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Traditions don ’t exist by being repeated 
they exist by being constantly renewed. ’ 

—Austin E. Quigley, 7995 

Dean of Columbia College, 7995'—2009 

Please support our students and renew our traditions 
with your donation to the Columbia College Fund. 

COLUMBIA COLLEGE FUND 

To make a gift, call 1 -866-222-5866 or 
give online atwww.college.columbia.edu/alumni/giving/ 

Every Gift Counts. 



Columbia College Today 

Contents 

COVER STORY 

14 True to the Core 
Through nearly 90 years, the College's signature 
Core Curriculum has changed with the times 
but maintains its essence by being guided, 
but not governed, by the past. 
By Shira J. Boss-Bicak '93, '97J, '98 SIPA 

FEATURES 

24 Columbia Forum 
In this excerpt from Gang Leader for a Day: A 
Rogue Sociologist Takes to the Streets, Sudhir 
Venkatesh, the William B. Ransford Professor 
of Sociology, attempts to conduct a sociological 
survey in the housing projects of Chicago. 

30 Sha Na Na and the 
Invention of the Fifties 
Formed at the College in 1969, Sha Na Na 
didn't rewrite the history of the '50s but 
rather reinvented it, creating the "Fifties" 
seen in Happy Days and Grease. 
By George J. Leonard '67, '68 GSAS, '72 GSAS and 
Robert A. Leonard '70, 73 GSAS, '82 GSAS 

33 CCT Donors, 2007-08 
A list of alumni, parents, friends and 
organizations who donated to CCT. 

ALUMNI NEWS 

38 Bookshelf 
Featured: Anisha Ahooja 
Lakhani '98's new novel, 
Schooled, looks at the hidden 
side of NYC's upscale private 
schools from the view of a 
teacher and tutor. 

40 Obituaries 

44 Class Notes 
Alumni Updates 

52 Harold Kushner '55 

71 Robert Bradley '85 

77 AunKoh'96 

80 David Beatus '01 

82 Charles London'02 

84 Nico Muhly '03 

66 Alumni Sons and 

Daughters 

88 Alumni Corner 
An alumnus and parent 
reflects on moving his 
daughter into Carman, his 
own days on campus and 
what has — and hasn't — 
changed at Columbia. 
By Dr. Jonathan D. Kaunitz '72, 
76 P&S 

DEPARTMENTS 

2 Letters to the 
Editor 

3 Within the Family 

4 Around the Quads 

4 Homecoming 2008 

5 Quigley To Receive 
Hamilton Award 

6 2008 Great Teachers 
Award 

8 Class of 2012 Arrives 

10 College Fund Sets 
Record 

115 Minutes with ... 
Robert Y. Shapiro 

12 Student Spotlight: 
Leeza Mangaldas '11 

13 Alumni in the News 

13 Mini-Core Courses 

13 Williams Wins Medal 

FRONT COVER: EILEEN BARROSO 



COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

Columbia College 
TODAY 

Volume 36 Number 1 

September/ October 2008 

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 

Alex Sachare '71 

MANAGING EDITOR 

Lisa Palladino 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

Rose Kernochan '82 Barnard 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, ADVERTISING 

Taren Cowan 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

Shira Boss-Bicak '93, '97J, '98 SIPA 

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 

Irina Dimitrov 

DESIGN CONSULTANT 

Jean-Claude Suares 

ART DIRECTOR 

Gates Sisters Studio 

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER 

Eileen Barroso 

Alan S. Orling 

Daniella Zalcman '09 

Published six times a year by the 

Columbia College Office of 

Alumni Affairs and Development. 

DEAN OF ALUMNI AFFAIRS 

AND DEVELOPMENT 

Derek A. Wittner '65 

For alumni, students, faculty, parents and 

friends of Columbia College, founded in 1754, 

the undergraduate liberal arts college of 

Columbia University in the City of New York. 

Address all editorial correspondence 

and advertising inquiries to: 

475 Riverside Dr., Ste 917 

New York, NY 10115-0998 

Telephone: 212-870-2752 

Fax: 212-870-2747 

E-mail: cct@columbia.edu 

www.college.columbia.edu/cct 

ISSN 0572-7820 

Opinions expressed are those of the 

authors and do not reflect official 

positions of Columbia College 

or Columbia University. 

© 2008 Columbia College Today 

All rights reserved. 

CCT welcomes letters from readers about 
articles in the magazine, but cannot 
print or personally respond to all letters 
received. Letters express the views of 
the writers and not CCT, the College or 
the University. Please keep letters to 250 
words or fewer. All letters are subject to 
editing for space and clarity. Please direct 
letters for publication "to the editor." 

Letters to the Editor 
Spring ’68 
In your excellent May / June issue covering 

many divergent memories of the Spring 

1968 rebellion, you failed to identify Her¬ 

bert Deane on the far right of photo No. 5 

on page 32 with Professors Wm. Theodore 

de Bary '41 and Richard Hofstadter. (The 

fourth man in the photo is unknown to 

me.) I had Deane for a political philosophy 

class and he was a first-rate professor who 

assigned good books and made you think 

about them. 

Unfortunately, when he became Dean 

Deane, he had the misfortune of telling the 

protestors that if 80 percent of the students 

supported one cause or another it meant as 

much to him as telling him 

that 80 percent of them liked 

strawberries. The comment 

was quickly immortalized 

as The Strawberry State¬ 

ment, the title of a book and 

a film and a symbol of ad¬ 

ministration indifference to 

student concerns. Yet Deane 

was a first-rate professor 

who deserves to be remem¬ 

bered for his excellence in 

the classroom. I remember 

one of the adages learned 

in his class via philosopher R.G. Colling- 

wood: "History is reasoned knowledge of 

what is transient and concrete." 

Lee Lowenfish '63 
New York City 

I was disappointed at the comments of 

some of the participants whose narra¬ 

tives were included in the "Spring '68" 

article in the May/June issue. Many seem 

to be proud of what they were against at 

the time, including, in their words, "Co¬ 

lumbia as an institution," "the police, 

the courts and the press." I wonder if the 

participants remember what they were 

for. I recall photographs of Vietcong flags 

flown from occupied buildings; I saw 

these flags myself during a strike in 1972, 

and I remember the chant "Ho Chi Minh! 

Madame Binh! NLF is gonna win!" There 

was something fundamentally disturbing 

at the time about hearing students cheer¬ 

ing on the people who were killing their 

countrymen. I am more sensitized now 

as a full-time physician for the Depart¬ 

ment of Veterans Affairs. But I read no 

expressions of regret, let alone remorse, 

about the students' support for the North 

Vietnamese government, with its Maoist/ 

Stalinist ideology, and their joy at its mili¬ 

tary successes. 

The photograph on page 37 of three stu¬ 

dents sitting on a ledge — one wrapped in 

a blanket, one smoking, all three laughing 

while a policeman stood nervously be¬ 

low — was to me a picture of the smug, 

arrogant smirk of privilege. The attitude 

conveyed is the antithesis of the egalitar¬ 

ian sensitivity that was so large a part of 

what I loved about Columbia. That these 

students imagined that the oppressed of 

the world looked upon them as comrades 

is, from this distance, bitterly amusing; at 

the time, it was disgusting. 

Matthew Movsesian 74 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

In the July/August issue 

there is a letter from Don 

Beattie '51, whom I do not 

recall. Did I spend too much 

time in the Jester office? Beat- 

tie sent quite a polemic. Has 

he forgotten our Humani¬ 

ties courses? "Those who 

forget history are doomed to 

repeat that history." Or Vol¬ 

taire saying, "I may disagree 

with what you are saying, but I will fight 

to the death for your right to say it." 

I disagree with Beattie's take on the 

events of 1968. He is totally mistaken 

about the Partisan Review. The magazine 

was an important publication, created to 

bring a number of intellectuals together 

who fought Stalinism and the distortions 

and dangers of the Soviet Union. Partisan 
Review was never an organ of the Com¬ 

munist Party. The editors and writers 

predicted the revelations about Stalin as a 

psychopathic murderer and stupid, deny¬ 

ing the Germans would invade Russia! 

As for Dwight Macdonald, a brilliant 

satirist, he would not have anything to do 

with the Communist Party. As for "Marx¬ 

ists and hooligans," Eric Fromm spoke to 

the students in 1968. He was outspoken 

for the humanistic goals of Marxism that 

were distorted and warped by the Rus¬ 

sians and Castro. Beattie refuses to feel 

events of the '40s and '50s: the McCarthy 

hearings, the destruction of innocents, the 

provocations of South and North Korea 

that led to a war. I lost two friends who 

were in the ROTC because of that war. 

In 1968, the Vietnam War was a night- 
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mare. The helplessness and futility of that 

generation led to so called "hooliganism." In 

the here and now, we have a President who 

stole two elections, and the apathy is dead¬ 

ening. Beattie needs to get his reality back. 

Dr. Jay Lefer '51 

Larchmont, N.Y. 

In your July/August Letters, one of the 

correspondents refers to Dwight Mac¬ 

donald as a Communist, as evidenced by 

his editorship of Partisan Review. I'm sure 

other alumni who specialize in New York 

intellectual history or literature can give a 

fuller account of this, but even I, a Euro¬ 

pean economic historian, know that this 

reference is not quite right. Whatever their 

origins may have been, by the '60s neither 

Macdonald nor the Review was Commu¬ 

nist. A quick glance at Wikipedia is suffi¬ 

cient to tell you that. 
Jonathan J. Liebowitz '61 

Littleton, Mass. 

I was surprised to read in the July/August 

issue the letter of Dr. Michael T. Chamey 

'62, and his reference to the Michelin rub¬ 

ber plantation northwest of Saigon and his 

assignment there in spring 1968. The 34th 

Engineer Battalion, of which I became the 

chaplain, passed by the Michelin plantation 

in summer 1970 as we built a Class C road 

to Phuoc Vinh. We lost two men in the pro¬ 

cess: one, to an RPG round that struck the 

segmented compactor he was operating, 

during an ambush; and a second, who was 

blown to pieces when he stepped on a land 

mine planted along the edge of the road. 

It is a small world. 

Charles C. Currie '48 

Clarksville, Tenn. 

It was with sadness that I read the nostalgic 

reminiscences of Spring '68 and noted the 

omission of a detail of history, the inconve¬ 

nient fact of the purposeful destruction of the 

research notes of Orest Ranum, then-associ¬ 

ate professor of history and subsequently 

recognized as one of American's outstand¬ 

ing scholars of 17th-century France. Ranum 

went on to become a full professor at Johns 

Hopkins, but the work he had spent 10 years 

preparing, a general history of early modem 

Europe (under contract for a series directed 

by J.H. Plumb of Cambridge) had been de¬ 

stroyed. This volume was never published, 

and as The New York Times reported on May 

23 and 26,1968, it was irreplaceable. 

Attacks on culture often precede attacks 

on people. In Afghanistan, the destruction 

of monumental Buddhas anticipated the 

carnage of 9-11, and one might well remark 

that the burning of Ranum's manuscripts 

anticipated the killing field of Cambodia, 

which was the inevitable consequence 

of our precipitous and rapid withdrawal 

from Vietnam. Students at Columbia today 

should reflect on these events when they 

remember Spring 1968. 

Paul Saenger '66 

Chicago 

[Editor's note: The author is curator of rare 

books at the Newberry Library in Chicago.] 

As an alumnus of the Class of '48,1 wasn't 

sure in reading the Letters (July/August) 

that this was the same Columbia I attend¬ 

ed, or that the year 1968 with its nationwide 

turmoil was somehow missed (except as 

experiences on campus) as evidenced by 

some of the comments in "Spring '68." In 

the era of Vietnam, the assassinations of 

John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King 

Jr., and the turbulent civil rights movement, 

the reactions and temper of the letters 

seemed as that of having one's toes stepped 

on. Don Beattie '51, in nothing this ('68) as a 

"disgraceful time," went so far as to invoke 

the names of Lenin and Fidel, mirroring the 

red scares of the '50s. Lee Dunn '66 refers 

to the revisited "travesty" and the "public 

relations hit" that the University bore. 

At this period of time, having long left 

my Columbia days behind, I was active 

on the streets of Berkeley, Calif., protesting 

the way alongside University of California 

students who proudly accepted the man¬ 

tle of radical. Revolutions, even in histori¬ 

cal terms tame, are never polite or free or 

disruptions that upset propriety. Colum¬ 

bia survived Spring '68 much as the rest of 

the nation did the decade, but not without 

uproars, and yes, anarchy, reflecting a per¬ 

vasive and greater breakdown of society 

in general. Perhaps there is something 

missing of this reaction today. 

Ed Bergeson '48, '51 Arch. 

Portland, Ore. 

[Editor's note: A reminder, the original is¬ 

sue of Columbia College Today that covered 

the events of Spring '68 may be viewed at 

www.college.columbia.edu/ cct.] 

Robert Siegel ’68 
The overview of Bob Siegel '68's career [May / 

June] was an interesting analysis detailing the 

progress of a prominent newsman. Here is an 

another view of his contribution to WKCR's 

reportage during Spring '68. 

To begin. Bob was never president of 

WKCR. He was chief announcer, which posi¬ 

tion he held by dint of his amazingly talented 

Within the Family 

Our Spring '68 coverage in the May/ 

June issue, and the initial letters it 

drew in response, which were print¬ 

ed in July/August, produced anoth¬ 

er unusual surge in correspondence 

from our readers. Once again, we've 

decided to use the space normally 

reserved for the editor's column in 

order to share more of your letters. 

voice: Like Cronkite or Murrow, Bob was 

gifted with an extraordinary vocal timbre 

and intelligence that set his on-air work way 

above that of the mere mortals at the station. 

His was a professional announcing voice. 

When the student strike erupted, the 

1967-68 WKCR Board of Directors still was 

available, but title and authority had passed 

to the Class of '69. The boards of '68 and '69 

worked together to deal with the problems 

and challenges the strike presented. And 

Marty Nussbaum '67, VOL, president dur¬ 

ing '66-'67, was uniquely suited to super¬ 

vise the on-air coverage. His wacky sense 

of humor tied to a pitch-perfect news sense 

set the ideal anarchic tone for a band of 

budding John Reeds reporting on revolu¬ 

tion. At the same time, Bob took on the job 

he was evidently bom for: on-air anchor for 

the constant news stream. Marty and Bob 

were tasked with the effort of shaping and 

streamlining the news pouring in from stu¬ 

dent-run remote stations all over the cam¬ 

pus, as well as handling interviews, prepar¬ 

ing feeds to the outside media and creating 

a professional tone for WKCR. Their in¬ 

stincts were so fair and solid that everyone 

involved was thrilled to participate. 

With Marty running the show, the gestalt 

at WKCR became total giddiness. Now it 

was unnecessary to return to the dorm for 

the minimal sleep we required. At any rate, 

to go back meant we might miss something. 

So we slept at the station, on couches and on 

the carpet. We were dispatched around the 

campus or kept at the station to do essential 

work. As the weeks drew on, the station 

settled into a new routine. Marathon bridge 

games kept us alert, and at slack times we 

took turns on the air. One memorable time. 

Bob, a French major, laid down his bridge 

hand and went into the announce booth to 

intro The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan entirely in 

French. With that unique Bob Siegel reso¬ 

nance, tinged with self-deprecatory humor, 

(Continued on page 86) 
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Homecoming 2008: Fun for the Whole Family 
By Lisa Palladino Get ready to cheer on the Lions 

as they take on the Princeton 

Tigers at Homecoming on 

Saturday October 4, at Baker 

Athletics Complex. Come 

early for the gourmet picnic, games and 

amusements for fans of all ages and min¬ 

gling with classmates, friends and students. 

The Pregame Picnic under the Big Tent, 

open from 11 a.m.-l:30 p.m., offers a hearty 

lunch as well as soft drinks and sweets. 

There also will be limited cash-and-cany 

items. Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 

for children under 12, which include the 

barbecue buffet and soft drinks. Beer, wine 

and cocktails are available at an additional 

cost. To purchase Homecoming 2008 picnic 

tickets, which also cover admittance to the 

Homecoming Carnival, visit www.college. 

columbia.edu/ alumni/ homecoming. 

The Homecoming Carnival, adjacent 

to the tent, is open from 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

This family-friendly activity area features 

games and amusements and always at¬ 

tracts a huge crowd; kids can enjoy face 

painting, balloon making, magic, games, 

Little Lions have their own activities at 
Homecoming — balloons always are a hit. 

Everyone flocks to the gourmet picnic under the Big Tent to eat, meet and mingle. 

prizes and interactive activities. Parents 

are welcome too! 

At 1:30 p.m. head over to Robert K. Kraft 

Field to support the Lions, now in their 

third season under coach Norries Wilson, as 

they battle the Tigers. Homecoming football 

game tickets, which must be purchased 

separately from picnic tickets, are $25 for 

premium chairback seats and $15 for re¬ 

served bench seats. To purchase football 

tickets, visit www.gocolumbialions.com/ 

tickets or call 888-LIONS-ll. 

Columbia Athletics will again provide 

complimentary round-trip bus transpor¬ 

tation from campus to Baker Athletics 

Complex, beginning at 11 a.m. and re¬ 

turning immediately following the game 

(go to www.gocolumbialions.com prior 

to the game for pickup and departure 

locations). Or, take the MTA subway 1 

train to 215th Street (not handicapped- 

accessible), walk two blocks north and 

cross Broadway at West 218th Street; 

take the A train to 207th Street and walk 

north to West 218th Street; or take MTA 

buses Ml 00, Bx20 or Bx7 to near West 

217th Street and Broadway. Another 

The Columbia Lions will take on the Prince¬ 
ton Tigers in their third game of the season. 

option is Metro-North Railroad to the 

Marble Hill Station, which is located on 

the north shore of Spuyten Duyvil, just 

across the Broadway Bridge from the 

Baker Athletics Complex. Be sure to visit 

www.mta.info prior to the game to check 

for service advisories. 

For more information about Baker 

Athletics Complex 2008 football game day 

policies and procedures, including the pre¬ 

game picnic area, public parking options, 

fans code of conduct and more, visit www. 

gocolumbialions.com / footballgameday. 
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Quigley To Receive 2008 Hamilton Medal 

Dean Austin Quigley 

will be honored for his 

distinguished service 

and accomplishments on 

Thursday November 13, when 

the Columbia College Alumni 

Association presents him with 

the 2008 Alexander Hamilton 

Medal at the American Muse¬ 

um of Natural History in New 

York City. This year's Hamil¬ 

ton dinner will be larger than any other, 

necessitating a move from its traditional 

venue. Low Rotunda, to the museum. 

In May, Quigley announced his deci¬ 

sion to step down in July 2009 after 14 

years as Dean of the College, longer than 

all but one of those who preceded him — 

Herbert E. Hawkes served as dean from 

1918-1943. Quigley will continue to teach 

and do research as the Brander Matthews 

Professor of Dramatic Literature and also 

will serve as special adviser to the presi¬ 

dent for undergraduate education after 

stepping down from the deanship. 

"Fourteen years is a remarkable tenure 

in any academic leadership role, and Aus¬ 

tin has presided during an era of extraor¬ 

dinary transformation at the College," said 

President Lee C. Bollinger. 

Quigley has spearheaded remarkable 

progress at the College, as reflected in 

admissions statistics, facilities renewal, 

fundraising levels, faculty investments, 

curricular innovations, student achieve¬ 

ments, financial-aid upgrades, student 

services enhancements, alumni program 

initiatives and more. There has been a vast 

upgrading and expansion of student ser¬ 

vices and a concurrent growth in alumni 

relations and development, as reflected 

by increased attendance at events, greater 

than three-fold growth in College Fund 

and Parent Fund giving, and development 

of a Senior Fund that this year set a record 

with 85 percent participation. There also 

have been significant investments in fac¬ 

ulty enhancement and expansion as well 

as in curricular innovation, including the 

addition of "Frontiers of Science" to the 

Core Curriculum. During Quigley7s ten¬ 

ure, there has been the largest upgrade in 

College financial aid in history. 

"The fundamental responsibility of any 

dean of the College is to leave the institu¬ 

tion in better shape than one found it, and 

I have sought every year to pursue that 

goal," observed Quigley. 

Bom in Northumbria, near the English 

Dean Austin Quigley 
PHOTO: ALAN S. ORLING 

border with Scotland, Quigley 

earned his bachelor's in Eng¬ 

lish literature from Notting¬ 

ham University, his master's 

in linguistics at Birmingham 

University and his Ph.D. in 

English and comparative lit¬ 

erature and literary theory at 

UC Santa Cruz. Before coming 

to Columbia in 1990, Quigley 

taught at the University of 

Massachusetts and the University of 

Virginia, where he chaired the English 

department. He also has taught at the 

University of Geneva, the University of 

Konstanz and the University of Notting¬ 

ham. At Columbia, Quigley established 

the undergraduate major in drama and 

theatre arts, revived the doctoral program 

in theatre and helped reinvigorate the 

M.F. A. program in theatre at the School 

of the Arts. He served for three years as 

chair of the Lionel Trilling Seminar series 

and has continued to teach and write dur¬ 

ing his term as dean. 

For more information on the dinner, 

contact Jennifer Shaw, associate direc¬ 

tor, special events, in the Alumni Office: 

212-870-2743 or js3417@columbia.edu. 

dd A Little Routine 

To Your Routine. 

PLAY. DINE. MEET. LEARN. DO. 

SPEND SOME TIME ON YOURSELF AT THE 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY CLUB OF NEW YORK. 

See how the club could fit into your life. 

For more information or to apply, 
visit www.columbiaclub.org 

or call (212) 719-0380. 

The Columbia University Club of New York 

15 West 43 St. New York, NY 10036 

Columbia’s SociallntellectualCultural 

RecreationalProfessional Resource in Midtown. 
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Mercer and Polvani To Receive Great Teachers Award Christia Mercer, the Gustave M. 

Berne Professor in the Core 

Curriculum from the Depart¬ 

ment of Philosophy, and Lorenzo 

M. Polvani, professor of applied 

mathematics and of earth and envi¬ 

ronmental sciences, will receive the 

2008 Great Teachers Award at the an¬ 

nual Society of Columbia Graduates 

Awards Dinner on Thursday, October 

23, in Low Rotunda. 

The Society of Columbia Graduates 

established the Great Teachers Award 

in 1949 to honor outstanding teach¬ 

ers on the faculty of the College and 

SEAS. The criteria for the award are 

the ability to stimulate, challenge and 

inspire students and to make effective 

oral presentations; a demonstrated 

interest in students and the ability to 

relate positively to students outside the 

classroom; and a recognized standing 

in academic discipline. 

Mercer received her B.A. from 

Brooklyn College in 1974 and her 

M.A. and Ph.D. from Princeton in 

1984 and 1989. She came to Columbia 

in 1991 after teaching at Notre Dame 

and UC Irvine. A full professor in the 

Department of Philosophy, Mercer is 

the general editor of a new series of 

books with Oxford University Press, 

Oxford Historical Concepts, whose goal 

is to increase understanding of key 

concepts in the history of philosophy. 

Each volume will explicate the main 

steps in the transformations of the 

idea from its ancient sources to its 

modern conception, with special at¬ 

tention to historical context. 

In addition to being a nationally 

recognized scholar, Mercer is an out¬ 

standing undergraduate teacher who 

typically receives rave reviews from 

her students and has won many prizes 

and awards for her teaching. She has 

authored numerous books, papers and 

articles. 

Polvani received his Ph.D. in physi¬ 

cal oceanography in 1988 from MIT, 

where he was an instructor in the 

mathematics department for two years 

before joining Columbia. He was pro¬ 

moted in 1996 to associate professor 

with tenure in the Department of Ap¬ 

plied Physics and Applied Mathemat¬ 

ics and became a full professor in 2000. 

Polvani works in geophysical fluid 

dynamics, an interdisciplinary subject 

encompassing applied mathematics, 

meteorology, oceanography, climate 

and planetary science. His innovative 

multi-disciplinary work earned him 

a prestigious five-year NSF Young In¬ 

vestigator Award in 1994 to study the 

dynamics of the earth's atmosphere 

and oceans. Polvani's current research 

interests are focused on the circulation 

of the stratosphere and the climate 

impacts of the expected closing of the 

ozone hole in the second half of the 

century. 

In addition to the presentation of 

the Great Teachers Award, the guest 

speaker at the dinner will be Henry 

Graff, professor emeritus in the history 

department. Graff will address the au¬ 

dience on the subject of the Presiden¬ 

tial election. 

For further information on this 

event, contact Alexandra Baranetsky, 

seasnnj@aol.com; Tullio “Ted" Borri, 

tjb63@columbia.edu; or Arthur Graham, 

ArthurSCBA@aol.com; or visit the soci¬ 

ety's Web site: www.socg.com. 

Make a BIG splash in 
your IT career. 

LOG-NET, a top ranked software company, is a leader in the supply 
chain IT industry. LOG-NET provides you with the rare combination 
of accelerated growth opportunities and the flexibility to get on a 
challenging career path. LOG-NET is looking for students who want 
to be on the fast-track for success and want to make a splash in 
their IT career. 

LOG-NET will be on campus: 

On-Campus Interview - October 28th 

www.LOG-NET.com | jobs@LOG-NET.com 
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5MIBQ3IBis the best way for Columbia 

fans to show their loyalty and support 

for the Lions. gets you 

season tickets for Columbia Football, Men 

and Women's Basketball in one simple 

transaction, with many benefits. 

"As a former student-athlete at Columbia, I know how important it is to 
* support our current group of Lions. TRUE BLUE is my way of saying, 'I'm 

with you'." 

"TRUE BLUE allowed me to do my entire year's worth of tickets in 
one simple transaction. And, when tickets became available for 

the men's basketball game at Villanova, I took advantage of my 
TRUE BLUE subscription and secured the tickets I wanted." 

Henry Black, M.D., '63CC 

Richard Gordon '83CC 

gocolumhialions. com 

re you 

feet your 2008-09 
Columbia tickets today! 

‘jUumnmT subscribers receive: 

• Premium chairback seating locations at Columbia Football and 

Basketball games 

Note: If you are a donor who receives football season tickets in 

exchange for your annual fund gift to Columbia Football- you can 

upgrade to TRUE BLUE status at a reduced rate. Call our ticket office at 

888-Lions-11 for more information. 

• Official TRUE BLUE lapel pin 

• Complimentary media guides for Football, Volleyball, Men and 
Women's Basketball 

• 20% discount on all purchases at The Lion Store, both on-line 
and in person at select athletics contests 

• First priority on special events, including NCAA Tournament 
tickets, away game tickets and road trips to follow your teams 

• Invitations to exclusive events with Columbia Lion Coaches 
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Class of 2012 Starts Its Columbia Journey Late August marked the start of 

another academic year and the first 

time that the entering members 

of the Class of 2012 were on campus as 

official members of the Columbia fam¬ 

ily. While the other 3,000 or so College 

students soon would settle in, the first- 

years and their families were welcomed 

to campus on August 25 for New Student 

Orientation, which includes workshops, a 

campus resource fair and Convocation, the 

official ceremony that welcomes the new 

class and their families to Columbia. Presi¬ 

dent Lee C. Bollinger, Dean of the College 

Austin Quigley and SEAS Interim Dean 

Gerald Navratil presided over the uplift¬ 

ing campus ceremony, now in its fifth year. 

The College and SEAS first-years are 

among the best and brightest in the world. 

Of 19,117 College applicants — the highest 

number the College ever has received — 

1,659 were admitted, an admit rate of 8.68 

percent, the lowest ever for the College. 

Early decision admits, of which there were 

454, accounted for 43 percent of the first- 

year class. The number of students in the 

incoming students and their parents start 
the move-in process at Orientation 2007. 

PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 

College Class of 2012 is 1,024. 

SEAS admitted 609 students out of 

3,465 applicants, an admit rate of 17.6 

percent. Forty-two percent were admitted 

through early decision. The number of 

students in the SEAS Class of 2012 is 317. 

Of schools that provided a class rank, 

93 percent of accepted students were in 

the top 10 percent of their class, and 98 

percent were in the top 20 percent of their 

class. The middle 50 percent of admit¬ 

ted students scored between a 1400 and 

a 1540 on the Mathematics and Critical 

Reading sections of the SAT (out of a 

maximum of 1600); the middle 50 percent 

of admitted students scored between 

a 2090 and a 2300 on the Math, Critical 

Reading and Writing sections of the SAT 

(out of a maximum of 2400); and the 

middle 50 percent of admitted students 

scored between a 31 and a 35 on the ACT. 

Columbia strives to ensure diversity 

among the student population so class 

members will make friends with and learn 

with peers from all over the world as well 

as their home state. Top states represented 

in the Class of 2012 are New York, New 

Jersey, California, Texas, Connecticut, 

Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Florida and 

Ohio. Top non-U.S. countries represented 

are Canada, South Korea, China, Singa¬ 

pore, India, Turkey, Germany, Mexico and 

the United Kingdom, with 42 countries 

represented overall. The percentage of for¬ 

eign/ international students and students 

schooled outside the United States is 17. 

The Class of 2012 is 52 percent male 

and 48 percent female, with more than 

50 percent of students receiving finan¬ 

cial aid from the University. 

REMEMBER 
the place that roused new ideas inside you? 

share the transformation 

Columbia has always been a place that inspires new ideas, opens minds, 

CHANGES LIVES. MAKE THIS YOUR LEGACY TO FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

When you make a bequest to Columbia, you advance a tradition of 

academic excellence for the world’s top students and faculty. You can also 

receive important tax benefits. The Gift Planning Office will work with 

you to determine the type of support that best meets your financial needs 

and philanthropic goals. 

Invest in the great minds of tomorrow. Include Columbia in your estate plan. 

Office of Gift Planning Columbia University 

475 Riverside Drive, MC7718 New York, NY 10115 

Phone: (800) 338-3294 gift.planning@columbia.edu 
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Columbia Business School 
Hickey Freeman Franchise 

JfJ |HICKEY FREEMAN 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY: EFreeston09@gsb.columbia.edu or GMahtaney09@gsb.columbia.edu 

40% OFF RETAIL PRICES 
Off-the-rack Suits (Reg. $1195).$795 

Custom Suits (Reg. $1595).$895-$1150 

Custom Shirts (Reg. $225).$195 

Columbia College 
TODAY& 

Advertise your business in CCT — an opportunity to 
profit and reconnect with Columbians. 

■ Bimonthly publication 

1 Special Columbia family rate 

■ Frequency discount rate 

■ Thought-provoking articles 

■ Vibrant Class Notes section 

■ Circulation of more than 52,000 

Columbia College Today 

Reaching alumni, students, parents, faculty 

and staff for more than 50 years. 
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College Fund 
Enjoys Record Year 

Thanks to the generosity of College 

alumni, parents, students and 

friends, the Columbia College 

Fund raised $13.1 million in the 2007-08 

academic year, compared with $11.8 mil¬ 

lion in the previous year. This upward 

trend in financial support for the College 

is paired with a continuing increase in 

the number of alumni donors. 

The Class of 2008 set a record, with 

85 percent of its members participating 

in the senior class gift, compared with 52 

percent in 2002. The Parents Fund, under 

the leadership of its director, Susan Rau- 

tenberg, and chairs Robert and Ekaterini 

Shaw P'09, P'11, also exceeded its goal 

this year, raising $1.4 million. 

The development staff, led by Execu¬ 

tive Director of the College Fund Susan 

L. Birnbaum, worked with Fund Chair 

Mark L. Amsterdam '66, Fund Develop¬ 

ment Chair Geoffrey J. Colvin '74 and 

Class Agent Chair Ira B. Malin '75 and 

all of the volunteer members of their 

committees to achieve this result. The 

Alumni Association, the Board of Visi¬ 

tors, the Class Agents and the dedicated 

staff of the Alumni Office, under the 

leadership of Dean of Alumni Affairs 

and Development Derek Wittner '65 

and Chief Administrative Officer Susan 

Mescher, also were instrumental in the 

fund's success. 

Unrestricted annual giving is a vital 

ingredient in Columbia's success, pro¬ 

viding current and immediately usable 

funds for the College's many opera¬ 

tions. The largest such application of 

unrestricted annual giving is financial 

aid, preserving need-blind admissions 

and full-need financial aid. Annual giv¬ 

ing also bolsters the student services 

and activities that enhance the quality 

of undergraduate life, and fortifies and 

enriches the Core Curriculum. 

Gifts to the Columbia College Fund 

count toward the $4 billion goal of the 

Columbia Campaign, which launched in 

2005. As of August 11, more than $2.85 

billion had been raised in the campaign. 

CORRECTION: In July / August, the Alum¬ 
ni Reunion Weekend 2008 insert Dean's Pins 
list for the Class of 1993 incorrectly listed 
Aileen Torres Martin's maiden name. Also, 
on page 51, the photo and 1982 Class Notes 
incorrectly referenced Thomson Reuters. 
CCT apologizes for the errors. 
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Robert Y. Shapiro is a profes¬ 

sor of political science (and 

former chair and director of 

undergraduate studies of the 

department) and the acting 

director of ISERP, the institute 

for Social and Economic Re¬ 

search and Policy. He received 

his B.S. from MIT and his Ph.D. 

from the university of Chicago. 

Shapiro, who has taught at the 

University since 1982, special¬ 

izes in American politics with 

research and teaching inter¬ 

ests in public opinion, policy¬ 

making, political leadership, 

the mass media and applica¬ 

tions of statistical methods. He 

is a member of the Board of 

Directors of the Roper Center 

for Public Opinion Research 

and recently was presi¬ 

dent of the New York 

Chapter of the Ameri¬ 

can Association for Pub¬ 

lic Opinion Research. 

Where did you grow up? 

Montclair, N.J. 

What was your favorite game? 

A baseball board game. 

What would you have liked 

to have been, if you weren't 

doing what you're doing now? 

Shortstop for the New York 

Yankees. That's easy. 

How did you get interested 

in political science? 

Probably when I was in high 

school, taking courses on 

American history. I also was in¬ 

terested in mathematics. When 

I went to MU, I went with the 

idea of double-majoring in 

political science and math, and 

decided at the end that it was 

more fun to focus my work in 

a department where there were 

10 majors rather than 150. But I 

took a lot of math and wound 

up with a bachelor's in political 

science and a teaching certifi¬ 

cate in high school mathemat¬ 

ics and social studies. 

Which classes are you 

teaching this fall? 

As acting director of ISERP, 

my teaching load this year is 

a two-semester sequence. The 

first semester is W4910, "Prin¬ 

ciples of Quantitative Political 

Research," which is a basic 

course in statistics and data 

analysis. The second semester 

publicans are more consistently 

conservative. So politics has 

gotten increasingly ideological¬ 

ly charged... The big question 

is, will all this moderate should 

Obama or McCain be elected? 

Who do you think will win 

in the upcoming election? 

At this point [interview was 

conducted in late June], if 

I had to bet — and I'm not 

ready to bet — it's Obama. 

Who are you voting for? 

I'm a registered Democrat. 

Are you involved in election 

analysis again this year? 

For the last couple of years 

I've done far-behind-the- 

scenes exit poll analysis for 

Five Minutes with ... Robert Y. Shapiro 

course is "Analysis of Political 

Data," but the only thing po¬ 

litical about it is whatever data 

sets the students themselves 

bring in. It7 s basically a course 

in applied econometrics. 

What's the most interesting 

thing you're working on? 

Ttying to study — in recent his¬ 

tory and in real time—what7 s 

turned out to be increasing 

ideological polarization in 

politics. That is, it's increasingly 

been the case that Democrats 

in the United States, at the level 

of political leaders and increas¬ 

ingly at the level of ordinary 

citizens, are more consistently 

liberal than they had been com¬ 

pared to the 1970s. And Re- 

ABC News. Not projections, 

just looking at why people 

voted the way they did. I'll be 

doing it on Election Night. 

What do you like most about 

political science? 

What I like the most is its con¬ 

nection to real-world politics. 

What I like the least is when 

political science deviates from 

real politics and gets too tied 

up in abstract things, the rele¬ 

vance of which seems unclear. 

Are you married? Do you 

have kids? 

I am married. No children. 

Where do you live? 

I live in Battery Park City, 

with all the windows from 

my apartment basically facing 

the World Trade Center site. I 

moved there three years ago. 

Earlier on, the area was grim, 

when the site was empty 

and all you had were klieg 

lights — now it's a little more 

exciting, because everybody's 

waiting with anticipation to 

see what goes up. 

What's something your 

students would never guess 

about you? 

I spend a lot of time listening 

to old-time rock 'n' roll music 

on a radio. 

If you could go anywhere in 

the world right now, where 

would it be? 

I'd be interested in seeing the 

new rising middle/ 

upper-class and 

middle-class areas in 

China and India. 

What's your favorite food? 

(Long pause.) Pizza. Which I 

rarely eat. 

Interview: Rose Kernochan 

'82 Barnard 

Have You Moved? 
To ensure that you receive 

CCT and other College 
information, let us know if 
you have a new postal or 

e-mail address, new phone 
number or even a new name. 

Send an e-mail to 
cct@columbia.edu or 

call CCT at 212-870-2752. 

Smart is Sexy! 
Date Smart, Party Smart 

JOIN THE INTRODUCTION NETWORK 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR GRADUATES, FACULTY 

AND STUDENTS OF THE IVY LEAGUE, MIT, 
STANFORD, AND A FEW OTHERS 

800-988-5288 
WWW.RIGHTSTUFFDATING.COM 
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'•| STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

Leeza Mangaldas ’ll Promotes Interfaith Dialogue 
By Nathalie Alonso '08 

istening to Leeza Man¬ 
galdas '11 recount 
her experiences as a 
College student, it is 

easy to forget that she is just 
beginning her second year. 

Mangaldas spent her second 
semester planning a series of 
workshops she called "Living 
Peace," which featured repre¬ 
sentatives of different religious 
traditions, including Buddhism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam 
and Judaism, who spoke and 
demonstrated ways to achieve 
inner peace. Throughout the 
eight interactive sessions, par¬ 
ticipants had the opportunity to 
practice various strategies for 
finding a peaceful state, such as 
meditation and chanting. 

Poised and disciplined, Man¬ 
galdas developed the concept 
for Living Peace while helping 
Nicholas Vreeland, director of 
the Tibet Center in Brooklyn 
and a family friend, plan events 
for the organization. The Living 
Peace workshops were held in 
John Jay Lounge and the Tibet 
Center throughout June. 

"I wanted to have a topic 
that was non-controversial. 
This is a topic that involves 
compassion and understand¬ 
ing," says Mangaldas. "Every 
religion has a take on peace 
and ways of achieving it. I 
thought it would be great to 
explore this." 

Mangaldas, a Global Scholar 
from Goa, India, shared her 
idea with Lavinia Lorch, senior 
assistant dean of student affairs 
and director of the Undergradu¬ 
ate Scholars Program, who 
was impressed with Mangaldas 
from their first encounter. 

"Leeza trusts her instinct 
and her instinct, as far as I can 
tell, is always dead on. She 
inspired from the beginning a 
sense of security. What I saw 
was what I was getting," says 
Lorch, who put Mangaldas 
in touch with the Center for 
Technology Innovation and 
Community Engagement 
(CTICE) at SEAS, where Mangal¬ 

das planned Living Peace and 
worked during the summer. 

While carrying a full course 
load, including her second se¬ 
mester of Lit Hum, Mangaldas 
diligently participated in every 
aspect of the project, from 
contacting potential speakers 
to designing the artwork for 
the brochure. The events were 
well-attended by members 

of the Morningside Heights 
community, averaging about 50 
participants per workshop. 

"Leeza managed the project 
like a professional... the 
project has been a major suc¬ 
cess in terms of community 
participation, receptivity and 
community building," notes 
Jack McGourty, associate dean 
of SEAS and executive director 
of CTICE. 

With Mangaldas' help, CTICE 
has plans to host Living Peace 
events throughout the current 
academic year leading up to 
another series of workshops 
next June. 

"We will do this every year. 

This will be Leeza's legacy," 
says McGourty. 

Though she is very interest¬ 
ed in the ways in which religion 
influences society and politics, 
Mangaldas does not consider 
herself a devout person. 

"I suppose that my family is, 
at some level, Hindu. My up¬ 
bringing was very secular. No 
one was against religion, but 

they didn't impose anything 
upon us," explains Mangaldas, 
who has an older brother and a 
younger half-sister. 

Articulate and curious, 
Mangaldas has nurtured her 
growing fascination with reli¬ 
gion through her coursework. 
After reading The Stillborn 
God: Religion, Politics, and the 
Modern West by humanities 
and religion professor Mark 
Lilia at the advice of a friend, 
she took his 4000-level course 
on conversion narratives dur¬ 
ing the spring semester and is 
considering a major in religion. 

Through the University's 
Tutoring and Translating Agency, 

Mangaldas tutors high school 
students in math, English, sci¬ 
ence and Spanish, which she 
has studied for five years. In her 
spare time, she enjoys explor¬ 
ing New York City's rich visual 
arts culture, from the Metropoli¬ 
tan Museum of Art to the gal¬ 
leries in Chelsea. Her interest 
in visual arts is no surprise; her 
father is an architect and her 
mother runs a design studio. 

"I've never been under any 
pressure to do what they're 
doing, but having two artisti¬ 
cally inclined parents rubs 
off on you," says Mangaldas, 
who paints portraits and is 
considering a concentration in 
visual arts. 

Mangaldas says attend¬ 
ing a boarding high school in 
India made it easier to move 
thousands of miles away from 
her family and her homeland to 
attend college in New York City. 

"Once you leave home and 
you're living eight months of 
the year in another place, you 
grow up a little bit," notes 
Mangaldas, who holds an 
International Baccalaureate 
Diploma. 

Though she had never 
visited the united States, 
Mangaldas chose the College 
precisely for the opportunity to 
live in Big Apple. 

She recalls, "I wanted so 
much to live in Manhattan. I 
thought if l could get into the 
best school in Manhattan, that 
would be a dream come true." 

With three undergraduate 
years ahead of her, Mangaldas 
is undecided about what aca¬ 
demic trajectory she will pursue. 
And that is just fine with her. 

"Right now, I'm just enjoy¬ 
ing the freedom l have as a 
student. Exploring is such a 
pleasure for me," she says. 

Nathalie Alonso '08, from 
Sunnyside, Queens, majored 
in American studies. She has 
seen every episode of l Love 
Lucy and is an avid New York 
Yankees fan. 
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ALUMNI IN THE NEWS 

Marcus Brauchli '83 
PHOTO: KATHERINE FREY/ 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

m MARCUS BRAUCHLI '83 has 
been named executive editor of 
The Washington Post, succeeding 
Leonard Downie Jr. at the helm 
of the newspaper that Brauchli 
calls "a beacon of what is right in 
American journalism." Brauchli 
resigned as managing editor of 
the Wall Street Journal in April, 
four months after the Journal’s 
parent company, Dow Jones & 
Co., was acquired by News Corp. 
He described his new position as 
"a great honor and possibly the 
most challenging thing I have 
ever done." 

One of Brauchli's mandates 
is to merge the Post's online and 
print staffs, which operate in dif¬ 
ferent buildings and in culturally 
distinct environments. "Marcus 
has the ability to think strategi¬ 
cally about our newsroom, about 
how to realign our resources in a 
way that is consistent with what 
readers want and expect and 

maintain the Post's first-rate jour¬ 
nalism," said publisher Katharine 
Weymouth. 

■ MAGGIE GYLLENHAAL '99 
is the female lead in The Dark 
Knight, playing Rachel Dawes, 
Batman's girlfriend. The summer 
blockbuster has grossed more 
than $450 million and ranks as 
the second-highest grossing film 
of all time, behind only Titanic. A 
cover story in the August issue of 
Marie Claire described Gyllenhaal 
as "once the queen of quirky indie 
movies" such as Secretary and 
Sherrybaby who now "finds herself 
squarely in Hollywood blockbust¬ 
er territory." Meanwhile, another 
high-profile film featuring an 
alumna did not fare as well over 
the summer. AMANDA PEET '94 
plays agent Dakota Whitney 
in The X-Files: I Want to Believe, 
which opened to mixed reviews 
and failed to attract an audience 
beyond hard-core fans of the old 
TV series. 

8 BEN JEALOUS '94 begins 
this month as president of the 
NAACP, at 35 the youngest 
person ever to head the 99-year- 
old civil rights organization. 
Jealous, who was a Rhodes 
Scholar at Oxford, was selected 
by the NAACP's 64-member 
board in May following a year¬ 
long search. He was managing 
editor of the Jackson Advocate, 
a black newspaper in Missis¬ 
sippi; executive director of the 
National Newspaper Publishers 

Mini-Core Courses Have you ever wanted to revisit the Core Curriculum? 
The Alumni Office, in cooperation with Academic Affairs 
and the Core Curriculum Office, is launching the next 

series of mini-core Curriculum courses. The first semester will 
include sections of Contemporary Civilization, Literature Hu¬ 
manities and Frontiers of Science, which will meet three times 
on a biweekly basis, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. There will be a fee of 
approximately $250 per section, and attendance will be capped 

at 30 per section. 
"Frontiers of Science: Other worlds — The Frontier of Extra¬ 

solar Planets" will be taught by Professor of Astronomy David 
Helfand on Tuesdays beginning October 14; "is Democracy Really 
'the Best Form of Government?'" will be taught by Core lecturer 
David Eisenbach '94, '06 GSAS, on Wednesdays beginning Septem¬ 
ber 24; and "Core Moments at the Crossroads of Literature, Phi¬ 
losophy and Art" will be taught by Gustave M. Berne Professor 
in the Core Curriculum Christia Mercer from the Department of 
Philosophy on Thursdays beginning September 25. 

For further information on these mini-Core courses, please 
contact Jennifer Shaw in the Alumni Office: 212-870-2743 or 
js3417@columbia.edu. 

Association, which encompasses 
about 200 black newspapers; 
and president of the Rosenberg 
Foundation in San Francisco, 
which advocates for immigrants 
and working-class families. "Ben 
Jealous has spent his professional 
life working for and raising 
money for the very social justice 
concerns for which the NAACP 
advocates," NAACP Chairman 
Julian Bond said in a statement. 

■ PHILIP ADKINS '80 is the 
owner of Parkmore Ed, a horse 
on the British Equestrian team. 
They won a bronze medal in the 
Eventing Team competition at the 
Summer Olympics in August. 

■ BILL CAMPBELL '62, chair of 
the Board of Trustees and former 
Columbia football coach, was 
spotlighted in the July 21 issue of 
Fortune in an article titled "The 
Secret Coach." He was described 
as "a guru to Apple and Google," 
"the most confidential advisor 
in Silicon Valley" and a "cosmic 
mash-up of Oprah, Yoda and 
Joe Paterno" who is "consigliere 
to the likes of Google's Eric 
Schmidt, Apple's Steve Jobs, 
Kleiner Perkins' John Doerr and 
many other Silicon Valley titans." 

"People flock to Campbell, 
whom everyone calls Coach, for 
advice," wrote Jennifer Reingold. 
"He deploys a unique blend of 
tough love, sweat equity, and a 
thick playbook culled from de¬ 
cades of hands-on experience both 
in the Valley and on the gridiron. 
His goal is to create companies 
that will be around for the ages, 
organizations in which all are 
freed to do their best work." 

Reingold listed Campbell's five 
rules for success: 

• think big with talent, 
• be honest and accountable, 
• skip the chief operating officer, 
• invest in the future and 
• empower the engineer. 

WILLIAMS 
WINS MEDAL 
As CCT went to press, the 
United States team that 
included James Williams '07 
won a silver medal in men's 
team sabre fencing at the 
Beijing Olympics. The Americans 
beat Hungary and Russia by 
45-44 counts before bowing to 
France 44-37 in the gold medal 
competition on August 17. CCT 
plans extended coverage in an 
upcoming issue. 

Discover the stories 
behind one of New York's 
finest institutions with 
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Nearing 90, Columbia’s 
Signature Core Curriculum 

Continues to Evolve 

True 
to the 

CjOre 
By Shira J. Boss-Bicak '93, '97J, '98 SIPA 

Professor of Biological Sciences Darcy Kelley, one of the driving forces behind Frontiers 
of Science, delivers one of the lectures in the newest component of the Core Curriculum. 

PHOTO: COLUMBIA COLLEGE 
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Top, students from an Art Humanities class tour the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Bottom, a singer from 
the New York City Opera performs before a Music 
Humanities class. 

PHOTO (MUSIC): DANIELLA ZALCMAN '09 
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ext year will be the 90th anniversary of the College's treasured Core 

Curriculum. Arguably the most ambitious and successful general 

education program of any school in the country, 

the Core remains the cornerstone of the under¬ 

graduate academic experience at Columbia. 

It is a program that is both extensive and expensive, and as such, 

is dependent on the availability of resources. Spurred by a renewed 
L J The Core Curriculum remains 

the foundation of a College 

emphasis by the University on undergraduate education that began education- 

in the 1990s, and fruitful fundraising efforts specific to supporting the teaching of the 

Core, the curriculum is flourishing. 

Under the leadership of Austin Quigley, dean of the Col¬ 

lege since 1995, recent changes include the opening of a 

practical and inspirational Center for the Core Curriculum 

in the heart of the renovated Hamilton Hall, annual Core 
Roosevelt Montas '95, the new associate 

dean for the core curriculum, plans to intro- lectures by distinguished visiting scholars, significant in¬ 
duce events that will address Core themes in J a o ' O 
a contemporary context. 

photo: eileen barroso_ centives and recognition for faculty involved in the Core, 

an increased budget for student outings relevant to material studied in the Core and 

ongoing refinements to the requirements and courses of the curriculum itself, including 

a new Core course in science introduced in 2003. 

"We're not changing the way the Core runs, but try¬ 

ing to upgrade the resources the Core Curriculum has 

to enable it to function better," explains Quigley, who 

has spearheaded the revitalization of the Core. "The 

new resources also are designed to recognize the extra 

responsibilities that every Core teacher takes on." 
Bringing live performers into Music Humanities classes 
has proven popular with students. 

photo: DANIELLA ZALCMAN '09 
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Teaching the Core The Core Curriculum is unique not only in its breadth 

and depth, but in that it comprises a huge number of 

courses not housed in an independent department. Fac¬ 

ulty come from many departments of the University; 

they incorporate teaching of Core courses into their schedules of 

departmental classes on the undergraduate and graduate levels. 

Many faculty thrive on the experience of teaching in the Core. 

"While each faculty member belongs to a given department with¬ 

in the Arts and Sciences, I think it's important to undertand the 

shared, cross-departmental purpose of the Core, and so to take a 

broader view than that just of your own subject area," says Gareth 

Williams, chair of the classics department and chair of Literature 

Humanities. "The Core is intellectually ambitious, wide-ranging 

and stimulating, and also very functional; it gives students a great 

preparation for life. The 

caliber of student that 

Columbia College tends 

to admit nowadays is 

extraordinarily high, 

with the result that the 

Core academic experi¬ 

ence is more enjoyable 

both for the student and 

for the faculty; hence 

teaching in the Core be¬ 

comes more attractive, 

and greater faculty in¬ 

volvement in turn gen¬ 

erates its own positive 

impetus." 

From the faculty's per¬ 

spective, teaching the 

Core Curriculum can be 

a challenging pedagog¬ 

ic experience. Not only 

are the Core courses — 

especially Contempo¬ 

rary Civilization and 

Literature Humanities 

— intensive and time- 

consuming, but no faculty member's expertise extends to the 

range of material covered, meaning he or she first needs to 

become familiar with many of the works themselves. With 

myriad departmental responsibilities already pulling at them, 

faculty can find that undertaking daunting. 

"A faculty member's career these days pressures them to be¬ 

come more and more of a specialist and to go deeper into their 

area of expertise," Quigley says. "The Core asks faculty to step 

beyond their area of expertise and participate in thinking outside 

of the box. But they have to do it first to feel the benefit, and to 

learn that it also benefits the ways in which they think within 

their discipline." 

Cathy Popkin, chair of the Department of Slavic Languages 

and past chair of Literature Humanities, says that until recently, 

when Dostoevky's Crime and Punishment was added, there hadn't 

been anything Russian on the Lit Hum syllabus for many years. 

"I like that, because the teaching is not predicated on the expertise 

you bring in but on what goes on in the classroom," she says. 

"Virtually everyone says their own work is enriched by the ex¬ 

perience, because you're exposed to and learn things you might 

not have otherwise," Popkin says. "When I was trying to turn my 

dissertation into a book, I wouldn't have picked up Montaigne. But 

when I did, it gave me an entirely new perspective on Chekhov." 

Faculty Incentives To recruit more faculty to the Core, and recognize and 

thank those who already are involved, incentive pro¬ 

grams have been established, largely with funding 

from alumni donations. 

"The idea is to reward the loyalty of those who've taught in the 

Core for a while, and attract the loyalty of those who haven't done 

it yet," Quigley says. "For many of them, it will be such a produc¬ 

tive experience that they will stay in the Core and keep teaching 

it. Our alumni have been 

very supportive of the 

program." 

One innovation has 

been the creation of en¬ 

dowed Core Curriculum 

chaired professorships, 

which are awarded by 

a faculty committee and 

held for five years. "The 

Core Curriculum is a very 

strong tie that the alumni 

have to the College and 

to the undergraduates 

now," says Bob Beme '60, 

one of the first alumni to 

endow a Core chair. "It7 s 

a common thread for all 

of us, regardless of our 

backgrounds/'Donations 

totaling $16.5 million 

from alumni, parents and 

friends have endowed 13 

Core Curriculum chairs 

during Quigley's 14-year 

tenure as dean. 

"The Core chairs are a wonderful innovation, because they ac¬ 

knowledge what you've had to put into it to be deeply involved 

in the Core," says Popkin, who occupies one of these chairs as 

the Jesse and George Siegel Professor in the Humanities. "When 

I got the notification, I felt so appreciated and recognized. It is 

an honor and is read as a mark of a certain stature." This can be 

useful: "I think it makes a difference when you write letters of 

recommendation for students," she says. 

Not only do the chairs provide a morale and career boost, but 

Quigley notes that they "increase the readiness of experienced 

faculty to mentor other faculty," thereby helping to pass on ex¬ 

pertise from one generation to another. That tradition of faculty 

collaboration has long been essential to the success of the Core as 

a whole. 

Tenured faculty also can receive a research stipend for the 

summer after teaching four semesters in the Core. Junior faculty 

who teach CC or Lit Hum for three years are awarded a semester 

of paid leave in the form of a Chamberlain fellowship — not a 

new program, but one that is funded through gifts to the Core. 

Violin Family Professor in the Core Curriculum and Department of Classics Chair Gareth 
williams says the high caliber of students attracted to the College makes teaching in 
the Core that much more exciting and rewarding for faculty. 

PHOTO: ALAN S. ORLING 
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Graduate students teaching CC or Lit Hum receive two $3,000 

summer research fellowships, designed to allow them to devote 

their summers toward making significant progress toward com¬ 

pleting their dissertations. 

"One thing that makes me crazy is the assumption that grad 

students are not as strong as regular faculty when it comes to 

teaching the Core," Popkin says. "It's very competitive to land 

these positions; these 

graduate students are the 

best in their departments, 

they get a lot of training 

and they typically teach 

one course, not two or 

three. By and large, they 

don't have families and 

advisees and don't sit on 

100 committees. Most are 

extraordinary." 

Post-doctoral students 

have been incorporated into 

the Core faculty as well, 

under a new program that 

hires post-docs specifically 

to teach in the Core for two 

years while they conduct 

their research. 

"All of that serves to 

maintain an intergenera- 

tional, enthusiastic and 

committed Core faculty 

whose home is in the de¬ 

partments, but whose intellectual life reaches beyond depart¬ 

mental boundaries," Quigley says. 

Center for the Core The recently completed renovation of Hamilton Hall, the 

College's signature building, includes the new Witten 

Center for the Core Curriculum directly off the main 

lobby — a physical statement of the Core's importance 

in the life of the College made possible through the generosity 

of Trustee Richard E. Witten '75. The renovated Hamilton Hall 

lobby also incorporates a permanent display of documents illus¬ 

trating the history of the Core. 

Literature Humanities and Contemporary Civilization previ¬ 

ously were housed in two rooms on the fourth floor of Hamilton 

Hall, and faculty meetings were held in various spaces across 

campus. "The whole operation was efficiently run, but cramped 

in space," says Williams, who also is the Violin Family Professor 

in the Core Curriculum. "Now that there is a new center on the 

main floor of Hamilton and the Core has a completely different 

physical complexion. That difference also has a symbolic edge, 

giving the Core a fitting appearance as a central and well-tend¬ 

ed part of the College's mission." 

The wood-paneled suite includes a library of Core texts and 

supporting material, a spacious conference room lined with book 

cabinets, and offices for the Core administrative staff. The con¬ 

ference room is used for weekly lunch gatherings for faculty of 

Contemporary Civilization, Literature Humanities and Frontiers 

of Science. The CC and Lit Hum luncheons feature guest speak¬ 

ers who often are experts on the author or work being taught that 

week. Separate, pedagogic seminars are held each week for grad¬ 

uate student preceptors teaching the courses for the first time; 

they also are open to faculty new to the Core. The Core library, 

cloaked with bookshelves, serves as an inviting place for infor¬ 

mal meetings and discussion. "There's a fabric for the Core that 

wasn't in place ever before," says Williams. "There's wonderful 

esprit de corps that has an 

infectious element — you 

can so easily call on your 

colleagues for practical 

support." 

The library holds sec¬ 

ondary works relating to 

all of the texts taught in CC 

and Lit Hum, and resourc¬ 

es for the other courses are 

being gathered. A resource 

center for teachers, schol¬ 

ars and administrators 

interested in the history of 

Core curricula and general 

education has also been es¬ 

tablished in the conference 

room, funded by an alum¬ 

nus who prefers to remain 

anonymous. The school is 

in the process of digitiz¬ 

ing the many resources 

and putting them online 

for public access, a project 
funded by a gift from the late Ralph Sheffer '34. 

Popkin describes how Lit Hum faculty from her department 

have passed around, and added to over the years, a box of in- 

depth notes on the classroom readings. In addition, the Center for 

the Core maintains "tons of material: articles, books, handouts, 

sample tests and quizzes," she says. "Above all, there's a com¬ 

munity among those teaching in the Core, who talk together and 

share ideas." 

Last year, the newly appointed Core lecturers, who follow a 

national model in being post-docs hired to teach in the Core, or¬ 

ganized a conference on the Core for faculty and administrators 

from Columbia and other schools such as the University of Chi¬ 

cago, NYU and Stanford. Because the College is a role model and 

intellectual leader in providing rigorous general education, the 

center also is working on reports and looking at holding a confer¬ 

ence on general education curricula. 

Programming Columbia classes always have aimed to take advantage 

of the resources of New York City, but additional fund¬ 

raising in recent years has increased the budget for 

more organized outings fourfold, to nearly $100,000 

per year. By being able to take students on subsidized field trips 

to concerts, museums, theater and dinner outings, teachers can 

require attendance rather than making the outings optional. "In 

the last 10 years, it has grown into a considerable arts-related en¬ 

hancement to the curriculum," notes Janine de Novais '99, associ¬ 

ate director of the Center for the Core Curriculum. 

The conference room in the Witten Center for the Core Curriculum allows faculty 
from contemporary Civilization, Literature Humanities and Frontiers of Science to 
gather weekly to discuss common issues. 

PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 
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The Core programming office often works in conjunction with 

the Columbia University Arts Initiative, which develops relation¬ 

ships with New York City cultural venues to create more free and 

discounted access for the Columbia community to museums, 

shows and other cultural events. 

Music Hum "has a huge live-performance component it didn't 

have before," de Novais says. A long-standing partnership with 

the New York City Opera brings singers to perform on campus. "It 

is compelling for our students to meet opera singers or actors and 

other artists up close," she says. "Often they are surprised to find 

they are close to them in age and share some of their interests." 

Lit Hum organizes at least one major theater event, either tak¬ 

ing the students to a performance off campus or arranging a per¬ 

formance on campus. This year, in a new collaboration between 

the Core and the School of the Arts, theatre division students 

from the School of the Arts will do staged readings of sections 

of Medea and Lysistrata for Lit Hum students in the fall 2008 and 

spring 2009 semesters. First-year students also attend a one-man 

performance of Plato's Apology during orientation, featuring Yan- 

nis Simonides of the Greek Theatre Foundation. 

In addition, the Core office is planning events that will be 

open to all students enrolled in a Core class and will address Core 

themes in a contemporary context. The first such event will be 

"Three Faiths," a conversation by Christian, Jewish and Muslim 

scholars planned for the fall semester on how religious texts in 

these faiths address themes taught in the Core. Roosevelt Montas 

'95, '96 GSAS, '99 GSAS, '04 GSAS, associate dean for the Core Cur¬ 

riculum, describes this as the first in "a series of Core-wide events 

that bring Core themes into the conversation with pressing, con¬ 

temporary issues." 

Curricular Changes The Core Curriculum always has been somewhat fluid, 

both in the required courses and their content. The 

major changes of the past decade include a revamped 

composition course, University Writing, which in 2003 

replaced Logic & Rhetoric, a part of the Core since 1986; a semes¬ 

ter-long science course. Frontiers of Science, required for all first- 

years; and an evolving Major Cultures requirement. 

"There are two things happening simultaneously in the Core 

Curriculum," observes Montas. "At the same time that there is 

an institutional recommitment to the centrality and importance 

of the traditional Core, there is a broadening of it to incorporate a 

more global perspective." 

Currently, first-year students arrive on campus pre-registered 

for Literature Humanities, University Writing and Frontiers of 

Science. They receive copies of The Iliad, their first Lit Hum read¬ 

ing assignment, during the summer prior to arrival on campus, 

courtesy of the Alumni Association. 

The Literature Humanities syllabus is reviewed every two 

years, and more than 120 works have gone on and off the reading 

list over time. "It's a lively and ongoing project, figuring out what's 

going to be on the syllabus," Popkin says. "It's the best-attended 

staff meeting of all time. Everyone is invested and committed." 

As the requirements have changed, so has the student body. 

"Students have changed a lot over the years," says Popkin. 

"They're a lot more savvy and worldly now, and they come to 

Columbia already attuned to issues such as homophobia, rac¬ 

ism, classism." She says that when she started teaching Plato's 

Literature Humanities 
Required Reading 

FALL 2008 

Homer, Iliad 

Homeric Hymns 

Homer, Odyssey 

Herodotus, The Histories (selections) 

Aeschylus, Oresteia 

Sophocles, Oedipus the King 

Euripides, Medea 

Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War 
(selections) 

Aristophanes, Lysistrata 

Plato, Symposium 

Bible (selections) 

SPRING 2009 

Virgil, Aeneid 

Ovid, Metamorphoses 

Augustine, Confessions 

Dante, inferno, Purgatorio, Paradiso (selections) 

Boccaccio, Decameron 

Montaigne, Essays (selections) 

Shakespeare, King Lear 

Cervantes, Don Quixote (selections) 

Austen, Pride and Prejudice 

Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment 

Woolf, To the Lighthouse 

What was required when you took Lit Hum? 
See historical syllabi (through 2000) at 

www.college.columbia.edu/core/l937.php. 

Symposium 22 years ago, "many students were made horribly 

uncomfortable by the discussion of love between men." Now the 

student body is not only more sensititve to diversity, it is far more 

diverse itself. Students entering the College have also been much 

farther afield; many already have studied or visited abroad. 

Major Cultures Major Cultures was introduced in the 1980s, and by 

1990 required students to choose any two non-West¬ 

ern oriented courses from an approved list. It con¬ 

tinues to evolve. 
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Contemporary Civilization Required Reading 

FALL 2008 

Plato, Republic 

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics and Politics 

Hebrew Bible (selections) 

Epicurus (selections) 

Epictetus, Handbook or Marcus Aurelius, Meditations 
(selections) 

The New Testament (selections) 

Augustine, City of God 

The Qur'an 

Al-Ghazali, The Rescuer from Error and 
The Essential Kabbalah (selections) 

(Mother) Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love 
(selections) 

Averroes (Ibn Rushd), On the Harmony of 
Religion and Philosophy 

Maimonides, The Guide of the Perplexed 
(selections) 

Aquinas, Selected Writings 
(selections) 

Machiavelli, The Prince and The Discourses 

Hillerbrand Anthology 

Descartes, Discourse on Method 

Galileo, Letter to the Grand Duchess 

Vitoria, On the American Indians (selections) 

Jean de Lery, History of a Voyage to the Land of Brazil 
(selections) 

Guaman Poma, Appeal Concerning the Priests 
(selections) 

Hobbes, Leviathan 

Locke, Second Treatise and Letter on Toleration 

SPRING 2009 

Selection from one of the following: Kant, "What is 
Enlightenment?" (optional accompaniment: Foucault, "What 
is Enlightenment?"); Kant, Perpetual Peace; Montesquieu, 

Persian Letters (selections); Voltaire, Candide 
Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality and Social Contract 

Smith, Wealth of Nations (selections) and 
Theory of Moral Sentiments (selections) 

Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals 
Declaration of independence 

Bill of Rights 

Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen 

Preface to the Constitution of 1793 

Haitian Constitution 

Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (selections) 

Olympe de Gouges, "Declaration of the Rights of Woman" 

Frederick Douglass, "What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?" 

Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women 
Tocqueville, Democracy in America 

Hegel, Introduction to the Philosophy of History 
Mill, On Liberty and Utilitarianism 

Marx, selections from the Marx-Engels Reader 
Darwin, Origin of Species (selections) and 

Descent of Man (selections) 

Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals 
Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk 

Freud, "Formulations Regarding the Two Principles 
in Mental Functioning," "A Note on the Unconscious 
in Psychoanalysis," "On Narcissism," "Repression," 

"Metapsychological Supplement to the Theory of Dreams," 
and "The Libido Theory" 

Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex 
At least one text from the following: Arendt, The Human 
Condition; Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth; Foucault, 
Discipline and Punish; MacKinnon, Towards a Feminist 

Theory of the State; Rawls, A Theory of Justice] 
Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions; Schmitt, 

The Crisis of Parliamentary Democracy 

"The need for study of today's globalized world is even more 

pressing than in the 1990s/' says Patricia Grieve, chair of the Com¬ 

mittee on the Core and chair of the Committee on Major Cultures. 

"The requirement is essential; the components of the requirement 
might change." 

Currently, students must choose one of six civilizations (Afri¬ 

can, East Asian, Latin American, Middle Eastern, Native Ameri¬ 

can or South Asian) and take two introductory, multidisciplinary 

courses or one introductory course and another, more specialized 

course. "The faculty is discussing how to reshape Major Cultures 

so that it more resembles our other Core courses," says Kathryn 

Yatrakis, dean of academic affairs. 

The College Bulletin explains about the requirement: "No part 

of the Core Curriculum assumes that boundaries between 'West7 

and 'non-West' have ever been clear, impermeable, or unchang¬ 

ing; or even that a distinction so rough and so simple is particu¬ 

larly useful for understanding the world. Nor does the Core as¬ 

sume that one civilization is 'ours' and the rest are 'others.'" 

The College received a grant from the National Endowment 

for the Humanities in the 1990s to develop courses specifically for 

the Major Cultures requirement. Out of that came African Civi¬ 

lizations, which follows the model of CC, and Latin American 

Humanities I and II, 25-student seminars that follow the format 
of CC and Lit Hum. 

"Both of these courses are models we want to use with other 

courses moving forward," says Montas. "The College is involved j 
in an ongoing effort to bring the rigor and scope of Major Cul¬ 

tures into parity with that of Lit Hum and CC." J 

Two requirements for a course to be included are that the 

material covers a region rather than one country, and that j 
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primary texts are emphasized. "There is a small lecture com¬ 

ponent to the Major Cultures courses, an introduction by an 

expert/' says Grieve, who also is the Nancy and Jeffrey Marcus 

Professor of the Humanities. "But they do maintain student 

engagement with the primary texts, for example, historical 

treatises and literary works from different centuries." 

Frontiers of Science The most ambitious change to the curriculum has been 

the development of Frontiers of Science, which just 

completed a five-year pilot program and has been re¬ 

newed for another three years. 

"Too many of our students were graduating unprepared to 

deal with science in the 21st century," says Don Hood, the James 

F. Bender Professor in Psychology. "We are a private institution 

receiving public support in the form of tax dollars. It's our obliga¬ 

tion to educate citizens to take their place in a democracy." 

Discussions of including a formal science course in the Core 

extend back decades. The origin of Frontiers specifically dates to 

25 years ago, when David Helfand, chair of the Department of 

Astronomy, chaired a committee on science in a liberal arts cur¬ 

riculum. "It troubled me that our Core Curriculum consisted of 

seven humanities courses and no science courses," Helfand says. 

"That was not adequate preparation to be an intelligent citizen of 

the 21st century." 

The Core's science requirement had been two, then three, sci¬ 

ence or math courses from what faculty describe as "a grab bag." 

The philosophy of the Frontiers course, explains Ann McDermott, 

associate v.p. for academic planning and science initiatives, is to 

"try to bring the luminous quality of the Core into the pressing 

problem of national literacy in science. Even to read The New York 

Times, that's what you need: to understand the intersection of pol¬ 

icy and basic research science. There's so 

much that comes up every week in that 

area, and it's a daunting combination." 

It's one that most other schools have 

not attempted to wrap into a general re¬ 

quired course in science. "ITs a very un¬ 

usual endeavor, aiming at science literacy 

for a very elite level of student," says Mc¬ 

Dermott, who is also the Esther Breslow 

Professor of Biological Chemistry. "It re¬ 

ally does set us apart from our peers." 

The Frontiers course was champi¬ 

oned by Helfand and biology professor 

Darcy Kelley, who recruited the support 

of other faculty and administrators, se¬ 

cured funding and largely designed the 

course. "This has been led by senior fac¬ 

ulty, mainly David and Darcy," Hood 

says. "It's almost unheard of, especially 

in a research institution, to find two out¬ 

standing scientists willing to devote so 

much time to changing the undergradu¬ 

ate curriculum." 

Hood says he was initially skeptical of 

such a course. "What sold me was the fol¬ 

lowing argument: Columbia prides itself 

on its Core, and the Core distinguishes us 

from our peers. So, why 

isn't science included in 

the Core?" 

Helfand describes 

the goals of the course 

as twofold. The first is 

"to disabuse students o 

that science is facts and 

calculations," he says. 

"It's a dynamic, intellec¬ 

tual activity that's very, 

very different from 

other ways of looking 

at the world, and has 

tremendous power in 

the world today." The 

second, he says, is "to 

inculcate quantitative 

reasoning skills, which an enormous number of students lack. 

Teaching basic probability is pretty boring for most people; in the 

context of determining the date the dinosaurs died or to predict 

the future climate, it is more interesting." 

Half of first-years take the Frontiers course in the fall semester 

and the other half take it in the spring. The organizers try to pre¬ 

vent boredom for more advanced science students by covering 

topics that are not covered in high school, and by arranging op¬ 

tional evening lectures that delve more deeply into the topics. 

The text, "Scientific Habits of Mind," is Web-based (available 

at www.fos-online.org), and all of the lectures also are podcast 

(broadcast on the Web; only students have access) and archived. 

Students meet for one large lecture per week, and then in small 

seminar groups of 20 students each. The lectures are given in a 

series of three or four units, with the subject matter varying each 

semester depending on the expertise of the professors. The Fall 

2008 syllabus includes a unit on the human genome and evolu- 

Professor of Astronomy David Helfand believes that a foundation in science is part of the prepara¬ 
tion needed to be an intelligent citizen of the 21st century. 

PHOTO: ALAN S. ORLING 

Darcy Kelley (left) is one of several se¬ 
nior faculty who worked hard to get a 
science component added to the Core. 
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University Writing 
SAMPLE READING LIST 2008-09 BY 
COLUMBIA FACULTY AND ALUMNI 

Akeel Bilgrami, Johnsonian Professor of Philosophy. 
"The Clash Within Civilizations," Daedalus 132 
(2003); and "Notes Toward the Definition of Identity," 
Daedalus 135.4 (fall 2006) 

Jonathan R. cole '64, '69 GSAS, John Mitchell Mason 
Professor of the University, Provost Emeritus of the 
University. "Academic Freedom Under Fire," 
Daedalus 134.2 (spring 2005) 

Arthur C. Danto '53 GSAS, Johnsonian Professor Emeritus 
of Philosophy. "Kalliphobia in Contemporary Art," 
Art Journal 63.2 (summer 2004) 

Andrew Delbanco, Julian Clarence Levi Professor in the 
Humanities. "Colleges: An Endangered Species?" 
New York Review of Books (March 10,2005), "The 
Endangered University," New York Review of Books 
(March 24,2005) and "Scandals of Higher Education," 
New York Review of Books (March 29,2007) 

Peter DeMenocal '91 GSAS, '92 GSAS, associate 
professor, earth and environmental sciences. 
"After Tomorrow: Climate Science and Political 
Reality," Orion (January/February 2005) 

Herbert J. Gans, Robert S. Lynd Professor of Sociology. 
"Race as Class," Contexts 4 (2005) 

Marianne Hirsch, professor of English and comparative 
literature; and Leo Spitzer, visiting professor, history. 
"We Would Not Have Come Without You: Generations 
of Nostalgia," American imago (2002) 

Richard Locke '62, professor of writing. "Globalization 
and Its Discontents," The American Scholar 76.2 
(spring 2007) 

Phillip Lopate '64, adjunct professor, School of the Arts. 
"Riverside Park and Manhattanville," Waterfront: A 
Walk Around Manhattan (2005) 

Michael Pollan '81 GSAS. "An Animal's Place," The New 
York Times Magazine (November 10,2002) 

Bruce Robbins, professor of English and comparative 
literature. "The Sweatshop Sublime," PMLA 117 (2002) 

Edward w. Said, university Professor (deceased). "Identity, 
Authority, and Freedom: The Potentate and the 
Traveler," Transition 54 (1991) 

Richard P. Sloan, professor of behavioral medicine; and 
Emilia Bagiella '93 PH, '96 PH, '97 PH, assistant 
professor of clinical biostatistics. "Should Physicians 
Prescribe Religion?" New England Journal of Medicine 
342.25 (June 22, 2000) 

Joseph E. Stiglitz, University Professor, professor of 
finance and economics. "Evaluating Economic 
Change," Daedalus 133.3 (summer 2004) 

Jorge Daniel Veneciano '99 GSAS, '06 GSAS. "Louis 
Armstrong, Bricolage, and the Aesthetics of Swing," 
Uptown Conversation: The New Jazz Studies (2004) 

tion taught by Robert Pollack '61, professor of biological sciences 

and former dean of the College; an astronomy unit focusing on 

the history of the universe and the discovery of extrasolar plan¬ 

ets taught by Helfand; a unit on global climate change taught by 

Sidney Hemming, associate professor of earth and environmen¬ 

tal sciences, and by Wallace Broecker, the Newberry Professor of 

Earth and Environmental Sciences and a winner of the National 

Medal of Science; and an examination of biodiversity and the 

impact of humans thereon taught by Don Melnick, the Thomas 

Hunt Morgan Professor of Conservation Biology. 

Melnick says he organizes his lecture units around three fun¬ 

damental questions: What is the problem? Why does it matter? 

and How do we fix it? "Each lecture is organized in the context of 

what's happening locally and globally," he says. "In this way, the 

lectures have a very specific and accessible practical goal. Species 

are going extinct. Ecosystems are unraveling. Why? What pro¬ 

cesses have been disturbed? What forces are at play? This allows 

me to relate biological science back to what's happening on the 

ground in parts of the world." 

Seminar sections are taught by senior faculty and by Colum¬ 

bia Science Fellows, Ph.D. scientists recruited to do three years of 

research and teaching at Columbia, and who have what Helfand 

describes as "an interest in, and demonstrated capacity for, com¬ 

municating science to non-scientists." 

Faculty teaching Frontiers of Science already have included 

one of Columbia's Nobel laureates, Horst Stormer, the LI. Rabi 

Professor of Physics and Professor of Applied Physics. 

As with teaching other Core courses, faculty end up extend¬ 

ing their own education since they are working outside their 

own fields of expertise. "Many of the course subjects I haven't 

had since college," says Melnick, who has headed seminar 

groups as well as taught in the main lecture series. "There's been 

a great deal of reeducation. IPs good mental exercise to learn 

new material and to learn it well enough to instruct students. 

I wish I'd had a course like Frontiers as an undergrad. I would 

have learned a lot more about other sciences, and it would have 

made those sciences a lot more real to me." 

Faculty mentoring other faculty also has been adopted from 

the other courses in the Core. The professors giving the main 

lectures must first present them twice to 25 of their colleagues 

for critiques. "These are the most rehearsed lectures anywhere," 

Helfand says. 

Music Humanities What has changed most in Music Humanities in re¬ 

cent years is the students' exposure to live music 

performances. Until recently, instruction centered 

on recordings played in and out of the classroom. 

Time, budget and logistical constraints kept required attendance 

at live performances minimal. 

Now the University has a partnership with the New York City 

Opera that allows instructors to take their classes to a selected 

opera each semester with deeply discounted tickets, subsidized 

by the Core Curriculum office. The company also sends young 

performers to campus to give a free performance of selected arias 

from the chosen opera — last spring it was Tosca — and to answer 

students' questions. 

In addition, the University now maintains a quartet-in- 

residence, The Daedalus Quartet. The young performers give 
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presentations in Music Hum classes that 

include performances with commentary 

and Q & A. 

Student groups also contribute. "There's 

so much student music-making; it's really 

blossomed in the last 10 years, especially un¬ 

der the auspices of the Music Performance 

Program," says Walter Frisch, immediate 

past chair of Music Humanities and the H. 

Harold Gumm / Harry and Albert Von Tilzer 

Professor of Music. Members of a student 

jazz ensemble visit Music Hum sections to 

perform, at the instructor's request. Instruc¬ 

tors also can arrange for graduate students 

to perform Schubert's song, Erlkonig, and 

for the student group Collegium Musicum 

to sing Josquin's Ave Maria a capella in the 

stairwell of Dodge Hall, where the acoustics 

roughly mimic a cathedral. 

"When the music comes from a CD and 

speakers, it floats in the air in a disembodied way," Frisch says. 

"Live music makes a quantum difference. You can see where the 

music is coming from, see the beings producing it and appreci¬ 

ate the physicality of it. When we read evaluations, the things 

students like the most are the live performances, especially when 

performers come into the classroom. If s exciting and it enhances 

learning, there's no doubt about it." 

The composers and works covered in the curriculum have 

remained largely the same, with the exception of jazz added 

officially in 2004 (many instructors had included jazz before 

that, at their discretion), and closer to 10 years ago, the addi¬ 

tion of medieval poet and composer Hildegard of Bingen, the 

only woman on the syllabus. It is no concidence that Colum¬ 

bia's Music Performance Program, led by Deborah Bradley- 

Kramer, has grown rapidly in recent years, now enrolls almost 

400 students a year and holds an annual recital in the Weill 

Auditorium of Carnegie Hall. 

"Live music makes a quantum difference," 
says Walter Frisch, immediate past chair of 
Music Humanities and the H. Harold Gumm/ 
Harry and Albert Von Tilzer Professor of Music. 
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Amiens Cathedral," says Holger Klein, chair 

of Art Humanities. That means students can 

"get inside" and move around those famous 

places. "It is really quite wonderful to get a 

sense of the real space, rather than looking at 

those monuments through slides," he says. 

The technology even enables to look at build¬ 

ings from perspectives not available to actual 

visitors. In addition, the Web site includes links 

to relevant online resources such as museums 

and PBS specials. 

The syllabus that until a few years ago 

ended with a section on Frank Lloyd Wright 

and Le Corbusier now extends to a section 

on Andy Warhol and Jackson Pollock. And 

to experience the real thing, students can 

now use their Columbia ID cards to get into 

MoMA and the Met, among others, for free. 

Art Humanities Slide projects, and those boxed kits of images students 

used to study, are no longer used in Art Humanities. 

When the department went to digital projectors and an 

online image database several years ago, the old Art 

Hum slide kit was digitized and 

can now be used in PowerPoint 

presentations. The image library 

is gradually being updated, with 

lesser quality images being re¬ 

placed by new, higher-quality 

digital photographs. 

The online home of Art Hum, 

however, goes well beyond images. 

It now includes multimedia as well 

as readings, so students don't have 

to buy a primary source reader in 

printed form. "We use QuickTime 

virtual reality photography and 

video to teach architectural monu¬ 

ments such as the Parthenon and 

Wl 
University Writing 

hat was Logic & Rhetoric until 2003, and was 

less formally known as freshman composition 

in earlier days, has become University Writing, a 

course that emphasizes neither grammar nor sen¬ 

tence structure but rather "writing in relation to reading," says 

Joe Bizup, director of the undergraduate writing program, who 

came to Columbia from Yale's English department to revamp the 

course. "I wanted to create a course that respected the intelligence 

of Columbia students," he says. 

Bizup notes that Columbia students by nature are "conten¬ 

tious and argumentative" and there is "a need for the course to 

be in keeping with the traditions and culture of the institution, 

which is a culture of free speech, exploration and open debate." 

The course emphasizes reading nonfiction essays from schol¬ 

arly journals and the popular press and responding to arguments. 

Sections follow the same curriculum and outline but not the same 

syllabus. Teachers, mainly graduate students, select about 10 

readings from an approved list of 40, more than a third written 

by Columbia faculty and alumni (see sidebar). 

It's not intended to be a course on grammar or mechanical 

issues of composition. "The important thing is for students to 

write strong arguments," Bizup says. "We want students to 

think about their writing as something that matters within the 

larger intellectual life of the Uni¬ 

versity, rather than just as prac¬ 

tice." Students needing more spe¬ 

cific guidance (often non-native 

English speakers) are referred to 

the Writing Center, a voluntary 

resource where they can get one- 

on-one tutoring. 

A student gets one-on-one tutoring at the new Writing Center. 
PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 

Shira J. Boss-Bicak '93, '97J, '98 

SIPA is a contributing writer to 

CCT and other publications. She 

is the author of Green with Envy: 

A Whole New Way to Look at 

Financial (Un)Happiness (www. 

shiraboss.com). 
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How Does It Feel To Be Black and Poor? 
A REPORT FROM THE PROJECTS 

By Sudhir Venkatesh 

Sudhir Venkatesh, the William B. Rans- 

ford Professor of Sociology, received his 

Ph.D. in sociology from the Univer¬ 

sity of Chicago. He is the director of the 

Center for Urban Research and Policy 

and the Charles H. Revson Fellowship 

Program. 

As a young graduate student, Ven¬ 

katesh was intrigued by the off-limits 

ghetto life that bordered the privileged 

safety of his university's campus. To undertake a sociological survey, he 

embarked on a visit to the nearby projects — a fateful and significant 

encounter that led to his involvement (as observer and, occasionally, 

as participant) with a Chicago crack-dealing gang known as The Black 

Kings. Venkatesh's riveting, straight-from-the-source research led to an 

appearance in the bestseller Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Ex¬ 

plores the Hidden Side of Everything; his own well-received study of 

the underground economy, Off the Books: The Underground Econo¬ 

my of the Urban Poor; and ultimately to a memoir, Gang Leader for 

a Day: A Rogue Sociologist Takes to the Streets. Here, in an excerpt 

from the latter, Venkatesh makes his first trip to the projects. 

Rose Kemochan '82 Barnard 

Facing page: The Robert Taylor Homes, Chicago's largest public hous¬ 
ing project, where venkatesh did much of his research, before their 
demolition in 2007. 
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On a brisk Saturday afternoon in Novem¬ 

ber, I went looking for 4040 South Lake 

Park, one of several high-rise projects in 

Oakland, a lakefront neighborhood about 

two miles north of the U of C. Oakland 

was one of the poorest communities in 

Chicago, with commensurately high rates 

of unemployment, welfare, and crime. Its 

population was overwhelmingly black, dating back to the early 

twentieth-century southern migration. The neighborhood sur¬ 

rounding the Lake Park projects wasn't much of a neighborhood 

at all. There were few people on the streets, and on some blocks 

there were more vacant lots than buildings. Aside from a few li¬ 

quor stores and broken-down bodegas, there wasn't much com¬ 

merce. It struck me that most housing projects, even though they 

are built in cities, run counter to the very notion of urban living. 

Cities are attractive because of their balkanized variety: wander¬ 

ing the streets of a good city, you can see all sorts of highs and 

lows, commerce and recreation, a multitude of ethnicities and 

just as many expressions of public life. But housing projects, at 

least from the outside, seemed to be a study in joyless monotony, 

the buildings clustered tightly together but set apart from the rest 

of the city, as if they were toxic. 

Up close, the buildings looked like tall checkerboards, their 

dull yellow-brick walls lined with rows of dreary windows. A 

few of the windows revealed the aftermath of an apartment fire, 

black smudges spreading upward in the shape of tombstones. 

Most of the buildings had only one entrance, and it was usually 

clogged with young people. 

By now I was used to being observed carefully when I walked 

around a black neighborhood. Today was no different. As I ap¬ 

proached one of the Lake Park projects, five or six young men 

stared me down. It should be said here that I probably deserved 

to be stared at. I was just a few months removed from a long 

stretch of time I'd spent following the Grateful Dead, and I was 

still under the spell of Jerry Garcia and his band of merrymakers. 

With my ponytail and tie-dyed shirt, I must have looked pret¬ 

ty out of place. I tended to speak in spiritually laden language, 

mostly about the power of road trips; the other grad students in 

my department saw me as a bit naive and more than a little loopy. 

Looking back, I can't say they were wrong. 

But I wasn't so naive that I couldn't recognize what was going 

on in the lobby of the building that I now approached. Customers 

were arriving, black and white, by car and on foot, hurrying inside 

to buy their drugs and then hurrying back out. I wasn't sure if this 

building was Number 4040, and I couldn't find the number any¬ 

where, so I just walked inside. The entryway smelled of alcohol. 
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He shook his head. "No one lives here. So you won't be talking to anybody." 

soot, and urine. Young men stood and crouched on plastic milk 

crates, a couple of them stomping their feet against the cold. I put 

my head down, took a breath, and walked past them quickly. 

Their eyes felt heavy on me as I passed by. One huge young 

man, six foot six at least, chose not to move an inch as I passed. I 

brushed up against him and nearly lost my balance. 

There was a long row of beaten-up metal mailboxes, many of 

them missing their doors. Water was dripping everywhere, pud¬ 

dling on the ground. Shouts and shrieks cascaded down from the 

higher floors, making the whole building feel like some kind of 

vibrating catacomb. 

Once I got past the entryway, it was darker. I could make out 

the elevator, but I seemed to be losing any peripheral vision, and 

I couldn't find the button. I sensed that I was still being watched 

and that I ought to press the button fast, but I groped around in 

vain. Then I started looking for the stairwell, but I couldn't find 

that either. To my left was a large barrier of some kind, but I was 

too nervous to go around it. To my right was a corridor. I decided 

to go that way, figuring I'd come across a stairwell or at least a 

door to knock on. As I turned, a hand grabbed my shoulder. 

"What's up, my man, you got some business in here?" He was 

in his twenties, about as tall and dark as I was. His voice was deep 

and forceful but matter-of-fact, as if he asked the same question 

regularly. He wore baggy jeans, a loose-fitting jacket, and a base¬ 

ball cap. His earrings sparkled, as did the gold on his front teeth. 

A few other young men, dressed the same, stood behind him. 

I told them that I was there to interview families. 

"No one lives here," he said. 

"I'm doing a study for the university," I said, "and I have to go 

to Apartments 610 and 703." 

"Ain't nobody lived in those apartments for the longest," he said. 

"Well, do you mind if I just run up there and knock on the door?" 

"Yeah, we do mind," he said. 

I tried again. "Maybe I'm in the wrong building. Is this 4040?" 

He shook his head. "No one lives here. So you won't be talking 

to anybody." 

I decided I'd better leave. I walked back through the lobby, bag 

and clipboard in hand. I crossed in front of the building, over an 

expansive patch of dead grass littered with soda cans and broken 

glass. I turned around and looked back at the building. A great 

many of the windows were lit. I wondered why my new friend 

had insisted that the building was uninhabited. Only later did I 

learn that gang members routinely rebuffed all sorts of visitors 

with this line: "No one by that name lives here." They would try 

to prevent social workers, schoolteachers, and maintenance per¬ 

sonnel from coming inside and interrupting their drug trade. 

The young men from the building were still watching me, 

but they didn't follow. As I came upon the next high-rise, I 

saw the faint markings on the pale yellow brick: Number 

4040. At least now I was in the right place. The lobby here was 

empty, so I quickly skirted past another set of distressed mail¬ 

boxes and passed through another dank lobby. The elevator 

was missing entirely—there was a big cavity where the door 

should have been—and the walls were thick with graffiti. 

As I started to climb the stairs, the smell of urine was overpow¬ 

ering. On some floors the stairwells were dark; on others there 

was a muted glow. I walked up four flights, maybe five, trying 

to keep count, and then I came upon a landing where a group of 

young men, high-school age, were shooting dice for money. 

"Nigger, what the fuck are you doing here?" one of them 

shouted. I tried to make out their faces, but in the fading light 

I could barely see a thing. 

I tried to explain, again. "I'm a student at the university, 

doing a survey, and I'm looking for some families." 

The young men rushed up to me, within inches of my face. 

Again someone asked what I was doing there. I told them the 

numbers of the apartments I was looking for. They told me 

that no one lived in the building. 

Suddenly some more people showed up, a few of them older 

than the teenagers. One of them, a man about my age with an 

oversize baseball cap, grabbed my clipboard and asked what I 

was doing. I tried to explain, but he didn't seem interested. He 

kept adjusting his too-big hat as it fell over his face. 

"Julio over here says he's a student," he told everyone. His 

tone indicated he didn't believe me. Then he turned back to me. 

"Who do you represent?" 

"Represent?" I asked. 

"C'mon, nigger!" one of the younger men shouted. "We know 

you're with somebody, just tell us who." 

Another one, laughing, pulled something out of his waistband. 

At first I couldn't tell what it was, but then it caught a glint of light 

and I could see that it was a gun. He moved it around, pointing 

it at my head once in a while, and muttered something over and 

over—"I'll take him," he seemed to be saying. 

Then he smiled. "You do not want to be fucking with the 

Kings," he said. "I'd just tell us what you know." 

"Hold on, nigger," another one said. He was holding a knife 

with a six-inch blade. He began twirling it around in his fingers, 

the handle spinning in his palm, and the strangest thought came 

over me: That's the exact same knife my friend Brian used to dig a 

hole for our tent in the Sierra Nevadas. "Let's have some fun with 

this boy," he said. "C'mon, Julio, where you live? On the East 

Side, right? You don't look like the West Side Mexicans. You flip 

right or left? Five or six? You run with the Kings, right? You know 

we're going to find out, so you might as well tell us." 

Kings or Sharks, flip right or left, five or six. It appeared that I was 

Julio, the Mexican gang member from the East Side. It wasn't clear 

yet if this was a good or a bad thing. 

Two of the other young men started to search my bag. They 

pulled out the questionnaire sheets, pen and paper, a few soci¬ 

ology books, my keys. Someone else patted me down. The guy 

with the too-big hat who had taken my clipboard looked over the 

papers and then handed everything back to me. He told me to go 

ahead and ask a question. 

By now I was sweating despite the cold. I leaned backward to 

try to get some light to fall on the questionnaire. The first ques¬ 

tion was one I had adapted from several other similar surveys; it 

was one of a set of questions that targeted young people's self¬ 

perceptions. 

"How does it feel to be black and poor?" I read. Then I gave 

the multiple-choice answers: "Very bad, somewhat bad, neither 

bad nor good, somewhat good, very good." 

The guy with the too-big hat began to laugh, which prompted 

the others to start giggling. 

"Fuck you!" he told me. "You got to be fucking kidding me." 

He turned away and muttered something that made everyone 

laugh uncontrollably. They went back to quarreling about who I 

was. They talked so fast that I couldn't easily follow. It seemed 
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"African Americans wear ties to work. Niggers can't find no work." [ 
they were as confused as I was. I wasn't armed, I didn't have 

tattoos, I wasn't wearing anything that showed allegiance to an¬ 

other gang—I didn't wear a hat turned toward the left or right, 

for instance, I wasn't wearing blue or red, I didn't have a star 

insignia anywhere, either the five- or six-point variety. 

Two of them started to debate my fate. "If he's here and he 

don't get back," said one, "you know they're going to come look¬ 

ing for him." 

"Yeah, and I'm getting the first shot," said the other. "Last time 

I had to watch the crib. Fuck that. This time I'm getting in the car. 

i I'm shooting some niggers." 

"These Mexicans ain't afraid of shit. They kill each other in 

prison, over nothing. You better let me handle it, boy. You don't 

even speak Mexican." 

"Man, I met a whole bunch of them in jail. I killed three just 

the other day." 

As their claims escalated, so did their insults. 

"Yeah, but your mama spoke Mexican when I was with her." 

"Nigger, your daddy was a Mexican." 

I sat down on a cold concrete step. I struggled to follow what 

they were talking about. A few of them seemed to think that I was 

an advance scout from a Mexican gang, conducting reconnais¬ 

sance for a drive-by attack. From what I could glean, it seemed as 

if some black gangs were aligned with certain Mexican gangs but 

in other cases the black gangs and Mexican gangs were rivals. 

They stopped talking when a small entourage entered the stair¬ 

well. At the front was a large man, powerfully built but with a boy¬ 

ish face. He also looked to be about my age, maybe a few years older, 

and he radiated calm. He had a toothpick or maybe a lollipop in his 

mouth, and it was obvious from his carriage that he was the boss. He 

checked out everyone who was on the scene, as if making a mental 

list of what each person was doing. His name was J.T., and while I 

couldn't have known it at this moment, he was about to become the 

most formidable person in my life, for a long time to come. 

J.T. asked the crowd what was happening, but no one could 

give him a straight answer. Then he turned to me. "What are you 

doing here?" 
He had a few glittery gold teeth, a sizable diamond earring, 

and deep, hollow eyes that fixed on mine without giving away 

anything. Once again, I started to go through my spiel: I was a 

student at the university, et cetera, et cetera. 

"You speak Spanish?" he asked. 

"No!" someone shouted out. "But he probably speaks Mexican!" 

"Nigger, just shut the fuck up," J.T. said. Then someone men¬ 

tioned my questionnaire, which seemed to catch his interest. He 

asked me to tell him about it. 

I explained the project as best as I could. It was being overseen 

by a national poverty expert, I said, with the goal of understand¬ 

ing the lives of young black men in order to design better pub¬ 

lic policy. My role, I said, was very basic: conducting surveys to 

generate data for the study. There was an eerie silence when I 

finished. Everyone stood waiting, watching J. T. 

He took the questionnaire from my hand, barely glanced at 

it, then handed it back. Everything he did, every move he made, 

was deliberate and forceful. 

I read him the same question that I had read the others. He 

didn't laugh, but he smiled. How does it feel to be black and poor? 

"I'm not black" he answered, looking around at the others 

knowingly. 

"Well, then, how does it feel to be African American and poor?" 

I tried to sound apologetic, worried that I had offended him. 

"I'm not African American either. I'm a nigger." 

Now I didn't know what to say. I certainly didn't feel comfort¬ 

able asking him how it felt to be a nigger. He took back my ques¬ 

tionnaire and looked it over more carefully. He turned the pages, 

reading the questions to himself. He appeared disappointed, 

though I sensed that his disappointment wasn't aimed at me. 

"Niggers are the ones who live in this building," he said at last. 

"African Americans live in the suburbs. African Americans wear 

ties to work. Niggers can't find no work." 

He looked at a few more pages of the questionnaire. "You 

ain't going to learn shit with this thing." Fie kept shaking his 

head and then glanced toward some of the older men stand¬ 

ing about, checking to see if they shared his disbelief. Then he 

leaned in toward me and spoke quietly. "How'd you get to do 

this if you don't even know who we are, what we're about?" 

His tone wasn't accusatory as much as disappointed, and per¬ 

haps a bit bewildered. 

I didn't know what to do. Perhaps I should get up and leave? But 

then he turned quickly and left, telling the young men who stayed 

behind to "watch him." Meaning me. 

They seemed excited by how things had turned out. They had 

mostly stood still while J.T. was there, but now they grew animat¬ 

ed. "Man, you shouldn't mess with him like that," one of them 

told me. "See, you should've just told him who you were. You 

might have been gone by now. He might have let you go." 

"Yeah, you fucked up, nigger," another one said. "You really 

fucked this one up." 
I leaned back on the cold step and wondered exactly what I 

had done to "fuck up." For the first time that day, I had a moment 

to ponder what had been happening. Random thoughts entered 

my mind, but, oddly, none of them concerned my personal safe¬ 

ty: What the hell is Bill Wilson going to do if he finds out about this? 

How am I supposed to know whether to address an interview subject as 

black, African American, or Negro? Did every Ph.D. student have to go 

through this? Can I go to the bathroom? The sun had set, and it was 

getting colder. I pulled my jacket tighter and bent over, trying to 

keep out of the wintry draft. 

o! Freeze, you want one?" 

An older man walked in with a grocery 

bag full of beers and offered a bottle to one 

of the young men guarding me. He passed 

out beers to everyone there. Pretty soon they 

were all in a better mood. They even gave me a bottle. 

By now it was well into the evening. No one seemed to have 

anywhere to go. The young men just sat in the stairwell telling 

one another all kinds of stories: about sexual conquests, the best 

way to smoke a marijuana cigarette, schoolteachers they'd like to 

have sex with, the rising cost of clothing, cops they wanted to kill, 

and where they would go when their high-rise building was torn 

down. This last fact surprised me. Nothing in our records at the 

university suggested that these projects were closing. 

"You have to leave?" I asked. "What kind of neighborhood 

will you be going to?" 

"Nigger, did someone tell you to talk?" one of them said. 

"Yeah, Julio," said another, moving in closer. "You ain't got no 

business here." 
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"You need to understand how young people live on the streets." 

I shut my mouth for a while, but some other men stopped by, 

and they were more talkative. I learned that the Chicago Hous¬ 

ing Authority (CHA) was indeed tearing down the Lake Park 

projects in order to build condominiums and town houses. Some 

residents were staying on as squatters, and the gang was helping 

them by pirating electricity. 

It was clear to me at this point that the young men I'd stum¬ 

bled upon in this stairwell were junior members of a broad-based 

gang, tire Black Kings, that sold crack cocaine. The older members 

explained that the gang was trying to forestall demolition but that 

it wasn't a pure act of charity: When this building was tom down, 

they would lose one of their best drug-selling locations. 

Once in a while, I tried to interject a research question—What 

kinds of jobs did the people who lived here have? Why weren't 

the police in the building?—but they seemed less interested in 

answering me than in talking among themselves about sex, pow¬ 

er, and money. After a few hours, J.T. returned with a few other men, 

each of them carrying a grocery bag. More beer. It 

was late, and everyone seemed a little punchy. The 

air was stale, and some of the young men had been 

wondering when they might be able to leave. For 

the moment, however, the beer seemed to settle them down. 

"Here," J.T. said, tossing me another bottle. Then he came closer. 

"You know you're not supposed to be here," he said quietly. He 

seemed to feel sorry for me and, at the same time, curious about my 

presence. Then he, too, began talking about the scheduled demoli¬ 

tion of the Lake Park projects. He explained that he and his men had 

holed up in this building partly out of protest, joining the residents to 

challenge the housing authority's decision to kick them out. 

Then he asked me where I was from. 

"California," I said, surprised at the change in topic. "Born 

in India." 

"Hmm. So you don't speak Spanish." 

"Actually, I do." 

"See! I told you this nigger was a Mexican," said one young 

gangster, jumping up with a beer in his hand. "We should've beat 

his ass back then, man! Sent him back to his people. You know 

they're coming around tonight, you know they will be here. We 

need to get ready—" 

J.T. shot the young man a look, then turned back to me. "You're 

not from Chicago," he said. "You should really not be walking 

through the projects. People can get hurt." 

J.T. started tossing questions at me. What other black neighbor¬ 

hoods, he asked, was I going to with my questionnaire? Why do 

researchers use multiple-choice surveys like the one I was using? 

Why don't they just talk with people? How much money can you 

make as a professor? 

Then he asked what I hoped to gain by studying young black 

people. I ticked off a few of the pressing questions that sociolo¬ 

gists were asking about urban poverty. 

"I had a few sociology classes," he said. "In college. Hated 

that shit." 

The last word I expected to exit this man's mouth was "college." 

But there it was. I didn't want to push my luck, so I thought I'd just 

keep listening and hope for a chance to ask about his background. 

By now everyone seemed fairly drunk and, more alarmingly, 

excited at the prospect of a gang war with the Mexicans. Some 

of the older men started talking logistics—where to station the 

gang members for the fighting, which vacant apartments could 

be used as lookout spots, and so on. 

J.T. dismissed their belief that something was going to happen 

that night. Once again he ordered two of the younger men to stay 

with me. Then he left. I returned to my seat, sipping a beer now 

and then. It looked like I would be spending the night with them, 

so I tried to accept my fate. I was grateful when they said I could 

go to the bathroom—which, as it turned out, was another stair¬ 

well a few floors up. Considering that water, and probably urine, 

were constantly dripping onto our own landing, I wondered why 

they didn't use a lower floor instead. The young men stayed up in the stairwell all night, 

drinking and smoking. Some of them strayed out 

to the balcony once in a while to see if any cars had 

pulled up to the building. One of them threw an 

empty beer bottle to the ground six stories down. 

The sound of broken glass echoing through the stairwell gave me 

a fright, but no one else even flinched. 

Every so often a few new people came in, always with more 

beer. They talked vaguely about gang issues and the types of 

weapons that different gangs had. I listened as attentively as I 

could but stopped asking questions. Occasionally someone asked 

me again about my background. They all at last seemed con¬ 

vinced that I was not in fact a Mexican gang member, although 

some of them remained concerned that I "spoke Mexican." A few 

of them dozed off inadvertently, sitting on the concrete floor, their 

heads leaning against the wall. 

I spent most of the night sitting on the cold steps, trying to 

avoid the protruding shards of metal. I would have liked to sleep 

also, but I was too nervous. 

Finally J.T. came back. The early-morning sun was making its 

way into the stairwell. He looked tired and preoccupied. 

"Go back to where you came from," he told me, "and be more 

careful when you walk around the city." Then, as I began gather¬ 

ing up my bag and clipboard, he talked to me about the proper 

way to study people. "You shouldn't go around asking them sil¬ 

ly-ass questions," he said. "With people like us, you should hang 

out, get to know what they do, how drey do it. No one is going to 

answer questions like that. You need to understand how young 

people live on the streets." 

I was astounded at what a thoughtful person J.T. appeared to 

be. It seemed as if he were somehow invested in my succeeding, 

or at least considered himself responsible for my safety. I got up 

and headed for the stairs. One of the older men reached out and 

offered me his hand. I was surprised. As I shook his hand, he 

nodded at me. I glanced back and noticed that everyone, includ¬ 

ing J.T., was watching. 

What are you supposed to say after a night like this? I couldn't 

think of anything worthwhile, so I just turned and left. 

Q 
"How Does It Feel to Be Black and Poor?," from GANG LEADER FOR A 

DAY by Sudhir Venkatesh, © 2008 by Sudhir Venkatesh. Used by permis¬ 

sion of The Penguin Press, a division of Penguin Group (USA) Inc. 

Facing page: Faced with few options for safe playspaces, children 
climb along the grating that enclosed one of the galleries at the 
Robert Taylor Homes. 
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Sha Na Na 
and the Invention 

of the Fifties 
In 1969, the Kingsmen, Columbia's traditional a capella group, gambled 

on a new concept. At a Wollman concert, "The Glory That Was Grease," 

the Kingsmen, outfitted in gold lame and sporting Elvis Presley hairdos, 

performed original dances while singing classic Fifties rock 'n' roll. That 

led to a memorable "Grease Under the Stars" concert on Low Plaza, 

soon after which they shot to stardom, opening for jimi Hendrix at the 

original Woodstock Festival. Renamed Sha Na Na, they became regulars 

at Fillmore West and East, appeared in the Oscar-winning Woodstock 

movie as well as the movie version 0/Grease, which their act had in¬ 

spired. Their syndicated TV show ran for years, worldwide. 

So Columbia's place in rock 'n'roll history has long been granted. Re¬ 

cently, however, there has been an interesting new level of appreciation. 

Contemporary scholars of American cultural history have begun writ¬ 

ing that Sha Na Na's greatest achievement was the invention of a new 

American era: the "Fifties." The whole notion of how artists can change 

the way a historical era is viewed, and relatively quickly, is interesting on 

its own; the fact that Sha Na Na and the College played such a role in this 

change makes it interesting for all Columbians. Brothers and founding 

members George J. Leonard '67, '68 GSAS, '72 GSAS, who conceived 

and choreographed the Kingsmen's change to Sha Na Na, and Robert A. 

Leonard '70, '73 GSAS, '82 GSAS, the group's first president and gold 

lame singer, report on the new scholarly interest in Sha Na Na. 

In the last few years, an unlikely group of scholars has 

been studying Columbia's Sha Na Na as a test case: 

meta-historians, theoreticians of cultural history itself. 

In 2004, Rutgers University Press published a bold new 

book by Goucher professor Daniel Marcus, Happy Days 

and Wonder Years: The Fifties and Sixties in Contemporary 

Cultural Politics. In 2006, Elizabeth E. Guffey, a Stan¬ 

ford Ph.D. and associate professor at SUNY Purchase, published 

Retro: The Culture of Revival (London and Chicago: Reaktion 

Books distributed by the University of Chicago Press, retrothe- 

book.com) Both books contain extensive studies of Sha Na Na's 

"Fabricated Fifties" (Guffey's term) because Marcus and Guffey 

— working quite independently — discovered Sha Na Na and 

Columbia College, in 1969, playing an unusual role in 20th cen¬ 

tury American history. 

More precisely, in inventing it. 

"On the fourth day of the Woodstock Festival of 1969," Guffey's 

account begins, "just before Jimi Hendrix's celebrated finale, the 

stage was held by a group of unknown undergraduates from 

Columbia University ... The rock-'n'-roll revivalist group Sha Na 

Na bombarded the audience with tightly choreographed 1950s 

classics like 'Teen Angel' and 'At the Hop.' The festival's unlikely 

scene stealers sported dated looks, including greased ducktails, 

white socks and cigarettes rolled into T-shirt sleeves. Sha Na Na's 

impossibly upbeat and exuberant version of the 1950s seemed 

the opposite of the arty psychedelica and hard rock that charac¬ 

terized Woodstock." 

Guffey quickly spots that Sha Na Na was "subtly infused with 

Camp. George J. Leonard, the group's leader [in matters of the¬ 

ory], described himself as a '22-year-old Susan Sontag buff.' Re¬ 

calling the group's transformation from Ivy League glee club to 

television stars, Leonard spoke of a 'vision of a group that would 

sing only '50s rock and perform dances like the Busby Berkeley 

films that he Teamed to love in college readings on Camp' " in 

Richard Kuhns' aesthetics courses. 

Marcus was coming to the same conclusion: The idea of the 

Fifties that America still holds — the happy, "greasy" Fifties — 

was an "invented History." Up until 1969, quite an opposite cul¬ 

tural memory held sway. When Americans remembered "the 

Fifties," they thought of Joe McCarthy witch hunts, of an "age of 

anxiety," of the "shook-up generation" diving under their desks 

during A-Bomb drills, of the Man in the Gray Flannel Suit selling 

out and Holden Caulfield cracking up, or Allen Ginsberg '48 and 
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Jack Kerouac '44 too "beat" to fight back. Nothing to get nostal¬ 

gic about there. In a section titled "Re-inventing the Day Before 

Yesterday," Guffey describes older critics, who remembered the 

decade only too clearly, "shocked at the happy-go-lucky imag¬ 

ery" of what Horizon Magazine protested as the "newly-minted" 

Fifties. Cultural critics had already agreed the decade was "a na¬ 

tional pre-frontal lobotomy." 
Then, Marcus and Guffey saw, around 1969, "history" had 

been deliberately rewritten — almost invented. 

"The replacement of the Beat with the greaser as the emblematic 

1950s rebel" had, Marcus reports, consolidated its hold on Ameri¬ 

can "memory" within a very few years, by the time of Happy Days 

and Fonzie. Nor had that replacement gone unnoticed, Guffey dis¬ 

covered. "People begin to remember the 1950s not as they recall 

them but as they have been 

re-created for them," Horizon 

marveled by 1972. "This 

what makes the newly-minted 

myth of the Fifties so remark¬ 

able ... "Vision fades and 

imagination takes over," Time 

critic Gerald Clarke wrote. 

Marcus uses the term 

"1950s" for the actual decade, 

and "Fifties" for the "newly 

minted" myth (a useful de¬ 

vice we'll adopt). The Fifties, 

then, had rather suddenly re¬ 

placed the 1950s in the collec¬ 

tive memory. Though Happy 

Days and the musical Grease 

had played a role, Marcus 

and Guffey both found arti¬ 

cles such as Horizon's, which 

predated those works. Trac¬ 

ing back, Marcus discovered, 

as Guffey had, that the new 

Fifties was no older than Co¬ 

lumbia College, spring 1969, 

when the Kingsmen put on 

two shows: "The Glory That 

Was Grease" and the "First 

East Coast Grease Festival," 

attended by 5,000 students from Massachusetts to Maryland. 

That had been the first appearance of the word "Grease" and 

the first appearance of the greaser, who, Marcus saw, rapidly re¬ 

placed the popular image of Beatniks and the Beat era. "This as¬ 

cription of the social domain and style of hoods (in 1950s slang) 

or greasers (as they came to be known in the 1970s) as the em¬ 

blematic experience of 1950s youth came to be a common trope 

in later media discussions of the era" (pp. 12-13 ff.). The Fonz, 

then, when he first appeared on Happy Days, a full five years later, 

had only "completed a process of cultural redefinition that had 

begun with Sha Na Na — that the prototypical figure of youth 

culture in the Fifties was the urban, white, male working-class 

greaser. [The Beatniks] were superceded by mainstream interest 

in the greaser" (p. 30). 
With surprise, Marcus reports that "Sha Na Na, the first and most 

successful" of the Fifties redefiners, were not, as he had supposed in 

his youth, "'juvenile delinquents from Queens ... The band was ac¬ 

tually formed," he reports with amazement, "of Columbia College 

students, many of whom were classically trained..." (pp. 12-13). 

Classically trained indeed. Case in point: "Grease" only became 

"the word" (as the musical later claimed in its famous title song) 

because George Leonard '67, the group's theoretician, studying 

Greek and Latin, happened to be taking Columbia's famous clas¬ 

sicist Gilbert Highet. While George was sitting in Highet7 s class, 

struggling to think of a name for the first concert, Highet picked 

up his book, The Classical Tradition and — rolling all the "r"s in his 

rich Scottish accent — intoned Poe's poem: "The glorrry that was 

Grrrreece ... the Grrrrandeur that was RRRome!" George had his 

title: "The Glory ... that was Grease!" 
"But won't the Italians be offended?" one of the group worried 

at the next rehearsal. And worried rightly. In the real 1950s, "grease" 

was not the word. As Marcus reports, the real 1950s would have 

called Sha Na Na's characters "hoods" (since they turned their col¬ 
lars up) or "J.D.s" for "juvenile 

delinquents." (Vide, on You¬ 

Tube, Frankie Lymon and the 

Teenagers' 1956 classic. No No 

No No, No No No No, I Am Not 

a Juvenile Delinquent.) Highet 

reciting Poe's poem in class 

accidentally changed that for¬ 

ever, and made "grease" the 

word. (The name "Sha Na Na" 

was a similar improvisation. 

Rock critic Richard Goldstein 

complained that George, no 

musician, had misheard the 

"Sha-da-da" lyrics to the song. 

Get a Job.) 

or 37 years such weird 

little incidents have 

been material for rock 

trivia contests ... but 

for theoretical history books 

from major scholarly houses? 

Guffey's and Marcus' work 

on the "invention" of the Fif¬ 

ties is part of an important 

philosophic debate about "his¬ 

tory." We contacted Marcus, 

who seemed surprised — and 

a little off-balance — to have characters from his pages e-mail him. 

"My book argues," Marcus explained to us, "that in contemporary 

America, popular culture and politics interweave to create senses 

of national history and memory, and that we cannot understand 

either sphere without taking their interaction into account." 
Meta-historiansprizethechancetostudysuch "interactions." As 

George Orwell's totalitarian regime had claimed, in 1984, "He 

who controls the past controls the future. He who controls the 

present, controls the past." 
But Orwell's villain said that, not Orwell. The simple idea that 

"history is written by the winners," is giving way to the realiza¬ 

tion that history is, of course, written by the writers; and that7 s 

often quite a difference. 

This historical inquiry (Marcus and Guffey both confirm to us) 

is indebted to classic articles by eminent British historians Eric 

Hobsbawm and Sir Hugh Trevor-Roper concerning what Hob- 

sbawm called The Invention of Tradition. "They were all the rage," 

Guffey told us, "when I was studying British history in the Unit¬ 

ed Kingdom in the '80s." 

Sha Na Na members on the cover of their classic album, from left to right, 
standing, back row: Alan Cooper '71; Joe Witkin '70; Richard Joffe '72, '93L; 
Donald York '71; David Garrett '70E; Henry Gross '73 GSAS, '78L, '80 GSAS; 
Bruce Clarke '74; John “Jocko" Marcellino '72; and Elliot Cahn '70. Kneeling, 
gold lame: Robert Leonard '70, '73 GSAS, '82 GSAS; Scott Powell '70 GS; and 
Frederick "Denny" Greene '72. 

PHOTO: COURTESY GEORGE LEONARD '67 AND ROBERT LEONARD '70 
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The Sha Na Na greaser, it turns out, has an unexpected Old 
World cousin: the Scottish Highlander. 

Trevor-Roper's discomforted readers discovered that their 

romantic image of brawny Scottish Highlanders stalking o'er 

the braes in kilts and clan tartans was in fact a marketing tri¬ 

umph — and not even by a Scot. A Quaker industrialist had 

invented the kilt and meant to sell it. Still, the product didn't 

move until Sir Walter Scott's Romantic generation (looking for 

a Noble Savage closer to home than Rousseau's South Seas) ro¬ 

manticized the Highlander and bought kilts, clan tartans and 
all: an "invented tradition." 

So one understands the American meta-historian's interest in 

the parallel test case at the College. The invention of the American 

greaser, swaggering in his gang's motorcycle jacket, as the Noble 

Savage of the American Century was a direct parallel to the Ro¬ 

mantics' tough Highlander swaggering in his clan's tartan — as 

invented a tradition, alas, as the kilt. The "Highland Flings" were 

as ersatz as "Fifties dance," George's transparently College mix of 

camp Busby Berkeley movies seen at the New Yorker and Thalia 

revival houses, with Chuck Jackson's routine from the Apollo, a 

relatively short walk from his dorm room, 629 John Jay. 

Hobsbawm's school had had to travel as far as Tokyo and 

ber when we were all little greaseballs together" (p. 113). The ads 

consciously "evoked," Guffey commented, a "vision of the Fifties 
as a pre-political teenage Eden." 

After Woodstock, Sha Na Na founders John "Jocko" Marcel- 

lino '72, Don York '71, Rich Joffe '72, '93L, Scott Powell '70 and 

manager Ed Goodgold '65 gained the talents of Jon "Bowzer" 

Bauman '68 and "Screamin'" Scott Simon '70. Their popular 

television show joined with Happy Days and Grease populariz¬ 

ing the new myth. By the 1980 Presidential election, America 

had embraced the dream of the Fifties as a pre-political Golden 

Age. So much so, Marcus painstakingly shows, that the Ameri¬ 

can political landscape was altered to take advantage of this in¬ 
vented cultural memory. 

In Ronald Reagan's time, Marcus documents, politicians be¬ 

gan invoking a Columbia College fantasy as if it had been his¬ 

tory, and trying to ally themselves with it. "Conservatives [in the 

Reagan Era] parlay(ed) the cultural nostalgia for the Fifties that 

had circulated in the 1970s into the basis for a political offensive 

... "(p. 58). Marcus describes in detail how Bill Clinton fought for 

parity by casting himself as a worthy descendant of Elvis. Baby 

Boom politicians have battled during four presidencies over who 

was the genuine heir to a Fifties that was itself a kind of artwork. 

The Sha Na Na Fifties myth was not "newly-minted" — only newly-selected. 

Zanzibar to study the birth of such invented traditions as Japan's 

"traditional" dish, sukiyaki (introduced by Meiji Japanese offi¬ 

cials who speculated that America's meat diet promoted their 

sailors' growth). But Columbia was closer than Zanzibar; the con¬ 

certs were well-documented in Jon Groner '72, '75L's articles in 

the archives of Spectator and CCT. "My book Retro was conceived 

and written at Columbia University," Guffey told us. "I was liv¬ 

ing at 116th and Morningside while working on it, and most of 

my research was based in Butler and Avery libraries ... The rise 

of Sha Na Na and other tales of the late '60s had special, highly 

personal resonance for me, and I often thought of [Sha Na Na] 
when I'd walk across campus." 

"As Voltaire noted," Guffey observes in Retro (a word she has 

theorized and made her own the way Sontag captured and theo¬ 

rized camp), "History does not change, but what we want from it 

does." The Columbia test case supports Voltaire. Columbia Col¬ 

lege, in 1969, wanted something new from the 1950s, and its rea¬ 

sons were well-documented. "Band members linked their suc¬ 

cess to a disillusionment with radical politics a year after massive 

student unrest at Columbia," Marcus writes (pp. 12-14). 

During the revolution the year before, the Vietnam-era culture 

wars had escalated into fist fights, even mob fights, between the 

"jocks" and the "freaks" (and even "pukes"), as protestors were 

called. We remember professors John D. Rosenberg '50, '60 GSAS, 

Arthur Danto '53 GSAS and Richard Kuhns '55 GSAS linking 

arms in a human chain of faculty members to block the Tacti¬ 

cal Patrol Force from clubbing student demonstrators. Kenneth 

Koch stopped his poetry class from rushing down from Hamilton 

to join in a brawl between jocks and freaks going on below by cry¬ 

ing out, like a WWII movie heroine, in his campiest voice, "Stop! 

WE'RE ... what they're FIGHTING FOR!" His students broke 

up laughing, sat back down and Koch went on with the lecture, 

while the jocks and freaks punched it out outside. 

Researching in Butler and Avery libraries, Guffey discovered 

George's twice-weekly Spec ads: "Jocks! Freaks! ROTC! SDS! Let 

there be a truce! Bury the hatchet (not in each other)! Remem- 

e admire the way that Guffey and Marcus accu¬ 

rately deduced, from imaginative research, the 1969 

Kingsmen's conscious intent to invent a Fifties that 

would reunite Columbia's shattered, polarized 

student body by having them relive together their roots. Writing 

this essay, however, recalled our attention to Hobsbawm, Trevor- 

Roper and hard-line cultural historians, such as Jean Baudrillard 

(popularized by The Matrix) who (unlike Guffey and Marcus) at 

the least, imply that people like us have "invented" history out of 

whole cloth. The "invention of history" is a topic about which we 

can speak with odd authority; we know we, at least, did not invent 

history, we selected it. That's a great difference. On stage, the careful 

choice of songs by music directors A1 Cooper '71 and Elliot Calm 

'70 constructed a new montage of the Fifties, based on the plots, 

themes, recurrent character types and musical emotions already 

contained in the music. The resulting Sha Na Na Fifties myth was 

not, therefore, "newly-minted" — only newly-selected. 

The Columbia test case, then, suggests that even "he who controls 

the present" can still, at best, only select from the past. Looking at the 

skies, we deliberately drew lines between new stars to create a new 

constellation. But we did not, could not, create the stars themselves. 

The past too exists, even though we select from it. *->> 

In the past 13 years, George J. Leonard '67, '68 GSAS, '72 GSAS 

has sold three of his early novels and their screenplays to Universal Pic¬ 

tures, Hollywood, most notably to director Ron Howard. Meanwhile, 

his books on Asian culture and avant-garde American art are widely 

cited. He has taught at Yale and is professor of interdisciplinary hu¬ 

manities at San Francisco State (www.georgeleonard.com). Robert A. 

Leonard '70, '73 GSAS, '82 GSAS became one of the founding fathers 

of forensic linguistics; Kathy Reichs, best-selling author/producer of the 

novel-and-TV series Bones, based the character of her heroine's mentor, 

Rob Potter, on him. Rob, like his character, flies around the country help¬ 

ing solve murder cases, while doing cameos in movies reminiscing about 

Jimi Hendrix and holding down a steady job as professor of linguistics at 

Hofstra (http://people.hofstra.edu/faculty/robert_a_leonard). 
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Bookshelf 
Lionel Trilling: The Journey 

Abandoned — The Unfinished 

Novel by Lionel Trilling '25 and 

edited by Geraldine Murphy. This 

novel by the late prominent liter¬ 

ary critic revolves around Jorris 

Buxton, an elderly poet and novel¬ 

ist turned mathematical physicist, 

who is modeled on Romantic poet 

Walter Savage Landor (Columbia 

University Press, $26.95). 

Chronicles of My Life: An 

American in the Heart of Japan 

by Donald Keene '42, University 
Professor emeritus and the Shincho 
Professor Emeritus of Japanese 
Literature. The eminent Japan 

scholar tells the story of his New 

York childhood, his undergradu¬ 

ate years and his first encounters 

with Japan and its culture (Co¬ 

lumbia University Press, $27.95). 

Asylum: A Mid-Century Mad¬ 

house and Its Lessons about 

Our Mentally Ill Today by Dr. 
Enoch Callaway '45. In this study 

of Worcester State Hospital — the 

nation's first state asylum, found¬ 

ed in 1833 — Callaway examines 

the life of a mid-century asylum 

and the way its story parallels ad¬ 

vances and failures in psychiatry 

(Praeger, $44.96). 

What Would Martin Say? By 

Clarence B. Jones '53 and Joel 
Engel. Jones, Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr.'s personal lawyer and 

one of his closest confidants, 

remembers his old friend and 

ponders what King would say 

about the challenges facing us 

today [also see January/Febru¬ 

ary] (HarperCollins, $23.95). 

The Phoenix Circa Anno Domini 

by George Junghanns '53. A search to 

resolve the mystery of the ancient 

Egyptian "phoenix" through sci¬ 

entific and hieroglyphic evidence 

(Gauntlet Books, $20). 

Print Matters: How to Write Great 

Advertising by Randall Hines and 

Robert Lauterborn ’56. Print ads 

aren't dead — they're more impor¬ 

tant than ever, according to Hines 

and Lauterborn, who argue for the 

importance of this form of adver¬ 

tising and the strong writing skills 

it fosters (Racom Communications, 

$27.95). 

