54)  Sgimoto, op. cit., p. 53; Hurlbert, op. cit., p. 210. 
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(70) 

received, (55) 

Realizing the obstinacy of the Korean government Roze ordered the 

forts to be demolished, set fire to greneries and the wall gates and 

decided to occupy the whole Island of Kengwha. For this purpose the 

admiral sent a band of sixty Frenchmen to study the tovography of the 

fortress of Chung Jok. Anticipeting the French plan the Korean 

general Yang Hun Su outplayed Roze. Under the cover of darkmess one 

night General Yang sent five hundred tiger hunters (56) across the 

rapid Son Dol Mok channel and placed them on the top of the fortress. 

They were the cream of the Korean army, hardy mountaineers and tiger 

hunters from Kangke in the Fer North, whose ancestors in the ancient 

deys of Kokuryu ere reported to have driven back an army of Chinese 

309000 strane ) te Vitas 211 but seven hundred of then. NorecvenS ae 

fortress itself is admirebly situeteti for defence, lying =s it does 

in a cun formed by 2 semi-circle of mountains and eoproachable from 

only one direction, where it is guarded by a crenellated wall and a 

heavy stone gate. (57) 

Ageinst this fortress Roze sent only 160 men. No sooner had 

this little band come well within range of the concealed garrison thet 

it was met by © withering fire which vroduced thirty casualties and 

put half of them hors de combat. After some attempts to make a 

stend in the shelter of trees, huts, rocks and other cover, a retreat 

~ eee mn ee eee nee ae em eee re me ee ee em ee 

(55) Ibid, 

(56) Hulbert gives 5,000 but must be misprinted, see vol. 11, p. 210. 

(57) Ibid. 
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was ordered end the French moved slowly back carrying their dead and 

wounded. They were closely pursued and with difficulty made their 

way back to the main body. Further disaster was only prevented by the 

timely errival of reinforcements from the main body (Nov. 10). (58) 

This bitter experience convinced Roge that the handful of men 

at his disposal could not tame the Tai Won Kun. Besides he feared 

they might be cut off from the base of overations (the Boisée) on 

account of the avvrosch of cold weather, and decided to retreat. 

But to save his face and the prestige of the French flas he ordered 

the destruction of the town of Kanwha, which was reduced to ashes. 

The return of the expedition was © great surprise to the fleet at 

Boisée. On his return to Chine the edmirel found, to his mortfifi- 

cation, that his government did not anprove of the headlong venture 

of @e Bellonet. (59) 

The effect of this retreat uvon the Tai Won Kun and the court 

may be imagined. Peking had fallen before these "borbarians" but 

the handful of tiger hunters had driven them away in confusion. 

Anti-foreign feeling reached its highest pitch. Moreover, the news 

of defeat reeched the Chinese and foreigners in China and created 

a new enti-foreign feeling among the Chinese, while the foreigners 

feared for their lives end property. It was the unanimous verdict 

of the foreign press and veople that the return of the French in 

sufficient force to Korea in the svring was a measure of ebsolute 

safety to foreigners in the Far East. It was also argued that since 

(58) Eulbert,; op. cit., p. 210. 

(59) Cordier, op. cit., p. 268. 
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both British and American citizens were among the crew of the General 

Sherman, the fleets of Britain and the United Strtes should proceed 

to Seoul. This, however, was not. done; the English let well enough 

alone while the French soon had their hands full in attending to the 

Prussians 2t home, and the Americans went later only to follow Admiral 

Roze's example. Meanwhile the smothered embers of hostility to 

foreign influence steadily gathered vigor, =s the report svread 

like a gale through Chine that the hated Frenchmenthad been defeated 

and driven away by the Koreans. The fires et length broke out in 

the Tientcin massacre, June 21, 1870. "Tt is believed by many 

thoughtful observers in China that this frightful event gained its 

first serious impetus from the unfortunste issue of Admirel Rozets 

campaign in Korea." (60) 

(60) Griffis, op. cit., p. 386. 
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THE GENERAL SHERMAN AFFAIR 

Upon his return from the preliminary survey expedition to Korea 

Admirel Roze brought beck the news theh an Americen schooner wes wrecked 

sometime in Sentember on the coast of Korea, and burned by the netives; 

her officers and crew were captured. This schooner was none other 

than the General Sherman. 

In the latter half of July, 1866 the Americ-n schooner General 

Sherman errived at Tientsin, and was consigned to the care of 

Messrs. Meadows and Company by Preston, the owner, who had come as a 

passenger on the vessel for the sake of his health. After Mecdows 

and Company sold their cargo to China Preston agreed thet the company 

should load her with a cargo of foreign merchendise, and dispatch her 

to Korea with a supercargo to sell the goods there. Accordingly the 

company loaded her with cotton goods, glass, tin plates, etc., and 

on July 29th she left Tientsin. Hogarth, one of the clerks for 

Meadows end Company, who went =s suvercargo, left poreviously for Cheefoo 

in order to secure a Chinese vilot and a Cantonese shroff belonging 

belonging to the same firm. (1) 

The vessel left Cheefoo on the 9th of August. On board were 

Hogarth (British) 2s supercarzgo, Preston, the owner, Page, the captain, 

Wilson, the chief mete (911 Americans), Rev. Thomas, (British) as 

interpreter, and the crew of from fifteen to twenty Malays and Chinese. 

An interesting passenger on board was Rev. Thomas, who went eboard 

(1) For. Rel., 1867, pt. I, pp. 427=428. 
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the heavily armed schooner, in order to extend his knowledge of the 

Korean language. (2) In fect "some weeks before, he had offered to 

penetrate the peninsula as a mission*ry and agent of the Scottish 

National Bible Society. When the Koreans who hed accompanied Bishop 

Ridel to Cheefoo, end who had met Dr. Williamson, volunteered to be 

his guides, he had decided to go with them. But when the opvortun- 

ity of going on board the American vessel offered itself, he changed 

his plans. Against the advice of his friends, who suspected the 

character of the expedition, he joined the varty." (3) 

What happened efter they got to the Tai Dong River is not def- 

initely known. According to the netive version and the information 

obtained by the United Stetes navy officers =nd the crew of the Sher- 

men brought death upon themselves. In was in the 7th Moon of Pyeng 

In Year (1866) a black ship with many ropes hanging from its masts 

Was sighted on the pe It dropped anchor first at feupea Gate? 

the line between pert Whang Hei Provinces, and came furbher up 

to the Man Kyung Dai on the evening of the 17th dey of the Mth Moon. 

Pek Kyoo Soo, the Governor of Pyeng Yang, learned the presence 

of the strange ship and sent an officer,Kim! Lek Soo, to find out 

the nature and purpose of the ship. By using Chinese characters 

the messenger learned that the shiv ceme to exchange goods from the 

land of Mi (United States). The messenger informed them that his 

country had no relations with their country end thet if they wanted 

trade they ought to make arrangements with the King of Korea and not 

(2) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 427. 

(3) Griffis, Corea; The Hermit Netion, p. 392. 





through the governor, He then asked if they might send aboard some- 

thing to eet. They replied that they desired nothing but wheat flour 

end eggs. The messenger returned and reported to the governer. 

Meanwhile the ship, sveiling itself of the high tide, moved up to 

the neck of the Tai Dong River and proceeded to the outskirts of the 

city. 

~ 

Adjutent Li Hyun Ik now went on board with flour and eggs in 

accordance with their request, and delivered a message from the 

Governor, saying: | 

"You have come right up to the wells of our city when asked 

to remain outside, end have insisted on trade which is contrary 

to our laws; matters have come to such a pass now that we must 

hear from his Majesty the King before we can decide." (4) 

The Tei Won Kun ot Seoul regarded it as e new invasion of 

Frence and replied: "If they do not go at once have them killed." (5) 

The day preceeding this reply the river had gone down and the 

boat was already hovelessly fest in the mud. 

In obedience to his orders the governor sent out soldiers. The 

foreigners, seeing the threatening attitude of the natives, seized 

the adjutant, who came on board for a last visit, and made him a 

prisoner. Governor Pak sent Sin Tai Chung, mayor of Pyeng Yang, to 

request the foreigners Li Hyun Ik, but they refused to do so. After 

(4) Korean Repository, 1895, p. 253. 

(5) Ibid. 
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the breve military officer Pak Choon Kwun rescued his fellow officer 

Li a struggle ensued. With modern weapons the foreigners seemed to 

be victorious at the start, but they were outnumbered end finally 

by the use of fire rafts the Koreans burned the ship on the 24th day 

of the 7th moon (Sept. 3). It is said that some survivers reached 

the shore with white flags and begged querter but Koreans knew nothing 

about the meaning of the white flag and slaughtered them. (6) The 

Tai Won Kun was very much pleased with this victory end rewarded all 

officers who perticipated in the massacre of the crew. 

The cruel massacre of the crew wes not due to anti-American 

feeling among the Koreans, for on June 24th in the same yerr another 

Americansschooner, the Surprise, was wrecked off Chulsan in the 

Province of North Pyeng An and the crew were kindly treated by the 

local officers and were sent back to China by the order of the Seoul 

court. This hospitable treatment so impressed Captain M'Caslin of 

the Surprise that he spoke highly of the Koreans. (7) So it was 

not so much the anti-American feeling of the Korerns which brought 

death to the crew of the General Sherman 2s their reckless manner 

which invoked their sad fate. 

On October 23, 1866, S. Wells Williems, American Chargé et Peking, 

received a report from Cheefoo saying thet an American schooner, the 

General Shermen, wes wrecked sometime in September on the coast of 

Korea, and burned by the natives; her officers and crew, twenty-four 

(6) Korean Repository, 1895, p. 253 seq; Sgimoto-Oda, op. cit., 
pp. 57-59, 

(7) Dipl. Cor., 1866, pp. 414 seq. 
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in all were cavtured, (8) but it was not certainly known whether 

they were still slive or not. On October 23rd he reported this 

matter to the Chinese Foreign Office end requested thet orders might 

be immedistely sent to the officers in Menchuria to the effect that 

the Koreans should deliver over these twenty-four men to them as they 

had done in the case of the Surprise. He also asked the Chinese 

to treat them with kindness and protect them. He gave assurance also 

that whatever expenses were incurred on account of these men would be 

peid by the United St-tes government. (9) 

A week later (Oct. 29) Williams thought thet there was little 

doubt about the death of all on board*tthe General Sherman, and his 

belief was confirmed by the report of a French punitive exnedition- 

ary force to Korea. The message was very brief - "The Koreans 

decapitated them all." (10) 

However, @ fuller account of the General Shermen was reported 

by Burlingeme on December 15th of that yeer (1866). According to 

this dispatch the news of the disastrous schooner wes brought to 

Cheefoo by Admiral Roze, who commanded the French punitive expedition 

to Korea. As soon as the French fleet, which returned to Cheefoo 

on October 3rd and 4th, reported the decanitation of the crew of the 

General Sherman, EB. Sanford, United States consul at Cheefoo, requested 

Admirel Roze to furnish him with further information, In reply the 

(8) Dipl. Cor., 1867, pt. 1, p. 426. 

(9) Ibid., pp. 415-416, 

(10) Ibid., p.416. 
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admirel sent him the exact copy of a note that hed been sent by 

Rev. P. Ridel, apostolic missionsry who hed just escaped from death 

in Koree. end had accompanied the French fleet as en interpreter. 

Ridel stated that while he was in Korean waters one night two Koreans 

approached the Deroulede. He recognized one of them who had accom- 

panied him in the spring on the voyage from Korea to Cheefoo and 

induced the Koreans to come on board. They told Ridel thet 5 foreign 

ship appesred in Pyeng Yang end that both vessel and #11 on board were 

remorselessly burned by the order of the kingts father. (11) 

Since Korea was regerded es tributery to Chine, Burlingame brought 

the affair to the attention of Prince Kung, who at once disavowed all 

responsibility, as he had done in the case of the French massacre in 

Koree, and stated thet the only connection between the two countries 

wes but a matter of ceremony. (12) Burlingame thereupon wrote to 

z, H. Bell, acting Resr-admiral commanding the United St°tes Asistic 

Squadron, saying that the occurrences relating to the General Sherman 

were beyond his jurisdiction. He suggested to acting Rear-Admireal 

Bell thet if it were consistent with his instructions, it might be 

well to send @ vessel of war to inquire into the fects of the case to 

the end that they might be reported to the United States government. (13) 

Burlingeme left the matter in Bell's hands where it properly belonged, 

Bell at once decided to send one of his ships to investigste the case, 

end wrote to the Secretery of the Nevy recommending that the scuadron 

(11) Dipl. Cor., 1867, pt. 5, p. 428. 

(12) Ibid. 

(13) Dipl. Cor., op. cit., p. 428. 
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be reeinforced with some 1500 or 2000 troops, with a view to obtain- 

ing possession of Seoul and of demanding satisfection from the king 

and regent. The American government did not see its way clear to 

follow this advice, however. (14) 

In January, 1867, Bell nevertheless ordered U.S.S. "Wachusetts"? 

Commander Robert W. Shufeldt, to proceed to Korea. They left Cheefoo 

Jenuery 21, 1868, with the Chinese pilot of the General Shermen end 

the Rev. Mr. Corbett, an American missionary, to act as interpreter. (15) 

Two deys leter they anchored at the mouth of 2 large inlet which they 

erroneously thought to be the Tai Dong River, wherees they were about 

half a degree too far south in Whengheai Province. 

They coymunicated with the n-tives of the villages near their 

anchorage and’ lesrned that the Sherman's crew was murdered by the 

people, and not by official instigation. They also induced one of 

the chiefs to take into the interior 2 letter eddressed to the King of 

Yorea, Several days after the departure of the messenger with this 

letter, an officer of Hei Choo Poo ceme on bosrd. He said he knew 

nothing about the Gemeral Sherman and ordered Shufeldt to go away 4s 

soon aS possible. Commander Shufeldt, bound by his orders, could 

do nothing more, and being compelled also by stress of weather, came 

back to China without heving received an answer to his letter to the 

king. (16) 

(14) Peullin, Opening of Korea, Pol. Sci. Quart., Vol. XXV? No. 3, 
p. 471. 

(15) Griffisjop. cit., p.: 393. 

(16) Griffis, op. cit., p. 393 seq. 
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(80) 

Until February, 1867, Seward et Weshington did not receive 

Burlingeme's disnatch of December 14, 1866 end wes not fully informed 

of the cease of the Shermen, Ee wrote to Burlingeme on Februsry 23, 

1867 and asked him "to make diligent inouiry resvecting the fate of 

those unfortunate seamen, end acquaint me with the result." (17) 

Despite the Williams note of October 28, 1866, resvecting an 

American schooner, the General Sherman}? the Foreign Office at Peking 

kept silence for over a year and oe half. On Merch 3, 1868,Williams 

sent another note to Prince Kung and asked for the good offices of 

the Chinese government in ascertaining. what were the real circumstances — 

connected with the loss of that vessel. (18) 

The reason why an earlier avplication was not made to Prince 

Kung, efter receiving Seward's dispatch of February, 1867, wes that 

Williams deemed it best to wait the arrival of the annual Korean 

embassy to Peking so that he might have direct intercourse with the 

Korean officers and find out 2bout the Shermen affsir. Contrary to 

his expectation Williams was unable to communic*te directly with the 

Korean embassytbecause the Chinese officers in Peking were particular- 

ly careful to keep these representatives of tributary n-tions confined 

to their own quarters, and they themselves were "shy of 211 inter- 

course". (19) He was, however, able to see one of the confidential 

members of the Korean mission, and ascertsined from him privately some 

(17) Dinvl. Cor., 1866-67, p. 459. 

(18) Ibid., 1668, pt. I, p. 545. 

(19) Dipl. Cor., 1868, pt. I, p. 544. 
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(81) ut 

particulars relating to the attack on the schooner. He told Williams 

that he was not from Ping Yang, but he heerd that all her company 

were dead, and had moreover believed that the wreck still remained 

in the Ping Yeng River. He understood also that the vessel was 

French, though he knew nothing of the fleg. which she bore, nor even 

of the significance or diétinction of foreign flegs. (20) 

However, in Merch, 1868, the revort of a Chinese vilot, named 

Yu Wan Tai, who had been to Pyeng Yong River, led Williams to ask 

Prince Kung for the aid of Chinese government officers in releasing 

two Western and two Chinese members of the crews of the General 

Sherman who were detained in Korea. (21) 

At the same time, in order to test the eccurecy of this report, 

Commander Goldsborough ordered the USS. "Shenandosh", Commander John 

C. Febiger, to oroceed up the Tai Dong River to investigate further 

the loss of the unfortunate schooner. Commander Febiger reached 

the Tai Dong River and surveyed the inlet (Spring of 1868). Among 

the communications that he received was one from the Bx Officio 

Inspector of the Imperial Bosrd of Directors of Korea, addressed 

to Commander Shufeldt and replying to that officer's letter to the 

King. (22) This geve a version of the loss of the Sherman which 

wes very much similer to the one described above. 

ee ne ee a ee er ee ee 

(20) Ibid. 

(21) Ibid., p. 545. 

(22) Paullin, op. cit., p. 472. 
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(22) 

In accordance with both American and British requests the 

Chinese Foreign Office presented ® memorial to the throne, request 

ing that orders might be transmitted to the Baard of Rites, directing 

its president to address the King of Korea and ask him to inquire 

whether two foreigners were really detained in his country. On 

July 11, 1868, the Foreign Office was presented with a disvatch from 

the King of Korea via the Board of Rites which st-ted: 

"A two-masted foreign vessel went eshore in the Ping3Yang 

River, but this government hed no h2nd whatever in the disaster 

which happened to her and her crew; nor has any envoy from the 

United States been here to inouire resvecting them.. If you 

have any means of communicating this to him, you can no doubt 

fully inform him of this fact. It is a fixed rule of this 

country, moreover, that when unfortunete men are cast ashore they 

must be rescued and trested kindly, so that if there were at 

this time any such pitiable ceses here of persons who had drifted 

down vpon us, how could we detain them 2geinst their will? This 

rumor of two foreigners and two Chinese being kept here hes no 

foundation; and it is a point, too, which cen easily be ascer- 

tained. I shall be obliged if the officers of the board of 

rites will make these explanations on my behalf to those who may 

wish them." (23) 

Before the revly from the Korean authorities was received in 

Peking, the United States corvette Shenandosh had returned from her 

a er ee em wn es oe a ew ere e+ ew 

(23). Dipl. Gor. ,.1868. pt. 1, ps 547. 
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(83) 

visit to thet country. Weptein Febinger's report left no reasonable 

doubt thet the whole company on board the General Sherman hed been 

killed. 

Williems, after e throcugh investigation, reached the conclusion 

that "the evidence goes to uphold the presumption that they invoked 

their sad fate by some rash or violent acts towards the natives." (24) 

The imvortance of this affair rests in the fact that it furnished 

an excuse for the United States to send her ships to secure information 

about the ill-feted crew and thus paved the way for future treaty 

negotiations and thet Secretary Seward proposed a joint expedition to 

France, 

me ee ee 

(24) Ibid., p. 545. 
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(84) 

SEWARD§S PROPOSED JOINT EXPEDITION 

For some reason Burlingame did not send the interesting corre- 

spondence between Prince Kung and de Bellonet until December 12, 

1866, and it reached Washington on February 26, 1867. Even prior 

to the Burlingame dispatch of December 12, 1866,there were of course 

some frogmentary reports on the French massacre in Korea ane the vrep= 

eration of a French expecition to Pee For example, S. Wells 

Williams informed Seward on Aueust 8, 1866, thet the French Roman 

Cotholic bishops and priests had been murdered in Korea; thst the 

French Admirel Roge at Cheefoo had gent a gunboat or two to survey 

the coasts and channels leading to the canitel, and had himself gone 

to Shenghai to prepare an expinatien and would return in October. The 

receipt of this despatch was acknowledged by Seward on November 16, 

1866 and on October 24, 1866, Williams again informed the St-te De- 

pertment that the French had already effected 2 landing in Korea; and, 

on Oct. 29th he also sutmitted rumors indicsting that the French were 

pressing on towards the capitel of Korea, and that it had been 

attacked and cavtured, and the King had fled. This despatch was 

received by the State Denartment on Janvery 22, 1867. (1) 

Seward hed been given a victure of a French army and navy, sweep 

ing Koree from one end to another, occupying the cavital of Korea, and 

finding the throne vacant. This rumor prevailed over a month — from 

January 22nd to February 26, 1867 = when Seward received the more 

mn ee ee eee 

(4) & Binks Com’, .dp. Cit. pm. 416. 
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startling intelligence from Burlingame in regerd to Korea. Seward 

naturally took the Prince Kung - de Bellonet notes at their par value 

for he was not aware of the fact that de Bellonet initisted their 

audecious volicy without instruction from his home government. 

Later a severe reproof was addressed to Bellonet by the minister of 

Foreign Affairs, (2) November 10, 1866, but, of course, this aid not 

reach Peking until early in the following year, and Seward received it 

much later. Neither did he know that the French forces were checked 

by the Koreans and had retreated from Korea after the destruction of 

the city of Kangwha. No wonder then that Seward junved to the con- 

clusion thet the time for partitioning of Korea had come ot last. 

French interest in Korea was known to the St-te Dep=rtment. 

Fven as far back as December 12, 1856, when China ws reluctant to 

revise her treaties with the foreign powers,Dr. Peter Perker, a former 

missionary, then American Commissioner to China, had recommended thet 

the three vowers join in coercive measures against China and proposed 

thet the French flag be hoisted in Korea, the English at Chusen, and 

the United Stetes flag in Formosa until satisfaction for the past and 

2 right understanding for the future was grented. (3) A similar 

vroposition was presented to President Pierce by the French minister 

a few weeks later. (4) 

In Merch days after the receipt of the Burlingame despatch of 

December 12, 1866, Seward had e conference with M. Berthemy, French 

ne ee ne 0 ee | er et eee ee es ee ee 

(2) Cordier, op. cit., p. 268. 

(3) Sen. Ex. Doc. 22, 35 Cong., 2nd Sess., 11, 1083. 

(4) March to Parker, China Inst. vol. 1, Feb. 27, 1857. Cited from 
Dennett, Sewerd's Fear Hastern Policy, Amer. Hist. Review, vol. 28, 

Pp. 5a, 

the f oe 



y 
Pa ue ee Wr had 

ais iii i Jomet! ee it 

ie ripniy oad Adatis — 4 te wine f 
ee eR Ce ne ae 

to ae Seal toto ot ot Bie dezh tn oom, Ledaze™ arte é; 
a Nena 

toss nus pet eeareo: to, ne (R08, 6 cessor (): fe a 

25 herkng a aed ‘bas 8 satipttok ond a tiers Ettue ohhint finn ; 

| ertgeee | ncaa neorrot doaout Sut, tat wort ont Bet. eutdome s srotag oes 

+ to aettanttaan ‘ont soit sate att Bas opti Ree Siar, fasexiae aft uf = 

tude act od heorsit Deane daddy, matt molaon, om ssilisao8 ‘te win ait 

teed +) amoo bert sro fo metbica.bat seo 70%, os any pelt pte rn 

tain trot at a¥8 ait ct mene aew sotod af aig Biker 

ot Sr otto By ago set er 8r St todeo oot sastord: a a8 rt 
aw 

Amr0t» 3 sraaths wad hy se i etarcr, pete ved di aoew aa poet oy 

re , feat priori Ot and
 “ade of meaot i eo

 “b e 

fort tae tH ve 6 Era “1 ant ono at fndbued od ott kouet extd Pedy, 

Sate tenn ‘acts to: notisete tte itbeeir Reet al art ‘gods: bos tat os 

aE Ske A (s) Sedans ow Stat ott se? smitbap te bar igs g 
ae Ml ae 

Wy 

tote bet ti are ‘bit we sored beh of Seanpe ee aan obi cdom 

| 3 | . mn) ey “aad0 gio ba a 

= 

. Ae "We V4 rr 

to feito nara inst 6 tqusoet + won tom at , a 

x ‘kee ovine toate | 

| bokod crs Aotr. at0 fom boge aomiersn, svioaics mt meet, etter soity ped 



rie es ve LS he 

A Cy 

4 (86) 

minister in Washington, "ostensibly unoh another subject". (5) In 

the course of the conversation, Seward proposed rather abruptly that 

the French government should act together with the United St-tes in 

order to get more comolete satisfaction from Korea for the murders 

of the French missionaries and Americans on bord of the General 

Sherman, force Korea to accept a treaty similar to the ones China 

and Japan already made with foreign powers. Seward admitted that 

he conceived "ce projet bien moins en raison de ltimportence des 

intéréts engagés en Corée que vour affirmer publicquement la bonne her- 

monie qui existe entre les Etats-Unis et la France". (6) He further 

observed thet "on saura ainsi que tout sujet de mesintelligence a 

disparu; mais pour que 1a preuve sout complete il convient que les 

deux pays ne recherchent dans cette circonstance aucune assistance 

entrengere et que, stil y 5 lier de recourir A la force des armes? 

aucun autre drapeau ne flotte & cote des leurs. Nous avons seuls des 

griefs, cela suffit vour exnvliquer que nous agissions seuls. Je vous 

prie de demander par voie télégraphioue l'autorisation de vous entendre 

B ce sujet avec moi, car il nty pas de temps SX verdre si lton veut 

profiter de la saison fevorable eux operations." (7) 

At the end of the conversation Seward told Bethemy thet in the 

case of Johnson's defeat in the presidential election and retirement 

from the presidency he then hed no other object in view in vrovosing 

(5) Ibid., p. 54. 

(6) Ibid., op. 54-56. 

(7) Berthemy to Monsieur le Merquis, March 3, 1867, Dennett, ibid. 

i 
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this matter than to efface the memory of his personel attitude towerd 

Frence during the French expedition to Mexico. (8) 

Berthemy, not knowing Seward's motives end the existence of the 

Bellonet correspondence, was a bit mystified, end yet was urging his 

home government to consider the ddvantages which would be derived from 

the Seward project. He observed that if this plen should be executed 

first, in the United States the vublic opinion would be paar Le 

favor of France and especially of the French government; that in 

China France could consolidate her influence which had been more or 

less sheken 2s the result of Admiral Roze'ts unsuccessful expedition to 

Korea; and thet finally in Kore2 they would open the country for 

commerce, make a tre-ty with her, and save her from Russia's covetous 

policy. (9) 

Bi before Seward's proposal had reached Pris the French gov- 

ernment, embarrassed alike by the necessity of withdrawing the French 

forces from Mexico and by the renorts of Admirel Rozets frilure, had 

saved its fece by announcing to the Corvs Legislatif that the first 

reports from Korea were mislesding and that actually 2 victory had 

been »chieved. There was then no reason left for a joint expedition 

with the United Stetes in Kore. (10) 

Marquis de Moustier, French minister of Foreign Affeirs, ac- 

knowledged on Merch 29, 1867, the receipt of Bethemyts despatch of 

(8) Ibid. 

(9) Ibid. 

(10) Merauis de Moustier to Berthemy, Merch 29, 1867, Dennett, ibid. 
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March 3rd in which Seward's vroposal wes conteined. The Merouis, 

however, declined his project in a abe polite way. The reason 

for it was that the Roze expedition to Korea had taught a good lesson 

to the natives and thet the punishment was sufficient. Since that 

time the French policy in Asia hed been to cooperate with the United 

States. He fully realized that had France resvonded to Seward's 

overture it would have manifested the most intimate relations between 

“Weg two countries. But in Frence public opinion was not favoreble 

for that kind of project (11) of which the remote issue and the un- 

certain character made it impossible to strte precisely the extent 

and duretion of the enterprise. In concluding the note, the Merquis 

hoped the United States would be successful in the expedition, and that 

if the United Stotes army, while punishing the barb-rous act of the 

Koreans, should force Korea to take a step toward a new oivilignttou. 

the French would be the first people to rejoice and avplaud it. (12) 

(13) wedd. 

(12) Marquis de Moustier to Berthemy, Merch 29, 1867, Amer. Hist. 
Rev., Oct., 1922, pp. 57-59. 
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A BODY SNATCHING EXPEDITION 

Sometime before April 24, 1868, Frederick H. B. Jenkins, a 

citizen of the United States, formerly interpreter to the United 

Consulate in Shanghai, (1) China, told Consul General George F. 

Seward that there were then in Shanghai four Koreans and & bishop 

for Korea, of the Roman Church. These persons had been sent there 

by the Korean government with a view to making inquiries about the 

state of feeling existing toward Korea in regard to the murders of 

French missionaries and the crew of the Sherman, of determining 

whether it would be wise for the Korean government to send an embassy 

to Europe and America to explain those occurences and of making 

desired treaties of amity and commerce. Jenkins was about to make 

a visit to Korea with those Koreans, and believed that the gesult 

of the réport of the commissioners and his visit would be the 

sending of an embassy. (2) 

Jenkins furthermore told Seward that this information was known 

only to the Korean ambassador and himself, to a Jewish merchant 

who visited Korea several times, and by whom the commissioners were 

brought to him and to one other person who had necessarily been 

spoken to in order to arrange for the charter of a steamer to proceed 

to Korea, He gave as the reason why they approached him the belief 

of the Korean government that the proposed embassy would be more 

favorably received in America than elsewhere, and should be sent 

(1) Dipl. Cor., 1868, pt. I, pp. 547-549. 

(2) Ibid. 
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there first; and that he was familiar with the Chinese language, 

which was "the written language of Korea", He was unable to explain 

how it happened that the Korean government was employing a Catholic 

bishop, one of the Christians Korea had so severely treated. He 

also expected to bring back those of the crew of the Sherman who 

were still alive. (3) 

The "commissioners" whom Jenkins referred to were none other 

then the Korean fishermen who had brought their bishop Ridel to 

China, By Jenkins' imagination they were transformed into "com- 

missioners" or "ambassadors". (4) His visit to Korea was not to 

open the country nor to rescue the survivors of the Sherman, but to 

open royal tombs and seize the bones for ransom. (5) 

This project was first suggested by a French missionary under 

the disguised name of Parout, whereas his real name was Feron. 

Having stayed ® long time in Korea as a Catholic missionary, he knew, 

of course, even minute details of Korean affsirs. He told Oppert 

that "if the project I am going to lay before you (namely to steal 

the bones of sovereigns) will at first sight appear to you strange 

indeed and out of the common, remember that a gre=t aim can never be 

gained by small means, and that we must look at this affair from 

another point of view than that which may be taken by narrow minded 

people." (6) He further told Oppert the importance of the enter~ 

prise. "The Regent, a person of very superstitious disposition"? 

(3) The U. S. v. F. H. B. Jenkins, Dipl. Cor.,op. cit., pp.548-557. 

(4) Ibid. 

(5) Ibid., p. 548. 

(6) Ibid., Oppert, A Forbidden Land, pp. 299-300. 
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said he, "laid great store upon the possession of some old relics, 

which had been in his family for long yeers, and which were kept and 

guarded in a secluded place belonging to him....The temporary posses-— 

sion of these objects would be tantamount to investing their holders 

with an almost absolute power, and equivalent to having possession 

of the capital itself; that the Regent would only be too glad to 

accede to anything to have them restored to him, and that he would 

be compelled to listen to the terms to be proposed to him." (7) 

Oppert seemed to have taken Feron's sermon earnestly because 

he accepted the project and later he took much pains to prove us 

of this priest's purity of character. He insisted that Feron's 

character was "unquestionable and undoubted", also that he was not 

a Jesuit, and had never belonged to that order; and finally that 

"he was altogether free from religious bigotry". (8) 

Peron's thorough information about Korea and Oppert's former 

experience in navigation to Korea and his cheracteristic shrewdness 

alone could not launch such a considerable expedition. They needed 

financial means and found their man in Jenkins who was adventerous 

and possessed financial means. His assistance was so great that 

Oppert himself acknowledged the fact, saying that "Mr. I...had 

rendered me most valuable assistance." (9) 

As for the preparation, Oppert, the commander-in-chief of the 

(7) Oppert, op. cit., 300. 

(8) Ibid., pp. 295-296. 

(9) Ibid. 
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expeditionary force, who had been at Naipo and the Han River in the 

Rona and Emperor in 1866 with the assistance of the British firm of 

Jardine, Matheson and Company chartered a steamer tender, the Greta, 

of 60 tons,and the China, and hoistéd the North German flag over 

them. (10) 

The real difficulty in carrying out this program was entirely 

physical. The place where the relics were kept was four hour's 

walk from the landing place; and the landing place could only be 

reached, once a month for thirty hours during spring tides, when 

the water rises three feet at the utmost; at all other times it 

was almost dry, and no steamer could ascend the branch of Prince 

Jerome Gulf where the party was to land. Feron had, however, some 

Korean acquaintances in tht district who would serve as guides for 

the expeditionary party. (11) 

The party, consisting of about eight Europeans, twenty Melays}. 

and one hundred Chinese sailors, left Shanghai on April 30th. 

They went first to Nagasaki where they remained two days, and took 

in coal and about ten cases of muskets. (12) On Friday, May 8th, 

at 10 P. M. they arrived in Imperial Guif and proceeded to the Prince 

Jerome Gulf. The next day about 10 A. M. they moved up further by 

the steam tender. About 6 o'clock (same day) the French priest 

secured two Korean sampans, partly by persuasion, partly by force, 

(10) Dipl.Cor., ibid; Oppert, op. cit., p. 303. 

(11) Oppert, ibid., p. 305. 

(12) Dipl. Cor., ibid. 
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After having moved up the Sak Kio river about forty miles they 

unpacked the muskets on the deck and distributed them to the coolies 

who had been ignorant of the destination and the purposes of the 

China, They hardly knew how to use the muskets because no one had 

instructed them. 

With the Zuidance of Father Feron and "Commander " Oppert the 

sixty armed coolies left the ship at Koo Man Po about 2 or 3 A. M. 

of a thick foggy Sunday morning and marched into the interior. (13) 

For a long time there were no signs of any inhabitants, but once 

they were met by a number of soldiers. The soldiers, however, de- 

serted their chief, Feron assured the officer that the party had 

no wish to harm him or his people. There was no further impediment 

on the road except that ome of the coolies fainted from the heat and 

was carried in a mountain chair until he had recovered. 

The Korean guides had underrated the time needed to reach the 

destination, The party had calculated to reach it by one d'clock, 

but it was nearly 5,30 when they reached their much coveted desitna- 

tion - Ka Domin the county of Duksan. (14) Much to the dissappoint- 

ment of the party, the relics were not contained in a stone house 

but were in a walled place, strongly protected by an earthwork all 

around, As they did not foresee the difficulty of getting access 

to the tomb, they had to select such implements as they needed in 

the village. 

(13) Dipl. Cor., ibid; Oppert, ibid., p. 306. 

(14) Oppert, ibid., p. 307; Sgimoto-Oda, op. cit., p. 62. 
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Under the wondering eyes of the Koreans who covered the surround= 

ing hills the four coolies with spades began to remove the earth- 

work, As soon as the first obstacle had been overcome they found 

a rocky sl2b which seemed to be the lid of the tomb proper, or the 

sarcophagus. (15) This they could not tackle by the means which 

were at their disposal. Even in doing this much of the job they 

had already exceeded the alloted time by nearly twelve hours, and 

a closer investigation proved that five or six more hours at least 

would be required to take it out of the way. There was barely time 

to reach the China before the water fell to its lowest point. They 

decided to abandon all further attempts. Oppert, however, puts the 

blame of the failure upon one unlucky wight who was the "only 

disreputable character we had with us}" (16) 

The returning march took them less time than the upward march. 

On arriving at the tender without any hindrance on the road, they 

saw the vessel surrounded by an enormous crowd, but there was no 

direct conflict between the intruders and the natives. When they 

reached the China the water had fallen so low that there just enough 

water left to float her out of the bay. 

After leaving trince Jerome Gulf, the China proceeded up the 

Han River to Tricault Island, (Young Chong Do) about twenty minutes! 

steam below Kangwha, There they received a note from the regent, 

saying thet "Korea had no need of foreign intruders". He also 

(15) This was the tomb of Nam Yun Kun, the father of the Tai Won Bun. 

(16) Oppert, op. cit., p. 308. 
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wished this decision to be "proclaimed to the rest of the universe, 

of which he declared himself to be no more afraid now than he had 

ever been before"> (17) While the steamer was near the wall of a 

town in Tricault Island; "the only disreputable character", namely 

a German sailor, who, hungering after fresh veal, had stolen a calf, 

an act which invited the fire of the native soldiers on the town 

wall. The thief got a ball in his arm which unfortunately forced 

him to drop the dearly earned calf and run, while a few Malays were 

shot to death. In reporting this incident to the Seoul court the 

Prefect of Young Chong Island, Sin Hio Chul, said: 

"A multitude of the enemies received wounds and an un- 

kmown number of them drowned. There are only two heads of 

the enemies exhibited at the eastern gate to warn the thieves." 

The hesds of the thieves were sent to the capital to celebrate the 

victory over the intruders. (18) 

They remained in Korea ten days, and returned to Shanghai after 

two weeks! absence. 

The news of the body snatching expedition reached Shanghai and 

became a topic of general conversation both in Chinese and foreign 

circles. Jenkins himself had nerve enough to tell George R. Seward 

the real object of the expedition - to exhume the bones of a former 

king, and to hold them for the payment of ransom. He also declared 

that he was innocent of any knowledge of the purpose until after 

sailing from Negasaki, when it was too late to leave the vessel. 

(17) Ibid., pp.313-314, 

(18)  Sgimoto-Oda, op. cit., p. 63, 
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G. F.Seward was not satisfied with Jenkins!’ stetement and 

put him on trial in the Shanghai Court of the United Stetes (19) 

Consular General, for setting on foot an expedition to Korea with 

which power the United States had no political relations, having 

its object to exhume the remains of a dead sovereign and to hold the 

bones for profit. 

The verdict was a simple acquittal which was no more than the 

Scotch verdict "not proven", George F. Seward wrote to Williams 

on July 13, 1868, saying "while the evidence would not at all justify 

@ conviction, it left an unfavoreble impression on my mind, and with 

the associates. The presence of the accused (Jenkins) with the 

expedition, his furnishing a large amount of money,although osten- 

sibly this was a loan, and a large quantity of arms; his failure to 

indicate that he remonstrated when told of the real purpose of the 

expedition, and his reliance on the weakness of the prosecution 

rather than on the strength of his own case, 211 conspired to prevent 

us from giving him a verdict of honorable acquittal." (20) 

In the trial the stelking horse Oppert "came in and geve just 

sufficient evidence to screen "the defendent Jenkins and then shut 

his mouth." But the same Jewish peddler published a bood "Ein 

Verschlossenes Land" in March, 1880, which was translated into 

English. In the book he tells us the main object of this expedition. 

It was "to remove some buried relics held in great veneration by that 

(19) Dipl. Cor., ibid. 

(20) Dipl. Cor., ibid., pp. 548-549. 
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"blood thirsty tyrant", (21) the Tai Won Kun. 

The evidence given was not sufficient to enable the Consul 

General for Prussia to institute proceedings against the master 

and crew of the steamer. (22) The French priest had wisely dist 

appeared from Shanghai. (23) So the persons who set on foot this 

disgraceful expedition were freed without any further judicial in- 

quiry. It is said, however, that Oppert's account of a piratical 

fiasco (his book) cost him a term of imprisonment at home leter. 

The effects of this expedition upon Korea was st-ted by both 

Williams and G. F. Seward. The Matterore (writing to Williams) 

rightly said that the offense must be ranked in the opinions of the 

Chinese and of Koreans, who have common ideas of the sacredness of 

burial places, one which might have resulted in severe loss of life, 

and which cannot but grievously interfere with efforts to open re- 

lations with Korea. (24) Williams, while he was writing to Wash- 

ington, observed that, "its effects upon the Korean people and rulers 

may lead them to shut themselves up within their borders more close- 

ly than ever....In one way and another, they have latterly been so 

much disturbed in their seclusion and repulsive policy that they may 

begin to doubt whether it is as safe a mode as they have heretofore 

(21) Oppert, op. cit.,Ch. 9. 

(22) Dipl. Cor., ibid. 

(23) Ibid. 

(24). Divl. Cor., ibid. 
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found it." (25) They were right. The Tai Won Kun's hatred of 

foreigners was increased and to him foreigners were barbarians. 

George Foulk wes told later by the members of the Korean embassy to 

the United States that the Tai Won Kun's fanatical hatred of the 

foreign religion was mainly due to the raid upon the grave of one 

of his ancestors by the German Jew Oppert. (26) 

(25) Ibid. 

(26)  Foulk Papers, For. Rel., 1885, p. 336, 
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THE LOW-ROGERS EXPEDITION TO KOREA, 1871 

The LowsRogers expedition of 1871 for the purpose of opening 

the Hermit Kingdom was the first mission officially sent by the 

United States to Korea, although preparations had been made for the 

sending of such a mission as early as 1868. On April 24, 1868, 

having listened to the fantastic tales of Jenkins, George F. Seward, 

the United States consul-general at Shanghai, wrote to his uncle at 

Washington, requesting 

“in case the proposed embessy (of Jenkins) be not concluded 

upon, and it shall still seem desirable, on the receipt of 

your instructions, thet authority be given me to request 

Admiral Rowan the use of two vessels of war, to employ one 

or more interpreters, and to proceed to Corea in order to ask 

an official explanation of the Sherman affair, and to negotiate, 

if possible, a treaty of amity and of commerce similar to those 

now existing with China and Japan, or such other lesser treaty 

as may be expedient and attainable without exercise of show of 

force." (1) 

A month later George F. Seward's enthusiasm cooled down, for the 

U. S. S. Shenandoah returned to Chine without adequate information 

concerning the reports that some of the crew of the General Shermen 

were still alive, but with news that the Korean government was to send 

an embessy to Western States. Jenkins, the source of the latter 

report, returned from his unprofitable "body snatching expedition" 

(1) For. Rel., 1870, p. 337. 
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and confirmed the statement brought by the Shenandoah. On May 

25, 1868, George F. Seward again wrote to his uncle and said: 

"Whatever causes may be et work in Korea, I am led to 

believe that no negotiations, not supported by a considerable 

force, would be likely to be successful." (2) 

Even after the trial of Jenkins, Consul-General Seward recom- 

mended sending a mission to Korea for the purpose of procuring in- 

formation concerning the loss or destruction of the General Sherman 

and in case the reports of the wrongful treatment of the crew prove 

correct, indemnity or satisfaction therefor. On the other hand, 

"We should assure them of our appreciation of their kindness to the 

wrecked crew of the Surprise in 1866, and disposed as we are not only 

to assert our dignity, but as well our intent to deal justly, we 

can not be indifferent to the propriety of offering to Korea an 

explanation of our views and conduct in regard to the recent expedi- 

tion of an armed force for the purpose of exhuming and holding for 

ransom the remains of one or more sovereigns of that country." (3) 

The second object was to obtain a treaty. He contemplated that 

since Korea was situated midway in the long stretch of the eastern 

Asiatic coast, with foreign vessels already skirting her shores in 

very considerable numbers, she could not hope to exclude foreigners 

much longer, nor it be possible that, with a mild climate and a 

large and industrious population, commerce would not under favorable 

(2) Yor. Rel., op. cit., pe 337. 

(3) For. Rel., 1870, Ppp. 336-339. 
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auspices, flourish in her cities. 

The consul-general was rather optimistic about achieving these 

aims. He thought, however, that a considerable show of force would 

probably be needed to secure a general treaty. (4) 

As to the question of who should be in charge of such a mission 

he said: 

"There are numerous precedents for deputing such authority 

to a naval commander-in-chief, and the instances are not few 

in which that course has proved most satisfactory. Yet I 

think the admiral would prefer to be associated with me. And 

looking to the facts that such work naturally belongs to my 

own branch of the public service"? (5) 

he recommended that the admiral should be associated with him. 

Seward did not shere in the opinion of his nephew and forwerded the 

following instructions? 

"The design of this government is to render your visit a 

generous and friendly one, reserving the question of force, 

if found necessary, for ultimate consideration. You will not 

be expected therefore either to direct the exercise or make 

any display of force by way of intimidation, but on the other 

hand you will be expected to practise discrétion, prudence and 

patience, while firmly asserting the dignity and maintaining 

the demands of the United States. You will, however, give 

notice to the Korean government if you find it expedient, that 

(4) For. Rel., 1870, pp. 336-339. 

(5) Ibid. 
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this government cannot suffer the outrage committed in the case 

of the General Sherman to remain indefinitely without receiving 

proper guaranty of adequate and ample redress." (6) 

On April 20, 1868, Secretary Fish authorized Low, United 

States Minister to Peking, to negotiate with the euthorities of 

Korea, for the purpose of securing a treaty for the protection of 

shipwrecked mariners (7) similar to Perry's treaty with Japan. He 

enclosed copies of the treaties concluded with Japen in 1854 and 

1858 and the documents sent by George F. Seward to Weshington in 

1868 relating to a mission to Korea, 

Fish thought that since there was some political connection 

between Chine and Korea it would be advisable for Low to secure, 

in advance, the good will and, if possible, the good offices of the 

Chinese government. 

Following the suggestion of George F. Seward made a few years 

earlier this mission was placed in charge of a diplomat and a neval 

officer. Secretary Fish claimed, however, that the diplomatic 

representstive of the United St-=tes was best suited for such a ne- 

gotiation. On April 4th he wrote to George M. Robeson, Secretary 

of the Nevy, and said: 

"This department is prepered to instruct the Minister of 

the United States at Peking to open negotiations with the gov- 

ernment of Corea for conclusion of such a treaty. It is 

(6) For. Rel., 1870, p. 334. 

(7) Fish to Low, April 20, 1870, For. Rel., ibid., p. 334. 
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thought best to intrust this duty to the diplomatic represen- 

tative of the United States instead of the admiral of the 

fleet, because the political relations between China and Corea 

are such as to make it desirable to first obtain the good 

will and possibly the good offices of the Chinese govern- 

ment." (8) 

Minister Low was instructed, "You will maintain entire frank- 

ness and unreserve with Admiral Rogers, conferring freely with him 

in every stage of the negotiation." (9) In this respect the Low 

mission differed from the Perry mission to Japan. Pish thought that 

it would be also desirable for Low to secure the presence and coop- 

eration of Consul General Seward, who had had "great experience in 

Oriental character, and who also has made a study of this question." (10) 

In fulfilling these instructions, Low was to exercise prudence 

and discretion, to maintain firmly the right of the United St-tes 

to have their seamen protected, to avoid a conflict by force unless 

it cannot be avoided by friendly assistance of the Chinese govern- 

ment e (11) 

From the beginning Low was very pessimistic about the enter- 

prise. In his dispatch of July 16, 1870, he said: 

"TJ shall use all available means to make the negotiations 

fe Se ee ee eRe ee ee RT EEE 

(8) Fish to Low, April 20, 1870, For. Rel., ibid. 

(9) Ibid. 

(10) Ibid. 

(11) Ibia. 
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& success; although candor compels me to say I am not sanguine."(12) 

Nothing seemed to hve been done about preparation for the expedi- 

tion until November, and even at that time there was no definite 

plan, although Admirel Rogers, George F. Seward, and Low consulted 

together in regerd to carrying out the instructions of April 20th. 

On November 22nd Low wrote to Fish: 

"In order that the Corean may not have any grounds on 

which to base technical objection, I have, most respectfully, 

to request that a commission may be sent by the steamer leav- 

ing San Francisco not later than the first of Merch next, author- 

izing me to negotiate and sign on behalf of the United States 

such treaty or treaties with the government of Corea as may 

be deemed." (13) 

The Secretary of State instructed Low to use every exertion 

to obtain information about the unkmown country from Chinese 

authorities, and, if possible ,from the Korean officer accompanying 

the annual tribute, which usually reached Peking in December or 

January. 

In the meantime Low received an account of Von Brandt's attempt 

to open Korea. (14) From this he concluded that the Koreans would 

be disposed "to seize upon any subterfuge to oppose the entrance of 

(12) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 362. 

(13) Ibid., p. 74. 

(14) The German diplomatic representative tried to open Korea through 
the good offices of Japan. See, Griffis, op. cit., pp. 404-405. 
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foreigners into their dominions." As usual he was not sanguine of 

favorable results. 

On March 7, 1871, the Chinese government was requested to ex- 

tend its good offices and send forward Low's letter to the King of 

Korea, (15) stating the purpose of the proposed mission. In reply 

the Chinese government observed that although Korea was regarded 

as a country subordinate to China, yet she was wholly independent 

in everything that related to her government, her religion, her 

prohibitions, and her laws; in none of these things had China hither- 

to interfered. The intricate nature of Sino-Korean relations did 

not confuse Low, for as early as July, 1870 he grasped the nature 

of their relations when he said: 

"Korea is substantially an independent nation. To be 

sure, it sends tribute to China annually, but the tribute is 

sent rather as a quid pro quo for the privileze of trading 

with the Chinese than as a government=1 tribute." (16) 

Yet he interpreted the ambiguous reply of China as an attempt to 

disclaim any liability for the loss of the General Sherman or the 

persecution of the French missionaries in Korea, The Chinese gov 

ernment, despite the long established rules of the Board of Rites 

which had never contained any provision about forwarding letters to 

ite dependent states, agreed to grant the favor, which was indeed 

Yan extraordinary favor, quite in excess of usage, and which could 

(15) Low to Fish, July 16, 1870, For. Rel., 1870, p. 362. 

(16) For. Rel., 1870, pp. 363 seq. 
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not, on any account, be again granted." (17) 

Low had also asked for the loan of the services of E. B. Drew, 

an American commissioner of Chinese Customs, to act as interpreter 

for his mission. Hart, the General Inspector of Chinese Customs, 

was informed that "in view of the relation existing between Korea 

and China the Yamen could not authorize a Commissioner of Customs 

to go there, but that if Mr. Drew wanted leave of absence, he could 

have that leave of absence" and he was granted six weeks' leave in 

the usual wey. (18) 

Since Admirel Rogers was in Shanghai to arrange for the repairs 

of the Ashelot and other business pertaining to his fleet, the 

perty did not leave Shanghai until May 8, 1871. The Monecacy, the 

Palos, and the flag ship Colorado steamed into Nagasaki on the 

morning of the 12th of March and found the Penicia and Alaska 

awaiting them. Here again Minister Low complained that "Korea was 

more of a sealed book than Japan had been before Commodore Perry's 

visit." (19) 

The squadron left Nagasaki on May 16th, as had been planned, 

and arrived at Ferrieres Islands safely after a three day's voyage. 

Thence the progress of the squadron was slow, for it was necessary 

to send the smaller vessels and the steam launches ahead to explore 

(17) For. Rel., op. cit., pp. 363 seq. 

(18) Morse, op. cit., vol. III, p. 6. 

(19) Low to Fish, May 13 at Nagaseki, For. Rel., op. cit., p. 112. 
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the channels before proceeding with the larger vessels. Dense fogs 

also hindered them for several days. At last on May 23rd they 

reached an anchorage off Eugenie Island 2nd sent out the Palos and 

four steam launches to sound the channels as far as Isle Boisée 

under the command of Captain Blake and John P. Cowles, Jr. as inter- 

preter with the instructions that if they met any Korean high officer 

or officers during their exploration of the Sound of Kangw:!ia they 

should send the important dispatch of the United States Minister to 

the King of Korea through the native officer. If an official agreed 

to undertake the delivery of the letter, they should endeavor to 

procure a proper acknowledgment, in writing, of his promise, and, 

if practicable, to get him to name the time and the plsce where the 

answer would be returned. On second thought, however, Low decided 

to hold the letter instead of sending it for transmission to the 

King of Korea. If they were visited’ by natives who would inquire 

concerning the visit of the squadron, neither Captain Blake nor his 

officers should hold conversations with any except officials. If 

they were also asked why so many ships of war had come on @ pro- 

fessedly peaceful errand, they were instructed to say that "a 

minister of my rank does not travel except in a dignified manner 

befitting his mission, with force sufficient to repel attacks, and 

chastise all who may molest or insult either the minister or the 

flag of the country he represents." (20) 

The surveying expeditionary party left Eugenie Island on the 

(20) For. Rel., 1871, pp. 116-117. 
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morning of May 24th and reached Boisée Island at noon of the 26th. 

It noted that the greater part of the populstion was unermed and had 

fled to the clumps of trees on the hill tops. Some inhabitants 

watched the foreigners from hiding places about the wall, ahd the 

foreigners cleared decks for action, The next (27th) morning 

the alarm of the inhabitants increased. Men were coming into the 

walledccorner from the neighborhood, and some 200 armed citizens, 

peraded under military mandarins, armed with shappened wood lances, 

banners, etc. The mandarins were distinguished from the rest by 

peacock feathers in the hat, pink or scarlet cuffs turned back, 

tunic of gray, and mantle or cloak of dark blue. On the morning 

of their third day (28th) at Boisée, they found little or no excite- 

ment among the natives. A few curious individuals watched the 

vessels from vantage points in the village, but those who moved 

more to the front were warned back by the mandarins. (21) 

Meantime parties from the ships remaining in Roze Roads were 

engaged in surveying the vicinity of that anchorage, and landing 

parties had communication with Koreans regarding their origin and 

business. (22) 

On Monday, May 29th, the fleet got under way, but was compelled 

to anchor some miles below Isle Boisée, owing to a thick fog which 

obscured the land from view. On the afternoon of the following 

day, May 30th, the fog being dispersed, the fleet anchored between 

(21) For.Rel., op. cit., pp. 118-121. 

(22) Ibid. 
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the Boisée and Guerriere islands. (23) 

Soon after the fleg ship Colorado hed lowered anchor near Isle 

Boisée, on May 30, a native junk made its appearance with men on 

board holding up a letter and beckoning for some one on the ship to 

come and get it. Secretary Drew went off in a boat, boarded the 

junk, received the letter, and invited the Koreans on board the 

American ship, where they had a considerable conversation with 

Captain Nichols and Drew. (24) The letter, which had been sent by 

three officers on shore at In Chun Foo, was brief. It requested 

particulars of the American mission, and explained the fact thet 

since the Korean officers were not used to going to and fro in a 

stormy sea, they would remain temporarily on the sea shore of In 

Chun Foo awaiting a reply. (25) 

In replying to their inquiry Secretary Drew stated that the 

ships had come to bring a high envoy,who had important business with 

the government of Korea; that Minister Low did not doubt that 

persons of high rank would in due time be appointed to confer with 

him, to whom it would be proper to make known his business; that 

he would remain on board the ship here for several days, to wait 

for any communication the government might make; but in the mean 

time the smaller vessels of the fleet would make explorations further 

on, in order that the large ships might move nearer the capital, in 

(23) Ibid. 

(24) Ibid. 

(25) For. Rel., op. cit., pp. 120-121. 
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case the minister deemed it necessary; thet the common people need not 

be afraid of the ships harming them so long as the people on board 

are treated with civility and kindness, and the minister and admiral 

hoped that such instructions would be given to the people, so that 

no trouble might occur. (26) 

On the afternoon of May 3lst the three officers came on board, 

and as they appeared to be of minor rank and failed to exhibit any 

authority from the government, Low declined to see them, as Perry 

had done at Yedo, and instructed Drew and Cowles to meet them in 

his stead. They were again informed that the surveying vessels 

would go up further; that the minister on board had very important 

business with the government which would be mode known to a person 

of equal rank duly appointed by the King; and thet it was America's 

desire to establish friendly relations between the two countries. 

The Korean officers in their turn acknowledged having read Low's 

letter written at Peking, and stated that while the King desired 

to maintain friendly relations, he did not desire to make treaties, 

They made no objection to the sending of the surveying vessels, but, 

on the contrary, seemed to give t=cit assurance that the expedition 

would meet with civility from the natives. "To all this they made 

no reply which could indicate dissent. S@, believing thet we might 

(26) These men on the junk were of course messengers and did not 
have any thing to say concerning Americans coming to their 

shoré. They were, however, well treated, shown round the ship, and 

dined and wined until "their good nature broke out in broad grins 
and redolent visages", They were also posed for cameramen on the 

deck, One of them was loaded with an armful of Bass pale ale 
bottles, minus the corks, and a cope of "Every Saturday", on the 
front page of which was a picture of Charles Summer, "A Senator from 

Massachusetts" and the oretor of "Navoth's Vineyard". 
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continue our surveys while further diplomatic negotiations were 

pending, an expedition was sent to examine and survey the Salee 

River." (27) 

On the question of treaties Drew told them that he was not 

authorized to discuss it, and that all could with propriety be left 

for discussion when 2 high official came to meet the minister, 

While further diplomatic negotiations were pending the surveying 

expedition sterted north toward the Han River at the noon on June 

lst under the command of Captain Blake. The launches took the lead 

and indicated the channel to the gunboats, the Palos and Monocacy. 

