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(uncorrected) 

Jeremy Grant - Coordinator, Better Identity Coalition 

JEREMY GRANT: All right!  Well, good morning, everybody, and welcome to Day 2 of our 

Virtual Policy Forum.  I'm Jeremy Grant, I will be your MC for what should be a fantastic 

discussion about identity, authentication and the road ahead.  A lot of you know yes as part 

of the cybersecurity team here in Venable in Washington, D.C.  In that role I serve as 

coordinator of the Better Identity Coalition and also an advisor to the FIDO Alliance. 

 

We have pulled together this event.  We had a great day yet.  FinCEN director Michael 

Mosier kicked us off with the challenges the financial sector has seen because of 

authentication solutions.  He indicated that compromised, is leading to $4 million a month 

being lost in the financial system because of account take-overs.  Congressman Bill Foster 

gave us a lunch time keynote about his effort in digital identity legislation in 2021.  We had 

an panel that looked at Congressman Foster's bill, a lot of it focuses on the fact that 

government at the end of the day is the one issuer of identity in this country and how that 

creates.  Our last panel focused on identity and the individual, looking at perspectives on 



equity and inclusion and diving into a lot of our legacy identity systems today fail to work 

for all Americans. 

 

We closed with a spotlight session led by Eric Jorgensen, Arizona's held of Department of 

execs looking at the mobile driver's license program. 

 

We had more than a thousand people registered for this event from around the globe.  

Talking to attendees after the event I found that some found our content interesting, our 

youngest viewer, Jane McKenzie, somebody in her household sent me a video, she found 

the music we were airing in the breaks to be particularly inspiring.  Dustin, our producer is 

going to share that. 

 

(Video plays.) 

 

This is Jane's interpretive dance to the music we had.  Inspiring way to start off today.  

 I'm excited for day 2.  We will start with an opening keynote with Congressman Katko who 

is sponsored with Congressman Foster last year.  We heard from Congressman Foster 

today and I'm glad we can get a Republican perspective today.  Congressman Katko was 

made ranking member where -- focusing on cybersecurity. 

 

We will follow with what the Biden Administration should look to do.  Just before lunch we'll 

have a second panel that will tell an under appreciated good news stories of the year 

looking at how FIDO authentication helps secured the 2020 election.  We were hoping to 

have the Google CISO Mark Risher on the panel.  He was named the federal government 

CISO.  He wasn't able to join us today but we have a great mix of other folks including some 

from campaign world who will be able to talk and make it a great panel.  We'll build in a 20 

minute break to grab lunch or do whatever you need to do to deal with fatigue. 

 



We will have a keynote from Andrew Shiklar.  He will dive into aspects of what has been 

accomplished and what to expect.  The last panel will focus on the intersection of identity 

and. 

 

Lydia Beyoud will lead that panel.  To close, Alex Weinert from Microsoft will talk about 

sobering things they have dealt with at the intersection of, diving into the Solar Winds 

attack.  I am expecting it to be sobering but maybe talk to reasons to be optimistic in the 

year ahead. 