Big Man on Campus: A Univer¬ 

sity President Speaks Out on 

Higher Education by Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg '59. Former The George 

Washington University president 

Trachtenberg gives readers a behind- 

the-scenes look at the challenges 

of running a modem university 

(Touchstone Books, $26). 

The Little Sailor by Anthony Valerio 
'62. "All men come from women," 

the book's hero, Antonio, remarks, 

and during this narrative he remem¬ 

bers vividly the women who left 

their mark on him, both relatives 

and lovers (Bordighera Press, $9). 

The Radical Jack London: Writ¬ 

ings on War and Revolution 

edited and with an introduction by 

Jonah Raskin '63. This anthology of 

work by London, the popular au¬ 

thor of The Call of The Wild, recasts 

him as a political writer, a radical 

who "wrestled with the issues of 

war, race and class" (University of 

California Press, $24.95). 

Traveling Light: Walking the 

Cancer Path by William Ward '68. 
The author recounts his experienc¬ 

es of being diagnosed with a brain 

tumor; his outer path of hospitals, 

surgeries, drugs and the support 

of loved ones; and his inner path 

of self-examination and attempts 

to find the light in this dark epi¬ 

sode of human life (Lindisfarne 

Books, $20). 

True Detective by James A. Huebner 
72. In this novel, two NYPD detec¬ 

tives investigate a series of crimes 

in search of someone who may be 

planning a terrorist attack (Out¬ 

skirts Press, $21.95). 

Frederick Douglass and Herman 

Melville: Essays in Relation edited 

by Robert S. Levine 75 and Samuel 
Otter. These original essays explore 

the convergences and divergences 

between the rarely-compared 

Douglass and Melville and develop 

new perspectives on literature, race, 

gender and politics (University of 

North Carolina Press, $24.95). 

Objects in Mirror are Closer Than 

They Appear by Lou Orfanella '82. 
The first half of Orfanella's poetry 

collection is a series of memoir po¬ 

ems inspired by his undergraduate 

years; the second half is inspired 

by the realization that the events in 

the memoir poems took place more 

than a quarter-century ago (Fine 

Tooth Press, $9.99). 

Jokes Every Man Should Know 

edited by Don Steinberg '83. A 
selection of jokes applicable for 

a variety of gatherings and audi¬ 

ences. Where possible, the author 

includes the origin and alternative 

versions of the jokes, and tips on 

how to deliver the punch line 

(Quirk Books, $9.95). 

The Art of Racing in the Rain by 

Garth Stein '87. In this novel told 

from a dog's perspective, Enzo is 

learning as much as he can about 

human life because he thinks he 

will be reincarnated as a human. 

During his last, emotional days, 

Enzo attempts to communicate 

with and help his master, who is 

in a struggle with his in-laws for 

custody of his daughter (Harper¬ 

Collins, $23.95). 

New York and Other Lovers by 

George Guida '89. In these poems 

— set on the streets, in subways, 

in Central Park and Brooklyn — 

Guida ruminates about love. New 

York and love in New York (Smalls 

Books, $11.95). 

The Grateful Slave: The Emer¬ 

gence of Race in Eighteenth- 

Century British and American 

Culture by George Boulukos '90. 
How the image of the grateful 

slave contributed to and was used 

to justify colonial practices of white 

supremacy in the 18th century 

(Cambridge University Press, $95). 

Troubled Apologies: Among Ja¬ 

pan, Korea and the United States 

by Alexis Dudden '91. Dudden 

examines political apology and 

apologetic history, focusing on the 

problematic relationship binding 

Japanese imperialism. South Ko¬ 

rean state building and American 

power in Asia (Columbia Univer¬ 

sity Press, $40). 
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In Schooled, Students Buy Designer Clothes — and A’s Everything about Anisha Ahooja Lakhani 
'98's new novel, Schooled (Hyperion, 
$23.95), suggests upscale "chick lit." 
First, there's the cover: a simple photo of 

a classy shopping bag. Then there's the setting, 
New York's upper East Side — already home to 
Gossip Girl, The Nanny Diaries, The ivy Chronicles 
and the pale, styled locks of the Bergdorf blondes. 
And sprinkled through the narrative are the oft- 
dropped designer names — Chanel, Prada, Juicy 
— that can sometimes make a chick-lit reader 
feel as if she is sifting through the racks at a high- 
end boutique. 

But Schooled is a book that's much more 
subversive than its best-selling predecessors 
— because, unusually, it has something seri¬ 
ous to say. Lakhani's heroine, Anna Taggert, a 
girl as fresh-faced and unworldly as The Devil 
Wore Prada's Andrea Sachs, is a newly minted 
Columbia grad. While her fellow alum Bridgette is 
happy to pull down a big salary as a Morgan Stanley 
analyst, Anna dreams of inspiring students with her 
teaching. Her idealism lands her a job at the Upper 
East Side's prestigious Langdon School, but it can't 
long survive exposure to the realpolitik of an elite 
private academy. Surrounded by spoiled students, 
rich, anxious parents and corrupt administrators, 
Anna grows lonely and resentful. 

When she's offered the chance to tutor students 
at other schools privately, for $200 an hour, our 
heroine gives in. Then — oops! — she finds out 
what "tutoring" really means. The "eager ivy gradu¬ 
ates" who are moonlighting in this job are expected 
to do anything and everything to get their charges to turn in 
top-level work. This can range from gentle intellectual prodding, 
to "pre-reading" a wealthy student's reading assignment, to — 
wince — actually writing his or her papers. In one memorable 
scene, Anna is manipulated by a clever seventh grader into writ¬ 
ing an overdue paper on Lord of the Flies. "Don't make it too 
good, okay? I usually get B's," her young boss commands. Her 
payoff: a check for $1,000 from the boss' Park Avenue mom. 

Money may not change everything, but it certainly changes Anna. 
She's still teaching for slave wages at Langdon. But now she is able 
to buy the latest couture, and wearing the Upper East Siders' design¬ 
er uniform helps to give her the social entree she's been wanting. 
(So does the fact that she's becoming a less demanding teacher.) 
She's allowed to air-kiss the cheeks of her students' elite moms, like 
a well-heeled equal. Nonetheless, as the school year wears on, even 
the newest pricey Chanel tote — and her sudden sense of "belong¬ 

ing" at Langdon — can't make up for the corroded 
feeling she has inside. 

It's a tribute to Lakhani's talent that Schooled 
works so well on two levels — both as a breezy 
beach read and also as an engrossing look at 
the ways in which private education, these days, 
sometimes fails its students. "Tutoring has gotten 
out of control," Lakhani says slowly in an in-person 
interview. Though her book's more or less a com¬ 
posite — and not all tutors will write papers — it 
is based largely on the war stories she's heard 
from other tutors. And the point she is making 
rings true. "That's why l have a Benders bag on 
my cover. It's become that... you can buy your 
homework, like you buy a Louboutin stiletto." 

In the run-up to college, private-school chil¬ 
dren and parents feel the pressure to ensure that 
homework is turned in free of mistakes. Hence, 
the kind of aggressive over-tutoring described in 

Schooled. To Lakhani, that's wrong — and not just 
because a teacher can never really know how much 
a too-well tutored student has actually learned. 
Feeling able to fail, to make mistakes, is a crucial 
part of the learning process. "Why are we making it 
OK that the children never experience a road bump 
in their lives?" she asks. "That's not good." 

After the College, Lakhani taught at Hunter H.S., 
then at Dalton, a prestigious Upper East Side school 
where she became head of the middle school's 
English department. She left to tutor full-time, though 
she quit when the book proposal she'd written was 
accepted by a major publisher. While she's happy that 
her novel came out this past summer, she misses 

teaching and is nostalgic about her College experience, especially 
the Lit Hum classes she took with Professors George Stade '58 
GSAS, '65 GSAS and Edward Mendelson. "Those professors sealed 
the deal for me that I wanted to be a teacher," she says. 

If all goes according to the fairy-tale laws of "chick lit" — a 
place in which wish-fulfillment reigns — Hyperion will have an¬ 
other Upper East Side bestseller on its hands this fall. Meantime, 
its author, who's already working on her next book, hopes that 
Schooled will be not just a fun read, but also an instrument for 
change. Her dream with this book, she says, is that teachers 
start what she calls "assessment in the school" — the kind of 
in-classroom homework or testing that can ensure that teach¬ 
ers know their students' real learning levels. If they get B's or 
C's, so what? It's a learning experience. "We need to bring that 
uncomfortable feeling back," she says. 

Rose Kernochan '82 Barnard 

Riffing on Strings: Creative Writ¬ 

ing Inspired by String Theory 

edited by Sean Miller '92 and Shveta 
Verma. A collection of writings 

inspired by string theory, with con¬ 

tributors ranging from physicist 

Michio Kaku to poet Colette Inez 

(Scriblerus Press, $20). 

Lopsided: How Breast Cancer 

Can Be Really Distracting by 

Meredith Norton '92. An unusual 

memoir about the bizarre, hilari¬ 

ous and harrowing experiences 

of the author's battle with breast 

cancer, and the concepts of vic- 

timhood and self-pity [also see 

July/August Bookshelf feature] 

(Viking, $23.95). 

Current Concepts in ACL Re¬ 

construction by Freddie H. Fu 

and Steven B. Cohen '94. This new 

textbook contains complete and 

up-to-date information about the 

surgical reconstruction of a tom 

ACL (anterior cruciate ligament), 

including details about the newer 

double-bundle procedure (SLACK, 

$179.95). 

I Don't Want To Blow You Up! 

By Ricardo Cortes '95 and F. Bow¬ 

man Hastie '91. A children's col¬ 

oring book, illustrated by draw¬ 

ings of people with terrorist- 

associated names, aims to teach 

tolerance in the age of the war 

on terror (Magic Propaganda 

Mill Books, $11). 

Irina Dimitrov, Rose Kernochan '82 
Barnard, Carmen Jo Ponce '08 

a 
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Obituaries 
_19 3 1_ 
Emil C. Fischer, architect, artist 

and academic, Peoria, Ariz., on 

March 24,2008. Fischer earned 

a B.A. and an M.S., both in ar¬ 

chitecture/planning, from the 

Architecture School in 1932 and 

1933, respectively. He had many 

jobs during the Depression, includ¬ 

ing designing sets for Broadway 

shows. In 1936, Fischer married 

Ruth Minarcik, to whom he was 

married for 62 years. In that year 

he became assistant professor of 

design at Pratt Institute. Fischer 

wrote a column for home repair 

enthusiasts for Home Craftsman 
magazine off and on for 25 years. 

During the war, he worked for 

Bell Laboratories. In 1945, Fischer 

became head of design at the Ohio 

State University; in 1955, he be¬ 

came professor and head of the 

Department of Architecture and 

Allied Arts at Kansas State Univer¬ 

sity and was central in founding 

its College of Architecture. He 

became its first dean, retiring from 

that position in 1972 but continu¬ 

ing to teach. Fischer retired from 

Kansas State in 1976 and moved 

to Sun City, Ariz. He had a fond¬ 

ness for pen and ink drawings and 

watercolors and illustrated, wrote 

and published four books, as well 

as illustrating Jubilee: The 25th 

Anniversary of Sun City. He was a 

founding member of the Sun City 

Area Historical Society. Fischer is 

survived by his sons, Craig and 

his wife, Sandra, and Keith and his 

wife, Ann; four grandchildren; and 

Obituary Submission 
Guidelines 

Columbia College Today wel¬ 
comes obituaries for College 

alumni. Please include the 
deceased's full name, date of 
death with year, class year, 

profession, and city and state 
of residence at time of death. 
Biographical information, sur¬ 
vivors' names, address(es) for 
charitable donations and high- 

quality photos (print, or 300 
dpi jpg) also may be included. 
Word limit is 200; text may be 
edited for length, clarity and 
style at editors' discretion. 

Send materials to Obituaries 
Editor, Columbia College To¬ 

day, 475 Riverside Dr., Ste 917, 
New York, NY 10115-0998 or 

to cct@columbia.edu. 

five great-grandchildren. Memorial 

contributions may be made to The 

Forum Chapel, Kansas State Uni¬ 

versity, or Cal Farley's Boys and 

Girls Ranch. 

_1 9 3 5_ 
Theodore Ley, businessman, 

Boynton Beach, Fla., on March 31, 

2008. Ley earned a B.S. as well as 

a Ph.D. in 1936 from the Engineer¬ 

ing School. Formerly of Teaneck, 

N.J., He was president of Universal 

Corrugated Box Machinery Corp., 

which he sold to Koppers Corp. 

in the late '60s. Ley was on the 

Teaneck Board of Education for 10 

years and played a prominent role 

in the racial integration of Teaneck 

schools. He is survived by his wife 

of 70 years, Clarice Weintraub Ley, 

whom he met at a Columbia frater¬ 

nity party in 1935; daughters, Bar¬ 

bara Ley Toffler, and her husband, 

Charles Powers, Diana Moser, and 

her husband, Steve, and Margaret 

Schenberg; nine grandchildren; 

five great-grandchildren; and sis¬ 

ter, Ruth Siegel. 

Erwin T. Michaelson, ob/ gyn, 

Lauderhill, Fla., on April 22,2008. 

Michaelson earned a degree in 

1935 from P&S. He was chief of 

ob/gyn. Doctors Hospital, Free¬ 

port, N.Y. Michaelson is survived 

by his daughters, Deborah M. 

Kolb, Judith, and Sandra Josloff; 

three grandchildren; and five great¬ 

grandchildren. 

M. Stephen Schwartz, retired phy¬ 

sician, New York City, on March 

2,2008. A1937 P&S alumnus, 

Schwartz retired from 54 years of 

private practice in Manhattan in 

1991 but continued caring for pa¬ 

tients at Bellevue Hospital until his 

1999 hospitalization. An assistant 

professor of clinical medicine, he 

was on the staff of NYU Medical 

Center for 55 years and on the staff 

of the New York Infirmary, Cabrini, 

Doctors and Midtown Hospitals. 

Schwartz was a retired Army colo¬ 

nel and served in WWII from April 

1941-October 1946, participating 

in the North Africa-Middle East 

and European Campaigns, land¬ 

ing on Normandy Beach DDay 

+3. He was decorated with the 

Bronze Star, Soldiers Medal, Croix 

de Guerre, New York State Con¬ 

spicuous Service Medal and Dis¬ 

tinguished Flying Cross. Schwartz 

had diverse cultural interests and 

was dedicated to his family and 

patients, encouraging of others and 

reticent about his achievements. 

He is survived by his wife of more 

than 60 years, Doris; son, Richard, 

and his wife, Jacqueline Olds; and 

two grandchildren. Memorial con¬ 

tributions may be made to Jacob 

Perlow Hospice, 1775 Broadway, 

Ste 300, New York, NY 10019. 

19 3 8 

William A. Hance '38 

William A. Hance, professor emeri¬ 

tus, Nantucket, Mass., on July 12, 

2008. Following two years with 

the Vick Chemical Co. and service 

in the Navy during WWII, Hance 

earned a Ph.D. in geography in 1949 

from GSAS; he also had earned a 

degree from the Business School in 

1941. After appointments as head 

of graduate placement and as¬ 

sistant dean at the College, Hance 

became a professor and chair of 

the Department of Geography. He 

became involved in African studies, 

writing books and articles on eco¬ 

nomic development and population 

and was one of the first to caution 

regarding the impact of popula¬ 

tion pressure in many parts of the 

continent and to assess the islandic 

character of African development. 

Hance was a consultant the State 

Department and the Office of Naval 

Research. He made numerous field 

trips to Africa from 1949-2002, often 

with his wife, Margaret, whom he 

married in 1940, including driving 

20,000 miles in 1962-63 from Cape 

Town to Dakar. As a result of this 

trip, in 1964 he wrote Geography of 
Modern Africa, a textbook still in 

use. Hance was a founding fellow, 

director and president of the Afri¬ 

can Studies Association. In 1967, 

he was named honorary fellow of 

the American Geographical Society 

and was honored by the Nigerian 

Society of Geographers for "distin¬ 

guished contributions to the science 

of geography in Africa." Hance was 

active in a number of professional 

societies; was on the Faculty Advi¬ 

sory Committees of the American 

Assembly, the Columbia Univer¬ 

sity Press, and the Smithsonian 

Institution International Program 

on Population Research as well as 

Columbia committees, including 

the University Senate. He retired 

from Columbia in 1978 and moved 

to Nantucket. Hance's wife died in 

1993. He is survived by his daugh¬ 

ters, Jean Hance Zagayko, and her 

husband, Andrew, and Bronwen 

Hance McLaughlin, and her hus¬ 

band, Elliott; four grandchildren; 

and five great grandchildren. 

Alfred R. Wollack, retired physi¬ 

cian, Woodcliff Lake, N.J., on May 

26,2008. Wollack graduated from 

NYU Medical School and served as 

a battalion surgeon in the 2nd Divi¬ 

sion, 38th Regiment of the Army. He 

served in the European Theater and 

was awarded the Bronze Star with 

Oak Leaf Cluster and the Soldier's 

Medal. Wollack had practiced medi¬ 

cine in Bergen County for 30 years, 

first in general practice in Park 

Ridge and subsequently as chief 

of anesthesia at Hackensack (N.J.) 

University Medical Center. He was 

predeceased by his wife, Eleanore, 

and sister, Carol, and is survived by 

his daughters, Pamela Anne Hill, 

and Jan; four grandchildren; and 

two great-grandchildren. Memorial 

contributions may be made to a 

charity of the donor's choice. 

19 4 0 

Martin E. Levin, book critic and 

writer. New York City, on May 21, 

2008. Levin was bom in Manhat¬ 

tan on March 18,1919. In WWII, he 

served with the Army Air Forces in 

Europe, where his duties included 

commanding a mission to Gibraltar 

to procure duty-free Scotch and 

bananas. Levin earned an M.A. in 

English and comparative literature 

in 1949 from GSAS. From the late 

1950s to the early '70s, he compiled 

a regular humor column for The 
Saturday Review, "Phoenix Nest." 

He also had regular bylines in The 
Times Book Review from 1958-85 and 

reviewed as many as a half-dozen 

books in a sitting. Originally titled 

"Reader's Report," the column first 

appeared in 1961; it concluded in 

1977 under the name "New & Nov¬ 

el." In his 27-year association with 

the Times, Levin is estimated to have 

read and reported on more than 

3,000 books, including a memorable 

column on April 7,1963, when, after 

a 114-day newspaper strike, he re¬ 

viewed 38 books at once. He wrote 

and edited books, as well. Levin is 

survived by a son, Edmund '82, '91 

SIPA; daughter, Andrea; and two 
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grandchildren. His wife, the former 

Selene Holzman, whom he married 

in 1947, died in 2000. 

Augustin W. Schatzel, retired 

engineer, Phoenixville, Pa., on 

May 2,2008. Schatzel earned a B.S. 

in chemical engineering in 1941 

from the Engineering School and 

was a member of varsity crew. He 

coached crew at Marietta College 

while he lived in Marietta, Ohio. 

Schatzel then moved to Wayne, 

Pa., where he began a 27-year em¬ 

ployment with Rohm & Haas in 

Philadelphia, and also was judge 

of Philadelphia's Dad Vail Regatta. 

He is survived by his wife, Flossie; 

children, Claudia Minicozzi, and 

her husband, Val, Tom, Janice Bal- 

son, and her husband, John, Nancy 

Blain, and her husband, Paul, Teresa 

McEldowney, and her husband, 

Todd, and Mary Jo Duckett, and 

her husband. Bill; 18 grandchildren; 

nine great-grandchildren; sister, 

Catherine; and brother, Paul. He 

was predeceased by a son. Bob. Me¬ 

morial contributions may be made 

to Jefferson Hospice. 

19 4 1 

Edmund A. Leonard, scientist 

and professor, Brewster, Mass., on 

March 1,2008. Bom in the Bronx on 

April 5,1919, Leonard grew up in 

Yonkers, where he graduated from 

Gorton H.S. as valedictorian. He at¬ 

tended the College on scholarship, 

majoring in chemical engineering, 

and earned an M.A. in chemical 

engineering in 1948 from the En¬ 

gineering School. While serving in 

tire Navy as a lieutenant, Leonard 

attended the Japanese Language 

School at the University of Colo¬ 

rado. He became fluent, and follow¬ 

ing his service as a translator re¬ 

turned to New York, where he was 

a chemist for Alexander Smith Car¬ 

pets. He worked for General Foods 

from 1956-84, where he became 

chief scientist, and was an adjunct 

professor of food science at Cornell; 

he authored textbooks on packag¬ 

ing. Leonard was the president of 

the Packaging Institute and was 

active in the World Trade Organiza¬ 

tion and the United Nations Indus¬ 

trial Development Organization. 

He traveled throughout the world 

and was an avid stamp collector. 

Leonard was a member of Christ 

Church Episcopal since 1993 and 

was an usher. He was predeceased 

by his wife, Aileen, and is survived 

by his sons, Donald, and his wife, 

Lorraine, and Kenneth, and his 

wife, Janet; daughter, Gwendolyn; 

and three grandchildren. 

19 4 3 

Henry F. Jacobius, ophthalmolo¬ 

gist, Boca Raton, Fla., on May 14, 

2008. Jacobius attended Franklin 

School and New York Medical 

College. He served in the Army 

during WWII, attaining the rank 

of captain. Jacobius practiced in 

Easton, Pa., for 32 years. He is sur¬ 

vived by his wife, Helen; children, 

Laura Little and Robert; and five 

grandchildren. He was prede¬ 

ceased by a son, Henry Jr. Memo¬ 

rial contributions may be made to 

The Haven, 21441 Boca Rio Rd., 

Boca Raton, FL 33433 or Hospice 

by the Sea, 1531W. Palmetto Park 

Rd., Boca Raton, FL 33486. 

George S. Leopold, retired engineer, 

Pasadena, Calif., on June 2,2008. 

Leopold entered the College with 

the Class of 1943 but instead earned 

a B.S. and an M.S. in 1943 and 1947, 

respectively, from the Engineering 

School. Soon after WWII began, he 

enlisted in the Navy, was assigned 

to a Navy construction battalion 

and served in the Pacific Theatre, 

principally in the Philippines and 

Guam. When the war ended, Leo¬ 

pold commenced his civilian career, 

joining a large engineering firm 

headquartered in New York. Soon 

thereafter, he was recalled by the 

Navy for what turned out to be two 

more years covering the Korean 

War. In 1953, Leopold made final 

his retirement from the Navy and 

made his home in Pasadena. There, 

he resumed his engineering career, 

working for a firm in Pasadena until 

his 1982 retirement. 

Gordon W. Wood, retired business 

owner. South Hadley, Mass., on 

April 9,2008. Wood was bom in 

New Brunswick, N.J., on August 

23,1921, and was a graduate of the 

Trinity School in New York. He 

entered with the Class of 1943 but 

due to WWn graduated in 1948 

from the Engineering School with 

a degree in civil engineering. Wood 

enlisted in the Army Air Force, was 

a 2nd Lieutenant Navigator on a 

B17 on the infamous Sdiweinfurt 

raid, was shot down over Germany 

and was in prison camp until V-E 

Day. He became owner and CEO of 

the Rule Construction Co., succeed¬ 

ing his father, Walter. The Wood 

family, of which his father was 

the ninth generation in the United 

States, came to Mendon, Mass., 

from Essex County, England, in 

1654. Wood is survived by his wife 

of 28 years, Daisy Shenholm; and 

daughters, Leslie and Pamela. Me¬ 

morial contributions may be made 

to Hospice Life Care, 113 Hampden 

St., Holyoke, MA 01040. 

19 4 5 

Thomas G. "George" Hicks, 

retired business owner. Hunting- 

ton, N.Y., on March 12,2008. As 

a sophomore, Hicks was chosen 

by classmates to captain the 1943 

cross-country team. He owned 

Bennett Medical Supply for more 

than 40 years. Hicks is survived by 

his wife, Lee; sons, Tom and David; 

and eight grandchildren. 

19 4 7 

George W. Cooper, attorney, 

Stamford, Conn., on May 22,2008. 

Cooper was bom in Elizabeth, N.J., 

on November 19,1927. He gradu¬ 

ated from Abraham Lincoln H.S. in 

Brooklyn in 1943 and from the Law 

School in 1950. Cooper practiced 

as an attorney and was a widely 

regarded specialist in international 

corporate and intellectual property 

law. He worked for the late Steven 

Ladas as an associate and later for 

Penny & Edmonds in New York 

City. In 1960, Cooper joined Avon 

Products as its first international 

attorney. He was corporate v.p. 

there, heading up its international 

legal department, until his retire¬ 

ment in 1979. Thereafter, Cooper 

was in private practice, specializing 

in trademark and unfair competi¬ 

tion law, principally with the then- 

Stamford-based firm of Grimes & 

Battersby. He retired from G&B 

in 2001 but practiced law until his 

death. Cooper authored the first in¬ 

ternational volume of the Trademark 
Law Handbook for the International 

Trademark Association in 1994. He 

was a generous supporter of chari¬ 

ties and humanitarian organiza¬ 

tions and loved music and the arts. 

Cooper was most proud of his role 

as president of the Harmony Ridge 

Brass Center, headquartered in Cor¬ 

nish Flats, N.H. He was his class' 

CCT Class Notes correspondent for 

more than three decades. Cooper is 

survived by his wife, Isolde Kurz 

Cooper; son, Daniel; and daughter 

and son from a previous marriage, 

Julia Parzen and Richard. 

19 4 8 

Fred Bracilano Sr. '48 

Fred Bracilano Sr., retired minister, 

Columbus, Ohio, on January 27, 

2008. Bracilano was bom in New 

York City on May 1,1927. He 

graduated from Benjamin Frank- 

lyn H.S. and was accepted at the 

College at 16. After a brief service 

in the Navy, he returned to school 

and received his B.A. in economics. 

After college, Bracilano trained as 

a store manager for Lemer Depart¬ 

ment Stores. He managed stores in 

Allentown, Jacksonville, New Ha¬ 

ven, Miami and Cincinnati. At 46, 

Bracilano retired from Lemer and 

enrolled in the Methodist Theologi¬ 

cal Seminary in Delaware, Ohio. 

He began his ministry with the 

West Ohio Methodist Conference, 

serving five churches in 25 years. 

Bracilano enjoyed playing bridge 

and traveling. He was active in the 

United Nations Chapter of Colum¬ 

bus and the Methodist Federation 

for social action on issues of justice, 

peace and liberation. Bracilano is 

survived by his wife of 58 years, 

Dottie; four children; and seven 

grandchildren. 

Nicholas Nappi, retired minister, 

Patchogue, N.Y., on August 19, 

2007. Nappi earned a master's of 

divinity from Union Theological 

Seminary in 1951. He was ordained 

an elder in The United Methodist 

Church in 1955 and served church¬ 

es in Hicksville, N.Y. Nappi was in¬ 

volved in all parts of ministry and 

especially enjoyed working with 

the youth, teaching Bible studies 

and preaching Biblically-based 

sermons. He supported the Civil 

Rights movement and took part in 

Martin Luther King Jr.'s marches 

on Washington in die 1960s. With 

the local Roman Catholic Church 

in Bridgeport, Nappi organized a 

Vacation Bible School for neigh¬ 

borhood children. At Bay Shore, 

he was a founder of the Interfaith 

Clergy Association. Nappi enjoyed 

gardening, fresh-water fishing, 

playing sports, especially soccer, 

and woodworking. He also en¬ 

joyed church music, especially J.S. 

Bach, going to as many concerts as 

possible, and singing in the choir. 

Nappi is survived by his wife, 

Dorothea; children, Christopher, 

Jonathan, Mark, Suzanne and 

Elisabeth; and three grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may be 

sent to American Parkinson's Dis¬ 

ease Association, 135 Parkinson 

Ave., Staten Island, NY 10305. 

_1 9 4 9_ 
Frank J. Mackain, retired trader 

and investment adviser. Salt Lake 

City, Utah, on March 24,2008. 

Mackain was bom in Mt. Tabor, 

N.J., on June 27,1925. WWII inter¬ 

rupted his college plans, and after 

many heroic acts, including one 

earning him the Bronze Star for 

Bravery, he returned to graduate. 

Mackain then embarked on a suc¬ 

cessful career spanning more than 

50 years as a Wall Street trader 

and investment adviser. Choos¬ 

ing to spend his retirement years 

where he vacationed at Alta, he left 

his home state for Salt Lake City, 

where he was an avid skier and 

golfer and on one occasion shot a 

hole-in-one. Mackain is survived 
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by his sister-in-law. Alba, niece. 

Liana Griffiths; and nephew, Mark. 

Richard D. "Dick" Schnaidt, sales 

engineer, Montvale, N.J., on April 

9,2008. Schnaidt was chief quarter¬ 

master in the Navy and a WWII 

veteran. He worked for Automatic 

Switch Co. and after retirement 

for John N. Felinger Co. Schnaidt 

was an active parishioner of Our 

Lady of Mercy Church for more 

than 55 years and was a founding 

member of RENEW International. 

He was predeceased by his wife, 

Helen, in 2005, and is survived by 

his children, Richard, Daniel '74, '77 

Arts, Thomas, Kathleen Christiano, 

Susan Bright and Patricia '87 and 

their spouses; and 14 grandchildren, 

including Laura Tucker Schnaidt 

'06. Memorial contributions may be 

made to RENEW International. 

_1 9 5 0_ 
Frederick R. Wilkens, retired as¬ 

sistant principal, Smithfield, Va., 

on March 3,2007. Wilkens was 

assistant principal at the middle 

school in Farmingdale, N.Y. He 

was an avid collector of Civil War 

memorabilia and was president of 

the Antique Arms Club of Long 

Island for more than 20 years. In 

2006, Wilkens moved to Smithfield 

with his wife of 53 years. He also is 

survived by two children and five 

grandchildren. 

19 5 1 

Jerome J. Botkin, physician, San 

Francisco, on April 15,2008. Bom 

in Yonkers on October 29,1929, 

Botkin graduated from the College 

as a regent scholar and earned his 

medical degree from NYU. He was 

an intern and resident at Montefiore 

Hospital in the Bronx and then 

served two years in the U.S. Navy 

Public Health Service in Puerto 

Rico. Botkin moved to San Fran¬ 

cisco in 1959 and was chief resident 

at Mt. Zion Hospital, and began his 

practice in internal medicine. He 

was on the Mt. Zion Medical Board 

and was chief of staff during the 

U.CS.F./Mt. Zion Hospital merger. 

Botkin is survived by his wife of 

almost 44 years, Meryl; children, 

Deborah, and David and his wife, 

Lee Anna; and three grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to Brain Tumor Research, c/o 

UCSF Foundation, PO Box 45339, 

San Francisco, CA 94145-0339. 

_1 9 5 3_ 
Ronald M. Linsky, physician 

and professor, Delray Beach, Fla., 

on May 14,2008. Linsky earned 

a degree in 1957 from P&S and 

was assistant professor of breast 

surgery at North Shore Univer¬ 

sity Hospital at Manhasset. He is 

survived by his wife of 52 years, 

Muriel; children, Allison, Hillary 

Hudesman, Alexander and Pam 

Linsky, and Harrison and Hilary 

Linsky; and 10 grandchildren. Me¬ 

morial contributions may be made 

to Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 

Fund or Manhasset Women's Co¬ 

alition against Breast Cancer, PO 

Box 1007, Manhasset, NY 11030. 

Burton E. Lipman, retired senior 

executive. East Brunswick, N.J., on 

February 19,2007. Bom in San Fran¬ 

cisco, Lipman resided in Queens 

before moving to East Brunswick 

48 years ago. He was an execu¬ 

tive at large consumer products 

companies including Johnson & 

Johnson, American Home Products, 

Lever Bros, and Lehman Paint, and 

most recently was president of Bell 

Publishing and Portable X-Ray 

Service. He also authored a number 

of books on business. An avid pho¬ 

tographer, Lipman was a member 

of the Raritan Photography Society 

and the Cranbury Digital Photog¬ 

raphy Qub, and a number of his 

photographs appeared in national 

publications. Surviving are his wife 

of 53 years, Diane Goldwasser Lip¬ 

man; daughters, Michele Fusillo, 

and her husband, Tom, Rortni Slaff, 

and her husband, Marc, and Joanne 

Lipman Distler, and her husband, 

Tom; brother, Sidney, and his wife, 

Dora; and seven grandchildren. Me¬ 

morial contributions may be made 

to Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 

Foundation, PO Box 5005, LBJ 

Freeway, Ste 250, Dallas, TX 75244 

or Breastcancer.org Gifts, 111 Forrest 

Ave., 1R, Narbefh, PA 19072. 

_1 9 5 4_ 
Richard A. Lomakin, builder and 

real estate company owner, Union, 

N.J., on May 15,2008. Lomakin 

graduated from Millbum H.S. and 

earned a B.S. in business admin¬ 

istration. He served in the Army 

for two years and held the rank 

of sergeant. After his tour of duty, 

Lomakin worked as a builder for 

many years before starting his own 

real estate company. He was for¬ 

merly married to Rose Mann and 

is survived by his sons, Richard, 

Gary and Kevin; brothers, Paul and 

Victor; sister, Marion Liwonchuck; 

and fiancee, Janet Kuhn. Memorial 

contributions may be made to the 

American Diabetes Association, 

Center Pointe II, Ste 103,1160 Route 

22 East, Bridgewater, NJ 08807. 

Charles Nechemias, physician, 

New York City, on September 

17,2007. Nechemias was former 

chief of the Mount Sinai Diabetes 

Clinic and past president of Temple 

Shaaray Tefila. He is survived by his 

sisters and brothers-in-law, Davida 

Nechemias Rubel, and her hus¬ 

band, Mark, and Abby Levingson 

Levine, and her husband, Robert; 

and a number of nieces, nephews. 

grandnieces and grandnephews. 

He was predeceased by his wife, 

Jill Levingson Nechemias. Memo¬ 

rial contributions may be made to 

Temple Shaaray Tefila in NYC. 

19 5 5 

Richard E. "Dick" Koemer, retired 

benefits manager, Greenwich, 

Conn., on April 24,2008. Koemer 

was bom in Greenwich, graduated 

from Greenwich H.S. and most re¬ 

cently was employed by the Town 

of Greenwich Recreation Board. 

Through his life he was a member 

of the Greenwich Jaycees, Byram 

Rotary club and the Greenwich 

Umpires Association. Koemer was 

an avid sports fan and proudly 

supported his children and grand¬ 

children by attending various 

sporting events. He is survived by 

his wife, June; daughters, Linda 

Turbert, and her husband, Kevin, 

Laura Noe, and her husband, 

Doug, and Lisa Ferguson, and 

her husband, Jim; and five grand¬ 

daughters. He was predeceased by 

a sister, Ruth Munson, and brother, 

Ralph. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the American 

Cancer Society, 372 Danbury Rd., 

Wilton, CT 06897. 

_1 9 5 9_ 
David Z. Kitay, physician, Or¬ 

mond Beach, Fla., on March 10, 

2008. Kitay was bom on October 3, 

1938, in Paterson, N.J. At the Col¬ 

lege, he majored in fine arts and 

zoology, then graduated from the 

NYU School of Medicine in 1963, 

with honors. Kitay served in the 

Air Force as a major from 1968-70. 

He did an internal medicine intern¬ 

ship at Barnes Hospital, St. Louis; 

an ob / gyn residency at Case West¬ 

ern Reserve University, Cleveland; 

was associate professor in the 

Department of Obstetrics and Gy¬ 

necology at the University of South 

Alabama College of Medicine; and 

was staff ob / gyn at the University 

of South Alabama Medical Center, 

Mobile. Kitay also was director 

of the Obstetrics Hematology 

Clinic and contributed more than 

45 articles to various professional 

journals. A serious student of he¬ 

matologic problems in pregnancy 

for more than 23 years, he was 

former consulting editor for The 
Journal of Reproductive Medicine, and 

consulted on many hematology 

problems in pregnancy through¬ 

out the country. Kitay received 

many awards and held a number 

of professional appointments. He 

is survived by his wife, DeAnn; 

son, Benjamin, and his wife, Bon¬ 

nie; daughter, Teresa; stepson, 

Scott Wells; stepdaughter, LeAnn 

Klajn, and her husband, Denis; 

two grandchildren; one step- 

grandchild; and sisters, Naomi 

and Isabel. Memorial contributions 

may be made to Hospice, Florida 

Hospital of Ormond Beach. 

19 6 0 

Cormac H. Ryan, retired business¬ 

man, Plano, Texas, on May 9,2008. 

Ryan was a retired Army sergeant 

and businessman and was active 

in his church. He is survived by his 

wife, Christina; sons, Christopher, 

Scott and Gregory; daughter-in-law, 

Billi Jean; and two granddaughters. 

19 6 1 

Albert J. Moulfair, educator, Har¬ 

risburg, Pa., on December 12,2007. 

Moulfair earned a master's from 

Yale and had worked at York Col¬ 

lege, Penn State and Harrisburg 

Area Community College. He is 

survived by a brother, William; 

sister-in-law, Gabriele; and nephew. 

19 6 3 

Bobb C. Vladeck '63 

Bobb C. Vladeck, general surgeon, 

Monroe, N.Y., on April 19,2008. 

Vladeck was bom in New York 

City and attended Stuyvesant H.S. 

He was chief of surgery at Good 

Samaritan Hospital in Rockland 

County, N.Y., where he practiced 

since 1974, when he moved to 

Rockland County with his family. 

Vladeck trained at Albert Einstein 

College of Medicine, did his resi¬ 

dency at Mt. Sinai and served in the 

Navy at Chelsea Naval Hospital in 

Boston. He was a founding mem¬ 

ber of the American Association 

of Breast Surgeons and a fellow of 

the American College of Surgeons. 

Vladeck was instrumental in 

opening Good Samaritan's Active 

International Cardiovascular Insti¬ 

tute and received the Sister Joseph 

Rita Award for Medical Excellence 

in 1999. An avid nature lover, he 

is survived by his wife, Cheryl; 

children, Andrew '92, Michael, and 

Naomi and her husband, Eric Put¬ 

ter; two grandchildren; and sisters, 

Susan C., and Amy V. Heinrich '76 

GSAS, '77 GSAS, '80 GSAS. Memo¬ 

rial contributions may be made to 

the American Cancer Society. 

19 6 7 

Canute E. Dalmasse, retired en¬ 

vironmental executive, Stowe, 

Vt., on February 26,2008. Bom in 
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New York City on March 7,1944, 

Dalmasse graduated with a B.A. in 

English. From 1968-70, he served 

in Vietnam with the Army, 101st 

Airborne. Following his discharge, 

he moved to Vermont. Dalmasse 

was an environmental steward for 

36 years at the Vermont Agency 

of Natural Resources and for four 

years was commissioner of the 

Vermont Department of Environ¬ 

mental Conservation. Following 

that, he was for seven years deputy 

secretary at the Vermont Agency of 

Natural Resources, retiring in 2007. 

Dalmasse enjoyed sailing on the 

south shore of Long Island, boat¬ 

ing on Lake Champlain, was an 

avid fisherman and duck hunter, 

enjoyed alpine skiing and was an 

accomplished guitarist. He is sur¬ 

vived by his wife of 36 years, Diane; 

sons, Leighton and Canute; sisters, 

Denise Dalmasse, and her husband, 

Robert Johnson, and Deborah 

Dalmasse, and her husband, Dana 

Hickling; brother, Christopher; a 

niece; and four nephews. Memorial 

contributions may be made to Ver¬ 

mont River Conservancy, 29 Main 

St., Ste 11, Montpelier VT 05602. 

19 6 9 

Andrew Van Nes, v.p.. New York 

City, on June 1,2008. Van Nes at¬ 

tended Fieldston School. After 

college, he co-founded a success¬ 

ful magazine for students. College 
Monthly, and then went on to a 

career as an advertising executive 

at Grey, McCann-Erikson, and 

Doyle, Dane & Bembach. He left 

business early to travel the world, 

pursuing his deep interest in other 

cultures. Van Nes is survived by 

his siblings, Hans, Gordon, Nick, 

Heidi, and Bretta Lundell; and 12 

nieces and nephews. Memorial 

contributions may be made to 

Kind Heart Rescue of Monmouth- 

Ocean, Attn.: Dachshund Rescue 

Medical, 3 Hyacinth Ct., Cream 

Ridge, NJ 08514. 

19 7 4 

Jeffrey S. Rosecan, physician. 

New York City, on May 6,2008. 

Rosecan was born in St. Louis on 

April 14,1952. He earned a degree 

from P&S in 1978, where he later 

became associate professor. Rose¬ 

can served his internship at Lenox 

Hill Hospital and was a resident 

and chief resident in psychiatry at 

Columbia/NewYork Presbyterian 

and its affiliate. New York State 

Psychiatric Institute. He became 

known worldwide for his early 

work in treating cocaine addiction. 

As a psychiatric resident at P&S, 

Rosecan was interested in heart 

research and the risk factor of Type 

A behavior. He interviewed execu¬ 

tives in their 30s, 40s and 50s; one 

had a cocaine problem and had 

not told his internist. The patient 

OTHER DEATHS REPORTED 

Columbia College Today also has learned of the deaths of the following alumni. Complete obituaries 

will be published in the next issue, pending receipt of information and space considerations. 

1933 Albert J. Toering, Lake Worth, Fla., on November 8,2007. Toering entered with the Class of 1933 but 

earned a B.S. and a Ph.D., the latter in mining engineering, in 1934 from the Engineering School. 

1934 Evald H. Gasstrom, business executive. White Plains, N.Y., on June 26,2008. 

1935 Hunter Meighan, attorney, Mamaroneck, N.Y., on June 9,2008. 

1936 Francis D. "Frank" Milner, retired teacher, coach and director of athletics, Sarasota, Ha., on May 17,2008. 

Oscar D. Ratnoff, physician, Cleveland on May 20,2008. Ratnoff earned a degree in 1939 from P&S. 

1938 Morton Albert, retired builder. Plantation, Fla., on June 17,2008. 

1939 Howard K. Komahrens, retired v.p.. South Bristol, Maine, on July 14,2008. 

1940 Rene P. Manes, retired CPA, professor and dean, Tallahassee, Fla., on June 15,2008. 

1942 Arthur R. Albohn, Whippany, N.J., on June 29,2008. Albohn earned a B.S. in 1943 from the Engineer¬ 

ing School. 

Howard E. Phillips, retired engineer, Melbourne, Fla., on June 12,2008. 

1944 Charles L. Brieant Jr., judge, Ossining, N.Y., on July 20,2007. Brieant earned a degree in 1949 from 

the Law School. 

1945 Feodor S. Kovalchuk, pastor, Canfield, Ohio, on April 22,2008. 

1947 William C. Brigham, Cataula, Ga., on October 5,2006. 

1948 Carlo P. Crocetti, retired director. Western, N.Y., on June 23,2008. Crocetti earned an M.A. and a 

Ph.D., both in psychology, in 1949 and 1951, respectively, from GSAS. 

Anthony S. Harrison, Mount Dora, Fla., on June 3,2008. 

1949 James P. Cooney, retired colonel, Niceville, Fla., on May 3,2008. 

1951 Joseph R. McCormick, v.p. of sales and marketing, Cocoa Beach, Ha., on April 12,2008. McCormick 

earned a B.S. in 1951 from the Engineering School as well as a degree in 1958 from the Business School. 

1952 Plato Chan, Philadelphia, on January 18,2008. 

Eugene A. "Gene" Manfrini, musician, Queensbury, N.Y., on June 23,2008. 

1953 Norman Marcus, attorney. New York City, on June 30,2008. 

1954 Bernard L. Varney, retired insurance and IRS agent, Memphis, on May 14,2008. 

1957 Michael E. Bemiker, music producer, Hillsdale, N.Y., on July 25,2008. 

Joel M. Schwartz, Nyack, N.Y., on July 25,2008. Schwartz earned a B.S. in electrical engineering in 

1958 from the Engineering School. 

1960 Ernest E. Sawin, retired project manager, Rochester, Mich., on April 4,2008. Sawin earned a B.S. in 

chemical engineering in 1961 from the Engineering School. 

1963 Thomas W. Twele, physician, Anniston, Ala., on March 20,2008. 

1964 Brian H. Saffer, Summit, N.J., on June 2,2003. 

1966 Robert D. Caldwell, publishing executive, San Antonio, Texas, on July 10,2008. 

1969 Robert S. Norman, copy editor and musician, Lawrence, N.J., on May 4,2008. 

1978 Peter Christopher, associate professor, Statesboro, Ga., on April 15,2008. 

1980 David E. Magee, financial expert and executive, Wenatchee, Wash., on June 13,2008. 

became seriously depressed, and 

Rosecan put him on anti-depres¬ 

sion medication. The patient noted 

he was feeling better but that he 

had lost his taste for cocaine. Rose¬ 

can had several more successes in 

this arena and presented his data at 

the World Congress of Psychiatry 

in Vienna in July 1983. He was 

written up in Time, Newsweek, 
Reader's Digest and many newspa¬ 

pers; appeared on numerous TV 

shows; and was a guest psychia¬ 

trist at Betty Ford Center. Rosecan 

practiced psychiatry in Manhattan 

and lived in Manhattan and East 

Hampton, N.Y. He loved wind 

surfing, fishing, boating, art and 

baseball. Rosecan is survived by 

his wife of 23 years, Barbara Gross; 

sons, Sam and Andy; mother, Ruth 

Portman Steele; brothers, Lauren, 

and Arthur and his wife, Janet; 

sister, Deborah Rosecan, and her 

husband, Aaron Linder; as well as 

in-laws, nephews, uncles, aunts 

and nieces. 

_1 9 7 9_ 
Jordan M. Wright, museum 

founder, attorney, photographer 

and author. New York City, on 

May 11,2008. Wright founded of 

the Museum of Democracy, and 

his collection of political memora¬ 

bilia, considered among the finest 

private collections in the United 

States, is on loan to the Museum of 

the City of New York for an exhibi¬ 

tion that runs through December. A 

graduate of Vanderbilt Law School, 

he became an attorney in Pennsyl¬ 

vania and New York, and also was 

a photographer. Wright's photos 

of New Guinea were shown under 

the auspices of the Smithsonian 

Museums and displayed through¬ 

out the United States and many 

parts of the world. Through his 

company, Volo, Wright published 

the magazine Pacific Arts. He also 

authored a book. Campaigning for 
President, published by HarperCol- 

lins in January. Wright is survived 

by his parents, Faith-Dorian and 

Martin; sister, Ingrid; a nephew; 

and a niece. 

Lisa Palladino 

o 
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Bernard Queneau '32, '33E writes: 
"In May, my wife, Esther, and I 
flew to New York to celebrate my 
75th class reunion from the School 
of Engineering. Then in June, we 
flew to San Francisco to watch 
our grandson, Scott Hunnicutt, 
graduate from UC Davis. While 
out West, we toured national parks 
including Yosemite, Bryce Canyon, 
Zion and the Grand Canyon. Not 
bad for a 96-year-old!" 

Seth Neugroschl 

1349 Lexington Ave. 
New York, NY 10028 

sn23@columbia.edu 

Recently, in a medical waiting 
room, I saw a familiar-looking face 
I couldn't place, until I remem¬ 
bered a New York Times article, with 
a "Dr. Jeremiah Stamler, Columbia 
1940" photo — which I had seen 
just twice — in the Times, and in 
a subsequently located bio on the 
American Medical Association Jour¬ 
nal's Web site. 

Jerry confirmed that I wasn't 
mistaken, and we had a warm, brief 
chat; he assured me that at 89, he 
was still researching and publishing. 

At the time the article appeared, 
a couple of years ago, I had asked 
Jim Knight — with a vacation 
home in Sag Harbor, Long Island 
— to track down, unsuccessfully, a 
Dr. Jeremiah Stamler, a classmate, 
exact address unknown — who 
had moved there. There had been 
the stunning article about him in 
The New York Times, and a glowing 
2004 bio of him on the AMA site. I 
had not known him during college, 
and he wasn't in our yearbook. 

The AMA bio opened with, "If 
preventive medicine is one of the 
keys to living a long and produc¬ 
tive life, one of the field's most 
influential proponents, Jeremiah 
Stamler M.D. serves as a prime 
example of its benefits. At an age 
when many people are entering 
their third decade of retirement, 
the 85-year-old Stamler, founding 
chair and professor emeritus of the 
department of preventive medicine 
at Northwestern University's Fein- 
berg School of Medicine in Chi¬ 
cago, continues to elucidate how 
modifying risk factors can improve 
health. This year alone, Stamler has 

published 10 journal articles and 
monographs, adding to the more 
than 1,000 he has authored or co¬ 
authored since a 1949 publication 
on 'the effect of a low fat diet on 
the spontaneously occurring arte¬ 
riosclerosis of the chicken.'" 

According to the Times write-up, 
"Stamler's name is synonymous 
with preventive cardiology. He has 
been at the forefront of efforts to 
identify the risk factors for cardio¬ 
vascular diseases and to establish 
the concept that heart disease, 
strokes and sudden cardiac deaths 
can be prevented through measures 
people can control... better diets, 
regular exercise and not smoking." 

A third article summarized, 
"The spirit imbuing the work of 
Dr. Stamler is a deep concern for 
human welfare, for the prevention 
of unnecessary disease, and the 
prolongation of healthy life. This 
same spirit has made his name 
synonymous also with preserva¬ 
tion of civil liberties, international 
cooperation among scientists of all 
countries and efforts to avoid the 
catastrophe of nuclear holocaust." 

Widowed in 1998, Jerry is re¬ 
married; he and his wife, Gloria 
— friends since childhood — enjoy 
attending concerts and the theater, 
and spending time at her home in 
Sag Harbor, N.Y., and their resi¬ 
dence in southern Italy. 

| Robert Zucker 

29 The Birches 
I Roslyn, NY 11576 

rzucker@optonline.net 

Stan Gotliffe has retired from his 
long service as our class corres¬ 
pondent. We appreciate that he 
had kept us so well informed these 
many years. As Stan's successor, I 
look forward to your e-mails with 
news of your activities. 

March was a sad month with the 
demise of four of our classmates: 
Dr. Norman Blackman, Roland 

Brownlee and Dr. Lou Selverstone 

[see July/August Obituaries] and 
Edmund Leonard [see Obituaries]. 

Norman was not only a promi¬ 
nent cardiologist, a WWII army 
chief of medical services at Fort 
George Wright and president of the 
Medical Society of the State of New 
York, but also a skilled pianist, an 
author and the patent holder for 
several medical devices. 

Doug Gruber writes from Sun 
City, Fla., of the cathartic and 
pleasurable experience of writ¬ 
ing and publishing a memoir of 

roughly the first 30 years of his life. 
Included are memories of growing 
up in Brooklyn, College and Jour¬ 
nalism days and WWII sea duty 
in the Navy. He recalls his lifelong 
friendships with Quent Brown, 

Hal Whittemore, Ray Raimondi 

and Joe Canning '42, all of whom 
have passed on. 

Gene Sosin, former president of 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 
advises that his book. Sparks of 
Liberty: An Insider's Memoir of Radio 
Liberty, is available in a Russian 
translation and can be downloaded 
on the Radio Free Europe Web 
site. Gene feels the current return 
to authoritarianism in Russia un¬ 
derscores the importance of Radio 
Liberty's continuing promotion of 
democracy. 

Yours truly recently returned 
from Berlin and Israel, and my 
family has been pushing me 
to write my memoirs. Perhaps 
Doug's experience will inspire me. 
I recently have been presented 
with my 10th great-grandchild, so I 
will have a ready-made readership. 

Melvin Hershkowitz 

3 Regency Plaza, 
Apt. 1001-E 

Providence, RI02903 

DRMEL23@cox.net 

I was sorry to note the death in 
Boca Raton, Fla., of Dr. Henry Ja- 
cobius '43, on May 14. Henry and 
your correspondent were boyhood 
friends, spending several summers 
together at a camp in the Berkshires. 
We were on the baseball team, 
where I was a pitcher and Henry a 
left-handed catcher (a rarity) with 
a strong arm. Henry received his 
M.D. at New York Medical College 
and became an ophthalmologist. He 
practiced in Easton, Pa., for 32 years 
before his retirement. Henry's older 
brother, Herman, also a doctor, was 
killed in WWII at Arnhem, when he 
jumped into combat with the 82nd 
Airborne Division. [See Obituaries.] 

Bob Kaufman attended a crew 
luncheon at the Columbia Boat 
House on June 2, where he met 
our coach, Mike Zimmer, and had 
a chance to see the Blackwell Cup 
Trophy, which our crew won this 
year, defeating Yale and Penn, for 
the first time since 1941. The inter¬ 
vening 67 years did nothing to dim 
Bob's memories of that notable vic¬ 
tory, when he was the coxswain of 
the Columbia crew, which included 
the late John Grunow, who became 
Major John Grunow of the 8th Air 

Force, lead pilot in many bombing 
raids over Europe before being shot 
down and spending two years in a 
POW camp in Germany. 

Bob told me that the modem 
crew shells are full of astounding 
advances, including a microphone 
rather than a megaphone for the 
coxswain, and electronic receivers 
for each oarsman as well as a small 
device beneath the middle of the 
shell to calculate speed through 
the water. The old wooden oars 
have disappeared, replaced by 
composites with a hatchet-shaped 
blade to help propel the shell faster 
than ever. This Columbia varsity 
crew was invited to participate in 
the world-famous Henley Regatta 
in England in July [see Around the 
Quads]. Compliments to coach 
Zimmer and our Lion oarsmen. 
Stroke! Stroke! Stroke! 

Bill Mazzarella, who is retired 
in Oceanside, Calif., sent me a nice 
note on May 21, describing a recent 
trip he took on the Queen Mary 
II with his beautiful girlfriend, 
Marguerit Moore, who was born 
and raised in Paris. Bill told me 
the captain of the QMII appeared 
at dinner one night, wearing two 
medals, but these were no match 
for Bill's eight medals, including 
the Bronze Star and the Silver Star, 
earned as a Marine Corps Officer 
in six combat operations in WWII 
and Korea. Bill served in the Ma¬ 
rines from 1942-56 and then was 
a revenue agent for the IRS before 
his retirement. We salute Bill's 
courage and bravery, and wish him 
many more happy trips on land 
and sea with Marguerit. 

Our Alumni Office notified me 
of the death of Sidney Furie's wife, 
Helen, on May 29 in Greenwich, 
Conn. Sidney was in one of Pro¬ 
fessor Dwight Miner's literature 
seminars with me, and I remember 
him as an excellent student with an 
interest in the social, racial, educa¬ 
tional and economic problems of 
our society. Sidney earned a degree 
from the New York School of Social 
Work in 1948 and had a long career 
in that field before his retirement. I 
send my personal condolences, and 
those of all classmates, to Sidney, 
who is retired in Riverside, Conn. 

On May 15,1 had another inter¬ 
esting letter from Frank Tobey II, 

who asked that some of the con¬ 
tents be kept confidential. I honor 
that request, but can reveal that 
Frank has some medical tradition 
in his family. His late father was a 
physician in family practice from 
1916-66, and his older brother ('36 
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Penn and '40 Penn Medical School) 

also was a doctor and served 33 

months as a medical officer in the 

Pacific Theatre in WWII. In a previ¬ 

ous CCT entry, I described Frank as 

a Luddite, because he does not use 

a computer. He now reveals that he 

uses an IBM Wheelwriter 1000 by 

Lexmark, which has some "com- 

puter-like" features. Frank, we give 

you credit for that, and you may 

consider yourself an ex-Luddite. 

Hope to see some of you at our 

Homecoming football game versus 

Princeton on Saturday, October 4. 

Meanwhile, keep well, and send 

me news and your comments on 

Columbia and the world at large. 

Connie Maniatty 

Citi 

650 5th Ave., 24th Floor 

New York, NY 10019 

connie.s.maniatty@ 

citigroup.com 

Bernie Weisberger writes: "[I am] 

subbing for Connie Maniatty as 

class correspondent just for this 

issue, and letting you all know 

about the 65th reunion of our class, 

attended by five hardy old-timers: 

Floyd Hasselriis '43E, Joseph Kel¬ 

ly, Herbert Sandick, Bob Greene 

and myself. 

"There may have been others, 

but they were not at the one formal 

event — a joint luncheon with the 

Class of 1948 — and hence not in 

the class picture. Alvin Yudkoff 

had signed up but was a no-show. 

Bob and I had a mutual friend in 

Carl Viggiani, and we telephoned 

him our greetings so that he was 

at least a long-distance participant. 

None of us had known each other 

well in our college years, so we 

went around our single table more 

or less providing brief summaries 

of what we had been up to for the 

last 65 years of war and peace. 

"While still enjoying our drinks 

and remnants of lunch, we listened 

to Dean of Academic Affairs Kath¬ 

ryn Yatrakis report on the many 

changes in the campus, and at the 

University in general, since our 

student days. Our event was shared 

with the Class of '48, which had a 

larger representation spread among 

several tables. They seemed a very 

pleasant group indeed, including 

one member who has remained 

a fitness lover and participated in 

Senior Olympics track events, and 

entertained us during the cocktail 

reception by sprinting up and down 

the hallway several times. 

"I'd like to share a few personal 

experiences of this, my first re¬ 

union. Since I've been to New York 

and the Columbia neighborhood 

many times since 1943, the external 

changes on campus carried no 

surprises for me. But I had never 

1943: Class members who registered for reunion include Robert Greene, 
Joseph Kelly, Herbert Sandick, Bernard Weisberger and Alvin Yudkoff. 

PHOTO: DAVID WENTWORTH 

Approaches to Medicine and the Law, 
noting that "it may be of interest 

to our classmates as well as those 

who have graduated from our 

subsequent classes," since "we 

have now entered a period when 

humanity's future has begun to be 

viewed, in general, as being based 

upon bioethical approaches to 

medicine and the law." On a per¬ 

sonal note, he adds, "In the 1990s I 

was asked to provide legal advice 

to the UC Irvine Hospital Ethics 

Committee. At the turn of the third 

millennium, its chairman and I 

formed an independent bioethics 

committee for much of Southern 

California." Noel is professor of 

law emeritus at the Pepperdine 

University School of Law. 

been inside Alfred Lemer Hall until 

I walked in to get my nametag, 

buy a light blue Columbia Col¬ 

lege beanie of the type I wore in 

fall 1939 and get directions to my 

room in Carman Hall. From there 

I walked directly to familiar Ham¬ 

ilton Hall for the highlight of the 

weekend so far as I was concerned, 

the 'mini-Core' class on 'Revisiting 

Literature Humanities: The Myth 

of the Fall' conducted ably by as¬ 

sociate dean Deborah A. Martinsen. 

The classroom was crowded with 

alumni of all years ending in 3 and 

8, and she began by asking some 

of us to call out our class numbers. 

I thought I had the seniority prize, 

until a tall, slender gentleman with 

a fringe of white hair stood up and 

announced in ringing tones '1933/ 

He left, walking briskly, before the 

90 minutes were up so there was no 

opportunity to get his name. Mar¬ 

tinsen, after handing out snippets 

of reading from Genesis, Oedipus 
Rex, the Confessions of St. Augustine, 

Crime and Punishment and Pride and 
Prejudice, spurred a lively discussion 

of fhe meanings of "shame" and 

"guilt" and the questions surround¬ 

ing responsibility for private and 

public acts. It made me feel the ex¬ 

citement of what we called Human¬ 

ities A once more, this time with my 

'classmates' bringing lifetimes of 

experience to the symposium. Well, 

almost — one member of the Class 

of 2003 brought a roar of laughter 

when he began his comment with: 

'When I was taking Lit Hum — it 

seems a long time ago 

"I spent die time between 

that class and that of Professor 

Roosevelt Montas '95 in the after¬ 

noon on 'Revisiting Contemporary 

Civilization: The Holy Qu'ran: An 

Overview,' visiting a grown grand¬ 

child nearby and then, on a sunny 

afternoon, eating an ice cream 

cone while sitting on the steps of 

Low Library as I had done so often 

and feeling more than six decades 

melt away with the ice cream. At 

the second class, I fell into amiable 

conversation with an alumnus 

sitting next to me, from some class 

that I do not remember. 

"Friday night I ate out on famil¬ 

iar Broadway, livelier than ever, 

at a sidewalk table in a French 

restaurant near where the dear old 

West End cafeteria used to stand. 

Saturday morning was another 

'winner,' first with the continen¬ 

tal breakfast open to all, where I 

plunked myself and my bagel and 

coffee at a round table with three 

or four graduates of Columbia and 

one Barnard alumna of varying 

ages and classes, but all at least 30 

years after mine. What interest¬ 

ing talkers they were, and what a 

testament to the way in which the 

College started us on long roads 

to further learning. That was more 

or less confirmed by the grate¬ 

ful comments of many audience 

members in response to the State 

of the College Address and Alumni 

Panel all-class convocation. Seeing 

so many generations of different 

Columbians tied together by the 

solid background of their educa¬ 

tional experience on Momingside 

Heights was a heartening reminder 

that really good things do in fact 

'through the storms of time abide.' 

"And with that, I happily yield 

back my class secretaryship." 

Herb Sandick sends a further 

update on his life and times: "I 

got interested in infrared technol¬ 

ogy through my daughter, who is 

deeply involved. At a large confer¬ 

ence in Las Vegas two years ago I 

came across a thermagram relating 

to one of my favorite subjects as an 

orthopedist, tennis elbow. I came 

home and wrote a paper that I am 

presenting to the conference in 

November in Reno, and as a result 

I discovered that I was probably 

the earliest user of stem cells in 

surgery that I devised 40 years ago 

using stem cells from bone mar¬ 

row, 10 or more years before stem 

cells were discovered." 

W. Noel Keyes sends news of 

his book Bioethical and Evolutionary 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Jennifer Shaw 
js34l7@columbia.edu 

212-870-2743 
DEVELOPMENT Arik Thormahlen 

at2243@columbia.edu 
212-870-2249 

44 
Henry Rolf Hecht 

11 Evergreen PI. 

Demarest, NJ 07627 

hrhl5@columbia.edu 

We bid a sad farewell to retired 

surgeon Dr. Andrew Furey, who 

left us June 21. 

Ira Gabrielson recalls: "At 

college I planned careers in stage 

design, radio, engineering, adver¬ 

tising and many other ideas of the 

moment. So, after a brief stint in 

the army, most of it in a hospital, I 

went to P&S ('49), where I met my 

wife, Mary." After that, "I spent my 

working years in pediatrics and 

community medicine," including 

stints at Yale, Johns Hopkins and 

UC Berkeley. Both Dr. Ira and Dr. 

Mary (an ob/ gyn) added public 

health degrees to their resumes. 

Mary's ambitions also took flight, 

and she earned a private pilot7 s 

license in 1970. 

In 1971, Ira became chair of the 

Department of Community and 

Preventive Medicine at the Medical 

College of Pennsylvania (now part 

of Drexel University) in Philadel¬ 

phia and in time Dr. Mary became 

an associate professor there. 

They retired in 1989 and settled 

in Williamsburg, Mass., in the 

Berkshire foothills, some 10 miles 

up the road from Northampton 

where, as it happened. Dr. Mary 

had spent her undergraduate 

years at Smith. They're hap¬ 

pily ensconced in "a 207-year-old 

farmhouse. With its problems and 

with serving on Boards of Health, 

Foothills Health District, Council 

on Aging, Historical Society (Ira), 

League of Women Voters (both) 

and Board of Library Trustees 
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(Mary), we doubt if the concept of 

an idle retirement is valid. Life in a 

small New England town was not 

imagined when I grew up in the 

Bronx." 

Ira further reports: "We two 

physicians have reared three engi¬ 

neers and one investment banker/ 

town counselor." Three of them, 

along with their spouses and as¬ 

sorted grandchildren (two of them 

just entering college), live conve¬ 

niently within driving range in 

Boston and New York; the fourth 

has wandered to Los Altos in Sili¬ 

con Valley. 

Even "with all of the above and 

more," the Gabrielsons conclude, 

"we still have time for friends, 

reading, Elderhostel trips, photog¬ 

raphy, gardening, cutting some 

firewood, snowblowing, mowing 

many acres and so forth." 

PT1 Clarence W. Sickles 

jA 57 Barn Owl Dr. 

UJ Hackettstown, NJ 07840 

csickles@goes.com 

Good news, classmates: The fish¬ 

ing pole can be put aside for this 

column, because our honorees 

have submitted the questionnaires 

sent to them. 

Dr. Albert S. Beasley, of West- 

port, Conn., was a pediatrician in 

private practice in his hometown 

and an associate clinical professor of 

pediatrics at Yale. Playing the classi¬ 

cal guitar, pro bono volunteering at 

nonprofit organizations, advocating 

for preservation of our habitat and 

the greening of our society are rec¬ 

reational pursuits for Albert. These 

also are his hobbies plus gardening 

and home maintenance. 

An interesting experience at 

Columbia was the time music 

professor Douglas Moore noticed 

Albert7 s wedding ring and told 

the class that his married status 

made him a rarity at the College, 

because few, if any, students were 

married in the Class of '45. Albert 

said spending only 2 Vr years at the 

College in an accelerated program 

because of the war made it difficult 

to form lasting friendships. As 

with other students, Albert found 

the war years at Columbia stress¬ 

ful, as students left for service in 

the armed forces, and others from 

earlier classes returned as veterans 

to continue their education. Fac¬ 

ulty remembrances led Albert to 

express appreciation to professors 

Mark Van Doren, Garfield Powell 

and Eugene Sheffer for their un¬ 

derstanding and support of the 

needs of students during WWTI. 

As a graduate of the Yale School of 

Medicine, son Scott '72 is a neona- 

tologist in Los Angeles. Daughter 

Jean, a Princeton graduate, is an 

attorney, also in Los Angeles. 

Albert7 s wife, Janet, is an animal 

rights and nature center volunteer. 

Robert Goldman, of New York 

City, proudly wrote about the 

prestigious award his company, 

Carnegie Fabrics in Rockville Cen¬ 

tre, N.Y., received in March from 

the American Society of Interior 

Designers. The award jury chose 

Bob's firm from companies selling 

products to architects and interior 

designers who specify products for 

corporate interiors such as textiles, 

carpet or furniture. This award is 

noteworthy when so much con¬ 

cern exists about environmental 

problems. Carnegie wall covering 

and furniture fabrics have been 

installed in New York City build¬ 

ings such as the Bank of America 

tower on 42nd Street, the Time 

Warner and Hearst buildings and 

the Olympic Tower. The company 

has supplied fabrics for hospitals, 

sports arenas, convention centers 

and other public buildings in the 

United States, Europe and the Far 

East. 

As an avid Columbia football 

fan. Bob goes back to the fabulous 

years of coach Lou Little and stars 

such as quarterbacks Cliff Mont¬ 

gomery '34 and Sid Luckman '39. 

Bob likes my idea of using the 

fields in front of Low Library for 

football practice to save the long 

ride uptown to Baker Field for the 

busy scholar-athletes. Bob sug¬ 

gested that the gym facilities could 

be used as locker rooms. Athletics 

Director Dr. Murphy, what do you 

think of the suggestion? 

Ronald A. Graham '44E of New 

Providence, N.J., retired for the 

third time in 1986. Despite 26 major 

health problems, he is presently 

able to cope effectively through 

optimism and positive thinking. 

Ronald's time is filled with pay¬ 

ing medical bills, doing house 

maintenance, clearing out old files 

and doing volunteer work. Solving 

puzzles, throwing boomerangs, 

playing classical music on a sound 

system he designed and a new start 

at Tai Chi, which Ronald believes 

has great health benefits for people 

of all ages, are sources of recreation 

for this energetic classmate. Occa¬ 

sionally Ronald is asked to provide 

management consulting services 

practiced in the Jandec Corp., which 

he founded and ran for 14 years 

before his third retirement. 

Studies at the College and SEAS 

played a vital role in Ronald's 

exciting career as a research direc¬ 

tor, pioneering rocket scientist in 

the '40s and '50s and corporate 

executive. Unfortunately, his wife, 

Margaret, has become blind and is 

suffering from early Alzheimer's 

disease and had to enter an as¬ 

sisted living facility with which I 

[Clarence] am well acquainted as 

a retired New Jersey state licensed 

nursing home administrator. Ron¬ 

ald says that his wife is safe, well 

cared for, adjusted, happy with 

new friends, has excellent meals, 

enjoys concerts and lectures, and 

plays bridge. Talks on the phone 

and visits to the facility, only three 

miles away, are frequent. It is won¬ 

derful that this plan is working out 

so well for Ronald and his wife. 

Three grown children, Alan, Brian 

and Cathy, spend long hours on 

their successful careers and contin¬ 

ue to advance. Their dad advises 

them to enjoy the present but be 

diligent in saving for retirement 

and not to count on Social Security 

and Medicare nor any form of help 

from the government. With per¬ 

haps unfortunate prophetic words, 

Ronald contends tire country 

might be going down the tubes but 

his children need not do so. 

Ronald, you are a courageous 

fellow and an inspiration to your 

classmates. Life often becomes a 

struggle at this turn of the road, and 

we need encouragement from those 

who are fighting the good fight. 

Dr. Joseph M. Stein, FACP, 

FAAN of Topeka, Kan., is a neu¬ 

rologist and does part-time work 

at 84. Recreation for Joseph is col¬ 

lege time as an auditing student at 

municipal Washburn University, 

and hobbies are reading, travel 

and attending concerts. Interesting 

experiences at the College were 

matriculating in September 1941 

in the Army Reserve as a pre-med 

student, commuting from Wee- 

hawken, N.J., working on week¬ 

ends, and from 1941-43, including 

summer courses for two years, 

earning three years of credits 

adequate to enter NYU School of 

Medicine. After one year of medi¬ 

cal school, Joseph graduated from 

the College in September 1944 as 

President Nicholas Murray Butler 

(Class of 1882) shook the hands 

of the degree recipients. From 

1951-53, Joseph served in the Air 

Force. Close friends at the Col¬ 

lege were Dr. Henry Shinefield, 

Dr. Louis G. Harris and Allan B. 

Temko, author and city planner. 

His wife, Lucy, graduated from 

the Presbyterian School of Nurs¬ 

ing in 1949. Elder daughter Janet 

is an advanced registered nurse 

practitioner in ob/gyn doing fam¬ 

ily practice. Son Mark is an electri¬ 

cal engineer and daughter Naomi 

is a bookkeeper. Joseph expressed 

gratitude for the scholarship aid 

he received, and reports that Tope¬ 

ka is a wonderful city with many 

cultural advantages. 

On 60 Minutes, May 31, Andy 

Rooney referred to Jacques Barzun 

'27 as one of his favorite writers 

who is about to become 100. [Edi¬ 

tor's note: Barzun turned 100 on 

November 30,2007.] 

Honorees to whom CCT ques¬ 

tionnaires will be sent are Jack J. 

Falsone of Westport, Conn., Walter 

R. Holland of Lynchburg, Va., Jo¬ 

seph Lesser of Cliffside Park, N.J., 

and Alvin M. Zucker of Marlton, 

N.J. May I hear from or about these 

distinguished honorees? 

Bernard Sunshine 

255 Overlook Rd. 

New Rochelle, NY 10804 

bsuns@optonline.net 

Heard from Burton Sapin, who 

was kind to say, "Your column is 

the first thing I look for when I get 

the new issue of CCT." 

At our 50th reunion, Burt deliv¬ 

ered an insightful talk on Japan. 

Now retired, he taught at Princ¬ 

eton, Vanderbilt, Minnesota and 

finally, as he puts it, his "steady 

job" at The George Washington 

University where he was also dean 

of the Elliott School of International 

Affairs. Later, he worked for the 

think-tank Rand Corp., where he 

focused on U.S.-Japan relations. 

Burt writes, "As a longtime 

student of U.S. foreign policy and 

policymaking, for the last 19 years 

I have been sitting on the board 

of editors of the Mediterranean 
Quarterly, an international affairs 

journal. The journal has been kind 

enough to publish four articles 

of mine over the years, including 

three relatively recent critiques of 

policy and policymaking under the 

Bush administration. 

"I recognize my good fortune 

at 81 to publish in February, with 

a colleague, a critique of U.S. na¬ 

tional security decision making in 

the Bush administration." 

Burt told us that while he is the 

family political scientist, his wife, 

Judy, is the political activist, pro¬ 

moting some of the major initiatives 

of the American Heart Association 

on Capitol Hill and elsewhere. They 

live in a condo in Chevy Chase, 

Md., a convenient location for pur¬ 

suing their interests. 

Burt happily reports having 

seven grandchildren, and wistfully 

adds that only one is a girl. 

Bemie Goldman '47E, in Lake- 

wood, Colo., received yet another 

accolade. The most recent was a 

special commendation from the 

Rocky Mountains Ski Race Of¬ 

ficials for his 10 consecutive years 

of service as a race official. Bemie 

says he can't believe it has been 

10 years, "but when I haul myself 

out of bed at 5 a.m. to officiate at 

a ski race somewhere in the Rock¬ 

ies, I believe it! I do not know how 

much longer I can keep this up. I'll 

keep trying ... you know, like Ten¬ 

nyson's Ulysses: 'To strive, to seek, 

to find and not to yield.'" 

Peter LaForte '47 e-mailed about 

the January /February A1 Starr sto- 
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ry in this column. They were in the 

same organic chemistry class, and 

Peter says A1 was responsible for 

helping him get a good grade. Peter 

went on to a successful M.D. career, 

and the two got together after many 

years through this column. 

From Montgomery, Texas, Joe Foa 

wrote: "Always glad to know some¬ 

one, somewhere remembers me," in 

response to Lany Jukofsky7s recol¬ 

lection reported in Class Notes Qanu- 

ary / February). Joe and Larry have 

now exchanged e-mail greetings. 

We continue to provide contact 

information for classmates and 

encourage your inquiries. 

Mark your calendar! We are hav¬ 

ing a luncheon in midtown Manhat¬ 

tan on Friday, October 24. Details are 

in the mail. 

Bert Sussman 

155 W. 68th St., Apt. 27D 

New York, NY 10023 

shirbrt@nyc.rr.com 

Hello, class — unfortunately, our 

faithful correspondent for many 

years, George Cooper, is no longer 

with us [see Obituaries]. George 

tried valiantly again and again to 

elicit news of your varied lives to 

share with all of us. You, of course, 

have been occupied with careers, 

family, children, and most of you, 

judging from the lack of response 

to George's pleas, had no interest 

in just seeing your names in print. 

But I am hoping to get more 

of you to enjoy sharing with the 

wider class community your expe¬ 

riences, travels, epiphanies (if you 

have had them) as well as what¬ 

ever role your Columbia College 

years had on your lives. 

My life. I'm sure, would espe¬ 

cially amaze the earnest teachers 

and professors of chemistry and 

physics who properly consigned 

me to Cs and Bs. They could not 

have predicted I would spend a 

good portion of my days for 40 

years in a laboratory, doing trial 

and error research to create for¬ 

mulas for water-based pressure 

sensitive adhesives. I didn't dream 

of it, either. Yet I did succeed and 

could not have done it except for 

the Columbia chemistry half-year, 

and the year of physics. 

I would not even have passed 

physics if not for the help of 

Takeshi "Tommy" Matsuoka '44. 

Tommy, a very sweet guy, may 

have been related to a high-rank¬ 

ing Japanese diplomat. June 1943 

came. I went on active duty in the 

Navy. I lost touch and never saw 

Tommy again. For all I know we 

may have passed each other dur¬ 

ing my two years on the Pacific. 

There were many wonderful 

young men I remember, starting in 

September 1940. The Class of 1947 

includes men from the classes of 

1944,1945,1946 as well as 1947.1 

have kept in touch with A1 Ryavec 

'44, who served in the war with 

the precursor to the CIA. Two of 

three Debate Council giants died at 

Tarawa. (Perhaps you can supply 

their names.) And in Livingston, 

in 1940, Gardner Cromwell played 

■his guitar and sang of the glories 

of Montana. I remember one night 

he kept Bill Drenner '44 and myself 

enthralled until dawn, and maybe 

also Wade Nolan and a couple of 

others. It would be great to hear 

from some of these guys, if they are 

still on the planet. [Editor's note: 

Drenner died on April 15,2002.] 

I do not know or remember 

many of my 1947 classmates, but 

I hope you will write anyway. I 

know that A1 Burstein, Cy Bloom, 

Bill Kahn, our president, Peter 

Brescia, Larry Friedland, Dr. Frank 

Iaquinta, Ed Costikyan and Ed 

Cramer are not the only members 

of the class who have spent life¬ 

times fertilizing the country and 

the world with Columbia-inspired 

wisdom and energy. It would be 

distinctly life-enhancing for any of 

you to share whatever experiences 

you especially enjoyed. Write to 

me at shirbrt@nyc.rr.com. 

Durham Caldwell 

15 Ashland Ave. 

Springfield, MA 01119 

durham-c@att.net 

Thirteen signed up for the Class of 

'48's 60th reunion, but there were 

only eight of us at the Saturday 

functions that I attended. These 

included the joint '43-'48 luncheon 

that featured a talk by the College's 

dynamic academic dean, Kathryn 

B. Yatrakis. The seven others were 

David Brainin, Charlie Cole, Herb 

Goldman, David Burstein, Bob 

Silbert, Bob Mellins and George 

Dermksian. 

George, a retired Manhattan 

physician, and I were the big 

spenders. We brought our wives. 

My wife, Jean, and George's wife, 

ex-ballet dancer Tammy, had a fine 

time chatting. A note for our next 

reunion: bring your wives. They'll 

enjoy meeting each other. 

These notes from the others we 

saw: Bob Silbert and Bob Mellins 

were classmates at Erasmus H.S. in 

Brooklyn before becoming room¬ 

mates at Columbia. They both went 

to med school; both had long ca¬ 

reers in pediatrics, including stints 

at Presbyterian Hospital. But as 

octogenarians, they are going down 

very different paths. Bob Mellins 

is still engaged in research, teach¬ 

ing and clinical care as professor of 

pediatrics at P&S. He also is chair of 

the Gold Foundation, which pro¬ 

motes humanism in medicine. 

Bob Silbert, on the other hand, 

has divorced himself from medi¬ 

cine since retiring from practice in 

2003 and is "doing other things I 

hadn't had time to do," and espe¬ 

cially following up on things he'd 

been exposed to in Humanities 

and CC at Columbia. "I'm study¬ 

ing archaeology, ancient religions, 

ancient peoples," he says. "I'm 

very interested in the psychology 

of religions." The deeper he gets 

into religion, according to Bob, the 

more he is discovering that despite 

the difference in names "they are 

all so damned similar." 

Bob Silbert also spends a lot of 

time visiting museums. His wife, 

Phyllis, he says, is very knowl¬ 

edgeable about art. He adds, "I'm 

almost like a college student in 

terms of active interests." 

David Burstein and Herb Gold¬ 

man also were high school class¬ 

mates who matriculated together 

to Columbia. Their school was 

Snyder High in Jersey City. They 

currently live in adjoining towns 

—- Herb in Tenafly, N.J., and David 

in Englewood, N.J. They both have 

Columbia sons. Glenn Goldman '74 

graduated summa cum laude and is a 

professor of architecture and direc¬ 

tor of the computer imaging depart¬ 

ment at New Jersey Institute of 

Technology in Newark. Eliot Gold¬ 

man '79 is a lawyer in New York 

City and a lieutenant colonel in the 

Army Reserve. Andrew Burstein 

'74 is a professor of early American 

history at Louisiana State. 

One of David's college memo¬ 

ries was reawakened by the recent 

Class Notes entry on Ed McCamy, 

a retired Alfred State SUNY Col¬ 

lege of Technology professor. 

David remembers taking Ed to the 

Hudson Theatre in Union City, 

N.J., to introduce him to the joys of 

burlesque. Herb also remembers 

trips to the Hudson. "We went to 

hear the comedians," he insists. He 

especially remembers seeing Phil 

Silvers at the Hudson. 

David Brainin, noting my 

Springfield, Mass., home address, 

volunteered that he is a supporter 

of the Yiddish Book Center, located 

on the campus of Hampshire 

College in nearby Amherst. His 

grandfather, Reuben Brainin, wrote 

books in Yiddish, mostly journals 

and essays, in Canada and the 

United States in the early 20th cen¬ 

tury and wrote for Yiddish news¬ 

papers. He was a co-founder of the 

famous Jewish library in Montreal. 

An aside: My wife, Jean, then 

a correspondent for The Boston 
Globe, did the first interview with 

Aaron Lansky, founder of the 

National Yiddish Book Center, 

when the project was little more 

than a dream. She remembers a 

huge warehouse, empty except 

for a relative handful of books. 

Lansky, in his memoir. Outwitting 
History: The Amazing Adventures of 
a Man Who Rescued a Million Yid¬ 
dish Books, recalls riding a bicycle 

from Amherst to Northampton for 

the interview. He remembers Jean 

as "an older woman with a warm 

smile." Aaron was then in his 20s, 

Jean in her 40s! 

Jean and I drove down from 

Springfield for the reunion. But the 

prize for classmate traveling the 

longest distance goes to Charlie 

Cole, who came in via Amtrak 

from Ohio. The rest of the Saturday 

reunion attendees were from the 

metropolitan New York area. 

Charlie says everything's going 

well at Bristol Village, the retire¬ 

ment community that he and his 

wife moved into a few months 

back. (See May/June.) In fact, 

Charlie brags that it must be the 

best retirement community in the 

country with a list of 72 activities 

and organizations in which to par¬ 

ticipate. He says the waiting list to 

get in is so long that they're build¬ 

ing 100 more apartments. 

Charlie has his own garden with 

tomatoes and radishes, among 

other things. And he has also re- 

1948: Class members who registered for reunion include John Bottjer, 
David Brainin, David Burstein, Durham Caldwell, Charles Cole, George 
Dermksian, Alvin Eden, Sears Edwards, Herbert Goldman, Norman Kel¬ 
vin, Robert Mellins, Robert Silbert and Thomas Weyr. 

PHOTO: DAVID WENTWORTH 
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sumed one of the favorite pastimes 

he pursued at previous homes in 

New York State and Pennsylvania, 

land clearing. This time he's been 

using his Jeep to pull up stumps 

and using his 85-year-old brawn to 

wrestle 40-pound paving blocks. 

Charlie claims to weigh the same 

157 pounds he weighed when he 

ran on the two-mile relay team for 

track coach Carl Memer after four 

years of WWII Navy service. Much 

of those four years, he says, was 

spent sitting on a ship in the Pacific 

where he and his comrades whiled 

away the tedium with such activi¬ 

ties as drinking beer. He remem¬ 

bers coming back to Momingside 

weighing 181 and coach Memer 

getting him into shape quickly. 

Charlie's take on the reunion 

events he attended: "Spectacular!" 

He also enjoyed the display in 

Hamilton Hall on the development 

of CC and the Humanities. 

I didn't attend the Saturday eve¬ 

ning reunion dinner. Jim Nugent 

says the Class of '48 was represent¬ 

ed by himself, George Dermksian 

and Sears Edwards. 

Cullen Keough, a faithful at¬ 

tendee at past reunions, phoned a 

few days before this one to say he 

wasn't coming. Cullen recently 

gave up his nine-room home 

in the Kansas City suburb of 

Leawood in favor of a 214-room 

apartment in a senior living com¬ 

plex in nearby Overland Park. 

He gave the number of stairs on 

campus as a chief reason for not 

coming. Heck, Cullen, just about 

everything on Saturday was in 

Alfred Lerner Hall with eleva¬ 

tors to every floor. You would've 

done fine. 

Ted Melnechuk didn't make it 

to the reunion, but he sent along 

a poem dedicated to the late Mar¬ 

shall Mascott and celebrating the 

day the Columbia football team 

ended Army's unbeaten streak 

— this at the time when one-time 

West Point football player Dwight 

D. Eisenhower was waiting in the 

wings to become Columbia's next 

president. 

THE LIONS OF AUTUMN 

Dedicated to the late 

Marshall Mascott 

Of Lion memories, I like 

The most that Saturday when Ike 

Was forced to smile when Gene 

Rossides ['49] 

And his mates did what the 

Middies 

And so many other teams 

Could NOT do — show that 

academes 

Could beat West Point! And I am 

partial 

To my friend, late classmate 

Marshall 

Mascott, who, while we were 

yelling. 

Stood beneath the scoreboard 

selling 

Hot dogs. On that day in '47, 

Baker Field became our heaven! 

We were saddened to learn of the 

deaths of Roger L. Smith (see Obitu¬ 

aries, July / August), Fred Bracilano 

Sr., Nicholas Nappi and Coman 

Leavenworth (see Obituaries). Rog¬ 

er, a retired professor, died in Tampa, 

Fla., on March 7. Fred, a Varsity Show 
veteran and retired minister, died 

in Columbus, Ohio, on January 27. 

Nicholas, also a retired minister, died 

in Patchogue, N.Y., on August 19, 

2007. Coman, who earned a degree 

from the Library Service School in 

1960, died in Pembroke, Bermuda, 

on January 21,2007. Our condo¬ 

lences to their families. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Jennifer Shaw 
js34l7@columbia.edu 

212-870-2743 
DEVELOPMENT Arik Thormahlen 

at2243@columbia.edu 
212-870-2249 

John Weaver 

2639 E. 11th St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11235 

wudchpr@optonline.net 

Writing at the start of summer, the 

file does not yield a great deal of 

information from you folks out 

there. I can report that Fred Ber¬ 

man and I met in early June to 

initiate the campaign for our 60th 

reunion. We were joined by mem¬ 

bers of the Alumni Office staff and 

assembled in the "Tiger Bar" at the 

Columbia Club. My feelings lean 

toward a name change... "Lion's 

Den" would be more appropri- 

clarity and the light. 

We are very proud of you, Char¬ 

lie! Keep on keepin' on! 

As for the rest of you, let us hear 

from you. And remember our 60th! 

A closing note: I never got 

to know the dean as an under¬ 

graduate. However, the years from 

December 2000, when our son 

received his early acceptance letter, 

through his 2005 graduation and 

since, Austin Quigley has been a 

figure of admiration for all he has 

achieved in his years as dean. 

He and I have shared personal 

correspondence that began on Sep¬ 

tember 12,2001, when he held that 

freshman class in an embrace that 

carried them through that time. 

Columbia has been enriched by his 

presence and the measure of his 

success, all those young graduates 

he nurtured and has launched are 

making us all proud. 

Mario Palmieri 

33 Lakeview Ave. W. 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 

10567 

mapal@bestweb.net 

Dave Berger pursues his hobby of 

writing short plays as a member 

of a small group of playwrights 

calling themselves The InkSlingers, 

in Madison, Wis. The group stages 

shows of its works in Madison and 

has been attracting good audienc¬ 

es. In the most recent series, which 

took place in June, Dave's one-act 

play was well received. Titled Lift¬ 
ing Mist, the play cannot be sum¬ 

marized in a few words or even 

a sentence. This correspondent, 

having read the script, would say 

that Dave's drama is an incisive 

The May 14 New York Times Op-Ed page prominently 

featured Charlie Peters '49 in Maureen Dowd's column. 

ate. Perhaps some influential club 

members might consider a revolv¬ 

ing timesharing and raise the sub¬ 

ject with our striped cousins. 

In any case, we are looking for¬ 

ward to beginning our planning 

sessions in earnest and are grateful, 

once again, for the generous offer 

from Bill Lubic for his office con¬ 

ference facility. 

Of particular note, on May 14, 

The New York Times Op-Ed page 

featured our esteemed classmate, 

Charlie Peters, writing under an 

assumed name... why he chose 

"Maureen Dowd" I'll never know! 

But seriously, her column was so 

heavily filled with Charlie's quotes 

they provided the overwhelm¬ 

ing portion of the "weight" of the 

column. As for content, it was 100 

percent "Charlie" — the grit, the 

observation of a reality to which 

all adults can relate. Interestingly, 

Dave first wrote a short poem, also 

titled Lifting Mist, and built the 

play around the poem. 

George Koplinka 

75 Chelsea Rd. 

White Plains, NY 10603 

desiah@aol.com 

Good news from Tom Powers: 

The 1950-51 Columbia College Ivy 

League championship basketball 

team will be admitted to the Co¬ 

lumbia University Athletics Hall 

of Fame on October 2. Congratula¬ 

tions to the members of this great 

team, which included John Azary 

(deceased), Frank Lewis, Bob Sul¬ 

livan '52E, Gerry Evans, manager. 

and Tom. They will be taking their 

place alongside Columbia's football 

immortals, who defeated Stanford 

7-0 in the 1934 Rose Bowl. 

Even though the fires in Cali¬ 

fornia were within 120 miles of his 

home in Claremont, Peter Vignoli 

found time to give us an update 

on his life in retirement. Peter com¬ 

pleted the professional option pro¬ 

gram in engineering at Columbia, 

completed the Navy OCS program 

and spent about four years on ac¬ 

tive duty in weather forecasting in 

Monterey. He hung up his spurs 

in 1991 when his company. Qual¬ 

ity Engineering, a manufacturer 

of aircraft landing gears, sold out 

to Goodrich Aerospace. Not long 

ago Peter attended the 60th an¬ 

niversary of his high school class 

in Tenafly, N.J. He is a member of 

the American Legion as well as in a 

nonpolitical community organiza¬ 

tion, enjoys spending time with his 

children and grandchildren and 

watches the film of the Columbia 

football team that defeated Army 

in the glory days at Baker Field 

when he needs a lift! 

Felix Battat, one of the many 

M.D.s in our class, said the fires 

missed his home in Concord by 

a good 100 miles. Felix has been 

retired for 15 years, owns a vaca¬ 

tion retreat and never got around 

to golf, but is enjoying good health. 

Lowell Ackiron received his 

M.D. from NYU. After a tour of 

duty with the Army in Germany 

from 1956-58, he practiced medi¬ 

cine in Yonkers N.Y. Years later, 

Lowell joined Union Carbide, 

where he met Ted Bihuniak. Now 

living in Stamford, Conn., Lowell 

spends time with his two children 

and four grandchildren, remains 

involved with the Occupational 

Medicine Service and finds time 

for a Columbia alumni meeting, 

most recently at West Point with 

one of our class favorites. Professor 

Emeritus of History Henry Graff. 

You can find Joseph Ambrose 

'56L and A1 Gomez living in Ir¬ 

vington, N.Y. Like so many of our 

classmates, both served in the 

military during the Korean War 

period: Joe in the Army and A1 in 

the Navy. Following law school, 

Joe had a long legal career, first 

with an NYC law firm, then with 

Corroon & Black, a New York 

insurance brokerage firm, as a v.p. 

and general counsel until he retired 

in 1994. In recent years he has 

made two interesting trips: the first 

to Russia and Finland and more 

recently to China. Joe said he could 

not help being impressed with the 

ubiquitous construction every¬ 

where, a veritable sea of building 

cranes. Along with the changes in 

the infrastructure and high-rise 

buildings has come an everlasting 

haze and general pollution of the 
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atmosphere in major cities such as 
Beijing. 

Al, on the other hand, did most 
of his travel with a destroyer fleet 
in the Mediterranean following 
graduation from medical college. 
He retired from his ob/ gyn prac¬ 
tice in Yonkers, N.Y., in 2001 and 
now does his cruising with his wife 
on the Queen Mary in the Carib¬ 
bean. Any time left over is for golf 
at the Ardsley Country Club and 
enjoying the arrival of grandchild 
No. 4, a boy. 

Horace P. Wilson, better known 
as Peter to friends and family, re¬ 
sides in Leawood, Kan. He served 
in the Army Air Corps prior to en¬ 
tering the College, where he was a 
Phi Beta Kappa scholar. Following 
graduate school at Columbia, Peter 
taught for a while, had a stint with 
U.S. Rubber and concluded his 
business career with the informa¬ 
tion services division of McGraw- 
Hill. His travels have taken him to 
Mexico, England, France and Italy 
in recent years. 

How about that Columbia Lions 
baseball team? Ivy League champs 
this year for the first time since 
1977, when they shared the title 
with Cornell. [Editor's note: See 
July / August.] How did they do it? 
According to The New York Times 
sportswriter Zachary Braziller, writ¬ 
ing in his May 20 column, the team 
used "visualization" to gain a win¬ 
ning mind-set. Coach Brett Boretti 
plays motivational messages over 
the loudspeakers during practice 
imploring the Lions to "envision 
success." Now if I could only get 
the coach to transmit these messag¬ 
es in some way to our class mem¬ 
bers, I might be able to round up 
enough news for the next issue of 
CCT. Visualize your sending news! 

Sidney Prager 
20 Como Ct. 
Manchester, NJ 08759 

sidmax9@aol.com 

I want to start these Class Notes 
with a tribute to Arthur Ingerman, 
who was such a capable correspon¬ 
dent for a good number of years. 
Arthur, you are sincerely missed 
by so many of your friends and 
classmates. 

My name is Sidney Prager, and 
I will take up the challenge of be¬ 
ing a competent reporter for the 
class. I ask for your support and 
for your active contributions. 

By way of introducing myself, I 
will give my own update. 

After college I entered the Den¬ 
tal School and graduated in June 
1955. In August 1955,1 entered the 
military as required, and found 
myself in the Strategic Air Com¬ 
mand of the Air Force. I spent two 
years on active duty and several 

more in inactive reserve. On Janu¬ 
ary 1,1958,1 opened my dental 
practice in Queens, N.Y., and spent 
the next 40 years there. 

During that time my lovely 
wife, Maxine, and I (we have been 
married 55 years) raised three 
children. Our oldest son, Stuart '76, 
is an attorney in New York City; 
our youngest son, David '82, is a 
physician in Pennsylvania; and 
our daughter, Robin '78 Harvard, 
works for the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System in 
Washington D.C. Our three chil¬ 
dren have given us nine grandchil¬ 
dren. I can still remember all their 
names. 

Although Maxine and I are 
true-blue native New Yorkers, we 
spend six months at our home in 
Florida and the other six months 
at our home in New Jersey. Each 
home is in an adult community, so 
there is always an abundance of 
sports activities, social occasions 
and entertainment. We enjoy golf, 
tennis and bowling. 

I started this Class Notes en¬ 
deavor on June 16 and was told 
it was due on July 2, even though 
this issue comes out in September. 
Therefore, I felt it would be quicker 
if I telephoned classmates and 
requested they return any informa¬ 
tion via e-mail. 

On June 20,1 spoke to Kermit 
Tracy in Little Rock, Ark. He seems 
well and sounded fine. We can all 
remember the touchdown passes 
he threw as quarterback. 

David A. Braun received a call 
about 8 a.m. on a Sunday morn¬ 
ing at his home in Santa Barbara, 
Calif. (I must remember the time 
difference between East and West 
coasts). Dave sent an e-mail later 
that day. His life is comfortable in 
Santa Barbara with Mema, his wife 
of 53 years. He is retired from ac¬ 
tive law practice but does consult¬ 
ing from time to time as a business 
adviser in the entertainment field. 
Last February, the Grammy Foun¬ 
dation gave him its service award 
before an audience of 500 lawyers 
and business managers active in 
the music industry. It was a great 
honor. What made it more memo¬ 
rable was that his longtime client 
and friend, Neil Diamond, asked 
to speak and was most generous in 
his comments. 

Dave and Mema have three 
sons and eight grandchildren. 
Their sons, Lloyd, Ken and Evan, 
are doing well in their careers. 
Dave says, "I continue to be grate¬ 
ful for my Columbia education." 

My next call, on June 22, to 
Eugene A. Manfrini in Glens Falls, 
N.Y., turned out to be sad and 
unhappy. Gene's wife, Mary Ann, 
advised me that he was in hospice 
and expected to pass away very 
soon. His obituary appeared in The 

New York Times on June 27. We all 
remember Gene, who despite his 
blindness, was determined to get 
his Columbia education and col¬ 
lege degree. Gene was a member 
of the wrestling team and did very 
well, winning many matches. The 
Class of 1952 sends condolences to 
the Manfrini family. [Editor's note: 
An obituary is scheduled for the 
November/December issue.] 

Robert Stuart resides in San 
Francisco, where he enjoys teaches 
dentistry part-time and lives with 
his wife of 53 years, Eunice. They 
joined their three daughters in 
California about 15 years ago. Bob 
says, "Life is just chugging along 
here. We are enjoying our diverse 
life." Eunice and Bob attend the 
San Francisco Symphony often, 
and Eunice has been attending 
theater performances since they ar¬ 
rived there. Their children are well, 
and they see them often. 

Dick Wald has been the Fred W. 
Friendly Professor of Professional 
Practice in Media and Society at 
the Journalism School for eight 
years. He says, "Tough school. 
Smart students. Great fun." Last 
October he ended his long connec¬ 
tion to ABC News when he gave 
up his consultancy to concentrate 
on education. That, and trading 
online jokes with David Braun, 
takes up most of his time. Please, 
Professor Richard C. Wald, do not 
be too critical of my first attempt at 
Class Notes. 

Stanley Dorf worked for 34 
years at the New York State Insur¬ 
ance Department and became its 
chief of policy and planning. He 
retired in 1995. Stan has lived in 
Cedarhurst, N.Y., for 41 years with 
his wife, Annette '58 GSAS (mas¬ 
ter's in history). They have been 
married for 52 years. They have 
two children, Laura Queller and 
Michael, and five grandchildren. 
Michael has been a professor of 
law at the Law School for 13 years. 
His wife is Sherry Colb '88. Stan's 
major hobby since adolescence has 
been listening to music, especially 
early classical music and cabaret. 
Annette and Stan typically attend 
75 or more music and dance events 
annually. He has a large collection 
(many thousands) of recordings on 
LP and CD. Another more recent 
interest, which gives Stan great sat¬ 
isfaction, is teaching people how to 
use a computer and how enjoyable 
computer use can be as a source of 
information and just sheer fun. 

Congratulations to Alexander 
Kisch. His son, Andrew, was ac¬ 
cepted to the SEAS Class of 2012. 

William Lembeck and his wife 
Harriet, a Bryn Mawr graduate, 
have been married 50 years. They 
teach one of the longest running 
wine and spirits appreciation 
classes in their historic townhouse- 

classroom in Manhattan. William 
helped found a glass products 
manufacturing and decorating 
business in which he designed and 
built all the production machinery. 
Twenty years later he sold the 
business. William wanted to use 
his engineering design talent to 
simulate the ultimate machine, the 
human body. He joined the NYU 
Post-Graduate Medical School, in 
the Department of Prosthetics and 
Orthotics. He designed and de¬ 
veloped several bionic devices for 
amputees that still are sold world¬ 
wide. Five years ago, William 
started manufacturing an ophthal¬ 
mologic device that predicts the 
success of cataract surgery. 

Gentlemen, please make things 
easy for me. Send updates via e-mail 
to sidmax9@aol.com, subject "Col¬ 
umbia College 1952." Telephone calls 
also welcome, 732-408-0206. Your 
classmates are interested in you. 
Thank you all for your cooperation. 

Lew Robins 
1221 Stratfield Rd. 
Fairfield, CT 06825 

lewrobins@aol.com 

Our successful 55th reunion: At our 
Saturday luncheon, Ken Catandella, 
executive director of alumni affairs, 
who represented the Alumni Office, 
told our assembled classmates that 
our unusual 50th reunion, led by 
George Lowry, became the model 
that subsequent classes emulated. 
Ken reported that he was sure that 
in future years every class will at¬ 
tempt to imitate our wonderful 55th 
reunion as well. 

To say the least, it was a great 
two days. Just consider the 
classmates who attended: Fred 
Guinther, Jay Kane, John Huneke, 
David Miller, Al Jackman, Don 
Hymes, Lew Robins, Seymour 
Hendel, Jules Ross, George Low¬ 
ry, Jim Steiner, Peter Staats Pellett, 
Dick Gershon, Joel Daniziger, 
Ken Skoug, Jim Higginbottom, 
Peter Fauci, Peter Carbonara, 
Larry Jacobson, Joseph Aaron, Art 
Hessinger, Jeh Johnson, Wallace 
Kava, Larry Harte, Mark Friend- 
man, Martin Saiman, Steve Halp- 
erin, John Marchesi, Ed Robbins, 
Irwin Kline, Thomas Haugh, 
Alfred Ward, Robert Walzer, Dick 
Auwater, Marty Rabinowitz, Wil¬ 
liam Burger and Steve Halperin. 
The following were prevented 
from coming for medical reasons: 
Morton Freilicher, Norman Mar¬ 
cus and Stanley Sklar. 

Dick Lempert planned to attend. 
However, a lame back stopped his 
making the five-hour drive from 
Lake George, N.Y., to Momingside 
Heights. At the last minute, Ralph 
DePalma, the vigorous national 
director of surgery for the Depart- 
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1953: Class members who registered for reunion include Joseph Aaron, Richard Auwarter, William Burger, 
Peter Carbonara, Joel Danziger, Morton Freilicher, Mark Friedman, Richard Gershon, Fred Guinther, Larry 
Harte, Thomas Haugh, Seymour Hendel, Arthur Hessinger, James Higginbottom, John Huneke, Donald Hymes, 
Allan Jackman, Lawrence Jacobson, Jeh Johnson, Jay Kane, Herbert Kava, Richard Kleid, Irwin Kline, Richard 
Lempert, George Lowry, John Marchesi, David Miller, Staats Pellett, Gerald Pinsky, Martin Rabinowitz, Edwin 
Robbins, Lewis Robins, Jules Ross, Martin Saiman, Kenneth Skoug, Robert Walzer and Alfred Ward. 
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ment of Veterans Affairs, was need¬ 

ed at an urgent medical conference 

on the weekend of our reunion. 

Ralph is the author of a fascinating 

memoir. Practicing and Other Stories, 
which I've read from cover to cover 

and couldn't put down. His un¬ 

usual story includes a chapter about 

life at Columbia College when we 

were undergraduates. 

A wonderful cocktail party and 

dinner on Friday evening: The Col¬ 

lege sponsored a cocktail party in 

the beautifully refurbished lobby of 

Hamilton Hall. The dean and other 

dignitaries chatted with classmates 

and welcomed us back to the cam¬ 

pus. Originally, a dinner had been 

scheduled at an Italian restaurant 

on Amsterdam Avenue. However, 

as soon as Catandella realized that 

more than 60 classmates, wives 

and significant others were plan¬ 

ning to attend, he arranged for a 

special tent to be erected on Van 

Am Quadrangle, just below the 

steps at the front of Hamilton Hall. 

He also organized an unusually 

delicious buffet dinner. 

Jay Kane, acting as our class 

toastmaster, initiated the proceed¬ 

ings by regaling us with stories of 

what it was like to visit his girl¬ 

friend's home state of West Virginia. 

As the laughter subsided. Jay intro¬ 

duced the Reverend John Huneke, 

who offered a prayer for classmates 

who have passed on. John talked 

movingly about having conducted 

the funeral service for Ralph 

Schoenstein, a delightful author 

and humorist who co-authored a 

number of books with Bill Cosby. 

Howard Pettebone played his 

trumpet: Several weeks before the 

reunion, I talked with Howard 

on the phone. He explained that 

he had just started chemotherapy 

for Hodgkins lymphoma and 

wouldn't be able to attend the 

reunion. However, Howard sug¬ 

gested playing his trumpet into his 

telephone so drat I could record the 

music. As a result, at our Friday 

evening dinner, we once again 

heard Howard's trumpet blast Roar 
Lion Roar, Who Owns New York?, We 
Are from Barnard, and so forth. Dur¬ 

ing the course of making the re¬ 

cording, Howard indicated that as 

a high school student, he had been 

asked to play taps before 35,000 

people at Babe Ruth's funeral in 

New Jersey. "I'd love to play taps 

for the reunion," Howard told me. 

Thus, our classmates at the dinner 

heard Howard's voice explain his 

reason for wanting to play taps 

before he actually blew the melody 

with his trumpet. Through the 

years, Howard played Good Night 
Ladies to end many of our events at 

the College. Thus, that was the last 

song he played for our reunion. 

Hearing Howard play was mov¬ 

ing and emotional, and we're all 

hoping to be able to hear him play 

once again at our 60th. 

Fred Guinther and Varsity Shows: 
In the course of talking to Fred 

about attending the reunion, he 

casually told me that he had 33 LP 

recordings of all the Varsity Shows 
including the Varsity Show of 1953. 

"Could you copy one or more of 

your long-playing records to a disc 

so we could play them at the re¬ 

union?" I asked. Thankfully, Fred's 

daughter was able to prepare the 

appropriate CD and we played 

two songs from the 1953 Varsity 
Show for our assembled classmates. 

To hear the songs as the sun faded 

over Van Am Quadrangle was a 

never-to-be-forgotten special mo¬ 

ment. Thanks, Fred, for making 

our Friday evening dinner unusu¬ 

ally memorable! 

Professor Henry Graff speaks at 

the 1953 Saturday luncheon: The 

last event for our 55th reunion was 

a luncheon for more than 60 of us 

in an elegant room in Low Library. 

The highlight was a sometimes 

hilarious, sometimes serious talk 

by Graff, who even in his 80s has 

the vigor and outlook of a profes¬ 

sor in his 30s. 

Jay Kane introduced distin¬ 

guished author Ken Skoug, who 

introduced Graff. Among many 

subjects, Graff regaled our class¬ 

mates with anecdotes about vari¬ 

ous Presidents he had known. He 

included a story about one of our 

classmates and President Eisenhow¬ 

er. Apparently, one Sunday morn¬ 

ing, Graff saw Eisenhower stand¬ 

ing at the comer of Amsterdam 

Avenue and 116th Street waiting 

for the light to change from red to 

green before he attempted to walk 

across Amsterdam Avenue to the 

campus. At the time, Amsterdam 

Avenue was empty. Looking south 

or north, there was no traffic. Even 

so, Eisenhower waited for the light 

to change before crossing the street. 

Standing several feet behind Eisen¬ 

hower was a member of the Class 

of 1953 wearing his beanie. As the 

former five-star general crossed the 

street, out of the blue our classmate 

turned to Graff and said, "It makes 

you wonder how he ever crossed 

the English Channel!" 

Having Graff at our reunion was 

a special treat, and we rewarded 

him with a long standing ovation! 

Our class was represented at 

Class Day. Because Seymour Hen- 

del's grandson, and my grandneph¬ 

ew, Pedro Hendel '08, was graduat¬ 

ing, Sey and I agreed to hold our 

Class of 1953 banner while marching 

with the other reunion classes. After 

the graduates had marched to their 

seats under a tent on South Lawn, 

we were instructed to walk down 

the aisle under the tent. The first 

class was the Class of 1958, celebrat¬ 

ing its 50th reunion. Next was the 

Class of 1948, celebrating its 60th 

reunion. Sey and I followed carrying 

our banner. As we marched down 

the aisle, the entire graduating class 

rose from their seats and started 

cheering and applauding. It was 

quite moving! As we reached the 

end of the aisle, Sey asked me, "Do 

you know why they are cheering 

us?" When I replied that I had no 

idea, Sey confided, "They're cheer¬ 

ing us because we're able to walk 

down the aisle and don't need to be 

pushed in a wheelchair." 

Our class was represented at the 

University Commencement. Sey¬ 

mour Hendel and his wife, Patricia 

'53 Barnard, represented the class 

at the ceremonies by marching be¬ 

hind the faculty and distinguished 

visitors. Sey and Patty wore appro¬ 

priate caps and gowns. 

In the next issues of CCT, I'm 

planning to write about classmates 

who attended the reunion. If you 

have any anecdotes about any of 

classmates who attended, please 

send an e-mail. 

The New York Times issue of July 

7 carried a four-column obituary 

of our talented classmate, Norman 

Marcus, who passed away on 

June 30 at his home in Manhat¬ 

tan. Even though he was quite 

ill, Norman and his wife, Maria, 

had been looking forward to com¬ 

ing to our 55th reunion Saturday 

luncheon. Alas, Norman was not 

up to attending. However, his TEP 

fraternity brothers, Julie Ross and 

A1 Jackman, visited him in June. 

Norman had quite a career. For 

more than 20 years as the general 

counsel to the New York City Plan¬ 

ning Commission, Norman drafted 

much of the legal language that 

was used to preserve the historic 

character of many of New York 

City's neighborhoods, and artists 

can thank Norman for drafting the 

"loft law," which permitted them 

to legally live in lofts. Norman 

and Maria have two daughters, a 

son and four grandchildren. He 

was a wonderful fellow, a delight¬ 

ful classmate and an enthusiastic 

legal expert who will be sorely 

missed. [Editor's note: An obituary 

is scheduled for the November/ 

December issue.] 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

alumni AFFAIRS Natalie Miranda 
nm24l7@columbia.edu 

212-870-2768 
DEVELOPMENT Arik Thormahlen 

at2243@columbia.edu 
212-870-2249 

Howard Falberg 

13710 Paseo Bonita 

Poway, CA 92064 

westmontgr@aol.com 

Tom O'Reilly and his wife, Marie 

Paule, will not only continue their 
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lives as globe trotters but also are 

building a home in the south of 

France. Perhaps we can gather 

there for an overseas reunion. In 

the meantime, they will maintain 

their home in San Diego. Alan 

Fendrick and his wife, Beverly, 

spent the summer in Sarasota, Fla., 

rather than going up to the Berk- 

shires, due to some health issues, 

but still are hoping and planning 

to spend time overseas with some 

of their children. Len Moche has 

moved to new bachelor quarters in 

Westchester County, where he con¬ 

stantly hones his culinary abilities. 

I have so many wonderful mem¬ 

ories of professors and instructors 

who taught at Columbia, including 

Dr. Louis Cohn-Haft '41.1 recently 

received a card from him with a 

return address in Siena, Italy. Al¬ 

though he went on to become a full 

professor at Smith or Mount Ho¬ 

lyoke (I'm not sure which), I have 

always had fond memories of the 

man and his classes. I've never for¬ 

gotten the time when Jacques Maes 

and I decided to go down to Central 

Park and rent horses to go riding 

in the park. We got back to campus 

just a bit late for Cohn-Haft's class. 

We walked in still wearing boots 

and britches and his comment was 

... "aha, the coup d'etat." He was a 

great teacher and a good friend. 

Have you contacted Bemd 

Brecher yet to help organize our 

reunion next year? In the mean¬ 

time, please enjoy life and revel in 

the good memories that Columbia 

and our classmates provide. 

Gerald Sherwin 

181 E. 73rd St., Apt. 6A 

New York, NY 10021 

gs481@jxmo.com 

There always is some interesting 

news coming from Momingside 

Heights, whether iT s the New 

York City Council approving Co¬ 

lumbia's plans for creating a new 

Manhattanville campus moving 

forward, the $4 billion Columbia 

Campaign passing the $2.5 billion 

mark or renowned author/neurol¬ 

ogist Dr. Oliver Sacks being named 

the inaugural Columbia Artist, 

linking departments and campuses 

through his work. The most in¬ 

triguing announcement recently 

was that Dean Austin Quigley will 

step down as dean of the College 

at the end of the 2008-09 academic 

year. The dean has had an out¬ 

standing 14-year tenure, in which 

time he created tremendous mo¬ 

mentum in the College's growth. 

After his deanship ends, Quigley 

will continue to teach and do re¬ 

search at Columbia, and serve as 

special adviser on undergraduate 

education to President Lee C. Bol¬ 

linger. As part of his "final tour," 

the dean will be honored on Thurs¬ 

day, November 13, as the recipient 

of the Alexander Hamilton Medal 

at the American Museum of Natu¬ 

ral History in Manhattan. 

Columbia has continued to at¬ 

tract high-profile speakers to cam¬ 

pus. Joel Klein '67, chancellor of 

the New York City Department of 

Education, delivered the keynote 

address at Class Day, and Cardinal 

Edward Egan of the Archdiocese 

of New York spoke to an overflow 

crowd at the Baccalaureate Service 

in St. Paul's Chapel a couple of 

days earlier. 

After looking at all the numbers, 

it turns out that your favorite Col¬ 

lege class finished the 2007-08 

fiscal year in the top two or three 

in terms of percent participation to 

the Columbia College Fund (al¬ 

most 43 percent in a non-reunion 

year). Thanks go to Class Agents 

Bob Pearlman, Don Laufer, Alfred 

Gollomp, Elliot Gross (doing a lot 

of phone work), Jim Berick (shut¬ 

tling between Cleveland and a 

warmer area of the United States), 

Lew Mendelson (still in Bethesda, 

Md.), Larry Balfus and Bob Brown 

for their efforts. 

The University Travel Study 

programs are quite exciting, 

whether it is a trip to Antarctica in 

early 2009 with Dr. Mark Cane, a 

golf cruise to Spain and Morocco in 

late 2008 with Columbia champion 

golf coach Rich Mueller (a lot of 

sand traps) or the most fascinating 

event — celebrating the 2009 New 

Year in St. Petersburg, Russia, at 

the Czar's Ball in Catherine's Pal¬ 

ace with Professor Richard Wort- 

man (dance lessons not included). 

The Columbia University Ath¬ 

letics Hall of Fame has announced 

its latest inductees, to be celebrated 

at a special dinner on Thursday, 

October 2. People from our era are 

the 1950-51 undefeated basketball 

team (led by Bob Reiss '52, Alan 

Stein '52, Stanley Maratos '53 et al); 

John Azary '51, a member of that 

team, won an individual award. 

Irv DeKoff, former head fenc¬ 

ing coach, also will be inducted, 

posthumously. (Take note: Barry 

Pariser, Stan Zinberg, Mort Civan 

and Ferdie Setaro.) The late Olym¬ 

pian George Shaw '53 made it. 

Others from a more recent vintage 

will also be honored at the gala 

ceremony. 

The most prolific e-mail writers 

in our class would have to be Ron 

McPhee (in Westchester) and Bob 

Thonus (Murrieta, Calif.). Both are 

retired and are gearing up for our 

55th reunion. Bring some friends, 

guys. Others who are working and 

playing out West are attorney Har¬ 

old Seider in L.A.; Jeff Broido, of 

La Jolla fame, who came back east 

for a visit a couple of months ago; 

Bernie Kirtman, from Northern 

Three generations of College alumni from the Tolkin family got into the 
picture on Class Day this year, at the political science reception. From 
left to right: Eric Tolkin '82, Aaron Tolkin '08 and Arnold Tolkin '54. 
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California, who spent time with 

Bill Epstein in New York recently; 

Frank Laudonio, a retired physi¬ 

cian in Scottsdale, Ariz.; and Rich¬ 

ard Waissar, our consulting mining 

engineer in Golden, Colo. 

Another retiree is Judd Posner, 

who has found Naples, Fla., to be 

his home. Al Martz spent a little 

time in that area of the country a 

short time ago, visiting Bob Cross¬ 

man in Boynton Beach. In addition 

to Lew Mendelson, who lives in 

Bethesda, other classmates situated 

in the mid-Atlantic region are Lar¬ 

ry Cove, a retired psychiatrist and 

consultant, also in Bethesda; Henry 

Wolf, president/owner of IRMAs- 

sociates in Falls Church, Va.; and 

Ron Dubner in Baltimore. We owe 

a slight correction to Ron — he was 

not a band manager, as stated in a 

previous column, but he did play 

the saxophone and clarinet in the 

marching and concert bands. Ron 

reminds us that the group dressed 

in blue blazers, gray trousers and 

white bucks (a little dissimilar to 

the undergrads of today). 

Moving up the coastline, there's 

Dave Angus, retired as CFO for 

Satisfied Customers, and living in 

Lebanon, Pa. Don Rivin, who has 

been a physical chemist, is part of 

the Croton-on-Hudson commu¬ 

nity, and Steve Rabin, toiling in 

the legal profession in Manhattan, 

commutes from Irvington, N.Y. 

Michael Standard has a similar 

lifestyle, with one of the differ¬ 

ences being that his home is Pound 

Ridge, N.Y. Barry Sullivan, our 

former Regis H.S. and New York 

Knicks star (oh, how we could 

use him now) still is in energy 

management — K Road Power 

in midtown — and has a home in 

Bronxville, N.Y. If we head further 

upstate, there's Beryl Nusbaum, 

a Rochester native, who still is 

involved with the law when he is 

not traveling around the world. 

(Athletics are picking up. Beryl.) 

In New England is our retired ar¬ 

chitect buddy, Nelson Nordquist, 

who makes his home in the prosaic 

White Horse Beach, Mass. 

A key person in the field of pat¬ 

ent law (along with Stu Kaback) is 

Roland Plottel, who spent much of 

his summer in Europe. Roland was 

unable to make the last dinner of 

the "group of '55" that goes from 

borough to borough eating and 

drinking and enjoying themselves. 

Anyone is welcome to join these 

"merry men." Ramon Monge is 

another retiree, from the federal 

Social Security Administration. He 

is making his home quite nicely in 

the Bronx. Peter Pressman is thriv¬ 

ing in Manhattan while working 

at Weill Medical College of Cornell 

University on the Upper East Side. 

We ran into soccer aficionado 

Anthony Viscusi several times 

recently, one of which was after his 

favorite team was eliminated from 

the European Championship. (It's 

only a game — or is it?) 

Brilliant, yet modest members 

of the Class of 1955. Take good 

care of yourselves. Think positive 

thoughts. Get involved. And most 

of all, be happy! 

Love to all! Everywhere! 

56 
Alan N. Miller 

257 Central Park West, 

Apt. 9D 

New York, NY 10024 

oldocal@aol.com 

It is summer when I am writing 

this, so it's a shorter column. 

I forgot to include earlier a note 

received in February about Robert 

Emmet Long concerning his liter¬ 

ary efforts. A new book came out in 

June, a critical biography of Truman 

Capote (Truman Capote, Enfant Ter¬ 
rible), which was well received. He 

also recently wrote the third in a 

series. Writing: Working in the Theatre. 
Keep it up, and sorry for the delay. 
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Rabbi Harold Kushner ’55 Reaches a 
Larger Congregation as a Writer 

By Laura Butchy '04 Arts Few books have touched 
as many lives as When 
Bad Things Happen to 
Good People. Originally 

published in 1981, the book 
by Conservative Rabbi Harold 
Kushner '55 was not only a 
bestseller in the United States 
but also has been translated into 
at least a dozen languages. 

"He has a rather unique 
gift," says Joel Meyers, e.v.p. of 
the Rabbinical Assembly and 
a friend of Kushner for more 
than 40 years. "Like wisdom 
teachers in the Bible, the au¬ 
thors of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 
and so forth, Rabbi Kushner 
takes religious teachings and 
complex religious ideas and 
puts them in language that is 
understandable and uplifting at 
the same time." 

While Kushner may not have 
anticipated a writing career, 
Jewish theology has been his 
interest since attending the 
College. Growing up in Crown 
Heights, Brooklyn, he decided 
to attend Columbia because 
it was the "best school l could 
imagine, with a wonderful repu¬ 
tation, and a short subway ride 
home." 

When he started at the 
College, Kushner planned to 
focus on psychology. After the 
basic course, he decided the 
experimental focus wasn't for 
him and switched to literature. 
"I was fortunate enough to 
take Mark Van Doren's last 
English class my senior year, 
which was extraordinary," he 
recalls, also citing the influ¬ 
ence of Andrew Chiappe '33 
(Shakespeare), Julian Franklin 
(Contemporary Civilization) 
and James Shenton '49 (his¬ 
tory). Outside of class, Kushner 
worked for Jester and WKCR, 
where he became director of 
sports broadcasting. He also 
was president of the student 
Zionist organization. 

While at Columbia, Kushner 
enrolled in the Jewish Theologi¬ 
cal Seminary evening program, 

initially just for fun. He admired 
his rabbi in Brooklyn, and his 
parents had provided him with 
a strong religious background. 
By his junior year, Kushner 
had determined the rabbinate 
would be his career. After grad¬ 
uation, he enrolled full time 
and was ordained at JTS. 

Kushner volunteered for two 
years for the Army chaplaincy 

core in Fort Sill, Okla., then 
returned to New York to serve 
as assistant rabbi in Great 
Neck, Long Island. During his 
four years there, he completed 
graduate work for his doctor¬ 
ate at JTS, which he earned 
in 1972. With one child and a 
second on the way, Kushner 
and his wife, Suzette, moved 
to Massachusetts, where he 
became rabbi of Temple Israel 
in Natick in 1966. 

Their proximity to the excel¬ 
lent medical care in Boston was 
important for caring for their 
son, who was diagnosed with 
a degenerative disease. "When 
our son was dying, he was not 
quite 14," says Kushner. "Like a 
lot of children who feel they're 
going to die soon, he was afraid 
he would be forgotten because 

he didn't live long enough, not 
knowing parents never forget. I 
promised I'd tell his story." 

After struggling to under¬ 
stand his son's death, Kushner 
thought others might be com¬ 
forted by his personal theologi¬ 
cal resolution. He captured the 
story in When Bad Things Hap¬ 
pen to Good People, an honest 
attempt to understanding trag¬ 

edy and evil in the world. 
"All religions have an aspect 

to them that is universal in 
the values they teach. He has 
taken the message of Judaism 
and presented it in a way that 
makes it accessible and under¬ 
standable," Meyers says. "He 
has taught us that when life is 
seen through the eyes of faith, 
then the way we see life and 
the things that happen to us in 
life changes. And he has been 
able to communicate that in 
a way that is meaningful and 
uplifting to people." 

Kushner's message reso¬ 
nated with people all over the 
world, catapulting him to fame 
and making the book a best¬ 
seller in many languages. Sud¬ 
denly Kushner found himself in 
demand as a speaker, and his 

new career as a writer would 
lead to countless awards, in 
1995, his book When All You've 
Ever Wanted Isn't Enough, won 
a Christopher Medal, and Kush¬ 
ner was honored by the Roman 
Catholic organization the Chris¬ 
tophers as one of 50 people 
who have made the world a 
better place in the last 50 years. 
He was named clergyman of 
the year by the national organi¬ 
zation Religion in American Life 
in 1999, and in 2007, the Jewish 
Book Council gave him a Life¬ 
time Achievement Award. 

Kushner continued as rabbi 
of Temple Israel full time until 
1983, when he began to serve 
the synagogue half time and 
write more. In 1990, he began 
writing and lecturing full time, 
still filling in at the synagogue 
as rabbi laureate. Last year, 
Temple Israel held a celebra¬ 
tion honoring his 40 years with 
the congregation. In addition 
to publishing a collection of 
his sermons, the congregation 
arranged for him to throw out 
the first pitch at a Red Sox 
game this spring. 

Kushner still calls Natick 
home, where he enjoys spend¬ 
ing time with his daughter and 
two grandchildren. Among his 
many speaking appearances, 
he has remained devoted to 
the Rabbinical Assembly, of¬ 
fering teaching sessions and 
addresses at conventions and 
seminars. But his primary work 
is writing, having authored 
several best-selling and award¬ 
winning books, and he hopes 
to finish his 10th book for pub¬ 
lication next year. 