The Benicia commanded by Master Schroeder followed a mile behind, 

delayed by momentary accident. (28) 

Moving rapidly up the river, they passed numerous boats 

to the left, near the islands, and to the right near the mainland. 

At 2 P. M. they were passing around an elbow of land to the east 

of their generelly northerly direction. As they were entering a 

whirl, full of eddies and ledges, the mats and screens belonging to 

a fort at the end of the elbow were suddenly enlived by the dis- 

charge of eighty pieces of artillery aimed eat the launches. Two 

hundred shells were discharged from light and heavy guns in the ten 

minutes, but the markmanship of the natives was so poor that the 

launches escaped with only two wounded. The launches promptly re- 

Plied with howitzers, firing about eight times. The Monocacy's 

(27) Annual Report of Secretary of Nevy, 1871, p. 276. 

(28) For. Rel., Op. cit., pp. 121-124, 
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eight inch gun supported the launches, and silenced the fort. The 

native soldiers fled, and the banner of the generelissimo, as it 

happened to be, was left flying at the topcof the hill. 

Despite the perilous situation the Bernicia joined the party, 

yet a further survey was impossible because the Monocacy began to 

leak badly. They, therefore, postponed the survey and returned to 

the fleet at Boisée Island. 

On the very next day (June 3rd) Low sent a brief telegram 

to George F. Seward, at Shanghai, to be forwarded thence by telegram 

to Washington. 

It was determined to equip the aveilable landing force of all 

the ships, and to return in the morning to attack end destroy the 

fortifications. Prepsretions for this purpose were made, but it 

wes decided to wait about ten days on account of the more favwor=ble 

tides which would prev2il when the neap tides would render naviga- 

tion in the little known and difficult passages of the Salee River 

less perilous then it was during the prevalence of the spring 

tides. (30) 

On the same day a paper which had been attached to a pole on 

Guerrire Island by the general in charge of Foo Pung Prefecture was 

brought on board of the Colorado. It stated that this party should 

go away peacefully from his prefecture just as Captain Febinger had 

done in 1868. "Our kingdom is", read the letter further, "placed 

(30)  Annuel reports of Secretary of Navy, op. cit., p. 280. 
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east of the eastern sea. Your honored country is located west of 

the westérn ocean, al] winds and sands for its extent of more than 

70,000 1i. How can there ever be vessels coming and going between 

us? From Tan-Chi down these 4,000 years there hos been no commun- 

ication between your country and ours. It may then well be said 

that it is Heaven's limitation that has placed us so remote from 

each other, and earth that has hung us so far avart as to cut us off 

from each other." (31) As to the unhappy incident of June 2nd, he 

thought it was a matter of mutual responsibility as in the case of 

the Sherman at Ping Yang in 1866. He maintained that "The destruct- 

ion in the Ping Yang river was brought on by themselves; as for the 

wreck in the Keng Wha Prefecture", he inquired "who is to be 

alarmed?" (32) 

He further observed that there had been not a particle of ill- 

feeling existing between us. "Why should arms now drag us into 

mutual resenthent? -<-- Will you wish to take possession of our land 

and people, or will you wish to consult upon and carry out friendly 

relations? If you are going to want us to give away land and 

people, then let me ask how can 3,000 Li of river, hill, city, and 

country be lightly thrown away? If you will desire us to acree to 

negotiate and carry out friendly relations, then let me ask how can 

4,000 year's ceremonies, music, literature, and all things, be, with- 

out sufficient reason, broken up and cast away?" (33) He finally 

(31) For. Rel., op. cit., pp. 129-142, 

(32) Ibid. 

(33) Ibid. 
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A reply to the letter of the Prefect of Foo Ping was sent, 

June 5, signed by Edward B., Drew for Low wished not to lower 

himself to communicate with the local officer. The letter, of 

course, explained the peaceful mission of the party and that America 

had no desire either to possess the land of Korea or to destroy the 

ceremonies, music, or literature of Korea. Much emphasis was 

laid upon the "unprovoked and wenton attack" of June 2. "It now 

lies", went on the letter, "with your government to say whether it 

will disavow this outrage, and send a high officer to meet and 

consult with the minister, and endeavor to settle the business in 

an amicable manner, or whether, by failing to do so, leave the 

minister and admiral to pursue such a course as they may deem proper 

to obtain redress for the wrongs done to us. It is a question which 

His Majesty should seriously consider before taking up a4 warlike 

attitude. Five or six days longer will be allowed the government 

to consult and detérmine what it will do." (34) 

Since the Prefect had no jurisdiction over matters touching 

the centr2l government, he transmitted further correspondence to 

the Guardian of the Prefecture of Kang Wha, exofficio general and 

governor, who took up the matter of "wenton attack" of June 2. He 

first inquired why they crossed from afar the vast ocean to pene- 

trate another country. Even though America disclaimed all purpose 

of killing or harming the Koreans, who could keep from being puzzled 

and suspicious? "The barriers of defense of a country are", said 

(34) For. Rel., op. cit., 129-142. 
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he “important places, within which it is not allowable for foreign 

vessels to make their way without some previous understanding. 

This is the fixed rule of all nations. Hence it was the ascent of 

the river to the sea gate by your vessels the other day which brought 

on the engagement between us. As you say your intentions in coming 

to our country are good, it is much to be regretted that such an 

unhappy incident should have occured. On the arrival of your 

vessels, the court warned the civil and military authorities along 

the coast most carefully to avoid anything which would cause trouble 

or arouse ill-feeling, yet when your honorable vessels, not consid- 

ering the fixed regulations of another country, penetrated this im- 

portant pass, how could the officer appointed to guard the closed 

portals of the frontier, whose duty it is to take measures of 

defence, calmly let it go by as of no consequence? Pray do not 

then be offended at what occured." (35) 

He also enclosed © duplicate of the King of Korea's dispatch 

to the Board of Rites, Peking, in reference to Low's letter of 

Merch 7th, sent to the King through the Board. Comparing the text 

of the letter with the one which Low had received through the Board 

of Rites at Peking before his departure he found out that the 

Chinese government had omitted the portion in which Korea acknow- 

ledged "the supremacy of China in a manner amounting almost to 

servility". (36) The Korean government sent out this correspondence 

(35) For. Rel., ibid. 

(36) Ibid. 
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as its last trump card, for it failed to understand why Low came 

to Korea after having read its reply in which the main objects of 

his mission to Korea were rejected point by point. A part of the 

real text of the King's letter to the Board of Rites in regard to 

Low's mission reads: 

"Qur humble country has the sea on three sides, and when- 

ever strange vessels of a foreign nation come to our shores 

in distress, they are either assisted with food and whatever 

they require to enable them to sail away again; or if the 

vessel is disabled or lost her crew are escorted by land to the 

supreme capital (Peking), thence to be sent to their homes; 

in each case the wishes of those concerned are regarded, and 

no obstescle is raised." 

The letter then reviewed the ill-fated General Sherman case and 

continued: 

“As to the expression 'consult and arrange about intercourse!'? 

I do not know what is wanted to ‘consult and arrange about', add 

what the intercourse desired is to be about. A MINISTER OF 

THE EMPEROR MUST NOT HAVE RELATIONS WITH A FOREIGN STATE." 

And the King could not see what profit Low expected by opening his 

country to the commercial world because Korea was a poor country and 

did not have a single article worthy of commerce with foreign 

nations. The King humbly hoped that "the honorable Board will lay 

before the throne all the facts connected with this matter, and that 

the Emperor will send forth a special edict to exhort and instruct 

the envoy of the nation in question so as to overcome the doubts and 

dispel his anxiety, and thus each of us be left to himself without 
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trouble, I shall then be impressivély happy." However, appreciating 

the hardship of a voyage of 10,000 li of wind and wave, Guardian 

Cheng sent presents consitting of three bullocks, fifty chickens, 

and one thousand eggs; but Low decline to regweive the presents. 

Low was convinced that the government of Korea was determined 

to resist all innovations and intercourse with foreign states with 

@11 the power at its command, What worried him most was the effect 

of this rebuff upon America's power and prestige both in Korea and 

Chine, "If the squadron retires now", reported Low to Fish, "the 

effect upon the minds of the Coreans, and, I fear, upon the Chinese 

also, will be injurious, if not disastrous, to our future prospects 

in both countries." (37) 

After a "careful review" of the situation in consultation with 

the admiral, Low decided to seek for reparation for the unprovoked 

assault upon his vessels. He believed that such a military demon- 

stration would convince the Korean government that America would not 

submit to insult and injury. But he never stopped to think that 

such a step would possibly lessen the chances of negotiations. On 

the contrary he anticipated that it would improve them, for evi- 

dences had been gultiplying that all America's overtures made in 

@ conciliatory spirit had been rejected. (38) 

The chastising expedition consisted of the Monocacy, Palos? 

four steam launches, and twenty boats, conveying a landing force 

(37) Yor. Rel., op. cit., pe 122. 

(38) Ibid. 
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of 651 men, of whom 150 were marines. The Monocacy had, in addi- 

tion to her own armament, two of the Colorado's nine inch guns. 

Captain H. C. Blake was put in charge of the expedition, while 

Commander L. A. Keniberly commanded the landing force, "The 

object sought in this expedition", said Admiral Rogers in his in- 

structions to Captain H. C. Blake, "being simply to take and destroy 

the forts which have fired on our vessels, and to hold them long 

enough to demonstrate our ability to punish such offences at 

pleasure." (39) 

Low instructed Drew to accompany the expeditionary force with 

the view to making a treaty if the Koreans would ask for terms of 

peace as the result of their defeat. 

The squadron sailed up the river at ten o'clock, on the morn- 

ing of the 10th of June. A short distance above the Isle Prim- 

auguet a junk was seen approaching, the Koreans on board waved a 

white flag and showa@ia letter. One of the steam launches met the 

jank to receive the letter which stated that since Low's mission 

was peaceful and friendly the Korean government had treated him 

in a friendly manner by sending officers of the third rank to in-~ 

quire whether his voyage had been prosperous and further to ask 

what the business was he had in mind, that he had denied them an 

interview and had sent them back. 

Before the officers who had been sent to the fleet could 

(39) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 135. 



J i n rn F F i 4 4 I 4 (y% 

‘ f ‘ Mo j } : ¥ } a att , 
i : : 'E: i i “Paah ir Ly yO J , i. } 

‘ { eT 
¥ Vn 1 ’ nals \ fi Pa as yee Oe ae ‘ oi ie a wi j 1 i \ Oy { ; . -¢ 

‘ hd i yt l n ‘ 4 5 f ‘ 
y 

De i 1 4 " i \ I er, 1 ) ' i i 
; : i ! £ 

-tibe af bed yeeooncM ad” .o¥atram orem OBL aiodw to Mem [23 to 

eng domi sata e'tobetefod ant to ows ,tnamsarie nwo rea of aot? 

oltdw .nottinexs eit to dynalo at sor sow adele .d VE ataiaad 
one” .estet aaihael edt behasmmos ylrodiaed 24 al rehersramod 

hth eid at eresof [atimbsA biee _"toitihoqxe skit af ddgroe Jsotdo 

Yorteeh fas alat ot ylgmia gated" ,odelf .0 .H ahetead of anoktoutsa 

sol madd Ofod of bua ,efoeeey wo mo bstit evad dotdw asrot ont 

te seonetto dose de tee oF Wilids wo evettenameh of darone 

(8€) ". omwesete 

dviw sexo? wienolsibeqxe oils yaecmooos oF wert hotoutian? wal 

to ante? rot dee Bloow Sgeered ett th yteotd 4 sm bfem of welv adt 

.8eteb alot to tloener edd of 9oKRog 

~arom adt ao .loolots ned ta tavit off ou beften cotherpe el 

-tiitt o£2T off Suede eonete Lh dred? A em to GOL oft Yo yat 

® bevaw bused ao PASSION and ial beisaasnaw fees sew ant « torsys 

edt som morisawet msese ‘sult to en  .tettel & works fata ‘Belt etidw 

Soteetm trol sons dade hotate ao tity wettel edt ovisoot oF Satu, 

oid pasancs be toecniwevoes meordd sly elbas txt bas Litsoreq esw 

~at of acest bridd ot to eveoitto yathaee yd tenes vfhasint © ot 
wae of tedduwt Ane RYOTST Cog aged Beit sseyov eid “taddo.te etiip 

ra madd Saran bad of dadd Anim ot Sad ad sew erenisagd edt Jadw 

stosd omdd tree bad bas welvrodat 

Biroo tert edt od Stee ased bat oat ex9ctito add orcted 

FE GC a ee 

BEL gq y.tta .qo fet .t0t! (28), 

} 



(119) 

return to the capital, the American vessels entered the narrow pass 

from the sea, "Although you had said", remarked Guardian Cheng, 

"that you would inflict no injury, yet, as the vessels on board which 

you came up the river were vessels of war, and were full of imple- 

ments of war, our people and soldiers could not but be filled with 

alarm and suspicion, and kmew not what to make of it. Now, I 

apprehend that the way of concord and the rule of propriety in en- 

tering another country do not justify this. As this place had be- 

fore been the scene of battle, it is always strictly guarded. Al- 

though I deeply regret the firing affair - induced by the sudden 

sight of an unusual thing - and the alarming of your people, still 

to defend a pass leading into your territory is what you would do 

were the care your own. Your blaming us recently is shown to be 

truly incomprehensible." (40) 

To the Americans this letter contained nothing which looked 

like an apology, so the expeditionary party proceeded up the river 

and in a battle of two day's duration demolished all the forts 

which had fired upon their surveying steam launches. With the 

captured colors at the mast~heads and towing the boats laden with 

the trophies of victory, the fleet moved down the stream and joined 

the rest of the squadron amid much cheering. The Americans had | 

only three dead and ten wounded, whereas Korean casualities 

reached 253. (41) 

(40) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 132. 

(41) ‘The three dead were Lieutenant McKee, Dennis Hendrin, and 
Seth Allen. For detailed description of the campaicn, see, 

Schley? Five Years Under the Flag, pp. 83-96. 
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In order to show humanitarian treatment of enemy prisoners a 

few Korean prisoners were brought to the ship where they received 

first aid treatment and care. Drew offered to release the pris- 

oners on parole, to which Guardian General Li replied that the 

prisoners had incurred a severe penalty from their own government 

by surrender, and it was immaterial whether they were released or 

not. Since his excellency the magistrate of Kang Wha had received 

@ severe reprimand from the Seoul Court, Guardian Li of Foo Ping 

did not dare forward Drew's letter in which the release of prisoners 

on parole was offered. 

The Korean military forces proved inadequate in the struggle 

with the Americans, so the natives resumed the controversy by letter. 

On June 12th Guardian Li sent © despatch to the Colorado, saying: 

"Under outward professions of friendships you cherish 

false and deceitful designs. To come to your landing and 

to display your determination of setting fire to public 

buildings, cottages, and of stealing property, sweeping up 

everything to the veriest trifle are the actions of thieves and 

spies. In your ships you have brought many of our kingdom's 

outlaws, rebellious brigands who have forfeited life, to 

connect yourselves with and collect such a following as guides 

to our neighborhoods. This is to become the lair whither 

pirates flee. 

"The upshot will be a wild and disorderly discharge of 

gun and cannon, the battering down of walled town and fort, 

the slaying and injuring of army and people. Where was such 
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unsparing and implacable savagery ever exceeded? You come 

with professions of friendship and amity, and wish us to treat 

you with politeness, and your actions, forsooth, are such as 

these. Wot only will every urchin of our kingdom spit at and 

curse you, but more yet the world will sympathize with us, 

and debar you from intercourse, and break off such as you al- 

ready hold." (42) 

Guardian Li urged Drew to reply to his letter twice on the 13th and 

the 14th. 

In replying to Li, Drew again explained the purpose of the 

American mission and desired that he would forward the inclosed 

dispatch from Low to His Majesty, the King of Korea. Even this 

favor was not granted by Li, and the dispatch was returned because 

such a dispatch would place the blame upon the local, civil, and 

military authorities. It seemed that he did not wish the king to 

know the result of the fight which was unfsvorable for the Koreans, 

for fear of a royal reprimand. Low's letter to his majesty the 

King plainly exposed the military weakness of Korea, saying: "The 

events of the past few days afford convincing proofs of our power 

whenever we choose to exert it." (43) 

On June 18th Drew was instructed by Low to say that the re- 

fusal to forward the dispatch was extraordinary and that he was 

unwilling to believe the course had been sanctioned by His Majesty 

had he been aware of the real facts. Low, however, did not hesitate 

(42) For. Rel., op. cit., pe 138. 

(43) Low's dispatch to the King of Korea, June 14, 1871; For. 
Rel., 1871, pp. 139-140. 



" 

1 Ms ay ’ ! ‘ ee bg ys iad Ua at et ths) ; 

Past | q ' 7 mt halg { 

(£85), y : ' y - a ‘at or arty Ath A ihe y r BH a i 

' or - ; at ti, / : W f "4 Hite BY 

—~ 

amon wo t ehonelaabea ove emer <ddieiia ha ! 

teoxt of oo dain bas eine Bas qtdebasta? to si ire ai 4 

er dove 91s ,dtooetet Jematsen u0N, bre reantati for Ree ] voy 

hoe te toe mobgebt awe to atdow yreve IItw yfao sou seconds 

ou Uiiw ostdteanye [fiw even edt toy arom tyd soy eat 

(-fa moy as dom Yio Xeaxs haa ,extwostetal mor? voy wade bee 

(Sh) ".5Lod ybset 

hae AtSL off no eolwd téttol eld of yloet of woul besuw HI aetitand 

DE oid 

edd to sseartay aft Saatisloxe atags wart .fi of iterile al 

Hheeolont oft brewtot Sbivow ond tad? botiseb bar acteesim asoltroms 

aid? aovE .aet0% to yolk off .ytaotemM al of wol mort dovegqe tp 

esganed beristet esr dotecelb edt bone . id vd balmaren fom esw tovet 

bas ,Livio ,Leool ot nese emel(d eft epelq bLsrow doveqalb s dove 

of wt tof es? datw wr H£5 sf gad? bomese JI .esitianodive pret iti to 

, aastod edt tot oids “oye ete een dolaw digit ed? to tivast oft wort 

edd Ytestso aid ot sottel aihip'ss -hermond te ot feyot 8 to t8et tot 

of. arvee” Mowe te 22 vinmohoaw sega fn odd Haxsoxe Yiaiely sata 

tevog wo to toot, Sopa tebe biotis wea’ wat tesq odd to etaeve 

(8h) "gf dxexe Of secondo ew tevetadw 

~o1 oft dnd? yee of wo vd hod ourrdamt sn went APBL ombt a0 

row of tact has queatSreondes 2ew Hosegeth edd htewrot of Lnan? 

yiesteM sth yd benold ose need bad Seuroo on? sveiied o¢ gable twas 

eteticod tom 5ib ,19vewod .wol = .2tost faow edt to etsws need ed bed 

Ce a me oem 

«SEL Ae sane, Bhi are +208 (sa) i 

tol 1V8L ,OL omub ,ovr0k 0 gadl odd of Mosaqath owed w si at Meek 
sORL-88E ae oe Sr anits 



(122) 

to threaten the guerdian. "T am further instructed", wrote Drew 

to the guardian, "by His Excellency to say that, as he contemplates 

@ prolonged stay in the vincinity of the capital, he has con- 

cluded to retain the dispatch until means are found to forward it 

to its destination; and he indulges in the hope that you will, upon 

reflection, conclude to transmit it, or make known to His Majesty 

that his Excellency desired to send one." (44) 

Guardian Li, on June 20th, more fully reiterating the reason 

why he could not forward the dispatch of Minister Low to Seoul, said 

the Seoul court was terribly incensed at the damage uvon Korean 

lives and property done by Americans, and no longer believed in the 

alleged peaceful nature of the American visit. "In view of the 

utter irreconcilability" advocated the guardian? " of a foreign 

minister's writing our sovereign direct on terms of equality with 

what is due to rank, dignity, and ceremonial propriety, how could 

I, an humble official, venture to transmit it? Our court would 

certainly severely censure and disgrace me for such an act; how 

could I escape this punishment?" (45) 

Minister Low feared that if he retired at this moment the 

serious injury of American prestige in China would be sustained; 

and that the news of a defeat of Americans In Korea would be spread 

throughout China, enlarged and embellished as "Oriental only can 

do". Upon this ground he pointed out to Admiral Rogers the absolute 

(44) Ibid., p. 141. 

(45) For. Rel., 1871, p. 141. 
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necessity for the second attack. In the opinion of the admiral 

his forces were insufficient to justify an attempt to reach the 

capital without great risk, and feeling confident that, unless this 

could be done, any advance would have no effect upon the government, 

further offensive movement seemed inexpedient. (46) 

Nothing was left for Low to do now but withdraw from Korea. 

The local officer refused to send his dispatch to the King; no di- 

rect communication came from Seoul; Admiral Rogers objected to 

his plan of a second attack; and there wes no probability that 

the Koreans would respond to his overtures. On June 22nd he 

cabled to the Secretary of State: 

"Recent demonstration produced no effect upon negotia- 

tions. Worthing can be effected short of the capital. 

Force insufficient to go there without great risk, If 

peaceful means fail, shall withdraw and wait instructions." (47) 

Low wished the Koreans to understand the fact clearly that he 

would withdraw at his own will instead of being compelled to do so. 

"In the meantime", wrote Drew to Guardian Li, "he (Low) will feel 

at liberty to withdraw temporarily to some other point on the coast 

of Corea or China." Low further observed that if any of his 

countrymen should be unfortunately wrecked upon the coasts or 

islands, it wes expected that the assurance of His Majesty to the 

[e.. 

(46). Ibid. 

(47) For. Rel., 1871, p. 149. 
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Board of Rites would be made good, and the people would be humanely 

treated and forwarded to their country. Any expenses incurred on 

this account would be readily paid by the government of the United 

States. (48) 

Having failed to fulfill his mission Low laid much blame on 

China's treachery and came to the conclusion that China was 

actually very much opposed to the opening of Korea to the Western 

nations. "Were Korea opened to foreign intercourse"? wrote Low 

(August 3, 1871), "the bonds of vassalage which bind her to China 

would be weakened, if not broken entirely, and the tribute which 

now comes annually to Peking would soon be numbered among the 

things of the past.  Thés the Peking officials see clearly and 

hence the desire to see Korea remain as she is." (49) 

Minister Low and the expeditionary party withdrew from Korea 

on July 3rd. It was not until September 20th that the State Ded 

partment approved Low's general course of action in Korea with the 

exception that his communication should have been addressed to the 

principal minister of foreign affairs instead of the King. (50) 

Had he done so the guardian of Foo Ping might not have refused to 

forward it to Seoul. The State Department also regretted the fact 

that in the communication of June 18th of Drew to Guardian Li, the 

declaration to make "a prolonged stay in the vicinity of the capi- 

tal" was made, and was accompanied by the expression of a 

(48)  Ibid., p. 140. 

(49) China Desp. vol. 30, Aug. 3, 1871; quoted from Dennett, 
erica st sia, p. 445. 

(50) Por. Rel., 1871, Pe 153. 
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determination if not a threat "to retain the dispatch until means 

are found to forward it to its destination." This declaration was 

not carried out. The minister found no means to forward the dis-~ 

patch to its destination. Instead he left Korea about sixteen days 

after the declaration was made. 

Low did not miss the opportunity to defend his position. On 

June 13, 1872, he said that Korea had the same organization of gov- 

ernment as that of China with the exception of the "grand countil", 

Had he addressed his dispatch to the minister of foreign affairs, 

then it would reach either the Board of Rites or that of the Colonial 

Office. If the former, it would be considered a tacit acknowledgmant 

that the United States considered itself a vassal of Korea; if the 

latter, vs ghee oun position would be considered on a per with the 

semi-savege tribes on the outlying islands. (51) Besides, while he 

was soliciting good offices from the Chinese government, it mede no 

objection to the matter on the score of propriety. Finally, the 

King of Korea corresponded on terms of equality with the Board of 

Rites which was inferior to the Tsungli Yamen, then why could he 

not address the King directly? To maintain the prestige of America 

in the eyes of the Chinese, he could not take any attitude of in- 

feriority to Korea. As to the threatening st=tement to Guardian Li 

he admitted that it had been ill-advised, "If so", said he, "they 

can be set down to an over-anxiety to accomplish the object for 

which the mission was sent, and a desire to spere no effort to 

(51) Foreign relations of Korea was in charge of Depertment of 
Rites or Ceremonies. Even colonial affairs would have come 

under this depertment. 
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that end." (52) 

President Grant, in his December message, briefly reviewed the 

Low mission to Korea, and referred to the correspondence relating 

thereto, and left the subject for such action as Congress might see 

fit to teke. No action was however teken by the Congress. (53) 

(52) For. Rel., 1872, p. 127. 

(53) Richardson, Messages and Papers of the Presidents, Vol. VII, 
pp. 145-146. 



+ i," tae 

St wee 

oon tia tm avercsiod ee folios, owe tot toogdae oe ott MAE Nai 192 Y 
(88) Ba caesar Ra aa a Dota am a | ss A: 

‘a \ 

f 
& 

a 

4 d 

a 

‘ 

T , 
, 

? 

4 

y 

* 

‘ 
* 

is 
) ca | 

‘ 

y 



(127) 

THE KANGWHA TREATY BETWEEN JAPAN AND KOREA, 1876 

While the Low-Rogers expeditionary forces were at Kangwha the 

Korean government realized that the Americans were more stubborn 

than the French and that they would be hanging around for some time 

till they got what they had come for, so it raised "Righteous and 

Brave soldiers" to resist the enemy and supported patriotic propa- 

ganda, In 1871 stone tablets were set up in the main streets of 

big cities throughout the country with the following inscription: 

"The Western berbarians are invading our country. If we 

do not fight we must sign a treaty of peace but such a treaty would 

be a betreyal of our fatherland; let it be warned to our descendents 

those who are to come in the thousands years." (1) 

To the front battle line the Tai Won Kun sent a group of special 

officers to cheer up the soldiers while public opinion was strictly 

censored, 

The sudden departure of the Americans brought joy and great 

relief to the government as well as to the people, and the Tai 

Won Kun's power and prestige increased immensely while his self- 

conceit grew accordingly. He felt that there was no single power 

which could break the seclusion of his country and that by main- 

taining his policy of seclusion Korea would be greatly benefited. 

His policy, however, was not solely dictated by ignorance about the 

strength of the Western powers, but also by the opposition of a 

political faction led by Queen Min, who denounced his policy of 

(1) The stone teblets were made during the French invasion and 
erected during the American expedition. 
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seclusion. To defend his position he clung to his policy more 

strongly, for its abandonment would mesn his downfall. Moreover, 

the Tai Won Kun rightly or wrongly presumed that the masses in- 

dorsed his anti-foreign policy by their loyalty manifested during 

the two foreign invasions. He therefore continued to persecute the 

Catholics more severely while he built stronger fortifications along 

the coast to strengthen the national defence. 

Korea's neighbor beyond the channel reg=rded these foreign 

activities in Korea with a great deal of interest and uneasiness. 

Japan had been forced by America to open her ports and had made 

treaties with that country and other Western powers. During her 

short acquaintance with them, Japen found out that they were far 

advanced in the art of war and mechanical inventions. The humil- 

iations at Kagoshima and Shimonoseki taught her a good lesson. She 

learned that it was a folly to resist the Westerners by her tradi- 

tional method of warfare, and feared that Korea, not knowing the 

military superiority of the Western powers, might perform some action 

which would invite foreign aggression against them. News of the 

persecution of the French missionaries in Korea and the destruction 

of the General Sherman simply startled Japan which offered her good 

offices in mediation when it was rumored that a punitive expedition 

of Rranco-American forces would be sent to Korea. On May 10, 1867 

the Shogunate government offered mediation to the American minister 

Van Valkenburgh and urged a peaceful settlement of the controversy. (2) 

(2) Dipl. Cor., 1867, pt. 11, p. 36; ibid., 1868, p. 634. 
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It was a very clever move on Japan's part because she had nothing 

to lose and everything to gain. By this time she needed the friend- 

ship and good will of the Occidental powers and under the pretext 

of mediation between Korea on one hand and the United States and 

Frence on the other, she might be able to restore diplomatic and 

commercial relations with Koreé. Japan appointed Hireyama and 

Koga for that mission. Before they set out the Shogunate govern- 

ment informed the Seoul court beforehand through the usual 

channel, Sho of Tsushima, that the Japanese envoy would come. 

Sho of Tsushima knew the importance of the mission and asked the 

Yedo government to send the envoy directly to Seoul instead of 

using him as an intermediary. But owing perhaps the the Restora- 

tion of the Mikedo, the Yedo government could not carry out the 

originel plan and Hirayama and Koga never st=rted out on their 

mission, (3) Even if they hed gone to Seoul on the original 

mission assigned to them, they would have goined nothing, for the 

Korean government was aroused by the unfortunate Yedo incident 

which influenced the Tai Won Kun much more than his lack of 

knowledge of Foreign affairs or even his nétural stubbornness of 

character. 

Since the accession of the last Tokugewa Shogun (Dec., 1866), 

Japan purchased warships and imported modern weapons with the view 

of reforming her army and navy. (4) A certain Yado, a native of 

(3) Ogawa, Diplomacy of Meiji Bra (in Japenese), p. 81. 

(4)  Sgimoto, Recent History of Korea (in Japanese), p. 53. 
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Kiushu, who had travelled in the United States, heard the news at 

Shanghai that his country was about to mediate the difficulties be- 

tween Korea and the Western nations - America and France. He asso- 

ciated the offer of good offices with the purbhase of weapons and 

spread the rumor that Japen was preparing for an invasion of Korea. 

This story wes soon published in the newspapers and reached the 

Peking government. The Board of Rites dispatched a warning to the 

Tai Won Kun, and he, in his turn, took precautions not to allow any 

Japanese to come to Korea. (5) Herd lies the explanation why the 

Tai Won Kun was so determined not to receive the Japanese envoys. 

This unfortunete rumor disturbed the good relations between the 

two States. As early as 1860 Japan reported to Korea her treaty 

relations with Occidental nations and maintained that she was 

opposed to the spread of Christian sects in Japan. The Tai Won 

Kun while opposed to treaty relations fully agreed with the policy 

of religious persecution which proved to be a common tie between 

the two countries. Having learned of the intention of the French 

to secure redress by force he reported the matter to Japan and even 

proposed a defensive alliance with her to resist the "strong and 

cruel Western barbarians", but Japan, knowing the superiority of 

the military strength of the West, turned a deaf ear to the propos- 

al. (6) Rejection of his alliance project and the use of 400 French 

soldiers stationed at Yokohama by Admiral Roge during his punitive 

(5) Kikuchi, Biography of thé Tai Won Kun (in Japanese), pp.71-72. 

(6) Sgimoto, Op. cit., Pe 69. 
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expedition to Korea might have offended the Tai Won Kun, but thé 

real cause of his animosity toward Japan on this occasion was the 

Yado incident. 

As a first step in preventing Japanese negotiations the Tai 

Won Kun sent two confidential men to Fusan, Chung Hyun Duk, 

Prefect of Dong Nai, and Ahn Dong Chun, who was made "Hoon Do" with 

instructions to take charge of Jepanese affairs. At this juncture 

the Shogunate government prepared to send Hirayama as envoy of 

mediation, but the note of the Lord of Tsushima giving notice of 

the coming of the Japanese envoy was refused by the local authorities 

at Fusan. Japan wished to clear herself of the suspicion raised 

by the Yado incident, but the Korean government was not interested 

in any explanation the Japanese government might make, 

In November, 1868, Japan made anothdér attempt to restore 

friendly relations with Korea, This time she wished to notify 

the Korean King through the Lord of Tsushima that the Mikado had 

been restored to power. In this official note the Korean authori- 

ties noticed that Japan had changed her royal seal and used 

phrases like "His Majesty's Dynasty", etc., which the Chinese Emper- 

or alone had used. (7) ‘The refusal of this official document by the 

Korean government on account of these new phrases and seal was not 

so much due to its loyalty and reverence to China but to the fact 

thet if Korea accepted such a haughty document without raising any 

question, Japan might thereafter claim thet she accented Japan's 

(7) Sgimoto, op. cit., p. 70. 
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suzerainty. The court et Seoul had a suspicion thet Japan was 

Playing another clever diplomatic geme and refused to acdept the 

document. 

. This refusal naturally aroused a war spirit in the jingoistic 

Japanese such as Saigo and Fukujima, the minister of Foreign 

Affairs. Enlightened Japanese statesmen, however, advised peace 

and their recommendation prevailed. The Japanese government dis- 

covered that the use of the Lord of Tsushima as intermediary be- 

tween Korea and Japan was unsatisfactory in conducting diplomacy 

and decided to put an end to the system, Thereafter matters 

relating to Korea came directly under the control of the Foreign 

Office (8) in Tokio. 

Adopting the Western mode of winning good will the Hanabusa 

mission took thirteen Korean shipwrecked seamen on board and 

carried them to Fusan (August 15, 1872). Henabusa's visit to 

Fusen with two warships resulted in another intense anti-Japanese 

demonstration. The anti-Japanese feeling amongst the Koreans 

was so high that the lives of Japanese residents were threatened, 

Upon hearing this news the Japanese patriots again clamored for 

war. Saigo, chief of the military staff, favored war and urged 

the government to appoint him as special envoy to Korea which it 

did, At this moment wiser counsel came from Iwakura and Ito who 

hed just eeturned from their mission to the Western countries. 

They pursueded the jingoistic elements to give up their folly and 

(8) Sgimoto, op. cit., p. 70. 
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to resort to peaceful means in resuming relations with Korea, 

While Henabusa wos in Korean waters, seeking to reopen re- 

lations with Korea (1872) the Tai Won Kun wrote his famous reply 

to Japan. He said: 

“We have received your letter and have given it very deep 

consideration, comparing your dispatch with other dispatches. 

It is a long time since there has been any intercourse between 

our two countries. Your dispatch demands payment of tribute. 

We will show how this affair stands. Taiko Sama (Hideyoshi), 

without provocation or cause of any kind, inveded Korea, and 

made Korea sign 4 document agreeing to pay tribute. In those 

days Korea was unprepared for war, and had not been informed 

of the intention of Japan. But it is very different now. 

The invasion by Taiko was a crime committed against Korea by 

Japan, which is not yet punished. Your demand is so un- 

reasonable, that instead of Korea paying you tribute, it is 

for you to return the money paid by Korea. In your dispatch 

you have made many insinuations of your having adopted foreign 

customs; we can assure you that Japan is Japan, Korea is 

Korea ~ but Korea has its own customs. Some years back we had 

a difference with a country called France, which is, among 

barbarians, considered to be very powerful and very large, 

whilst Korea is very small — but we defeated that great 

country. We assembled all our warriors, every one of whom 

was ready to die. According to our old treaty of friendship, 

whenever either is attacked by brbarians, the other is to 



(ser) aE Asti tha 

070K tin ecolielet golugeet at enaoi istesaeg of Sxoes1 ot 

~eT noyoet ot gittfeed |atatew nagiol at acw saudeacl efidW 

yiget sxromet etd store ait moW fsT oft (SEL) seTox ddiw edolsalr 

thine oH 8=.narel of 

99h yrov 31 sevig evad Sma inttel uroy heviene: oved at” 

-2adotacs ih neiito ddtn Soteqelb woy palieqmoo .nottereblenco 

agowted seivootosal yas geod vad etedt sorte omit snot © ek #1 

-odudiad To stnemyaq ebasmeh doteqath weY  .agittaros ows wo 

. (itlsoyehia) amaé oie? .efhnets thettn alt? wor woe [fiw of 

fixe ,eo10X bebeval ,batt yrs to enya tc aoiteoovets duond iy 

saons aI .edudiad vaq of poteonie Jaseuoch 2 wien Se10% sham 

beutotar seed tom bad bas ,1ew tot hetsyewcms sew aet0d ayad 

swom Jxerettip yrov at ti tof .mecet to wottaetn? edd to 

vd serck teaiegs hettionco satis 9 eaw oxisT vd molsevat odT 

~i oe af beemeb acY .hecetiane doy tom ef doicw «meet 

ai fi .ojndint soy aoivad setol to beetent galt . e{danceaet 

dotegeiS ayoy at .sero¥ yd flex ysnom edt aude of Hoy xo 

mgisiot Setooha uatved «soy te sooltamlcat yan shes eved yoy 

ef sexed ,asgel ei ascat tedd yoy sweee ae OF semotaro 

had ew aoed exrasy emoe emcteus ne0 att aru ger0l tnd ~ revolt 

gaome ,ef dotdw ,coner® baffles State a dtiw sonerettisb a 

Satal ytov bas Letrewer yrev of of beweblanoa ,aneiiedisd 

teers tat hoteoteb ow tod ~ Lleme cane at setoN ¢eLtalw 

mote to ego yviters .exoitrew wo tis heldmezes of ase eM 

-Gidehasizt to yteow Sle wo of gatbtoooA .aib of yheot saw 

ot ef sotto sdt ,cksicada d yo beoloetie ef tedtte teveqedm 



(134) 

help. To show our honesty, when the barbarians went to your 

country, we immediately wrote to you that we had made every 

preparation to help you. During the French attack on Korea 

we day and night expected that you would come with your fences 

to our aid; but not having received your assistance we wrote 

and informed you of our position, and asking for immediate help. 

You have neither sent us aid, nor any answer to our dispatch, 

We no longer consider each other friends but enemies. The 

tone of your dispatch is so friendly that we looked upon it as 

treachery; and after having been so friendly with Japan and 

being repaid by treachery, we never can be friendly again. 

Not only have you broken the treaty as above described, but you 

have also broken another very chief point of the treaty in 

adopting the manners and customs of the Western barbarians. 

Our information is, that you have adopted French drill; and 

whenever you want money you go to England; and if you wish to 

tax your own people or impose duties you take advice from 

America, But you have never consulted us, as agreed in our 

old treaty. You think the Western barbarians are great 

people. We, Koreans, are a very small country, but yet we 

have the courage to put it in writing to you, that Western 

barbarians are beasts. The above we intend as a divest insult 

to you and your allies ~ the barbarians. We desire that you 

should join them and bring your great ships and your army here. 

Fusan is the nearest part of Korea to Japan. To make your 

attack as inexpensive as possible to you and your friends, we 

will send and clear Fusan for a battlefield, and will appoint 

the battle. It is useless to go into any correspondence, 
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because the wrong you have done to us is so great, that your 

apologies will not avail. The only alternative is a bloody 

war - a war that will cost Japan all its warriors; and then 

we will bring you to terms. 

"This is our intention. You mst not attempt to write 

us again; and the above is a notice to you to make all prep- 

aration, for either Japan must invade Korea, or Korea will in- 

vade Japan." (9) 

To ascertain the truth about the story of Yado the Tai Won 

Kun commissioned Pak Hoi Su as Am Haing U Sa of Kyung Sang Province, 

whose duty it was to go out under disguise as a beggar and find out 

certain facts. In his report to the Tai Won Kun he stated that the 

rumor of Japanese invasion was a correct one, But the real purpose 

of the rumor was, he said, not to invade Korea but to boast the fact 

to the Western world that Japan was fully prepared to meet any one 

of them. He even maintained that by scaring Korea Japan wished 

to form a defensive alliance. (10) This report subdued the un- 

easiness of the Tai Won Kun but in the background there was a force 

working against him. This was the rise of Queen Min which later 

caused the retirement of the Tai Won Kun from active politics for 

a decade, 

It was chiefly through the effort of the Lady Tai Won Kun 

that a girl of sixteen was placed on the throne and married to her 

(9) Japan Gazette, July 18, 1872, quoted from Longford, The Story 
of Korea, pp. 297-298, 

(10) Kikuchi, op. cit., pp.71-72. 
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son. Being a lady from the Min family herself by this royal marriage 

she wished to perpetuate the power of her family. It is said that 

the Tai Won Kun opposed the royal marriage and even after the 

merriage he disliked the aggressiveness of the Queen. (11) The 

real rupture between the Queen and her father-in- law, however, 

was caused by @ quarrel over the succession. After six years of 

married life the Queen had no son while a court lady Li bore the 

King a boy, Wan Wha, whom both the King and the Tai Won Kun loved. 

The Queen, worried lest she would have no heir and feared the influ- 

ence of the Tai Won Kun. Fortunately the Queen had a son in Feb~ 

ruary, 1874. As soon as the boy arrived she secretly sent an en- 

voy to Peking, (12) requesting that the new arrival would: be invested 

as the Crown Prince. The arrival of the Crown Prince increased 

the affectionate relations between the King and Queen and also 

enhanced her power and prestige, for she pursuaded the King to 

employ members of her family at court - Min Seung Ho, Min Kywm Ho, and 

Min Tai Ho were the most prominent. 

The Tai Won Kun, moreover, was unpopular also among the Con- 

fucian scholars, because he had closed their schools. Min Seung 

Ho (13) picked a fearless and outspoken scholar Choy Ik Hyun to de- 

nounce the mistaken policies of the Tai Won Kun. In (1873) his 

Memorial he remorselessly denounced the failure of the Tai Won Kunts 

(11) Chosen Cheng Kan. 

(12) Oda, op. cit., pp. 82=83. 

(13) Tragedic death of Min Seung Ho, ibid. 
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foreign policy - especially with Japan and insinueted that he was 

a ursurper. (14) The memorial received the approval of the king 

who had reached the age of 22 and as a token of his independence he 

immediately cut off a large part of the revenues of his father. (15) 

The man of Iron Will was now in great straits. The combination 

against him proved too strong, and in the last moon of 1873 he 

shook off the dust of Seoul and retired to private life. His down- 

fall ended the policy of seclusion, With the ascendancy of the 

Min faction Korea's foreign relations entered upon a new epoch. 

During the period of the Min's supremacy Korea was first opened to 

Japan and then to the Western powers. 

The Mins reversed the Tai Won Kun's policy and removed the 

local authorities in Fusan whom the Tai Won Kun employed in order 

to shut off the Japanese and replaced them by their own choices, 

Thus they facilitated Korea's intercourse with Japan. [Korea's 

first treaty with Japan, however, was not a voluntary one. In 

September, 1875, a Japanese man-of-war, Un-Yo-Maru was on her way 

to the Chinese port of New Chang to survey the route. (16) In 

need of water the ship was anchored at the Lan Chi Island, Southeast 

of Kangwha. And a little boat with the Captein went up the Han 

River, where being taken for Frenchmen or Americans they were wel- 

comed by Korean batteries. In return the Japanese demolished two 

(14) Full test, see Kikuchi, op. cit., p. 74. 

(15) Hulbert, op. cit., p. 218. 

(16) Oda, op. cit., p. 88. 
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Korean forts and killed about thirty natives. This news again 

aroused Japanese public opinion, and the government decided to send 

Kuroda to Korea and Mori to China. Kuroda was instructed to find 

out why Korea fired on the Japanese ships and why she refused to 

receive the Japanese missions. (17) His party consisting of a 

fleet of six shipand 800 soldiers arrived at Kangwha on January 

30th and negotiations were started by February 10th. It seemed 

that Japan was following the example of the Western powers in her 

relations with Korea, 

In the meantime Mori at Peking requested credentials for the 

mission to Korea. (18) Although Peking was reluctant to grant the 

request Li Hung Chang understood the seriousness of the affair and 

confidentially advised Li Yu Non the head of the Seoul government 

to receive the Japanese. (19) Since the Formosa affair, the viceroy 

had learned that unless China wanted a war she had no way of check- 

ing Japan's expansion at the expense of China. He promised Mori 

that he would communicate the Japanese request to Korea. (20) 

At the conference between Korea and Japan Kuroda proposed to 

the Korean representatives, Cynn Hyun and Yun Ja Seung, that all 

the problems between the two countries could be settled by a 

commercial treaty, but the progress of the negotiations was hindered 

(17) Ibid. 

(18) Ibid. 

(19) Ibid. 

(20) Yi Shu Han Kao, 4/33, Hs , China, a political entity, p. 
105-106. 
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by the presence of the Tai Won Kun who had come back from his 

country villa. Although he had been sinanlualies take an active part 

in politics, his words had much weight. He opposed a commercial 

treaty with Japan. (21) The representatives of the two countries 

negotiated for about ten days but owing to the old man's presence 

and the opposition of the conservatives who supported him the con- 

ference seemed to be doomed. To overcome this opposition the 

progressive elements, the Mins, and the Chinese, united their 

forces together. Pak Kyoo Soo and Oh Kyung Suk who understood the 

foreign situation well, worked for the treaty; and the Mins with 

Kim Yun Sik and Cho Lung Ha, the two noted Pro-Chinese, lent their 

influence to the same end. (22) Consequently a treaty of amity 

was signed on February 26, 1876. 

In drawing up the preamble the representatives of both 

countries had a difficult time. The Japanese insisted that their 

sovereign should have the title "Emperor" (Kotei in Japanese) while 

the sovereign of Korea should have the title "King" (0 in Japanese). 

The Korean representatives contemplated that their acquiesence would 

put their sovereign and State in the position of subordination to 

Japan, with which Korea had been dealing on equal terms and refused 

to recognize the new title of Mikado. To avoid the dilemma the 

Gitemme the Kore=n commissioners proposed that the treaty should be 

drawn up in the names of the respective envoys only; this the 

(21) Oda, op. cit., p. 89. 

(22) Ibid. 
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Japanese refused. A compromise was attempted by having the titles 

of the rulers of the two countries inserted at the beginning; and, 

in every necessary place thereafter, “the government of Jafan, or of 

Korea"; this also failed. Finally, neither ruler was mentioned 

by mame or title, nor was reference made to either, and the curious 

document was drawn up in the neme of the respective "governments". (23) 

So the preamble read: "The governments of Japan and Chosen, being 

desirous to resume the amicable relations that of yore existed 

between them, etc...." (24) 

The treaty declared that "Chosen being an independent Stete 

enjoys the same sovereign rights as does Japan" (Art. I). The 

Chinese or Japanese text reads that "Chosen, being a self-mastering 

State (Autonomous State}, shall retain the rights of equality with 

Japan." A prominent Chinese scholar, Dr. Hsu, maintains that "this 

was, of course, nothing more than a declaration of historical 

fact, for Korea had been the autonomous every since she came into 

existence.... Because nothing was said about China's suzerein 

rights in that treaty those who were opposed to Chinats claim were 

eble to interpret that declaration to their own advantage." (25) 

The importence of this article does not lie so much in its magic 

touch that converted Korea into an independent Stete over night or 

its wording but in the determination of Japan to make Korea independent 

(23) Griffis, op. cit., pe. 423. 

(24) Chung, Korean Treaties, pp. 205 seq. 

(25) Hsu, op.cit., pp. 109-110. 
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of China on paper as well as in fact. This article embodies the 

whole essence of Japan's policy in Korea for the coming three decades. 

Over this very issue Japan fought her two major wars with China and 

Russia. Therefore, so far as Japan was concerned, this declaration 

was more than a presentation of historical facts. It was her 

initial step toward continental expansion, and a diplomatic victory 

ominous for the future of Korea. 

Other articles provided diplomatic representation at the 

capitals of both countries; Fusan with two other ports were to be 

opened with consuls therein; in Fusan all the former usages were 

abolished, such as the practice of Sai Ken Gen, (26) the annvel 

visit of a junk sent by the Prince of Tsushima to conduct trade with 

Koreans; protection of seafsring vessels in distress was provided; 

Japanese mariners might freely survey the Korean coasts; and last 

but not the least extraterritorial rights were inserted in the 

treaty. In the supplementary treaty concluded in pursuance of 

Article XI of the main treaty there is an interesting article by 

which japan sought to win the friendship and good will of the 

Western States. 

"Although no relations as yet exist between Korea and foreign 

countries, yet Japan has for many years back maintained friendly 

relations with them; it is therefore natural that in case a vessel 

(26) Im Chinese sense this is also a tribute. The Ashikaga 
Shoguns sent Sai Ken Sen (annual sending ship) to the 

Mings, which Chinese called "tributé". 
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of any of the countries of which Japan thus cultivates the friend- 

ship should be stranded by stress of weather or otherwise on the 

coasts of Korea, those on board should be treated with kindness by 

Korean subjects, and should such persons ask to be sent back to 

their homes they shall be delivered over by the Korean government 

to an agent of the Japanese government residing at one of the open 

ports of Korea, requesting him to send them back to their native 

countries, which requests the agent shall never fail to comply 

with." (Art. X) (27) 

In 1880 Korea sent Kim Hong Jip (28) as Su Sin Se (envoy) 

and Japan sent Hanabusa to Seoul as acting minister. Japan thus 

succeeded in re-opening relations with Korea, which purpose she had 

in mind since the end of the Tokugawa period. In May, 1880, Wonsen 

and in June, 1883 Chempulo were open to Japanese trade. 

(27) Chung, op. cit., p. 212. 

(28) First envoy Kim Ki Su was sent to Tokio right after the 
treaty. His reception in Japan, see Griffis, op. cit., 

PP. 423-424 ° 
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THE SHUFELDT TREATY 

On April 8 (Monday) 1878, Senator Aaron A. Sargent of 

California, Chairman of the Senate Committee on naval affairs, in- 

troduced in the Senate 2 joint resolution (S. R. No. 24) authorizing 

the President of the United States to appoint a commissioner in an 

effort to arrange by "peaceful meens", and with "the aid of the 

friendly offices of Japan", a treaty of peace and commerce with the 

Kingdom of Korea, and the sum of $50,000, or so much thereof as may 

be necessary, was to be appropriated to defray the expenses of said 

commission. (1) 

Senator Sargent was encouraged by the fact that Korea had 

made a treaty with Japan in 1876, (2) and that the King of Korea 

had shown a disposition to enroll his great country among the 

family of nations, and to allow it to enjoy the reciprocal advan- 

tages of peace and commerce with other nations. 

His chief object in introducing this bill was of course 

trade. (3) In his speech of April 18th in the Senate he main- 

tained that, "the money expended by the government in making a 

treaty with Korea might be considered as an insurance’ on our ship- 

ping, which would be more than returned in a season, and might save 

ten times as much loss on @ single vessel. The trade with Northern 

(1) Cong. Record, Vol. VII, pt. 3, pp. 2324, 2600-61. 

(2) As early as Merch, 1874 the American Chargé at Peking, S. 
Wells Williams, informed his government that the King of 

Korea resumed his power with liberal attitude toward foreigners. 
But the Washington government took no action to open Korea, For. 
Rel., 1884, p. 253. 

(3) For the same reason the Congressman Zedoc Pratt introduced a 
resolution to open Japan and Korea in 1844. House Doc., 128: 

28—2. 
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Chine. would be increased by the securing of navigation in the 

Yellow Sea. Our whalers in the sea of Japan would be protected 

against a dangerous and Hostile sea coast. While the shipping 

interests and trade of the Pacific States would be benefited so 

would the manufacturers of the East on the opening of a vast 

merket for their goods." (4) Besides this economic considera- 

tion there was also an element of idealism. "The blessings of 

modern civilization could be conferred on a brave and industrious 

people", said he, "now oppressed by political ideas inseparable 

from semi-barbarism; and Christianity might displace Buddhism. 

America is the nearest to Korea of all the nations having European 

civilization except Japan; and as the latter looks to us for 

friendship and assistance wo would Korea." (5) He also did not 

overlook the fact that the addition of Korea to the number of the 

strong, armed powers in friendship with the United States would in- 

crease America's influence on that continent, besides strengthening 

Japan. He thought that such strength was necessary, unless the 

advance of Russia southward on the eastern coast was checked. 

Senator Sargent did not advocate the use of force in attaining 

these objectives. He, in fact, ridiculed the course taken by 

Low-Rogers in 1871 - especially the idea of surveying the Hen River. 

By using force both sides had produced casualties, but he could not 

see any good achieved by it at all. He, therefore, deemed the 

(4) Cong. Record, ibid. 

(5) Cong. Record, ibid. 
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peaceful method pursued by Captain Shufeldt in 1867 would be more 

proper than a milisary effort. 

This bill was feferred to the Senate Committee on Foreign 

Affairs, from which it, however, never emerged. (6) The signifi- 

cance of this bill is that it paved the way for the Shufeldt Mission 

of 1881 and 1882. 

In the fall of 1878 the Navy Department placed the U.S.S. 

"Ticonderoga" at the service of Commodore Robert W. Shufeldt. (7) 

The first duty required of the Commodore was that he should visit 

Monrovia with the understanding thet if it became necessary he should 

act as umpire in settling a disputed question of boundary between 

Great Britain and Liberia. His instructions, however, required 

him, after leaving Monrovia, to visit both the Western and Eastern 

coast of Africa and hold such intercourse with the natives to whom 

he could obtain access as would enable them to appreciate the advan- 

tages of trade with the United States. He was further instructed 

to visit Madagascar, India, China, Japan, and Korea with the same 

object in view. The special purpose of his visit to Korea was to 

open, if possible, its ports (country) to the commercial world. (8) 

On December 7, 1878, the Ticonderoga sailed from Hampton Beads 

for the west coast of Africa. In the spring of 1880, having fulfilled 

(6) Ibid. 

(7) For his biography, see L. R,. Hamersly, cords of Livi 
Officers of the U. S. Navy and Marine Corps, (5th ed.) pp. 25226. 

(8) R. W. Thompson to R. W. Shufeldt, Oct.29, 1878, in Cruise of the 
Ticonderoga, I? 4-5 cited from Paullian, The Opening of Korea, 

Pol. Sci. Quart., vol. 35, No. 3, p. 478. 
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her mission in Africa, the Near East and the Meditéransan and 

adjacent seas, the Ticonderoga arrived in the Far Bast, reaching 

Hong Kong on March 26th and Nagasaki on April 15th. Her great task 

of opening Korea was yet to be done. 

Shufeldt's instructions from his chief, R. W. Thompson, at 

Washington (dated Oct. 29, 1878) required him "to visit some port 

of Koree with the endeavor to reopen by peaceful measures negotia- 

tions with that government. It is believed that the attack upon 

the Korean ports in 1871 is susceptible of satisfactory explanation, 

and that a moderate and conciliatory course toward the government 

would result in opening the ports of that country to American 

commerce. You will give special consideration to this subject."(9) 

It is rather surprising to note how the wording and spirit 

of the instructions parallels the Sargent speech of 1874 in the 

Senate, aside from the appointment of Shufeldt for the task of open- 

ing Korea. 

