




When I was a child, I talked like a 
child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put the ways of 
childhood behind me. 

1 Corinthians 13:11 NIV
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We are facing a crisis of 
adulthood…



@lafayettecc  

…people view adulthood 
as a BURDEN…
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But MATURITY is a BLESSING!



Then God said, “Let us make mankind 
in our image, in our likeness, so that 
they may rule over the fish in the sea 
and the birds in the sky, over the 
livestock and all the wild animals, and 
over all the creatures that move along 
the ground.” 

Genesis 1:26 NIV



For the LORD is the great God, 
the great King above all gods. In 
his hand are the depths of the 
earth, and the mountain peaks 
belong to him. The sea is his, for 
he made it, and his hands formed 
the dry land. 

Psalm 95:3-5 NIV



The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom; all who 
follow his precepts have good 
understanding. To him belongs 
eternal praise. 

Psalm 111:10 NIV



“Therefore I am now going to 
allure her; I will lead her into the 
wilderness and speak tenderly to 
her….



“In that day,” declares the LORD, 
“you will call me ‘my husband’;  you 
will no longer call me ‘my master. ’… 

I will betroth you to me forever; I 
will betroth you in righteousness 
and justice, in love and 
compassion…



The LORD said to me, “Go, show 
your love to your wife again, 
though she is loved by another 
man and is an adulteress. Love 
her as the LORD loves the 
Israelites, though they turn to 
other gods…” 

Hosea 2:14, 16, 19, 3:1 NIV



Yet their voice goes out into all the 
earth, their words to the ends of 
the world. In the heavens God has 
pitched a tent for the sun. It is like 
a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber, like a champion rejoicing 
to run his course.



It rises at one end of the heavens  
and makes its circuit to the other;  
nothing is deprived of its 
warmth. 

Psalm 19:4-6 NIV



By the seventh day God had 
finished the work he had been 
doing; so on the seventh day he 
rested from all his work. 

Genesis 2:2 NIV
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God put MATURITY into me by 
making me in his image.
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God is cultivating MATURITY 
out of me by surrounding me 

with MANURE.



Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 
sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that 
the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. Let perseverance finish 
its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything. 

James 1:2-4 NIV



In your struggle against sin, you 
have not yet resisted to the point 
of shedding your blood. And 
have you completely forgotten 
this word of encouragement that 
addresses you as a father 
addresses his son? …



It says, “My son, do not make 
light of the Lord’s discipline, and 
do not lose heart when he 
rebukes you, because the Lord 
disciplines the one he loves, and 
he chastens everyone he accepts 
as his son.” …



Endure hardship as discipline; God 
is treating you as his children. For 
what children are not disciplined 
by their father? If you are not 
disciplined—and everyone 
undergoes discipline—then you 
are not legitimate, not true sons 
and daughters at all.



Moreover, we have all had human 
fathers who disciplined us and we 
respected them for it. How much 
more should we submit to the 
Father of spirits and live! They 
disciplined us for a little while as 
they thought best …



…but God disciplines us for our good, 
in order that we may share in his 
holiness. No discipline seems 
pleasant at the time, but painful. Later 
on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those 
who have been trained by it. 

Hebrews 12:4-11 NIV
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BECOMING is 
harder than BEING.
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The LORD was with Joseph so that he 
prospered, and he lived in the house of 
his Egyptian master. When his master 
saw that the LORD was with him and that 
the LORD gave him success in 
everything he did, Joseph found favor in 
his eyes and became his attendant. 
Potiphar put him in charge of his 
household, and he entrusted to his care 
everything he owned.



From the time he put him in charge of his 
household and of all that he owned, the 
LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian 
because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD 
was on everything Potiphar had, both in the 
house and in the field. So Potiphar left 
everything he had in Joseph’s care; with 
Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself 
with anything except the food he ate.  

Genesis 39:2-6 NIV





The LORD had said to Abram, “Go 
from your country, your people 
and your father’s household to the 
land I will show you…



“I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you; I will make your 
name great, and you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth will 
be blessed through you.” 

Genesis 12:1-3 NIV
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The BLESSINGS God gives 
TO ME are blessings he gives 

THROUGH ME.
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