Despite his success, Kush¬ 
ner is humbled by his unex¬ 
pected career turn. "The book 
was turned down by two pub¬ 
lishers before a small publisher 
accepted it," he says. "I am still 
surprised by the response." 

Laura Butchy '04 Arts is a 
writer, dramaturg and theater 
educator in New York City. 

Rabbi Harold Kushner '55's bestselling book, When Bad Things Hap¬ 
pen to Good People, touched readers worldwide. He has since writ¬ 
ten nine more books. 
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1958: Class members who registered for reunion include Morris Amitay, Allen Appel, Richard Bakalor, Peter Barth, Walter Berkowitz, George Bra- 
man, Carl Braren, Ernest Brod, Fredric Brous, Ira Carlin, Stanley Coen, Peter Cohn, Peter Demetriou, John Diaz, Barry Dickman, Joseph Dorinson, 
George Ehrenhaft, Fred Ehrman, Russell Ellis, Thomas Ettinger, Edgar Feige, David Feit, Martin Feldman, Daniel Fernandez, Charles Feuer, Harvey 
Feuerstein, Richard Frankel, Arthur Freeman, Carl Frischling, Marshall Front, Robert Furey, Generoso Gascon, E. Michael Geiger, Charles Golden, 
Stanley Goldsmith, Paul Gomperz, S. Donald Gonson, Ira Goodman, Charles Goodstein, Stu Gottfried, Elliott Gross, Howard Gruber, Peter Gruen- 
berger, Peter Guthery, Edward Halperin, Morton Halperin, Edwin Hankin, Laurence Harris, Robert Hartman, Eddie Hedaya, E. Thomas Henkel, Harold 
Herbst, Paul Herman, Floyd Hollister, Stuart Huntington, Martin Hurwitz, Burt Jacoby, Robert Jespersen, George Jochnowitz, Steven Jonas, Joel 
Karliner, Maurice "Mauri" Katz, Ronald Kessel, Gerald Keusch, Howard Kibel, Chinhyun Kim, Stephen Klatsky, Joseph Klein, Louis Klein, Bernard 
Kosowsky, Henry Kurtz, Nolan Lassiter, Melvin Lechner, Michael Lesch, Michael Levin, Arthur Levine, Robert Levine, Lawrence Levy, waiter Lipow, 
David Londoner, Mark Luftig, Neil Mann, David Marcus, Lawrence Margolies, John McGroarty, Gerald Medoff, Stanley Meyers, Irv Michlin, Spencer 
Miller, Frederick Mitchell, william Morrill, John Munyan, lan Nisonson, Bernard Nussbaum, Howard Orlin, Steven Paul, Howard Presant, Sheldon 
Raab, Arthur Radin, Neville Robbins, Sidney Rosdeitcher, David Rosen, Robert Rosen, Bill Rosenthal, John Rothschild, Asher Rubin, Stanley Schach- 
ne, Sheldon Schlaff, William Schwartz, Boyd Seidenberg, Lawrence Shainberg, Irwin Sharkey, Richard Silbert, Fredric Silverblatt, George Sokolsky, 
Henry Solomon, Michael Sparago, Milton Stein, Ralph Stephens, Carl Stern, George Stern, James Sternberg, Martin Stitelman, Ted Story, Jerry 
Straus, Stuart Siegell, Sidney Surrey, Ronald Szczypkowski, Robert Tauber, William Vann, Elliot Vogelfanger, Jerry waldbaum, Robert Waldbaum, 
Richard Waldman, Eli Weinberg, George Weinstock, Mark Weiss, Harold Wittner, Leo Zickler and Leonard Zivitz. 
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We are continuing our roughly 

monthly class lunches. A recent 

lunch at the Columbia Club includ¬ 

ed a guest — Sharyn O'Halloran, 

the George Blumenthal Professor of 

Political Science and International 

Affairs. We had an interactive dis¬ 

cussion about the current election, 

so thanks to Alan Press, who found 

her and was present. Also partici¬ 

pating were Lou Hemmerdinger, 

Peter Klein, Arthur Frank, Alan 

Broadwin, Mark Novick, Maurice 

Klein, Ron Kapon, Steve Easton, 

Buz Paaswell and yours truly. It 

was great fun, and we should con¬ 

sider inviting guests in the future. 

During the summer, lunch was 

at classmates' country clubs — 

July, Maurice Klein, and August, 

Dan Link. 

Another milestone was reached 

this year when I helped run my 

Business School 50th reunion. My, 

how fast the time goes. 

Finally, after many decades, I 

have been in touch with an old 

friend, fraternity brother and fellow 

poker player, Stan Lipnick, who 

finally came to NYC. We agreed to 

get together for lunch at MoMA. 

Stan sees Sandy and Larry Lewis 

and Peg and Marv Geller in Florida 

where he and his wife, Judy, have 

partially retired, when not in Chi¬ 

cago, and also sees Don Schecter, 

who was their son's guardian. 

So guys, here as usual is wishing 

us all health, happiness, longevity 

and a rising stock market — the 

first half of 2008 not so good — 

with caring children and extraordi¬ 

nary grandchildren. If anyone has 

great-grands, let me know. 

Keep in touch, give me news and 

love to all. Telephone 212-712-2369 

and e-mail oldocal@aol.com — but 

identify yourself as Columbia and 

classmate or get erased. 

57 
Herman Levy 

7322 Rockford Dr. 

Falls Church, VA 22043 

hdlleditor@aol.com 

John "Sparky" Breeskin seeks help 

in finding someone in the publish¬ 

ing business. He has been writing a 

technical manual for psychothera¬ 

pists and a memoir for more than 30 

years and is more than three-fourths 

finished with this gargantuan task 

"that makes the fifth labor of Her¬ 

cules [cleaning the Augean stables] 

pale by comparison. 

"If any of you knows of either 

an agent, editor or holiest of holy, 

a publisher, and would be willing 

to network with me, your name 

would go, prominently displayed, 

in the acknowledgments. This is 

an opportunity not to be missed! 

Thanks for any ideas you might be 

willing to share." 

Marty Fishen "Spring was in the 

air in NYC... for our final luncheon 

of the 2007-08 season, the tempera¬ 

ture was in the 70s and the young 

career women were wearing their 

spring wardrobe finery. Life seemed 

worth living... as 10 classmates 

met at the University Club on Fifth 

Avenue, just east of MoMA: Mar¬ 

tin Brothers, Neil McLellan, Joel 

Schwartz, Ed Weinstein, Bob Klip- 

stein, Art Meyerson, Lew Schainuck 

(from Corona del Mar, Calif.), Sal 

Franchino, George Lutz and myself." 

Ed Weinstein "sent an editorial 

from The New York Sun on John 

Coatsworth, whom President Lee 

C. Bollinger recently appointed 

SIPA dean, to each of our guests, 

hoping to stir up some controversy, 

clearly a successful strategy." 

Marty further reports drat "Bob 

Lipsyte and his son, Sam [an assis¬ 

tant professor and director of un¬ 

dergraduate creative writing at the 

College], have been busy. Sam won 

one of the six Guggenheim Fellow¬ 

ships awarded to Columbia this 

year. Bob published a foreword to 

a new, interesting book on China, 

Along the Roaring River: My Wild 
Ride from Mao to the Met, by Hao 

Jiang Tian, with Lois B. Morris, 

Bob's wife ... published by John 

Wiley & Sons in association with 

Lincoln Center Books as of May 5." 

While attending meetings of the 

American Bar Association Section 

of Public Contract Law in Austin, 

Texas, yours truly had a delight¬ 

ful dinner with Peggy and Steve 

Kornguth. Steve sums up his and 

Peggy's careers: "At the University 

of Texas, I direct the Center for 

Strategic and Innovative Tech¬ 

nologies, and direct the biological 

sciences activities of the Institute 

for Advanced Technology at UT. 

The research is in the areas of 

sustaining human performance in 

high-stress environments and also 

developing defensive responses 

to biological threats. Have been at 

the UT since 1998 when I became 

Professor Emeritus of Neurology 

and Biomolecular Chemistry at the 

University of Wisconsin Madison. 

Wife Peggy is retired from her 

work at Starks, which supported 

the National Cancer Institute ef¬ 

fort to identify potential drugs that 

were effective in managing cancer 

and AIDS diseases in patients." 

Carlos Munoz: "My wife, Kassie, 

and I visited Orange County, Calif., 

and had the opportunity to visit and 

have a delightful lunch with John 

Taussig and his wife, Jan, who are 

enjoying retirement in Corona del 

Mar. They enjoy spending time with 

their first grandchild, Marin Elisa¬ 

beth (seven weeks old as of May 6), 

send greetings to all and are looking 

forward to the next reunion." 

John retired 10 years ago; he and 

Jan have lived in Corona del Mar 

since. 

Joel Schwartz won four gold 

medals at the New York State 

Senior Games swim for 2008. [Edi¬ 

tor's note: Schwartz passed away 

on July 25. An obituary will appear 

in a future issue.] 

Barry Dickman 

25 Main St. 

Court Plaza North, Ste 104 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

bdickmanesq@gmail.com 

What a great reunion we had! 

From the opening class picnic to 
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the closing brunch, more than 140 

classmates in a mellow, nostalgic 

mood, together with their wives 

and families, enjoyed a series of 

exciting activities, shared remi¬ 

niscences about undergraduate 

days and caught up on the years in 

between. The significant reunion 

events included a cocktail party at 

the Stanley H. Kaplan Penthouse 

at Lincoln Center hosted by Peter 

Gruenberger, Bemie Nussbaum 

and Marshall Front, followed by 

a New York Philharmonic concert 

featuring Emanuel Ax '70; and a 

class panel discussion, "Econom¬ 

ics 101: the U.S. Over 101 Years 

—1958 Through 2058," organized 

by David Londoner and Professor 

Peter B. Kenen '54, who taught 

at the College during our under¬ 

graduate years. On Friday night 

we gathered at The Water Club 

for a cocktail party and dinner, 

highlighted by a fascinating talk 

by Professor Hilary Ballon, former 

chair of the art history and archeol¬ 

ogy department, on Columbia's 

expansion to a new campus north 

of 125th Street and its evocation of 

the Robert Moses era. 

In another classic setting, Casa 

Italiana, the class enjoyed a conge¬ 

nial lunch followed by an "open let¬ 

ter" about the meaning of friendship 

from history professor Peter Paz- 

zaglini. Ernie Brod, Bany Dickman, 

Joe Dorinson and Peter Gruen¬ 

berger then recreated a panel discus¬ 

sion comparing the College then and 

now, which had first been presented 

before the incoming Qass of 2008. 

Now that our "grandchild" bridging 

class has graduated, '58's panelists 

were joined by Neda Navab '08, 

Stephanie Quan '08 and Calvin Sun 

'08. It's hard to know exactly what 

these engaging young graduates 

made of our reminiscences about the 

"olden days," but their descriptions 

of today's campus life were quite 

illuminating. 

The final major event was a 

dinner in another spectacular set¬ 

ting, Low Rotunda, culminating in 

a talk by Provost Alan Brinkley, the 

Allan Nevins Professor of Ameri¬ 

can History, primarily about the 

new campus in Manhattanville. 

Here are a few of the updates 

we gathered. Mike Sparago, who 

received his M.D. from Chicago 

Medical School, practices internal 

medicine in Northern Westchester 

County; he works with his wife, 

Jena, a licensed practical nurse. 

Their daughter, Marta '01 GS, 

received a master's from NYU in 

global studies with an emphasis on 

security matters. 

Our last report on Steve Jonas 

was incomplete; he had reported 

on just his latest three books, but he 

actually has written or collaborated 

on at least 30 books. Stan Gold¬ 

smith has once again made New 

York Magazine's "best doctors" list. 

Stan practices nuclear medicine at 

NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital, 

Weill Cornell Medical Center, spe¬ 

cializing in the treatment of thyroid 

cancer, neuroendocrine tumors, 

lymphoma and PET imaging. 

Mort Halperin is executive 

director of the Open Society Policy 

Center, a D.C. think tank sponsored 

by financier George Soros. Rocket 

scientist Russell Ellis, although 

retired, does consulting for the Pratt 

& Whitney division of United Tech¬ 

nologies. Russ lives in Saratoga, 

Calif., happily close to wine coun¬ 

try. Chinhyun Kim is adviser to the 

chairman of the Hyosung Corp., a 

Korean conglomerate. 

Bill Esberg, although long re¬ 

tired from teaching at Asbury Park 

H.S., has continued his pedagogical 

ways: He teaches bridge and plays 

in tournaments all over the country 

and has become a Life Master along 

the way. After a long career as a 

partner in a large Boston law firm, 

Roger Kessel (along with his wife, 

June) retired to Cape Cod, where 

he spends most of his time boating; 

he is active in Power Squadrons, a 

national organization devoted to 

boating education and safety. 

A complete list of those who 

registered is printed with the class 

photo in this issue. 

The Class Lunch is held on the 

second Wednesday of every month, 

in the Grill Room of the Princeton/ 

Columbia Club, 15 W. 43rd St. ($31 

per person). E-mail Art Radin if 

you plan to attend, up to the day 

before: aradin@radinglass.com. 
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Jim Levy writes, "Since 19731 

have successfully evaded the bai¬ 

liff in Australia, in Sydney, to be 

precise. Now I am collecting my 

superannuation (in light of the 

present economic circumstances, 

thankfully, a defined benefit) and 

enjoying life in the following ways: 

family, travel, tennis, and writing 

and research. With another col¬ 

league at the University of New 

South Wales, I have been writing a 

book (since the beginning of time, 

it seems) comparing the develop¬ 

ment of living standards in Austra¬ 

lia and Argentina from the 1890s to 

the 1960s. We focus on the invest¬ 

ment in social capital — education, 

health, housing and Social Security 

— to explain the divergence in 

living standards between the two 

countries despite the similarities of 

their economies during the period 

under consideration. Rapt as we 

are in the topic, I still miss teaching 

a lot. And I concur absolutely with 

those College graduates who assert 

the importance of our four years 

at Columbia, and especially the 

experience of the Core, as essential 

to our adult lives. 

"Personal contentment rubs 

harshly against the state of the 

world. I keep thinking about how 

lucky our generation has been; 

because we were bom in the 

midst of the Depression we have 

benefited from the demographics 

and the timing. Most of us were 

too young to have suffered the 

economic and social consequences 

of the crisis and too young to have 

fought either in WWII or in Korea. 

We enjoyed all the prizes of the 

post-WWII prosperity, including 

a shortage of labor due to the low 

birth rate during the 1930s. Conse¬ 

quently, many of us have enjoyed 

secure employment, even careers. 

We can expect to live perhaps 10 

years longer than did our parents 

— and I could go on. But what 

have we done with our luck? Have 

we achieved peace? Why are so 

many impoverished despite the 

immense wealth we have accumu¬ 

lated? Why do AIDS, malaria and 

tuberculosis afflict so many when 

these diseases can be managed or 

eliminated? Have we squandered 

our good fortune? Have we failed 

as a generation to build on what 

has been given us? Should we pon¬ 

der this at the reunion? 

"I plan to be there (at the 50th 

reunion) and to renew the discus¬ 

sions of our youth." 

A1 Franklin writes,"... I must 

admit that learning about Henry 

Ebel's death shook me a little. 

I didn't know Henry very well 

except to say hello as we passed 

on campus, but I did remember 

his humor as editor of Jester. I was 

interested enough to Google him 

and found, not to my surprise, that 

he had had a successful career as 

an academic.... 

"This spring, University of 

Pittsburgh Press published a co¬ 

authored book on which I was lead 

author — the other authors were 

A.W.F. Edwards, Cambridge Uni¬ 

versity; Daniel Fairbanks, Brigham 

Young; Daniel Hartl, Harvard; and 

Teddy Seidenfeld, Carnegie Mellon 

— Ending the Mendel-Fisher Contro¬ 
versy. In 1936, R.A. Fisher argued 

that Mendel's data was 'too good 

to be true' and that it had been 

falsified. Since 1964,there has been 

a controversy about this and my 

colleagues and I argue that Fisher 

was wrong and that the contro¬ 

versy should end. 

"The other big news is that on 

July 4,1 was off on a 1,000-mile 

cycling trip around Colorado, with 

plans for a cross-country trip in 

2010. That way it doesn't interfere 

with our 50th reunion." 

The trip sounds great, and we are 

glad that you will be at the reunion. 

Frank Wilson wants us to know 

that, "Someone recently talked me 

into opening a page on Facebook. 

It has turned out to be more use¬ 

ful than I imagined. It was Peter 

Rosenfeld's wife who started this." 

Do others among us also have 

Facebook or similar identities that 

we want to share with each other? 

Leslie Terry Jones writes from 

Las Vegas that, "Matched with an 

aged wife, I mete and dole unequal 

laws unto a savage race that hoard 

and sleep and feed and know not 

me. But as of July 1,1 retired as a 

senior partner at Brownstein Hyatt 

Farber Schreck, in the Las Vegas of¬ 

fice, to go of counsel. Old age hath 

yet its honor and its toil." 

We wish you a long and happy 

retirement. 

Bill Berberich asks, "Now 

that the Class of '59 has reached 

'the death zone' (a Mount Ever¬ 

est mountain climber's term), 

wouldn't it be interesting to 

conduct a survey (limited to one- 

sentence responses) as to how our 

classmates feel about 'What hap¬ 

pens when we die?'" 

Raymond La Raja writes, "I've 

been in touch with some of the 

people in the Alumni Office re: our 

50th. One of my main concerns, as 

you know, is whom we can ask to 

be our guest speaker ... 

"By the way, as regards my trip 

to India, as enjoyable as it was, 

they still have a long way to go to 

catch up with the United States, 

regardless of what the naysayers in 

the press have been touting." 

I hope that all of us will help 

in planning our reunion. If you 

haven't heard from Columbia solic¬ 

iting your help, please let me know. 

I am sorry to report to you the 

death of David Z. Kitay on March 

10. David was a physician and 

lived in Ormond Beach, Fla. [See 

Obituaries.] 

Walt Schnabel writes, "I en¬ 

joyed reading about fellow class¬ 

mates for years; let me finally add 

a few lines. 

"I graduated from the Engineer¬ 

ing School in '60 and spent three 

years with the Navy's Amphibious 

Fleet (I vividly remember '62, re¬ 

turning from a seven-month Medi¬ 

terranean deployment, being home 

less than 24 hours with my wife 

and 3-month-old daughter, and 

being called back to the ship for 

another three-month deployment 

that involved the Cuban Blockade). 
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I returned to Columbia in '63 for 

my master's in metallurgical en¬ 

gineering while married with two 

daughters. 

"I have been married for 47 years 

to the lovely Barbara (Gallo), whom 

I met while at Columbia; Barbara 

graduated from the Fashion Insti¬ 

tute of Technology, later returned to 

college and became an R.N., from 

which profession she is now retired. 

We have three wonderful married 

daughters, and have been blessed 

with six grandchildren — two of 

whom already are well along in 

their college studies. 

"My most memorable profes¬ 

sors at the College and Engineer¬ 

ing School were Polykarp Kusch 

(Nobel Prize, Professor of Physics) 

and Herbert Kellogg '41E, '43E 

(professor of mineral engineer¬ 

ing), both of whom greatly further 

stimulated my interest in science/ 

material processing, which initially 

developed at Brooklyn Tech H.S. 

"My first professional experi¬ 

ence was as a process metallurgist 

at General Electric's Knolls Atomic 

Power Lab/ Admiral [Hyman G.] 

Rickover's Program). The lab's fo¬ 

cus on design discipline/safeguards 

was impressive; the performance 

of Navy's Nuclear Fleet speaks for 

itself. I always hoped the rest of the 

country would further pursue the 

nuclear energy option. 

"Subsequently I joined a smaller 

company. Materials Research Corp., 

which was a pioneer in material's 

deposition technology having a 

customer base of computer chip 

manufacturers worldwide. Al¬ 

though company growth/pace of 

technology advancement was an 

exciting experience, my highlight 

was promotion to v.p. at MRC's an¬ 

nual meeting at the American Stock 

Exchange. Final position was v.p. of 

material operations with responsi¬ 

bility for plants in New York, France 

and Japan. 

"I finally spent 10 years with the 

American Society of Mechanical 

Engineers as managing director of 

technical programs for the society. 

It was a rewarding experience sup¬ 

porting the engineering profession; 

one key interesting responsibility 

was supporting the National Lab 

Technology Transfer Committee 

(entailed regular meetings with 

directors of national labs to coor¬ 

dinate available resources at the 

labs to support ASME technical 

initiatives). 

"Some of my fondest Columbia 

memories were my midshipmen 

cruises visiting foreign ports: Oslo, 

Lisbon, Copenhagen, Hamburg. 

I also have participated with the 

Naval Reserve. Now, in retire¬ 

ment, I volunteer for the Air Force, 

and in conjunction we have taken 

many military excursions (Alaska, 

Hungary, Iceland and Morocco, to 

mention a few). I'm disappointed 

that NROTC training no longer is 

available on campus and want to 

express my appreciation to Ted 

Graske (head of the committee 

'Alliance for Columbia' to bring 

ROTC back on campus) — any 

support for this endeavor would 

be greatly welcome. 

"Another enjoyable, more re¬ 

cent, Columbia-related activity has 

been attending football games at 

Baker Field. Columbia won four of 

the last five games I attended. May 

the success continue! Looking for¬ 

ward to the 50th reunion." 

Clive Chajet wants us to know 

that, "I am doing what I have been 

doing for a long time, thankfully. 

A husband for 42 years, a father 

for more than 37 years to the two 

greatest daughters in history, [a 

grandfather for] more than four 

years to the world's most wonder¬ 

ful granddaughters, active in busi¬ 

ness as a brand consultant to all 

kinds of businesses, serving on two 

for-profit and two not-for-profit 

boards, splitting my time between 

New York City and Bridgehamp- 

ton, having two glasses of red wine 

for medicinal purposes at dinner¬ 

time, still cashing royalty checks 

from a book I wrote. Image by 
Design, more than 15 years ago and 

basically being very grateful for all 

my blessings. Of course, looking 

forward to our 50th reunion." 

Check Amazon for the release 

by Simon & Schuster of Big Man 
On Campus: A University President 
Speaks Out on Higher Education by 

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg. 

Paul Kantor shares the following 

with us: "Here is a vague memory 

0erry Goodisman, Jay Neugeboren 

or somebody else who took Collo¬ 

quium may be able to flesh it out). 

"It concerns (Henry) Ebel and 

(Erwin) Glickes (who also is no 

longer with us). One or the other 

(Glickes?) wrote a letter to the New 
York Post (I think) about some top¬ 

ic, and the other sent a letter, also 

published, praising the first letter 

and closing 'I'd like to have him 

for a friend'. As I recall, [Professor 

F.W.] Dupee referenced it at the 

next class meeting, telling Henry 

'I'd like to have you for a friend.' 

"Or do I imagine this? 

"Another vague memory: Was 

Henry salutatorian?" (Yes, he was.) 

"If so, he made some rather wise 

remarks about the fact that by the 

time we graduated from college we 

had already divided ourselves into 

two cultures [this may just barely 

predate Snow, need a historian to 

sort that out]... again — others will 

recall better than I — 

"As I tax my powers of recall, 

sympathy for Hillary is nagging 

at me. Does anyone else recall tire 

sniper fire at Commencement? 

"A little closer to the world 

that you and I entered" (Paul and 

I were physics majors in the col¬ 

lege), "I think Henry postponed his 

physics class to the last semester 

and managed to eke out a D." 

Jay Neugeboren's recent novel 

1940 — his first novel in 20 years 

— was rather favorably reviewed 

in the Los Angeles Times. To quote 

from the review: "Jay Neugeboren 

traverses the Hitlerian tightrope 

with all the skill and formal dar¬ 

ing that have made him one of our 

most honored writers of literary 

fiction and masterful nonfiction. 

This new book is, at once, a beauti¬ 

fully realized work of imagined 

history, a rich and varied character 

study and a subtly layered novel 

of ideas, all wrapped in a propul- 

sively readable story." 

Alvin Halpem writes, "I was 

sorry to hear about Henry Ebel. 

We didn't really move in the same 

circles at Columbia, but I remem¬ 

ber him fondly from high school 

days at Talmudical Academy. We 

used to take long walks together in 

the park overlooking Harlem River 

Drive, and he would favor me with 

stories he made up on the spot us¬ 

ing his formidable imagination. He 

was quite a brilliant fellow." 

I hope that you enjoy these 

Class Notes and will contribute to 

them in the future. I think that we 

should be proud of our class and 

I hope that everyone in the Class 

of '59 will be able to come to our 

reunion in June. 

Robert A. Machleder 

330 Madison Ave., 39th FI. 

New York, NY 10017 

rmachleder@aol.com 

The first 50th reunion organiza¬ 

tional meeting is Thursday, Octo¬ 

ber 2. As of mid-June, when this 

note was prepared, the following 

replied that they will attend, or if 

they cannot, they will be on the 

reunion committee: Bob Berne, 

Arthur Delmhorst, Richard Fried- 

lander, Gary Hershdorfer, David 

Kirk, Bob Machleder, Bob Mor¬ 

gan, Bob Oberhand, Tom Palm- 

ieri, Lee Rosner, Larry Rubinstein 

and Irwin Sollinger. If you have 

not responded to the invitation but 

are disposed to be on the commit¬ 

tee, please inform Richard at 212- 

603-6257 or richard.d.friedlander@ 

smithbamey.com, or contact me at 

one of the addresses at the top of 

the column. 

Bob Oberhand also volunteered 

to be added to the list of mentors to 

the Class of 2010, our "bridge class." 

Not every response to the re¬ 

union committee invitation was 

a happy one. Murdo Macleod's 

widow called to advise that Murdo 

died of a brain tumor in 1999. 

Murdo had been a copywriter and 

creative director. Almost a decade 

has passed since Murdo's demise 

and it is unfortunate but not un¬ 

common that notices of alumni 

deaths do not reach the University 

in a timely manner, or at all. Mur¬ 

do's widow has adjusted to her 

loss, but it is never too late for the 

class to offer its condolences to her, 

or to the families of other deceased 

classmates whose passing may 

not have been timely reported in 

these pages; and it is never too late 

to acknowledge our class loss by 

remembering mates who are gone. 

If you have a special memory of 

Murdo, please share it with us. 

Don Altshuler submits his first 

note to CCT since graduation. His 

reason for doing so now is compel¬ 

ling, and I hope it inspires others 

who haven't been heard from in 48 

years. "My wife, Jean, and I plan to 

be at the 50th in 2010 and thought 

it best to write my history now 

so I will not have to retell it many 

times at the reunion." Here's Don's 

condensed version of a life well 

lived: "After graduation I went to 

the NYU School of Law and prac¬ 

ticed for about five years in NYC. 

I then created a real estate com¬ 

pany and developed properties in 

Westchester, Connecticut and New 

York City. In 1974,1 enrolled in est 

and became a seminar leader. Two 

years later, I purchased a number of 

properties in the Berkshires, includ¬ 

ing Edith Wharton's home, called 

The Mount, and a Westinghouse/ 

Vanderbilt estate called Foxhollow. 

I wanted to create a center for trans¬ 

formation. It was one of the most 

exciting times of my career, and 

someday I may write about it. Ulti¬ 

mately, Foxhollow became a resort, 

and the excess acreage was turned 

into various real estate develop¬ 

ments that many of our classmates 

have visited. 

"In the late 1980s, we also had 

a home in Santa Fe, N.M., which 

became our full-time residence in 

1991. Since then I have been try¬ 

ing to retire but have developed a 

number of properties in the area, 

including one development for the 

City of Santa Fe. Like many of us at 

our age, I am working hard learn¬ 

ing to do nothing." 

Don and Jean have three children 

and two grandchildren, all living 

in California. Don concludes his 

note with a "WOW! — 50 years. 

Look forward to being with you all 

again." 

At our First Thursday class 

lunch in May, Gary Hershdor¬ 

fer advised that Paul Chevalier 

would be in New York the fol¬ 

lowing week and hoped to get 

together with some classmates for 

lunch. Art Delmhorst, Bob Berne, 

Richard Friedlander, Mike Hertz- 

berg, Gary and I met with Paul 

for lunch at a midtown restaurant. 
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Paul, now retired after a career as 

corporate counsel, and residing in 

Sedona, Ariz., announced that in 

September he would once again 

walk down the aisle. Samuel 

Johnson, told that a man of his 

acquaintance had remarried, re¬ 

marked that it was the triumph 

of hope over experience. It is our 

hope that Paul will experience a 

long, joyous and fulfilling union. 

Paul, Art, Gary and Mike were 

members of the NROTC and a 

good part of our luncheon con¬ 

versation related to tales while in 

service. In fact, many of those who 

attend our monthly class lunch 

(and many of those who submit 

Class Notes) were in the NROTC, 

and the best stories shared at the 

table often relate to their Navy 

experiences. David Kirk, for ex¬ 

ample, loves to tell the story of his 

ship's interception of a Soviet ves¬ 

sel departing Cuba after depositing 

its cargo. It was during the time 

of the Cuban Missile Crisis. What 

might have become a tense interna¬ 

tional incident resulted in a glasnost 
moment with a vodka libation, the 

gift of the Soviet captain who was 

the antithesis of a "spit and polish" 

officer. But the humor in the story 

requires the fullness of its details, 

and that is best told by David. If 

you want to hear it and any num¬ 

ber of other nautical stories, David 

can be persuaded at our monthly 

lunches. So mark your calendar for 

noon on the first Thursday of the 

month at the Columbia Club. 

I sense there is a strong senti¬ 

ment in the class that questions 

the University's decision against 

reinstating the NROTC on campus. 

Many of us who performed some 

military service, even if not part of 

the NROTC program, recognize 

its value. Whether it heightened 

our sense of civic responsibility, 

increased our self-awareness, 

exposed us to a more diverse cross- 

section of our cohort or simply 

added to our supply of stories, it 

flavored our lives. 

Mike Hertzberg learned that the 

fabled romance of the sea was in¬ 

deed a fable. Seasickness plagued 

him throughout his NROTC Senior 

Cruise. Mike pursued a life on terra 
firma and a career in law as a cor¬ 

porate counsel. Recently, Mike had 

planned to retire from Verizon but 

was urged to stay on to lead one 

last major contract negotiation. 

Richard Friedlander learned a 

surprising lesson about his family 

during service as a clerk/typist in 

the Coast Guard. While on duty he 

wrote a letter to a favorite aunt on 

Coast Guard stationery. After a pas¬ 

sage of time Richard was summoned 

to the Officer of the Day who, wav¬ 

ing the letter, informed Richard that 

his fastidious aunt had addressed a 

note to the unit headquarters attach¬ 

ing the letter and inquiring whether 

Richard was authorized to use 

government property for personal 

correspondence. 

I'm not sure what I learned, but 

my experience in basic training 

at Fort Ord, Calif., brought me in 

contact with "short-grass" cowboys 

from Montana, surfer dudes from 

California, lumberjacks from Ore¬ 

gon, Aleuts from the Alaska Nation¬ 

al Guard — who received a weekly 

care package from home and found 

no takers when they graciously 

offered to share the huge fish tightly 

wrapped in tin foil — and the sdon 

of a West Virginian clan of moon¬ 

shiners who commandeered an 

empty locker in our barracks bay 

and without detection during the 

eight-week cycle maintained a still 

fashioned from five gallon cans and 

other found objects, fed the con¬ 

trivance a mixture of yeast, sugar 

and fruit "requisitioned" from the 

mess hall, and after six weeks was 

offering up a potion that those 

who professed to be knowledge¬ 

able compared favorably to Chivas 

Regal, and those of us who knew 

nothing thought toxic. The list goes 

on of interesting characters with 

whom I would not otherwise have 

had the opportunity to share a com¬ 

mon experience. 

If you have an opinion on the 

NROTC issue, drop me a line so 

that we can air it. 

Look forward to Tom Hamil¬ 

ton's time-travel novel. Time for 
Patriots, which is being published 

by Strategic Book Publishing. Tom 

advises that the book should be out 

before Christmas. 

Our class was represented by 

Arthur Delmhorst, David Farmer, 

Mike Gelfand and Miles Mc¬ 

Donald at the annual crew re¬ 

union at Baker Field Boathouse on 

May 30. Also in attendance were 

will surely have memories of Billy 

Greenburg '59. Billy was an origi¬ 

nal. I was saddened to learn of his 

death in the Class of '59 May /June 

column. His memory deserves a 

story. This one from freshman year 

is my most vivid. 

Picture Billy seated on a bench 

beneath the steam pipes in the 

boiler room at the boathouse. His 

face and hands, the only parts of 

his body not encased in his rubber¬ 

ized suit, glisten with perspiration. 

He was a constant presence among 

those of us obliged to sweat away 

a few pounds for the weigh-in the 

day before each lightweight crew 

race. While the rest of us slouched 

or reclined on the bench, fatigued 

after a final workout on the river, 

the claustrophobic conditions 

seemed only to stoke the competi¬ 

tive fire that burned in Billy with a 

fierce intensity. Flis short, powerful 

physique was crafted more for 

football's offensive line — which 

he played in high school and on 

Columbia's lightweight football 

team — than for the sleek racing 

shell of the oarsman. His demeanor 

suggested a Damon Runyon char¬ 

acter, or perhaps he had patterned 

himself on John Garfield in Body 
and Soul — cocky and pugnacious. 

He observed the freshmen. We 

were pensive, lost in our thoughts. 

We were visualizing the upcom¬ 

ing race, contemplating the effort 

it would demand. For the length 

of the Henley Mile, eight men — 

seven with eyes fixed on the stroke 

oar's blade — would strain in 

unison to the rhythmic cadence of 

catch, drive, release, recover, catch, 

drive, release, recover, again and 

again until our coxswain, Mike 

Gelfand, sang out "way 'nuff" and 

our bodies would collapse over 

our oars or rise and pitch in dry 

heaves. There is a special purity in 

A1 Klipstein '61 recently completed his 37th year 

practicing gastroenterology in Manchester, Conn. 

former shellmate Jim Cooper '59 

and former coach Ken Bodenstein 

'57. On display was the Blackwell 

Cup, which Columbia (compet¬ 

ing against Penn and Yale) won 

this year for the first time in 67 

years. Think of it: 67 years. We 

were in diapers when Columbia 

last displayed the trophy (and as 

one wag put it, we're now in De¬ 

pends). This year's team deserves 

a standing ovation. 

While on the subject of crew, 

if we rowed lightweight crew, or 

played lightweight football, we 

may not be able to recall many 

victories but we have no lack of 

enduring memories. And if we 

participated in those sports we 

crew: a test of strength, endurance 

and teamwork in a competition 

without contact. Every man locked 

in the slender shell and every shell 

locked in its assigned lane: a sport 

in which several crews compete 

in each heat and each oarsman's 

awareness of the other eight is 

known only through the eyes 

and voice of the coxswain who 

announces their relative position 

through this megaphone, and, to 

be sure, by the occasional, furtive 

sidewise glance despite the coach's 

constant admonition to "keep your 

eyes in the boat." A sport with no 

hand checking, facing up or box¬ 

ing out; no blocking or tackling; no 

bump-and-run, toss of an elbow. 

tripping or holding, deliberate or 

inadvertent. No contact at all. Billy, 

struggling in his seasonal transi¬ 

tion from the impulsive abandon 

of football to the ascetic discipline 

of crew, constructed our lack of 

animation as a lack of grit. Thrust¬ 

ing toward us, eyes ablaze, shoul¬ 

der muscles bunching beneath the 

rubberized suit, he determined to 

instill a measure of his zeal in the 

Lion cubs of '60. "I've done some¬ 

thing you guys can only dream 

of." Face clenched like a fist, lips 

tight against his teeth, he paused 

to ensure that he had our attention, 

and then ... "I broke a Princeton 

man's jaw." 

Billy became an accomplished 

journalist and political consultant. 

He was a perceptive observer who 

wrote with a sensitivity and ele¬ 

gance that belied his gruff persona. 

By all accounts he remained an 

iconoclast until his untimely death. 

I offer this vignette with the belief 

that Billy would not object, rather, 

he would enjoy it being retold. 

Michael Hausig 

19418 Encino Summit 

San Antonio, TX 78259 

mhausig@yahoo.com 

A1 Klipstein recently completed 

his 37th year practicing gastroen¬ 

terology in Manchester, Conn., and 

has no plans for retiring. Through 

the years he has been chief of the 

section of gastroenterology, chief 

of the Department of Medicine 

and president of the Connecticut 

Regional Endoscopic Society. More 

recently, he has been taking a more 

passive role and is just practicing 

gastroenterology. Fie was the first 

at the hospital to do fiberoptic en¬ 

doscopy (endoscopy and colonos¬ 

copy) and laparoscopy and was the 

first person in Connecticut to do 

endoscopic retrograde cholangio 

pancreatography, an endoscopic 

procedure to visualize the biliary 

system and the pancreas and 

remove stones from the bile duct. 

The technology has developed be¬ 

yond one's dreams and continues 

to advance; computers are now an 

integral part of the practice. 

A1 has four grandchildren, two 

boys from his son. Bill, and two 

girls from his daughter, Linda. 

Ken Edelin's book. Broken Jus¬ 
tice, has been awarded a bronze 

medal in this year's Independent 

Publishers Book Awards for non¬ 

fiction in the North-East region. 

The award was presented in a cer¬ 

emony in Los Angeles during Book 

Expo America on May 30. Book 

Expo America is North America's 

largest gathering of book trade 

professionals, typically attracting 

between 25,000-35,000 attendees. 

Albert J. Moulfair passed away 
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on December 12. He lived in Har¬ 

risburg, Pa. No further details were 

available. [See Obituaries.] 

John Freidin 

1020 Town Line Rd. 

Charlotte, VT 05445 

jf@bicyclevt.com 

I suppose even those eligible for 

Medicare are entitled to occasional 

days off. However, it is especially 

challenging for this investigative 

class reporter to have all of you 

relax simultaneously and provide 

no news of yourselves. 

Victor Wolf enstein responded 

to my urging and sent us an 

update. After graduation, Victor 

headed to the Woodrow Wilson 

School of Public and International 

Affairs at Princeton, where he 

intended to take an M.P.A. before 

heading to law school and a ca¬ 

reer in politics. But, he recalls, "I 

never was interested in the law 

and at least intuited that I wasn't 

built for politics as a vocation. So, 

with some trepidation about my 

chances for success, I abandoned 

WWS for the politics department 

and finished my Ph.D. in spring 

1965." Victor accepted an offer 

from UCLA, choosing it over the 

University of Chicago — among 

other things, he'd had enough of 

winter — and arrived in L.A. just 

in time for the Watts rebellion. 

"My next seven years were largely 

given over to the Movement, as we 

called it — the anti-war movement 

on the one side, black liberation 

politics on the other," Victor says 

"I worked closely with Resistance 

and at one point was co-chair of 

the Angela Davis Defense Com¬ 

mittee. But I did manage to attend 

to my academic duties, do enough 

writing to get tenure and so forth." 

Victor's doctoral thesis had been 

"an application of psychoanalytic 

theory to problems of revolution¬ 

ary leadership." His political in¬ 

volvements pushed him to the left, 

toward Marxism — he was, after 

all, named for Eugene Victor Debs 

— and away from psychoanalysis. 

But the departure was short-lived. 

Victor became preoccupied with 

the project of joining psychoana¬ 

lytic and Marxist theories. Then, 

in the mid-1970s, the opportunity 

arose to get psychoanalytic train¬ 

ing. He found that he was as at 

home in the clinical consulting 

room as in the classroom, although 

in different ways. "Teaching is 

expressive, doing therapy is re¬ 

ceptive," Victor writes. "They fit 

together like yang and yin. And 

they do interpenetrate." If you are 

interested in knowing more about 

Victor's vigorous academic career, 

you can find him on Wikipedia. 

On the personal side, Victor is 

the father of four and the grand¬ 

father of three girls and one boy. 

As some of you may remember, 

his daughter, Laura, was bom in 

spring 1962 and his son, Lenny 

(named after Lenny Pullman; I 

am his godfather), was bom in fall 

1964. Barbara, their mother, and 

Victor divorced in 1965. "Fortu¬ 

nately," Victor writes, "except for 

brief intervals, we all remained 

in L.A. I met Judy (nee Schub) 

in 1968, and we were married in 

1969." Judy earned an M.A. in 

American history at UCLA and 

then turned her attention to full¬ 

time parenting when their second 

His professional concerns, he says, 

"are focused on three broad issues: 

children's progress in and through 

institutions of formal education 

seen as a historically-embedded 

part of children's lives; the failed 

synthesis of the social and behav¬ 

ioral sciences that seemed so prom¬ 

ising in the United States in the 

two decades that followed WWII; 

and, most generally, the way 'life¬ 

times' are put together. 'Lifetimes' 

are organized socially (for instance, 

in the United States, one is practi¬ 

cally, legally and morally required 

to be formally educated during 

much of one's first two decades of 

John Modell '62 is Professor Emeritus of Education 

and Sociology at Brown. 

son, Moses, was bom in 1976. Their 

first son, Gabriel, was bom in 1972. 

Daughter Laura is married to 

Carl, a builder, and is the mother 

of two daughters, Natasha and 

Rebecca. Laura has been a full¬ 

time mom until recently, when 

she added tutoring to her respon¬ 

sibilities. Son Lenny is a senior 

director on the IT side at Oracle. 

He's married to Lyla; they have a 

daughter, Corina, and a son, Oscar. 

Gabe completed his Ph.D. in his¬ 

tory (Victorian studies and history 

of science) at UCLA and is on a 

teaching post-doc at Stanford. Mo¬ 

ses is in the thesis-writing stage of 

the Ph.D. program in educational 

leadership and public policy at the 

University of Wisconsin. Victor 

writes that he is "proud of their 

accomplishments, of course, but 

the real gladness is that they are all 

deeply loving and decent human 

beings ... oh, and they're a lot of 

fun to be around, too." 

Victor learned to play the guitar 

in the 1960s. "The poor quality of 

my playing," he says, "is nicely 

disguised by the even poorer qual¬ 

ity of my singing. I wage the battle 

against decrepitude by running 

and swimming. I dislike the word 

'still' — 'Are you "still" running? 

'Are you "still" at UCLA?' Judy 

and I 'still' live in Benedict Canyon, 

not far from campus. And in many 

ways, I 'still' rely on the foundation 

laid by my Columbia education." 

You may reach Victor at evw@ 

ucla.edu. 

I'm also delighted to tell you 

we have heard from John Modell. 

John received his Ph.D. in history 

from Columbia in 1969 and is 

Professor Emeritus of Education 

and Sociology at Brown. He char¬ 

acterizes himself professionally as 

something of an apostate from his 

initial discipline, having come to 

understand history not as a subject 

matter in itself, but as a method. 

life, typically within specialized 

educational institutions), and psy¬ 

chologically. (I am in some sense 

the same John Modell that my 

parents raised, and in some senses 

a different character.)" 

John has published many aca¬ 

demic articles and books. Most 

recently, his retirement from Brown 

has facilitated his "sense of get¬ 

ting out from under the insistent 

directives of career," and this has 

allowed him to enlarge an already- 

growing disillusionment with 

many aspects of the academic pro¬ 

fession. John considers his "leisure 

to explore this disillusionment in 

the context of my continued (and 

in some ways pretty conventional) 

belief in the value of formal educa¬ 

tion to be a generous reward for 

having kept my nose to grindstone 

for many years." 

John's two adult children and 

five grandchildren are further 

reward. And his late-midlife re¬ 

marriage, to Cynthia Garcia Coll, 

a developmental psychologist, 

regularly strikes him as "a gift far 

beyond reward." 

As you may remember, John 

was a leader of the swimming 

team. (I remember finishing 50 

yards behind him and two Army 

freestylers at West Point in fresh¬ 

man year.) Now John prefers the 

cold waters of the Atlantic near a 

little house he and Cynthia own in 

Newfoundland. 

John may be reached at john_ 

modell@brown.edu. 

Allen Young recently e-mailed 

that he had met Dermot Meagher, 

a retired Massachusetts judge 

and Harvard alumnus, who was 

a friend of Jon Narcus at Boston 

College Law School. Dermot had 

written Allen about Jon: "Jon," 

Dermot recalled, "was one of the 

few bright and warm lights of my 

law school days. I had a big crush 

on him. Who didn't? However, I 

knew from the beginning that he 

was so interested in women that 

that was futile, even if we both 

did get drunk on hot toddies. He 

introduced me to the Beatles, and 

I, still closeted, used to accompany 

him on his carousing. All he had 

to do was bat his 'baby blues.' The 

joke was that there was Narco, 

knee-deep in the pond at Wellesley 

College asking some passing pretty 

girl, 'Is there a big lake here?' or 

'Can you tell me the way to the 

library?' He was the best at that. 

"After Jon's mental health 

problems surfaced, he had an 

apartment somewhere in Harvard 

Square. My memory of him in his 

later days was of him scurrying 

through the Square in a trench coat 

with his head down, oblivious to 

all around him." 

The Jon Narcus Scholarship 

Fund, to which many of you have 

contributed, now has a value of 

$79,233. It makes a gift of at least 

$2,927 to a needy student annually. 

The University's managed assets 

had a return of 23.1 percent in the 

fiscal year ending June 30,2007. 

It's gorgeous on Lake Cham¬ 

plain. Remember your classmates 

with a note to the e-mail address at 

the top of the column. 

Paul Neshamkin 

1015 Washington St., Apt. 50 

Hoboken, NJ 07030 

pauln@helpauthors.com 

It was wonderful to see all of you 

who returned to Columbia for our 

45fh reunion. For those who passed 

it up, you missed an event that has 

been described to me as "thorough¬ 

ly enjoyable," "totally exhilarating," 

"truly memorable," "a great suc¬ 

cess" and "exceeded expectations." 

A special thanks to all of you who 

worked on the reunion committee. 

The weekend started on Thursday 

at a cocktail reception at the Co¬ 

lumbia Club. I had a chance to talk 

to several classmates I hadn't seen 

since graduation, including Alan 

Jacobs, whom I discovered had 

shared my old profession — mak¬ 

ing documentary films. It's a shame 

our paths never crossed. I changed 

careers more than 20 years ago, but 

Alan struggled on quite success¬ 

fully and wound up as a founding 

trustee of the Sundance Institute 

and in charge of the L.A. office of 

Hallmark Entertainment. Most re¬ 

cently he has taught film courses at 

California State University at Long 

Beach. I hope he and others I talked 

to at the reunion will send me notes 

about the fascinating things they 

have done (and are doing), and I 

will include them here and on our 

Web site, www.cc63ers.com. 

On Friday evening, 100 class¬ 

mates and guests cruised up and 
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1963: Class members who registered for reunion include David Alpern, Doug Anderson, Joseph Applebaum, Melvyn Aronoff, Zev Bar-Lev, Stephen Bar- 
can, Henry Black, Peter Broido, William Burley, Harvey Cantor, David Carlin, Stephen Clineburg, Robert Contiguglia, C. Jeffrey Cook, Michael DiLorenzo, 
Gerald Dwyer, Allen Frances, William Goebel, Peter Gollon, Doron Gopstein, Edward Hanzelik, Alan Jacobs, Sidney Kadish, Bruce Kaplan, Paul Kimmel, 
Robert Kraft, Barry Landau, Conrad Levenson, Gershon Levinson, Lee Lowenfish, Michael Lubell, Ira Malter, Donald Margolis, Kenneth Master, Robert 
Morantz, Paul Neshamkin, Lawrence Neuman, Thomas O'Connor, Francis Partel Jr., Daniel Perl, David Pittinsky, Robert Podell, Gary Rachelefsky, Barry 
Reiss, Phillip Satow, David Saxe, Ralph Schmeltz, Harvey Schneier, Mark Spevack, Walter Stein, Stanley Yancovitz and Nicholas Zill. 

PHOTO: DAVID WENTWORTH 

down the East and Hudson Rivers 

and around New York Harbor on 

the aptly-named Romantica. We had 

the boat to ourselves for this dinner/ 

cruise, and it proved to be a great 

time to meet and reconnect with 

old friends. Visit the Web site to see 

some shots of the revelers (and send 

me some of yours, and I will post 

them there). For most of us, Satur¬ 

day lunch was the first chance we 

had to see the inside of the Trustees 

Room in Low Library. Instead of a 

speech we all took turns introduc¬ 

ing ourselves and relating a brief 

description of our accomplishments. 

As one classmate wrote me, "I was 

just fascinated and awed by [our] 

individual and collective achieve¬ 

ments." It seemed that everyone had 

a book that was in the top three in its 

category on Amazon. Frank Partel 

has been inspired to accept the chal¬ 

lenge and do a rewrite of his novel 

and overcome its 62nd rejection in 

order to join his classmates in the 

"Amazon Author's Club." 

Our class panel, "Liberty vs. Se¬ 

curity: Critical Balancing Act," put 

together by David Alpern, brought 

together a panel of experts with 

varying views on anti-terrorism 

and the Constitution. Surprisingly, 

they all seemed to agree that our 

government only seemed to be 

making things worse. Saturday's 

class dinner was highlighted by 

Bob Kraft's generous donation 

and matching challenge for our 

Class Gift, which I will report on 

later. Dean Austin Quigley and his 

wife, Patricia Denison, and Dean of 

Alumni Affairs and Development 

Derek Wittner '65 and his wife. 

Associate Dean of Student Affairs 

Kathryn Wittner, attended. Ann 

McDermott, the Esther Breslow 

Professor of Biological Chemistry 

and associate v.p. for academic 

planning and science initiatives, 

gave the dinner speech and filled 

us in on the new Interdisciplinary 

Science Building being built at the 

northwest comer of the campus. 

Earlier in May, Class Day was 

held on a glorious spring day on 

campus. The Parade of Classes 

continues to grow as a great tradi¬ 

tion, and this year Don Margolis 

and I were glad to have two class¬ 

mates join us to hold up the 1963 

banner — Onwuchekwa Jemie 

returned to see his daughter, Ijeo- 

ma '08, graduate, and Larry Polsky 

returned for the graduation of his 

daughter, Alexandra '08. Two days 

latter, Larry and Onwuchekwa 

joined me as Anniversary Year 

marchers in the Academic Proces¬ 

sion at Commencement. As we 

waited in Low Library, Larry and 

I reminisced about some of the 

memorable professors we had, 

and he promises to send me some 

Polykarp Kusch stories. Onwuche¬ 

kwa plans to return to Nigeria as a 

journalist after a distinguished aca¬ 

demic career in the United States. 

He also promises to tell me more 

about his life after graduation. We 

all had the best seat in the house as 

we watched the exercises from the 

steps of Low along with the faculty 

and administration — all in full 

academic regalia. It was a thrilling 

experience. 

If s great to see that we are still 

sending our children to the Col¬ 

lege. Congratulations to Harvey 

Cantor on the admission of his 

daughter, Elizabeth. And of course, 

many of our children are guaran¬ 

teeing that another generation will 

(hopefully) go to Columbia. Steve 

Barcan's new grandson, Abraham 

Leo, was bom to his son, Daniel, 

and daughter-in-law, Leah. Steve 

could only make the cruise on Fri¬ 

day before running up to Boston to 

meet the newborn. What class will 

he be in, Steve? 

Gary Rachelefsky has been 

named the head of the National 

Asthma Campaign, a 501c3 or¬ 

ganization dedicated to making 

quality care available to all patients 

with asthma through education 

— teaching persons with asthma, 

clinicians, educators and employ¬ 

ers how to recognize and properly 

manage asthma — reducing the 

cost of asthma and reducing school 

days missed and work days lost. 

Phil Satow, our reunion class 

gift chairman, announced at the 

Saturday class dinner that we 

had almost reached our goal of 

$250,000. After Bob Kraft's ad¬ 

ditional donation of a matching 

gift, our class rose to the challenge 

in the final month of the fiscal year 

to put us over $375,000 — a 45th 

reunion record. Unfortunately, we 

did not reach our participation 

goal of 45 percent — or even break 

40 percent. Lef s aim to improve 

and break 50 percent for each year 

leading up to our 50th! 

By the time you get these notes, 

the monthly second Thursday 

Class of '63 lunch gathering at the 

Columbia Club in NYC will have 

started its fourth straight year. 

Come and join us on September 11 

or October 9. Visit www.63ers.com 

for details. 

I will include more of the news 

that I gathered at the reunion in 

future Class Notes. In order to 

make sure that what I print is accu¬ 

rate (my memory being what it is), 

I ask you to please send me more 

details. And if you missed this 

reunion, plan on making the 50th. 

In the meantime, let us know what 

you are up to, how you're doing 

and what's next. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Stella Miele-Zanedis 
mf24l3@columbia.edu 

212-870-2746 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-870-2194 

Norman Olch 

233 Broadway 

New York, NY 10279 

norman@nolch.com 

After 40 years as professor of 

psychology at Wheaton College, 

Gerald Zuriff is retiring. Gerry 

writes: "My department gave me a 

wonderful retirement dinner, invit¬ 

ing all the alumni I had taught. I 

am continuing my part-time posi¬ 

tion as a clinical psychologist at the 

MIT Mental Health Service and 

finding that my newly freed time 

is filling up rapidly and happily." 

Through his next-door neighbor, 

Daniel Neczypor '08, Gerry has 

followed with "astonishment" 

Columbia winning the Ivy League 

baseball championship. [Editor's 

note: See July / August.] 

After feeling guilty that he has 

not written for so many years. 

Rich Muller has atoned by writing 

because "three nice things" have 

happened. 

First, his daughter, Melinda '08, 

graduated in May. 

Second, the class he created at 

UC Berkeley, "Physics for Future 
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Presidents," was voted the "Best 

Class at Berkeley" in a poll con¬ 

ducted by the student newspaper. 

Rich writes that the class "teaches 

only the physics that future world 

leaders need to know." The Web 

site for the course is www.muller. 

lbl.gov / teaching / PhysicslO / PffP 

html. 

Third, his hardbound book. 

Physics for Future Presidents, was 

published in August by Norton. 

According to Rich, "It is aimed at 

two readers: Barack Obama '83 and 

John McCain. Of course, there are 

more potential future Presidents 

than just those two (and Hillary 

might make it someday)." 

I highly recommend the film 

Trumbo, which is based on a play 

of the same name by Christopher 

Trumbo. The film tells the story of 

Chris' father, Dalton, the most fa¬ 

mous of the Hollywood Ten screen¬ 

writers blacklisted (and jailed) for 

their refusal to cooperate with the 

House Committee on Un-American 

Activities in the 1940s and 1950s. 

While I am familiar with the black¬ 

listing, I was riveted by the read¬ 

ings from Dalton's letters by such 

actors as Michael Douglas, Donald 

Sutherland, Nathan Lane and Liam 

Neeson. Not to be missed. 

Finally, mark your calendars: the 

next reunion (our 45th) will be held 

Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 7.1 

think our 40th was a great success — 

more than 110 classmates attended. 

If you have suggestions or requests 

for the reunion, please let me know, 

and I will pass them along. 

My best to everyone. 

Leonard B. Pack 

924 West End Ave. 

New York, NY 10025 

packlb@aol.com 

John Creighton Campbell retired 

as a professor of political science at 

the University of Michigan a couple 

of years ago. His title now is Profes¬ 

sor Emeritus of Political Science. 

(John notes that he is older than 

most of the rest of his classmates 

because of his previous army ser¬ 

vice.) John worked mostly on Japan 

through his career, and he and his 

wife, Ruth, live in Tokyo, doing 

research on programs and policies 

for the world's most rapidly aging 

society. John writes, "I am enjoying 

a no-load visiting appointment at 

Keio University. Three children, 

with one spouse each, in Brooklyn, 

Chicago and San Francisco, and 

three grandchildren." You can 

e-mail John atjccamp@umich.edu. 

Alan Gelenberg recently moved 

to Madison, Wis., to become CEO 

of Healthcare Technology Systems, 

which creates software for clinical 

research and patient care in psy¬ 

chiatry and related areas. Since 

1987, Alan has been editor-in-chief 

of The Journal of Clinical Psychia¬ 
try, the most widely read peer- 

reviewed journal in psychiatry. A 

clinical professor at the University 

of Wisconsin, Madison, Alan is 

founding author of the newsletter 

Biological Therapies in Psychiatry, 
now in its 31st year. For 18 years, 

Alan was professor and head of 

the University of Arizona's Depart¬ 

ment of Psychiatry, where he now 

is professor emeritus. Alan has 

authored more than 200 scientific 

articles, editorials and book chap¬ 

ters. He chairs the American Psy¬ 

chiatric Association's Work Group 

on treatment guidelines for major 

depressive disorder, worked with 

a joint APA / AMA task force on 

similar guidelines for primary care 

and is on a committee advising 

the Centers for Disease Control on 

depression. He helped develop the 

Arizona Sexual Experience (ASEX) 

scale to track sexual side effects of 

antidepressants and is working 

on it and other means to improve 

clinical trial methods. 

Alan and his wife Patty have 

five children. 

I look forward to receiving news 

from more of you for a future CCT. 

Stuart Berkman 

Rua Mello Franco, 580 

Teresopolis, Rio de Janeiro 

25960-531 Brasil 

smbl02@columbia.edu 

Mark Levine and Paul Nyden met 

for a long cup of coffee and an en¬ 

joyable hour-and-a-half of conver¬ 

sation in Charleston, W.V., one day 

after the West Virginia Presidential 

primary. Paul is an award-winning 

investigative reporter with The 
Charleston Gazette, and Mark had 

been in nearby Huntington for 

five weeks doing freelance voter 

protection work and volunteering 

for the Obama campaign. Mark's 

e-mail is mlevine@marklevine.us. 

Congratulations to Mark Am¬ 

sterdam, one of two College grad¬ 

uates who were Alumni Medalists 

at this year's University Com¬ 

mencement ceremony in May. 

We learned recently of the ap¬ 

pointment of Jay Kwawer to the 

position of director of the William 

Alanson White Institute of Psychia¬ 

try, Psychoanalysis and Psychology, 

in New York City. Jay's four-year 

term of office began in July. He is 

the fifth director of the White Insti¬ 

tute since it was founded in 1943 by 

a group of eminent psychoanalysts. 

The announcement of Jay's appoint¬ 

ment identifies the institute as "the 

leading proponent of interpersonal 

psychoanalysis, a point of view 

based on the conviction that social 

and cultural factors shape personal¬ 

ity development, and emphasizing 

the human qualities of the psycho¬ 

analytic relationship as a factor in 

therapeutic change." 

Jay earned a Ph.D. in clinical 

psychology from NYU in 1971. 

NYU honored his outstanding 

achievements in psychology in 

1973 with the Brian E. Tomlinson 

Memorial Award, given every 

three years by the clinical psy¬ 

chology doctoral program to an 

outstanding graduate. He was 

a postdoctoral fellow in clinical 

psychology at the Austen Riggs 

Center in Stockbridge, Mass., from 

1971-73 and completed training 

in psychoanalysis at the William 

Alanson White Institute, where he 

received a certificate in psycho¬ 

analysis in 1977. 

Albert Zonana 

425 Arundel Rd. 

Goleta,CA 93117 

azl64@columbia.edu 

Jeff Newman proudly reported the 

exciting news that his son, David 

'02, will be clerking for Justice Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg '59L beginning 

in October 2010. Jeff wrote, "You 

will not be surprised to hear that 

David is thrilled beyond words at 

the privilege of working with the 

larger-than-life figure that is Jus¬ 

tice Ginsburg. And yes, his dad is 

pretty thrilled, too." 

Mark Schlesinger noted that the 

next installment of FOGW (four 

old guys walking) was planned 

for mid-July. The three other OGs 

and former band membefs, Dan 

Carlinsky '65, Steve Bachenheimer 

'68E and Stan Adelman, were 

scheduled for a 26-mile walk along 

the Erie Canal with the requisite 

accompaniment of limericks for the 

entire trek. 

Arthur Spector 

271 Central Park West 

New York, NY 10024 

abszzzz@aol.com 

Greetings from the city on a hot, 

muggy summer evening. As I 

write this I was hoping to go to 

Saratoga Springs in a couple of 

days for July 4.1 shouldn't do this, 

but I will try to briefly touch upon 

the reunion from my perspective, 

and maybe others will send me 

their thoughts for a future column. 

First of all, it was an epic turn¬ 

out — nearly 100 of us, including 

a small group of engineers. It 

was great to see them, too. This 

was the largest turnout for a 40th 

reunion during the last few years, 

and larger than our last one by a 

good deal. So whatever thoughts 

there might be about the Class of 

1968, we had a record turnout for 

the 35th as well, so it appears that 

we like to come back to campus. I 

pursued many by constant e-mails, 

and many had legitimate excuses 

and surely would have been there 

if possible. That is why I am confi¬ 

dent that the next one or an interim 

one will be double in size, for sure. 

(I have this idea that we might 

have one before our 45th ... let me 

know if you have any thoughts on 

this.) We had a bigger turnout than 

the Classes of 1963,1973 and 1978 

— the event at the art gallery in 

Chelsea, the lunch, the dinner and 

other activities were well received. 

The John Jay dinner was fine, but it 

was a hot night and with just fans 

... it was a bit too much for me. 

David Shapiro spoke at the 

dinner, and our famous poet au¬ 

tographed his most recent book. 

It was great to have him there. I 

am going to get into trouble since 

I am going to mention a few folks 

whom I saw and chatted with, but 

not everyone... I wish I had more 

time. The events need to afford 

more time for chatting. We had a 

cocktail event before dinner, and 

we should have kept it going for 

two or three hours; next time we 

will know. We had our interna¬ 

tional arrivals — Tony Kao from 

Tokyo, and I think George Ting 

was there too. In any event, there 

was Phil Mandelker from Tel Aviv 

and a large contingent from Cali¬ 

fornia, including Frank Costello, 

who came in with his daughter. 

I didn't recognize Ken Tomecki; 

he looked great. I failed to put his 

face with his name, and he laughed 

and laughed. Nigel Paneth and his 

wife sat with me at dinner; they 

came in from Michigan. The Ohio 

contingent was there with Bill 

Joseph, and Stephen Pierce came 

in from Paris. Bill Henrich and 

Michael Newmark came in from 

Texas (there were more Texans, I 

know). 

There were professors, enough to 

start a college: Bruce Levin — a Co¬ 

lumbia professor; Chris Friedrichs 

was there, looking like himself and 

in charming good humor for a Ca¬ 

nadian; and Alan Weiss and John 

Roy. Larry Susskind was in Turkey, 

and Jon Kotch was in Scotland or 

Vietnam (all professors). Bill Parm¬ 

er came in from the West Coast, and 

Roger Nott came in from Georgia. 

And Mas Taketomo made sure all 

the Glee Club members were there, 

or a large contingent — next time, 

they sing. Jon Bauman (Bowzer) 

came too. I was very pleased to see 

Bob Carlson and his wife, Susan, in 

from Sitka, Alaska. Bill McDavid 

— the squash player — was there 

with his lovely wife. Many folks 

came with guests and wife and 

others. 

I always enjoy seeing Andy 

Herz, Paul de Bary and Seth Wein¬ 

stein ... and Buzz Baumgold looks 
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1968: Class members who registered for reunion include Ross Ain, John Barba, Jon Bauman, Harris "Buzz" Baumgold, Janet Bowman, Edward Brennan, 
Edward Britt, Daniel Brooks, Paul Brosnan, William Broudy, Art Brown, Richard Brown, Robert Carlson, Daniel Carr, William Chin, Francis Costello, Paul 
de Bary, Edward De Sear, Christopher Friedrichs, Paul Gallagher, Arthur Gallancy, Ira Goldberg, John Grant, Joshua Guttman, L. Gordon Harriss, Charles 
Hendricks, william Henrich, Andrew Herz, Michael Hindus, Peter Janovsky, Charles Jarowski, william Joseph, Jan Kalicki, Chun-Min Kao, Michael Kron¬ 
stadt, Jeffrey Kurnit, James Lenhart, Bruce Levin, Robert Levine, Philip Mandelker, Ira McCown, William McDavid, Michael McGuire, Stephen Mills, Gene 
Murrow, Arthur Nealon, Russell Needham, Louis Neistadt, Michael Newmark, Samuel Norich, Roger Nott, Nigel Paneth, William Parmer, Stephen Pierce, 
Daniel Pisano, Lorey Pollack, James Purvis, Robin Resnick, Russell Ricci, John Roy, Thomas Sanford, Art Schmidt, Elliot Schnapp, David Shapiro, James 
Shorter, Kenneth Slater, John Slattery, Arthur Spector, Mas Taketomo, George Ting, Kenneth Tomecki, Randolph Vaughan, Seth Weinstein, Alan Weiss, 
Henry welt, Gregory Winn, Paul Witt and Alan "Buzz" zucker. 

PHOTO: JOHN SMOCK 

the same. Janet Bowman was in 

from California; I chatted with her 

at lunch — she looks like she is still 

running lots of miles. (My running 

career is almost over.) I was so glad 

to see Greg Winn and his big smile 

— always bigger than life. John Tait 

is in deep trouble right now — un¬ 

less — I don't know what he can 

do. Idaho was represented, and he 

wasn't able to show. 

There were so many others that 

I will be in hot water for not men¬ 

tioning more. So we have to do this 

again, and next time I need to have 

a class historian or someone taking 

brief notes... So I ask forgiveness — 

I did chat with everyone for a mo¬ 

ment. Next time, maybe I will have 

a little more time. The bio book was 

fabulous — did everyone get one? If 

not, we need to take care of that. 

So now for a bit of news. Dan 

Carr was at the reunion, and here 

is an update about him: "From the 

Wall Street Journal, Javelin Pharma¬ 

ceuticals, Inc. (Cambridge, Mass.) 

— Daniel Carr, vice chairman and 

chief medical officer, was named 

president of this pharmaceutical 

company, effective immediately. 

Dr. Carr, 60, succeeds Fred Mermel- 

stein, 49, founder and president, 

who remains as executive director." 

Congratulations to Dan. 

By the way, at the reunion lunch 

Tom Sanford gave, for me, the best 

few minutes of the weekend, re¬ 

minding everyone to eat well and 

exercise ... he looks like a 40-year- 

old ... and I suspect he is in better 

shape than 90 percent of that group 

or more. By the way. Bill Henrich 

and his wife and I have bumped 

into each other at the Met Opera. 

I have tickets again this season. 

Maybe, Bill, if you are coming in, 

we can do dinner before or after — 

do let me know. 

I must, by the way, salute Pete 

Janovsky, who coordinated the 

reunion bio book efforts. I just wish 

he had brought his adorable and 

sharp-as-a-tack twin daughters, 

who probably don't get to drink 

red wine and stay up late yet. 

I must remind all of us who 

attended and those of us who are 

still reading these columns that we 

have a large contingent who have 

left for the Elysian Fields. I was 

touched, if I may, by a special and 

wonderful note from Alphonse 

Baluta, who was unable to attend 

inasmuch as his wife Elizabeth, 

"love of his life," passed away 

shortly before the reunion. He 

listed, in his handwritten note, so 

many of you who attended and 

whom he was looking forward to 

seeing. His letter gave this won¬ 

derful feeling of Elizabeth and the 

tragedy of such a loss. A1 — our 

best wishes to you. By the way, he 

noted that Dan Carr and his wife, 

Justine, visited with him and Eliza¬ 

beth shortly before her passing 

away. Well, on that note, let's all 

hope that there is good news for us 

all — good health. 

Since I always think there 

should be a commercial inter¬ 

ruption, I hope you can come to 

Homecoming this year on Satur¬ 

day, October 4.1 think the Princ¬ 

eton Tigers are in for a mauling... 

Lions win this year... please note 

the optimism and good thoughts. 

And I expect to see Art Brown, Jim 

Shorter and Hollis Petersen there 

for sure, along with Ed Brennan, 

Ed de Sear, Seth Weinstein, Paul 

Brosnan, Paul de Bary, Ira Gold¬ 

berg and Ira McCown, to list a few 

of those you will see if you come. 

All the best to the class. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Stella Miele-Zanedis 
mf24l 3@columbia.edu 

212-870-2746 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-870-2194 

Michael Oberman 

Kramer Levin Naftalis & 

Frankel 

1177 Avenue of the 

Americas 

New York, NY 10036 

moberman@ 

kramerlevin.com 

As reported in July / August, Class 

Day 2008 was a spectacularly beau¬ 

tiful day — the perfect backdrop for 

the Parade of Classes. Fifty years 

of classes, led by the 50th reunion 

Class of 1958, followed the Class 

of 2008 in the traditional march, 

with the faculty behind the alumni. 

For the fourth time, I took up the 

Alumni Office's invitation to share 

in this relatively new tradition. 

holding up part of our Class of 1969 

banner. There is a disturbing trend 

that each year our banner (and 

with it, our class representatives) 

moves closer to the front of the line. 

This year, three classmates with 

graduating senior children joined in 

hoisting our banner (we tied for the 

largest turnout of banner-bearers 

of any class): Jerry Avom (Andrew 

'08), Gary Mason (Ariana '08) and 

Jack Schachner (Alec '08). Con¬ 

gratulations to these classmates and 

their alumni children, as well as to 

four other classmates with alumni 

children: Fernando Camacho 

(Daniel '08), Jeff Pines (Giulia '08), 

Bob Rubinstein Qoseph '08) and 

Julian Wheatley (MaryNell '08). 

And congratulations as well to Rod 

Reef '69E (who reports later in this 

column); his son, Daniel, is start¬ 

ing the process as a member of the 

Class of 2012. 

Gary Mason e-mailed me after 

the event: "It was wonderful to 

reconnect with the 1969 class mem¬ 

bers at this year's graduation. Jerry 

Avom and I exchanged solutions 

to the national healthcare crisis. 

Jack Schachner warmly shared 

the history of his son's Spiderman 

costume concealed under cap and 

gown. 

"As you have requested per¬ 

sonal news, I have had an extraor¬ 

dinary and eventful year. Our 

family's Maine vacation home was 

devastated by fire, but 'out of the 

ashes ...'. This occurred in the year 

following our renovation (hubris?) 

down to studs with the addition of 
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a third story overlooking crystal- 

clear Kezar Lake. The historic 

waterfront structure and four addi¬ 

tional residences were destroyed. 

"In addition to practicing oph¬ 

thalmology in Houston, I moon¬ 

light as a real estate developer in 

Western Maine, rebuilding that 

property. I am finding the new 

challenge of constructing and 

designing to be a surprisingly cre¬ 

ative process. Both hemispheres of 

my brain are now making unusual 

and unique synapses, connections 

that my medical school training 

never anticipated. I have bought 

out the four neighbors who also 

lost their homes and am recon¬ 

structing five waterfront luxury 

homes for sale on Kezar Lake, a 

pristine lake in the foothills of the 

White Mountains. Are there any 

classmates wishing to purchase 

their Maine shore land retreat and 

become neighbors? Compared to 

Manhattan real estate, my property 

in western Maine is a steal. Want to 

swap a pigeon for a loon?" 

One morning I was paging 

quickly through The New York 
Times, and was stopped short 

by a photo; I thought to myself: 

"He looks like Mike Schell." As 

it turns out, it was Mike's photo, 

accompanying a story on Mike's 

appointment as e.v.p.-business de¬ 

velopment and law of Alcoa. This 

was one of those occasions when I 

was scooped by the Times on news 

about a classmate. I asked Mike to 

share this news with us in more 

personal terms than Alcoa's press 

release and the related published 

story. Mike replied: "2008 has been 

quite a year — in many ways even 

more dramatic than was 1968 — 

for me. I mention 1968 because 

we seem to be thinking in 40-year 

historical blocks this year — more 

on that later. After nearly 29 years 

practicing law at the ramparts in 

M&A followed by another three- 

year stint in M&A and relationship 

investment banking, I had the 

fortunate opportunity to join forces 

with longtime client Alcoa. I have 

known and worked with Alcoa 

for more than 20 of those law and 

banking years. I know many of its 

people well and count many of 

them as friends. Through the years 

I have been a frequent denizen of 

the halls of the Pittsburgh Alcoa 

as well as the New York head¬ 

quarters, which gives me a special 

veteran status in the organization. 

Alcoa is a special and interesting 

company. It is an icon in American 

industrial history. It is a worldwide 

company that is anywhere from 

important to central to the econo¬ 

mies of many emerging nations, 

in addition to its contributions in 

places such as Australia, Russia, 

central Europe and Brazil. It is rap¬ 

idly developing capacities in China 

and is the most significant indus¬ 

trial partner to China's national 

aluminum company Chinalco (in¬ 

cluding in a joint investment in Eu¬ 

rope's RTZ). I have been asked to 

assume leadership of Alcoa's busi¬ 

ness development activities as well 

as its legal department. This would 

be a giant and foreboding task and 

opportunity at any time. Today, in 

the midst of what is colloquially 

referred to as the world commodi¬ 

ties 'supercycle,' the demands on 

the company and these particular 

functions inside it to maintain and 

develop its position in its industry 

are enormous. For me, the chal¬ 

lenge and responsibility are a bit 

too good to be true — a 'pinch me' 

kind of fork in my professional 

road that — in the immortal words 

of Yogi Berra — I plan to take. 

"What else? Back to the 40-year 

prism. Early in 2004, a Chicago 

friend introduced me to a young 

Illinois state senator who was one 

of seven Democrats chasing the 

nomination to run for the U.S. 

Senate that fall — Barack Obama 

'83.1 joined his effort then and in 

2007 joined his national finance 

committee in the run for the Demo¬ 

cratic Presidential nomination. The 

results have been truly gratifying 

— something I have thought and 

said rivals the efforts to transform 

and revolutionize American poli¬ 

tics I remember well from 1968. For 

me, this has been a bit of a second 

chance. So far so good. I hope we 

all make the most of it. 

"The family: It couldn't be bet¬ 

ter. Kathy and I celebrated our 

32nd anniversary this summer, 

although we have been together 

pretty much since I graduated (an¬ 

other 40-year item next year). My 

three children are all college gradu¬ 

ates in various stages of pursuing 

graduate school and law school, 

hence the need for my continued 

employment." 

Rod Reef '69E is chairman and 

CEO of Citishare Corp., a subsid¬ 

iary of Citigroup. He joined the 

subsidiary in 1986 and held several 

positions prior to leading the or¬ 

ganization. Citishare is in the retail 

electronic funds transfer business 

and processes transactions, includ¬ 

ing money transfers, for ATM, 

POS, PC and chip card devices. 

During Rod's tenure, Citishare 

expanded to more than 50 coun¬ 

tries, volume increased 100-fold 

and several growing and innova¬ 

tive products were introduced. 

Rod has participated in the boards 

and advisory committees of sev¬ 

eral payment businesses, includ¬ 

ing NYCE, The Clearing House 

and MasterCard's and Europay's 

Maestro, a global PIN POS system. 

Prior to joining Citishare, Rod held 

systems and operating positions 

in Citicorp's Investment Bank, 

Citicorp's Consumer Bank and 

Citicorp's U.S. Corporate Bank. In 

parallel with several of these posi¬ 

tions, Rod was an associate profes¬ 

sor at NYU, training students to 

build content for and manage the 

new telecommunications-driven 

entertainment industry (cable TV, 

teletext and, later, the Internet). 

Rod sent me some additional 

details: "I have been married to 

Barbara Klein Reef for almost 23 

years. We have one child, Daniel, 

who will be a freshman in the 

College in the fall. We have lived 

in Larchmont, N.Y., for 16 years. 

Prior to Larchmont, we lived in 

Manhattan, in the Village and on 

the Upper East Side. Early in my 

career, I spent four years living in 

Washington, D.C. and working for 

the judicial (administrative office 

of the U.S. courts) and legislative 

(GAO) branches of the federal gov¬ 

ernment. My job at Citigroup has 

been fulfilling and has been some¬ 

what like being at the University. It 

is a global role and involves a mix 

of technology, law, economics and 

cultures. I have been at the fore¬ 

front of the global ATM and elec¬ 

tronic banking expansion around 

the world and, hopefully, made 

a difference and a lasting impact. 

The diversity and intensity of my 

Columbia education has certainly 

played an important role in the 

success I have had to date." 

Fred Pack and his son, Jason, 

drove from their home in Metuchen, 

N.J., where he lives with his wife, 

Sandy '68E, to Cleveland, to canvas 

for Obama voters in the March Ohio 

primary. They trudged through 

much snow as they went door to 

door, and at one door they met 

George Dent '73L. Fred did not 

make any headway getting George 

to vote for Obama, since George, a 

law professor at Case Western Re¬ 

June 4r-Sunday, June 7. Our class 

will celebrate our 40th reunion — 

yes, it will be 40 years (I've double- 

checked the math). Planning is 

under way. Classmates participat¬ 

ing in planning for the reunion 

include (list in formation) include- 

Jonathan Adelman, Robert Avery, 

John Bemson, Andrew Bronin, 

Robert Friedman, Nick Garaufis, 

Sam Goldman, Arnold Howitt, 

George Lindsay, John Lombardo, 

John Marwell, Joe Matema, Rich¬ 

ard Rapaport, Rod Reef, Dave 

Rosedahl, Gary Rosenberg, Peter 

Rugg, Mike Schell, David Sokal, 

Jim Weitzman, Eric Witkin, Alan 

Yorker and me. I am really getting 

into the spirit of all things Colum¬ 

bia by starting a term as a member 

of the Board of Directors of the 

Alumni Association. Classmates 

who have ideas for the reunion or 

who would like to join the reunion 

planning should let any of the 

above know. And while we will 

have ample chance at the reunion 

to share our news with each other, 

I have five more columns to fill 

before then (with the ever-present 

risk of being scooped by other me¬ 

dia). So I need some help; please 

e-mail me your news. 

Peter N. Stevens 

180 Riverside Dr., Apt. 9A 

New York, NY 10024 

peter.n.stevens@gsk.com 

Let's give a hand to Mark Pru- 

zansky, who was named by 

New York Magazine as "among 

the best doctors in New York" 

for his skills as a hand surgeon. 

Mark specializes in hand, wrist, 

elbow and sports injuries. He 

also specializes in being one of 

our most active and spirited class 

members. We'll be looking for¬ 

Mark Pruzansky '70 was named by New York 

Magazine as "among the best doctors in New York" 

for his skills as a hand surgeon. 

serve University, was on a Mitt Rom¬ 

ney advisory committee. Fred re¬ 

cently retired, having sold UniPress 

Software, the company he founded 

in 1983, to a larger software firm. 

I sadly must report that we have 

lost two of our classmates, Bob 

Norman and Andrew Van Nes; 

CCT reports on their passing and 

briefly writes on their lives in Obit¬ 

uaries. Classmates wishing to share 

memories of Bob or Andrew for an 

upcoming issue are invited to do 

so; just e-mail me your thoughts. 

This issue of CCT appears at the 

start of the 2008-09 academic year, 

which ends with Alumni Reunion 

Weekend, scheduled for Thursday, 

ward to Mark's leadership in our 

next (and really big) 40th reunion 

celebration — now less than 

two years away. Let's also give a 

hand to David Lehman, our class 

poet extraordinaire and frequent 

contributor to these notes (thank 

you, thank you, thank you!). Da¬ 

vid recently was honored by the 

State Department and filed this 

report: " My wife and I recently 

returned from several weeks in 

China and Mongolia where, as 

the recipient of a 'speaker and 

specialist award' from the De¬ 

partment of State, I gave readings 

and lectures on American poetry. 

Our host in Mongolia was U.S. 
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Poet David Lehman 70 (left) visited China and Mongolia in May cour¬ 
tesy of a "speaker and specialist award" from the State Department. 
U.S. Ambassador to Mongolia Mark C. Minton '67, who set the process 
in motion and hosted Lehman and his wife, Stacey, on the Mongolian 
leg of their journey, chats with Lehman in Ulaanbaatar during a cocktail 
party following a reading and symposium celebrating Mongolian and 
American poetry. 

PHOTO: STACEY HARWOOD 

Ambassador Mark C. Minton 

'67." Check out the photo. 

A Bronx tale: Jerome Bergman, 

still of the Bronx, wrote that he, 

his wife, and their 6-year-old son 

(yikes!) visited his wife's family in 

the Philippines. It was the first trip 

there for Jerome, and he survived 

meeting all 35 members of his 

wife's extended family. He is now 

safely back in the Bronx and is talk¬ 

ing about going back next year. 

Mike Bradley, Jack Probolus, 

Jim Alloy '69 and I spent a June 

weekend at my summer home 

playing golf and embellishing 

our undergraduate exploits. 

Fortunately, we brought enough 

golf balls along to keep us going 

for three days of play. Lots of 

fun, some good shots and no sig¬ 

nificant injuries to report. Plans 

are afoot to do it again next year 

with a larger group. When Jack 

is not hitting golf balls or rowing 

on the River Charles (yes, he still 

loves that "Dirty Water"—The 

Standells, 1966), he is pursuing a 

new career at Liberty Mutual as a 

consolidated insurance program 

marketing director. Jack recently 

authored an article, "Health 

Competition," in the April edition 

of Construction Executive. Pretty 

good for a guy with the nickname 

of Conan the Barbarian. 

As for Mike, he continues with 

his industrial hearing testing busi¬ 

ness in Massachusetts. 

Your faithful correspondent 

recently celebrated his 35th reunion 

at Columbia Law, but more impor¬ 

tantly, his 37th wedding anniver¬ 

sary to Muffle Donohue, the belle of 

Manhattanville, a Gold Rail regular 

and one of Beta's finest first ladies. 

Our own axis of evil, Dennis 

Graham, Terry Sweeney and Phil 

Russotti, completed their annual 

jaunt to the Maryland shore, where 

they relived their days as kingpins 

of the New Jersey high school foot¬ 

ball scene. According to Dennis, 

the weekend was a blast, and all 

three kept their shirts on, except for 

one or two classic Temptations ka¬ 

raoke renditions. They did devote 

a portion of their weekend to good 

use. They have once again put the 

wheels in motion for the next an¬ 

nual Beta homecoming blast, to 

be held at Havana Central at The 

West End (formerly The West End, 

boo hoo). It will be yet another 

opportunity for them to put their 

Motown moves on display. 

Speaking of Homecoming, for 

those of you who haven't been 

back in a while. Homecoming 

these days is greatly improved and 

worth a trip back to the Heights, 

especially if we get a win against 

that perpetually overrated institu¬ 

tion that produced the likes of Burr, 

Rumsfeld and Spitzer. Hope to see 

you there on Saturday, October 4. 

In the interim, please don't forget 

to send in some news. And, of 

course, go Lions! 

Jim Shaw 

139 North 22nd St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

jes200@columbia.edu 

Celebrate! 

Congratulations to these children 

(and parent classmates) who are 

entering the College as members 

of the Class of 2012: Jordan Bog- 

gan (Jim Boggan), Elizabeth Conn 

(Richard Conn) and Richard Falk- 

Wallace (Edward C. Wallace Jr.). 

Also, Emily Selinger (Neil Selinger 

'75, brother of Howard Selinger). 

Important note if your child is 

seriously considering applying to 

the College: Any advantage for 

admission that the College gives 

to children of alumni ("legacies") 

seems focused on those applying 

for early decision. By doing so, 

the College encourages some top 

students with strong family bonds 

to Columbia to commit. It seems 

apparent that legacies who do not 

apply early decision are viewed 

as not having that bond any more 

than do non-legacy students. 

David Margulies: "I am a bench 

scientist at the National Institute of 

Allergy and Infectious Diseases at 

the National Institutes of Health, 

where I direct a small group do¬ 

ing basic research on molecules 

involved in immune recognition. 

We recently have made good prog¬ 

ress in determining the structure, 

in other words, the shape, size and 

charge, of several of these mol¬ 

ecules, and now know better how 

they function in the immune re¬ 

sponse as well as in certain autoim¬ 

mune conditions. Another aspect 

of our work is in understanding 

the structure and function of mol¬ 

ecules made by some large DNA 

viruses that have evolved to elude 

the immune response of the host. 

All of this may lead, down the line, 

to better treatment of tumors and 

viral illnesses as well as an under¬ 

standing of autoimmune disease. 

"Our son, Dan, will attend CC 

after taking a year to study in Israel. 

He has decided to defer admission 

and will thus be Class of 2013. His 

older brother, Ben, is in the graduate 

program in viticulture and enology 

(i.e., grape-growing and winemak¬ 

ing!) at UC Davis, looking forward 

to making a career of the practical 

products of fermentation. My wife, 

Donna Vogel, recently was a four¬ 

time winner on Jeopardy! As her 

spouse, I got to see Alex Trebek in 

person, and learned how they film a 

week's worth of shows in one day. 

"I recently met up with Joe 

Mandel when he was in D.C. Aside 

from a little less hair and a little 

more gray, we're exactly the same 

as we were 37 (&!?) years ago." 

The Times reports that Eric Rose's 

daughter, Sydney Rose '02, a Cornell 

Med student, married Brett Qcchillo 

on June 14. The Times describes Eric 

as "the executive v.p. for life sciences 

at MacAndrews & Forbes in Man¬ 

hattan, the investment company of 

the financier Ronald O. Perelman. 

He advises the firm on companies 

involved in medical research, bio¬ 

technology or the manufacture of 

medical devices. Until March, he was 

the chairman of the department of 

surgery at NewYork-Presbyterian/ 

Columbia hospital." 

Neal Rendleman: "In the last 

37 years, I kicked around a while, 

did GSAS and taught German four 

years, then medical school and 

internal medicine and 20 years as 

the director of a homeless health 

center in downtown Portland, Ore., 

one of the areas of hyperendemic 

poverty our sociology class defined. 

The clinic served as a tremendously 

long lever to move much of the 

area out of poverty and into gen- 

trification. Just as Andy Sarris '51 

taught us about High Noon, once the 

sheriff has cleaned up the town, the 

town needs him to move on, and 

so recently I have moved into sub¬ 

specialty work in treating chronic 

pain. My older son, Ray, graduated 

from Reed here in Portland, and 

the younger, Jed, starts at Wesleyan 

this fall. Wife, kids, comforts, leisure 

all tremendously enhanced by the 

Core Curriculum and my profound 

gratitude and plea for forgiveness 

to my classmates who helped me 

so much and put up with my rough 

edges. Stay in touch." 

As I write this column I am 

once again listening to my copy 

of the Uptown Horns Revue. That's 

the up-tempo blues-infused CD 

that Arno Flecht '72 and his Up¬ 

town Horns released featuring 

themselves with guests such as 

Albert Collins, Ben Houston, Peter 

Wolf and Keith Richards. 

As a horn section for others. The 

Homs, of course, are on two of the 

greatest dance tunes, the B-52s'Love 
Shack, and Hot, Hot, Hot by Buster 

Poindexter (David Johansen). Yes, 

that one. So you can say, at nearly 

any wedding, hey, I went to college 

with the guy who is playing tenor 

sax. 

The Homs also recorded with 

James Brown, Robert Plant, Run- 

DMC, David Bryne, Joe Cocker, 

David Sanborn, The Ohio Players, 

R.E.M., Tom Waits, Buckwheat 

Zydeco, Wyclef Jean and count¬ 

less others, and were the Rolling 

Stones' horn section on the Steel 

Wheels Tour. 

Congratulations to these chil¬ 

dren (and parent classmates) who 

are 2008 graduates of the College: 

Jesse Cooper (Alan Cooper), Lind¬ 

sey Knowles (Jeff Knowles), Tom 

Langer (Dennis Langer), Eli Lich- 

ter-Marck (Norman Marck), Anna 

Lindow (Eric Lindow), Lydia Ross 

(Steve Ross), Amy Shaw (Jim 

Shaw), Ben Teitelbaum (Lawrence 

Teitelbaum) and Andrew Zimmer¬ 

man (Steve Zimmerman). 

Alan, of course, as a member of 

Sha Na Na, was celebratory in the 

movies Woodstock and Grease. 
Eric, Steve Z. and I carried the 

1971 banner during the '08 Class 

Day Parade of Classes and had a 
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grand time. At the legacy recep-' 

tion later that day I got to hang out 

with most of the class parents, and 

it was similarly delightful to see 

our kids do so with each other. The 

next day was a great dinner with 

my freshman roommate, Steve 

Boss. And the following day was 

graduation/Commencement. We 

had plenty of rain, but the sun 

shone for Class Day and Com¬ 

mencement ceremonies. My wife, 

Julia, and I had ourselves a terrific 

vacation, joined for different din¬ 

ners and events by various friends 

and family members. 

Thinking back to my own gradu¬ 

ation, I remember the sense of cel¬ 

ebration, of completion, of embark¬ 

ing on the adventure of my future 

life. During the last four years I 

have had the pleasure of not only 

visits to Amy but of her delightful 

company as my guest at various 

alumni events. I am wistful for that 

on my trips to Columbia, but now is 

the time for her own adventures. 

Paul S. Appelbaum 

39 Claremont Ave., #24 

New York, NY 10027 

pappell@aol.com 

Sean Wilentz's daughter, Han¬ 

nah, is among the crop of new 

high school graduates who was 

admitted to the College this year. 

Hannah is an alumna of the Lau- 

renceville School in Princeton, N.J. 

Sean, of course, is a member of the 

history faculty at Princeton. 

If you have news about your 

offspring or yourself, let us know 

for a future issue of CCT. 

73 
Barry Etra 

1256 Edmund Park Dr. NE 

Atlanta, GA 30306 

betral@bellsouth.net 

Barry Kelner writes: "Let the record 

show that when a Barry issues the 

call for help, a Barry reports for duty. 

When our loyal class correspondent, 

Barry Etra, asked me to pinch-hit for 

him in covering our reunion gather¬ 

ing (May 29-June 1), how could I do 

otherwise but respond? 

"The proverbial good time was 

had by all of us (about 30) who 

attended, which should encour¬ 

age the rest of you to mark your 

calendars for the 40th, in five years. 

South Field was lush and green; 

light blue balloons and banners 

adorned the campus; and spirits 

were high as we visited with old 

friends — and made some new 

ones with classmates we hardly 

knew 35 years ago! 

"Special thanks to classmates 

who played a leadership role in 

the various events of the weekend: 

Bob Pruznick co-hosted with Jane 

1973: Class members who registered for reunion include Alan Bell, Erik Bergman, Michael Byowitz, Richard 
Canzonetti, John Donelan, John Eckel, Stephen Flanagan, Andrew Goldwasser, Marc Jaffe, Mark Jarrett, Don¬ 
ald Jensen, Barry Kelner, Nicholas Lubar, Steve Malski, Larry Momo, Gregory Peterson, Robert Pruznick, Lyle 
Rexer, David Ritchie, Peter Sanderson, Philip Schaap, Marc Schildkraut, William Schmidt, Robert Susinno, 
James Thomashower, Paul van Lent, Raymond Vastola, Louis venech and Michael Waldron. 

PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 

Momo '73 Barnard, wife of Larry 

Momo, a cocktail reception, where 

the conversation was lively. Don 

Jensen led an entertaining walking 

tour through Madison Square, the 

social hub of Manhattan during the 

Gilded Age, followed by lunch at 

historic Pete's Tavern — Richard 

Canzonetti generously picked up 

the bill for all of us! Philip Schaap 

delighted classmates at Lincoln 

Center with his anecdotal history 

of jazz. On Saturday afternoon, 

Don and Steve Flanagan, along 

with Christopher Dell '78, led a fas¬ 

cinating discussion of the foreign 

policy issues that will confront the 

next President. Mike Byowitz and 

Bob Pruznick emceed the Satur¬ 

day night reception and dinner, fol¬ 

lowed by classmates sharing their 

most memorable moments during 

their years in the College. 

"Life updates on reunion attend¬ 

ees I was able to collar or who kindly 

responded to my plea for news: 

"James Thomashower reports: 

'I have been working in association 

management for the last 25 years, a 

career I never heard of or contem¬ 

plated while studying English at 

Columbia. Since 1998,1 have been 

promoting the organ on behalf of 

the American Guild of Organists, 

which has declared 2008-09 to be 

the International Year of the Organ. 

Our modest headquarters is in 

The Interchurch Center, just south 

of Riverside Church on Riverside 

Drive at 120th Street. [Editor's note: 

So are the CCT and College Alumni 

offices.] From my office I can see 

boats on the Hudson River and 

buildings on the Columbia campus. 

At this juncture, life is good.' 

"Gregory Peterson is 'still, as 

ever' living in New York. 'I'm the 

general counsel of the International 

Council of Shopping Centers. I 

recently rounded out 20 years as 

a collector of contemporary realist 

art, and I speak publicly from time 

to time on art collecting (www. 

petersoncollection.org) and sit on 

the board of The Aldrich Contem¬ 

porary Art Museum in Ridgefield, 

Conn. I'm also an amateur (or 

semi-pro) classical baritone, and a 

soloist with the Blue Hill Troupe 

and the University Glee Club.' 

"Bob Pruznick and his wife, 

Kathy, celebrated their 35th an¬ 

niversary on June 9. 'I've been 

blessed to find such lifelong com¬ 

patibility in my high school home¬ 

room,' says Bob. Many happy 

returns! Don Jensen is director 

of research and analysis at Radio 

Free Europe in Washington, D.C., 

where he oversees that interna¬ 

tional news organization's publica¬ 

tions, conferences and briefings. 

He writes extensively on Russian 

politics and foreign policy, and is 

a frequent commentator on radio 

and television. He often runs into 

Steve Flanagan up the street at the 

Center for Strategic and Interna¬ 

tional Studies (CSIS). In his spare 

time, Don is active in Columbia 

alumni affairs, an avid fencer and 

a noted baseball author. He and his 

wife. Julienne, live in Alexandria, 

Va. Steve completed his first year 

as senior v.p. and director of the 

International Security Program at 

CSIS in Washington, D.C. His new 

book. Strategic Challenges: America's 
Global Security Agenda (Dulles, Va.: 

Potomac Books/ NDU Press) out¬ 

lines a national security agenda for 

the next administration. Just before 

our reunion, Steve and his wife, 

Lynn '73 Manhattanville, were 

proud to attend the graduation of 

their second son, Neil '08, who is 

off to work in Moscow with the 

architecture firm RMJM. Following 

the reunion, Steve and Lynn visited 

former roommate Leo Fraser and 

his wife, Sonia, at their home in 

Maplewood, N.J. 

"Andy Goldwasser has been a 

professional proofreader for many 

years. He continues to be amazed 

by the errors he finds in publica¬ 

tions he reviews that have already 

been written and edited by those 

preceding him in the process! 

Richard Canzonetti has been a tax 

lawyer for many years with Delo- 

itte in New York City. 

"Mike Byowitz provides the 

most complete update, which I 

commend to all of you in consid¬ 

ering your own for future Class 

Notes: 'I have been practicing law 

for 32 years and celebrated my 25th 

anniversary at Wachtell, Lipton, 

Rosen & Katz, where I'm a partner 

practicing antitrust law, focusing on 

mergers, acquisitions and corporate 

takeovers. I represent clients in the 

United States before the Antitrust 

Division of the Department of Jus¬ 

tice, the Federal Trade Commission 

and State Attorneys General, and 

I consult on antitrust matters in 

the European Union and its mem¬ 

ber states and other jurisdictions 

around the world. I am former chair 

of the American Bar Association 

Section of International Law (20,000 

members strong) and represent 

the Section in the ABA Flouse of 

Delegates. I also chair the Council 

on International Affairs of the New 

York City Bar. I am married to Ruth 

Holzer, a wonderful woman I was 

fortunate enough to meet while at¬ 

tending NYU Law (about VA years 

after graduating from Columbia), 

where she was an undergraduate. 

We have three children, Alice (23, 

a Princeton graduate who will be 

attending NYU Law in the fall), 

David (21, a senior at Princeton) 

and Suzie (17, a high school senior 

in NYC). I don't know how it hap¬ 

pened that two of my children went 

to Princeton of all places, but it is 

probably due to the fact that we live 

in Manhattan within a few miles of 

Columbia and they needed to try a 

different environment, even though 

they, and we, love the city and 

wouldn't live anywhere else.' 

"Erik Bergman sends 'greet¬ 

ings from the People's Republic of 
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Portland, Ore., where I enjoy my 

progressive city's liberal politics, 

famous bookstores and many mi¬ 

crobreweries. Even after 35 years, 

my Columbia experience is a vivid 

mix of mystery, wonder, amuse¬ 

ment and bewilderment for me. 

Seeing classmates at the reunion 

(even those I didn't know well back 

when) and hearing their stories 

renews my bond with the College, 

despite my West Coast location. 

" 'I've led a diverse professional 

life since '73 as an outdoor school 

teacher and journalist, and am a 

public relations editor. With two 

teenage daughters, I am on the run 

constantly and curious to see how 

they grow into adults. When time 

allows, I love birdwatching and at¬ 

tending soccer games as spectator 

or coach. Would more classmates 

come to our 40th in 2013 if we also 

held a non-reunion happening/ 

sit-in/occupation off-campus? Our 

slogan could be, "The reunion will 

not be televised!"' 

"Finally, your pinch-hitting class 

correspondent (Barry Kelner) has 

been working in the trust and in¬ 

vestment management business for 

more than 25 years. I'm senior trust 

and financial adviser at Wells Fargo 

in Minneapolis, where my focus is 

helping individuals and charitable 

institutions with their money man¬ 

agement needs. I've been married 

to the fetching — I'm hoping she 

reads this! — Nancy Bender-Kelner, 

an estate planning attorney, for 28 

years, and we've had the joys and 

challenges of rearing four children, 

the oldest of whom is a sopho¬ 

more at USC, where he already is 

broadcasting baseball games for 

the Trojans and is a proud member 

of what they modestly refer to as 

the greatest marching band in the 

history of the universe — a concept 

that is quite foreign to those of us 

who spent our college years on 

Momingside Heights! 

"Hope to see all of you at our 

40th — and send in your updates 

for a future edition of Class Notes." 

Barry Etra adds: "In non¬ 

reunion news, Howard Gould is 

a principal with the Finestone & 

Richter law firm; he is in his sec¬ 

ond term as chair of the real estate 

section of The Beverly Hills Bar 

Association. Howard's daughter, 

Genevieve, is a senior at UC Berke¬ 

ley, and his son Kevin, valedictori¬ 

an of Palisades Charter High, is in 

the CC Class of '12. Angelo Falcon 

was selected to serve on the U.S. 

Census Bureau's Advisory Com¬ 

mittee on the Hispanic population; 

his 'most exciting moment this 

year' was appearing on The Colbert 
Report. Angelo reports that Jose 

Sanchez is chair of the urban stud¬ 

ies department at LIU-Brooklyn; 

Jose published his first book last 

year, and is working on another 

about the Iraq war. Mark Glasser 

has joined the law firm of Baker 

Botts as a senior partner in the 

litigation department; he's based 

in Houston and has written exten¬ 

sively on litigation issues. 

"Finally, if you didn't catch the 

article in the spring Columbia mag¬ 

azine about Joseph Brennan, you 

should — he's been taking photos 

of 'phantom' subway stations in 

NYC for almost a decade. Now 

that's a hobby we can all get behind 

... or is it underneath?" 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7'\ 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

alumni AFFAIRS Natalie Miranda 
nm24l7@columbia.edu 

212-870-2768 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-870-2194 

Fred Bremer 

532 W. 111th St. 

New York, NY 10025 

fbremer@pclient.ml.com 

Classmates who were fortunate 

enough to take economic classes 

from Professor C. Lowell Harriss 

'40 GSAS might remember that 

he was "no spring chicken" while 

we were on campus more than 

three decades ago. I am pleased to 

announce that I recently attended 

Professor Harriss' 96th birthday 

party, and that his vigor and ques¬ 

tioning mind remain much as we 

remember. An inspiration to us all. 

In thinking about this event, it 

occurred to me that I — meaning 

we — am a mere four decades 

younger than our dear professor, 

which made me feel old. Then I re¬ 

membered that my 12-year-old son, 

a sixth-grader, is more than four 

decades younger than me, which 

strangely made me feel young. A 

lot has happened since we were in 

sixth grade (around the time of the 

Kennedy assassination). We have a 

wealth of experiences yet to enjoy! 

Sometimes our class' lawyers 

end up not practicing law. Such is 

the case with James Rouen, who 

writes, "After five years on assign¬ 

ment to London with Citigroup, I 

ended up as head of anti-money 

laundering compliance program 

for Citigroup's corporate bank 

in New York (and back living on 

the Upper West Side)." James 

adds that so far he's caught two 

presidents and one prime minister 

laundering stolen funds. "Delicacy 

prevents me from saying which 

countries they were, but I suppose 

I am permitted to say that neither 

of the Columbia alumnus-led 

countries was involved!" (Can any¬ 

one name those two countries?) 

Tom Sawicki made a stop in 

New York following the headline¬ 

grabbing annual conference of 

the American Israel Public Af¬ 

fairs Committee in Washington, 

D.C., in June. Tom has been with 

AIPAC in Israel for a decade 

and is its director of program¬ 

ming. He and his wife, Susie '77 

Barnard (associate director at the 

New Israel Fund in Jerusalem), 

have two sons, ages 23 and 20. 

Both of the "boys" are serving in 

the Israel Defense Forces and get¬ 

ting their B.A.s at the same time. 

Another classmate called with 

news of a major change in his life. 

While Vic Fortuno continues as 

v.p. and general counsel at the 

Legal Services Corp. in D.C., his 

domestic life has changed dramati¬ 

cally. All five of his children are 

now out of the house, so he says 

"it's just us and the four dogs — 

they're like our kids now." (Some 

of us have it the opposite way — 

the kids still live at home, and we’re 
working like dogs!) 

The University trustees held 

a reception in June to thank the 

many alumni volunteers. While 

attending the event, I saw Geoff 

Colvin, Kevin Ward, past trustee 

George Van Amson and Ted 

Gregory. Kevin related that his 

son, Matthew '11, has been head 

of an unusual Columbia club: 

the Surf Club. Matt apparently 

is crazy enough to surf in nearby 

waters throughout even the winter 

months. Like father, like son. 

Since writing in a recent column 

about Rick Agresta, I heard from 

him again with news about John 

Slough. Rick tells us that John has 

a Ph.D. in physics (in particular, 

plasma physics) and lives in Se¬ 

attle. While details were vague, it 

seems that John is a NASA grantee 

and is working on inventing ways 

for interspace travel. Stay tuned for 

more on this in a future column, 

but in the meantime, "Captain 

Slough — beam me up!" 

In the current economic down¬ 

turn, I have predictably heard of a 

number of job losses. More are sure 

to follow in the coming months. 

I am saving news on the affected 

classmates until I can report new 

careers. 

I leave you with a time capsule 

found while cleaning an old file. 

Found was a postcard with a 1971 

picture of the marquee of the nostal¬ 

gic Fillmore East listing the eight (!) 

acts playing over a three-week span. 

There were so many acts that they 

had to abbreviate the bands to the 

following: "Mountain," "Mayall," 

"TenYears," "Procol," "Dead," "IEL 

& P," "Jethro," and "Poco." Can you 

remember the full names of all eight? 

There you have it. A former 

professor literally from the horse 

and buggy era to a classmate inves¬ 

tigating interspace travel — and a 

37-year-old music "time capsule" to 

boot! If you have an update on your¬ 

self or a classmate, please grab your 

transponder and drop me a line. 

Randy Nichols 

503 Princeton Cir. 

Newtown Square, PA 19073 

rcnl6@columbia.edu 

Donald Kurth received a master's 

in public administration mid¬ 

career degree (M.P.A.-M.C.) in June 

from the John F. Kennedy School of 

Government at Harvard. Donald is 

the mayor of Rancho Cucamonga, 

Calif., and an associate professor at 

Loma Linda University's school of 

medicine. He is a former president 

of the California Society of Addic¬ 

tion Medicine and a former Lead¬ 

ership Fellow at the Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation (2003-06). 

Maria Sclafani, daughter of 

Robert Sclafani and Christine 

Roberts, graduated from Smith 

College in May, and the Sclafani 

clan was present in force. Neither 

Maria nor brother Michael, a frosh 

at Metropolitan State College in 

Denver, attended Columbia, but 

relative Gus Quartararo '08 did. 

Gus was a member of the golf 

team, which won the Ivy League 

championship in 2008. Bob is 

interim chair of the Department 

of Biochemistry and Molecular 

Genetics at the University of 

Colorado School of Medicine and 

hopes to go on sabbatical when 

the new chair is hired. Recently, he 

was interviewed on CBS 4 News 

in Denver about research on the 

effect of resveratrol on cancer 

cells. Resveratrol is a plant com¬ 

pound believed to be responsible 

for the anti-aging and anti-cancer 

properties of red wine, which may 

explain the "French paradox" in 

which a diet rich in red wine cor¬ 

relates with better health instead 

of the other way around. Resvera¬ 

trol also is found in peanuts, so 

Bob's advice is to drink red wine 

with Thai food! See the entire 

interview at http: / / cbs4denver. 

com / healthResveratrol.sirtuin. 

GlaxoSmithKline.2.723364.html. 

HPJ Clyde Moneyhun 

*J Program in Writing and 

■ Rhetoric 

Serra Mall 450, Bldg. 460, 

Room 223 

Stanford University 

Stanford, CA 94305 

caml31@columbia.edu 

I spent a pleasant evening with my 

sophomore roommate, Roman Kor- 

opeckyj, now an associate professor 

of Slavic languages and literature 

at UCLA, who was on the Stanford 

campus to give a lecture. We split 

an Italian dinner and a bottle of 

wine in Palo Alto, caught up on 
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1978: Class members who registered for reunion include Robert Aldisert, Joseph Beyda, Thomas Bisdale, Gary Blackman, Mark Blackman, Rob Blank, 
Charles Callan, Bennett Caplan, Joseph Cirnigliaro, Joseph Cosenza, Paul Cutrone, Edward Deitch, Christopher Dell, Joshua Dratel, Robert Eisenberg, 
Ted Faraone, Alfred Feliu, John Flores, Kevin Fox, David Freinberg, Joseph Giovannelli, Michael Glanzer, David Glaser, Joseph Greenaway Jr., Stephen 
Gruhin, Mitchell Halpern, William Hartung, Sigmund Hough, David Jachimczyk, Jay Levat, Joel Levinson, Robert Lewton, David Margules, Thomas Mar¬ 
iam, David Melamed, Ric Michel, Jeffrey Moerdler, Matthew Nemerson, Robert Posnick, John Prudden, Thomas Reuter, Kenneth Rose, Edward Rosen- 
feld, Frederick Rosenstein, Allen Rothman, Edward Scheuermann, Richard Schloss, Marvin Siegfried, Mark Silverschotz and Donald Simone. 

PHOTO: ANDREA NICHOLS 

events of the past few decades and 

laughed a lot about old times. Nice 

to see you again, Roman. 

Now come on, the rest of you: 

Send along your news for the col¬ 

umn so other folks will know you're 

still out there. 

77 
David Gorman 

111 Regal Dr. 

DeKalb,IL 60115 

dgorman@niu.edu 

Of late I heard from Tim "Warren" 

Towler, whom some may recall as 

defensive tackle on the football team 

under coach Bill Campbell '62. Tim 

stayed at Columbia to earn an M.B.A. 

in 1979 and, long story short, he now 

works in transportation manage¬ 

ment. And I'm not talking about 

buses or cabs. ’Em has made a career 

of overseeing the movement of stuff. 
"Look around the room," he says, 

and ask yourself how everything 

got there. Everything represents a 

problem that had to be solved in 

the management of transportation. 

"Over my career I have developed 

the solutions for movements of pe¬ 

troleum and plastics (Exxon-Mobil), 

consumer goods (Neutrogena, Mars, 

Unilever and Meow Mix), jet engine 

components (Pratt & Whitney), paper 

(Appleton Papers) and now food." 

Em is director of transportation for 

the Pinnacle Foods Group. His chief 

preoccupation these days has to do 

with sustainable or "green" solutions 

to transportation issues, and he men¬ 

tions that Pinnacle has implemented 

some of his ideas in this area. Since 

Em was in touch around the time of 

last summer's Midwest floods, he 

also noted that weather is one of the 

things that makes his job fun — or, 

as he puts it, "reacting when Mother 

Nature has a bad hair day." Fuel cost 

is another challenge. I'm guessing. 

I was also glad to hear, if more 

briefly, from Adam Nortick and 

Joseph Cornelius. Joe is a widower 

who lives in Pennsylvania with a 

15-year-old son. He commutes to 

New York City where he works for 

the NYC Transit Authority. I was 

interested to learn that he is less 

than two years from retirement; he 

reports that "life is great," and that 

he is "looking forward to retirement 

and planning for it as best as one 

can given today's economic mess." 

I am about a dozen years from 

retirement, but I hear what Joe is 

saying, despite the reassurances of 

my financial guy. 

Adam married and studied at 

Albany Medical College, where 

four winters were enough for him 

and Helena. They moved way, way 

south: Adam has a pain-manage¬ 

ment practice in Birmingham, Ala. 

His oldest daughter, Raina, gradu¬ 

ated from Wharton and Fordham 

Law; his second daughter, Mariel, is 

in her third year at the Dental School 

after graduating from Penn; and his 

third daughter, Chelsea, is a senior at 

Vestavia Hills H.S. She lives at home 

along with Flippy (a dachshund) 

and Jenny (a Jack Russell terrier). 

Adam's P.S.: "Miss the pizza." 

Congratulations to Steven Roth 

on the admission of his son, Sam¬ 

uel, to the Class of 2012. Did you 

know that if you are admitted and 

you had a parent in the College or 

Engineering, the Admissions Of¬ 

fice calls you a "legacy"? Is it me, 

or is there something kind of cool 

about that? 

Matthew Nemerson 

35 Huntington St. 

New Haven, CT 06511 

mnemerson@snet.net 

About 60 of us signed up for 

our 30th reunion, held in May. It 

seemed a few never showed, but 

still about 8 percent of the class re¬ 

turned. Let's face it, for a mid-'70s 

light blue brigade, this was a very 

good showing. 

The quality of the reunion effort 

by the Columbia alumni affairs and 

development staffs (who were hard¬ 

working and delightful) continues 

to improve over time, and this year 

continued the upward tilt in pro¬ 

duction values with fine brochures, 

food, wine and facilities. We need 

to do something about keeping 

more of the preliminary events on 

campus, and the school-oriented 

programming needs work—they 

need to spring for more of our best 

professors to do refresher courses on 

favorite topics, such as Presidential 

elections — thaP s what would bring 

more back, I think. Our classmates 

on panels were super, as usual. 

One big peeve: I still cannot 

believe no one has figured out how 

to have a joint Columbia-Bamard 

reunion dinner or something major 

during the weekend. Yes, there was 

an early joint cocktail hour, but for 

those of us of a certain age I am 

sure our wives would not mind 

and it would just be fun; we did 

go to school together back then. 

Perhaps the new coed Columbia 

politics get in the way. 

I had the double mitzvah of 

going to reunion and watching 

my daughter graduate from high 

school on the Friday and Saturday 

of reunion weekend, so for the first 

time in 25 years I did not attend 

the full complement of reunion 

festivities. 

Arriving for drinks and din¬ 

ner on Saturday, I parked next 

to Fred Rosenstein and his wife 

when I came in to the SIPA garage 

— always a treat to park for free, 

or maybe that's where half the 

registration fee goes — and we 

soon bumped into Joel Levinson 

at the sign-in table, where we got 

our requisite travel coffee mugs. 

For the $100 and change dinner 

cost they could have thrown in a 

Columbia shirt, no? 

Then it was on to College Walk, 

where Tom Mariam, Mitchell 

Halpern, Tom Bisdale, Don Simo¬ 

ne and David Freinberg were en¬ 

joying the wine tasting. Five years 

before I had cabbed around New 

York with Mitch and Tom from one 

event to another, but this year this 

was our longest time to talk. 

I walked around with Joe 

Cosenza, saw John Flores (a fellow 

Connecticut citizen) and then fell 

in with Chris Dell, Ben Caplan 

and Charles Callan. 

Later my old "next door neigh¬ 

bor for three years" (you see, I 

always had singles due to the work 

of John Jay dorm chief Steve Engel 

'74, who was from Connecticut 

and a Yankee fan and took care of 

me), Steve Gruhin, showed up 

and we talked to Ken Rose, David 

Margules and Jay Levat. 

Reunion volunteer gurus Judge 

Joe Greenaway and former Co¬ 

lumbia alumni staffer Joe Giovan¬ 

nelli were around to make sure the 

class was well taken care of as we 

headed toward our Van Am quad 

tent and dinner. A few Barnard 

women dropped in as they did 

five years ago, including Lori Gold 

'78 Barnard and Julie Rader '78 

Barnard. 

Twins Gary Blackman and 

Mark Blackman were on hand to 

tell band stories and give us up¬ 

dates on their theater company. 

Thanks to everyone who put 

this year's gig together. A few 

thoughts from attendees who were 

good enough to write: 

Former John Jay hallmate Robert 

Blank notes, "It was great to be 

back in Momingside Heights and 

see so many old friends. I thor¬ 

oughly enjoyed myself because of 
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Alumni Sons and Daughters 
Fifty-five members of the College Class of 2012 and four members of the 

SEAS Class of 2012 are sons or daughters of College alumni. 

STUDENT PARENT 

Joseph Artuso Anthony Artuso '80 

Skillman, N.J. • Montgomery H.S. 

Narine Atamian Jean-Marie Atamian '81 

New York City • Chapin School 

STUDENT PARENT 

Kevin Gould Howard N. Gould '73 

Pacific Palisades, Calif. • Palisades Charter H.S. 

Catherine Greenman Harlan Greenman '79 

Princeton Junction, N.J. • W. Windsor-Plainsboro H.S. 

STUDENT PARENT 

William Reggio * Bill Reggio '84 

Huntington, N.Y. • Friends Academy 

Samuel Roth Steven D. Roth '77 

Scarsdale, N.Y. • Scarsdale H.S. 

Sarah Avallone Michael Avallone '81 

Manhasset, N.Y. • Manhasset H.S. 
Meron Gribetz * Arthur Gribetz '76 

Jerusalem • Hartman Charles E. Smith H.S. 
Juliet Gavrin Savits Glen Savits '79 

Bedminster, N.J. • Bernards H.S. 

Katherine Balkoski John Balkoski '68 

San Francisco • San Francisco University H.S. 
Katharine Hughes Robert C. Hughes '83 

Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y. • Cold Spring Harbor H.S. 
Emily Selinger Neil Selinger '75 

Larchmont, N.Y. • MamaroneckH.S. 

Victoria Barr Stephen Barr '74 

Newark, Del. • Archmere Academy 

Gabrielle Berg Howard Berg '76 

West Orange, N.J. • Kushner Yeshiva H.S. 

Joan Bilms Kevin Bilms '81 

Chesapeake, Va. • Norfolk Academy 

Jordan Boggan James E. Boggan '71 

Fair Oaks, Calif. • St. Francis H.S. 

Zachary Brill Gary Brill '75 

Somerset, N.J. • Franklin H.S. 

Elizabeth Cantor Harvey Cantor '63 

Wellesley, Mass. • Dana Hall School 

Ashley Chin Jerome Chin '80 

Santa Rosa, Calif. • Lawrenceville School 

Toni Kevin C. 

Ciprian-Matthews Matthews '80 

Montclair, N.J. • Montclair H.S. 

Christopher Coles Kevin L. Coles '84 

Laurel, Md. • Dematha Catholic H.S. 

Elizabeth Conn Richard Conn '71 

Pacific Palisades, Calif. • Harvard-Westlake School 

Anna Cooperberg Charles Ian Cooperberg '77 

Durham, N.C. • Durham Academy 

Carolyn Costa Robert Costa '67 

New York City • Chapin School 

Sarah Duncan David Duncan '73 

Boston • Winsor School 

Richard Edward C. 

Falk-Wallace Wallace Jr. '71 

New York City • Phillips Exeter Academy 

Natania Field Jeffrey Field '80 

Haverford, Pa. • Baldwin School 

Andrea Gabriele Mauro Gabriele '85 

Paris • Ecole Active Bilingue Jeannine Manuel 

Lawrence Ella Brodsky- 

Geyman Geyman '89 

Livingston, N.J. • Livingston H.S. 

Madeleine Jensen Marc Jensen '79 

Huntington, N.Y. • Huntington H.S. 

Elizabeth Kipp-Giusti Robert J. Giusti '76 

New York City • Chapin School 

Andrew Kisch * Alexander Kisch '52 

New York City • Ramaz Upper School 

Palmer Leff Steven Leff '76 

Morganville, N.J. • Marlboro H.S. 

Rami Levi Stuart Levi '83 

Teaneck, N.J. • SAR High School 

Samuel Levin David Levin '81 

New York City • LaGuardia H.S. 

Antonio Levy * Carlos Daniel Levy '75 ** 

West Hollywood, Calif. • Harvard-Westlake School 

Joseph Marano Thomas Marano '83 

Madison, N.J. • Delbarton School 

Christopher Marconi Joseph C. Marconi '83 

Muttontown, N.Y. • St. Anthony's H.S. 

Sophie Meislin Robert Meislin '81 

New York City • Abraham Joshua Heschel School 

Lara Mnaymneh Sami Mnaymneh '81 

London • American School in London 

Ariel Moger Byron Moger '78 

Key Biscayne, Fla. • Palmer-Trinity School 

John O'Loughlin John O'Loughlin '81 

Boston • Roxbury Latin School 

Joanna Phillips Paul S. Phillips '78 

Cranston, R.I. • Cranston H.S. East 

Nicholas Phillips John M. Phillips '80 

Darien, Conn. • Darien H.S. 

Nicholas Pleasants James F. Pleasants '74 

Seattle • James A. Garfield H.S. 

William Prasifka William Prasifka '80 

Dublin • St. Conleth's College 

Joshua Raab David Raab '76 

Chappaqua, N.Y. • Horace Greeley H.S. 

Michael Spitzer- Steven 

Rubenstein Rubenstein '83 

Los Angeles • Beverly Hills H.S. 

Daniel Spunberg Jerome J. Spunberg '73 

Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. • 
Alexander W. Dreyfoos School of the Arts 

Charles Stam Lawrence Stam '74 

New York City • Horace Mann School 

Emily Tamkin Daniel Tamkin '81 

Manhasset, N.Y. • Manhasset H.S. 

Alexander Thomas Jeffrey Thomas '83 

Hillsborough, Calif. • Burlingame H.S. 

Herbert Thornhill Herbert Thornhill Jr. '80 

Teaneck, N.J. • Fordham Preparatory School 

Maryann Vlahos Louis Vlahos '84 

Port Washington, N.Y. • Paul D. Schreiber Sr. High 

Sarah Wald Robert Wald'68 

Chicago • University of Chicago Laboratory H.S. 

Hannah Wilentz R. Sean Wilentz '72 

Princeton, N.J. • Lawrenceville School 

Byron Wouk Joseph Wouk '75 

Santa Cruz, Calif. • home-schooled 

Adela Yawitz Charles Yawitz '80 

Tel Aviv • School of the Arts (Omanuyot) 

Cody Zupnick Gerald Zupnick '64 

Port Washington, N.Y. • Paul D. Schreiber Sr. High 

* Member of the SEAS Class of 2012 

** Deceased 

Three incoming transfer student members 
of the College Class of 2010 are sons or 
daughters of College alumni. 

STUDENT 

Louis Eisner 

Roman Rodriguez 

Michelle Ross 

PARENT 

Eric Eisner '70 

Jorge Rodriguez '75 

Richard M. Ross '66 
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the company. [You asked us to edit 

our off-the-cuff comments to people 

to improve our quotes for posterity] 

but as I said nothing memorable, 

there's no history to revise." 

It's an offer I made to everyone 

who attended. 

Robert continues, "As to life, I am 

a faculty member at the University 

of Wisconsin School of Medicine 

and Public Health. My wife. Sue 

Coppersmith '78 MIT, is a faculty 

member in physics. Our daughter, 

Deborah (9), will enter fourth grade 

this fall. I study the genetics of bone 

biomechanical performance in my 

lab and in my (limited) clinical life 

I am an endocrinologist. I also am 

associate director of the M.D.-Ph.D. 

program here. 

"Life in Madison is OK, but 

slow-paced compared to New 

York. I miss the city and the far 

superior cultural and culinary op¬ 

tions available there." 

Rob Aldisert confessed, "I had 

never attended a reunion before 

but seized on the chance to bring 

my family to New York for a few 

days from our home in Portland, 

Ore. My wife, Jenny, and I had 

many memorable conversations 

at the party, which went on for us 

from about 4 in the afternoon to 1 

in the morning, but one sticks out 

in my mind: 

Classmate: "You know, you 

never used to wear underwear." 

Rob: (horrified) "That's not true; 

my mother didn't raise a barbarian." 

Classmate: "Oh, no, I remember." 

Rob: "Wait a minute, how would 

you know? " 

Classmate: "I heard." 

Jenny: "Well, how nice it's been 

nice meeting you! Rob, I'm going 

to get another glass of wine. Why 

don't you two go ahead and catch 

up some more." 

Which reminds me that perhaps 

we really need more training with 

the Barnard women we hung out 

with 30 years ago, as they are the 

only ones who can appreciate our 

19-year-old brains. 

Mark Blackman writes, "Al¬ 

though I went only to the dinner, I 

had a great time seeing friends I've 

kept since graduation as well as 

guys I hadn't seen in a long while. 

"I sat with Leslie and Tom 

Bisdale; David Freinberg; Rob 

Aldisert (jazz band bass player) 

and his wife; Jay Beyda (CU 

Marching Band) and his wife; and 

my brother and sister-in-law. Good 

to see that Fred Rosenstein hasn't 

changed in looks or keen sense of 

humor. Fun to see and hear Joe 

Greenaway again. It just felt good 

feeling closer to 18 for a night." 

Sigmund Hough had a good 

time and a thoughtful time back 

in the city: "My family and I really 

enjoyed the time spent in New 

York. Nice to see the improve¬ 

ments on campus as well as the 

solid connection with the tradition 

of being at Columbia. 

"At tire half-century mark, I now 

can more easily realize the value of 

what was taught during the four 

years at Columbia: the ups and 

downs of society correlated with the 

ups and downs of sports and work. 

An excellent lesson to keep you 

honest and keep you modest! 

"A nice experience was that my 

young son really felt pride in be¬ 

ing at Camp Columbia and looks 

forward to the day of applying for 

admission" (hmm, I will have to 

check back with you about how he 

feels about the process of applying 

at a later date). "We also talked 

about the world always being in 

crisis and on the edge of despair. 

Learning the history does keep it in 

perspective. 

"So, with all the new and con¬ 

tinuing challenges in life, I trust that 

history will continue and hopefully 

I continue to be a part of it. Thank 

you, Columbia, for a foundation 

on which I have built a life! And, 

thanks for your continued efforts on 

behalf on the Qass of 1978 ..." 