The Korea of 1878 was not, however, the Korea which Smfeldt 

hed known in 1867 , for Korea concluded her first treaty of amity 

and commerce with Japan in February 26, 1876. This treaty recognized 

Korea as an independent sovereign State (Art. I.) and opened two 

ports to Japanese subjects with the privilege of extraterritorality 

(Art. X). Since Japan's fuhdamental aim in making the treaty with 

(9) Ibid. 
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Korea was to close the western frontier of Korea and to build a bridge 

over the Korean channel as a first step toward the long cherished 

progrem of expansion to the mainland, she was only too glad not 

only to recognize the independence of Korea from shadowy "suzerainty" 

which China hed been repeatedly evading, but to take Chine's place 

in mediating between Korea dnd the foreign powers. In Article X 

of the supplementary treaty of 1876 it was provided that 

"Although no relations as yet exist between Korea and 

foreign countries, yet Japen has for many years back maintained 

friendly relations with them; it is therefore natural that in 

case of a vessel of any of the countries of which Japan thus 

cultivates the friendship ehould be stranded by stress of weather 

or otherwise on the coasts of Korea, those on board shall be 

treated with kindness by Korean subjects, and should such 

persons ask to be sent back to their homes they shall be de- 

livered over by the Korean government to an agent of the Jap- 

anése government residing at one of the open ports of Korea, 

requesting him to send them back to their native countries, 

which request the agent shall never fail to comply with." (10) 

The State Department was not enthusiastic about the opening 

of Korea, for Evarts saw no material change in the prospect since 

1871. He, however, wrote a letter to Thompson on Nov. 9, 1878, 

drawing his attention to the provision of the Supplementary treaty 

of 1876 in regsrd to the return of shipwrecked seamen by the way 

(10) Chung, Korean Treaties, p. 212. 
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of Japan, and suggested that America should take advantaze of Japan's 

intimacy with Korea, Evarts approved the Thompson Rag 9! 

directed John A. Bingham, the American Minister to Tokio, to apply 

to the Japanese Minister of Poreign Affairs for personal or official 

letters to the Korean authorities with the view of facilitating 

Shufeldt's mission. (12) 

On arriving at Nagasaki, Shufeldt communicated with Bingham, 

in order to secure Japan's good offices. The Japanese Foreign 

Minister Inouye was reluctant to give any direct support to the 

Shufeldt mission on the ground that it might produce complications 

in the execution of the Japanese treaty, and that it appeared that 

the Koreans were still disinclined to open their country to western 

nations. The best that Bingham could get was a letter of recommen- 

dation to the Japanese Consul Kondo in Fusan. (13) 

Shufeldt arrived at Fusan, May 4th, accompanied by the United 

States Consul at Nagasaki and an interpreter, and immediately te- 

livered to the Japanese Consul the letter of introduction, The 

next day he handed to the consul a letter addressed to the King 

of Korea and requested him to forward it to Seoul. About 24 hours 

leter the Japanese reported that the governor of the district had 

refused to forward the letter, saying that he had no authority to 

forward it and that the Japanese were the only foreigners with whom 

(11) WM. M. Evarts to R. W. Thompson, Nov. 9, 1878, ibid., i, 12, 
18-22; Paullin, ibid., p. 478. 

(12)  Paullin, ibid., p. 479. 

(13) Ibid. 
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he could hold intercourse. (14) 

Shufeldt then returned to Yokohama on May 1lth and went per- 

sonally to Tokio in order to bring all possible influence to bear 

upon the Japanese government, with a view to inducing it to forward 

the letter to the King. With no little reluctance the Japanese 

foreign minister consented to cover the letter to the king with 

one of his own and thus send it to Seoul on the dondition that 

Shufeldt remain at Nagasaki for a period of sixty days, instead of 

proceeding again to Fusan or some other Korean port, as he had con- 

templated doing. The letter finally reached the Korean Minister of 

Ceremony at Seoul, who, however, refused to receive it, partly for 

the reason that it was addressed to "Great Corai" instead of "Great 

Chosen", Giving further explanation of his refusal, he eaid: 

"It is well known to the world that our foreign relations 

are only with Japan, neighboring to us, which have been main- 

tained since 300 years, and that other foreign nations are not 

only situated far from us, but there has never been any inter- 

course with them." (15) 

Shufeldt rightly suspected that Japan was not anxious to have 

the trade of Korea thrown open to the world, and that Japan was un- 

willing to have foreigners see how she had imposed shameful treaty 

provisions like extraterritorality upon her defenseless neighbor. 

(14) Ibid. 

(15) Korean Minister of Ceremony to the Japanese Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, in Cruise of the Tbconderoga, II, 417~18, cited 

from Paullin, op. cit., 480. 
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He said: 

"It is her policy indeed to monopolize the commerce of 

Korea, She possesses in that country extraterritorial rights 

and rules the Koreans with an iron rod. Striving to free 

herself from the obnoxious swarm of foreigners upon her own 

soil, she is unwilling to have these foreigners see how she 

has imposed these same laws in an aggravated form unon her 

defenceless neighbor." (16) 

Japan's relations with Korea brought no aid in securing a treaty. 

During the summer of 1880, while Shufeldt was waiting in vain for 

news from Korea, he made the acquaintance of U Tsing, the Chinese 

Consul at Nagasaki, who wrote to Li Hung Chang, informing him of 

the Commodore's mission to Korea. (17) Under the date of July 

23rd the shrewd viceroy Li invited Shufeldt to Tientsin to talk 

over matters. The Commodore accepted the invitation. (18) 

China herself was on the verge of war with Russia over the 

dispute of Fuldja. How did it happen that China, despite her own 

complications, turned her attention to Shufeldt's mission to Korea 

and invited him to a conference with fiattering words? Did Li 

Hung Chang want another Gordon on the sea in order to meet Russia? 

The underlying cause of Li's invitation of Shufeldt was more than 

that. China had awakened to the fact that she had blundered in 

(16) Shufeldt to Thompson, Oct. 13, 1878, ibid., 477-478, cited 
from Paullin, ibid., p. 480. 

(17) Shufeldt, Korea's Troubles, in the San Brancisco Chronicle, 
Oct. 30, 1887, p. 23 Paullin, ibid., pp. 480-481. 

(18) Ibid. 
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her Korean policy. Fearing to assume responsibility for Korea's 

action China maintained the view that although Korea was regarded 

as a country subordinate to China, yet she was wholly independent 

in everything that related to her government, her religion, her 

prohibitions, and her laws; in none of these things had China in~ 

terfered. She held this position in dealing with France in 1866 

and America at least twice - in 1866 and 1873. China was not in 

a position to realize the danger of such an evasive policy up to 

this time, but it soon resulted in the loss of Burma,Annam, Loo 

Choo and endangered her control of Formosa. Would the old game 

be repeated in Korea? 

In 1880 China realized that Korea was falling under the in- 

fluence of Japan and feared that the United States was striving 

to conclude a commercial treaty with Korea. This alarmed China 

more, for it seemed the United States was siding with Japan and 

was about to endorse what Japan had done with Korea by the treaty 

of 1876. It appeared then that China would stand alone against 

Russia in the Kuldju crisis and against a combination of Japan 

and America in Korea. Here was a golden opportunity for China 

to win America away from a cooperation with Japan in Korea, 

Shufeldt was disgusted with Japan's duplicity and was impatient 

for news from Korea. Li Hung Chang, being aware of this fact, 

invited him to Tientsin. 

As early as 1879 Li Hung Chang had written a letter to the 
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Tai Won Kun (19) in which he put stress upon the danger of Russia 

in Korea. Although he knew that the Japanese-Korean treaty of 

1876 was an entering wedge and even saw a possible dismemberment 

of the peninsula, he tried his best to hide his fear of Japan and 

advocated the need of opening Korea on account of the Russian 

danger. It was against his pride to admit before his vassal State 

that the Middle Kingdom was afraid of Japan's design on Korea. 

Instead he pointed out the weakness of Japan and advised Korea to 

cooperate with her like kips and teeth against their common enemy - 

Russia. Since there are many different versions of Li Hung Chang's 

letter to the Tai Won Kun it may be desirable to reproduce the whole 

text translated from the Chinese. (20) 

"...Your country made the treaty with Japan already three 

years ago and opened Tong Nai port (near Fusan) for trade. The 

trade has not yet proved to be prosperous and merchants are still 

in confusion and their security has not been assured. Since the 

time of Hideyodhi Japan has had self-conceit, which she has not 

quite overcome. Moreover, recently Seiko played a military game 

which brought further turmoil not yet ceased, and she is still 

suffering therefrom. In Japan both the ruler and the people now 

realize that their country is small in size and is honeycombed with 

minor and major difficulties; that the fate of Yin (destruction) is 

((19) Cordiel gives the exact date, Oct. 23, 1879, see his Bistoire 
des relations de 1a Chine, Vol. II, p. 583. 

(20) Submit to correction. 
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soon to fall on her. But there are still some who are calm and 

take their own part faithfully. 

"Our former minister to Russia, Ha Shi Kang, had been to your 

country with some diplomatic duty and made a very keen and accurate 

observation on the matters going on there. From his report I am 

informed that Japan, detecting Russia's unquestionable cupidity for 

territory, is now very cautious and fears her like a big tiger 

seated at her bedside. With your country, however, Japan has 

no ill feeling, but simply wishes that you would cooperate with her 

like lips and teeth. Yet Japan doubts it and dislikes indifference 

of your country. 

"Wait and note the great tendency of the world. England, 

America, and other Western countries are interested in commerce 

alone but not in territory while Russia has already grasped the 

three maritime Provinces and form our northeastern frontier she is 

about to eat and swallow more territory like silkworm and whale. 

The East Sea is the only barrier between your country and Japan in 

the east, where Russian men-of-war roam around and scout all about 

your country. In the long run, you cannot help making the prepa- 

ration of Yo<Koik (which led the third power to destroy them) and 

having the fear of Chin-Han-Wei over China. 

I understand your country opened the port of Won San for 

Jepan with trade; that Russia is secretly plotting against the 

project on the ground thet some day when you molest the Japanese 

commerce there would be war. England tried to open the very port 

for her trade, following the example of Japan, but Russia advanced 

the same argument and dissuaded her. The chief aim of Russian 
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policy is to isolate your country entirely so that whenever her de- 

sign on your country is ready to carry out there would be no one 

left who can help you and pull you out from the danger. This 

secret plen. is, of course, hidden in the dark. Be aware of it and 

prepare yourself.... 

"I also heard that Russia completed the peace with Turkey and 

settled all the European matters; and that she will turn her whole 

attention to the East with her shrewd and skillful diplomacy. She 

certainly knows how to handle Eastern States and is an expert in 

plotting. Inasmuch as your country is the earthen screen around 

the Middle Kingdom (geographical propinquity) and our friendship 

is deep how can I refrain from having a bosom conversation with 

youl...." (21) 

On August 25th, the Commodore arrived at Tientsin and on the 

following day had an interview, one of a personal and intimate 

character, with Li for nesrly three hours. Li asked the Commodore 

if there was anything he desired. The Commodore then told Li that 

although Korea was a poor country and promised little in commercial 

importance, yet, as it was in the line of ocean travel between 

China and Japan, it was of importance to secure from that government 

@ treaty of protection of American lives and property. After a 

lengthy discussion, Li told the Commodore that he would use his 

influence with the government of Korea to open negotiations, Before 

(21) Kikuchi, Biography of the Tai Won Kun (in Japanese), pp. 98-99. 
cf. Bland, Li Hung Chang, pp. 159-161; Cordiel, op. cit., 

Pe 583. 
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closing this subject it was decided that the action of the Korean 

government would be imparted to the American minister at Peking. (22) 

Li Hung Chang then invited the Commodore to come to Tientsin 

with the view of getting the opinion of a naval officer on the re- 

sult of a possible naval war between Russia and China. The 

Commodore replied that owing to the incomplete and chaotic condition 

of the Chinese navy the result of such a war would be a disaster 

for China. (23) 

In his report to the Secretary of the Nevy Thompson Shufeldt 

eulogized Li's "intelligence and judgment" and his cordial treatment. 

He expressed his hope to Thompson that "when peace was assured my 

government would permit me to assist China in the organization of 

its navy." (24) 

Since the time limit allotted to the Ticonderoga was about to 

expire, Shufeldt returned home. He was of the opinion that the 

Ticonderoga started a movement in Korea similar to that started by 

the "Columbus" under Commodore Biddle in Japan in the year 1846, and 

it was up to the United States to follow up the movement in Korea 

with a squadron of ships under a discreet officer. 

Arriving at Washington, in November, 1880, Shufeldt did not 

lose sight of his ambition, the opening of Korea, and his brilliant 

(22) Detailed account of the interview, see the Ticonderoga Cruise 
Papers, II, 466-70; Paullin, ibid., pp. 481-482. 

(23) Ibid. 

(24) Ibid. 
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career in China. Shufeldt launched a campsign,urging his govern- 

ment to appoint him to the task of unlocking Korea and aiding the 

Chinese navy. At last, Secretary of State, James G. Blaine, 

wrote to the Secretary of the Navy, on March 15, 1881, saying that 

circumstances rendered it desireble to have a naval officer of rank 

and reputation attached to the United States legation at Peking, 

and that Commodore Shufeldt was a suitable officer for the proposed 

service. (25) If circumstences were so urgent to have an attache 

at the legation at Peking, the United States Minister to China 

should have been informed of such appointment, but James B. Angell, 

the United States Minister at Feking, was not notified of the 

appointment until Shufeldt himself informed him of it at Peking. (26) 

The main reason for this lack of information apparently was the 

fact that Shufeldt's intentions were to be kept secret, and his 

position as attaché to the legation would further serve to conceal 

them. On March 18th, the Secretary of the Navy directed Shufeldt 

to report to the Minister at Tientsin for special duty, proceeding 

thence wherever the Secretary of State might designate. Blaine 

ordered Shufeldt, May 9th, to leave San Francisco on the 19th for 

China, and to stop on his way at Tientsin to ascertain whether Korea 

was ready to resume negotiations for a treaty. He was to wait for 

further instructions respecting Korea on reaching China. In the 

same instructions Blaine permitted him to aid Li in organizing the 

Chinese navy. (27) 

(25) Paullin, ibid., p. 483. 

(26) Ibid., p. 484. 

(27) Ibid. 
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Shufeldt came to Shanghai on June 2lst with his daughter, Miss 

Mery Abercrombie Shufeldt as his secretary, and thence proceeded to 

Tientsin to see Li, before reporting at the Peking legation. In 

his interview of July lst with the viceroy, the latter said that 

he had had a conversation with a Korean official in Chine respecting 

a treaty between the United States and Korea, as he had promised to 

do, and that the official was very much impressed with such a treaty. 

Li also related that there were two parties in Korea, one led by 

the King in fevor of and the other opposed to intercourse with 

foreigners, and that he had already written to the government of 

Korea on the subject but had not yet received a reply. He advised 

the Commodore that he should be patient and then eventually the 

United States would realize her wishes. Li, however, seemed to be 

less enthusiastic than at the previous interview and less willing 

to act as an intermediary. Shufeldt thought that it was due to 

the peaceful settlement of the Kuldja crisis, which lessened Li's 

dread of Russian aggression. The viceroy was also annoyed by the 

fact that the United States Minister to Japan had persuaded Korea 

to send an envoy to Tokio to confer with him regarding a 

treaty. (28) 

On the following day, the viceroy returned the Commodore's 

call, and subsequently Shufeldt accompanied him on a visit to one 

of his men-of-war and witnessed a drill conducted entirely by 

(28)  Shufeldt to Blaine, July 1, 1881; Shufeldt to Frelinghuysen, 
Han. 23, 1882; Paullin, ibid., p. 484—485. 
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Chinese officers. (29) 

On July 7th Shufeldt presented his credentials to Minister 

Angell as attaché of the legation. After calling on the Tsung li 

Yamen, he returned to Tientsin and established himself there. 

About the middle of July he had another interview with the 

viceroy. He discovered that the viceroy was again very much 

interested in the negotiations with Korea. Shufeldt conjectured 

that Li was influenced by the news of Japanese encroachments in 

Korea. Li, however, told Shufeldt that he had sent a letter to 

the Korean government of such import that it would at least elicit 

a reply, if it should not be the means of the appointment of a 

Korean official to consult with the matter of treaty. He expected 

@ reply within ninety days and asked the Commodore to remain in 

Tientsin to receive it and to meet the Korean official, if one 

be sent there. (30) 

Due to the nature of his mission itself and the advice of 

Li Hung Chang Shufeldt stayed at Tientsin and waited for news from 

Korea. The period of ninety days fixed by Li as sufficient for 

the reception of news from Korea had expired without a single word 

from Korea. Although the viceroy frequently consulted Shufeldt 

regarding naval affairs and often adopted his views, he did not 

consider Shufeldt as a candidate for a responsible position in the 

(29) Ibid. 

(30) Shufeldt to Frelinghuysen, Jan. 23, 1881, Paullin, ibid., 
p. 485, 
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Chinese navy. In fact, it was advisable to avoid that subject, for 

the Commodore's frequent visits to Chinese ships of wer and arsenals 

aroused the envy of the foreign ministers at Peking who used their 

influence to prevent Shufeldt's employment. This pressure induced 

Li to be less eager to communicate with Shufeldt, about matters 

relating to neval affairs; and Shufeldt, on his part, declined to 

mingle with the Chinese naval officers any further in order to 

maintain the dignity of his rank and station. Minister Angell ad- 

vised his ddéparture. His situetion became very embarassing, for 

if he stayed at Tientsin longer, he would be regerded as a hangeron 

to Li's court in search of a neval job. His only excuse for staying 

at Tientsin was to wait for news from Korea. (31) 

After spending the summer and the a;utumn of 1881 in such an 

unhappy condition, on December 15th Shmfeldt was informed by Li 

that a Korean official had come to Tientsin and that Korea was 

willing to make a treaty with the United States. Shufeldt replied 

that he would report the matter to his government at Washington, 

that if it wished to make a treaty it should appoint a commissioner, 

and that the negotiations probably could not begin until spring. 

The delay of the negotiations was also inevitable, for Li was about 

to depart for Pao Ting Fu, his winter capital. Shufeldt sent the 

happy news to Holcombe, United Stetes Charge at Peking since 

October, to be telegraphed to Washington. In receiving the tele- 

grem Secretary of State Frelinghuysen telegrapehd to Holcombe, 

(31) Ibid. 
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congratulating Shufeldt on the prospect of successful negotiations. (32) 

Blaine's supplementary instructions of November 14, 1881, re- 

lating to Korea, did not reach Shufeldt until June 19, 1882. He 

was instructed to obtain a treaty for the relief of American vessels 

and crews shipwrecked on the Korean coast. Should he find the 

temper and disposition of the king favorable, he was also to nego- 

tiate a treaty of amity and commerce, securing rights of trade, 

fixing tariffs, establishing consular and diplomatic representations 

and granting extraterritorial jurisdiction. He, however, was 

cautioned not to ask for too much, as the initial demands might be 

just enough to open the sealed kingdom. He was also ordered not 

to begin negotiations unless there were reasonable prospects of 

success. His stay was limited to two months. (33) He was further 

provided with the letter of credence by President Arthur, and a 

letter of the President to the King of Korea, and a vessel of the 

Asiatic Squadron was placed at his service. Frelinghuysen's in- 

structions of January 6, 1882 increased his power of negotiation. (34) 

With these instructions and preparations Shufeldt began the 

negotiations. On the 23rd of June, 1882, he wrote a letter to Li 

at his winter capital, informing him of the attitude of the Washing- 

ton government and suggesting an interview at such time and place 

(32)  Shufeldt to Holcombe, Dec. 16, 1881; Frelinghuysen to Hol- 
combe, January 7, 1882; Paullin, ibid., p. 486. 

(33) Blaine to Shufeldt, Nov. 14, 1881; Paullin, ibid. 

(34)  Paullin, ibid. 
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as was selected. Li chose his winter capital as a suitable place 

for the meeting and asked Shufeldt to come incognito. Shufeldt 

declined to do so, for it would give the negotiations the character 

of a personal intrigue between himself and the viceroy. It was 

settled that the interview should be postponed until his return to 

Tientsin in March. (35) 

It was known that the viceroy had urged the British Minister 

at Peking to start negotiations with a view to a treaty between 

England and Korda, (36) Fortunately for Shufeldt, the Chinese 

government as well as the Korean government showed no sincere in- 

terest in the opening of Korea, and his duplicity did not hinder 

the Shufeldt mission very much. 

On the surface China alone worked hard for a treaty between 

the United States and EForea in order to gratify its own ends, but 

there was a vital reason for Korea to conclude such a treaty. 

Since the treaty of 1876 with Japan, the latter began to increase 

its influence in Korea rapidly and by 1880 Korea plainly saw the 

covetous black hands of Japan and felt the pressure from across the 

channel. It was, therefore, necessary for Korea to invite an 

unselfish third power into her kingdom and to neutralize Japants 

pressure as a means of maintaining her own existence. The Korean governmen' 

took a liberal attitude and was in favor of foreign intercourse, 

(35) 
Korean Letter-Book, 17-223, 42-44, 46; Paullin, ibid., p. 488. 

(36) Ibid., 74; Paullin, ibid. 
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The United States proved to be the choice of Korea as an unselfish 

third power. Had Li Hung Chang broken off the negotiations with 

Shufeldt, it was possible that Korea might herself conclude a 

treaty directly with the United States. (37) But China's 

determination to maintain the status quo as it was before Japan's 

treaty of 1876 with Korea was so firm that she continued to act 

as an intermediary and kept Korea behind the curtain, 

Early in February Shufeldt went to Peking to confer with 

Holcombe, the United States Chargé, and an accomplished Chinese 

scholar. It was decided that Holcombe should attend the inter- 

view with Li. Shufeldt again visited the Tsung-Li-Yamen and 

found it quite cordial and eager to aid him in his negotiations. 

At Peking Shufeldt and Holcombe prepared a draft of a treaty with 

Korea. (38) 

On March 25th, accompanied by Holcombe, Shufeldt held the 

first of a series of interviews with Li. On exchanging the first 

drafts of the treaty, it seemdéd that the only vital differences 

related to the first article of the Li draft, which too plainly 

revealed the motive of the Chinese government in encouraging the 

treaty. In order to undo what Japan had done in her treaty with 

Korea in 1876 a sentence was inserted stating that "Chosen, being 

a dependent state of the Chinese Empire, has nevertheless 

(37) Holcombe to Shufeldt, Feb. 4, 1882; Paullin, ibid., pp. 488- 

489, 

(38) Ibid. 
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heretofore exercised her own sovereignty in all matters of internal 

administration and foreign relations." (39) At an interview, 

held on April lst, between Shufeldt and the Hai-Kwan-Taotai, Li's 

right hand man, the latter made known that the first article of 

the Chinese draft was the sine qua non of any further discussion, 

Shufeldt refused to assent and the interview came to an end. 

With new drafts the negotiators met at Lits Yamen on Avril 

5th. Li declared that Article I was indispensable, that the 

instructions of his government its inclusion imperative, and that 

it was written at the desire of the King of Korea. (40) Shufeldt 

presented an able argument, maintaining that since Korea was, as 

asserted in Article I, in possession of sovereign powers in respect 

to its foreign and domestic relations, the United States had the 

right to treat with her independently of the sovereignty of China. 

He also declared that such a clause might cause complications, and 

that he did not have power to connect the United States with China 

as the joint protector of Korea. In fact, this was the main cause 

of encouraging a treaty between Korea and the United States. Li 

Hung Chang's plan was upset and his shrewd underlying motive was 

utterly rejected by Shufeldt. (41) He then asked Shufeldt for 

four days to reconsider the matter. 

(39) Ibid., p. 491. 

(40) Paullin, ibid., pp. 491-492. 

(41) Ibid. 
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At the interview, held on the 19th, Li devised a new method 

which to his mind was as effective as the first article of his 

former drafts tying Korea to China's bosom. Li varied Article 

I on the condition that Shufeldt would make a request in writing for 

@ messenger to accompany him to Korea as the representative of the 

Chinese government and would state in the request that, owing to 

the fact that Korea was in a certain sense a dependent of China, 

he had requested the intervention of the Chinese authorities for 

the accomplishment of the purpose in view. To this Shufeldt 

assented. (42) He also promised to forward to the President of 

the United States a letter, which was to be written by the King of 

Korea after the treaty was signed, stating that the treaty had been 

made by and with the consent of the Chinese government. 

On second thought Li realized that his waiving of Article I 

was a rather serious blunder in diplomacy and raised the question 

of the inclusion of the same article. This time the Chinese 

statesman adopted tactics of procrastination which annoyed Shufeldt 

so much that he threatened to breck off the negotiations. He, 

however, sent a telegram to Washington, requesting, "May I insert 

in treaty with Korea an article admitting dependence of Korea upon 

China, China conceding sovereign powers to Korea. They desire it. 

TU have objected. Answer." (43) 

The attempt to insert Article I was not initiated by Li, but 

(42) Ibid. 

(43)  Shufeldt to Frelinghuysen, April 28, 1882; Paullin, ibid., p. 
439. 
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by the Peking government. During an interview between Holcombe 

and the Foreign Office at Peking, that office proposed to him 

whether in some less positive way the suzerainty of China over 

Korea might not be mentioned in the treaty. To this proposal 

Holcombe did not see any objections. Consequently the Foreign 

Office instructed Li to insert that clause in the treaty. (44) 

By April 19th, the treaty was completed with the exception of 

the statement of Chinese suzerainty over Korea. On the same day 

he informed the State Department by telegrem that all the business 

had been arranged with one exception, referred to by the telegram 

of the 12th, that he needed an interpreter and suggested Holcombe. 

No replies came from Washington. What was wrong? 

One reason for the failure of the State Department to reply to 

Shufeldt's telegrams may be traced to the publication of the famous 

Shufeldt-Sargent letter in the United States. On Janugry lst, 

Shufeldt wrote a long letter to his friend Senator Sargent to whom 

he perhaps owed his appointment, in which he spoke with great free- 

dom of the Chinese government and people of Li Hung Chang and the 

empress. Through some misunderstanding this letter was given to 

the press, and its publication was exceedingly embarassing to the 

administration. As Frelinghuysen characterized it it was an 

"extraordinary letter, brutal in its frankness." (45) 

(44) Ibid. 

(45) Paullin, ibid., p. 497. 
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"Six months residence in this city (Tientsin), the 

political center of the Chinese govermment, and an intimacy 

rather exceptional with the ruling element, h2s convinced me 

that deceit and untruthfulness pervade all intercourse with 

foreigners; that an ineradicable hatred exists, and than any 

appeal across this barrier, either of sympathy or gratitude, 

is entirely idle. The only appeal or argument appreciated 

is force...a11 sympathy will be construed into weakness, 

all pity into feat." (46) 

This unhappy incident naturally caused coldness between Shufeldt 

and the Secretary of State. The second reason was the changes 

in the Stete Department incident to the inauguration of the 

Arthur administration. Shufeldt was an appointee of Blaine, be- 

tween whom and Frelinghuysen no love was lost. The latter 

apparently was not loath to have the Korean treaty consummated by 

an appointee of the Arthur administration, namely John Russell 

Young, the new Minister to China. It is said that, when Young on 

his way to his station heard in June at Tientsin from Shufeldt 

that the treaty had been signed, he could not conceal his profound 

disappointment. (47) A third reason might be that the perplexity 

of the question itself delayed the answer from the State Department. 

It was proved by the fact that the treaty had been signed before 

an answer was devised by the Staté Department, 

(46) Ibid. 

(47) Ibid. 
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The final stege of the negotiation took place in Inchun. 

Shufeldt arrived on the U.S.S. "Swatare". Ma-Kiet Chong was 

sent on the Chinese man-of-war to represent China. The treaty 

was signed on February 22, 1882 with the exception of a slight 

modification of Article 8. The negotiations in Korea consisted 

of but little more than the sealing and signing of a document 

already agreed upon by the interested parties. It does not mean 

that Korea played no part in the tieaty negotiations in Tientsin. 

As early as April 10, 1882, Shufeldt said: "I have every reason 

to believe that there is at this moment in Tientsin a Korean 

official who is consulted at every step." (48) In accordance 

with Li's wishes the King of Korea wrote a letter to the President 

of the United States, dated two days before the signing of the 

treaty, although it had been understood that it should be dated 

after the treaty. The letter reads: 

"China has been from ancient times a State tributary to 

China. Yet hitherto full sovereignty has been exercised 

by the kings of Korea in all matters of internal administra- 

tion and foreign relations. Chosen and the United States 

in establishing by mutual consent a treaty are dealing with 

each other upon a basis of equality. The King of Korea 

distinctly pledges his own sovereign powers for the complete 

enforcement in good faith of all the stipulations of the treaty 

in accordance with International Law. 

(48) Shufeldt to Frelinghuysen, April 10, 1882, Paullin, ibid., 
p. 489. 
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"As regards the various duties which devolve upon Chosen, 

as a tributary state to China, with those the United States 

has no concern whatever." (49) 

The treaty consisted of fourteen articles in all. (50) As 

an initial treaty this was far more complete than the Perry treaty 

of 1854 with Japan and exceeded the expectations of the State De- 

partment. Following the Sino-American treaty as a model, Article 

I has a good offices clause: 

"When the other Powers deal unjustly or oppressively 

with either government, the other will exert their good 

offices, on being informed of the case, to bring out an 

amicable arrangement, thus showing their friendly feelings," 

The exchange or diplomatic representation was provided with "all 

the privileges, rights, and immunities, without discrimination," 

(Art. II), and rights of consuls were defined (Art. I). Protection 

of shipwrecked Americens and of lives and property of American 

résidents in the open ports is secured. The United States citizens 

are also protected by the rights of extraterritoriality, but an 

innovation is the proviso that "whenever the King of Chosen shall 

have so far modified and reformed the status and judiciel procedure 

of his kingdom that, in the judgment of the United States, they 

conform to the laws and course of justice in the United States, the 

right of extraterritoriality jurisdiction over the United States 

(49) Cong. Record, Vol. 19, pt. 9, pp. 8135 seq. 

(50) Chung, Korean Treaties. 
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citizens in Chosen shall be abandoned." It was also provided 

that each contracting party should comply with the customs regula- 

tions of the other country, and that the tariff in Korea was 

figzed - 10 per cent ad valorem duty on articles of daily use, 30 

per cent on luxuries, and 5 per cent on exports, and no transit 

dues were allowed. (Art. V). 

Koreans were pefmitted to "reside and to rent premises, pur- 

chase land, or to construct residences or warehouses, in 211 parts 

of the United States, whereas the Americans were given similar 

rights in any of the open ports of Korea. (VI). 

Opium treffic and the exportation of red ginseng were strictly 

prohibited, and the exportation of rice and breadstuffs of every 

description from the open port of Inchun was also barred. (Arts. 

VII and VIII). 

Although students of either nationality were welcomed to study 

the language, literature, laws and arts, there was no provision of 

freedom of faith. 

Unilateral and unlimited most-favored~nation treatment was 

inserted following the example of treaties of Japan and China 

with the Western powers. In comparison with these treaties the 

Shufeldt treaty had, however, one improvement by making the most- 

favored-nation treatment conditional. (51) 

(51) The peculiar application of the most-favored-nation clause 
im the Orientel treaties see, Hornbeck, The Most-Favored-Natgon 

Clause in Commercial Treaties? Bulletin of the University of Wis- 
consin, No. 343. 
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"The High Contracting Powers hereby agree that should at any 

time the King of Chosen grant to any nation, or to the merchants 

or citizens of any nation, any right, privilege, or favor, 

connected either with negotiation, commerce, political or 

other intercourse, which is not conferred’ by this treaty, 

such rights, privileges, and favors shall freely insure to 

the benefit of the United States, its public officers, mer- 

chants, and citizens; provided always, that whenever such right, 

privilege, or favor is accompanied by any condition or equiv- 

alent concession granted by the other nation, the United 

States, its officers and people, shall only be entitled to the 

benefit of such right, privilege, or favor upon complying with 

the conditions or concessions connected therewith." (Art. 

XIV). 

The Korean treaty was transmitted by President Arthur to the 

Senate on July 29, 1882, and was ratified on January 9, 1883. 

The resolution of the Senate expressed the understanding that 

the clause "nor are they permitted to transport native produce from 

one open port to another open port" in Article VI, did not prohibit 

American ships from going from one port to another in Korea to 

receive Korean cargo for exportation or to discharge foreign cargo, 

and the President was requested to indicate this interpretation 

to the Korean government in exchanging the retifications of the 

treaty. (52) Ratifications were exchanged at Seoul on May 19th, 

(52) Moore, Digest of International Law, Vol. V, 570. 
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and the treaty was proclaimed on June 4, 1883. 

Following the example of the United States, Great Britain 

and Germany signed treaties on November 26, 1983, Frence, June 4, 

1886, Italy, June 26, 1884; Russia on July 7, 1884, and Austria, 

June 23, 1892. (53) 

(53) Chung, Korean Treaties. 
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THE UNITED STATES, CHINA AND JAPAN IN KORFA, (1882«1883) 

The signing of the Shufeldt Treaty was important because it 

brought about a sharp clash between the Progressive Party and the 

Conservative Party in Korea, and at the same time it intensified 

the contest for Korea between China and Japan. This treaty sat- 

isfied nobody. Although China acted as intermediary for the 

treaty, it did not satisfy her desires, for contrary to her expect- 

ation, America again recognized Korea as an independent State 

and neglected China's claim of suzerainty. Jepan, on the other 

hand, resented the mediation of China in bringing about the treaty 

between America and Korea, although the treaty was, in the long 

run, beneficial to her policy in Korea. Shufeldt received the 

impression immediately after his appearance in Korean waters that 

the Japanese would have liked to retrieve the ground lost in 

their blunder of two years before by manipulating the negotiations 

in such a way that the American treaty would have been obtained 

through their agencies. (1) 

Above all this treaty put an end to the short-lived Liberal 

Party and brought back the ultra-Conservative Party into power in 

Korea. The Progressive elements in Korea were led by the young 

King and Queen, and were supported by the Japanese who represented 

the enlightenment of the West. In 1882 Japanese influence increased 

at Seoul. A Japenese officer was installed as drill master for 

(1) Paullin, The Opening of Korea by Commodore Shufeldt, in 
Pol. Sci. Quart., Vol. XEV, No. 3, p. 479. 
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the Korean army, and military supplies were purchased in Japan. 

This steady increase of Japanese influence, coupled with the 

signing of the Shufeldt Treaty, provoked the reactionary forces 

which restored the Tai Won Kun to power. This triumph of the 

Conservatives brought China and Japan face to face, for the Con- 

servative elements were blindly patriotic and strongly pro-Chinese 

and opposed the advance of Japen in Korea. 

There came a golden opportunity for both contesting parties 

to strengthen their positions in Korea on July 23, 1882, about two 

months after the Shufeldt Treaty was signed. A riot broke out in 

Seoul, instigated by the agents of the Tai Won Kun who declared 

that the spirits were angry with the netion for edmitting the 

foreigners, and thet the liberal Queen, his arch enemy, had brought 

the wreth of the gods upon them. The fundamental causes of this 

riot were hatred of foreign influence exerted at court and opposi- 

tion to the innovations introduced into Korea from abrosd. The 

immediate cause was the maltreatment of the dismissed soldiers, 

In the month of January, 1882, a Japanese drill master, Lieutenant 

Horimoto, was invited to reform the Korean military system. Asa 

First step toward the reform he established the "Special skilled 

army", reorganized the army units, and sent Kim Ok Kiun and Su 

Kwang Poom to Japan to study Japanese culture and its governmental 

system. In the course of the reform many old soldiers were 

dismissed with only one month's pay in rice which had been adulter- 

ated with sand. These soldiers aroused public sentiment and killed 

the custodian of the rice warehouse who was the right hand man of 
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Min Kium Ho, the Minister of Wer. The latter arrested the ring 

leaders for sedition. The ill-treated soldiers gathered a mob, 

which had been on the verge of starvation on account of the failure 

of the crops in the previous year, and killed the Minister of War 

and the Japanese drill master together with other members of the 

Min family. Prisons were opened and the mob turned its attack 

uvon the palace. (2) The Queen barely escaped death by disguising 

herself as a peasant women and went to Choongju about 150 miles 

south from the capital. Min Yong Ik shaved his head like a 

Buddhist priest, and after hiding in the mountains three days, 

walked to Fusan whence he escaped to Japan in the disguise of a 

monk. (3) The mad crowd now rushed to the Japanese Legation which 

was regarded as the center of foreign influence. About 5.50 in 

the evening the mob assaulted the legation. The Japanese held 

out for a time and then withdrew from Seoul fighting their way 

through to Chemulpo, where they were picked up, after a great deal 

of hardship and adventure, and were conveyed to Nagasaki by a 

British survey ship, the Flying Fish. 

A war between China and Japan was predicted everywhere. The 

Spectator stated: "The outbreak of hostilities between China and 

Japan is one of the most likely events to happen within the next 

few weeks," (4) 

(2) For detailed account, see, Hulbert, History of Koreas, Vol. 11, 
PPe 224 P seq. 

(3) For.Rel., 1885, p. 336. 

(4) The Spectator, Sept. 2, 1882. Quoted from Dennett, Americans 
in the Eastern Asia, p. 468. 
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The Tai Won Kun appeared on the scene while the soldiers were 

still raging through the palace in search of the Queen. He gave 

the signal to stop, end instantly the soldiers obeyed and quietly 

left the palace. That these soldiers, worked up as they were to 

a perfect frenzy, should have obeyed the commands of the Prince 

so instantly and implicitly seems to argue a closer connection 

with this outbreak than any other act on his part would give us 

warrant to affirm. He now became a military dictator of Korea 

after nine year's retirement from politics. (5) 

At Shanghei, Mr. Young, on his way to his new post as United 

States Minister at Peking, learned of the riot of July 23rd in 

Seoul from the Japanese consul. On August lst Young telecraphed 

Frelinghuysen asking thet the President order a naval vessel to 

Korea to protedt the American interests. (6) In reply Admiral 

Clitz was directed to place a war vessel at the disposal of Young 

who knew thet the Japanese would maintain their position in Korea 

at all cost. Accordingly without instructions from Washington, he 

dispatched the U.S.S. Monocacy to Korea with instructions dated 

August 9th to watch the proceedings, preserve strictest neutrality, 

and offer good offices if convenient. (7) The United States 

government would naturally preserve neutrality any how, yet Young 

(5)m Hulbert, Op. cit., p.229. 

(6) Dennett, American Choices in the Far Bast in 1882, in 
American Historical Review, vol. XXX, p. 88. 

(7) Ibid. 
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was all the more insistent on a policy of strict neutrality since 

the Japanese had been disposed to feel thet the Shufeldt Treaty 

had been made in the interest of Chine. To avoid all suspicion 

at Peking Commander Cotton was ordered not to join with the Japan- 

ese in any demonstration for indemnity, "if they propose it try to 

dissuade them"; (8) and at the same time make the visit of the 

Monocacy an act of courtesy to the Japanese. "T am angious", ordered 

Young, "to have it so appear. It will strengthen our relations 

with Japan, It is the most important political consideration 

attaching to your visit." (9) 

The Japanese Minister Hanabusa reported the riot of July to 

the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Inouye, and had an audience with 

the Mikado on August 8th, (10) and was waiting for instructions at 

Shimonoseki. The Japanese residents in Fusan and Wonsan feared 

lest they might also be attacked by Koreans and esked for protection 

from their government. Japanese people clamored for war with 

Korea, but the government thought otherwise after having a careful 

conference between Hanabusa and Inouye at Shimonoseki and decided 

to adopt a policy of gradusl aggression in Korea. It dispatched 

four men-of-war and a regiment of land forces, and sent back 

Hanabusa to Korea along with them. (11) 

(8) Dennett, op. cit., p. 88, 

(9) Ibid. 

(10) Griffis, Corea: the Hermit Nation, p. 440. 

(11) Ogawa, Diplomacy of Meizi Era (in Japanese), p. 107. 
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The Chinese consul at Nagasaki telegraphed to China that the 

Japanese were on their way to "seize Korea"; this at least was what 

the Korean nobles then at Tientsin were told by the Chinese author- 

ities. The power of these three nobles was disputed. The pro- 

Chinese in Korea maintained that they held powers plenipotentiary, 

while the Progressive Party said that such powers were simply self- 

assumed, Whatever their exact powers might have been it was certain 

that they were there representing the pro-Chinese Party. Cho Lyung 

Ha, the nephew of the Queen dowager Cho, knowing too well that 

Horea was helpless to resist an invasion of the Japanese, applied 

for the use of Chinese troops which he might take to Korea. Cho's 

first request was refused, but in his second request he acted him- 

self with powers plenipotentiary. The use of the Chinese soldiers 

was granted to him; he and his colleagues came to Chemulpo with 

the soldiers on board Chinese vessels of war under the command of 

Admiral Ting. China was officially represented by Ma Kien Tsung, 

"Tt was from this hour that that faction (Conservative) turned 

unreservedly towards China and gave the latter occasion for be- 

ginning a series of encroachments upon Korea's practical independence 

which ended in the China-Japan war," (12) 

At the time the news of the riot came to Japan there were two 

Korean nobles Kim Ok Kiun and Su Kwang Poom in Tokio, who had gone 

there to study and to make purchases for the Korean army. They 

were informed that Japan was about to send an expedition to Korea 

(12) Hulbert, op. cit., p. 231. 
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with the purpose of seizing their country. They rushed to the 

Japanese Foreign Office and made inquiry as to the exact object of 

the expedition. They were assured that Japan did not have any 

intention to seize Korea, and only sent a force there to protect 

her subjects in Korea. Being satisfied with this assurance, they 

decided to proceed to their country with the Japanese forces. 

Anticipating Cho would bring Chinese soldiers, they had drawn up 

during the voyage from Japan a series of arguments in writing 

against the employment of Chinese troops by Korea, and favoring 

the use of the Japanese force to restore order there. (13) 

The Japanese vessels steamed into Chemulpo on the 12th and foufid 

three Chinese men-of-war with 25,000 troops on board under the 

command of Admire] Ting. (14) Before any one of these two forces 

landed the Korean nobles on the Japanese ship began to argue the 

legality of using the Chinese troops. After a prolonged discussion 

it was agreed that they should submit the matter to the King, if 

possible. Kim Ok Kiun, being against the landing of the Chinese 

troops, disguised himself as a commoner and went to Seoul to 

submit the question - should the Chinese land and enter the capital 

or not - to the King. He found that his bitter enemy, the Tai Won 

Kun was in charge of the King's person, and that it was impossible 

to reach the King. His mission failed, and he returned to Chemulpo, 

whereupon the Chinese force landed and enterdd Seoul. The Chinese 

(13) fFoulk to William EB, Chandler, Dec. 20, 1884, Foulk Papers. 

(14) Ogawa, op. cit., p. 107. 
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troops later increased to 30,000 men and remained in the capital 

until June, 1884, when they were reduced to 1,500. (15) 

The U.S.S. Monocacy left Chefoo on August 12th and arrived at 

Rose Island on the following day. Commander Cotton found two 

Japanese ships of war under the command of Rear Admiral Nire, 

1200 troops under the command of Terauchi,and a Japanese dispatch 

vessel and two transports. The Japanese minister was a few miles 

in the interior. He also noticed that there were Chinese steel 

cruisers, on board of one of which the Chinese envoy, Ma's flag 

was flying, and thst Admiral Ting had already returned to Tientsin 

for troops and more ships. (16) 

The Chinese envoy lost no time in pacifying the riot. On 

August 13th he issued a proclamation declaring that Korea, a 

dependency of China, had always acted in accordance with established 

customs, but due to personal interests powerful functionaries abused 

the administration and brought the disastrous riot of July 23; that 

the Emperor of China was informed that the Tai Won Kun had been the 

ring leader of the riot, and His Majesty sent the troops to bring 

him to China, but the people should not be alarmed over it; that 

they should not be led astray, keep quiet, and refrain from any 

rebellious proceedings; and that the Emperor would treat the King 

and the people with great kindness, as though they were his own 

kin, (17) 

(15) Foulk Papers. 

(16) Dennett, op. cit., pp. 88-89. 

(17) Ogawa, op. cit., pe 110; Dennett, ibid. 
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Under an ostensible invitation of the Chinese minister the 

Tai Won Kun came on board of the Chinese man-of-war which took him 

into exile to China. (18) This was done because the Chinese 

realized that the presence of a man like him in Seoul having un- 

limited cupidity for power and disregarding the means he employed 

in obtaining his ends, their design in Korea would be foiled; 

and that his adventerous policy might bring further complications 

between China and Japan. 

é After his departure the King was restored, and the court was 

again surrounded by the members of the Min family. With the aid 

of the Chinese troops order was restored in Seoul. 

The Chinese Emperor himself issued an Imperial decree which 

reiterated the tributary status of Korea; that "the Throne was al- 

ways looked upon her happiness and her sorrows with the same in- 

terest as upon those of Our own family"; that the Tai Won Kun should 

be punished , and that the guarantee for the future peace of Korea 

was commissioned to Li. Hung Chang and his associates. (19) 

On August 14th Commander Cotton addressed a letter of sympathy 

on behalf of the United States to Hanabusa, and had an interview 

with Admiral Nire. During this interview Cotton expressed his 

wish to communicate with the representative of the Korean government, 

(18) Peking Gazette of Sept. 25, 1882, quoted from Dennett, op. 
cit., p. 98. 

(19) ‘The Imperial order concerning his treatment, see Douglass, 
Pp. 133. 
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but Nire declined the proposal and thought that due to the exist- 

ing circumstences, the Chinese minister would be more able to 

arrange such an interview for him. Accordingly through the 

Crinese minister on the afternoon of the 16th the interview be- 

tween Cotton and the minister of war, a cousin of the King, 

and the under secretary for the interior, took place. The visit 

was @ very pleasant one and lasted some time. In the course of 

the conversation, Ma himself acting as an interpreter, the Korean 

representatives told Cotton that the King knew of his arrival and 

that they hed been sent by him to pay this visit. (20) 

Japan paid no attention to China's claim of suzerainty over 

Korea and dealt directly with Korea. On August 16th Minister 

Hanabusa left for the capital with an impressive military escort. 

While the party was crossing the Han River they were met by 

Governor Hong of Kyung Ki Province and were requested by him to 

stay outside of the city, for unrest was still pregailing in the 

capital since the July 23rd affair, and due to the burning of so 

many houses the housing accomodations for his party were lacking. 

Hanabuse paid no heed to Governor Hong's request and entered the 

city. On the 20th the Japanese minister had an audience with the 

King of Korea, and presented Japan's demands with the allowance of 

three days for a reply. (21) Since the court was still puzzling 

(20) Dennett, op. cit., p. 104. 

(21) Ode, Recent History of Korea (in Japanese), p. 96. 
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over the fate of the Queen, who had escaped from the capital on 

July 23rd and had been reported dead, the Prime Minister Hong Soon 

Pak requested Hanabusa to postpone the matter for the time being. 

Hanabusa replied that after all the search for the Queen was a 

domestic affair, which could not delay the settlement of a serious 

diplomatic question. Notwithstanding the reports of the Queen's 

death Hanabusa was of the opinion that she was alive. He mentioned 

this fact to Commander Cotton on August 26th. (22) He then with- 

drew from Seoul on August 25th to a Japanese warship in Chemulpo, 

yet left his secretary in the capital so that the door for further 

intercourse would not be entirely closed. 

Upon Hanabusa's return to Chemulpo Commander Cotton sought 

for an interview with him in order to pay his respects. On the 

26th the interview was granted but he received no information from 

the Japanese minister beyond the bare fact that he had been to 

Seoul; that he had an audience with the King; and that the King 

was under stress and not free to carry out his own policy. 

"Altogether", reported Cotton to Young, "I was led to infer, not 

a very satisfactory interview, as mine with Mr. Hanabusa, assuredly 

was not." (23) There were good reasons for the unsatisfactory 

interview between Hanabusa and Cotton. On the very day Cotton 

had his interview the Japanese minister sent an ultimatum to the 

Korean prime minister demanding a reply within three days. 

(22) Dennett, op. cit., p. 104, 

(23) Dennett, op. cit., p. 101. 
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(183) 

In concluding the ultimatum the Japanese minister said “in order 

to spare the lives of the both countries I order to anchor the 

Jepanese men-of-war for two more days and wait for honorable news 

from the Seoul court." Having no alternative the King sent Li You 

WOn and Kim Hong Jip as plenipotentiaries to Chemulpo in order to 

negotiate with the Japanese minister. At the end of August Korea 

accepted Japan's original demands with some alterations in word- 

ing. (24) 

The Chemulpo convention provided that the Korean government 

should arrest the ringleaders of the riot within twenty days from 

the date of the conclusion of the convention and inflict severe 

punishment upon them. Japan might appoint deputies to accompany 

the Korean authorities in making arrests. If the arrests were 

not effected within the specified time, the Japanese government 

would take the matter into its own hands (Article 1). The Japan- 

ese victims would be buried with all the customary honours by the 

Korean authorities as a token of regret at their fate (Article 2). 

The Koreen government would distribute the sum of 500,000 yen to the 

families of the deceased Japenese and to the wounded as an ecetneuial 

of sympathy (Article 3). The sum of 500,000 yen would be peid by 

the government of Korea as indemnity for the sudden atteck of the 

mob upon the Japanese legation and the damages done to the premises, 

end for the expenses in dispatching naval and military forces to 

protect the Japanese minister. This sum should be paid in five 

(24) Oda, Op. cit., p. 96. 
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(184) 

annual installments (Article 4). The Japanese legation would 

maintain a specified guard of soldiers as a precaution against 

disturbances, and for this guard the Korean government should 

undertake to provide barracks. If for the space of one year the 

Korean soldiers and people would observe the laws, the Japanese 

minister, on being satisfied that it was no longer necessary to 

guard ageinst disturbances, would withdraw the troops. (Article 5). 

The Korean government would dispetch an officer of high renk pro- 

vided with a letter from the King thanking the government of Japan. 

It was not specified for what the Korean government was to thenk 

Jepan (Article 6). There were two supplementary articles attached 

to the convention, which gave to Japan far superior commercial 

advantages than to the Westerners. The limit of travel at the 

foreign settlement at Won San, Fusan, and Chenmlpo was enlarged 

to 50 Korean 1i in all directions. After a period of twenty- 

four months reckoning from the date of the ratification of this 

treaty the limit of travel should be further extended to 100 li. 

At the expiration of a year from the date of the treaty the port 

of Yang Wha Jin should be opened to foreign trade. Japanese dip- 

lomatic and consular officers with their families, staff, and 

servants should be permitted to travel freely throughout the in- 

terior of Korea with passports issued by the Board of Rites upon 

the notification of such officers. The local officers would 

grent the bearer of such passports "protection and escort", (25) 

(25) Oda, op. cit. ’ po. 96.97; Dennett, op. cit., pp. 106-107, 
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During his stag at Rose Island for sixteen days Commander 

Cotton received no "original information" at all from the Japan- 

ese; whereas the Chinese envoy and Admiral Ting entered into full 

and unreserve discussion of affairs, and gave him all the informa- 

tion there was to be had. (26) While the negotiation between 

Japan and Koree was going on Cotton secured no information what- 

soever from the Japanese. Even after the signing of the convention 

he could not obtain a copy of the agreement, It was Admiral Ting 

who furnished all the news concerning the hegotiations and provided 

him with a copy of the convention. After fulfilling his colorless 

mission Cotton left for Chefoo on September 4th. 

About two weeks later (Sept. 20) at the request of Minister 

Young, Mr. Holcombe went to the Chinese foreign office. H. E,. 

Wang, a member of the privy council, told him thet "the Chinese 

government was very grateful to Minister Young for sending an 

Americen vessel of war to Koreasas her commander had acted with 

great prudence and discretion, and the presence of the ship had 

done much to moderate the demands of the Japanese and to bring 

about an amicable settlement of the question at issue." (27) It 

was but a flattering statement. The presence of the U.S.S. Monocacy 

moderated nothing. The reports of the Commander to Young showed 

that he could neither approach the Jepanese nor secure any infor- 

metion, not to speak of moderating the demands of Japan. Japan 

IRCCS ALT? CTR SERENE SN Te REE AR EE aT aoe 

(26) Dennett, op. cit., p. 99. 

(27) Dennett, op. cit., p. 107. 
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geined what she had wished to gein. Had Young's opinion any 

weight or brought any bearing upon the Japanese, there would not 

have been the provision for indemnity, which he bitterly opposed 

above all. Neither would the sovereign of Korea have been held 

resvonsible for the riot. Young said: 

"It is, I think, much to be regreted that the Japanese 

authorities in making their convention should have insisted 

upon an indemnity....The principle which Japan here accepts 

in its application to Korea is the very principle against 

which her government has been contending when applied to her- 

self by the Western powers....There was everything about the 

massacre in Korea to be deplored. Hut there was no reason 

for holding the sovereign or the people responsible. It 

was one of those sudden, inexplicable outbreaks of popular 

frenzy which have so frequently attended the efforts of the 

Western powers to open commercial relations with the Asiatic 

nations....In the case of Japan, her policy towards the 

Koreans has not always been conciliatory....It is clear that 

the Koreans have imbibed towards the Japanese a feeling of 

distrust." (28) 

So far as the insertion of the indemnity clause in the convention 

was concerned, even the Chinese envoy Ma himself had no knowledge 

of it. (29) ‘The Chinese government, therefore, expressed a hope 

that the United States might find some way to speak a word to 

(28) Dennett, op. cit., pp. 90#91. 

(29) Ibid., p. 108. 
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(187) 

Japan on this point. (30) 

A few weeks later the King issued a proclamation which ex- 

plained the necessity of peaceful intercourse with other nations, 

and that such intercourse would not disturb the religion of their 

ancestors or their culture. "If the foreign doctrine", advised 

the royal proclamation, "is to be regarded as a doctrine of 

lechery and sensuality, then it can be kept at a distance; if 

foreign mechanism is advantageous, then we can reap advantage from 

it and use it to increase our wealth....Let scholars attend 

diligently to their studies, and the people to their agricultural 

pursuits; let there be no more talk about 'European! and ‘Japanese! 

or any further stirring up of sedition and trouble." (31) 

The trouble was all over and everything seemed to be normal. 

But now China's policy of maintaining her supremacy in Korea be- 

came more concrete and positive, as Japan's encouchment was acute. 

Chine not only claimed paper suzerainty but earnestly sought for 

actual control by economic and political domination over Korea, 

Chine sent her trusted officers to the Korean customs service and 

Foreign Office through whom she could dominate the Korean affairs 

for her interests. It was positively maintained by the Progressive 

elements that as the result of the use of the Chinese troops in 

suporessing the riot of 1882 China obtained a new agreement from 

(30) Ibid. 

(31) For. Rel., 1883, p. 171. 
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(188) 

Korea, which made Korea more intimately a dependency of China than 

had ever been the case before, Mr. Foulk was fully convinced 

that as a consequence of the use of the Chinese force a secret 

agreement was made but he was not sure when it was made and what 

the terms were. (32) It is not certain whether there was any 

abr = of political nature which supports the accusation of 

Kim Gisea Su Kwang Poon, who informed Mr. Foulk of the existence 

of the alleged agreement, but it is true that China dictated a 

commercial convention with Korea. 

In September, 1882 Li Hung Chang made commercial and trade 

regulations for the subjects of China and Korea which bore no 

evidence of having even received the approv2l of the King of 

Kore2. (33) In the preamble of the regulations it is maintained: 

"Korea having been, from ancient times, a tributary 

State, the canons of her intercourse in 41]1 metters with the 

government of China are fixed and need not be changed." (34) 

A more astonishing statement is that the commercial and trade reg~ 

ulations established were not regarded "as so many concessions on 

the part of China to her tributary Stete, and are not within the 

scope of the 'favordd-nation rule!', existing between the several 

treaty powers and China." (35) ‘The King was not given either the 

PR os TEE WL RL a ORS CL ee OF ee oh aE te 

(32) The Foulk Papers. 

(33) Dennett, Americans in Bastern Asiga,p. 470. 

(34) For. Rel., 1883, p. 173. 

(35) Ibid. 
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(189) 

right of ratification or rejection of the regulations. Article 

VIII simply provided that the regulations should go into effect at 

once, and that "Hereafter such additions or alterations as may be 

necessary will be from time to time discussed by the Northern 

Superintendent of foreign trade and the King of Korea, and, when 

agreed to, will be submitted to His Imperial Majesty for his 

approval." (36) 

The Northern Superintendent of foreign trade was given the 

right to appoint Chinese commercial agents at the several open ports 

in Korea, Such agents were to communicate with Korean authorities 

upon the terms of equality. The King of Korea, on the other hand, 

was to appoint an envoy to reside at Tientsin, not Peking, and 

commercial agents at open ports in China. This envoy and these 

agents appointed by the King were to communicate with the local 

authorities on equal terms. 

Nor did China forget to insert rights of extraterritoriality. 

Suits at law between Chinese subjects at the open posts in Korea 

should be heard and determined by the Chinese authorities. In all 

civil and criminal cases in Korea, in which Korean subjects were 

Plaintiffs and Chinese subjects defendants, arrests should be made 

and the cases heard and determined by the Chinese commercial agents. 