David Margules sent the fol¬ 

lowing screenplay: 

Steve Gruhin and Ken Rose (in 

unison): "Geez, Margules, you look 

amazingly great. We wish we had 

aged as little as you!" 

Margules: "Clean living, my 

boys. And protection of precious 

bodily fluids." 

Gruhin and Rose, joined now by 

Robert Aldisert (in unison): "We 

pledge to be more like you!" 

Perhaps on HBO later this year. 

Tom Mariam opined on how 

bad habits were learned early: "I 

was struck most at the reunion by 

how easily we all interacted, even 

if we had been apart for most of 

the past 30 years, or even if we 

hardly spoke or knew each other 

during our years on campus. In 

fact, there were a few classmates 

with whom I probably spoke for 

the first time. 

"Conversations flowed easily on 

a wide range of topics. One I recall 

was with Fred Rosenstein about 

staying up very late — something 

our wives were quick to admonish 

us about. Several other classmates 

who weaved into the conversation 

also noted how they are up regu¬ 

larly well past midnight. I thought 

about it a little later and became 

convinced the genesis of our night 

owl tendencies was right here at 

Columbia with all the late-night 

studying (and occasional mischief). 

I'm long past all-nighters now. But 

I still do much of my best thinking 

and writing after midnight." 

Oh, and Tom wrote this at 12:30 
a.m., two weeks after the copy deadline! 

Chris Dell was back from Af¬ 

ghanistan for a break to fill us all in 

on the real story over there: "Good 

to see lots of folks. Reunions are 

a funny time always (did you see 

Dick Caved7 s piece in The New York 
Times about his Yale reunion?). 

"A lot of reflections on what 

we've become, what we haven't 

become, 'where did my life go?', 

the usual things that go through 

your mind at these events. Per¬ 

haps a touch unsettling, or at least 

provoking of reflection. My con¬ 

clusion? I must be suffering from 

extreme professional deformation. 

"As weird as it must seem to the 

'outside' world, I don't think I'd 

give up being in Afghanistan for 

anything else I could have done, 

either in the Foreign Service or in a 

different profession. It's a real chance 

to do something that matters, and 

(in a very weird way) it7 s pretty 

great to have a chance to be living, if 

not exactly on, at least in, the same 

neighborhood as the edge at this 

point in life. And I'll keep saying that 

if I make it out in one piece! (Written 

on the morning the Indian Embassy 

was bombed in Kabul.)" 

Bennett Caplan kindly remind¬ 

ed me of a conversation I had with 

him in a rare moment when I was 

not playing Walter Winchell. "I do 

remember our conversation (that 

would be yours and mine) quite 

vividly, as we did have a moment 

to chat on the steps of Low Library. 

"In particular, we discussed 

the expansion of Columbia and 

the building of the new campus 

in Manhattanville. Drawing upon 

your knowledge of Yale and its 

expansion plans, you explained the 

need for space in terms of the abil¬ 

ity to compete for research grants 

— an aspect that I had never imag¬ 

ined. You also discussed the extent 

to which Columbia — tight for 

space as it is — was forced to make 

tough choices in order to compete 

for these types of grants. You also 

elaborated on how differing levels 

of endowments" [$9 billion ain't 

what it used to be, MN] "had 

wider competitive implications for 

Columbia down the road compet¬ 

ing with Yale and Harvard. 

"The bottom line was that it was 

not so much what we discussed 

but the fact that with each reunion 

I remember the high caliber of 

discussion — whatever the topic 

might be. 

"I also wanted to single out 

how much I enjoyed seeing Chris 

Dell and having a moment to 

talk with him. There was many 

a story buried in the back pages 

of The Washington Post and other 

newspapers in recent years about 

the U.S. ambassador to Zimbabwe 

— Chris, that is — and his courage 

in discussing the extent to which 

and why that country was facing 

Dr. Robert Klapper '79 and his 
daughter, Michele Klapper '08, 
celebrating at her graduation 
in May. "It's quite a special mo¬ 
ment," says the proud father 

troubled times. The press reported 

Chris' views, expressed clearly and 

without ambiguity, about the rea¬ 

sons for the sad state that country 

was in and he was surprisingly 

candid given the competing inter¬ 

ests he must have had to consider. 

Little wonder that his comments 

at the panel on international affairs 

for the Classes of 1973 and 1978 re¬ 

garding Afghanistan — where he is 

posted — were equally insightful. 

Whoever would have imagined 

that a lowly 'tube-steak' salesman 

at Columbia football games had so 

much character and would do his 

alma mater proud?" 

And that is a great way to 

close our 30th. Keep writing, and 

remember that the best is yet to 

come! 

rklappermd@aol.com 

"Ricky here [Eric Fremed]... Our 

oldest son, Daniel, is engaged and 

will enter The Robert Wood John¬ 

son Medical School in New Jersey 

this fall. Perhaps he will consider 

joining his father, who practices 

neurology in northern New Jersey." 

Attention, classmates! Jess Drab- 

kin is busy planning for our 30th 

class reunion. "The Reunion Com¬ 

mittee had its first meeting, attended 

by myself. Brooks Klimley (our es¬ 

teemed reunion chair emeritus, who 

jump-started all of this the last time 

around), Peter Grossman, James 

Brandt, Joe Simone, Jeff Davis, 

Harlan Greenman, Peter Lasusa, 

George Florakis and Parker Bagley. 

Rob Klapper, Alan Gerson, Feman- 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Natalie Miranda 
nm2417@columbia.edu 

212-870-2768 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-870-2194 

m Robert Klapper 

8737 Beverly Blvd., Ste 303 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 
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do Ortiz, Gene Schatz and Steve 

Gustavson have also joined the 

committee effort. Natalie Miranda, 

director. Alumni Affairs, will work 

with us to make this a first-class 

'happening.' We are planning some 

great events, and I encourage every¬ 

one to get involved. Please contact 

me atjdrabkin@gispc.com, Natalie 

Miranda at nm2417@columbia.edu 

or Paul Staller at ps2247@columbia. 

edu for more information. We would 

love to hear from everyone." 

Andrew Coulter admits that 

time waits for no one. "Seems that 

one of the most significant current 

events affecting us is that many of 

us turned 50, which certainly gave 

me pause ... Professional advice I 

can give: Stay defensive." 

Robert Klapper: "I promise 

this will be my last mention of my 

daughter's graduation from the 

College, magna cum laude, by the 

way, as a French major. [See photo.] 

"As I've outlined many times 

before in this column, on the 

differences from when we were 

there 30 years ago versus now 

and the computer and its impact 

on everything from the library to 

registration, but I have to tell you 

it was the same old frustrating 

Columbia experience for me on 

one level — getting seats for the 

graduation ceremony. Suddenly 

there is no computer to gener¬ 

ate a lottery or seating arrange¬ 

ment. It was good old frustrating 

Columbia. Why, you may ask? 

Because my job was to get the 

seats for the family for the gradu¬ 

ation, and guess what I had to 

do — what we had to do 30 years 

ago when we had to register for a 

class. I had to wake up early and 

get on line only to find that some 

of the people who knew some 

other people had now reserved 

all of the good seats. Sound fa¬ 

miliar? This was my life trying 

to register for classes that were 

What's Your Story? 

Let your classmates know 
about your family, work, 
travels or other news. 

Send us your Class Notes! 

E-MAIL to the address at 
the top of your column, or to 

cct@columbia.edu. 

MAIL to the address at the 
top of your column. 

fax to Class Notes Editor 
at 212-870-2747. 

Class Notes received by 
September 30 will be eligible 

for publication in the 
January/February CCT. 

on everybody's gut list. I haven't 

used that term in 30 years! 

"I had to go back in time and 

figure out how to get in front of the 

line that was waiting for the seats. 

By the way, I did. 

"At the top of this column you 

will see the first announcement for 

our 30th reunion. I look forward to 

hearing from you all for a future 

column. Hope your heartbeats and 

your bowels are regular." 

Michael C. Brown 

|J London Terrace Towers 

M 410 W. 24th St., Apt. 18F 

New York, NY 10011 

mcbcu80@yahoo.com 

Mario Biaggi, an accomplished civil 

trial attorney, won a major case after 

a lengthy trial before the Honorable 

Alan D. Scheinkman in the Com¬ 

mercial Division of the Westchester 

County Supreme Court. The trial, 

which dealt with allegations of real 

estate fraud and breaches of fidu¬ 

ciary duty, lasted 2Vi months. After 

its conclusion, the court issued a 

76-page decision awarding his cli¬ 

ent almost 100 percent ownership 

in the properties, which are worth 

approximately $25 million. 

Mario lives in Westchester with 

his family, and he is active in a 

variety of public and political en¬ 

deavors. 

Eric Blattman and I traveled 

to Conway, S.C., to watch the 

baseball team play in the NCAA 

Baseball Championships. The 

Lions received an automatic bid 

after defeating Dartmouth for the 

Ivy League title. This marked the 

first time since 1976 when we last 

played in the tourney. Eric and I 

met up with Hal Robertson '81E 

and Chris Meininger '82 to watch 

our players compete with some of 

the best players in college baseball. 

Coach Brett Boretti and the team 

should be commended for a great 

effort and building on the future. 

[Editor's note: see July / August.] 

David Walker and I attended the 

50th anniversary dinner of the East 

Harlem Tutorial Program, where 

we are trustees. David has finished 

his term as chairperson for this 

organization, which serves young 

people in Harlem. After a summer 

traveling in Europe, you can expect 

to see David in Washington, D.C. 

As I end this fall note, I want 

to remind you to get up to Baker 

Field. The football team is playing 

some competitive football, and our 

soccer programs continue to excite 

the crowds with their fine play. 

While you're up at Baker, check out 

Robertson Field, a state-of-the-art 

turf field that gives us the ability to 

get an early start on the season. 

Drop me a line; I would like to 

hear from you! 

Jeff Pundyk 

20 E. 35th St., Apt. 8D 

New York, NY 10016 

jpundyk@yahoo.com 

This column is past deadline, work 

is piling up to unprecedented lev¬ 

els and I'm as lazy as ever, which 

means a no-frills edition of our 

comings and goings. 

First, run — don't walk — to 

your computer and order up Len¬ 

ny Cassuto's newest book: Hard 
Boiled Sentimentality: The Secret 
History of American Crime Stories. 
Conspicuous display of this book 

is sure to make you appear serious- 

minded, and you can rest assured 

that Lenny is far livelier on the 

page than he is in the flesh. 

Randal Quarles has successfully 

escaped from the U.S. government. 

Formerly undersecretary of the 

U.S. Treasury for domestic finance, 

Randal has been managing direc¬ 

tor at the Carlyle Group for about a 

year. He is based at the firm's office 

in Washington, D.C. 

Chris Tauss buries the lede: 

"I think that my 25-plus years of 

silence has been long enough, and 

I feel inspired to finally share with 

others. First, I am a senior comput¬ 

er programmer at Natixis Capital 

Markets, is a French trading com¬ 

pany. I mostly program Microsoft 

Office (Excel, Access, Outlook, etc.) 

as well as some other applications. 

I have been a programmer for 

about 10 years, and prior to that 

spent 13 years on the floor of the 

American Stock Exchange, first 

as a clerk and then as a specialist 

and floor trader of equity options. 

I ultimately found programming 

to be much more suitable to my 

philosophy major personality than 

banging heads on the trading floor. 

"But the thing that makes me 

most proud is that my wife, Lily, 

and I had our first child on May 

18. His name is Carl Joseph, and he 

is a wonderful little man. I know 

that some of my classmates have 

children who have graduated from 

college already, but I am here to say 

that it really is never too late to start 

a family. Anyway, that's my story." 

Go to Google Earth and look for 

Kotzebue, Alaska. Go up the coast 

and you will see a small village 

called Kivolena. Travel a bit north¬ 

east. Look really closely and you 

may get a glimpse of Gil Atzmon 

working his lead-zinc deposit. Yes, 

that's north of the Arctic Circle, 

closer to Russia than to Anchorage. 

Back in the Lower 48, Rico 

Josephs writes: "I recently was 

promoted to director of admissions 

and community relations for The 

Glen Mills Schools. I am blessed 

with a 16-year-old son, Enrique Jr., 

who studied this past summer at 

the University of Michigan's Ann 

Arbor campus as a part of the Tel- 

luride Association's Sophomore 

Seminar program. I celebrated 19 

years of marriage to my lovely 

wife, Joan, on June 24." 

Steve Master's son, Michael, 

graduated from the University of 

Pittsburgh with a B.S. in physics. 

Michael plans to attend SUNY 

Stony Brook to pursue a master's 

in biomedical engineering-medical 

physics. Steve and his wife Pa¬ 

tricia's other son, Brendan, will 

enroll at University of Maryland 

Baltimore County this fall. Brendan 

is a UMBC Presidential fellow and 

plans to study philosophy in the 

Honors College. 

Daniel Gordis writes from Israel: 

"Lewis Horowitz and I were room¬ 

mates in Carman during freshman 

year (though we're no longer sure 

what the room number was, another 

sign of that fading memory). When 

Lewis mentioned to me that he had 

to be in Athens for a conference, I 

suggested that I join him for a day, 

since a flight from Tel Aviv to Athens 

is just over an hour. Thirty years 

after our shared room in Carman, 

some things haven't changed. We 

still have great times together, still 

remember something of CC to talk 

about as we hike up the Acropolis 

to the Parthenon. And some things 

have changed. We each have kids 

older than we were when we met 

and started rooming together. The 

hike up the Acropolis is very differ¬ 

ent with two guys who've had knee 

surgery than it would have been 30 

years ago. And one of us (to remain 

nameless) snores very badly. Had 

that been the case in 1977, the room¬ 

ing situation would have had to 

have been addressed immediately. 

But it was a great time, infinitely 

richer because we'd studied so much 

of what transpired in Athens togeth¬ 

er, somewhere in Hamilton Hall." 

Lewis and I went to high school 

together. I can vouch for his snor¬ 

ing prowess, having witnessed him 

doze through many a class back 

in Maplewood, N.J. Back then, 

teachers had a tough call — listen 

to Lewis snore, or wake him and 

listen to him talk. Most opted for 

the snoring. 

Send further updates and out¬ 

rage to jpundyk@yahoo.com. 

Andrew Weisman 

710 Lawrence Ave. 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

weisman@comcast.net 

Greetings, gentlemen. I trust you 

all had a relaxing and enjoyable 

summer. My trust is based on the 

notion that only the super-wealthy 

can now afford to travel or, for that 

matter, to be active after sundown. 

The Class of '82 continues to 

surprise and amaze; please bear in 

mind that I remember a number 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2008 

mm 



COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY CLASS NOTES 

of you at a time when you had not 

yet mastered the basics of feeding 

or hygiene. 

Lou Orfanella recently founded 

an independent publishing com¬ 

pany, The Last Automat Press. The 

company specializes in publish¬ 

ing high quality "chapbooks." 

For those of you not familiar with 

this genre, a chapbook is defined 

by Wikipedia as "a small book or 

pamphlet containing poems, bal¬ 

lads, stories or religious tracts." 

Lou is seeking manuscript submis¬ 

sions for chapbooks including, but 

not limited to, poetry, memoir and 

flash fiction. As you may recall 

from an earlier Class Notes, Lou is 

the author or contributing author 

of more than a dozen books includ¬ 

ing Objects in Mirror are Closer Than 
They Appear; In a Flash: Twenty-One 
Short Short Stories; Excursions: Po¬ 
etry and Prose; Streets of New York; 
How I Happened; Allurements and 
Lamentations; Composite Sketches; 
Scenes from an Ordinary Life: Getting 
Naked to Explore a Writer's Process 
and Possibilities; Reel Rebels; When 
Genres Collide; and Rationales for 
Teaching Young Adult Literature. 
His work has appeared in many 

national and regional publications 

including The New York Daily News, 
College Bound, English Journal, 
World Hunger Year Magazine, Dis¬ 
coveries, Teacher Magazine and New 
York Teacher. For those interested 

in submissions or learning more 

about The Last Automat, please 

visit www.thelastautomat.com. 

Very exciting news, and thanks 

for checking in. 

Also checking in this "go- 

round," the good Dr. Charles 

Markowitz, who recently was 

honored as a finalist at New Jersey7 s 

annual Healthcare Heroes Awards 

program (hosted by NJBIZ) on June 

23 for his role in founding the char¬ 

ity Generations ElderCare. Upon 

investigation of the NJBIZ Web site, 

I discovered that NJBIZ created the 

Healthcare Heroes awards program 

"in an effort to recognize excellence, 

promote innovation and honor the 

efforts of individuals and organiza¬ 

tions making a significant impact 

on the quality of healthcare in New 

Jersey. This is your opportunity 

to thank and recognize those who 

have touched your life or the lives 

of those around you... individuals 

or organizations going above and 

beyond for the benefit of all." The 

mission of the charity is "to assist 

senior citizens who are coping with 

the financial impact of returning 

home from a hospital, inpatient 

rehabilitation center, or nursing 

home when faced with the cost of 

expensive medical equipment." 

Charles founded the charity to as¬ 

sist the elderly in improving the 

quality of their lives by enabling 

them to live as independently as 

1983: Class members who registered for reunion include Jonathan Adams, Carl Birman, William Bivins, George 
Bogdan, Thomas Bow, Gerald Brandt, Michael Broder, Gerrard Bushell, Michael Cataldo, Kevin Chapman, J. David 
Chertok, Kenny Chin, Nathaniel Christian III, Sanford Cohen, David Coplan, Robert Davis, Daniel Dean, Philip 
Dolin, Robert Drew, Paul Ehrlich, David Einhorn, Eric Epstein, Carl Fallen Seth Farber, Michael Fatale, Daniel 
Ferreira, Ronald Fiske Jr., George Fryer Jr., Richard Garvey, Benjamin Geber, Andrew Gershon, Andrew Gessner, 
Dave Goggins, Elie Gordis, Richard Gordon, Michael Granville, Jonathan Green, Steven Greenfield, Howard Guess 
Jr., Larry Herman, David Hershey-Webb, Joseph Hertz, Michael Hickins, Steve Holtje, Robert Hughes, Stephen 
Huntley-Robertson, Eric Jankelovits, Daniel Jochnowitz, Thomas Johns, Edward Joyce, David Kallus, Michael 
Katz, Joe Keeney, Ted Kesler, Frank Koumantaris, Miles Ladenheim, Andrew Lai, Michael Lavine, Saul Lebovic, 
Paul Lerner, Stuart Levi, Stephen Lew, Jay Lippman, Robert Lucero, David Lyle, Anthony Marcus, John Masterson, 
Chet Mazur, Michael McCarthy, Gary McCready, James McGrath, Basil Michaels, Roger Miller, Bruce Momjian, 
Mark Momjian, Harris Nusbaum, Jim Palos, Nicholas Paone, PJ. Pesce, Stephen Plumlee, Roy Pomerantz, Elliot 
Quint, Peter Ripin, Bruce Robertson, Mark Robin, Leonard Rosen, Andrew Ross, Paul Saputo, Daniel Schainholz, 
Laurits Schless, Reynolds Scott-Childress, Lawrence Silverman, Elliot Sloane, Neal Smolar, Jean Snijders, Mat¬ 
thew Stedman, Don Steinberg, Eric Wertzer, George Wilson, Chris Wood and Joseph Zwicker. Joining the class 
was Professor Emeritus of Spanish and Portuguese Karl-Ludwig Selig. 

PHOTO: DAVID WENTWORTH 

possible by providing the necessary 

medical equipment to do so. Gen¬ 

erations ElderCare recently received 

official 501(c)(3) from the IRS. To 

learn more, please visit www.genel- 

dercare.com. Charles resides on the 

Jersey Shore with his wife, Meryl, 

and children, Sara (13) and Bryan 

(11), both of whom are "Founding 

Members" of the charity. 

This is really wonderful news. 

On behalf of all the New Jersey 

alumni, thanks! 

Not checking in this period, 

but nonetheless doing cool stuff, 

Jason Zweig was named Personal 

Finance columnist for The Wall 
Street Journal, effective July 1. Ac¬ 

cording to a press release: "Mr. 

Zweig's responsibilities will include 

writing a weekly column for the 

Journal. 'Jason is one of the best- 

known personal finance journalists/ 

said Nikhil Deogun, editor of the 

Journal's Money & Investing sec¬ 

tion. 'He is a great addition to the 

team as we continue to expand our 

coverage in this important area.' 

'Jason is a must-read, thanks to his 

extensive knowledge of investing 

and his keen insights on investors,' 

said Neal Templin, personal finance 

editor of The Wall Street Journal. 'I 

am delighted to join the Journal,' 
said Mr. Zweig. 'ITs never been 

more challenging to navigate the 

financial markets, and the appetite 

for understanding among readers is 

keener than ever.' Mr. Zweig joins 

the Journal in its New York bureau 

from Money Magazine, where he 

was a senior writer and columnist, 

covering a wide range of topics, 

from the psychology of investing to 

false profits to the fool's gold of in¬ 

vesting in gold. Prior to that, he was 

the mutual funds editor at Forbes. 
Earlier in his career, Mr. Zweig had 

been a reporter-researcher for the 

Economy & Business section of Time 
and an editorial assistant at The 
Africa Report, a bimonthly journal. 

Mr. Zweig's book, Your Money and 
Your Brain, on the neuroscience of 

investing, was published by Simon 

& Schuster in August 2007. He also 

is the editor of the revised edition 

of Benjamin Graham's book. The 
Intelligent Investor (HarperCollins, 

2003). Mr. Zweig, who is not related 

to the money manager Martin E. 

Zweig, holds a B.A. from Columbia 

College, where he was awarded a 

John Jay National Scholarship. He 

resides in New York City." 

Congratulations, Jason, on all 

your achievements! 

Keep those cards and letters 

coming in. 

Roy Pomerantz 

Babyking / Petking 

182-20 Liberty Ave. 

Jamaica, NY 11412 

bkroy@msn.com 

Our 25th reunion was an over¬ 

whelming success. Attending were 

Jonathan Adams, Adam Bayroff, 

Carl Birman, William Bivins, 

George Bogdan, Thomas Bow, 

Gerald Brandt, Thomas Bronner 

'83 GS, Gerrard Bushell, Michael 

Cataldo, Kevin Chapman, J. David 

Chertok, Kenny Chin, Nathaniel 

Christian III, Sanford Cohen, Da¬ 

vid Coplan, Robert Davis, Daniel 

Dean, Robert Drew, David Ein- 

hom, Eric Lee Epstein, Carl Faller, 
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Seth Farber, Michael Fatale, Daniel 

Ferreira, Ronald Fiske Jr,. George 

Fryer Jr., Benjamin Geber, Andrew 

Gershon, Andrew Gessner, Dave 

Goggins, Elie Gordis, Richard 

Gordon, Michael Granville, Jona¬ 

than Green, Steven Greenfield, 

Howard Guess Jr., Larry Herman, 

David Hershey-Webb, Joseph 

Hertz, Michael Hickins, Steve 

Holtje, Robert Hughes, Stephen 

Huntley-Robertson, Erie Jankelo- 

vits, Daniel Jochnowitz, Thomas 

Johns, Edward Joyce, David Kal- 

lus, Michael Katz, Joe Keeney, 

Ted Kesler, Miles Ladenheim, 

Kimmy Lai, Michael Lavine, Saul 

Lebovic, Paul Lemer, Stuart Levi, 

Stephen Lew, Jay Lippman, Daniel 

Loeb, Robert Lucero, David Lyle, 

Anthony Marcus, John Master- 

son, Michael McCarthy, Gary 

McCready, James McGrath, Basil 

Michaels, Roger Miller, Mark 

Momjian, Bruce Momjian, Yasuaki 

Mori, Harris Nusbaum, Jim Palos, 

Nicholas Paone, P.J. Pesce, Stephen 

Plumlee, Roy Pomerantz, Elliot 

Quint, Peter Ripin, Bruce Robert¬ 

son, Mark Robin, Leonard Rosen, 

Andrew Ross, Paul Saputo, Daniel 

Schainholz, Laurits Schless, Reyn¬ 

olds Scott-Childress, Lawrence 

Silverman, Elliot Sloane, Taylor 

Smith, Neal Smolar, Jean Snijders, 

Matthew Stedman, Don Steinberg, 

George Wilson, Chris Wood and 

Joseph Zwicker. 

Ed Joyce hosted a well-attended 

College and Barnard cocktail recep¬ 

tion on Thursday at Ed's law firm, 

Heller Ehrman, in Times Square. The 

views were positively breathtaking. 

Daniel Loeb made the evening a 

truly historic one by reading a letter 

from Senator Barack Obama: 

"Dear Friends, 

"I want to thank you for the 

opportunity to welcome everyone 

to the Columbia College Class of 

'83 Reunion. I'm sorry that I am 

unable to join you all today, but it 

sounds like you have a great pro¬ 

gram planned to celebrate the 25th 

anniversary of our graduation and 

the accomplishments of our class 

over the last quarter-century. 

"It's hard to believe that so many 

years have passed since we left this 

institution to take on the world as 

new college graduates. I learned a 

lot at Columbia, found my focus, 

studied and came out with a deter¬ 

mination to do something about the 

injustices I had seen and read about. 

"While it may seem like we 

graduated yesterday, I don't have 

to tell you how much has changed. 

Since our time at Columbia, the 

world has transformed into a place 

where graduating from an American 

college without using the Internet is 

impossible. Medical advancements 

have turned many terminal illnesses 

into treatable disorders. New York 

City has recovered from an unspeak¬ 

able tragedy. The challenges, but 

also the promise, of an increasingly 

interconnected world has been laid 

in front of us in myriad ways. 

"Twenty-five years ago, we 

left Columbia with the wind at 

our backs. But in spite of our suc¬ 

cesses, many in our nation have 

not shared in the prosperity of the 

last quarter-century, and some are 

worse off than before. We must 

continually be reminded of the 

work that remains to protect our 

union and repair our world. 

"Once again, I want to thank 

you all for the opportunity to share 

these thoughts with you today. I 

wish you all continued success and 

happiness in the years to come. 

"Sincerely, 

Barack Obama" 

Daniel Loeb made a $100,000 

contribution to Columbia in honor 

of Obama. This gift was matched 

by Andy Barth, who had promised 

to match the single largest gift to 

the 25th reunion. Dan has two chil¬ 

dren, Ava (10 months) and Jacob 

(2). He and his wife, Margaret Mu- 

nzer Loeb '94 Brown, live in Man¬ 

hattan. Dan's the CEO of Third 

Point LLC, an investment manage¬ 

ment firm he founded 13 years 

ago. He is an avid surfer, yogi and 

triathlete and is in contact with 

Michael Wolf '84. He also has been 

an active supporter of Obama's 

Presidential run since hearing 

Obama's memorable speech at the 

Democratic Convention. 

Dr. Lawrence Silverman is a 

pediatric endocrinologist in New 

Rochelle, N.Y. He is married to Jodi 

Moise '83 Barnard, and they have 

two sons, Sam and Josh. Darius 

Sollohub is a professor of archi¬ 

tecture at the New Jersey Institute 

of Technology. He was involved in 

the New Orleans recovery effort. 

He and his wife, Kelley Forsyth '83 

Barnard, live with their daughters, 

Isabel and Louisa, in Glen Ridge, 

N.J. He is friends with P.J. Pesce, 

Michael Calabrese, Simon Black 

and Charles Hess. 

Daniel Jochnowitz lives in Aus¬ 

tin, Texas. He is general counsel 

for a semiconductor company and 

has two children, Arielle (5Vi) and 

Avery (2Vi). I vividly remember 

Dan always with his squash racket, 

and am happy to report that he 

still is an avid player. Dr. David 

Kriegel lives with his wife, Lisa, 

on the East Side of Manhattan. He 

was listed in The New York Times 
as one of the "Super Doctors" in 

its most recent rankings. David is 

a world-renowned dermatologist 

whose primary specialty is Mohs 

Micrographic Surgery. 

Nancy Rieger, one of the Bar¬ 

nard reunion organizers, was pres¬ 

ent. It also was great to see Ruth 

Horowitz '83 Barnard, who has 

been at Lehman Brothers since she 

graduated from Harvard Business 

School. Steve Holtje is a develop¬ 

mental editor in cognitive neuro¬ 

science at Oxford University Press. 

He lives in Brooklyn with his wife, 

Chie, and their two cats (no kids). 

Jim Palos is the director for the 

Institute for Media and Entertain¬ 

ment in New York, a management 

education for executives. He has 

lived for four years on the West 

Side. Gerrard Bushell Ph.D. is the 

executive director of Arden Asset 

Management in Manhattan. He 

lives on the East Side with his wife 

and 6-year-old daughter, Claire. 

Larry Herman is a gastroenterolo¬ 

gist at New York Presbyterian/ 

Weill Cornell Medical Center. Len 

Rosen is a managing director at 

Lehman Brothers in its investment 

banking unit. He is the head of its 

Israel business and also a technol¬ 

ogy industry banker. 

Dr. Paul Ehrlich and my wife, 

Dr. Deborah Gahr, discussed their 

shared experiences as ob/ gyn resi¬ 

dents at NYU Medical School. 

Steve Greenfield was in atten¬ 

dance with his girlfriend. To my 

recollection, Steve has never missed 

a reunion. Robert Hughes arrived 

early with his wife. He is the Hun¬ 

tington Town historian and also 

president of the Board of Trustees 

of the Cold Spring Harbor Library; 

a founder of Vision Long Island, a 

not-for-profit planning organization 

working to introduce Smart Growth 

concepts on Long Island; and trea¬ 

surer (and former chairman) of the 

Eagle Dock Community Beach in 

Cold Spring Harbor. 

Eric Epstein is an attorney in 

Manhattan. His wife is Michele 

Shapiro '85 Barnard. George Wil¬ 

son is the senior v.p. of Lexington 

Realty Trust. 

Dr. Basil M. Michaels specializes 

in hand surgery and plastic surgery 

within the head and neck. He prac¬ 

tices in Massachusetts. Neal Smolar 

is associate general counsel and 

corporate v.p. at UBS /Paine Web¬ 

ber. He is married to Betsy (Shuttes) 

Smolar '85 Barnard. They have three 

children, Abigail, Yael and Aiden. 

and live on the Upper West Side. 

On Friday, two of my children, 

Rebecca (5) and David (3), and I 

attended the family BBQ hosted by 

Sharon and Kevin Chapman. They 

live with their kids, Samantha, 

Connor and Ross, in New Jersey. 

Kevin is assistant general counsel 

at Dow Jones. 

On Saturday, I was a panelist, 

along with Bernard Nussbaum '58 

and several other alumni, highlight¬ 

ing the College's development 

during the past 50 years. Before the 

discussion, Joseph Cabrera '82 was 

presented with the President7s Cup. 

Joe co-chaired the 25th reunion for 

'82 and has been a huge supporter 

of the College. 

At the Saturday class luncheon, I 

had a chance to catch up with more 

classmates. 

Barry Rashkover is a partner 

at Sidley Austin. Jonathan Green 

is senior counsel in the Depart¬ 

ment of Law Individual Defense 

Litigation for the City of Chicago. 

Among his clients are the Chicago 

police officers. He and Jim Palos 

know Obama through local Illinois 

politics. 

Philip Deane '83 Business cre¬ 

ates videos for the Web. His clients 

include the Business School. He has 

previously worked in advertising 

and has combined filmmaking with 

advertising. Stephen Huntley- 

Robertson is a bank officer with 

Bank of America. 

The Saturday dinner, held at 

Casa Italiana, was memorable. 

We were honored to have Dean 

Austin Quigley speak. Mark 

Momjian gave the superb intro¬ 

duction. Quigley noted that the 

admit rate this year for applicants 

was 8.5 percent! And according to 

one national magazine, Columbia 

was the college most likely to deny 

you admission. 

Professor Karl-Ludwig Selig also 

spoke at the dinner. He talked about 

the importance of language and 

geography and how these subjects 

need to be focused on in a general 

education. Professor Selig, due to a 

shoulder injury, always sits in the 

front of a taxi. He spoke about how 

thrilled the taxi cab drivers are to 

find someone who not only knows 

about their hometown but also can 

often speak their language! 

Ed Harris '83E was at my table. 

Ed, great you decided to come to 

the CC reunion! 

Thomas Bow '82E lives with 

his wife, Karen, and daughter, 

Melanie, in Darien, Conn. They 

were married as undergraduates 

and are celebrating their 29th wed¬ 

ding anniversary. Jennifer and Jim 

McGrath live in Pennsylvania with 

their children, William (21), Caitlin 

(19) and Thomas (10). Jim is the 

CEO of Pittsburgh AAA. 

Elliot Quint has been in the 

energy industry for more than 

20 years. He is married to Janice 

Hayden, and they have a daughter, 

Rebecca, who will attend North¬ 

western this fall. He is in touch 

with Sam Park '83E. 

Saul Lebovic and his wife, Jackie, 

have three kids, Jordan (17), Adam 

(14) and Julia (9). Saul is an anesthe¬ 

siologist in White Plains. Ben Geber 

has been married to Phyllis for 16 

years. He is the director of the Medi¬ 

caid budget for NYC. 

David Einhom is married to 

Le Anne, and they have an 

18-month-old daughter, Felicia. 

David is a partner in the intel- 
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Robert Bradley ’85 Artfully Introduces TV Shows 
By Justin Clark '04J 

Robert Bradley '85 and shots from two of the title sequences he created with fellow title designer 
Thomas Cobb. 

PHOTO: COURTESY ROBERT BRADLEY ’85 

If you're like most televi¬ 
sion viewers, you get up 
or flip the channel during 
the show's opening title 

sequence. If you're Robert 
Bradley '85, that's when you 
start paying close attention. 

"Main titles are like little 
self-contained movies," he ex¬ 
plains. "They are short dramas 
that share a common structure 
with all good storytelling." 

Bradley should know. He 
and his collaborator, Thomas 
Cobb, have received multiple 
Emmy nominations for design¬ 
ing the main title sequences of 
TV shows such as Weeds and 
The Lost Room. Checking out 
their work is as easy as doing 
a little channel surfing during 
primetime. Bradley and Cobb's 
work is the Pavlovian dinner 
bell that makes fans salivate 
for Alias, Friday Night Lights, 
Lipstick Jungle, Eli Stone and 
a dozen other shows. Yet few 
outside Hollywood realize how 
challenging and labor-intensive 
title design is. 

"A successful main title es¬ 
tablishes the mood and tone of 
the world that follows as well 
as its basic themes," explains 
Bradley. "A major challenge is 
addressing all of these require¬ 
ments in such a short period 
of time." 

In only 51 seconds, the 
Emmy-nominated Weeds se¬ 
quence introduces viewers 
to the fictional affluent gated 
community of Agrestic, where 
the show's widowed main 
character sells marijuana to 
pay the bills. To the backdrop 
of the '60s folk song "Little 
Boxes," shots of cloned houses 
and people cleverly parody the 

squeaky-clean homogeneity of 
suburbia. The show's premise 
is subtly reserved for the final 
shot: a marijuana leaf casts its 
ominous shadow over one of 
Agrestic's pristine sidewalks. 

"We gave Robert a feeling 
for what we wanted, and he 
came back with this whole 
vision," says Jenji Kohan '91, 
the show's creator, who was 
pleasantly surprised to learn 
that the force behind this vi¬ 
sion was a fellow alum. "It was 
incredible; it was just right." 

Getting it just right isn't 
as easy as you might expect. 
Much like architects compet¬ 
ing to build a municipal project, 
Bradley and his partner need 
to make sure their animatics 
(the shot-by-shot proposals for 
the sequence) look better than 
those of their rivals, working 
for months without guarantee 
of winning the job. in some 
cases, such as with Lipstick 
Jungle, Bradley and Cobb 
don't just edit together pre¬ 
existing footage, but direct and 
produce their own using the 

show's cast and locations. 
"Title design is a little of ev¬ 

erything," says Bradley, a Michi¬ 
gan native who has done a 
little of everything himself. After 
graduating from the art prep 
school interlochen, Bradley 
aspired to the more grounded 
education offered by the Core 
Curriculum. Initially devoted 
to reading obscure classics, 
the former English student re¬ 
members how professors Ann 
Douglas and Michael Denning 
opened his eyes to the social 
relevance of popular art. Theory 
became practice when Bradley 
discovered the Thalia, a revival 
house on 95th Street. 

"I remember seeing Blow- 
Up, Badlands, Sunset Boulevard 
and The Manchurian Candidate 
all in one weekend," says 
Bradley. "I was naive enough 
to think that the supply of such 
quality films would never run 
out. I was wrong." Bradley set 
out for Hollywood, attending 
Southern Cal's film school and 
finding work as a freelance 
writer, where he learned the art 

of the pitch. His favorite as¬ 
signment was attending a bull¬ 
fighting school for the magazine 
Details. "Good preparation for 
Hollywood," jokes Bradley, who 
pitched episodes for various 
"bad sitcoms" he prefers not to 
name, indeed, he got into title 
design partly because of his 
pitching experience, in 2004, 
his friend Cobb, a title designer, 
asked him to help pitch a title 
sequence for NBC's defunct 
Medical investigation — and 
the two discovered they en¬ 
joyed working together. 

These days, Bradley lives 
with his long-term girlfriend in 
Venice, Calif., and ultimately 
aspires to direct. "If I can make 
a minute-long film, there's no 
reason l can't make a half- 
hour," he says. With all his title 
design jobs, though, he'll first 
need to learn how to spare 
some time for himself. 

Justin Clark '04J writes for 
numerous publications, includ¬ 
ing LA weekly and Nerve, and is 
a frequent contributor to CCT. 

lectual property group at Baker & 

Hostetler. Dr. Miles Ladenheim 

is the chairman of the department 

of behavioral medicine for North 

Philadelphia Health System. He 

also is the chairman of psychiatry 

at Girard Medical Center. Miles 

and his wife, Beth, live with Lena 

(16), Brock (14) and Ezra (11) in 

Lower Merion, Pa. 

Peter Ripin and his wife have 

two kids, Abigail (9) and Isabelle 

(6). Peter is a partner at the Man¬ 

hattan law firm Davidoff Malito 

& Hutcher. Matthew Stedman 

is managing director of sales and 

trading at Morgan Joseph. He and 

his wife have a son, Ben (6). They 

live on Sutton Place. 

Joseph Keeney founded 4th 

Sector Solutions, a consulting com¬ 

pany specializing in educational 

reform. Michael Katz is the man¬ 

aging director of Meridian Campus 

Development Partners. George 

Fryer is director of AEW Capital 

Management in Boston. Anthony 

Marcus is deputy director of the 

Department of The Treasury in 

Washington, D.C. 

Daniel Ferreira does custom 

publications, including photography 

and illustrations, props, digital imag¬ 

ing and exhibits. Nathaniel Chris¬ 

tian III was at the reunion with his 

son, Nathaniel 'll. Richie Gordon 

looked as if he could walk onto the 

CC basketball court tomorrow. 

Stuart Levi heads Skadden's infor¬ 

mation technology and e-commerce 

practice. Wayne Allyn Root has been 

selected as the 2008 nominee for Lib¬ 

ertarian Vice President. 

The following have children 

who will attend the College this 

fall: Armen Avanessians '83E, Jacob 

Bardin '83E, Robert C. Hughes, 

Paik-Kee Low '83E, Stuart Levi, 
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Thomas Marano, Joseph C. Mar¬ 

coni, Steven Rubenstein, Dr. Jef¬ 

frey Thomas, Nadia Garabedian 

'83E and David Ward '83E. 

I want to thank Ed Joyce for 

the tremendous effort he put into 

organizing the reunion. I also want 

to thank the fundraising commit¬ 

tee — Gerrard Bushell, George 

Wilson, Ed Joyce, Steven Coleman 

and Elliot Sloane. We raised more 

than $1,125,000 for the University, 

of which approximately $470,000 

came in as unrestricted gifts to the 

College Fund. 

Thanks to all members of our 

class who participated in the re¬ 

union — looking forward to seeing 

you at the 30th! 

Late-breaking news: The New 
York Times reported on the front 

page of the July 8 issue as follows: 

"Marcus W. Brauchli, a former 

top editor of the Wall Street Journal, 
will become the executive editor 

of the Washington Post, at a time 

of great upheaval in the industry. 

At age 47, he is young enough to 

remain in place for many years ... 

Mr. Brauchli and [a new publisher,] 

Ms. [Katharine] Weymouth take the 

helm at a time when the Post, like 

the newspaper industry as a whole, 

is buffeted by budget cuts, a shrink¬ 

ing newsroom, falling advertising 

revenue and declining circulation 

... the Post is trying to meld its print 

and online news operations — 

something the Journal has already 

done — and that task is high on the 

priority list of Ms. Weymouth... In 

a statement, Ms. Weymouth said 

that Mr. Brauchli's experience at 

the Journal would 'help us navigate 

the new world of media.'... Mr. 

Brauchli has little experience in 

Washington, but at the Journal he 

helped oversee coverage of presi¬ 

dential campaigns and served as a 

foreign correspondent. Former col¬ 

leagues say he has no trouble adapt¬ 

ing to new territory ... Mr. Brauchli 

left the Journal with a severance 

package that news reports valued 

at several million dollars." [Editor's 

note: See Around the Quads.] 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Heather Hunte 
hhl5@columbia.edu 

212-870-2757 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-870-2194 

Dennis Klainberg 

Berklay Cargo Worldwide 

JFK Inti. Airport 

Box 300665 

Jamaica, NY 11430 

dennis@berklay.com 

Danny Armstrong, president of 

Find A Tree, announced a partner¬ 

ship with Homeboy Industries, 

a gang intervention program. As 

a much in-demand motivational 

speaker, Danny's goal is to inspire 

gang members to "turn away from 

gangs and live their dreams." For 

more information on Danny and 

his remarkable work, check out 

www.findatree.com. 

Greg Deligdisch also checked 

in. "After almost nine years at 

Sopexa USA, a full-service market¬ 

ing and communications agency — 

first as v.p., director of marketing 

and client services, then as manag¬ 

ing director — I'm thrilled to have 

joined Patina Restaurant Group 

as v.p., marketing. Based in New 

York, I will oversee all marketing 

activities on the East and West 

coasts for the PRG brand. Patina 

Restaurant Group (www.patina 

group.com) is the nation's leading 

multi-concept operator in the pre¬ 

mium segments of the restaurant 

and food service industry. Its port¬ 

folio includes Rockefeller Center 

Ice Rink, The Sea Grill, Rock Cen¬ 

ter Cafe (all in N.Y.); Tanglewood 

Music Center in Lenox, Mass.; 

Paperfish in Beverly Hills; Nick & 

Stef's Steakhouse, Catal and three 

other restaurants in Anaheim's 

Downtown Disney District; Pinot 

Brasserie in Las Vegas; and cater¬ 

ing and food service in museums 

and cultural centers throughout 

Southern California." 

Carl Wessel was appointed a 

partner at the law firm of King & 

Spalding. He will be a partner in 

the special matters and govern¬ 

ment investigations practice in 

Washington, D.C. 

Jon White 

16 South Ct. 

Port Washington, NY 11050 

jw@whitecoffee.com 

Shinya "Steve" Ohno has been 

working in the entertainment 

industry since he moved to the 

L.A. area at the end of 1989. He is 

between jobs, and hopes to land 

something soon. If not, "I think 

you'll see me soon at a street comer 

with a sign around my neck: 'Will 

Work for Food'." 

David Oakley has been ap¬ 

pointed to the New Jersey Adviso¬ 

ry Committee to U.S. Civil Rights 

Commission for a two-year term. 

He also is a research fellow at the 

Center for Thomas More Studies 

at the University of Dallas. David 

has not quit his day job, however, 

and is a criminal defense lawyer in 

New Jersey. 

And a clarification on Curtis 

Mo: He still is the managing part¬ 

ner of WilmerHale's Palo Alto of¬ 

fice. The Nollenberger Capital role 

that we mentioned in the spring 

is just as a member of its advisory 

board, a consultancy role. His day 

job still is being a corporate lawyer 

at WilmerHale. 

Thanks, Curtis. 

Everett Weinberger 

50 W. 70th St., Apt. 3B 

New York, NY 10023 

everett6@gmail.com 

IP s official — our class is now old 

enough to have college-age chil¬ 

dren. Congratulations to John and 

Marina Cunningham '86E of West 

Hartford, Conn. — their daughter, 

Alyson, was admitted to the SEAS 

Class of 2012. And congrats to 

David Kalish '86E of Lake Forest, 

Ill., whose son, Matthew, also was 

admitted to the SEAS Class of 2012. 

Michael Solender is no stranger 

to the credit crisis. He was general 

counsel at Bear Steams and then 

by day a lawyer practicing commer¬ 

cial banking law, wrote, produced 

and acted in the film, which stars 

Philip Bosco and Anne Meara, and 

takes place in College Point and 

Bayside, Queens. 

Lynn Charytan wrote in after 

she saw the news that Ralph Nader 

chose Matt Gonzalez as his run¬ 

ning mate in the 2008 Presidential 

elections. Matt, a former president 

of the San Francisco Board of 

Supervisors who narrowly lost 

his bid to be the first Green Party 

mayor when he ran in 2003, will 

be joining Nader on the ticket as 

independents. The New York Times 
reported that Nader's selection of 

Matt, also well-known as an art¬ 

ist, should "please fans of both his 

politics and his art." 

Laura Adams wrote: "After 

nearly 15 years in Big D (Dallas), I 

Ralph Nader chose Matt Gonzalez '87 as his run¬ 

ning mate in the 2008 Presidential election. 

in June joined WaMu in Seattle as 

e.v.p. and chief legal officer. 

Congrats to Dr. Adam Cohen 

for making tenure! "After five 

years here in Toronto, I've been 

awarded tenure and am now asso¬ 

ciate professor in the Department 

of Art (specializing in the art of the 

Middle Ages) at the University of 

Toronto. My son, Josiah (9 V2), as¬ 

pires to play professional baseball, 

so naturally I keep whispering to 

him about the path followed by 

Lou Gehrig '25 and, from our era. 

Gene Larkin '84. Let's hope it leads 

him to Columbia! Although there 

is no direct Columbia connection 

here, I should put in a plug for my 

wife, Linda Safran, also at the Uni¬ 

versity of Toronto, who is president 

of the Byzantine Studies Associa¬ 

tion of North America." 

Sarah A. Kass 

PO Box 300808 

Brooklyn, NY 11230 

sarahkassUK@gmail.com 

Our Class of '87 Facebook group is 

growing daily! Don't miss out on 

the opportunity to reconnect with 

old friends with just a click. If you 

are already a Facebook member 

and I haven't found you, please 

send me a friend request and I will 

sign you up for the group. Other¬ 

wise, you can sign up for Facebook 

at www.facebook.com, and search 

for me or for the group. Either way, 

lots of people are reconnecting, and 

it really does my heart good! 

Len Marinello completed film¬ 

ing for an independent feature film, 

When The Evening Comes, which he 

hopes will be released in 2009. Len, 

recently moved to Baltimore, where 

I have am an assistant professor in 

rehabilitation psychology at The 

Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. 

I will work with patients (doing 

clinical work and research) who 

have spinal cord injury, chronic 

pain and other debilitating medical 

conditions. While I will miss my 

home state of Texas, I love being 

back on the East Coast, and I look 

forward to catching up with some 

old friends in the area." 

Tristan Davies has a new job, 

too. He wrote: "As of July 1,1 am 

director of communications at the 

Commonwealth School, a private 

high school in Boston's Back Bay, 

noted for its students' intellectual 

and artistic enthusiasm (I should 

know, since I went there!)." Tristan 

also reports great success in re¬ 

connecting with classmates on 

Facebook. "I've found all of my 

freshman suitemates on Facebook: 

Martin Harries, Chris Noble and 

Paul Roundy." 

Annemarie Coffman Lellouch 

checked in from Marseille, France: 

"I had a busy year between re¬ 

search and keeping up with the all 

the activities of my boys, Ben (8) 

and Niels (5). I spent January on a 

research exchange program with 

the UK Cancer Research Fund in 

London. I have to admit, a month 

on my own in London was nothing 

short of fantastic. My boys were 

fine with the arrangement as long 

as I brought home the right foot¬ 

ball jerseys (Chelsea FC)... and my 

husband more or less survived the 

month of single parenthood." 

"In a few weeks we will be 

heading to the U.S. for a long, 

road trip-style vacation visiting 
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1988: Class members who registered for reunion include Dawn Adelson, Nikos Andreadis, David Barres, Jonathan Bassett, Evelyn Batista, Jessica 
Bendinger, Bruce Benson, Jim Bernfield, Craig Blackmon, Monica Byrne-Jimenez, Anthony Calenda, Ahmet Can, Marianna Cherry, James Coleman, 
Matthew Cooper, Alicia Cozine, Alexandra Wallace Creed, Carlos Cruz, Robert Daniel, Jeremy Dickstein, Madeline Djerejian, Graham Dodds, Brita 
Edman, Rachel Finkle, Tina Fischer, Kristine Flynn, Leon Friedfeld, Cornelia Gallo, Michael Girouard, Leslie Gittess, Russell Glazer, Miriam Goderich, 
Daniel Goldberger, Shira Stein Goldman, Michael Gordon, Jesse Greenberg, Andrea Groder, David Gutterman, Leslie Harris, Dilcia Pena Hill, Homer 
Hill III, Laurence Holzman, Andy Hyman, Shari Hyman, Charles Ippolito, Henry Jackman, Edward Kahn, Steve Kantor, Deborah Weingarten Kassel, 
Stefanie Katz-Rothman, Nancy Kauder, Brian Keizer, Patrick Killackey, Sam Kim, Ayame Konishi, Brandon Laughren, Jonathan Lavine, Nick Leone, 
Jill Levey, Sharon Levin, Danielle Lewis, Martin Lewison, Do-Yol Lim, Siobhan Loughman, Yuri Lustenberger-Kim, Arthur Lynch, Jacqueline Lynch, 
Melanie Marin, Frank Marinaro, Susan Marples, Elizabeth Massey, Rachel Dean Matthews, Eileen McCarthy, Jennifer Wright McCarthy, John Mc- 
Gann, Mike McGovern, Michael Mendelson, Brett Miller, Melissa Mirkin, Philip Monahan, Sharon Moshavi, Oana Moucha-Hantar, Gerald Mullarkey, 
Matt Murabito, Stanley Nachamie, Patience Okolie, Oscar Olmedo, Diane Orlinsky, James Ortez, Jennifer Hirsh Overton, David Patchefsky, Pamela 
Perry, Samantha Morton Pirkowski, Laura Prendergast, Aaron Pressman, Martin Prince, Ramona Prioleau, David Putelo, Richard Puttre, Alicia Stein 
Rieger, Adam Rubinson, Heather Ruddock, Stan Sagner, Stephen Sagner, Michael Satow, Carl Schaerf, Martin Scheck, Deborah Schenfeld, Kathryn 
Schneider, Stephanie Schwartz, Hal Shapiro, Jacqueline Shire, Paula Morrison Simmons, Jonathan Sobel, Matthew Sodl, Elizabeth Spencer, Laura 
Steinberger, Grace Suh, Claire Theobald, Mark Timoney, Willie williams, Betsy Witten, Doug Wolf, Sean Wright and Patrick Yu. 

PHOTO: JOHN SMOCK 

family in Washington D.C., Tuc¬ 

son and various points in between 

including, of course, my home¬ 

town of Iowa City." 

Ilene Weinstein Lederman 

wrote: "I made my usual April 

pilgrimage to New York with my 

husband, Marcos, and our chil¬ 

dren, Hannah and Max. On this 

visit, we had a girls' outing with 

Nancy Allen Markhoff and her 

daughter, Molly, and Nancy Silver 

Basri and her daughter. Sage. All 

of our daughters were then just 

finishing first grade. I also went to 

the theater one evening with Gerri 

Gold, who is a special assistant 

attorney general in New York. San 

Francisco life continues to be great, 

and I'm in regular contact with 

Doug Okun and his family." 

Suze Kim-Villano has been 

busy with her kids and is prepar¬ 

ing to teach first grade at tire new 

Catholic school being built at her 

church near her home in northern 

Indiana. 

Jon Bassett 

30 Phillips Ln. 

Newtonville, MA 02460 

columbia88@comcast.net 

Reunion was fun! Those of you 

who missed it should be sure to 

get there next time around. It was 

really great to catch up with people 

I knew well, and people I knew not 

so well. I'm not going to try to list 

the names of everyone I spoke to, 

so if you feel left out, write to me 

and I'll make you a big feature of 

a future column. See, that's how it 

works: You give me information, I 

make you famous. Kinda. 

The star of the reunion for me 

was not a classmate, but a class¬ 

mate's son. Marianna Cherry's 

baby, Theo, was absolutely the 

cutest thing in the world, especially 

when he fell asleep in his padded 

basket under the table at dinner. 

If you remember Marianna you 

know she's the type who would 

carry her child in a stylish and 

unconventional conveyance, so 

little Theo lay in a beautiful baby- 

length woven basket when he 

wasn't being held up to admiring 

throngs of '88ers. You should have 

seen the expression on the face of 

the woman clearing dishes when 

she reached down to move this 

basket out of her way... Appar¬ 

ently I missed new dad and march¬ 

ing band alum Graham Dodds, 

but I did catch up with ex-band 

guy Russ Glazer. I also spent time 

with another marching band alum, 

Matthew Cooper. Matt has sold 

the family business in Baltimore 

and now does commercial real 

estate development. He still is as 

much of a character as ever: He has 

a Facebook account, and has set 

out to friend every other Matthew 

Cooper on Facebook. Love it. I bet 

he'd friend you too, especially if 

you poke him. I spoke with his¬ 

tory professor Leslie Harris before 

dinner, and she promised to send 

me an update for the column. She 

promised to do that about a year 

ago, too. What do you think are the 

odds she gets it to me for the Janu¬ 

ary issue? (Deadline is November 

4, Leslie!) 

Sharon Moshavi sat across from 

me at dinner; the wide tables made 

it hard to talk, but we persevered, 

and I heard about her fascinating 

career in international journal¬ 

ism. On my side of the table were 

Whitney Connaughton and her 

husband, Aaron Pressman; we 

reminisced and talked about be¬ 

ing working parents in the Boston 

suburbs. Fellow Newton, Mass., 

resident Doug Wolf and I got to 

talk city politics, and Martin Lewi¬ 

son told funny stories about his 

days below the Mason-Dixon line 

(he's now safely returned to New 

York City). Susie Marples, another 

Manhattan resident, was there, and 

so were Claire Theobald and Jen¬ 

nifer Wright McCarthy. Of course 

there were many others as well 

— and a few notables who were 

on the list but I couldn't find. One 

of those was Brian Keizer. I didn't 

see him, and no one I talked to had 

seen him either. I Googled him after 

the reunion, and I'm assuming that 

he's the one who wrote Neil Young 
(published in '96), and not the one 

who's a municipal administrator in 

Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. 

Brian, get in touch! 

At least two classmates who 

didn't make it might have been 

busy with work. Daniel Selmon- 

osky has joined the Europe-based 

private equity firm BC Partners 

as a senior partner. He'll work 

with a team of colleagues to open 

the company's first New York 

office, searching for large U.S. 

companies suitable for acquisition. 

And Benjamin Fried recently left 

Morgan Stanley, where he led the 

application infrastructure group, to 

become the CIO at Google. Ben had 

worked on Google's initial public 

offering when he was at Morgan 

Stanley. One article about Ben's 

move notes that "running Google's 

computing infrastructure is a 

daunting challenge on which the 

company's success hinges. Google 

not only has thousands of servers 

housed in at least 36 data centers 

scattered around the globe, but 

also a build-it-yourself culture that 

means the company is responsible 

for maintaining much of its own 

technology." 

I'm sure that a member of the 

Columbia Class of '88 is up to the 

job. Congratulations, Ben. 

As always, I encourage you to 
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write in and let your dassmates 
hear your news. Thanks to every¬ 
one who has, and thanks for a re¬ 
ally fun reunion! 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

alumni AFFAIRS Paul Pavlica 

pjp2H3@columbia.edu 

212-870-2769 

DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 

212-870-2194 

Emily Miles Terry 
45 Clarence St. 
Brookline, MA 02446 

eterry32@comcast.net 

Hi, classmates. I'm writing this as 
I am enjoying a family vacation in 
California where I spent the week¬ 
end with Jill Pollack Lewis, her 
husband, Jeff, and their 5-month- 
old son, Sam, on Balboa Island in 
Newport Beach, Calif. Between 
playing baseball on the beach with 
our kids and a brisk walk to the 
ice cream shop, Jill caught me up 
on her "maternity leave" which, 
besides canoodling her adorable 
son, includes national television 
auditions and writing a book based 
on her work as an organizational 
expert. 

On May 6, the 87th Annual 
Varsity 'C' Celebration honored 
tennis alumna Donna (Herlinski) 
MacPhee with the Athletics Alumni 
Award. Donna has been a dedicated 
volunteer whose activities have had 
a significant impact on Columbia's 
athletics program, as she is a co¬ 
founder of the Women's Leadership 
Council, a new initiative created to 
encourage greater participation by 
women in support for Columbia 
athletics. Donna also is the chair 
of the Varsity 'C' Club Alumnae 
Relations Committee as well as 
co-chair of the Women's Tennis 
Advisory Committee. According 
to Philippa Feldman Portnoy '86 
Barnard (freshman RA on Carman 8 
for the Qass of '89), "Donna is truly 
an integral part of the Columbia 
University sports community." Of 
the ceremony, Donna writes: "I was 
happy to be there with my hus¬ 
band, John MacPhee, my girls, my 
family and my teammates, Leslie 
Gittess '88, Teresa Saputo Crerend 
'87, Philippa Feldman Portnoy '86 
Barnard and classmates including 
Lisa Landau Camoy. It was funny 
to see photos from the years of play¬ 
ing tennis at Columbia and a photo 
from the Senior Ball (that Jersey 
perm was pretty big!)." Donna and 
John, not surprisingly, have two 
talented and athletic daughters — 
Larissa (13) and Alexa (11). They 
live in Ridgewood, N.J. 

Also honored in May was Chris 
Della Pietra — Matt Assiff kindly 
shared the news. "On May 5, at 

the 21st Annual Columbia Football 
Golf Outing, Chris Della Pietra 
was the recipient of the Connie 
S. Maniatty ['43] Distinguished 
Alumni Award. The award is 
presented annually to a Columbia 
alumnus who has made significant 
contributions to sustain, support 
and advance Columbia football. 
Since graduation, Chris has been 
a stalwart in assisting student 
athletes at Columbia. Chris, as 
you will remember, was a dual 
threat, quarterback and tailback, 
on the most successful Columbia 
football team of the 1980s. Chris 
has been running his own firm 
for the past five years and focuses 
on general corporate counseling 
and M&A. Also at the tournament 
was the captain of the 1988 team, 
John Alex. John looks like he could 
still play, but spends his days as a 
financial adviser with UBS. He was 
a great host of the foursome and 
made a 58-foot putt for eagle on 
the 10th hole. Also joining us in the 
group was Paul Tomasi '90. Paul 
was a talented defensive end and 
now is the president of a company 
that provides directors and of¬ 
ficers insurance to corporate enti¬ 
ties. Also at the event. Bill Walsh 
played in a group with his brother, 
Larry '86. Bill is a managing direc¬ 
tor with State Street in Boston, 
focusing on foreign exchange trad¬ 
ing. Not physically present at the 
event, but fodder for laughs, were 
the other Class of 1989 players on 
the 'Team That Broke the Streak' al¬ 
most 20 years ago, including Teny 
Brown, Paul Childers, Pete Davis, 
Matt Engels, Matt Fox, Bob Gian- 
nini, Dan Loflin, Chris Lorentz, 
Bill McGee, Rodney Paul '89E, 
A1 Pollard, Dure Savini '88, Mike 
Seidewand, Bennie Seybold, John 
Sharkey, Jim Taylor and Mark 
Zielinski." 

Carol Remy, philosophy major, 
wrote to share the happy news of 
the birth of her first child, Gene¬ 
vieve Remy Hudin, on March 5. Of 
motherhood, Carol explains that 
although she's thrilled to be a mom, 
"Taking care of a newborn is harder 
than any 80-hour-a-week law firm 
job, hands down." Carol is taking 
time out from the law firm life to 
take care of the little one, and to 
continue to help my husband with 
his online gaming company, Sky- 
works.com. Like many of us, Carol 
is looking forward to our 20th re¬ 
union next year and to hearing from 
long-lost friends. Feel free to write 
to her: carolremy@hotmail.com. 

I also heard horn Michael 
Glikes who was a Johnson Hall 
floormate sophomore year (along 
with Kim Harris Ortiz, Amy 
Weinreich Rinzler, Tracy Heisler, 
Elisabeth Socolow and Tom 
Leder). Michael returned to New 
York City in 2007 to run the New 

York City Marathon. While most of 
us might aspire to run a marathon 
once or twice in our lives, Michael 
(who swears he wasn't an athlete 
at Columbia) has made it a habit. 
He ran in the Boston Marathon in 
April — his 10th marathon and 
third Boston marathon since he ran 
his first marathon in D.C. in 1997. 
This fall, Michael will travel to Ar¬ 
gentina to run in the Buenos Aires 
Marathon. When he isn't training, 
Michael works for the EPA, and he 
lives in Washington, D.C. 

Thanks for the mail and hope 
you all had a terrific summer! 

Rachel Cowan Jacobs 
313 Lexington Dr. 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 

cowan@jhu.edu 

IF s always so great getting e-mail 
from Gemma Tarlach. Here's what 
she's up to now, in Grand County, 
Colo.: "It seems I only check in 
when I change careers, which is 
every seven or eight years or so ... 
Last time I said hello, I was the pop 
music critic at The Milwaukee Jour¬ 
nal Sentinel, after spending more 
than half a decade globetrotting in 
the Foreign Service. Well, one can 
only go to so many Britney Spears 
concerts and Ozzfests and retain 
one's sanity, so a couple years 
ago I decided to go in a different 
direction. I got myself a scholar¬ 
ship to The Culinary Institute of 
America and now am the pastry 
chef at Devil's Thumb Ranch, a 
luxe, eco-friendly resort here 8,500 
feet above sea level in the gorgeous 
Rocky Mountains. When not bak¬ 
ing or whipping up a mean whis¬ 
key sabayon (I'll make it for you if 
you visit), I spend my time hiking 
with Wiley, my 13-year-old Sibe¬ 
rian Laika, whom I adopted while 
living in Moscow. I also started 
doing triathlons a couple years ago 
after surviving breast cancer, and 
this summer (as of press time) I'll 
be attempting two events, both in 
Denver. Wish me luck!" 

Gemma e-mailed me a photo 
of Wiley standing on the intersec¬ 
tion of the Four Comers (where 
Colorado, Utah, New Mexico and 
Arizona meet). 

91 
Antonio Ocasio 
c/o Turtle Bay Capital 
153 E. 53rd St. 
New York, NY 10022 

aocasio@ 
turtlebaycapital.com 

Having recently relocated back 
to New York City, I am especially 
pleased to be the new class cor¬ 
respondent, and I look forward to 
reconnecting with old friends as 
well as meeting classmates whom 

I did not get the opportunity to 
know during my Columbia days. 

Being a transplanted New York¬ 
er in Bentonville, Ark., was made 
a whole lot easier by having Greg 
Tesoro as a friend and colleague in 
Wal-Mart's legal department. Greg 
and his lovely wife, Susan, are the 
proud parents of a boy and a girl, 
Owen and Colette. 

Kudos to Daniel H. Orenstein 
on his promotion to general coun¬ 
sel and secretary at athenahealth. 
Dan can be reached at athena¬ 
health, 311 Arsenal St., Watertown, 
MA 02472; 888-652-8200. 

Jeff Cross and Julie Mullen 
proudly announce the birth of 
Zachary Aldwin Cross, bom June 
10. The proud parents and their 
new addition reside in Los Ange¬ 
les, where Jeff works for Screen 
Novelties, building miniature 
models for stop-motion animation 
commercials and TV shows. His 
latest project is the new The Electric 
Company — yep, they're putting up 
The Electric Company again! 

Congratulations go to Julie on 
receiving her M.F.A. in screenwrit¬ 
ing from UCLA, where she gradu¬ 
ated with honors. She reports, 
"I was acting in L.A. for quite a 
while and appeared in a couple of 
sitcoms, sketch shows and several 
commercials. We're happy as can 
be about our new life!" 

Jeremy Feinberg 
315 E. 65th St. #3F 
New York, NY 10021 

jeremy.feinberg@ 
verizon.net 

Among my many e-mail cor¬ 
respondents this time was Rich 
Rosivach. Rich is married and lives 
in the Minneapolis area with his 
wife, Amy, and children, Anna and 
Finneus. Rich is a social studies 
teacher and staff developer for the 
Mounds View School District, spe¬ 
cializing in civic education. He said 
that his work in the last 10 years has 
been very exciting and taking him 
all over the United States and giv¬ 
ing him a chance to catch up with 
classmates. Because civic education 
and Washington, D.C., run hand-in- 
hand, Rich gets to see Olivier Knox 
and his "very tall son" at least once 
a year. Rich said that he has retired 
from playing rugby but that he still 
coaches and has run into Rob Perle, 
also retired but now serving as a 
referee, at a few events. 

Tami Luhby left Newsday after 
eight years to become a senior 
writer at CNNMoney.com. She 
covers how the weakening econ¬ 
omy is affecting Americans. Tami 
wrote to follow up on my ques¬ 
tion from a few issues ago about 
our classmates who are running 
competitively. She started doing 
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1993: Class members who registered for reunion include Amanda Aaron, Rohit Aggarwala, Risa Arbolino, Jessica Auth, John Balestriere, Billy Basso, 
Michele Ricci Bell, Laura Blumberg, Tim Bonn, Rebecca Boston, Maria (Elena) Cabral, Joseph Calcagno, Andrew Ceresney, Katharine Chubbuck, Alan 
Cohn, Deborah Cook, Christine Coster, Michael Crowley, Matthew DeFilippis, Sean Doherty, Dan Donshik, Bonnie Dwyer, Alan Freeman, Khari Freeman, 
Eliza Gallo, Christine Garcia, Addison Golladay, Betsy Gomperz, Molly Harris, George Hassan, Julia Davidson Hassan, Diego Hoic, Sandra Johnson, Alex¬ 
ander Khutorsky, Dennis Kiely, George Kolombatovich, Grace Hyun Lang, Greg Lang, Joseph Laszlo, Amy Leifer, Joel Lusman, Aileen Torres Martin, John 
Mathews, Rachel Mintz, Stephen Morfesis, Rhanda Moussa, Lani Muller, Kerry Ogle, Rebecca Osman, Demian Pay, Rita Pietropinto-Kitt, Jackie Quan, 
Aimee Rank, Maria Ricci, Mark Rutstein, Joseph Saba, Benjamin Sacks, Sharad Sarny, Paul Sangillo, Andy Schmeltz, Brian Shaklee, Thad Sheely, Donald 
Shillingburg, David Shimkin, Sasha Thomas-Nurudin, Robyn Tuerk, Neil Turitz, Tracy Palmieri Whelan, Chris Wiggins, Mar Wolf and Jennifer Woods. 
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marathons in 2003 after joining 

Team in Training, which raises 

money for The Leukemia & Lym¬ 

phoma Society. Tami has now run 

six marathons and probably will 

do the New York City Marathon 

again (for the fourth time) this No¬ 

vember. Her husband, Ed Puree, 

has run three marathons, and both 

have started doing triathlons. 

Elisa Tamarkin is an associate 

professor of English at the UC 

Irvine. According to a press release 

from the university, she is the au¬ 

thor of Anglophilia: Deference, Devo¬ 
tion and Antebellum America and of 

published or forthcoming essays 

on such topics as the social life of 

abolitionists. Revolutionary histori¬ 

ography and history painting, and 

Frederick Douglass and Herman 

Melville in relation. Elisa is work¬ 

ing on a book project. Irrelevance: 
The Scholarly Life in the Age of News, 
on ideas of relevant and irrelevant 

knowledge since 1830 and on the 

relationship between the academy 

and the press. 

Dr. Jeffrey Dembner has been 

named the chairman of the Depart¬ 

ment of Neurosurgery at the pres¬ 

tigious Hoag Hospital in Newport 

Beach, Calif. 

Some news regarding Suzan 

Kedron reached my inbox. Texas 

Governor Rick Perry (R) appointed 

Suzan to the State Board of Phar¬ 

macy, the state entity that oversees 

the licensing of pharmacists and 

pharmacies. ITs another honor for 

Suzan, a land use attorney at the 

firm Jackson Walker. According to 

the governor's press release, Suzan 

also is a member of the Dallas Real 

Estate Council and the Greater 

Dallas Chamber of Commerce. Ad¬ 

ditionally, Texas Monthly magazine 

named her a "Texas Rising Star" in 

2006,2007 and 2008. 

You have all heard about Scott 

Prendergast's independent film, 

Kabluey, starring Lisa Kudrow, Teri 

Garr and Scott himself, in this space. 

I am pleased to report, courtesy of 

Scott, that the film opened on July 4 

in New York City at Cinema Milage. 

And closing out this round of 

news, right before my deadline, 

I heard from Tanya Nieri, who 

passed along that she was named 

assistant professor of sociology at 

the UC Riverside. 

A final question for all of you: 

As did most of our class, I recently 

celebrated my 20th high school 

reunion. My classmates came up 

with the idea of creating a Face- 

book page just for us, which we 

could use to build momentum 

before the reunion and then keep 

going after reunion to stay in 

touch. Admittedly, my high school 

class had about 100 people in it, 

much smaller than CC '92. Still, as I 

know a lot of you use Facebook, is 

this something you'd be interested 

in and would take part of, if we did 

it? Just a thought — let me know 

when you next write in. 

And, till then, be well. 

Thad Sheely 

c/o CCT 

475 Riverside Dr., Ste 917 

New York, NY 10115 

tsheely@jets.nfl.com 

You missed it—thaT s right, although 

it is three months after the fact, it 

is finally official—you missed IT. 

Reunion. Fifteen years. A celebration 

of all that is good and college in your 

life and our past. And you forgot 

And for that, you are forsaken. But 

alma mater can forgive. Mark it on 

your calendars now, make it your 

quinquennial New Year's resolu¬ 

tion —lam going to go to my 20th 

reunion. Say it to yourself three times 

and make it so. Because after read¬ 

ing this column (and the next few, as 

there's too much juicy news to fit in 

one space), you're going to wish you 

were there. 

was promoted to major in the Army 

Reserve. 

Although second place in this 

category, Sharad does deserve 

extra-special mention for collect¬ 

ing the most news on classmates 

in one e-mail: Mark Rutstein is 

living the life in L.A., working at 

Amgen. Already a great doctor, 

he's also a successful businessman 

in the world of pharmaceuticals. 

Tanya Nieri '92 was named assistant professor of 

sociology at UC Riverside. 

First, a few unofficial and ar¬ 

bitrary awards nominated, voted 

and certified by yours truly (that 

means if I got anything wrong, you 

have to write in to correct me). 

Alum Who Traveled the Far¬ 

thest: Drew Stevens '93E — all 

the way from Vietnam, where he 

still makes the coolest shirts and 

serves the best American food that 

side of the Red River. If there were 

an award for best-dressed alum, 

Drew also would win, but because 

he only wore shirts named after 

himself, he was automatically dis¬ 

qualified. 

Second Place for Alum Who 

Traveled the Farthest: Sharad Samy 

from London, who literally flew in 

for the weekend just to spend qual¬ 

ity time with the great friends he 

made during his Columbia years 

(Doesn't that make all you New 

Yorkers feel just a wee bit guilty 

about not even bothering to take 

the 1 train uptown for one reunion 

activity? It should.) Sharad is a 

partner at Orrick, Herrington & 

Sutcliffe in London, and recently 

traveling the world working on 

drug research, development and 

government approvals. Alex 

Khutorsky is a managing director 

in investment banking at Banc of 

America Securities. In between 

M&A deals, he's also managing a 

large, wonderful family with Laura 

(Mason) Khutorsky '93 Barnard '93, 

with three lovely daughters, Rachel, 

Hannah and Deborah, and a new¬ 

born son, Joshua. Ian Carroll and 

Bonnie Dwyer have settled in San 

Francisco — Ian is an anesthesiolo¬ 

gist at Stanford with a specialization 

in pain management, and Bonnie is 

an ob / gyn with a specialization in 

high-risk pregnancies. They are the 

proud parents of Alexandra (who 

Alex contends has been named after 

him). Mike Crowley and his wife, 

Alexis, are in Lexington, Va., where 

they are professors at VMI and are 

raising two daughters, Amelia and 

Agatha. Sean Doherty completed 

his plastic surgery training at Lahey 

Clinic in Boston in June 2007, and 

this June he finished a fellowship 

in cosmetic and laser surgery in 
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Kate Gutman '94 married PaulJelinek in November at the Foundry in 
Long Island City, N.Y. Celebrating were (left to right) Alan Berks '94, 
Lavinel Savu '94, the bride, Nikki Horne White '94, Chris Hutmaker '94, 
Patty Ahn '94E, Thorsten Schmidt '94 GS and Sofia Dumery '94. 

PHOTO: EDWARD KEATING 

Boston. As of July, he joined a 

private plastic surgery practice in 

the Boston area with Boston Plas¬ 

tic Surgical Associates. Rhanda 

Moussa and Daniel Gillies '93E 

also attended reunion. Rhanda is an 

attorney at Orrick, Herrington and 

Sutcliffe, and Dan is a project man¬ 

ager at Toll Brothers in Hoboken, 

N.J. Rhanda, Dan and daughters — 

4-year-old Emily Samya ("Mimi") 

and PA-year-old Elizabeth Shereen 

("Lulu") — live in Manhattan. 

And finally, Jessica Auth is a child 

psychologist in a city hospital in the 

South Bronx and enjoyed catching 

up with some people at reunion. 

Thanks, Sharad! And now, back 

to the awards: 

Alum Who Made the Reunion 

Such a Success: Tie — Alan Free¬ 

man and Rachel Mintz. As our 

reunion chairs, Rachel and Alan 

tirelessly worked the phones, wrote 

letters, and of course raised a few 

dollars for Columbia — more than 

$70,000 from our class. Congrats 

and thank you again to everyone 

who gave — every dollar does 

make a difference. Aside from all 

the organizing, they also got to 

enjoy the festivities: reconnect¬ 

ing with freshman roommates, 

consuming vast amounts of pizza 

at V&T, coming back to campus 

for the late-night stroll on College 

Walk, watching your children play 

on College Walk, dancing under 

the stars on the Steps, enjoying one 

more Fumald Pub night (with com¬ 

plimentary souvenir mugs — that 

just put it over the top, right?) and 

one more late-night dinner at Tom's. 

They also arranged to have the 1993 

"Playboy professor of the year," Ken 

Jackson, speak at our class dinner 

on Saturday night about how the 

city has changed since we gradu¬ 

ated (and how we were a part of it). 

Honorary winners in this category 

are the entire College reunion staff, 

who did the real work to make the 

reunion a success. 

Alum(s) Who Brought the 

Youngest Baby: Greg Lang and 

Grace Lang brought 2-week-old 

Calvin and his big sister Diane to 

the BBQ on Saturday — where 

it absolutely, positively did not 

rain (at least for those planning 

to attend the 20th). Greg brought 

along Tom Lloyd '94, but only 

because, according to Greg, Tom 

knows more people in our class 

than he does! But most of Tom's 

time was spent chasing around his 

red-panted little boys and trying 

to keep them from dismantling the 

BBQ tent. Nice work, Tom. 

Honorable Mention goes to 

Betsy Gomperz and her husband, 

Michael Pacinda, who brought 

their 6-week-old son. Will, to the 

proceedings with his older brother, 

Thomas, as well as grandparents 

Jan and Paul Gomperz '58, who 

were celebrating Paul's 50th re¬ 

union (along with Alan Freeman's 

parents, Arthur '58 and his wife, 

Carol!). 

Alum(s) Who Nearly Forgot 

How to Get to Campus: Jennifer 

Saba and Joe Saba, who live less 

than 20 blocks from campus, some¬ 

how managed to take two hours 

to get through a dizzying array of 

taxis, trains and pedicabs.. .but as 

always, we're glad you made it 

and we got to catch up. 

Alum(s) Most Likely to Have 

a Legacy Child at Columbia: Tie 

— Dan Donshik and Rebecca 

Boston. Both Dan and Rebecca 

recently adopted children and had 

the best stories to tell about their 

experiences with the new additions 

to their families. Rebecca adopted 

Endashaw in 2006 — he is from 

Ethiopia and is now 7. Rebecca 

writes that her mind is now filled 

with facts about superheroes, 

Pokemon names and extremely 

bad knock-knock jokes; although 

Endashaw does not know all the 

words to Roar Lion Roar yet, he 

does like visiting campus and V&T 

pizza. Rebecca works with Chris¬ 

tine (Raker) Garcia at WestLB AG 

in Manhattan. During her visit to 

campus, Rebecca was saddened 

to discover that in the renovations 

of Fumald Hall, her senior year 

room is now gone — replaced by 

the back wall of a bathroom! Dan's 

full story is available at www. 

donshikfamily.com, but he and 

his wife, Karen, and sons, Andrew 

and Brett, welcomed Lexi into their 

family in 2006. Congrats to both on 

the new additions to the families. 

Dan is the principal of an IT ser¬ 

vices company based in Simsbury, 

Conn. 

Alum Most Likely to Have a 

Documentary Movie Premiere 

this Fall: Caroline Suh. Although 

Caroline (and her husband, Doug¬ 

las Meehan) did not make it to 

reunion even though some of their 

so-called "best friends" were there, 

they do have some exciting news. 

Caroline has directed FrontRunners, 
a real-life take on the Reese With¬ 

erspoon/Matthew Broderick satire 

Election, following four students in 

a campaign for student body presi¬ 

dent at Stuyvesant H.S. It has been 

picked up by Beastie Boy Adam 

Yauch's new distribution company. 

Oscilloscope Pictures, for world¬ 

wide distribution. FrontRunners 
will premiere at the New York Film 

Forum on October 15, followed by 

a national theatrical release coin¬ 

ciding with this fall's Presidential 

elections. 

Hope to see you on the red carpet! 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Paul Pavlica 
pjp2H3@columbia.edu 

212-870-2769 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-870-2194 

LeylaKokmen 

L/J 440ThomasAve.S. 

■■H Minneapolis, MN 55405 

leylak@earthlink.net 

In May, my family took a quick trip 

to New York City to see family, and 

one breezy morning my husband, 

Patrick, and I took our daughter, 

Emery, up to Columbia to see the 

sights (and get a toddler-sized Co¬ 

lumbia cap for the wee one). The 

day we went, coincidentally, was 

Columbia College Class Day. The 

festivities were unfolding under 

grand tents outside Butler Library, 

so we got a chance to see some 

of the grads in their powder blue 

robes and hear some of the speak¬ 

ers congratulate the students as 

they embarked on life's journey. 

It doesn't seem that long ago that 

we all were on campus, celebrating 

our Class Day, yet a recent e-mail 

about planning our 15th class re¬ 

union (to take place Thursday, June 

4r-Sunday, June 7) reminded me that, 

indeed, a lot of time has passed. 

Also on our New York trip, we 

saw Danny Franklin, his wife, 

Ruth (Halikman) Franklin '95, 

and their two adorable and won¬ 

derfully energetic children, Sam 

and Phoebe. Danny is a Demo¬ 

cratic pollster at Benenson Strategy 

Group and has been working for 

the Obama campaign. The family 

moved from Washington, D.C., to 

Brooklyn last year. 

In other news, Kate Gutman 

writes with the happy tidings that 

she married Paul Jelinek in Novem¬ 

ber 2007. The couple, who met in 

2003 the day after the big New York 

blackout, wed in New York City at 

an old foundry converted into an 

event space. Alums in attendance 

included Alan Berks, Sofia Dum¬ 

ery, Chris Hutmaker, Lavinel Savu, 

Nikki (Home) White, Patty Ahn 

'94E and Thorsten Schmidt '94 GS. 

[See photo.] 

Kate and Paul spent their honey¬ 

moon in Morocco. The couple now 

lives near Union Square in NYC, 

and Kate recently started a new job 

as the v.p. of business development 

and operations for Rodale, a health 

and wellness media company. She 

is helping the company expand 

its digital businesses in the United 

States and abroad. 

Ayanna (Parish) Thompson 

was granted promotion and tenure 

and now is an associate profes¬ 

sor in the English department at 

Arizona State University. She was 

awarded a special research award 

(for "Defining Edge Research") 

from ASU's provost and president. 

Ben Jealous has been named 

president of the National As¬ 

sociation for the Advancement 

of Colored People (NAACP). 

Ben is slated to take over the 

presidency in September and will 

be the youngest president in the 

civil rights organization's 99-year 

history. 

That's it for this time! Thanks to 

everyone who wrote. And for the 

rest of you, drop me a note and let 

us know what you're up to. We're 

all curious! 

Janet Lorin 

127 W. 96th St., #2GH 

New York, NY 10025 

jrfl0@columbia.edu 

Marie-Carmelle Elie is the proud 

mother of Nathaniel Elie Turenne, 
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Aim Koh ’ 

The tagline of Aun Koh 
'96's food and travel 
blog, Chubby Hubby 

(www.chubbyhubby.net), is 
"dining, whining, and mar¬ 
riage." But Koh has little to 
complain about. The Singa¬ 
pore-based events, marketing 
and media consultant regularly 
travels the world with his food 
writer/editor wife, Su-Lyn Tan 
— and his blog is a litany of 
his enviable experiences in at 
least 12 countries. 

Here's just one: In Septem¬ 
ber 2006, Koh traveled with 
Tan to Bangkok for the World 
Gourmet Festival at the Four 
Seasons Hotel, dining on food 
prepared by eight celebrity 
chefs, including Michael Mina 
(of the eponymous restaurant 
in San Francisco) and Emily 
Lucchetti (of Farallon, also 
in SF). After detailing a five- 
course menu prepared by 
acclaimed London chef Peter 
Gordon, Koh writes: "Attending 
this dinner was a real treat. An 
even bigger treat was being 
able to sit down and chat with 
Gordon for quite an extended 
period of time..." 

Koh's enthusiasm for the 
good life perhaps is one reason 
that Chubby Hubby attracts 
270,000 hits per month and 
has been cited by The New 
York Times, South China Morn¬ 
ing Post and Newsweek. In 
August 2006, during his na¬ 
tionally televised National Day 
Rally speech, even Singapore's 
Prime Minister, Lee Hsien 
Loong, mentioned the blog as 
an example of Singaporeans in 
cyberspace. 

Surprisingly, considering 
its popularity, Chubby Hubby 
began as a mere "experiment." 
In early 2005, while working 

96 Blogs About the Good (Food) Life 
By Dina Cheney '99 

Aun Koh '96: "I'm a huge food 
lover, to the point of being 
obsessed." 

PHOTO. SU-LYN TAN 

for Singapore's National Arts 
Council, Koh was planning a 
writer's festival, in the pro¬ 
cess of seeking out bloggers 
to serve on panels and help 
promote the event, he came 
across "amazing" and "highly 
addictive" food blogs such as 
Nordljus and Chez Pirn. Before 
long, he wanted to start his 
own. 

Blogging was a natural 
choice for this media expert. 
While at Columbia, Koh, who 
grew up in New York City, 
Washington, D.C., Singapore 
and Europe, was chairman of 
The Federalist (a student-run 
newspaper), which gave him 
"a taste for journalism and 
helped open doors to intern¬ 
ships at the International Her¬ 
ald Tribune and Newsweek." 
After graduating, Koh spent 
nine years on the editorial 
and business sides of several 
Singapore-based publications, 
including Dare, New Man, 
Lookbook, 24/7, Millenia, EnV, 
Shopping!, East Magazine, 
Where Singapore and Asia Inc. 

For Koh, food was the ideal 
subject for his blog. He remem¬ 
bers polishing off a tray of pate 
de foie gras-topped toasts at 
a Manhattan Christmas party 
when he was just 8. At Colum¬ 
bia, where he studied political 
science, Koh and fellow stu¬ 
dents even founded special- 
interest housing in Wallach 
centered around cooking. The 
group's "whole idea was to re¬ 
examine the age-old notion of 
bonding through cooking and 
cooking together, which was 
something my co-founders 
and l thought was being lost in 
American society," he explains. 

"I'm a huge food lover, to 
the point of being obsessed," 
he admits. "I have loved food 
as long as I can remember. 
I wrote about food in high 
school. I wrote about food in 
college. I've written about food 
as a journalist, and I've helped 
chefs write cookbooks," includ¬ 
ing The Six Senses Cookbook 
and French Classics Modern 
Kitchen. A friend, Mia Wa- 
tanabe '97, says, "Although it 
was more than 10 years ago, l 
remember the spinach risotto 
Koh whipped up one night 
when l was a junior in college. 
He also seemed to know every 
single good restaurant in the 
West Village!" 

As for the blog's name, it 
came from the popular Ben & 
Jerry's ice cream flavor that 
features fudge, peanut butter, 
pretzels, vanilla and malt — a 
flavor Koh likes so much that 
his wife "banned" it from the 
house (Koh jokes that he's 
"quite a bit bigger now than 
l was in college"). As for the 
site's content, the couple's 
goal is to "share the joy of 
eating well and eating with 

people you love." He and Tan, 
who authors 10-20 percent of 
the posts, describe what they 
"have been up to in the kitch¬ 
en," where they've been dining 
and "other inanities" that they 
"feel like posting." Story ideas 
come from "everywhere," 
including travel, restaurants, 
conversations and cookbooks. 

The current site includes a 
wealth of posts on everything 
from stylish Thai hotels to red 
velvet cupcakes to Singapore 
restaurants for everyday din¬ 
ing, as well as Koh's impressive 
photography. 

No mere hobbyist, he some¬ 
times takes on professional 
assignments, such as Lonely 
Planet's World Food Guide to 
Malaysia and Singapore. Koh 
would love to create a social 
networking site, complete with 
a classified ads platform, for 
foodies worldwide. 

With such a large reader- 
ship, the site receives a bounty 
of feedback. Koh says, "Some 
readers tell us how much they 
like the blog. One told us how 
the blog rekindled a love for 
food that she had lost after her 
food-loving 7-year-old daugh¬ 
ter died. Other readers write 
to ask us for advice. I love 
that people leave comments, 
good and bad. In the magazine 
world, you aren't really that 
connected to your readers. 
With a blog, they e-mail you, 
post a note, leave a comment. 
It is really immediate and, in a 
way, really intimate." 

Dina Cheney '99 is the author 
of Tasting Club, as well as a 
freelance writer/recipe devel¬ 
oper and tasting host. She is at 
work on a cookbook. For more, 
see www.dinacheney.com. 

who was bom this spring. Carmel- 

le and her husband, Newton, mar¬ 

ried 2Vi years ago in Miami. She 

completed an emergency medicine 

residency at Mount Sinai, and also 

trained at the R. Adams Cowley 

Shock Trauma Center in Baltimore. 

Carmelle has spent the last four 

years working at University of 

Medicine and Dentistry of New 

Jersey in Newark, where she is an 

is assistant professor of surgery 

and medicine, specializing in early 

goal-directed therapies to reduce 

tire death associated with illnesses 

such as sepsis and cardiac arrest in 

emergency medicine and intensive 

care units. 

Ricardo Cortes is back in pub¬ 

lishing, following his children's 

book about marijuana. It's Just a 
Plant. Now he tackles terrorism. 

"7 Don't Want To Blow You Up! is 

a children's coloring book that 

explores fears about living in an 

era dominated by a war on terror," 

he writes. Ricardo wrote the book 

with F. Bowman Hastie '91, whom 

he met at the since-dissolved Delta 

Phi fraternity; it also features Sarah 

Takesh, another member of Delta 

Phi. Sandhya Nankani '96 wrote 

a reader's guide for teachers and 

parents. Check out www.blow 

youup.com for more information. 

Congratulations to Christophe 

Knox, who flew in from Paris to 

receive an alumni medal at Com¬ 

mencement this spring. He is co¬ 

founder and past president of the 
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1998: Class members who registered for reunion include Jay Adya, Michelle Ahn, Adria Armbrister, Betsy Bennet, Lucio Biase, Elana Sinensky Blu- 
menthal, Lara Bolsom, Molly Boren, Brian Brick, Janice Brown, Lisette Camilo, Carrie Carlisle, Catherine Chang, Sandra Angulo Chen, Nusrat Choud- 
hury, Jeffrey Cino, Margaret Conley, Jennifer Credidio, Sherrie Deans, Michael Degnan, Jason DeLuca, Yelena Dudochkin, Natalie Edwards, Camilla 
Feibelman, Rachel Ford, Ezra Freedman, Anand Gandhi, Benjamin Gardner, Justin Garrett, Fortune Glasse, Matthew Grossman, Tim Harrington, Amy- 
Kristina Herbert, Tali Herman, Kamillia Hoban, Ruth Hollander, Joo Hong, Leslie Hough, Michele Hyndman, Edline Jacquet, Jeannette Jakus, Daniel 
Jean-Baptiste, Ann Kansfield, Nabeel Kaukab, Daniel Kellner, Suehyun Kim, Adam Kolasinski, Carlyn Kolker, David Konschnik, Benjamin Kornfeind, 
Arete Koutras, Teresa Lopez-Castro, Elliot Lum, Elliot Lum, Dennis Machado, David Mack, Hilton Marcus, Alex Marx, Karen Mauney-Brodek, Michael 
McCosker, Gabrey Milner, Sanjay Mitta, Daniello Natoli, Tanya Nebo, Andreas Neuman, Adam Nguyen, Marcelo Olarte, Anton Orlich, Scott Ostfeld, 
Christopher Paldino, Preeti Parikh, Daniel Pianko, Melissa Pianko, Eric Pinciss, Matthew Ryan Purdy, Nitchet Quarles, Jenny Ramirez, Reina Riemann, 
Ariana Rinderknecht, Elizabeth Riordan, Beth Roxland, Tara Samuels, Tom Sanford, Amol Sarva, Dayce Schrieber, Donald Scott, Lizzie Simon, Charles 
Sisk, Joyce Song, Joy Sonson, Svetlana Stoyanova, Maxim Strongin, Aviva Sufian, Eunie Suh, Amy Sze, Tiffany Tolbert, Andrew Topkins, Dylan voor- 
hees, Jennifer Williford and Julie Yufe. 
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Columbia Club of France, which 

organized a 250th anniversary 

celebration in Paris and CAA Paris 

2007, the European launch of Co¬ 

lumbia's new alumni association. 

Thanks for the updates, and 

please keep the news coming. 

Ana S. Salper 

125 Prospect Park West, 

Apt. 4A 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

asalper@yahoo.com 

Greetings, classmates! Once again, 

very few notes to share with you 

this time around — where are all 

of you? Last time I checked there 

were about 830 CC '96ers, and I 

am sure most of you are doing a 

lot of things with your lives that 

your classmates would love to hear 

about. Please send in news. 

One positive piece of news was 

shared by Hilda Ramirez, who 

with her husband, Juan Carlos 

Abreu, welcomed their first child, 

Alanis Soleil, in the spring. All are 

enjoying spending quality time 

with each other. Having mastered 

sleepless nights, Hilda started medi¬ 

cal school in August at P&S. Hilda 

writes that if she has any free time 

at all, she hopes to continue playing 

the oboe. Congratulations, Hilda! 

That's all, my loyal readers. 

Again, please send in notes! I leave 

you with this thought: 

"Conscience is a mother-in-law 

whose visit never ends." 

—H.L. Mencken 

97 
Sarah Katz 

1935 Parrish St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19130 

srkl2@columbia.edu 

Nathan Fox recently graduated 

from 28th grade, completing his 

fellowship training in maternal-fe¬ 

tal medicine (aka high-risk obstet¬ 

rics), and joined a practice on the 

Upper East Side in July. He lives 

with his wife, Michal (Agus) '97 

Barnard, and their four (yes, four) 

children in Englewood, N.J. 

John D. Alfone recently was 

teaching ESL to kids in St. Bernard 

Parish (an area hard hit by Hur¬ 

ricane Katrina) and attended the 

Bonnaroo Music Festival in Man¬ 

chester, Term., as credentialed me¬ 

dia. He will pay any fellow alum a 

negotiable fee to introduce him to 

Chan Marshall of Cat Power. 

Gail Katz spent the summer 

on maternity leave from her job as 

senior counsel at the biotechnology 

company Amgen in Southern Cali¬ 

fornia. On June 14, she welcomed 

Sophia Bick Katz to her family, join¬ 

ing sister Aliza. 

Tracy Hammond is an assistant 

professor in computer science at 

Texas A&M. She is the director 

and founder of the quickly grow¬ 

ing Sketch Recognition Lab there, 

where her research is on the auto¬ 

matic recognition of hand-drawn 

sketches. She is very happy, enjoys 

the community and has three black 

Newfoundland dogs. 

Laura Cha is married with kids 

and lives in the Columbia area 

(109th and Riverside). She went to 

med school at P&S, finished her 

ob/ gyn residency at Mount Sinai 

in 2006 and works at a private 

practice in the Upper West Side. 

She has a 4-year-old son and a 

1-year old daughter. 

Raji Kalra has been living in 

NYC since graduating from the 

Business School in 2004. After 

freelance consulting for educa¬ 

tional nonprofits here and in New 

Orleans, she started working for a 

nonprofit, Harlem RBI, which runs 

an after-school program in East 

Harlem and plans to open a char¬ 

ter school in the fall. She recently 

attended Sam Lee '97E's wed¬ 

ding and saw Emily Tan, Elmer 

Arguilla, Lara Hoong-San Chen, 

Dan Bae, Andrew Wu, John Chen, 

Anna Rae Ong, Elias Jo '97E and 

Harry Park. 

According to The New York 
Times, Benjamin Middleman mar¬ 

ried Jennifer Elizabeth Eisenberg 

on June 22 in Westhampton Beach, 

N.Y. Benjamin is the founder and 

president of Mimesis Publishing, a 

New York printing firm specializ¬ 

ing in the reproduction of artwork 

for promotional cards, posters and 

catalogs. 

Leslie Kendall is tying the knot 

with Kerry Douglas Dye this Octo¬ 

ber in Philadelphia. She is working 

on a film shooting in New York, 

and her last feature is headed to 

HBO soon! 

Michael Wachsman and Felice 

Tager '93 Barnard had a girl, Ser¬ 

ena Joy (CC '29), on March 18 at 

precisely 2:30 p.m. Her weight was 

7 lbs., 13 oz., and length was 21% 

inches. Michael writes that his wife 

"gave birth at the hospital where 

she works, so all she did was show 

up for work that day and deliver a 

baby. Pretty convenient." 

Benjamin (Jamie) Lederer 

recently became engaged to 

girlfriend Su Young Han. Jamie 

wrapped up his second year as the 

USAF psychiatrist in South Korea 

and left there in August for a simi¬ 

lar position at Aviano AB, Italy. 

Sandra P. Angulo Chen 

10209 Day Ave. 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

spa76@yahoo.com 

Greetings, classmates. I hope you 

are all having a lovely fall. I'm writ¬ 

ing this in July, exactly one month 

after our 10th reunion. It was such a 

pleasure catching up with so many 

of you; I'm only sorry I didn't get a 

chance to talk to every single class¬ 

mate in attendance. 

As reunion chair Dan Natoli 

told us at the class dinner, we raised 

more than $160,000, the largest 10th 

reunion class gift in recent history. 

Way to go. Class of '98! 

Here's the list of everyone who 

registered, although more people 

showed up at the last minute and 

a few classmates who registered 

didn't attend: Adria Armbrister, 

Michele Bellanca, Betsy Bennet, 

Lara Bolsom, Carrie-Ann Bracco 

'97, Janice Brown, Lisette Camilo. 
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Kateryna Rakowsky '00 and Daniel wetmore '01 were married on April 
5 in Sayulita, Mexico, in a ceremony officiated by Darien Shanske '95. 
Many fellow Columbians helped them celebrate. From left to right: 
Tyler Brody '01, Megan (Harris) Brody '01 Barnard, Hannah Waldron '01 
Barnard, Chris LaRaja '01, Josh Condon '02 GS, Brian Horan '01, Brie 
Cokos '01, Stu Dearnley '01, Lex Denysenko '99, the bride, the groom, 
Cate Reilly '99, Katherine Dube '00 Barnard, Donald Saelinger '00, Bren¬ 
dan Colthurst '00, Nate Ela '00 and Shanske. 
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Catherine Chang, Nusrat Choud- 

hury, Jeffrey Cino, Margaret 

Conley, Jennifer Credidio, Janine 

de Novais '99, Rachel Dean Mat¬ 

thews '88, Sherrie Deans, Michael 

Degnan, Jason DeLuca, Yelena 

Dudochkin, Natalie Edwards, 

Camilla Feibelman, Rachel Ford, 

Anand Gandhi, Casey Gane- 

McCalla, Benjamin Gardner, Jus¬ 

tin Garrett, Aishia Glasford, Tim 

Harrington, Amy-Kristina Herbert, 

Kamillia Hoban, Ruth Hollander, 

Joo Hong, Leslie Hough, Michele 

Hyndman, Edline Jacquet, Jean¬ 

nette Jakus, Daniel Jean-Baptiste, 

Ann Kansfield, Daniel Kellner, 

Suehyun Kim, Adam Kolasin- 

ski, Carlyn Kolker, Benjamin 

Komf eind. Arete Koutras, Teresa 

Lopez-Castro, Elliot Lum, David 

Mack, Hilton Marcus, Alex Marx, 

Karen Mauney-Brodek, Michael 

McCosker, William Jahmal Miller, 

Gabrey Milner, Gerardo Murillo, 

Daniello Natoli, Tanya Nebo, 

Andreas Neuman, Marcelo Olarte, 

Anton Orlich, Scott Ostfeld, Chris¬ 

topher Paldino, Melissa Pianko, 

Daniel Pianko, Eric Pinciss, Mat¬ 

thew Ryan Purdy, Nitchet Quarles, 

Jenny Ramirez, Reina Riemann, 

Ariana Rinderknecht, Beth Rox- 

land, Tom Sanford, Dayce Schrie- 

ber, Lizzie Simon, Elana Sinensky 

Blumenthal, Charles Sisk, Felic¬ 

ity Stiverson '98 Barnard, Maxim 

Strongin, Aviva Sufian, Eunie Suh, 

Tiffany Tolbert, Andrew Topkins, 

Dylan Voorhees and Julie Yufe. 

At our fifth reunion, many 

people were finishing up their 

graduate degrees and some were 

married. This time around, there 

were several classmates with kids: 

Dylan Voorhees, who is an energy 

project director for the Natural 

Resources Council of Maine, at¬ 

tended with his wife and young 

daughter. According to the organi¬ 

zation's Web site, E>ylan, who has a 

master's in public policy from Har¬ 

vard's Kennedy School of Govern¬ 

ment, lives in Hallowell, Maine. 

Ben Kahn '98E and his wife, 

Amy '99 GS, live outside Boston 

in Newton, Mass., with their sons, 

Charlie and Joshua. Ben is a tech 

lead at Red Hat, a company that 

specializes in open source soft¬ 

ware, and Amy is a designer and 

artist. 

Every reunion Nus Choudhury 

has another Ivy League degree. 

In addition to her Columbia B.A. 

and Princeton M.P.A., she now 

has a J.D. from Yale. Nus recently 

completed clerking for Judge Bar¬ 

rington Parker of die Second Cir¬ 

cuit Court of Appeals. She attend¬ 

ed reunion with Felicity Striverson 

'98 Barnard, a Broadway performer 

and film actress who appeared 

in the Tma Fey and Amy Poehler 

comedy Baby Mama. Felicity's hus¬ 

band also is a stage performer, and 

they live in Manhattan. 

Suehyun Kim, who received 

her M.B.A. from NYU's Stem 

School of Business in 2005, flew in 

from Los Angeles. She also started 

a group on Facebook, which all of 

you are invited to join: Columbia 

College Class of '98. 

Brooklynites Justin Garrett 

and his wife, Rachel, took their 

newborn, Jane, to the campus BBQ 

on Saturday afternoon. Also in 

attendance were Melissa (Epstein) 

Pianko and Daniel Pianko and 

their daughter, Bella, and Tara 

(Rust) Samuels and Jeff Samuels 

and their two children. 

Thursday night brought out 

Ruth Hollander Bieller and her 

son, Charlie. Ruth, her husband 

and son live on the Upper West 

Side. She works at the JCC in Man¬ 

hattan. Soon to live across the hall 

from Ruth's family are Tali Her¬ 

man and her husband. Josh New¬ 

man '91. Tali is a pediatrician. 

Jeannette Jakus also is an M.D, 

in her third year of residency in 

pediatrics at Mount Sinai Medical 

Center. Jeannette and her husband, 

Ben Komfeind, an associate at 

the affordable-housing developer 

Dunn Development Corp., live in 

Brooklyn. 

The last doctor I spoke to at re¬ 

union was Cara Rosenbaum, who 

is an oncology fellow at the Uni¬ 

versity of Chicago Medical Center 

in her hometown of Chi-town. 

There were attorneys aplenty: 

Ben Gardner is a litigation associ¬ 

ate at Cadwalader and lives on the 

Upper East Side. Natalie Edwards 

is an M&A attorney at Linklaters 

and lives in Brooklyn. Eric Pinciss 

is an associate at Kramer Levin and 

lives in Manhattan. Lisette Camilo 

is a legislative attorney to the New 

York City Council, where she's 

counsel to the Committee on Juve¬ 

nile Justice. She lives in the Bronx. 

Michelle Hyndman is a tax at¬ 

torney for Ernst & Young in Wash¬ 

ington, D.C. Hilton Marcus also is 

in the District, where he practices 

health-care law for Powers Pyles. 

Michelle Ahn also lives in the 

nation's capital. She is a director at 

Morgan Stanley and has been mar¬ 

ried for five years. 

Andy Topkins is a managing 

director at Brandgenuity, a brand 

management agency he co-found- 

ed in 2003. He and his wife, Keri, 

live on the Upper West Side with 

their daughter, Ella. 

Abby Lublin has had the dis¬ 

tinction of teaching not one, but 

two Columbia deans' offspring 

— the daughters of Dean Aus¬ 

tin Quigley and former dean of 

students Roger Lehecka '67 — as 

an English teacher at The Beacon 

School, a charter secondary school 

on the Upper West Side. She lives 

in the East Village. Adina (Berrios) 

Brooks, who works at our alma 

mater as an admissions officer, 

missed the class photo when she 

had to rush back home to her then- 

6-month-old baby, Nola. Adina 

chronicles her family's life at adina. 

typepad.com. 

Julie Yufe, who along with 

Jeannette Jakus helped me with 

this column, is a brand develop¬ 

ment manager at Unilever for the 

Lipton brand in North America. 

She lives on the Upper East Side. 

Married alums Charles Sisk 

and Cathy Chang live in Nashville, 

where Chas writes about down¬ 

town development as a staff writer 

for The Tennessean (a fellow Specky, 
he joked about sitting at David 

Halberstam's old desk). Cathy is a 

lay minister at the First Unitarian 

Universalist Church of Nashville. 

Michael McCosker and his 

wife, Jennifer, came in from San 

Francisco, where he is a director 

for AT&T and she is an attorney 

recruiting coordinator at Kirkland & 

Ellis. Mike's close friend and former 

swim team member, Dayce Schrie- 

ber, was at the Thursday night din¬ 

ner and mentioned he and his wife, 

Tannia, have a boy, Gabriel. Dayce 

received his M.B.A. from the Uni¬ 

versity of Virginia's Darden School 

of Business this year. 

Margaret Conley flew in from 

Indonesia. She's an ABC News re¬ 

porter based in Jakarta and contrib¬ 

utes to all ABC News outlets, from 

the television broadcasts and radio 

news service to ABCNews.com. 

Yelena Dudochkin lives in the 

Boston area, where she is a director 

of market analysis for FactSet Re¬ 

search Systems. But her real pas¬ 

sion is classical singing. A soprano, 

Yelena has had several solo perfor¬ 

mances at chamber musical fes¬ 

tivals and galas throughout New 

England. Local alums should check 

out her Web site, yelenadudochkin. 

com, for her concert schedule and 

other updates. 

Good friends Amol Sarva and 

Tom Sanford told me about run¬ 

ning the annual Bronxville Memo¬ 

rial Day Run for Fun, which al¬ 

ways gives the second-place medal 

in honor of our late classmate (and 

Bronxville native) James Kearney. 

Amol does about a million things 

— runs a telecom startup (getpeek. 

com), updates several blogs and 

is a father to a toddler, Pascale. He 

and his wife, Ursula, live in Long 

Island City. Tom is an artist whose 

work is represented by Leo Koenig, 

Inc. Tom had an exhibition, "Mr. 

Hangover," at the Leo Koenig Gal¬ 

lery in Chelsea from May 9-June 

14. You can see the work included 

in his show at leokoenig.com. Tom 

and his wife, Alexsandra, live in 

Manhattan. 

Camilla Feibelman, who 

sported the best tan at reunion, is 

in Puerto Rico running the Sierra 

Club's chapter in San Juan. Jay 

Adya co-founded Takkle.com, a so¬ 

cial networking site for high-school 

athletes, coaches, college recruiters 

and fans. 

And finally for some non¬ 

reunion info: Sandy Yeung and 

Brad Mahoney '98E are proud 

to announce the birth of a boy, 

Adrien, who was bom on March 

17 in Boston and weighed 4 lbs., 11 

oz. Writes Sandy: "Brad and I wel¬ 

comed our lucky baby Adrien on 

St. Patrick's Day. He is absolutely 

adorable! We hope to bring him to 

visit with all our Columbia friends 

in NYC soon." 

Noah Zucker and his wife, 

Kathy (Lee) '97, welcomed their 

second child on January 24. Joshua 

joins sister Emily. Noah works for 

the Advanced Trading Solutions 

of NYSE Euronext. He and Kathy 

have been married nearly eight 

years. 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2008 

warn 



CLASS NOTES COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

David Beatus ’01 Helps Companies Gift Green 
By Laura Butchy '04 Arts 

These days, it seems that 
everyone is trying to 
be more environmen¬ 

tally conscious, individuals are 
replacing incandescent light 
bulbs with compact fluores¬ 
cent bulbs, and companies 
are recycling everything from 
paper to electronics. 

David Beatus '01 has taken 
his dedication to the environ¬ 
ment one step further than 
most, supporting the move¬ 
ment to "go green" by founding 
Green Promos Direct. A division 
of Joy Products, Green Promos 
offers only eco-friendly and 
recycled promotional products. 

"After five years in the 
promotional products and ad 
specialty business, I saw an op¬ 
portunity to serve a whole new 
and emerging market, the eco- 
friendly and environmentally 
responsible business gift and 
premium market," Beatus says. 
Though most companies offer a 
few products, he recognized the 
need for a central place where 
clients could find environmen¬ 
tally friendly promotions. 

Although the Green Promos 
Web site (www.greenpromos 
direct.com) went live in Nov¬ 
ember 2007, Beatus timed its 
official launch to coincide with 
Earth Day 2008. The company 
now offers the largest selection 
of "green" promotional prod¬ 
ucts in the country, including 
hundreds of items with varying 
degrees of eco-friendliness and 
recycled material. Beatus adds 
new offerings to the web site 
every day, including everything 

from organic shirts 
and hats to recycled 
journals and folios to 
biodegradable and 
compostable plastic 
cups to lanyards and 
bags made from re¬ 
cycled soda bottles. 

Though finding new 
products and keeping 
up with technology 
(such as materials and 
recycling processes) 
can be challenging, 
Beatus says the pro¬ 
cess has been fun 
and educational. En¬ 
thusiastic responses 
to the products have 
increased demand from de¬ 
voted clients, including Barnard 
College. 

"David and his company un¬ 
derstand Barnard's commitment 
to sustainability," says Erin Fred¬ 
rick '01 Barnard, interim director 
of alumnae affairs at Barnard. 
"Their innovative and creative 
approaches have enabled us to 
provide alumnae with nice, cost- 
efficient green products such 
as Barnard Alumnae notepads 
made of recycled paper." 

Beatus' creative approach 
to business dates back to his 
time at Columbia, where he 
majored in economics. Grow¬ 
ing up on Long island, he says 
he was attracted to the College 
for its location in the business 
capital of the world as well as 
its Core Curriculum. Outside 
his studies, he participated in 
crew, volunteered for Columbia 
Community Outreach and was 

president of Alpha Epsilon Pi. 
"Even back in school, Dave 
always led the way with new 
ideas, sometimes just for a 
laugh but more often in a man¬ 
ner that helped friends. He just 
always got things done," says 
Alex Eule '01. "Green Promos 
is one more example of his 
outside-the-box approach." 

After graduation, Beatus 
spent a few months traveling 
throughout Europe before re¬ 
turning to Long Island to help 
with the family business while 
looking for a job. His father 
had founded Joy Products, an 
advertising specialties dis¬ 
tributorship, in 1972 in their 
hometown of Port Washington, 
N.Y. "It was just the two of us 
in the office, and as some time 
went by, I started to pick up 
some new clients for the busi¬ 
ness and kind of forgot about 
my job searching," Beatus says, 
"and I've never left." 

While Beatus hopes to re¬ 
turn to Columbia for an M.B.A., 
Green Promos is keeping 
him busy in Port Washington, 
where he lives with his wife 
and their Wheaten Terrier 
puppy. Beatus scours the world 
looking for new products, 
devoting the company to genu¬ 
inely "green" offerings. 

"The line is very blurry as of 
late in the United States," he 
says. "We've seen our competi¬ 
tors claim a ceramic mug as 
'eco-friendly' on the grounds 
that it is a reusable item, and 
therefore, paper or Styrofoam 
cups are not thrown out each 
day. We're aiming to be truly 
'green,' so if it's not made from 
recycled materials or biode¬ 
gradable, it won't be featured 
on our site." 

Laura Butchy '04 Arts is a 
writer, dramaturg and theater 
educator in New York City. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Beth B. Miranda 
bab2l 11 @columbia.edu 

212-870-2777 
DEVELOPMENT Paul staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-870-2194 

Elizabeth Robilotti 

80 Park Ave., Apt. 7N 

New York, NY 10016 

evr5@columbia.edu 

Jen Lin-Liu has written the food 

memoir Serve the People: A Stir-Fried 
Journey Through China (Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt), in which she writes 

about attending a vocational cook¬ 

ing school in Beijing's back alleys, 

interning in restaurants ranging from 

a humble noodle stall to a swanky 

riverfront restaurant in Shanghai, and 

opening a cooking school of her own. 

You can read more about her book at 

www.jenlinliu.com. She is marrying 

Craig Simons this fall in San Diego, 

her hometown. 

Rachel Hertz Cobb is pursuing 

her Ph.D. in English literature at 

the University of Texas (spring 2009 

graduation expected). She was mar¬ 

ried last October to Russell Cobb, 

who earned his Ph.D. from UT last 

summer (comp lit) and teaches in the 

Department of Modem Languages 

and Cultural Studies at the Univer¬ 

sity of Alberta. The couple moved to 

Edmonton this summer after travels 

in Mexico. Good luck in Canada! 

Prisca Bae 

334 W. 17th St., Apt. 3B 

New York, NY 10011 

pbl34@columbia.edu 

Kateryna Rakowsky and Dan 

Wetmore '01 were married on April 

5 in Mexico, where classmates such 

as Nate Ela and Brendan Colthurst 

helped them celebrate. Please see the 

accompanying photo—and Jonathan 

Gordin 'Ol's column—for the details. 

No other news this time. Please 

send me an update! 

Jonathan Gordin 

3030 N. Beachwood Dr. 

Los Angeles, CA 90068 

jrg53@columbia.edu 

I hope everyone had a wonderful 

summer! 
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2003: Class members who registered for reunion include Alisha Adams, Kwamena Aidoo, Bram Alden, Katelyn Alloy, Avery Alpha, Amanda Ambrose, 
Bobbie Andelson, Sam Arora, Matthew Arrieta-Joy, Simma Asher, Karen Atzert, Joanna August, Jonathan Barnwell, Jessica Beard, Sabine Bejori, 
Jessica Berenyi, Alejandro Berthe-Suarez, Rebecca Bloom, Eve Bloomgarden, Ruby Bola, Andrew Brill, Marva Brown, Robert Bruce, Elliott Bundy, 
Daniel Byrnes, Brian Cantrell, William Carey, Carlos Caro, Oscar Chow, Shawn Choy, Alfred Chung, Katherine Chuy, Monica Conley, Kristin Connors, 
Eleanor L. Coufos, Amba Datta, Michelle Davidowitz, Katherine Day, Gillian Diercks, Victoria Dower, Mojdeh Fanny Elahi, Tommy Enright, Flora Es- 
terly, Anthony Faciane, Nyssa Fajardo, Christina Fiorentini, Wesley Flamer-Binion, Eileen Flowers, Michael Foss, Monica Frassa, Claire Frisbie, Julia 
Fuma, Annemarie Gallagher, Joseph Garnevicus, Nora Geiss, David Gerrard, Rachel Gershman, Rebecca Gibbons, Lee Goldberg, Tailisha Gonzalez, 
Liz Gorinsky, Kimberly Grant, Elizabeth Greene, Amy Greenstein, Rajib Guha, Cyrus Habib, Lauren Harrison, Bari Handwerger, Marjorie Hernandez, 
Ashley Homer, Dana Hopp, william Isler, Abby Jacobs, Michael Jones, zulaika Jumaralli, Lauren Kornreich, Julia Kraut, Eric Kriegstein, Nina Kukar, 
Adam Kushner, Josh Lebewohl, Arah Lewis, Alicia Li, Lorraine Liang, Adam Libove, Scott Libson, Steven Ling, Antonio Lucas Jr., Alan Lue, Peter Mac- 
chia, Michelle Mahlke, Maxim Mayer-Cesiano, Joe McGinn, Aileen McGrath, Anuj Mehta, Leah Miller-Freeman, Caitlin Mooney, Thomas Mosher, Erik 
Moss, Rachel Neuhut, Michael J. Novielli, Jaime Oliver, Ryan O'Malley, Megan O'Neill, Karina Palafox, Rajeev Patel, Sonali Patel, Jeff Peate, David 
Perez, Maor Portnoy, Maureen Powers, Teju Prabhakar, Sridhar Prasad, David Pucik, Johanna Quinn, Mike Ren, Carter Reum, Ryan Reynolds, Dorothy 
Rhodes, Samantha Rodman, Leah Rorvig, Robert Rosen, Mary Rozenman, Christina Ryfa, Margaret Sallay, Andrea Sanders, Jill Santopolo, Rebecca 
Schatzkin, Jennifer Schneider, Lee Schutzman, Robyn Schwartz, Nicholas Seivert, Justin Sellman, Jerry Serowik, Andrew Shannahan, Jacob Shapira, 
Brett Shawn, Catherine (Katie) Sheehy, Albert Shin, Yvette Siegert, Darrell Silver, Tamar Simon, Jessica Slutsky, Andy So, Timothy Solimon, William 
Specht, Liza Steele, Nicole Tartak, James Thompson, Katie Rose Thornton, Katherine Thursby, Gabriel Traupman, Jamal Trotter, Erick Tyrone, Jenica 
Upshaw, Gregory Vaca, Chelsea Walsh, Tyler Ward, Thomas Welch-Horan, Christopher Williams, Geoffrey Williams, Ryan Wilner, Sau Man Maria 
Wong, Kenneth wood, Christina Wright, Megan Yee and Dawn Zimniak. 

PHOTO: JOHN SMOCK 

Jamie and I are delighted to 

announce the birth of our daugh¬ 

ter, Julian Lily. Julian was bom on 

July 22 and weighed in at 7 lbs., 6 

oz. and measured 19Vi inches. The 

whole family is doing well! 

Seth Morris writes, "I left 

Latham & Watkins in San Francis¬ 

co last month and took a job as an 

associate deputy public defender 

in Oakland. I represent the indi¬ 

gent in criminal trials and am hav¬ 

ing a great time doing it. If anyone 

is unemployed and gets picked up 

for petty theft while in town, give 

me a call. Please keep in touch." 

I heard from Dan Wetmore with 

an exciting update: "Kateryna Ra- 

kowsky '00 and I were married on 

April 5 in Sayulita, Mexico. Many 

Columbia friends made the trip to 

Mexico to celebrate with us — or to 

soak up warm sun and drink beers 

by the beach. [See photo.] 

"Kat is an attorney at Latham 

& Watkins in San Francisco, while 

I wrap up a Ph.D. in neuroscience 

down at Stanford. Our officiant, 

Darien Shanske '95, graduated 

from Stanford Law School with Kat 

two years ago and will begin teach¬ 

ing law at UC Hastings this fall. 

"Most of our Columbia wed¬ 

ding guests live on the East Coast. 

Tyler Brody lives in Philadelphia 

with his wife, Megan (Harris) 

Brody '01 Barnard. He practices 

law at Blank Rome, while Megan is 

at PriceWaterhouseCoopers. Chris 

LaRaja works in banking and has 

the most comfortable couch in 

Manhattan. His girlfriend Hanna 

Waldron '01 Barnard is a lawyer in 

Boston. Josh Condon '02 GS works 

in the magazine industry. Brian 

Horan and his girlfriend, Annie 

Maurer, are in their final year at 

NYU law school. Brie Cokos and 

Stu Deamley live in Miami, where 

Stu works in advertising and Brie 

is an environmental consultant. 

Our college roommate, rugby 

teammate and friend Artie Harris 

was sorely missed. 

"[Other classes] also were well- 

represented, with Brendan Colfhurst 

'00, Nate Ela '00, Katherine Dube 

'00 Barnard, Cate Reilly '99 and 

Donald Saelinger '00 in attendance. 

Lex Denysenko '99 rounded out the 

Columbia guests." 

Ronen Landa married Yael Levi 

on June 17 in Israel — the cer¬ 

emony took place on a seaside cliff 

overlooking the Mediterranean. 

"Yael is working toward her M.A. 

in forensic psychology and I am 

writing music for films. The hon¬ 

eymoon was in Thailand (where I 

probably bought too many tradi¬ 

tional musical instruments)." 

Lauren Mahoney (n6e Abra¬ 

ham) and Michael Mahoney 

recently bought a house in Atlanta 

and have been settling in, making 

it their home. "My favorite spot is 

the deck," writes Lauren, "where 

I can sit and relax while surround¬ 

ed by trees. Our dogs, Molly and 

The Dude, love to run around in 

the backyard and continue to en¬ 

tertain us with their antics. Mike 

is enjoying his job in criminal law 

as public defender and is gaining 

a collection of interesting stories 

along with his trial experience." 

Lauren recently changed jobs, 

leaving The Home Depot for a 

management consulting position 

at Unisys. She remains based in 

Atlanta working on projects for 

the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention. They stay con¬ 

nected to Columbia through the 

Columbia Club of Atlanta, of 

which Lauren has become v.p. 

Keep in touch. I'd love to hear 

from all of you! 

Sonia Dandona 

2 Rolling Dr. 

Old Westbury, NY 11568 

sdandonal@aol.com 

Hope everyone enjoyed the summer! 

Sydney Rose married Brett Mi¬ 

chael Chicchilo in Manhattan. She 

is studying for a medical degree 

at Cornell. And I married Aroon 

Hirdaramani in Greece at the end 

of August. 

Please send me your news when 

you have a moment! 

Michael Novielli 

205 W. 103rd St., Apt. 4B 

New York, NY 10025 

mjn29@columbia.edu 

Congratulations: Our class set 

a record for reunion attendance 

with more than 200 attendees over 

the course of the weekend. Raw 

numbers alone cannot convey how 

wonderful it felt to be reunited 

with so many classmates, many of 

whom I had not seen in five years. 

Jon Chow, who recently gradu¬ 

ated from SUNY Downstate Medi¬ 

cal Center and is doing his resi¬ 

dency in pathology at Mount Sinai 

Medical Center, came out to Thurs¬ 

day night's Happy Hour at the 

Park. Andy So, Arah Lewis, James 

Thompson, Eleanor L. Coufos, 

Carter Reum and Alisha Adams 

also were spotted in the crowd. 

Alisha is operations manager for 

Frommer Eye Centers. 

At Friday's night's class dinner 

at Robert Emmett's, Nicole Tartak, 

Amanda Ambrose and Brian 

Cantrell caught up; Nicole was 

surprised at how many people are 

still in New York and keep in touch. 

Amanda, 4 for example, works for 

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher, & 

Flom, commonly known as Skad¬ 

den Arps. Max Mayer-Cesiano also 

is a corporate lawyer at Skadden 

Arps, doing an M&A rotation in 

New York. Erick Tyrone enjoyed 
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Charles London ’02 Gives Voice to Children of War 
By Katherine Reedy '09 Charles London '02 

was sitting in Shapiro 
Hall "watching bad 
television" during his 

junior year, he recalls, when he 
realized what he wanted to do 
with his life. 

"I just got so fed up by the 
images of children we were 
seeing" on television, he ex¬ 
plains, "that l decided there 
had to be more to it than this." 

So London, who goes by 
"Sandy," decided he would 
seek out and tell the stories 
of those who could not speak 
for themselves. He partnered 
with Refugees international, a 
well-known aid agency, for sup¬ 
port and funding, and during 
summer 2001 traveled to refu¬ 
gee camps in Tanzania, on the 
border of Congo and Burundi. 
Then, during winter break of his 
senior year, he visited areas in 
eastern Congo. He was hooked. 

London, now 28, spent the 
next five years recording the 
stories of refugees and child 
soldiers in Africa, Eastern Eu¬ 
rope and Southeast Asia. 

The fruit of his labors, One 
Day the Soldiers Came: Voices 
of Children in War, published in 
2007 by HarperCollins, is an ac¬ 
count of his time spent in some 
of the world's most dangerous 
locations, an outsider's view 
of the bloody conflicts in the 
Congo, Burundi, Rwanda, Sudan, 
Kosovo and Burma that have left 
millions dead or nationless. Of 
the book, United States Ambas¬ 
sador Richard Holbrooke wrote: 
"By taking us into the world of 
innocent children torn apart by 
war, Charles London brings an 
uncomfortable truth to life. This 
book is difficult reading, but at¬ 
tention must be paid." 

From the start of his project, 
London found himself in dan¬ 
gerous — even life-threatening 
— situations. During his senior 
year sojourn to the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, which 
had been torn apart by war 
since 1996, he spent his 22nd 
birthday with the personnel 
of Refugees International "in a 
hotel in a rebel-controlled city 

eating chocolate cake and sing¬ 
ing 'Happy Birthday.'" The next 
day, Mount Nyiragongo, a volca¬ 
no, erupted, and his group fled 
with hundreds of thousands of 
Congolese villagers to Rwanda, 
a country wracked by ethnic 
violence. He recalls the terror 
of the situation, and especially 
the fear and suffering of the 
people around him. "Between 
300,000-500,000 people were 
displaced in a 24-hour period," 
he says. "We got a tiny sense of 
what it was like, to experience 
that rush to get out." 