In cases in which Chinese subjects were plaintiffs and Koreans de- 

fendants, it should be the duty of the proper Korean authorities 

to arrest and produce the defendants, and, conjointly with the 

(36) For. Rel., 1883, v. 173. 
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Chinese authorities, hear and determine the case according to law. 

(Art. 11). If at any point in the interior of Korea Chinese under 

passports were guilty of offenses against the laws of Korea, they 

may be arrested by the local authorities and delivered to the 

nearest Chinese commercial agent for his action. But Koreans in 

China were relegated to the exclusive jurisdiction of the local 

authorities, the Korean commercial agents having only the right 

to ask a new trial. (37) Mr. Young was right in saying: 

"Nothing would gratify China and Japan more than for 

the Western nations to abandon this right (of extraterritori- 

ality). Yet when Japan and China, who resent extraterritor- 

iality forced upon them by Western treaties, come to deal with 

a sister nation, they compel Korea to grant them the same 

privilege." (38) 

The commercial concessions to Chinese in Korea were harmful. 

In return for the very meager ancient right of Korean merchants 

to trade in Peking annually, Chinese were permitted to open ware- 

houses and establish themselves permanently as merchants at Yang 

Whe Jin and Han Kang, the west and east suburbs of Seoul, besides, 

of course, the open ports of Korea. Chinese were also permitted 

to frequent two trading posts established Eui Ju and Hoi Lung 

in Korea. As equivalent to this Koreans were given the same 

privileges at Chamen and Huei Chun. At these trading posts 

(37) For. Rel., 1883, 174. 

(38) Ibid., p. 173. 
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Chinese were to pay a uniform duty of five per cent on all exports 

and imports except red ginseng which was to pay fifteen per cent. 

(Art. V). Koreans were placed at a far more disadvantageous 

position in China than even the Westerners. Koreans were forbidden 

to transport foreign or native produce to the interior of China, 

and could only bring out native produce 6rom the interior upon the 

payment of all local taxes and likin. 

Not satisfied with these unique concessions and privileges in 

Korea China induced the King of Korea to request the Northern 

Superintendent of foreign trade to appoint one of the vessels of 

the China Merchants! Steam Navigation Company to make one round trbp 

between China and Korea each month, for which service a certain 

subsidy should be paid by the Korean government. (39) And the 

maritime intercourse between the two countries was permitted (Art. 

VII). 

To summarize all the privileges denied to the foreigners 

and granted to Chinese alone in Korea were: 

1. To add or alter commercial regulations by the approval of 

the Chinese Emperor. 

2. To reside and trade at four points in the interior. 

3. To travel in the interior under passport and right of extra- 

territoriality. 

4. To hake native produce from one open port to another, 

(39) For. Rel., 1883, p. 175. 
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5. A discrimination of the duties on all foreign merchandise 

importing through certain route into Korea, 

On the top of this economic domination Li Hung Chang sent one 

of his most trusted secretzries, Yuen Shih Kai, as Resident of 

Seoul and his personal representative, von Mollendorff, formerly 

of the German consular service, as Inspector of the Korean customs 

and member of the Foreign Office. The latter arrived in Korea in 

the spring of 1883, and "it was expected of him that he would, by 

his advice, shape affairs in the interests of China and maintain 

the recognition of China's suzerain rights." (40) 

The Seoul court now found time to think of the pending ratifi- 

cation of the Shufeldt Treaty, and sent Cho Lyung Ha and Kim Yun 

Sik, Senior and Junior Ministers of the King of Korea, to Tientsin 

with the instructions to explain the July 23rd affair to the 

Americans and to show the desire of the King to have the treaty 

ratified without any delay. The two ministers conveyed to 

Minister Young the following correspondence: 

"The affair of July 23rd in our country was purely an 

internal difficulty which has already been completely adjusted. 

The treaty which has been signed and sealed will be carried 

into effect in all the particulars of its several stipulations 

in accordance with the provisions of international law, if 

your government ratifies this treaty and appoints an envoy, 

(40) Morse, International Relations of the Chinese Fmpire, 
Vol. III, Pe 10, 
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it is requested that he may come to In Chun (Chemulpo) and 

exchange certificates of ratification, to the end that the 

two governments with their respective citizens and subjects 

may mutually enjoy the benefits arising from its observance. 

fhe undersigned having come to Tientsin upon official busi- 

ness, and hearing that exaggerated reports may have reached 

your government and created a feeling of distrust have felt 

bound to make this communication to which they beg your 

attention." (41) 

China was not only contemplating her supremacy in Korea by 

commercial arrangements and placing her trusted officers in the 

government but was preparing to check Japan's advance in Korea by 

force. China realized the strategic value of Korea to her nation- 

al defense more fully as Japan's arbitrary action was displayed in 

the Seoul court. After the conclusion of the commercial regula 

tions in September Chang Pei Lun memorialized the throne: 

"Japan is becoming every year more arrogant towards 

China, and has even ventured to the seizure of the Loochoo 

Islands and will seize Korea....We must check the arrogant 

claims of Japan and assert once for all time our superiority 

over her. But this we cannot now do but must make steady 

preparation," (42) 

He counted upon Western nations to be China's ally in the case of 

war with Japan, for China had abundant economic rewards to give to 

(41) Dennett, Amer. Hist. Rev., vol. xxx, p. 92. 

(42)  Hayasi Secret Memoires, p. 312. 
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its Western allies. 

In the reply to the Chang Pei Lun Memorial Li Hung Chang 

agreed with Chang with few exceptions. First, by Japants clever 

international diplomacy she had made a good impression abroad, and 

for that reason in case of conflict with China she would get help 

from the foreign powers, Second, he thought that China had no 

right to interfere on the question of ihe Ghanelpe convention 

between Japan and Korea, for "the convention lately concluded 

between Korea and Japan is merely the consequence of the attack on 

the Japanese legation at Seoul, committed by conspirators, and 

which was followed by a massacre of Japanese residents at that 

Place." (43)  Contradicting himself, Li Hung Chang said: 

"In the treaty between Korea and Japan the latter 

recognizes Korea as an independent State, without any re~ 

gard to us. But respecting this we must remember that 

China has never recognized Korea as an independent State, 

in which course other powers have agreed with us, and this 

has led them to assume an attitude opposed to Japan." (44) 

Within a period of less than a year from the signing of the 

Shufeldt Treaty the Korean situation certainly changed so greatly 

that formulating an American policy in Korea became a great puzzle 

for the Washington government. The King and progressive Koreans 

looked upon the American treaty as the wedge which at least 

(43)  Heayasi, op. cit., p. 316. 

(44) Ibid. 
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politically freed Korea from China, for they understood that China's 

permitting it was a declaration to the world that Korea wes at 

least no longer a complete dependency. The action of Cho Lyme 

Ha after the riot of 1882 in bringing Chinese troops and its results 

forced Kerea into the new agreement with China after the American 

treaty had stipulated. Thus the effect of the American treaty 

on the independence of Korea was annulled. For that mtter the 

Kang Wha treaty of 1876 with Japan was also reduced to waste papers 

so far as the first article declaring the independence of Korea was 

concerned, 

In making the American treaty Korea claimed independence and 

before the treaty was retified was forced into a dependency by 

her own officials acting in the name of their King; yet the hope 

of the King was to maintain his independence. On the part of 

China, by vermitting the American treaty, she acknowledged the in- 

dependence of Korea; but before the treaty was ratified she by the 

new agreement placed Korea under suzerainty or held it like a 

trump card to be produced when the Western powers should claim 

Korea's independence. (45) Japan's policy in Korea was to uphold 

the independence of Korea so that she could gobble up the peninsula, 

The motive of Japan's policy was not at all unselfish and conflicted 

with that of China from the beginning. With all the contesting 

parties in Korea the United States maintained friendly terms, 

whereas to the proposed victim of their intrigues by the Shufeldt 

Treaty of last year it was bound by "good offices" or mediation 

(45) ‘The Foulk Papers. 
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cleuses. If the United Stetes had any able statesmen they might 

cut the gordian knots either by continuing their intimative 

policy in Korea or supporting someone's lead; but "American 

statesmanship was too unfemiliar with the fects and too inexperienced 

to frame and execute a policy which would remove the causes of war 

and make peace possible." (46) 

Admiral Enomoto, Japanese minister in Peking, late in Decen- 

ber, 1882, submitted to Young in a personal conversation the plan 

of the neutralization of Korea. (47) Young reported the stete- 

ments of the Japanese minister to Washington, saying that Japan 

could never agree to having Korea become a Chinese province and 

thus at any time a base of attack upon Japan; disclaiming any 

intention of Japanese occupetion of Korea, the admiral said that 

it had been suggested a congress of England, Germany, Russia, 

Frence, and the United States be held in Tokio to consider the 

whole Korean question; that Japan would propose in the conference 

that the powers should guarantee the independence of Korea and 

its neutrality in the event of war. He stated thet he would like 

to see Korea politically another Belgium. He had seen Sir Harry 

Parkes, the British representative, and had reason to think that 

England would favor the suggestion. The admiral thought that 

such an agreement would guarantee perpetual peace in Asia. He 

(46) Dennett, Americans in Bastern Asia, p. 484 

(47) Dennett, Americans in Bastern Asia, p. 474. 
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also expressed great confidence in Russia, which had treated Japan 

very well in Korean matters. (48) 

This was the only really constructive proposal ever made for 

the settlement of the Far Eastern question; (49) but it was a nov- 

elty to the Washington government and the pride of China would not 

allow her to consider the project, although at the peace conference 

of Shimonoseki she then proposed a similar scheme to Japan. 

At Washington this proposal might be looked upon as if it were a 

sort of "Entangling Alliance" in the Far East, and never received 

the slightest recognition from the government. The United States 

had chosen the path of least resistance and hoped to reap as much 

as she could in Korea. In this respect Young's despatch to 

Washington, urging the ratification of the Shufeldt Treaty, is 

significant: 

"Tt is none of our concern as to what mysterious, reli- 

gious attitude its King may choose to hold towards auaskon 

sovereign. Practically, except as far as it may affect 

Chinese and Japanese politics, the question is not important. 

A great deal must be done in Corea to develop its resources 

and excite trade before any thought need be given to her form 

of government. In this is involved the important considera- 

tion. The door is open. The people aré anxious to have us. 

They look upon our flag as an emblem and an assurance of 

(48) The report dated Dec. 28, 1882. See Dennett, Amer. Hist. 
Rev., vol. xxx, p. 96. 

(49) Dennett, op. cit., p. 96. 
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friendship. They ask us to send diplomatic and consular rep- 

resentatives. Putting aside all political consideration - 

and thinking alone of American influence in the East, and the 

advancement of our trade, I am strongly of the opinion that 

the treaty should be ratified and American interests so soon 

as possible be given in charge of American representatives." (50) 

The Shufeldt Treaty was ratified by the Senate. The United 

States government appointed Lucius H. Foote in February, 1883 as 

its minister to Korea. In his instructions Secretary Frelinghuysen 

drew attention to the discriminating commercial regulations of 

1882 between China and Korea and stated: "To this the United 

States cannot consent." (51) 

Minister Foote arrived at Chemulpo on the evening of May 

13th. In accordance with the invitation of Min Yon Mok, President 

of the Foreign Affairs, the minister's party left for the capital 

on sedan chairs and small ponies with the view of exchenging the 

ratifications of the treaty. After ten long hours! journey they 

arrived at the capital on May 17th. They were escorted to two 

houses which had been prepered for them, the one where Foote re- 

mained being the house of von Mollendorff. At 2 P.M. May 19th 

the exchange of the ratifications took place at the Foreign Office. 

On the following day at noon Foote was granted an audience. He 

(50) Dennett, op. cit., p. 98. 

(51) Korean Instructions, vol. 1, May 12, 1883; quoted from 
Dennett, ibid. 
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presented the letter of the President, his letter of credence, and 

delivered the customary address in which he maintained: 

"In this progressive age there is a2 moral power more 

potent than standing armies, and the weakness of a nation 

is sometimes its strength." (52) 

Foulk is of the opinion that the arrival of Minister Foote 

to ratify the treaty gave great uneasiness to the King, for it 

was feared that the true position of Koree might be divulged. It 

is the reason why the King danced for joy when Foote appeared in 

Seoul, for it showed them their secret was safe so far at least as 

the United States was concerned. This also explains the extraor- 

a@inary influence Foote enjoyed in Seoul. (53) ‘This statement does 

not accuretely present Korean sentiment. The King's joy to see 

Minister Foote ought to be explained differently. He took the 

errival of Foote as signal for release of China's strong hold on 

Korea, The King and Progressive elements looked upon Foote as 

savior and champion of their cause - Korean independence. 

Foote selected a house for the United States legation in 

Seoul. His family consisted of Mrs. Foote, Charies S. Scudder, 

private secretary, P. L. Jouy, an employe of the Smithsonian 

Institution, and Saito and In Chi Sa, interpreters. On account 

of China's opposition to the employment of a Japanese as interpreter 

Baito left the legation after August lst. (54) 

(52) For. Rel., 1883, p. 244. 

(53) The Foulk Papers. 

(54) For. Rel., 1883, p. 244, 
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In an audience with the King on July 5, 1883, Minister Foote 

took occasion to say that his government would be pleased to receive 

an envoy from His Majesty. On the following day, in the state 

council, it was decided to send two plenipotentisries with full 

powers om a special mission to the United States. The appointees 

for this purpose were Min Yong Ik, a nephew of the Queen, and Hong 

Yeng Sik, a son of the prime minister. 

The two envoys with the suite, nine in all, were conveyed to 

the United States on an American man-of-war. They arrived in 

San Francisco on September 2nd. President Arthur then being in 

New York city, the party was given audience in the perlor of the 

Fifth Avenue Hotel. They presented the letter from their King 

to the President, their credentials, and their address. In return 

the President addressed the envoys and reminded them that the United 

States was an Asiatic power by its geographical situation, and that 

the United States sought for no territory, "but sought to give 

and receive the benefits of friendly relations and of a reciprocal 

and honest commerce." (55) 

The members of the embassy were given the opportunity to 

examine not only the practical working of the system of American 

govermment but to see American industries and to learn American 

sources of wealth and prosperity, as well as to come directly in 

contact with American citizens and to experience many acts of 

personal kindness. 

(55) For. Rel., 1883, p. 250. 
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Since the mission was headed by Min Yong Ik, a close relative 

of the energetic Queen who led at that time the pro~Chinese faction 

in Korean politics, it is supposed that Li Hung Chang wes behind the 

embassy making a second effort to involve the United States in 

support of the Chinese claim to suzerainty over the peninsula. (56) 

"This suspicion appears the more reasonable when we find that Min 

Yong Ik soon after his arrival in Washington began to make inquiries 

of Frelinghuysen for some American advisers for the Korean govern- 

ment." (57) This assumption sadly neglects the King's intention. 

It is true that so far as the election of Min Yong Ik was concerned 

it was more or less influenced by the Queen, yet his inquiries for 

some American advisers for the Korean government was not to thrust 

the willful King to the bosom of China, but to pull the willful 

King out from China and, moreover, to checkmate the designs of 

Japan in Korea. We recall that prior to the July riot of 1882 

Japanese influence was strong in Korea, In order to checkmate 

this the conservatives invited Chinese. The latter, instead of 

returning to their country after having suppréssed the riot and 

conclusion of the Chemulpo convention between Japan and Korea, de- 

cided to stay on with the ultimate end of annexing Korea. The 

Yapanese, on the other hand, gained more prestige and commercial 

advantages in Korea after the riot. Korea then by September, 1882 

had two thorns in her flesh instead of one. To checkmate these two 

contesting States she needed a strong third power which had no 

(56) Dennett, Early American Policy in Korea, Pol. Sci. Quart. 
vol. 38, pp. 86-87. 

(57) Ibid. 
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territorial design in Korea but big enough to command, if necessary, 

the two Oriental States. The choice fell on the United States. 

This explains why the Korean government headed by the Mins sent out 

Cho and Kim to Tientsin to explain the riot of 1882 to the United 

States minister at Peking and to urge the ratification of the 

Shufeldt Treaty. This also explains why the Min Yong Ik mission 

was sent to the United States and the minister in his turn asked 

for American advisers for the Korean government. 

Had Li Hung Chang been behind the Korean embassy Min Yong Ik 

could not or would not have invited Shufeldt for a position in the 

Korean government, for the viceroy had known too well about Shufeldt's 

attitude towards China's claim to the suzerainty over Korea. In 

fact, he knew that by the Shufeldt Treaty Chinats claim was turned 

down flat, and, on the other hand, Japan's contention of 1876 was 

endorsed firmly. 

In November, 1883 Bhe President offered the U.S.S. Trenton 

at the disposal of the Korean Minister Min Yong Ix for his home 

voyage via Europe. On December 1, 1883, the embassy, escorted 

by George Foulk, sailed from New York. Another section of the 

embassy headed by Han Yong Sik under the care of Percival Lowell 

had already started for San Francisco. (58) The Min Yong Ik party 

visited Paris and London. Nothing of importance happened at either 

capital, except that in Paris the Swiss consul called and tried to 

explain to the Koreans the superior advantages of Swiss made watches 

— 

(58) Griffis, op. cit., pe. 460. 
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and in London the Japanese minister there charged that Korea was 

really acting like a dependency of China. From the beginning the 

United States tried to make a good impression upon the strange 

visitors from the newly opened country. As the Korean embassy was 

returning home via Europe, there was some fear in America lest 

the effect of their visit to Europe might dull somewhat the vivid 

impressions which they had received during their sojourn in 

America. Foulk reports that such was not the case. In the London 

museums they saw the "presents" from the Indian princes and especially 

the loot which had been taken by Lord Elgin in 1860 from the Summer 

Palace in Peking, and when they were told the story of the debts of 

Egypt by Foulk, they were drawn towards the Americans. (59) 

After passing through the Suez canal they arrived at Chemulpo 

on June 30th and reached Seoul on July 2nd. On the following day 

Min Yong Ik called upon Minister Foote and expressed his gratifica- 

tion at the great kindness shown him by the government of the United 

States. He said: 

"Tl was born in the dark; I went out in to the light, and 

now I have returned into the dark again; I cannot see my way 

clearly, but I hope to soon." (60) 

The Korean government officially expressed its gratitude for 

the kindness manifested by the American government, and entertained 

Captain R. L. Phythian and the other twelve officers of the U.S.S. 

Trenton in the court. 

(59)  Shufeldt Papers; quoted from Dennett, op. cit., p. 89. 

(60) For. Rel., 1884, p. 126, 
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Thus by exchanging embassies the friendship between the two 

countries was cemented, but would the United States live up to 

Korea's expectations? 
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RARLY AMERICAN POLICY IN KOREA (1883-1885) 

Up to the opening of Korea the United States policy in the Far 

East - especially in China and Japan - had been based on the un- 

official recommendations of General Grant. Peaceful relations 

between China and Japan were necessary in the interest of the build- 

ing up of a strong East to meet the aggressive West. (1) The United 

States, however, entered Korea with a policy which did not differ 

essentially from her policy in Japan and China and which was not 

suitable to the particular situation existing in Korea, In other 

words, the United States did not at first realize the peculiar 

political situation of Korea, and after she became acquainted with 

that situation, concealed her knowledge of it by maintaining a 

position of impartiality. 

The Washington government looked upon Korea as much of a 

sovefeign state as either China or Japan and treated her as such 

by sending diplomatic representatives of equal rank to Seoul. Its 

liberal attitude is shown by the Shufeldt treaty which was far 

more ganerous than the Harris treaty with Japan or the Cushing treaty 

with China. Neither China nor Japan at that time enjoyed the 10 

and 30 per cent tariff rates which were‘found in the Shufeldt 

treaty. Indeed China did not get such rates until the Washington 

conference, Not only was the Shufeldt treaty more liberal than 

America's major treaties with China and Japan up to that time, but 

it revealed America's liberal policy in comparison with that of 

(1) Dennett, America stern Asia, p. 473. 
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other Western countries dealing with Korea, 

Following the model of the Shufeldt treaty, the British gov- 

ernment negotiated a treaty with Korea through Admiral Willes. The 

liberality of the Shufeldt treaty aroused great opposition in the 

Yokohama Chamber of Commerce, consisting of merchants of all nations, 

particularly those of Great Britain. In behalf of the Yokohama 

Chamber of Commerce James J. Mallison wrote to Bingham, then Unitéd 

States Minister to Tokio, requesting that "an opportunity be afford- 

ed them of stating their views on the commercial clauses of the 

proposed treaty (signed by Shufeldt) before its final ratification.... 

It is obvious to your government, bearing in mind the negotiations 

now pending between the Japanese government and the foreign powers 

for the revision of existing treaties that concessions to Korea in- 

volving restrictions on travel not hitherto in force in Japan, 

will undoubtedly operate prejudicially against satisfactory comple- 

tion of their negotiations." (2) (Aug. 23, 1882) 

The Admiral Willes treaty of 1882 was not ratified and the 

following year Sir Harry Smith Parkes, the British minister to 

Peking, was sent to negotiate another treaty which would satisfy 

the British commercial interests. Such a treaty was concluded 

by Sir Parkes and Min Yong Mok on November 26, 1883. On the same 

day an identical treaty was signed between Korea and Germany. 

An outstanding contrast between the two treaties is noted in 

(2) Dennett, op. cit., p. 521. 
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the provision of the Parkes treaty that the diplomatic representa- 

tives and the consular functionaries, and the members of their 

official establishments, should have the right to travel freely 

in any part of Korea; and the Korean authorities should provide 

"such escort for their protection as may be necessary." The right 

of the Korean government to revoke the exequaturs of consuls was 

omittéd. Besides the open ports, Han Yang, (3) the capital it- 

self, and Yang Wha Jin, the western suburb of Seoul, were opened 

for trade; in the above named places British subjects were given 

"the right to rent or to purchase land or houses, and to erect 

dwellings, warehouses, and factories; they were also allowed "the 

free exercise of their religion." (Art. IV); part of the annual 

rental for British settlements was to "belong to a municipal fund 

to be administered by a council, the constitution of which should 

be determined by the Korean authorities in conjunction with the con- 

petent foreign authorities; British subjects were allowed to go 

“where they please without passports within a distance of 100Corean 

1i from any of the ports or places open to trade" (Art. IV, 6). 

All goods imported into Korea by British subjects could be trans- 

ported into the interior without any additional tax. (Art. V, 4). 

Decrees of the King of Korea, prohibiting exportation of grain, 

should "become binding on British subjects in Korea on the 

(3) With the opening of Han Yang for trade, it is declared that 
the British government would not claim for such right pro- 

vided that the Chinese government should surrender such right stip~ 
ulated in her regulations of the previous year, and that "it would 
not be granted by the Corean government to the subjects of any 
other power." Chung, Korean Treaties, p. 163. 
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expiration of one month from the date on which it shall have been 

officially communicated by the Korean authorities to the British 

Consul" (Art. V, 6); the prohibition of "the exportation of rice 

and breadstuffs of every description from the open port of Yin- 

Chuen"; tonnage dues at the rate of 30 Mexican cents per register 

ton was fixed (Art. V, 7); the Korean government or subjects may 

charter British merchant vessels for the conveyance of goods or 

passengers to unopened ports in Korea; the tariff and trade regula- 

tions should be revised "by mutual consent". The penalty for 

smuggling was lightened (Art. VI); revision of the treaty at the 

end of ten years was possible, "on giving one year's previous notice 

to the other" and "by mutual consent". (Art. XI). The import 

tariff was fixed in a conventional and specific way, and was 

arranged into six classes, - duty free, duty of five per cent, 

ad valorem, 7 1/2 per cent, 10 per cent, 20 per cent, and prohibi- 

ted goods. In export tariff there were free duty classes such as 

gold and silver, plants, samples, and traveller's luggage, and 

all other goods or productions not enumerated in Class I should pay 

5 per cent ad valorem duty. It is agreed that "the above teriff 

of import and export duties shall be converted as soon as possible, 

and as far as may be deemed desirable, into specific rates by agree- 

ment between the competent authorities of the two countries." (4) 

(Rule III). In every respect this Parkes treaty is business like 

and reveals the British policy in the Far East. 

Following the model of the Parkes treaty with Korea other 

(4) Chung, op. cit., pp. 163 seq. 
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European nations concluded treaties with Korea, - Russia, in June 

25, 1884; Italy, Jume 26, 1884; France, June 4, 1886, etc. 

The Parkes treaty, which became the model treaty for the 

rest of the European tresties,reveals the commercial character of 

European policy in Korea. By years of wearisome quarrelling, 

threats, and fights with China and Japan, England gained nothing 

more favorable than the provisions contzined in the Parkes treaty 

with Korea, which was obtained without any hardship. In short, 

America launched its own characteristic policy in Korea, namely 

peaceful and gradual commercial penetration with strict impartial- 

ity in domestic policies whereas the continental countries followed 

their old traditional Machiavellian policy and intervened in accord- 

ance with their own interests. The European alignment in Korea 

was not very different from that in China with one egception, 

that is, the two English speaking countries were at diametrically 

opposite poles. France, being Russia's financier and creditor, 

naturally sided with Russia and encouraged its policy of expansion 

in the Far East; England, on the other hand, feared Russia's en- 

croachment in the northeastern part of Asia, which might upset 

the "balance of power", and inaugurated a formidable policy chiefly 

through Li Hung Chang to check Russia's aggression. So long as 

Korea was under the shadowy suzerainty of China England maintained 

the status quo in the Far East, but now Korea was snatched away 

from China by Japan's action with the endorsement of the United 

States. The peninsula would be an easy prey to either Russia or 

Japan, for China was impatient to check their ageressions in Korea, 
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and the latter had no understanding of the political situation. 

English interests were consequently in danger, and the favorite 

policy of the balance of power was shaken. England, therefore, 

naturally backed up China and strove hard to bring back the stetus 

quo. By so doing England could cultivate Chinese friendship which 

might bring to her another brilliant diplomatic success in the 

South West - especially Burmah, and also direct China'ts attention 

to the North East where the Russian Bear was roaming for prey. 

It is, therefore, fair to say that "England was even more interested 

in the Korean question than were the Chinese." (5) Japan, on the 

other hand, grasped the foot of the peninsula more firmly and pulled 

it hard toward herself. Meanwhile America was carrying out the 

terms of its treaty with Korea as an equal independent stete. Un- 

intentionally the United Stetes supported Japan's policy in Korea. 

England and China watched the Yalu River in the north, while Russia 

and Frence were cooperating further north and along the coast. 

As a first step in carrying out its treaty with Korea the Unitdd 

States sent a minister to Seoul. England probably smiled at the 

United Stetes for commissioning a minister independent of the lega- 

tion at Peking, while Japan accepted it as tanother evidence of the 

policy of justice and an act of friendship". (6) The European 

Powers eveded a settlement of the question of Korean independence by 

commissioning their envoys at Peking as their representatives at 

(5) Dennett, Early American Policy in Korea, Pol. Sci. Quart., 
Vol. 38, p. 84. 

(6) Bingham to Frelinghuysen, For. Rel., pp. 603-604, 
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Seoul under various titles. Englend appointed a consul general as 

diplomatic representative who was made responsible to the British 

minister in Peking; Germany was represented by a consul who reported 

directly to Berlin; Frence by a "commissaire" who also reported 

directly to Paris; and Japan by a chargé or Ambassador Plenipeten- 

tiary, as the situation demanded. (7) These two facts, e.g., the 

comparison of the treaties and the mode of esteblishing diplomatic 

representatives clearly differentiates the United States policy from 

the continental policy on one hand and from the Chinese and Japanese 

policies in Korea on the other hand. 

China, with the encouregement of Great Britain made desperete 

attempts to check Japanese aggression in Korea. Her method was to 

check all progress in Korea and to secure unique commercial ad- 

vantages by attempting to incorporate Korea into a Chinese economic 

union. She also sent as "Resident" to Korea with full power, the 

most trusted and personal friend of Li Hung Cheng, who was to 

watch jealously the political situation in Korea with the assistance 

of von Mollendorff whose duty it was to shape financial and foreign 

affairs in "the interests of China and maintain the recognition of 

China's suzerein rights." (8) 

Japan's position in Korea was not quite equal to that of 

Chine despite the Chemulpo Convention and its supplementary articles 

which geve Japen the right to establish a military guard in Seoul, 

(7) Dennett, Americans in Fastern Asia, p. 475. 

(8) Morse, International Relations of the Chinese Empire, Vol. III,p.10. 
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widened the limit of travel at the open ports, opened a new interior 

port near the capitel and provided free travel for Japanese diplo- 

matic officers to the interior under the "protection and escort" of 

the Korean government. Nevertheless Japan never gave up the idea 

of swallowing the peninsula and waited for a possible opportunity 

for thet purpose, 

Such was the political background when the United States 

appeared on the Korean stage. America's difficulty in Korea was 

not in the mere existence of the contesting parties and the 

European alignment or the utter weakness of the Korean government, 

but more in the fact that "always each of the contesting perties 

was seeking to involve the American government in some obligation 

or disposition to support its pecubiar claim for the peninsula (9) 

and that the Korean government begged and solicited the United 

States to live up to the spirit of the "good offices" stipulations 

contained in the Shufeldt treaty and the King of Korea particularly 

forgot to distinguish between the personal sympathy of American 

diplomatic representatives in Korea and the attitude of the Wash- 

ington government. He counted too much upon the United States of 

America in opposing Chinats despotic interference and in checking 

both Japan's and Russia's expansion in Korea. Furthermore European 

powers and China did not approve of the liberal policy of the United 

Stetes in Korea and caused a great deal of embarrassment. For these 

reasons the United States policy in Korea became very mediocre. 

(9) Dennett, Pol. Sci. Quart., ibid., pp. 84-85. 
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As time went on her liberal initial policy changed to the one of 

retirement and procrastination and finally Korea was offered to 

Japen by Theodore Roosevelt as a prize of war. (10) 

With the view of maintaining the prestige of the United States, 

Congress reduced the post at Seoul to that of Minister Resident in 

1884. Foote thereupon resigned and his service ended on January 

19, 1885. The Chinese government as well as the European Powers 

must have applauded this action and the Chinese government lost no 

time in requesting the United States government to make the Seoul 

Legation an appendage of the American Legation in Peking, but the 

United States did not care to concede that much (Dec. 5, 1885). 

Nonetheless, this was the first retreat of the United States from 

its liberel policy in Korea. 

After Foote's resignation, George Clayton Foulk served as 

chargé for nearly two years with a brilliant record until his 

recall in June, 1887, but he never received recognition from Wash- 

ington for his service. His connection with Korea began in the 

fall of 1883 when he was appointed as one of the two escort officers 

for the Min Yong Ik mission in accordance with the request of the 

envoy. In June of the following year (1884) he was made naval 

attaché at Seoul, a unique post because neither the Peking legation 

nor Tokio had such officers at that time. From his acceptance of 

(10) ‘The Roosevelt-Katsura secret pact was made even prior to 
the Portsmouth Peace Conference. See Dennett, Roosevelt and 

the Russo-Japanese War, po. 112-114, 

(11) Dennett, Pol. Sci. Quart., ibid., p. 93. 

(12) Denby approved it but Bayard declined. Ibid., p. 99. 
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this to his recall on June, 1887, he was actually the American 

diplomatic representative in Korea. The attitude of the United 

States government toward Korea changed greatly from his appointment 

to the post of escort official to the time when he was made chargé 

after the departure of Minister Foote in January, 1885. 

His first instructions from the Department of State and from 

the Navy Department, enlarged his duties to include reports on the 

possibilities of American trade. "It is not doubted", a part of 

the Frelinghuysen dispatch reads, "that you will endeavor to mein- 

tain the best possible relations with the Chosenese government and 

people, especially should you respond to any call they may make for 

your professional advice in matters of nautical education and kind 

dred topics with which you are familiar,whenever the performance of 

such duties may not involve your actually taking official service 

under Corea." (13) Upon his arrival at Seoul (June 17, 1884) he 

took up his residence in a house provided for him by Min Yong Ik 

and others in the heart of the city so that he could easily be 

accessible to the prominent government officials? "who visited 

it in great numbers for advice and information." (14) His inti- 

macy with the Korean officials and avowed sympathy with Korean 

nétional aspirations coupled with the declared policy of his gov- 

ernment not to recognize the claims of Chinese "suzerainty", made 

Foulk an object of suspicion and jealousy on the part of Li Hung 

(13) Korea Instructions, Vol. I, 12, 1883 (Dept. of State), cited 
Dennett, op. cit., p. 89. 

(14) Foulk to W. HE. Chandler, Sec. of Navy, Dec. 23, 1884 (Navy 
Dept. Archives), Dennett, op. cit., p. 90. 
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Chang and Great Britain and the pro-Chinese Korean party headed by 

Queen Min. His eincere sympathy and his rapid attainment of the 

eereas language won the heart of the King, whose adviser he became, 

was Chestakely opposed to the dictatorial interference which China 

was now practicing in Korea. The Ming did not forget the fact that 

the Shufeldt treaty which endorsed the independence of Korea had 

been ratified and thet the United States had sent its minister to 

Korea and received his embassy very cordially. He rightly took 

these facts as recognition of the independence of Korea and stood 

up straightly in claiming all the rights of a sovereign state. 

As Japan's cardinal policy was to drive a wedge between China and 

Korea, she watched the King's mood with sympathy and waited for 

another chance to advance her interests in Korea. Russia, being 

also covetous of territory in the peninsula, took a similar policy 

and watched the outcome of the King's action. Gradually the King 

and Li Hung Chang came into conflict. For a time the King and 

Foulk, (if not the United States government), Japan, and Russia 

cooperated against China, while Great Britain and the pro-Chinese 

party in Korea formed the opposition. Foulk's intimate friendship 

with Min Hong Ik cooled off, for the latter, although strongly 

impressed with the experiences of his recent visit abroad upon his 

return to Korea followed the conservative party led by Queen Min 

and later by the Tai Won Kun. 

The riot of 1882 convinced the King that Korea's military 

weakness would furnish a pretext for intervention to both China and 

Japan and that without a reform of his army by a disinterested power 
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the existence of his Kingdom itself would be endangered. The King 

asked Minister Foote for American military officers shortly after 

his arrival at Seoul, (15) for he knew that it would be dangerous 

to employ Japanese officials since the pro-Chinese faction would 

naturally invite Chinese officers. He wanted American officers 

not only because their military tactics were superior to both the 

Japanese and Chinese, but because he looked upon America as an un- 

selfish friendly power. But the poor king did not realize that 

the United States had already adopted a policy of retreat from the 

slippery rocks of Korea and had no desire to respond to his request. 

Minister Foote, however, sent a dispatch to the State Depart- 

ment, conveying the message that the Korean government was extremely 

anxious to procure the servides of an American military officer to 

instruct and drill its troops. (16) Min Yong Ik, who had been 

deeply impressed by military superiority of the Western world, 

meanwhile took charge of military reorganization, and brought Chinese 

instructors instead of employing the "returned students" who had 

been trained in a Japenese military school.To check the growth of 

Chinese influence and the conservative party in Korea the King and 

the Progressives prayed for the coming of the American officers. 

Foote sent a telegram to Shufeldt, urging him to come quickly and 

also referred the matter to the State Department in his dispatches 

of September 3 and 17, 1884, urging the importance of acceding to 

(15) For. Rel., 1883, p. 245. 

(16) for. Rel., 1883, p. 245. 
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the request of His Majesty's government as a means of strengthening 

Americats influence in Korea. "All expenses in coming}" said 

Foote, "will be paid, and a fair salary commensurate with the 

importance of the position will be allowed." (17) 

Secretary Frelinghuysen submitted the matter to the Secretary 

of War for his consideration, with a request, that if it were 

possible he should meet the wishes of the Korean government. The 

Secretary of State also thought that the step would be a wise one, 

and that it would result beneficially to the United States in many 

ways. (18) 

The reply of Mr. Lincoln, then Secretary of War, to Frelinghuy- 

sen, stated that it was not unlikely that one or more competent 

officers could be sent to Korea; but he invited attention to the 

last paragraph of Sec. IX of the first article of the Constitution, 

which provided that "No person holding any office of profit or 

trust under them (the United States) shell, without the consent of 

Congress, accept of any present, emolument, office in title of any 

kind whatever from any king, prinee, or foreign state." (19) 

President Arthur thereupon on January 30, 1885, sent a special 

message to Congress, advising the adoption of a joint resolution in 

order to authorize "such officers as may be conveniently spared, and 

who may be selected for the duty," to proceed to Korea for the 

(17) House Ex. Doc., 48th Cong., 2nd Sess., vol. 27, No. 163. 

(18) House Ex. Doc., ibid. 

(19) Ibid. 
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purpose of training her army. (20) 

Cleveland, in his December message, 1885, referred to the matter 

again, stating that both China and Japan had approved the course 

taken by the Korean government, 

"No opportunity has been omitted to testify the friendli- 

ness of this government toward Korea, whose entrance into the 

family of treaty powers the United States was the first to 

recognize. I regard with favor the application made by the 

Korean government to be allowed to employ American officers 

as military instructors, to which the assent of Congress be- 

comes necessary, and I am happy to say this request has the 

concurrent sanction of China and Japan." (21) 

Meanwhile the joint resolution (S. R. 28) had been drafted 

which authorized the President of the United States to grant per- 

mission to one or more officers of the army to accept temporary 

service under the government of Korea, and was considered as in 

Committee of the Whole. (22) It also provided that the officers 

who might leave under this authority should not receive any pay 

or allowances from the United States during their absence from dhty 

with their regiments or copps. The resolution came before the 

Senate on February 24, 1886, and was amended so that it would read 

(20) Richardson, Messages and Papers of the Presidents, Vol. VIII, 
p. 269, 

(21) Ibid. 

(22) Cong. Record, 49th Cong., lst Sess., Vol. 17, pt. 2, p. 1721. 
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"a bill" instead of "a joint resolution," and that no leave of 

absence would be granted for more than three years. The bill then 

passed, and the vote ordering it to a third reading would be recon- 

sidered. (23) 

Meanwhile the American government delayed in securing the 

authorization of Congress to send military instructors to Korea and 

it was not until April, 1888, that these officers arrived. The did 

not render any great service for Korea, for the Korean confidence 

in the United States had been greatly shaken by the delay and the 

King realized that the United States was an uncertain friend to 

lean on in time of trouble. (24) 

(23) Ibid. 

(24) Dennett, Americans in Eastern Asia, p. 481. 
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THE COUP D'ETAT OF 1884 AND THE TIENTSIN CONVENTION 

It seemed that the riot of 1882 put an end to the aspiration 

of Korean nationalism and annulled Japan's contention that Korea 

was a sovereign independent nation. The influence of China, having 

the Queenfs party on their side, was very strong, and the Chinese 

army still garrisoned in Seoul now numbered 3,000 men, while the 

Japanese troops guarding the Legation only amounted to 130 men. 

China supplied Korea with arms, and the Chinese officers heading 

Yuen Shei Kai virtually dictated measures to the Korean government 

under instructions from Li Hung Chang, who also advanced to Korea 

“200,000 taels out of the treasury of the Chinese Navigation 

Company, and sent the German, von Mollendorff, and other foreigners, 

as instructors and advisers to Korea. China obtained from Eorea 

the right of allowing her merchants to set up firms in Seoul, and 

the 2,000 subjects of the Celestial Empire, crowding into the 

Korean capital, far outwitted the inzenuity of the handful of 

Japanese editors and political adventurers. (1) 

This situation naturally alarmed the Japanese and the Progressvie 

Koreans who had been educated in Japan and most of the members of 

the first Korean embassy to the United States. The "returned 

students" from Japan like Kim Ok Kiun, Su Kwang Poom, Pak Young Ho, 

and Su Jai Pil were especially energetic in championing the cause 

of Korean nationalism. These young men formed the Independent Party, 

(1) Wegano Ariga in Stead's Japan by the Japanese, p. 190. 
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which aimed to consolidate the independence of Korea and to reform 

their country into a modern State over night by a magic formula. 

Educated in Japan, they naturally found their model and the encourage- 

ment in Japan. Their vigorous enthusiasm devoid of sagacity, how- 

ever, prevented them from éeeing the ultimate motives of Japan in 

Korea, and they failed to realize that by relying upon Japan they 

were betraying their cause, 

Since the Chemulpo Convention Japan paused for a long breath 

while she prepared for the gradual penetration of Korea, Asa 

reward for his success at Chemulpo Hanabusa was transferred to St. 

Petersburg, for Russia was regarded as a most dangerous rival of 

Japan in the Far East. (2) In Korea Japan was represented by 

Takezoe, a timid and hesitating diplomat, who, like most timid 

folk oftén acted with great rashness, His shrewdness however was 

far superior to that of his predecessor, for he appreciated the 

value of militant action and "dollar diplomacy." Upon his arrival 

at Seoul the Yokohama Species Bank advanced a loan to the government 

of Korea for the reform of the army under Jepanese instruction 

and for publication of a newspaper, "Han Sung Soon Po?" by the 

young returned students advised by Inouye, his own secretary. (3) 

A second golden opportunity for Japanese penetration of Korea 

appeared when China became involved in a war with France over the 

(2) Oda, Recent History of Korea, (in Japanese), p. 71. 

(3) Ibid., p. 56; Ariga, op. cit., p. 189. 
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question of Tongking and Annan. Since the latter part of August, 

1883, Sino-French relations became strained and resulted in war at 

the beginning of December, 1883. There were rumors tha:! even the 

Koreans would be called upon to provide troops to assist China 

against France. Japan watched this war with particular interest 

since the war was fought by an aggressor and a sugerain power, 

China, over the question of China's suzereinty over Indo-China, 

Jepan immediately seized this golden opportunity to advance her 
so 

claim on Korea/ that she might attain at least an equal footing with 

China, 

As a first step Japan denounced China's policy in Korea and 

even predicted her defeat by France. Soon after the hostilities 

between China and France opened Minister Takezoe waited upon the 

King of Korea and denounced China while his subordinates compared 

her with even a "sea dog" in various public gatherings. On Nov- 

ember 3rd the birthday of the Japanese Emperor was celebrated 

in the Japanese Legation, and in the midst of the gala dinner, to 

which the Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs, the United States 

Minister, and the British Consul-General, and the principal Koreans 

belonging the the Japanese Party were invited, speeches were made 

by the Japanese guests against China and in favor of the alliance 

between Japan and Korea, They even ridiculed the Chinese Consul, 

who was present, who did not understand the Japanese language. 

Even the Japanese Minister Takezoe freely indulged in conversation 

respecting the hopeless state of China, and the disorganized state 

of her army and finance. (4) 

(4) Ariga, op. cit., p. 191. 
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After this mud slinging campaign, Japan offered to remit 

400,000 yen due from Korea as a part of the indemnity agreed upon 

two years before, if the King would introduce military reforms in 

Korea. (5) She then urged the King to declare officially Koreats 

independence of China with the assured support of Japan. The King 

listened but pledged nothing. About a month later Takezoe de- 

manded that Japanese merchants should be given the most-favored- 

nation treatment on the basis of the Chinese trade regulations of 

September, 1882, (6) which Korea had readily granted. This diplo- 

macy secured for Japan an economic position in Korea nearly equal 

to that of China. Finally Japan sought to secure political 

equality with China in Korea. Deriving every possible advantage 

from the Sino-French conflict in Tongking Japan took active 

measures in Koréa which culminated in the famous coup dtetat of 

December A 1884, 

, In organizing an efficient military force that could replace 

soldiers loaned by China since the riot of 1882, the Korean gov- 

érnment established four batallions of Korean soldiers and sent 

fourteen Korean young men, relatives of the Progressive leaders, 

to Japan to study modern military science as officers at the Toyama 

military school in Tokio. The leader of the students was Su Jai 

Pil, a near relative of Su Kwang Poom. In the meantime the Korean 

troops were trained by Chinese officers secured by the Mins and 

Cho Lyung Ha. 

(5) Ibid., pe 190. 

(6) Ibid. 
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In June, 1884 the Korean students returned from Japan and were 

enthusiastically gre&ted by the progressive elements. They g2ve 

an exhibition of their military drill and fencing before the King, 

"who was delighted with them 4s a child with a new toy." (7) The 

leader of the students, Su Jai Pil, was made a colonel of the Palace 

guard although he was only 17 years of age. The position of the 

returned students, however, was suddenly weakened when Min Yong 

Ik resigned from the Foreign Office and became general in command 

of the Right Palace Guard Battalion. He proposed to invite the 

ex-consul general Denby as adviser, the chéice of the Chinese 

commissioner, instead of Shufeldt, to whom he had personally ex- 

tended an invitation to come to Korea while he wes in Washington 

as the head of the Korean embassy. (8) Su Kwang Poom opposed 

this change and had the support of the King. A telegram was 

sent to Shufeldt by Minister Foote, saying: "Come at once", but 

to the disappointment of the King and the vrogressive men 

Shufeldt's coming was delayed, and Min Yong Ik secured five 

Chinese instructors for service with the Korean army. Further- 

more, Min Yong Ik organized a new "militia" from members of Poo 

Sang or the peddlers and hucksters, These guilds were made up 

of men from the lowest clesses of the people. Bands of undis- 

ciplined militia wandered at will over the city, doing pretty much 

(7) McKenzie, op. cit., p. 31. 

(8) Percival Lowell to Shufeldt, Jen. 24, 1884 (Shufeldt Psepers), 
Dennett, Pol. Sci. Quart., Vol. 38, p. 87. 
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as they pleased, and making themselves very objectionable. They 

were, moreover, entirely at the beck and call of the Conservatives 

and only too ready eat any moment to become their tools. (9) 

This was a great blow to the Progressive party - particularly 

to the fourteen students who lost all chance of holding military 

offices appropriate to their rank. With the exception of three 

students employed in General Hen Kiu Chik's batellion, the 

students were dismissed from military service and given subordi- 

nate governmental positions in the Post Office department under 

Hong Yong Sik through the influence of the Progressive leaders. 

Progressives bemoaned the growth of Chinese influence in 

Korea, and feared that even the independence of their country 

was threatened. They repeated the rumor that the King had signed 

a secret treaty which recognized China's supremacy in more 

effective form than ever before. They regarded the Mins as 

arch enemies of progress, and in self-defence planned a coup 

dtetet to wipe out the reactionary elements and to establish 

themselves in power, They received support from the Japanese 

Legation in Seowl from which vantage point Shimamura, (10) 

secretary tothe legation, kept in touch with the Progressive 

elements. Kim Ok Kiun, the leader of the Progressive Party ,and 

(9) Lowell, P., The Mmite of 1884, Atlantic Monthly, Vol. 58, p. 604. 

(10) Shimamure became acting Minister during the absence of Takezoe, 
Oda, op. cit., p. 57. 
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Shimamura had long conferences and discussed ways and means for 

executing a coup d'etet. They decided to eliminate the reaction- 

aries from the government by a general massacre, The Japanese 

government then was to grant a considerable loan to Kim who in 

return was to grant Japan further commercial concessions in the 

neme of the King, provided the coup proved successful. 

As early as October 25th, Foulk, the friend of the Progressive 

party, was informed that a coup d'etet was being proposed and he 

reported to Washington even before the event took place that a 

crisis was near at hand and one which would probably result in 

blood-shed and violence not confined to the official classes of 

Coreans. (11) On October 28th he warned Minister Foote that 

there would be "some serious outbreak in Seoul." (12) Yet Foote 

did not teke the report seriously; in fact he laughed at it. (13) 

Since Foulk had been informed of the plot as early as October he 

wes of the opinion thet "the conspiracy was set on foot at least 

more than a year ago. The endeavor to get Admirel Shufeldt to 

Korea, the sending of students to Japan are all preconcerted." (14) 

The Japenese historians, even those who admit the implication 

of their Minister Takezoe in the coup d'etet, maintain that Kim 

Gk Kium was authorized by the King to carry out the audacious plan, 

(11) For. Rel., 1885, p. 341. 

(12) Ibid. 

(13) Dennett, op. cit., p. 92 foot. 

(14) Foulk to Wm. EB, Chandler, Dec. 20, 1884, the Foulk Papers. 
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It is said that Kim Ok Kiun left a diary to that effect. XKGG 

ree thet: Kim OkoKiunobefitos xddery toothatoeifect, According to 

the alleged disry Kim Ok Kiun was admitted into the King's presence 

on the night of the 29th-30th of November, and, as there was nobody 

else in the room, he explained to the King the state of affairs 

abroad, and made him see the danger for Korea, if Japm should come 

to fight with China on the Korean question. He told the King how 

the Japanese hated the Chinese on account of the high-handed acts 

of the latter in Korea, and that if Japan should defeat China in 

concert with France she would. surely annex Korea in order to 

prevent her becoming the prey of her rival. The Queen, who had 

been listening to the conversation from behind the door, now pre- 

sented herself, and earnestly inquired of Kim Ok Kiun what was to 

be done in order to avoid this unhappy outcome. Remembering that 

the Queen was a member of the Min family, he only muttered that he 

deserved the sentence of death for having spoken to his Master and 

Lord in such an unceremonious manner, The Queen, who was no ordi- 

nary woman, now said to Kim Ok Kiun: 

"You doubt me, Kim Ok Kaun, but when it concerns the 

fate of Korea, why should I, one woman, stand in the way of 

avoiding national calamity? You had better speak out freely 

what you think," 

The King also assured Kim that he believed in the absolute loyalty 

of the latter, and, swearing that he would abide by whatever ad- 

vice Kim Ok Kiun had to offer, earnestly entreated him to do some~ 

thing for the country. Hereupon he disclosed to the royal pair 

what seemed to him the only possible way open under the circumstances, 
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and obtained from the King a secret order, written, signed, and 

sealed by the King himself, to carry out the plan. (15) Yet the tes- 

timony of Marquis Pak Young Ho, who was the close associate of Kim Ok 

Kiun and one of the chief conspirators of the coup d'etat of 1884, 

reveals that the King had no knowledge of the plot until the morning 

of December 5th when the Progressive elements already had the person of 

the King in their hands. (16) 

The Kim-Shimamura conferénces took place during Takezoe's visit 

to Tokio. As they knew the timid nature of the Japanese minister, 

they wanted to have everything arranged before his return, but when the 

minister returned from Tokio there was none so bold as he. He boasted 

to his friends that Japan had at last resolved to fight with China; 

he received Kim and heard of his plans with satisfaction. As to the 

financial arrangement there was nothing to worry about. One urgent 

matter was the time element - make hasté! strike quickly]! | : 

Kim and Shimamura summoned their friends to discuss the méthod of 

attack. According to one plan two of their friends, disguised as 

Chinese, were to call upon their enemies and assassinate them. A 

second plan provided that Kim Ok Kiun should invite the enemies to 

his new house, entertain them, and then kill them. Kim had alreedy 

invited a number of Conservatives but few accepted the invitation and 

this plan wes postponed for a more opportune occasion. (17) 

(15) Ariga, op. cit., p. 191. 

(16) Dong A Jl Po (In Korean) Dec., 1930. 

(17) McKenzie, Korea's Fight For Freedom, pp. 32-33. 
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Later in November, 1884 the organization of the first postal 

system was completed in Korea. Upon occasion of the opening of 

the building constructed for the postal service Hong Yong Sik, 

first postmaster-general end former vice-minister of the embassy 

to the United States, gave an official banquet to the Korean dig- 

nitaries and foreign representatives on December 4th. The Pro- 

gressives chose this occasion for their coup and completed their 

plans; every victim had two assassins assigned to him. During the 

dinner, the detached palace wes to be set on fire, a call was to 

be raised that the King was in danger, and the reactionary ministers 

were to be killed as they rushed to his help. Two students were 

appointed sentries, two were to set fire to the palace, one group was 

to wait at the Golden Gete for other members of the government who 

tried to escape that way. Four young Japanese, including one from 

the legation, were to act as a reserve guard, to complete the killing 

in case the Koreans failed. The commander of the Palace Guard, 

a strong sympethizer, posted his men in such a way as to give the 

conspirators a free hand. The Japanese minister promised that his 

soldiers would be ready to cooperate at the right time. (18) 

On the afternoon of December 4th the J°panese at the legation 

were busy in fetbhing ammunition and provisions from their legation 

barracks. A detachment of soldiers (19) were parading in Seoul. 

The dinner was held as planned. There were present Pak Young Ho, 

(18) Arige, op. cit., pp. 192-193. Also see Li Kiu Wan's account 
in Dong A Il Po, Dec., 1930. 

(19) McKenzie, op.cit., pp. 32-33. 
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brother-in-law to the King and Kim Ok Kiun, vice-president of foreign 

affairs, representing the Progressives; Min Yong Ik, commander of the 

Right Palace Guard battalion and Kim Hong Jip, president of the 

Foreign Office, representing the Conservatives. Besides these 

hostile guests there were von Modlendorff, Superintendent of Customs, 

Chen Cher Tang, Chinese Commissioner, representing Chinese interests, 

American Minister Foote, his secretary and interpreter, English 

Consul-General W. G. Aston; the Japanese secretary of the legation, 

and several minor officers. Japanese Minister Takezoe was absent 

on the plea of illness. Had Foulk been in Seoul he would have been 

invited to the party, but on December lst he had set out from the 

capital to make a second journey into the interior in accordance 

with his instructions from the Navy Department. (20) 

In the midst of thé harmonious and joyful gathering there came 

@ call of "Fire!" Nearly all of the guests withdrew from the table 

and went out to the doors or to the windows to view the fire. Per- 

ceiving no immediate danger, Minister Foote returned, with Kim Hong 

Jip and several others, to the table. It was, however, the duty 

of Min Yong Ik, as nema commanding the Right Guard Regiment, to 

take charge of the fire apparatus. He left the hall and surrounded 

by his breves and attendants made his way to his Yungmoon or 

official residence. When he approached the post office five young 

men, armed with swords, suddenly broke through his gusrd, killed one 

soldier and attacked Min Yong Ik. (21) He was brought into the 

(20) For. Rel., 1885, p. 315. 

(21) For full description of this unpleasant event, see Allen's 

Diary, No. I. 
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antesroom of the banquet hall, his face and clothing covered with 

blood, which was streaming from seven sword slashes. The joyful 

spirit of the dinner perty was turned into utmost panic and the 

wildest confusion. The Korean officers, divesting themselves of 

their officer uniforms as they ran, escaped ever the rear walls, 

and some of them concealed themselves amongst the coolies. Minister 

Foote sent for Dr. Allen, an American missionary physician, whose 

good care of his patient that night won the admiration and friendship 

of the King and court. Allen was later rewarded with 100,000 yen in 

cash by Min Yong Ik himself, and the government established a hospital 

of which he took charge. (22) SKeaving the wounded man in charge 

of von Mollendorff, Foote and his staff returned to the legation. 

The Progressive leaders, pretending to be very much alarmed 

for the safety of the King, hastened to the palace to inform him 

that a "great event" hed taken place and that he and the Queen must 

go with them for their safety. They conducted the King, the Queen, 

the heir apparent, and his consort and later the Queen Dowager to 

the Kyung Woon palace. Desiring to retain possession of the 

King's person, the Progressives begzed the King to send for the 

Japanese minister with his guard of soldiers, but His Majesty did 

not assent. Kim Ok Kiun and Su Kwang Poom then wrote four Chinese 

characters upon @ slip of paper, saying, "Japanese minister, come 

and guard," and sent it to the minister without any seal. (23) 

(22) Allen's Diary, No. 1. 

(23) McKenzie, op. cit., pp. 35-36, 
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At first the Japanese minister did not come, but after three messages 

of this kind, he appeared. The Progressives hoped to complete the coup 

d'etat without the intervention of the Japanese minister in order to 

avoid diplomatic complications, but now the palace was surrounded by 

200 Japanese soldiers. At the interior gates the returned students 

were posted while the guard outside the palace consisted of 800 Korean 

troops under command of the Progressive General Han. The King was 

obliged to issue a number of edicts and to write notes to his princi- 

pal Conservative ministers, summoning them to his presence. As 

the ministers arrived, one by one, each in his turn, was despatched 

by the students. (24) This "Oriental election" continued until the 

next morning with the result that seven members of the reactionary 

ministry were killed. (25) The King was also forced to grant the 

Japanese an important railway concession from Fusan to Seoul, and 

even to declare his independence of China. (26) Finally reforms were 

ordered making the country a modern State on paper. In the new 

cabinet, Hong Yung Sik, the former post master general, was made 

prime minister, Kim Ok Kiun, second officer of the royal tDeasury, and 

the seventeen year old lad, Su Jai Pil, general commanding a guard 

regiment. 