And in September 2007, 
London visited Burma, having 
previously met with Burmese 
refugees in Thailand for his 
research. While there he wit¬ 
nessed the monk-led uprising 
against the military junta, an 
experience that he described in 
an October 21,2007, essay in 
the "Lives" department of The 
NewYorkTimesMagazine. "I 
had seen the country shown in 
the guidebooks, not the one in 
which people suffer forced la¬ 
bor, torture and rape," he wrote. 

One Day the Soldiers Came 
contains the words of children 
affected by the fighting. For 
London, who had no prior expe¬ 
rience with war or refugees, the 
project was a tremendous chal¬ 
lenge. During his five years of 
research, he says, he "would go 
to a place and hear these sto¬ 
ries and then leave ... I had to 
come back and figure out what 

it all meant. I had to give myself 
an education in child psychol¬ 
ogy, and international conflict, 
and irregular warfare." He stops 
and then adds with character¬ 
istic humor, "l was really cheery 
to be around at a party." 

London, who lives in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, with his part¬ 
ner, Tim, and his dog, says that 
more than anything, he loves to 
write and tell stories. In One Day 
the Soldiers Came, he says he 
tried to "take people on a jour¬ 
ney. I'm not trying to traumatize 
anyone, but to give people a 
chance to know these children, 
which they wouldn't otherwise 
be able to experience." 

London says his experiences 
at Columbia helped him figure 
out how he wanted to spend 
his years after college. 

As a first-year, he won the 
Rolling Stone College Journalism 
Award for an article he wrote for 
The Blue and White magazine 
about campus activism — which, 
in the late '90s, was at a low 
point on Columbia's campus. The 
prize led to an internship at Roll¬ 
ing Stone during his sophomore 
year and the following summer, 
during which he worked nearly 
full-time at the magazine. 

"I was out following what 
Britney [Spears] was up to, 
which may be related to my 
feeling I needed to do some¬ 
thing more meaningful," he says. 

London majored in philoso¬ 
phy and also took courses in 

the creative writing program. As 
publisher of The Blue and White 
and a leader of the King's Crown 
Theater Company, he was active 
in the artistic side of campus 
life. He credits Leslie Woodard, 
a professor in the writing pro¬ 
gram who now teaches at Yale, 
with pushing him to improve his 
prose and storytelling, and says 
that a course taught by Joseph 
Slaughter on human rights in 
short stories put his experiences 
into perspective. 

"Just days before [class] 
l had been in the eastern 
Congo," he says. "I got a little 
arrogant about it. It took me a 
while to be humbled again in 
that academic setting." 

Since his inspirational mo¬ 
ment in Shapiro Hall, there 
has hardly been a pause in 
the frenetic pace of London's 
life. He supported his New 
York "home base" by working 
as an assistant at a theater 
company, as an after-school 
program coordinator and as a 
B-movie script reader and edi¬ 
tor for Focus Films in between 
research trips for the book. A 
stint working at the New York 
Public Libraries led London to 
consider a career as a librar¬ 
ian, for which he has nearly 
completed a master's in library 
and information science at the 
Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. 

With the success of his first 
book, London has put library 
studies aside for the time being 
to live his dream of being a pro¬ 
fessional writer. His next book 
will explore the dynamics of 
Jewish communities that thrive 
in unusual and unlikely places. 
So far, that project has led him 
to rural Berkley, Va., where he 
says he "went bowling with an 
Orthodox rabbi," and by the end 
of 2008 he expects it will take 
him to Uganda and Iran. 

Katherine Reedy '09, from 
Buffalo, N. Y„ is the managing 
editor of The Blue and White, 
Columbia's monthly under¬ 
graduate magazine (www. 
bwog.net). This is her first ar¬ 
ticle for CCT. 

Charles London '02 has traveled the world gathering stories of the 
children of war. 
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the evening with the company of 

Tailisha Gonzalez, Marva Brown, 

Anthony Faciane, Kwamena 

Aidoo and Katori Hall, who was 

sporting a stylish straw hat. 

Saturday evening's class dinner, 

wine tasting and Starlight Recep¬ 

tion brought us all back to campus; 

the class dinner, which took place 

in a tent on South Field, reminded 

those in attendance of our senior 

class dinner in the same spot five 

years ago. Tamar Simon caught 

up with Rob Rosen, Jessica Be- 

renyi, Leah Rorvig, Leah Miller- 

Freeman, Christina Wright and 

Kate Thursby. Also in attendance 

were Peter Macchia, who is teach¬ 

ing at Farmingdale H.S. on Long 

Island; Amba Datta, who is a law 

student at the University of Minne¬ 

sota and worked this summer for 

Dickstein Shapiro in Washington, 

D.C.; Ashley Homer, who recently 

graduated from Stanford Graduate 

School of Business; Jill Santopolo, 

who is a senior editor at Laura 

Geringer Books, for HarperCollins 

Children's Books; and Justin Sell- 

man, who launched his own cloth¬ 

ing line. Recession Rags. 

In other news, Beril Tari writes, 

"I have been living in London 

since graduating and am a con¬ 

sultant for IBM GBS. I became 

engaged to Darren Becker this 

summer and am getting married 

in summer 2009.1 have also just 

learnt to drive, so am terrorizing 

NW London with my poor park¬ 

ing. If anyone is visiting London 

sometime soon and wants to meet 

up, I can be contacted at btll5@ 

columbia.edu." 

William Kaplowitz writes, 

"Three weeks after graduation, I 

married Rachel Slutsky '03 Barnard 

in her hometown of Chicago. Many 

of our Columbia and Barnard 

friends were in attendance, and we 

took a special pleasure in provid¬ 

ing a reason for many of them to 

visit the Midwest for the first time! 

We then spent a challenging and 

educational year in Jerusalem at the 

height of the second intifada. 

"We returned to the United 

States, and to my home state of 

Michigan, for me to attend law 

school at the University of Michi¬ 

gan. Along the way, three years 

turned into four as I decided I'd 

also pursue a master's in urban 

planning and Rachel a master's in 

social work. But the most exciting 

thing to happen to us was the birth 

of our daughter, Devorah Bracha, 

this past January. This August we 

moved to Chicago, where I'll be 

working as a staff law clerk for the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th 

Circuit and then at the law firm of 

Jenner & Block." 

Loraine Wu is doing her resi¬ 

dency in radiology at Long Island 

Jewish; she finished her M.B.A. 

and M.D. in just four years at Tufts. 

Rohit Puskoor graduated from 

Baylor College of Medicine in 

Houston on May 20 with an M.D. 

(close friend Adrienne Sockwell 

'03 GS was in attendance, cheer¬ 

ing very loudly) and started his 

residency in internal medicine at 

Vanderbilt University Medical 

Center in Nashville on July 1. He's 

hoping to sub-sub-specialize in 

interventional cardiology and will 

do research with the cardiac stem 

cell group at Vanderbilt. 
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CC '04! I hope that this edition of 

Class Notes finds you well. As 

always, please don't be shy submit¬ 

ting updates. I find it hard to believe 

it's been more than four years since 

we graduated, but the shift in sub¬ 

missions from new jobs/graduate 

school to weddings/births supports 

the point. 

On the wedding front, congratu¬ 

lations to Annie Pfeifer and Amir 

Motamedi, who were married in 

late June in a beautiful ceremony in 

Vancouver. The wedding was at¬ 

tended by a multitude of CC '04ers 

including Katrina Rouse and Kel¬ 

ly Swanston, who will be return¬ 

ing to their final year at law school 

at Stanford and Boston University 

respectively. Also in attendance 

were Jax Russo, Alex Magness 

and Hope Glassberg, all of whom 

live in New York. Topping off the 

Columbia alums in attendance was 

Tess Vigil, who is working in Los 

Angeles after completing Teach for 

America tenure. 

In other wedding news, con¬ 

grats to Sarah Nobles and Daniel 

Kraft on their late June marriage. 

Rounding out the wedding news, 

congrats to Catherine Spence and 

Zach Silverzweig '05, who were 

married in a beautiful ceremony at 

the Sundance resort in Utah. The 

wedding was attended by Faerlie 

Wilson, Justin Krane, Lisa Wright, 

Jenn Chu '04E, Scott Linthorst '04E, 

Justin Saechee '04E, Chaue Shen 

'04E and Luke Donatelli. 

In non-wedding related news. 

Sue Altman '05 recently completed 

the HealthNet Triathlon, an Olym¬ 

pic Distance race. She finished 

third in her age group, which is not 

bad at all considering it was her 

first triathlon. Meanwhile, Jeehae 

Yoon will attend Harvard Business 

School, Anna Fang will go to Stan¬ 

ford Business School and Patrick 

O'Grady will attend the Business 

School in the fall. 

Sophia Beal shares, "Anna Bul- 

brook is in the Los Angeles-based 

band. The Airborne Toxic Event 

(www.myspace.com/ theairbome 

toxicevent), which played on Late 
Night zoith Cornn O'Brien in August. 

She plays the electric viola among 

other instruments. They recently 

signed a record deal with Major- 

domo, and put out their first album 

in August. Also, Nuria Net is co¬ 

founder of Remezcla (wwwrem 

ezcla.com), a network of bilingual 

sites showcasing cutting-edge local 

Latino and Latin American cultures. 

Remezda.com has established itself 

as the premier source for local and 

international trends in Latin music, 

visual arts, film, nightlife and current 

events in New York, Chicago, Mi¬ 

ami, Los Angeles and San Frandsco. 

Meanwhile, I'm a Ph.D. candidate 

at Brown in my fourth year in the 

Department of Portuguese and 

Brazilian Studies. I teach Brazilian 

literature and Portuguese language 

courses." 

Congrats to Abigail Druck 

Shudof sky and her husband, 

Aryeh, who had their first child 

on May 11 (Mother's Day!), a son, 

Adiv Noam. 

Peter Kang 

20515th St., Apt. 5 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

peter.kang@gmail.com 

In June, I had the pleasure of at¬ 

tending the wedding of Jina Suh 

and Jeremy Im. The wedding took 

place at a beautiful glass chapel 

with ocean views in Rancho Palos 

Verdes, about 40 minutes outside 

of Los Angeles. The couple, who 

met at Microsoft, where they 

work, flew from Seattle to host 

the wedding. Columbia alums in 

attendance were Naeun Rim '04, 

Melanie Lee, John Jung '06, D.J. 

Park '06, Israel Jung '07E and Karl 

Ramas '04. Congratulations to Jina 

and Jeremy! 

Amanda Ramsdell writes: "I 

finished the Peace Corps in Kenya 

in December (where I taught high 

school chemistry), then worked in 

oral cancer research at the National 

Institutes of Health in the spring 

and traveled through Spain before 

starting at P&S in August." 

Evette Stair, who finished her 

first year of law school at Vander¬ 

bilt, spent the first half of summer 

in Europe (mostly in Venice) taking 

classes and then headed back to 

New York to work at a small law 

firm. She also reports: "Nicole 

Hirsch is heading to Harvard to 

pursue a graduate degree, and Ni¬ 

gel Rawlins is heading to Emory 

Law in the fall." 

Amy (Stevens) DeBruhl, who 

settled back in Anchorage, Alaska, 

after graduation and was pro¬ 

moted in January to development 

manager for Food Bank of Alaska, 

celebrated her first wedding an¬ 

niversary in August. She also 

enjoyed summer in Alaska "as it is 

meant to be: camping, fishing and 

late-night bike rides in the Mid¬ 

night Sim." Amy reports that her 

former roommate, Audrey Chan 

Slover '04, celebrated her wedding 

anniversary in August as well. 

Matt Lippert, who recently 

graduated from NYU School of 

Law, took the New York and New 

Jersey bar exams in July and will 

start work at Sullivan & Cromwell 

in the fall. Dan Binder, who earned 

his M.Div. from Yale in May, is in 

Houston, where he is a member 

of the religion faculty at Episcopal 

H.S. Yuma Terada, who had been 

working at a hedge fund in Lon¬ 

don, will be in Hong Kong starting 

in September. 

Rounding out this edition of 

Class Notes is Alexis Aquino, who 

was busy this past summer pitch¬ 

ing a cooking show to television 

networks. Alexis writes: "I also am 

working on completing my cook¬ 

book and looking for a publisher. 

Big Tings Agwaan! (as they say in 

Jamaica)." 

Best of luck to everyone starting 

new classes, jobs or settling down 

in new places — let us know how 

things go! 

Michelle Oh 

11 Heaton Ct. 

Closter, NJ 07624 

mo2057@columbia.edu 

Samuel Schon received his M.Sc. 

in geological sciences from Brown 

in May. He remains at Brown as a 

graduate student in the planetary 

geosciences research group. Thes¬ 

saly La Force recently started work¬ 

ing at The New Yorker. She lives in 

the East Village with her boyfriend 

and two kittens. After two years 

haunting the halls of Congress, 

Brian Wagner has headed in the 

general geographic direction of The 

White House (though not going 

any closer till 2009) to be manager 

of government relations and public 

policy for eHealth Initiative, a non¬ 

profit health information technol¬ 

ogy organization. He continues to 

spend more time than is healthy 

for him reliving the glory days of 

Columbia with Sean Wilkes, while 

enjoying fine cigars and Scotch. 

Emily Ross also works in D.C. but 

recently switched jobs. She now is 

a part of the Democratic Senatorial 

Campaign Committee as its direc¬ 

tor of Senate services. She writes, 
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For Composer Nico Muhly ’03,1 + 1 = Success 
By Maryam Parhizkar '09 

At 27, Nico Muhly '03, '04 Julliard has established himself as a composer in the 
classical music world and beyond, with influences ranging from Renaissance 
composers to YouTube videos. 

PHOTO: COURTESY OF SAMANTHA WEST 

Being a successful 
composer today 
can be difficult. 
In a New Yorker 

article published in 2004, 
music critic Alex Ross 
observed the newest gen¬ 
eration of composers and 
their admiration for their 
predecessors: "Sooner or 
later, they come up against 
the disappointing realiza¬ 
tion that modern American 
culture has no space for a 
composer hero," he writes. 
By the end of the piece, 
however, he turns to the 
promise of Nico Muhly '03, 
'04 Juilliard, at the time a 
first-year graduate student 
at Juilliard, saying that per¬ 
haps the composers from 
the new generation "might 
be able to turn the classical 
critics into fools." 

Muhly's long list of projects 
seems to have fulfilled Ross' 
claim four years ago that the 
young composer was "poised 
for a major career." in February, 
Muhly was again mentioned 
in The New Yorker — this time 
in a feature by Rebecca Mead, 
"Eerily Composed," which de¬ 
scribes him as one of today's 
foremost young composers. 
Since graduating from the Col¬ 
lege, the 27-year-old, Rhode 
Island-raised composer has 
premiered works with the 
Juilliard Orchestra, American 
Ballet Theater, American Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra and Boston 
Pops, to name a few. 

At the time that Muhly was 
contacted for an interview, he 
was a few days away from a 
trip to Iceland; he answered 
the questions while in Hol¬ 
land, preparing to conduct a 
baroque orchestra. Meanwhile, 
he keeps his day job as an as¬ 
sistant feeding scores into a 
computer for Philip Glass. 

Muhly began working for 
Glass as an undergraduate, ar¬ 
ranging parts of the film score 
for director Stephen Daldry's 
The Hours. Now, Muhly has 
been hired to score Daldry's 
newest film. The Reader (due 

in December). He also is writ¬ 
ing a ballet with Benjamin 
Millepied for the Paris Opera in 
September for two trombones, 
electronics and piano, and has 
been commissioned by the 
Metropolitan Opera and Lin¬ 
coln Center to write an opera. 

Muhly has enjoyed equal 
success experimenting with 
artists from other genres, in¬ 
cluding Bjork, Antony Hegarty 
of Antony and the Johnsons, 
folk singer Sam Amidon and 
visual artist Shoplifter. Icelan¬ 
dic musician Valgeir Sigurdsson 
signed him onto his Bedroom 
Community label, which in¬ 
cludes his most recent album, 
Mothertongue, and a collection 
of chamber works, Speaks Vol¬ 
umes (2007). 

Part of the unconventional 
aspect of Muhly's music comes 
from his influences, which range 
from Renaissance composers 
Thomas Tallis and Thomas 
Weelkes to the 20th century's 
Benjamin Britten, alongside 
the writings of Roland Barthes 
— and YouTube videos. "It just 
turns up," he says of his influ¬ 
ences. "It's part of the texture 
of the things that I put into my 
body and therefore it reemerges 
on the other side. My music is, 
as a big project, about teasing 
emotion out of repetition and 

finding the patterns that govern 
emotion. It sounds sort of grand 
but in fact it's quite simple, be¬ 
cause anything can be narrativ- 
ized for me." 

For Muhly, the idea of "nar- 
rativizing" — that is, unfolding a 
narrative through his music — 
comes from University Profes¬ 
sor Gayatri Spivak's "Narratives 
for Life" course, which he took 
at the College. "One of the most 
mind-blowing things she said 
was, 'l can narrativize "1+1,"' 
which, for me, was this amazing 
moment. One of Philip Glass' 
first 'mature' pieces of music is 
called '1+1' for amplified table- 
top, and it's essentially these 
little patterns that build up from 
the simplest little cell. It's sort 
of the ground zero for the kind 
of rhythmic development l use 
in my music," Muhly says. 

Muhly started playing the 
piano at 8 and sang in a boys' 
choir in Providence, R.l. "While 
l wasn't the most inspired pia¬ 
nist, at a certain point, doing 
the singing as well as the piano 
clicked suddenly, and I got re¬ 
ally good, really fast." While 
Muhly knew that he wanted to 
study composition seriously, 
he was "a little freaked out" 
by the thought of only going to 
conservatory, so he applied to 
and was accepted into the Co- 

lumbia-Juilliard dual degree 
program, through which he 
studied English and compo¬ 
sition (as a student of com¬ 
posers Christopher Rouse 
and John Corigliano '59). 
The highly selective pro¬ 
gram allows exceptionally 
talented students to pursue 
a full-time education at 
Columbia while continuing 
music studies at the Juil¬ 
liard School, and gives them 
the option of completing a 
B.A., and a master's in mu¬ 
sic, in five years. 

"Being able to attend 
both schools allowed me to 
directly let reading/writing 
influence writing music," 
Muhly says. "I took a lot of 
history and literary criticism 
classes that I found to be 
unexpectedly influential, 

specifically, a history of mod¬ 
ern India with Ritu Birla '87, 
who sort of abstractly and 
casually introduced me to all 
kinds of techniques of making 
paths through historical narra¬ 
tive that l still use when think¬ 
ing about how to let time un¬ 
fold in music. I also was lucky 
enough to take a class with 
Professor [Edward] Said just 
before he died, which was a 
history of the novel, and a very 
aggressively traditional history 
at that; it was amazing." 

Muhly's experience as a 
Columbia student also allowed 
him to go beyond making 
friendships solely with musi¬ 
cians, which he credits as part 
of his success. "For me, being 
surrounded by a community 
of composers is great, and 
necessary. But at the end of 
the day, I'm happiest when l 
can engage in somebody else's 
genre." 

Read more at www.nicomuhly. 
com. 

Maryam Parhizkar '09 is a 
Houstonian, violist, new music 
enthusiast and English major. 
She contributes to CCT and 
The Blue and White, Columbia's 
monthly undergraduate maga¬ 
zine (www.bwog.net). 
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"It is a fantastic time to be involved 

with campaign life again, and I am 

really looking forward to what No¬ 

vember will bring." Jessica Chan is 

excited to be returning to New York 

City, and Columbia, to pursue her 

M.B.A. at the Business School, after 

a year spent working and living in 

Hong Kong. Sophea Chau is the 

Columbia College Young Alumni 

Regional Chair for Boston this year. 

David D. Chait 

[t/J 41 W. 24th St., Apt. 3R 

mddm New York, NY 10010 

ddc2106@columbia.edu 

I hope that everyone had a great 

summer! Here are some exciting 

updates from our classmates. 

Wedding bells are in the air. 

Michelle Shenker '10L and Re- 

uven Garrett '09 were married this 

spring. Eric Bondarsky was mar¬ 

ried to Nina Cohen '09 Barnard on 

July 6 in Lawrence, N.Y. 

Sharon Chin writes, "Diana 

Arnold '07E was married on May 

31 to Paul Miller. Bridesmaids 

included Kristin Olsen '07E and 

Laura Berghoff. Wedding at¬ 

tendees included Sharon Chin, 

Whitney Wilson, Susan Cheng, 

Brian Salfas, Kelly Beers '07E, Igor 

Zelenberg '07E, Pam Young '07E 

and Alison O'Neil '07E. The couple 

had been dating for more than five 

years, and everyone had a blast 

seeing them tie the knot." 

John Schneider shares, "I re¬ 

cently got engaged to my longtime 

girlfriend, Stephanie Pahler '06 Bar¬ 

nard. I will also be starting graduate 

school in structural geology at the 

University of Wisconsin, so we will 

be moving to Madison shortly." 

Congratulations to you all! 

James Williams is traveling to 

the Northern Capital of the Middle 

Kingdom with Avi Zenilman, 

Izumi Devalier, Phil Saran, Jerone 

Hsu, Ping Song, Nishant Dixit 

and Abhi Vattikuti '08E to fence 

and eat interesting food. James was 

a member of the 2008 U.S. Olympic 

Fencing team — congrats, James! 

He shares, "I'll be done with my 

master's program in Slavic cultures 

at Columbia this coming May, so 

please help me find a job." 

Jordy Lievers spent the summer 

in Skagway, a town in southeast 

Alaska, doing musical theater dur¬ 

ing working hours and mountain 

climbing, kayaking and sampling 

all the local brews in her spare 

time. She'll be back in the city in 

October to finish training for her 

first New York City Marathon. 

Evann Smith finished a master's 

of social science at the University 

of Chicago. She writes, "In May I 

received the Boren Fellowship and 

with its funding I'll be headed to 

Egypt for the full year starting in 

September. Should be a good time. 

Hopefully when I return in June '09 

I'll be headed for a Ph.D." 

Colleen Myers shares, "I gradu¬ 

ated from Harvard's Graduate 

School of Education on June 5 with 

a master's in arts education. It felt 

really strange to be going through 

Commencement again only a year 

after leaving Columbia, and I really 

missed the light blue robes! I've 

decided not to go into teaching; 

instead. I'm a production editor for 

Wiley-Blackwell publications, and 

in my spare time I'm developing a 

Web site that uses audio and video 

resources to help students read 

Shakespeare's plays." Tricia Ebner 

finished her first year at the Har¬ 

vard Graduate School of Design. 

Xavier Vanegas writes, "The 

USC School of Cinematic Arts ad¬ 

mitted me to the Peter Stark Pro¬ 

ducing Program. I start classes in 

the fall and wrap up the M.F.A. in 

spring 2010.1 was in the city for a 

month beginning July 13, after I left 

DreamWorks to make a short film 

with Evan Muehlbauer that cen¬ 

ters on gentrification in Brooklyn." 

Isaac Schwartz, Nicholas 

DiCarlo, Sudy Majd and George 

Olive '08 recently road-tripped 

from St. Louis through Springfield, 

Mo. to Ponca, Ark., to go hiking 

and canoeing. They met Edward 

Fox, Glenn Cunningham '07E, 

Greg Morss '07E, Puja Modi, Jenny 

Cohen and Hilary Petee for a great 

weekend at Bonnaroo Music Festi¬ 

val in Manchester, Tenn. 

Monica Cuevas recently was 

hired at MDRC, a social and public 

policy research organization in 

midtown Manhattan. She assists 

with site work and report coordi¬ 

nation for the Young Adults and 

Postsecondary Education policy 

area... and loves her job! She is 

thankful for her "Columbia experi¬ 

ence and Godly guidance for mak¬ 

ing this possible." 

Kasia Nikhamina was pro¬ 

moted to bureau administrator in 

the Manhattan District Attorney's 

Rackets Bureau. Of course, she still 

offers rooms with a view at http: / / 

themayorshotel.blogspot.com. 

Anna German recently moved 

to Union Square and works at Two 

Sigma Investments, a hedge fund 

in SoHo. 

Food. Food. Food. In addition 

to our normal Class Notes, to 

spice things up, I asked members 

of our class what their favorite 

campus eatery was. Here's what 

people had to say: 

Kasia Nikhamina loved 

Koronet and thinks "Crepes on 

Columbus is the best." Leni Babb 

loves a whole wheat bagel toasted 

with scallion tofu at Columbia Hot 

Bagels [now closed] or penne with 

basil and mozzarella at Deluxe. 

Karen Giangreco writes, "Lo 

mein at Ollie's: flavorful, plentiful 

and cheap." 

Tricia Ebner shares, "Nothing 

cured a hangover better than chips 

and salsa and a burrito at The 

Heights. Natalia Premovic and I 

were there all too often." 

Nishant Dixit asks, "How 

can you top the 109th Deli Spicy 

Special?" Rid Dasgupta, a fan of 

Tokyo Pop, shares his favorite roll 

— Chef Nakayama Spike Roll King 

Crab. Sonya Thomas is a fan of the 

crispy tofu mango noodle salad at 

Caffe Swish. 

David Donner Chait, Avi Zvi 

Zenilman and Andrew Richard 

Russeth are all strong advocates of 

a delicacy at Hamilton Deli known 

as the ABC Special. This glori¬ 

ous sandwich combines grilled 

cheese and chicken salad, but can't 

be found on the menu. Andrew 

shares, "I got one on my way home 

from school [teaching] just the 

other day." WikiCU calls this trea¬ 

sure "fattalicious." 

Xavier Vanegas recommends 

the "penne Pisticci" — "the de¬ 

lightful tomato sauce and the deli¬ 

cate amount of truffle oil makes for 

strong vegetarian fare. Cafe Pisticci 

consistently acted as a distant but- 

not-too-far dining haven from 

studies at Columbia." 

Isaac Schwartz's favorite Colum¬ 

bia restaurant is Max SoHa. "The 

only drawback to this absolute 

delight is having to lug your over¬ 

stuffed, all-too-contented belly back 

up the long Amsterdam hill after eat¬ 

ing. This task, however, is quite easi¬ 

er with a pal to lean on and grumble 

with." Anna German also loves Max 

SoHa — "hands down the best lasa- 

gna I've had in the world." 

Mmmmmmmm. All sound deli¬ 

cious. 

Keep those submissions coming! 

NedaNavab 

I |Kj 53 Saratoga Dr. 

■ii4 Jericho, NY 11753 

nn2126@columbia.edu 

For many of us in the Class of 2008, 

this September arrives unlike any 

September we have experienced 

for the past four years, or even 

Kasia Nikhamina '07 was promoted to bureau 

administrator in the Manhattan District Attorney's 

Rackets Bureau. 

perhaps the past 18 years. There 

are no overpriced textbooks to buy, 

no add/drop forms to forge and no 

boxes to unpack. This September 

brings our class fresh experiences 

from around the world. 

Anubha Agarwal is heading to 

work in the Millennium Villages 

in Pampaida, Nigeria, for the next 

couple of months. She'll be back 

to interview for medical schools 

in the fall and then will return to 

work in another Millennium Vil¬ 

lage in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Ari Freisinger is departing for 

Oxford, where he will study for 

a master's in economic history 

as the recipient of the Jarvis and 

Constance Doctorow Fellowship. 

This summer's activities of catch¬ 

ing up with old friends, spending 

quality time with family and re¬ 

acclimating himself to the outdoors 

of Northern California left him 

refreshed and ready to take on his 

master's program, after which he 

will be returning to New York to 

begin work in investment banking. 

Christine D. Han will be a 

teaching fellow at Peking Uni¬ 

versity's new School of Transna¬ 

tional Law in Shenzhen, China. "If 

anyone's in the Hong Kong area, 

please contact me!" 

"In addition to professionally 

missing Columbia (if only it were a 

real job)," Dan Free spent this sum¬ 

mer working for Endurance Ser¬ 

vices as its corporate legal intern 

for the second consecutive sum¬ 

mer. At the beginning of August he 

left the U.S. legal world for Japan, 

where he began working with the 

ministry of foreign affairs for a 

minimum of one year. Dan is ex¬ 

cited about improving his Japanese 

skills while getting the opportunity 

to experience a different culture. 

One of his tasks is to teach English, 

about which he admits he is ner¬ 

vous and looking forward to at the 

same time. Afterward, Dan hopes 

to return to Columbia and pursue 

a joint J.D. /M.I.A with SIPA. Lastly, 

he wants all the Columbia Lions 

out there to know that if they are in 

Nara, Japan, they have a place to 

stay, as well as a tour guide! 

Andrew Ness stayed on cam¬ 

pus to continue his work with the 

Department of Public Safety. "I 

moved into the operations assistant 

position and directly assisted the 

director of operations, Jose Ro¬ 

sado." On August 1 Andrew began 

work as a paralegal at Joseph & 

Herzfeld, a small employee rights 

law firm based in Manhattan. He 

lives in the city with Katharine 

Head and Kendra Johanson. 

Farah Mohammed is moving to 

the East Village and hopes to pur¬ 

sue a career in wealth management 

and private banking. She will con¬ 

tinue her hobby of bellydancing 

and "hopefully start performing in 
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my spare time." She is excited to be 

living in NYC after graduation and 

is looking forward to keeping in 

touch with classmates. 

Amanda Rosencrans is a clinical 

research coordinator in the nephrol¬ 

ogy division at Mount Sinai Hospi¬ 

tal. She hopes to get in a little vaca¬ 

tion time and couldn't wait to move 

into her New York City apartment. 

Jonathan Walton spent the sum¬ 

mer finalizing production of his 

third book, due for release in Sep¬ 

tember. Along with that, "driven by 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ," Jonathan 

is partnering with World Vision, In- 

terVarsity Christian Fellowship, and 

New York Faith and Justice as a poet, 

speaker and advocate for exploited 

children around the world. 

Liz Grefrath is employed by 

the Columbia University Oral His¬ 

tory Research Office, where she 

recently managed the 2008 Summer 

Institute "Oral History, Advocacy 

and the Law." She also is working 

on several projects at the Alliance 

for the Arts, a New York City arts 

advocacy organization. She is work¬ 

ing with Sarah Wansley, Peter Strait 

'07 and David Gerson to produce 

Darragh Martin's new play. The 
Disappearance of Jonah, at the Wash¬ 

ington, D.C., and New York City 

International Fringe Festivals in July 

and August. She will hopefully be 

moving back into the city from her 

New Jersey home with her senior 

year roommate, Danielle Wilmot. 

Christopher Tortoriello started 

as a junior analyst at McKinsey 

in New York City in the firm's 

investment office. He is perform¬ 

ing research on new investment 

opportunities for McKinsey's 

retirement plans, largely in hedge 

funds. Chris adds that the most re¬ 

warding part of his job is "working 

to make sure that the worldwide 

employees of McKinsey will retire 

in a financially secure state." 

After graduation, Amy Krakauer 

spent three weeks in Europe with 

her younger brother, who will 

attend Cornell in the fall. "My 

Columbia experience prepared 

me well to really appreciate all the 

classic artwork, architecture, his¬ 

tory and of course the milk strike in 

Germany and multiple train strikes 

in France." Next year she will be the 

men's and women's assistant swim 

coach at Colgate, in Hamilton, N.Y. 

"I am a little nervous about adjust¬ 

ing to small town life after spending 

four years in NYC," she says. 

As always, please send any notes 

you would like to share with the 

Letters 
(Continuedfrom page 3) 

he announced le disque prochain, Le 
Bob Dylan Insouciant. Insouciant: an 

ad-libbed counterpart for freewheel¬ 

in'! Marty, Bob Papper '69, '70J and I 

roared our approval as Bob returned 

to the bridge table. 

During the strike we often were 

reviled by the factions, and Bob would 

instruct us how to tell that we were 

succeeding in evenhanded reporting: 

"As long as they attack us equally, we 

know we're reporting fairly," he said. 

The events of Spring '68 shone 

bright lights on many individuals 

at Columbia. Marty Nussbaum 

and Bob Siegel managed a student- 

staffed radio station and created 

award-winning team coverage 

within it. Frankly, they were heroes. 

Roger Jay 71 
Hampstead, QC, Canada 

A True Gentleman 
As happy as I was to see Maryam 

Parhizkar '09's wonderful piece on 

Pablo Medina's and my new trans¬ 

lation of Garcia Lorca's Poet in New 
York (Bookshelf, May /June), I found 

myself saddened by the news of 

Charles Robespierre O'Malley '44's 

death (yes, that was his middle 

name). I was one of the many Co¬ 

lumbia students who was fortunate 

to work in the Columbia Scholastic 

Press Association offices while at 

the College (in fact, I was a CSPA Jo¬ 

seph Murphy Scholar, which meant 

four years of full-paid tuition and 

a 20-hour-a-week job, which didn't 

help with all the other things one 

wanted to do as an undergradu¬ 

ate but meant Columbia was there 

for me). I remember once having 

lunch with my father, who had met 

Mr. O'Malley (we only called him 

Chuck behind his bade), and my 

father described him as "one of the 

last real gentlemen." There was an 

elegance and gradousness about 

him, a sense of dignity and purpose 

even on the days when he came 

racing into the office telling us how 

he'd "woken up in a cold sweat" 

because a certain letter (he always 

typed his own) hadn't gone out. 

He was a true gentleman. Rest 

in peace, CRO. 
Mark Statman '80 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

What Goes Around... 
It was Columbia that got me into radio 

at WKCR. It was radio that got me 

to the Olympics, and the Olympics 

that got me to Korea in 1988. It was in 

Korea that I bought and sent home a 

traditional musical instrument called 

a kayageum (Korean zither) for my 

musician wife's birthday. It is CNBC 

(where colleagues and former col¬ 

leagues indude David Friend '77, 

John Metaxas '80, Jonathan Wald '87 

and Wally Griffith '84) that gave me 

the largesse to allow me to donate the 

kayageum in my late wife's memory to 

the Columbia music department 

Columbia never left me, and, I 

guess, I never really left Columbia. 

Andrew Fisher IV '65 
Denville, N.J. 

a 

Christine D. Han '08 will be a teaching fellow at 

Peking University's new School of Transnational 

Law in Shenzhen, China. 

Alumni 
Corner 
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and wise leadership can accom¬ 

plish. In New York, prosperity 

is apparent everywhere in the 

crowds thronging the streets 

day and night, in the renovated 

museums and hundreds of new 

hotels, restaurants, bars and clubs. 

Momingside Heights has reat¬ 

tained most of its former glory 

present in my grandparents' era; 

Broadway is lined with outdoor 

cafes, upscale grocery stores and 

restaurants, with nary a trace of 

the staple delis or restaurants save 

V&T, tire Hungarian Pastry Shop 

and Symposium. 

At orientation, the campus 

was festooned with banners, bal¬ 

loons and tents, with constant 

music and swarms of yellow- 

shirted students attending to the 

incoming students' every need. 

Freshman week was organized 

into a series of hikes, trips, meals, 

parties and meetings, even with 

sensitivity training aimed at alle¬ 

viating parental separation anxi¬ 

ety. Although we are yet again 

involved in an unpopular foreign 

war, protests were not seen, and 

were only in evidence in a few 

thumbnail pictures in Spectator 
depicting a local rally. 

Initial registration was over 

in a manner of seconds, and with 

keys in hand, we headed toward 

Carman, past the glass-enclosed 

Lerner Hall. Walking in Carman, 

I was overwhelmed with a sense 

of purpose, drive, efficiency and 

energy rare in the late 1960s. 

More women were in evidence in 

my first minute in Carman than I 

had seen in my two years living 

there, with the promise of achiev¬ 

ing a harmonious and natural¬ 

istic coexistence with their male 

classmates unheard of in 1968. 

The student body also is far more 

diverse, with perhaps the greatest 

change in the number of Asians 

and Asian-Americans, formerly 

scarcely in evidence. In particu¬ 

lar, Korean and Korean-American 

students, almost nonexistent in 

the late 1960s, seemed particu¬ 

larly abundant, of particular sig¬ 

nificance given my wife's Korean 

heritage. Indeed, the unusually 

muted reception that my wife 

received at a local Korean restau¬ 

rant confirms the considerable 

Korean and Korean-American 

presence on campus. 

We moved Genevieve into her 

room, with the same southern 

view and Beta across the street, 

that I had viewed as a freshman. 

Computers, formerly IBM main¬ 

frames buried in the bowels of the 

Engineering School, were in every 

backpack. A "legacy lunch" and 

outdoor convocation punctuated 

by eloquent speeches cemented 

my impressions that Columbia is 

now the finest college in the great¬ 

est city in the country. 

Returning the next day, we 

breakfasted at another legacy, 

Tom's, preserved perhaps due 

to its Seinfeld fame. When asked 

what I would like to accompany 

my eggs, thd waitress, appar¬ 

ently on cue,^sked, "Vaht kind 

bread you vant?" with intona¬ 

tion and accent so uncanny as to 

make my daughter blush. The 

baton had been passed; it was 

now up to Genevieve to continue 

the tradition. cn 

Dr. Jonathan D. Kaunitz '72, '76 

P&S is a professor of medicine at the 
UCLA David Geffen School of Medi¬ 
cine and divides his time between 
clinical activities at the VA hospital 
and running a basic research labora¬ 
tory. He is married to Christine Lee 
Kaunitz, RN, and has two children, 
Justin and Genevieve 'll. 
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Alumni Corner 

Orientation: A Look Back by a Parent Alumnus 
By Dr. Jonathan D. Kaunitz '72, '76 P&S In 1968,1 was not of sufficient ma¬ 

turity to have been able to imag¬ 

ine that nearly 40 years hence I 

would be helping my daughter 

move into nearly the same dormi¬ 

tory room that I occupied during my 

freshman year. 

My daughter Genevieve 'll's accep¬ 

tance to Columbia began my family's 

fourth generation of Columbia students, 

which started with my grandmother, 

Ruth Moss '02 Barnard. My father, Paul 

'33, often told us of his being thrown 

into a mud puddle in South Field by a 

gang of upperclassmen who apparently 

objected to his young age (then 14) and 

then-diminutive stature. 

My freshman week experience was 

marked by a different type of assault. 

My early impressions of Columbia were 

of a genteel existence, characterized by 

blue beanies, tweed jackets, pipe smok¬ 

ing and leather armchairs. These notions radically changed as 

Convocation approached, with the New Yorker running a cartoon 

in spring 1968 depicting dismayed parents holding up a college ac¬ 

ceptance letter over the caption "Columbia — what will the neigh¬ 

bors think?" That year was the most tumultuous in the second half 

of the 20th century, marked by the assassinations of Martin Luther 

King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy, widespread rioting and social up¬ 

heaval. Columbia played a prominent part with its protests, sit-ins 

and mass arrests in the spring. 

Coming from a small Vermont boarding school, Columbia, in 

the wake of such unrest, and the deteriorated state of Morning- 

side Heights, presented a huge challenge, mitigated largely by 

the considerable wisdom and patience of my roommate, Shepard 

Hurwitz '72. As entering students, we were immediately con¬ 

fronted by leaders of the past spring's protests, urging us to forget 

about everything that we had ever learned about the social order, 

our upbringing and Columbia, and having us question all forms 

of authority. Leaflets were everywhere and demonstrations were 

commonplace, with the "radicals" in their work shirts, bandan¬ 

nas and tom jeans the new campus anti-heroes. The Vietnam War 

had many years left; the draft, once instituted, inspired massive 

student protests. 

This profound cultural shift was reflected in every aspect of our 

lives, from our dress, to our peer interactions, to our relationship 

with authorities, which shifted fundamentally within months. The 

preceding disturbance also seemed to disrupt the organization of 

freshman week. I recall the Convocation in Low Library and a va¬ 

riety show in Ferris Booth, but not much else. Little formal guid¬ 

ance was offered regarding choosing classes; registration consisted 

of waiting in long lines in the basement of Butler Library for the 

privilege of providing the bursar with a large check. 

The spirit of rebellion pervaded in 

Carman, with near-constant bull ses¬ 

sions, little apparent structure or orga¬ 

nization and more attention apparently 

devoted to protesting the Vietnam War 

and Columbia's purported policy of 

"urban removal" than attention to one's 

studies. Yelling epithets across 114th 

street nightly at "Beta" (|30tt) was a pop¬ 

ular sport, which devolved at times into 

the dangerous and illegal practice of de¬ 

fenestrating large glass objects. Walking 

down the hallways was marked by the 

pungent-sweet smell of burning mari¬ 

juana wafting under the doors and the 

loud playing of then-current rock, such 

as Janis Joplin, The Doors and Jeffer¬ 

son Airplane. In the words of Timothy 

Leary, "dropping out" became fashion¬ 

able, with some students allegedly not 

making it much past freshman week, 

with further attrition by graduation. 

Women were a rare species that existed somewhere across 

Broadway, were scarcely present in our classes and seemed to 

conveniently disappear on weekends and at the "mixers" aimed 

at underclassmen. The meal plan was unpopular due to its rela¬ 

tively high price and limited options. We rather invaded the 

neighborhood, concentrating on such establishments that catered 

to budget-minded college students, notably Ta-Kome and Mama 

Joy's, with feisty deli-men asking "Vaht kind bread you vant?" 

in thick Eastern European accents. Meals were generally taken in 

dorm rooms or restaurants with eat-in options, usually limited to 

Duke's or The West End. 

New York, though always a city of unmatched energy and vi¬ 

brancy, was going though its own set of difficulties, including a 

declining business base as companies abandoned the inner city 

and wealthier citizens escaped to the suburbs, in addition to ris¬ 

ing crime and poor morale. We were limited to a rectangle bor¬ 

dered by 110th Street, Momingside Park, Riverside Drive and 

122nd Street, being repeatedly warned to be vigilant and suspi¬ 

cious. Certainly, many areas, such as Times Square, the Lower 

East Side and Hell's Kitchen, were best avoided. Taking the sub¬ 

way back to Momingside Heights at night often was tense in the 

face of itinerant buskers, panhandlers and elements with less sa¬ 

vory intentions. 

Despite these considerable challenges and tribulations, Colum¬ 

bia was and will always be a first-rate educational institution. The 

quality of the classes, the professors and my fellow students could 

not be matched anywhere, as was apparent then and has been 

borne out by our considerable later career and personal success. 

Returning to Manhattan in 2007 with my wife, Christine, and 

daughter, Genevieve '11, let me experience just how much strong 

(Continued on page 86) 



The Story Behind Roar-ee 

Eli the Bulldog. The Princeton Tiger. The Brown 

University Bear. During his 98-year life, the 

Columbia Lion has faced down many opponents, 

some fierce, some strange. 

But none seem as unlikely as ... Matilda the goat. 

The Lion was nominated as Columbia's emblem by George 

Brokaw Compton (Class of 1909) in spring 1910, and enthu¬ 

siastically endorsed by the president of the Alumni Associa¬ 

tion. But nothing at Columbia happens without debate, and 

in short order, a verbal skirmish had started. As the Alumni 

News of 1924 put it, "a wordy war was for some time conducted in the News and the Spectator." The 

lion, after all, was a symbol of British leadership, and a link to the past, rather than the promising 

Yankee future. What about choosing a symbol that was more local, more American? Perhaps the lordly eagle. Or else, the goat. Specifically, the Harlem goat. And the animal of 

whom the debaters were most likely thinking was the most prominent of this breed, a goat 

named Matilda. Matilda belonged to a squatter named Patrick Riley, whose shanty stood at 

Amsterdam Avenue and 120th Street. Riley had amiably lent Matilda out to Columbia s students for 

their hazing ceremonies, processions and pranks. 

The eagle, debaters complained, already was so overexposed as to be too generic an emblem. So, as 

the News explained, "If it was purely a question of local habitat, the choice would naturally fall on the 

Harlem goat." But another correspondent pointed out that the Columbia cheer would sound signifi¬ 

cantly better with a roar at the end, rather than a bleat. 

The lion prevailed. On May 4,1910, the Student Board chose the majestic ani¬ 

mal as Columbia's official mascot. And that's the story behind the Columbia lion, 

who debuted under the name Roar-ee the Lion in fall 2005, but has been roaring 

along the sidelines for nearly a century. 

In memory of Matilda the goat, our might-have-been mascot, can you guess 

which of the following are true and which are false? 

1. A "chevie"-type goats' milk cheese made by Riley occasionally was 
served at swanky Delmonico's during the Gay Nineties, as part of its 

"Ivy League Cheese Plate." 

2. When Matilda died in 1914, Columbia's students honored her with "a 
solemn academic procession in cap and gown" and with a song, A Harlem Goat. 

3. After her death, Matilda was stuffed with sawdust and excelsior and placed above 
the front door of Friedgen's drugstore on Amsterdam Avenue. 

4. When Dwight Eisenhower left Columbia, he was presented by students with a small 
bronze "Matilda" goat. The statuette can be seen in photographs of the mantelpiece 

at The White House. 

5. In 1956, Matilda was the subject of a children's book that claimed that she had helped 

the Columbia football team by butting a sleepy fullback. 

6. The Australian song Waltzing Matilda was written by an Antipodean who had met 

the goat while attending Columbia in 1908. 
Answers on page 86. 

MATILDA PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL V. SUSI '85, FROM HIS BOOK, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY AND MORNINGSIDE HEIGHTS 

ROAR-EE BOBBLEHEAD PHOTO COURTESY OF COLUMBIA ATHLETICS 



Lang Lang at The Thaza Q-foteh 

to benefit Madagascar wildlife conservation - October 24, 2008 7-10p.m., NYC 

Cjafa Champagne (Dinner 

‘Auction &? Concert 

Dxotic (Madagascar Decor 

Celebrity Co-Chairs: 

Jean-Michel Cousteau, 

Bo Derek and surprise 

Hollywood stars 

Produced by MYTHIX Wildlife Conservation — a Columbia University-inspired 

non-profit organization dedicated to saving endangered animals and habitat by 

empowering the world’s greatest conservation scientists. 

MYTHIX For sponsorship opportunities and tickets please contact: 

Tel: (212) 572-6370 • events@mythix.com • mythix.com Wildlife Conservation 
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See how the club and its activities could fit into your life, 
no matter where you live. 

For more information or to apply, visit www.columbiaclub.org or call (212)719-0380. 

The Columbia University Club of New York 

15 West 43 St. New York, NY 10036 

Columbia's SociallntellectualCulturalRecreationalProfessional Resource in Midtown. 

ive Yourself a Gift. 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON, START ENJOYING 

THE BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

IN THE COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY CLUB OF NEW YORK. 
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Letters to the Editor 
True to the Core 
I was happily surprised to discover that 

the reading list for Literature Humanities 

2008-09 (September/October) is practi¬ 

cally identical to the list for Humanities A 

for 1945-46, the year in which I took the 

course. I don't know whether to say the 

wheel has come full circle or that great 

works continue to be great in spite of the 

vagaries of timely fads. I might add that I 

have used that list, with minor variations, 

in great books courses and seminars at 

undergraduate and graduate levels at the 

two state universities at which I taught 

over a 40-year span, and have recently 

incorporated several of the authors from 

it (most recently Shake¬ 

speare and Montaigne) in a 

non-credit program offered 

chiefly for senior citizens in 

the Dartmouth community. 

The success of these authors 

in reaching students of all 

ages continues to comfort 

me at a time when little else 

in our culture seems particu¬ 

larly comforting. 

Michael Manheim '49 

Strafford, Vt. 

the present offerings I was sorry to see 

both Lucretius and Gargantua and Pan- 

tagruel missing. But the absence of Swiff s 

Gulliver's Travels really surprises me. Just 

think of Vietnam and Iraq in terms of Lil- 

liput. No works apart from Thucydides' 

immortal History and Moby Dick have 

been of greater assistance to me in under¬ 

standing them. 

In addition to Lit Humanities, my 

freshman year at Columbia was graced 

by Mark Van Doren's final course before 

retirement. Called "The Narrative Art," 

we read The Odyssey (then not included in 

Humanities), Exodus, Inferno, Don Quixote 

and Kafka's The Castle. Of the last work. 

Van Doren remarked, "It's 

one of those rare books that 

you can't put down until the 

end." I truly believe that this 

remarkable book would be 

most fitting as a final work 

in this course. 

And without wishing 

to stir up any sandstorms, I 

vastly prefer it to To the Light¬ 

house. 

Jack Eisenberg '62 

Baltimore 

i 

My compliments on the current issue of 

CCT, one of the best in recent years. I par¬ 

ticularly enjoyed Shira Boss-Bicak '93, '97J, 

'98 SIPA's excellent summary of the Core 

Curriculum, a fascinating account of the 

genesis and ongoing development of that 

famous course. My congratulations to her 

for this great piece of narrative writing. 

Dr. Melvin Hershkowitz '42 

Providence, R.I. 

This recent edition made me feel so young 

and strong again. What wild dreams wait 

to be fulfilled?! 

M.J. Perpich '77, '77E,'84E, '97E 

North Bergen, N.J. 

I enjoyed reading about the present Core 

Curriculum but continue to regret that 

CC-B has been dropped. An introduction 

to modem times through core readings in 

important 20th century social science, it 

sowed more seeds for further reflection on 

my part than perhaps any other course I 

took except Literature Humanities. 

Speaking of which, if s good that even 

a syllabus based upon canonical works 

remains flexible. However in looking over 

Thanks for an excellent issue. I admire 

Shira Boss-Bicak '93, '97J, '98 SIPA's great 

article on the Core Curriculum, and of 

course also enjoyed the Sha Na Na and 

Sudhir Venkatesh articles. 

Videbimus lumen. 

Sol Fisher '36, '38L 

Pleasant Hill, Calif. 

Frontiers of Science 
I wish to draw your attention to the Sep¬ 

tember/ October issue, page 21, "Frontiers 

of Science" section, and to the third para¬ 

graph therewith, which begins: "Discus¬ 

sions of including a formal science course 

in the Core extend back decades." 

They certainly do. I graduated in 1949, 

59 years ago, and vividly remember this 

topic, as I wanted to take a college-level 

general science course that was not of¬ 

fered. It was a live and not at all innova¬ 

tive topic, as I remember it, and comment 

seemed to have come from the dean lev¬ 

el, then Harry Carman. My speculative 

thought is that this topic was a live one 

before I got to Columbia. 

(Continued on page 78) 
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Within the Family 

A Lion in the White House Congratulations to Barack 

Obama '83, who among his 

firsts is the first College alum¬ 

nus to win the Presidency. It 

was a remarkable election for Colum¬ 

bia, with both major party Presidential 

candidates bearing strong College con¬ 

nections. Obama graduated from the 

College after transferring from Occiden¬ 

tal, and Republican John McCain P'07's 

daughter, Meghan, also graduated from 

the College. 

In addition, two alumni ran for Vice 

President (an office held from 1817-25 by 

Daniel Tompkins, Class of 1795). Wayne 

Allyn Root '83 was the Libertarian Party 

nominee running with Bob Barr, and 

Matt Gonzalez '87 ran on the same ticket 

as Ralph Nader. 

Obama was not the first College 

alumnus to become a major party can¬ 

didate for the Presidency. That distinc¬ 

tion belongs to DeWitt Clinton (Class 

of 1786), who was the Federalist Party 

nominee in 1812 and lost to incum¬ 

bent James Madison. The Federalist 

Party, founded by Alexander Ham¬ 

ilton (Class of 1778), who wanted a 

strong, fiscally sound national govern¬ 

ment, was considered a major party 

from 1792-1816. 

No discussion of College alumni 

and the Presidency would be complete 

without mention of Nicholas Murray 

Butler (Class of 1882), who was Univer¬ 

sity president from 1902-1945. Butler 

was the Republican Party nominee for 

Vice President in 1912; he was added 

to the ticket headed by incumbent Wil¬ 

liam Howard Taft a few days before the 

election, after Vice President James S. 

Sherman died in office. Taft, however, 

was defeated for reelection by Wood- 

row Wilson, and Butler returned to 

Morningside Heights. He remained a 

prominent figure in Republican politics, 

but his bids for the Presidential nomina¬ 

tion in 1920 and 1928 fell short. 

Several readers, including former 

CCT editor Stephen D. Singer 

'64, have asked why we did not 

provide more extensive coverage of 

this year's campaign, and particularly 

Obama's groundbreaking run for the 

Presidency. 

I'd like to think we were ahead of 

the curve when it comes to Obama. We 

began working on a story about him 

when he was a state senator in Illinois, 

immediately after his memorable key¬ 

note address at the 2004 Democratic 

National Convention. Following his 

election to the Senate that fall, that 

profile became our January 2005 cover 

story, "Is This the New Face of the 

Democratic Party?" I guess the answer 

was a resounding yes. You can read 

that story at www.college.columbia.edu/ 

cct_archive / jan05 /. 

There are two reasons we have not 

done any major stories on Obama 

since then. One is that we are the Col¬ 

lege's official magazine, and the Uni¬ 

versity has a policy barring involve¬ 

ment in any political campaign. While 

I'm comfortable arguing that covering 

a campaign or a candidate does not 

represent involvement, the second 

reason could not be so readily refuted: 

I don't believe we could have added 

anything worthwhile to the discus¬ 

sion. If I felt there was some unique 

insight we could have provided. I'd 

have jumped all over it and figured 

out a way to get it into the magazine. 

But to do the same Obama profile that 

now has run in hundreds of commer¬ 

cial publications seemed pointless. 

Of course, there's an obvious angle 

for us. I'd like nothing better than to 

run an article along the lines of "Barack 

Obama: The Columbia Years," but 

Obama has said little about his time at 

Columbia, whether in interviews (in¬ 

cluding one in 2004 with CCT, when we 

asked him specifically about that topic 

several times) or in his autobiography. 

Obama has said he spent his two years 

here getting serious about his studies 

and getting his life in order, but has 

offered few details. Few classmates or 

faculty members have even vague recol¬ 

lections of him, and the only evidence 

of his campus presence I've seen is an 

article he wrote for a campus magazine 

called Sundial (see the '83 Class Notes) 

that an alumnus sent in. He also wrote 

a nice letter to his 25th reunion class 

(see '83 Class Notes, September/Oc¬ 

tober) that was read at a reception in 

the spring, although he was unable to 

attend due to the campaign. It's not just 

us — The New York Times had a reporter 

on campus researching "Obama at Co¬ 

lumbia" for several days with little suc¬ 

cess. The bottom line is that if a subject 

declines to discuss a topic and research 

turns up little, it becomes a very short 

story, or a non-story. 

Nevertheless, we are continuing to 

pursue this angle in hopes that should 

Obama ever wish to fill in some details 

about that chapter of his remarkable 

story, he will do so in our pages. 

Careful readers of this magazine 

will note several changes in our 

masthead on the facing page. 

For the past two years. Rose Ker- 

nochan '82 Barnard was our associate 

editor, coordinating Class Notes and 

overseeing several other departments 

of the magazine, including a revived 

Columbia Forum. Rose has moved on 

to pursue interests in the literary field, 

but we will continue to benefit from her 

expertise and contacts in her new role 

as our Forum editor. It was a pleasure 

having her on our staff, and we look 

forward to many years of her continued 

involvement with CCT. 

In October we welcomed Ethan 

Rouen '04J, who most recently was a 

crime reporter for the New York Daily 

News, as our new associate editor. Ethan 

will write for various sections of the 

magazine, oversee Class Notes and 

Bookshelf and also work to improve the 

online presence of CCT as well as that of 

the Alumni Office. 

In addition, Joy Guo '11, Grace Laid- 

law '11 and Gordon Chenoweth Sauer '11 

Arts have joined us as editorial assistants. 

Welcome to all. 
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

Chalfie Wins Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
Martin Chalfie, the William R. 

Kenan Jr. Professor and chair 

of biological sciences, is one of 

three winners of the 2008 No¬ 

bel Prize in chemistry for their discovery of 

a glowing jellyfish protein that makes cells, 

tissues and organs light up, a tool used 

by researchers around the world. Chalfie 

shares the $1.4 million prize with Osamu 

Shimomura, an emeritus professor at the 

Marine Biological Laboratory in Wood's 

Hole, Mass., and Boston University Medi¬ 

cal School, and Roger Y. Tsien of UC San 

Diego. The winners were announced by 

the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences on 

October 8. 

Chalfie learned of the honor on the Inter¬ 

net after sleeping through a phone call from 

the academy. He said he checked the Nobel 

Web site because, "You do wonder every 

November" about who will win. Of the 

discovery, he said, "You don't do it for the 

recognition. You do it to answer a question." 

Shimomura identified the protein in 

1962 and showed that it glowed bright 

green under ultraviolet light. In the 1990s, 

Chalfie showed how the protein could be 

used as a biological identifier tag by insert¬ 

ing the gene that produces the protein into 

the DNA of an organism, and Tsien made 

glowing proteins of colors other than 

green, permitting biologists to track differ¬ 

ent cellular processes at the same time. 

In one of his experiments, Chalfie in¬ 

serted the protein into six cells of a trans¬ 

parent roundworm. When placed under 

ultraviolet light, those cells glowed green, 

revealing their location. Biologists now 

routinely use green fluorescent proteins 

to track the growth of specific cells. 

Asked at a news conference in New York 

about the impact of the award, Chalfie said, 

"One of the things that has already changed 

is that people want to listen to what I have to 

say, which is a surprise and a shock to me." 

Provost Brinkley Will Return To Teaching, Research After five years as Uni¬ 

versity Provost, Alan 

Brinkley announced he 

is stepping down at the end of 

this academic year. "I feel that it 

is now time for me to return to 

research and teaching," he stat¬ 

ed in a University-wide e-mail 

sent in early October. Brinkley 

said he will serve as provost 

until a successor is named, then 

take a year-long academic leave before 

returning to teaching and research. 

A noted scholar of 20th century Ameri¬ 

can history, Brinkley holds the Allan Nev- 

ins Professorship in History, is the author 

of several books and contributes to a num¬ 

ber of publications. He won a 

1983 National Book Award. 

Brinkley came to Columbia 

in 1991, having held faculty po¬ 

sitions at MIT, Harvard and the 

CUNY Graduate Center. While 

at Columbia, he published The 

End of Reform: New Deal Liberal¬ 

ism in Recession and War (1995) 

and Liberalism and Its Discon¬ 

tents (1998), and in 2000 he be¬ 

came chair of the history department. 

During Brinkley's tenure as provost, 

Columbia launched a number of initia¬ 

tives, including the growth of the faculty, 

the launch of the new science building, a 

review of undergraduate education and 

the increasing globalization of the Univer¬ 

sity. Also on his watch was the creation of 

the Office of the Vice Provost for Diversity 

Initiatives, which is charged with making 

the University more diverse through its 

hiring of faculty, administration and of¬ 

ficers of research. He also oversaw devel¬ 

opment of the Office of Work/Life, which 

promotes awareness and use of policies 

and programs to create a family-friendly 

environment at Columbia. 

"I think what I'm proudest of is sim¬ 

ply having played a part in the really 

big things that have happened in the last 

five-plus years," he noted. "All these are 

projects that are not mine alone, but I'm 

very proud to be part of them." 
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Shollenberger Named Dean of Student Affairs Kevin Shollenberger, who has been as¬ 

sociate dean for nine years in the Col¬ 

lege / SEAS Office of Student Affairs, 

has been named Dean of Student Affairs. 

The announcement was made on October 17 

by Dean of the College Austin Quigley and 

SEAS Interim Dean Gerald Navratil. 

Shollenberger succeeds Chris Colombo, 

now dean of student life at MIT. Colombo 

led the successful integration of 

the student affairs organizations 

for the two schools during his 16 

years at Columbia. 

Shollenberger has been work¬ 

ing in student affairs for almost 

20 years. Before coming to Co¬ 

lumbia, he was director of leader¬ 

ship development at the Univer¬ 

sity of Hawaii at Manoa with an 

adjunct faculty appointment in 

the College of Education teach¬ 

ing leadership studies. Before that, he held 

a variety of positions in the student affairs 

department at American University. He is 

on the international board of the National 

Coalition Building Institute, a nonprofit 

dedicated to training community leaders in 

the art of conflict resolution and building 

inclusive multicultural communities. 

At Columbia, Shollenberger has en¬ 

hanced a number of programs and services 

that support undergraduates. He has 

played a key role in the organization of the 

Offices of Multicultural Affairs, Judicial 

Affairs and Community Standards, and 

Student Group Advising. He has enhanced 

the Office of Residential Programs, signifi¬ 

cantly increasing opportunities for students 

to learn from interaction with each other 

and with faculty and alumni 

in the residence halls. Shol¬ 

lenberger also led the Office 

of Student Development and 

Activities in enhancing student 

group advising and creating 

a comprehensive leadership 

development program. This 

fall, he oversaw the successful 

student orientation program. 

Concurrently, V.P. for Arts 

and Sciences Nick Dirks has ap¬ 

pointed Shollenberger to the position of as¬ 

sociate v.p. for undergraduate student life. 

In that role within the Arts and Sciences, he 

will help coordinate the services provided 

to the entire Columbia undergraduate com¬ 

munity. For the day-to-day student affairs 

operations of the College and SEAS, Shol¬ 

lenberger will continue to report directly to 

the deans of the two schools. 

It is anticipated that Shollenberger will 

serve as dean and a.v.p. for approximately 

two years during the transition of the 

deans of the College and SEAS. When ap¬ 

pointed, the new deans for the schools will 

initiate a search for the position. 

We’re Moving 
The Columbia College Office of Alumni 

Affairs and Development, including 
Columbia College Today, soon will be 
moving. As of January 5, we will be located 
in the new Columbia Alumni Center on 
113th Street between Broadway and 
Riverside Drive, just steps from the 
Morningside campus. The renovated 
building, formerly McVickar Hall, also 
will house a dedicated alumni welcome 
center as well as office space for the 
Columbia University Office of Alumni and 
Development (formerly UDAR). Look for 
more details in the January/February issue. 

Our New Address (effective January 2009) 

Columbia College Office of 
Alumni Affairs and Development 

Columbia Alumni Center 
622 W. 113th St., MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 
212-851-7488 

www.college.columbia.edu/alumni 

Kevin Shollenberger 
PHOTO: CYNTHIA JENNINGS 

Alumni Reunion Weekend 

Make plans now to return to New 

York City and the Columbia campus 
for Alumni Reunion Weekend 2009. 

The weekend will feature: 

class-specific events planned by each class’ 
reunion committee; 

si? “Back on Campus” sessions featuring Core 
Curriculum lectures, Engineering lectures, tours 
of Columbia libraries and facilities, and more; 

si? New York City options including the Chelsea 
Art Gallery Crawl, Broadway shows and other 
cultural activities; 

si? the Young Alumni Casino Royale for the Classes 
of 1999-2009; 

& the all-class Wine Tasting and Starlight Reception 
with dancing on Low Plaza; and 

si? Camp Columbia for little Columbians, ages 3-12. 

To update your contact information or get involved 
with your class’ reunion committee, please visit 
http://reunion.college.columbia.edu/alumniupdate. 

Watch your mail and e-mail for more details! 
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Grimmett Heads Double Discovery Center 
Muriel A.S. Grimmett, a special¬ 

ist in multicultural education 

and African-American stud¬ 

ies, is the new executive director of the 

Double Discovery Center, Columbia's 

program for low-income, college-bound 

students in New York. She succeeded 

Olger Twyner III in September. Across 

the last four decades. Double Discov¬ 

ery's academic enrichment programs 

have served more than 30,000 students 

in the city. DDC also has served as a 

model for programs elsewhere. 

Grimmett has worked at the national, 

regional and state levels on issues related 

to enhancing access and outcomes for 

low-income, college-bound students. She 

has held administrative and teaching 

posts at UNLV, Rutgers, Carleton and 

Southern Illinois. 

"It is an honor for me to take over as 

executive director of Columbia's oldest 

community outreach pro¬ 

gram," Grimmett said. "I am 

heartened by the large number 

of volunteers and friends who 

continue to pledge their ser¬ 

vices and resources toward the 

Double Discovery mission of 

providing academic assistance 

to students from underrepre¬ 

sented communities." 

The Double Discovery 

Center works with teenagers 

who are at risk of not com¬ 

pleting high school or entering college. It 

offers academic, career, college, financial 

aid and personal development services 

year-round with the goal of increasing 

the rate of high school graduation, college 

entrance and college completion. Partici¬ 

pants have a 96 percent high school grad¬ 

uation rate, and 66 percent go on to grad¬ 

uate from a four-year college — 20 percent 

higher than the national rate 

of college graduation. 

Grimmett earned her 

bachelor's and master's from 

Southern Illinois and her 

Ph.D. in higher education 

administration from St. Louis. 

She has received the Award of 

Excellence from the Associa¬ 

tion for Excellence and Equal¬ 

ity in Education and has been 

recognized for her work with 

the National Ronald E. Mc¬ 

Nair Undergraduate Research Conference 

and Graduate School Fair held annually 

at Delavan, Wis. In 1998, Grimmett was 

one of 11 recipients of the inaugural TRIO 

Dissemination Partnership Program 

grants awarded by the U. S. Department 

of Education. 

To learn more about DDC, visit www. 

columbia.edu/cu/ college/ ddc. 

Muriel A.S. Grimmett 

McCain, Obama Speak at Columbia 
In one of their few joint appearances during the fall 

campaign, Senators John McCain P'07 and Barack 

Obama '83 were interviewed in Roone Arledge 

Auditorium on September 11 at the ServiceNation Presi¬ 

dential Candidates Forum. The candidates, who earlier in 

the day visited the World Trade Center site, spoke about 

the importance of public service and civic engagement. 

With limited seating inside the auditorium, thousands of 

students, faculty, staff and others gathered on the steps 

of Low Library to watch the separate interviews on a 

JumboTron. 

PHOTOS: EILEEN BARROSO (CANDIDATES), CHAR SMULLYAN (CROWD) 
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ALUMNI IN THE NEWS 
■ Bob Lefkowitz '61, '66 P&S, the 
James B. Duke Professor of Medi¬ 
cine and Biochemistry at Duke 
as well as an investigator for the 
Howard Hughes Medical Insti¬ 
tute, received the National Medal 
of Science from President Bush in 
a ceremony at the White House 
on September 29. It is the nation's 
highest award for science. 

Lefkowitz was dted "for his 
discovery of the seven transmem¬ 
brane receptors, deemed the largest, 
most versatile and most therapeuti¬ 
cally accessible receptor signaling 
system, and for describing the gen¬ 
eral mechanism of their regulation, 
influencing all fields of medical 
practice." Lefkowitz has essentially 
defined the field of receptor biology 
through his work with G protein- 
coupled receptors, the largest 
and most pervasive family of cell 
receptors. A thousand or more of 
these receptors are known to exist 
through the body, playing critical 
roles in sight, smell and taste, and 
in regulating heart rate, blood 
pressure, pain tolerance, glucose 
metabolism and virtually all known 
physiological processes. 

For more, go to www.nsf.gov/ 
news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id= 
112155&org=NSF&from=news. 

■ Fernando Perez '01 was called 
up to the major leagues on August 
31 and helped the Tampa Bay 
Rays go from worst to first as the 
team won baseball's American 
League East Division title after 
finishing in last place a year ago. 
Perez, a switch-hitting outfielder 
with great speed, appeared in 23 
games during the regular season, 
batting .250 with three home runs 
and five stolen bases. 

Perez was a member of 
Tampa Bay's playoff roster and 
contributed to their winning the 
American League championship 
as well. Inserted into Game 2 of 
their series against the Boston 
Red Sox as a pinch-runner in the 
11th inning, Perez raced home 
with the winning run on a short 
sacrifice fly as the Rays posted a 
9-8 victory. He is the first Lion on 
a World Series team roster since 
Gene Larkin '84, who drove in 
the winning run for the Minne¬ 
sota Twins in Game 7 of the 1991 
World Series. 

Look for a feature on Perez in an 
upcoming issue of CCT. Meanwhile, 
for a look at Perez when he was 
in the minor leagues, go to www. 
college.columbia.edu/ cct_archive/ 
nov05 / features3.php. 

■ Anna Paquin '04 stars as Sookie 
Stackhouse, a telepathic waitress, 
in the new HBO series True Blood. 
Based on the novels of Charlaine 
Harris, the show explores the 
"what-ifs" when vampires, fol¬ 
lowing the invention of synthetic 
blood, attempt to enter society 
as fellow citizens. Paquin, who 
won the Academy Award for 
Best Supporting Actress in The 
Piano at 11, was nominated for an 
Emmy in 2007 for her portrayal 
of Elaine Goodale Eastman in 
HBO's original movie Bury My 
Heart at Wounded Knee. Also in 
2007, Paquin starred in Blue State, 
a romantic comedy about a dis¬ 
gruntled Democrat. Serving as 
executive producer, she produced 
the film with her brother, Andrew, 
through their company, Paquin 
Films. According to Greg Braxton 
of The Los Angeles Times, Paquin's 
"new role fits with her desire for 
complex dramatic characters that 
swim outside the mainstream." 

■ Tom Kitt '96 is the musical direc¬ 
tor and conductor of 13, the Jason 
Robert Brown musical with a teen- 
aged cast that opened on Broad¬ 
way on October 5. Kitt previously 
brought the novel and film High 

Fidelity to Broadway in December 
2006. 

For more on Kitt, go to www. 
college.columbia.edu / cct_archive / 
nov_dec06/ cover.php. 

■ Lou Bender '32, '35L, who led 
Columbia to 1930 and 1931 cham¬ 
pionships in the forerunner of 
the Ivy League and achieved All- 
America recognition, was inducted 
into the New York City Basketball 
Hall of Fame at the New York Ath¬ 
letic Club on September 17. Bender 
received the nickname "Lulu" after 
he sank a long two-handed set shot 
during a high school game and a 
fan exclaimed, "Now that was a 
lulu of a basket." 

The 6-foot-l Bender played 
professionally in the 1930s for the 
Original Celtics, one of the great 
teams of basketball's barnstorm¬ 
ing era, and later for the Union 
City (N.J.) Reds and Boston Tro¬ 
jans of the American Basketball 
League, a precursor to the NBA. 
He finished his career with the 
independent New York Whirl¬ 
winds in 1941 and is now a retired 
lawyer in Longboat Key, Fla. 

For more, go to wwwivyleague 
sports.com/ article.asp?intID=6748 
and the '25-'39 Class Notes. 

Quigley Honored at 
Black Alumni Homecoming 

Every year black students and alumni gather at Black Alumni 
Homecoming to celebrate their cultural pride and achieve¬ 

ments as well as network at a reception. This year's 10th annual 
celebration, organized by the Black Alumni Council and the Co¬ 
lumbia Alumni Association, was held on October 4 at the Strata 
nightclub. 

The event, which began with five people in its first year, drew 
150 students, alumni and administrators. Dean Austin Quigley 
was presented with the Black Alumni Council Distinguished Ser¬ 
vice Award for his strong commitment to BAC. 

From left: Hon. Joseph A. Greenaway Jr. '78, BAC past president; 
Dean Austin Quigley, distinguished Service Award recipient; Kwa- 
mena Aidoo '03, BAC president; and Gerald Sherwin '55, Columbia 
College Alumni Association president emeritus. 

PHOTO: REBECCA CASTILLO '94, '06J 

Lions Row at Henley 

Columbia's heavyweight eight (foreground) made its first ap¬ 
pearance since 1985 at the fabled Henley Regatta on the 

Thames River in July, bowing to the Dutch RSVU Okeanos 81DSR 
Laga by two-thirds of a length in the quarterfinals of the Ladies 
Challenge Plate. Competing for Columbia were (from right in 
shell) cox Darcy Brown '08, stroke Evan Cassidy '10, Mike Robin¬ 
son '08, Timm Baur '10, Stephen LaPeria '08, Richard Joyce '09E, 
Tom Eichler '10, Clement Huyguebaert '10 and bow Henry Cooper 
'09. Meanwhile, in the Silver Goblets & Nickalls' Challenge Cup for 
pairs, Sam Rizzo '09 and Matt Celano '11, whose principal role on 
the trip were as spares available 
to the Columbia eight, fell by 2V2 

lengths to PE. Poynter and M.P. 
Richmond of Britain's The Oratory 
School. Among the Lions on hand 
to cheer on Columbia were (from 
left) Eric Nelson '80, Dave Filosa 
'82 and Ed Joyce '83. 

PHOTOS: MARK MONTY 
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TRANSITIONS 

■ ALUMNI OFFICE: Five staff 

members within the Alumni Of¬ 

fice have new responsibilities and 

six staff members recently have 

joined the team. 

Una Pace is executive director of 

planning and administration, effec¬ 

tive October 1. Pace has 24 years of 

experience designing, executing and 

supervising financial planning and 

analysis processes for organizations 

such as Time, Citibank and KPMG 

Peat Marwick. 

Merideth Kerby '04 GS joined the 

office on July 29 as associate director 

of administration. Most recently 

Kerby was coordinator of develop¬ 

ment operations at MoMA. Although 

new to the College, Kerby has held 

several positions in the Office of the 

Vice President for Information Ser¬ 

vices as well as the Office of the Vice 

President for the Arts & Sciences. 

Taren Cowan, CCT's advertising 

sales manager for the past two years, 

has assumed the new position of as¬ 

sociate director, advertising for CCT 

and Columbia magazine as of July 1. 

In this expanded role, Cowan is re¬ 

sponsible for selling advertising and 

building the advertising programs 

for both alumni magazines. 

Ethan Rouen '04J is the new 

associate editor of CCT, effective 

October 13. Rouen most recently 

was a crime reporter for the New 
York Daily News. At CCT, he is coor¬ 

dinating the Class Notes, oversee¬ 

ing Bookshelf, writing features and 

profiles, and working to improve 

the Web presence of CCT and the 

Alumni Office. 

Eleanor L. Coufos '03, '06 TC 

became associate director. Young 

Alumni Fund, on July 1. Most 

recently Coufos was the associate 

director of donor relations, coordi¬ 

nating the College's stewardship 

efforts. Prior to her work at the 

Alumni Office, Coufos was associ¬ 

ate director of administration and 

planning at the Center for Career 

Education. 

Zachary Howell was promoted 

to assistant director of the Columbia 

College Parents Fund, effective July 

1. Howell, who previously was a 

class giving officer, is working 

closely with Parents Fund Director 

Susan Rautenberg. 

Heather Hunte, who has been 

with the Alumni Office for more 

than 20 years, has transitioned into 

development as a class giving officer, 

focusing on the Classes of 1960-1972. 

Hunte most recently has been associ¬ 

ate director of national outreach and 

also has guided the 50th reunions of 

the Classes of 1951-1958 through suc¬ 

cessful Alumni Reunion Weekends. 

Amanda Kessler joined the Alum¬ 

ni Office as a development officer, 

young alumni, on July 9. Kessler 

previously worked at Lehigh, where 

she was a higher-education intern in 

its Alumni Relations Office. 

Rachel Towers is the new assistant 

director of reunion giving, effective 

August 4. During her two-year 

tenure at The Gillen Brewer School, 

her most recent position. Towers was 

director of development. 

Jennifer Freely started on Septem¬ 

ber 22 as assistant director of alumni 

affairs. Freely previously worked 

at Columbia University Confer¬ 

ence Housing, where she spent 3Vi 
years as the manager of conference 

housing. In her new position. Freely 

primarily is focusing on alumni edu¬ 

cation programs such as mini-Core 

courses, the John Jay Colloquium 

and the academic component of 

Alumni Reunion Weekend, as well 

as assisting with several 50-plus 

reunion classes. 

Mia Gonsalves was promoted to 

assistant director of alumni affairs, 

young alumni, effective October 

6. Gonsalves has been with the 

Alumni Office for 3 Vi years, most 

recently as assistant to the execu¬ 

tive director of alumni affairs. In 

her new role, Gonsalves is continu¬ 

ing the increased involvement of 

Columbia College Young Alumni, 

including working with the fifth 

and 10th reunion classes. 

LEGACIES: The September/ 
October issue listed children 
of College alumni who were 
accepted into the College or 
SEAS Class of 2012. Two Col¬ 
lege first-years were inadver¬ 
tently omitted from this list. 

STUDENT PARENT 

Brandi Ripp Marc Ripp '80 
Millburn H.S. • Short Hills, N.J. 

Peter Robertson Orli Shaham- 
Robertson '97 

Horace Mann School • NYC 

Good for Columbia, Good for You! 
Charitable Remainder Unitrusts put Columbia’s Endowment to 

work, increasing your own income even as you make a gift. 

When you create a Unitrust at Columbia, you will receive an 
income for life and make a deferred gift to the University. 

The Unitrust can be invested alongside the Columbia Endowment 
and will benefit from the expertise of the Columbia University 

Investment Management Company as part of an investment pool 
larger than $7 billion. Because Unitrust distributions depend on the 

annual value of the trust, as the Endowment appreciates in value 

your income will increase. 

Through a Unitrust you can 
• Support your favorite Columbia program. 

• Receive 5%-7% income for life. 
• Reduce your income taxes with a charitable deduction in the 

year of your gift. 

You can establish a Unitrust at Columbia with a minimum gift 
of $100,000-$ 150,000, depending on your age. 

To find out more, contact the Office of Gift Planning: (212) 870-3100 (800) 338-3294 gift.planning@columbia.edu 

5 -Year Average Total Return 

10.7% 

(to June 30, 2007) 

8.6% ■ 
16.2% 

L 
S&P 500 Growth Portfolio 

_ 
Columbia 

(60% stock, 40% bond) Endowment 

The Columbia Endowment has 
outperformed standard portfolios 
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Columbia Business School 
Hickey Freeman Franchise 

JfJ HICKEY FREEMAN 

40% OFF RETAIL PRICES 
Off-the-rack Suits (Reg. $1195).$795 
Custom Suits (Reg. $1595).$895-$1150 
Custom Shirts (Reg. $225).$195 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY: EFreeston09@gsb.columbia.edu or GMahtaney09@gsb.columbia.edu 

A COLUMBIA TRADITION FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

Advertise your business in CCT — an opportunity to 
profit and reconnect with Columbians. 

■ Bimonthly publication 

I Special Columbia family rate 

■ Frequency discount rate 

■ Thought-provoking articles 

■ Vibrant Class Notes section 

I Circulation of more than 52,000 

Columbia College Today 

Reaching alumni, students, parents, faculty 

and staff for more than 50 years. 

For rates and information, contact 
Taren Cowan, advertising manager 

212-870-2767 
212-870-2747 fax 

tc2306@columbia.edu 
www.college.columbia.edu/cct/ads 

Dean’s Day Moves to 

June To Become Part 
of Alumni Reunion 

Weekend 

All Columbia College alumni are 

asked to save the date for the new 

and improved Columbia College 

New York Dean's Day, to be held on the 

Friday and Saturday of Alumni Reunion 

Weekend 2009, June 5-6. They will be 

invited to attend academic and social 

events on these days. 

Friday will focus on educational offer¬ 

ings and will include 

■ Core Curriculum sessions; 

■ experiential learning opportunities 

on campus and in the city; and 

■ special campus and library tours as 

well as briefings. 

Saturday will be a full day of educa¬ 

tional and social opportunities, including 

■ a Dean's Brunch, including a State- 

of-the-College address; 

■ lectures and discussions with some 

of Columbia's most noted public 

intellectuals; 

■ more Core Curriculum sessions, 

featuring longtime faculty as well as 

new faces; 

■ barbecue luncheons by decade as 

well as class-specific reunion lun¬ 

cheons; 

■ a special luncheon for all graduates 

of more than 50 years; and 

■ receptions for alumni of many cam¬ 

pus organizations, such as Spectator 

andWKCR. 

Camp Columbia will be expanded 

to include children ages 3-12 whose 

parents are attending Dean's Day pro¬ 

gramming. 

Gerald Sherwin '55, president emeritus 

of the Alumni Association and president 

of his class, sees this as a great opportunity. 

"My class and many of my contempo¬ 

raries have used Dean's Day as an infor¬ 

mal annual reunion — now the College is 

designing a program that will allow the 

day to be a mini-reunion each and every 

year." 

Details about the new program will 

be available in the coming months on the 

Alumni Office's events page: www. 

college.columbia.edu/ alumni/ events. 
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Janet Currie is a professor of 
economics and chair of the 
Department of Economics. She 
received her Ph.D. from Prince¬ 
ton in 1988 and has taught 
there, at MIT and at UCLA, 
where she held the Charles E. 
Davidson Chair in Economics. 
For the past decade, Currie's 
research has focused on evalu¬ 
ating programs aimed at poor 
children and families. Her lat¬ 
est book, The Invisible Safety 
Net: Protecting the Nation's 
Poor Children and Families, 
was published by Princeton 
University Press in 2006. 
Currently she is examining 
social determinants of child 
health and the relationship 
between socioeconomic sta¬ 
tus and health. 

Where did you grow up? 

Ottawa, Canada. 

What was your favorite toy 

or game? 

I used to like making ladders 

— out of ropes or twist ties — 

for my Barbies, so that they 

could scale tables. 

What would you have liked 

to have been, if you weren't 

doing what you do now? 

I thought about becoming a 

medical doctor. If I didn't do the 

kind of research that I'm doing, 

then doing medical research 

would be very interesting. 

How did you get interested 

in economics? 

When I was an undergraduate, 

I had a teacher, Donald De wees, 

who used to come with articles 

from the newspaper every day 

and just discuss... how they 

related to economic concepts. 

The idea that you could explain 

what was going on in the world 

by thinking about it from an 

economic point of view was 

very appealing. 

So it was like a philosopher's 

stone for you, a way to decode 

everything? 

I think a lot of economists think 

about economics that way. 

How did you end up at 

Columbia? 

I came here in 2005 as part of 

a large group of people who 

were being recruited to rebuild 

the department. What really 

attracted me was the idea that 

the University was committed 

to building a top department 

and was willing to put resourc¬ 

es into it over a long period of 

time to accomplish that. 

It's a really collegial depart¬ 

ment, which I appreciate, and it 

doesn't really have an ideologi¬ 

cal slant. One distinguishing 

feature of our department is 

that people are very interested 

by and large in what7 s going 

on in the real world — in 

policy and the real economy. 

Which undergrad classes 

are you teaching right now? 

Right now, since I'm chair. 

I'm not teaching undergradu¬ 

ates. But I was teaching a 

seminar course on "Poverty 

in America," and I've also 

taught "Labor Economics." 

What are you working on 

right now? 

I have several things in the 

works, which would be mov¬ 

ing a lot faster if I were not 

the chair of the department 

(laughs). One project that I'm 

very interested in that's kind 

of a long-term project is look¬ 

ing at how poor health in child¬ 

hood affects adults' outcome. 

The issue is that there's a lot of 

research that7 s been done look¬ 

ing at how health at birth is 

related to long-term outcomes, 

and you can show, for example. 

that children who were low 

birth weight on average do less 

well in school or are less likely 

to graduate from high school. 

But we know very little about 

how other health problems 

after birth affect children's out¬ 

comes. I've been looking at that 

using some Canadian data ... 

because it's a socialized health 

insurance system you can track 

every contact with the medical 

system. 

You are married to W. 

Bentley MacLeod, who 

teaches in your depart¬ 

ment. Do you have kids? 

Yes, I have two kids, 11 and 

8. They go to the Columbia 

School. 

What's something your stu¬ 

dents would never guess 

about you? 

They would probably never 

guess that I know quite a bit 

about geology, because my 

father was a geologist. I can 

recognize most minerals and 

a lot of geological formations. 

If you could go anywhere in 

the world right now, where 

would it be? 

The South of Spain — the 

Alhambra. 

What's your favorite food? 

Sushi. 

Coffee or tea? 

I drink tea all day long. This 

sounds like a personal ad. 

(Laughs). 

Interview and photo: 

Rose Kernochan '82 Barnard 

Five Minutes with ... Janet Currie 

Have You Moved? 
To ensure that you receive 

CCT and other College 
information, let us know if 
you have a new postal or 

e-mail address, new phone 
number or even a new name. 

Send an e-mail to 
cct@columbia.edu or 

call CCT at 212-870-2752. 

Smart is Sexy! 
Date Smart, Party Smart 

JOIN THE INTRODUCTION NETWORK 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR GRADUATES, FACULTY, 

AND STUDENTS OF THE IVY LEAGUE, MIT, 

STANFORD, AND A FEW OTHERS 

800-988-5288 
WWWRIGHTSTUFFDATING.COM 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2008 



AROUND THE QUADS COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

Sarracina Littiebird ’09: A Champion for Native Populations 
By Nathalie Alonso '08 

arracina Littiebird '09 
always has enjoyed 
spending her spare 
time in the kitchen, 

experimenting with new salads 
and testing potato recipes. Just 
don't ask her to whip up any 
fish dishes. 

Littiebird, an environmental 
biology major from Santa Fe, 
N.M., spent last summer in 
iquitos, Peru, studying ways in 
which local cultural mythology 
and belief systems influence 
fishing practices in that region 
of the Amazon rainforest. The 
Kluge Scholar traveled solo to 
iquitos and stayed at a hostel 
off the city's main square. Her 
days were spent interviewing 
fishermen and conducting mar¬ 
ket surveys in which she noted 
the types, size and amount of 
fish for sale in order to deter¬ 
mine if local fisheries are being 
overharvested. 

While Littiebird admits that 
"seeing the fish in the hot sun 
every day" quelled her appetite 
for seafood, the two-month 
trip yielded a wealth of primary 
material for her senior thesis. 
By conversing with local elders, 
she became familiar with myths 
about ghosts, anacondas and 
dolphins that are said to harass 
fishermen in certain areas of 
the rivers. According to Little- 
bird, such beliefs about mythi¬ 
cal creatures are still prevalent, 
but no longer dictate where 
and how fishing takes place. 

"Everyone just fishes wher¬ 
ever they want. People still 
talk about encounters with 
these mythological beings, but 
they have become desensi¬ 
tized," explains Littiebird, who 
designed her project — an 
independent endeavor — with 
associate research scientist 
Miguel Pinedo-Vazquez. She re¬ 
ceived funding from the Kluge 
Summer Research Fellowship 
and the University's Center for 
Environmental Research and 
Conservation. 

Littlebird's interest in the 
way indigenous people make 
use of natural resources stems 

partly from her Native Ameri¬ 
can background. 

"In elementary school, I 
started to realize that l had this 
sort of wisdom or way of being 
that other people didn't share 
with me. That really interested 
me and brought my attention 
to the fact that my Native 
American heritage offers me 
different things than my An¬ 
glo heritage," says Littiebird, 

whose father belongs to the 
Laguna and Santo Domingo 
tribes of New Mexico. 

Littlebird's goal is to eventually 
return to The Land of Enchant¬ 
ment as a tribal representative 
and work through the federal 
court system to champion the 
rights of Native Americans. 

"It is my belief that the 
grossly disproportionate occur¬ 
rence of alcoholism, suicide, 
diabetes and incarceration that 
native populations face stems 
from a lack of pride in their 
heritage," says Littiebird, who 
is particularly interested in 
issues of education, water use 
and land management. She 

hopes to participate in nego¬ 
tiations that affect the semi¬ 
sovereign legal status of Native 
Americans. 

"It's incredibly important to 
preserve and celebrate differ¬ 
ences, but not to the point where 
it has a negative impact on your 
community," she cautions. 

Littiebird received the 
prestigious Harry S. Truman 
Scholarship [see "Around the 

Quads," May/June], which is 
awarded to college juniors 
with leadership potential and 
promising futures in public 
service. She plans to use the 
funding to pay for law school 
— a road not often traveled by 
environmental biology majors. 

"One of the things that re¬ 
ally strikes me about Sarracina 
is her social conscience," notes 
Matthew Palmer, director of 
undergraduate studies in the 
Department of Ecology, Evolu¬ 
tion and Environmental Biology. 
"She brings a great mix of both 
rigorous environmental science 
and public policy concerns." 

Palmer is Littlebird's thesis 

adviser and one of her favor¬ 
ite professors. "The way he 
presents his knowledge is very 
engaging. He's always making 
jokes. All of us in the major feel 
comfortable going to him," she 
says. 

Though Littiebird always has 
been preoccupied with improv¬ 
ing the quality of life for native 
populations, she arrived at 
Columbia with a different aca¬ 
demic trajectory in mind. 

"I started out thinking I 
wanted to major in physics, 
but realized my love for phys¬ 
ics was purely intellectual," 
she says. "With environmental 
biology, l got to look at things 
l was passionate about for a 
very long time." 

Littiebird was president of 
the Columbia undergraduate 
Scholars Program Alliance dur¬ 
ing the 2007-08 academic year. 
She says she chose Columbia 
because it offered her a quality 
education while allowing her 
to continue pursuing another 
lifelong passion: dance. 

"l wanted a school that had 
excellent academics and a 
great dance program, because 
those are very important in my 
life," explains Littiebird, who 
says she has been dancing 
"since l could walk." 

As a dance concentrator, 
Littiebird takes ballet, mod¬ 
ern dance and dance history 
courses at Barnard. When she 
is home in Santa Fe she col¬ 
laborates with Dancing Earth, 
a traveling company based 
in San Francisco that fuses 
traditional native dance with 
contemporary dance. She also 
enjoys reading, rafting — and, 
of course, cooking. 

"I love making chili. It's 
something that's unique to the 
Southwest region [of the Unit¬ 
ed States]," says Littiebird. 

Nathalie Alonso '08, from 
Sunnyside, Queens, majored 
in American studies. She has 
seen every episode of l Love 
Lucy and is an avid New York 
Yankees fan. 

Sarracina Littiebird '09 spent the summer between her junior and se¬ 
nior years in iquitos, Peru, conducting research about local fisheries. 

PHOTO: JASON PATINKIN '09 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
■ MacPHEE: Donna MacPhee '89 

has been appointed president of 

the Columbia Alumni Association 

and v.p. of alumni relations. Presi¬ 

dent Lee C. Bollinger announced 

in October. CAA, now in its fourth 

year, represents all Columbia 

alumni worldwide. 

A member of the varsity ten¬ 

nis team as an undergraduate, 

MacPhee has remained involved 

in Columbia athletics, serving on 

numerous committees and co¬ 

founding the Women's Leadership 

Council. She was chosen as one 

of Columbia's 25 most influential 

athletic alumnae this year. 

MacPhee earned an M.B.A. from 

NYU's Stem School of Business and 

then dedicated her career to compa¬ 

nies related to professional athletics, 

including managing finances for 

various departments of the National 

Hockey League. For the past 10 years 

she was co-founder and manager 

of Event Management Associates, 

which provided event and meeting 

planning services to a broad range of 

not-for-profit and corporate clients. 

■ ARC: The Admissions Office has 

launched a new online system for 

use by members of the Alumni Rep¬ 

resentative Committee, alumni who 

interview prospective College and 

SEAS students. "During the last year, 

we have worked to update ARC On¬ 

line to make it more user-friendly," 

said Alec Milton, director of ARC. 

"We have added some features that 

we hope alumni will find helpful in 

support of our outreach and recruit¬ 

ment goals." ARC members can 

log into the new system by going to 

www.studentaffairs.columbia.edu / 

admissions/ alumni/ volunteers.php. 

For more information, e-mail 

ardnfo@columbia.edu. 

■ SUSTAINABILITY: Columbia has 

earned the highest grade given this 

year for sustainability efforts across 

college campuses nationwide, accord¬ 

ing to the 2009 College Sustainability 

Report Card compiled and produced 

by the Sustainable Endowments 

Institute. Columbia was the only 

university in New York State, and one 

of 15 nationwide, to earn an A-. Last 

year, Columbia scored a B+. 

The College Sustainability Report 

Card is released annually and ranks 

colleges and universities in the 

United States and Canada based 

on 43 indicators in nine categories. 

The profiles of 300 schools were 

created using information gathered 

through independent research as 

well as through voluntary responses 

from school administrators to three 

surveys. The average grade for all 

schools surveyed was C+. Colum¬ 

bia earned an A for six categories, 

including administration, food and 

recycling, green building, student in¬ 

volvement, shareholder engagement 

and investment priorities. 

For more, visit www.columbia. 

edu / cu / news / oncampus / sustain 

ability.html. 

■ WE'RE NO. 8: Columbia tied for 

eighth in the most recent ranking 

of national universities issued by 

U.S. News & World Report, released 

in August. Harvard was No. 1, fol¬ 

lowed by Princeton and Yale, with 

MIT and Stanford tied for fourth 

and Cal Tech and Penn tied for 

sixth. Columbia was tied for eighth 

with Duke and Chicago. 

■ LIBRARIES: Building on the suc¬ 

cess of the New Media Teaching and 

Learning Center in helping faculty to 

use technology in the classroom and 

in online learning, Columbia Librar¬ 

ies has created the Center for Digital 

Research and Scholarship. 

"Our goal is to get librarians more 

effectively into the research centers," 

says V. P. for Information Services and 

University Librarian James Neal. "We 

want to help faculty to use library 

resources creatively and to use them 

in their research. We're trying to get 

our faculty and resarchers to think 

differently about ways to communi¬ 

cate their research" 

Tools and services offered by 

CDRS include, according to its 

Web site, Web-based research and 

discovery tools; online collabora¬ 

tion, data-sharing and communica¬ 

tion spaces; faculty and researcher 

career development tools; scholarly 

communication policy and practice; 

scholarly database development and 

interactive tools; Columbia's publi¬ 

cation and data repository; pre- and 

post-publication peer review for data 

and publications; campus-produced 

publications; collaborations with 

university presses; Web site design 

consultation; and video services. 

Also to better serve faculty 

and researchers, the Libraries has 

launched a copyright advisory ser¬ 

vice designed to "educate, advocate 

and advise faculty and on copyright 

issues that arise relative to educa¬ 

tion, research and teaching," accord¬ 

ing to Neal. "These are extensions of 

ways in which the librarian tries to 

War Memorial To Be Dedicated After many years of discussion and planning, the University 
will unveil and dedicate a memorial to Columbia students 
and alumni of all schools who gave their lives in the per¬ 

formance of American, uniformed military service as a result of 
service-related injuries during any war or recognized conflict/cam¬ 
paign, dating back to the American Revolution. The event is sched¬ 
uled for Friday, December 12, at 6 p.m. in the lobby of Butler Library. 

The event is open to the public and will include an exhibition of 
Columbia's military history and the unveiling of a plaque by University 
Trustees Chair Bill Campbell '62, whose generosity allowed the 
memorial came to fruition. The plaque, to be hung on the wall to the 
left of the stairwell, will read: "We remember with enduring gratitude 
those who attended the colleges and schools of Columbia University 
and lost their lives in the military service of our nation. As we celebrate 
their lives, let us honor them by guarding peace." 

Co-sponsored by the Columbia Alumni Association, the plaque 
will be accompanied by an electronic kiosk, making it possible 
for visitors to search through an extensive electronic database 
of names, photographs and other memorabilia. Such a coupling 
renders in effect a living, breathing memorial, one of the primary 
reasons the University opted for this type of tribute. 

"The establishment of this war memorial is a proud and overdue 
moment," said Provost Alan Brinkley. "For more than 200 years, 
members of the Columbia community have fought and died in 
defense of their country, and it is, I believe, an institutional obligation 
for us to acknowledge their bravery and sacrifice." 

All members of the Columbia community will be invited to 
share validated information soon after the event. 

Gordon Chenoweth Sauer '17 Arts 

serve faculty," he noted. 

In other Library news. University 

Professor Emeritus Fritz Stem '46, 

'53 GSAS, a distinguished historian 

of modem Germany and former 

University provost, has donated 

to the Rare Book & Manuscript 

Library more than 500 letters to his 

parents, Rudolf and Kathe, from a 

galaxy of noted German scientists 

and professionals in the first half of 

the 20th century. Both parents were 

accomplished practicing profes¬ 

sionals whose lives and careers 

intersected with important figures 

of the time. The letters comple¬ 

ment materials already held by the 

RBML, including correspondence 

between Stem's parents and Albert 

Einstein that Stem earlier donated. 

Also, the RBML has received a 

two-year grant of $145,000 from The 

Getty Foundation in Los Angeles to 

arrange and describe the archives 

of the late University art historian 

Meyer Schapiro '24, '26 GSAS, '35 

GSAS, a modernist, medievalist and 

theorist. The Meyer Schapiro Papers 

are composed primarily of drafts of 

lectures, manuscripts, and published 

and unpublished articles as well as 

substantial correspondence with fam¬ 

ily members and arts institutions. The 

papers complement other Schapiro 

holdings in the RBML, including 

hundreds of tapes of lectures. 

Discover the stories 
behind one of New York's 
finest institutions with 

Stuyvesant High School: 
The First 100 Years! 

The Centennial Book includes: 
• History of Stuyvesant High 
School, with hundreds of great 
photos! 
• Wise and funny recollections 
and "Think-Backs" by alumni(ae) 
and teachers 
• Excerpts from student 
publications The Spectator, 
Indicator and Caliper 

Preview and order the 
Stuyvesant High School 

Centennial book at 
www.ourstrongband.org! 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Jacob Coleman "J.C." Hurewitz 

'50 GSAS, a professor emeritus in 

the political science department, 

died on May 16. He was 93. 

Hurewitz, who graduated from 

Trinity College in Hartford, Conn., 

worked for the Near East section 

of the Office of Strategic Services 

during WWII, then worked succes¬ 

sively at the State Department, as 

a political adviser on Palestine to 

the President7 s cabinet and for the 

United Nations secretariat. 

Hurewitz concentrated on the 

Middle East at GSAS and accepted a 

post at Columbia the year he gradu¬ 

ated. Hurewitz directed the Middle 

East Institute from 1970-84, when 

he retired, but his most enduring 

scholarly achievement may have 

been collecting mostly unpublished 

papers to document the history of 

the Middle East from the early 16th 

century until just after WWII. The 
Struggle far Palestine (1950), a revision 

of his doctoral thesis, still is regarded 

as an illuminating look at the emer¬ 

gence of Israel as a nation. 

In 1972, Hurewitz established the 

Columbia University Seminar on the 

Middle East, which he continued to 

chair until he was nearly 90. He also 

taught at Cornell and Johns Hopkins 

and held research fellowships at the 

Council on Foreign Relations, the 

Social Science Research Council and 

Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 

Eugene E Rice Jr., chair of the his¬ 

tory department from 1970-73 and 

the William R. Shepherd Professor 

of History, died on August 4 at 83. 

Rice, a descendent of Benjamin 

Franklin, was drafted into U.S. Army 

intelligence. After service in Europe, 

he graduated from Harvard in 1947 

and earned a Ph.D. there in 1953. 

Leading Renaissance scholar Hans 

Baron described Rice's first book. 

The Renaissance Idea of Wisdom (1973, 

an account of the secularization of 

wisdom from Petrarch to Pierre 

Charron) as a "brilliantly written 

and keenly argued study." Rice's 

textbook. The Foundations of Early 
Modem Europe, 1460-1559, still is 

widely used 40 years after its first 

publication, via an updated version 

by Anthony Grafton. 

Rice taught at Harvard and Cor¬ 

nell before moving to Columbia in 

1964. A founding member of the Re¬ 

naissance Society of America, he was 

its executive director from 1966-82 

and 1985-87. Rice was presented the 

College's Great Teacher Award in 

1984. University Professor Emeritus 

IN LUMINE TUO 
■ BOOKER: Aravind Adiga '97, a 

first-time author from India, won the 

Man Booker Prize on October 14 for 

his novel The White Tiger, which was 

praised by the judges for presenting 

the "dark side of India." The 33-year- 

old Adiga is the second-youngest 

writer in the 40 years of the competi¬ 

tion, which awards a prize of £50,000 

to the best work of fiction by an 

author from the British Common¬ 

wealth or the Republic of Ireland. 

Adiga was bom in Madras. 

Michael Portillo, who chaired 

the panel of judges, praised The 
White Tiger as an "extraordinary" 

work that revolves around Balram, 

a young man who grows up in an 

poor village and is beguiled by the 

corrupting charms of New Delhi. 

"He is a hero who is a thorough¬ 

going villain," Portillo said. "The 

SAVE THE DATE! 
FALL SEMESTER 2008 

Thursday-Frlday Thursday Monday 
NOVEMBER DECEMBER DECEMBER 

27-28 4 8 
Thanksgiving Holiday Yule Log Ceremony Last Day of Classes 

and Tree Lighting 

Friday Friday 
DECEMBER DECEMBER 

12 19 
War Memorial Fall Term Ends 

Dedication 

SPRING SEMESTER 2009 

Monday Tuesday Saturday 
JANUARY JANUARY FEBRUARY 

19 20 7 
Martin Luther King Jr. First Day of Classes San Francisco 

Holiday College Day 

Sunday Wednesday Wednesday 
FEBRUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 

8 11 4 
Los Angeles College Day February Degrees John Jay Awards Dinner 

Conferred 

Monday-Friday Monday Friday 
MARCH MAY MAY 

16-20 4 15 
Spring Break Last Day of Classes Spring Term Ends 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 
MAY MAY MAY 

17 18 19 
Baccalaureate Service Academic Awards & Class Day 

Prizes Ceremony 

Wednesday Thursday-Sunday 
MAY JUNE 

20 4-7 
Commencement Dean’s Day and Alumni 

Reunion Weekend 

For more information, please call the Columbia College Office of Alumni Affairs 
and Development, 866-CC-ALUMNl, or visit the College's alumni events 

Web site: www.college.columbia.edu/alumni/events, or the University alumni 
events Web site: http://alumni.columbia.edu/attend/eventscalendar.aspx. 

and former Provost Fritz Stem '46 

said Rice was "a Renaissance scholar 

in every sense, an admirable col¬ 

league, with a quiet, profound sense 

of our collective enterprise, unpreten¬ 

tious and with a wry humor." 

Charles H. Tilly, the Joseph L. 

Buttenwieser Professor of Social 

Science, died on April 29. He was 

78 and had been at Columbia since 

1996, during which time he ad¬ 

vised 101 GSAS Ph.D. candidates. 

Tilly was a social scientist who 

combined historical interpreta¬ 

tion and quantitative analysis in 

his prolific work to form unusual 

interpretations, such as when he 

compared nation states to protec¬ 

tion rackets. Tilly, who had a joint 

appointment with the Depart¬ 

ments of Sociology and Political 

Science, is widely considered the 

leading scholar of his generation 

on contentious politics and its re¬ 

lationship with military, economic, 

urban and demographic social 

change. He wrote more than 600 

articles and 51 books. 

A1950 graduate of Harvard, 

where he earned a Ph.D. in 1958 in 

sociology, Tilly also studied at Ox¬ 

ford and the Catholic University 

of Angers, France. He served in 

the Navy during the Korean War. 

Tilly taught at Delaware, Harvard, 

Toronto, Michigan and the New 

School before joining Columbia. 

He also had stints at a number of 

other schools in North America 

and Europe. 

story tells of the divisions between 

rich and poor and the impossibil¬ 

ity of the poor from ever escaping 

their lot, as well as the corruption 

that typifies — for the author — the 

corruption in Indian politics." 

For more on Adiga, see the '97 

Class Notes. 

■ SCIENCE: Samsung Corp. an¬ 

nounced in April it has awarded 

physics professor Philip Kim the 

2008 Ho-Am Science Prize for his 

pioneering work on low-dimen¬ 

sional carbon nanostructures. The 

prize gives Kim a certificate, a 

gold medal and 200 million Kore¬ 

an won. It is given to individuals 

who have furthered the welfare of 

humanity through distinguished 

accomplishments in their respec¬ 

tive professional fields. 
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Almost 1,200 alumni, parents, 
students and friends attended 
Homecoming on October 4. 
Fun was had by all, from face¬ 
painting for the little ones to 
loyal Lion fan "Freddy 'Sez'" 
cheering on the football team 
to alumni and guests chatting 
with Dean Austin Quigley. Every¬ 
one also enjoyed a gourmet 
picnic under the Big Tent before 
the Lions battled Princeton in a 
game won by the visitors 27-24. 

PHOTOS: EILEEN BARROSO 
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

Dean Austin Quigley 
As he nears completion of his 14-year tenure, 

Quigley points with pride to collective achievements 

Quigley says reestablishing the centrality of the College to Columbia's stature as a research university has been one of the 
major accomplishments during his tenure. 

PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 

The goal has been to make all of the parts work well together. 
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Almost every unit is functioning much better than before, so that every 

facet of the student experience is much better than it used to be. 

Last spring, Austin Quigley announced his plans to step 
down as dean of Columbia College at the end of the 2008-09 
academic year. His 14 years at the helm is the second-longest 
tenure in the College's 255-year history. CCT editor Alex 
Sachare 71 visited Quigley in his office in Hamilton Hall 
for a wide-ranging interview, the first part of which follows. 
Part II will be published in the January/February issue. 

As you reflect upon your tenure as dean, the second-longest in the 

history of the College, what would you say is your most significant 

achievement, the one that will have the greatest lasting impact? 

It is really quite pertinent, not just a kind of etiquette, that whenever I 

am asked what matters most to me, I always turn it back to "us" and 

"our greatest achievement together." A fundamental part of what 

my job entails is to offer a certain kind of leadership, the kind that 

enables and encourages many other people to lead in their own way 

alongside whatever I offer. If I have done my work right, it involves 

encouraging, enabling and assisting many other people (faculty, 

staff, students, parents and alumni) to do lots of creative thinking 

and offer leadership of their own, so that we all work together to 

make the many, many facets of the College better. 

In an early interview (CCT, Winter 1999), I spoke about creat¬ 

ing a coherent picture of what the whole educational enterprise is 

about in the College. The goal has been not just to make some of the 

parts better but to make all of the parts work well together, so that 

everyone senses a consistent picture of the whole, and that people 

feel they are participating at every level in the larger project. 

One of the key things we have thus achieved together is to 

change the status of the College within the University. It is very 

important to have more and more people in the University (and 

perhaps outside the University, also) understand that the stature 

of a research university these days depends in very important part 

on the stature of the undergraduate college. Historically, when Co¬ 

lumbia moved up to the Momingside campus, there was much 

speculation at the highest levels of the University about the fact 

that the really successful research institution of the 20th century 

was going to depend fundamentally on the strength of its gradu¬ 

ate and professional schools. Now, that focus is not wrong in itself; 

but what Columbia did not get right was where the undergradu¬ 

ate college fits in that context. As the 20th century unfolded, that 

lack of understanding of where the College fit played itself out in a 

number of unhappy ways that many people are familiar with. The 

College was kept alive and thriving by a critical mass of faculty, 

staff and alumni who were really committed to the College at a 

time when the institution itself was much less so. 

By the late 20th century, the College had become in some ways an 

orphan child of the institution. When George Rupp was appointed 

president, he felt it important to say (though it had been said before) 

that it was time to put the College back at the center of the University. 

I came in to be Dean of the College at that point, and to pursue that 

goal. But, while it was important that we get the institutional com¬ 

mitment from the top, there was a very large gap between announc¬ 

ing a priority and taking the steps needed to make it happen. 

So if I were to say, what7 s the legacy here, what have we achieved 

together, it's that going forward Columbia will not again, at any 

time in the near future, lose sight of the centrality of the College to 

its stature as a research university. The ranking of individual de¬ 

partments matters, the ranking of individual schools matters, but 

what really, really matters — it even matters to our bond rating — 

is the stature of the College. This is what is assessed in the national 

rankings that, for better or for worse, grasp public attention, like 

those of U.S. News & World Report. 

Now, the actual stature of the College is only indirectly related to 

what is measured in U.S. News & World Report rankings. The stat¬ 

ure of the College has a lot more to do with the actual quality of the 

educational experience inside the classroom and outside, with how 

happy students feel about their time at Columbia, and how com¬ 

mitted our graduating students feel, in the long term, toward sup¬ 

porting this institution. These are the things that affect the quality of 

the applicant pool, the commitment of the faculty and the loyalty of 

alumni. All alumni have to feel that, though they're only in residence 

for four years, their involvement in the institution is a lifetime in¬ 

volvement. A private institution depends upon the intergeneration- 

al sense of responsibility that faculty feel toward students and that 

alumni feel for the students coming along behind them. A private 

university depends very much upon the philanthropy of its former 

students if it is going to thrive. You really cannot afford to have a 

skeletal College, which is what we had at one point — a good edu¬ 

cation inside the classroom but not enough outside the classroom. 

Many an alumnus can tell you about the bad old days with great 

gusto and sorrow. And we have had to continue the process of fixing 

all that, together. 

A first-rate undergraduate college has to focus extensively on the 

students' personal and social development, their intellectual devel¬ 

opment and their professional development. These are 18-22-year- 

olds, working not just on what they want to be in terms of jobs but 

also who they want to be, which values will inform their lives, how 

they will devote their time and to whose benefit besides their own. 

A university with a college at its center has to invest in the college 

in a variety of different ways — faculty support, classroom, studio 

and laboratory upgrades, student affairs staff and programs, career 

services, advising staff, residential life programs. New York City- 

as-a-classroom initiatives, alumni-student programs, a first-rate 

student center, a library that can also be a social center, attractive 

lounges and other meeting places, well-maintained grounds and 

public spaces, better residence halls, athletics facilities and other 

special activity facilities, including the Roone Arledge Auditorium 

and Cinema, community outreach and study abroad programs, a 

subway station that speaks of our importance to the city and so 

on. With the generous help of alumni and parents, we renovated 

37 classrooms in Hamilton Hall because we feel that, if faculty are 

teaching College students, it ought to be in an environment that is 

consistent with the expectations and standards of people working 

at the highest level of intellectual exchange. It is all interrelated. 

As the quality of the College students has gotten better and bet¬ 

ter, the institutional leadership — not just me, but others, too — has 

focused upon making the centrality of the College a top institutional 

priority. There's also been an accompanying structural change in 
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Some measure of power comes with every title, hut 

authority derives from others, from the trust others develop 

in you if you use well whatever power you have. 

Arts and Sciences, where the Dean of the College 

is increasingly included in decision making about 

faculty hiring and promotions, and there is a reem¬ 

phasis on the importance of teaching for successful 

faculty careers here at Columbia. At the same time, 

the vice president for Arts and Sciences has become 

much more involved in student affairs. Nick Dirks 

and I have worked for the last four years on imple¬ 

menting the complementary nature of our roles. 

These really are two sides of the same coin: The 

University and its faculty take greater ownership 

of the College, and the College alumni take greater 

responsibility for the support of the faculty. If you 

check back on the rate at which College alumni and 

parents were funding endowed chairs for the fac¬ 

ulty, before I began as dean, it was very slow. Now 

there's a steady stream of endowed chairs coming 

in for the faculty. At the same time, alumni support of student pro¬ 

grams, facilities and financial aid has grown prodigiously so the Col¬ 

lege and the larger University have benefited together. 

Thus the central importance of putting the College back at the 

center of the University and recognizing that the stature of the Uni¬ 

versity depends significantly upon the stature of the College — if 

I'm going to describe what matters to me most, I think it is taking a 

leading role in putting together all of the pieces needed for that to 

happen. And I think it has happened, and I think it will last. 

On the flip side, what has been your biggest disappointment? 

When you first took the job, you must have had certain expecta¬ 

tions. Is there anything specific, a place you hoped the College 

would be where it is not, or not yet? 

The two things that constrain everybody at Columbia are resource 

limitations and space limitations. It's a common challenge. When 

you're trying to upgrade the College in a large variety of ways, 

they all require new resources and they all require new space or 

better use of existing space or refurbished space — there's always 

a space challenge. 

If the initial goal was to get a lot of people together who would all 

lead alongside my leadership and we would upgrade every facet of 

the College together, then that has happened. But we couldn't do all 

of the things simultaneously; some have had to move more slowly 

than others. The list was very long at the beginning, and almost ev¬ 

ery unit is functioning much better than before, so that every facet 

of the student experience is much better than it used to be. But there 

are still several places where we are far from where we want to be 

both in terms of facilities and of personnel. While it was essential to 

increase rapidly our resources in order to get many things done—if 

you'll check the annual fund, for example, it7s gone up from $4.5 mil¬ 

lion when I started to more than $13 million last year, a huge increase 

— our needs are always in advance of even our increased resources, 

because we were starting from so far behind. 

The biggest single frustration has been that, because we have been 

so visibly getting better and better, we have been able to hire some 

truly excellent staff, and of course, a lot of excellent faculty. But it hasn't 

always been possible to hold onto them. Our losses 

have been less on the faculty side, because we re¬ 

ally try very hard not to let that happen. But we've 

spent a lot of time rethinking what a college edu¬ 

cation outside of the classroom should be like. We 

have rethought how all the pieces fit together and 

what all the support programs should be like, and 

we hired an excellent staff over the years who really 

contributed to that discussion and were inspired by 

the possibilities. But then some of them were hired 

away by other institutions at much higher salaries. 

It is a constant frustration to be losing staff who have 

developed the expertise we need but we can't pay 

them beyond a certain level and we can't give them 

enough colleagues to support them appropriately 

because the resources aren't there. That has been the 

single biggest recurring disappointment, that we 

haven't been able to retain all of our excellent staff. 

I want to make it clear, of course, that we have retained a criti¬ 

cal mass of excellent staff. Constant innovation provides an ap¬ 

pealing working environment for a lot of people so there are re¬ 

wards outside the pay packet. Far more College staff and faculty 

than I am comfortable with — and I'm very grateful to them all 

— work much longer hours than are justified by their salaries, 

because they think that the goal and the achievements are worth 

it in themselves. I'm enormously grateful that we have had the 

loyalty that we've had and that people have achieved more with 

less, worked longer hours than they should and certainly more 

than they're paid for, as this has played an enormous part in the 

resurgence of the College. But it's unfortunate that we have to 

rely on that. Then you have the disappointment when a person 

reaches a limit and leaves because he or she can do much better fi¬ 

nancially elsewhere, even though he or she may like the job here. 

That's a recurring challenge that's been difficult to live with, and 

I'd liked to have been able to do more, more quickly, in that area. 

Why did you feel the time was right for you to step down at the 

end of this academic year? 

You have to contextualize it a little bit. I'm now the second-lon¬ 

gest serving dean, and Dean [Herbert] Hawkes served in a very 

different time (1918-43), so I've been the longest-serving dean in 

the modem era. A dean's term, not unlike a college president's 

term, is typically 10 years plus or minus two; that's a fairly com¬ 

mon measurement, though most of my predecessors have served 

shorter terms. Once you get close to 10 years, you have to start 

thinking about when the appropriate time is to go, bearing in 

mind that you're nearer the end than the beginning. If things 

are going well, there is the impulse to keep going because things 

are going well, and they keep getting better. But there is a rea¬ 

son why these positions are set up as rotating positions. How¬ 

ever successful an individual dean is, everybody has strengths 

and weaknesses; everybody has an angle of vision that is their 

own. That7s why it7s important that these jobs rotate. I've been 

playing to my strengths, but the whole point of a rotation is that 

Quigley Endowment 
Inspired by a group of College 

alumni, the Dean Austin Quig¬ 

ley Endowment for Student 

Success has been announced 

to pay tribute to Quigley's 14 

years of service as Dean of the 

College. The endowment's goal 

is to raise $50 million to sup¬ 

port, initially, undergraduate 

advising and career education 

programs. To date, commit¬ 

ments for approximately $25 

million have been received. 
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f 

Quigley says involving many constituencies 
and building a strong senior staff have paved 
the way to collective achievements. Clockwise 
from top left, Quigley with faculty members 
Sheldon Pollack (center) and Samuel Moyn 
(second from right) at the 2007 Van Doren- 
Trilling awards ceremony; Quigley with Trustee 
Robert K. Kraft '63 at the 2004 Alexander 
Hamilton Award Dinner honoring Kraft; 
Quigley and V.P. of Arts and Sciences Nicholas 
Dirks; and Quigley with students at a College 
function in 2006. Below, the College's senior 
staff in a photo taken at the 2006 Alexander 
Hamilton Award Dinner, from left, former Dean 
of Student Affairs Chris Colombo, Associate 
Dean of Strategic Planning Susan Mescher, 
Quigley, Dean of Academic Affairs Kathryn 
Yatrakis and Dean of Alumni Affairs and 
Development Derek Wittner '65. 

PHOTOS, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: DANIELLA 
ZALCMAN '09, EILEEN BARROSO, CHRIS TAGGART, 
EILEEN BARROSO; BELOW: EILEEN BARROSO 
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We work with students to help them understand how much of what 

they enjoy at Columbia has been put in place by their predecessors. 

another person will bring another set of strengths to the job. So 

really, once you get to 12 or 13 years, you're trying to find the 

right time in what is a rapidly narrowing window. 

It is also important, of course, to hand over strong momentum 

to your successor, not to play your own hand to the full. And it's 

not as if I am going to disappear from Columbia. I'll be teaching, 

I'll be doing my research here. I'll continue to have a voice at Co¬ 

lumbia, and I'll be doing some work to support the president's 

efforts to enhance undergraduate education more broadly. 

You spoke of collective achievement. Can you describe the work¬ 

ing partnerships you have developed during your time as Dean 

of the College, with other administrators, faculty. Arts and Sci¬ 

ences, students, alumni... 

University leadership, particularly that of President Lee C. Bol¬ 

linger, Provost Alan Brinkley, E.V.P. for University Development 

and Alumni Relations Susan Feagin and V.P. of Arts and Sciences 

Nick Dirks, has been indispensable to our more recent progress. Fac¬ 

ulty leadership has been just as vital from tire 

beginning: the departmental chairs, the teach¬ 

ers of the Core Curriculum, the members of 

the College's standing committees, the A&S 

faculty committees, the deans of Columbia's 

other schools and so on. Our Alumni As¬ 

sociation and Board of Visitors have been 

amazingly supportive. And the current Uni¬ 

versity alumni and development operation 

has worked very closely with us to everyone's 

benefit. Not so visible, but tremendously in¬ 

fluential, has been the leadership provided by 

University Trustees in restoring the College to 

its central role in the University. 

I've developed successful working part¬ 

nerships with all of the above — as I would have to if I were doing 

my job in the way I believe it needs to be done, as a leader among 

other leaders. In this regard, I like to distinguish between the power 

that comes from having a title and the power and authority that come 

from having led with a reasonable amount of skill. Some measure of 

power comes with every title, but authority derives from others, from 

the trust others develop in you if you use well whatever power you 

have, demonstrate a readiness to listen and try to build consensus. So 

partnerships with the various constituencies in the College and the 

University are very important because, if you don't acquire trust, you 

may still be in office but you are not really in charge in any satisfactory 

way. And partnerships also register the humility essential to any suc¬ 

cessful leadership role at a university. Columbia attracts strong minds 

and strong personalities from which any successful leader can con¬ 

stantly learn and should constantly be learning. 

We also have tremendously strong student leadership these days, 

a Student Council with very active students who are very much en¬ 

gaged with the institution and with whom we develop many kinds 

of partnerships. Through our leadership programs and outreach pro¬ 

grams, internships and Student-Alumni Programs, we have students 

who are much engaged not only with Columbia but also with the 

neighborhood, the city and the larger world. The Senior Gift, which 

last year reached a record participation of 85 percent, is some indica¬ 

tion of the way students feel about their commitment to Columbia, 

about Columbia's role in the world beyond our gates and about the 

College's need for their leadership in the long term. We work with 

students from day one to help them understand how much of what 

they enjoy at Columbia has been put in place by their predecessors, 

so they, in turn, have responsibilities as well as rights. We've also been 

working with students on what it means to create a college commu¬ 

nity here, since responsibility for a college community rests with the 

students as well as with the faculty and administration. They take a 

leadership role in that, too, and we work with them to help. 

I spend a lot of personal time with individual students and groups 

in different ways—it's not always as visible as it might be, partly be¬ 

cause I like to keep it between me and them. But there is, of course, 

only one of me and 4,000 students, so a lot of my work with students 

is conducted through staff. But the key thing is that across the board 

we try to develop a situation where the students feel cared for and 

listened to, and that their opinions count. Partnerships grow because 

students feel they are listened to and because they feel they can take 

a lead in a variety of different ways in the life of this institution. 

In the last two or three years, we have 

partnered with the student leaders to de¬ 

velop a community principles document. 

This was student initiated. The goal is to de¬ 

velop consultative mechanisms that would 

help, for example, in discussions about who 

should and should not be invited to speak at 

Columbia. When the Ahmadinejad event oc¬ 

curred in the last academic year, it was a big 

thing in itself, but it was one in a long series of 

events involving controversial speakers that 

we have brought to Columbia. Now there 

are better conversations in advance, at the 

end of which there will still typically be dis¬ 

agreement, but at least all those with strong 

opinions have the opportunity to hear in advance why an invitation 

is issued, why some people oppose the invitation, and they can de¬ 

cide together how they would like to handle the proposed event. We 

want the students to feel that they have a key role to play in estab¬ 

lishing the rules and regulations that govern their own community, 

and that, to some degree, student governance is self governance. 

When students feel they are full members of this community, they 

feel they have a responsibility for it. As in all cases in social life, rights 

and responsibilities go hand in hand. 

As far as alumni are concerned, their sense of connectedness to 

the College and to each other is vital if they are to provide the leader¬ 

ship we need. There are 35,000 of them and just one of me, so I spend 

a lot of time reaching out, but I rely heavily on the readiness of vol¬ 

unteer alumni to build and maintain relationships with the College, 

to maintain class links, to promote successful reunions, to help us 

provide services for alumni so they feel if s not just a one-way street, 

with us just asking them for money. Indeed, Columbia College Today 

is an important part of our reaching out to our alumni and is very 

successful in promoting that sense of partnership between those at 

Columbia now and those who were here in the past. 

In working with the Board of Visitors and with the Alumni As¬ 

sociation, and with their committees and at their meetings, you en¬ 

counter astonishingly talented and accomplished people around the 

Quigley with trustee Richard Witten '75 and his 
wife, Lisa '97 TC, benefactors of the Center for 
the Core Curriculum in Hamilton Hall. 

PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 
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Alumni have to feel that, although they’re only in residence for four years, 

their involvement in the institution is a lifetime involvement. 

nation and around the world. We travel much more than we used to. 

We build partnerships with our alumni in as many different ways as 

* we can so they too, feel heard and included and listened to, and that 

they have an ongoing role in the life of the institution. The goodwill 

I that is generated by doing that successfully is vital both for the ideas 

we get from alumni and for the time they are consequently willing 

to devote to Columbia. This is what also produces a really successful 

development operation. It all needs to work together. 

IT s very important, of course, that the faculty be closely engaged, 

i The Committee on Instruction is one of my regular ways of relat¬ 

ing to the faculty as a whole about how the curriculum works and 

how well our students are being served and what new resources we 

might need to develop. The COI meets weekly and also functions as 

my faculty advisory committee. It has been enormously gratifying 

to have faculty members constantly ready to serve on that commit- 

, tee and to have those partners in the faculty. 

There's a similar group called the Core Curriculum Committee. 

It is vital to the College that faculty feel that their needs in teaching 

this wonderful Core Curriculum are being met and that we are con¬ 

stantly monitoring the Core and its resources 

to see whether anything needs to be refined, 

i changed or updated. Through the generosity 

^ of alumni and parents we have been able to 

strengthen that vital part of the institution by 

establishing an endowment for the Core and 

more recently the Witten Center for the Core. 

[ These have been great for faculty morale. To¬ 

gether they have transformed institutional 

j- support for our students taking the Core and 

for our faculty teaching in it. 

We've done several new things as well 

f with the faculty through the Arts and Scienc¬ 

es. The College's partnership with Nick Dirks 

> has probably been one of the most successful 

changes in the University in some years. Nick has included me and 

Kathryn Yatrakis, dean of academic affairs, in the key committee that 

reviews departments and faculty resources, the Academic Review 

Committee. We now are closely involved in resource allocation and 

planning for each of the departments and help him increase those re¬ 

sources. Thaf s a very important thing that Nick and I have worked 

out together, and I'm very grateful to Nick for that. 

Then, during recent years, the Executive Committee of the Facul¬ 

ty of Arts and Sciences, the sole elected body of the Arts and Sciences 

faculty, has increasingly worked with the College to try to coordinate 

1 goals on broad fronts. That ever-growing informal relationship with 

ECFAS has been very important and I expect it to grow further as 

a consequence of recommendations made by the recent Task Force 

on Undergraduate Education, including the establishment of a new 

Arts and Sciences committee on policy and planning that should 

further coordinate the work of administration and faculty. 

There's one more relationship I want to say more about, and 

that is with the Board of Trustees. One of the most important in¬ 

dices of the growing importance of the College to the University 

has been the growing number of active and influential trustees 

with College backgrounds. It has become something of a regu¬ 

lar occurrence for people to work with the Alumni Association 

and the Board of Visitors and then move on up to the Board of 

Trustees. That means the University has trustees who are very 

well informed about what matters to College faculty, what mat¬ 

ters to College alumni and what matters to College students. The 

current board, whether grounded in the College or not, is one of 

Columbia's greatest strengths. 

When alumni become trustees they take on responsibility, of 

course, for all the schools in the University, but given the impor¬ 

tance of the College to the institution, if s very important that the 

trustees understand what matters to the College and why it mat¬ 

ters. Enhancements require resources and resources are always 

limited, so trust and consultation are essential as other schools also 

have their own vital needs. 

Building partnerships is the theme across the board here. You've 

really got to build them across all constituencies, make everybody feel 

that they are being heard, that they have a voice, because in the last 

analysis, whatever success I've enjoyed as dean has depended upon 

work done through and with the many gifted people of the Columbia 

community. My basic sense of what it means to succeed at Columbia 

is to make the most of the wonderfully talented people Columbia at¬ 

tracts so that there's a collective mission being 

undertaken by a lot of people who talk to each 

other, listen to each other and then come to 

some shared sense of what the priorities are. 

You've spoken about the duality of pre¬ 

serving the College's long-established 

historical character while setting new 

goals and instituting new traditions. Can 

you give some examples of how this was 

achieved? I'd say we're in an example of 

that, the renovated Hamilton Hall. 

I'm a great believer, with my academic the¬ 

atrical background, that our built environ¬ 

ment really does affect significantly the quality of the education that 

students receive, whether ifs the residence halls or the administra¬ 

tive offices or the classrooms. A building thafs badly maintained 

and hasn't been renovated in 100 years sends out a negative signal, 

whether you like it or not, whether you mean it or not: Either you 

don't take yourself as seriously as you should as an institution, or 

you haven't tried hard enough to match the standards of your pre¬ 

decessors, to create the environment and support programs that 

reflect the quality of what you believe should characterize the edu¬ 

cational experience as a whole. 

We were very pleased to renovate 37 classrooms in Hamilton 

Hall, the historical home of the College, because thaf s a way of say¬ 

ing to the faculty and students that what goes on in that exchange in 

the classroom is as important now as it has ever been, and certainly 

as important as it was when this grand building was constructed. 

The light should be good, the air should be fresh, the desks should 

be functional, the walls should be attractive and the technology 

should be up to date. It should feel like a place in which the edu¬ 

cational experience is taken with the utmost seriousness. The same 

thing applies to faculty offices and the dining halls and the residence 

halls and the student center and the library. We've steadily upgraded 

many student and faculty facilities, but there is still much more to be 

done. It is in faculty-student exchanges that College traditions are 
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Across the hoard, we try to develop a situation where the students 

feel cared for and listened to and that their opinions count. 

revived, renewed and revised on a regular basis. 

In this respect I want to go back to a previous point about the 

intergenerational community. It's fine to say to students, "You 

should think of yourselves as proto-alumni when you arrive here 

because so much of what you are going to enjoy comes from the 

philanthropy of those who were here before you." But it7 s also 

important that we link our students and alumni together to re¬ 

vive and renew College traditions. We have initiated a variety 

of programs where alumni are hosting students, either at events 

on campus or out in the city. We've established strong links be¬ 

tween the 50th anniversary class and the class that's graduating. 

When we have our Class Day, alumni of all the alumni classes 

carry their banners alongside this graduating class, so that by 

the time students move on to being young alumni, they feel they 

are extending a partnership with a group to which they already 

know they belong. Having that tradition of alumni participating, 

class by class, in the graduation exercises seems very important 

to me. And just as important has been upgrading our annual Al¬ 

exander Hamilton and John Jay awards dinners that have been 

transformed in quality and scope, and part of the enhancement 

for these and other events has been the new tradition of including 

students prominently in the event programs. 

We also have established the tradition of a senior dinner on 

South Field where all the students get together in the final week 

to have a wonderful meal under a large tent. When I first started 

to talk about it, the idea that students would get dressed up for 

a class event seemed a little unlikely. But now, almost everyone 

attends, beautifully dressed, to mark a big occasion in their lives. 

There's much laughter and much nostalgia, so I'm not surprised 

to see a tear here or there, and the class really bonds, and everyone 

is taking photographs of each other, and even of me. The Senior 

Dinner is a wonderful new tradition. If I had further resources, I 

would try to have a first-year dinner and a second-year dinner 

and a third-year dinner, so that the senior dinner would be the 

culmination of four years of similar events. 

Indeed, one of the things I'm tying to work on right now — it's 

still in the planning stage — is to renovate John Jay Dining Hall for 

social events. It's a beautiful dining hall, but like much of our physi¬ 

cal plant, it has not been recently renovated and we are not living 

up to the expectations and standards of our predecessors. I would 

love to have it upgraded beyond what our predecessors envisioned 

to the level at which you could provide a gathering place for a large 

number of students with invited guests, so that the president, or the 

faculty, or other visiting speakers could get together with a large 

number of students in a social environment we could all be proud 

of. That will eventually be a tradition as thriving as the Yule Log cer¬ 

emony in John Jay Hall that we also have upgraded in recent years. 

Having events involving alumni, parents, faculty and students 

on the road and not just at Columbia is important as well. We 

need a much stronger tradition of reaching out to specific places 

on a regular basis so that there are Columbia bases and Colum¬ 

bia clubs around the country and around the world. One of the 

things that we have added on to these events — again, to have 

students feel that students, parents and alumni are all part of a 

shared community — is that when we have trips to California or 

Boston or Atlanta or Paris or Singapore or wherever, we invite the 

students who have just been admitted along with their parents. 

We bring the students up to the front, we announce their names 

and we give them some little memento — in recent years we have 

given them a copy of The Iliad and said, "Welcome, start reading." 

You can see how appropriate that is as a new College tradition. 

Overall, we just have to keep weaving the community more and 

more tightly together with lots of partnerships and traditions so that 

all of the community's disparate constituencies feel as if they all be¬ 

long to this complicated tapestry, so that everyone knows what it 

means to be a member of an intergenerational community ground¬ 

ed in that kind of faculty/student relationship. This is, of course, 

why institutions of higher education exist in the first place, to share 

knowledge and perspectives across generations and cultures. 

There is, however, no more fundamental tradition in the College 

than the Core Curriculum. The Core itself is a College tradition and 

its intellectual life involves exploring cultural traditions in many 

different ways. One recent change has been of vital importance. 

It7 s no secret to anyone who has been around here for a while that 

the Core Curriculum has always been missing a science compo¬ 

nent — not because nobody had thought about it, but because 

the people who had thought about it long enough couldn't figure 

out how to make it work. There has been a lot of disagreement 

among the science faculty about whether such a course should be 

taught, and how it should be taught were it to be taught. Given the 

national need for better science education, it seemed appropriate 

to take something of a risk on that and say, "Let7 s reengage that 

conversation, reignite that debate, even if we're not going to reach 

an easy consensus on this." There is no successful model for do¬ 

ing something like this around the country, so we needed to begin 

something on the basis of trial and error. But it was worth taking 

the risk, as there has been a critical mass of senior faculty who are 

willing to put their reputations on the line to make it work. 

So we set out to do a new Core course, "Frontiers of Science," 

knowing it was going to be a bumpy road. What makes me feel 

we should persist is that there are some gifted faculty, including 

Nobel Prize winners, who continue to want to take on the chal¬ 

lenge of teaching general science to first-year students — not be¬ 

cause they knew how to do it, but because they felt that Columbia 

is the place where we should take the lead in trying to address 

this national challenge. We've had a five-year experiment with 

it, and we've just renewed it for another five years, so we'll see. 

Having the Core Curriculum incorporate science seems to me to 

be a new tradition that needs to become lasting, and we should 

keep trying until we are successful. 

I'm just going to list a few other new or renewed traditions, 

without going into much detail, to give you a sense of the range of 

our efforts. We have an annual faculty-senior class event that the 

College and SEAS sponsor together for graduating seniors so they 

can invite their favorite faculty and thank them for all that they 

enjoyed while here as students. We have an annual faculty-staff 

holiday party for SEAS and the College to bond the faculty and 

staff together. The much enhanced Music Performance Program is 

an example of how important it can be to provide students in the 

arts with a really first-rate performance environment. The number 

of students in that program is now at an astonishing 400 and rising. 

The very best of them now perform at the Weill Auditorium in Car¬ 

negie Hall on an annual basis. For those talented students to be in 

Carnegie Hall with their parents, with alumni, in a beautiful audi- 
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Clockwise from top: Quigley portrays himself in the 2004 
Varsity Show; Quigley with Senator John McCain P'07 
before his 2006 Class Day address; Quigley with students 
at a Dean's Tea in 2006; students in the renovated lobby 
of Hamilton Hall, with one of the restored Tiffany stained 
glass windows in the background. 

PHOTOS: EILEEN BARROSO; ALAN S. ORLING (ABOVE) 
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The ultimate resource of a university is its faculty, because so much 

else follows from its quality and the quality of its involvement. 

torium, it?s just a terrific new tradition for all of them. With the gen¬ 

erous help and active participation of Lee Bollinger, we now have a 

ceremonial Orientation welcome to first-year students and parents 

that rivals Class Day. We have radically upgraded our alumni of 

color outreach programs that, among other things, provide a lot 

of active mentoring to our students, as does our association of Co¬ 

lumbia College Women. College alumni and parents have taken a 

leadership role in funding the upgrading of facilities and services 

for our athletes. And last, but not least, with the help of a remark¬ 

ably generous gift from John Kluge '37, we have radically renewed 

our commitment to need-blind admissions and full-need financial 

aid with a massive new investment in the quality of the aid we of¬ 

fer. This reinforces our tradition of enrolling a genuinely inclusive 

student body. 

As I said, these are just some of the many important initiatives 

that help people in the various constituencies of the institution feel 

admired, rewarded, attended to, cared for — all that is important - 

and it is through our College traditions, old and new, that the College 

community, now fueled by the aspirations of 2008, feels connected to 

the aspirations and achievements of the Col¬ 

lege community of 1754 and thereafter. 

More than a decade ago, the College went 

through Enlargement and Enhancement, 

when enrollment grew by about 15 per¬ 

cent. Now there is talk of further growing 

the College. What are the advantages to 

the College of such a step, and where does 

this stand? 

Every decision to enlarge the College needs 

to be done with a great deal of careful plan¬ 

ning. There was very extensive planning 

the last time around, and that enabled us to 

reap many of the benefits we hoped we would achieve. The en¬ 

largement plan in 1996 tried to move the College forward on sev¬ 

eral fronts simultaneously. We would grow the College, invest in 

new facilities for the students, invest in new faculty and invest in 

alumni relations and development so that the goodwill that would 

be generated by new investments in the College for our students 

would spark a readiness of alumni to invest in the University and 

in the College. I think that has worked wonderfully well. You look 

around and see the new Broadway Residence Hall, which was part 

of the Enlargement and Enhancement plan; the new Alfred Lemer 

Hall student center, which was partly paid for by the enlargement 

and partly by a large gift from the Lemer family and other gener¬ 

ous alumni; the renovation of Butler Library including the Milstein 

Family College Library (incorporating a coffee lounge and creat¬ 

ing a much more social environment); and also the renovation 

of Hamilton Hall, its classrooms and offices. The idea across the 

board was for the tuition funds derived from enlargement to be 

plowed back significantly into the College and for that to be suc¬ 

ceeded by a much larger development operation for the College 

to the benefit of the College, Arts and Sciences and the University. 

All of that seems to me to have worked pretty well, although the 

immediate impact of enlargement was reduced by the volatility of 

national tuition increase norms and by a lack of clear accounting of 

where the funds were allocated. 

Enlargement was meant to be part of a much broader effort to 

invest in the College, including investing in the College faculty 

writ large, and that means in effect the Arts and Sciences faculty. Of 

the pieces that really needed to be cranked up, that probably was 

not done as well as the rest of the operation. It is well known that 

the faculty did not grow as rapidly as the student population grew, 

and this is one of the reasons why further enlargement is viewed in 

some quarters with some skepticism. 

The 1996 enlargement was informed by an extensive and detailed 

study of how much potential growth could be accommodated in ex¬ 

isting classrooms and in existing residence halls, or with reasonably 

easy access to more beds by moving some administrative offices out 

of the residence halls that didn't need to be there. But we've used up 

that excess capacity, so another phase of enlargement would require 

that another set of criteria be brought to bear. Almost every new bed 

would have to be provided for by a new residence hall, and that 

raises the expense. And since we did the last enlargement, the cost of 

building anything in New York City, which was astronomical then, 

has become even more astronomical now. 

It's fairly clear that there would not be 

an immediate financial benefit to conduct¬ 

ing an enlargement now. How soon would 

there be money to plow back into making 

the College and Arts and Sciences better? 

The financial model isn't as positive as the 

last one was, or at least appeared to be. 

There is much to be debated at this point 

about whether we should or should not 

grow larger anytime soon. It's very much 

on the table. It probably will not move for¬ 

ward more rapidly than the Manhattan- 

ville project moves forward. As Manhat- 

tanville facilities come online, there will be 

people moving out of the buildings here on Morningside, and 

there will be more classrooms and offices available. If we do in 

fact develop a larger faculty on Morningside, it seems logical 

to consider growing the College to use the available classroom 

space. But there are many other considerations, and before mov¬ 

ing forward we would need to be very clear on how a growth in 

the size of the College would be directly linked to an enhance¬ 

ment of its quality. 

So enlargement is not off the table, but the relationship between 

the variables is complicated and a clear plan is needed to inform any 

decision. So while it? s being looked at, a decision is not imminent. 

What is the role of the President's Task Force on Undergraduate 

Education? How has the relationship among the College, SEAS, 

Barnard and General Studies evolved during your tenure? 

The appointment of a task force facilitates one of those big picture 

reviews that need to be undertaken periodically to get everyone 

thinking beyond the orthodoxies of the day. It generates conver¬ 

sations and reflections in ways that standard faculty governance 

structures don't. We have all sorts of faculty committees at the 

departmental level and at the College level, but we don't have a 

standing committee that sits down and thinks about the whole of 
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The way we have knit together the College and SEAS, students in those 

schools now feel very much as if they are in complementary groups. 

undergraduate education. How exactly does the College relate to 

SEAS and to General Studies and where should Barnard be in the 

mix? To what extent are we avoiding duplication and maximiz¬ 

ing potential? To what extent are we obstructed by the current 

ways that we go about our business and can that be changed? 

And how much of it should be changed? Sometimes those ques¬ 

tions alarm people, but they should be asked. If the alarm is justi¬ 

fied, the faculty committee will work its way toward recognizing 

that "we thought this might be a good new idea but now we can 

see why we haven't and shouldn't do it that way." On the other 

hand, some challenging questions can lead to helpful revisions in 

the way we organize ourselves. 

Another thing a committee like this does is extend the reach of 

faculty governance. The ultimate resource of a university is its fac¬ 

ulty, because so much else follows from its quality and the quality 

of its involvement. It7 s very hard to get a first rate student body if 

you don't have a first rate faculty. The faculty is the single most 

significant constituency on campus. That being the case, it matters 

enormously that we have good structures for faculty governance, 

that faculty feel included at all levels in deci¬ 

sions made about academic affairs across the 

institution. That's vital, but it's much easier 

said than done. While we want the faculty 

closely involved with all major decisions that 

impinge on academic affairs, we also want 

the faculty to devote as much of their time as 

possible to doing their research and teaching, 

so in one sense we want the faculty to do as 

little administration as possible because we're 

investing in them to do those things that they 

are really great at. So there's always a slight 

tension between our desire to keep faculty 

governance at the center of university gover¬ 

nance and our desire to keep faculty relatively 

free from administrative responsibilities. 

Forming a task force, however, is an important periodic step in 

the intellectual life of the institution, and Lee [Bollinger] was very 

bold to set one up on undergraduate education as a whole — one of 

his strengths is setting up mechanisms for productive institutional 

change. So the committee asks big questions: Should we enlarge 

the College? What's the best relationship among the College, Engi¬ 

neering and GS? How do those three Columbia institutions relate to 

Barnard? They ask big questions like that, and then they ask more 

local questions with the help of University-wide data and institu¬ 

tional research. How do students flow through their schools? In the 

College, what's the balance between the amount of time students 

put into their majors versus the amount of time they put into the 

Core Curriculum versus the amount of time they put into electives? 

How do those components relate to each other? What calls do they 

make on faculty resources? What would be the result of hypothetical 

changes? You can make arguments all over the place, but that kind 

of local and large thinking and questioning is so important. 

Every now and then, of course, something leaks. There was a 

puzzling headline in the Spectator last year, something like "College 

and GS to Merge," which wasn't what the story under the headline 

was actually about. Of course, it would be appropriate for the task 

force to ask: If the College and SEAS can work so closely together, 

doesn't that provide a model for the College and GS? A task force 

like this would surely ask that question. The next step is to ask what 

are the commonalities, what do the schools share, and what are the 

differences between the two schools that are so important that they 

be preserved and, indeed, strengthened? It quickly becomes appar¬ 

ent that the College/SEAS commonalities differ horn the College/ 

GS commonalities and the discussion has to go down a quite differ¬ 

ent path and will end up in a quite different place. 

Following up on that, can you assess the relationship between 

the undergraduate schools? 

The relationship between the three residential schools — Barnard, 

SEAS and the College — has strengthened tremendously during 

the period that I have been dean. For [former Barnard President] 

Judith Shapiro, [former SEAS Dean] Zvi Galil and me, this was one 

of our shared goals. It's one thing to have a friendly rivalry among 

several undergraduate constituencies, and a quite different one 

to have an unproductive hostility, which did occur from time to 

time. We really wanted to make sure that the 

competitive tendencies among the schools 

became as productive and cooperative as 

possible. Because of the way we have knit 

together the student affairs operations in the 

College and SEAS, students in those schools 

now feel very much as if they are in comple¬ 

mentary groups. It's a little bit more difficult 

with Barnard because it's across the street 

and it's a different operation. But the staffs 

of student affairs at the three schools have 

worked very closely together, the student 

councils work very closely together, students 

are members of the same clubs, there's good 

back and forth in terms of the social life of 

the students across the board and that nicely 

parallels the academic experience, where students move around 

and take classes together as they choose, with a few restrictions. So 

it seems to me that the commonality among these three residential 

colleges has developed wonderfully well to the benefit of all three. 

It's more challenging with the GS group because if you don't 

have that residential component as a fundamental part of the 

student experience, then student life is going to be somewhat 

different with a characteristically different relationship between 

social life and academic life. Different age groups also affect that, 

although GS students who wish to be included in the student life 

organizations have the opportunity to do so. 

This seems to me to be an ongoing challenge for all of us, first, 

because many people have strong views about it and second, 

because it's in everyone's interest — the College, SEAS, Barnard 

and GS — that the primarily residential colleges establish the op¬ 

timum relationship with the School of General Studies, whatever 

that is. But it's complicated, and we are not where we would like 

to be in figuring it out yet. 

Coming up: Quigley looks back at the time he was fired and rehired 

within a week, as well as the campus reaction to the events of 9-11, 

and looks ahead. 

Quigley worked extensively with SEAS Dean Zvi 
Galil to develop a close relationship between 
the two schools. 
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Technique 

Tactics 

Olympic Medal 
for 

James L. Williams ’07 
By Yelena Shuster '09 

James L. Williams '07 has never thrown a punch, 

but he's been dueling for years. The Sacramento 

native exudes California cool, a trait that helped 

him contribute to a fencing silver 

medal in Beijing this summer as 

a member of the U.S. Men's Olympic Saber 

Team. Williams, 23, joined Jason Rogers, 

Tim Morehouse and Keeth Smart '12 Busi¬ 

ness to earn the first American medal in 

men's fencing since 1984. 

Williams comes across as shy and non¬ 

chalant on first impression, often flashing 

a goofy smile. But his controlled se¬ 

renity allows him to stay in control 

on the fencing strip. 

"You're not thinking while fencing," he says. "You're just trying 

to fence your best and stay focused." 

Aladar Kogler, the former co-head 

coach of Columbia's fencing team and 

current director of the sports psychol¬ 

ogy lab, believes what distinguishes 

Williams from other fencers is his 

"openness and readiness to work on 

the mental aspect of this sport. 

"Fencing is a demanding sport of 

technique and tactic. To be able to con¬ 

trol his emotions and mental state — this 

you cannot force," Kogler says. 

Columbia's team captain his junior 

and senior years, Williams was chosen 

as an alternate on the four-man U.S. sa¬ 

ber team for Beijing. In the Olympic team 

competition, each of three fencers com¬ 

petes against three rivals from another 

nation, with the cumulative score of the 

nine matches determining the nation that 

advances. Williams, who did not com- 

James L. Williams ’07 
at a Glance 

■ Ranked No. 26 in the world in 
men's saber competition 

■ Qualified for Team USA in 
late April 2008 after a strong 
performance at the NACF & 
Division I National Champion¬ 
ships in Portland, Ore. 

■ Won the bronze medal as a 
member of the U.S. national 
team at the Pan American 
Zonal Championships in 2006 
and 2008 

■ Won the silver medal as 
an individual in the Pan 
American Games in 2007 

■ Helped U.S. saber team 
win silver medal at Beijing 
Olympics in 2008 

James L. williams '07 and Erinn Smart '01 Barnard 
were welcomed back from their Olympic experience 
and presented with plaques and a standing ovation 
from Columbia's student-athletes, coaches and staff 
in September at the annual Varsity 'C' Student-Athlete 
Welcome Reception. From left, M. Dianne Murphy, 
director of intercollegiate athletics and physical edu¬ 
cation; Williams; Smart; head fencing coach George 
Kolombatovich; and associate coach Aladar Kogler. 

PHOTO: DARLENE CAMACHO 

pete in the quarterfinal and 

semifinal wins over Hun¬ 

gary and Russia, respec¬ 

tively, was inserted into the 

lineup for the gold medal 

match against France, but 

the U.S. team was defeated 

44-37 on August 17. 

Although Williams has 

been to far-flung places 

such as Poland, Venezuela, 

Tunisia and Chile for world 

tournaments, he says that 

staying at the Olympic Vil¬ 

lage, built for the Beijing 

games, was an extraordi¬ 

nary experience. "Living 

there was so out of the or¬ 

dinary. Everyone's dressed 

the same. Everyone's there 

to greet you. We were very 

conscious that this was the 

Olympics," Williams says. 

Highlights of the post-medal celebration included partying in 

Beijing with fellow Lions who joined bdm for support, including 

Avi Zenilman '07, Izumi Devalier '07, Phil Saran '07, Jerone Hsu 

'07, Ping Song '07, Nishant Dixit '07 and Abhi Vattikuti '08E. "It 

was really touching that they would come out to cheer me on. I 

felt very fortunate to have such good friends," Williams says. 

His parents also were in the audience. The trip to Beijing had 

personal meaning for Williams, who is half-Chinese. His mother, 

Mae, whose parents were from the Guantong province next to 

Hong Kong, set a narrative for Williams about her parents leav¬ 

ing and no one from the next generation going back. "Here, the 

generation after went back and came home with a medal," says 

Williams, who discovered his affinity for authentic Chinese food 

like hand-pull noodles and Peking duck heart in Beijing. Wil¬ 

liams even tried taking the intro to Chinese course at Columbia 

his senior year, but ended up dropping the five-credit class to 

spend more time training. "I was so excited to see where half of 

my family came from," Williams says. 

His Olympic teammates eagerly sing 

the praises of the youngest member of 

the team. Morehouse, who met Williams 

when he was 13, calls him "a natural tal¬ 

ent," and Rogers, who has known Wil¬ 

liams for almost a decade, says, "He's 

definitely one of the most talented up- 

and-coming fencers in America." 

Williams began fencing at 9, although 

he grew up taking tap dancing classes. 

"I really wasn't that athletic," says Wil¬ 

liams, who tried and soon gave up on 

more popular sports like baseball, bas¬ 

ketball and tennis. But at 13, his compet¬ 

itive juices kicked in; he hung up his tap 

shoes and fenced five times a week. 

Success did not come instantly. Of his 

first national competition, he recalls, "I lost 

pretty early on and cried." But Williams 

persevered and fell in love with a sport 

that often is described as physical chess. 
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"Fencing is really an art/' he says. "You have 

to be very strategic. There's no better adrena¬ 

line rush when you come up with a great 

combination against your opponent." 

Williams never made the cadet (under 16) 

and junior (under 19) world teams, and broke 

his foot and missed the first tournament of 

his junior season at Columbia in October 

2005. His first success on a national stage — "I 

still laugh when I think about it," he says ■— 

came in January 2006 when he won the NAC 

Division I Nationals in Houston. That may 

have been a surprise for Williams, but not 

his coaches. Three-time Olympic coach Yury 

Gelman believes Williams has become one of 

the best fencers in the United States. "There is 

no question about it," says Gelman, who has 

coached Williams since he arrived in New 

York. "He has worked hard these five years 

and we see the results. Everything he does he 

takes seriously. He understands without hard 

work nothing will be achieved." 

Prior to the Houston victory, Williams 

was convinced that he "sucked" (a popular 

word in his vocabulary) and had consid¬ 

ered quitting fencing after college. But his — 

senior year, the competitions started out "like a normal day" and 

Williams says he "just kept winning." He started going to world 

cups (where 12 people from the country are chosen) and world 

championships (where four people are selected). 

At Columbia, with its rich fencing tradition, Williams worked to 

build team chemistry as captain. James Gossett, associate athletics 

director for sports medicine, recalls the camaraderie Williams gen¬ 

Williams in action in February 2007 at NYU. 
PHOTO: GENE BOYARS 

From left, Jason Rogers, Williams, Tim Morehouse and Keeth Smart '12 Business celebrate on the 
podium with the silver medals they won at the Beijing Olympics. 

PHOTO: AP PHOTO/ANDREW MEDICHINI 

erated. "Most everything I remember seeing 

him do he did with a smile on his face," Gos¬ 

sett says. Wiliams credits the Columbia fenc¬ 

ing team for instilling in him a sense of team, 

the idea of fencing for more than yourself, 

and for giving him lifelong friends. "I will al¬ 

ways love the Columbia fencing team. I can't 

say enough positive about what a great effect 

the team has had on me," Williams says. 

Fencing, however, is not Williams' only 

love. He is finishing his master's in Slavic cul¬ 

ture at Columbia after majoring in U.S. histo¬ 

ry and concentrating in Russian studies as an 

undergrad. After studying Spanish for four 

years in high school, Williams arrived at Co¬ 

lumbia wanting to learn something "exotic." 

He loved the syntax of the Russian language 

and its ability to express beautiful ideas in 

compact phrases, and he became determined 

to master the notoriously difficult language. 

Williams speaks to his Russian friends only in 

Russian (and even insisted on having a part of 

this interview in his adopted language). 

Professor Irina Reyfman, who taught 

Williams as an undergrad, always was im- 

— pressed by his appreciation for Russian lit¬ 

erature. She recalls how he began reading Tolstoy's War and Peace 

in Russian the summer before his senior year and never let his 

fencing competitions interfere with his school work. "He always 

had a unique perspective on literature," she says. 

Gelman, the Olympic coach who emigrated from Ukraine, 

also has become a mentor away from the fencing strip. "James is 

improving his Russian with every month. I correct him when he 

needs it, but he understands almost every¬ 

thing," Gelman says. 

The only thing that makes the usually 

nonchalant Williams squirm, however, is his 

newfound fame. He claims that he is "pret¬ 

ty incognito" on campus, though he hob¬ 

nobbed with other sports celebs on Oprah's 

huge Olympics show in September. "She's 

like a demigod. It was cool to watch her in 

action," Williams says. But he says meeting 

the queen of daytime television was nothing 

compared to meeting basketball star Kobe 

Bryant, with whom Williams shook hands 

and had a photo taken. 

When asked about his Wikipedia page, Wil¬ 

liams says he has no idea who wrote it. "Oh, 

wow. The man who took the time to 

do that ... That's bizarre," Williams 

says, adding later, "There are people 

who are famous and then there's 

me. There's nothing in my mind that 

confuses the two. " a 

Yelena Shuster '09 is a 

Russian literature enthusiast and 

sometime athlete. She spent the 

summer in Russia working as a re¬ 

porter for The Moscow Times. 
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My Summer in Hong Kong 
Columbia Experience Overseas (CEO) offers global internships 

By Katherine Reedy '09 The ferry lurches as you try to 

maintain your balance and 

squeeze into a wooden seat. 

Just below the open windows, 

the dark water of Victoria Harbour is bro¬ 

ken by the reflection of the dazzling vista 

of Hong Kong Island. There, against the 

deep-black sky, dozens of multi-colored lo¬ 

gos and thousands of office windows form 

a constellation of man-made light. In the 

harbor, crimson-sailed vessels and fisher¬ 

men's boats crawl along beneath the tower¬ 

ing monuments. This is Hong Kong, Asia's 

World City, a Specially Administered Region 

of China and a triumph of the modem era. 

This isn't a mere glimpse of the Far East, 

a clip from a travelogue. This past summer, 

for 11 College and SEAS rising juniors and se¬ 

niors, the view of Hong Kong Island from the 

Star Ferry was a part of everyday life. Through 

the Columbia Experience Overseas (CEO) pro¬ 

gram, one of the Center for Career Education's 

(CCE) global internship initiatives, 10 other stu¬ 

dents and I spent eight weeks living and learn¬ 

ing in one of the most exciting and fast-changing 

places on Earth. We set off with varying expecta¬ 

tions and backgrounds — some students knew Cantonese and 

had relatives in Hong Kong, while others, like me, were utterly 

uninitiated — but we all arrived hoping for an enriching experi¬ 

ence. And that we got. 

Now in its second year, CEO sends students to Hong Kong and 

London to participate in internships in industries ranging from 

banking to nonprofit. In addition to CEO, CCE offers the Encour¬ 

aging Dynamic Global Entrepreneurs (EDGE) consulting-training 

program in Scotland. The application-intensive and competitive 

internships include Columbia-arranged housing, and, if one quali¬ 

fies, additional financial support. According to CCE Dean Kavita 

Sharma, funding for the program comes from the College and 

SEAS as well as the Heller Family Foundation. 

"Increasingly, students desire the opportunity not only to 

study abroad but to intern abroad too," says Sharma. "The CEO 

program was a response to student demand." While sending 

students to China may seem an unconventional choice, she em¬ 

phasizes the benefits of global experience. "Hong Kong provides 

a diverse range of professional development opportunities in a 

"increasingly, students desire the 

opportunity not only to study abroad but 

to intern abroad too. The CEO program 

was a response to student demand." 

wide array of industries and real immersion 

in a different culture," Sharma notes. 

CEO offered numerous choices at the out¬ 

set of applying. During my eight weeks in 

Hong Kong I interned at be Magazine, self- 

described as "Asia's Hottest Entertainment 

Magazine," alongside Stephanie Wu '10. 

The position required us to think and act 

fast, to explore Hong Kong and neighbor¬ 

ing Macau and to write and edit magazine 

articles at a professional level. Wu penned 

features on a new Cirque du Soleil show as 

well as on ballet and opera; I wrote about 

Hong Kong's role in the Olympics and 

Paralympics and put together guides to 

some of the city's most fascinating (and 

gastronomically appealing) districts. 

Each intern followed a distinct path, 

chosen when applying for the CEO 

program, a process that started in 

January. While Wu and I were at be, 

Wilson Wong '09 worked for Ventures 

in Development, a company devoted 

to economic development among dis¬ 

enfranchised rural populations. Bryan 

Lowder '10 interned at the Hong Kong 

Science Museum and delivered the opening address at its major 

exhibition opening, while Karen Leung '10 worked at the Hong 

Kong Museum of Art. Sara Canby '10 helped out at the educa¬ 

tional nonprofit Enlighten - Action for Epilepsy and Michael Lo 

'10E put his computer skills to use at ecVision, a supply chain 

management company that focuses on apparel. Andrea Chan 

'09E interned at HIT Toy Co., Feifei Zheng '09 worked at Price- 

waterhouseCoopers, Kevin Chou '10 got a head start in business 

at Hang Seng Bank and Jennifer Chen '10E interned at Business 

Creation, an Internet business startup company. 

Reflecting on her time in Hong Kong, Chen noted that CEO al¬ 

lowed her to "explore career fields, gain international work exper¬ 

ience and network with alumni." She added that while she has not 

pinned down her future plans, her "eyes have been opened to a 

wider range of options that I hadn't considered." 

After just a few weeks, those of us who had never been to Hong 

Kong had mastered most of the elements of the fast, fun HK life¬ 

style. Having lived in New York helped me navigate the tangled 

urban jungle, and I quickly grew accustomed to the metropolis' 

crowded (and spotless) metro system, established a favorite noo¬ 

dle shop for lunch with the locals and learned to always carry an 

umbrella: There were two city-paralyzing typhoons in just two 

months, and countless cloudbursts. 

Along with dorm-style housing at Hong Kong Baptist Uni¬ 

versity, CEO provided us with individual alumni mentors from 

the College and Columbia professional schools. Elizabeth Yuan 

Danny Lee '95 of Bain Capital Asia spoke to stu¬ 
dents and alumni at the Conrad Hotel and intro¬ 
duced Nicholas Dirks, v.p. of arts and sciences. 

PHOTO: KATHERINE JO 
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'96, '98J, an editor at CNN.com Asia who mentored Wu, says be¬ 

ing involved with CEO "allows me to keep one foot at Colum- 

i bia, despite having graduated 12 years ago. I find such [student] 

perspectives and enthusiasm refreshing." Like other mentors. 

Yuan invited her mentee to dinner and to activities such as at- 

I tending a concert by renowned violinist Midori. "Interning in 

Hong Kong, for most, is far away from home, and I can under¬ 

stand the need for a support system, even outside the students' 

immediate group," Yuan says. 

My mentor, Amy Ma '03, had an inspiring career trajectory 

of investment banker to advertising copy writer to chef to food 

critic, so she was able to offer advice on a variety of fields. 

In addition to spending time with our mentors, we enjoyed 

meeting the members of the Columbia University Alumni Asso¬ 

ciation of Hong Kong, who enriched our program with their gen¬ 

erosity. Edith Shih '77 TC, '78 TC, took us on a behind-the-scenes 

tour of the Hongkong International Terminals, the world's busiest 

Being involved with CEO "allows me to 
j, keep one foot at Columbia, despite having 

graduated 12 years ago. I find such [student] 
perspectives and enthusiasm refreshing 

f container port; Candice Hwa '94 invited us to a Sunday brunch — 

and to admire the amazing view — atop Victoria Peak; and Angel 

Bacchus '91E arranged for scuba diving lessons. Danny Lee '95, 

who invited us to dinner at the sumptuous American Club, offered 

t interns professional advice. "Being a Columbian in HK has defi¬ 

nitely shaped my career and success," he comments. "I hope the 

» CEO program and other internship programs can really help the 

i current students understand that and leverage off the network." 

When we weren't busy with alumni, we soaked up the sights 

and sounds of the metropolis. I maneuvered wet markets—where 

butchers and grocers hawk their pungent wares in the street—and 

practiced haggling in Mong Kok, took ferries with friends to the 

► Outlying Islands and explored the New Territories, sampled the 

, world-famous Cantonese cuisine and spoke with co-workers about 

their views on China and the world. Before long, my dorm table 

was piled with concert stubs, maps, chopsticks, souvenirs, photo¬ 

graphs and business cards. My fellow interns and I had become 

bona fide members of Hong Kong society, and I felt the weight of 

gratitude for being given access to the vibrant city. 

The night before we departed, Wu and I watched the opening 

ceremonies of the Summer Olympic Games with co-workers in 

a restaurant near our office. As the spectacle unfolded, I glanced 

at the whirling, cosmopolitan city around me and realized that 

even that night, the fleeting festivities in Beijing had nothing on 

the permanent exuberance of Hong Kong. 

Katherine Reedy '09 is the managing editor of The Blue and White 

magazine. She hails from Buffalo, N.Y. 

From top: Andrea Chan '09E (left) and Feifei Zheng '09 show off a 
purchase at one of Hong Kong's many open air markets; CEO in¬ 
terns, mentors and guests at the Hongkong International Terminals; 
the view from atop Victoria Peak, looking down on the urban jungle 
of Central Hong Kong; and the view from Candice Hwa '94's home, 
atop Victoria Peak. 

PHOTOS: JENNIFER CHEN '10E 

Bottom: Wilson Wong '09 pours tea for Bryan Lowder '10 and Karen 
Leung '10. 

PHOTO: KATHERINE JO 
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Chili Oil and Rice Wine: 
A Chinese-American Learns To Cook In cooking class, I learned a startling array of things: 

Eating fish head will repair your brain cells. Spicy food 

is good for your complexion. Monosodium glutamate 

is best thrown in a dish just before it comes off the 

wok. Americans are fat because they eat bread, while 

Chinese are slim because they eat rice. If you work as 

a cook in America for three years, you can come back 

to China and buy a house. 

"The way to a man's heart is through his stom¬ 

ach," goes the saying. And when Jen Lin-Liu 

'99, '00J, a Chinese-American freelance journal¬ 

ist, first moved to China, she found that the best 

way to get to know this vast new country was... 

to eat out. Seeking a deep¬ 

er knowledge of China 

and its food, she attended 

a local vocational cook¬ 

ing school, interned at 

Shanghai's posh, avant- 

garde Whampoa Club, 

and kneaded and grated 

noodles at a Beijing noodle shop. Finally, she 

founded her own Beijing cooking school, Black 

Sesame Kitchen. In her new memoir, Serve 

The People: A Stir-Fried Journey Through 

China (Harcourt), she tells the story of her jour¬ 

ney from enthusiastic eater to knowledgeable 

chef. Here, Lin-Liu begins her lessons at The 

Hualian Cooking School. 

Rose Kemochan '82 Barnard 

Jen Un-Liu '99, '00J 
PHOTO: CHEN CHAO 

I had to bicycle down a narrow valley, 

past a public toilet and through a gate with 

a scowling security guard to get to cook¬ 

ing school. The Hualian Cooking School 

was one of 129,000 hits that had come up 

when I Googled "Beijing cooking school" 

in Chinese. I chose the school mainly be¬ 

cause it was in my central Beijing neigh¬ 

borhood — a big factor considering the 

capital's monstrous size and horrendous 

traffic. I was looking for a typical experi¬ 

ence. I didn't start out with an ambitious 

goal; I figured I would be happy if I could 

become reasonably adept in Chinese 

cooking, good enough to hold a decent 

dinner party. I enrolled in October 2005, 

in my fifth year of living in China. 

Lectures were held in a classroom 

rented from a high school, and the un¬ 

heated room felt colder by the minute. 

Everyone else was used to the lack of 

heat and insulation in public schools and 

dressed accordingly, in down jackets. I 

shivered in my thin coat. 

My classmates slumped in their seats, 

seeming bored and detached, holding 

their pens limply. They were all men, 

ranging in age from twenty to fifty. Most 

hadn't completed high school. Teacher 

Zhang didn't mind that they answered 

their cell phones in class. Once I heard a 

student clipping his fingernails, the snip 

of the scissors punctuating the cadences 

of the lecture. Teacher Zhang often nar¬ 

rowed his eyes at me while he spoke, 

however. He didn't like that I was differ¬ 

ent from the others. 

I interrupted him with questions. I 

didn't bother to raise my hand because 

that custom didn't exist in this classroom 

— students weren't supposed to have 

questions. So I just spoke up, as loudly as 

I could. "Could you write that character 

more clearly?" I often asked. 

But when I asked questions. Teacher 

Zhang shot me annoyed glances, and the 

other students shifted uncomfortably in 

their seats. I learned to behave like the 

rest: listen, bow, and copy. 

When we weren't in the 

classroom taking notes 

on the world according to 

Teacher Zhang, we were in 

the kitchen. The kitchen was created out of 

another classroom by installing a burner, 

gas tank, countertop, sink, and refrigera¬ 

tor. With those simple fixtures, it became a 

larger version of the typical home kitchen 

in China. Though spacious, it wasn't the 

kind of room where you let your eyes 

wander, lest they settle on a patch of scum 

on the tile wall that had probably not been 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2008 





A CHINESE-AMERICAN LEARNS TO COOK COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

Gao was an old-school 

chef who worked 

at a Soviet-style, 

government-run 

hotel that had seen its 

glory days pass with 

the end of the state- 

planned economy. 

scrubbed for a good five years. I figured the 

time we would spend in the kitchen learn¬ 

ing real things would make up for the time 

wasted on the lectures. I had never been in 

a professional Chinese kitchen, which was 

notoriously off-limits to diners. I now found 

myself in a room full of cutting boards, 

woks, cleavers, and bottles of chili oil and 

oyster sauce. But I quickly found out that 

even in this kitchen, certain things were not 

permitted to students. Like cooking. 

Instead of cooking, we sat on a set of 

bleachers across the room, observing Chef 

Gao's every move. Gao was an old-school 

chef who worked at a Soviet-style, gov¬ 

ernment-run hotel that had seen its glory 

days pass with the end of the state-planned 

economy. Gao continued the time-honored 

Chinese traditions of using MSG and copi¬ 

ous amounts of soybean oil. Despite the 

MSG and the oil — or maybe because of 

them — his cooking was delicious. 

We watched as Chef Gao fanned out his 

skinny arms and elbows like a grasshop¬ 

per as he cooked. We listened to him chirp 

the recipes in a folksy Beijing accent as he 

wrote them on the chalkboard, dividing 

the ingredients into three categories: main 

ingredients, supplementary ingredients, 

and seasonings. Occasionally, he noted 

quantities next to the main ingredients, but 

usually he threw things in by intuition. In 

any case, the kitchen didn't contain a single 

measuring cup or spoon. 

We scrutinized his equipment, which 

was limited to a wok, a cutting board, and 

a cleaver with an eight-inch-long and four- 

inch-tall blade. Once in a while he'd pull 

out something more sophisticated, like a 

fryer basket. "You see this basket and han¬ 

dle? It7 s all one piece, so it will never break. 

I bought this in the 1960s, and the factory 

has been closed for years. They don't make 

baskets like this anymore!" he hollered with 

a disdain that suggested that the old days. 

when China was dirt-poor, were better. 

We gazed, captivated, as Chef Gao dem¬ 

onstrated his skills at the wok. He lined 

the curved pan with thin slices of pork 

tenderloin that had been marinated in rice 

wine and placed it over a moderately high 

flame, swirling the juices around. When 

one side was cooked, he picked up the wok 

and flipped the pork in a single sheet, like 

a pancake. He repeated the maneuver — 

swirl, flip, swirl. Seasoned with leeks and 

ginger, this tender and flavorful guota liji 

(pan-fried pork tenderloin) displayed the 

fundamentals of Chinese cooking: fresh¬ 

ness and simplicity above all else. 

When all the day's dishes were cooked, 

we went into action. We jumped off the 

bleachers, gathered around the cooking sta¬ 

tion, and swooped in with chopsticks that we 

had brought from home, attacking the food 

with a unified strategy. The smallest dishes 

went first, especially expensive items like sea¬ 

food. We moved on to the dish giving off the 

most steam, and then we finished the rest. In 

three minutes flat, everything was gone. At 

the end of one class, I barely beat someone 

to the last skewer of deep-fried scallops. He 

ended up with an empty stick as the scallops 

slid off into my greedy grasp. I had already 

learned that I couldn't stand around waiting 

for anything to be handed to me. 

Teacher Zhang and I had an un¬ 

easy relationship. Most of the 

time, he spoke with a guttural 

Beijing accent. But when he 

turned to me to ask a question, he enun¬ 

ciated very carefully. "Miss Lin," he'd say 

with a hint of condescension, as if he were 

taunting me. He'd pause and take a sip 

from his glass jar filled with tea or wipe 

his hands on the sleeves of his ski jacket. 

"How is food different from cuisine?" Oc¬ 

casionally he'd look at me with his beady 

eyes and let out a little laugh, shaking his 

head. The teachers and students were 

baffled as to why I called myself "Chinese 

American," a fuzzy concept in their heads. 

They seemed unable to conceive that it 

meant that I knew English better than I 

knew Chinese, much less that I could be 

more American than I was Chinese. 

My Mandarin was not bad, but it was far 

from perfect. I could hold fluent conversa¬ 

tions, even if my tones were a little off. But 

I had neglected to work on my reading and 

writing skills after my first year of living in 

China, and nothing in my previous experi¬ 

ences had prepared me for the nuances of 

discussing fish guts. While my classmates 

dutifully copied down what was written 

on the board, my pen often hovered above 

my notebook, midcharacter. I had trouble 

finishing basic culinary words like "sauce" 

and "steam." 

A month into the class, after about the 

fiftieth time Teacher Zhang had turned to 

me to ask, "Do you understand?" and re¬ 

ceived a blank stare in return, something 

seemed to dawn on him. 

"Miss Lin, Chinese is not your mother 

tongue, is it?" 

The revelation rocked the class, setting 

students atwitter. 

Never mind that I had clearly informed 

the administration of my identity and my 

purpose when I enrolled, and that the in¬ 

formation had been funneled and dissem¬ 

inated in the usual bureaucratic Chinese 

way. "Miss Lin is a Chinese-American 

writer, and she wants to spread propagan¬ 

da about Chinese food to the American 

people," an administrator had proudly 

announced to the class on my first day. 

I had needed assistance to fill out the 

registration forms. I had assumed that 

when I interrupted Teacher Zhang to ask 

questions, he and the students understood 

that I had to process the information in 

Chinese first and then mentally translate 

it into English. Apparently, however, they 

had simply thought I was retarded. 

After his shattering discovery. Teach¬ 

er Zhang called for a break. He threw his 

legs around a chair, sitting with his back 

to the chalkboard, and studied me care¬ 

fully. One student wiped off the board. 

Another student offered him a cigarette. 

The classroom filled with smoke as half 

the class lit up. 

"So you've spent a lot of time in Ameri¬ 

ca, have you?" Teacher Zhang asked. 

"I was bom and raised there," I replied. 

He narrowed his eyes. "But why do you 

look Chinese?" 

"My parents are originally from China." 

"Why isn't Chinese your mother tongue 

then?" 

I was born and raised in America, I 

repeated. 

One of the students. Little Pan, perked 

up. His name described his youth more 

than his girth, which was enhanced with 

generous helpings of Chef Gao's samples. 

"If an American man has a baby with a 

Chinese woman, what does it look like?" 

Teacher Zhang pushed on before I 

could figure out how to respond. "Where 

are your parents from?" 

"Guangdong and Fujian, or at least their 

ancestors were," I replied. My parents had 
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grown up in Taiwan and moved to the 

States in their early twenties, but I didn't 

want to shock the classroom any further. 

Taiwan was a touchy subject, since China 

considered it a "renegade province" that 

remained part of the "motherland" and 

had successfully indoctrinated 1.3 billion 

people in the intractable belief that this was 

indeed the case. I usually felt it was wiser 

to skip the subject of Taiwan altogether, to 

spare myself the inevitable tirade that arose 

from a casual mention of the island. 

Teacher Zhang and the students dragged 

on their cigarettes, as ashes fell to the floor. 

They stared at me, perplexed. America 

meant white, the land of people who looked 

like President George W. Bush. China meant 

Chinese, and I looked Chinese. My explana¬ 

tion didn't seem to sway them; they eyed 

me with suspicion. Why was Miss Lin pre¬ 

tending to be something she was not? 

I needed something to make it concrete 

to them. I happened to have my passport 

with me, but I hesitated to pull it out. An 

American passport meant status to the 

Chinese. It meant being a member of the 

most powerful country in the world. I was 

uncomfortable with the idea that some 

Americans thought their passports pro¬ 

vided them with immunity when they 

traveled abroad, especially to developing 

countries. I knew that flaunting my pass¬ 

port in China was the equivalent of boast¬ 

ing that I was landed gentry in a room full 

of Victorian factory workers. 

In desperation, I handed the blue book¬ 

let to Teacher Zhang. The students gathered 

around, admiring the stamps as he flipped 

through it. "Wow! She's been to Thailand!" 

someone exclaimed. My classmates looked 

at me with new respect. In a matter of min¬ 

utes, I had gone from class dunce to pass- 

port-wielding, bona fide American. 

Somehow this only fanned the flames 

of my exasperation after enduring weeks 

of Teacher Zhang's condescension. "I've 

had a really hard time here," I said. "This 

may be an easy class for all of you, but try 

taking it in another language. I did my 

schooling in the United States, and none 

of it was this hard." And before I could 

stop myself, I blurted out, "Even graduate 

school wasn't this difficult." 

If this was an insensitive thing to say in a 

class of Chinese workers who would prob¬ 

ably spend months doing manual labor in 

the kitchen after graduating from cooking 

school, who would never have the chance 

to go to college, no one let on. They looked 

smug, as if it reaffirmed something they 

knew all along: of course cooking school 

was harder than American graduate school! 

"I thought Miss Lin was pretty from the 

moment she stepped into class," said lie 

Gang, a short-order cook at the Ministry of 

Railroads with a buzz cut and a beer belly. 

He had already made it apparent that he 

had a crush on me by waiting for me after 

class every day and following me wher¬ 

ever I went. Though I was not so impressed 

with lie Gang, my classmates were: he had 

become a leader among them when he an¬ 

nounced that he was already a cook and 

was there to sit for the national advanced-level 

cooking exam. 

My cheeks flushed. "What about all of 

you?" I asked, directing my question to the 

rest of the students. "Where are you from?" 

"Beijing," said the guy seated behind 

me who showed up for class in fatigues. 

He was a soldier in the People's Liberation 

Army. 

"Beijing," said a short guy with fluffy 

hair streaked with red highlights. 

"Beijing," said Little Pan. He worked in 

the maintenance department of an office 

building. 

"Dongbei," replied a tall, skinny guy 

who worked in security at an upscale mall. 

At least one other student was from some¬ 

where else, even if it was just an overnight 

train ride away to the northeast. 

"But your roots!" Teacher Zhang inter¬ 

jected, pronouncing "roots" with a par¬ 

ticularly harsh pitch. "Your roots are still 

in China." 

"Yes, that7s why I'm here," I said. 

He smiled. "Americans don't under¬ 

stand Chinese history. You don't study any 

history but your own. And you only have 

three hundred years of it!" 

"Do you study American history in 

China?" I asked. 

"Yes, of course we do," he said. 

"What year did America gain its inde¬ 

pendence?" I quizzed him. My classmates' 

eyes went wide with shock that I was chal¬ 

lenging a teacher. 

"Let's get back to the lesson," Teacher 

Zhang grumbled. From then on, he pep¬ 

pered his lessons with references to Chi¬ 

nese history and allusions to emperors, po¬ 

ets, and the Buddha. Each time, he glanced 

in my direction, chuckled, and said, "But 

Miss Lin doesn't understand ..." 

Despite the cultural barriers and 

frustrations, I found cooking 

school strangely invigorating: 

copying Teacher Zhang's non¬ 

sensical babbling, gaping at Chef Gao's 

PAN-FRIED PORK 
TENDERLOIN 
(GUOTA LIJI) 

3A pound pork tenderloin, thinly sliced 
against the grain 

2 tablespoons rice wine or sherry 

Vi teaspoon salt 

Vi teaspoon freshly ground white pepper 

2 large eggs 

Vi cup all-purpose flour 

Vi cup vegetable oil plus 1 tablespoon 
for drizzling 

2 tablespoons chicken stock 

1 leek, white part only, cut in half 
lengthwise and shredded 

2 thumb-sized pieces of ginger, peeled 
and shredded 

2 teaspoons sesame oil 

Marinate the pork in 1 tablespoon 
of the rice wine, Vi teaspoon of 
salt, and !4 teaspoon of pepper 
for 10 minutes. In a bowl, beat 
the eggs and set them next to 
the stove. 

Place the flour on a plate. When 
the pork has marinated, coat 
each slice with flour on both 
sides, patting to remove the 
excess. Set the slices on a plate 
next to the eggs. 

Place a wok over medium heat and 
add Vi cup of oil, swirling it to 
coat the sides. When the oil is 
hot, quickly dip each piece of 
pork in the beaten egg and place 
it in the wok, arranging the 
slices so they cover the bottom 
and sides in a thin sheet. With a 
spatula, gently loosen the pork, 
then drizzle a little oil around 
the wok from time to time so the 
meat doesn't stick as it cooks. 
When the bottom of the pork 
sheet has turned a light golden 
brown, flip it over. (Don't worry 
if it doesn't flip in a single sheet; 
just make sure to turn over each 
piece.) Add any remaining oil, 
the remaining 1 tablespoon of 
wine, the rest of the salt and 
pepper, and the chicken stock. 

Sprinkle the shredded leek and 
ginger over the pork, and 
drizzle sesame oil over all. 
When the second side of the 
pork is browned, remove the 
wok from the heat and slide 
the pork onto a plate. Serve 
immediately. 
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DEEP-FRIED 
SHRIMP 
12 jumbo shrimp, shelled and deveined 

Vi teaspoon ground white pepper 

Vi teaspoon salt 

2 teaspoons rice wine or sherry 

2 scallions, white parts only, finely 
shredded 

1 teaspoon ginger, peeled and minced 

1 large egg and 1 egg yolk 

1 cup all-purpose flour 

2V2 tablespoons cornstarch 

1 quart vegetable oil 

Butterfly the shrimp so they can 

be spread out flat, and tender¬ 

ize them by pounding them 

lightly with the flat side of a 

cleaver. Arrange the shrimp 

on a plate and rub with the 

pepper and M teaspoon of salt. 

Sprinkle with the wine, scal¬ 

lions, and ginger, then cover 

with plastic wrap and place in 

the refrigerator for 30 minutes, 

or up to 2 hours. 

In a bowl, beat the egg and egg 

yolk. Add the rest of the salt. 

Stir in V2 cup of the flour and 

the cornstarch; mix thorough¬ 

ly. The batter should be a little 

thinner than pancake batter. If 

it is too thin, add more flour 

and cornstarch (three parts 

flour to one part starch). Pour 

the remaining Vi cup flour 

onto a plate. Place the batter 

bowl, flour plate, and marinat¬ 

ed shrimp next to the stove. 

Place the oil in a wok over me¬ 

dium-high heat until it is hot 

but not smoking. As the oil 

heats, dredge the shrimp one 

at a time in the flour and set 

them on the edge of the plate. 

When the oil is hot, dip each 

shrimp into the batter, hold¬ 

ing it by the tail. Wipe off any 

excess batter with your fingers 

and gently slip the shrimp 

into the wok, being careful 

not to splash the oil. Once 

the wok is filled with shrimp 

(depending on the size of your 

wok, you may have to fry in 

two batches), increase the heat 

to high and fry until golden 

brown, about 5 minutes. Drain 

the shrimp on a paper towel 

and serve immediately. 

cooking, scrambling for free samples. 

My Mandarin was improving, and I was 

introduced to a whole new vocabulary. I 

had finally become a participant in this 

baffling, contradictory country that was 

transforming itself into a superpower. 

I was even grasping some of the basic 

principles of Chinese cooking, but I con¬ 

tinued to be impatient for hands-on expe¬ 

rience, unlike my classmates. We'd been 

promised that after six weeks of instruc¬ 

tion, we would have two classes devoted 

to improving our knife and stir-frying 

skills. I didn't want to wait that long. Af¬ 

ter being rebuffed by various teachers at 

the school, I decided to seek the advice of 

Chairman Wang one afternoon when class 

was dismissed. "Chairman" was a bit mis¬ 

leading; it was more of an honorary title 

for a low-paying, all-purpose job that en¬ 

compassed serving as registrar, assistant 

to the school's president, assistant teacher, 

food purveyor, and de facto janitor — in 

short, all the tasks that no one else want¬ 

ed to do. During demonstration classes. 

Chairman Wang moved around the kitch¬ 

en in a slow shuffle, tidying up after Chef 

Gao and lighting the burner just when he 

needed it. She had a stem, matronly air 

about her, but once in a while she'd break 

into howling laughter. She always wore a 

blue lab coat, which, combined with eye¬ 

glasses and wiry gray hair that stood up in 

stiff, Albert Einstein-like puffs, made her 

look like a mad scientist. 

"You want cooking lessons?" Chairman 

Wang asked, as if this were a preposterous 

request at a cooking school. She continued 

to mop the grimy kitchen floor, which 

seemed to retain the same amount of dirt 

no matter how many times it was cleaned. 

I couldn't tell if she was taking my request 

seriously. For that matter, I wasn't sure 

she — or anyone at the school — took me 

seriously, being not only a foreigner but a 

woman to boot. 

It surprised me that the idea of a woman 

in the professional kitchen was such a taboo. 

After all, even critics of Mao conceded that 

he had advanced women's rights: he elimi¬ 

nated the tradition of foot binding, banned 

prostitution, and gave women equal access 

to education and jobs. During the Cultural 

Revolution they had been forced to toil 

equally in the fields. Mao's changes had a 

lasting effect; rarely did I meet a woman 

who didn't have a job, and female doctors 

and other professionals were common. But 

I was learning that gender equality didn't 

apply in the kitchen. 

"You want to be a chef?" Teacher Zhang 

had asked me once. 

Did he think it was possible? I asked. 

"You could make pastries," he'd replied 

dryly. Given the poor quality of northern 

Chinese pastries, that was like saying I 

could be a burger flipper at McDonald's. 

"You could work in a Western restau¬ 

rant," a classmate had suggested. "Wom¬ 

en aren't cut out to be stir-fry masters." 

But didn't women cook at home? 

"Yes, but the fire is much smaller," the 

classmate had pointed out. "It's a tough 

job being a chef." 

Chairman Wang paused in her mopping, 

staring at me through her thick glasses. 

"All right," she said. "I'll teach you." 

For our first lesson. Chairman 

Wang had let me choose the dish. 

I bought the ingredients for deep- 

fried shrimp. But we hadn't settled 

on a fee, and as I walked across the school's 

basketball courts to the kitchen, I tried to 

figure out the best way to bring up the is¬ 

sue of money. 

"I'm really grateful that you're spend¬ 

ing time with me, and I'd like to pay you," 

I said. 

Chairman Wang pursed her lips and re¬ 

mained silent. What was going on behind 

those thick glasses? Surely she wasn't plan¬ 

ning to teach me for free, was she? 

Money was an odd topic in China. Usu¬ 

ally the Chinese inquired relentlessly about 

what things cost and how much people 

made, even among strangers. Shoppers 

haggled over the price of groceries, clothes, 

and bicycles. But at moments like this, talk¬ 

ing about money seemed taboo. 

Three of my classmates caught up to 

us as we entered the kitchen. Our theory 

class had just adjourned, and the stu¬ 

dents were intrigued to hear that I was 

having a private cooking lesson. I hadn't 

let on that I was taking a "private" lesson, 

but the students had found out from the 

gossipy teachers. I was embarrassed, be¬ 

cause even in post-Mao China I thought 

it sounded too bourgeois, but my class¬ 

mates had an unexpected reaction: "We 

want to learn too," said Little Pan. But 

I knew they wouldn't be willing to pay 

anyone for individual lessons when they 

had already spent a good chunk of their 

money on their courses. My embarrass¬ 

ment was replaced by guilt; I could afford 

the lessons and they couldn't. But I also 

felt possessive of Chairman Wang. 

"I arranged this class especially with 

her," I whispered as the chairman disap- 
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peared into the backroom to get an apron. 

"I'm paying for it, you know." 

"How much?" they asked loudly, prac¬ 

tically in unison. 

"We haven't discussed it yet," I said. 

How much had I paid for my butcher 

knife? they wanted to know. (Four dollars, I 

said.) The chairman reappeared and asked 

me the same question. Then she asked me 

how much I had paid for the shrimp. (A 

dollar-fifty.) Always in these inquiries, my 

interrogators admonished me for paying 

too much. Being a foreigner, I was bad 

at bargaining, invariably the fool. (Never 

mind the disparity in our incomes. The 

money I made from writing articles for 

American publications put me in China's 

top income bracket. I soon learned that it 

was a bad idea to tell people how much I 

made or how much rent I paid, even if it 

wasn't a lot by American standards.) 

Chairman Wang took one look at my 

cleaver and rushed into her office, her blue 

lab coat fluttering behind her, and returned 

with a replacement. "Yours is pretty good. 

But you won't be able to use it today. It's 

not sharpened." 

"Can't we sharpen it here?" I asked. 

The chairman explained that profes¬ 

sional knives came out of the factory with 

blunt edges. The ordinary stone block that 

the chefs at the cooking school used to hone 

their cleavers wasn't strong enough to put 

an edge on a never-sharpened knife. "You'll 

have to find a professional sharpener and 

tell him that the mouth of the knife needs 

to be opened." 

As the chairman instructed me on the 

cooking, my classmates draped their arms 

around each other and watched. It still 

threw me a bit, the display of affection be¬ 

tween men in China, which would have 

been construed quite differently in America. 

"Look at the way your shrimp are mov¬ 

ing!" Tie Gang, the class leader, scolded. 

He detached himself from the group and 

grabbed the knife out of my hand. "You 

must keep your left hand firm while cut¬ 

ting with your right hand." 

Eventually the three of them got tired 

of watching the lesson and left. Chairman 

Wang continued to correct me, on every¬ 

thing from how to hold my knife (like a 

giant razor, between my thumb and index 

finger) to my posture. My culinary skills 

had been limited to making basics like pas¬ 

tas and stir-fries, and baking cookies and 

brownies — out of a box. When I was grow¬ 

ing up, cooking had never been emphasized 

at home, since I was supposed to become a 

doctor or a lawyer, and my years in China 

hadn't improved my culinary skills, since 

Chairman Wang 

always wore a blue 

lab coat, which, com¬ 

bined with eyeglasses 

and wiry gray hair 

that stood up in stiff, 

Albert Einstein-like 

puffs, made her look 

like a mad scientist. 

PHOTO: ED GARGAN 

eating out was so cheap and easy. 

I had watched Chef Gao make deep- 

fried shrimp and had chosen it because it 

seemed simple and familiar, but I couldn't 

do anything right. I tried to stand like 

Chairman Wang, putting my right foot 

parallel to the table and my left facing 90 

degrees outward, like a poised ballerina. 

"Keep your belly away from the chop¬ 

ping block," the chairman commanded. I 

sucked in like an awkward girl at a school 

dance. 

Once the shrimp were breaded. Chair¬ 

man Wang lit the pilot light. I tried to 

raise tire wok with one hand, but it didn't 

budge. "Don't use the handles. You won't 

have enough support," she instructed. 

I tried again, lifting the side of the wok 

with a folded kitchen cloth. After another 

series of admonishments, she pushed me 

aside and took control of the wok and spat¬ 

ula. I stood on the sidelines, occasionally 

dropping a battered shrimp into the wok. 

This wasn't a cooking lesson; this was what 

six-year-olds did with their mothers. 

The shrimp came out crisp and nicely 

browned, though they were a bit tough. I 

hadn't given the poor suckers a thorough 

enough pounding with the back side of 

the cleaver. "Hai xing. Not bad," the chair¬ 

man commented, as if I had done all the 

work. "Cooking is like driving a car. You 

just have to learn the mechanics. It's that 

simple." 

"Isn't it a talent, an art?" I asked. 

She raised an eyebrow at my naivete. 

Okay, then, did she know how to drive? 

"No," she said, shrugging. Then she 

added abruptly, "I'm not going to lie to 

you. This class is going to cost money." 

"Sure," I said, holding my breath for a 

second. "Name your price." 

"Well, a lot of teachers would charge 

more than me. I'm only asking for thirty 

yuan." 

Less than $4 for two hours of private 

class; I was stunned. I happily handed her 

the money, and, the issue resolved, we both 

relaxed. We chatted as we cleaned up. 

"Are you married?" she asked. 

Like money, this was another topic 

that Chinese people talked about blunt¬ 

ly, and I still couldn't get used to it, es¬ 

pecially when I knew that they looked at 

me with pity when they found out that I 

was twenty-eight and single. I had actu¬ 

ally started subtracting two years from 

my age sometimes, remembering that at 

twenty-six my unmarried state hadn't 

caused as much of a fuss. 

But Chairman Wang knew how old 

I was, and all she said in response was 

"That's okay. I didn't get married until I 

was thirty-three. My husband is six years 

older than me." 

We smiled at each other. It was consola¬ 

tion from a former spinster to a younger 

spinster: I had plenty of time. 

Excerpted from SERVE THE PEOPLE: A Stir-Fried 

Journey through China by Jen Lin-Liu, copyright © 

2008. Reprinted by permission of Houghton Mifflin 

Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
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Bookshelf 
Bioethical and Evolutionary Ap¬ 

proaches to Medicine and the Law 

by W. Noel Keyes '43. Keyes discusses 

the scientific, religious, ethical and 

legal aspects of bioethics; evaluates 

current bioethical issues and ap¬ 

proaches for their resolution; focuses 

on medical, legal and other problems 

from the beginning through the end 

of life; and discusses the major bio¬ 

ethical issues in genetics and genetic 

engineering (American Bar Associa¬ 

tion, $189.95). 

A Draft of Light: Poems by John 
Hollander '50. Hollander's latest 

collection reveals the ways in which 

we are constantly creating unique 

worlds of our own that shape our 

most basic identities and truest 

selves (Alfred A. Knopf, $26). 

Final Stamp: The Jewish Doctors 

in the Warsaw Ghetto by Dr. My¬ 
ron Winick '51, P&S professor emeri¬ 
tus. Winick's historical novel is 

based on a secret study, conducted 

by Jewish doctors in two ghetto 

hospitals during WWII, to better 

understand the adaptations made 

by the human body during semi¬ 

starvation (AuthorHouse, $19.95). 

At My Own Pace: The Autobiogra¬ 

phy of Fred S. Keller edited by Jon 
Bailey, Mary Burch, A. Charles Catania 
'57 and Jack Michael. The work of 

Keller, a professor emeritus of psy¬ 

chology who taught at Columbia for 

26 years, included devising methods 

for Morse Code operators during 

WWH, teaching the first under¬ 

graduate course in psychology using 

Skinner's experimental methods and 

writing several important psychol¬ 

ogy texts (Sloan Publishing $39.95). 

Along the Roaring Riven My Wild 

Ride from Mao to the Met by Hao 
Jiang Tian with Lois B. Morris; fore¬ 

word by Robert Lipsyte '57. Operatic 

bass singer Han relates the dramatic 

story of his childhood in Commu¬ 

nist China, his coming of age dur¬ 

ing the Cultural Revolution of the 

1960s-'80s and his success on the 

international opera circuit and as a 

"house basso" at the Metropolitan 

Opera (Wiley, $27.95). 

Mourning in the Presence of a 

Corpse by Norbert Hirschhom '58. 
Poems dealing with death, depres¬ 

sion, romantic affairs, and the 

power of memories and resilience 

(Dar al-Jadeed, $10). 

Heart of War: A Descent into 

Darkness by Hal R. Weidner '58. 
Weidner's hero Captain Parker 

fights desperate sea battles on the 

Atlantic as he pursues a treacher¬ 

ous and powerful enemy during 

the 1770s (iUniverse, Inc., $26.95). 

Ending the Mendel-Fisher Con¬ 

troversy by Allan Franklin '59, 
A.W.R Edwards, Daniel J. Fairbanks, 
Daniel L. Hartl and Teddy Seidenfeld. 
The authors present their conclu¬ 

sions on the controversy surround¬ 

ing British statistician and biologist 

R.A. Fisher's challenge to Gregor 

Mendel's findings on the principles 

of inheritance through experimen¬ 

tation with pea plants (University 

of Pittsburgh Press, $27.95). 

Letters to the Next President: 

Strengthening America's Founda¬ 

tion in Higher Education edited 

by Stephen Joel Trachtenberg '59 and 

Gerald B. Kauvar. These letters from 

across the spectrum of American 

higher education offer policy rec¬ 

ommendations designed to secure 

our preeminence in higher educa¬ 

tion (The Korn/Ferry Institute, 

limited quantities available free 

for download or in print at www. 

komferry.com/Publication/ 9150). 

Out of the Blue: A History of 

Lightning: Science, Superstition, 

and Amazing Stories of Survival 

by John S. Friedman '64. Through a 

combination of science, history and 

storytelling, Friedman explores 

lightning from its meteorological 

origins to its profound influences 

on human beings across the globe 

(Delacorte Press, $24). 

Envisioning the Tale of Genji: 

Media, Gender and Cultural Pro¬ 

duction edited by Harm Shirane '74, 
the Shincho Professor of Japanese Lit¬ 
erature. Bringing together scholars 

from across the world, the author 

presents a portrait of The Tale of 
Genji's reception and reproduction 

during the past 1,000 years (Colum¬ 

bia University Press, $32.50). 

Guide to Property Tax Valuation by 

Robert F. Reilly '75 and Robert P. Sch- 
weihs. Reilly and Schweihs, manag¬ 

ing directors of Willamette Manage¬ 

ment Associates, describe practical 

solutions to current ad valorem tax 

valuation issues (Willamette Man¬ 

agement Associates, $59.95). 

Chronic Pain Management: Guide¬ 

lines for Multidisciplinary Program 

Development edited by Michael E. 
Schatman '81 and Alexandra Campbell. 
This text helps readers understand 

multidisciplinary chronic pain man¬ 

agement and outlines effective strat¬ 

egies to treat chronic pain (Informa 

Healthcare, $149.95). 

Your Money & Your Brain: How 

the New Science of Neuroeco¬ 

nomics Can Help Make You Rich 

by Jason Zweig '82. Combining 

concepts in neuroscience, econom¬ 

ics and psychology, Zweig explains 

how our biology drives us toward 

good or bad investment decisions 

(Simon & Schuster, $26). 

The Gluten-Free Guide to Italy by 

Maria Ann Roglieri Ph.D. '88. Of¬ 

fering detailed information about 

where to find gluten-free food all 

over Italy and how to ask for it, Ro¬ 

glieri lists hotels, restaurants, piz¬ 

zerias, bakeries, ice cream stores, 

supermarkets and other venues 

(Mari Productions, $24.95). 

From Yeoman to Redneck in 

the South Carolina Upcounby, 

1850-1915 by Stephen A. West '88. A 
new view of two iconic figures in the 

American South's social landscape: 

the "yeoman" and the "redneck" 

Examining these richly evocative fig¬ 

ures as ideological inventions rather 

than sociological realities. West looks 

at the divisions they obscured and the 

conflicts that gave them such force 

(University of Virginia Press, $45). 

The Carbon Age: How Life's Core 

Element Has Become Civilization's 

Greatest Threat by Eric Roston '93. 
Carbon is one of the fundamental ele¬ 

ments of Earth's life-support systems, 

and the author chronicles the science 

and use of carbon from the Big Bang 

to the industrial era to today's global 

warming (Walker and Co., $25.99). 
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John R. MacArthur 78 Explains Why You Can’t Be President 
By Laura Butchy '04 Arts Many who follow American politics consider 

2008 an extraordinary year in Presidential 
politics. This magazine went to print before 

the result of the general election was known, but the 
country was set to make history by electing either an 
African-American President or a female Vice Presi¬ 
dent. To some, the Presidency seemed more acces¬ 
sible than ever before in American history. 

Not so, argues John R. MacArthur 78 in his book, 
You Can't Be President: The Outrageous Barriers 
to Democracy in America (Melville House, $15.95). 
"The greatest obstacles to popular participation 
in democracy are the Republican and Democratic 
parties, even more than money," MacArthur says. 
"When the two parties decide they don't want a 
newcomer, they join forces to oppose them." 

in the book, MacArthur illustrates his point 
with the example of the 2006 Ned Lamont/Joseph 
Lieberman contest for the Connecticut senate. 
Lamont, a political outsider, was wealthy enough to 
support his own candidacy and won the primary. 
Nevertheless, MacArthur details how Democratic 
Party insiders supported the incumbent Lieberman 
in his run as an independent rather than the popular 
Lamont, as well as how the Republican Party shifted 
its weight to Lieberman in order to keep his pro¬ 
war vote in the senate, in the general election, 
MacArthur documents, Lieberman won, carrying 70 
percent of the Republican vote and 33 percent of 
the Democratic vote. 

Filling the book with detailed examples, MacArthur 
examines the obstacles barring outsiders from running for political 
office, including the two-party system, the cost of campaigns and 
the unspoken requirement that candidates be insiders from Ivy 
League schools. 

"I can't say the system is locked up 100 percent," MacArthur 
adds. "People sneak in. Obama reflects real dissatisfaction from 
most people in the Democratic party, but he is sponsored by the 
regular Democratic organizations. He is not a guy coming from 
nowhere, not an amateur." 

In addition to discussing Lamont and the candidacies of Ralph 
Nader, MacArthur explores local politics. In one chapter, he tells 
the story of Conni Harding, a resident of Portsmouth, R.I., who 
led a successful campaign to prevent Target from building a 
store on her street. 

"I put that chapter in deliberately to give people a sense of 
hope," MacArthur says. "You don't have to focus on party politics 
to be involved. You can, with some initiative and courage, take 
some control over your town or city. In Portsmouth, the interests 
of the many overcame the interests of the few." 

The book's blend of historical analysis and 
investigative reporting combines MacArthur's 
strong backgrounds in both. He grew up in 
Winnetka, III., but was born in New York City. His 
French mother learned English at Columbia, so 
the school always held a certain romance for him. 
Planning to major in history, MacArthur went to 
campus for an interview and attended a class, 
which sealed the deal. Recalling his days on 
Morningside Heights, he remembers the influence 
of great history teachers Jim Shenton '49 (also his 
adviser), Robert Paxton and Peter Onuf. 

After MacArthur missed a Spectator recruitment 
session, arriving late, he was individually inspired 
to join by managing editor David Smith 75, now at 
The New York Times. "It was romantic, the idea of 
doing good, making trouble for the powerful, doing 
your constitutional duty and having fun at the same 
time," MacArthur says. Spectator quickly took over 
his life, as he worked his way up to news editor. 

After graduation, MacArthur was a reporter 
in Washington, D.C., New Jersey and Chicago 
before returning to New York in 1982 as assistant 
foreign editor at United Press International. After 
organizing the rescue of Harper's Magazine with 
his father through the MacArthur Foundation in 
1980, he became its publisher in 1983. In his 25 
years leading the publication to numerous awards, 
MacArthur has continued to write for a variety of 
newspapers and magazines and has authored two 
other books. 

He has stayed connected to classmates and professors 
while living in New York City with his wife and two daughters. 
MacArthur helped with his 25th reunion and was a co-chair 
of the 2007 John Jay Awards Dinner, which honored five 
alumni, including Eric Foner '63, who helped MacArthur with 
background information for You Can't Be President. 

In the book's introduction, MacArthur writes that he hopes to 
contribute to a democratic revival. When asked what it will take 
to prompt such an awakening, he says, "Part of it is going to be 
disillusionment: Either (1) McCain wins and people are disillusioned, 
or (2) Obama wins and people are disappointed when he doesn't 
reform Washington, which is highly unlikely, given his record. 

"I agree with McCarthy that we need a third party, desperately. 
Then maybe we could have a fourth and fifth party, too." 

For more on MacArthur, see www.college.columbia.edu/cct_ 
archive/may03. 

Laura Butchy '04 Arts is a freelance writer, dramaturg and 
theater educator in New York City. 

John R. MacArthur '78 

Schooled: A Novel by Anisha 
Lakhani '98. In Lakhani's debut 

novel, a young Ivy League graduate 

begins teaching at an elite private 

school, copes with the realities of 

her small paycheck and the afflu¬ 

ence of her students, discovers an 

underground economy of students 

paying their tutors to do their 

homework — and decides to join 

in [see September/October "Book¬ 

shelf' feature] (Hyperion, $23.95). 

Silhouette/Shadow: The Cinemat¬ 

ic Art of Gao Xingjian edited by 

Fiona Sze-Lorrain '03. Poetry and es¬ 

says by the 2000 Nobel Prize Lau¬ 

reate in Literature, Gao Xingjian, 

accompanied by illustrations from 

the 2005 film Silhouette/Shadow, a 

documentary that focuses on Gao 

Xingjian's artistic expression. Con¬ 

tact: contours@contours.fr; or 2, rue 

de la Roquette, Passage du Cheval 

blanc, 75011 Paris, France; or (33) 

0146 28 7150 (Contours, €28). 

Privatization: Successes and Fail¬ 

ures edited by Gerard Roland with a 

foreword by Joseph E. Stiglitz, Uni¬ 

versity Professor. This book brings 

together the ideas of the world's 

foremost experts on privatization. 

Developed by the IPD Privatiza¬ 

tion Task Force, it is a sophisticated 

analysis of the trade-offs between 

public and private ownership (Co¬ 

lumbia University Press, $29.50) 

Irina Dimitrov 
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Obituaries 
Robert Giroux ’36, Publisher and Editor 

Robert Giroux '36, publisher, 
editor and chairman of the 
distinguished publishing house 
Farrar, Straus & Giroux, died on 
September 5,2008, in Tinton 
Falls, N.J. He was 94. 

Born on April 8,1914, in 
Jersey City, Giroux was the 
youngest of five children. His 
father was a silk mill foreman 
and his mother a grade-school 
teacher. Giroux attended the 
prestigious Jesuit academy 
Regis H.S. but dropped out in 
1931 in order to take a news¬ 
paper job with The Jersey 
Journal. High school aside, he 
was awarded a scholarship 
to Columbia and matriculated 
with plans to study journalism. 
Soon Giroux was immersed in 
the classes of Mark Van Doren, 
Raymond Weaver and Jacques 
Barzun '27, and he left journal¬ 
ism to pursue literature. Giroux 
befriended John Berryman '36, 
later a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author, and the two revived 
The Philolexian Society. It was 
at Columbia that Giroux was 
introduced to editing, becoming 
editor-in-chief of The Columbia 
Review, where he published 
Berryman's first poems and 
the early writings of Thomas 
Merton '38. 

After graduating Phi Beta 
Kappa with a degree in English 
and comparative literature, 
Giroux took a job in the public 
relations department at CBS 
because publishing jobs were 
scarce at that time, in 1940, he 
took his first editorial job, at 
Harcourt, Brace & Co. Giroux's 
career was interrupted for three 
years during WWll when he 
served as an intelligence officer 
in the Navy, in 1945, after leav- 

Robert Giroux '36 in the 1980s. 
PHOTO: ARTHUR W. WANG 

ing the Navy, Giroux rejoined 
Harcourt, Brace as editor-in- 
chief. While there, he edited 
Jack Kerouac '44's first book, 
The Town and the City, only to 
pass over On the Road, much 
to his later regret. According to 
The NewYorkTimes, Kerouac 
approached Giroux with a 
manuscript written on onionskin 
and teletype paper in a pasted, 
120-foot long roll. Kerouac de¬ 
manded that the manuscript be 
accepted without any changes, 
and Giroux declined. He also 
passed on J.D. Salinger's Catcher 
in the Rye, but had enormous 
success with many legendary 
authors, including Flannery 
O'Connor, Jean Stafford, Donald 
Barthelme, Robert Lowell, 
Virginia Woolf and T.S. Eliot, 
among others. 

Upon the death of Giroux's 
mentor, Donald Brace, Giroux 
felt that Harcourt, Brace was 
moving in the wrong direction, 
turning toward more commer¬ 
cial books and fewer classics, 
and so he joined Farrar, Straus 
& Co. in 1955 as editor-in-chief. 
Many of the authors with whom 

Giroux worked at Harcourt, 
Brace followed him. Giroux 
had first encountered Roger 
W. Straus Jr. at a Navy public 
information office in New York, 
approaching him with a piece 
he had written on the Battle 
of Truk Lagoon in the Pacific. 
Founded in 1946 by Straus and 
John C. Farrar, the company was 
renamed Farrar, Straus & Giroux 
in 1964 when Giroux was made 
a partner. He became chairman 
of the editorial board in 1973. 

Giroux wrote several books, 
including The Book Known as Q: 
A Consideration of Shakespeare's 
Sonnets (1982) and A Deed of 
Death: The Story Behind the 
Unsolved Murder of Hollywood 
Director William Desmond Taylor 
(1990). He also wrote numerous 
essays, including memoirs of E.M. 
Forster and Berryman for the Yale 
Review. Giroux began a memoir 
but never finished it. According 
to the Times, Giroux approached 
T.S. Eliot in 1946 and asked him 
if he believed it was true that 
most editors are failed writers. 
"Perhaps," Eliot replied, "but so 
are most writers." 

Giroux was president of the 
National Board of Review of 
Motion Pictures, an organiza¬ 
tion opposed to movie censor¬ 
ship, from 1975-82. In 1987, 
he was awarded the Alexander 
Hamilton Medal, the College's 
highest honor. He also received 
the New York Mayor's Award of 
Honor for Arts and Culture. 

Giroux married Carmen de 
Arango in 1952, and they were 
divorced in 1969. The couple 
did not have children. Giroux is 
survived by three nieces. 

Gordon Chenoweth 
Sauer '11 Arts 

_1 9 3 5_ 

Hunter Meighan, attorney and 

politician, Mamaroneck, N.Y., on 

June 9,2008. Meighan was bom on 

May 8,1914, in Mamaroneck. At 

the College, he was a member of 

Alpha Delta Phi. Meighan earned a 

law degree from NYU in 1939 and 

was a partner until his death in the 

Mamaroneck law firm of Meighan 

& Necarsulmer. Meighan was act¬ 

ing police judge in the Village of 

Mamaroneck from 1945-49, when 

he resigned to run for the New 

York State Assembly. He served 

as an assemblyman from 1950-59 

and a New York State Senator from 

1960-64. In 1967, he was elected 

a delegate to the New York State 

Constitutional Convention. He also 

was a director of the Knickerbocker 

Federal Savings and Loan Associa¬ 

tion and of the Larchmont Federal 

Savings and Loan Association. 

Meighan was Honorary Trustee of 

the New York United Hospital of 

Port Chester, having been a trustee 

for 17 years. He is survived by his 

wife of 57 years, the former Miriam 

Gay; daughters. Gay Coming, 

Sasha (Lynn) Laing and Marcia 

Abbott; and seven grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to the Boy Scouts of America 

Westchester-Putnam Council or a 

charity of the donor's choice. 

19 3 6 

Francis D. "Frank" Milner, retired 

teacher, coach and director of athlet¬ 

ics, Sarasota, Fla., on May 17,2008. 

Milner was bom on August 6,1915. 

His schooling included Cliffside 

Park H.S., Columbia from 1932-34 

and Trenton State College from 

1934-37. He played basketball and 

tennis at each. Milner served in 

the Navy from 1942-45. A lieuten¬ 

ant, he spent most of his time on 

the USS St. Paul in the Pacific; he 

participated in the 3rd Fleet7 s Japan 

surrender on August 2,1945. Milner 

was a Phi Gamma Delta at Colum¬ 

bia and at Trenton State. His coach¬ 

ing career began at Cliffside Park, 

where he worked for nine years. 

Milner, a member of a number of 

sports organizations, was inducted 

into the Cliffside Park H.S. Hall 

of Fame and New Jersey Athletic 

Hall of Fame. After relocating to 

Florida in 1974, he taught business 

education at North Fort Myers H.S. 

until 1987. Milner was predeceased 

by his wife, Catherine (Kay); and 

a grandson. He is survived by his 

sons, Robert, Roger and Tom; eight 

grandchildren; and six great-grand¬ 

children. Memorial contributions 

may be made to The V Foundation 

for Cancer Research, 106 Tower- 

view Ct., Cary, NC 27513. 

19 4 0 

Rene P. Manes, retired professor 

and academic, Tallahassee, Fla., on 

June 15,2008. Bom in Yonkers on 

January 22,1918, Manes earned a 

B.A. in French and an M.A. from 

Southern Methodist University. 

He was hired by the U.S. Engi¬ 

neers to go to Kingston, Jamaica. 

Manes later joined the Navy and 

was sent to Harvard for ensign 

training. He served in England, 

Scotland, France and Germany as 

a supply officer. Upon returning 

from Europe, Manes and his family 

moved to Dallas, and he taught at 

SMU while taking courses to be¬ 

come a C.P.A. In 1948, Manes was 

employed by Atlantic Refining to 

become an accounting executive in 

Caracas, Venezuela. In 1958, dicta¬ 

tor Perez Jimenez was overthrown, 

and Manes moved his family to 
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West Lafayette, Ind., to take 

courses at Purdue for a Ph.D. He 

began teaching accounting there 

and became associate dean of the 

Krannert Business School. Manes 

was dean of the Business School at 

Arizona and taught full-time at Il¬ 

linois and part-time at Florida State 

before retiring in 1995. He is sur¬ 

vived by his wife, Dorothy; sons, 

Kenneth and Anthony; and three 

grandchildren. Memorial contribu¬ 

tions may be made to Big Bend 

Hospice, 1723 Mahon Center Blvd., 

Tallahassee, FL 32308-5428. 

19 4 2 

Arthur R. Albohn '42 

Arthur R. Albohn, retired politi¬ 

cian, Whippany, N.J., on June 29, 

2008. Albohn was bom in Ridge¬ 

wood, N.Y., and graduated from 

Stuyvesant H.S. He earned a B.S. in 

1943 from the Engineering School. 

Albohn worked for Goodyear dur¬ 

ing WWH. In 1950, he and his wife 

relocated to Whippany, where he 

worked in research for Celanese, 

later as assistant manager of Ray- 

onier, and as project manager and 

consultant for Komline Sanderson 

Engineering. Albohn was elected 

to hie Hanover Township Com¬ 

mittee in 1954, serving for 33 years. 

Obituary Submission 
Guidelines 

Columbia College Today wel¬ 
comes obituaries for College 

alumni. Please include the 
deceased's full name, date of 
death with year, class year, 

profession, and city and state 
of residence at time of death. 
Biographical information, sur¬ 
vivors' names, address(es) for 
charitable donations and high- 

quality photos (print, or 300 
dpi jpg) also may be included. 
Word limit is 200; text may be 
edited for length, clarity and 
style at editors' discretion. 

Send materials to Obituaries 
Editor, Columbia College Today, 

475 Riverside Dr., Ste 917, 
New York, NY 10115-0998 or 

to cct@columbia.edu. 

including five as mayor. He was 

elected in 1980 to the New Jersey 

State Assembly, where he was an 

advocate for preservation of open 

space and voiced the importance of 

environmental concerns, including 

recycling. He retired from govern¬ 

ment in 1996 and recently was 

inducted into the Elected Officials 

Hall of Fame of the New Jersey 

League of Municipalities. Albohn 

is survived by his wife of 64 years, 

Regina; children, Adrienne Ann 

Landgraf, Douglas, and Daniel '81 

and his wife, Nancy Woychik; two 

grandsons; two nieces; and two 

nephews. He was predeceased by a 

sister, Marjorie Kropotkin. Memo¬ 

rial contributions may be made 

to Alzheimer's Association, 400 

Morris Ave., Denville, NJ 07834, or 

the First Presbyterian Church of 

Whippany. 

_1 9 4 4_ 
Charles L. Brieant Jr., retired chief 

judge, Ossining, N.Y., on July 21, 

2008. Brieant was bom in Ossining 

on March 13,1923. He entered the 

College with the Class of 1944 but 

due to service in the Army Air Forces 

in WWH graduated in 1947. Brieant 

then earned a degree in 1949 from 

the Law School. From 1949-71, he 

was, successively, an Ossining town 

justice, a Westchester County ADA, 

the Briarcliff Manor village attorney, 

an Ossining town supervisor and a 

Westchester County legislator. Presi¬ 

dent Nixon appointed Brieant to the 

federal bench in 1971. He was chief 

judge from 1986-93, and remained 

a judge until 2007, with the U.S. 

States District Court for the Southern 

District of New York. Brieant helped 

pave the way for the construction 

of the federal courthouse on Foley 

Square in Manhattan, which opened 

in 1994, and for a new courthouse in 

White Plains, N.Y., which opened in 

1995. He is survived by his wife of 60 

years, the former Virginia Warfield; 

son, Charles HI; daughters, Cynthia 

Hendricks, Julia Clavette and Vic¬ 

toria; nine grandchildren; and two 

great-grandchildren. Memorial con¬ 

tributions may be made to the Os¬ 

sining Historical Society, 196 Croton 

Ave., Ossining, NY 10562. 

19 4 5 

Feodor S. Kovalchuk, pastor. Can- 

field, Ohio, on April 22,2008. Rt. Rev. 

Mitred Archpriest Kovalchuk was 

bom on March 5,1924, in Wakaw, 

Saskatchewan, Canada, and moved 

with his family to Holdingford, 

Minn. Kovalchuk studied at Con¬ 

cord State College in Athens, W.Va., 

before transferring to the College 

and St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theo¬ 

logical Seminary, also in NYC, from 

which he graduated in 1946. He was 

ordained in 1948 and held several 

assignments until February 1,1952, 

when he became pastor of Nativity 

of Christ Church in Youngstown, 

where he served until his death. 

Kovalchuk did postgraduate work 

in education at Loyola (Md.) and 

earned an M.A. from Western Re¬ 

serve in Slavic and East European 

studies. He taught at Youngstown 

University, Mount Union College 

and two high schools and was a 

visiting instructor at Westminster 

College. He was predeceased by 

his wife, Matushka Anya, in 2007, 

as well as a daughter, Natalia, and 

sister Nadia Sowa. He is survived 

by his daughter and son-in-law, 

Basilissa and Bob Hepburn; son 

and daughter-in-law. Serge and 

Sabrina; and a nephew and his fam¬ 

ily. Memorial contributions may 

be made to the Father Kovalchuk 

Memorial Fund, Nativity of Christ 

Orthodox Church, 727 Miller Street, 

Youngstown, OH 44502. 

19 4 6 

Edward L. Jaworski, retired con¬ 

struction executive, Elizaville, N.Y., 

on August 20,2008. Bom in Classon 

Point in the Bronx, Jaworski was 

a veteran of WWH. He entered 

with the Class of 1946 but earned a 

B.S. in 1949 from the Engineering 

School. Jaworski worked at Colum¬ 

bia in the '60s and '70s and was in 

charge of the Office of New Con¬ 

struction, with responsibility for all 

new buildings on the Momingside 

and medical campuses, including 

560 Riverside Drive and the Bard 

Haven apartments. Longtime friend 

Peter Krulewitch '62 met Jaworski 

when the former was assistant 

construction super of 560 Riverside 

Drive and said of him, "Ed was a 

big man, soft-spoken, very strong 

and as good a construction man as 

any in his profession." Krulewitch 

also noted that Jaworski was "one 

of the best water polo players of his 

generation. He was the oldest play¬ 

er on the Olympic team in 1952 in 

Helsinki. I once asked Ed how good 

he was, and despite his modesty, 

he said simply, 'I was the best.'" 

Upon retirement, Jaworski moved 

to Columbia County, N.Y., where 

he designed and built a home on a 

200-acre farm. 

_1 9 4 8_ 
Carlo P. Crocetti, retired military 

officer. Western, N.Y., on June 23, 

2008. Bom on March 12,1928, in 

Bogota, N.J., Crocetti attended Bo¬ 

gota Elementary School and Hor¬ 

ace Mann School for Boys. After 

the College, he earned a master's 

in 1949 and a Ph.D. (in psychology) 

in 1951, both from GSAS. Crocetti 

entered the Rome Air Develop¬ 

ment Center in July 1951 as a first 

lieutenant, USAF. He retired from 

RADC in May 1990 as director of 

plans and a member of the Federal 

Senior Engineer Service. Surviving 

are his wife, Shirley Foster Mills 

Crocetti; son and daughter-in-law, 

Philip and Melissa; one grand¬ 

daughter; sister, Emma Yazmajian; 

nieces; and nephews. Memorial 

contributions may be made to the 

American Cancer Society. 

19 4 9 

James P. Cooney, retired USAF colo¬ 

nel, Niceville, Fla., on May 3,2008. 

Cooney was bom in Newburgh, 

N.Y., on April 27,1928. He majored in 

math and economics at the College 

before entering the Air Force Avia¬ 

tion Cadet Program in 1949. During 

his 27 years in the Air Force, Cooney 

flew a variety of air defense aircraft, 

including the F-94C, F-101 and F-4E. 

He was on the crew at Edwards AFB 

that set nine world speed and altitude 

records in 1965. In 1971, Cooney was 

assigned to the 432nd Tactical Fighter 

Wing at Udom, Thailand, and flew 

186 combat missions, including 126 

missions over North Vietnam. He 

was awarded the Silver Star, six Dis¬ 

tinguished Flying Crosses and more 

than 20 air medals. Upon his return 

from Southeast Asia, he was assigned 

to the Pentagon until his retirement in 

1977. He then worked for Raytheon 

until his retirement in 1993. Cooney 

was predeceased by his wife, Martha 

"Marty" Elizabeth Nielsen, and is 

survived by his children, Barbara, 

Chris, and William and his wife Vicki; 

four grandchildren; Patricia Gooding, 

his companion; and her daughter, 

Melissa. Memorial contributions may 

be made to Covenant Hospice, 101 

Hart St., Niceville, FL 32578. 

Charles B. Tulevech Jr., retired oph¬ 

thalmologist, Morehead City, N.C., 

on March 23,2008. Bom on July 9, 

1927, in Elizabeth, N.J., Tulevech 

attended Townsend Harris H.S. in 

NYC. Enrolled in the College at 16, 

he was too young to enlist in the 

armed services during WWH and 

instead joined the 6817th Special 

Service Battalion in the European 

Theater of Operations, entertaining 

troops overseas. After the war, he 

returned to Columbia, receiving his 

bachelor's and then an M.D. in 1956 

from P&S. For 32 years, Tulevech 

practiced medicine in Port Jefferson, 

N.Y., where he was chief of oph¬ 

thalmology at Mather Hospital and 

St. Charles Hospital, and clinical 

professor of surgery (ophthalmol¬ 

ogy) at State University Hospital in 

Stony Brook, N.Y. He founded Long 

Island Eye Physicians & Surgeons. 

While living in nearby Old Field, 

N.Y., Tulevech was an Old Field Vil¬ 

lage trustee for 14 years. He is sur¬ 

vived by his wife of 51 years, Peggy; 

daughter, Susan '86 Business; sons, 

Charles III '85 and Steven; and 

seven grandchildren. 

19 5 1 

Joseph R. McCormick, sales and 

marketing executive. Cocoa Beach, 
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Fla., on April 12,2008. McCormick 

was bom in Bay Shore, N.Y., in 

1927 and attended George Wash¬ 

ington H.S. in NYC. He served in 

the 467th Army Air Force in WWII 

and was stationed in the Pacific. 

McCormick earned degrees in 1951 

from the Engineering School and 

in 1958 from the Business School 

(Theta Tau fraternity). He worked 

for Westinghouse Electric Interna¬ 

tional in NYC and Westinghouse 

Electric in Pittsburgh. McCormick's 

career culminated in being v.p. 

of sales and marketing for Airco 

Speer Corp. He later moved to 

Binghamton to be v.p. of Magnetic 

Laboratories. McCormick enjoyed 

golf, home improvements, garden¬ 

ing and baseball. In his last years, 

he pursued family genealogy. Mc¬ 

Cormick is survived by his wife of 

50 years, Joan Bowen McCormick; 

in-laws, John and Deborah Bowen, 

and Barbara Yee; daughter, Leslie 

Starkey and her husband, Steve; 

sons, Jonathan and his wife, Ce¬ 

cilia, David and his wife, Susan, 

and Robert and his wife, Julie; 11 

grandchildren; nine great-grand¬ 

children; sister, Catherine Callahan; 

brother, Fredrick; and nieces and 

nephews. Memorial contribu¬ 

tions may be made to Space Coast 

Medical Associates, Moffitt Cancer 

Center, Hospice of St. Francis or a 

charity of the donor's choice. 

19 5 2 

Eugene A. "Gene" Manfrini, musi¬ 

cian and piano expert, Queensbury, 

N.Y., on June 23,2008. Bom on Sep¬ 

tember 20,1928, in Mount Vernon, 

Manfrini was blinded in a medical 

accident when he was 3. At 5, he 

was enrolled at the Institute for the 

Education of the Blind, and in his 

14 years there learned the piano, 

violin and organ and became an 

honor student. At 12, Manfrini took 

up wrestling and won the Junior 

and Senior Metropolitan AAU 

titles. Manfrini entered the College, 

undertaking "general studies," 

which the College required in order 

to prove himself. In February 1949, 

he was officially admitted, and he 

resumed wrestling. After graduat¬ 

ing, Manfrini went back to his high 

school, took up piano tuning and 

built his tuning and rebuilding busi¬ 

ness, later counting clients such as 

Irving Berlin, Arthur Rubenstein, 

RCA, Columbia Recording, Frank 

Loesser, Harold Arlen, Thelonius 

Monk, Dave Brubeck, Andre Koste- 

lantz, Roseland and Julliard. He also 

played with his group The Mood 

Men. Manfrini is survived by his 

wife, Mary Ann (Miorin) Manfrini; 

sisters, Nina Kalish and Roseanne 

Carbone; and daughters, Liza Abate 

and Marilyn, and their families. Me¬ 

morial contributions may be made 

to Freedom Guide Dogs, 1210 Hard¬ 

scrabble Rd., Cassville, NY 13318. 

_1 9 5 3_ 
Norman Marcus, attorney and 

NYC zoning expert. New York City, 

on June 30,2008. Bom in the Bronx 

on August 31,1932, Marcus earned 

a law degree from Yale in 1957. He 

joined the New York City Planning 

Commission in 1963 and for 20 

years was its general counsel. In 

that capacity Marcus drafted much 

of the legal language intended to 

preserve the historic character of 

many of NYC's neighborhoods 

while still allowing new construc¬ 

tion. Marcus was an architect of 

inclusionary zoning, which offers 

tax breaks to luxury housing devel¬ 

opers if they set aside a portion of 

their building for low- or middle- 

income residents. Inclusionary 

zoning started in Manhattan in 

the 1970s and now helps promote 

mixed-income neighborhoods in 

many sections of the city. Among 

Marcus' other accomplishments 

was drafting the "loft law," which 

legalized artists' occupation of 

loft spaces in what had once been 

mostly manufacturing districts. 

After leaving the commission in 

1985, Marcus went into private 

practice and also taught zoning law 

at NYU, the Cardozo School of Law, 

Pratt Institute and the architecture 

school at Princeton. He is survived 

by his wife, Maria Lenhoff Marcus; 

daughters, Valerie and Nicole; son, 

Eric, son-in-law, Peter Miller; and 

four grandchildren. 

19 5 7 

Michael E. Bemiker, music produc¬ 

er, Hillsdale, N.Y., on July 25,2008. 

Bom in Brooklyn on June 30,1935, 

Bemiker studied music and philoso¬ 

phy at the College, then served in 

the Army for two years at Fort Bliss, 

where he had a local radio program 

and organized a jazz festival. In 1960, 

Bemiker enrolled in an in-house 

A&R (artists and repertory) training 

program at CBS Records. One of 

his first projects was a jazz series on 

Epic. Best known for producing the 

first three Barbra Streisand albums 

on Columbia as well as numerous 

Broadway cast albums, Bemiker also 

produced Latin jazz, spoken word, 

comedy and classical records. After 

leaving CBS in 1968, he was an exec¬ 

utive with several major record com¬ 

panies, including RCA. Returning to 

CBS in 1977, Bemiker originated the 

Columbia Jazz Masterpieces series. 

He won nine Grammys. Bemiker is 

survived by his wife. Heather; son, 

Mark; daughter, Judy Powell; and 

two grandchildren. 

19 6 0 

Ernest E. Sawin, a retired project 

manager, Rochester, Mich., on 

April 4,2008. Sawin was born on 

November 27,1938, in Leominster, 

Mass., and was valedictorian of 

his Leominster H.S. class. Sawin 

attended the College on a scholar¬ 

ship and was a member of Beta 

Theta Pi and the football team. 

He earned a B.S. in 1961 from the 

Engineering School and an M.S. in 

1962 from the University of Colo¬ 

rado, both in chemical engineering. 

Sawin had a 35-year career with 

DuPont as a chemical engineer, op¬ 

erations superintendent and proj¬ 

ect manager. He received DuPont's 

Safety, Health, and Environmental 

Excellence Award; Engineering 

Excellence Award; and Polymer 

Products Safety Excellence Award. 

Sawin, an avid downhill skier, is 

survived by his wife of 43 years, 

Jane; sons, John and his wife, 

Grace, and David and his wife. 

Heather; three grandchildren; 

and sister, Betty Callahan and her 

husband, Paul. Memorial contribu¬ 

tions may be made to Lewy Body 

Dementia Association Inc., PO Box 

451429, Atlanta, GA 31145-9429. 

_1 9 6 3_ 
Thomas W. Twele, physician, An¬ 

niston, Ala., on March 20,2008. A 

native of Queens, Twele received 

his M.D. from Duke and did resi¬ 

dencies at SUNY Syracuse and The 

University of Texas Medical Center. 

Twele served at Kirk Army Hospi¬ 

tal, Aberdeen PG, Md., and from 

1970-71 in Vietnam in a mobile 

medical unit. He did further study 

in hematology-oncology under 

a fellowship at The University of 

Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. 

Early in his career, with Dr. M.T. 

Shaw, Twele published "Plasma 

Cell Leukemia; Detailed Studies 

and Response to Therapy" in the 

periodical Cancer. He also wrote 

articles on health issues for The An¬ 
niston Star. Twele practiced in Utica, 

N.Y., and El Paso, Texas, as well as 

Anniston. Twele was on the found¬ 

ing board of directors for Hospice in 

Anniston. When it opened in 1987, 

he became medical director and re¬ 

mained in that position until shortly 

before his death. Twele is survived 

by his wife, Aylmarie Uhlhom 

Twele; children, Frank Ahlgren III 

and Elise Ahlgren Leake; son-in- 

law, Carter Leake; three grandchil¬ 

dren; sister, Diane Jensen; nephew; 

and niece. Memorial contributions 

may be made to New Beacon Hos¬ 

pice or to the Rector's Discretionary 

Fund at The Church of St. Michael 

and All Angels. 

19 6 6 

Robert D. Caldwell, retired pub¬ 

lishing executive, San Antonio, 

Texas, on July 10,2008. Caldwell 

attended high school in Ridge¬ 

wood, N.J. Upon graduation from 

the College, he went to work for 

the publishing firm Harcourt 

Brace Jovanovich. Except for 

several years at St. Martin's Press, 

Caldwell worked at Harcourt until 

he retired in 2003. He moved to 

San Antonio in 1986 to work for 

Harcourt's Psychological Corp., 

staying there until his retirement. 

Caldwell is survived by his wife, 

Joanna; mother, Mary; and brother, 

Stephen. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the American Can¬ 

cer Society or Rainforest Alliance. 

19 7 3 

Robert Musicant, attorney, Wilton, 

Conn., on August 3,2008. A resident 

of Connecticut since 1984, Musicant 

maintained a private law practice in 

Norwalk. Musicant earned a B.S. at 

the College, a Ph.D. from the Univer¬ 

sity of Oklahoma in biological psy¬ 

chology and a J.D. from UCLA. He 

worked in a variety of legal fields, 

including the representation of poor 

and underprivileged individuals 

seeking to obtain or protect social 

security disability benefits. After 

contracting an autoimmune disor¬ 

der, Musicant devoted substantial 

time and resources to investigating 

treatments of these conditions and 

in that capacity served on the execu¬ 

tive board of the Lupus Foundation 

of America, Connecticut Chapter. 

Musicant's passions were traveling 

with his wife, Aurora, and chess. He 

played competitively for many years 

and in 1990 organized a chess club 

for children at the Norwalk Public 

Library, along with a friend. He was 

a chess tournament director and a 

founder of the Norwalk Knights 

Chess Club. Musicant was a frequent 

contributor to the letters to the editor 

pages of several newspapers, includ¬ 

ing The New York Times. In addition 

to his wife, Musicant is survived by a 

sister, Judith. Memorial contributions 

may be made to APS Foundation of 

America. 

_1 9 7 8_ 
Peter Christopher, professor and 

writer, Statesboro, Ga., on April 15, 

2008. Christopher earned a B.A. in 

literature and an M.F.A. in fiction 

writing from the University of Flor¬ 

ida. He was a writer-in-residence 

for the Writers Voice Workshop 

and a guest lecturer at Columbia, 

NYU, Florida, and Portland State's 

Haystack Program in the Arts. 

Christopher curated reading series 

for the New York Public Library 

and La Mama La Gallerica Second 

Classe. He joined the faculty of the 

Georgia Southern Writing and Lin¬ 

guistics Department in 1998, where 

he helped built the creative writing 

program. In 2001, Christopher won 

the Dorothy Golden Excellence in 

Teaching Award. He authored three 

books, and his fiction appeared in 

numerous journals and anthologies. 

Christopher received a National 

Endowment for the Arts Fellowship 

in Literature and a Grinter Fellow¬ 

ship from the University of Florida. 

He also was an award-winning 
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OTHER DEATHS REPORTED 

Columbia College Today also has learned of the deaths of the following alumni. Complete obituaries 

will be published in an upcoming issue, pending receipt of information and space considerations. 

1933 Carroll F. Marquard, Rancho Santa Fe, Calif., on May 9,2006. 

1935 Henry D. Janowitz, gastroenterologist. New York City, on August 19,2008. Janowitz earned a degree 

in 1939 from P&S. 

John S. Weeks, Dublin, Va., on December 10,2007. 

1936 Robert M. Hecker, motel owner and developer and retired Army Reservist, Sausalito, Calif., on Septem¬ 

ber 20,2008. Hecker entered with the Class of 1936 and earned a B.S. in 1936 from the Engineering School. 

1938 Juan de Zengotita, retired Foreign Service officer, Manchester, Vt., on September 3,2008. 

1942 Carl F. Bauman Jr., retired U.S. Customs agent, Middletown, Pa., on September 4,2008. 

1943 Louis R. Gallagher, attorney, Unionville, N.Y., on July 19,2008. 

1944 Andrew T. Furey, retired surgeon, Bronxville, N.Y., on June 21,2008. 

Everett J. Roach, senior executive, Solana Beach, Calif., on August 18,2008. Roach earned a B.S. in 

1947 from the Engineering School. 

1945 Donald K. Corwin, optometrist, Jacksonville, Fla., on March 26,2007. Corwin entered with the Class 

of 1945 but earned a degree in 1950 from the Optometry School. 

1946 Joseph P. Martocci, retired ob / gyn, Babylon and West Islip, N. Y., on August 20,2008. 

1947 Leonard S. Danzig, physician. Little Silver, N.J., on August 20,2008. 

1948 Robert C. Clayton, real estate property manager. New York City, on October 1,2008. Clayton is sur¬ 

vived by his wife of 54 years, Helen (Betty); and children, William, and Tracie Qayton-Hom. 

Robert F. Travis, attorney, Blacksburg, Va., on August 18,2008. Travis earned an M.A. in English and 

comparative literature in 1949 from GSAS. 

1949 Norman R. Lucia, retired deputy director of admissions, Colorado Springs, Colo., on July 13,2008. 

Edgar A. Raynis, chaplain, Portland, Ore., on July 5,2008. 

1950 Duncan R.J. MacLeod, retired CIA security officer, Arlington, Va., on September 7,2008. 

Arthur P. Roberts Jr., retired anesthesiologist, Seattle, on July 6,2008. 

1951 Russell E. James, physician, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., on August 7,2008. 

1952 William J. Athos, physician, St. Petersburg, Fla., on September 30,2008. 

Peter E. Barry, physician, Cumberland Foreside, Maine, on July 5,2008. Barry earned a degree in 

1956 from P&S. 

John A. Blessing Jr., v.p., Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., on July 22,2008. 

Arnold Miller, professor, Tucson, Ariz., on August 22,2008. Miller earned a Ph.D. in 1968 from GSAS. 

Leo L. Ward, businessman, Pottsville, Pa., on May 19,2008. 

Eugene M. Wasserman, pediatrician, Mamaroneck, N.Y., on August 11,2008. 

1954 Bernard L. Varney, retired IRS agent, Memphis, on May 14,2008. 

1955 Roland R. Brown, retired editor, Bethesda, Md., on September 23,2007. 

1958 Ralph D. Feigin, pediatrician, Houston, on August 14,2008. 

1960 Serge F. Angiel, ski patroller, Springfield, N.J., on August 27,2008. 

Richard H. Jones Jr., Kingston, Wash., on July 26,2008. 

1961 Richard F. Horowitz, attorney and firm partner, Bloomfield, N.J., on September 11,2008. Horowitz 

earned a degree from the Law School in 1964. 

1962 Thomas C. Shapiro Sr., geologist, computer engineer and photographer, Dickerson, Md., on July 21,2008. 

1967 Richard N. Adams, attorney, Ridgefield, Conn., on August 4,2008. 

1969 James R. Quattrocchi, certified financial planner. North Kingstown, R.I., on July 15,2008. Quattroc- 

chi earned a degree in 1970 from the Business School. 

Gerald A. Zawadzkas, former NFL player, physicist, Albuquerque, N.M., on September 3,2008. 

1973 Peter Lewis, environmentalist. Areata, Calif., on August 26,2008. 

1999 Aaron G. Palmer, financial analyst. New York City, on April 29,2008. 

newspaper reporter and columnist. 

Christopher is survived by his 

wife, Carolyn Altman; child, Colby 

Parker; parents, Frances Caron and 

Robert Maroni; and sisters, Susan 

Solan and Sarah Maroni. Memo¬ 

rial contributions may be made to 

Peter Christopher Creative Writing 

Fund (#0775), Georgia Southern 

University Department of Writ¬ 

ing and Linguistics, PO Box 8053, 

Statesboro, GA 30460. 

_1 9 9 3_ 

Michael J. Feldman, real estate 

executive, Hastings-on-Hudson, 

N.Y., on December 29,2007. Bom 

in Philadelphia, Feldman attended 

Lower Merion H.S. in Bala Cyn- 

wyd. Pa. At the College, he ma¬ 

jored in philosophy and economics 

and was a member of the freshman 

lightweight crew. Feldman earned 

an M.B.A. from Chicago in 1998 

and worked for the Boston Con¬ 

sulting Group until 2000, when 

he joined a New York real estate 

company. Eventually moving into 

private equity, he worked for In¬ 

trepid Capital until his death. Feld¬ 

man is survived by his wife, Karen 

Schwartz '93 Barnard, daughter, 

Sarah; son, Benjamin; parents. 

Sue and Arnold '58; and brothers, 

Dave and Ed. Memorial contribu¬ 

tions may be made to the Fund for 

Lung Cancer: The Bonnie J. Add- 

ario Lung Cancer Foundation c/o 

White Space, Inc., 601 Fourth St., 

Ste 215, San Francisco, CA 94107 or 

to The Sarah and Benjamin Feld¬ 

man Education Fund, Smith Bar¬ 

ney, Attn.: Rachel Schwarz, 150 JFK 

Pky, 4th FI., Short Hills, NJ 07078. 

2 0 0 3 

Jesse W. Thompkins ill '03 

Jesse W. Thompkins III, film as¬ 

sistant, Brooklyn, on August 3,2008. 

Thompkins entered with the Class 

of 2003 and earned his degree in 

2006. He was bom on October 26, 

1981, in Washington, D.C. Thomp¬ 

kins transferred from SEAS to the 

College to study film and traveled 

to Beijing on a Zeidman Fellow¬ 

ship. A member of the track team, 

he clocked the third best time in 

school history in the 100m (aided 

by wind). Thompkins worked on 

a number of films, including Spike 

Lee's Inside Man, Steven Spielberg's 

Munich, and Michael Clayton. Most 

recently, he was an assistant to 

writer-director Adam Brooks on 

Definitely, Maybe. Thompkins also 

wrote and directed a number of 

original shorts and was in the midst 

of a move to Los Angeles to shop 

his first feature screenplay. He is 

survived by his parents, Jesse W. Jr. 

and Judith A. Layne Thompkins; 

sister, Najila; and grandmothers, 

Cora Thompkins and Joan Murphy. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to Jesse Thompkins in Foun¬ 

dation for Young People in the Arts 

c/o Chevy Chase Bank, 92515th 

St. N.W., Washington, DC 20005. 

Working Title Films will be under¬ 

writing an annual screenwriting 

award in Thompkins' name. 

Lisa Palladino 

o 
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Louis Bender '32, '35L was 

inducted into the New York City 

Basketball Hall of Fame at the New 

York Athletic Club on September 

16. While at Columbia, Louis 

became an All-American, leading 

the Lions to the 1930 and 1931 

Ivy League titles. He went on to 

play throughout the 1930s for the 

Original Celtics, a Hall of Fame 

barnstorming team based in New 

York, and with the Union City 

(N.J.) Reds and Boston Trojans of 

the American Basketball League, 

a precursor to the NBA. Louis 

finished his career with the inde¬ 

pendent New York Whirlwinds in 

1941. In an article in The New York 
Times, Louis was quoted as saying, 

"I'm glad I lived long enough to 

receive this honor, it's truly incred¬ 

ible." Louis is a retired lawyer who 

still plays tennis in Longboat Key, 

Fla., where he lives with his wife of 

75 years, Jean, a Barnard alumna. 

Read the whole article, "City's Bas¬ 

ketball Hall Welcomes 98-Year-Old 

Inductee," atwww.nytimes.com. 

Norman F. Ramsey '35, '40 GSAS 

was profiled in the September 6 

issue of the South China Morning 
Post under the heading and sub¬ 

head "Peek into the lives of great 

scientists: Academic's interviews 

with Nobel laureates aim to identify 

what drives them." Norman, a 

radar consultant to Washington, 

D.C., during WWII, took part in the 

Manhattan Project, developing the 

first nuclear bombs, and won the 

Nobel Prize for physics in 1989 for 

his work on atomic clocks. In a long 

and distinguished career, he was 

responsible for a string of important 

discoveries at the cutting edge of 

particle physics and is today con¬ 

sidered one of the grand old men of 

American science. 

The son of an Army ordnance 

officer, Norman twice skipped 

grades when switching schools 

as the family moved among post¬ 

ings. Encouraged by his parents, 

he graduated from high school 

in Kansas at 15 with top results. 

It had been assumed he would 

follow in his father's footsteps to 

West Point, but at 15 he was too 

young to get in. The family moved 

to New York, and Norman was 

admitted to Columbia to study 

engineering but switched to math 

because he wanted a deeper un¬ 

derstanding of nature. 

By the time he graduated, Nor¬ 

man realized that physics was the 

subject he was most interested in 

and that it was possible to have 

a career in the field. So when 

Columbia gave him a fellowship 

to Cambridge, he used it to earn a 

second undergraduate degree in 

physics. After graduating, Norman 

returned to Columbia to earn his 

Ph.D. from GSAS with Nobel laure¬ 

ate Isidor Isaac (LI.) Rabi in the new 

field of magnetic resonance, sharing 

in an important discovery about the 

magnetic properties of the nucleus 

of the isotope deuterium. 

Norman believed that his par¬ 

ents had "a remarkable influence" 

on his education and achieve¬ 

ments, having high expectations 

but leaving him die freedom to 

choose the subjects he studied. 

"My mother would read to me 

or take me to the library," he had 

said. "They expected me to work 

hard and to do my best. But they 

allowed me to figure it out by 

myself." 

Read the full text at www.scmp. 

com. 

Seth Neugroschl 

1349 Lexington Ave. 

New York, NY 10028 

sn23@columbia.edu 

No news to share — please write! 

I Robert Zucker 

29 The Birches 

I Roslyn, NY 11576 

rzucker@optonline.net 

I spent most of the summer in 

Southampton playing tennis, 

swimming and loafing; sort of col¬ 

lege all over again. 

Ray Robinson had two sports 

op-ed pieces published in the Sun¬ 

day New York Times during July. 

One featured Ray's picture with 

his extensive sports autograph 

album. Ray is busy writing another 

book, but he takes time out to be a 

regular at our irregular brown bag 

lunches at Joe Coffee's apartment 

on East 79th Street in Manhattan. 

If you would like to join us, please 

call Len Shayne: 212-737-7245. 

Roy McArdle briefly left his 

home in Hawaii to take a cruise 

with his wife, Helen, on the Colum¬ 

bia River as they followed the route 

traveled by Lewis and Clark. He 

sent a great picture of himself on the 

Columbia Queen. Even in his travels 

Roy remains loyal to alma mater. 

We would all like to hear from 

you. Send me an e-mail. 

42 
Melvin Hershkowitz 

3 Regency Plaza, Apt 1001-E 

Providence, RI02903 

DRMEL23@cox.net 

I am sad to report that on July 

271 received a note from Regina 

Albohn, sending news of the death 

on June 29 of her husband, Arthur 

Albohn, after a long illness. Art and 

Regina were truly loyal Lions, com¬ 

ing to reunion and Homecoming 

whenever possible. They contrib¬ 

uted a great deal to these occasions 

with their warmth and enthusiasm. 

At Columbia, Art rowed on the 

freshman and varsity lightweight 

crews, won Silver and Gold Crowns 

and was captain of the rifle team (I 

am grateful that we were friendly 

and he never aimed at me). Art 

also earned a degree in chemical 

engineering from the Engineering 

School in 1943. From 1943-50, he 

worked at Goodyear Tire & Rubber; 

from 1950-56 at Celanese; and from 

1956 on at Rayonier, until he joined 

Komline-Sanderson as a consulting 

engineer, where he stayed until his 

retirement. 

In addition to his professional 

accomplishments. Art had a long 

career in politics and public service. 

He was mayor of Hanover Town¬ 

ship, N.J., for five years and was 

v.p. and chair of the New Jersey 

Federation of Planning Officials. 

In 1980, Art was elected to the 

New Jersey General Assembly and 

soon earned the nickname of "Dr. 

No" for his votes against exces¬ 

sive spending and tax increases. 

However, he was not reluctant to 

approve expenditures for environ¬ 

mental preservation and protection, 

and was the sponsor of mandatory 

recycling legislation for New Jersey 

communities. Art was recognized 

and respected by his fellow legisla¬ 

tors as a careful representative 

who actually read every bill before 

voting on it. He retired from New 

Jersey government service in 1996. 

In recognition of his many years of 

devoted service. Governor Jon Cor- 

zine ordered federal and state flags 

to be flown at half-staff on July 8 

and paid tribute to Art as "a leader 

in public life, spending the majority 

of his career dedicated to serving 

the common good, and New Jersey 

is a better place today because of 

that service." 

Art is survived by his wife; 

daughter, Adrienne; sons, Douglas 

and Daniel '81; and two grand¬ 

sons. We send our condolences to 

all members of Art's family. [See 

Obituaries.] 

On August 4,1 had a happy 

phone call from Bob Kaufman, 

our 87-year-old, still-trim former 

coxswain, to announce the birth of 

his second granddaughter, Ruby 

Lee. Bob might be the eldest new 

grandfather in our class. If there 

are any other candidates, please let 

me know. Ruby Lee's sister, Maddy 

Kate (7), already has attended two 

Columbia Homecomings at Wien 

Stadium and is a prospective Lion 

cheerleader. 

In early August, I had a phone 

call from Dr. Bernard Small from 

his handsome summer place in 

Montauk, N.Y. Bemie is a retired 

dentist. He has been a generous 

donor to Columbia for many years 

and a loyal fan of our football 

and basketball teams, while also 

expressing his criticisms and disap¬ 

pointments at our longtime failures 

to win Ivy titles in these sports. 

Bemie also is interested in politics. 

He sent me a long article about 

Barack Obama '83 from a recent 

issue of The New Yorker, in which 

Obama's early political career was 

analyzed and discussed in great 

detail... but not much about his 

years at Columbia. By the time 

this issue of CCT reaches us in 

November, we will know whether 

or not Obama has succeeded in 

becoming not only the first (half) 

African-American candidate to be 

elected President, but also the first 

Columbia College alumnus to have 

achieved that high office. How did 

you vote? 

I hope that many classmates, 

and other Columbia alumni, saw 

the fascinating story about the late 

Professor Mark Van Doren by his 

grandson, Adam Van Doren '84, 

in the Sunday New York Times of 

July 27. This was a reminiscence 

about Columbia's English depart¬ 

ment in the 1920s, '30s and '40s, 

when Van Doren was the principal 

mentor to an exceptional group of 

students who went on to become 

famous in the history of American 

literature. The story is an affection¬ 

ate remembrance of Van Doren 

and his famous students, a group 

that included Lionel Trilling '25, 

John Berryman '36, Jack Kerouac 

'44, Allen Ginsberg '48, Thomas 

Merton '38, Herman Wouk '34, 

Arthur Sulzberger '51, Robert Lax 

'38 and Jacques Barzun '27. Your 

correspondent recalls taking Van 
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Doren's course on "The Poetry of 

Hardy and Yeats." We had to read 

Hardy's The Dynasts, which seemed 

as long as Tolstoy's War and Peace by 

the time we finished it. Everyone in 

the class received an A or A-, except 

the current writer, who received 

a B+. I never learned why I had 

disappointed Van Doren like that, 

but I have never forgotten my great 

pleasure at sitting in his classes 

and learning so much from him. 