(24) McKenzie, op. cit., p. 35. 

(25) Morse, op. cit., pp. ll. 
The reactionary ministers who were killed were Cho Lyung Ha, 

Min Tai Ho, Min Yong Mok, Han Kiu Jik, Yun Tai Chun, and Li Cho Chun. 

(26) Dennett, op. cit., p. 92. 
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iibout midnight on December 4th messengers came to Minister 

Foote from the King, asking him to come to the palace with his wife 

and suité, since his Majesty feared somewhat for their safety, and 

felt that they would be more secure with him. The King was perhaps 

more concerned more about his own safety than theirs and felt that 

the presence of a foreign minister or other diplomatic officials 

would mitigate the harsh demands of the Japanese. He also sent a 

similar message to the British Consul-General Aston and the German 

Commissioner Zembach. With the intention of complying with the re- 

quest of the King, Aston and his suite came to the American Legation. 

Foote told him that upon consideration he had detérmined not to 

leave the legation; that he would wait upon His Majesty in the morn- 

ing to learn his wishes, but that in the uncertainty of affairs he 

should rely upon the inviolability of the legation, making such prep- 

arations for defense as he could. (27) 

On the next morning (Dec. 5th) Minister Foote with his colleagues, 

Aston and Zembach, went to the palace, and received an audience. At 

the royal request the foreign diplomatic representatives accompanied 

his Majesty to his new choice of a temporary palace. At three 

o'clock in the afternoon all the foreign diplomatic representatives 

withdrew with the exception of the Japanese Minister, Takezoe. 

Mr. Foote at once called a conference of the representatives and 

endeavored to secure the attendance of the Japanese minister but could 

not reach him. The representatives of the foreign powers counselled 

(27) Yor. Rel., 1885, p.333. 
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commissioner to do nothing that would disturb the peace or excite 

the populace, and that under all circumstances he should avoid a 

conflict between the Japanese and Chinese troops. The Chinese 

commissioner "seemed to sanction this line of policy." (28) 

With the assistance of Ensign Bernadon, U.S.N., Foote completed 

® system of defence at the legation. The Japanese minister loaned 

four soldiers and a Korean guard was sent to the legation for the 

purpose. The English consul-general and his staff stayed at the 

American legation which was opened for Japanese refugees. 

On the evening of December 5th the King, accompanied by the 

Progressive leader and the Japanese minister with his guard, returned 

to the palace proper. (29) Meat 3 o'clock in the afternoon of 

the 6th, as the King was about to affix his seal to a royal decree, 

drawn up by the new ministers, announcing several radical reforms 

in the customs of the country, shots were suddenly heerd. The 

assailants were none other than the Chinese troops, 2,000 strong under 

Yuen Shih Kai, 3,000 Korean soldiers, and the mass of the population 

behind them. The Queen had already smuggled a message out to Yuen 

begging his aid. He accordingly came to the palace in order to 

protect the King and sent his card, demanding admission. The 

Jepanese soldiers on guard refused to allow him to enter. There 

(28) For. Rel., 1885, p. 333. 

(29) Recently one of the leaders of this coupd'etat, Pak Young Ho, 
tells that one of the Conservatives sent a slip of paper to 

the King secretly under a breakfast dish, conveying the message that 
the unfamous affair had been manufactured by Kim and Pak and others 
for their personal intérests. See DongA Il Po, Dec., 1930. 
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followed firing on both sides. Who fired the first shot is a 

mystery. (29) The Japanese and the returned students, although 

outnumbered by the enemy, stood firmly at bay, and caused heavy 

losses in the Chinese ranks and when the ammunition of the defenders 

gave out the Japanese minister decided to withdraw from the palace 

to the legation. Toward nightfall the Japanese army emerged from 

the palace through one of the back gates together with the Progress- 

ive leaders with the exception of Hong Yong Sik who had been cap- 

tured and was later executed by the Chinese. On their way to the 

legation they were occasionally attacked by bands of braves, mixed 

masses of soldiers and populace, who firéd upon them or hurled stones 

but they reached their destination about 8 o'clock. A mob gathered 

at the Japanese Legation and uttered threats and fired. Since the 

early morning of the 6th the populace, knowing that the Japanese 

were supporters of the coup d'etat committed outrages upon the 

Japanese residing in different parts of thé city. In the face of 

mob violence the Japanese minister wisely decided to evacuate from 

the hostile city. Between four and five o'clock on the afternoon 

of December 7th, the Japanese soldiers, civilians, and the Pro- 

gressive leaders, who had taken refuge in the legation, left Seoul 

and bravely marched out of the city, on their way to Chemulpo. The 

Koreans again fired upon the Japanese and assaulted them but without 

serious damage to the enemy. Marching all night the Japanese reached 

the hill above Chemulpo at seven o'clock on the morning of the 8th. 

(29) Korean accounts are inclined to believe that the Japanese 

fired the first shot. See King's Notice to the People in 

He Sung Po. 10th Moon, 22nd day, 1884; Allen's Diary, No. l. 
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At Seoul, the mob, encouraged by the departure of the Japanese 

set fire to the Japanese Legation. 

A Japanese historian, lamenting the failure of Takezoe's coup 

d'etat, says: 

"Availing himself of China's difficulty with France in 

Annam and Tongking, Takezoe devised a policy to drive out the 

influence of China from the peninsula. But in carrying out 

the plan he should have taken into account the decision of the 

Chinese government and the man power of the Chinese in Seoul. 

His haste foiled an ppportunity which may come once in ten 

thousand years." (30) 

The withdrawal of the Japanese from Seoul marked the end of the 

influence of the Progressive Party. The King's person was now 

in the care of the Chinese, and the reactionaries gained power 

agein. How completely Korea submitted to Chinese control may be 

seen in the notice to the Poo Sang Pai or the peddler army, the 

creation of Min Yong Ik. The notice read: 

"The Chinese Emperor silently aids us and the Chinese 

general has sommoned soldiers for us and has fought. Heaven's 

favor has been infinite, and the King is now safe. The gener- 

alts kindness has been great and we are thankful. We now as 

volunteers must assist the Chinese, gritting our teeth in our 

desire to destroy the Japanese villians. We post this order." (31) 

a a a i a ee, 

(30) Aoyanaki, History of the Li Dynasty (in Japanese), p. 437. 

(31) Allen's Diary, No. 1. 
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Yet the King in his notice to the people forbade all injury to the 

Japanese and declared that "those who do violence to the Japanese =~ 

especial care will be taken to punish them and suppress them as 

quickly as possible." (32) 

Although the heads of the Korean ministers were not worth even 

@ penny, the slaughter of the Japanese subjects and burning of their 

legation by the mob would certainly bring complicated diplomatic 

relations between Korea and Japan - eventually also between Japan 

and China, The solution of the complication rested entirely upon 

the shoulders of the innocent King. It was really foolish to pre- 

dict a war between Japan and China. In fact, France had been urging 

Japan to declare war on China because she needed the use of Japan's 

ship-yards which were not available under Japan's proclamation of 

neutrality. (33) 

On the morning of Hete: 8th Minister Foote was summoned for 

an audience with His Majesty, who had temporarily taken up his 

residence at the Chinese camp. In company with representatives of 

England and Germany he waited upon His Majesty. At the audience 

they were asked if they could consistently go to Chemulpo and have an 

interview with the Japanese minister, "conveying to him the earnest 

desire of his Majesty to maintain friendly relations with Japan. "(34) 

After some consideration they decided to accede to the King's 

(32) Ibid., Hen Sung Soon Po, 10th Moon,22nd day. 

(33) Ogawa, op. cit., p. 123. 

(34) For. Rel., 1885, p. 334. 
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wishes. (35) Minister Foote requested that twenty-two Japanese men, 

women, and children who had teken refuge at the United Stetes Legation 

should be returned to the Japanese minister under the protection of 

both Korean and Chinese guards. The King agreed to this request. 

On the morning of the 9th Ensign Bernadon left the legation with the 

Japanese refugees, escorted by Korean and Chinese soldiers, arriving 

safely Chemulpo the next morning. (36) 

In accordance with the request of the King on the morning of 

the 10th the foreign diplomatic representatives - Foote, Aston and 

Zembach —- left for Chemulpo in order to solicit peace from Japan. 

They had an interview with the Japanese minister, and engaged in an 

informal discussion concerning the temper of the Korean government, 

as shown by certain dispetches which had been written to the minister 

by the president of the Korean Foreign Office. The Japanese minister 

assured them that he would transmit the message of the King to his 

government. On the following day they discussed certain questions 

of fact which had been asserted by Korean officials and denied by the 

Japanese minister. Beyond this the foreign representatives could not 

go. (37) On the morning of the 12th Foote returned alone to the 

capitel, where Mrs. Foote had remained at the request of the King and 

(35) Ibid. 

(36) Ibid. 

(37) For. Rel., 1885, p. 334. 
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Queen, for "her stay would do much to quiet the excitement of the 

people." (38) The German commissioner, Zembach and the British 

consul-general and his wife remained at Chemulpo. (39) 

At an audience on December 14th Foote reported to the King the 

result of the interviews with the Japanese minister at Chemulpo. 

Not satisfied with the outcome of the interviews between the foreign 

representatives and the Japanese minister, the King asked Foote if 

he would accompany an envoy of His Majesty to Japan, invoking thereby 

the good offices of the United States to bring about an amicable 

settlement between Japan and Korea. The American minister replied 

that he should prefer, first, to consult with his government yet that 

the means of communication were difficult and the emergency imminent. 

He would consider the matter and decide at the earliest possible 

moment. (40)The fact is that he was not in any position to accomplish 

much for His Majesty because he had already handed in his resignation 

to the Washington government on account of the reduction in rank of the 

post at Seoul to that of minister resident and consul-general by the 

Diplomatic and Consular Act of July 7, 1887. Late in December he 

appointed George Foulk acting minister, a commission which was soon 

changed into that of Chargé and left Seoul. (41) 

(38) Ibid. 

(39) Which foreign lady should remain with the Queen at the capitel 
caused a grest deal of jealousy among the foreign ladies. 

See, Allen's Diary, No. l. 

(40) For. Rel., 1885, p. 335. 

(41) Dennett, op. cit., De 93. 
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Things moved repidly without the good offices of the United 

States. On December 22nd the minister of the Japanese Foreign Office 

left for Korea. On the following day the Chinese minister at Tokio, 

Li, reported to the Japanese government that two Chinese special 

envoys, Oh and Sok, hed left for Korea for the purpose of settling 

everything with Japen amicably. Tokio instructed its Minister 

Emamoto at Peking to inquire whether these two envoys had been given 

full power to deal with and settle the complicated matters in Korea, 

The Chinese government declined to give a definite answer and stated 

merely that they were suddenly sent to Korea to investigate the riot 

in Seoul. (42) 

It was known in Japan thet the Chinese envoys were accompanied 

by 700 soldiers and now the Japanese people clamored for war with 

China, Ito appeared as the spokesman of a conciliatory policy, and 

declaring that in supvorting the independence of Korea Japan should 

not fight with Chine, and he opposed the project of sending soldiers 

to Korea. (43) Inouye, adr other hand, was indignant over 

the Chinese action and insisted that he should teke Japanese troops 

along with him. He won his point and was accompanied by a military 

contingent. 

The two Chinese emvoys came to Seoul and in restoring peace 

proceeded to capture the radical elements which had taken any part 

in the coup dfetat. They took control of the Korean government and 

(42) Ogawa, op. cit., p. 122. 

(43) Ibid. 
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issued a statement that by the pressure of rebellious ministers the 

King of Korea was forced to: slaughter his ministers and do many 

mischiefs, that the Korean soldiefs and civilians should be indignant 

over this matter as much as the Chinese, that the Son of Heaven 

gracefully pitied his eastern vassal State and despatched them with 

soldiers to protect the King of Korea. (44) 

On December 28th, about two days prior to Inouye's arrival at 

Chemulpo, the Japanese Minister Takezoe returned to Seoul and opened 

preliminary negotiations with the Korean government. Cho Chai Ho, 

representing the Seoul government, assailed the Japanese minister on 

the ground thet he had taken part in the coup dtetet; whereas Takezoe 

defended his own position as much as possible. They continued to 

quarrel and accomplished nothing. (45) 

The Minister Plenipotentiary Inouye came to Seoul on January 3, 

1885. After an audience with the King he opened negotiations with 

Kim Hong Jip. the plenipotentiary of Korea. In examining the latter's 

credentials the Korean Foreign Office wrote that "the Japanese minis- 

ter misunderstood the plot and lost his propriety in going forward 

and backward, etc." and thus it wes implied that he had a share in 

the plot. (46) To the Japanese plenipotentiary this credential was 

not acceptable. The first meeting was broken up on January 7th. On 

(44) Ogewa, op. cit., pp. 124-125. 

(45) Ibid. 

(46) Ogawa, op. cit., p. 127. 
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that very evening Inouye told his associate, T. Inouye: 

"In peace negotiation with Korea we neither expect a large 

amount of indemnity nor desire to humiliate her. Our only 

wish is that they should not accuse us of being involved in the 

coup dtetete We may then proceed to China and inquire the 

reasons why they turned their guns toward our minister." (47) 

On the following day (Jan. 8th) hegotiations were resumed and the 

Korean government struck out the objectionable part of the credential. 

About noon while the negotiations were going on smoothly the Chinese 

envoy Oh came to the Foreign Office and demanded an interview with the 

Jepanese plenipotentiary. He then suddenly entered the room wheré 

the conference was being held and said: 

"Since I am here with the instructions of my government to 

investigate this matter I have the right to know the general 

trend of this negotiation." (48) 

Inouye was indignant over the blunder of the Chinese envoy and told 

him that this matter concerning Korea and Japan mst be settled by 

the parties alone concerned and that he had nothing to do with China. 

Oh then took out two slips of paper and wrote upon them and gave one 

to each of the two negotiators. To the Japanese negotiator, he 

steted that he wished Japan would settle this matter justly and 

rightly, and in his note to Kim he rebuked him saying: 

"Since my coming to Korea I felt that the most urgent duty 

was to investigate the pro-Japanese party. You, who are in the 

(47) Inouye, Reminiscence of Hen Sung; auoted from Sgimoto, Recent 
History of Korea (in Japanese} p. 107. 

(48) Ogawa, Ibid. 
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important government position, gave up the investigation of the 

rebellious party and came to terms to negotiate with Inouye. I 

am afraid this is my fault and that there will be an uprising 

emong the officers and civilian Korean populace against what 

you are doing." (49) 

Whatever blunders the Chinese envoys made, they were very anxious for 

an amicable settlement between Korea and Japan. China was not in any 

position to face Japan with guns and swords. As early as December, 

20, 1884, Frence offered her Asiatic naval force to Japan to check 

the Chinese forces going to Korea. (50) It meant that if China 

intended to fight Jepan she would have to face the combination of 

Frence and Japan, She, therefore, urged the Korean government to 

come to terms. On January 9th the following convention was con- 

cluded: 

"], His Korean Majesty shall apologize to His Imperial Majesty 

of Japan by letter. 

"2, The Korean government shall pay 110,000 yen as indemnity 

for the benefit of the families of the Japanese subjects who had been 

killed and wounded and for the loss of merchandise. 

"3. The murderer of Mr. Isobayachi, a lieutenatn of the 

Japanese army, shall be arrested and punished by death. 

"4, The Japanese Legation shall be built in another location, and 

sufficient ground shall be granted by the Korean government for the 

legation and consulete, and 20,000 yen shall be paid by the Korean 

government as the cost of the aforesaid buildings. 

(49) Ogawa, op. cit., p. 128. 

(50), Ibid., p. 123. 
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"5, An additional lot may be selected adjacent to the ground 

of the legation for the station of the Japanese guerd, in accordance 

with the conditions of the 5th article, in the supplemental convention 

made in the year 1882. (51) 

As soon as the peaceful settlement of January 9th was reached 

between Korea and Japan Minister Foote sailed for the United States. 

The State Department had requested him to take his departure "on 

leave" so that it would not be necessary to explain to the Koreans 

thet the post had been reduced. It was moreover feared that the King 

would not be pleased to have the rank retuced. Foote therefore de- 

parted as if he were merely going on leave. (52) With the departure 

of Minister Footd, American leadership in Korea declined and was re- 

Placed on 2 policy of retirement and of procrastination. Foulk was 

made the sole diplomatic and consular represéntative of the United 

States in Korea for the next eight years. 

As to the situation in Korea during the whole month of January, 

1885 there was no active foreign intercourse with the Western powers 

except the United States. England and Germany were represented by an 

ecting consul-general and an acting commissioner respectively. 

Russia and Italy had no representative even before the emute of 

December. The two Chinese envoys were in Seoul with a considerable 

body of troops in order to watch the mood of the Eui Chung Poo or 

ministerial body to which the King had exclusively yielded the 

— 

(51) For. Rel., 1885, p. 343; Cordial, op. cit., Vol. II, pp. 589-590. 

(52) Dennett, op. cit., p. 93. 
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administration of the government upon the demand of the Conservative 

faction. (53) On the morning of February 8th, realizing the consol- 

idation of the pro-Chinese government in Korea, the Chinese envoys 

returned to China, and took with them the major part of the Chinese 

troops which had been stationed in Seoul since the coup of December, 

1884. On the day before their departure they were visited at their 

headquarters by His Majesty the King of Korea, The interview lasted 

over two hours. (54) ‘The nature of the negotiations of these envoys 

during their prolonged stay in Seoul cannot be ascertained. Follow- 

ing the settlement of January 9th the Japanese came back to Seoul 

and established their legation temporarily outside of the West gate, 

in charge of a chargé d'affaires and under the protection of 600 

soldiers. (55) 

Throughout the peace negotiation with Korea after the emute Japan 

showed a spirit of conciliation. A comparison of the Convention of 

1885 with that of Chemulpo in 1882 reveals that the former is far 

more generous than the latter. The explanation is that Japan was 

fully aware of the fact that due to her share in the unsuccessful coup 

of December last the anti-Japanese feeling among the Korean Conserva- 

tive statesmen as well as among the populace reached its highest 

pitch and that it was not wise to dictate the harsh terms to Korea 

under the circumstances. Furthermore she realized that the ultimate 

(53). For. Rel., 1885, p. 344. 

(54) For. Rel., 1885, p. 345. 

(55) ‘Ibid. 
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solution of the Korean question depended on China and not Korea. 

If she could crack the hard outside shell of the nut, handling the 

inside meat would be an easy task. So Japan readily turned her 

efforts to crack the shell ~China. 

For that purpose Japan sent her most able statesman Ito to 

Tientsin ostensibly to get satisfaction from China for the part 

taken by her soldiers in the palace fight and in plundering property 

and lives of the Japanese subjects in Seoul. (56) Yet the fundamen- 

tal purpose was to fight a diplomatic duel with China for supremacy 

or at least equality with China in Korea, Ito arrived at Beking 

on March 27th, called upon the Yamen and was assured that Li Hung 

Chang was chosen plenipotentiary for the negotiations, On April 

S$rd, the first meeting took place in Tientsin, where each side stressed 

entirely different points. The viceroy maintzined that, although 

Takezoe was not directly implicated in the emute, with the assistance 

of the Japanese forces the rebels were enabled to execute six Con- 

servative ministers. Moreover the so-called king's invitation to 

Takezoe to bring up his forces was a forgery of the rebels. To 

prove this he showed Ito the letter which came from the King of Korea. 

On the other hand, Ito passed over the question of Japanese complicity 

and proposed the withdrawal of the armies of Japan and China from 

Korea and punishment of army officers and soldiers who were responsible 

(56) Kikuchi believes that after the palace fight the Chinese troops 
attacked the Japanese Legation three times and killed about forty 

Japanese residents in Seoul. See his Biography of the Tai Won Kun, 
DP. 1324133. 
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for attacking the Japanese minister and plundering Japanese property 

and lives in Seoul. (57) 

Even after two long conferences the envoys failed to agree upon 

the agenda, In the 3rd conference Li Hung Chang brought forth his 

contentions specifically: (1) Minister Takezoe's entry to the 

palace under the pretext of protecting the King was done by a forged 

invitation; (2) when he decided to come he did not consult with the 

Korean Foreign Office; (3) he did not answer the note of the Chinese 

gener21 who had requested him to protect bath the king and the Jap- 

anese himself; and (4) as there was no answer, the Chinese were 

approaching the palace, when a sudden attack from the inside of the 

palace took place. The responsibility of attacking the Japanese 

minister, therefore, did not rest upon the Chinese but upon Japanese 

themselves since Takezoe helped the rebels without any proper 

reasons. (58) In defending Japan's case Ito réplied point by point. 

He showed the King's invitation and placédmuch emphasis uvon the 

fact that in the presence of: the American Minister Foote the King 

thanked Takezoe for his protection. The position of the two plen- 

ipotentiaries in regard to the Japanese minister's responsibility 

for the emute of December, 1884 was so different that the first 

three conferences held between April 5th and 7th accomplished 

nothing. (59) 

(57) Ogawa, op. cit., po. 139-140. 

(58) Ogawa, op. cit., pp. 141-148. 

(59) Ibid. 
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Ito then began to sound Li Hung Chang in informal talks. 

He directed the Japanese minister in Peking, Ememoto, to have a 

chat with the viceroy in regard to the Japanese proposal, Li 

Hung Chang still insisted that Takezoe was guilty, that the Chinese 

were not responsible for the first attack and the damage to Japanese 

lives and property, but was willing to accept Japan's proposal for 

evacuation of both armies from Korea, The Japanese minister, Fmamoto, 

stated that Li's concession for evacuation alone could not save the 

conference, Li Hung Chang told Emamoto firmly and clearly: 

"Our consent of evacuation itself has come from our love 

for peace and friendship. If you are not satisfied with it 

break up the conference then wé have to prepare for war." (60) 

He then turned to Wu Ting Fang and said: "Well, did we not declare 

@ war on France?" and tried to bluff. The Japanese minister was 

not however afraid of the threat and insisted upon the principle of 

equal rights in Korea. (61) 

The 4th conference was held on April 10th. Count Ito now in- 

sisted that Li Hung Chang did not have full power as plenipotentiary. 

He did this, perhaps, for the reason that it was rather hard to come 

to any agreement with the viceroy and wanted either to put him in a 

position where he would give up his persistence or to replace him 

with somebody who would be more sympathetic to Japan. Li Hung 

Chang refused to be embarrassed and replied quickly to Ito that his 

power was not of course complete because the treaty signed by him 

(60) Ogawa, ODP. Gite, pe 142. 

(61) Ibid.,p. 143. 
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must be submitted to the Emperor of China for approval. Throughout 

this conference he maintained that the withdrawal of the army, which 

was contrary to the wishes of the Chinese cabinet itself was the 

only important point worth considering and that the rest of the 

details should be dropped. Even in the case of the withdrawal of 

the Chinese he thought it would not be wise to do it soon, for it 

was against the wishes of the King of Korea, who wished to leave at 

least twenty Chinese army officers in Korea. Moreover, Li Hung 

Chang flatly denied Japan's claim to equal rights in Korea. In 

stating his argument he said that in Korea there had been a pro- 

Chinese party and a pro-Japanese party but now the pro-Japanese 

party was entirely out of power and there would not be any further 

trouble; that due to the downfall of the pro-Japanese party Japan's 

position in Korea was helpless. (62) 

The viceroy knew, however, perfectly well that Japan would not 

give up the fight for Korea, that Japants ultimate desi#™ in Korea 

was to put the peninsula completely under her control. He had, 

therefore, to devise some means by which he could either bring Japan 

to declare her disinterestedness or to cooperate with China in 

maintaining the status quo in Korea. The former plan was just a 

dream, whereas the latter policy seemed more practical in the light 

of Japan's firm determination. The viceroy now brought the fear of 

a third power into the picture and urged upon a Sino-Japanese allianae 

for the protection of Korea against the aggression of a third power - 

(62) Ogawa, oD. cit., PP. 145. 
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presumably Russia. He plainly said to Ito: 

"If you are going to eblivex Korea we will certainly fight 

with all means and vice versa. Why then can we not get to- 

gether and check the eggression of the third power in Korea 

which is so dear to both of us?" (63) 

During the two days interval between the 4th and 5th conferences 

Li Hung Chang sharpened his weapons. Hardly had the 5th conference 

opened when, in order to convince J*pan how great was the Chinese 

sacrifice in concluding an alliance to Brotect Korea, he advanced 

the principle of the vassalage of Korea and asserted that Japan's 

claim to equal rights in the peninsula was utterly groundless. 

China claimed the right to send an army whenever the King of Korea 

requested it without consulting Japan, while in the case of inviting 

Japanese forces to Korea the King must report the matter to China 

so that she and Japan would be able to discuss the project. Ito 

feared that that the Chinese claim to suzerainty would bring more 

complications and declined to discuss the point on the ground that 

he was not empowered to do so. Yet Ito did not fail to remind Li 

Hung Chang that Koresis vassalage to China was a thing of the past, 

for Korea was now an independent State, that if China should send 

her army to suporess the internal troubles in Korea the action would 

be an intervention and would not be permissible. Ito, revudiating 

China's claim of suzerainty to Korea, said: 

"The claims of China over Korea were historical only.... 

The claims of Japan over Korea were economical, i.e., she did 

(63) Ogawa, op. cit., pp. 144-145. 
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not claim any legal authority over Korea, but from her 

geographical position and the necessity of providing for her 

constantly increasing population, she was intent on utilizing 

Korea as the best source from which the defect in the home produce 

of rice was to be supplied, as well as the nesrest field in 

which the future sons of Japan might find employment. For 

this purpose Japan would have Korea always independent and under 

no foreign influence; but within late years China was sending 

military and political agents to Korea, and interfering with 

Korean internal affairs, as if she intended to make good her 

-ivrehaim over Korea, long since become purely historical. This 

state of things had to be rectified, for, Japan would never 

consent to Korea's becoming in reality a part of the Chinese 

Empire." (64) 

Li Hung Chang replied that China had a duty to pretect Korea; 

end asked Japan if she would join her in preventing aggression. 

Japen, of course, saw no advantage in this project since it bene- 

fited China alone. Ito, therefore, declined to entertain the 

alliance project. Li Hung Chang was quite upset over Itols re- 

jection and said: 

"Since you avoid to speaking of this matter, are you 

efraid of a third power or do you have a secret treaty with 

her? You are so prudent and careful not to hurt the will of 

the third power." (65) 

(64) Arigea, Jepan by the Japenese, pp. 197-198. 

(65) Ogawa, op. cit., Dp. 148. 
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Even to the last moment of the conference Li vainly tried to impose 

the alliance project upon Japan. He realized that the Japanese 

maintained firmly the principle of equal rights in Korea, that but 

for this Japan would not come to any agreement. He determined to 

heve Japan pay the price for equal rights in Korea. That is, Japan 

should admit that her Minister Takezoe was responsible for the 

emute in Seoul. Japan then suggested the mediation of the United 

States government but Li stated that the matter was too trivial for 

mediation and would probably result in an adverse decision. (66) 

Even there China lost her point and agreed to the following stipula- 

tions: 

It was agreed on the 18th of April, 1885 that China should 

withdraw her troops stationed in Korea, that Japan should withdraw 

hers stationed therein for the protection of her legation, that the 

specific term for effecting the same should be four months, commenc- 

ing from the date of the signing of the convention, and thet the 

Chinese troops should embark from Masanpo, and the Japanese from 

Inchun. It was mutually agreed to invite the King of Korea to 

instruct and drill e sufficient armed force, that "she may herself 

essure her public security, and to invite him to engage in his 

service an officer or officers from amongst those of a third power, 

who shall be entrusted with the instruction of the said force." (66) 

The contrecting powers also bind themselves, each to the other, 

not to send any of their own officers to Korea for the purpose of 

giving said instruction. In case any disturbance of a grave nature 

(66) After 1882 the United States pepjudice against Chinese immigra- 
tion to America raised rapidly which operated to prejudice all 

Chinese claims of every sort. Dennett.Po1. Sci. Quart.Vol. 1. XXXIV, p. 

(67) Tor. Rel., 1885, p. 564. 

85. 
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occurring in Korea, which necessitstes the respective countries, or 

either of them, to send troops to Korea, "it is hereby understood 

that they shall give, each to the other, previous notice in writing 

of their intention so to do, and that after the matter is settled 

they shall withdraw their troops and not further station them 

there." (68) 

In a separate official dispatch Li Hung Chang made the follow- 

ing communication: 

"As regards the fighting which took place between the 

Chinese troops and the Jepanese troops at the palace of the 

King of Korea, it was an affair that occurred entirely remote 

from the conception of the respective governments, one for 

which I cannot but express the sentiments of my deepest 

regret." 

He also promised to issue an official dispatch repremanding the soldiers 

involved in the palace fight, and to dispatch an official to inves- 

tigate the matter of plundering property and murdering of Japanese 

by the Chinese troops in Seoul and to punish them accordingly. (69) 

This was a diplomatic victory for Japan as she compelled China 

to recognize her equal rights as to armed intervention in Korea 

and thus gained an importent position in Korea equal to the one of 

China, 

(68) Ibid. 

(69) For. Rel., 1885, p. 564. 
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Complying with the treaty the Japanese and Chinese troops 

evacuated from Seoul on July 17, 1885. On July 22nd a Home Office 

was established which had been abolished be decree during the time 

of the December coup d'etat; and the King was rapidly resuming his 

former active participation in the affairs of the goverment. 

The foreign representatives, however, unanimously regarded the de- 

parture of the Chinese and Japanese troops with some feelings of 

apprehension and regret, (70) for the withdrawal of the troops of 

the two countries included the Chinese military instructors who had 

been training the Korean troops, and the latter were left without 

any competent directing officers. The Korean govermment sensed 

the feeling of the foreign representatives and offered a guard of 

ten Korean soldiers to each of the foreign legations in Seoul in 

peaceful times. In case of serious disturbances in the city or 

whenever it should become necessary, an additional force of forty 

men was also offered to each foreign legation. English, German, 

and Chinese representatives made a formal application for protection 

of their legstions, whereas Foulk, American Chargé, declined to 

join them. Because even sometime prior to this official communi- 

cation (July 26, 1885) from the Foreign Office in Korea relating 

to the protection of the foreign legations in Seoul the King had 

directed to station a number of of soldiers at the United States 

legetion; furthermore he deemed it best that, "if necessary, the 

protection should be given voluntarily by the Korean government." (71) 

(70) For. Rel., 1885, p. 350. 

(71) Yor. Rel., 1685, p. 351. 
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RUSSIA? ENGLAND, and CHINA IN KOREA - 1885 — 1888. 

The most conspicuous event since the coup d'etat of December 

4th was Russiets appearance on the Korean stage. She came rather 

late but she meant to stay permanently if she could. As early as 

June 1884 she had made a treaty with Korea similar to the treaties 

made by England and Germany, but had no diplomatic representative 

in Seoul until a year had elapsed aftdér the signature of the treaty. 

Karl Waeber,who negotiated the Russo-Korean treaty, became Russian 

minister and consul-gener2l in Korea, His accurate knowledge of 

Oriental affairs, which he had gained as Secretary to the Russian 

Legation in Peking before he came to Korea, put him in a very ad- 

vantageous position. Besides his skillful diplomacy and the 

charming personality of his wife added much to his prestige. He 

cultivated the friendship of von Méllendorff, the agent of Li Hung 

Chang in Korea. (1) Waeber noted that China's interference in 

Korean domestic affairs by such tactless men like Yuen and von 

Modlendorff had alienated even the pro-Chinese elements (Sa Dai 

Tang) and that von Moéllendorff was not getting along at all with 

Yuen. He thereupon saw the possibility of gaining for Russia: 

in China's dominant position in Korea. 

Soon there were rumors thet Korea had also made a secret treaty 

with Russia by which the latter promised "to protect the integrity 

of Korea against all attacks by whomsoever made," and to furnish 

instructors for the Korean army while Korea was to lease Port 

(1) Morse, International Relations of the Chinese Empire, Vol.III, 
Pp. 12. 
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Lazareff (Lat. 39° N.) on the Broughton Bay to Russia as a winter 

naval base when Vladivostok was closed by ice. (2) An interesting 

feature about this convention was the fact that it was the result 

of a personal diplomatic adventure of von Mollendorff, whom Li Hung 

Chang had sent to Korea to look after the interests of China. Since 

his coming to Korea he organized the Customs House, the Foreign 

Office Department, and Post Office, and the reorganization of the 

Korean army was one of his projects. Before the end of the year 

1884, he had solicited Li Hung Chang to nominate military instructors; 

but, on account of his occupation with Tongking affairs, or his 

desire to discourage all mibitary organization in Korea, or his 

lack of financial means, the viceroy took no action. While Japanese 

aggression in Korea was imminent, von Mollendorff, "taking advantage 

of the concentration of the general interest in the quarrel between 

Japan and China,"(3) turned to Russia and signed a secret convention 

without knowledge of either His Majesty, the King of Korea, or his 

chief, Li Hung Chang. It is said that some negotiations had taken 

Place between von Mollendorff and the Russian Legation at Tokio 

through Alexis de Speyer, Secretary to the Russian Legahion, and later 

when von Mollendorff went with the mission of apology provided in 

the convention settling the emute of 1884 between Korea and Japan 

he personally made this secret agreement. (4) 

(2) Dennett, Amer. in Eastern Asia, p. 480. 

(3) Douglas, Europe and the Far Bast, p. 248. 

(4) Yi Shu han Kao, 18/22, Hsu, Chine and Her Political Entity, 
pp. 126; Oda, Recent Hist. of Korea (in Japanese), p. 108. 
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,such @ secret convention would certainly please Russie for 

Russia had been seeking a warm harbor for her fleet for years and 

her general Fer Eastern volicy indicates thet she would not decline 

to put Korea under her protection. Moliendorff on his part hed 

no love for Americans, and did his best to hinder the extention of 

American influence in Korea. (5) So it is likely that he did in- 

vite the Muscovite drill masters to replace the Americans invited 

to Korea by the King. 

To Japan this convention was a challenge for the domination 

of Korea; to China it apveared to endanger the independence of the 

peninsula; and to England it was a disturbance of the balance of 

power in favor of her principal rival in Asia. England was especially 

alarmed because France, the supporter of the Russian policy in the 

Far East, was occupying the Pescadores, while relations between 

Chine and Japan were strained. To meet the situation England 

dispatched Admiral Sir William Dowell with a squadron to Port 

Hemilton, (April 15, 1885). He lay anchor in a group of iselets 

known as Ku Moon Do off at the southern end of Korea in order to 

watch the movements of Russia, Japan, and China in Korea. (6) 

First official informstion of the Méblendorff secret convention 

reached the Korean government upon the arrival of Alexis de Speyer, 

(5) Foulk Papers. 

(6) Douglas maintains that "through the wise and energetic action 
of Sir Herry Parks, the British minister at Peking, the 

Chinese government readily consented to the occupation." See, 

Europe and the Far Hast, p. 248.. 
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Secretary to the Russian Legation at Tokio, as “Agent Provisoire" of 

Russia in the latter part of June, 1885, He demanded that the 

King confirm the convention and carry out the terms of the agree- 

ment. (7) At this time Foulk acted as the confidential adviser of the 

Foreign Office and the King who protested that he had no knowledge 

of the convention, and refused to carry out the terms especially 

as he had already officially requested the United States to send 

three American army officers to drill the Korean troops and in anti- 

cipation of their arrival the King had ordered a large amount of 

arms and amaunition from the Gatling Gun Company of Hartford, Conn., 

through the American Trading Company of Yokohama, Japan. This 

order, however, was cancelled in January, 1885, by von Mollendorff, 

who had formerly offered to procure the guns at a cost of $7,000 

apiece, while the price of the six guns and 75,000 cartridzes ordered 

by His Majesty was fairly fixed at $16,000 delivered at Chemulpo. (8) 

Russia proposed to send not only three officers but more than one 

hundred, and when the Minister of Foreign Affairs stated to Speyer 

that Korea had already requested the United States for this help the 

Russian agent abrubtly said: "Even though you break with American 

there is no loss; but if you do with Russia, trouble lies directly 

before your eyes." (9) Nevertheless Speyer accomplished nothing and 

left Seoul. The King on the advice of Foulk now dismissed Méllendorff 

from the Foreign Office. He was allowed to remain at the head of 

(7)  Foulk Papers. 

(8) For. Rel., 1885, p. 352. 

(9)  Foulk Papers. 
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the Customs temporarily or until the arrival of two Americans sent 

by Li Hung Chang, Denny at the Foreigh Office, Merrill at the 

Customs respectively. (10) 

The occupation of Port Hamilton by England naturally aroused 

the anger of the Russian govermment, which declared that if the 

island remained under the British flag Russia would be constrained 

to occupy some post in the neighborhood in self defence. The 

Russian Chargé Waeber who had come to Korea on October 3, 1885 called 

upon the King and demanded compensation. (11) 

Among certain of the members of the Foreign Office in Seoul 

there was a feeling of much apprehension and of some indignation 

against England. They maintained that the sending of warships 

to Port Hamilton without obtaining permission of the Korean govern- 

ment was an unfriendly act on the part of Great Britain and a 

breach of the treaty made with her. (12) Foulk believed that this 

unfriendly attitude of officers towards England was chiefly aroused 

by von Mollendorff, between whom and Foulk himself there was no love 

lost. Modllendorff, being the author of the Russo-Korean secret 

treaty, told Foulk that he had negotiated with Russia severe1 months 

ago, and knew with certainty that Russia would not occupy Korean 

territory. He insisted that the entrance of English ships to 

Port Hamilton could not be a precautionary measure against Russian 

(10) Oda, op. cit., p. 113. Mollendorff admitted to Dr. Allen 
that his dismissal was because of his Russian intrigues. 

Allen's Diary, No. l. 

(11)  Foulk Papers. 

(12) Ibid. 
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occupation of that port, or any other near it, and must therefore 

be regarded by Koreans as an act demanding explanation upon demand. (13) 

This view was the only logical one for the author of the secret 

treaty to hold, since he hoped to prove that the secret treaty hadnot 

been the cause of the English occupation and Great Britain had 

designs on Korean territory in this region. It is a fact that 

Great Britain had been interested in the Island as early as 1882, when 

she entered commercial relations with Korea. (14) Kim Yun Sik, the 

President of the Foreign Office and one of the English-Korean treaty 

negotiators in 1882:noted that the English representative made 

certain overtures respecting the lease or cession of Port Hamilton 

to England. Similarly England mentioned the Island in the treaty 

negotiations between England and Korea prior to the occupation. (15) 

The apprehension of the Korean government was well founded although 

it appears that the Russo-Korean secret iconte undoubtedly caused 

England to take action against Russia. 

The English minister at Peking addressed a dispatch to the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Korea informing him that England was 

sending a naval force to Port Hamilton as a precaution, and it would 

remain there temporarily without affecting the friendly relations 

with Korea. (16) 

(13) Yeta 

(14) Ibid., Foulk to Bayard, May 19, 1885. 

(15)  Foulk Papers, Foulk to Bayard, May 20, 1885. 

(16) Ibid. 
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On May 19th the Korean government replied to the English repre- 

sentative at Peking, regretting any complication or a possible 

conflict between England and Russia, and emphatically refusing to 

sanction the use of any port of its territory either by Russia 

or England, or any other power, for war purposes. (17) The Korean 

government, realizing its weakness and fearing England's forceful 

occupation of the Island, addressed notes to all foreign representa- 

tives in Seoul on the subject and asked for advice and assistance 

to be decided towards preserving the independence of its territory. (18) 

Kim Yun Sik, the President of the Foreign Office, also sent 

notes both to British vice-consul general at Seoul and to its minister 

at Peking, stating that the Island was a necessary port of Korea; 

that she refused either to lease it or dede it to Fngland or any 

other country. "So as a sign of our friendly relations," Kim re- 

quested "may you quickly abandon your intentions, this would be 

highly gratifying." (19) 

In reply to the note of the Foreign Office Foulk asserted that 

England would not occupy the island permanently or lease it. 

England's entry he maintained was due to the weakness of Koreats 

military power and inability to defend the island. He advised 

sending a similar note for advice to Russia via the Russian Military 

(17) Ibid. 

(18) Ibid. 

(19)  Foulk Papers, same to same, May 21, 1885. 
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Commander-in-chief at Vladivostok (20) since there was no Russian 

representative at the capital. 

Upon receipt of the Foreign Office note, the Japanese represen- 

tative called to see Foulk, American Chargé, with reference to 

"armed occupation" of Port Hamilton by England. He seemed disposed 

to adopt the views proposed by the Foreign Office, believing that 

the influence of the foreign representatives in combined action as 

necessary in the case. To this view Foulk gave no encouragement. (21) 

China could not refrain from taking some action in this affair, 

On or about May 14th two Chinese men-of-war, with Admiral Ting, 

arrived at Masanpo, and the admiral came to Seoul. (22) Foulk be- 

lieved that China interfered of her own accord but it is not unlikely 

that the Korean government appealed to Peking for assistance since 

the Foreign Office was headed by a pro-Chinese gentleman Kim Yun Sik, 

Besides the Korean government had no navy of sufficient size to send 

to Port Hamilton and had to rely on Chinese assistance. Moreover, 

England always looked upon Korea as a vassal state of China and ne- 

gotiated all major problems concerning Korea with China. On the 

day before the occupation of the island the London Foreign Office 

notified Tseng Ki Tse, Chinese minister at London, and apologized 

for not having come to a previous understanding with China but haste 

was necessary in view of "probable occupation ... by another 

power," (23) 

(20) Ibid. 

(21) Ibid. 

(22) Ibid. 

(23) Hen, op. cit., p. 126. 
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About May 16th Foulk was informed by the President of the 

Foreign Office that von Mollendorff end a Korean vice-President 

of the Foreign Office sailed for Port Hamilton in one of the Chinese 

vessels of war. (24) It was also rumored that the Korean government 

was about to send a Korean officer on board a German steamer for 

the purpose of observing English ships, as the steamer passed near 

Port Hamilton on its way to Nagasaki. 

On May 25th Admiral Ting with the Koreans returned from Port 

Hamilton end reported the presence of six English warships and two 

merchant steamers with coal. He also noted that the English ensign 

had been raised on the island. A Korean mission now visited 

Nagasaki to protest against the occupation of Hamilton to the English 

naval commander-in-chief, The latter gave assurance that the fleet 

would withdraw soon, but his promise was not carried out promptly.(25) 

On June 26, 1885, the Korean Foreign Office sent a note to United 

States Chargé Foulk asking the good offices of the United States 

government in the Port Hamilton affair. (26) 

Meanwhile British Consul-General Aston had an audience with 

the King of Korea, and was granted the use of the port. (27) It had 

been feequently stated toward the end of b886 and the beginning of 

(24) von Méllendorff could not have gone on this warship, for 
Foulk seemed t® have seen him at the Foreign Office on May 19th. 

(25) Foulk Papers. 

(26) Foulk to Bayard, May 26, 1885, Foulk Papers. 

(27) For. Rel., 1887, p. 254. 
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1887 tn the English press that England would cede Port Hamilton to 

China if that Power would gusrantee its neutrality. (28) This 

rumor gave sufficient ground for the Japanese government to order 

the immediate return to Japan of General Saigo, the Minister of the 

Navy, who was then on a voyage around the world. (29) The final 

settlement of the Port Hamilton occupation however, was attained 

by negotiations between China and Great Britain. 

On October 13, 1885, Li Hung Chang appreached N. R. O'Connor, 

British Minister at Peking, on the question, suggesting that Great 

Britain "should take down the British flag, remove the military 

shanties which had been erected, and extend the cable which with 

the consent of the Chinese government Great Britain had laid from 

Shanghai to Chemulpo, where it would be connected with the Korean 

land-line, thus rendering it useful to both governments. (30) 

The British minister replied that the time was inopportune to dis- 

cuss the matter owing to impending elections in England but he 

communicated it to his government on the next day. Upon being 

informed of China's wishes Lord Salisbury instructed O'Connor on 

December 12th to ascertain from the viceroy, in case the latter 

raised the question again, whether the Chinese government would prevent 

the occupation of Port Hamilton by any other foreign country if 

Great Britein should withdraw. (31) 

(28) Ibid. 

(29) Ibid. 

(30) O'Connor to Salisbury, Oct. 14, 1885, China No. I, p. 19; 
Heu, op. cit., p. 127. 

(31) Ibid. 
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The new election brought in a liberal minister to England. Li 

raised the question again and the new Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Rosebury directed O'Connor to take up the matter on the basis of 

the Salisbury instructions of December 12th, 1885. (32) Having 

ascertained the British attitude the viceroy with firmness inquired 

of Russia what here inténtions were with regard to Korea, 

His dealing with Russia seemed to be harder. Ladygensky, the 

Russian Chargé at Peking was instructed by his government to see 

Li Hung Chang about the Port Hamilton affair. Accordingly he came 

to Tientsin and declared before the viceroy that Russia had no terri- 

torial ambition in Korea, When he was requested to put this state- 

ment in writing he proposed in its place an agreement between the 

two countries concerning the entire subject of Korea, and submitted 

a draft on October lst, which was accepted on October 6th, as a basis 

of discussion. The revised draft provided that China and Russia 

were to preserve the existing status of Korea; to declare that they 

had no territorial ambition towards her; and to consult with each 

other in case any change proved necessary. (33) It is said that the 

viceroy showed much interest in the proposal and submitted she draft 

to the Tsungli Yumen, but the latter declined the Russian overture. 

As late as 1888 the overture was again made but China did not 

accept it. (34) 

(32) Hsu, op.cit., p. 127. 

(33) Ki Shu Han Kao, 18/45, Hsu, op. cit., p. 130. 

(34) Ibid. 
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His proposal being rejected, Ladygensky refused to give in 

writing his declaretion that Russia had no territorial ambitions 

towards Korea. (35) However, to meet the wishes of Grest Britain 

the viceroy notified the Yumen officially of the verbal promise which 

on November 5th was in turn transmitted to the British Legation; and 

on December 10th the evacuation of Port Hamilton wes ordered by the 

British government. The British flag was hauled down on February 

27, 1887. (36) Great Britain, however, exacted an understanding 

from the Chinese government that in no circumstances should a foreign 

power be allowed to take possession of the islands. In order to 

live up to the understanding it was said that China offered Korea 

three of its warships , manned with Chinese crews, to assist in pro- 

tecting these islands. The Korean government, on the other hand, 

appointed an official to reside on the island with Korean troops. (37) 

About this time there appeared another interesting person 

upon the stege of Korean politics. It was none other than the Tai 

Won Kun, the fether of the King, who had been in extle in Paotongfu 

since the riot of 1882. Li Hung Chang believed that the King was 

too easily influenced by his consort and others and that Korea under 

the Queen was going in the wrong direction. He felt that the Tai 

Won Kun, the man with the iron will, was needed for China's cause in 

Korea and decided to send him back. (38) 

(35) Ibid. 

(36) For. Rel., 1887, p. 255. 

(37) Ibid. 

(38) Kikuchi, Biography of the Tai Won Kun, pp. 136-142. 
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A month after the signing of the Tientsin Convention the nobles, 

foreign representatives, end common people in Korea were talking about 

the expected return of the Tai Won Kun. As early as the first of 

Mey, 1885, an embassy of three members was appointed by His Majesty 

to go to China to bring back the Tai Won Kun but the visit of the 

embassy was delayed on account of the opposition of the Queen Min 

perty.(39) The Queen and her family and a large group of the most 

powerful nobles, who were influential through connection with the 

Min family, greatly dreaded the return of the Tai Won Kun, the chief 

enemy of the Queen and her femily, and feared his hostility to the 

Mins after his return to Korea. This fear of the Queen's Party for 

the return of the Tai Won Kun was based not only upon personal ani- 

mosity but also upon the possibility of revolution. The Mins had 

exefcised their power in such @ manner as to squeeze the masses by 

excessive and illegal taxation and the latter, losing patience 

threatened revolution and longed for the return of the Tai Won Kun. (40) 

Min Yong Ik, the former ambessador to the United States who enjoyed 

the confidence of the Queen, was made Am Haing Usa or disguised 

detective officer, with a mission to travel about the country incog- 

nito for the purpose of censuring the attitude of the people toward 

their local governors. Foulk believed Min Yong Ik's real object 

in living thus was fear for his own life. (41) 

The facts plainly show that Li Hung Chang did not wish to 

(38) Ibid. 

(40) For. Rel., 1885, p. 349. 

(41) Ibid. 
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cherish friendly relations with the Queen's party so long as his 

ends were to be fulfilled more satisfactorily by the return of the 

Tai Won Kun. Sm@ll wonder then that the Mins were in the way of 

the Chinese in carrying out their dethronement plot of 1866, 

Without any previous notice the Tai Won Kun arrived at Chemulpo 

on October 3, 1885, and under the escort of the Chinese Generel 

Yuen and his troops the aged father of the King returned to his 

former residence. (42) The prevailing sentiment among the people 

over the return of the Tai Won Kun was one of joy mingled with 

apprehension. No sooner had the Tai Won Kun arrived at Seoul when 

the Queen ordered the execution of three persons charged with having 

aided him in the attempt upon her life three years ago. On October 

9th, the third anniversary of her return to Seoul after the attempt 

of the Tai Won Kun upon her life in 1882 was celebrated in the palace 

by @ grand dinner and a series of games, to which the foreign 

representatives were invited. Some people left Seoul, and the 

offices of the government were half deserted and inactive for 

severel days. The Chinese in Seoul did their utmost to calm down 

apprehension and excitement among the peeple. (43) 

About the end of September or the beginning of October, 1885, 

Waeber, Chargé for Russia, arrived to exchange the ratifications of 

the treaty signed with Korea in the previous year. Upon his 

arrival Waeber started negotiations with the Korean government with 

(42) Kikuchi, op. cit., po. 136142, 

(43) Kikuchi, op. eit., PP. 136=142. 
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the view to securing the right of overland trade between Russia and 

Korea, "Mr, Waeber's manner of dealing with the Korean government 

is," reports Foulk to Bayard, "mild and very s=tisfactory to it." (44) 

He also observed that the disposition of the Korean government towards 

Waeber was becoming favorable. On October 16, 1885, the exchange 

of retifications took place, and Russia established her first legation 

in Korea, 

After this success Waeber remembered the Mollendorff secret 

treaty which would have made Korea a protectorate of Russia. 

This brilliant diplomacy and the charming manner of Mrs. Waeber 

won the confidence of the Queen, who was the actual ruler behind 

the throne. During the year 1886 Korean and Chinese diplomatic 

negotiations concerning Port Hamilton were progressing very slowly, 

and the return of the Tai Won Kun upset the plans of the Mins. 

The Min Party correctly realized that his return to Korea would 

eventually mean the downfall of their supremacy and would endanger 

the independence of Korea. Waeber perceived the apprehension of 

the party in power and urged it to send a Koreén minister to Russia 

for the purpose of securing Russian assistance to counteract the 

policy of China. Accordingly in 1886 Kim Yong Won was dispatched 

to Vladivostok with a state document bearing the seal of the King 

and the counter=signature of the Minister of the Interior, but 

lacking the signature of the Foreign Office since it did not favor 

the measure. (45) The secret was known to the Chinese Resident, 

(44) For. Rel., 1885, p. 358. 

(45) Yi shu han kao, 48/33, Hsu, op. cit., p. 129. 
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Yuen, who communicated with the Peking government and advised it 

to: take immediate action before it was too late. On receiving 

Yuen's report the viceroy instructed the Chinese minister at St. 

Petersburg to induce the Russian government not to accept the 

document and at the same time secured from the Peking court a free 

hand in dealing with the situation. (46) The Korean government put 

the entire blame upon the mischief makers, and the ring leader of 

the movement, Kim Yong Won was banished. Waeber himself denied 

that he ever received the document. Such being the case, the 

Korean government, on Yuen's advice, sent a circular note to foreign 

representatives at Seoul declaring that all documents without counter 

signature of the Minister of the Foreign Office were invalid. (47) 

It was after this exciting event had teken place that Ledygensky 

was instructed to see the viceroy at Tientsin in regard to Port 

Hemilton. The Port Hamilton incident seemed to check the Russian 

advance in Korea, since the Russian government authorized a verbal 

declaration that it had ho territorial ambitions towards the penin- 

sula. Yet Russian influence at the Korean court was as strong as 

ever and @ Russo-Japanese repproachment was in sight. Japan was 

not at all pleased with the occupation of Port Hemilton itself and 

the manner in which England conducted negotiations with Peking instead 

of Seoul. Russian influence in Korea was demonstrated by the fact 

that about three years after this secret envoy incident Waeber secured 

an overland commercial treaty which opened a new port, Kyung Heung, 

for Russia. (48) 

(48) Ibid. 

(47) Hsu, op. cit., p. 129. 

(48) Oda, op. cit., pe 115. 
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After the emute of 1884 Li Hung Chang perceived that the King's 

character was too weak to meet all the political turmoils in Seoul. 

He was too easily influenced by his Queen and others. The Russian 

incident confirmed him in his opinion of the King of Korea, for 

the latter denied that he had any share in the plot and stated that 

if his treasonal ministers used the royal seal it was not his fault. 

In fact the King had little to do with it while the Queen engineered 

this attempt to counteract the influence of China and the Tai Won 

Kun and to maintain her supremacy with the aid of Russia. Ror her 

it was a matter of self-defense. (49) Nevertheless Li Hung Chang 

blamed the King and took this opportunity to deliver a lengthy lecture 

to the King in which he threatened dethronement. Let the letter 

speak itself: 

"...In the correspondence of recent years I heve diligently and 

repeatedly enjoined upon your Highness the necessity of being earnest 

in your relations with the sovereign and careful in your cultivation 

of neighbors! friendship, keeping close to decent people and 

distant from the indecent. I heve done this, not because I do not 

know that such loyal advice would not agree with the ear and keep 

your Highness from me, but because both duty and friendship heave 

urged me on, and because I am fully aware that your Highness i® pliable 

in nature and culpable of improvement.... 

"In her relations with the vassal states China is guided by 

the 'rites'. She seeks to be considerate without once encroaching 

upon their rights, and yet goes to their rescue whenever there is 

need, as if they were under her direct rule. Take your country. 

(49) Kikuchi, op. cit., p. 153. 
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e+eIn the troubles of 1882 and 1884 she came to your rescue without 

any thought of the herdship, but the duties which the relation has im- 

posed upon her and from which she cannot escape, In the West such 

is not the rule. The nations that are under the protection of others 

can never stand on the same plane. No, under power and oppression 

they would not remain feudetory states even if they were willing 

to, for the protector would not only interfere with their national 

policies but would also count their people, control their niitery 

forces, tamper with their powers of appointment and collect their 

taxes, and woreeMutL TT even pension off their kings as private citi- 

zens with empty titles to live the lives of exiles. I do not need 

to cite to you the distant examples - Egypt, India and Annam. I 

cannot understand why they want your Highness to give up the glory 

of a fief of several thousand squere miles in exchange for the posi- 

tion of a prisoner. 

"In international intercourse national dignity is held most im- 

portant, The Tungli Yamen of your government has the same functions 

as the Tungli Yamen in the Celestial Court or the foreign office in 

other countries. Matters of foreign relations, be they important 

or unimportant, must pass through it. Such is the general practice 

of all nations, and that must not be deviated from. How can a 

nation be respected by the world if the palace communicates with the 

outside over the head of the Foreign Office and in the ignorance of 

the government to the confusion of order and procedure? When Kim 

Yong Won secretly entered into an agreement with the Russians, it 

still could be pleaded that there was no evidence of full powers 

authorizing such procedure. But when Kim Yu Chun invited the 
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Japanese, there was already a document stamped with the royal seal 

which supplied the Japanese envoy a basis of argument when he took 

up the case with me at Tientsin. This ought to be put up as a warn- 

ing for all generations. How could it be ignored and repested 

again and again? If the palace were cleared of traitors and order 

and dignity properly maintained, eunuchs and maids would not be 

able to sell the country to powerful neighbors in the name of 

authority on high, nor would the national seal be repeatedly em- 

ployed by the rebels. Your letter informs me that last month 

suddenly there were traitors using state documents, etc....Stepping 

on frost one is reminded of the coming of ice. The matter has 

comé to such & pass as almost to involve your Highness in treason 

and incur the hostilities of the enemy and actually cause relatives 

to suspect and the people to stir! This is terrible! If one does 

not repent the past and guard against the future, whth efforts to 

raise one's self; if "the four pillars fall," I am afraid there 

will be nothing left to support the nation. 