We thank Adam for his wonderful 

tribute to his late grandfather and to 

Columbia's English department. 

The Summer 2008 issue of Co¬ 
lumbia magazine published a brief 

letter from Dr. Gerald Klingon, one 

of many about the 1968 campus up¬ 

risings and occupations of campus 

buildings. Gerry wrote that in his 

opinion, the only reason for the pro¬ 

tests and demonstrations was the 

removal of draft deferments for col¬ 

lege students, making them vulner¬ 

able to military service in Vietnam. 

Other letter writers gave different 

opinions. The absence of a current 

military draft certainly has had an 

effect on protests against the war in 

Iraq. While widespread around the 

nation, they have been less intense, I 

think, than those in 1968. 

Send me your news via e-mail 

or call me: 401-831-5464. Kind 

regards to all classmates. 

43 
Connie Maniatty 

Citi 

650 5th Ave., 24th Floor 

New York, NY 10019 

connie.s.maniatty@ 

citigroup.com 

Please send news! 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Jennifer Shaw 

js34i7@columbia.edu 

212-870-2743 

DEVELOPMENT Jennifer Freely 

jf226l@columbia.edu 

212-870-2788 

44 
Henry Rolf Hecht 

11 Evergreen PI. 

Demarest, NJ 07627 

hrhl5@columbia.edu 

We mourn distinguished Federal 

Judge Charles L. Brieant Jr. and 

extend condolences to his wife, 

the former Virginia Warfield '46 

Barnard. [See Obituaries.] 

From Kansas City, retired cardio¬ 

vascular surgeon Dr. Edwin Tutt 

Long '47 P&S reports he has pub¬ 

lished Life, Liberty and The Pursuit 
of Health Care. While physicians in 

active practice "unfortunately have 

little time to work on healthcare 

reform," in retirement Dr. Ed felt en¬ 

ergized to come up with a plan that 

would "cover everyone and solve 

some of the problems created by the 

players for their own interests." 

Essentially, every insurance 

company would be required to offer 

the same basic policy, and everyone 

required to buy such a policy. 

(Providers also may offer additional 

coverage and consumers may buy 

such policies.) To avoid adverse se¬ 

lection incentive, a comprehensive 

computer system will analyze how 

well every company operates. There 

would be automatic reinsurance so 

companies that take on more risk 

are compensated, and good service 

would be rewarded. 

to sustain our Japanese connec¬ 

tion." One daughter, an anthropol¬ 

ogy professor at George Mason 

University, recently lectured at 

Doshisha University in Kyoto, 

another recently revisited the fam¬ 

ily in Morioka in northern Japan 

with whom she had spent her 

junior year, while a third, an as¬ 

sociate dean at Earlham College in 

Indiana, earlier headed Earlham's 

program in Morioka. And, in the 

next generation, a granddaughter 

is in her second year as an English 

teacher in Japanese high schools in 

Kagoshima Prefecture. 

Dr. Edwin Tutt Long '44, '47 P&S has published Life, 

Liberty and The Pursuit of Health Care. 

Author Ed, who in his long 

career has doctored in military, 

academic, group and private prac¬ 

tice, is co-chair of the Kansas City 

Chapter of The Center for Practical 

Health Reform. 

Columbia's post-Pearl Harbor 

rush Japanese course launched Al¬ 

bert Seligmann on a distinguished 

foreign service career. He started 

as an Army Japanese Language 

Officer in the Occupation from 

1945-47. Then, after grad school, 

he switched to the State Depart¬ 

ment. There A1 served at various 

times as director of the Office of 

Japanese Affairs, counselor for 

Political Affairs in Tokyo, senior 

Asian affairs officer on the Policy 

Planning Staff and executive direc¬ 

tor of the United States-Japan 

Advisory Commission. Other 

assignments sent A1 to Thailand 

and West Berlin. He also served 

as deputy director of the Defense 

Department's Office of Policy 

Planning and NSC Affairs. And he 

spent a year at the University of 

Miami as diplomat-in-residence. 

Following his government 

service, A1 was The Asia Founda¬ 

tion's Representative in Japan from 

1986-90. 

A1 and his wife, Bobbie, remain 

active in the Asian American Fo¬ 

rum and last year helped arrange 

Washington, D.C., activities for 

some 150 members and spouses 

of the College Women's Associa¬ 

tion of Japan (which Bobbie had 

chaired in Tokyo), who came for an 

exhibit of prints from the associa¬ 

tion's 50th Anniversary Print Show 

that were donated to the Library 

of Congress. The show, which 

"has evolved into a major, juried 

artistic event," has raised funds for 

Japanese women to study abroad, 

especially in the difficult postwar 

years, and then increasingly for 

foreign students, especially from 

Asia, to study in Japan. 

A1 remarks, "Our progeny seem 

The Seligmanns "remain hap¬ 

pily ensconced in the house we 

built in Northern Virginia some 56 

years ago and in which we have 

lived ever since," not counting the 

22 years they were assigned away 

from Washington. Nowadays, 

"jaunting, especially to places we 

have not been, remains one of our 

favorite diversions." They were off 

to the Dalmatian Coast as of late 

summer and plan to revisit familiar 

ground on Morningside Heights 

next June for our 65th reunion. 

45 
Clarence W. Sickles 

57 Bam Owl Dr. 

Hackettstown, NJ 07840 

csickles@goes.com 

Jack J. Falsone, of 35 Orchard Hill 

Rd., Westport, Conn., was a subway 

commuter from Queens. As a 

member of the saber fencing team. 

Jack's coaches were Jimmy Murray 

and Giorgio Santelli, and two team 

members were pre-med students 

Stephan Deschamps '47 P&S and 

Frank Russo. The team members 

became physicians and moved to 

Connecticut. An interesting fencing 

experience was the time coach 

Santelli was "beating away at me 

with his saber as I was crouching 

to protect myself with my saber." 

The coach said: 'Falsone, that's 

not the fencing position; that7 s the 

toilet position.' After completing 

pre-medical studies and being 

accepted to medical school. Jack's 

Army Reserve unit was activated. 

He became a private and was sent 

to basic training in the medical 

corps and assigned to the Bronx 

Area Station Hospital as a "bed pan 

commando." When the doctor draft 

came up during the Korean War, 

Jack joined the Air Force as a first 

lieutenant in the medical corps and 

spent the war at Elmendorf AFB 

in Alaska. Dr. Albert S. Beasley, a 

retired pediatrician, is a friend also 

living in Westport. Semi-retired as 

an internist and pulmonologist. 

Jack volunteers at the AmeriCares 

Free Clinic in South Norwalk and 

teaches "house staff" at the Nor¬ 

walk Hospital. I have asked Jack to 

be on the planning committee for 

our 65th reunion in 2010. 

Walter R. Holland, of 501 Ves 

Road, Lynchburg, Va., is a retired 

physician who specialized in the 

practice of anesthesia for 40 years. 

Recreational activities include travel 

(recently to Chile, Brazil and Argen¬ 

tina), bike riding, hiking the nearby 

Blue Ridge Mountains, following 

his local baseball club (Lynch¬ 

burg Hillcats) and visiting family. 

Hobbies include self-designed 

crossword puzzles including local 

M.D. names for a medical newslet¬ 

ter, genealogy research on family, 

time on the computer, reading and 

enjoying The Wall Street Journal. As a 

widower since 2002, Walter rejoices 

over 58 years of marriage to his 

high school sweetheart, Blanche. 

This relationship produced four 

children, two granddaughters and 

three great-grandchildren. Walter 

lives in a beautiful retirement com¬ 

plex that includes medical care. 

Columbia remembrances are 

wonderful teachers, especially 

Jacques Barzun '27, now almost 101, 

and Gilbert Highet. Dean Herbert 

Hawkes and Father Ford of nearby 

Corpus Christi Church also are fond 

memories. As a scholarship student 

with limited means at a time when 

available males were scarce, the Co¬ 

lumbia student employment office 

offered Walter a job as a "walk-on" 

for the stage production of Rosal¬ 
inda. The role consisted of wearing a 

costume with a powdered wig to go 

on stage carrying a tray of glasses 

to serve the actors. One of them 

was Shelley Winters, and Walter 

has been stage-struck ever since 

thanks to a job that paid him $1 a 

performance. 

Walter enjoys the class yearbook 

to go down "memory lane," and 

he likes returning to NYC for 

class reunions. With Jack Falsone, 

hopefully, and Robert Goldman, 

Walter has agreed to be on the 65th 

reunion committee. 

In regard to the reunion commit¬ 

tee, it's never too soon to plan for 

events like this, and I invite any 

classmate who can get to Columbia 

for probably two meetings — one 

in June 2009 and another in Octo¬ 

ber 2009 — to be on this commit¬ 

tee. If interested, please contact me. 

Classmates at a greater distance 

are requested to send information 

about what they would like to 

be planned for our 65th reunion. 

Enlarging the scope, I unofficially 

extend these invitations to widows 

of members of the Class of 1945. 

Maybe some positive happenings 

will occur. 
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For some advance thinking about 

a reunion gift, what do you think of 

a sidewalk clock on the main cam¬ 

pus with "King's College" as one 

set of dials expertly arranged with 

"Columbia 1945" as the other set in 

place of numerals? Or some other 

combination of the two names. I 

estimate the cost to be about $20,000. 

With regret, I inform you of 

the death of Neill Darmstadter 

of Springfield, Va., on October 10, 

2005, a notice I recently received. 

Did you know that Harvard 

unseated Princeton for the No. 1 

spot in U.S. News' college rankings 

followed by Yale, MIT, Stanford, 

California Institute of Technology, 

Penn and then Columbia? 

Another good report is from 

our charming athletics director. 

Dr. M. Dianne Murphy, stat¬ 

ing from the current Lion's Den: 
"From July 2007 to June 2008, 

Columbia Athletics received 

more than $1.8 million in sup¬ 

port through annual giving — a 

record for our athletics program 

— all thanks to donors like you!" 

Incidentally, dear AD, Bob Gold¬ 

man and I still think the fields in 

front of Low Library should be 

used for daily football practice 

to save those long trips uptown 

each day. Bet it would improve 

recruitment to boot. 

Honorees this time, to whom 

will be sent a questionnaire for 

column news that will appear two 

CCT issues hence, are Dr. Melvin 

M. Grumbach of 230 Santa Clara 

Ave., San Francisco, Calif., Dr. 

Roger Newman of 6580 Kings 

Creek Ter., Boynton Beach, Fla., 

and Dr. Anthony Vasilas of 80 

Gristmill Lane, Manhassett, N.Y. 

May we hear from or about these 

honorees? 

Bernard Sunshine 

255 Overlook Rd. 

New Rochelle, NY 10804 

bsuns@optonline.net 

I reconnected with Herbert Hen- 

din '59 P&S at a mini-reunion of 

the 1945 varsity tennis team at the 

home of Lois '50L and Seymour 

Waldman '48, '50L. [See photo.] 

In the course of an afternoon of 

tennis, swimming and sumptuous 

dinner, I learned about Herb's dis¬ 

tinguished medical career and his 

role in Columbia's highly success¬ 

ful men's varsity tennis program. 

Herb is in his third year as CEO 

and medical director of Suicide 

Prevention International. Drawing 

on an international network of 

suicide experts, SPI undertakes 

projects in the United States and 

abroad that have a direct impact 

on reducing suicide and attempted 

suicide. He is one of two U.S. 

advisers to the World Health Orga¬ 

nization on suicide prevention. 

Working with an Asian re¬ 

searcher, Herb recently completed a 

published study. Suicide and Suicide 
Prevention in Asia. The study was 

sparked by the unmet need for pre¬ 

vention in Asian countries. China, 

with 21 percent of the world's pop¬ 

ulation, has between 30-40 percent 

of the world's suicides. Suicide rates 

are disproportionately high in rural 

China and particularly high among 

women. The study led to SPI's two 

suicide prevention projects in rural 

China, which are designed to serve 

as models that can be replicated. 

Most of SPI's projects are currently 

in the United States. 

Herb is particularly excited 

about a project he leads that has 

developed an instrument that 

enables clinicians to determine if 

patients are at acute risk for sui¬ 

cide, even when they are denying 

suicidal intentions. Pilot testing of 

the instrument has been positive, 

and several major medical centers 

already are implementing it. The 

absence of such an instrument has 

been a handicap in treating suicidal 

patients. 

Herb has won numerous awards 

for his research in a career that com¬ 

bines research, a practice and teach¬ 

ing at Columbia Medical Center and 

later at New York Medical College. 

The U.S. Supreme Court dted his 

work in its 1997 landmark decision 

that there was no Constitutional 

right to physician-assisted suicide. 

As chair of the Tennis Com¬ 

mittee of the Varsity 'C' Club, 

Herb was the driving force in 

persuading the University to hire a 

full-time coach and build a tennis 

center and clubhouse at Baker 

Field with an air dome, allowing 12 

months of play. Devoting himself 

tirelessly to the cause, he raised the 

money needed for the project. 

With the promise of a new 

facility. Herb interested George 

"Butch" Seewagen, a nation¬ 

ally ranked player, in becoming 

the team's coach. With the new 

facility and fine coach, outstand¬ 

ing young tennis players were 

attracted to Columbia. Columbia 

soon won its first Ivy League 

championship and for the first 

time in 100 years of intercollegiate 

tennis beat Princeton at Princeton. 

Herb relished the retelling of that 

match. Subsequently, he chaired a 

committee that recruited current 

men's tennis coach Bid Goswami, 

former national champion of India. 

Since then, Columbia has become 

a perennial Ivy League power, 

winning championships, the most 

recent in 2008. 

Herb and his wife Josephine 

'68 GSAS reside in Manhattan 

and have two married sons, both 

engineers. 

Also sharing in the day's fun 

The 1945 Varsity Tennis Team recently held a mini-reunion. Gathered 
were (left to right, top) Herbert Hendin '46, John Nelson '45 and Sey¬ 

mour waldman '48 (team captain) and wives (bottom, left to right) Jo 
Hendin, Lois Waldman, Marge Sunshine and Bruna Nelson. Not pictured: 
Bernie Sunshine '46. 

PHOTO: BERNIE SUNSHINE '46 (TEAM MANAGER) 

were teammate John Nelson '45, 

'54 GSAS (Columbia professor 

emeritus) and his wife, Bruna. 

Herb, Seymour and I play tennis 

regularly, but John is perhaps the 

most dedicated, continuing to 

play in tournaments and holding a 

national ranking in our age group. 

Inevitably, talk turned to Bernard 

Ireland '31, director of admissions 

when we entered, an enthusiastic 

tennis buff who dearly loved to play. 

Fritz Stem is in the news again. 

A historian and former University 

provost, Fritz donated to the Rare 

Book & Manuscript Library a 

collection of more than 500 letters 

written to his parents by promi¬ 

nent scientists and professionals 

in the first half of the 20th century. 

His parents, Rudolf and Kathe, 

were themselves distinguished 

in their fields of medicine and 

education, and their friends and 

associates were Germany's "Who's 

Who" of the intellectual world. 

Fritz notes, "The correspon¬ 

dence affords vivid insights into 

the home and front of the First 

World War, as well as the fragile 

world of the Weimar and the ter¬ 

rifying aftermath." 

Just as these Class Notes go to 

press, I read a review of Herbert 

Gold's latest work. Still Alive: A 
Temporary Condition, in The New 
York Times Book Review (August 31). 

Herb wrote to me recently, and I 

plan to include a piece about him 

in a future CCT. 

47 
Bert Sussman 

155 W. 68th St., Apt. 27D 

New York, NY 10023 

shirbrt@nyc.rr.com 

The Class of 1947 — a disparate 

collection we are — is originally 

from 1944 and on. George Cooper 

tried for years to get us to send 

news of our lives and adventures. 

But with few exceptions we failed 

him. So you can imagine my 

surprise and delight when two 

classmates communicated. 

Ed Gold, who was editor of 

Spectator in long-ago College days, 

is still writing. In July he started 

contributing a column to The Vil¬ 
lager, a Greenwich Village newspa¬ 

per. It7s called, appropriately, "Pure 

Gold." I haven't seen it, so perhaps 

some of you living in the Village 

could let us know how you like it. 

Burton Fabricand '45 recently 

released his fifth book, the two- 

volume American History Through 
the Eyes of Modern Chaos Theory. It 
appears on his Web site, burton 

pfabricand.com. Burton says the 

ideas take issue with much of what 

we learned in the Core Curricu¬ 

lum. He sent a copy of his write-up 

in "Who's Who," in which I found 

he had been a distinguished 

physicist. Among many impressive 

activities. Burton is physics profes¬ 

sor emeritus at Pratt Institute. The 

most intriguing book title he listed 

is Horse Sense: A new and rigorous 
application of mathematical methods 
to successful betting at the track. I 

guess he wouldn't approve of the 

approach taken by my wife Shirley 

'46 GSAS (M.A., Graduate School 

of Government and Public Policy). 

Having poor eyesight herself, 

she bet on "Spectacles," sired by 

"Nearsighted," and won. 

By the time you read this we 

will have a new President. I say 

"good luck" to us all. 

Now that Ed and Burton have 

broken the ice. I'm hoping their 

example will inspire more of you 

to send news of your comings and 

goings, or perhaps 61-year-old 

memories of the men who inspired 

us — Highet, Van Doren, Casey, 
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Dunning, Taylor, Hawkes and so 

forth, giants to many of us then. 

INK Durham Caldwell 

I • 1 15 Ashland Ave. 
Mk&cd Springfield, MA 01119 

durham-c@att.net 

We asked classmates a couple of 

issues ago to share memories of 

living at Hastings Hall, Union 

Theological Seminary, where 

Columbia rented two floors of 

dormitory space during some of 

the war years. This response from 

Japanese language scholar George 

Buffington in San Francisco: 

"Troll no further, Durham. 

Like you, in 19431 was billeted in 

Hastings Hall, Union Theological 

Seminary, along with other Colum¬ 

bia College students. One indelible 

memory is of coming down to 

my lonely breakfast one morning 

when a tall, kindly-looking, gray¬ 

haired man loomed at my table. 

'My name is Henry Sloan Coffin. 

May I have breakfast with you?' 

"Dr. Coffin sure knew how 

to talk to students. He asked me 

about my plans to study Japanese 

and told me that his son, David, 

also was studying Japanese. 

"Another memory: In the caf¬ 

eteria line one day I encountered 

a theological student who told 

me about studying or teaching 

at Doshisha University in Japan. 

I think he said his name was Bill 

Merrick. I never saw him again. 

I guess he must have been a col¬ 

league of Otis Cary, who was bom 

in Japan and taught at Doshisha 

until his death a couple of years 

ago. Isn't Doshisha an affilate of 

Oberlin? 

"Another time in the cafete¬ 

ria line a distinguished-looking 

gentleman with a twinkle in his 

eye confided to me, 'Look at that 

long-legged boy and girl ahead of 

us. What fun they must have with 

each other in bed!' I was shocked. 

"I also remember being included 

by the theology students in a kind 

of bull session or group discus¬ 

sion. The subject was 'gratitude.' I 

kept my mouth shut but inwardly 

scoffed at the whole idea. Now, 

more than 60 years later, I have 

learned a lot about gratitude. 

When people ask me how the 

world is treating me, I sometimes 

say, 'Much better than I deserve.' 

"I also remember there was talk 

among the seminarians and staff 

about German pastor Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer. He must have been a 

powerful presence at the school be¬ 

fore deciding to return to Germany, 

knowing full well what fate awaited 

him. The news of his martyrdom 

must have reached the school 

around the time that we were guest- 

tenants in Hasting Hall." 

George also is doing a little 

bragging about his grand-nephew, 

Brett Buffington. Brett (28), recently 

earned the NASA Exceptional 

Achievement Medal for his work 

on the design of the Cassini Ex¬ 

tended Mission trajectory. 

One of my most enduring 

Hastings Hall memories concerns 

the time I heard suspicious noises 

late at night one weekend in the 

hallway outside my sixth-floor 

room. My bed was very close to 

the door. Fortunately I got out of 

bed and was standing behind the 

door when a key turned in the lock 

and the door began to swing open. 

I pushed my weight against it, 

slamming it shut. I heard footsteps 

running down the hall, away from 

the door. Obviously I'd taken 

somebody by surprise — just as 

they had planned to take me. They 

left behind in their hasty flight a 

pail of water that they had meant 

to soak me with and the key they'd 

used to unlock my door. I took 

both inside and locked the door. 

A few minutes later there were 

supplicants on the other side of the 

door, begging me to give them the 

key back. Frank Turnbull '46 from 

Memphis and Ed Stitt '47 from 

Little Rock were two of them. They 

or an associate had gone through 

the transom of one of the resident 

counselors' rooms and "borrowed" 

his pass key and were now might¬ 

ily worried about what might 

happen to them if the counselor 

got back to the dorm before they 

got the pass key back to his room. 

I, of course, was not about to open 

the door to them. Eventually the 

ruckus we were creating woke up 

my roommate, Don Vives '47E, 

'49E, who occupied the inner 

sanctum of our two-room "suite." 

Don played peacemaker. He may 

have taken the pass key back to the 

counselor's room himself. I have 

no memory of what grievance, if 

any, Frank and Ed had with me, 

but I was never bothered again. 

There were other Columbia 

shenanigans at Hastings Hall, 

however. Another classmate, who 

shall remain nameless (he came 

from Pennsylvania), found out 

that by filing down a key he could 

create his own pass key. I can't 

recall what mischief he created. But 

I do remember he helped himself 

to the notes one of our more studi¬ 

ous colleagues had compiled for 

an upcoming CC final. And I also 

remember being slightly outraged 

the time David Furman, a phys ed 

instructor who also worked for the 

Residence Halls on disciplinary 

matters, let himself into my dorm 

room without knocking, using his 

own pass key. Fortunately I was 

doing nothing more out-of-line at 

the time than studying. 

Columbia also farmed out some 

of its student body in the years 

after the war. The post-war student 

influx, aided and abetted by the GI 

Bill, brought too many students to 

campus for the regular dorms to 

handle, even with the Navy's V-12 

and midshipmen's programs gone. 

This time Columbia rented space 

from City College of New York in 

Army Hall, a converted orphanage 

at Amsterdam Avenue and 137th 

Street, diagonally across Amster¬ 

dam from Lewisohn Stadium. If 

you have memories of life at Army 

Hall, mail me or e-mail me. My ad¬ 

dresses are at the top of the column. 

An interesting letter from George 

Woolfe in Boynton Beach, Fla.: 

"Your class notes in the May/ 

June issue of CCT about chickens 

in your and Jim Avery's backyards 

(this was when we were kids) 

prompts this letter. As a pre-teen, I 

spent summers at my uncle's home 

in Monroe, N.Y., about 40 miles 

up Route 17 — a great place for a 

kid from the Manhattan streets. 

The family lived on unpaved Dug 

Road, about half a mile from the 

nearest neighbor and a mile from 

Walton Lake. There must have 

been 50 hens in my uncle's chicken 

coop, and my job was to collect 

the eggs for my aunt, who traded 

some for milk and cream from 

the neighboring dairy farm. One 

morning I arrived to find some 

dozen eggs in the various nests. 

Not having the foresight to bring 

a basket, and not wanting to make 

more than one trip up the hill to 

the kitchen, I put several eggs in 

my pants pockets. I have had egg 

on my face several times in my life, 

but never again egg in my pants. 

"I am looking forward to read¬ 

ing Jim's autobiography (Others 
Thought I Could Lead). I remember 

scrimmaging against him during 

the '46-'47 season when I was on 

the Jayvee squad coached by Lou 

Rossini. 

"Life has taken quite a turn the 

last VA years. After the death last 

year of Marianne, my wife of 53 

years, I decided to move from the 

retirement community in North 

Carolina where we had been 

living happily for the previous 

four years. I suddenly felt too far 

removed from my daughter in 

Florida and my son in Connecticut. 

So, I flipped a coin and moved to 

Florida. In the course of time I be¬ 

came reacquainted with a friend of 

my daughter, who just happened 

to be the lady I had married some 

60 years ago while she was attend¬ 

ing GS and I was in my senior year 

at the College. After graduation, I 

worked to put her through school 

(Class of '49), and then she left me. 

You know the old story. We hope 

to get it right this time." 

Added note: George's new wife 

is Mary Elaine. He tells us: "Some 

College grads might remember 

her, as she was the only female 

in Bill Casey's Sociology 3 and 4 

(Caseyology, as it was referred to in 

them days)." 

I was saddened to learn from 

the September/October issue of 

CCT of the deaths of two more 

classmates, both in June. Anthony 

S. Harrison, who died in Mount 

Dora, Fla., was a New York City 

boy and active in band and WKCR. 

A full obit for Carlo R Crocetti is in 

the Obituaries section of this issue. 
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ALUMNI AFFAIRS Jennifer Shaw 

js34l7@columbia.edu 

212-870-2743 

DEVELOPMENT Jennifer Freely 

jf226l@columbia.edu 

212-870-2788 

John Weaver 

2639 E. 11th St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11235 

wudchpr@optonline.net 

I write this day after Labor Day, 

with the grand anticipation of the 

Presidential election, which will be 

history when you read this. Phone 

calls and letters have assured 

me that our class is interested, 

involved and just plain "fired up" 

with the campaigns and the his¬ 

toric time we have witnessed. 

I must, in particular, single out 

Richard Sachs. I had not heard 

from Richard in my tenure at this 

desk until now. The spirit and 

intensity of his letter made me feel 

like I was in a lunchtime session 

in the Quad with all the vigor and 

interest sparked by the world that 

awaits us. Richard has not lost it! 

At the same level of enthusiasm 

and energy, Joseph Levie has taken 

on a new and important responsi¬ 

bility. He is a member of the group 

trying to revive the Help Line, a 

volunteer telephone crisis line that 

was defunded by its then-sponsor 

a year ago after more than 35 years 

of serving the people of New York 

City. Defunding was made with 

regret and solely for fiscal reasons. 

Very unhappy over this loss, the 

volunteers formed a membership 

corporation, got a tax ruling from 

the IRS and hoped to be back on 

the line this fall. If you are inter¬ 

ested in helping or participating, 

please let Joe know at either leviej@ 

verizon.net or 212-877-9891. 

Friends, 2009 is our reunion 

year. By the time you are reading 

this, our president, Fred Berman, 

will have assembled the com¬ 

mittee. We will be heavy into the 

planning process and you will 

be hearing from us. Please make 

a commitment to spend time on 

campus at the end of this academic 

year. 
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Columbia is moving forward in 

the 21st century. We will know at 

the time of your reading whether 

we have finally joined die other 

Ivies who have sent alumni to the 

White House! There is a lot to be 

excited about. Let me hear it! 

Mario Palmieri 

33 Lakeview Ave. W. 

Cordandt Manor, NY 10567 

mapal@bestweb.net 

This time we have impressive 

news of diree classmates who in 

September gathered for a group 

event. First the individuals: 

Phil Bergovoy has been elected 

to the North Shore Athletic Hall 

of Fame (Long Island, N.Y.). Phil's 

nomination for this honor came 

from Hank Bjorklund, All-Ameri¬ 

can football player at Princeton and 

former New York Jets team mem¬ 

ber, who said about Phil: "I have 

played at every level from elemen¬ 

tary school through professional 

under some of the best coaches of 

all time. But the best coach I ever 

had was Phil Bergovoy." 

Phil's coaching career at North 

Shore H.S. and in New York City 

spanned more than 20 years and 

encompassed football, baseball, bas¬ 

ketball, track, soccer and boxing. He 

also coached while serving a tour of 

duty in the Marine Corps. "One of 

the most enjoyable parts of my high 

school coaching career," Phil says, 

"was associating with Bruce Gehrke 

'49, who was a legend as a coach at 

Mineola [N.Y.] H.S." 

Jimmy Garofalo continues his 

medical practice in West Caldwell, 

N.J., and still enjoys piloting 

airplanes. He has held a private pi¬ 

lot's license for many years and has 

joined the Coast Guard Auxiliary, 

standing ready to participate in 

air-sea rescue missions. 

Jack Noonan has been appointed 

a hearings office Chief United States 

Administrative Law Judge for the 

Bronx Office of Disability Adjudica¬ 

tion and Review. In his new posi¬ 

tion, Jack supervises six judges and 

an administrative staff of 30. 

As to the group event: Phil and 

his wife, Hindy, and Jack and his 

wife, Eileen, joined Jim and his wife, 

Carolyn, at the Garofalo home in 

Essex Fells, N.J., to help Jim and 

Carolyn celebrate their second 

wedding anniversary. Jack, as a U.S. 

judge, had the honor of officiating 

at the wedding ceremony at the 

same home two years earlier. In 

other family-related news: Carolyn 

was promoted to assistant v.p. 

at Marsh & McLennan, Eileen 

received her master's in social work 

from Fordham and Jack's son, John, 

was appointed president and CEO 

of Chembulk Tankers, a billion- 

dollar corporation with a fleet of 18 

tankers operating worldwide. 

Sad to report, Frederick R. 

Wilkens, of Smithfield, Va., died in 

March 2007. 

51 
George Koplinka 

75 Chelsea Rd. 

White Plains, NY 10603 

Here are a couple of suggestions 

regarding the CCT article high¬ 

lighting the 40th anniversary of 

the student protests that took place 

in spring 1968 on the Columbia 

campus. First, read the coverage in 

the May/June issue, then peruse 

the "Letters to the Editor" section 

in July /August. Alex Sachare '71, 

CCT editor and publisher, has 

been fair to both sides in providing 

space for alumni opinions. 

Don Beattie, in his letter to 

the editor, strongly condemned 

student behavior as hooliganism 

designed to embarrass Columbia. 

And so it did. Other letter writers 

doubted whether Columbia would 

ever recover from the adolescent 

tenor of self-righteousness and self- 

congratulation expressed by the 

participants. Interestingly, when 

this Class Notes writer interviewed 

a good number of classmates, there 

was a general feeling among them 

Taking Science to the Moon; and ISS- 
capades: The Crippling of America's 
Space Program. (For additional info 

about Don's books, go to www. 

cgpublishing.com/ Author_Bios/ 

don_beattie.html.) 

This year's summer hur¬ 

ricane season continued to be a 

problem for East Coast retirees. 

John Schleef and his wife, Nikki, 

veterans of three evacuations from 

Dataw Island, east of Beaufort, 

S.C., kept a wary eye on the likes 

of Gustav, Hanna and Eke. You 

can call it a real change from the 

weather in the Cold Spring Harbor 

area on Long Island Sound. That's 

where they lived during much of 

John's 35-year career with IBM and 

sailed their 35-foot O'Day sloop. 

Now, John says life is good among 

the beautiful Carolina trees; great 

golfing adds to the enjoyment. The 

Schleefs' sons, John (owner of a 

successful landscape business) and 

Thomas (a worldwide traveler), 

are successful in their own right, 

and nobody is writing home for 

money! 

Bill Sweeny still lives in White 

Plains, N.Y. Like several of our 

class members. Bill completed 

his service in the Army prior to 

attending the College. In a recent 

conversation, he noted that none of 

the companies with which he was 

Jack Noonan '50 has been appointed a hearings 

office Chief United States Administrative Law Judge. 

that the students involved in the 

demonstrations escaped punish¬ 

ment from the College, but after 40 

years it was time for both sides to 

mellow out and move on. 

[See "Letters to the Editor" for 

more thoughts from Beattie.] 

Don not only writes good letters 

but also is the author of several 

important books. After graduating 

from the College and receiving 

a commission in the Navy, Don 

served on active duty as a carrier 

pilot, flying 11 different aircraft 

during his military career. After 

leaving the Navy, Don received 

an M.S. from the Colorado School 

of Mines and embarked upon a 

geological career with Mobil Oil 

in the rainforests of Colombia. In 

1963, Don began work for NASA, 

participating in the planning of 

Apollo missions and lunar surface 

experiments, followed by work 

with various governmental agen¬ 

cies developing energy systems. 

Today, Don's consulting business 

includes numerous Fortune 500 

clients with emphasis on develop¬ 

ing alternative energy sources 

using solar, wind and fuel cells. 

He is the author of History and 
Overview of Solar Heat Technologies; 

associated with during his business 

career are still around. What has 

given him great satisfaction in life 

is his 40 years of coaching football 

for third- and fourth-graders. Lots 

of all-stars in the embryo stage! 

Bill is a member of The Old Guard, 

a national group of retirees who 

meet weekly for lunch, lectures, 

social activities, volunteer services 

and bowling. 

Tom Powers reported the do¬ 

ings of a not-so-secret group of 

Columbia "jocks" who get together 

every couple of years for a reunion 

known as "The Last Rendezvous." 

Members include football players, 

wrestlers, basketball aficionados, 

golfers and athletes of every size 

and shape. Apparently, the most 

recent rendezvous at Virginia 

Beach for a weekend of golf, food 

and fun was not the last; a ninth 

one is in the works. It's a cruise to 

the Caribbean. If you are interested 

in this frivolity, contact Mel Sautter 

'52 at 757-496-1093 for details. 

Our 50th Reunion Yearbook in 2001 

suggested a dedication to all the 

wonderful women in our lives. Most 

of the biographies of class members 

made note of a loving spouse who 

contributed greatly to the career of 

her "roaring Lion." Now, advancing 

age and illness are taking their toll. 

For the past 10 years, Tom Powers 

has faithfully cared for his loving 

wife, Marlene, in her heroic struggle 

for life. This past July 31, Joseph 

Buda's wife, Carolyn, died after 

a long illness. Joe said she was a 

deligjhtful travel companion, mother 

and grandmother. Joan McCormick, 

married for more than 50 years to Jo¬ 

seph Reid McCormick, reported his 

death on April 12. She reminisced on 

how they moved from Binghamton. 

N.Y., to Cocoa Beach, Ha., after Joe 

retired so he could be close to all the 

kids. Even though his own illness 

was incurable, Joe was a volunteer 

counselor for the Leukemia and 

Lymphoma Society and the local 

hospital's "Mended Hearts" group, 

providing support and encourage¬ 

ment to recovering patients. 

Finally, what can be said as Aus¬ 

tin Quigley steps down in 2009 as 

Dean of the College? For the past 

14 years he has been our friend and 

adviser, guiding our class through 

our momentous 50th reunion and 

subsequent 55th. It is only fitting 

that the Columbia College Alumni 

Association presents him with the 

2008 Alexander Hamilton Medal 

on November 13. His remarks at 

various gatherings never fail to be 

thought-provoking and informa¬ 

tive. The College's prestige and 

growth have never been greater, 

and Quigley's dedication to the 

Core Curriculum has ensured the 

College will remain an academic 

leader for years to come. 

The Class of 1951 salutes you. 

Dean Quigley, for all of your 

achievements and wishes you 

well in your future endeavors. 

Happy holidays to all. "Newsy" 

greetings will be appreciated! 

Sidney Prager 

20 Como Ct. 

Manchester, NJ 08759 

sidmax9@aol.com 

As you could tell from the last is¬ 

sue of CCT, your reporter is trying 

to manage this opus with the same 

Columbia mindset as those who 

have preceded me. Your reporter 

has encountered some interesting 

reactions from our classmates. I 

have been using the telephone to 

make contact and have requested 

updates be returned via e-mail. 

This would give everyone I called 

the opportunity to take some time 

and think about what they would 

like to write and edit the material. 

Most have been very cordial and 

generous with their time and good 

wishes and with their updated 

biographies. A few have made it 

clear they are not interested and 

do not want to be bothered. I can 

understand this. What puzzles 
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me is the group of classmates that 

promises so earnestly to respond 

and fails to do so. Perhaps you 

know the reason for this. 

Now for some news from our 

classmates. From Bob Williamson: 

"Greetings, classmates: I didn't get 

to know many of you, as I was a 

commuting student from Fort Lee, 

N.J. I did enjoy track and cross 

country as Dick Mason arrived. He 

and Harry Coleman '46 were such 

great guys during those years. In 

place of dorm life I made friends 

with a number of international stu¬ 

dents and kept in touch for years. 

"After graduating from Colum¬ 

bia, I did graduate work at Fuller 

Theological Seminary and then pas- 

tored a fledgling church in the tough 

little town of Central Islip, Long 

Island. I married June Gilliland, a 

graduate of Houghton College, and 

we remained there for 30 years. I 

assisted the Protestant chaplain at 

the Central Islip State Hospital in a 

part-time capacity for a decade. 

"We retired to the lovely Blue 

Ridge foothills of northeast Geor¬ 

gia, where I taught as an adjunct 

faculty member at Truett-McCon- 

nell College. June died in '92 from 

kidney complications after six 

lovely years here together. 

"The following year I taught 

English in Wuhan, China, on 

the Yangtse for a summer. Great 

experience. I recommend it! The 

next year I visited India, focusing 

on the shrine cities of Rishikesh, 

Haridwar, Varanasi on the Ganges, 

Samath, Sanchi near Bhopal, 

and the Taj. Since then I have led 

several small groups of students to 

these sites. Always fascinating. On 

trains for 60 hours. For a train buff 

this is wonderful. 

"Right now I am teaching at the 

new, local, K-12 Trinity Classical 

School, which emphasizes the 

trivium: grammar, logic and rheto¬ 

ric, plus Latin. This is a rewarding 

experience. 

"Wish you all well and good 

health." 

In 2007, Roy Brown retired from 

active clinical practice with the 

New York Presbyterian Ambula¬ 

tory Care Group and continues 

to teach at Columbia as a recently 

appointed clinical professor 

emeritus of pediatrics, population 

and family health. He also teaches 

at Mount Sinai School of Medicine 

as an adjunct clinical professor of 

community and preventive medi¬ 

cine and pediatrics in its Global 

Health Center. Several months ago, 

Roy had the opportunity to return 

to Uganda, after an absence of 

more than 40 years, in an attempt 

to identify sites for student and 

resident training. He was on the 

faculty of Makerere University 

School of Medicine in Kampala for 

three years in the 1960s, and this 

was his first return to East Africa 

although he has worked in many 

African countries in the interim. 

As the chairman of his P&S 

Qass of 1956, Roy recently helped 

raise $1 million for his class' 50th 

anniversary gift for a student loan 

fund. When he and his wife, Maria, 

are not overseeing the renova¬ 

tion of their house in Cold Spring, 

N.Y., they are in New York City 

babysitting their 20-month-old 

granddaughter, Sofia, for two days 

weekly while their daughter, Laura 

Evensen '01, '05 PH (master's of 

public health) is a research associ¬ 

ate in the Neurologic Institute at 

NewYork-Presbyterian Medical 

Center. Laura's husband, Morten, 

is a graduate student in Columbia's 

sports management program, mak¬ 

ing for the family's fifth Columbia 

degree, and coaches soccer teams 

on the weekends. Roy's son, Jef¬ 

frey, is a filmmaker in California; a 

grandson, Albert, recently entered 

high school in San Francisco; and 

a granddaughter, Anna, recently 

started her sophomore year at MIT. 

Roy plays tennis and squash 

when he can, usually with his co¬ 

teacher from his Columbia course 

on "International Maternal and 

Child Health." 

Lloyd Singer, also a '53E, writes: 

"I've had a long, interesting life 

since Columbia, and, like the Ener¬ 

gizer bunny. I'm still moving along. 

"Lots of men our age brag about 

50th anniversaries. So do I, but it 

took two 25-year marriages to get 

here, both to outstanding women. 

My two daughters from my first 

marriage were bom on Guam while 

I was serving in the Navy. I was the 

CIC officer of a radar super constel¬ 

lation squadron and flew into the 

eye of a half-dozen Western Pacific 

typhoons. Interesting duty. One of 

my older daughters is executive di¬ 

rector of the Evanston, Ill., YWCA. 

The other is one of the country's 

leading designers of interactive 

kiosks for museums. I have five 

grandchildren in Evanston and 

Lexington, Mass. 

"In the current marriage to a 

much younger career woman (54), 

we have an 18-year-old daugh¬ 

ter who started at Washington 

University in St. Louis this fall. I 

tried to 'sell' Columbia, but she was 

intimidated by New York and the 

Ivy League, despite having a terrific 

academic and athletic career at 

Stevenson H.S. here in Lincolnshire, 

Ill. Quite a challenge doing the child 

rearing thing a second time around. 

"I had a long career at Motorola 

— 20-plus years — before becom¬ 

ing an entrepreneur. I enjoyed both 

careers but feel I'm more suited to 

'doing my own thing.' 

"While I've considered retire¬ 

ment many times, it just doesn't 

seem like a good option. I'm CEO 

of a small training company (HR, 

management, compliance DVDs, 

workshops, etc.), and I'm working 

on a takeover of a mismanaged 

'green' company. My tennis days are 

about over with arthritic knees, and I 

never liked golf, so challenging work 

seems like the best bet to stay active. 

"My Columbia education 

remains an important cornerstone 

of my life and career." 

We also heard from Claude 

Thomas: "As my grandson, Alex 

Thomas '12, begins his four-year 

stint at Columbia, marking the 

third generation of Columbians 

(myself; Jeff '83, '88 P&S; Julie '83 

Barnard), I am making my third 

and final effort to communicate 

with CCT. Two previous communi¬ 

cations were lost and unaccounted 

for but today is the 50th anniver¬ 

sary for Carolyn and me and so 

perhaps calls for 'one more time'! 

"Earlier this year I noted, with 

sadness, the passing of John Alex¬ 

ander, my interviewer way back in 

spring '48 when I applied for admis¬ 

sion to Columbia as a 15 Vi-year-old 

kid from the southeast Bronx. I 

remember how at ease he made me 

feel and how after the interview I 

felt mysteriously empowered. That 

feeling enabled me to downplay the 

ominous letter that came begin¬ 

ning with 'Pursuant to your recent 

interview with Mr. Alexander we 

noted that you had not yet reached 

your sixteenth birthday...' It was 

interpreted by H.S. counselors that 

my SATs had to be good. I guess 

they were ... 

"I have tried to return some of 

that positive experience and those 

of the subsequent four years by 

doing some interviewing for CU 

through the years (late '60s and 

early '70s while at Yale, late '80s 

while at University of Medicine 

and Dentistry of New Jersey and 

late '90s and early 2000s while at 

UCLA) through the Alumni Rep¬ 

resentative Committee. The high 

point of that was to have two of my 

interviewees admitted to the Class 

of 2006.1 only know this because 

the admissions committee thought 

it unusual enough to tell me about 

it. Of course, times have changed, 

and both candidates were women! 

"Outstanding memories from 

those days include sitting in Butler 

Library and imagining communi¬ 

cating with the great minds that 

were represented in statuary (the 

'60s resulted in those minds repre¬ 

senting thought beyond Western 

civilization), being given a makeup 

oral exam in physics by the Nobel 

Prize physicist Polykarp Kusch 

and being asked why the moon did 

not fly off at a tangent to the earth. 

I rambled on about directional 

change and the great man eventu¬ 

ally stopped me to say, 'The one 

word that answers the question is 

acceleration. You don't know a lot 

of physics but you should go into 

something that uses your oral skills 

and your poise.' 

"Then there was Dick Waite, 

the wrestling coach, who heard 

me mouthing off about being a 

middleweight boxer (I was fast but 

mostly joking). 

"After graduation, I joined the 

Mt. Vernon Eureka Rod and Gun 

Club and kept up my shooting by 

learning to fire a pistol. It is a skill 

of concentration and comes back 

readily, such as dealing with an 

infestation of rabbits. Of course, the 

gun is an air rifle and the scope is a 

testimony to the passing years, but 

the trigger squeeze is still the key! 

"Since graduation from Down- 

state Medical Center in '56, I've been 

base psychiatrist at the 6022nd USAF 

Hospital in Irumgawa, Japan, where 

my son, Jeff '83, was bom and where 

(Yokohama) I was interviewed by 

Robert Jay Lifton for the job of chief 

resident at the Yale West Haven 

training program. (An appropriate 

addition, as I had served two years 

as a career resident at the Brooklyn 

V.A.) I decided to acquire an M.P.H. 

from Yale and stayed there for 10 

years as instructor to an associate 

professor of psychiatry, public health 

and sociology. While at Yale I ran the 

training program in social and com¬ 

munity psychiatry and established 

coherent emergency psychiatric 

services. I took a leave of absence 

from Yale in 1973 to be director of 

the services division of The National 

Institutes of Mental Health and left 

there and Yale to become professor 

and chairman at University of Medi¬ 

cine and Dentistry of New Jersey- 

New Jersey Medical School. I stayed 

there for 10 years and left to become 

chair of psychiatry at King Drew 

Medical Center and one of many 

vice-chairs of psychiatry at UCLA as 

well as regional director (Southeast 

Mental Region for L.A. County) 

and director of the August Hawkins 

Community Mental Health Center. 

This last stop proved the toughest 

stop of all (conflict of systems and 

confusion). 

"I retired from academia in '93 

Roy Brown '52 teaches at Columbia as a recently 

appointed clinical professor emeritus of pediatrics, 

population and family health. 
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as UCLA professor emeritus but 

returned to do forensic work at 

the L.A. Superior Court. I went 

to New Zealand and ended up as 

medical director of Tokanaui Men¬ 

tal Hospital for six months and 

forensic consultant to the jail unit 

and will display proudly, if asked, 

my Maori honorary walking stick! 

In '97, Yale psychiatry made me 

one of its Distinguished Psychiatric 

Alumnus awardees. I am waiting, 

with my co-author, Dr. Brenda 

Fellow, on publication of a book on 

striving, due out in April '09 from 

Nelson Publishers." 

Your reporter talked to a number 

of former football players, including 

Howard Hansen, Tom Federowicz 

and Mel Sautter. I can honestly say 

that these men are really great in 

their feelings for Columbia and each 

other. They had a reunion in Virginia 

Beach in early September and called 

it "Columbia Blue Last Rendez¬ 

vous." I certainly hope it is not the 

last! They were kind enough to 

invite me. You will know a lot more 

about this reunion in the next issue 

of CCT. They promised to send me a 

full description of their reunion and 

details for the next "last" reunion. 

This is being written in mid- 

August. Please be aware that I will 

be calling for updates. You do not 

have to wait for the phone to ring. 

Send updates to sidmax9@aol.com 

with the subject heading "Colum¬ 

bia 1952." I will be in Florida after 

December 1 for six months (561- 

498-7888), same e-mail. 

Your classmates are interested. 

Thanks for your cooperation. 

53 
Lew Robins 

1221 Stratfield Rd. 

Fairfield, CT 06825 

lewrobins@aol.com 

Talking to Rolon Reed by phone 

just before our 55th reunion, I 

learned that the indomitable former 

president of Phi Gamma Delta 

and managing editor of Spectator 
had developed chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease as well as a 

number of arterial blockages, which 

made it hazardous for him to travel 

by airplane from Florida to New 

York. However, during the course 

of our conversation, Rolon revealed 

events in his freshman year that 

left a lasting impression. When 

Rolon pledged Phi Gamma Delta 

and began living in the frat house, 

he discovered that many of the 

sophomore, junior and senior broth¬ 

ers were men in their 20s who had 

fought in WWn and were among 

the last veterans to use the GI Bill 

to attend Columbia. Rolon told me, 

"Although they never talked about 

their wartime experiences, we did 

play cards, drink booze and talk 

about life. They were always help¬ 

ful. Looking back, I learned most 

about what life was really like from 

them, and I'll always be grateful for 

the tremendous influence they had 

on my life." 

A month after our 55th reunion, 

I located Rolon in a Florida rehab 

facility, where he was recovering 

from a broken hip. In his inimitable 

voice, Rolon reported, "I was sitting 

in front of my house, reading a 

newspaper and drinking a glass of 

lemonade when I made the mistake 

of trying to stand up and lost my 

balance. So, after extensive surgery 

on my hip, here I am in this rehab 

place trying to learn to walk again. 

Ain't life great!" he exploded with 

his usual enthusiastic gusto. 

Get well, Rolon. We need you 

for the 60th reunion. 

Mark Friedman is one of our 

amazing classmates who has 

discovered a way of alleviating 

migraine headaches. Neurologists 

commonly believe that migraines 

are caused by an inflammation and 

swelling around the outer covering 

of the brain. However, as a dentist 

and associate professor of medicine 

and anatomy at New York Medical 

College in Valhalla, Mark found 

that patients with headaches have 

a warm tender spot in the area near 

their upper molar. He surmised that 

the swelling presses on sensitive 

nerve endings and causes the pain¬ 

ful headache. To cure the problem, 

Mark invented a simple device to 

cool the inflamed area, which pa¬ 

tients insert in their mouths. More 

than 90 percent of patients with 

headaches leave Mark's office free 

of pain. One of the advantages of 

Mark's approach is that it eliminates 

the need for the patient to use pain 

medications. His device is called the 

Cryotron, and it has received FDA 

clearance for treatment of migraine 

and muscle spasms. 

As we used to say in the Navy, 

"Well done!" Hopefully, one of the 

medical marketing giants will be 

intrigued by Mark's successful non¬ 

drug approach for helping head¬ 

ache and TMJ sufferers throughout 

the world. 
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ALUMNI AFFAIRS Jennifer Freely 

jf226i@columbia.edu 

212-870-2788 

DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 

212-870-2194 

Howard Falberg 

13710 Paseo Bonita 

Poway, CA 92064 

westmontgr@aol.com 

Our classmates seem to be suf¬ 

fering from an elongated sense of 

summer doldrums, aka haven't 

heard from anyone. I'm counting 

on lots of news for future CCT is¬ 

sues. Please back me up. 

Gerald Sherwin 

181 E. 73rd St., Apt. 6A 

New York, NY 10021 

gs481@juno.com 

[Editor's note: In September/October, it 
was mistakenly noted that Irv DeKoff, 
former head fencing coach, was to be 
inducted, posthumously, into The 
Columbia University Athletics Hall of 
Fame on October 2. The Hall of Fame 
part is correct, but in fact DeKoff is 
very much alive. CCT apologizes for 
the error, which occurred in the editing 
process.] 

The Class of 2012. It seems hard 

to believe that the current group 

of students entering the College 

will eventually graduate 57 years 

after we all left the safe confines of 

Columbia. As they sat with their 

parents and friends at Convocation 

(the start of New Student Orienta¬ 

tion), it was remarked: "Did we 

look that young?" (That was from a 

member of the Class of 2005.) With 

all that said, we know they will do 

us proud. Some of these first-years 

were welcomed to the Columbia 

family at a nifty reception in Beijing 

a couple of months before they ven¬ 

tured forth to Momingside Heights. 

Other undergrads spent the end of 

their summer in Europe traveling 

and playing basketball against 

some veteran and wily fives from 

Holland, Belgium and France. The 

Columbia men's basketball team 

made this trip overseas and com¬ 

piled a very respectable 3-1 record. 

Learning the history of the various 

countries was a good supplement to 

the Core. In December, as part of its 

schedule, the team will get a chance 

to play in Madison Square Garden 

in the Aeropostale Holiday Festival. 

The Society of Columbia 

Graduates, one of the oldest, if not 

the oldest, alumni organization 

(formed 99 years ago), gave out 

its annual Great Teacher Award to 

Christia Mercer from the College 

and Lorenzo Polvani from SEAS at 

an exciting event in Low Library 

last month. Keynote speaker was 

Professor Emeritus Henry Graff. 

Just off campus, the Cafe Science 

lectures continue to attract overflow 

crowds to amazing talks by the 

"second to none" faculty. Behavioral 

neuroscientist Frances Champagne 

discussed "Nurturing Nature: The 

Impact of Social Experiences on the 

Brain." Geochemist Wally Broecker 

talked about "Global Drying: Les¬ 

sons from the Past." If anyone gets 

a chance, they should stop in at the 

Picnic Market Cafe for a beverage 

and some scientific knowledge. 

Somewhat further away from the 

school, in Europe, during spring 

2009, medieval art historian Ste¬ 

phen Murray will take a group to 

Bordeaux and Dordogne to learn 

about cave paintings, vineyards, 

medieval castles and truffles. 

Our classmates, spread through¬ 

out the country (and the world), are 

keeping themselves quite active, 

as you might expect. We heard 

from Jerry Plasse, a member of the 

faculty in the Department of Plastic 

Surgery at Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine. He had a minor correc¬ 

tion to a previous Class Notes col¬ 

umn —Jerry and Norm Robbins 

were classmates at Horace Mann 

(Norm did not go to Forest Hills 

High), both were Ford Scholars and 

were roommates in Hartley. He 

feels that Norm is a personification 

of the "whole man attitude." Who 

else would qualify for this title? 

(Send your nominations to: etc., etc., 

etc.). A1 Ginepra not only played 

a little football at Columbia (with 

Neil Opdyke, Dick Carr, John Nel¬ 

son, Denis Haggerty, Bob Dilling¬ 

ham and Bob Mercier) but also was 

a bit of a fencer as well. A1 used to 

go to all the fencing matches and 

loudly cheered on the swordsmen. 

He was a participant in a fencing 

tournament against a future doctor 

and almost had a "punch-up" (Al's 

words) that scared the coach, Irv 

DeKoff. (IT s hard to believe but A1 

Ginepra was always a calm, mild- 

mannered, loveable person.) 

Astoria's own Ed Francell is in 

his second career doing real estate 

in Atlanta. Ed feels things are look¬ 

ing up in the industry and offers 

his guidance if anyone is moving to 

this interesting city. His 50th anni¬ 

versary is coming up next year, and 

he promises he will get up to New 

York for our 55th. Dave Stevens 

(formerly of Allentown) has come 

up with an interesting sports statis¬ 

tic: He has held the Ivy League re¬ 

cord for fourth place finishes in the 

100-yard backstroke event. He was 

the second backstroker on the var¬ 

sity for three years. (We're talking 

about intercollegiate swimming, not 

the swim test.) Burnell Stripling, 

who lives in Menominee, Mich., 

was a key member of the swim 

team under coach Ed Kennedy, as 

was Jim Amlicke, clinical professor 

of medicine at the University of 

South Carolina. Jim and family live 

in Bluffton, near the campus. 

Ferdie Setaro is enjoying the 

"good life" in southern New Jersey. 

For those who want to see Ferdie 

in person, come to the reunion in 

2010. Dan Culhane resides in St. 

Augustine, Fla., and we believe 

missed the opportunity of getting 

together with "the man without 

a country" (or so it seems), Don 

McDonough, who is moving at a 

rapid pace from Dublin to Florida 

to New York to Washington, D.C. 

(where he recently spent time with 
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Charles Catania '57 shared this photo of what he believes to be Psyc 1-2 
in the mid 1950s, most likely spring 1955. Catania, who recently co-edited 
Professor Fred S. Keller's autobiography (see '57 column and Bookshelf), 
presumes the person at left is a TA. At middle is Professor william N. 
Schoenfeld and at far right, wearing dark lab coat, is Keller. Can you iden¬ 
tify the students and/or the TA? Write to catania@umbc.edu. 

PHOTO: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE LIBRARY 

Lew Mendelson). Roger Stem also 

is in the D.C. / Maryland area (and 

is a real estate adviser in Chevy 

Chase) as is Wally Previ, staff 

engineer at TechPlan, in Arlington, 

Va. In the New York area, we find 

the old band member, Joe Porcelli, 

making his home on Staten Island. 

Mervyn Balsam, of Stamford, 

Conn., practices optometry in that 

fine city not far from New York. 

Sandy Autor, formerly of New 

York fame, is a retired realtor in 

Cambridge, Mass., and Nick Avery 

is associate professor of psychiatry 

at Harvard Medical School. 

In the midwest are Gerhardt 

Hein in Grosse Point Farms, Mich., 

and Ed Ferlauto, the transplanted 

Brooklynite, in Minneapolis. Ed is a 

retired lab manager at Mobil Chemi¬ 

cal. A retiree from the legal profes¬ 

sion, Roger Asch, lives in the lovely 

town across the Hudson, Somerset, 

N.J. We cannot forget Arthur Rosett, 

in Los Angeles, who is professor 

emeritus at UCLA School of Law. 

At Homecoming there was an 

event put on by the football alumni 

— a kick-off dinner honoring the 

memory of Jack Armstrong and all 

former Columbia football captains. 

It was a night to remember. 

Stalwart souls of the "Class 

of Destiny" — the ever-popular 

College Class of 1955. Be ready for 

the 55th — only 18 months away. It 

promises to be "bigger and better" 

than any other 55th reunion. You 

won't want to miss it. Get your 

rest now. 

Love to all! Everywhere! 

Alan N. Miller 

257 Central Park West, 

Apt. 9D 

New York, NY 10024 

oldocal@aol.com 

Guys, as I write this, summer is 

ending and I have ordered a great 

fall. August was quite cool — a 

surprise. This allowed us to play a 

few hours of tennis at our monthly 

class lunch at Dan Link's country 

club in Westchester. We had three 

teams of two — Jerry Fine and 

myself. Jack Katz and Mark 

Novick, and Dan and Lou Hem- 

merdinger. It was such great fun 

that we repeated the event at Dan's 

in September. Jack, who is quite a 

good tennis player, was a new ad¬ 

dition at our monthly lunch events. 

We certainly would welcome more 

of you hiding classmates to join 

us. Also present at lunch was Ron 

Kapon, and as a pleasant surprise, 

Lenny Wolfe, who is largely recov¬ 

ered from a quadruple bypass. He 

has lost a lot of weight and looks 

great. 

Starting in October, class lunches 

resumed at the Columbia/Princ¬ 

eton Qub, as Faculty House is 

undergoing extensive and lengthy 

renovation. The C/P Club also is 

being renovated; the new dining ar¬ 

eas will be on the third floor. There 

also will be six meeting rooms 

that can be reconfigured as large 

or small and intimate. This would 

have been helpful when Columbia 

Professor Sharyn O'Halloran joined 

us in May and spoke about the elec¬ 

tion process. If you have other sug¬ 

gestions for "free" guest speakers to 

join us for lunch, let me know. 

I am pleased to say that our 

class giving to Columbia College 

in Fiscal Year 2007-2008 increased 

significantly, and we will be able to 

continue to fund our 10 annual class 

scholarships. It is fun and interest¬ 

ing to meet with these bright young 

students — we were there once, 

long ago. Even though our class 

unrestricted and total College giving 

rose substantially from FY2007, there 

were four John Jays who forgot to 

contribute. We hope they and many 

other classmates join us in remem¬ 

bering alma mater in FY2009. 

Dean Austin Quigley has 

announced his stepping down 

as dean, effective after this year. 

Happily, we still will have him as 

a faculty member and an adviser 

to President Lee C. Bollinger. It has 

been a rewarding experience inter¬ 

acting with the dean, who is such a 

nice and interesting person, during 

the past 13 years, and we all wish 

him and his family well. 

Finally, Rose Kemochan '82 

Barnard, whom we have worked 

with in editing our "great" CCT 

writings, had to leave for family 

reasons. I was sorry to hear that 

both her parents died last year, and 

we wish her well. 

So guys, let me hear from you 

for info for CCT, and join us at 

our class lunches with new blood, 

stories and the great opinions we 

all have in spades. Also give me 

ideas for class events and possibly 

speakers for our class lunches. 

It has been proposed that at one 

lunch per year we invite spouses 

and significant others — what do 

you think? 

So, as always, here is wishing 

you and yours health, happi¬ 

ness, a little wealth — not easy in 

this stock and real estate market 

— and certainly longevity with 

caring children and extraordinary 

grandchildren. If anyone has great- 

grands let me know, and maybe 

another contest. 

Do keep in touch: 212-712-2369 

or oldocal@aol.com. 

Love to all. 

Herman Levy 

7322 Rockford Dr. 

Falls Church, VA 22043 

hdlleditor@aol.com 

Michael Bemiker, whom The New 
York Times characterized as "a pro¬ 

lific record producer whose diverse 

projects won nine Grammy Awards 

over four decades," died on July 

25 in Great Barrington, Mass. The 

Times obituary appeared on July 29. 

[See Obituaries.] 

Ken Bodenstein, whom Marty 

Fisher reports "still plays an excel¬ 

lent game of tennis and comes East 

every year for the Open" writes: 

"We were at the Open [week of 

August 24] Wednesday, Thursday 

and Friday. We went early this year 

because close friends got a wild 

card into the women's doubles. 

They won the NCAA Doubles this 

year, Tracy Lin and Riza Zalameda. 

They won their first round but lost 

in the second. Also, Riza played 

mixed doubles but lost in the first 

round. We also followed another 

UCLA alum whom we know. 

Abbey Spears, who still is in the 

women's doubles. 

"We had great weather and 

I enough of the Open. We also played 

in the mornings on the courts at 

96th Street and Riverside Drive ... 

tennis, tennis, tennis. 

"I went back East two weeks 

later to play in the Men's 70 

National Grass Courts in Philly at 

the Germantown Cricket Club but 

didn't get to NYC." 

Charlie Catania: "I recently 

retired from my faculty position in 

the Department of Psychology at 

University of Maryland, Baltimore 

County, where I've taught since 

1973 and where I'm now an emeri¬ 

tus professor. 

"I got started in my field, which 

I now call behavior analysis, when 

I took Fred Keller's course, Psyc 

1-2, in the 1954-55 academic year. I 

could not have imagined at the time 

that I would one day be involved 

in helping to get his autobiography 

published. Information about the 

book is available at www.sloanpub- 

lishing.com/ at_my_own_pace. [See 

Bookshelf.] 

"Before getting to my involve¬ 

ment, I should first give some infor¬ 

mation about Keller. He was bom 

in 1899, was a telegram delivery 

boy for Western Union in upstate 

New York when in high school (and 

learned Morse code), enlisted in the 

Army for WWI (where he drove 

ammunition trucks), returned to 

college at Tufts after that war, took 

a Ph.D. at Harvard (where he got 

to know B.F. Skinner—they were 

lifelong friends), accepted the offer 

of a faculty position at Columbia 

in 1938, created an effective system 

for rapidly teaching Morse code to 

recruits during WWTI (for which 

he got a citation from President 

Harry S. Truman), developed the 

Columbia undergraduate psychol¬ 

ogy curriculum with Wiliam N. 

Sdhoenfeld, had to retire from Co¬ 

lumbia at 65, went to the then-brand- 

new University of Brasilia to get 

behavior analysis started in Brazil 

and remained professionally active 

through the early 1990s, including 

faculty appointments at Arizona 

State and Western Michigan. 

"Keller died in 1996, having 

given an incomplete draft of his 

autobiography to a colleague. I had 

heard rumors that if the autobi¬ 

ography would be published it 

would be in a drastically abbreviat¬ 

ed version. I was concerned about 

the preservation of the original 

manuscript and made inquiries. 

As a consequence, without a pub¬ 

lisher, the manuscript ended up 

on my desk last fall. Working with 

others I was able to get a much 

fuller version published. 

"In May 2008, Keller's wife, Fran¬ 

ces, then 95, came to a conference 

in Chicago accompanied by their 

daughter, Anne, and son, John. There 

I was able to present a copy of the 

book to her in person. I hardly ever 

use the word, but I can only describe 
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the experience as awesome. 

"In the course of editing Keller's 

autobiography, I learned a lot, not 

only about the man but also about 

the history of my field and about 

life in our country and elsewhere 

during the 20th century. But I was 

also left with some questions. 

Here's just one that I'd like to ad¬ 

dress to our class. 

"While putting together the 

photograph section of the book, I 

obtained a photo [see it near these 

notes], which I first saw last spring. 

It came from the Keller archive at 

the University of New Hampshire, 

which had been set up by John 

A. Nevin '63 GSAS, a student of 

Keller's who was a faculty member 

there. But the picture had no 

information identifying its source 

or date. I'm pretty sure it was taken 

in the Psyc 1-2 lab, perhaps in the 

spring semester of 1954-55. Schoe- 

nfeld is standing in profile in the 

middle (when I took the course, 

he often visited the lab during 

the spring semester), and Keller 

is facing away from the camera 

on the far right. But can anyone 

confirm that conclusion, and does 

anyone recognize the TA on the left 

or any of the students? (I'm pretty 

sure about one of them.) And does 

anyone have any other pictures 

from the Psyc 1-2 lab? Please let 

me know if you can help: catania@ 

umbc.edu." 

George Dickstein: "An esti¬ 

mated 75 relatives, friends and 

classmates attended a memorial 

service for Joel Schwartz, who 

died suddenly on July 25 while 

competing in a 1,500-meter freestyle 

swim at the Empire State Games in 

Binghamton, N.Y. Marty Fisher and 

I represented our class. Larry Boes, 

unable to attend, spoke for all of us 

in his e-mail message: 'Joel's death 

may seem untimely for liim and us, 

but I trust that the circumstances 

of dying while in the midst of an 

adventure he most enjoyed may 

give his family and friends some 

consolation.' Larry, Joel and I 

graduated from Jamaica H.S. before 

going off to Columbia, and Joel will 

be remembered not only for his 

abiding interest in and concern for 

the College but also for his leader¬ 

ship in arranging a 50th reunion for 

our high school class in 2003 and 

a scholarship fund for graduating 

seniors. His energy and passion for 

this reunion inspired us all.'" 

At the American Bar Associa¬ 

tion's annual meeting, this time 

held in NYC in August, the Section 

of Public Contract Law elected 

yours truly to a three-year term 

on its council. That makes me the 

second Columbia College graduate 

serving on the council; Section 

vice-chair is Don Featherstun '75. 

While in NYC, one day I had lunch 

with CCT editors Alex Sachare '71, 

Lisa Palladino and former Class 

Notes editor Rose Kemochan '82 

Barnard, and dinner with Carlos 

Munoz. On another day, Marty 

Fisher gave me a guided tour of 

the Morgan Library, and we had 

lunch there. 

Barry Dickman 

25 Main St. 

Court Plaza North, Ste 104 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

bdickmanesq@gmail.com 

We regret to report the death of Dr. 

Ralph Feigin from lung cancer on 

August 14. Ralph had an extraor¬ 

dinary medical career. At his death 

he was physician-in-chief at Texas 

Giildren's Hospital and chair of 

the Baylor College of Medicine 

Department of Pediatrics, having 

previously been president of the 

medical school. After receiving 

his M.D. from Boston University, 

Ralph became a professor of pedi¬ 

atrics at Washington University in 

St. Louis before moving to Baylor 

in 1977. 

His two-volume Textbook of 
Pediatric Infectious Diseases has 

become a standard reference for 

diagnosticians; he also published 

more than 500 medical articles. 

During Ralph's time at Baylor, the 

number of pediatric beds more 

than doubled; the faculty grew 

from 39 to 539; and for two years 

the hospital led the country in 

grants for pediatric studies. Ac¬ 

cording to the Houston Chronicle, 
Ralph turned the hospital into 

"one of the nation's premier cen¬ 

ters of pediatric care." 

Ralph is survived by his wife, 

Judith, three children and six 

grandchildren. The Feigin Center, a 

research facility at Texas Children's 

Hospital, is dedicated to Ralph and 

to Judith, a psychologist and the 

founder and director of the Texas 

Children's Learning Support Center. 

A warm tribute to Ralph, set up by 

Texas Children's Hospital, appears at 

www.rememberingdrfeigin.org. 

Correction: Rick Brous should 

have been included in the list of 

Dean's Pin recipients that appeared 

in the July/August issue (Alumni 

Reunion Weekend insert). Rick 

earned the pin as a hard-working 

member of the Reunion Committee 

that made our 50th such a success. 

Thanks again, Rick, and we're 

sorry about the omission. 

Checking in from London, Bert 

Hirschhom reports that he is doing 

less public health work and spend¬ 

ing more time publishing poetry 

and other writing, as shown on his 

Web site, www.bertzpoet.com. He 

lives in London and Beirut, where 

his wife, Cynthia, works at the 

American University of Beirut. 

Steve Fishman noticed a men¬ 

tion in a previous column of Sid 

Jones, his classmate at Olinville 

Junior H.S. in the Bronx, and 

remembered that he, Sid, Franny 

Frank and Ron Hadge were 

intramural basketball teammates 

freshman year. Steve is a professor 

of philosophy at UNC Charlotte. 

Anne and Dave Brown live 

in Shelburne, Vt., a suburb of 

Burlington and the site of the well- 

known Shelburne Museum. They 

moved from Peacham, Vt., to be 

nearer their daughter, Elizabeth, 

and her family. Dave and Anne are 

involved in a number of volunteer 

activities, including walking shelter 

dogs, advocating for low-income 

Vermonters and ushering for the 

Vermont Symphony Orchestra. 

Dave, a retired librarian, also chairs 

the State Board of Libraries. 

In our reunion column [Sep¬ 

tember/October], we mentioned 

Ronald Kessel. In the interest of 

completeness, we also note that his 

twin, Roger Kessel, has retired as 

v.p. of TECO Energy in Tampa and 

lives in Osterville, Mass. 

The Class Lunch is held on the 

second Wednesday of every month, 

in the Grill Room of the Princeton/ 

Columbia Club, 15 W. 43rd St. ($31 

per person). E-mail Art Radin if 

you plan to attend, up to the day 

before: aradin@radinglass.com. 
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Alvin Halpem writes, "I retired 

in 2001 as professor emeritus at 

CUNY Brooklyn College. I was 

a professor of physics for almost 

all of my career (since 1965). I 

taught almost every undergradu¬ 

ate and graduate course around, 

did some atomic theory research, 

published some Schaum's series 

physics books and was chairman 

of the department. I spent the last 

10 years of my career in various 

university-wide administrative 

positions. These included stints as 

university dean for research of the 

CUNY system and acting/interim 

president of the Research Founda¬ 

tion of CUNY, which oversaw 

all faculty-generated grants and 

contracts across the university's 

many campuses. 

"After retirement my wife, Mari- 

arosa, and I have enjoyed a lot of 

travel as well as reading, gardening 

and cultural activities. We have 

been living in Cedarhurst on Long 

Island for 26 years. Our two sons 

are doing well. Our older boy, Ken¬ 

neth '91, went on to get a Ph.D. in 

theoretical particle physics at MIT, 

but because of the tight physics job 

market at the time, ended up in 

finance in New York City, which, 

while not as enjoyable as physics, 

does have some compensatory re¬ 

wards. Our younger boy, Marc '95, 

got an M. A. in marine biology and 

a law degree in environmental law 

at Stanford, got married to a Ph.D. 

marine biologist (Heidi Dewar) and 

has a highly successful law practice 

in the San Diego area. They have 

two children, Luke (4 Vi) and Zak (6 

months), who are terrific. We visit 

them as often as we can. 

"For a few years after retirement 

I kept professionally active by 

working one day a week help¬ 

ing with grant development and 

industrial interaction at the Center 

for Advanced Technology in Pho¬ 

tonic Applications at CUNY, but 

I stopped doing that a year ago. 

I have recently been having fun 

writing, mostly essays." 

Isser Woloch has retired as 

the Moore Collegiate Professor of 

History at Columbia, to which he 

returned in 1969. 

Steve Buchman writes, "As we 

move into our 50th reunion year, 

I did want to write to you and the 

class about several things. 

"First, I hope everyone is aware 

of the Class of 1959 Scholarship 

Fund that was established in 1992 

in memory of our friend Eric Holtz- 

man. Bob Stone and I have had the 

pleasure of attending the annual 

Dean's Scholarship Reception where 

we, as class representatives, meet 

the student recipients to talk about 

the College and what the scholar¬ 

ship assistance provided by the 

Class of '59 has meant to them. It 

has been an honor and a privilege 

through the years to meet the truly 

outstanding students who have 

benefited from the Scholarship that 

we have funded. The latest report I 

have from the University indicates 

that as of June 30,2007, the 'ending 

market value' of the Class of 1959 

Scholarship Fund was $332,439. The 

investment returned $62,800, and of 

that, about $12,500 was distributed 

during the year as scholarship aid. 

As we enter our 50th reunion year, 

all of us should consider earmarking 

at least some of our contributions 

to the Scholarship Fund established 

by the class in Eric's memory. There 

may be more information about this 

as our reunion plans develop. 

"I retired from the active prac¬ 

tice of law in 1994 to become of 

counsel to my firm, Chadboume 

& Parke. That same year, I became 

a career counselor and consultant 

at the Career Services Office of 
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Art Rosenbaum ’60 Records Folk Music History 
By Matt Roshkow 

Art Rosenbaum '60, '61 Arts recording ballad singer Mary Lomax in 
White Creek, White County, Ga., in 2007. 

PHOTO: MARGO NEWMARK ROSENBAUM 

hen Art Rosen¬ 
baum '60, '61 
Arts arrived in 
New York in 1956 

to begin his undergraduate 
career, his timing could not 
have been better. Already a 
folk music aficionado, weaned 
on the early recordings of Pete 
Seeger, Burl Ives and many 
others, Rosenbaum found 
himself just uptown from what 
would become the epicenter 
of the 1950s folk music revival. 
Gathering daily in Washing¬ 
ton Square Park, Rosenbaum 
recalls, "was a whole nest of 
banjo pickers and folk singers." 

While majoring in art history 
(he later earned an M.F.A. in 
painting), Rosenbaum quickly 
became a regular on the folk 
scene and, along with fellow 
Columbia undergrads Tom 
Gibbs '60, Jeffrey Stewart '60 
and Steve Cogan '60, started 
his own group, The Columbia 
Cham'bry Players. Playing banjo 
and fiddle as well as singing, 
Rosenbaum performed at such 
clubs as Gerde's Folk City, 
where he crossed paths with a 
fellow transplant from the Mid¬ 
west, a skinny, nervous-looking 
kid named Bob Dylan. But when 
he got a tip about a terrific old 
blues guitarist still playing in 
his hometown of Indianapolis, 
Rosenbaum grabbed his tape 
recorder and began what would 
essentially become his true 
musical calling. 

"One side of the coin of the 
urban folk revival was to play 
in coffeehouses," Rosenbaum 
says. "The other part was to 
seek out the living players." 
Rosenbaum chose the latter 
and has spent the better part 
of 50 years crisscrossing the 
country in search of every un¬ 
recorded blues, gospel, moun¬ 
tain ballad, banjo and fiddle 
song he can find and preserve 
on tape. Rosenbaum's day job, 
as it were, consisted of teach¬ 
ing art. He retired two years 
ago after teaching studio art 
for 30 years at the University 
of Georgia, and counts among 
his former students R.E.M. lead 

singer Michael Stipe. 
The Art of Field Recording 

Volume 1, a four-disc set that 
was released last year by the 
Atlanta-based Dust-to-Digital 
record label, represents the 
sum of Rosenbaum's record¬ 
ing labors and features an 
encyclopedic compendium 
of traditional American music 
dating to the 1920s. Among 
the featured musicians is 
Scrapper Blackwell, the blues 
guitarist from Indianapolis who 
got Rosenbaum started on his 
journey. 

The boxed set, which in¬ 
cludes a 96-page booklet of 
Rosenbaum's commentaries 
and paintings of the musicians, 
as well as photographs by 
his wife, Margo Newmark 
Rosenbaum, has garnered him 
much critical acclaim. The New 
York Times called it "a gold 
mine, an ark," and USA Today 
proclaimed it nothing less 
than "Harry Smith's Anthol¬ 
ogy of Folk Music for a new 
generation." The discs serve 
as a fitting retrospective of a 
lifetime devoted to archiving 
and preserving a vanishing art 
form. Some of the recordings 
simply consist of unaccompan¬ 
ied voices, something that, 
as Rosenbaum points out, a 
listener would not find on even 
the earliest generation of 78s, 
where commercial constraints 
demanded musical accompani¬ 
ment and where performances 
were often limited to no more 
than three minutes. 

Rosenbaum used a basic 
reel-to-reel tape deck for many 
of the earlier recordings and 
was careful to preserve as 
many of the recordings' aural 
quirks and background noises 
as he could. "I try to get as 
faithful and simple a documen¬ 
tation of a sound and place as 
l can get," he explains. As a 
result, listeners are treated to 
the atmospheric accompani¬ 
ment of a nearby dog barking 
or the drone of cicadas on a 
hot Southern summer night. 
The project has been so suc¬ 
cessful that Rosenbaum now 

is finalizing the tracks list for 
The Art of Field Recording Vol¬ 
ume 2, which he hopes will be 
released this fall. What's more, 
he's already "kicking around 
ideas" for volume 3, which 
may feature video shot by his 
41-year-old son, Neil, a video- 
grapher who lives in Missouri. 

According to Dust-to-Digital 
founder Lance Ledbetter, what 
makes Rosenbaum special is 
that "he absolutely loves the 
artists and the music. It can't 
be underestimated how much 
he wants this tradition to be 
carried on." Ledbetter also 
points out that unlike some 
field recorders, Rosenbaum 
makes the effort to "get to 
know and stay in touch" with 
many of the musicians he 
comes across. 

Although music is Rosen¬ 
baum's "deep passion," he 
notes that "my ambition 
always has been to make [a] 
personal statement through 
my art." Rosenbaum's paint¬ 
ings have been lauded for their 
dynamic fusing of abstraction, 
expressionism and opulent 
color with an Old Master tradi¬ 
tion of art. Among his major 
influences, Rosenbaum cites 
Philip Guston, whom he first 
heard speak at Columbia, 
as well as his Columbia art 
professor John Heliker, whom 
he calls a "great mentor and 

wonderful painter." Two years 
ago, the Georgia Museum of 
Art held a major retrospective 
of Rosenbaum's work. 

Rosenbaum remains a 
presence at the university of 
Georgia, where he teaches a 
seminar on traditional Ameri¬ 
can music that he calls "0 
Traditional Music, Where Art 
Thou?" in an affectionate nod 
to the Coen brothers' popular 
Depression-era period piece 
0 Brother, Where Art Thou? 
While teaching the seminar, 
Rosenbaum even managed to 
unearth an old Georgia murder 
ballad from one of his students 
who had heard it sung by his 
mother and grandmother. 

Rosenbaum is quick to draw 
an aesthetic connection be¬ 
tween his work as a traveling 
musical archivist and his more 
sedentary life at the easel at 
his home in Athens, Ga. in folk 
music, Rosenbaum searched 
for and found something "very 
old yet very now that correlated 
with what the New York City 
artists were doing in the 1950s 
as well as some of the poets 
and writers at the time." To 
that end, paint brush and tape 
recorder in hand, he keeps on 
searching. 

Matt Roshkow is a screenwrit¬ 
er and freelance journalist living 
in Hastings-on-Hudson, N. Y. 
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the Law School, where I am an 

assistant director. I am at the Law 

School two days a week counseling 

J.D. and L.L.M. students who are 

moving into the profession, and 

alumni who are considering what 

to do next at various stages of their 

careers. It is tremendously gratify¬ 

ing work and gives me the added 

pleasure of being on the campus 

throughout the year. In 1996, my 

firm asked me to become its om¬ 

budsman, and I have served in that 

position ever since, adding the role 

of attorney adviser in 2003. 

"I continue to be an active 

fencing team alumnus, serving on 

the Fencing Advisory Commit¬ 

tee and the Executive Committee 

of the Varsity 'C' Club. A more 

recent interest has put me on an 

alumni committee that works with 

a rejuvenated Center for Career 

Education. CCE assists under¬ 

graduates with their post-graduate 

employment planning through 

an innovative and expanding 

program of internships, training 

opportunities, workshops and job 

fairs. This is not the career office I 

knew as an undergrad! 

"All in all, it has been a great 

semi-retirement that has allowed 

me to stay in touch with the school 

and my profession in challenging 

and rewarding ways. 

"I look forward to seeing a large 

number of our classmates at our 

50th reunion celebration. With best 

wishes to all." 

From Morton Klaven we hear 

that, "After spending 32 years 

regulating private pension and 

health and welfare plans for the 

Department of Labor, I retired on 

April 3 from my position of senior 

policy adviser to the assistant 

secretary for employee benefits se¬ 

curity. That night, my wife, Carla, 

helped me pack my bags to go to 

Lancaster, Pa., to work for Barack 

Obama '83 in the Pennsylvania pri¬ 

mary. I am working for Obama in 

Northern Virginia (actually making 

phone calls into Northern Virginia 

from Obama's Bethesda office and 

canvassing in Northern Virginia on 

the weekends). Other than that, I 

do yoga almost every morning and 

work out in the gym twice a week. 

I'm looking forward to the 50th 

reunion." 

Matthew Sobel writes that, "[I 

recently] bicycled 400 miles in the 

Colorado Rockies. The scenery was 

grand, the climbs were daunting 

and the early afternoon races to 

cross passes ahead of thunder¬ 

storms were stressful. I am a flat- 

lander — although the elevation 

of each day's passes ranged from 

8,000-12,000 feet, my Ohio home 

is at 1,100 feet elevation. So I spent 

a couple of days in Boulder and 

Leadville to acclimate to higher 

altitudes. Allan Franklin, another 

road cycling enthusiast in our class, 

and I rode together for 50 miles in 

the dramatic countryside around 

Boulder. Allan and I look forward 

to renewing our friendship next 

year at the reunion." 

Walter Reichel wants us to 

know that, "A career in advertising 

led to the position of worldwide 

media director, e.v.p., member of 

Board of Directors at Ted Bates 

Advertising (third largest agency 

in the world in 1986, before the 

transformations wrought by the 

international conglomerates). I 

became famous in that world (on a 

distinctly minor scale) as propo¬ 

nent of the 5 percent solution, 

a proposal to move advertising 

dollars from traditional network 

to cable as the latter began to 

make inroads on audiences in '87. 

This proposal was highlighted on 

the advertising page of The New 
York Times. Sometime later, in the 

early '90s, having left the agency 

world, I was responsible (with my 

partner, Leslie Wood) for another 

groundbreaking development. We 

invented the now dominant theory 

of how advertising works, which 

led advertisers to schedule their 

advertising on a continuing basis 

rather than flight, the prevailing 

practice up until then. 

"I am active in Media Trust. 

This company includes some 

80-year-olds, so at 721 represent 

the median age! I also am teaching 

advertising at FIT, an immensely 

pleasurable activity. 

"I am happily married (40th 

coming up) to Priscilla and have 

a 34-year-old son, Bradley, who is 

in film. 

"I also have been attending 

those wondrous evening seminars 

in the Humanities and Contem¬ 

porary Civilization that Columbia 

conducts in New York City. To 

spend a few weeks immersing 

oneself in St. Augustine, Dosto¬ 

evsky and Nabokov (one example) 

is simply a great reprise of those 

years ago experiences on Morning- 

side Heights." 

Dave Clark writes, "News of 

my life isn't very exciting (prob¬ 

ably not even very interesting). 

I'm beginning my 18th year of 

retirement, and have enjoyed 

almost every minute of it, although 

I still haven't completely recovered 

from the aftereffects from prostate 

surgery more than a year ago. I 

spend my time following the stock 

market (occasionally making a 

trade online), watching sporting 

events, bowling in two leagues 

and spending time with my three 

granddaughters. Our whole fam¬ 

ily is anxiously the awaiting the 

December release of the movie 

version of Doubt, in which Bridget 

Megan (13) has her major film 

debut. Final note: I may only shave 

a couple times a week, but the last 

time I saw you [Norman], I don't 

think you'd picked up a razor in 

several years. I am really looking 

forward to seeing you and all my 

other 'old' friends and classmates 

next June for the big 50th reunion." 

Ben Miller writes, "In late July, 

we (my partners and I) closed the 

financing on an enterprise that 

has been the focus of my business 

life for the past six years... yes, six 

years! I won't bore you or class¬ 

mates with the details, but since 

the dinosaurs roamed this earth no 

living thing has ever taken so long 

to be bom! Pauline of the infamous 

'Perils of' had a walk in the park in 

comparison. Despite at least three 

funerals, we survived, ultimately 

with the full and committed back¬ 

ing of the investment bust of one 

of the most hallowed Ivies and 

its most prominent and richest 

alumnus. We are now well into 

the engineering of our first plant, a 

facility on the Big Island of Hawaii 

that takes macadamia nutshells 

(the waste product from the pro¬ 

cessing of macadamia nuts) and 

converts them into a high-quality 

activated carbon, perhaps the best 

activated carbon on the world 

market. Again, the details are bor¬ 

ing, but the potential of the plant 

is quite exciting when viewed as 

a way to integrate off-the-shelf 

manufacturing, cutting-edge tech¬ 

nology and social responsibility by 

providing a value-added product 

from a nuisance waste, making 

a high-grade biofuel for sale as a 

hedge against diesel (yes, it does 

that, too) while still standing on its 

own as a profitable enterprise that 

needs no government subsidy or 

support. So... on your next visit 

to the Big Island of Hawaii, let me 

know and our team will provide 

you with a guided tour! The Kona 

Coast is a nice place to visit... 

though I am still in Bethesda, Md., 

minding the East coast store of Big 

Island Carbon." 

Allen Rosenshine wants us to 

know that, "Since retiring from the 

advertising business at the end of 

2006, I'm keeping busy working 

with various organizations includ¬ 

ing Partnership for a Drug-Free 

America, The Nature Conservancy, 

the Democratic National Commit¬ 

tee, Business for Diplomatic Action 

(public diplomacy). Advertising 

Council (pro bono advertising) 

and MRG-Intemational (Internet 

marketing management). It sounds 

like a lot but since only MRG-I is 

a paying client, I can pretty much 

manage my time to my needs, a far 

cry from working in advertising. 

Four children, two grandchildren 

and one on the way round out my 

schedule. My wife and I are divid¬ 

ing our time between New York 

City; Lyme, Conn., Deer Valley, 

Utah; and travel (last two trips to 

Vietnam and Alaska, both of which 

I highly recommend)." 

Norman Gelfand has retired 

after nearly 29 years at the Fermi 

National Accelerator Laboratory. 

From Gene Appel, "Linda and 

I plan to make next year's reunion. 

As for news, we were the guests 

of Bill Host '60 at Puerta Vallarta 

in May along with a crowd from 

Hartley Hall and old Columbia 

football players/managers." 

Now a treat. Two of our class¬ 

mates have submitted poems for 

our pleasure. The first is from Peter 

Birnbaum: 

WORSHIP 

I make my present on the altar of 

surprise — 

Whatever is strange and sudden: 

Poison in broad-beamed daylight. 

Nectar in the near dead night. 

The second, from Bob Ratner, 

should appear in the next issue of 

CCT. This is due to the Class Notes 

word limit. 

Robert A. Machleder 

[nil 330MadisonAve.,39thFI. 

■H New York, NY 10017 

rmachleder@aol.com 

Just finished reading Bill Borden's 

new novel, Dancing With Bears, 
published by Livingston Press at 

the University of West Alabama. 

No stranger to writing, novelist, 

playwright, poet, essayist and 

educator Bill has won the PEN 

Syndicated Fiction Prize and The 

Writers Voice Fiction Contest for 

his short stories. He has won more 

than 100 play writing competi¬ 

tions leading to more than 300 

productions throughout the world, 

was the fiction editor of North 
Dakota Quarterly and is Chester 

Fritz Distinguished Professor of 

English Emeritus at the University 

of North Dakota. In Dancing With 
Bears, a freelance writer on assign¬ 

ment travels to Minnesota to spend 

time with Lyle Gustafson, a charis¬ 

matic bear researcher working for 

the National Park Service, a man as 

creative in his gourmet kitchen and 

adept in the boudoir as he is skilled 

in the ways of the woods. Lyle 

provides the energy that animates 

the two smart, vibrant women 

presently in and out of his life — 

the producer who comes initially 

to make a documentary on his re¬ 

search and stays to exploit his po¬ 

tential as a media star, and the wife 

now living apart in Saskatoon who 

wonders whether their separation 

is temporary or permanent — and 

the inhibited writer whose strug¬ 

gling libido gradually emerges. 

Bears and non-ursine characters, 

all with sharply defined quirky 
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Gerry "Frenchy" Brodeur '61 (left) 
traveled this past summer from 
his home in Las Vegas to the east¬ 
ern United States to visit friends 
and family. He and Bob McCool '61 
played a few rounds at McCool's 
golf club in Meredith, N.H. 

personalities, a digression to New 

York and a sojourn in Saskatoon, 

fill out the story. 

But that doesn't tell you much. 

You'll just have to read it, and you 

should, as the writing is inspired, 

full of whimsy and wit; observa¬ 

tions on relationships, psychology, 

passion and the cosmos, and much 

of course about bears, all roll out as 

gracefully as a dance. A dazzling 

variety of images and insights spin 

off each page like a profusion of 

flawless one-of-a-kind gemstones. 

The writing seems effortless, as 

natural as sunlight. But that's an 

illusion common to gems and 

fine writing. Both, in fact, emerge 

only by being wrestled from the 

most obdurate and intractable 

sources. Dancing With Bears. It's 

why new books still matter and are 

purchased and read notwithstand¬ 

ing the TV gets 100 channels and 

a rental DVD arrives each week in 

the mail. 

As an aside, at each pause in 

my reading my head echoed with 

the voice of Tommy Makem ( "The 

Bard of Armagh," who died one 

year ago) performing his song 

"Dancing With Bears" in Damro- 

sch Park at Lincoln Center, where 

the exuberant audience in the 

packed arena joined him in a full- 

throated, joyous rendition of each 

refrain. I make a mental note to ask 

Bill whether he knows Makem's 

song and whether it played in his 

head as he wrote the book. 

What a delight, two beautiful 

works of art. Bill Borden's novel 

and Tommy Makem's song, sharing 

the name "Dancing With Bears." 

Tom Hamilton's new science 

fiction novel. Time For Patriots, 
published by Strategic Book Pub¬ 

lishing of New York City, was set 

for release at the end of September; 

if that schedule has been met the 

book should be available in print 

when we receive this issue of CCT. 

A physics experiment gone awry 

in this time-travel /alternate history 

novel results in the stranding of 

a 21st-century military academy 

in the American colonies in 1770. 

How this affects the course of his¬ 

tory during and after the War for 

Independence awaits to unscroll 

on my computer screen, courtesy 

of an e-mail from Tom, but I'll not 

be able to say more at this time as 

an admonition has appeared on 

my screen that the deadline for 

Class Notes is nigh. Moreover, to 

read the entire novel online I'll 

have to work harder at attaining a 

proper synchronicity between my 

eyes and the intimidating incan¬ 

descent text that flits on the screen 

so unlike the patient text that sits 

on a pliant page set in a spine that 

bends in my hand, and at achiev¬ 

ing a meticulous balance and align¬ 

ment from my occipital bone to the 

coccyx which I imagine requires 

the posture of a sentry at Bucking¬ 

ham Palace to replace the slack- 

limbed splay on a couch which is 

my customary attitude. I've heard 

that people read complete books 

online just as I know that if s pos¬ 

sible to execute a backflip and stick 

a perfect landing, but both feats are 

equally unnatural to me. 

with excessive amounts of mud 

and water created by snowmelt, 

rendered it perilous to attempt a 

14,000-footer. However, even as he 

wrote. Bill was looking forward to 

meeting at sunrise the challenge 

of Shrine Mountain's 12,000 feet. 

Excelsior, Bill, always upward. 

Steve Ollendorff reports that 

the Ollendorff Center for Human 

and Religious Understanding has 

launched its Web site at www. 

olllendorffcenter.org. The principal 

mission of the center is to increase 

awareness of the fundamental is¬ 

sues facing the Jewish people. 

In recent years the First Thurs¬ 

day of the Month Class Lunch has 

moved in August to Maine. This 

practice developed after David 

Farmer and Larry Rubinstein, 

who regularly had attended the 

lunches in New York, relocated 

to Maine after their respective 

retirements, although David and 

Larry remain as fully occupied 

as before their retirements. This 

August Larry hosted the lunch 

and arranged a pre-lunch visit to 

the Portland Museum of Art, on 

whose board he sits. We enjoyed 

an interesting exhibit on the life 

and work of Georgia O'Keeffe, 

and, then, lobster. 

The next note is freighted with 

heartrending irony. 

Robert A.M "Bob" Stern '60 has been awarded the 

Vincent Scully Prize by the National Building 

Museum in Washington, D.C. 

Bob Stem has been awarded 

the Vincent Scully Prize by the 

National Building Museum in 

Washington, D.C., in recognition 

of his achievements as an educator, 

author, scholar and architect. 

Ivan Koota added several 

new paintings this summer in his 

nostalgic journey to the Brooklyn 

of his youth. Ivan has completed 

some 80 marvelous paintings, and 

reproductions of almost all are 

included in his recently published 

book, Brooklyn On My Mind: The 
Paintings of Ivan Koota. Details can 

be found at Ivan's Web site, www. 

brooklynplaces.com. 

This summer in Colorado, 

as delegates to the Democratic 

convention prepared to gather in 

the Mile High City, Bill Tanen- 

baum kept his sights much higher 

and mounted the 10,100-ft. crest 

of the peak at Beaver Creek. 

After descending, he advised that 

there were no 14,000-footers on 

his agenda at this time, as record 

winter snowfalls had left deposits 

of upward of 30 feet on many of 

the mountains, and the sum¬ 

mer remnants of snow, together 

Cormac Ryan sent an e-mail 

earlier this year, an advance notice 

to expect news of an award he had 

been chosen to receive. His brief 

message carried his appreciation 

of CCT: "You guys do a great job of 

reporting the alumni news, which 

becomes even more relevant as we 

approach the 50-year milestone." 

News of the award did not 

arrive when expected. It came 

months later. It appeared in Cor- 

mac's obituary. He was destined 

not to make it to that 50th mile¬ 

stone he and so many of us have 

been looking forward to. After a 

long illness, Cormac died on May 9 

in Plano, Texas, where he had lived 

since 1997. At the time of his death, 

Cormac was president of Tactical 

Marketing Associates Internation¬ 

al, a marketing and management 

consulting firm providing strategic 

planning to companies worldwide. 

He had joined TMA in 1992. Prior 

to that, Cormac held sales and 

marketing positions with Kodak 

and Nabisco, and for 24 years held 

senior executive positions in three 

global advertising agencies. His 

work took him to Mexico, Canada 

and Latin America, and he traveled 

extensively in Europe and Asia. 

Cormac played varsity tennis at 

the College and continued to play 

at a competitive level for years 

thereafter. For a number of years 

in the '70s and '80s he was ranked 

as high as No. 2 in Texas men's 

doubles, playing with various 

partners. 

Cormac was internation¬ 

ally known as an authority on the 

subject of competitive intelligence 

and its use in enhancing corporate 

marketing decisions. The Society of 

Competitive Intelligence Profes¬ 

sionals this year awarded Cormac 

its prestigious Catalyst Award — 

the award he spoke of in his e-mail. 

Cormac is survived by his wife 

of 44 years, Christina, their three 

sons and two grandchildren. 

We are indebted to Paul Gomp- 

erz '58 for providing information 

on Cormac's life and career after 

Columbia. 

"Time," Ovid labeled, "the de- 

vourer of all things." Time has left 

yet another hole in our ranks. 

Ernie Sawin died on April 4 in 

Rochester, Mich., after a long and 

courageous battle with Lewy Body 

Dementia. He had been retired 

after a 35-year career at DuPont. 

At the College, Ernie was a 

member of Beta Theta Pi fraternity 

and the football team. The year 

following graduation he received 

a B.S. in chemical engineering 

from the Engineering School 

and then, in 1962, an M.S. in the 

same field from the University 

of Colorado. He joined DuPont 

and in the course of his 35 years 

was a chemical engineer, opera¬ 

tions superintendent and project 

manager, during which time he 

received three DuPont Excellence 

Awards for projects that were 

under his direction. His work took 

him throughout the country and to 

Europe and Asia. 

He was an avid downhill skier. 

Ernie is survived by his wife of 

43 years, Jane, their two sons and 

three grandchildren. 

The class sends its deepest con¬ 

dolences to the families of Cormac 

and Ernie. 

Michael Hausig 

19418 Encino Summit 

San Antonio, TX 78259 

mhausig@yahoo.com 

The Utah Technology Council 

inducted Dr. Theodore H. Stanley 

into its Hall of Fame on October 24. 

The Hall of Fame honors individu¬ 

als with Utah ties who have made 

key contributions to the informa¬ 

tion technology and life science in¬ 

dustries through new technology, 

innovation and leadership. These 

contributions have resulted in 
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job growth, commercialization of 

technology and increased growth 

and development of the nation's 

technology sector and economy. 

Ted is recognized as an inter¬ 

national expert in intravenous 

anesthesia, opioid analgesics, drug 

delivery systems, and human and 

wildlife immobilization techniques, 

and has been a visiting professor 

of anesthesiology to almost every 

academic department throughout 

the United States, most of North 

and South America, Europe and 

the Orient. 

A "serial entrepreneur," he has 

founded or co-founded eight life 

science companies, including ZARS 

and Anesta, and three research and 

educational foundations. Associ¬ 

ated with the University of Utah's 

Department of Anesthesiology since 

1967, Ted has been a professor in 

that department and research pro¬ 

fessor of surgery from 1978-present. 

During that interval, he and his 

associates have received more than 

$10 million in government (state 

and NIH) and pharmaceutical 

company funding. 

One of Ted's companies, Anesta, 

became public in 1994 and raised 

approximately $180 million during 

its public existence. Anesta was sold 

to a larger pharmaceutical company, 

Cephalon, in 2000, for approximately 

$450 million. Anesta's (Cephalon's) 

most successful product, Actiq, 

invented by Ted in 1983, produced 

worldwide sales of approximately 

$625 million in 2006. During the 

last eight years, sales of Actiq (ap¬ 

proximately $2.5 billion to date) have 

resulted in royalties of approxi¬ 

mately $60 million being sent to the 

University of Utah. In 2006, Ted was 

awarded the honor "Mountainwest 

Entrepreneur of the Year." 

Ted also has visited, lectured 

and consulted at numerous vet¬ 

erinary schools, zoos and wildlife 

parks in the United States, Canada 

and Western Europe. He has been 

a frequent consultant to the FBI 

Hostage Rescue Team and CIA. 

Ted earned his M.D. from P&S 

in 1965. He completed a residency 

in anesthesiology at NewYork- 

Presbyterian Medical Center. 

Tom Lippman spent a week 

in Saudi Arabia in June talking to 

government officials, academics, 

businessmen and old friends (in¬ 

cluding women). It was his fourth 

trip to the Kingdom since the 

catastrophe of 9-11. Being among 

the relatively small cadre of people 

called upon frequently to speak to 

Americans about a place that many 

regard as unfathomable, he travels 

there whenever he can to update 

his information and contacts. (Tom 

was co-moderator of a three-day 

seminar on Saudi Arabia at the 

Aspen Institute in August.) Saudi 

Arabia is a dynamic country, and 

it is changing fast. Tom would 

welcome inquiries from classmates 

who want to know more. He is at 

The Middle East Institute in Wash¬ 

ington, D.C.: 202-363-6796 

Burtt Ehrlich's daughter, Julie, 

graduated from NYU law School 

and works at the ACLU on a proj¬ 

ect about women and their rights. 

She is engaged to Noam Elcott, 

who will be an assistant professor 

at Columbia in the art history de¬ 

partment. He will be teaching art 

as a part of the Core Curriculum 

and a graduate seminar on Dada 

and photorealism. 

Jeffery Rudell recently sent to 

Best Publishing an update of his 

book on a manual for scuba divers. 

Bends Explained. It contains the men¬ 

tal mathematics for figuring how to 

dive when using Tri-mix and avoid 

the bends when they dive. Jeffery 

lives in the Miami area. 

Mickey Greenblatt's son. Drew, 

was featured on the front page 

of The New York Times in a July 28 

article, "Worried Banks Sharply 

Reduce Business Loans." Drew, 

president of Marlin Steel Wire 

Products, applied for a $300,000 

bank loan to finance a new robot 

for his factory in Baltimore. His 

company, which makes wire 

baskets and hooks for makers of 

home appliances, is growing and 

profitable. His expansion would 

add three new jobs to an economy 

hungry for work. But when Drew 

called the local branch of Wachovia 

— the same bank that had been ag¬ 

gressively marketing loans to him 

for years, he was distressed by the 

response, "We're saying no to al¬ 

most everybody." Drew's reaction 

was that this reluctance to lend is 

going to slow down the American 

economy, as he learned that an 

infusion of credit for his Baltimore 

factory would not come easily. 

His company has been enjoying 

double-digit sales growth. That 

Robert Pollack '61 (right), professor of biological sciences and former 
dean of the College, received the Seixas Award from Harvey Krueger 
'51, '53L at Columbia/Barnard HiiieTs annual Seixas Award Dinner in 
low Rotunda on May 22. More than 220 guests gathered to celebrate 
Pollack's contributions to Columbia/Barnard Hillel and the vibrancy of 
the Jewish campus community. 

PHOTO: JOE PINEIRO 

eled to the eastern United States 

this summer to visit old friends 

and family. Frenchy is retired from 

the Marine Corps and lives in Las 

Vegas. See the photo of Frenchy 

and Bob McCool at Bob's golf club 

in Meredith, N.H. 

^John Freidin 

1020 Town Line Rd. 

Charlotte, VT 05445 

jf@bicyclevt.com 

Don Splansky writes from the 

greater Boston area that he retired last 

year after serving as rabbi of Temple 

Beth Am in Framingham for 23 years. 

Upon retirement Don promptly be¬ 

gan teaching religion at the St. Mark's 

School in Southborough, Mass. 

(www.stmarksschool.org). 

Don's wife, Greta Lee, and 

he have three children and six 

grandchildren. Their daughter, 

Yael, is the sole fourth-generation 

Bob Lefkowitz '62, a physician at Duke University 

Medical Center, is to receive the National Medal of 

Science for his contributions to biology. 

month, it received the two largest 

orders in its history including one 

from a Mexican company. 

No loan would mean one less 

order for the factory in Chicago 

that makes the robot Drew wanted 

to buy, and fewer hours for work¬ 

ers there. It would mean less 

business for the truck driver who 

would have hauled the robot to 

Baltimore, and no help-wanted ads 

for Marlin Steel Wire Products. 

Drew eventually received oral 

approval for the loan. 

Gerry "Frenchy" Brodeur trav- 

Reform rabbi in the world! Greta 

Lee is the operations manager of 

the Framingham Heart Study. 

After ordination at Hebrew 

Union College-Jewish Institute of 

Religion in New York in 1968, Don 

moved to Cincinnati for congrega¬ 

tional work. While there he earned 

a Ph.D. at HUC-JIR in an area of 

rabbinic literature called "targum." 

Occasionally, Don writes, "I have 

seen Burt Lehman, who was chair¬ 

man of the board of HUC-JIR, and 

my colleague, Ira Youdovin." 

Don finds the pace of retirement 

more leisurely than the rabbinate, 

so, in addition to teaching, he is 

doing research on a paper, which, 

he says, "maybe 75 people in the 

world will ever read!" 

Don ended his e-mail by writing 

that he hoped to attend our 50th 

reunion and hoped I would "bike 

down for it!" This assuredly casual 

remark set me thinking — fantasiz¬ 

ing might be a better word. What 

a splendid goal it would be for us 

soon-to-be septuagenarians actu¬ 

ally to bicycle some or all of the 

300-350 miles from Middlebury, 

Vt., to New York. So — before I 

begin training — please send me 

a signal if you might be interested 

along with any suggestions. I 

am glad to develop a route that 

uses back roads and goes 30-40 

miles per day. All classmates, their 

spouses, friends, children and 

grandchildren would be welcome 

to join the ride for as little or much 

as they like. We'd sleep indoors, eat 

as well as we can and have a SAG 

wagon to carry our belongings. 

We'd probably end the ride 20-30 

miles north of the city. Classmates 

who would like to participate but 

not ride might provide the riders 

with a meal, snack or any other 

support they would like. You may 

reach Don at donsplan@aol.com. 

Irv Weissman has been living 

near Boston since joining the U.S. 

Public Health Service in 1967. He is 

chief of ophthalmology at Caritas 

St. Elizabeth's Medical Center in 

Boston. Irv's wife, Barbara, is a 

professor of radiology at Harvard 

and vice-chair at Brigham and 

Women's Hospital. Their older 

child, Matthew, thought he would 

not enjoy living in New York City, 

so he did not apply to Columbia. 

He settled for Harvard when he 

met Juliet Rothschild, daughter of 

John Rothschild '58. They are now 
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James Noonan '48 (left), president of the board of managers of Lincoln 
Hall, a 145-year-old program for wayward boys, poses with Bill Campbell 
'62, chair of the University Board of Trustees and chair of Intuit, who was 
awarded the agency's Lincoln Spirit Award at a May 21 dinner-dance in 
Manhattan that benefited Lincoln Hall's sports programs and facilities. 
Also present was TV personality Mary Thompson, mistress of ceremonies. 

married, have one child and de¬ 

spite earlier reservations live about 

a mile from Columbia. Matthew 

is a physician; his wife is a v.p. of 

the College Board. Irv's daughter, 

Abigail, is in a Psy.D. program in 

California. It turns out that the 

father of one of her classmates is 

Ralph Bennett, whom Irv hadn't 

seen since leaving New York. Their 

families had a nice get-together 

in San Francisco. Irv and Barbara 

also see Joel Goldman and his 

wife, Linda, who split their time 

between homes in California and 

New York City. Irv may be con¬ 

tacted at weissman@massmed.org. 

The Alumni Office has informed 

me that Bob Lefkowitz has been 

honored again. Bob, a physician at 

Duke University Medical Center, 

is to receive the National Medal of 

Science, the nation's highest award 

for science, for his contributions to 

biology. By the time you read this. 

President Bush will have presented 

the medal to Bob at a White House 

ceremony on September 29. Bob 

says that his research focuses on 

receptors, the molecules in cells 

that act as "locks" and respond to 

hormone and drug "keys." He said 

his current research could have 

applications for developing a new 

class of drugs. "These receptors ba¬ 

sically regulate virtually all physi¬ 

ological processes in our bodies," 

Bob noted. As an example of the 

receptors' role. Bob cited adrena¬ 

line reaching the receptors in heart 

cells and making the heart beat 

stronger and faster. A beta-blocker 

drug can be used to block those re¬ 

ceptors and, therefore, the response 

to adrenaline. "I spent my career 

figuring out what the structure of 

these receptors is," he said. 

When not doing research. Bob 

spends much of his time exercising 

in a well-equipped basement gym. 

There's a history of heart disease 

in his family so he tries to work 

out seven days a week. He is also a 

vegetarian. Bob and his wife, Lynn, 

have five grown children and four 

grandchildren. 

To all of you living on the Gulf 

Coast, your classmates hope that 

Hurricanes Gustav, Ike and any 

others of this season give you wide 

berth. 

Please send news. 

63 
Paul Neshamkin 

1015 Washington St., Apt. 50 

Hoboken, NJ 07030 

pauln@helpauthors.com 

A very beautiful end of summer 

here in the Northeast as I write this, 

but a little too quiet — I haven't 

heard from many of you. Let's con¬ 

tinue the dialog we had at reunion, 

and, for those of you who couldn't 

make it, let us know what you're 

doing. Write me! 

I have the sad duty to inform 

you that Thomas W. Twele died 

on March 20. [See Obituaries.] He 

was a physician in Anniston, Ala. If 

you have memories of Tom, I hope 

you will send them to me so that I 

can share them here. 

Lee Lowenfish writes, "I received 

the handsome Seymour medal from 

the Society for American Baseball 

Research in June at its annual meet¬ 

ing." (Lee told me, "Don't know if 

it is really gold but it is impressively 

heavy") Lee continues, "The Univer¬ 

sity of Nebraska Press will be issuing 

a paperback of the book, Branch 
Rickey: Baseball's Ferocious Gentleman, 
in the spring. I will again be teaching 

the sport history class in Colum¬ 

bia's sports management graduate 

program administered by the School 

of Continuing Education." 

Hemy Black pointed out that 

Robert J. Lefkowitz '62 has been 

awarded the nation's highest honor 

for science, the National Medal of 

Science, for contributions to the bio¬ 

logical sciences, by President Bush. 

Bob is a professor of biochemistry, 

immunology and medicine, and also 

a basic research cardiologist, in the 

Duke Heart Center. He was honored 

for a lifetime of research into under¬ 

standing the largest, most important 

and most therapeutically accessible 

receptor system that controls the 

body's response to drugs and hor¬ 

mones. Henry writes, "Bob started 

with us but graduated in three years. 

He really should win a Nobel Prize 

as well." 

Sid Kadish writes, "After many 

years of receiving brochures from 

the Columbia Alumni Association 

advertising cruises in the Mediter¬ 

ranean, one finally arrived this 

spring that really grabbed me. It 

read 'Journey of Odysseus: Retrac¬ 

ing the Odyssey Through the An¬ 

cient Mediterranean.' I caved when 

the cover of the brochure showed a 

detail from a Greek vase depict¬ 

ing a Siren playing a two homed 

intelligent and well-read people 

who greatly contributed to our 

enjoyment. Columbia people were' 

in the minority. My wife, Helen, and 

I agreed; best trip ever!" 

I received a press release from 

Steve Barcan's law firm, Wilentz, 

Goldman & Spitzer, that he has 

been selected to appear by Cham¬ 
bers USA in its register of America's 

Leading Lawyers for Business. 

Steve is his firm's administrative 

shareholder and past chair of its 

Land Use and Environmental 

Team. He also is the past chair of 

the Land Use Section of the New 

Jersey State Bar Association. 

Mel Gurtov has "retired" 

from the faculty at Portland State 

University but will be a Visiting 

Professor of Political Science at the 

University of Oregon. He writes, 

"I am editor-in-chief of Asian 
Perspective, a quarterly interna¬ 

tional journal, and write on Asian 

and international affairs. But my 

major change is to join with my 

wife, Jodi, in farming our 40 acres 

in Deadwood, Ore. — something I 

have no training for, but fortunate¬ 

ly, she does!" 

Patrick Cary-Bamard has 

posted some videos on YouTube 

about his efforts in Montreal to 

fight artificial turf. He writes, 

"There is actually a family of four 

of these 'Westmount Park Videos' 

up on YouTube, all accessible at 

the user name Pimento3.1 also am 

producing a film, Fennario's War, 
featuring a reading by Canadian 

playwright David Fennario, of a 

Mel Gurtov '63 has retired from the faculty at Port¬ 

land State University but will be a visiting professor 

of political science at the University of Oregon. 

flute before a frustrated Odysseus 

strapped to his mast. 

"The trip was terrific. We had 

four professors, including Richard 

Sacks, an adjunct associate profes¬ 

sor of English and comparative 

literature, and three others: an 

archeologist, an art historian and a 

humanist from the U. of Chicago 

who discussed the tension between 

Plato and Homer. We were back 

in college, but we had wonderful 

field trips in Turkey (Troy), some 

Greek islands, Malta, Sicily and 

even Naples/Pompeii, land of the 

Cyclops. There were no papers and 

no exams. 

"The voyage was on a small 

cruise ship called Corinthian II. 
Food, service and accommoda¬ 

tions were great. The weather was 

invariably sunny, cloudless and 

bright during the last two weeks of 

June. Best of all, our shipmates were 

interested and interesting, bright. 

play for a single actor about WWI." 

I don't know how many of you 

have been experimenting with 

posting videos (or photos) on the 

Internet, but if you have anything 

posted you'd like me to link to 

from our class eNewsletter and 

Web site, www.cc63ers.com, please 

let me know. 

Classmates-Gone-Green Depart¬ 

ment: Bany Reiss, in addition to 

installing solar panels to generate 

his home's electrical needs, has 

owned a ZAP Xebra for more than 

a year. This three-wheel electric 

truck, which seats two, can cruise 

along at 40 mph, and, according to 

Barry, is the perfect car to drive to 

the station or do local shopping. 

No pollution, no cost for gas, just 

charge it up every night. Let's hear 

what you're doing to end depen¬ 

dence on fossil fuels. 

Steve Clineburg is the first to 

respond to my plea for more pho- 
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tos from our 45th reunion. I have 
posted them on the Web site, and 
will gladly post more if you send 
them to me. 

By the time you read this, we 
will be about to start the fifth year 
of our Second Thursday Class of 
'63 lunches at the Columbia Club 
in NYC. So far, more than 40 of 
your classmates have attended, 
and some of the regulars have 
been to more than 30 of them. So 
plan to visit NYC and join us. The 
next gathering is on December 11. 
Check the Web site for details. 

In the meantime, let us know 
what you are up to, how you're 
doing and what's next. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Stella Miele-Zanedis 

mf24l3@columbia.edu 

212-870-2746 

DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 

212-870-2194 

Norman Olch 
233 Broadway 
New York, NY 10279 

norman@nolch.com 

Ivan Weissman performed a true 
good deed by traveling to Ukraine 
and presenting a Torah to the Jew¬ 
ish community there. Ivan writes: 
"I experienced an emotional high 
even greater than a Columbia 
victory over Princeton. Along with 
other members of my synagogue 
(Stephen Wise Free Synagogue in 
Manhattan), I brought a Torah to a 
needy congregation in the emerg¬ 
ing Jewish community in Ukraine. 

"They showed their joy in 
receiving the sacred scroll by sing¬ 
ing and dancing (which we joined 
in). Our congregation had a Torah 
to donate because we're writing a 
new one of our own to celebrate 
our synagogue's 100th anniver¬ 
sary. We completed our trip with 
sightseeing visits to Moscow and 
St. Petersburg. But the highlight 
was seeing people celebrate their 
relatively new religious freedom." 

During the summer, Marty 
Isserlis, an aficionado of three cush¬ 
ion billiards, traveled to Antwerp, 
Belgium, and Flushing, Queens, 
to watch major three cushion bil¬ 
liards tournaments. He also was in 
Chicago for the convention of the 
Jewish Genealogical Society, and 
when not traveling, in his summer 
home in the Berkshires. 

In September, Ira Jaffe traveled 
to New York City from his ranch in 
New Mexico. 

Finally, a personal note. I am 
happy and proud to report that a 
film. The Windmill Movie, written, 
edited and directed by my son, 
Alexander, was accepted into this 
year's New York Film Festival at 

Lincoln Center. Here's the way 
the selection committee describes 
the film: "Richard P. 'Dick' Rog¬ 
ers was a respected filmmaker 
and film teacher. Following his 
death in 2001, his former student 
Alexander Olch began unearthing 
boxes of footage Rogers shot for 
a long-planned autobiography. 
With support from Dick's longtime 
partner, photographer Susan 
Meiselas, Olch has now created 
a moving and provocative work 
that straddles the lines between 
documentary and fiction, life and 
art. A kind of critical autobiogra¬ 
phy that spans Rogers's childhood 
to just days before his death. The 
Windmill Movie is a film about 
class in America (the title refers 
to the family summer home in 
The Hamptons), about film and 
art, and about changing relations 
between men and women. But at 
its heart is its portrait of Dick Rog¬ 
ers, and his quest to create a lasting 
artistic legacy." 

Remember to mark your calen¬ 
dars: the next class reunion (our 
45th) will be held from Thursday, 
June 4-Sunday, June 7. 

Leonard B. Pack 
924 West End Ave. 
New York, NY 10025 

packlb@aol.com 

Jim Carifio is professor of learning 
and instruction at the Graduate 
School of Education, University 
of Massachusetts, Lowell. Jim is 
"going strong (and actually pick¬ 
ing up speed) with no plans for 
retirement. As anyone who knew 
me would suspect or express no 
surprise to hear, I am now a nation¬ 
al expert on bullshit." By this, Jim 
means that he recently published 
an article, "Inciting Striving Speech 
(i.e., BS) and Imperfect Dialogi¬ 
cal Exchanges is exactly what is 
needed in Higher Education 
Today" (www.scipub.org/fulltext/ 
jss/jss4168-74.pdf). Jim's article 
was inspired by Harry Frankfurt's 
recent book. On Bullshit, which 
initiated a movement to eliminate 
BS from our culture and class¬ 
rooms. Jim's article argues that BS 
and BS-ing are critical components 
to social and intellectual develop¬ 
ment and that both are something 
that we want to increase in higher 
education right now as opposed 
to the current and past misguided 
efforts to eliminate them. 

Jim's paper cites Mark Carnes 
and his article, "Inciting Speech." 
Writes Jim, "Carnes, by the way, 
teaches at Barnard and is a treasure 
and inspiration. I have a major 
methodological article coming out 
in the British Journal of Education 
soon (will give all of my pre-med 
buddies a big laugh), and I have 

been active in a variety of research 
projects, including developing a 
free national database of healthcare 
information (www.ucompare 
healthcare.com). I'm agonizing 
over finishing yet another book, 
which is a great strategy for avoid¬ 
ing having a life (i.e., being dumb 
enough to get involved in writing 
one — double entendre intended)." 

Gerry Cohn writes "I've been 
meaning to pass along some news 
for Class Notes for at least 10 years. 
Don't ask. My wife, Cara, and I are 
by now the proud processors of 
two married sons, and compli¬ 
ments of Joseph, the older, four 
grandchildren — one granddaugh¬ 
ter followed by three grandsons, 
the youngest bom about six 
months ago. We were able to get 
them all in the same place, along 
with our daughter, on July 13 at the 
wedding of our second son, Darrell 
'97, a biology major. The bride and 
groom made all arrangements 
themselves, including having the 
wedding at an 'in' nightclub at 11 
a.m. I suspect this would make 
sense to anyone who knew me at 
Columbia — he's a little like me. 

"We've been supporting 
ourselves with our own technical 
consulting business since I 'retired' 
from industry 15 years ago. The 
main practice is in applied physics 
and instrumentation, but a lot of 
it involves event analysis and re¬ 
construction for attorneys: vehicle 
collisions, product malfunction, 
personal injury, all sorts of stuff. 
It can be off-the-wall-ish at times 
— how fast can a person throw a 
beer bottle, how did an ophthalmic 
surgeon shoot his eyes out with a 
razor, which vehicle was at fault 
in an interaction between two 
school buses and so forth. It can 
also get impossible, as in, how do 
we design a system to measure the 
length of a part whose surfaces are 
rougher than the desired resolution 
of measurement? Dull it isn't, that's 
for sure. I enjoy hearing from class¬ 
mates who deal with issues like 
this, enough so that I will handle 
their cases at a discount. In fact. I'd 
enjoy hearing from classmates. Try 
my office, 847-869-3640." 

At my request, Gerry pro¬ 
vided more information about 
his children. Darrell "spent the 
year before Columbia studying in 
Israel — do I ever wish there were 
programs like that when I finished 
high school. He became active in 
Jewish student activities and the 
Friday evening before gradua¬ 
tion he hosted, along with a crew 

of friends, a Shabbat dinner for 
about 150 of his closest friends. I 
have to admit it, he's got style. 

"As long as I'm carrying on 
about Darrell, let me mention the 
other two also. Our oldest, Joseph, 
graduated with honors from 
University of Illinois in 1992 in 
biology. He started graduate school 
in molecular biology at Brandeis 

but quickly decided he didn't like 
molecular biology and switched to 
behavioral neurobiology. As I un¬ 
derstand it, that's the study of how 
the brain controls and directs the 
body's responses to stimuli — and 
that he liked. He even got a day in 
Houston to fly on 'arcs' abroad the 
Navy's 'Vomit Comet' — don't ask 
about that either. 

When Joseph finished his Ph.D., 
he started a post-doc at the Univer¬ 
sity of Central Florida but found 
that to be not his style. That's when 
I suggested he might get a job, 
which he didn't think was funny 
at all. The end of that was that he 
entered a Navy program for new 
M.D.s and Ph.D.s to qualify them 
for aviation psychology. That 
sounded good, and it was. After six 
weeks of officer training — how 
to salute, close order drill, how to 
bivouac, and so on, Joseph went 
on to Pensacola NAS to learn how 
to fly. He did, too — standard 
propulsion, helicopters and prob¬ 
ably other stuff he didn't tell us. 
He also was trained in the use of 
ejection seats, aircraft instruments 
(I do remember one particular late 
night call asking how an altimeter 
works), survival training and 
more. So now he's Lt. Cmdr elder 
son, USN, Ph.D. 

"Our third is our only daughter, 
Elana. She graduated from Loyola- 
Chicago in 1998 with a communi¬ 
cations major. She quickly wound 
up in restaurant management, first 
as a hostess and soon as a manager 
— she orders everything day by 
day, sets menus and arranges work 
schedules, and she does it very 
well. We've seen her at work, and 
she's really terrific. The owners 
have told us they have no concern 
when she's in charge. The restau¬ 
rant, The West Towne Tavern, is 
just west of the Lincoln Park, Ill., 
area — it's received fine reviews, 
so if any of our fellow alumni want 
to stop in maybe they could ask for 
'Elana the manager' and identify 
themselves. 

"We have started two com¬ 
panies here: CyberTech Applied 
Science, for mostly measurement 
instrumentation and applied phys- 

Gordon Cook '65 is self-employed, in his 17th year 

of The COOK Report on Internet Protocol. 
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Four alumni got together on July 19 for another of their annual summer 
26-mile FOGW (Four Old Guys Walking) events. Here, Mark Schlesinger 
'67 (left) and Stan Adelman '67 refueled at the Church and Main 
restaurant in Canajoharie, N.Y. This year the walk went alongside the 
Erie Canal from Little Falls to Canajoharie, with a few side jaunts to fill 
out the requisite mileage. Not shown are the other participants, Steve 
Bachenheimer '68E and Dan Carlinsky '65, '66J. 

PHOTO: ANNE SCHLESINGER 

ics/ optics projects (www.expert 

sdence.com); and Applied Science 

and Communication, for legal and 

insurance analysis projects (www. 

legal-sdence.com). We'll turn 

around a quote and a proposed 

work outline for Columbia alumni 

in two days or less. 

"Although I did not intend to 

get CyberTech into manufacturing, 

we have partnered with Radon and 

Mold Testing of West Chicago to 

design, prototype, test (successfully) 

and now manufacture a low-cost, 

high-sensitivity radon gas detedor 

for home use in the consumer 

marker. Visit wwwmonitorradon. 

com for details." 

Gordon Cook is self employed, 

in his 17th year of The COOK Report 
on Internet Protocol. Gordon sent me 

links to the report (www.cook 

report.com). He loves photography, 

and a bunch of his "pretty decent 

images" can be seen at http: / / pix. 

giph.com / main.php / v / Artists / 

gordon. Gordon writes of his love 

for Russian music. "Would like to 

meet Richard Taruskin and show 

him http: / / pix.giph.com / main, 

php / v / Artists / gordon / Russia / 

Performingarts." 

Gordon "did a Ph.D. in Rus¬ 

sian history at Duke, 1972, and 

taught at a small Georgia college 

from 1972-75. When the posi¬ 

tion was abolished, I had to start 

over again, career-wise, due to 

probably 100 Ph.D.s in search of 

every teaching position. Having 

to find work in the 'real world' 

is one reason that I have lived in 

the same house for 32 years and 

even before the tech bust in 2000, 

what traveling I have done was by 

convincing Internet-related people 

to bring me to distant lands to talk 

or research. A dissident at heart, 

I hope I live long enough to see 

some of the damage of the Bush 

years undone. Ron Suskind '83J's 

The Way of the World gives reason 

for some hope." 