"Matters between the Chinese government and your country are 

just like those of one family. If they can be covered up, then in 

accordance with the principle of the spring and autumn annuals in 

ignoring personal middemeanor, why should we not be willing to cover 

them up considerately in order that general interest may not be 

affected and a laughing stock not supplied to the world. 

"Jn her relations with the vassal states China is guided by 

the 'rites!. She seeks to be considerate without once encroaching 

upon their rights, and yet goes to their rescue whenever there is 

need, 2s if they were under her direct rule. Take your country: 
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in the troubles of 1882 and 1884 she came to your rescue without 

any thought of the hardship, but of the duties which the relation 

has imposed upon her and from which she cannot escape. In the West 

such is not the rule. The nations that are under the protection 

of others can never stand on the same plane. No, under power and 

oppression they would not remain feudatory states even if they were 

willing to, for the protector would not only interfere with their 

national policies but would also count their people, control their 

military forces, tamper with their power. But if matters become 

widely known, and cannot be covered up, then we shall have to act 

regretfully in accordance with the fundamental principles of the laws 

of the Empire." (50) 

While Japan was occupied with the treaty revision and domestic 

reforms, (51) China, encouraged by the support of Great Britain, be- 

came economically very aggressive in Korea. 

Although China had been once very reluctant, if not stubborn, 

to utilize the Western method of transportation and commercializa— 

tion, she now realized that the best way of keeping Korea as a 

sphere of influence wes to shorten the distance and time between the 

two countries by the means of telegraphs. In September, 1885, the 

Chinese Chief Superintendent of Telegraphic Communication in Korea, 

Seh, arrived in Korea with a force of workment, consisting of foreign- 

ers employed by ® Danish Telegraph Company and Chinese. Upon his 

(50) Yi shu han kao, 12/9/3, Hsu, op. cit., pp. 131-133. 

(51)T This time Japan's interest in Korea seems to be cooled down. 
"If matters in Korea come to be a crisis Japan's politicians 

ought to make up their minds to have nothing to do with that country." 
Whether Korea retains its independence is a matter of "comparatively 

little concern to us." WNichi Nichi Shimbun, March 7, 1887. Cited 

from Dennett, Amer. in Eastern Asia, pp. 485, foot. 
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arrival at Seoul, Seh, Chief Superintendent of Telegraphs in 

who had been decorated with the peacock's feather, and promoted to 

the rank of brevet salt commissioner, Taotai in the province of 

Chili, and hereditary officer of the fifth rank, issued a proclama- 

tion, announcing that the project resulted from a request of the 

King of Korea directed to Li Hung Chang for the purpose of comnuni- 

cating military reports; and that the people, being notified of His 
Impepial Majesty's 

KK M's decree, were called upon to render all possible assistance 

in completing the work. (52) 

The projected line was to begin at Chemulpo, thence go to 

Seoul, whence it was to extend northwards through Pyeng Yang to 

Eui ju on the Yalu River. At the latter point the line was to be 

connected with the Peking line through Mukden. 

The agreement entered into by Korea and China stipulated that 

China was to erect the line, furnishing the entire capital requtred, 

and put the line in working order. Korea was to receive all the 

receipts of the line during the first five years of its operation, 

and to pay no money to China for the cost of the line during that 

interval. During each year for twenty years subsequent to the 

expiration of these five years Korea would pay toChina 5,000 taels. 

At the end of 25 years, the line was to become the property of the 

Korean government. (53) 

(52) For. Rel., 1885, p. 355. 

(53) For. Rel., 1885, p. 355. 
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The Seoul-Chemulpo line was put into operation on the 27th of 

September, 1885, and the extension of the line to Euiju,where the 

Korean and Chinese lines were connected, was comvleted on November 

20, 1885. Thus Korea was opened to the outer world through Peking. (54) 

Japan was dissatisfied with the manner in which negotiations 

for this telegraph line were condutted and protested that the 

Chinese line was an infringement upon rights granted to Japan by 

Korea in an agreement concerning the Nagasaki-Fusan cable line. 

This line was incorporated into the system of the Great Northern Tel- 

egraph Company to which Jepan had granted a monopoly of cable lines 

to China. Japan then entered into negotiations with Korea for 

the erection by Japan of a land telegraph line to connect Seoul with 

Fusan and Japan. The Korean government refused to grant a con- 

cession, but agreed to build the line as a Korean enterprise. (55) 

This was done, but under Chinese direction. In this contest for 

telegraph lines in Korea Japan clearly lost equal rights with China 

in Korea, 

China pushed her advantage in her attempt to upset the equilibrium 

of forces in Kore@:in another sphere. The Korean customs service 

was corrupt and independent of the Chinese customs under von 

Mollendorff. For the first two years it had a surplus of about 

$45,000 per year, but the Korean government received nothing, (56) 

(54) Ibid. 

(55) For.Rel., 1885, pp. 355 seq. 

(56) For. Rel., 1885, p.359. 
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for the whole amount spent on impractical schemes. The head of 

customs made no financial or statistical reports to the government. 

He claimed that the records had been destroyed in a conflagration.(57) 

Upon the departure of von Mollendorff the Chinese government, with 

the encouragement of Great Britain - especially that of Sir Robert 

Hart, administered the Korean Customs through the customs officers 

trained in and sent by China though independent of the Chinese 

customs. (58) The aim of China henceforth was not only to restore 

the status quo ante 1876, but to make Korea a province of the 

Chinese Empire. In place of Moéllendorff, Li Hung Chang selected 

an American, H. F. Merrill, (59) who had been in the Chinese customs 

service, to head the Korean Customs. He arrived in Korea, September 

4th, on a Chinese revenue steamer and declared himself the Inspector- 

General of the Customs of Korea. Sir Robert Hart's instructions 

to Merrill were significant for they represented the views of both 

Great Britain and China. He stated: 

"Korea is China's tributary. Keep steadily in view the 

possibility of union between Korean and Chinese customs - 

such a result will be best for both Korea and China." (60) 

He also hoped that the Korean ministers would find the system of 

drafting men from the Chinese customs work so efficient that they 

would steadily support it afterwards. (61) 

(57) Ibid. 

(58) Ibid. 

(59) A young man in his 33rd year. 

(60) Moree, op. cit., pp. 13-14. 

(61) Ibid. 
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Merrill's position in Korea was simply that of Chief Commissioner 

of Customs, nothing more, In this respect he was neither the Sir 

Robert Hart in China nor his predecessor von Mollendorff in Korea. 

He was, however, expected to work for the cause of China, namely, 

the union of the customs of the two countries. Merrill's in- 

structions to further the cause of China did not please the King of 

Morea as well as to his confidential adviser Foulk, but the latter 

pursuaded the King to accept the nomination of Merrill, since he 

was an American by nationality and would not hamper the interests 

of America in Korea as his predecessor Méllendorff had done. 

Li Hung Chang was fully aware of the fact that st Peking Sir °* 

Robert Hart was one of the most influential advisers in international 

affairs, and that Merrill might become a Sir Hart in Korea. In fact 

Sir Robert hoped that Merrill might be called on to give advice to 

the Korean ministers, although he warned him not to "be tempted to 

hook on, or drop your moprings, elsewhere." (62) Li Hung Chang 

moreover feared the extension of Hart's influence in Korea and de- 

cided to checkmate it. It seems that Yuen Shih Kai, the Chinese 

Resident at Seoul, had the same suspicion and suggested the appoint- 

ment of Denny as an adviser for the Foreign Office to the head of 

the Korean government. He then went to the viceroy who directed 

Detring to cable to 0. N. Denny the former American consul at 

Tientsin and general-consul at Shanghai at his home in Portland, 

Oregon. (63) Li Hung Chang had no doubt that this American who 

(62) Morse, op. cit., p. 13. 

(63) Ibid., pe 14. < 
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had never been in the Chinese service would be loyal to the cause 

of China. Nor did he pause to consider the possibility of rivalry 

for power between Yuen Shih Kai and Denny. In February, 1886, 

Denny arrived in Korea and accepted the post of Adviser to the King 

and Director of Foreign Affairs. Thus two Americans were holding 

importent positions in the Korean government service, while another 

American, George Foulk, was the most trusted adviser to the King. 

Not long after the arrival Denny noted Yuen Shih Kai's tactless 

and abrupt attempt to keep him in a subordinate position. It was 

enough to alienate Denny's loyalty to China, and thereafter he served 

the cause of Korean independence. In serving the cause of Korea 

Denny noted that his fellow countryman, Foulk, acted as a confidential 

adviser to the King and had an enormous influence at court. Such 

an influential position was the thing which Denny had been longing 

for by the virtue of being adviser to the King and Director of 

Foreign Affairs, but imposition did not approximate that of Foulk. 

Denny then became jealous of Foulk. The plans of Li Hung Chang in 

Korea collapsed on account of the rivalry existing between Yeun 

end Denny. Yet Yuen was nothing but loyal to his chief and always 

endeavored to fulfill his missions by fair means or foul. 

Besides this official interference in Korean trade and govern- 

ment ordinary Chinese merchants and Chinese officers in Korea 

disregarded the laws and regulations of the country in which they 

resided. One of the chief violations of Koréan law was the 

smuggling of red ginseng to China chiefly through the port of 

Chemulpo. Since the ginseng trade was one of thd largest sources 
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of revenue for the Korean government, the King declared it a govern- 

ment monopoly and by agreement with the Western powers as well as 

with China forbade the export of red ginseng by other than govern- 

ment officials. The Royal agents at Songdo alone could manufacture 

red ginseng and then nearly the whole crop was carried to China on 

the annual Korean overland embassy. A part of the crop was given 

to the Korean embassy to China as compensation for their services 

and the balance was disposed of in Peking. The whole crop was es- 

timated at about 1,000 piculs, the highest estimate of revenue being 

POSH gi addition a tex was collected on the ginseng farms in 

Songdo and on the ginseng in transit to China at Euiju, the aggregate 

of these taxes alone Was commonly reported as sufficient to meet 

half the expenses of the government. (65) 

In most cases Chinese officers as well as civilians smuggled 

the red ginseng on gunboats. Chinese civilians were allowed to 

transport ginseng on Chinese gunboats which were immune from in- 

spection by customs officers. Korean customs officers tried to 

stop the illegal traffic and appealed to the Chinese consul in 

Chemulpo for the right to search the effects of persons who sailed 

in the Chinese gunboats, but the right of search was protested by 

the Chinese on the -round that the Chinese subjects were furnished 

passes by the Chinese authorities, and that the boats were public 

vessels of China. At one time, in February, 1886, a Chinese mob 

(64) For. Rel., 1886, p. 212. 

(65) Ibid. 
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in Chemulpo attacked a Korean watchman in the Customs House to- 

gether with an American customs officer, Charles Welch, because a 

Chinese had been stopped at the Customs House on his way to the 

beach, The Chinese engaged in the riot were tried in Seoul in 

the presence of Merrill, the Chief Commissioner of Customs of 

Korea and Welch, the customs officer who hed been assaulted. Yuen 

announced the decision, saying that four Chinese were convicted and 

would be severely beaten} and departed, but the real leader of the 

riot was freed from all punishment. Furthermore, Yuen forced the 

Minister of the Korean Foreign Office to punish the Korean watchman 

who had stopped the Chinese at the Customs House. It was rather 

hopeless to get any just handling of this matter of smuggling of 

red ginseng from Yuen because he himself was one of the chief 

smugglers. (66) Indeed it was he who brought pressure to bear 

upon the President of the Foreign Office to permit the exportation 

of goods to China without examination. Merrill was so disgusted 

with this decision that he appealed the case to Li Hung Chang by 

telegraph. A reheersing of the case was held by Yuen with better 

results. Denny reported that "the chief commissioner of Customs 

hes done all in his power to break up these lawless and fraudulent 

practices. He has appealed to the President of the Foreign Office, 

to the viceroy at Tientsin, and to the Inspector General of Customs 

in China to aid him in enforcing the laws and regulations of the 

Korean Customs service, but thus far without avail." (67) 

(66) Denny, China and Korea; Cong. Record, Aug. 31, 1888, pp. 8139 seq. 

(67) Ibid. 
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The Chinese officers and civilians in Korea were not only 

violating the regulations of the customs, but also hindering the 

extension of the customs service in Korea, for such a rigid system 

of trade regulation tended to destroy the smugsling trade. With 

the view to opening a2 customs service at Pyeng Yang, the center of 

culture and trade in the northwestern part of Korea, a steamer was 

engeged to survey the Tai Dong River. While the survey was being 

made, the Chief Commissioner of Customs in Korea was informed by Yuen 

Shih Kai that the viceroy, Li Hung Chang, had rejected such a project 

on the ground that Pyeng Yang would seriously interfere with Chinese 

trade. (68) Thus Chinese interference in Korean affairs reached 

the highest point in the entire annals of her relations with Korea. 

But still more exciting episodes remain to be told. Upon his 

release from exile the Tai Won Kun recommended that China should 

appoint an official to rule Korea in conjunction with the King after 

the precedent of the Yuan dynasty. (69) When the plot to invite 

Russian interference with the view of obtaining complete independence 

of Korea was revealed, "the question was mooted in Chinese govern- 

ment circles." (70) In fact, a similar plan had been made even 

before the Russian incident. Perhaps, when the viceroy, the Tai Won 

Kun, and Yuen, who went after the father of the King, met at Tientsin 

they discussed a coupd'etat which had for its purpose the deposition 

(68) Denny, China and Kores. 

(69) Memorandum by the Tai Won Kun, 11/6/23, Yi shu han kao, 17/14 
L, Hsu, op. cit., pp. 130-131. 

(70) Ibid. 
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of the King, for there is evidence that the Chinese coup d'etat 

wes planned earlier than the alleged Queen's plot with Russia. 

If the coup was not planned earlier than the Queen's plot then both 

plots were inaugurated by the announced return of the Tai Won Kun. 

It is a curious fact that Kim Yong Won's mission to Vladivostok has 

received very little attention from Japanese and Korean historians, 

whereas Chinese sources seem to be abundant. This circumstance led 

some people to suspect that the alleged Kim Yong Won plot itself was 

of Chinese origin and had for its purpose the furnishing of a good 

excuse for dethroning the King. (71) © 

An exciting instance of the plot to dethrone the King of Korea 

was engineered by Yune Shih Kai, and exposed by Min Yong Ik in July, 

1886. (72) Since 1883 Yuen as a Generel and Resident had been try- 

ing all possible means to weaken the royal authority in the eyes of 

Koreen officers and subjects alike. He did not hesitate to threaten 

the King, with the Chinese army and navy and the vengeance of the 

viceroy. Li Hung Chang, in order to compel compliance with his wishes 

and demands. Following the riot of September, 1882, Yuen was made 

Do-kam, or Commander-in-Chief of the Korean army; and through his 

influence two Chinese, Ma and Wong, werd placed in very important 

positions in the Korean government and the Chinese military in- 

structors were brought over to Korea, His instructions were unknown 

to the outsiders but he was given a blanket power, Even Robert Hart 

himself once said, "I too, feel that Yuen is there (Korea) with 

(71) Denny holds that view. See his pamphlet, China and Korea, 

(72) Denny, China and Korea. 
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instructions and to carry out a policy, but I know nothing of 

either." (73) It was true that his mission in its simplest sense 

was "to confirm the dependence of Korea on Chine and to combat all 

efforts of the Korean King to assert his independence." (74) With 

the view to fulfilling this mission he once cultivated a good under- 

standing with the Queen party and installed a pro-Chinese government 

which was nothing more than his own tool; he controlled the Korean 

army; he fought a fight with the Japanese soldiers; he insulted the 

King of Korea by riding in his chair to the palace, almost up to 

the very entrance leading to the presence of the King; and he threat- 

ened the King with the plan of dethronement. But his persistent 

effort since 1883 in carrying out his mission brought no visible 

result. As soon as the rumor of dethronement reached the ears of 

the pro-Chinese party even including Queen Min herself stopped all 

communication with Yuen. 

At this juncture Yuen was called back to Tientsin by his chief, 

Li Hung Chang, to escort the ex-regent, Tai Won Kun, to Korea, 

His service in escorting the ex-regent brought him a promotion from 

@ mere general to Chinese Chief Minister of Diplomacy and Commerce 

in Korea, and in the middle of November, 1886 he was raised to the 

rank of Resident in Korea. (75) 

When the Tai Won Kun arrived in Korea the Chinese sought to 

utilize his presence in furthering their plan of annexing Korea. 

(73) Hart to Merrill, Dec. 4, 1886, Morse, op. cit., p. 16 footnote. 

(74) Ibid. 

(75) Oda, op. cit., pp. 66-67, 



ae 

| 1 ti xatsor » dere rma sae rp 

penton “teelqmie atk mt no Be bes gtd tedt agit asw tL. Ny: 5 tiled Ee | ee 

‘Tis tedaa oF fem of bef ao ae10% to comshneveb att oxitaoD of” paw 

av2W | (BP) ",eomohnovebat shit dyeaes of antX asotcX att to ataotte 

~t ober bocg & batovldlero ome at Goieein efit sotltitiot of waty add 

imeontevos eaenidd-omy 9 helleteat hae ytreq noes) odd ddiw gxthaste 

ameto’ add bellordos si ifoot myo eid matt etom satdtom eaw dotdw 

ont botivent at jersthloe sacanqel eit déiw ida tt s tigcot od ryote 

ot qr teomia .esafeq adt of therlo cid at anthts yd sarod to arti 

~thotdt of Sas pamih edt to eomeeatg ant ot anthnel socaténs yrov odd 

trotaletes etd def 8 .tnemenotiteh to asiq ed? dtiw eciR ond Sons 

eldtaiv om tiycord ry fm sist tro patyrtes mt S88i somts srotte 

to eteo edd hedocet tassienomiteh Yo tomit edd a¢ dooe GA .dEest 

Lis becqote Yfeered aiM meoup sathylot! ceva ytxa¢ seentdo-o1w elt 

s9nY ddiw mo btestagumoo 

«Mido eid XG gieduell ot von’ belies gan tony suyfonnt ott $A 
ETON OF .cgt aoW tat) theget-e ant t9980 of ,gaed) saek LI 

mort moliomore s mil disverd theget-xo add gaittooes mi eolvtes’ aiff 

sotenmoD bas yormoLa ie to tetein iM teidd onemti of Lsemay orem s 

oft ot hor tay sew ext osel . todmeay ol to elhbia auld. af Age .se10% mf 

(80). .sev0¥ mi tnabives Yo snes 

ot Sigcoe oportdd orld S9ICA af havitre art cov fa? odd aadW 

-89T0OX gahreane to aslo tisdd atiteddaut mi someeata etd os il fae 

-ofontoot Of .¢ ,.tfo «co eet .dReL :* .00C,  Lftrtem oF test . (ey) may i) 

EST | SAV) a 

. 
Pgh i ae f W 

5 : ) j 
by : 

‘ ‘ t -" a age? Me | be ee See ae: tt ' Wit ede ep “t Pat as » PRTC ane Tes i Pe in Ae } i ; oe” r) oe, | a Oe ie ae Ble < 12 



(295) 

As a preliminary step the Chinese faction spread the news in the 

summer of 1886 that the King had sent out a letter to a friendly 

third power, requesting its protection against the aggressions of 

China. (76) This propaganda aimed not merely to embarrass Denny, 

the adviser to the King and director of the Foreign Office, but 

also to discredit the King before the nobles and commoners. (77) 

At the same time this propaganda would offer China a good excuse 

for direct action. Meanwhile the Tai Won Kun and Yuen Shih Kai 

were organizing a plot the main outline of which provided the 

following action: Korean soldiers were to be drilled at Kangwhe under 

the pretext of garrisoning the strategic points in the Island against 

outside barbarians.The soldiers were then to be reviewed by Yuen 

so that they might readily recognize "their commander" at the crucial 

moment and then trensfered somewhere near to the palace in Seoul 

for future uee. The' Tai Won Kun's palace, which was very close to 

the palace occupied by the King, was to be set on fire as a signal 

for the followers of the Tai Won Kun to begin the attack on the 

King's palace. During the confusion Yuen Shih Kai was to appear 

with the soldiers, reviewed by him, under the pretense of suppressing 

the rioters. He was to take possession of the person of the King, 

carry him out of the palace, and declare the son of the King's 

elder brother King of Korea with the Tai Won Kun as regent. for 

this plot Yuen furnished about 3,000 taels, including the expenses 

(76) See above, 

(77) Denny, China and Korea. 
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of drilling and transporting the Korean troops. (78) 

Defiance of the Min Party by Yuen led to the failure of the 

plot. The Min Party was not blindly pro-Chinese. It was nationalist 

as well as pro-Chinese. But its loyalty to China was doubtful 

since it was pro-Chinese merely for the political purpose of maintain- 

ing control of the government. As soon as the nation's existence 

was in question and their power was threatened they ceased to be 

pro-Chinese. Min Yong Ik,vwho led the pro-Chinese Party right after 

his return from abroad, rallied to the support of the King and took 

part in the plot with the knowledge of His Mejesty. He furnished 

information of the progress of the plot to the King and Denny who 

foiled the designs of their enemies. "Perhaps, the most extraor- 

dinary part of this infamous business is," said Denny, ®the dreught 

of it which was to have been, and doubtless was, submitted to the 

viceroy for his approval or rejection." (79) Although the conspi- 

racy collapsed, the Chinese Resident did not omit to claim 3,000 

tael he had invested in the enterprise. The sum was subsequently 

returned to him. (80) 

Yuen now wrote a long Memorial to His Majesty, in which he de- 

plored the miserable condition in the peninsule, edvised the king to 

avoid "narrow-minded" persons like Kim Ok Kiun, for they always en- 

deavored to invite foreign help and to organize conspiracy against 

(78) Denny, Chine and Korea. 

(79) Denny, China and Kores. 

(80) Ibid. 
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their King in order to obtain their selfish ends. He sought to 

efface his connection with the plot of dethronement and maintained 

that after his return to Korea with the Tai Won Kun from a few 

month's absence, to his extreme surprise, he discovered "disquieting 

signs in the tendency of affairs." "Aecordingly I cried to your 

Majesty's ministers day and night," said he,"until my lips were 

parched and my tongue worn out, hoping that your Majesty would be 

pleased to maintain forever the safety of the country and the welfare 

of the nation, but my influence was weak and my natural parts insig- 

nificant, so my empty words were of no avail. The affair of the 

seventh month (1886) came on." (81) He then compared himself to 

a carpenter of a disabled vessel, Korea. The ten reforms enumerated 

in his memorial are a valuable statement of his political views. 

He advised first the appointment of ministers from hereditary houses; 

second, dismissal of minor officers from His Majesty's confidence; 

third, the winning of the hearts of the people; fourth, the distri- 

bution of power; fifth, the removal of Buspicion; and sixth, economy. 

Here again he could not trust "small minded officers," for their 

"sole object is to promote their own privete interest." He condemend 

the new innovations coming from or through the United States such 

as the epection of a mint, a hospital under Dr. Allen, the establish- 

ment of an American model farm, and the purchase of a steamship from 

the American Trading Company at Yokohama. Under the seventh 

heading Yuen advised the proper selection of advisers; in the eighth, 

rewards and punishments; in the ninth, the friendship of a friendly 

(81) For. Rel., 1887, pp. 256-258. 
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country. Under the latter heading Yuen preached a sermon, saying 

that "if they (China and Korea) keep in intimate terms no foreign 

nations will be able to interfere between them, groundless rumors 

will cease to be circulated, people will feel secure, and the country 

will be safe forever.... If your Majesty's people decide not to 

reject the help of China, no foreign country can subject Korea to 

insulting treatment." At last he advised tntrusting the management 

of foreign affairs to a proper person, and to treat treaty powers 

with courtesy and faith. He also thought that if every affair of 

State was controlled by the ministers of State in council, no 

secret plot would be possible. (82) 

Throughout all this lengthy memorial one cannot help but being 

impressed by the fact that Yuen tried to defend his innocence in 

the dethronement plots; that he condemned all kinds of innovations; 

and that he urged the King to come under the influence of China, by 

urging the dismissal of advisers like Denny and Foulk who were earn- 

estly working for Korean independence, by advising that all State 

affairs be placed in the hands of the ministers of State in council 

over which Yuen had great influence. 

The King did not consider the Yuen memorial very seriously. In 

September when the dethronement plot became a thing of the past, Denny 

was sent to Tientsin by the King to confer with Li Hung Chang in 

regard to Yuen's extraordinary conduct and his Chinese policy towards 

Korea in general. At this time Li Hung Chang told Denny that it 

(82) Ibid. 
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was his intention to remove Yuen, as being young, not only in years 

but also in experience for the post. (83) During a second visit 

to Li Hung Chang, October, 1866, the viceroy turned a deaf ear 

to what Denny told about Yuen's conduct in the plot. Indeed he told 

Denny that he knew all about the dethronement scheme. (84) Nothing 

was done about reprimanding Yuen, but instead he was made Resident 

in November of the same year. A possible explanation of this atti- 

tude may be Li Hung Chang's opinion that thus far China had been 

a vin a a temporizing policy in Korea. (85) Since the plot of 

June the viceroy received from the Peking government sole control over 

Korean affairs. He wanted peace while effecting a radical change 

in his Korean policy. As to the first step he retained his vigorous 

representative in Korea and promoted his post. To Ki Hung Chang 

Yuen's abrupt and tactless conduct did not seem to be distrustful. 

Even in the plot of dethronement Li Hung Chang did not worry about 

Yuen's mischief, but suspected him of playing an underhand game. 

The suspicious cloud over Yuen's underhand game was dissipated, and 

Li promoted him to carry out positive policies instead of temporizing 

ones in Korea, 

China realized that the presence of foreigners in Seoul was an 

obstacle in carrying out her program of annexation. Accordingly she 

tried to exclude floreigners altogether. Seoul was opened to commerce 

(83) Denny, China and Korea. 

(84) Ibid. 

(85)  Detring to Merrill, Aug. 20, 1886; Morse, op. cit., p. 17. 
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by the Chinese government when it issued trade and commercial regu- 

lations of September, 1882; England claimed the same rights as China 

and so stipulated it in her treaty with Korea with one condition that 

in case the Chinese government sees fit to relinquish the right then 

Great Britain would no longer claim that right for her subjects. (86) 

By the interpretation of the most-favored~nation clause all the 

treaty powers were entitled to use the right. At the end of 1886 

there were five American citizens, owning property, the value of 

which was roughly estimated at $12,000, for whfch they received 

certificates of purchase issued by the mayoralty of Seoul, at the 

request of the Foreign Office, and registered at the United States 

Legation. (87) This property, however, belonged to no merchants, 

but to missionary societies. The foreigners who had most commercial 

interests in Seoul were Japanese.Since the Tientsin Convention the 

Japanese government encouraged its subjects to settle there. The 

result was that there was a colony of Japanese in Seoul larger than 

that of any other treaty power, and the only one which had trading 

establishments or trade with the exception of Chinese. The American 

commercial interests were negligent even in the leading port, Chemulpo, 

where the monthly gross receipts of revenue reached $20,000, and were 

increasing each month. (88) There was but one Americen merchant, 

@ general commission merchant, established there, while the interests 

(86) Chung, Korean Treaties. 

(87) Rockhill to Bayard, Dec. 17, 1886; For. Rel., 1887, p. 253. 

(88) For. Rel., 1885, p. 360. 
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of Japan and China were represented by consuls and those of England 

and Germany by vice-consuls. Up to this time the American firms 

in Japan conducted their business in Korea through traveling agents. 

The expenses of conducting business in this way was great. 

Accordingly the American merchants in Yokohama addressed Foulk to 

ask the State Department to take steps in facilitating business 

enterprises. (89) 

If China relinquished her right to trade in Seoul, then Great 

Britain would not claim the right and the rest of the treaty powers 

then could not invoke the most-~favored- nation clause. The Chinese 

government intended to remove its merchants and trading posts from 

Seoul to Long San, which as early as 1884 Minister Foote, together 

with the Jepanese minister, English consul-general, and a member of 

the Korean Foreign Office hed selected for a general foreign settle- 

ment instead of Yang Wha Jin. Had this scheme been carried out the 

Japanese interests would have been damaged heavily, and the Japanese 

government would have naturelly resisted the exclusion of its subjects 

from Seoul. On the other hand the United Stetes representative in 

Seoul was uncertain about his fellow edaxtr phen out there as mission- 

eries in case the Chinese view prevailed and foreign merchants were 

driven from the capital. 

Although there was no treaty provision for missionary activities 

the American missionaries representing both Presbyterian and Methodist 

sects came to the capital and engaged chiefly in medical and education- 

al work. This tacit permission was followed by material support 

(89) Ibid. 
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from the Korean government due chiefly to the personality and use- 

fulness of the early missionaries, Dr. H. N. Allen, for example, 

won the respect and confidence of the court by treating Ming Yong Ik 

and other noble persons, and as a rewerd for his service a government 

hospital was set up and later he was decorated by the King. (90) 

In the government hospits1 Allen and his associate Dr. H. G Heron 

treated some 11,000 patients during the year (1885), and in the 

hospital they set up a school of chemistry and medicine of which Mr. 

H. G. Underwood was teacher. In social work there three men es- 

tablished an orphanage and distributed some 12,000 meals to poor 

people during a year. (91) Dr. Williem B. Screnton and family, 

and Mrs. M. F. Screnton, with Mr. H. G. Appenzeller represented the 

Methodist Mission in Seoul. Dr. Scranton opened a private hospitel 

and treated many hundreds of patients and Mr. Appenzeller opened a 

school - Pai Chei Hak Tang. Since these American missionaries were 

doing humanitarian work with the approval and support of the Korean 

government Bayard hoped that the exchkusion note would not include 

them. (92) 

As the later fact proves China could not insist upon moving 

trade from Seoul and the foreign merchants and American missionaries 

stayed at the capital and pursued their vocations. So long as the 

missionaries were engaged in medical, charity, and educationel work 

(90) Allents Diery, No. l. 

(91) For. Rel., 1886, pp. 222-223. 

(92) Ibid., pp. 261-263. 
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the government rether encouraged them, but when they began to teach 

religious doctrines in their schools and amongst the people through- 

out the country the government complained to Dinsmore. On April 20, 

1888, Cho Pyong Sik, President of the Foreign Office sent a note to 

the United States representative requesting his official interference 

to prevent the missionaries from doing active evangelistic work. (93) 

At first Dinsmore thought he could liberally interpret the Franco- 

Korean treaty in which Article Iv, sec. 2 provided "that they (French) 

shall have the liberty to practice their religion" and that "French- 

men resorting to Korea for the purpose of studying or teaching the 

written or spoken language, sciences, laws and arts, shall in testi- 

mony of the sentiments of good friendship which animate the high con- 

tracting parties always receive aid and assistance." (94) On second 

thought he and his chief, Bayard, at Washington, thought that these 

provisions did not sanction religious liberty in Korea and decided to 

comply with the request of the Korean Foreign Office. (95) It would 

not be surprising if the Chinese instigsted the anti-missionary feeling 

eamohg the Conservatives, for Korean enlightenment might foil the 

Chinese designs in Korea. It acelin, cepecndlas to assume that the King 

was behind this agitation since he sent for American teachers to 

educate Koreans in the modern way even before any missionaries started 

schools. Accordingly Messrs Gilmore, Bunker, and Hulbert arrived in 

(93) For. Rel., 1888, pp. 446-448. 

(94) Ibid. 

(95) Ibid. 
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the summer of 1886. 

If China were to focus her hatred of foreigners in Korea upon 

& single individual her choice would fall upon George Foulk, who had 

been confidential adviser to the King and earnestly worked for the 

welfere of Korea. "Down with Foulkt" was the Chinese demand. 

Even as a chargé in diplomatic service for the United States, Foulk's 

situetion had been very hard, for he had no private means and relied 

entirely upon the salary of a chargé d'affaires. Furthermore, the 

appropriations for the diplomatic service for the year 1884-85 became 

exhausted before the new appropriations were authorized and to the 

dismay of Foulk as well as to the damage of his credit, two of his 

drefts on the department, amounting to more than $1200, were returned 

unhonored. (96) He could not meet even his barest personal expenses, 

not speaking of maintaining the dignity of his post. Notwithstanding 

this difficulty he served for fourteen months as chargé in Seoul. 

Besides this financial difficulty there had come constent quarrels 

with Yuen Shi Kai and Li Hung Chang, and the jealousy of his fellow 

countryman, Denny, but worst of all his health was breaking down. 

On February 18, 1886, Foulk begged the State Department to relieve 

him. He was phsyically weak, the animosity toward him was intense, 

and his intimate relations with the King became the causes of his 

being persona non grate. Despite these facts Foulk obeyed the order 

of the State Department in the fall of 1886 and returned to his post 

in Seoul again. (97) The King welcomed him with rejoicing,whereas 

(96)  Foulk Papers; D ennett, Early American Policy in Korea, Pol. 
Sci. Quart., 38, p. 97. 

(97) Ibid. 
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the Chinese, the British, and possibly Denny dreaded his return. 

With the exception of the short serviee of Rockhill as chargé at 

Seoul and a brief vacation in the early part of 1887 Foulk stayed in 

Korea until his recall. 

The Chinese in Korea now launched a formidable campaign to 

persuade the United States government to recall Foulk. Through the 

Poreign Office the charge was made that Foulk had been involved in 

the plot of December 4, 1884. The charge was based upon the report 

of the plot to the State Department which was published in Foreign 

Affairs in 1885. Rockhill vigorously defended Foulk and secured 

@ written retraction of the charge from the Foreign Office, but the 

charge was renewed upon the arrival of Hugh A Dinsmore to Korea 

(April 1, 1887), and the Chinese government now took up the matter 

through the channel of the United States Legation in Peking, request- 

ing the removal of Foulk from Korea entirely. The King implored the 

American government to ignore the demand of the Foreign Office, which 

had been a tool of Yune Shi Kai, but ints, took the ground that he 

could not ignore the official request for the removel of Foulk. 

Bayard was aware of the fact that the accusation was groundless and 

approved the conduct of Foulk, yet Foulk was diplomatically persona 

non grate and was ordered to report to the commanding officer of 

the American naval forces. "Bayard ehose to ignore the fact pointed 

out by Dinsmore that the issue was a test case and that to accede to 

the wishes of China was almost equivelent to an acknowledgment of 

Chinese suzerainty." (98) In other words, Bayard was not interested 

(98) Dennett, ov. cit., p. 100. 
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in knowing what the real issue was in the accusation, but he wanted 

to deal with the matter as it came up reg=rdiess of implications of 

the case, He turned a deaf ear to the King of Korea and Dinsmore 

so that he could handle the case as an ordinary diplomatic incident. 

His attitude, was, therefore, very significant, for it was the beginning 

of America's concession in recognizing the Chinese claim to the 

suzerainty over Korea, American policy during the Foulk period re- 

velas lack of good statesmanship. Even prior to the departure of 

Minister Foote the Washington government began to reconsider America's 

position in Korea, No new policy which would be suitable to the 

peculiar situation in Korea resulted except that America began to 

retreat from Korea where ies policies were balked at by the Buropean 

powers and China, The Washington government never seemed to realize 

the significance of the Shufeldt treaty, which served as the first 

strong wedge between Korea and China. In fact American idealism was 

smothered by the obnoxious ges of the European policy; and Bayard 

was nearly ready to yield to Chinats claim. There never seemed to 

exist any definite instructions given to the United States represen- 

tative in Korea during the Foulk period. The Washington government 

was not able to formulate a definite policy for the guidance of 

Foulk,. It did nothing, exeept stand still, fleither did it dare re- 

call Foulk even though he confessed thet owing to his poor health and 

his intimate relations with the King he was umable to represent the 

United States diplomatically. So far as American policy in Korea 

was concerned, the Washington government nearly ceased to function, 

yet Foulk pulled and guided the way although his government ws re- 

luctant to follow his vigorous lead. 
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The last days of Foulk's residence in Korea were pitiful. He 

was despised by the Chinese, now ostracized by foreigners who sided 

with the British and the Chinese, and was in broken health. Even 

his life was uncertain while he was waiting for recall from his gov- 

ernment. The King of Korea was broken hearted at the loss of a 

good friend and offered him a position as adviser and urged him to 

return, but in accordance with the advice of his American friend he 

refused to accept it. It is the end of Foulk's diplomatic activity 

in Korea, to which he had been commissioned after the departure of 

Minister Foote. 

China had repeatedly failed to stop Korea's relations with 

Western nations. She tried to exclude foreigners from Han Yang, 

the capital of Korea, by surrendering her special treaty provision 

of 1882, but failed. She tried to stop the Korean embassy to 

America, by a legal argument, without success. She knew that the 

only obstacle in her way to annexation of Korea was the presence 

of the Westerners who had sympathized with the cause of Korea and 

Japanese, her rival in Korea, Thus far China used more or less 

legitimate methods to achieve her purpose. The utter failure of 

such methods convinced her that her diplomatic arguments were weak, 

She now turned to ignorant masses of Koreans for aid in exterminating 

the foreigners. The Chinese knew how to exploit the superstition 

of ignorant masses from their experience at Tientsin in 1870, when 

they brought about the massacre of French missionaries. Why not 

then try the same policy in Korea? 

In the middle of 1888 rumors were spread in Seoul thet foreigners - 
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especially Americans and Japanese - stole and purchased Korean 

children for eating purposes and converted them into medicine and 

material to be used in the making of photographs. (99) About the 

middle of June, 1888, the excitement culminated in the killing on 

the streets of Seoul a number of Koreans accused of being engaged 

in the stealing of children. It was alleged that the schools of 

the American missionaries were mere agencies for procuring children 

for the purpose above mentioned, American Minister resident 

Dinsmore learned that the natives were about to make an attack on 

Chung Dong, the locality in which the Americans resided and in which 

the legation was situated. Natives employed by Americans would not 

go out upon the streets and in some cases quit work, It is highly 

interesting to note that the accusation was directed chiefly against 

Americans and Japanese while there were French, English, German, 

and Russian residents in Seoul. "Yet no such accusations were laid 

at the door of the Chinese, notwithstanding the well known fact that 

at least one Chinese merchant has for a long time been engaged in the 

traffic of buying and shipping Korean children out of the country 

for sale." (100) 

Feeling that the circumstances were of a serious character, 

Dinsmore telegraphed to Commander T. F. Jewell, commanding the U.S.S. 

Essex, then in port at Chemulpo, on June 18, to send a detachment of 

twenty men for the protection of Americans. On the following morning 

at 10 o'clock ea company of twenty-eight men under the command of 

(99) Denny, China and Korea. 

(100) Denny, ibid. 
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Lieutenant C. D. Galloway arrived at the American legation; similar 

action was taken both by the Russian (Waeber) and French legations 

(M. Colin de Plancy) respectively. (101) 

While the foreign detachements were marching toward Seoul, 

all the foreign representatives except Yuen Sai Kai, who had been 

ill since the beginning of the excitement, met at the American lega- 

tion and formalated such a proclemation suited to the situation, and 

in a joint note to the Foreign Office respectfully submitted it for 

publication, if approved. As the excitement reached its highest point, 

proclamations issued by the Korean government were posted on the 

city gates and in other public places on that same night. On the 

next day the foreign soldiers and marines marched into the capital, 

which fact undoubtedly produced a most salutory effect in preserving 

law and order. The King also published a proclamation with the 

royal seal, denying that foreigners had any participation in the 

taking of children. (102) 

Peace and order was restored. The United States detachment 

left Seoul on June 25th. Dinsmore observed that this incident 

was wholly inconsistent with the gener?l1 disposition of the native 

masses towards foreigners as manifested by their universal respect 

and kindness in the past. (103) 

(101) Fer. Rel., 1888, pp. 540 seo. 

(102) Denny, ibid. 

(103) For. Rel., 1888, p. 540. 
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Being informed of this disturbance in Seoul, Senator Mitchell 

of Oregon, submitted a resolution on August 22, 1888, requesting the 

President to transmit to the Senate copies of all official correspon- 

dence between the United States and Korea, including that relating to 

the recent distrubances and alleged massacre of Koreans in the streets 

of Seoul, Korea, on or about June 20th, and touching the causes in- 

citing thereto, if any. (104) He, perhaps, sought to humiliate 

China again in the midst of the inténse anti-Bhinese feeling on 

account of the immigration problem rather than to present the case 

of Korea, In denouncing the illegality of Chinese interferenée in 

Korea he maintained rightly the view that "Corea stands today in 

history and in virtue of international law as much as an independent 

government as do any of the Christian powers of the world....It is 

believed...that for a long time pest the Imperial government of China 

had, through its chief officers and representatives, and especially 

and particularly its representative at the City of Seoul, been con- 

templating the subjugation and entire absorbtion of Korea; that the 

conduct of that power and of its chief representatives at Seoul has 

during the past nine years, and especially more recently, been of 

such a systematically arbitrary, if not indeed wholly reprehensible 

character towards Korea and the Korean representatives, not excepting 

the King himself, as to be grossly unjust, unneighborly, and 

oppressive; and that the ultimate intention is upon the part of China 

to dethrone the King, abolish the existing government, and assume 

(104) Cong. Record, Vol. 19, pt. 9, p. 8135; 50th Cong., lst. Sess., 
Aug. 31, 1888. 
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complete and absolute dictatorship over the Korean peninsula." (105) 

With a view of securing reliable information in reference to this 

whole subject he introduced the pending resolution. In his speech 

Senator Mitchell showed plainly that he had been influenced and con- 

vinced by Denny (statements contsined in his booklet:,, China and 

Korea.) It is not idle therefore to guess that one of his motives 

in introducing this resolution was to uphold his fellow citizen of 

Oregon, Denny, who was at odds with the Chinese - especially with 

Yuen, Mitchell moved a reference of the pending resolution to the 

committee on Foreign Relations, but the resolution never emerged from 

the committee, and nothing was done, If Mitchell meant to humiliate 

China by this resolution he achieved very little; if he meant to 

present the case of Korea as it was conceived by Denny his failure 

was greater because the latter (Denny) himself could stay no longer 

in Korea. 

The more Yuen Shei Kai failed in carrying out China's program 

in Korea, the fiore furious he became. He concentrated his intense 

hetred of the foreigners in sympathy with the cause of Korea upon 

one verson, Denny, the adviser to the King and director of the Foreign 

Office, who had been brought to Korea by Li Hung Chang. Serving 

different causes Denny and Yuen were unbearable opponents. Now 

there was no longer room for the two at the same court. All mighty 

China got rid of George Foulk, the naval atteché of the United 

(105) Cong. Record, op. cit., pd. 8136. 
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States, by her diplomatic action, then why could she not do the same 

with a man appointed by herself? To be sure the King of Korea and 

the enlightened elements would strive to retain him in the office, 

but they had proved weak in the Foulk case and were still weak in 

this case. China took the matter in hand and after negotiations in 

December, 1888, with the Taotai at Shanghai, Denny consented to 

withdraw from Korea on four conditions. (1) that the King should 

consent to his going; (2) that Yuen Shei Kai should be recalled; 

(3) that he should be free to return if summoned by the King; and 

(4) that his arrears of salary, $30,000, should be paid by China. 

Denny left the position on April, 1889 (106) and was replaced by 

Legendore. From the Chinese standpoint he "wrought much mischief" 

but he worked for an honest and right cause. The recall of Yuen Sai 

Kai was expected, for C. T. Detring, personal secretary to Li Hung 

Chang, wrote to H. F. Merrill, Sept. 13, 1888, saying, "Yuen is likely 

to come over here soon on sick leave, and not to return to Korea."(107) 

But the danger from Japan was too pressing to permit Yuen's return 

to China, and he remained at his post. The decision to retain him 

at Seoul was unwise because Yuen's abrupt, militant and Machiavellian 

manner and policy really hindered the policy of China in Korea. 

He actually drove the King and his court into the bosom of Russia 

and antagonized the foreign representatives in Seoul. The growth 

of the Russian influence in Korea was not a mere matter of conjecture. 

(106) Morse, op. cit., p. 18. 

(107) Ibid. 
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It was manifested in the overland commercial convention of 1888, which 

opened a border town, Kyung Heung to Russian trade. Li Hung Chang 

counted upon Yuen's strong will power, which in the long run turned 

to mischief and betrayed the cause of China. 

Sir Robert Hart's conversation with Rockhill expresses plainly 

China's policy in Korea. He told the latter as early as April 14, 

1887, that China would only gobble up Korea in case of «self-defense 

against Russia. (108) 

(108) Rockhill to Foulk, April 15, 1887, Foulk Papers. 
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‘THE PAK CHUNG YANG MISSION TO THE UNITED STATES (1887~1888) 

China's unlawful, unjust, and tyrannical interference in Korean 

domestic as well as foreign affairs increased progressively. Yet a 

spark of Korean nationalism was still lingering in the hearts of the 

King and of the people, but they were unable to liberate the country 

from the yoke of China. The King and his worthy advisers feared 

the danger of Korean extinction if the despotic interference of 

China Were not stopped. China's ageression was so persistent and 

forceful that no one could predict its ultimate goal. Indeed, ohe 

of the great treaty powers, Great Britain, was fully in sympathy 

with China's policy in Korea and was to a certain extent the insti- 

getor of that policy. It is true that Russia and Japan opposed 

the aggressive policy of China but they were in no position to 

interfere at that moment. Japan was absorbed in the task of 

treaty revision and domestic reforms, while Russia did not dare oppose 

openly a combination of England and China, The United States, the 

first Western power which recognized the sovereignty of Korea as an 

independent state had no vital interest at stake in Korea, and had 

no desire to alienate the two friendly powers, China and England. 

She simply maintained the balance of power in Seoul but would not go 

any further. Her rigid neutrality in the last analysis meant nothing 

more than approval of the contest for Korea as long as hef interests 

were not endangered. Whether it was due to her wisdom or lack of 

interest the United States did not venture to comply with the requests 

of Korea in support of Korean independence. Although she had once 
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declared for Korean independence, the United States seemed to lose 

interest in the Korean state which was left to seek its own salva- 

tion. 

The King of Korea faced a difficult situation. While the treaty 

powers were either indifferent or too busy elsewhere, he had to oppose 

the mighty Empire of China aided and abetted by England. Furthermore, 

the King had lost his most faithful friend, George Foulk, and could 

find few advisers whom he could trust with the exception of Denny and 

“sy emall circle of friends. He tried his best to keep Foulk in 

Seoul and as early as February 2, 1887, offered him the position of 

chief military instructor of his troops with a salary of $4,000 per 

annun for a period of two years. (1) Again in June both the King 

and Min Yong Ik earnestly desired that Foulk should remain at the 

legation. Dinsmore, American Chargé at Seoul, transmitted the wish 

of the King to Secretary Bayard. But on June 24th he received the 

reply in cipher from his chief in Washington, saying "Naval attache's 

utility impaired by action of Foreign Office. Sorry we cannot accede 

to King's wish." (2) The copies of correspondence exchanged between 

Bayard and the Chinese representative at Washington revealed fully 

why Bayard could not keep Foulk at the legation: 

"International comity", read the correspondence, "is 

opposed to any appearance of forcing a government to retain a 

foreign representative declered by it to be persona non grata. 

(1) Dinsmore to Foulk, June 25, 1887, the Foulk Papers. 

(2) Dinsmore to Foulk, June 25, 1887, the Foulk Papers, 
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As well as to any discussion of the motives it may allege 

beyond such contraversion of the immediate charges on you have 

already made in the present instence. The services rendered 

by Mr. Foulk in his delicate and important mission of naval 

attache depend moreover so much upon the friendliness of his 

relations with the Korean authorities, that his usefulness in 

that capacity is unquestionably embarrassed by the hostility 

exhibited to him by the government of His Majesty the King of 

Korea and his retention upon that official duty could not 

fail to be embarrassing to him." (3) 

As a preliminary step toward the solution of the Korean riddle 

the King decided to send Korean diplomatic representatives to the 

United States and European treaty powers in order to expose the under- 

hand policy of China in Korea and to secure recognition of Korea as 

an independent power from them. The definite arrangement for sending 

out Korean embessies abroad was made early in August, 1887. Without 

grasping the definite aims of this mission Dinsmore reported the 

appointment of Korean envoys to the United States and Europe to Sec- 

retary Bayard on August 20, 21, and 25, 1887. The ministers were 

Pek Chung Yang (4) and Pek Chei Soon; the former to be sent to the 

United Stetes and the latter to the courts of England, Russia, and 

Germany. 

(3) Dinsmore to Foulk, July 31, 1887; the Foulk Papers. 

(4) Appointment of ministers was officially ennounced on September 

16th by the Foreign Office. Cho Min Heui had been appointed 
first to the European countries but due to his illness Pak Chei Soon 

took his place. 
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This plan was known, of course, to the Chinese representative, 

Yuen, Since August 1887 he was in seclusion. Yet he must have 

discussed the matter of Korean diplomatic representation abroad with 

his chief, Li Hung Chang. In the last part of September his vresence 

in Seoul was known again by his usual tactic blunders. 

Pak Chung Yang, the Korean euvoy extraordinary and minister 

plenipotentiary to the United States and his suite of whom the most 

interesting person was Dr. Allen who accepted the King's request to 

act as "American Secretary" for the mission, planned to sail for 

the United States from Chemulpo on September 27; and two other members 

of the mission were to join the party at Fusan. Accordingly on 

September 23rd (Saturday) 1887 Allen left Seoul and went to Bhemulpo. 

Minister Pak was to meet him outside the city gates. When Pak failed 

to appear Allen went on just the same and on the next day he lesrned 

that when Pak Chung Yang had gone out of the city gate, he was met by 

Chinese officers and was induced to delay his departure. (5) 

About five days prior to the attempted departure of Pak Chung 

Yang, Yuen received a telegram from Li Hung Chang, maintaining that 

Yaccording to the general rules of international relations" of Korea, 

she had first to consult with him on matters relating to sending 

ministers to foreign countries, but Korea failed to do so; that there 

was no need of sending Korean ministers abroad because Korea had no 

merchants 6r trade in those countries and the sending of envoys would 

(5) Allents Diary, No. ll. 

(6) For. Rel., 1888-1889, Pp. 434, 
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overburden Korea with debt. This message was transmitted to the 

Korean government by Yuen. On September 23rd, Li sent another 

telegram to Yuen in the form of an "imperial order" saying, "Coree 

is sending ministers to Western countries. She has certainly first 

to ask our permission, and after getting it, to send them." (7) 

The King asked Allen to confer with the American and Russian 

legations to see whether they would support him in the sending of 

the mission. On October lst he went back to Seoul and saw Mr. Waeber, 

the Russian representative, and Mr. Dinsmore who had come back on 

the U.S.S. Omaha from Nagasaki where he had gone for his he-lth. 

"Whether good or bad" said Allen, "we argued that the mere fact of 

the receipt of news of a departure would be sufficient to intimidate 

the Chinese who would thereupon suppose that they were acting upon 

authority from home." (8) 

Before Dr. Allen's return from Chemulpo to Seoul, Dinsmore, 

upon being informed that the Korean envoy to the United States had 

been stopped by Yuen, communicated with Yuen on September 27th, 

citing the treaty provision for diplomatic representation in the 

Shufeldt treaty, of which Li Hung Chang was one of the outstanding 

advocaters; and asking why he should discriminate unfavorebly against 

the United States as between the United States and Japan; when China 

never made any objection to the sending of a Korean minister to Japan, 

He also complained of the hardship imposed upon Dr. Allen who in 

(7) For.Rel., 1888-1889, p. 434, 

(8) Allents Diary, No. ll. 
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pursuance of his appointment had disposed of all his property in 

Seoul at a sacrifice and left the capital with his family. Yuen 

replied that the American representative was not fully acauainted 

with the particulars of the matter, and maintained that Korea had 

been "granted special permission" by China to negotiate a treaty 

with the United States in which "it distinctly declares, and your 

government acknowledges Korea as a vassal State of Chine." (9) 

He also called Dinsmore!'s attention to the fact that China was not 

to make any discriminetion. As far as the sending of a Korean 

minister to Japan was concerned China had not been given time enough 

to prevent the departure of the Korean envoy. Yuen's explanation 

was not convincing, for the Chinese Resident himself was one of the 

participants in the entertainments given in the honor of the envoy 

to Japan; he also bade farewe@#l to the envoy with demonstrative 

congratulations. (10) 

On the afternoon of September 30th Dinsmore cabled to Bayard 

to the effect that China had prevented the departure of the Korean 

envoy to the United States. mee ee he the Dinsmore cable 

was, Bayard supplemented it with his former despatches dealing 

with the same subject, and cabled to Denby in Peking "to express 

to the Chinese government the surprise and regret with which the 

(9) For. Rel., 1888-1889, p. 435, Yuen to Dinsmore, Sept. 30, 1887. 

(10) Ibid., p. 437. 

(11) Allen thinks that it was due to the poor transmission that 
the message wis unintelligible. See his diary, No. ll. 



‘i aie: Ib bad sromdatbou cm at to sonnet 

: edt ttol Bas sobtixors a ta rae | 

Sedatobo sn tut eu eon nl mpottenh odd tacit “ga biete 

Sad ser0X danke bem tadntew Seve, ‘ytetiten aft to ove frais edt dtiv 

yisert 2 stHisgoyen ot Prats) VW | “soles luraq Laloeca betaets" aged 

tao Avs jaoxn E908 YEJomiterh $4" dot At dotede bodtaY odd st bw 
| A) "nated to eded2 Levgev saa 2o1ck eegselwontos tnemmavoy 

tou ow lay BD day toeb aWd Of mobtiedta alerommald hefleo onfa af 

ftAetoN's to gatinee adt se ust ak .ocktantuivorth yas wien ot 

deyrore amit movin aseg Joa had okind foenredi05 oan tect. ot teste tain 

nottenaigze etaenY  ,yowte meetoN edd to ercdredeb adt dnevery of 

act to ‘eite oe tfoemrt teebiaal seontdd odd tot eBaitonivace toa 287 

Youre edt to tomod odt af A6vig etaemitetiotae sdt ak atmec tolttog 

evitertenomeb atin yovas add of Léowatet obed oxte act wascRl oF 

(OL) <enoltslutataaoD 

Sreyed of befdeo atomeait Av0e rodine de 92 to nooazed ts and a0 | 

_ sthetod edt to otrttsceb edt bedasveny ball extn) ded? tostte edt of 

ee Stonen it ini) aa ices seotsde bedtat edd oF Yovas 

Stilesh eedoterteb tomtot eld ditty HM bednomefqais hrayed!asw 
ecortcd of" Satstet at duet ot Sefdao fan .tootdee omse ont dt tw 

edt doidw dtiw tees hac seinqwe ont faomareves essatdd edt. ot 

-V88L 08 .tqek ,eromanit of menY .@EN ve -CBBL-G8EL . i fed. 20% (ec) 

SED og nenae (OL) 

fadd motos imeaatt ood act of ob egw dt Jad eatnhilt aetce (21) 
off .o , yet etd 992 Bases?) eit Baw baie ould 



(310) 

United States learned of obstruction being placed by Chinese 

officials in the way of Corea's diplomatic representation in the 

United States as stipulated in existing treaty." On the following 

day (Oct. 7) Bayard instructed Dinsmore to advise fully and 

frankly with Denby at Peking. (12) 

Allen urged the King to send the mission at once and Dinsmore 

offered the U.S.S. "Omaha" to convey the mission to Nagasaki. About 

the time for the arrival of Minister Pak the King wrote to Allen 

that Pak's only son was dying and the father could not leave on 

the 5th of the 8th moon (Oct. 21). He promised to appoint a new 

envoy and chose Kim, who was about 400 li in the interior. (13) 

As it would take some time for the envoy to put his affairs in order, 

Allen wrote to the King that accomodations in Chemulpo were so in- 

adequate that he would teke his family and Li Ha Yong to Japan and 

await the coming of the minister. Later he announced that he 

would leave for Japan by "Higo Maru" on October 26 for Kobe and 

Yokohama, that Li had better wait at Chemulpo for the minister, 

and that the King should by all means send the minister on "Tspnya 

Maru" on November 10th. If it could not be done he would proceed 

to the United States on November 20th or 30th to convey any messege 

for the King to the American government as well as attempt to ne- 

gotiate a loen of $2,000,000 for him, for which purpose he had been 

already given forty packages of gold dust to defray his expenses 

(12) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 436. 

(13) Allen's Diary, No. 11. 
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in case the mission was not sent. (14) He was also to engage a 

Humber of military officers as drill instructors although Dinsmore 

just received a telegram to the effect that the United States was 

now willing to send the officers. (15) 

Meanwhile the Chinese were occupied in arousing the publié 

opinion of Koreans, for they realized that their action with re- 

gard to the mission was rather extraordinary and feared a strong 

reaction of public opinion against China. They, tnerefore, published 

the so-called text of the American-Korean treaty, stating that 

"the United States recognized Korea as a dependency of China." (16) 

In the words of Dinsmore China's argument of Korean dependence was 

"for the purpose of affecting the public mind, both foreign and 

Korean, favorably to the pretentions of his (Yuen) country. The 

pretensions were not, however, authorized by the pest history of 

the countries, China simply made the pretentions to assist in 

bringing about a relation which had never before existed." (17) 

Denny was sent to Tientsin to confer with Li Hung Chang about 

Korean representation in Europe and America and concerning the 

customs at Pyeng Yang which tended to prevent smuggling by Chinese. (18) 

(14) Allen's Diary, No. 11. 

(15) Ibid. 

(16) For. Rel., 1888, p. 437. 

(17) Ibid. 

(18) Denny, China and Korea, 
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In the course of the conference Li Hung Chang insisted that if Korea 

was firmly determined to send ministers they must be ministers 

resident only, and in no event ministers plenipotentiary; that the 

rank must be of diplomatic agents of the third class as laid down 

in international law thereby to show the difference between China 

and Korea. (19) An identical explanation was sent by Li Hung 

Chang to the Korean Foreign Office through Yuen on October 21, 1897. 

On November 9, 1887, Li Hung Chang sent specific instfuctions to be 

followed by the Korean minister. Upon his arrival at the post the 

Korean minister must go first to the Chinese Legation and ask the 

Chinese minister's assistance then he must go with the Chinese 

minister to presdnt his credentials at the State Department. At 

all functions the Korean representative must take a lower place than 

the Chinese representative. On all important questions the Korean 

representative must consult "secretly" with the Chinese representa- 

tive and discuss the affair with him. The Chinese deemed that this 

rule was absolutely required according to the rules of a vassal 

State and that the other governments would not be able to know of 

it. (20) It was rumored that a convention was concluded between 

China and Korea in regard to the sending of Korean ministers abroad. 

f Japanese newspaper, Mainichi Shimbun, even published (Nov. 17) 

articles of the convention which in essence were hot very different 

from Li Hung Changts three instructions or rules. (21) 

(19) Ibid. 

(20) For. Rel., 1888, pp. 441-442, 
Ibiéd - 

(21) Denny, opixetts,xpp $ Cong. Rec., 19, p. 8138. 
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The King of Korea was determined to send his envoys abroad 

at any cost and drew up a memorial to the Emperor containing plenty 

of flowery and flattering Oriental phrases tactfully admitting the 

vassalage of his Kingdom to China and acknowledging the receipt of 

favors from the "Heavenly Court -favors as high as the sky and as 

thick as the earth, as exalted as the mountains, and as deep as 

the sea." (22) But he never forgot to assert his rights. He 

said that "hitherto full sovereignty had been exercised by the King 

of Chosen in all matters of internal administration end foreign 

relations." (23) 

In a letter to Li Hung Chang the King maintained that it would 

be inadvisable to change the title of the envoys, for such a pro- 

ceeding would appear strange to the foreign states and might cause 

unfavorable comments as well as unjust suspicion. But he gave 

Li Hung Chang assurance that the Korean envoys would show due 

respect to the Chinese representative and that as soon as they per- 

formed their duties they might be recalled and be revlaced by 

charges, for it was a more economical plan. (24) 

On October 26th when Allen was about to leave for Yatsuhsra 

from Fusan a letter arrived from the King, asking him to deliver 

a@ dispatch to Min Yong Ik, who was at Hong Kong to attend a jubilee, 

(22) For. Rel., 1888, pp. 440-441. 

(23) Ibid. 

(24) For. Rel., 1888, pp. 249 seq. 
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and to get the money and bring it to Nagasaki where he would doubtless 

meet the mission, The King also informed Allen that Admiral 

Chandler in the U.S.S. Brooklyn was going to Chemulpo (7?) and 

would take off the minister. (25) In accordance with this request 

of the King Allen went to meet Min Yong Ik at Hong Kong on November 

6th and found him "most annoying." (26) He wanted the numbers of 

the mission cut down and to keep the money himself and remit to 

them monthly. Allen said he would not go with the mission under 

such circumstances, After extensive discussion Min made all 

money payable to the Korean mission and requiring both the members 

of the minister and Allen himself with the precaution of counteract- 

ing forgery and preventing from lavish use of the money by the 

members. (27) 

On November 17, 1887, Allen came back to Nagasaki after a 

stormy passage. While Dr. Allen was with Min Yong Ik at Hong 

Kong they received a telegram from the Korean palace saying 

"ministers have gone." (28) He telegraphed for Min to Nagasaki 

to find out if the Buropean mission had also left, but no answer 

came. On his arrival at Nagasaki Allen found that the mission 

had not arrived, though the "Omaha" was vainly expected and might 

bring the mission. Not until November 21 (Monday) did the Korean 

(25) Allen's Diary, No. ll. 

(26) Ibid. 

(27)... .Thid. 

(28) Allen's Diary, No. ll. 
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mission of ten persons carried by the "Omaha" arrive with a quantity 

of luggage such as clothing, kimchi, cured fish and stuff, etc., 

forty cases altogether. By December 26th they left Yokohama on the 

Oceanic for the United States. (29) 

To escort this party there had been many foreign applicants 

of whom the most conspicuous was Shufeldt. He was very anxious 

to be the naval attaché to the Korean legation. (30) Allen pro- 

tested that it was needless and Minister Pak thought he could not 

afford it. The persistent applicant did not gve up the project 

and appesled to the King who granted the request of Shufeldt. (31) 

But it was an eleventh hour decision and the party left without him. 

The Korean embassy party did not make a very impressive 

appearance: "The minister was a weak imbecile of a fellow: the reg- 

ular interpreter was an idiot and coult not speak English; Kang Chin 

He, the snoop; and Li Sang Jay, the dirty man. The secretary and 

Li Ha Yong were the redemption of the whole party which otherwise 

created a very poor impression." (32) The party, however, arrived 

in San Francisco on December 28th and were quarantined till the noon 

of January 1, 1888 (Suriday). (33) 

The Chinese blunders achieved hardly anything but delaying 

(29) Ibid. 

(30) Ibid. 

(31) Allen's Diary, No. 1l. 

(32) Ibid. 

(33) Ibid. 
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the departure of the Korean envoy to the United States and the pre- 

vention of the envoy to Europe at Hong Kong. From the King's point 

of view the prevention of thé ;Eurovean mission was not a sefious 

failure because the European powers were not friendly to the cause 

of Korea and that he did not expect very much from them. 

Meanwhile the State Department seemed to be puzzled over the 

ambiguous claim of China to her suzerainty over Korea. Bayard's 

attitude on the subject of Korea is well shown in his despatch to 

Denby, American representative at Peking, on February 9, 1888. He 

said: 

",..the agitation of the subject of Corea's complete independence 

of China, by representatives of the United States is neither de- 

sirable nor beneficial. Nor do I think it incumbent on this 

Department now to pursue any question heretofore raided as to the 

relations of Corea to China, unless called upon to do so by an 

actual case requiring affirmative action." (34) 

By a cable from Minister Denby at Peking Bayard was informed 

that the Chinese government alleged that Korea was tributary, adding 

that the King of Korea, having memorialized the Emperor of China, 

had been authorized to act under the provisions of the treaty between 

the United States and Korea. The United States was put into a bad 

position by China's claim that the simplest and most ordinary provi- 

sions of the treaty could not be executed without the King of Korea 

memoria@lizing the Emperor of China and being accorded permission to 

(34) For. Rel., 1888, p. 255. 
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do so. Bayard rightly raised a question: 

"What would have been the consequence if the Emperor of 

China, in the exercise of a sovereign claim of right, had 

refused to allow Corea to maintain a diplometic mission in 

the United States?" (35) 

Bayard admitted that the right to accord permission necessarily in- 

volved the right to refuse it, but he argued that the exercise of 

the latter right also involved a responsibility, which China re- 

peatedly disclaimed and did not admit. He also maintained that 

the provision for sending and receiving of diplomatic and consular 

officers in the Shufeldt treaty was the best expression of American 

recognition of Korea as a sovereign and independent State. By this 

the United States understood that Korea had the power to manage her 

own affairs, domestic and foreign. Korea then assured the responsi- 

bility of execution of treaty stipulations. To Bayard it mattered 

nothing whether the act of performing the treaty was obligatory or 

permissive, as long as it was done by the one contracting varty in 

pursuance of a treaty compact with the other. (36) 

"The position of the United States" ,instructed Bayard, 

"is that of simply requiring the observance of treaty obliga- 

tions, and it is not thought expedient to pursue any controversy 

as to the relations of China and Corea, further than may be 

necessary to enable us to secure such observance. The interest 

of this government is not political. It seeks merely the 

(35) Ibid. 

(36) Bayard to Denby, Nov. 4, 1887, For. Rel., 1888, p. 226, 
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protection of American citizens and their commerce, and is not 

disposed to go beyond the point where such protection can be 

obtained." (37) 

On the other hand China did not give up the hope of getting 

a formal recognition of her suzerainty over Korea from the Washington 

government in the matter of representation of the Korean minister at 

Washington. While the Korean party was on the way to Washington 

the Chinese minister at Washington, Chang Yen Hoon, addressed a note 

to Secretary Bayard, stating that he had received a cablegram on 

November 11, 1887, which was supposed to contain a statement from 

the Korean government to the effect that the Korean envoy would re- 

port his arrival to the Chinese legation when he arrived in the 

United States and would request the Chinese minister to present him 

at the State Department; and that even afterwards no further presen- 

tation would avs seany he should be interested in all matters 

whenever as he should be asked to do so by the Korean envoy. (38) 

The Chinese were never tired of claiming Korea as a vassal State. 

Even in this commmication the Chinese minister notified: 

"As Corea is a vassal Staté of China, and on the occasion 

of the treaty between the United States and Corea being made 

and entered into, a commanication relative to the subject was 

made to your government, it is right, therefore, that I should 

interest myself on behalf of the Corean envoy, who is on this 

occasion accredited to this country by his government." (36) 

(37) Bayard to Denby, Feb. 9, 1888, For. Rel., 1888, pp. 255-256. 

(38) For. Rel., 1888, p. 380. 

(39) For. Rel., 1888, mm. 380. 
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He further claimed the right to present the Korean envoy to the 

Secretary of State "only with a view of strengthening the bond of 

friendship of the three countries." (40) Regarding the appointment 

of a date for the presentation of the Korean envoy's credentials 

to the President of the United States, even the Chinese minister 

thought it was right that the envoy himself should make the appli- 

cation to the Secretery of State, "in which it is hoped your 

excellency (Bayard) will kindly interest (sic) yourself, and that my 

company with him on his presentation to the President may be dis- 

pensed with." (41) 

On the following day (Jan. 10, 1888) Bayard simply informed 

the Chinese minister thst he had received a letter from the Korean 

envoy, asking an interview with him for the purpose of making 

an arrengement for the presentation of his credentials to the Pres- 

ident, that the date was set for that purpose, without going into 

deteil to ponder the relations of Korea with China. (42) 

Pek Chung Yang and his suite arrived at Washington on January 

9, 1888, and went to Ebbit House. The Chinese expected that the 

Korean minister would call at the Chinese Legation and be introduced 

by them. Contrary to their expectation the Koreans did not call, 

(40) Ibid. 

(41) Ibid. 

(42) Ibia. 
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so the Chinese called upon the Korean minister. (43) Thereupon 

the Korean minister Pak insisted on returning the call, but Allen, 

knowing the claim of the Chinese, threatened to resign and leave 

the embassy party if they either called on the Chinese or sent 

cards before calling on the Secretary of State. Meanwhile Allen 

rented e@ good house for the legation on 0 Street, for which they 

paid $1,000 in gold annually; and purchased furniture which cost 

them another $1,000. (44) 

On January 17, 1888, Minister Pak was presented to the President 

by Bayard without the presence of the Chinese minister. In doing 

this Bayard said: 

"As the United States has no privity with the interrelations 

of China and Core2, we shall treat both as seperate governments 

customarily represented here by their respective and independent 

agents." (45) 

The Chinese ministér pretended to be very much pleased over the 

direct presentation of the Korean envoy to the President of the United 

States, although his heart was smarting. The failure of the Chinese 

minister's interference in presenting the Korean envoy was cabled 

to Li Hung Chang and the viceroy was groaning over it. Two years 

later when Pak Chung Yang returned to Korea Yuen Shaih Kai demanded 

that he be punished for having acted independently of the Chinese 

minister in Washington. (46) 

(43) Allen's Diary, No. ll. 

(44) Ibid. 

(45) Bayard to Dinsmore, Jen. 26, 1888; For. Rel., 1888, p. 443. 

(46) Denny, Chine and Korea. 
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The President in his December message of 1888 announced: 

"A diplomatic mission from Korea has been received, and the 

formal intercourse between the two countries contemplated 

by the treaty of 1882, is now established." (47) 

After having overcome the annoying obstacles of China both 

in Korea and at Washington Pak Chung Yang and his suite settled 

down in a manner suited to his dignity. He had one American 

secretary, Dr. Allen, three Korean secretaries, one interpreter, 

three Korean servants and two American servants. Even this 

moderate establishment cost the Korean government $29,171.42 in 

silver the first year. (48) 

What did this mission accomplish? In the appointment of mil- 

itary instructors for Korea the State Department suggested Dye, 

chief of staff, who had been formerly in Egyotian service, Gol. 

Edmund Cummins, and Major Lee. The first two men seemed too 

old, the other man they did not see. (49) Allen was also instructed 

to secure a loan of one or two millions of dollars for development 

work under American auspices, the seme to be secured by a con- 

cession covering all the gold mines and railway rights in Korea. 

He laid this matter before General James H. Wilson, after the 

legation was established, Wilson took up the project earnestly 

but Secretary Bayard would give no encouragement and the loan 

(47) Richardson, Messages and Papers of the Presidents, Vol. VIII} 
D. 7826 

(48) Allen's Diary, No. 11. 

(49) Ibid. 
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project fell through. (50) lLeter Secretary Blaine proposed to 

Allen something of the kind and seemed to feel much chagrin on 

learning that the opportunity had passed. This attempt, however, 

led to Allen's being instructed by the King of Korea to secure a 

gold mill and mining men, which he complied with. The effort was 

nullified by Chinese opposition but the mill was sent to the Woonsan 

district of North Korea where it was stowed away. Allen later got 

this rich district for an American concessionaire. (51) On the 

whole this mission achieved very little except that the occasion 

raised and reviewd the time-honored question of Korea's relation 

with China. So far as Bayardts opinion of it and his reception 

of the Korean embassy were concerned Korea could claim that her 

aspiration was partly supported. But the series of facts following 

this envoy episode proved that the paper victory at Weshington 

wes no avail in fulfilling Korea's aspirations. The contesting 

powers for Korea ~especially China - continued to carry out her 

design of annexation of Korea at all costs and by all means. 

Perhaps this embassy incident increased China's appetite for Korea. 

(50) Allen's Diary, No. 1l. 

(51) Ibid. 
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THE SINO-JAPANESE WAR 

Since the Tientsin convention Japan's economic penetration in 

Korea took place in full force. Japan sent immigrants and colo- 

nists by the thousands, who could be relied upon to provide protests 

from, or grievances against, the Korean authorities. The road to 

conquest was being steadily paved by means of economic penetration, 

and, in the process, the unfortunete Koreans were rapidly reduced to 

the condition of hewers of wood and drawers of water for the alien 

invaders. The determination of China to seize control of Korea accel- 

erated Japan's economic penetration of the peninsula as is shown by 

the volume of Japanese trade with Korea. More than 90 ver cent 

of Korean exports went to Japan in the early 1890's and in 1893 

Japan supplied 18.5 per cent of Korea's total imports, ranking 

next to Great Britain which supplied 55.5 per cent of imports of 

Korea. (1) China on the other hand furnished only 15 per cent of 

Korea's imports and ginseng was Korea's chief export item to the 

great Empire. At Seoul, Fusan, and Wonsan there were 9,132 Japanese 

and 156 firms in 1893 and 1,604 Chinese with 26 firms. (2) 

In the year 1891 Korean trade with Japan reached its greatest 

(1) Korean trade in 1891-1892, see Consular Report, 1993, pp.310-314. 
Gren. Beitains cas no eas « «455.5 
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(2) Ibid. 
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volume, for in that yerr the crops in Japan failed and the demand 

for Korean rice was increased. In 1892, however, the Korean trade 

returns fell off in both imports and exports (3) for in 1892 the 

crops in Japan were good, and Korea which could not sell her rice 

as profitably as in 1890 and 1891 had less money available for 

imports. In 1893 Korea experienced severe and very unseasonable 

storms of rain and wind, which threatened the destruction of the 

growing crops. Even rice was greatly damaged so that a famine 

was predicted. This prediction coupled with speculation doubled 

the price of rice, and the govermment feared unrést among the people. 

To allay this dissatisfaction they announced on the 18th af October 

in accordance with treaty stipulations that after the expiration of 

one month's notice required by treaty the export of grain would 

be prohibited. This was afterwards modified or interpreted so as 

to include only cereals and to exclude pulse or beans, which was a 

very important matter, as beans constituted one of the chief articles 

of export. Later all produce but rice was exempted from the 

prohibition, and the date of enforcement was advanced to December 

(3) Korean trade from 1884 to 1892. 

Years Goods Exports Total Imports Balance 
gold of goods against 

1884 425,613 31z,022 737,635 999,720 262 ,085 
1885 388,023 141,594 529,617 1,671,562 1,141,945 
1886 504,225 1,130,488 1,634,713 2,474,182 839 ,472 
1887 804,996 »b,388,269 2,193,265 2,815,441 622,176 
1888 867,058 1,373,965 2,241,023 3,046,443 805 ,420 
1889 1,233,841 982,091 2,215,932 3,377,815 1,161,883 
1890 3,550,478 749 ,699 4,300,177 4,727,839 427 ,662 
1891 3,366,344 689 ,078 4,055,422 5,256,468 1,201,046 
1892 2,443,739 852,751 3,296,490 4,598,485 1,301,995 

Total $21,204,274 $28,967,958 $7,763 ,684 
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7, 1893. (4) From the Korean point of view this was the only way 

to avoid or mitigate the threatening famine. But the foreigners - 

especially the Japanese were not at all pleased with this "govern- 

mental hinderance to trade." Since the opening of Wonsan in 

accordance with the Kangwha treaty the Jevanese colony in that port 

increased so that in 1893 there were 705 Japanese out of 789 foreign- 

ers and 156 Japanese firms out of 187. Chinese interests were 

negligible for there were only 63 residents with 26 firms. (5) 

The Japanese, therefore, nearly monopolized the trade at Wonsan, 

which consisted chiefly in the export of beans to Japan. The 

governor of Ham Kyung Province in which Wonsen is located perceived 

the danger of speculations in beans and sought an opportunity to 

stop it. When the centrel government issued the problamation pro- 

hibiting exports of grain he availed himself of the opportunity to 

enforce the decree strictly. Since the governor's action affected 

the Japanese merchants in Wonsan, they appealed to their minister 

to protect their interests and a serious diplomatic issue developed 

between Japan and Korea. (6) Jepan had been seeking a quarrel with 

Korea and seized upon this vretext especially as she thought that 

Chine was behind the decree of prohibition of grain exports. In 

Mey, 1893 the relations between Korea and Japan reached to a critical 

(7) 
point, and Li Hung Chang, who realized that Japan was seeking a 

(4) Consular Report, 1893, pp. 310-314. 

(5) Ibid. 

(6) Oda, Recent History of Korea (in Japanese), pv. 116, 

(7) Ibid. 
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quarrel with both Korea and Chine, advised the Korean government to 

sign a convention. Korea accordingly yielded and accepted Japan's 

demand. She promised to pay damages which Japan estimated at 

111,000 yen to be paid in six years. (8) 

Unreasonable as this demand was, Korea paid the Japanese losses 

in the bean trade and restored good relations which did not last long 

however. In the spring of 1894 Japan's pride was hurt by the 

assassination of Kim Ok Kiun, the leader of the revolution of 1884, 

Upon the failure of this revolution he took refuge in Tokio and gained 

@ wide acquaintance among the Japanese scholars and statesmen. The 

Seoul court believed that he injured the interests of Korea and 

decided to get rid of him. It is not certain to what extent the 

government officers were responsible for his murder buat there is 

evidence that the assassin, Hong Chong Woo, was at least encouraged 

by them. (9) Hong, who had been in Paris for some years, thought 

it was his patriotic duty to eliminate Kim Ok Kiun and pursuaded 

him to go to Shanghai along with him. Against the advice of his 

Japanese friends, Kim went to Shanghai where he met his death in 

Teese tear west tenuate At the Gah of Marek’ the King of Korea 

asked the good offices of the United States in extraditing the 

murder ares a for trial. (10) Allen, the United States Chargé, 

complied with his Majesty's request, but his action was disapproved 

(ay eid, 

(9) Count Hayashi maintains that "the murder of Kim originated 
in the brain of Yuen Shi Kai." See his Secret Memoirs, p. 38. 

(10) For. Rel., 1894, Appendix 1, p. 10. 
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by the State Department. (11) The murderer was turned over to the 

Chinese authorities and brought beck to Korea on a Chinese man-of4war 

with the victim Kim Ok Kiun, Upon his arrival Hong Chong Woo was 

treated as a national hero, while Kim Ok Kiun's body was quartered 

at Yang Wha Jin and parts of it distributed throughout the country 

as an example. The mutilation took place on Avril 14, and on the 

same morning Mr. Otori, Japanese Minister in Seoul, called the foreign 

representatives together to protest ageinst the mutilation of Kim's 

body. The representatives remonstrated with the Foreign Office 

unofficially. (12) Japan regarded the attempted assassination of 

Pak Young Ho in Tokio by another Korean and the wanton murder and 

mutilation of Kim Ok Kiun @s an insult to her national honor. While 

this event did not constitute a major cause of the Sino-Japanese 

war, it intensified Japanese nationalism and stirred up public opinion 

to such a point that when Ito favored war the Javanese people flocked 

at once to the banner of the Rising Sun. (13) A more immediate 

cause of the war was the Rebellion of the Tong Hak in Southern Korea. 

The Tong Hek originated at Kyung Choo in the Province of Kyung 

Sang in 1859. Its founder, Choy Chei Woo, was a scholar who claimed 

to heave had a revelation. Having been for some years a witness of 

the progress made by the Roman Catholic Church which denied thé 

(11) Ibid., Uhl to Sill, May 31, 1894. 

(12) Ibid. 

(13) Relations between the murder of Kim and the Tong Hak$, see 
the following pages 
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worship of ancestors, he began to think deeply as to whether it was 

a true religion. "Since they have come so far and spent so much 

money in its propagation, it ought to be a true religion; and yet if 

true why are its followers now being killed by the government as 

criminals?" As he brooded thus from day to day, he became ill. 

At the point of death one morning he received a revelation which 

convinced him that the Roman Catholic Church was not a true religion. (14) 

Upon regaining his health he felt the call to found a new 

religion and proceeded to make the Tong Hak Bible, Sung Kung Tai Chun, 

He took from Confucious the book of Fine Relations, from Buddhism the 

lew for Heart Cleansing, from Taoism the law of cleansing the body 

from moral as well as from physical filth. He called this essential 

dogma the You Pul Sun Sam To — the three paths of Confucianism, 

Buddhism and Taoism. The movement was known as the Tong Hak or 

Bastern Leerning in contradiction to Western Learning. (15) which was 

associated with Roman Catholicism. Choy Chei Woo's call may be 

a fantastic story but the doctriens he expounded were designed to 

check the influence of Romanism and other Western learning. It is 

significant to note that his religion originated in the Province of 

Kyung Sang where the Roman Catholic Church was strong and had its 

principal foothold in Choong Chung and Chulla, where lived many Korean 

converts. The number of Tong Hak followers increased when the Catholéc 

Church reached its greatest influence just before the persecution. (15) 

(14) Wm. M. M. Junkin, The Tong Hak, Korean Repository, 1895, p. 
59. Wedanabe, History of Korean Thoughts (in Japanese), pp. 

44. 56 e 

(15) Ibid, 

(16) Oda, op. cit., pp. 188-119. 
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During the persecution Choy was apprehended, accused of being a 

Romanist, and in 1864 was beheaded at Tai Ku, the capital of 

Kyung Sang, by order of the government, and his religion was thus 

put under ban. 

The new sect nevertheless spread rapidly among the masses who 

had been oppressed and severely for centuries by the covetous 

government officers. (17) The rapid progress of the Tong Hak 

alarmed the conservetive elements at court, who clamored for the 

persecution of all Christians, together with the followers of Choy 

Chai Woo. The execution of the founder of the Tong Hak resulted in 

a change of emphasis from religious and cultural movement against 

the Western learning to social and political agitation. The Tong 

Hak championed the cause of the proletariet and the heavily taxdd 

mésses against capitalism and uhh pangs Their gospel spread like 

wild fire and was accepted by thousands, whereas the local officers 

end rulers at the Seoul court trembled with fear, for a Tong Hak 

victory presaged the downfall of the government. Governors were 

ordered to dissolve the Tong Hak organizations throughout the Kingdom, 

but the government was playing = losing game, for the governors under 

the pretext of dissolving and persecuting the Tong Hak filled their 

own pockets with enormous wealth, Moreover, the crops in the year of 

1893 were poor,and the more the officers oppressed the masses, the 

more the Tong Hak gained in power and influence. (18) 

(17) Corruption of the Korean Administration, See Hulbert, History 

of Korea, Vol. 11, D246 eq. 

(18) Oda, op. cit., p. 120. 
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Encouraged by their success in the spring of 1893 Tong Hak 

followers came up to Seoul and presented a complaint before the 

palace gate, on a table over which was thrown a red cloth. They 

asked that their leader, the martyred Choy Chei Woo, be declared inno- 

cent, that he be given a certzin renk and thet they be allowed to 

erect a monument to his memory. Furthermore they demanded that the 

ban be taken off their religion, and that they be allowed equal 

privileges with the Roman @atholics. If this were not granted they 

would drive ell foreigners from the country. (19) The King replied 

that he would give the matter serious consideration, and requested 

they cease to obstruct the thoroughfare in front of His Majesty's 

gate. Arrests were now made in the district from which the fifty 

came, and the petition was rejected on April 13th.(20) 

The Tong Hak then issued a manifesto and posted it on the 

gate of the Yamen of the governor of Chulla Do and in every district 

of the Province. The document was telegraphed to the King. In the 

document there is no mention of religion. It bristles with patriotic 

phrases and anti-foreign - particularly Japanese sentiment. 

It maintains that men have three tasks which confront them in the 

fulfillment of the duties of life: (1) The task of laying down rules 

or limitations of conduct under which they shall carry out the re- 

quirements of loyalty to their fullest extent and, if needs be, to 

sacrifice their lives as servants of their country. (2) To put forth 

all their efforts in the direction of loyalty and filial piety and 

(19) For. Rel., 1894, Avpendix 1, p. 10; Junkin, op. cit., p. 59% 

(20) -fors Rels; ops cits; ps 10. 
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to die, if need be, for the sake of their personal belongings. (3) To 

maintain widowed chastity and to die, if nmeds be, in the fulfillment 

of conjug2l1 obligations. In the same document it said: 

"Jopanese and foreign rebel and thieves are now introduced 

into the very bowels of our land and anarchy has reached its 

yenith. Just look about the capital under present donditions. 

It is the lair and den of barbarians. Think of the yeer of 

Yen Chen (1592), of the disgrece of the yesr of Pyang Tza (1876)! 

Can you bear to forget it? Can you bear to talk of it Our 

3,000 millions of people in the Fastern Kingdom are now all in the 

grasp of wild beasts, and our ancestral land of 500 years duration 

will shortly witness the disaster of dispersion and dismemberment. 

Alas for chority, patriotism, prosperity, prudence, filial piety, 

brotherly love, loyalty, and good faith! What has become of 

them all at the present time? 

"Let it, moreover, be remembered that most of the Japenese 

rebels cherish a feeling of hatred towards us, and nurture with 

them the germs of disaster for our land which will bring forth 

to our hurt. The danger threatens us at amy moment, and can 

we regard the situation with trenquility?" (21) 

The Tong Hak also sent a notice to the Japanese Stranger Merchants! 

Hell (consulate) in which they delivered a lengthy lecture on the 

Confucian doctrine and in part they said: 

"Previously, in the year of Yen Chen (1592), what unp=rdonable 

crime had Korea committed that you should gether all Japan 

(21) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 13. 
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together and invade Korea returning after being completely anni- 

hileted? Sad and miserable indeed were we} How can we forget 

it? We truly hold enmity against you which cannot be forgotten. 

But what have you against us that cannot be forgotten?" 

It is small wonder that the Japanese believed¢ that this Tong Hek 

movement was instigated by Yuen Shi Kei and the Tai Won Kun primarily 

to injure their interests and to bring in Chinese forces under the 

pretext of suppressing this rebellious movement for the ultimate 

purpose of annexing the peninsula to China. On April 13, 1893 the 

Japanese consul et Seoul issued a notification privately to his fellow 

countrymen warning them that, in consequence of the approval of the 

Tong Hek, it was necessary to prepare the women and children for imme- 

diate removal to Chemulpo; and 211 strong and able bodied men were 

ordered to report themselves at either the J=panese police station 

or consulate "to regweive further orders as to what to do." 

The Occidentals -especially the missionaries - were also warned 

to depart from Korea at their most convenient moment. A placard of 

April 4th which wes addressed to "the head of the religion, said: 

"You, crowd, listen with your ears. Fortune is decreasing 

and the doctrine of the world is being lost. The Royal Ancestral 

femple has been befouled by interrelation with barb-rians. There 

(22) Yor. Rels, op. cit., p. 13. 

(23) It is said that the Tai Won Kun and Yuen Sih Kei were fully in 
touch with the rebels and with their instigation the rebellion 

broke out. See, Kikuchi, Biogrephy of the Tai Woh Kun, p. 164. 

(24) For. Rel., ap. cit., p. 14. 
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is no promise in the treaties permitting the establishment of 

schools and the propagation of religion. 

"You, heads of religion, have one by one come in saying, 

'We come to worship God,' which you do by prayer only; you say 

you believe in Jesus, but show it only by hymns. Among you 

there is neither sincerity nor sense,; you never perform what 

you preach, You say, ‘Honor thy parents,' yet during their 

life you neither care for nor obey them, and after their death | 

(you have) neither tears nor (funeral) ceremony. Is this 

human nature?....Upon the least evidence of incompatibility you 

break the marriage tie. Your crowd, originally beggars, sold 

themselves for the wages offered by the Church. Your hearts 

ere full of covetousness for good houses and an easy life. 

"At first you deceived the children of (native) aristocrets 

by promises of instruction in English and Chinese, but finally 

you force them into your religion, and out of the money intended 

for scholers! food and clothing you have to get your squeeze. 

Is not that vile? You know that your trips for preaching are 

only pretexts for sightseeing and the sale of books. You call 

this preaching! If there is an eternal hell, you shall first 

enter it....We, religious scholars, how could we hold converse 

with a miserly crowd? To speak clearly: You crowd, gether to- 

gether your possessions and depart quickly." (25) 

(25) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 9. 
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The rejection of the Tong Hak petition by the government resulted 

in the adoption of a policy of direct ection. During this stege 

the Tong Hak became out and out political crusaders against abuses 

and were made the tools of the Japenese. The murder of Kim Ok Kiun 

“was made the opportunity for the formation of a political association 

called the tAnti-Korea Association,!' which had for its avowed object 

the forcing of an active Korean policy on the Imperial (Japanese) 

government, It was largely financed by semi-ffficial institutions, 

and kept in fouch with the authorities by & certzin Ryonosuke Okamoto, 

who has been well described as the stormy petrel of Korean politics. 

Owing to the intrigues of the'A nti-Korean Association,' and the finan- 

cial support accorded from Japan, the Tong Hak started an insurrection 

in Southern Korea towards the end of May, 1894." (26) The Japanese 

calculated that by supporting the Tong Hak they hed everything to gain 

and nothing to lose. If the rebellion happened to be successful 

they could claim a share in the spoils so they urged them to intro- 

duce reforms in Korea under Japanese direction. Even if the rebels 

could not get control of the government if they kept their banners 

of revolt raised and emberrassed the helpless government at Seoul and 

invite Chinese troops to suppress the rebellion. In that case Japen 

also could send her troops and settle the Korean question once and 

for all with China. (27) 

(26) Secret Memoirs of Count Hayashi, p. 37. 

(27) Count Hayashi confesses himself that "the manner in which Jepan 
fomented trouble in Korea and fixed a quarrel on China was 

ugly." See his Secrét Memoirs, p. 44. 
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A wealthy farmer, Chun Pong Jun, raised the banner of revolt 

in thé South with the slogan: "Discard the abuses and save the 

people." The starving masses rallied around him and they drove out 

the Prefect of Keum Chun by force. The government, which had been 

pursuing conciliatory meens, used force to suppress the Tong Hak and 

sent 800 soldiers to Koonsan. The second leader of the Tong Hak, 

Choy Sih Hyung, disavowed all responsibility for the forceful act 

of Chun Pong Jun énd advised him to stop all violence. But this 

advice and command of the religious leader had no effect, for the 

radical Tong Hak followers opnosed the government in battle, They 

fought bravely and in May defeeted the governmental forces at Chunju, 

the capital of Chulla Province, while the rumor spread that the vic- 

torious Tong Hak followers were marching up toward Seoul. 

The King was unable to recapture the city of Chunju nor could he 

quiet by force of arms. Unrest and confusion reigned in the capital, 

and the foreign representatives sent for their men-of-wer in order 

to protect their interests in case any further disturbances might 

occur on account of the Tong Hak's approezch to Seoul. The helpless 

King appealed to China, through the Chinese Resident, requesting 

2,000 Chinese troops to suppress the Tong Hak rebellion in the South, 

end 1,500 Chinese troops were, accordingly, shipped from Tientsin on 

the three Chine Merchants! Steam Navigation Company's vessels on 

June 6, 1894. This force was to be increased to 2,235 men and three 

Chinese men-of-war were also ordered to Chemulpo. 

(28)  Otori and Weeber were not in Seoul. Min Yong Chun made the 
appeal to Yuen on behalf of the Korean government. 
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The viceroy, Li Hung Chang, sent these troops after long hesi- 

tation, despite the urgent request of the Chinese Resident at Seoul 

made & month earlier. He insisted on an express request for 

assistance from the King of Korea, so that the responsibility for 

the action would rest upon him. 

Not until June 7th did the Chinese Minister, Wang, in Tokio 

inform the Japanese government of the fact that China, in accordance 

with the request of the King of Korea, had dispatched troops to Korea 

to suporess the rebellion in the South and to restore the peace of 

“our tributary state." (30) In reply the Japanese Foreign Minister 

simply eckmowledged the receipt of the note and said: 

"I beg to declare thet although the words ‘tributary 

stete’ appear in your note, the Imperial Government has never 

recognized Korea as a tributary state to China." (31) 

It is significant to notice that Japan did not accuse China of having 

violated the terms of the Tientsin Convention. Hayashi is of the 

opinion that each country formally notified the other of its itention 

and availed itself of the terms of the Convention. (32) 

On the same day the Tokio government instructed bts chargé at 

Peking to inform the Peking government that in accordance with the 

(30) Wang to Mutsu, July 7, Vledimir, The China-Jepen War, Appendix, 
No. l. It is said thetthe Empress of China decided to set 

aside the 69,000,000 teels, collected for her 61st birthday anniversary 
celebration, to be used in putting down this trouble, and thet no 

celebretion would teke plece till this matter was settled. Sill to 

Gresham, June 29, 1894, For. Rel., op. cit., p. 25. 

(31) Mutsu to Wang, July 7, ibid., No. II. 

(32) Secret Memoirs of Hayashi, p. 39. 
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provisions of the Tientsin Convention and owing na the existance of 

@ disturbance of "a grave nature" in Korea the presence of Japanese 

troops was necessary and that it was the intention of the imperial 

government to send a body of Jepanese troops to that country. The 

Chinese government, however, could not see why it wes necessary for 

Japan to dispatch her troops. The note of Tsungli Yamen, June 9th, 

to Komura stated: 

"Our country has dispatched troops to Korea in compliance 

with an application from that country, for the purpose of assist- 

ing her to suppress the insurgents, and the mezsure is in accordance 

with the prectice hitherto pursued by our country in protecting 

tributary ststes. Besides, the sole object being the suppression 

of the insurgents in the interior, the troops are to be withdrawn 

as soon as that object is attained. Although the condition of 

Jinsen and Fusen is at present quiet and peaceful, our wer vessels 

will be for a while stationed there for protection of commerce 

carried on 2t those ports. 

"The sole object of our country in sending troops is clearly 

to protect the legation, consulates, and commercial people in 

Korea, and consequently it may not be necessary on the pert of 

your country to despatch a great number of troops, and besides, 

as no application therefore has been made by Korea, it is re- 

quested that no troops shall proceed to the interior of Korea, 

so that they may not cause alarm to her people. And moreover, 

since it is feared thet in the event the soldiers of the two 

& 

(33)  Komura to Tsungli Yemen, July 7, Vladimir, op. cit., No. III. 
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nations should meet on the way cases of unexpected accident might 

occur, owing to the differénce of language and military etiquette, 

we beg to request in addition thet you will be good enough to 

telegraph the purport of this communication to the government 

of Japan." (34) 

Before the Japanese troops arrived the Koreen troops succeeded 

in capturing the chief rebels, and a few days later they recaptured 

Chunju. (35) The Chinese troops had not yet actively helped in the 

suppression of the rebellion, when Japanese troops poured into Korea 

despite Chine's mild protest. Their troops disembarked at Chemulpo 

on June 9th; end on June 13th, 800 Japanese soldiers marched to Seoul. 

Two hundred troops remained at Chemulpo and others were stationed 

along the road to Seoul at definite points where they threw up earth- 

works. A guard was also placed at the ferry near Seoul. (36) 

Mr. Ortori, the Japanese minister to Korea and China, who wes away 

on leave since June lst, returned with the troops. When questioned 

he replied that he brought over his troops for the protection of 

Japanese subjects and his legetion, "which seemed quite plausible, con- 

sidering the fact that there are 1,000 Japanese in this city (Seoul), 

4,000 at Chemulpo, and about 10,000 at Fusan and Wonsan, while the 

necessity for protection was evident in the loss of about sixty people 

in the rebellion of 1884 and forty more in thet of 1882." (37) 

(34)  MTsungli Yamen to Komura, June 9, Vladimir, op. cit., No. 4. 

(35) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 20. 

(36) Ibid. p. 21. 

(37) Sill to Gresham, June 18, For. Rel., op. cit., p. 21. 
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Japan was too busy in mobilizing her troops to Korea and found 

no time to reply to the Chinese note of June 9th, but on June 12th 

Japan again maintained thet she never had recognized Korea as a 

tributary stste of China; that she dispatched her troops in virtue of 

the Chemulpo Convention of September, 1882, and in doing so she has 

followed the procedure laid down in the treaty of Tientsin; and 

that as to the number of troops, "the J2panese government are compelled 

to exercise their own judgment." (38) 

At the Tokio Boreign Office Mutsu had an interview with 

Chinese Minister Wang in which he proposed that Japan and China should 

unite: their efforts for the speedy suppression of the disturbance; 

that with a view to the improvement of the internal administr>tion 

of Korea they should send @ number of commissioners charged with the 

daty of investigeting the following general points: (1) examination 

of the financial administretion; (2) selection of the central and 

local officers; and (3) establishment of an army necessary for national 

defence in order to preserve the peade of the land. (39) 

In reply to this proposal the Chinese government observed that 

as the disturbance in Korea had already been suppressed, "it was no 

longer essential to trouble the Chinese forces on Korea's behalf, 

and therefore no necessity exists to consider the proposition that 

our two countries shall cooperate in suppressing the disturbance," 

a 

(38§ Komura to Tsungli Yemen, June 12, Vladimir, op. cit., No. 5. 

(39)  Mutsu to Wang, June 17, Vladimir, op. cit., No. 6. 
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In regard to the adjustment of Korean affairs the Chinese government 

said: 

"The idea may be excellent, but the measure of improvement 

must be left to Korea herself. Even Chine herself would not 

interfere with the internal administration Korea, and Japan having 

from the very first recognized the independence of Korea can not 

have the right to interfere with the same." 

As to the withdrawal of troops from Korea after the suppression of 

the disturbance, China maintained that there was no need of discussing 

the matter again because the Tientsin convention had provided the 

matter. (40) The two contesting nations came to no egreement 

after a lengthy diplomatic correspondence and a rupture seemed in- 

evitable ° 

On June 16, 3,000 more Japanese troops landed at Chemulpo and 

encamped with batteries upon the general foreign settlement of 

Chemulpo, without the consent of the other powers, thus wholly ig- 

noring the treaty rights of the nations represented in Korea, 

The foreign representatives protested against this action but to 

no avail. (41) 

The situation was very critical. Hed the Chinese troops stationed 

eat Asen come to the capital, or if other Chinese troops had come to 

Chemulpo from China, bloodshed would doubtless have resulted. I, 

was Bumored that Englend would occupy Port Hamilton. (42) There 

(40) Wang to Mutsu, June 22, Vladimir, opl cit., No. 7. 

(41) For. Rel., op. cit., p 21. 

(42) Yor. Rel., op. cit., p. 21. 
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were twenty-eight men-of-war and transports at Chemulpo, representing 

six nationalities - Japan, China, United Stetes, England, FPrence, and 

Russia. (43) 

Heving learned of this criticel situation in the Far Eastern 

kingdom the Washington government instructed its representative at 

Seoul, John M. B. Sill, on June 22nd, "to use evefy vossible effort 

for the preservation of peaceful conditions in view of the friendly 

interest of the United States in the welfare of Korea and its 

people." (44) 

The Koreans were greatly alarmed. The King begged the Chinese 

to leave, but they refused to do so as long as the Jepanese remained, 

and the latter positively refused to leave till the Chinese went.(45) 

On June 24, 1894, the King, through Cho Piong Chik, President of 

the Foreign Office, officially informed the Foreign Representatives 

that the Chinese were willing to entertain the proposition for the 

simultaneous removal of both, while the uninvited Jepanese refused to 

listen to the proposel. He pointed out that "the presence of a large 

army in time of peace, the landing of cavalry and artillery, the placing 

of batteries, and keeping a guard at strategic points after internal 

quiet is assured is a dangerous precedent for other nations and a 

menace to the peace and integrity of His Mejesty's realm"; and he 

asked the foreign represent2tives to use their friendly offices, as 

(43) Ibid. 

(44) Ibid., p. 22. 

(45) YFoid. Pp. 23 
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provided by the treaty, in effecting an amicable solution of the 

situation. (46) Accordingly John M. B. Sill for the United Stetes, 

Paul de Kehrberg for Russia, J. Lefevre for France, and C. 7. Gardner 

for England, sent a joint note to the imperial Chinese and Japanese 

Representatives, requesting the simulteneous withdrawal of their 

troops from the Korean territory. (47) 

On the same day (June 25th) both Chinese and Japanese ministers 

replied to the joint note and said they would communicate the matter 

with their respective governments as soon as possible. (48) But 

we hear nothing further about this matter. 

The Japanese minister on June 28th demanded that the Korean 

Foreign Office declare whether Korea was tributary to China or 

not. (49) This caused great consternation, for a negative answer 

would offend China, while an affirmative reply might bring down upon 

Korea the wrath of Japan. After much consultation and after several 

reminders to be prompt from Japan an answer was given in this sense: 

"Korea, being an independent State, enjoys the same 

sovereign rights as does Japan and that in ‘both internal 

administration and foreign intercourse Korea enjoys complete 

independence!" ., (50) 

(46) For. Rel., op. cit., b. Bs 

(47) Ibid., pp. 23-24, 

(48) Ibid. 

(49) Ibid., pp. 28-29. 

(50) For. Rel., op. cit., pp. 28-29. 
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On the following dey (June 25) Otori had an audience and de- 

manded that a council be appointed to consider certain proposals 

he wished to make. (51) As the appointment of this council was 

delayed, the Japanese Minister finally demanded that the appointment 

be made in three days. (52) With the advice of the United States 

representative J. M. Sill the Korean government appointed the council 

with powers only to listen and report upon the demands of Japan. (53) 

Thereupon the Japanese minister presented a long list of reforms 

Nto be discussed within three and to be decided and put into operation 

within ten deys" together with "matters to be discussed and put into 

operation within two years." (54) Among the matters to be discussed 

within three days and to be decided and put into operation within 

ten days, one section which provided that 

"fhe public roads and highways must be widened and improved 

end railroads must be built between Seoul and other importent 

Places to the harbors and telegraphic lines are to be set up 

between districts and-commercial places in every province, so 

thet facilities for travel, transportation, and communication 

may be afforded." (55) 

This one section shows how hasty and senseless the reform proposal 

Was. It is true that in regard to railroads and telegraph lines 

(SEY Teid..; p. ‘SB. 

(52) Ybid. 

(53) Ibid. 

(54) Ibid., pp. 35-36. 

(55) Ibid. 
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the decision was to be made in ten days, while work on the same was 

to be begun when material was procured, yet the whole document re- 

veals Japan's motive. With the advice of Sill the Korean government 

replied thet "while many of these proposals were in accordance with 

the line of policy pursued for the past ten years by Korea, they could 

not accept them now in the face of the military occupation of their 

country." (56) Meanwhile the King appointed a large and influential 

council of his own to consider reforms that they should make themselves, 

and they had decided to strike off all needless taxes, such as had 

been levied during the past ten years, and personal prerequisites.(57) 

Both Korea and China fully understood Japan's motive and her 

ultimate design on Korea and decided to ask for the good offices of 

the United States as provided by treaties which declared: 

"If any other nation should act unjustly or oppressively, 

the United States will exert their good offices, on being informed, 

of the case, to bring about an amicable arrengement of the 

question." (58) 

The King of Korea instructed his representative Wi Sung Soo, at 

Washington, to see "the Secretary of State promptly and explain to 

him the importance of a great conference to adjust the difficulty and 

(56) ~° For. Rel., op. cit., p. 32. 

(57) Ibid. 

(58) Chung, Korean Treaties. The American interpretation of it, see 
Dennett, A.J.I.L.? Jan., 1922; the Korean side, see Hulbert, 

Passing of Korea, ch. v; Brown, The Mastery of the Far East, p. 199; 
McKenzie, Korea's Fight for Freedom, p. 24. 
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avert a conflict." (59) The viceroy Li Hung Chang, who hed been 

supposedly meade the great viceroy plenipotentiary in the Korean affair 

with the power of declaring peace or war by a secret imperial edict 

as early as the middle of June, 1894, also asked the United States 

government to exercise its good offices to mediate the difficulty. (60) 

The Korean Resident Minister at Washington made three calls on the 

State department and requested the good offices of the United States 

government, In his third interview with Secretary Gresham he re- 

quested that the representatives of the United States in China, Japan, 

and Korea be instructed to exert themselves in the interest of peace 

in Korea, and to ask that the Japanese troops be speedily withdrawn 

fromKorea. At these interviews Gresham informed the minister that 

"the United States sympathized with his government and desired to see 

its sovereignty respected, we must maintain towerd it and the other 

powers an attitude of impartial neutrality; that our influence could 

be exerted with Jepan only in a friendly way, and that in no event 

could we intervene jointly with other powers." (61) 

On July 8th the British ambessador read to Secretery Gresham 

an instruction he had received from Lord Kimberley, directing him to 

ascertain whether the United Stetes would unite with Great Britain 

in an intervention to avert war between China and Japan. When 

the Secretary learned thet Li Hung Chang had requested the good offices 

of Great Britain, he stated that the United Ststes government could 

(59) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 32. 

(60) Thia: , ‘PH. “eos 

(61) Ibid., p. 37. 
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not intervene otherwise than es a friendly neutral; that it had already 

communicated with Japan, end he did not think the President would 

feel authorized to go further in the exercise of our good offices. (62) 

The next day he told the British ambassador that the United States 

government could not join another power even in a friendly interven- 

tion. (63) 

In the middle of July the British minister at Peking, however, 

tendered his good offices and endeavored to reconcile the differences, 

but the Japanese government refused to withdraw its troops without 

having achieved the proposed reforms (64) and the Japanese foreign 

minister, Mutsu, put all the Blame for the failure on the Chinese, 

declaring that 

"The Imperial Chinese Government still continued solely to 

insist upon the retirement of the Japanese forces and manifested 

no disposition to acquiesce in view of the imperial Japanese 

government. The only conclusion deductible from these cir- 

cumstances is that the Chinese government is disposed to precip- 

itate complications; and in this juncture the imperial Japanese 

government find themselves relieved of all responsibility for any 

eventuality that may, in the future arise out of the situation." (65) 

The Japanese minister at Washington called on Secretary Gresham 

and told him that the rebellion in Korea had been caused by 

(62) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 38. 

(63) Ibid. 

(64)  Komura to Tsungli Yemen, July 14, Vladimir, op. cit., No. 9. 

(65) Ibid. 
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maladministration and official corruption, that his government would 

not withdraw its troops until needed reforms in domestic administration 

had been made, and that Japan had no territorial ambition toward 

Korea$®5) me Secretary of State remarked that in view of the excep- 

tionally cordial relations which for many years had existed between 

Japan and the United States he felt at liberty to say that it would be 

very gratifying to the United States if Japen would deal "kindly and 

fairly with her feeble neighbor," whose helplessness enlisted. American 

sympathy. (67) 

On July 13th the Chinese minister at Washington visited the 

Department of State by appointment and informed the Secretary of 

State that he was directed by the viceroy to bring to the attention of 

the United Stetes the fact that by the presence of a large force of 

troops in Korea, Japan was endeavoring to induce the government of 

that country to change its domestic administration; that China had 

proposed the simultaneous withdrawal of all foreign troops, which offer 

Japen had declined; that he was instructed by the viceroy to express 

the hope that the United States government would instruct its Minister 

at Tokio to unite with other diplomatic representatives there in a 

joint effort to influence Japan to abandon her warlike purpose against 

China, The minister further said that China's policy was one of 

peace, and that she did not desire to engage in a war with Japan. (68) 

Secretary Gresham replied that the United States desired to continue 

(66) for. Rel., ap. cit., p. 37. 

(67) Ibid. 

(68) For. Rel., op. cit., pp. 38-39. 
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and strengthen friendly relations with both China and Japen; that 

while the United States earnestly hoped to see those governments re- 

main on terms of peace, we could not intervene between them otherwise 

then with good offices; that it had neither the right nor the inclina- 

tion to go further; that by direction of the President he had already, 

through the United States minister at Tokio, made a strong but friendly 

representation to Japan in the interest of peace, and did not see 

that the United States could do more; and thet she could not unite 

with other powers in any kind of an intervention. (69) The minister 

repeated that Japan refused to withdraw her troops until the above- 

named reforms had been introduced; that he feared that war was inevi- 

table unless the vowers exerted strong influence upon Heapan, and asked 

the Secretary what he thought about the situation, and whether he could 

make a suggestion thet would be an improvement. The Secretary said 

he wes slow to believe Japen would resort to war, and that a course 

wes open to China which had been adopted by other powers, namely, 

an offer to settle the controversy by friendly arbitretion. (70) 

Arbitrate whet? If there was a court which was competent to arbitrate 

the complicated matter the arbitration naturelly would fell on the issee 

of Korean status with relation to China and Japan. To analyze and to 

explain the status of Korea in order to solve the pending crisis was 

impossible, because the nature of Korea's relations with China could 

not be defined by the Western legal system, sad even if the court 

could do it Japan would not accept the cecision. She wanted war under 

(69) Ibid. 

(70) Ibid. 
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any pretext - a war to divert her internal political crisis, a war of 

expansion, and a wer to prove that she was strong enough to get 

rid of the disgreceful impositions such as tariff limitations and 

extraterritorial rights of foreigners in Japan. (71) Secretary 

Gresham certainly failed to grasp the significance of the case and 

mis judged the attitude of Japan, 

Jepan wes taking no risks, however, and before declaring war the 

Tokio government instructed its represent:tives abroad to sound 

out their attitude in regerd to her contemplated war with China. 

The Japanese ststesmen feared that Great Britsin and China 

had an alliance. Even without an alliance they knew that Great 

Britain would not look with favor upon a wer between Javan and China 

because her commercial interests and the balance of power in the Far 

East would be endangered. As a result of a visit to Downing Street 

the Japanese minister learned that Great Britain "would most certainly 

refuse to tolerate any actions which infringed upon her own interests 

in China or the integrity and independence of Korea." (72) She, 

however, welcomed the introduction of reforms in Korea, but "she 

would not be able to regerd with indifference any material change in 

the foreign regulations of Korea, nor would she acquiesce in the 

trensfer to Jepan of any of the territorial possessions of the King 

of Korea." (73) London gave warning th=t "any attempt of the Japanese 

to control the peninsula would certainly lead to Russian intervention 

(71) McLeren, Political History of Japan, p. 277 seq; Secret Memoirs 
of Count Hayashi, p. 42 seq. 

(72) Hayashi, op. cit., pp. 45-46. 

(73) Ibid. 
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and possibly in the seizure of a Korean harbor by Russia." (74) 

The Japanese minister was relieved by the fact that apparently 

no British-Chinese alliance existed and that Great Britain would 

forcibly intervent to prevent war so long 2s Japan confined herself 

to the introduction of reforms in Korea and abstained from territor- 

ial acquisitions. He in his turn informed Great Britain thet "what- 

ever the outcome of the existing situation, Japan had no intention 

whatsoever of seizing any Korean territory." The secret memoirs 

of Count Mutsu, since destroyed by the Japanese government, revealed 

that Jepan's fears were confined to British and Russian interven- 

tion. (75) 

Japan now turned to Russia. In extending her good offices 

which Li Hung Chang had sought St. Petersburg directed its minister, 

M. Hitrawo, to advise the Japanese government thet in his government's 

view China had explicitly fulfilled all the conditions of the Treaty 

of Tientsin; thet Chine was prepared to evacuste Korea; that Japan 

should do the same; and thet if a Japanese refusal to do so should 

result in a breach of peace, Japen would be held responsible for it.(76) 

The Japanese statesmen learned also that Russia would not draw her 

sword to assist Chine, Japan feared that too aggressive a volicy 

might lead Russia and China to declare a joint protectorate over 

Korea, (77) but this fear was now removed by the expressed intentions 

(74) Ibid. 

(75) Ibid. 

(77) Ibid., cf. the Novoe Vremya of early part of July, North Chine 
Herald, July 13, 1894. 
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of Russia which brought Germany into the field, with a declarstion that 

any attempt to introduce Russia into the settlement of the Korean 

question would result only in the creation of a Fer Eastern Egypt, 

a threat which was followed by the dispatch of warships to the North 

Pacific. (78)  Assuréd of Russian neutrality, Japan felt that she 

could also count upon British neutrality and while the United States 

would intérvene only in a friendly way. So on July 19th the Japanese 

minister in London informed Lord Kimberley that "Japan would insist 

even force on a satisfactory solution of the situation." (79) 

Japan was now ready to strike and the sooner she took action the 

better would be her chance of success. In order to use Korea as the 

bese of military operations she decided to strike the feeble Kingdom 

first. On July 2end Otori hed an audience with the King who asked 

him to withdraw the Japanese troops, and the Japanese minister pledged 

to do so on the condition that His Majesty would carry out the reform 

messures. (80) The Japanese minister did not mean to live up to his 

words, for he ordered the Japanese troops to attack the King's palace 

for the purpose of setting up a new government under the Tai Won Kun. 

Two battalions, led by Majors Mori and H=shimoto, marched out of the 

camp @arly in the morning of July 23, 1894; their object was declared 

to be an attack on the Chinese troops at Asan, but they soon changed 

their direction, and about three o'clock in the morning moved towards 

the front and reer of the palace. After a short engagement they 

(78) Ibid. 

(79) Ibid. 

(80) Hayashi, op. cit., p. 46; Okuma, Fifty Years of New Javan, vol.l, 
Pp lil. 
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drove out the Korean troops and took possession of the person of the 

King, to whom they declared "they had come to guard the palace and 

dekiver him from an obnoxious faction." (81) There was another short 

engegement outside of the palace, It is said that the King was very 

courageous and stood his ground, restoring peace by his dignified 

bearing. (82) The Japanese then summoned the father of the King, 

the notorious Tai Won Kun and the bitter enemy of the Queen, hoping 

by this action to pit one faction against another. The Tai Won Kun 

was made virtually regent of Korea and a number of pro-Japanese 

officials were apvointed to positions of grant importance. (83) 

The occupation of the palace and the change in the government put the 

peninsula at the mercy of the Japanese and gave them the legal sanction 

for 211 their future proceedings. 

In his distress the King asked the foreign representatives to 

come to see him. They decided to do so, and later in the day they 

went in 2 body to the palace, the Japanese Minister having arranged 

for them to pass his strong guard. After the conference they decided 

ho cable the facts to their respective governments and ask their good 

offices, (84) but all telegr=phic communication was cut except the 

military line which wes under the control of the Japanese while the 

Japanese steemships plying between Chemulpo and the outside world 

were withdrawn. Korea was absolutely cut off from the outside world 

(81) Vladimir, op. cit., po. 89-92. 

(82) For. Rel., op.cit., p. 40. 

(83) Ibid. 

(84) Ibid., p. 41. Waeber came beck to Seoul efter the middle of 
July. 
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so that no news concerning the Japanese activities in Korea would leek 

out. (85) 

The capital was in a gre-t confusion and apprehension. The 

Japanese soldiers were looting houses in the immediate vicinity of 

their legations as well as in the other parts of the city. (86) A 

majority of the Chinese merchants in Seoul: returned to China; more 

than half of the vopulation of the city fled to the country. The 

apparent friendliness of the foreigners with the Japanese aroused 

a very dengerous anti-foreign feeling among the populece who threatened 

to attack all foreigners. (87) 

By the attack on the palace and the seigure of the King's 

person and government Japan attained her first objective. War with 

China was hef second and chief objective.On July 25th the Japanese 

sank the British steamer Kowshing near Asan transporting Chinese 

troops to Korea; and on land a battle was fought at Asan (July 28,29) 

in which 70 Japanese were killed and while the Chinese lost 500 to 

800 together with all their stores and artillery. However, the main 

body of the Chinese (1,500 to 2,000) escaped by marching up through 

the middle of the peninsula and effecting 2 junction with the Chinese 

et Pyeng Yeng. (88) It was not until August lst that China and Japan 

formally declared war upon ech other. In their declarations of war 

(85) Ibid. 

(86) Wor. Rel., op. cit., p. 41. 

(87) Ibid. 

(ss) Yetd., p. 75. 
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each blamed the other and the Korean question was argued at length. 

China insisted that Korea was her vassal State, while Japan claimed 

that she was independent. (89) 

Pollowing this declaration of war the Korean Council of Reforms 

consisting of seventeen persons turned out reform decrees every day 

for the whole month of August. (90) The so-called reforms touched 

very trifling matters, which, as reform measures, had very little 

value, but which were sufficiently annoying to the people. On 

August lst, for example, the council passed six reform measures offe of 

which decreed that: 

"Ags the Japenese army was in Korean territory with no 

auakeu at injuring or hurting the people, notice must be sent 

out to the people not to be afraid of the Japanese soldiers 

and to treat them kindly and courteously." (91) 

It is very doubtful whether all the recommendations received the en- 

dorsement or aporovel of the King of Korea. However, since the 

Japanese authorities were in Seoul and looked to the enforcement of 

reforms, many of them were enforced in the city;outside the capital 

where there were no Japanese, the reforms were a dead letter. The 

governors and magistrates disregerded the orders from the King, saying 

that His Majesty wes a helpless prisoner and orders coming from him 

were really from their treditional enemy, the Jepanese, and that they 

(89) For full text, see Vladimir, op. cit., Appendix D; For. Rel., 
op. cit., Pe 54. 

(90) For. Rel., op. cit., pp. 63-68. 

(91) Ibid. 

(92) Ibid. 
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could best serve the King by refusing obedience to commands so 

obtained from him. (92) There was almost "universal hetred of 

the Japanese," and great loyalty to the King. (93) 

On August 15th while the Japanese forces were marching northward 

to Pyeng Yang to drive out the Chinese, Japan forced the Korean gov- 

ernment to abrogate all treaty relations with China. As early as 

July 20th Otori demanded this action on the ground that the commercial 

and trade regulations of 1882 were made by China without considering 

the interests of Korea and thet this conception made Korea more de- 

pendent on China and impaired Korean independence; that the said 

regulations also made the Japanese-Korean treaty of 1876 "which re- 

gerded Korea as a sovereign State," a mere document of nonsense. (94) 

Accordingly Kim Yun Sik, President of the Foreign Office, notified 

the acting Chinese resident, Tong, of the abrogation of the commercial 

and trade regulations. (95) 

As another act of securing equality with China the Jépanese 

minister demanded that all the foreign representatives in going to 

the palace for an adtecs would be allowed to ride through the gates 

to the waiting room, a prerogative of the Chinese denied to all other 

foreigners. (96) 

92 Ibid. 
{32} Ibid. For the complete reform measures, consult, Wilkinson, 

The Corean Government: Constitutional Changes, July, 1894 to 

October, 1895. 

(94)  Otori to Kim Yun Sik, July 20, For. Rel., op. cit., pp. 55~56. 

(95) Ibid. 

(96) Ibid. 
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On August 20th the Japanese minister, Ofori, made an agreement 

with the Korean government in which it was provided: (1) that the 

Korean government would follow the lead of the Japanese government 

in its domestic reforms and pledge itself to carry out the reform 

measures; (2) that since the Korean government had no fund to build 

the Seoul-Fusan and Seoul-Chemulpo railways it would ask either the 

Japanese government or a Japanese firm to build the projected lines; 

(3) that the Seoul-Fusan and Seoul-Chemulpo military telegrevhic lines 

already built by the Japanese government should be maintained and 

an agreement in regard to the lines would be made at a convenient 

time; (4) that in order to promote friendly relations and to encourage 

the trade between the two countries the Korean government should open 

@ port in Chulla Province; (5) that neither of the two governments 

should make further investigations of the military engegements 

between the Korean and Japanese soldiers at the palace on July 23rd; 

(6) that the governments of Japan and Korea should appoint a 

committee consisting of two nationals to discuss and decide the ways 

and means of bringing about the complete independence of Korea (97) 

and that even after the retification of this agreement the Korean 

palace should be guarded by the Japanese troops. 

On August 25th the Japanese minister concluded another treaty with 

Kim Yun Sik, President of the Foreign Office, which stipulated: 

"TI, This treaty is an agreement to expel the Chinese forces 

from the Korean Kingdom, and to strongly establish the independenee 

of Korea, as well as to fulfill the privileges and immunities 

(97) Ogawa, op. cit., pp.177-178; Sgimoto-Oda, op. cit., p. 128. 
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which are enjoyed by both countries, 

"IT. As Japan has undertaken to attack the Chinese, Korea 

shell have to exert the utmost effort in 211 possible ways to 

facilitate the movement of Japanese troops and assist in pro- 

visioning them."(98) 

By the first part of September the Japanese influence in the 

Seoul court was so predominating that the foreign representatives in 

Seoul protested against the employment of an undue aumber of govern- 

mental assistants from any one nation (i.e., from Japan) but this 

was of no avail and the Japanese continued to have their own way.(99) 

To cement further friendly relations between Japan and Korea 

Marquis Saionji, special ambassador of Japan, came to Korea on 

September 3rd to present gifts from the Fmperor to the King of Korea.(100) 

In return Korea sent Prince Li Kam (@ct. 11) to Japan. (101) 

By "the reformed constitutional regulations for the protection 

of the Chinese merchants" of December 17, 1894, Chinese merchants 

lost all their privileges in Korea. The decree restricted the 

residence of Chinese subjects in Korea to the city of Hen Yeng (Seoul) 

and the three open ports - Chemulpo, Fusan, and Wonsan, and forbade 

them to travel in the interior, except upon the road or river, between 

Seoul and Chemulpo. It required them to report their arrival in 

(98) For. Rel., op. cit., po. 93-94, 

(99) Ibid., p. 73. 

(100) Ibid. 

(101) Ibid. 
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Korea to the Korean local authorities within 24 hours efter landing, 

and to give notice and secure permission when they desired to change 

their residence. Any munitions of war or anything which might be 

used in war should not be imported by Chinese to Korea for sale, 

Extreterritorial rights were denied Chinese subjects who were placed 

under the jurisdiction of the Korean courts. (102) 

As the final climax to the destruction of Chinese influence 

the Japanese forced the King of Korea to take an oath before the 

roy2l temple on January 7, 1895, by which he pledged: (1) to give 

up @11 ideas of subjection to China end agreed to labor to firmly 

establish the independence of Korea; (2) to arrange the royal succession 

in such a manner 2s to distinguish clearly between the heir and the 

next of kin; (3) to decide all politicol affsirs in council with his 

cabinet in the hell of audience; (4) to prevent Her Majesty, the Queen, 

the royal secondary wife and the royal relatives from interceding in 

such decisions; (5) to separate the affeirs of state from those of 

the royal household so as to avoid confusion; (6) to define the 

duties and functions of the ministry and department in a clear and 

intelligiblé manner; (7) to collect no taxes from the subjects of the 

kingdom except in regular order and by just and legal enactments; 

(8) to place in cherge of the Department of Finance the collection 

of taxes and the disbursement of moneys for the expenses of state; 

(9) to reduce the expenses of the royal household 2s an example for 

the different departments and the lesser officials; (10) to comoute 

811 the expenses of the royal household and of all offices and de- 

partments for one year in advance with a budget of the total expenses 

(102) The Korean Official Gazette, Dec. 17, 1894; For. Rel., op. cit, 
Dp. 87-88 . 
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of state; (11) to send the most intelligent of the young men to foreign 

countries to be educated in art, literature, and science; (12) to 

educate all the officers of the army in the school for military 

officers; (13) to define clesrly the laws governing subjects and decree 

good laws for the »rotection of persons and proverty; and (14) to 

select all officers from the various parts of the country, for their 

ability regardless of family connections. (103) 

These fourteen articles are known as the fourteen articles of 

Hong Poom (governing principles) and are regarded as a Korean Magna 

Carta. The Japanese were enthusiastically congratulating themselves 

upon their brilliant success in reforming Korea over night end in 

making her an independent state. Jepan's success was not confined 

to Seoul, At the battle of Pyeng Yang (begun at dawn of Sept. 15th) 

the Japanese inflicted a severe defeat on the Chinese; on September 

17th the Japanese fleet of 10 warships and dispatch boats encountered 

@ Chinese fleet of 14 ships and 6 torpedo boats about halfway between 

Port Arthur and the mouth of the Yalu River and destroyed 4 Chinese 

men-of-war and seriously demaged others, sustaining no loss on their 

part. By October 9th the je-panese drove a Chinese force across the 

Yalu River, and left no Chinese on Korean soil. (104) China was 

losing everywhere and Li Hung Chang was made a scapegoat. By an 

imperial decree of September 17th he was deprived of the "three-eyed 

peacock feather" and the "Yellow riding jacket" as a light form of 

punishment for not being "prompt in the dispetching of troops at 

(103) For. Rel., op. cit., pp. 94-95. 

(104) For. Rel., op. cit., De 73. 
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oppottune times so that a long period has elapsed without successful 

achievements. (105) 

The interested Western Powers discovered that China was utterly 

unprepared for the wer and that its continuance would result in 

great harm to their own interests as well as to China. On October 

6, 1894 the British Foreign Office instructed its representative 

et Washington to ascertain whether the United States government would 

bé willing to join with England, Germany, France, and Russia in 

intervening between China and Japan, The basis of such intervention 

would be a guarantee of the independence of Korea and an indemnity for 

the expenses of the war for Japan. (106) Had the United Stetes 

intervened with the Powers the question of the Far Bast might have 

been solved more honorable, but the Washington government under 

Cleveland and the feeble Secretary of State Gresham replied that while the 

President earnestly desired that China and Japan should speedily 

agree upon terms of peace alike honorable to both, and not humiliating 

to Korea, he could not join England, Germany, Russia and France in an 

intervention. (107) The chief reason for refusing this invitation 

for joint intervention seems to be that the United States did not wish 

to depart from "the wise policy of avoiding foreign alliances and 

embarrassing participation in guaranteeing the independence of distant 

-_ 

(105) The Manuscript Gazette of September 17, 1894; For. Rel., op. 
cit., pp. 61-62, 

(106)  Goschen to Gresham, Oct. 6 (received 9th), For. Rel., op. cit., 
p. 70. 

(107) Gresham to Goschen, Oct. 12, ibid. 
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states." (108) England, however, made a peace overture to Japan on 

the basis of Korean independence and of war indemnity but Javan re- 

fused it on October 25th. In declining the mediation the Japanese 

Foreign Minister said: 

"Thus far Jepents arms have been attended with complete 

success; nevertheless the imperial government is inclined to 

think that, in the present stsge of wer, affairs have not made 

sufficient progress to insure a satisfactory result by nego- 

tiotions." (109) 

On November 3, 1894, Prince Kung had an interview with the 

ministers of England, Germany, France, Russia, and the United States 

and requested them to forward their government’s telegrams invoking 

their intervention to secure peace with Japan. (110) In reporting 

this matter to his chief at Washington, Charles Denby, the United 

States minister at Peking, said: 

"Knowing, on common report, that you had refused to join 

with England in the intervention previously sought, I greatly 

hesitated to agree to recommend that you should now teke part 

in an effort to mediate." (111) 

This peace overture was to be made on the base of evacuation of the 

(108) Gresham to Denby, Nov. 24, 1894; For. Rel., op. cit., p. 82. 

(109) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 79. 

(110) Ibid., p. 74. 

(ida) | Detds 
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Japanese troops from Manchuria, the independence of Korea, and a war 

indemnity, "the amount to be fixed conjointly by the powers friendly 

to China, and to be paid within a limited period." (112) 

Even before this request reached Washington the Chinese Minister 

Yeng Yu had called on the State Department several times and 

asked for the good offices of the United States toward bringing the 

war to a close. (113) Gresham made the ministers of China and 

Jepan understend that the United States had no policy in Asia that 

would be endangered by the war, and thet occupying a position of ab- 

solute and impertial neutrelity toward the belligerents, the President, 

however, solicitous to see the restoration of peace, would in no event 

go beyond acting as a mere peacemaker upon the request of both 

parties. (114) Having made his position clear he instructed, (Nov. 

6) the American ministers at Peking and Tokio to tender the good offices 

of the United States. In his telegram of instructions to Dunn, United 

States minister et Tokio Gresham maintained that, "Our attitude toward 

the belligerents is that of an impartial and friendly neutral, desiring 

the welfare of both. If the struggle continues without check to 

Japan's militery operations on land and sea, it is not imvrobable 

that other powers having interests in that quarter may demand a 

settlement not favoreble to Japan's security and well-being." (115) 

Although Peking had anvealed to five western powers for their good 

(112) ‘Tsungli Yamen to Denby, Nov. 3, For.Rel., op. cit., p. 75. 

(113) Lbide+-Po~7bs 

(114) Ibid. 

(115) Gresham to Dunn, Nov. 6, 1894, ibid. 
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offices and was tied up by this apveal, it accepted the American offer 

readily. Tokio, on the other hand, was slow to acknowledge the offer 

because it did not see any need of the good offices of a third power. 

Her military success was such that on November 17th the Japanese 

government replied: 

"The Imperial government does not feil in avvreciation of 

the amicable sentiments which induced the government of the 

United States to tender their good offices in the interest of 

peace between Japan and China, 

"The universal success which hes thus far during the con- 

flict attended the armies of Japan would seem to relieve the 

Imperial government of the necessity of invoking the cooperation 

of friendly powers to bring about a cessation of hostilities. 

"The Imperial government has no wish to press their 

victories beyond the limits which will guereantee to them the 

just and reasonable fruits of the war. Those limits, cen not, 

however, be said to have been reached until Chine finds herself 

in a position to approach Japan directly on the subject of 

peace." (116) 

After having ascertained thet it would be acceptable to Japan, 

the United States Legation at Peking opened a channel through which 

Chine could approach Japan directly on its subject of peace. On 

November 22nd China made her peace overture on the basis of Korean 

independence and war indemnity. (117) 

(116) Note verbale, For. Rel., op. cit., p. 80. 

(117) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 79. 
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, Even prior to this overture Detring, commissioner of customs at 

Tientsin was apoointed to go to Japan to find out the conditions upon 

which peace might be restored. With credentials bearing the date, 

November 18, 1894, he arrived at Kobe, Japan, on November 26th and 

stated the object of his mission to Count Ito who was at Hiroshima. 

Ito sent his confidential secretary Ho Mioji to Kobe with a reply to 

the effect that, as Detring wes not properly accredited by the Bovern- 

ment of China, he could not receive him or recognize him in any way. 

Thereupon he returned to Chine on November 29th. (118) 

On the first of February the Japanese plenipotentaries Ito and 

Mutsu met the Chinese vlenipotentiaries Chang In Hoon and Shao Yu 

Lien at Hiroshima. The Chinese were there without full powers to 

negotiate with the Japanese. The instructions from the Tsung li 

Yamen read: 

"You will, however, telegraph to the Tsungli Yemen for the 

purpose of obtaining our commands by which you will abide." (119) 

The conference broke up because of the inadequate powers of the 

Chinese representstives. A day before the breaking up of the Hiroshima 

conference the Japanese Diet passed a resolution which was meant to be 

& threat to the Chinese plenipotentieries, The resolution declared: 

“Whereas, in the ovinion of this house, the time is still 

distant when the objects on account of which war was proclaimed 

by His Majesty will be accomplished end the country's prestige 

established, therefore this house is prepared to grant whatever 

(118) Ibid., p. 83; for his credentials, see ibid., p. 93. 

(119) Ibid., p. 99. 
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amount of appropriations may be necessary for the vurpose of 

military expenditures, and adopts this resolution with the 

express intention of making known its sentiments on the 

sub ject. "(120) 

On February 13th the Peking court, acting upon hints made by 

the Japanese government to the Chang-Shao Mission and also through 

the United States Legation at Peking, appointed Li Hung Chang as peace 

plenipotentiary, and summoned him to the capital to receive instruct- 

ions. (121) On leerning of the apoointment the Japanese government 

warned China on February 17th by telegram, that the sending of another 

mission to Japan would be useless, unless the plenipotentisry was in- 

vested with full power to negotiate on the basis of cession of 

territory and an arrangement relating to the future relations between 

the two countries including the full recognition of the independence 

of Korea and the payment of 2 war indemnity. (122) 

The newly appointed Chinese plenipotentiary fully realized that 

Chine had no other choice but to conclude peace with Japan. The 

Chinese navy was annihilated at Wei-hai-wei and the Rising Sun 

was threatening even the capital of China, He therefore requested 

Minister Denby to intercede with the Japanese government that the 

latter would grant an armistice to last through his absence on the 

(120) For. Rel., op. cit., p. 99. 

(121) Imperial Edict, Tsao kao, 76/46; Hsu, China and Her Political 
Entity, p. 175; Foster, Dipl. Mem. Vol. II, p. 120. 

(122) Ibid. 
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on the peace mission, giving assurance that the Province of Chihli would 

be free from hostile operations. (123) The Japanese did not not con- 

sent to the request and kept their army in Shenking on the defensive 

until February 28th when they resumed the offensive and took 

Newchang and Yingkow. (124) He then pursueded his court to grant 

him all necessary power to end the war, and appealed to Great Britain, 

France, Russia and Germany to see that Japan should not take undue 

advantage of the situation. (125) He also conferred with the foreign 

representatives at Peking and on February 24th instructed the Chinese 

ministers at London and St. Petersburg to sound out the attitude of 

those governments. London and St. Petersburg replied that they 

could not formulate their policy until they hed seen the Japanese 

terms. (126) Li Hung Chang now received full power to conclude 

peace with the authority to cede territory. (127) 

While the viceroy was in Tientsin he was informed by the court 

that Japan accepted his appointment and expected him at Shimonoseki 

about March 19th. (128) He left Tientsin on the 13th and arrived at 

Shimonoseki on the apvointed day, accompanied by his staff, among 

whom John W. Foster was counsellor to the mission, 

On the following day (March 20th) the representatives of both 

countries exchanged their credentials and in the same meeting Li Hung 

(123)Gerard, Ma misson en Chine (1893-1897) mp. 23. 

(124) Hsu, op. cit., p. 177. 

(125) Ibid., p. 176. 

(126) mIbid. 

(127) Li Hung Chang's honor was restored on Feb. 27th. 

(128) Foster, Dipl. Mem., vol. II, p. 127. 
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Cheng submitted a plan for an armistice providing for a complete 

suspension of hostilities on the basis of the status quo, as he had 

already proposed through the American Legation while he was in 

Peking. (129) On the 2ist Japan demanded such harsh terms (130) that 

the Chinese government, after having consulted with the foreign min- 

isters at Peking instructed Li Hung Chang to reject the proposal and 

to ask for the conditions of peace (March 24th). (131) On his way 

back to his heedquarters Li Hung Chang was attacked by a Japanese 

fanatic. On the same evening he communicated with Ito, requesting 

that he send him the memorandum containing the promised conditions of 

peace, for he could not attend the conferénce fixed for the next day. 

Two days later (March 26th), Count Mutsu informed the viceroy 

in writing that His Majesty, in his deep grief at the deplorable 

occurrence of the twenty-fourth, had commanded his pvlenipotentiaries 

to consent to an unconditional armistice; end two days later a con- 

vention declaring a complete suspension of hostilities for twenty- 

two days was signed. This was in effect the request made by the 

viceroy at the first conference and rejected, and was a substantial 

evidence of the sincere sympathy of the Japanese. It proved a balm 

to the wounded Chinese statesman, and cleared the way for the peace 

negotiations. (132) 

On April lst the Japanese plenipotentiaries proposed the first draft 

(139) +Jbid., ws Lee, 

(130) For the terms, see Hsu, op. cit., p. 178; Ogawa, op. cit., p. 193. 

(131) Foster, op. cit., p. 129. 

(132) Foster, op. cit., p. 136. 
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of a treaty of peace. They demanded that "China recognizes defini- 

tively the full and complete independence of Korea, and in consequence 

the payment of tribute and the performance of ceremonies end formal- 

ities by Korea bo China in derogation of such independence and 

autonomy, shall wholly cease for the future" (Art.I). Japan also 

demanded cession of Southern Dhengking, Formosa, and the Pescadores; 

payment of a war indemnity of 300,000,000 taels; conclusion of a new 

commercial treaty on the basis of China's treaties with the Western 

Powers with additional concessions such as opening seven new ports 

including Peking; temporery occupation of Mukden and Wei-hsi-wei 

until the completion of the payment of indemnity and the ratification 

of the new commercial treaty to be concluded; and other minor points.(133) 

On April 5th Li Hung Chang submitted his counter proposals. As 

to Korea he suggested a compromise and proposed: 

"The Chinese government some months ago indicated its 

willingness to recognize the full and complete independence of 

and to guarantee the complete neutrality of Korea, and is ready 

to insert such a stipulation in the treaty; but in due reciprocity, 

such stipulation should likewise be made by Japan." 

He also proposed that the indemnity be reduced to 100,000,000 taels; 

cession of Antung and Kungtien in Shengking and the Pescadores in the 

Straits of Formosa would be accepted; the mutual granting of most- 

favored-nation treatment would be provided; arbitration of differences 

that might arise from the treaties to be concluded. (134) 

(133) Vladimir, op. cit., Appendix K. 

(134)  Viledimir, op. cit., Appendix K. 
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Hed Japan accepted this counter proposal, Korea, the bone of con- 

tention between China and Jepan, would have remained nearly in the 

status quo ante bellun. Since she fought the war to eliminate China 

from the peninsula Japan decided to cling to it and notified Li Hung 

Chang on Avril 10th that she found it "necessary to adhere to the 

article as originally presented to the plenipotentiary." (135) 

For this insistence Japan made other concessions: She reduced indem- 

nity from 300,000,000 to 200,000,000; moved the boundary in Shengking 

south; withdrew demands for the opening of some of the new ports and 

the commutation of inland taxes. (136) 

In order to secure better terms the viceroy invited the foreign 

powers to intervene and played a game of procrastination with Ito. 

At last Ito's patience was exhausted and he sent an ultimatum to 

Li Hung Chang. (138) mn the advice of his colleagues and his court 

the viceroy accepted the Japanese terms and concluded the treaty of 

Shimonoseki on April 17, 1895. The treaty was ratified and the ex- 

change of ratifications took place on May 8th. (139) 

Ito's war policy proved successful. (140) As soon as he declared 

wer on China all political dissentions in Japan disappeared, and with 

(135) Ibid. 

(136) Ibid. 

(137) Hsu, op. cit., pp. 178 seq. 

(138) Foster, op. cit., pp. 150 seq. 

(139) Customs Treaties, II, p. 635. 

(140) Hayashi, op. cit., p. 42. 



ce 

7 of banae mers Atventace eit! moat. 
ie see 

ni yusheod anit boven 000,000,008 o# 000,000,008 met? tua 
13 Ae’, / “he eon weer vc) to gmoe ‘te sitio edd to% abaareb worbel Ev qateroe 
ae } nag b 

. a + ae (88.2) .eoxad Basta: te 4 ba tupeto3 old ae a 

; ay . “oat “Vale ne Heakoanoeay to. Siig .s bey lo fae. snovisini-ot etewog 
a ¥ oF ward omtd fer tes tase au bas Bo tavaciee aa" sonottar #tegt teal vA 
me ei Fabos sid Sar neugeelies eid to esives: odd a0 (eeL) SORT ane it 
ee to \teort oft. babisronce Bae’ Bares snemegst eid te teeeoa yorebiv edd’ 
r ay 5.) Mi ~28. odt baa Kettider eer wWheenrt er 0 0Rr ‘YL Liack no tte ondinine 
Bay aan’ 7 (eer) hide vate ‘Mto adil seo ano ttasttitas to spteadin 

} bextoon bas an. nO08 eA ‘(osr), + Pesta eap ogg: Serer si flee Taw atotl 
ay" “bn tae, ossinionein save fi saodiaons is Teg Ett lod ‘Ets std) mo Lew 

' y ‘ t hasan oe batrot ade sad 904 tha fo sued 

- eeny, wate dectante ad a edaon ee llaatatro as beatgitas, 

a tae oo Hehed one “spite badleanby! ‘Tatto: abso reget abuote teat abs 0% 

| me | IST (2Br). | eh 7 | | ayes (BRST) Gag) sh ae pee Pte a spa ger 20°. sti 96 4 DB Wen) oy ‘lg 
i ih | : pee oer ote fatto sae 298208 | ean h ae uh “ae 7 cy : eee: ciaia 7, . nat taoan gto (eet) ie Wt | (aw 

ai ce Kg ato ‘ao : teeny (obs) a 
; fi | : hd Arn 



(370) 

the supvort of the nation he humbled the Middle Kingdom and dictated 

her to renounce her claims on Korea. He must have congratulated him- 

self upon his brilliant success in domestic and foreign policy, but 

later facts show that he was no great statesman. 

‘Whatever may be said of Ito's statesmanlike qualities previous 

to 1885", rightly maintains McLaren, "he will go down in Japanese 

history as a men of distinctly second-rate ability. He will be 

praised for the tenacity with which he upheld in the early years of 

Meiji a policy of domestic reform and reconstruction, but will be 

damned by the Constitution of 1889, as well as by his action in 1894 

in distracting the attention of the nation from the problems of political 

progress by bringing on the war with China. It is true that he sub- 

sequently endeavored to rehabilitate himself by his temperate volicy 

in Korea after the Russo-Japanese War, but it was then too late, 

The Jepanese had been swept into a militarist career in 1894, and it 

was ruled by the military party from that time onward; Ito and his 

followers were unable to stem the tide of chauvinism, as he with 

Iwakura, Kido, and Okubo had done in 1873. By his tragic end at 

Harbin in 1909 he paid the price of his error in 1894," (141) 

(141) McLaren, A Political History of Japan, p. 229. 
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SUMMARY 

Chine, Korea and Japan constitute a culturel and economic unit 

in the Far East yet geographical provinquity made Korea's relations 

with China more intimate than her relations with Japan. Japan however 

received her civilization from China by way of Korea and with the aid 

of Korean scholars. Economically Japan was not a self-sufficing 

country. She needed Chinese silk, tea, and luxuries and Korean 

foodstuffs and cotton. Economic necessity brought the sons of Yamato 

to Ningpo, Fusan, and even to M-lay. Their turbulent and piratic 

activities sometimes compelled both China and Korea to close their 

ports to the Javanese; and their pviratical expeditions to the Korean 

coasts partly explain the Mongol invesion of Japan. 

Korea was sandwiched between the great continental empire and 

the insular kingdom. The Mongols used Korea as a base of military 

operations and whenever they had a grievance against Japan they put 

pressure upon Korea to secure redress for them. Following this 

precedent, Hideyoshi demanded that the Korean government reopen its 

ports to Japanese merchants and asked the Ming Fmveror to do the same 

with Ningpo. The Korean government refused these demands and suffered 

invesion of her territory. The first Shogun of the Tokugawa family, 

realizing the utter failure of Hideyoshi's Korean volicy cultivated 

friendly relations with Korea. The Kore2ns, however, were so deeply 

impressed with the barbarity and treachery of the Japanese that they 

never maintained frank and friendly relations with Japan. 

The Manchu invasion furnished Japan another excuse to intervene 
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in Korean affairs. The Tokugawa Shogun maintained that his country's 

safety depended upon the maintenance of the integrity of Korea and 

proposed an alliance to resist the Manchus. Korea, however, suspected 

the underlying motive of Japan and declined the proposal, 

The conquest of Korea by the Manchus forced the small kingdom to 

continue to send a heavy tribute to the Peking court. The sending 

of tribute alone, however, did not make China suzerain over Korea 

because it was purely ceremonial and a necessary compensetion for the 

treding privileges at Peking. The performance of these ceremonies 

humored the vanity of the Celestial Empire which regerded herself as 

the center of the universe and the custodian of wisdom. In return 

Korea gained much profit from her annual trade at Peking. Up to the 

time of the persecution of the French missionaries the ceremonial and 

commercial tribute continued and no one inquired about the exact nature 

of Koreats relation with China, 

One of the immediate causes of the persecution was the appesrance 

of the Muscovites on the northern frontier of Korea. By diplomatic 

success Russia obtained the Maritime Provinces from China and the 

frontier of the Muscovite Empire touched the northeastern border 

of Korea. After her reckless adventure in the Tsushima Islands 

Russia asked the Korean government to open its northern cities for the 

overland trade. This overture, however, created a panic at the Seoul 

court, In accordance with the suggestion of the Christian nobles the 

Tei Won Kun decided to make use of the French missionaries to solve 

the Russian question and in return he promised to grant religious 

freedom. The Conservatives at court denounced the Tai Won Kun's volicy 

and clamored for persecution of the Christians, for to their patriotic 
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minds Christianity had been associated with treason and lawlessness. 

While this anti-foreign sentiment was developing the court was re- 

lieved of the tension resulting from Russian aggression, for the latter 

did not come back for the expected answer, The Tai Won Kun had the 

choice of resigning his position as actual ruler of Korea or of carry- 

ing out the recommendations of the Conservetives. His lave for power 

led him to choose the latter alternative. Nine of the twelve French 

missionaries and a large number of Korean converts were killed in 

cold blood. Even if the Tai Won Kun hed resigned his power the Con- 

servatives would have persecuted the unfortunate Christians just the 

same, 

One of the three survivors, Ridel, escaped from Korea to Cheefoo 

and reported to the French admiral what had taken place in Korea. 

On account of the trouble in Cochin-China Admir=1 Roze could not 

vroceed to Korea at once. On July 13th the French chargé at Peking, 

de Bellonet, took up the matter with the Chinese government on his 

own initiative. In reply the Chinese government disavowed all re- 

sponsibility and declared that Korea was an independent State. The 

preliminary survey of the Korean coast was made and the punitive ex- 

pedition under Admiral Roze was sent in October. The second expe- 

dition proved to be a failure with the exception of the destruction 

of Kangwha. On his return to China Admiral Roze found, to his 

mortification, that his government did not approve of the headlong 

venture of de Bellonet. France was not able to secure further redress 

from the Korean government on account of her European troubles. On 

November 20, 1867,Prince Kung on the advice of Burlingame sent a 
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copy of the spirited correspondence with de Bellonet to each one 

of the foreign legetions in Peking. 

In the latter part of October Admirel Roze brought beck news 

from Korea that an American schooner was wrecked on the coast of 

Korea and its crew were captured by Koreans. This schooner was none 

other than the General Sherman. This ship appeared on the Tai Dong 

River on the evening of the 17th day of the 7th moon. The governor, 

Pak of Pyeng An Do, sent a messenger to inquire about the origin and 

nature of the ship. By using Chinese characters and through Rev. 

Thomas, who came aboard in order to increase his knowledge of the Korean 

language, the messenger found out that they were from the land of Mi 

(America) for the purpose of trade. Since the Provincial officials 

could not grant such 2 privilege the messenger requested the foreigners 

to seek permission of the King. Meanwhile the ship availing itself 

of the high tide and hesvy rain moved up to the neck of the river. 

Another messenger, Li Hyun Ik, went on board with flour and eggs in 

accordance with their request and told them that their violation of 

the order of Governor Pek made the matter more complicated. The 

governor reported the presence of the foreign ship to the Tai Won 

Kun. While he was waiting for an order from Seoul the river had 

gone down and the boat was hopelessly fast in the mud. The foreigners, 

who exhausted their food supplies, realized the hopelessness of their 

condition and made Adjutant Li a prisoner on board. A huge crowd 

gathered on the shore and demanded the release of Li, and Governor 

Pak sent the mayor of Pyeng Yang to request the release of Li and their 

withdrawal from Korea, which they refused to do. The Tai Won Kun 
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regarded the presence of the ship as another French invasion and issued 

an order to Governor Pak, commanding, "If they do not go at once 

have them killed." A struggle ensued and finally by the use of fire 

rafts the Koreans destroyed the ship and killed the crew. This 

cruel massacre resulted partly from anti-foreign feeling but it cer- 

tainly was not anti-American feeling, for in the same year another 

American ship, the Surprise, was very kindly treated. Had the 

General Sherman unarmed and had the crew acted more tactfully they 

might not have met with disaster. The importance of the affair 

rests on the fact that if furnished Secretary Seward an excuse to 

propose a joint expedition. 

The Prince Kung-Bellonet corresvondence did not reach Washington 

till February 26, 1867. Up to this time Seward had been given a 

picture of a French army and navy sweeping Korea, occupying the capi- 

tal of Korea, and finding the throne vacant. On March 3rd, Seward, 

knowing neither the retreat of the French from Korea nor Bellonet's 

diplomatic adventure without instructions from his home government, 

proposed to M. Berthemy, French Minister at Washington, that the 

French government should act together with the United States in 

order to get more complete satisfaction from Korea for the murder 

of the French missionaries and the Americans on board the General 

Sherman and to force Korea to accept a treaty similar to the treaties 

signed by Chine and Japan. It is hard to ascertain the underlying 

motive of Seward. He might have hoped to mitigete the severe 

punishment of Korea by France or to open the veninsula to the world 

by this coercive method. The documents, however, reveal that his 
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chief motive was to heel France's wound in Mexico at the expense of 

Korea. He repeatedly assured the French minister thet from this pro- 

ject he expected no more than to demonstrate the friendly relations 

between his country and France. The Peris government politely de- 

clined to entertain Seward's proposal on the ground that France se- 

cured a satisfectory redress from the Korean government, and that pub- 

lic opinion in France was not in favor of it. 

The retreat of the French from Korea consolidated the Conserva- 

tives at court and intensified their anti-foreign feeling, which was 

further increased by the Jenkins-Feron-Oppert body snatching expedi- 

tion. The infamous expedition had for its purpose the exhuming 

of the body of the Nem Yun Kun, the father of the Tai Won Kun, and 

stealing the skeletons for rénsoms. There was small wonder that the 

Low-Rogers mission of 1871 turned out to be an utter failure. 

, Between the retreat of the Low-Rogers expeditionary party and 

the signing of the Kengwhe treaty with Japan in 1876 there took 

place an important change in Korean politics. Queen Min formed a 

political party, which wes in favor of facilitating foreign intercourse 

not because either she or her followers were more liberal than the 

Tai Won Kun but because the issue furnished them a good weapon to 

attack the supremacy of the Tai Won Kun. Finelly the Mins ousted him 

from power and took control of the government, but the opening of 

Korea to Japan was not their voluntary act. 

In pursuance of her old policy Japan tried to establish friendly 

relations with Korea. After Japan's humiliation at Shimonoseki some 

Japanese contemplated a triple alliance of China, Japan, and Korea, 
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but the project fell through on account of Korea's historical animosity 

toward Japan and the unfortunate Yado incident. It was not until 1876 

that Japan forced Korea to sign a commercial treaty, which served as 

a first wedge between China and Korea and inaugurated Japan's conti- 

nental expansion. 

Japan's success in obtaining the Kangwha treaty encouraged 

Senator Sargent of California to make another attempt at opening 

Korea to the Western world, although the Stete Department was not 

sanguine as to the success of the senator's project. However, the 

naval diplomat, Shufeldt, was apvointed for the task with instructions 

to use peaceful means and secure the good office of Japan in carrying 

out his mission. During his sojourn in Japan Shufeldt discovered 

that the Japanese did not wish to open Korea to the outside world and 

he turned to Li Hung Chang for assistance in accomplishing his mission. 

By 1882 the viceroy realized Korea's strategic importance and hoped to 

rectify China's blunder in disavowing responsibility for Korea since 

1866. Moreover, he feared Japants underhand policy in Korea and 

advised the Korean officials to open their country to the Western 

powers for the purpose of neutralizing one poison with another. He, 

however, did not admit the fact that he feared Japen's aggression in 

Korea, for it was too much for the pride of the greet empire. He 

cleverly made use of Shufeldt!s suspicion of Japan and through his 

good offices the Shufeldt treaty of 1882 was concluded. In the 

course of negotiations the viceroy requested Shufeldt to insert a 

clause, recognizing China's suzerainty over Korea, which Shufeldt 

refused. Instead the King of Korea was to write a letter to the 
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President of the United States, declaring that Korea was from ancient 

times a State tributary to China, yet she enjoyed full sovereignty in 

all matters of internal administration and foreign relations, and 

had the right to enter into treaty relations with the United States 

on a besis of equality. 

While the retification of the Shufeldt treaty was pending the 

Conservatives, resenting the liberal policy of the Queen's party and 

the increase of Japanese influence at court, brought about the riot 

of July, 1882. The discontented soldiers and hungry mob killed the 

Jepanese military instructor and the Mins and burned the Javenese 

legation. The Queen, however, escaped from the capital and saved 

her life, while the Tai Won Kun was sent into exile to China, 

Japan sent her envoy with a large army to secure redress from the 

Korean government, while Chine also despatched her forces to suppress 

the riot. A war between Javan and Chine was vredicted and the United 

States minister to Chim , Young, sent a man-of-war to watch the con- 

testing powers. Owing to Korea's willingness to accept the harsh 

terms demanded by Japan war was averted and the Chemulpo convention 

was signed. 

From the riot of July, 1882 Japan came out with more prestige, 

while China demanded Korea to regard her military assistance in 

suppressing the riot. From this time on China's interference in Korean 

affairs became very frequent and despotic. In September 1882 China 

dictated a commercial convention to Korea which gave her many unique 

privileges. She also dominated Korea through her representative, Yuen, 
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her military instructors for the Korean army, the officers installed 

at the Korean government, and the Min party. This rapid increase of 

Chinese influence alarmed the patriotic Koreans, the Pro-Japanese 

Party, and the Japanese statesmen. The King of Korea was anxious 

to have the Shufeldt treaty ratified and sent out his representatives 

to Young, urging the retification. Upon the ratification of the 

Shufeldt treaty the two countries exchanged their diplomatic repre- 

sentations, and Korea was wide open to the world by her subsequent 

treaties with England, France, Russia, Austria, etc. 

Among the treaty powers the United States was counted upon much 

by the King to play a leading role in aiding the aspirations of Korean 

nationalism, for she was disinterested in territory but a very strong 

nation. Had the United States wished she could have done a great 

deal in making Korea independent, but on account of lack of good 

statesmanship on America's part and the peculiar political situation 

in Seoul she maintained a strict neutrality and kept the balance of 

power in Korea. Americats liberal policy in Korea was balked at 

by the European powers and China and the Washington government began 

to retrest from its original policy. 

Japan's policy in Korea was supported unintentionally by the United 

States, but the Japanese were not satisfied, for Chinese influence 

was increasing at Seoul. Availing herself of China's trouble with 

France in Tongking Japan launched a vigorous policy to secure an equal 

position with China. Japen forced the Korean government to accord 

her subjects the commercial advantages enjoyed by the Chinese since 

1882 and instigated and participated in the coup d'etat of December 
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1884, which turned out to be a failure. Some Japenese historiens 

maintain that the King had previous knowledge of the coup d'etat, but 

there is no evidence supporting this contention with the exception 

of the alleged diary of Kim Ok Kiun. The Korean government signed 

@ convention promising to pay indemnities and grant privileges to 

Japan, 

Ito went to Tientsin for the purpose of securing equality with 

China in Korea. Some Japanese lament Japan's failure to aveil her- 

self of China's complications with France and of the proposed Franco- 

Japanese alliance, yet her diplomatic victory in making China recognize 

Japan's claims on Korea was of great significance for the future. 

Since the Tientsin convention the most consvicuous event was 

the appearance of Russia on the Korean stage. Waeber, the Russian 

representative in Seoul, gained a thorough kmowledge of Oriental 

affairs and was a skillful diplomat, and soon there were rumors that 

Korea made a secret treaty with Russia by which the latter promised 

to "protect the integrity of Korea against all attacks by whomsoever 

made," and to furnish military instructors for the Korean army, while 

Korea was to lease Wonsan to Russia. The interesting feature about 

this convention wes that it was the result of a diplomatic adventure 

of von Mollendorff, one of whose duties assigned by Li Hung Chang was 

to reform the Korean army. The viceroy for some reason took no 

action and the American instructors applied for hed not come, while 

Japan's aggression in Korea was imminent. Since Mollendorff had no 

love for Americans, his logical choice was Russia. On the advice of 

George Foulk the King protested that he had no knowledge of the convention 
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and dismissed Méllendorff from the Forcign Office. 

England wes particularly alarmed because France, the supporter 

of the Russian policy in the Far East, was occupying the Pexcadores, 

while relations between China and Japan were strained. | As @ measure 

of precaution England occupied Port Hamilton off the southern coast of 

Korea. It is not certain to what extent the Mollendorff secret 

convention influenced England to occupy Port Hamilton, but when Russia 

gave @ verbal assurance that she had no territorial design in Korea, 

England decided to withdraw from Port Hamilton after securing from the 

Chinese government the assurance that under no circumstances would a 

foreign power be allowed to take possession of the islands. 

Since the Seoul court under the domination of the Queen was not 

loyal to China, the viceroy decided to make use of the Tai Won Kun, 

who had been in exile in China since 1882 and sent him back to Seoul 

under the escort of Yuen Shih Kei himself. The return of the Tai 

Won Kun divided Koreans into two hostile factions, and the animosity 

between the Queen and her father-in-law was kindled afresh. The 

Queen secretly sent Kim Yong Won to Vladivostok for the ourpose of se- 

curing Russian assistance to counteract the policy of China. The secret 

leaked out and gave China a good excuse for the dethronement plot of 

1886. There is much evidence to show that the dethronement plot was 

planned earlier than Kim's secret mission. At least it was planned 

no later than the return of the Tai Won Kun. Min Yong Ik took part 

in the plot with the knowledge of the King and reported its progress 

to His Mejesty and Denny, who foiled the designs of their enemies 

in July, 1886. 



ih, atti bed arts abwn900 wh, aeat ale Pa settee est aut? ee 

StUaAont 'e uh andere ondm near bra mai anpitod omostnter afidw 

to tadbo’ dart abe ont Xo dod Beale Se0% boteErsoo Bereta ae terior ‘to 

| tetone Vincbas l(t ad# Sneeze eae ot aistieo dom ei 41 | +08 10% 

oteasH aotw tod .wotiine® d1o% wrsiooo of baslant Bosna tk ao baswao9 

~ROtON of ity tanh fekrovinzed on bas ane tadd eoasteas Lidretis evan 

adt mot aaiurose tatte mot L tenets, Hot mott wenbils iw od 5obtoeb brefsat 

e hisow eesursensratio on Teday ee conetieen. arts ‘Saber tevos aiadam 

4fiaetet edd Ro coi adece eset ot bowolls 9c xawog Blot 

tom aan meat odd to moft netted edt Tek er tame Lvove edt oonte 

oA noW ist ait to ees shea oo Beh toe ) hin eg ont esi ot Leyol 

Lsoe® of woed mid Soe Bers Ses Sends ‘Bide at oLixe nt aped bed octe 

ot act to atrdoer out thoamba bx mbste ene. to eens att ohms 

Ywiscmias edt haa fimo Foor orebot ond ott sire 0x babw ae mee cod 

ax? deotts beLimbl cay wel a t—ebitd 0 E TO has mooup te mp Orde 

=e Ae a2 OG TERY edt 19% dateershatt ot See, py ont tase viteraee nsany 
le 

% “for9092 sam snared ‘te yoLton ott oheridabias es eine ta teas te fey sabes 

to 506 janenoit—p edt tot abyoxe boog # act buf) lovey bee tro bosthol 

asw tolg \asenton' fo ead tod wore ot Soastiave domme: asd? .oBBL | 
emt, 

bonmclo ecw th tenos. $a saeietta tonoen ett nitd toi Ltso hoc fe 

txa¢ soot iT gibt Seay | ae not, sift 20 andor ile sa novel On 

aseTyor ‘edi botroqor bas pak ont 16: oa atnomt aut Adin ete Ads Cae 

2oimeaa ‘beset to em teah okt odtek oot yam hoe ve to ale of 

+8e8L alt, , a 



(382) 

After this plot the Peking government gave Li Hung Cheng a free 

hand in Korean affeirs. The viceroy changed the "temporizing 

policy" by adopting a high handed agressive policy and retained his 

most trusted lieutenant Yuen at the Seoul post. Encouraged by the 

viceroy's approval of his policy in Korea Yuen caused much mischief 

and even personally engeged in the ginseng smuggling business. 

Following his bad example the Chinese merchants violated the commer- 

cial regulations of Korea and carried on trade without regard for 

law. By 1886 Korea seemed to be completely under the domination of 

China. 

The King feared the dismemberment of his kingdom and on the ad- 

vice of Denny decided to send out envoys to the Western countries to 

expose the underhanded policy of China, With his tact and patience 

the King overcame the stubborn opposition of China and was able to 

send Pak Chung Yang and his steff to the United States. The envoy 

was instructed to secure American military instructors for the Korean 

army and a loan for the purpose of developing the natural resources of 

Korea. On account of Bayerd's lack of interest in these projects the 

envoy, however, accomplished nothing with the exception of reviewing 

the nature of Korea's relation to China, 

China regarded the presence of foreigners in Seoul as unfavorable 

for her annexation project and tried to exclude the foreigners al- 

together. Seoul was nevertheless opened to commerce by the commer- 

cial regulations of September 1882. England claimed the same right 

as China and so stipulated in her treaty with Korea with one condition 

that in case the Chinese government saw fit to relinquish the right 
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then Great Britain Would no longer claim that right for her subjects. 

By the interpretation of the most-favored-nation clause all the treaty 

powers were entitled to this right. If China relinquished her right 

to trade in Seoul, Britein would not claim the right and the rest of 

the treaty powers then could not invoke the most-favored-nation 

clause. On second thought China realized the difficulty attached to 

the task of excluding the foreigners from Seoul and gave up the 

project. She, however, launched a formidable campaign to drive out 

those foreigners whose influence hindered her plan of annexation of 

Korea. She drove out George Foulk, who had been the confidential 

adviser to the King and worked for the cause of Korea, put pressure 

upon the Seoul court to hinder the missionary work, and removed 

Denny from the Korean Foreign Office. Not being satisfied with this, 

the Chinese decided to exploit the superstition of the Korean masses 

in exterminating the foreigners. In 1888 rumors were spread in Seoul 

that foreigners -especially Americans and Japanese - stole and pur- 

chased Korean children for eating purposes and converted them into 

medicine and material to be used in the making of photographs. Hed 

not the foreign representatives in Seoul taken prompt precautionary 

measures the lives of foreign residents would have bean endangered. 

A wer between China and Japan seemed to be inevitable over the 

Korean question. Jepan prepared for war as early as 1882 when she 

learned of the Chang Pei Lun Memorial, urging the Chinese Emperor 

to prepare for war with Japan. Owing to her domestic difficulties 

and the peaceful council of such men as Iwakura and Ito, Japan 
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continued friendly relations with China end planned an economic pene- 

tration of Korea, but she never lost sight of the necessity for mil- 

itary preparation. By 1893 Japan witnessed © grest constitutional 

crisis, which threatened the downfall of the oligarchical government 

and the repeal of Ito's constitution of 1889. In order to save the 

government and constitution, Ito decided to divert the attention of 

his country to @ war with China, 

Japan did not quarrel with China when Korea issued the decree 

prohibiting grain exports, for on the advice of Li Hung Chang, Korea 

promised in May 1893 to pay damages to the Japanese merchants. The 

assassination of Kim Ok Kiun, the leader of the coun d'etat of 1884, 

and the Tong Hak rebellion in the South, however, offered Japan 2 good 

opportunity. She regarded the assassination of Kim Ok Kiun as an 

insult to her national honor and secretly sumvorted the Tong Hak 

rebellion. The helpless Korean government appealed to China, through 

Yuen Shih Kai, requesting Chinese troops to suppress the rebellion. 

Li Hung Chang, who realized the seriousness of the matter, waited near- 

ly a month until the King of Korea officially requested Chinese 

assistance before he sent forces to Korea. When the Chinese troops 

landed at Asan the rebellion had been already suppressed by the Korean 

government, and there was no need of the Chinese troops. On June 

7th before the Chinese troops landed on the Korean soil, the Chinese 

government notified the Japanese government that its troops Were on 

their way to Korea in accordance with the request of the Korean gov- 

ernment. On June 9th Japan also sent troops to Korea, which occupied 

the capitel and gerrisoned strategic centers. Up to the outbreak of 
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the war the Chinese acted very prudently and confined their troops 

to Asan, while the Japanese acted in every way to antagonize the Koreans 

and gave the impression that they Were responsible for the war. While 

both Korea and China were busy seeking the good offices of the Western 

powers, the Japanese troops attacked the palace in Seoul, cutting tel- 

egraphic lines and withdrawing their steamship service from Chemulpo 

in order to cut off Korea from the rest of the world. The Korean 

government and the foreign representatives in Seoul requested the 

representatives of China and Japan to withdraw their forces from 

Korea, Although China was willing to do so, Japan refused and in- 

sisted uoon imposing reforms on Korea before her withdrawal. Indeed 

Japan had no intention to withdraw her troops. The Jepanese minister, 

Otori, attacked the palace, seized the person of the King, and forced 

reforms upon the Korean government. He also secured railway con- 

cessions, concluded a treaty aimed at driving out Chinese influences 

from Korea, and on August 25th he forced the Korean government to 

abrogate the commercial regulations of September 1882 and to make the 

status of Chinese residents in Korea worse than that of any other 

foreigners. After Japan was assured of the neutrality of Hngland and 

Russia she sank the Kowshing end began the war with China although the 

formal declaration of war was not made until August lst, 1894. 

On land and sea the Japanese forces won undisputed victories. 

In November China sought peace on the basis of Korean independence and 

@ war indemnity, but Japan declined to accept mediation of a third 

power or powers and made known the fact that China should approeech 

Japan directly. On November 22nd through the United States legation 
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at Peking China approached Japan on the subject of peace. In order 

to make the victory decisive and complete Japan refused to accept 

the Detring and Chang-Shao missions on the ground that their powers 

were inadequate. By March 20th, 1895 the representatives of both 

hostile nations met at Shimonoseki and after the attempt on Li Hung 

Chang's life by a Japanese fanatic Japan granted an unconditional arm- 

istice. 

On April lst the Japanese plenipotentieries proposed the first 

draft of peace treaty, demanding thet "China recognize definitely 

the full and complete independence of Korea, and in consequence the 

payment of tribute and the performance of ceremonies and formalities 

by Korea to China in derogetion of such independence and autonomy, 

shall wholly cease for the future." Five days later Li Hung Chang 

made a compromise and proposed that "the Chinese government some 

months ago indicated its willingness to recognize the complete neutral- 

ity of Korea, and is ready to insert such a stipulation in the treaty, 

but in return Japan should likewise make such a stipulation," When 

Japan occupied an inferior position in Korea she proposed to make Korea 

@ neutrel country through her: representative at Peking, Emamoto, but 

now she was in the position of dicteting to China and did not wish to 

commit herself to uphold the independence of Korea, for Jepan's ultimate 

design in ee Was annexation. The Japanese plenipotentiary, there- 

fore, refused to entertain Li Hung Chang's proposal concerning Korea 

and notified the viceroy that Jepan found it necessary to adhere to 

the article as originally presented to the Chinese plenipotentiary. 

In return Japan made reductions in indemnity and territorial demands 
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and the commutation of inland taxes. Finally the Chinese vlenipoten- 

tieries yielded and signed the treaty of Shimonoseki. Japan secured 

recognition of Koreats independence from China. Did she intend to 

respect the integrity of Korea? 
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The Horace N. Allen Papers are deposited with the New York Public 

Library. There are four diaries covering the period from 

1884 to 1905. 

Diary No. I chiefly deals with his work as a medical missionary. 
But his keen observation and his association with the high officials 
in Korea enabled him to record many interesting affairs. The Diary 

No. I happens to cover the three year period (1884 to 1887) during 
which George Foulk was in a better position to underst2nd Korean 

matters. Yet the Dizry supplements the Foulk Papers. 

Diary No. II gives an authentic account of the Pak Chung Mission 

to the United States. As Allen was the American secretary to the 

enbassy he played a very important part. 

Diary No. III deals with his trip around the world via Siberia, 
With his thorough understending of Korea as a missionary and American 

diplomat in the Seoul Court he had an interview with Roosevelt and todd 

him that he was all wrong in lending support and sympathy to Japan 

as it was simply encouraging the latter to declare war. 
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the American interests in his desire to oust the Japanese. Allen's 

success in securing concessions in Korea for his fellow countrymen 

is well recorded in the Diaries No. II and IV. 

The George Foulk Papers are also deposited with the New York Public 

Library. His Pepers contain letter press copies of practically 
all his reports to the Secretary of the Nevy, divlomatic dis- 

patches, his personal correspondence, and notes and memoranda with 

reference to Korean matters. These Pavers furnish @ major portion 

of the information concerning Korea from 1884 to 1887. 
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