I reached Mike Cook while he 

was on vacation in Dutchess Coun¬ 

ty, N.Y. "Vacation with the boys and 

wife Roberta. Despite hostilities 

in Georgia and Russia, Jonathan 

(Georgia) and Alexander (Russia) 

get along, having traveled five 

hours together on the bus back from 

camp yesterday. We'll spare you the 

details on the virtues and innocence 

of 11- and 12-year-old boys. 

"Managing to spend time on 

pro bono bankruptcy projects for 

indigent consumer debtors [Mike 

heads the bankruptcy practice 

of Schulte, Roth & Zabel in New 

York City]. Helped found the New 

York City Bankruptcy Assistance 

Project (NYCBAP) three years ago, 

a not-for-profit funded exclusively 

by the city's private bar. After three 

years on this project, the American 

College of Bankruptcy drafted me 

to head its pro-bono committee. 

Among other things, we are trying 

to replicate NYCBAP in other cities 

(e.g., Wilmington and St. Louis). 

Satisfying." 

Careful readers will realize that, 

notwithstanding the marvelous 

diversity of the submissions, the 

name of every classmate this 

month begins with the letter "C." 

That's because I've contacted all of 

the Cs for this issue. Depending on 

your name, I will be pestering you 

for news sometime within the next 

few years. If you can't stand the 

suspense, please volunteer some 

news, and I will put you on my 

exemption list. 

Stuart Berkman 

Rua Mello Franco, 580 

Teresopolis, Rio de Janeiro 

25960-531 Brasil 

smbl02@columbia.edu 

Mark Cox sent us some news re¬ 

cently: "My wife, Emily, and I con¬ 

tinue to live in the same house in 

Richmond, Va. Since retiring from 

Dominion Virginia Power, I have 

become active in Virginia Opera 

and am president. The opera per¬ 

forms in Norfolk, Richmond and 

Fairfax and does four productions 

per season — nine performances 

of each production. Our annual 

budget is $6-$7 million, which 

makes Virginia Opera the largest 

performing arts organization in 

the Commonwealth. This has kept 

me pretty busy. Before becoming 

president, I was treasurer and then 

v.p. We also have done a bit of trav¬ 

eling ... Our last trip was to Venice 

last December to see Turandot at 

Teatro LaFenice. The lady who 

was singing the role of Turandot 

got her start with Virginia Opera 

several years ago." Mark's e-mail is 

m.markcox@comcast.net. 

Here's what we received from 

John Burrows this summer: 

"Writing to you and reflecting on 

our past reminds me of singing 

Judy Collins' 'Who Knows Where 

the Time Goes' in The Postcrypt 

at school. In a nutshell: My son, 

Aaron, has opened his own gas¬ 

troenterology practice in Denver. 

My oldest daughter, Jessica, has 

followed him to the outdoor capi¬ 

tal of the world and is physician's 

assistant in orthopedic surgery. 

"Amanda, my youngest, works 

at McLean Hospital in Massachu¬ 

setts with patients with obsessive- 

compulsive disorder, prepping her 

resume for grad school. I continue 

to pull back the foreskin of real 

estate and lead The Cocabanana 

Band in performing Caribbean 

rock on a Latin backbeat. If anyone 

wants to see and hear what this 

eclectic mix sounds like, we're at 

www.cocabananaband.com. Jo- 

Ann and I live in Worcester Mass., 

with Krystal, Nikki and Portia, our 

two cats and Shih Tzu puppy. 

Michael Garrett has joined 

Executive Coaching Group, a firm 

devoted to, as the more astute 

among you might possibly guess, 

coaching executives. He writes, "I 

am delighted to forward to you 

the announcement of my joining 

this distinguished firm, where I 

will be focusing on what has been 

an essential component of my 

professional and volunteer activi¬ 

ties for as long as I can remember 

— contributing to the success of ex¬ 

ecutives through coaching. I invite 

you to visit our Web site, www. 

executivecoachgroup.com, and 

to contact me with questions and 

opportunities to avail yourselves 

and those in your organization of 

the benefits of executive coaching." 

Mike writes to us from Park Slope, 

in Brooklyn. His e-mail is mgarrett@ 

executivecoachgroup.com. 

We have been informed of the 

passing of Robert D. Caldwell, a 

publishing executive, in San Anto¬ 

nio, Texas, on July 10. 

67 
Albert Zonana 

425 Arundel Rd. 

Goleta, CA 93117 

azl64@columbia.edu 

Stan Adelman recently joined the 

faculty at Albany Law School. Mark 

Schlesinger is beginning his fourth 

year as associate v.p. of the Univer¬ 

sity of Massachusetts system. Both 

joined Steve Bachenheimer '68E, 

director of Hatch Associates Con¬ 

sulting in Pittsburgh, and freelance 

journalist and author Dan Carlinsky 

'65, '66J, in their annual FOGW 

(Four Old Guys Walking) event. 

The four alumni of The Cleverest 

Band in the World carry out a 26- 

mile trek at a different location each 

summer. This year they marched 

alongside the Erie Canal from Little 

Falls to Canajoharie, N.Y., adding a 

few side jaunts to fill out the requi¬ 

site mileage. [See photo.] 

There's really no need for our 

class to insist on being the "most 

reclusive." We can easily refuse 

that honor. Do write. 

Arthur Spector 

271 Central Park West 

New York, NY 10024 

abszzzz@aol.com 

The Columbia football season is 

under way, and I know I will see 

many of our classmates at games, 

as has been the case through the 

years. Ira McCown was looking 

forward to the season and had a 

belief that some of the first-years 

will have an impact on this team. I 

suspect coach Norries Wilson will 

have an Ivy championship in a few 

years. Columbia athletics are surely 

on the rise — basketball should be 

better than last year. 

Ira reported sadly that his dear 

friend, Anne, passed away in July 

unexpectedly. I met Anne — a 

delightful woman — and she was 

becoming, as Ira reported (and I 

noticed), a Columbia fan too. Ira 

added, "The highlight of the sum¬ 

mer was our class reunion, which 

I thought was simply spectacular. 

Belated thanks for the book of 

poetry by David Shapiro." 

You're welcome, and I was sorry 

to hear your news. 

Ira also reported, "I am busy 

getting ready for the Christmas 

season with the business that Anne 
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and I started about a year ago, an 

eBay store called Great Swag. I also 

am launching a companion Web 

site, ezbuynshop.com, that will 

likewise feature fashion accessories 

and electronics." 

Good luck, and let us know more. 

There is good news out there, 

too, with Vickie and Paul de Bary 

celebrating their 40th wedding 

anniversary in Paris. Paul and I 

had a cup of coffee before he left 

for Paris, where I am sure they are 

testing out the red wines. He sent a 

note: "Been sitting in an apartment 

two blocks from the old Herald 
Tribune offices reading Art Buch- 

wald's memoirs of living in Paris 

in the '60s. Then venturing forth to 

experience the Paris of today. It's 

an interesting contrast. 

"The French haven't changed 

that much. Neither have the 

Americans, really. Buchwald points 

out that the French don't like 

anything, even each other, so why 

should they like us? 

"But they did... and they still 

do, in their way. 

"All the Frenchmen here think 

that by bending our ears off they 

can get Obama elected and the 

United States will leave Iraq. This is 

because they think that the U.S. is 

the same size as France (although of 

course not as important), and that 

half of the Americans are in Paris. 

"I hate to talk politics, so I tell 

them that all they need to do to 

keep the U.S. out of the Middle 

East is send more troops to Af¬ 

ghanistan. Then we can talk about 

things that I like, such as wine, 

women and song." 

Seth Weinstein sent me a 

note: "I have been thinking that 

it was a wonderful and interest¬ 

ing summer, starting with our 

wonderful reunion in the spring. 

I enjoyed catching up with good 

friends from across tire country 

and around the world who came 

back for our 40th in Momingside 

Heights. In the weeks after tire re¬ 

union I had the pleasure of getting 

together with several classmates 

and their families. Especially enjoy¬ 

able was an evening of theater with 

Buzz Zucker and his beautiful 

daughter and granddaughter. 

"As usual, I split the season be¬ 

tween Central Park West and Con¬ 

necticut but I am finding that I am 

spending much more time in town 

than in the country even on July 

and August weekends. Even with 

Manhattan overrun with European 

and Asian tourists taking advantage 

of the weak dollar, the museums 

and galleries are more relaxed, 

and tike park is a joy! I guess that 

my love for Manhattan has grown 

through the years. What a wonder¬ 

ful opportunity we all had to enjoy 

Manhattan all those decades ago. It 

is one of the things, along with the 

Core and the University faculty, that 

made Columbia University in the 

City of New York so very special 

then and now. 

"About five days a week I bike, 

early in the morning or late in the 

evening; along the Hudson to the 

George Washington Bridge and 

think of my Columbia years when 

I jogged along that same trail from 

116th Street down to 72nd Street 

and back. Now I take my trail bike 

from 59th to the bridge — enjoy¬ 

ing the light on the water and the 

cooler-than-midtown air. The sum¬ 

mer started with the reunion and 

seemed to be ending with the start 

of Columbia football, where I will 

join Arthur Spector and Paul de 

Baty, among others, at the games. 

I look forward to our next reunion 

and many summers with old and 

dear friends from Columbia." 

I hear from Bob Carlson regularly, 

and he sends wondrous pictures from 

Sitka, Alaska, as well as one with 

his wife, Susan, holding a Columbia 

coffee mug from the reunion. You 

see, Alaska has a Columbia Cup, and 

Bob's governor is an outdoors person 

too. I suspect I should be careful how 

I describe Sarah Palin. 

George Ting sent a new e-mail 

address. It was great to see him 

at the reunion, but I was going 

through a mini-crisis and didn't get 

a chance to chat much with any¬ 

one. George, any chance you will 

be in New York anytime soon? Are 

you in Tokyo now or in California? 

Can I distribute the e-mail address? 

I received an e-mail from Jay 

Mitchell, from Aliso Viejo, Calif., 

regarding his Web site develop¬ 

ment business. Jay reports that he 

has found his "inner geek," and 

if anyone is looking for help for a 

Web site, new or existing, contact 

him at mitchell@jaymitchell.com. 

I trust I have this right. Jay. 

I recently found my inner Greek. 

I seemed to have picked up an 

additional letter... one more than 

you. Good luck with your venture. 

I might add people are invited to 

check Jay's Web site, www.site-for- 

sore-eyes.com, and I will, too. 

Henry Welt asked how I am do¬ 

ing. When Bear Steams imploded, 

I moved on to a new public finance 

group, continuing my efforts work¬ 

ing across the country. I am quite 

happy at work and will report 

more details in a future column. 

My son will graduate this fall 

from Columbia, having taken a 

semester off to be in Austin. When 

I spoke to him recently, I was 

advised about some fraternity 

party and that he would be back 

to me. Sounds like his final year is 

going as it should, with some fun. 

His sister (Class of '06) has been 

editing a book and thinking about 

graduate school. 

My summer was the best one 

I have had in an eternity — good 

times at the beach in Southampton 

and good times in the country. I 

love Saratoga in the summertime, 

though I enjoy it in the winter, too. 

I received a nice note from Paul 

Brosnan, whose daughter had 

been a page for Rep. Tom Davis 

(R-Va.) and had spent a year in 

Germany as an exchange student; 

she now is fluent in German and 

is off to Gordon College as an A.J. 

Scholar. Paul said he enjoyed the 

reunion though wished a few more 

of his closest pals had come. 

Paul, we will get them next time, 

and I hope to see you at a football 

game. Glad the baseball team met 

your standards this past year. I 

wonder if they can repeat as Ivy 

champions? 

I heard from Mark Lebwohl '74, 

who was to be in Cleveland with 

Ken Tomecki — two prominent 

doctors sharing Columbia stories (I 

gather Ken invited Mark to speak 

at the Cleveland Clinic). 

Finally, I received a note from 

Greg Winn, who said he was feel¬ 

ing OK and that he was looking 

forward to continued success on 

the golf course. 

I hope to hear more from you, 

and I will do some e-mailing so 

we can get reports from Idaho 

and Hong Kong and Italy and 

Paris and Ann Arbor and Madison 

and New Orleans. I hope George 

Bernstein and Tulane weathered 

the last storm well. Billy Parmer 

owes us a report on what is going 

on in sunny California. 

All the best to the class — and I 

hope there is good news on its way. 
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As this issue was going to press, 

a photo of Judd Gregg (R-N.H.; 

senior senator) ail by himselt 

appeared on the front page of the 

September 28 New York Times, and 

Judd was all over the television 

news, reflecting his designation as 

the Senate Republican negotiating 

the bailout package with the Con¬ 

gressional Democrats. Hopefully 

(really, hopefully), the economy 

will be stabilized when this issue 

reaches you. 

Jack Schachner reports, "I have 

been reading these columns for 39 

years and, with a little help from 

Michael Oberman at and since this 

year's graduation, have decided 

to let all of you know what I've 

been doing. I crossed Amsterdam 

Avenue after College and spent the 

next three years at the Law School. 

I then did a two-year clerkship in 

an intermediate appellate court 

in Rochester, N.Y., before moving 

back to Westchester to take a job in 

IBM's legal department. I worked 

with John Marwell and won a 

tennis tournament there with him. 

I worked in private practice for six 

years before returning to the N.Y. 

state court system as a law clerk in 

the Supreme Court. I have spent 

the last 10 years as a court attorney 

referee in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 

handling only matrimonial matters 

for the past seven years. My strong 

preference is to settle every case re¬ 

ferred to me, having accomplished 

that goal in close to 880 of the 890 

matters appearing before me. 

"I recently celebrated my 25th 

anniversary with my wife, Clau¬ 

dia, a freelance photographer. We 

live on a 50-foot wide stream in 

the Hudson Valley, about 75 miles 

north of New York City. Our son 

graduated from the College this 

May, having accumulated 168 cred¬ 

its (not counting his AP credits) as 

a dual major in English and an¬ 

thropology. He reads faster than I 

think. His first-year roommate was 

Jerry Avom's son, Andrew, a re¬ 

markable coincidence. Our daugh¬ 

ter is beginning her second year at 

Syracuse. She is a member of the 

coed cheerleading team, so I go to 

all the home football and basket¬ 

ball games to see her in action. Our 

2-year-old Golden Retriever keeps 

me calm and in good shape, walk¬ 

ing all over creation with him. Our 

hobbies include traveling (Kenya, 

the Galapagos Islands, Iceland, 

Norway), hiking and listening to 

music (jazz and rock) locally and 

in the city. I regularly play tennis 

and pickle ball (a Wiffle Ball and 

racquet doubles game on half a 

tennis court) and fiddle with golf. I 

have a 1930 Dodge Business Coupe 

and a 1951 Ford pickup truck with 

little time to devote to either these 

days. My mother didn't make me 

throw away my baseball cards, so 

I still have them, having been quite 

good at flipping them. 

"This country's political scene 

will never cease to amaze me. 

I have fond recollections of my 

days at Columbia and enjoyed the 

opportunities I had to return to 

campus regularly during my son's 

four years there. Moses Hadas 

was the most amazing professor I 

encountered; I was lucky enough 

to get him to let me take his Lit 

Hum class the semester before he 
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died. The basketball team's success 

was enjoyable. I am in contact with 

David Borenstein, my roommate 

for three years. I wonder where the 

years have gone and try to use my 

time wisely." 

Michael Braudy writes: "During 

the past 35 years, I have been teach¬ 

ing meditation trainings in self¬ 

development at Arica Institute, and 

Tai Chi with the School of T'ai Chi 

Chuan, for exercise and its health 

benefits. My newest direction in 

music is giving sessions and work¬ 

shops using music for calmness and 

stress reduction. I perform as a vio¬ 

linist and give workshops on music 

and stress reduction. I continue, 

for the fourth year this fall, to train 

nurses on medical software in New 

York City public schools. 

"In past years, I have taught 

computer science on the faculty 

of Pace and written software, in¬ 

cluding a program for musicians. 

Ultimate Pitch: Practical Assistance 

for Pitch Perfection. In response to 

a letter about the software, listen¬ 

ing to Ravi Shankar in college and 

studying Indian violin, Yehudi 

Menuhin urged me to expand it to 

Indian ragas. Right now, however, 

my energy is more focused on 

performing — ragas, solo Bach 

and Celtic music — and giving 

workshops. Winter and spring for 

me were filled with music. 

"In March, I returned from a 

two-month tour in India, where 

I gave four concerts, played for a 

girls' school in Pondicherry and 

led 'music and meditation' stress- 

reduction sessions for a company's 

employees in Mumbai and Pune. 

On April 51 played at the Kripalu 

Center for Yoga & Health in Lenox, 

Mass. In it, I included this concert 

announcement: 'A Musical Eve¬ 

ning of Meditations & Rhythms 

by Michael Braudy, Violin with 

Emiliano Valerio, Tabla & Guitar.' 

The juxtaposition of playful, soul¬ 

ful Celtic music with the preci¬ 

sion of Bach and the meditative 

qualities of Indian ragas weaves 

a rich tapestry of cross-cultural 

themes and rhythms. This unique 

combination of traditions promises 

peace, joy and relaxation. 

"I recorded CDs for music and 

health while in India — Vriddhi (Ra¬ 
gas for Growth) and Awakening Peace 
(Healing Ragas for the World). My 

Web site is wwwmichaelbraudy. 

com. The recent experience of pre¬ 

senting to an American company 

in India motivated me to start 

looking for a corporation here to 

present these kinds of sessions. The 

workshop takes participants into 

a meditative state in the silences 

between exercises. A session com¬ 

prises listening to Indian music on 

my violin and voice, singing Indian 

vocals from ragas and doing West¬ 

ern vocalizations, while noticing 

changes inbreathing and awareness 

in the body, emotions and mind. 

"I am excited about our 40th re¬ 

union and look forward to sharing 

life experiences and current activi¬ 

ties with others. I want to remem¬ 

ber together one teacher who stays 

in my heart. His name is Samuel 

Coleman, and he taught Humani¬ 

ties or Contemporary Civilization 

in my freshman year. I recall his 

gentleness and compassion. What 

a difference a teacher can make 

to a student. I read that he died 

recently, and hope he realized the 

impression he made in a world so 

in need of love and peace." 

Directors & Boards magazine, for 

which Hoffer Kaback has been the 

lead columnist for more than 10 

years, commemorated that anniver¬ 

sary recently with a retrospective. 

It noted Nora Ephron's observation 

that "Being a columnist is like being 

married to a nymphomaniac. Every 

time you think you're through, 

you have to start all over again." 

Hoffer's been a director of three 

public companies (two NYSE, one 

OTC) and is the only American 

member of the Advisory Board for 

the Conference Board of Canada 

National Awards in Governance. 

His writing has been published in 

The Wall Street Journal, The Account¬ 
ing Review, The Conference Board Re¬ 
view, America West Airlines Magazine 
and elsewhere. Over several years, 

Hoffer has conducted interviews/ 

conversations with former Fed 

Chairman Paul Volcker, Felix 

Rohatyn, Dennis Kozlowski of Tyco 

(!), public relations sage Gershon 

Kekst, Bruce Wasserstein and many 

others. He adds that "it would be 

good to have a show like Charlie 

Rose's" but no one has yet offered 

that to him (though in 1987 he did a 

nationally televised commercial for 

the Sterling car). 

From Jim Alloy: "I am now 

officially in retirement as a school 

administrator. After retiring as the 

assistant superintendent for human 

resources in the Bedford (N.Y.) Cen¬ 

tral School District in 2004,1 was 

the interim HR administrator in 

the Harrison (N.Y.) School District 

for two years and then the Byram 

Hills School District in Armonk, 

N.Y., for two years. I am now going 

to devote my time to tennis (I play 

twice weekly with Phil Arbolino 

'68, among others), and rooting for 

the Columbia Lions, especially on 

the gridiron, basketball court and 

baseball field with good friends 

from the Class of 1970. My wife, 

Bonnie, and I expect to spend much 

of our winter in Amelia Island, Fla., 

away from the cold weather. 

"In October, I went to the Colum¬ 

bia University Athletics Hall of 

Fame induction dinner to help hon¬ 

or Marty Domres. Marty was one 

of the most talented football athletes 

in modem Columbia history. Along 

with my old roommates. Max 

Carey and Rick Rose, we were [at 

this writing] hoping to be joined by 

others from our generation of Co¬ 

lumbia alums who played with or 

saw Marty during his three varsity 

years. I played behind him on our 

freshmen team, played on the scout 

team known then as the 'Gashouse 

Gang' during our sophomore 

year and then played lightweight 

football in my junior year. We were 

hoping to get Ronnie Rosenblatt to 

come in from Des Moines to retell 

the tale of his almost spectacular 86- 

yard touchdown in the lightweight 

game against Rutgers in fall 1967. 

"As a loyal Columbia baseball 

fan, I was so proud of our 2008 

Lions, who won their first Ivy 

championship in many years [see 

July/August]. Coach Brett Boretti 

has developed an outstanding 

program, and his players are well 

coached and talented. On the last 

weekend of the season at the base¬ 

ball Homecoming game, several 

of us who played on the 1968 team 

came to meet and cheer on the 

Lions. This annual event has really 

become a wonderful opportunity 

to see old friends from our days on 

the diamond. I am looking forward 

to seeing many of you at the 40th 

reunion this spring. For now, go 

Lions!" 

David Arnold writes: "I began 

my 40th year as an educator and 

can boast of having a dream of a 

job in my role as the head of a most 

remarkable independent school for 

130 young men, George Jackson 

Academy. While I have taught 

and been an administrator in both 

humble surroundings (The Bergen 

School in Jersey City, N.J.) and 

schools with national reputations 

(The Dalton School) on the East 

and West Coasts, my flight into 

fantasy could never have conjured 

up a place like GJA. Here, for the 

past four years, I have had the 

pleasure and privilege of working 

with talented inner-city boys from 

less-advantaged backgrounds and 

making a difference in their lives. 

Our first two graduating classes 

have gone on to the most selective 

high schools in the country and, 

were it not for the preparation they 

received at GJA, they might have 

simply been relegated to oblivion. 

"The mission of GJA came from 

its visionary founder, Brother Brian 

Carty, who noticed, with each pas¬ 

sing year at his own school, De La 

Salle Academy, fewer and fewer 

boys applying to his sixth grade. In 

his mind it became all too clear that 

a school, similar to his own, but 

for boys, needed to be created that 

would catch those Tost boys' at 

an earlier age before they became 

disaffected from formal schooling. 

Thus, GJA opened its doors in 2003 

to its first fourth- and fifth-graders. 

Those same boys went on to 

such places as The Lawrenceville 

School, The Hotchkiss School, 

The Peddie School, Episcopal H.S. 

(Virginia), George School, Kent 

School, Concord Academy, Suffield 

Academy, Trinity School, Riverdale 

Academy, The Dalton School, 

Friends Seminary, The Packer 

Collegiate Institute and Brooklyn 

Friends School. 

"Because I have the opportunity 

to think about what really matters 

in the education of these wonder¬ 

ful boys (without the attendant 

nonsense that one so often obtains 

in today's private schools), I have 

truly come home to what I envi¬ 

sioned my calling as a teacher to 

be in 1969. Since the school is inde¬ 

pendent, we receive little assistance 

from the federal or state govern¬ 

ments. Instead, we are completely 

driven by fundraising. It costs us 

approximately $13,000 to sponsor 

a student at the school, and we are 

one of the only schools in the coun¬ 

try that is authentically need-blind 

in its admissions policy. I would 

love to have my fellow alums come 

to visit this magical oasis of hope 

located at 104 St. Mark's PI. in the 

East Village to see firsthand how 

the dreams that so many of us 

entertained for this country in 1969 

can become a reality in 2008. Or 

visit www.gjacademy.org." 
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Peter N. Stevens 

180 Riverside Dr., Apt. 9A 

New York, NY 10024 

peter.n.stevens@gsk.com 

I recall that one of our first class¬ 

mates I met upon my arrival on 

campus in September 1966 (apart 

from my football teammates, who 

arrived on campus a week early 

to start practice) was Ed Rutan. 

Ed and I had the distinction of 

securing part-time jobs with the 

Registrar's Office helping to 

process course registrations and 

tuition payments. The pay barely 

covered beer, but we appreciated 

the opportunity to earn the extra 

money. So it was great to hear from 

Ed this summer when he filed 

this report: "I'm in my sixth year 

as the city attorney for Salt Lake 

City, Utah. I was appointed in 2002 

by then-mayor Rocky Anderson, 

who has gotten national press for 

his 'green' initiatives and the anti¬ 

war demonstrations he led when 

President Bush came to town. I 

was reappointed in January by the 

new mayor, Ralph Becker, who 

also has a cutting-edge agenda, 

which makes the legal practice a 

lot of fun. I've enjoyed negotiating 

deals with Alan Sullivan '69 and 

often dine with Bob Anderson '60. 

We built our dream home in Park 
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City in 2003 and are doing a good 

job of living happily ever after, 

skiing in the winter and hiking in 

the summer. Turning 60 in June 

has been a nonevent. We had a 

great family get-together (wife, 

Lynne, sons, Chris and Matt, and 

daughter-in-law, Celia) in Moab to 

celebrate, but just the other day I 

had to remind myself that I'm actu¬ 

ally 60 now." 

Jack Probolus and Bill Longa 

continue their long-distance friend¬ 

ship, dating back to their days 

rowing with the heavyweight crew. 

Jack remains in the Boston area, 

while Bill continues to reside in the 

New York metropolitan area. When 

not rowing the River Charles, Jack 

continues his career in the insur¬ 

ance industry. Bill continues in the 

pharmaceutical world, providing 

legal counsel to Pfizer in its New 

York headquarters and Connecticut 

research facility. Jack and Bill hosted 

a tailgate party before the Yale game 

at the Yale Bowl on November 1 

and will host another before the 

Brown game in Providence on 

Saturday, November 22. If you 

are hungry or thirsty and wearing 

Columbia garb, you will be wel¬ 

come. Just look for the two tall guys 

wearing Columbia baseball hats 

with interlocking arrows (they are 

actually oars) crisscrossing the light 

blue capital "C" on the brim. 

Dennis Graham Department: 

Dennis, a more talented version 

and look-alike of George W. Bush 

impersonator Frank Caliendo, trav¬ 

eled with his long-suffering wife, 

Ginny, to Las Vegas for a family 

wedding. While there, they visited 

with Ken "Deano" Alexander 

and his wife, Carol. If my memory 

serves me correctly, Kenny and 

Carol soon will celebrate their 40th 

anniversary. (Wow and gulp!) Ac¬ 

cording to Dennis, Deano is in fine 

health, doing well and enduring the 

desert climate from his beautiful 

home overlooking the 15th fairway 

of Deano's local country club. For 

those of you who are privileged 

enough to be on Dennis' e-mail list, 

you'll note that Dennis now refers 

to himself as "the King of Home¬ 

coming and the greatest living 

Beta." It seems that Dennis doesn't 

spend much time (like Ed Rutan) 

ruminating about the fact that he 

is 60. Terry Sweeney, the Cheech 

to Graham's Chong, continues to 

provide legal counsel to the bank¬ 

ing industry. Terry recently moved 

over to the German bank Aareal 

Capital AG from Commerzbank 

and continues to work in Manhat¬ 

tan. Chuck Caniff continues as 

v.p. and general counsel of Shands 

Jacksonville, a teaching hospital 

affiliated with the University of 

Florida College of Medicine. Chuck 

now has more than 30 years of 

service in the healthcare industry. 

This interest may well stem from 

Chuck's intense zeal for St Luke's 

nurses back in the day. 

Next time you visit campus, 

take a stroll up to 125th Street 

and beyond and get a look at the 

positive transformation of this 

neighborhood. It is truly a wonder¬ 

ful New York story. And when 

Columbia succeeds in expanding 

the campus up to this new, vibrant 

and exciting New York neighbor¬ 

hood, it will become a wonder¬ 

ful Columbia story, too. And, of 

course, go Lions! 

that Mailer's political journalism 

of 1967 and '68 was wonderfully 

nuanced and sophisticated, even if 

not wonderfully enough." 

The "Up Front" section of 

that Book Review, with a short 

profile of Paul, notes, "Berman, a 

self-described 'earnest member of 

Students for a Democratic Society, 

antiwar stalwart, Columbia build¬ 

ing-occupier and so forth,' would 

seem ideally suited to the return 

trip to Chicago ['68 democratic con¬ 

vention, which Mailer wrote of in 

of History at Princeton, gave the 

Herbert Lehman Lecture at Colum¬ 

bia this fall. Co-sponsored by the 

Friends of the Columbia Libraries 

and the Herbert H. Lehman Center 

for American History, Sean spoke 

on "Some Afterthoughts on tire 

Age of Reagan." After graduation, 

he spent two years at Oxford, then 

received a Ph.D. in history from 

Yale. Sean's latest book. The Age of 
Reagan: A History, 1974-2008, was 

published in May. 

And finally, just across the GW 

Jim Shaw 

139 North 22nd St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

jes200@columbia.edu 

Some New York Times recent appear¬ 

ances, among probably others. These 

were from my reading. If you have 

media references (or other news) 

about yourself or classmates, send 

it along. 

"Russian Gang Infecting PC 

Networks in Vast Scheme," August 

6: "One of the unique aspects of the 

malicious software [Coreflood] is that 

it captures screen information in addi¬ 

tion to passwords, according to Mark 

Seiden, a veteran computer security 

engineer. That makes it possible for 

gang members to see information like 

bank balances without having to log 

in to stolen accounts." 

Paul Berman's essay "Mailer's 

Great American Meltdown," in 

the Times Sunday Book Review, 
August 24, is an intriguing analysis 

of Norman Mailer's developing 

viewpoints. 

Noting the apparent incon¬ 

sistency of an anti-Communist 

anti-war Mailer, Paul notes that 

Mailer's "larger prognostication 

turns out to have been 80 percent 

brilliant. Mailer prophesied that 

Communism, based on its inbuilt 

inadequacies, was going to col¬ 

lapse. There was no reason to go to 

war against it. His analysis would 

loom today as totally brilliant if 

only he had added a 20 percent tip 

about what was meanwhile likely 

to happen to the unhappy people 

of Indochina during the interval 

between America's withdrawal 

from the war and the Communists' 

eventual withdrawal from Com¬ 

munist doctrine — the interim ex¬ 

periences of policy-driven famine 

and poverty in Vietnam, extreme 

oppression, 'boat people' fleeing 

for their lives and Cambodian 

horrors: the Indochina catastrophes 

that have still not registered in the 

consciences of Americans when 

they are feeling dovish, just as 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki have not 

yet registered in the consciences of 

Americans when they are feeling 

hawkish. But this is merely to say 

Frank Livelli '72 is the founder and executive produc¬ 

er for SummerStage@Leonia, a community theater. 

'Miami and the Siege of Chicago'] 

— except that during the conven¬ 

tion, it turns out, he was otherwise 

engaged. 'That particular week,' he 

wrote in an e-mail message, 'I was 

working as a trombonist in an R&B 

band, the Soul Syndicate, led by the 

distinguished saxophonist J. Plunky 

Branch, on a double bill with 

Johnny Maestro at a Manhattan 

club called the Cheetah — a famous 

place in those days. No rioting for 

me, therefore.'" 

Ah, for me remembering the 

Soul Syndicate performing in what 

was then Ferris Booth's Wollman 

Auditorium. 

"Up Front" notes that Paul's 

"books Power and the Idealists and A 
Tale of Two Utopias constitute a kind 

of history of the '68 generation." 

See www.nytimes.com for the 

full articles. 
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Paul S. Appelbaum 

39 Claremont Ave., #24 

New York, NY 10027 

They must call it the Garden State 

because so many '72ers have blos¬ 

somed there. For example, after 10 

years on the Superior Court bench 

in New Jersey, Alex Waugh has 

been named to the state's Appel¬ 

late Division, the intermediate level 

court of appeals. The milestones in 

Alex's career include graduation 

from Rutgers-Newark Law School, 

a clerkship in New Jersey's federal 

district court, service as assistant 

counsel to the governor and later 

assistant attorney general, and the 

private practice of law. His late 

father, Alexander Waugh Sr. '29, 

served on the Superior Court for 16 

years and administered the oath of 

office to Alex in 1998. Alex and his 

wife have three children, David, 

Bee and Abigail '01. 

Staying with our New Jersey 

theme, Sean Wilentz, the Sidney 

and Ruth Lapidus Professor in 

the American Revolutionary Era 

Bridge in Leonia, Frank Livelli, a 

mild-mannered cardiologist on the 

Columbia faculty in the winter's 

pale light, becomes a dynamic 

theater mogul each summer. Frank 

is the founder and executive 

producer for SummerStage@ 

Leonia (leoniasummerstage.org), a 

community theater. The company, 

which this summer performed 

Rodgers' and Hammerstein's Car¬ 
ousel, is something of a family af¬ 

fair, with Frank's wife, Joanne, one 

of the main producers; his mother, 

Christine, a costumer; and in the 

orchestra, his daughter, Christina, 

on the harp, and his cousin, Joseph, 

on clarinet. You can see an excerpt 

from the show at: www.youtube. 

com / watch?v=WpOyLTp9wCk. 
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Barry Etra 

1256 Edmund Park Dr. 

NE 

Atlanta, GA 30306 

betral@bellsouth.net 

Very light this time around — keep 

those cartes pounding, please ... 

We learned that Robert Musi- 

cant passed away on August 3; he 

maintained a private law practice 

in Norwalk, Conn. Robert's legacy 

will be a career devoted to represen¬ 

tation of the poor and underprivi¬ 

leged seeking to obtain or protect 

social security or disability benefits. 

His personal passions were travel 

(with his wife, Aurora) and chess, 

which he played competitively for 

many years. [See Obituaries.] 

Updating Marc Jaffe (see March/ 

April): His Harlem RBI (Reviving 

Baseball in the Inner Cities; www. 

harlemrbi.org) organization won 

the 2008 New York Times Nonprofit 

Excellence Award for Excellent 

Communications, and on Septem¬ 

ber 2 opened the Dream Charter 

School in East Harlem. Marc is 

chairman of the Advisory Board. 

Let's get the lead out, people! 

(That is, of course, assuming you 

will be writing in pencil.) 
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During the past year, the national 

debate over whether to increase 

offshore drilling has intensified. A 

closer inspection of the geologi¬ 

cal timetable shows that it makes 

no difference whether you are of 

the "drill, baby, drill" camp or the 

"save ANWR" faction. The days 

of cheap fossil fuel in the United 

States began to wane as we set foot 

on campus, and this might be the 

case worldwide by the time of our 

50th reunion. 

Geologists estimate that U.S. oil 

production peaked in November 

1970. From that point on, our nation 

began to increase our dependence 

on foreign oil, with the commen¬ 

surate impact on geopolitics. These 

same sdentists estimate that world 

oil production will peak around 

2020-30, about the time of our 

50th reunion. Total output is only 

expeded to be 10 percent greater 

than what is produced today 

even though there will be some 15 

years of economic and population 

growth. 

During the next 15 years there 

could be changes in the esti¬ 

mates of oil reserves, advances 

in alternative energy sources and 

renewed efforts at conservation. 

But whether our nation chooses 

to drill now, drill later or not drill 

at all seems unlikely to change the 

inevitable conclusion: The half- 

century from our freshman year to 

our golden reunion will likely be 

remembered as the last decades of 

our carbon-based economy. 

As the press reported the demise 

of Bear Steams in March, Steve 

Dworkin immediately came to 

mind. He has been in L.A. for the 

past two decades working as head 

of Bear's Western Region public 

finance group. A few months later 

news arrived that J.R Morgan 

(which acquired Bear Steams) had 

grabbed Steve to be a managing 

director and head of its Western 

Region group. Steve and his wife, 

Patrice, are now "empty nesters" 

— daughter Chloe has started at 

the musical theater program at 

NYU, and son Adam is at Tufts 

and will graduate next spring. 

Another moving managing 

director is Isaac Palmer (also in 

L.A.). He was at Fortress Invest¬ 

ment Group (a New York-based 

asset management firm), where he 

focused on media and entertain¬ 

ment investment banking deals. 

Isaac now is a managing director at 

Mesa Global, an L.A.-based bou¬ 

tique investment bank that focuses 

entirely on his specialty. 

Vic Fortuno sent in a White 

House press release announcing 

that Paul Diamond has been nomi¬ 

nated to the U.S. Court of Appeals 

for the Third Circuit. Paul has been 

a U.S. District Court judge for the 

Eastern District of Pennsylvania 

since 2004. Prior to that, he was a 

partner at two Philadelphia law 

firms and in private practice. 

From London came a note 

from Chris Hansen, a computer 

consultant. His e-mail recalled, 

"I happened to note the reading 

material of my neighbour to the 

right on the Underground, and to 

my shock it was Columbia College 
Todayl Not what one would expect 

in Souf Lurtnon (that's what South 

London sounds like in the local 

dialect)." Ends up the bloke was a 

banker in the city who graduated 

from the College in 1986." Chris 

adds, "I am already making plans 

to attend next year's reunion. I 

had so much fun at the last one 

that I really couldn't stay away." 

In an idle moment, I was perusing 

the "House and Home" section of 

The New York Times when I came 

across a picture of Scott Kunst. Scott 

is the longtime owner of Old House 

Gardens in Ann Arbor, Mich., a 

business that supplies "heirloom" 

bulbs to gardeners favoring unique 

botanicals that have survived over 

the past centuries. Scott was quoted 

opining on the relative merits of vari¬ 

ous types of lilies, using descriptives 

such as "they stink like old socks," 

"like eating cotton candy" and "it 

has a deep, satisfying, rich, compli¬ 

cated, got-it-in-your-nose, trying-to- 

figure-out-what-is-it-exacdy kind of 

scent." 

All three seem just like my de¬ 

scriptions of moments during the 

Presidential conventions! 

Speaking of the elections, I sus¬ 

pect few noted how the Columbia 

College education affected Barack 

Obama '83 in a nonpolitical way. 

In CNN's Obama Revealed show, 

part of the interview with his wife, 

Michelle, involved their first date 

at the Art Institute of Chicago. Mi¬ 

chelle said she went into the date 

prepared to dismiss her suitor, but 

then said, "He impressed me with 

his knowledge of art." 

I guess Barack paid more attention 

in Art Hum than many of us did! 

The 35th reunion committee is 

busy planning many events for 

classmates and their families. This 

year we will have events sched¬ 

uled on campus and around the 

city, which means many chances 

to see your old friends and share 

your College days with your fam¬ 

ily. Hope to see you Thursday, June 

4-Sunday, June 7. 

Randy Nichols 

503 Princeton Cir. 

Newtown Square, PA 

19073 

rcnl6@columbia.edu 

After a short set of Notes last edition 

(sorry, I had back surgery and not 

much time or ability to compose 

then, but am doing well now), I have 

lots of updates on classmates and 

their families. First, some congratu¬ 

lations to Columbia families with 

graduated or incoming Columbians. 

Zachary Brill '12, son of Tamar 

'76 Barnard and Gary Brill, is plan¬ 

ning to study chemistry and phys¬ 

ics. Zach spent his second consecu¬ 

tive summer as a research assistant 

in the laboratory of Dr. Joachim 

Kohn at the New Jersey Center 

for Biomaterials at Rutgers. Gary 

teaches psychology, and Tamar is 

an assistant dean at Rutgers. 

Meron Gribetz '12E, son of 

Anne and Arthur Gribetz '76, 

joined SEAS this fall. Meron will 

be a third-generation Columbian. 

I learned much of this information 

from his grandfather, Irwin '50. 

Arthur and Anne have two other 

children, daughter Dina and son 

Yishai, who live in Israel. 

While he did not write four 

years ago to tell us about his 

daughter's acceptance to Barnard, 

Moses Luski proudly announces 

announce that Emily Roberta 

Luski '08 Barnard graduated cum 

laude in the spring with a major 

in art history. Proud dad writes, 

"The graduation festivities were 

joyous, beautiful and meaningful. 

Columbia is flourishing like never 

before and the values espoused by 

the institution were reflected in the 

ceremonies." 

Emily interned with the Ameri¬ 

can Craft Council and the Museum 

of Arts and Design during her 

Barnard career and will pursue a 

master's in the decorative arts at the 

Bard Graduate Center in Manhat¬ 

tan. Moses' oldest daughter, Lauren 

D. (Douglas) Gary Lattimer '75 lives in Honolulu and 

is assistant professor of urology at the University of 

Hawaii - Manoa. 

Joy Luski, graduated in 2007 with 

a B.F.A. from the Savannah College 

of Arts and Design with a major in 

photography and a minor in fibers. 

She is based in Atlanta as a freelance 

commercial photographer focusing 

on editorial, fashion, lifestyle and 

food and is available for assignment 

in New York City (www.laurenjoy 

luski.com). 

Moses and his wife, Ellen, 

celebrated their 25th anniversary 

last year. He practices commercial 

real estate law in Charlotte, N.C., 

as a partner with Shumaker, Loop, 

& Kendrick, a multistate law 

firm with offices in Ohio, North 

Carolina and Florida. Moses has 

been on local symphony, opera and 

arts boards. Most recently, he has 

turned attention to the collection 

of contemporary art, focusing on 

the emerging artist. He says, "IP s 

an area that allows one to mentor 

and have an influence, hopefully 

positive, on the artist whom one 

collects. Yes, I'm trying to find the 

next Andy Warhol. Why the heck 

not?!" Moses says he looks forward 

to seeing classmates at reunion and 

expects one more good write-up in 

another 10 years when he retires. 

Emily Selinger '12, daughter 

of Neil Selinger and Rima Grad, 

graduated from Mamaroneck H.S. 

(MHS) this spring. Neil's daughter, 

Hannah '02, received an M.F.A. in 

creative writing from Emerson in 

2005, where she was an Emerson 

Presidential fellow. Her writing 

career has been put on hold as she 

pursues a career as a sommelier in 

NYC. Hannah is director of wine 

and beverage for the Momofuku 

Restaurant Group in Manhattan 

and was recently referred to as an 

"ace sommelier" in an article in The 
New York Times. Fifteen year-old 

daughter Julia is a sophomore 

at MHS and has so far adroitly 

avoided any discussion of her col¬ 

lege plans. 

At the end of 2007, Neil retired 

from active practice of law after a 

31-year tenure at the same firm. 

Although he maintains an "of coun¬ 

sel" relationship with the firm (now 

called Lowey, Dannenberg, Cohen 

& Hart), he is free from the mental 

burdens and stress of the litigator's 

life. Instead, he's been tutoring 

students at MHS in English, history 

and writing, and taking writing 

classes at Sarah Lawrence. Inspired 

in part by Richard Witten, Neil is 

working on a book. He continues 

to be involved in Columbia alumni 

affairs, now in his 13th year as an 

officer of the Columbia College 

Alumni Association. Wife Rima 

continues her career as an artist 

(multimedia collage), working out 

of her studio in White Plains and 

showing throughout the metropoli¬ 

tan area, including Viridian Gallery 

in Chelsea. 
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In addition, we have several 

other legacy admits to the Qass 

of 2012, but have not been able to 

learn more. If I do, I will include 

updates in future Notes. (Send 

updates, classmates and families!) 

•Byron Wouk '12 (Joseph 

Wouk) 

•Antonio Levy '12E (Carlos 

Daniel Levy) 

•Roman Rodriguez '10, a trans¬ 

fer student from Boston University 

(Jorge Rodriguez) 

Now more news from class¬ 

mates not celebrating Columbia 

milestones with their families, but 

noteworthy nonetheless. 

Responding to my shout-out 

to classmates in Vermont, Daniel 

Deneen '80 is across the state, in 

Norwich. He is an editor/ghost¬ 

writer/ grant writer/Webmaster 

for Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 

Center. 

Benson Forman is the co-chair 

of the Child and Adolescent 

Psychotherapy Training Program 

at the Washington School of Psy¬ 

chiatry. He is a recipient of a Ph.D. 

from the center's Modem Perspec¬ 

tives on Psychotherapy program. 

D. (Douglas) Gary Lattimer 

lives in Honolulu and is assistant 

professor of urology at the Univer¬ 

sity of Hawaii - Manoa. 

The Summer 2008 issue of The 
Public Eye featured an article, 

"How Roman Catholic Neocons 

Peddle Natural Law into Debates 

about Life and Death." The 

abstract featured a note on Rev. 

C. John McCloskey, the Catholic 

Church's K Street lobbyist. Father 

John is described as "... an Ivy 

Leaguer who graduated from Co¬ 

lumbia and a former Wall Streeter 

who worked at Citibank and 

Merrill Lynch, travels comfortably 

in elite circles, and focuses his min¬ 

istry on them: young priests and 

seminarians (the intellectual elite 

in many Catholic communities), 

college students at elite universi¬ 

ties and 'strong countercultural' 

Catholic institutions, and 'opinion- 

makers and people of influence.' " 

The self-described supply-sider has 

a top-down strategy to transform 

the culture, too. "He wants to turn 

Blue America into Red." (Dis¬ 

claimer: This is an edited version of 

the abstract.) 

The recent edition of Journal 
News contained a moving memo¬ 

rial to the late U.S. District Court 

Judge Charles Brieant '44 by 

civil rights lawyer and professor 

at Pace School of Law Randolph 

McLaughlin. Another Journal News 
edition quotes Randolph in an 

article on Port Chester's district 

federal voting rights trial. 

After retiring as deputy director 

of the SEC, Walter G. Ricciardi 

has been named partner of the law 

firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Whar¬ 

ton & Garrison. He looks forward 

to a shorter commute from his 

New York area home. 

Meg Schneider, daughter of Bob 

Schneider and Regina Mullahy, 

was honored as the youngest-ever 

recipient of the L.I. Alzheimer's 

Foundation's Outstanding Service 

Award. Bob was interviewed for 

and quoted in the January 2008 

edition of Health Lawyers News. 
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Clyde Moneyhun 

Program in Writing and 

Rhetoric 

Serra Mall 450, Bldg. 460, 

Room 223 

Stanford University 

Stanford, CA 94305 

caml31@columbia.edu 

Bob Giusti, until recently the 

vice-chairman of pediatrics at Long 

Island College Hospital, has been 

named interim chairman of the 

Department of Pediatrics. Bob has a 

daughter, Elizabeth Kipp-Giusti '12, 

who started at the College this fall. 

The rest of you '76ers: Send 

along those life updates so your 

old friends know what you're up 

to! As always, the news can be 

personal or professional, and don't 

worry about format or specific 

wording. I'll weave your details 

into the column I write. 

David Gorman 

111 Regal Dr. 

DeKalb,IL 60115 

dgorman@niu.edu 

No news this time. For 2009, make 

a resolution to let your classmates 

hear from you. It only takes a few 

minutes. 
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New Haven, CT 06511 

mnemerson@snet.net 

Please send your news! 
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Dr. Martin Bedigian, global head 

of the cardiovascular assessment 

group at Novartis Pharmaceuticals, 

was named v.p. and chief medical 

officer of Isis Pharmaceuticals, 

based in Carlsbad, Calif. (I want to 

ask, Martin, are these Italian ices?) 

Regards to classmates from 

Anthony Rudel. Tony's new 

book. Hello, Everybody! The Dawn 
of American Radio (published by 

Harcourt) appeared in bookstores 

this fall. "This is my fourth book. 

Wallace Gray, my mentor, is sorely 

missed." 

coffee with a bunch of friends in 

Manhattan Beach (that's California, 

not Brooklyn). The topic: Leave it To 
Beaver. For all these years, we have 

identified with Jerry Mathers, the 

Beaver. But with the geek squad 

captain sitting next to me at the cof¬ 

fee house, I could not help but ask 

him to remove his BlackBerry and 

perform the following equation: 

Richard N. Baer '79 has been named chief administra¬ 

tive officer at Qwest Communications International. 

Tony spent most of his career in 

and around broadcasting and still 

consults in radio and marketing. 

He also is an adjunct professor of 

communications and writing at 

Manhattanville College. His eldest 

daughter is a senior at Tufts, and his 

youngest daughter is a freshman 

at Amherst. (Yes, Wallace Gray is 

sorely missed. There is no doubt 

that both teaching and healthcare 

are truly noble professions.) 

Richard N. Baer has been 

named chief administrative officer, 

in addition to his current positions 

of e.v.p. and general counsel, at 

Qwest Communications Inter¬ 

national. In addition to leading 

Qwest's law department and 

the company's risk management 

and compliance efforts, Richard 

will oversee public policy, federal 

relations, HR, labor relations, cor¬ 

porate communications, the Qwest 

Foundation, corporate social 

responsibility, and sponsorships 

and events. Prior to joining Qwest, 

Richard was chairman of the litiga¬ 

tion department at the Denver law 

firm of Sherman & Howard. He 

holds a J.D. from Duke. (Hey, Rich¬ 

ard, do you know Jonny Quest?) 

Architect Matthew A. Peck- 

ham is alive and well, living in 

Queens and working at the firm of 

Rogers Marvel Architects in lower 

Manhattan. "Daughter Emily is 10 

going on 19 and thrives both in the 

classroom and in sports — softball 

in the spring and basketball in the 

winter," he shares. "By the time 

you read this, we will have settled 

into our new home in old Howard 

Beach, just a few short steps from 

Charles Park, Gateway National 

Recreation Area and the bay. I've 

started my seventh year as an 

adjunct at the New Jersey School of 

Architecture at the New Jersey In¬ 

stitute of Technology and remain a 

member of Red Sox Nation." (Hey, 

Matthew, Manny is in L.A. now!) 

Robert C. Klapper: As I punched 

out another primary number and 

penetrated further the fifth decade 

of life (that's called a birthday, for 

those of you Googling at home), I 

had a disturbing epiphany. This oc¬ 

curred while drinking high-octane 

Hugh Beaumont (Ward Cleaver), 

bom February 16,1909, and died 

May 14,1982. TV life span of Leave 
it to Beaver, October 4,1957-June 

20,1963. What was made painfully 

clear ... gentlemen, let me be the 

first to tell you, we are now as old 

as Ward Cleaver! 

Oh my God, wake me up when 

I'm Grandpa Walton! 

Michael C. Brown 

London Terrace Towers 

410 W. 24th St., Apt. 18F 

New York, NY 10011 

mcbcu80@yahoo.com 

I received a wonderful note from 

Van Gothner on how he spent his 

50th birthday. 

"I suspect that all of us have 

found various odd ways to cele¬ 

brate, or perhaps mourn, the fact 

that we have, or are about to turn 

50. As is the case with many 'epic7 

ideas, this one was cooked up over 

a drink — well, perhaps more than 

one. Jim Hannon (he was on the 

cross country and track teams with 

me and is now at the Mayo Clinic 

as an anesthesiologist) and I spent 

an extended weekend in France 

(the Pyrenees) this summer. Each 

year the organizers of the Tour de 

France put on an amateur bike 

race, L'Etape du Tour. The course 

that is raced follows one stage of 

the Tour de France itself, usually 

a few days before the pros come 

through. 

"Jim and I gave ourselves 

birthday 'presents' and flew to 

France to give it a try. On Sunday 

morning, July 6, we dragged 

ourselves out of bed and joined 

8,500 other knuckleheads on the 

starting line in a cold drizzle to 

see how we would do racing 105 

miles with something like 13,000 

feet of climbing. The route took 

us over a storied climb of the Tour 

de France, the Col du Tourmalet, 

which we then descended — not a 

trivial exercise in the fog and rain 

—before going right back up again 

and finishing on another landmark 

of the tour, Hautacam. I am not 

so sure we were necessarily ready 
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Mark Morris '82 (left) and Jeff Roylance '85, members of the Columbia 
golf team, reunited at the 73rd Annual Invitational Golf Tournament at 
the Olympic Club in San Francisco on May 17. 

to roar at the finish, but we had a 

great time and believe it or not are 

ready to go again ... ahhhh, good 

news, we're still somewhat nuts." 

As we come to the end of the 

year with new hope and energy for 

the upcoming year, I wish you all a 

happy and healthy holiday season. 

81 
Jeff Pundyk 

20 E. 35th St., Apt. 8D 

New York, NY 10016 

jpundyk@yahoo.com 

Man versus machine is a classic 

theme throughout literature. So 

today, class, let's consider the story 

of Steve McPartland and the ATM. 

It is 1978. ATMs are relatively 

new and using them still has an 

element of mystery. In those days, 

when you put your card in, there 

was always the faint hope that the 

machine would start spewing out 

cash. McP, an innocent sophomore 

from Brooklyn, hit the ATM lottery 

when one day he asked for 20 

bucks to fuel a Mama Joy's run 

and $300 in perfectly ironed $50s 

came out. This was $300 that McP 

did not have in his account. This 

was a fortune to us, a gift from the 

bank, and, as far as McP thought, 

untraceable. 

Using all of the good judgment 

of a 19-year-old flush with cash, 

McP forgot about Mama Joy's and 

went immediately to midtown. He 

came back with several shirts from 

Brooks Brothers, and for some 

reason that I still can't understand, 

a brand new suitcase. The $300 

was gone. 

It didn't take long for the bank 

to figure out what happened and 

respectfully ask for the money 

back. If I recall correctly, McP was 

able to return the suitcase, but not 

the shirts — or maybe it was the 

other way around — and he ended 

up borrowing the money to repay 

the bank from his mother. She was 

so pleased. 

All of which is a long way to 

reintroduce Steve to you. Steve and 

I were roommates sophomore year, 

and this is the only family-friendly 

anecdote from the treasure-trove 

of McP tales that I can share here. 

His sordid past aside, McP, who 

is Florida-based, is a gifted writer 

with Wikipedia-like recall of our 

college days. He has agreed to help 

me with the writing of this column 

by alternating authorship with me 

from issue to issue. To keep things 

simple, my name will still appear 

on top of the column and you can 

use my e-mail address to send in 

those scintillating updates. When 

it's McP's turn to write. I'll forward 

them to him and we'll indicate his 

authorship in the copy. (For those 

who want to touch base directly 

with McP, his e-mail address is 

stevemcp@verizon.net) 

My spiritual adviser, Kevin Fay, 

has shipped another of his children 

off to school. He writes from Vir¬ 

ginia: "Our second daughter, Lind¬ 

sey, is attending James Madison 

University to study Spanish and 

education, with a goal of teach¬ 

ing in the Third World, perhaps 

through the Peace Corps. She spent 

a month in Brazil this summer 

as part of a youth mission group 

called Voices of Youth - Shade and 

Fresh Water, and she loves helping 

others less fortunate. I was so 

hoping she'd become an invest¬ 

ment banker, hedge fund manager, 

corporate lawyer or my favorite 

occupation of all... corporate raider 

a la Carl Icahn! What's a father to 

do? Where did I go wrong?" 

As Fay continues to offload his 

offspring. Bob Haskins takes more 

on. He and his wife, Kim, wel¬ 

comed their fourth child, Peyton 

Rose, into the world in August. 

Jay Hochsztein reports from 

Bergen County, N.J., where he is 

a radiologist at Jacobi Medical 

Center. Jay, who is married and has 

three kids, tells the story of how it 

all began: "I met my wife when I 

was a surgical intern and she was 

at Columbia doing a master's for 

her electrical engineering career. 

One of our first dates was touring 

the campus at Columbia. I told her 

all the legend stuff of different loca¬ 

tions on campus as well as my own 

experiences on campus. When we 

stopped at Alma Mater, I told her 

the story of the owl in the skirt. I 

told her the legend that a Columbia 

guy and a Barnard girl seeing the 

owl together would end up getting 

married. I also let her know that in 

all my years with or without a date 

on campus and even after gradu¬ 

ation when I dated a Barnard girl, 

I had never seen the owl. At that 

precise moment, both of us saw the 

owl. This is the absolute truth and 

probably explains why I was fated 

to marry my wife of now 21 years. 

So Columbia is responsible for my 

meeting and marrying my bashert, 
which is Yiddish for 'intended or 

destiny' or in the context of dating 

means 'soul mate.'" 

The old "Owl in the Skirt" rou¬ 

tine ... works every time. 

Howard Hoffman drops a rare 

Maynard Ferguson reference on us: 

"Believe it or not. I'm not so ancient 

that I can't sometimes use YouTube, 

which is good because it gave me 

an excuse to reconnect with Jerry 

Weinhouse, now a doctor in the 

Boston area. Long story short, I 

was at work and wanted to hear 

the Maynard Ferguson version of 

'MacArthur Park.' It's there. In fact, 

one version features a solo by none 

other than Don Hahn, whom some 

will remember as that extraordinary 

trumpet player who also led the 

Columbia Jazz Band. I had to share 

such a find with Jerry and with 

another Columbia jazz trumpeter. 

Bill Jenkins '80 GS. It was great to 

trade notes with Jerry and Bill and, 

of course, to see Don in action with 

Maynard. Me? I'm v.p. of corporate 

affairs at Dow Jones." 

The many titled Louis Brusco Jr. 

recently started a two-year stint as 

the president of the Medical Board 

at St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital 

Center, in addition to his role as 

associate medical director of St. 

Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Center. 

Louis has a daughter, Jennifer, a 

junior at Champlain College in 

Burlington, Vt., studying computer 

animation and video game design. 

His other daughter, Jessica, is a 

junior at Byram Hills H.S. 

So, to summarize, McP is coming. 

Hide your valuables, but share your 

updates. Send outraged objections 

and ancient accusations to jpundyk@ 

yahoo.com. 

Andrew Weisman 

710 Lawrence Ave. 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

weisman@comcast.net 

Greetings, gentlemen. By the time 

you read this, we will have decided 

our nation's next leader. I suspect 

that the College will shortly pro¬ 

duce a President aptly equipped 

with Kantian idealism. Machiavel¬ 

lian fortune and destiny and the 

strength to remain steadfast in the 

face of our planet7 s largest water 

bugs; remember those things? 

Checking in this period was 

Mark (Amie Palmer) Morris. Mark 

and Jeff Roylance '85 got together 

on the occasion of the 73rd Annual 

Invitational Golf Tournament at the 

Olympic Club in San Francisco on 

May 17. Jeff is a member there, and 

invited Mark to play in the invita¬ 

tional. [See photo.] Mark and Jeff 

were on the Columbia golf team, 

and were members of the Beta The¬ 

ta Pi fraternity. Mark is an attorney 

in private practice and lives in Salt 

Lake City. If anyone would like to 

send a greeting to Mark, his e-mail 

is mmorris@swlaw.com. 

Sounds like a great time. Perhaps 

next year I could tag along. I played 

an awesome round last week; a 

little difficulty on the "clown face," 

but I aced the "windmill." 

Also checking in this period 

was our highly accomplished 

classmate, Stephen Brockmann. 

Stephen sent along the following 

note in response to my request. Ba¬ 

sically, I buzz around on the "net" 

and discover things ... essentially 

a cyberstalker. You participate in a 

local 5k and I'll find out. So write 

in and I won't visit. 

"Greetings from Pittsburgh. 

I'm happy to update you on my 

doings. I'm professor of German 

at Carnegie Mellon, where I've 

been teaching for the last 15 years. 

Last fall, I was at the University 

of Leeds in the United Kingdom, 

where I taught for the autumn term 

and experienced what life is like in 

British academia. I also got a chance 

to tour the U.K. and the Republic 

of Ireland a bit, giving talks about 

contemporary German culture in 

the post-unification period. 

"In November, quite unexpect¬ 

edly, I was awarded the DAAD- 

AICGS Prize for Distinguished 

Scholarship in German and Eu¬ 

ropean Studies in New York City 

at the annual Global Leadership 

Award Dinner of the American In¬ 

stitute for Contemporary German 

Studies; for this event I had to fly 

back to the United States, having 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2008 



COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY CLASS NOTES 

first purchased what the British call 

a dinner suit (and not a tuxedo) in 

Leeds. The event, held at Cipriani 

on Wall Street, brought me close to 

Ground Zero, which I had never 

been to, since I preferred to remem¬ 

ber the World Trade Center as it ex¬ 

isted during my time at Columbia. 

This past spring, after I returned to 

Pittsburgh, my colleagues in Ger¬ 

man studies around the country 

did me the honor of making me 

v.p.-elect and also president-elect 

of the German Studies Associa¬ 

tion, the most important North 

American organization devoted to 

the study of the culture of German¬ 

speaking Europe. 

"During the last decade I have 

published three books on German 

literary culture: Literature and Ger¬ 
man Reunification (1999), German 
Literary Culture at the Zero Hour 
(2004) and, most recently, Nurem¬ 
berg: The Imaginary Capital (2006). 

In addition, I was the editor of The 
Brecht Yearbook from 2002-07. I'm 

taking a break from editing and 

trying to work on my scholarly 

projects. My primary interest is 

the intersection between politics 

and culture, particularly literary 

culture, in Germany during the last 

century. My most popular courses 

at Carnegie Mellon are 'History of 

German Film' and 'Nazi and Resis¬ 

tance Culture,' which I very much 

enjoy teaching (although the Nazis 

do get old for me at times, which is 

one reason why I insist on includ¬ 

ing the culture of the resistance in 

my course)." 

It7 s impressive and heartening 

to see a colleague pursue a lifelong 

education. I took Lit Hum with 

the esteemed professor Joseph 

Bauke, so I offer my services as an 

editor should no suitable choice be 

available. (Then you'd have one 

who was completely unsuitable; 

consider the possibilities.) 

In addition to the update, 

Stephen also forwarded along a 

March '83 copy of Sundial, which 

featured articles by himself and 

Barack Obama '83. See the Class 

of '83 notes for more interesting 

information on this discovery. 

Last but not least, Dino (Super 

Agent) Carlaftes checked in. "After 

eight years at Metropolitan Talent 

Agency, in April I joined one of the 

premier literary agencies in Los An¬ 

geles, Kaplan Stabler Gumer Braun 

Agency (www.ksgbagency.com), 

which this year celebrated its 25th 

anniversary. Once a two-man shop 

that was responsible for packaging 

classic hit series such as Frasier and 

Wings, we have grown to a staff of 

10 agents representing writer-pro¬ 

ducers and directors on such shows 

as Heroes, Rescue Me, Desperate 
Housewives, The Colbert Report, Law 
& Order: Criminal Intent, Family Guy, 
Hannah Montana, CSI: Miami, Dirty 

Sexy Money, Lost, Prison Break, Army 
Wives and Reaper and new shows 

such as Do Not Disturb and Worst 
Week. We also represent the creators 

and producers of the reality shows 

Flipping Out, Sunset Tan, The Mil¬ 
lionaire Matchmaker and Ace of Cakes 
and producers on Dancing With the 
Stars and Project Runway. 

"My proudest accomplishments 

are my two wonderful children, Si¬ 

mon (8V£) and Zoe (6), who attend 

the wonderful St. Francis de Sales 

school in Sherman Oaks, Calif." 

Dino welcomes calls or notes: Dino 

(Constandinos) Carlaftes, Class of '82, 

8383 Wilshire Blvd., Ste 923, Beverly 

Hills, CA 90211; 323-653-4483. 

Honestly, I think Dino was being 

a little understated; he forgot to 

mention that he also earned a J.D. 

from Duke and was head of the lit¬ 

erary departments at the Metropoli¬ 

tan Talent Agency and his current 

firm. Very cool! 

Thanks again to all our contribu¬ 

tors. 

Cheers. 

Roy Pomerantz 

Babyking / Petking 

182-20 Liberty Ave. 

Jamaica, NY 11412 

bkroy@msn.com 

Senator Barack Obama, the Demo¬ 

cratic nominee for President of the 

United States, wrote an article for 

the Columbia magazine Sundial, 
when he was a senior. The article, 

appearing in the March 10,1983, 

issue, was titled, "Breaking The 

War Mentality." Excerpts are as fol¬ 

lows: "Most students at Columbia 

do not have first hand knowledge 

of war. Military violence has been 

a vicarious experience, channeled 

into our minds through television, 

film and print. 

"The more sensitive among us 

struggle to extrapolate experiences 

of war from our everyday experi¬ 

ence, discussing the latest mortality 

statistics from Guatemala, sensitizing 

ourselves to our parents' wartime 

memories, or incorporating into our 

framework of reality as depicted by 

a Mailer or a Coppola. But the taste 

of war—the sounds and chill, the 

dead bodies — are remote and far 

removed. We know that wars have 

occurred, will occur, are occurring, 

but bringing such experience down 

into our hearts, and taking continual, 

tangible steps to prevent war, be¬ 

comes a difficult task. 

"Two groups on campus. Arms 

Race Alternatives (ARA) and 

Students Against Militarism (SAM), 

work within these mental limits to 

foster awareness and practical action 

necessary to counter the growing 

threat of war. Though the emphasis 

of the two groups differ, they share 

an aversion to current government 

policy. These groups, visualizing 

the possibilities of destruction and 

grasping the tendencies of distorted 

national priorities, are throwing their 

weight into shifting America off the 

dead-end track.... 

"Indeed, the most pervasive 

malady of the collegiate system 

specifically, and the American ex¬ 

perience generally, is that elaborate 

patterns of knowledge and theory 

have been disembodied from 

individual choices and government 

policy. What the members of ARA 

and SAM try to do is infuse what 

they have learned about the current 

situation, bring the words of that 

formidable roster on the face of 

Butler Library, names like Thoreau, 

Jefferson and Whitman, to bear on 

the twisted logic of which we are 

today a part. By adding their energy 

and effort in order to enhance the 

possibility of a decent world, they 

may help deprive us a spectacular 

experience — that of war. But then, 

there are some things we shouldn't 

have to live through in order to 

want to avoid the experience." 

The article, which details the ac¬ 

tivities of ARA and SAM, was sent 

in by Stephen Brockmann '82. He 

notes: "I am moved to write today 

because of a discovery I made when 

I was rummaging through some 

old stuff. I found a copy of Sundial, 
in which I had published an article 

about the German Greens, who 

were then a relatively new and un¬ 

known party in the United States. 

Flipping through Sundial, I could 

hardly believe my eyes when I 

found that the next featured article, 

about anti-war activists at Colum¬ 

bia, was by Barack Obama, whom I 

did not know at Columbia. Sundial 
was edited by Michael Gerard '84 

... with whom I shared a suite at 

East Campus in the academic year 

1981-82. ih the spring semester 

of 19831 had graduated and was 

living in the Fort Tryon area with 

Rob Nelson. Rob had been actively 

involved in the Columbia antiwar 

community that Obama writes 

about in his article." 

Robert Kahn also is quoted 

throughout the article. He partici¬ 

pated in our recent reunion and 

is an active member of our class. 

Rob, maybe you should send a 

copy of the article to Barack and 

see if he is looking for an adviser 

on disarmament? 

All of us are impacted by hav¬ 

ing a classmate as a Presidential 

candidate. How would we respond 

to the relentless press inquiries? 

Could we handle the pressure of 

speaking at a political convention 

with 35 million viewers watching (I 

was nervous doing a juggling show 

recently for my daughter's P.S. 6 

kindergarten class)? Would we be 

able to lead our country? Whatever 

your political loyalties, no one can 

deny that our classmate is running a 

historic campaign and is extremely 

accomplished, poised, well-spoken, 

humanistic and sincere in his 

beliefs. On a personal note, Barack's 

candidacy has been humbling and 

helped me gain perspective on my 

daily business pressures. As an 

extrepreneur, I have very different 

views than our classmate on many 

issues including trade, taxes and 

government spending. But I share 

his love for this country, devotion to 

family, public spirit, interest in U.S. 

history and positive message. 

I can also report on another 

classmate ending up on a Presiden¬ 

tial ticket — Wayne Allyn Root. 

Wayne and I have become close 

friends the last few years. We both 

value small businesses for taking 

risks, creating jobs, contributing to 

our tax base and producing qual¬ 

ity products and services. Here's 

an excerpt from an article, "2 Ivy 

Leaguers go toe-to-toe," that ap¬ 

peared in Denver's Rocky Mountain 
News: "What are the odds?: Two 

college classmates, in the same 

political science pre-law class 25 

years ago, both ending up on presi¬ 

dential tickets in the same year? 'A 

million to one would be on the low 

end,' said Wayne Allyn Root, a Las 

Vegas sports handicapper who also 

happens to be one of the two class¬ 

mates. The other: Barack Obama. 

Not only will both be in Denver 

today, when Obama accepts the 

presidential nomination, but both 

will be speaking to their followers 

at the same time. Obama will be 

in front of about 80,000 at Invesco 

Field, with a global audience. Root, 

the vice presidential nominee on 

the Libertarian ticket led by Bob 

Barr, will be in a room at Grant- 

Humphreys Mansion, next to the 

Governor's Mansion, speaking to 

followers by way of a live Internet 

feed. It marks the first time in the 

history of American politics that 

two college classmates are on op¬ 

posing presidential tickets." 

Shortly before the death on Sep¬ 

tember 26 of actor Paul Newman, 

The O'Reilly Factor welcomed enter¬ 

tainment reporter Eddy Friedfeld, 

who described Newman's appeal: 

" 'Paul Newman could play a 

pool hustler, a hockey player, a 

lawyer, even a car, and he found 

David Newman '83 is s.v.p., marketing and commu¬ 

nications, for the New York Mets. 
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the humanity in every role. Even in 

movies where he's supposed to be 

a bad guy, you're cheering for him. 

And every time you see a scene 

with Newman and another actor, 

he makes the other actor give a 

much greater performance.'" 

Eddy is teaching courses at NYU 

("Living off the Laughter: Comedy 

in America") and Yale ("Twentieth 

Century American Comic Perfor¬ 

mance"). The NYU course guide 

describes his class thusly: "The 

history of comedy in 20th-century 

America is the history of America. 

Comedians have provided a fun- 

house mirror as well as a percep¬ 

tive lens for American society and 

culture. Silent film comedians, for 

example, were instrumental in es¬ 

tablishing the movie industry, while 

the physical nature of vaudeville's 

humor reflected the linguistic diver¬ 

sity of its immigrant audience. An 

overview of American comedy, this 

seminar will be history with a laugh 

track, taking the significant periods 

and players of modem America 

and analyzing them against their 

historic context and their legacy, 

using their humor as the platform. 

We will examine how their comedy 

was shaped by and responded to 

American society, and how they in 

turn influenced and shaped Ameri¬ 

can life. The great comedians and 

moments from film, radio, and TV 

to be studied in this seminar include 

Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, the 

screwball comedies of the 1930s and 

'40s, the Golden Age of Television, 

Lenny Bruce, Mel Brooks, Woody 

Allen, and Jerry Lewis. Clips and 

segments from classic TV and mov¬ 

ies will enrich our discussion of the 

evolution of comedy, its place in his¬ 

tory, and its similarities in time." 

Eddy is a film and entertainment 

journalist, writer, producer, attorney, 

restructuring specialist and historian. 

He is the co-author of Caesar's Hours: 
My Life in Comedy With Love and 
Laughter with comedy legend Sid 

Caesar and is working on a book 

and documentary on the history of 

comedy in America. He has written 

and lectured extensively on comedy 

and film and has produced and 

hosted tributes to Alan King and 

Robert Altman, among others. 

Dr. Hillel Bryk is a vascular/ 

interventional radiologist at NYU 

Medical Center. He graduated from 

NYU Langone Medical School 

and is board-certified in diagnostic 

radiology. 

Donald Lewis '85 SIPA is direc¬ 

tor of Moody's Corp. Don earned 

an M.I.A. in international banking 

and finance. 

David Newman is s.v.p., market¬ 

ing and communications, for the 

New York Mets. He joined the 

Mets from the United States Tennis 

Association (USTA), where he was 

managing director, marketing and 

communications. David is respon¬ 

sible for the strategic development 

and management of the Mets' 

branding, image-building, market¬ 

ing and business communications 

initiatives to drive and support 

ticket sales, sponsorship activation 

and fan value, including advertis¬ 

ing, promotion, advanced media, 

publishing, research, broadcasting, 

events and in-game entertainment. 

He was a key member of the U.S. 

Open senior management team, 

leading the promotion and publicity 

effort that attracted 2 Vi million fans 

to the National Tennis Center in 

the past four years, and earlier this 

month set an attendance record as 

the highest annually attended event 

in sports. David brings to the Mets 

more than 20 years of sports and en¬ 

tertainment marketing experience. 

Before moving to the USTA, he 

spent nearly nine seasons with NFL 

Properties, rising to the position of 

v.p., marketing and events, where 

he oversaw the league's integrated 

strategic marketing initiatives 

involving sponsors, licensees and 

retailers. Prior to joining the NFL in 

1992, David held several marketing 

positions in seven years at MTV. 

He also has held production, public 

relations and promotions positions 

with Madison Square Garden Net¬ 

work and Ogilvy & Mather. 

Frank Scheck '82 writes out¬ 

standing movie and theater reviews 

for the New York Post. The photo of 

him above his column highlights 

the fact he has barely aged since 

his days living in John Jay Hall and 

hanging out with me, Janice Roven 

'80 Barnard, Gary McCready, Mike 

Epstein and Ben Rosner '84. 

Looking forward to seeing you 

at some winning Columbia football 

games this fall! 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI affairs Irina Dimitrov 
id2l77@columbia.edu 

212-870-2744 
DEVELOPMENT Rachel Towers 

rt2339@columbia.edu 
212-870-3453 EM Dennis Klainberg 

i I Berklay Cargo 

U Worldwide 

JFK Inti. Airport 

Box 300665 

Jamaica, NY 11430 

dennis@berklay.com 

The 25th reunion committee is 

off and running! With thanks to 

Willie Dennis of Kirkpatrick & 

Lockhart Preston Gates Ellis for 

hosting the most recent event, John 

Feeney, Arthur Kohn, Frank Lang, 

Antonio Seda, Larry Kane, Peter 

Lunenfeld, Robert Leb, John Per- 

fetti, Ben Pushner, Louis Vlahos, 

Dennis Klainberg, Neel Lane, 

John Witkowski and Bill Reggio 

either attended, conference-called 

or have become involved ... and 

you're invited to join us! 

Mazel tov on the nuptials of 

Joshua David Wayser '88L and 

Richard Dayton Schulte. Joshua is 

a partner in the Los Angeles office 

of Katten Muchin Rosenman, a 

Chicago firm, where he specializes 

in commercial and real estate litiga¬ 

tion. From 2003-07, Joshua was a 

trustee of the Union for Reform 

Judaism. He and Richard are the 

proud parents of five children: Julie, 

Derek, Adam, Shayna and Isaac. 

Bumin' down the house! This 

classic Talking Heads song was 

the theme song for Wayne P. Wed- 

dington III, famous in "the day" 

for his parties in Livingston (with 

suitemates Jacques Augustin and 

Kenny Bernstein), and infamous 

for his Esquire magazine spread 

(discussed in this column some 

time ago). Wayne has written a 

book, Do-It-Yourself Hedge Funds: 
Everything You Need to Make Mil¬ 
lions Right Now, due out in January. 

Having gone from pre-med to 

talking head (financially speaking), 

Wayne credits his great success to 

the loves of his life and a lot of good 

friends, including the staff at Specta¬ 
tor: They tirelessly worked through 

the night to typeset Wayne's resume 

for the Wall Street internship that 

started it all. Post-Columbia, despite 

his indefatigable efforts to juggle 

medical school and an analyst posi¬ 

tion at Morgan Stanley, Wayne de¬ 

cided to pursue a career in business 

and earned an M.B.A. at Stanford. 

Thereafter, he spent time at Morgan, 

Credit Suisse and Caxton before co¬ 

founding his own hedge fund and, 

finally, hunkering down to write 

his book. 

"There are lots of entertain¬ 

ing anecdotes, with the central 

purpose to illustrate to the reader 

ways to employ hedge fund tech¬ 

niques in their portfolios," Wayne 

says. "Writing the book was more 

stressful than I thought it would 

be, because unlike final exams, one 

cannot cram the completion of a 

book. But I managed to complete 

it in my 'spare time.' I never really 

thought of writing professionally 

but I am already considering the 

next book. It has been refreshing to 

reconnect with my creative side." 

Wayne lives in Manhattan with 

his girlfriend, Gabrijela, and looks 

forward to our 25th reunion. 

Just three hours after deadline 

(EST), the West Coast weighed in. 

Danny Armstrong, based in L.A., 

and founder of Find A Tree (www. 

findatree.com), announced that his 

special teaching curriculum is be¬ 

ing offered in 12 cities nationwide 

via the U.S. Dream Academy. The 

academy works "to break the cycle 

of incarceration through skill build¬ 

ing, character building and dream 

building." Danny was scheduled 

to speak this year at many educa¬ 

tional conferences, including the 

12th International Conference on 

Rethinking Education in Dallas. 

Regards from Peter Lunenfeld 

and Adam Belanoff, who, unfortu¬ 

nately, were out of town when my 

family raided L.A. on our stopover 

before Honolulu. Happily, my 

alfalfa sprout-averse kids were able 

to locate "real" New York pizza 

(they probably truck in NYC wa¬ 

ter!) as we dined in Santa Monica 

with die-hard Brooklyn boy and 

pizza maven Michael Ackerman. 

All of these gents pledge to do 

their best to attend our 25th. 

Speaking of Honolulu, we vaca¬ 

tioned close to another Columbian 

and his family: Barack Obama '83. 

Lucky for us, we visited all the same 

sites a day before or after, meaning 

no lines, delays or Secret Service 

holdups. Still, t' would have been 

nice to shake Barack's hand and 

figure out if we had mutual friends 

or classes. According to recent 

articles, and his books, Barack 

made a point of being Zen-like and 

introspective during his Columbia 

tenure, especially after time partying 

at Occidental College and deciding 

that he needed a better game plan 

in life. That, and the fact that he was 

a transfer student, made it unlikely 

that many of us would have crossed 

paths with him. 

And, while we're on the Obama 

vibe, we had to unfortunately miss 

his convention acceptance speech 

live (but not entirely, thanks to TiVo!) 

due to a mini-reunion at the U.S. 

Open. With thanks to the Columbia 

Alumni Association (CAA), and 

especially thanks to former staff 

member Adlar Garda '95, a gaggle 

of Columbians — make that 200, 

with more than 200 on the waiting 

list! — made their way to the V.I.P. 

tent, where we wined and dined en 

route to the matches of Serena Wil¬ 

liams and Rafael Nadal. Amongst 

the luminaries were yours truly, 

Dennis Klainberg, Mark Gill and 

Sarah T. Greenberg '86 GS, daughter 

of former Columbia College dean. 

Law School professor and famed 

dvil rights attorney Jack Greenberg 

'45, '48L. Sarah and I met at the CAA 

conference in Paris last September, 

and she advised that her father's 

book. Crusaders in the Courts: How a 
Dedicated Band of Lawyers Fought for 
the Civil Rights Revolution, is being 

made in to a movie starring Toby 

Maguire. (Dean Cuisine: or The Liber¬ 
ated Man's Guide to Fine Cooking, has 

yet to be adapted for the screen.) 

Jim Weinstein attended the Open 

the night before, but to avoid traffic 

borrowed the shell he purchased for 

our crew team to circumnavigate 

his way to Flushing Meadows. Jim 

Satloff may have been outside the 
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Jamsheed Choksy ’85 Helps Give Back to Humanities 
By Amanda Erickson '08 

or Jamsheed Choksy 
'85, it started with a 
voicemail on his office 

machine. When he returned the 
call, he was offered a chance 
to help the nation's largest sup¬ 
porter of humanities projects 
decide what kind of research 
and projects it would fund. 

Choksy, a professor at 
Indiana University who stud¬ 
ies history and religion of the 
Middle East and Central Asia, 
was offered a position on the 
National Council on the Hu¬ 
manities, which oversees the 
National Endowment of the 
Humanities. The endowment, 
which is federally funded, pro¬ 
vides money for humanities 
projects as well as to groups 
that are preserving access to 
cultural resources and improv¬ 
ing liberal arts education. As a 
board member, Choksy offers 
advice and guidance on grant 
awards and has a say in how 
the endowment's $4 billion are 
directed. 

These funds "help us under¬ 
stand the world and our place 
in it," he says. "I can't think of a 
more exciting project." 

During the last few years, 
the organization has provided 
money for Columbia's preserva¬ 

tion efforts in the Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library. In 2001, it 
helped the University's Middle 
East and Asian Languages and 
Cultures (MEALAC) department 
and Center for Iranian Studies 
publish volumes of the first 
Encyclopedia Iranica. 

For Choksy, the position 
gave him a chance to advocate 
for what he loves: the study of 
other cultures and languages. 

That hadn't always been his 
passion. Choksy grew up in 
India and Sri Lanka, and chose 
Columbia because he wanted 
to attend school in an urban 
area that would remind him of 
London, where he studied as 
a boy. 

He came to the College with 
a plan: He would study genet¬ 
ics and become a scientist. 
But once he arrived, Choksy 
started a dual course of study 
that allowed him to pursue his 
biology courses and another 
passion — the Middle East. 

Choksy took language and 
Middle Eastern civilization 
courses with professors such 
as Richard Bulliet, a history 
and MEALAC professor. By his 
senior year, he was regularly 
taking graduate-level courses 
in both subjects. 

"I liked the diversity of it," 
Choksy says. "I think that is the 
true legacy of a liberal education." 

But he also knew his focus 
was narrowing, and in his 
senior year, Choksy choose to 
continue his graduate studies 
on the Middle East and Central 
Asia. He went on to earn his 
Ph.D. at Harvard, where he 
narrowed his focus to Islam 
and Zoroastrianism, a religion 
practiced in Iran, India and 
Pakistan. After research stints 
abroad and at Princeton (fund¬ 
ed by the National Endowment 

of the Humanities), Choksy 
spent two years teaching at 
Stanford before moving on to 
Indiana. Now he splits his time 
between Bloomington, ind., 
and Washington, D.C. 

He was nominated by Presi¬ 
dent Bush on January 8 and 
says of his latest role, "I can't 
think of a bigger honor." 

Amanda Erickson '08 majored 
in urban studies. She spent 
the summer covering the 2008 
Presidential campaign for the 
Chicago Tribune. 

stadium with his whiz kids and their 

SatBats, and I wouldn't be surprised 

if El Gray in San Frandsco was 

watching the match and the conven¬ 

tion, but this could not be verified. 

Peter Schmidt, Peter Markson, 

Bruce Skyer, Ira Gilbert and the 

other friends and dassmates who 

have not checked in for a few years: 

What's shaking? 

Wanna be a boldface next time 

'round? Please send me news, and 

please make news by joining the 

reunion committee and/or attend¬ 

ing our 25th in 2009! 

Jon White 

16 South Ct. 

Port Washington, NY 

11050 

jw@whitecoffee.com 

Andre Castaybert reports that in 

June, after many years in the litiga¬ 

tion department at Proskauer Rose, 

he joined the Guzov Ofsink law 

firm as a senior counsel in the litiga¬ 

tion department, joining forces with 

Debra Guzov, a Barnard alumna. 

During the summer, Andre's 

wife, Claudia '93J, also a Barnard 

alumna, and I had dinner with 

Mauro Gabriele and his family to 

welcome his son, Andrea '12, and 

Andrea's sister, Laura '11. 

My sons, Paul (8) and Julian (5), 

and I plan to get to a couple of Co¬ 

lumbia basketball and football games 

this fall. 

Julius Genachowski was 

prominently featured in The New 
York Times this summer in an article 

highlighting Barack Obama '83's 

key fundraisers and advisers. By 

the time this edition reaches you, 

the Presidential election will be 

concluded, and Julius will either be 

back at his prior Washington, D.C., 

job, or perhaps helping President¬ 

elect Obama prepare to govern. 

Remember this column is only 

as newsworthy as you help to 

make it, so please send me your 

updates. Thanks. 

Everett Weinberger 

h(,] 50 W. 70th St., Apt. 3B 

■■■■4 New York, NY 10023 

everett6@gmail.com 

Congratulations to Dave Lebowitz 

and his wife, Amy, on the birth of 

their son, Aidan Michael, in Oc¬ 

tober 2007! Dave says that Aidan 

is a happy baby and loads of fun. 

Dave was at Bear Steams during 

the meltdown and was hired by J.P. 

Morgan to support its investment 

bank on the employment law side. 

I don't have to tell you that my 

columns have gotten skimpy, as 

people have not been sending in 

news. True, we didn't have Barack 

Obama '83 in our class, but we 

definitely have interesting and ac¬ 

complished people, so don't be shy! 

Sarah A. Kass 

PO Box 300808 

Brooklyn, NY 11230 

sarahkassUK@gmail.com 

This month's column comes to you 

courtesy of our wonderful, amaz¬ 

ing Class of '87 community on 

Facebook! Without them, I would 

have been sunk. Please join us — 

we are growing every day! 

Demetria Gallegos wrote 

from Evergreen, Colo., where she 

lives with her husband and four 

daughters, ages 6-11. She is the 

online news editor at The Denver 
Post. This fall, Demetria is studying 

journalism and democracy in the 

digital age during a media fellow¬ 

ship at Duke. Demetria earned an 

M.S. at the Journalism School in 

1988 and stayed in New York until 

1994, working at Life magazine 

and The MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour. 
When she returned to Denver, 

Demetria worked at the NBC af- 
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filiate, KUSA, before moving to the 

Post three years ago. 

Gus Moore participated in the 

New York City Triathlon as part 

of the Columbia team in the Ivy 

League Challenge (in which the 

top five people from each school's 

times are added up to determine 

the winning school). Gus wrote, 

"Although I was sixth for Colum¬ 

bia so I can't claim much personal 

glory on that account, Columbia 

came in first for the second year 

in a row." Still sounds like a pretty 

great accomplishment to me. Con¬ 

gratulations, Gus! 

Elizabeth Cohen is writing a 

book for Random House on patient 

empowerment, the subject of her 

weekly cnn.com column. (Check 

out cnn.com/ empoweredpatient). 

She has been a medical correspon¬ 

dent at CNN for 17 years. Elizabeth 

and her husband, Tal, brought 

their four daughters to New York 

for the U.S. Open, where they saw 

Suzanne Waltman and Martin 

Friedman '85, and Rica Cuenca 

and Claude Catapano '86 and their 

families. Elizabeth also keeps in 

touch with Jennifer Lynch. 

When I asked classmates for help 

with this column—even if it meant 

sending me an essay entitled, "What 

I Did On My Summer Vacation," 

like the ones we wrote in elementary 

school, Sandy Asirvatham took me 

literally, and I am so glad she did! 

Here is her contribution: 

"What I did on my summer 

vacation: Something unique 

and transformative — the first 

annual summer camp run by 

the jazz-funk-free improv trio 

Medeski Martin & Wood. That's 

right, at 42,1 went to band camp 

(insert the predictable jokes here). 

Truly, though, it was an amazing 

experience. Pianist John Medeski, 

drummer Billy Martin and bassist 

Chris Wood are brilliant teachers 

along with being tremendous 

What's Your Story? 

Let your classmates know 
about your family, work, 
travels or other news. 

Send us your Class Notes! 

E-MAIL to the address at 
the top of your column, or to 

cct@columbia.edu. 

MAIL to the address at the 
top of your column. 

FAX to Class Notes Editor 
at 212-870-2747. 

Class Notes received by 
December 19 will be eligible 

for publication in the 
March/April CCT. 

musicians. Unlike a traditional 

weeklong jazz camp, where the 

focus is usually on soloing, this 

experience was squarely focused 

on the collaborative aspects of 

group improvisation. Every day 

involved ensembles, master class¬ 

es, performances, music-oriented 

film screenings, jam sessions ... it 

was impossible to get any sleep. 

There were 76 campers admit¬ 

ted (out of about 160 applicants) 

and not a slouch among us — all 

creative, open-minded musicians 

looking to improve their skills 

and their attitude. It takes a bit 

of Zen master 'centeredness' and 

relaxation to be an improviser on 

the bandstand. I was one of only 

four women campers out of the 

whole lot... but if you get into 

jazz, you get used to those sorts 

of ratios. It was held at a gour¬ 

met organic resort. Full Moon 

Desert, in Big Indian, N.Y., in the 

Catskills, so we were fed amazing 

food on top of everything else. 

"On the home front: My hus¬ 

band, Kevin Donovan '87E, and 

son, Miles, and I moved out of our 

South Baltimore two-story row- 

house (built in the 1920s) in sum¬ 

mer 2007, then had a contractor 

strip it down to its bones and build 

a lovely new three-story rowhouse 

in its place. The huge job was fin¬ 

ished this spring. We moved back 

in on May 1 and are thrilled to be 

studio. I have been busy cantoring 

at church, singing at weddings and 

performing with a group called 

Musicum Collegium at ND." 

Heading to the western side 

of Indiana, Dan Botich wrote 

in from Crown Point: "My son, 

Peyton, my nephew, Michael 

Casey, and I took advantage of 

an opportunity to see Columbia 

in June when my nephew took 

part in the Columbia Baseball 

Camp with coach Brett Boretti. 

At my sister's request, I took 

my nephew to New York City, 

showed him the campus and 

got him to Baker Field each day. 

It was great to see the campus 

again, especially with my son, 

who is 6, and to show him the 

city, take him to the Statue of Lib¬ 

erty, the Empire State Building, 

Rockefeller Center and Macy's. 

He loved New York City and a 

pizza 'slab.' We ate at Tom's, rode 

the subway and he ran around 

the track at the field, training 

for Columbia football camp in 

2019.1 ran into Kevin McCarthy 

'85, head women's soccer coach, 

and reminisced a bit. He was just 

great with my son, and I thank 

him. I am hoping Michael and 

Peyton will be Lions." 

Margaret McCarthy '86 wrote 

from Ithaca, N.Y., where she lives 

with her children, Hannah (13) 

and Rebecca (8), who she says are 

Demetria Gallegos '87 is the online news editor at 

The Denver Post 

back in the neighborhood Kevin 

and I encountered about 10 years 

ago. It's an incredibly fortunate life 

we have here in Baltimore, a great 

public school for Miles just a few 

blocks away, tons of friends and 

friendly neighbors all around, a 

short walk to the Inner Harbor and 

Camden Yards. We miss New York 

City but are much happier living 

here and visiting once in a while!" 

Suze Kim-Villano wrote that I 

had said to pretend that we were 

in elementary school, but, she said, 

"I actually am back in elementary 

school. I recently started teaching 

first grade in a new Catholic school 

in Granger, Ind., just outside of 

Notre Dame. I work in a beauti¬ 

ful education center next to my 

church, with the latest technology 

and interactive SMART Boards in 

every classroom. I teach 27 adorable 

kids and am having a blast! My 

daughter is in her third year at ND, 

my two older sons are in a high 

school with top-notch bands and 

my youngest is learning French 

horn. My husband loves being back 

at ND, and we are about to start 

finishing the basement with a music 

her biggest source of inspiration 

and fun. Margaret is continuing in 

a Ph.D. program at Cornell in hu¬ 

man development but also works 

full-time as an attorney at the local 

department of social services, rep¬ 

resenting the agency in child abuse 

and neglect cases and teaching 

part-time at Cornell Law School. In 

her spare time, she gardens. 

Evan Tasch is married to An¬ 

nette Duzant and lives in Fort 

Greene, Brooklyn, with their son, 

Julian. Evan, a Teach For America 

Charter Corps member, taught 

elementary school in Brooklyn for 

10 years. He is a senior head coach 

with Super Soccer Stars. 

Josie Leavitt and her partner 

of 16 years, children's author 

Elizabeth Bluemle, have lived in 

Vermont for 12 years. Shortly after 

moving to the Green Mountain 

state they opened the Flying Pig 

Bookstore. The store won the 

Lucile Micheels Partnell Award this 

year for having the best children's 

section in the nation. Josie also 

is doing stand-up comedy and 

had her first one-woman show in 

September in Burlington. 

Josie wrote that Isabelle Lanini 

and her family visited for a week. 

While they were there, Josie taught 

Claire and Eric, Isabelle's teenage 

children, how to drive. Isabelle 

recently celebrated 18 years of mar¬ 

riage to Don Lanini, who works at 

Columbia University Information 

Technology. 

Rob Flaherty (the artist formerly 

known as "Flash") lives in Jupiter, 

Fla., with his wife, Leslie, and three 

stepchildren. Rob is the regional 

director of marketing - East and 

Caribbean for The Ritz-Carlton 

Club and Residences. He was 

looking forward to the college 

football season since his oldest 

stepson. Drew Goldsmith, is a 

junior starting defensive end at 

Penn, and Drew's brother, Neil, 

is a sophomore starting outside 

linebacker for Lafayette College. 

The football travel schedule for the 

Flahertys is full, including having 

seen the boys play against each 

other on September 27 and a return 

to alma mater to see Lafayette 

play at Columbia in October. At 

the time of this writing several 

tentative classmate catch-up visits 

were set with Joe Policastro, Peter 

Von Schoenermarck, Bill Flick, 

Rob Hartz, Dave Putello '88 and 

Joe DeGaetano. Rob said, "One 

strange thing about having the 

boys out of the house is we now go 

to Benjamin H.S. football games to 

watch the dance team instead of 

the football team as our youngest, 

Alexandra, is a freshman on the 

dance team." 

And speaking of Bill Flick and 

Joe DeGaetano, Bill wrote in with 

the following story: "I recently was 

in the city on business and had 

some time to kill between meetings. 

So I took a quick trip up to campus 

for a Koronet slab and a visit to the 

bookstore. While in the bookstore 

I ran into football teammate Joe 

DeGaetano, who lives in the Atlan¬ 

tic City area. Joe had some friends 

from Italy visiting and he was 

giving them a tour of NYC, which 

of course included a tour of CU's 

campus. What are the odds?" 

Rima (Repetto) Jolivet (Rachel) 

stayed home this summer to 

work on Childbirth Connection's 

national maternity care policy sym¬ 

posium, for which she is the project 

director. The symposium will take 

place on April 3,2009, in Washing¬ 

ton, D.C. Rachel also is working on 

her doctorate in public health. Her 

son is a junior in high school; this 

past summer he was a lifeguard 

and camp counselor in Maine. 

David Yum and his family 

finally made the move out of Man¬ 

hattan to yes, you guessed it, the 

'burbs, landing in Short Hills, N.J. 

He said that even though he and his 

wife miss the city, so far the change 

has been nice. 
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Jon Bassett 

30 Phillips Ln. 

Newtonville, MA 02460 

columbia88@comcast.net 

This column is brought to you in 

part by the magic of Facebook. I 

joined shortly after our reunion, 

and was promptly "friended" by 

a number of Columbians. Among 

them was Ted Morley, who I ini¬ 

tially didn't recognize as "Edward" 

Morley. Ted, now living in Califor¬ 

nia, writes: "I have been married to 

Jennifer Thompson since 1992. We 

have two daughters, McKinley (12) 

and Maddie (8). We live in Folsom, 

less than a mile from the prison 

that Johnny Cash made famous. I 

have been working in politics since 

coming to California in 1990, first as 

a PR hack in a lobbying firm, then 

as the deputy policy director for a 

gubernatorial campaign, then as the 

public affairs director for the Cali¬ 

fornia Building Industry Associa¬ 

tion and then to the Senate, where 

I languish to this day. I am the staff 

member who represents Senate 

Republicans on all issues related to 

transportation... in other words, I 

read all the bills and tell the senators 

what they do and whether they 

are a good idea. I can't say I ever 

thought I would be a Republican, of 

all things, but from the inside, the 

two parties seem awfully similar 

these days, and I have far more in 

common with moderates in either 

party than I have with the fringe 

elements in the GOP." 

You too can find me on Facebook, 

although I admit to being a bit 

puzzled by the whole phenomenon. 

I don't see how anyone has time 

to keep up with what hundreds of 

people are doing and feeling every 

moment of every single day, but ap¬ 

parently thousands of people do. 

I heard from and about other 

classmates through a more tradi¬ 

tional medium: e-mail. Fellow public 

school history teacher Julie Anne 

Schwartz sent the following update: 

"The past two years have been ones 

of profound loss and great happi¬ 

ness. In August 2006, my mother 

passed away. However, since that 

time, I have adopted an 11-year-old 

Russian girl, Alena. She had been 

living with me and my dad since 

September 2007 and on May 23 

she officially became my daughter, 

Alena Katherine Schwartz. She is a 

sweet, brilliant and beautiful little 

girl. What a gift God has given me! 

"If Alena attends Columbia, she 

will be the fourth generation of 

Schwartzes to do so, [following ] my 

grandmother, Lillian Schwartz, who 

received her master's in psychology; 

my father, Robert Michael Schwartz 

'45; and his brother, Eugene Schwartz 

'45. If Alena attends Columbia, it will 

probably be as a math major. She is a 

gifted math student. 

"I teach social studies in the 

public high schools of New York 

City. This fall, I entered my ninth 

year of teaching in the NYC sys¬ 

tem. I am extremely proud of my 

five U.S. history sections at Health 

Opportunities H.S. in the South 

Bronx. Ninety percent of my stu¬ 

dents passed the June U.S. history 

and government Regents. This is a 

school record!" 

I recall my three years teaching 

in the South Bronx fondly. I taught 

at a Catholic girls high school. Saint 

Pius V, from 1990-93, and I know 

what an achievement it is to get a 90 

percent passing rate on the Regents 

exams. Congratulations, Julie. 

Congratulations are also in or¬ 

der for Kay Kyungsun Yu. Kay is a 

lawyer with Philadelphia firm Pep¬ 

per Hamilton and president of the 

National Asian Pacific American 

Bar Association of Pennsylvania. 

This spring she was appointed by 

Mayor Michael A. Nutter to the 

Philadelphia Commission on Hu¬ 

man Relations. 

Thanks to all who wrote or 

friended — get in touch! 
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Emily Miles Terry 

45 Clarence St. 

Brookline, MA 02446 

eterry32@comcast.net 

Hope you're enjoying the fall. I'd 

be remiss if I didn't mention that 

there is an enthusiastic team of our 

classmates planning what prom¬ 

ises to be a wonderful 20th reunion 

weekend for us Thursday, June 4- 

Sunday, June 7.1 hope you all will 

mark your calendars now, as the 

events will include everything 

from casual time with classmates 

and family picnics to swanky eve¬ 

ning events and Broadway shows. 

For those who have kids in your 

life who love to read, you'll want to 

check out the many books written by 

Laura Dower. Laura, who has three 

kids, was the creative director at Scho¬ 

lastic Books until 1999, when she left 

to pursue her own writing. As some¬ 

one who's been struggling through 

my third book. I'm speechless over 

the fact that Laura has managed to 

write more than 60 books—her 

latest. For Girls Only: Everything Great 

About Being a Girl, is a compendium 

of cool tween stuff that was released 

this summer. Laura also writes a 

popular series of books. From the 
Files of Madison Finn, starring a savvy, 

friendly seventh-grade girl. Laura is 

working on a new series for younger 

readers about monsters, coming in 

summer 2009 from Penguin Grosset, 

and a young adult prom novel com¬ 

ing from Hyperion. 

From her perch in Westchester, 

Laura writes, "My husband teach¬ 

es middle school social studies and 

our brood of three is getting older 

(Myles is 6, Olivia is 4 and Nate is 

2). They provide me with much 

inspiration for my work! I try to 

keep in touch with some dear 

friends from Carman 8, including 

Pete Ginsburg (who lives nearby 

and whom I see from time to time 

as we watch our kids grow up), 

Dan Scharf (working in L.A., s.v.p. 

for The Jim Henson Co.), Danny 

Futterman (doing a little acting 

and writing, or so he says) and 

Crissy Mitchell (kicking some 

serious butt as a doctor in R.I.). Is 

anyone else having a post-40 nos¬ 

talgia for the Marlin or Augie's or 

any of those Morningside Heights 

hot spots? In addition to publish¬ 

ing books, I obviously need to get 

out and frolic a bit more. Happy 

wishes to all near and far! Check 

out my Web site if you're killing 

time: www.lauradower.com." 

I heard from Jesus Escobar, who 

has, since 1996, been teaching art 

history and recently chairing the 

Department of Visual and Perform¬ 

ing Arts at Fairfield University in 

Fairfield, Conn., with visiting gigs 

at MIT and, this past spring, at Co¬ 

lumbia. Jesus writes, "I've become a 

scholar of Spanish architecture and 

urbanism in the 16th and 17th cen¬ 

turies, having written one book and 

now working on the second with a 

revised, Spanish-language edition 

of the first released in Madrid in 

October. Being back in the class and 

seminar rooms of Schermerhom 

Hall this spring was a blast. I'm 

not the first to say it, but today's 

undergraduates — Barnard and 

Columbia — are impressive. This 

fall, I joined the Department of Art 

History at Northwestern, where the 

chair is Claudia Swan '86 Barnard, 

and a number of other Columbi¬ 

ans are on the faculty. I've always 

commuted to Connecticut from 

New York and will continue to do 

so with my new position in Illinois. 

This is because, also since 1996, I've 

been with my partner, Eric Lee. 

His two-year-old Manhattan-based 

business, Bennett Midland, cannot 

relocate — at least not for now. Here 

in New York, we see lots of Doug 

Kremer '90, Juliet Koss '90 (when 

she passes through from L.A.), Na- 

mita Modi '89 Barnard, and, when 

she's in from Zurich, Lynn Hamell 

'89 Barnard. I'd love to hear from 

classmates in the Chicago area." 

Jon Dwyer wrote me a brief note 

during the summer to say that he 

had just returned from a fishing trip 

in Alaska with Duane Bartsch, Bob 

Giannini and Dan Loflin. "Lots of 

laughs. The people at the remote 

lodge where we stayed said Duane 

was the first person ever to show up 

with only a toothbrush for luggage." 

I'll close with a quote from J.K. 

Rowling's Harvard commence¬ 

ment speech that really resonated 

with me: "The friends with whom 

I sat on graduation day have been 

my friends for life ... At our gradu¬ 

ation we were bound by enormous 

affection, by our shared experi¬ 

ence of a time that could never 

come again, and, of course, by the 

knowledge that we held certain 

photographic evidence that would 

be exceptionally valuable if any of 

us ran for Prime Minister." 

Take care and thanks for the 

mail. 

Rachel Cowan Jacobs Lr*I|J 313 Lexington Dr. 

■■■ Silver Spring, MD 20901 

cowan@jhu.edu 

If you saw the August 17 New York 
Times, you might have read an 

article about Harlem's Abyssinian 

Baptist Church and its offshoot, the 

Abyssinian Development Corp. 

Sheena Wright is the develop¬ 

ment corporation's president and 

executive director and is involved 

in many massive projects in the 

neighborhood. I encourage you to 

read the article online. 

Judy Bernstein and her husband, 

Jeremy Blumenthal, report that their 

son, Matthew Stephen, celebrated 

his first birthday on June 10. He 

was joined by his brother Daniel 

(8) and sister Rebecca (5). Matthew 

was named after Judy's late uncle, 

Stephen Bernstein '55, an active 

alumnus. They hope Matthew will 

emulate many of Steve's wonderful 

qualities and perhaps even follow 

in the Columbia tradition! 

As a new member of Facebook, 

I recently caught up with several 

classmates, including Manhattan 

resident Paul Greenberg, and 

learned that Helena Mae was bom 

July 5,2007. Her sister, Lorelei, 

turned 4 in August. Paul is e.v.p. 

and general manager of TV Guide 

Online and reports that the sites 

(tvguide.com being the largest one 

by far) are doing well. His wife, 

Jessica, is starting work on her 

Kay Kyungsun Yu '88 is president of the National Asian 

Pacific American Bar Association of Pennsylvania. 
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From Covering Bach to Covering Books: 
Peter Mendelsund ’91’s Journey 

By Adam Wilson '09 Arts 

Peter Mendelsund '91, shown in his office (below), happened upon his 
book design career serendipitously. Here, two of his cover designs. 

SS t'm not sure techni- 
I cally when l gradu- 
I ated," says Peter 

JL Mendelsund '91, 
smiling mischievously, like a 
man who's gotten away with 
something, "but I technically 
did. I had an outstanding P.E. 
credit, if I remember correctly." 

Mendelsund's office in 
the Random House Building 
in midtown NYC is cramped 
— not small — and filled to 
the brim with books, covers 
pointed outward. He employs 
the same boyish grin while de¬ 
scribing his "circuitous" entry 
into the world of book cover 
design. "Six years ago my wife 
and l had one of those clas¬ 
sic brainstorming sessions 
... 'What do you like to do?' 
'What are your talents?' Book 
design was never something 
we came up with." 

At the time, Mendelsund 
was a concert pianist and look¬ 
ing to make a bit more money 
in order to support his new¬ 
born daughter. He met Knopf's 
associate art director and 
design guru, Chip Kidd, through 
a mutual friend, and the two 
clicked immediately. "Peter 
is that rarest of artists," says 
Kidd, "a self-taught graphic 
designer whose skill and in¬ 
stincts seem to indicate that 
he had many years of formal 
training, chained to the feet of 
Paul Rand and Alvin Lustig. In 
fact, if he were their love child 
it would not surprise me." 

Kidd himself is the brightest 
star in the world of book de¬ 
sign, perhaps the only member 
of his field to achieve cross- 
cultural recognition — he was 
recently featured on Time's list 
of 100 most influential people, 
beside such giants as Barack 
Obama '83 and Vladimir Putin. 
So his decision to take Men¬ 
delsund under his wing was no 
small act. 

To start, Kidd placed Men¬ 
delsund at Vintage Books — an 
imprint that mostly reissues 

classic books in paperback — 
but Mendelsund soon graduat¬ 
ed to Knopf. Now his hardcover 
designs crowd the display 
window at Barnes & Noble, in 
Mendelsund's six years as a 
cover designer, he has designed 
for almost every imaginable ge¬ 
nius, living and dead. The list of 
his subjects reads like a who's 
who of 20th century writers 
and thinkers: Kafka, Dostoevsky, 
Tolstoy, Walter Benjamin. "It 
was one of those weird kismet 
things where you find what 
you're supposed to be doing. I 
never in a million years would 
have thought this was a job I 
would enjoy or be good at. The 
thing is, all I do is read. It's in¬ 
credibly fun." 

It is obvious upon meet¬ 
ing him that Mendelsund is 
a man who enjoys reading. 
His eagerness and ability to 
discuss subjects ranging from 
classical music (he is writ¬ 
ing a book on the subject) to 
philosophy (which he majored 
in at Columbia) to obscure 
Japanese writers (he art di¬ 
rects an imprint for Japanese 
Manga books called Vertical) is 
impressive. 

At Columbia, Mendelsund 
spent much of his time playing 
the organ at St. Paul's Chapel 

on campus. When not playing 
music, he took philosophy and 
literature classes. He refers 
nostalgically to Wallace Gray's 
Finnegan's Wake seminar, 
a highly selective class for 
seniors that was only taught 
once. "Literature classes were 
definitely important, especially 
now that I'm in this milieu," he 
says. "Obviously, that was an 
early sign that l was attracted 
to books." 

Unlike many cover design¬ 
ers, Mendelsund feels com¬ 
pelled to read the complete 
manuscripts for the covers he 
designs. "For me, it's like, we're 

not paid a lot, so what are the 
fringe benefits? I get to work 
on a Julian Barnes book or a 
Martin Amis book — l get to 
work with these people who 
are just gods." 

When asked to choose his 
favorite cover Mendelsund is 
reticent, like a parent asked to 
choose a favorite child. Finally 
he concedes that there might 
be a "Top 10," which would 
include the new translation of 
War and Peace, Thomas Bern¬ 
hard's Frost and a collection of 
Mark Haddon's poems, which 
Mendelsund describes as the 
first cover to contain moving 
parts. 

Referring to the Bernhard 
cover, a pale blue background 
beneath a minimalist illustra¬ 
tion, Mendelsund waxes elo¬ 
quent on the nature of cover 
design. "Illustration in covers 
really interests me," he says. 
"When l first came here, 
basically all the jackets that 
were done were photographs, 
which l have a fundamental 
philosophical issue with. 
Authors prefer illustrations. 
People don't want to have 
their characters literally rep¬ 
resented. Or their milieu. It 
takes the place of narrative." 

Adam Wilson '09 Arts is a 
writer living in Brooklyn. 
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dissertation for her Ph.D. in English 

literature, which she hopes to finish 

in the next year or so. 

Who says you can't go home 

again? Laura Shaw Frank spent 

a month this summer working at 

a summer camp in the Poconos. 

Crafty person that she is, she also 

had three of her children there as 

campers. Laura might be 40 on 

paper but she's still a kid at heart. 

In September, she began her Ph.D. 

program in history at the University 

of Maryland. 

Imagine my delight at bumping 

into my Silver Spring neighbor 

Steve Winick at a neighborhood 

store. He's still working at the 

American Folklife Center in the 

Library of Congress, still singing 

with the Ship's Company Chantey- 

men and other groups, and still 

writing for Dirty Linen, the maga¬ 

zine of folk and world music. Now 

he also is part of Washington Rev¬ 

els, a performing arts group "dedi¬ 

cated to reviving and celebrating 

cultural traditions — music, dance, 

stories, drama and ritual — that 

have bound communities together 

over the ages and across the globe. 

The 26th annual Christmas Revels 

tunes up to celebrate in French- 

Canadian style with Quebecois 

singing, dancing, music and tales" 

(www.revelsdc.org/ events.html). 

Steve will be acting and singing 

Quebecois folksongs as "Gaston," 

the leader of a group of voyageurs 

in 19th-century Quebec. The pro¬ 

duction is December 6-7 and 12-14 

at GWU's Lisner Auditorium. 

Margie Kim 

c/o CCT 

475 Riverside Dr., Ste 917 

New York, NY 10115 

margiekimkim@ 

hotmail.com 

Editor’s note: CCT thanks Antonio 

Ocasio for his work on the September/ 
October issue and welcomes Margie 

Kim as the new class correspondent. 
You may reach her at the e-mail above, 
or by postal mail c/o CCT. 

Please let me know what's happen¬ 

ing with you, and I will share your 

news with the class. 

Jeremy Feinberg 

315 E. 65th St. #3F 

New York, NY 10021 

jeremy.feinberg@verizonjriet 

Hello to all. Can you believe that 

iti s been 20 years since we all de¬ 

scended on Momingside Heights 

as eager first-year students? Ori¬ 

entation memories may not be as 

fresh as they once were, but I can 

still name the first classmate I met, 

the names of most people on my 

hall and even the classmate who 

asked me if Ethan Frome was going 

to be on the writing placement 

exam we all had to take. I'd be very 

interested in hearing what all of 

you remember. Feel free to share 

when you next write in. 

As for this month's mailbag, it 

was nice to hear from a first-time 

correspondent. That was Nick 

Primavera, who, in response to my 

recent question about members of 

our class running marathons, shared 

a story about himself and soccer 

teammate and roommate Mike 

Connolly. In 2001, the pair decided 

to enter the lottery for the NYC 

Marathon, having never competed 

in such an undertaking. According 

to Nick, "I think we were both hop¬ 

ing that the other guy would not be 

picked, in which case we had agreed 

to defer and try to run together the 

following year. Of course, we were 

both picked and then felt obli¬ 

gated to train and run. Successfully 

completing the race was a great 

experience for us and we remain 

close friends, living two towns apart 

on Long Island." Nick is an s.v.p. at 

Capital One Leverage Finance. 

I also received word of some 

exciting news for Jean Lee, my 

former Columbia Daily Spectator 
colleague. Jean was recently named 

Associated Press' chief of bureau for 

Seoul, South Korea. She had previ¬ 

ously been a supervising editor for 

AP in Europe, having worked at 

the news cooperative in a variety of 

roles since 1995. According to the 

AP, Jean has worked on such stories 

as the summit between North and 

South Korea's leaders in 2000 and 

the Virginia Tech massacre. 

We also have news from Fred 

Giordano. Fred switched law 

firms, departing from McCarter 

& English and joining K&L Gates' 

Newark office this past February 

as a partner in its Insurance Cover¬ 

age Group. More recently Fred 

learned that New Jersey Law Journal 
had named him to its 2008 "40 

Under 40" list, an annual look at 

40 promising young professionals 

in New Jersey's legal community. 

Congratulations! 

Mary O'Donnell Hulme: "Un¬ 

der the better late than never news 

category: I got married this spring 

to James Hulme; our wedding and 

reception were in the city. College 

people in attendance included 

Julie Alig Scala, Reva Edelstein 

Snow, Thea Antos Burroughs, 

Katerina Antos Hulme '90 and 

Kathryn O'Donnell '93." 

Finally, sticking with legal news, 

I am pleased to report that John 

Vagelatos now is an assistant 

United States attorney for the 

Eastern District of New York. John 

and I attended the wedding of 

Michelle Widlitz '92 Barnard and 

A1 Sapienza. Among the Columbia 

Jenny Bower Maggard '95 e-mailed us: "I'm prompted to write because 
l attended a wonderful event:” the 1st Annual west Coast volleyball 
Reunion, hosted in Palos Verdes, Calif., by the family of Nikki Learned 
'07 on July 12. "We were introduced to the new head coach, Jon Wilson, 
and his assistant, Brie Katz,” Maggard wrote. "It was a fabulous after¬ 
noon, and we all hoped it was the beginning of a new annual tradition." 
From left to right: Kat Griffith '04, Ellie Thomas '10 (current player), 
Maggard, Cassie Light '08, Learned and Helen Reale '84 Barnard. 

affiliates in attendance were Jessica 

Malberg '92 Barnard, Leslie Stone 

'92 Barnard, John Phillip '93, Dan 

Lorge '93 and Dave Landreth '95. 
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Thad Sheely 

152 Gates Ave. 

Montclair, NJ 07042 

tsheely@jets.nfl.com 

A Special (Late) Edition of the Ac¬ 

cidental Turitz (Neil Turitz): 

There really is nothing like going 

to a reunion to see just how much all 

of your old "friends" have aged dur¬ 

ing the ensuing years since last you 

visited. If you're like me—who still 

looks fabulous and not a whole lot 

older than I did when we graduated 

a decade-and-a-half past (though it 

still seems like a lot less time than 

that)—you root for the best in 

people, and hope that the bulging 

bellies, drooping jowls and sagging 

... parts... are at a minimum. 

Sure, there are those who show 

up to a reunion filled with the 

hopes of schadenfreude, but my 

experience limits them to my 10th 

high school reunion, nine years 

ago, which led to my walking out 

and saying, "Never again." 

The experience of coming back 

to campus every five years, howev¬ 

er, is entirely different. Sure, there 

are people you see who you barely 

knew Back Then (if you even knew 

them at all), but the overwhelm¬ 

ing number of attendees were, 

indeed, old friends. People like 

Betsy Gomperz, Robyn Tuerk, 

George Hassan, Julie Hassan, 

Thad Sheely, Addison Golladay, 

Drew Stevens '93E, Alan Freeman, 

Rachel Mintz, Joel Lusman, Tom 

Casey, Sandy Johnson, Dan Gil¬ 

lies '93E, Rhanda Moussa, Chris 

Raker Garcia, Jesse Auth, Rita Pi- 

etropinto-Kitt, Andrew Ceresney, 

David Shimkin, Stephen Morfe- 

sis, Rebecca Boston and even the 

long-lost Joe Calcagno, and that 

barely scratches the surface. 

(Hey, Thad, don't print this part, 

but it's a few months now and I'm 

sure I forgot some people, so do 

me a favor and throw some other 

names in there, will ya? I don't 

want to come off as the jerk I most 

clearly and obviously am. Thanks!) 

The great thing about it is how 

fantastic everyone looked, even 

with some of those aforementioned 

bulges, droopings and saggings. 

IT s often forgotten how much 

people actually can improve with 

age, and look so much better with 

the added years of wisdom and 

experience, not to mention maybe 

even marriage and parenthood. 

Yup, you might not have made 

this 15th reunion for the Class of 

'93, but you should definitely try to 

make the 20th. This was the third 

one of these for me (having been in 

attendance for Nos. 5 and 10, too), 

and if there was ever a reason to 

come back and see some people you 

haven't talked to in years, this is it. 

So, here you go, Thad. A few 

paragraphs of Accidental Turitz for 

you, as promised. 

Talk to you in five years! 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Paul Pavlica 
pjp2H3@columbia.edu 

212-870-2769 
DEVELOPMENT Rachel Towers 

rt2339@columbia.edu 
212-870-3453 ILeyla Kokmen 

440 Thomas Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

leylak@earthlink.net 

Well, they say no news is good 

news. Except in the case of Class 

Notes, when no news is very sad 
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indeed. Come on folks! Please, oh 

please, heed my desperate plea for 

information. We're curious! What's 

new with you? 

Janet Lorin 

127 W. 96th St., #2GH 

New York, NY 10025 

jrflO@columbia.edu 

Jennifer (Maggard) Bower 

dropped a note about her recent 

reunion in California with former 

volleyball team members. Jenny 

returned to southern California 

after college and lives in Ven¬ 

ice Beach. She is a high school 

chemistry teacher, recently earned 

a master's in education and is a 

"Lead Teacher" for the new L.A. 

unified school district reform . 

movement. "I manage to have 

some local fun surfing and such 

and love the freedom to travel that 

my job affords me," she writes. 

Jennifer's twin, Amy (Maggard) 

Jones '95 Barnard, lives in San 

Diego with her husband, Joshua, 

and daughter, Arwen. Jenny at¬ 

tended the first annual West Coast 

Volleyball Reunion this summer 

in Palos Verdes, where she met 

the new head coach, Jon Wilson, 

and his assistant Brie Katz. "It was 

a fabulous afternoon, and we all 

hoped it was the beginning of a 

new annual tradition," she wrote. 

"Many of our teammates were 

missing and we desperately need 

help getting their contact info. 

Some of the girls talked of starting 

a Facebook page for Columbia 

volleyball alumni as a method of 

communicating across the dis¬ 

tances and years." Contact Jenny 

at jendog73@aol.com. [See photo.] 

Also on the West Coast, Darien 

Shanske teaches law at UC Hast¬ 

ings. On his course load this fall is 

local and state government, and in 

the spring he'll add federal income 

taxation and jurisprudence. Darien 

graduated from Stanford and has a 

Ph.D. from UC Berkeley in rhetoric 

as well as an M.A. from McGill in 

philosophy. 

Before law school, Darien was 

a financial consultant to California 

local governments, and after Stan¬ 

ford was an attorney in the public 

finance department of Sidley 

Austin in San Francisco. He later 

clerked for Judge Pierre N. Leval of 

the United States Court of Appeals 

for the Second Circuit. Darien's 

interests include local government 

law, taxation, public finance and ju¬ 

risprudence, and he now works on 

projects related to the interaction of 

political choice and economics on 

local government law, particularly 

local government finance law, and 

on the role of legal conflict and 

equity in Thucydides and classical 

Athenian law generally. 

Rozz Nash married fellow 

musician Neil Coulon in a small 

wedding on a lake near their beach 

house in Marica, Brazil. Several 

Columbia folks attended: Jeremiah 

Crowell '96 and his wife. Heather 

McGeory '96 Barnard; "man of 

honor" Ron E. Miles '96 and his 

wife, Shondelle Miles '96; and Dora 

Gruner '96. Rozz met Neil through 

a mutual friend who had been try¬ 

ing to introduce them for a couple 

of years. Neil tried to see Rozz and 

her band. Red Lotus, in Boston 

where he lived at the time. 

"He missed our show, but we 

hung out afterward for an hour 

before I had to jump on the Fung 

Wah bus back to NYC," Rozz 

writes. "We were engaged about 

3 % months later and were married 

seven months after that!" They are 

now Rozz and Neil Nash-Coulon 

and the couple, who live in Wil¬ 

liamsburg, formed a new music 

project, Coulon. 

I have some news. too. I left my 

job running the Newark bureau of 

The Associated Press in March for 

Bloomberg News, where I write 

about higher education. I love the 

subject and the shorter commute. 

On lucky 08-08-08, with 11 minutes 

to spare, my husband, Scott, and 

I welcomed our son, Isaac "Ike" 

Noah Lorin, to the world. During 

my pregnancy, I reconnected with 

Rebecca Amaru, and she delivered 

Isaac during the opening ceremo¬ 

nies of the Beijing Olympics. 

Rebecca and her husband, 

Jonathan, bought a house in White 

Plains, ending a 17-year stretch in 

Manhattan that started when she was 

17 and came to New York bound for 

Carman Hall. They live around the 

comer from Adina Shoulson and her 

husband, Todd Stem. 

In January 2007, Rebecca left 

her practice in the Faculty Practice 

Associates at Mount Sinai to join 

Shari Brasner and Isabel Blum- 

berg, "and now I am experienc¬ 

ing true workplace happiness, 

with a much calmer schedule 

and extraordinary partners," she 

writes. (I can attest to the fabulous 

practice.) Rebecca gave birth to Jo- 

lie Simone Waitman in November 

2007, who joined sisters Lyla (5) 

and Isabel (3) to make an amazing 

trio. Adina has been living in 

White Plains for the past three 

years. She and her husband have 

three children, Gabriel ("Gabi," 4), 

Sonia (2) and Dalia (5 months). 

"They spend quite a bit of time 

playing with Rebecca's children, 

which makes us all happy," Adina 

writes. Adina teaches history 

at SAR H.S., a private school in 

Riverdale. She is in touch with Lea 

Rappaport Geller, who lives in 

Seattle with her growing crew. 

Thanks for all the updates, and 

please keep the news coming. 

Ana S. Salper 

125 Prospect Park West, 

Apt. 4A 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

asalper@yahoo.com 

Only a bit of news to report — I 

urge you as always to send in more 

notes! Our column has been lacking 

lately, and I want to hear from you. 

Michael W. Wara has become an 

assistant professor of law at Stanford 

Law School. Hilda Ramirez and 

her husband, Juan Carlos Abreu, 

welcomed their first child, daughter 

Alanis Soleil, in the spring. All are 

enjoying spending quality time with 

each other. Having mastered sleep¬ 

less nights, Hilda started medical 

school in August at P&S. She writes 

that if she has any free time at all, she 

hopes to continue playing the oboe. 

As I write this column, the Dem¬ 

ocratic and Republican conventions 

have just ended, and the campaigns 

for the Presidency are heating up. 

By the time you read this, we will 

have elected a new President. That 

is why it is only fitting for me to 

leave you with the last W. quote: 

"I'll be long gone before some 

smart person ever figures out what 

happened inside this Oval Office." 

—George W. Bush, Washington, 

D.C., May 12,2008 
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Sarah Katz 

1935 Parrish St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19130 

srkl2@columbia.edu 

From Szilard Kiss: "After five 

years at Harvard, my wife and I 

moved from Boston back to New 

York City, where I am an assistant 

professor of ophthalmology in the 

Division of Vitreo-Retinal Surgery 

at Weill Cornell Medical Col¬ 

lege and NewYork-Presbyterian 

Hospital. My wife is an oncologist 

and geneticist at Memorial-Sloan 

Kettering Cancer Center. We live 

on the Upper East Side." 

Greta Angert and Matt Albert 

'96 GSAS celebrated the arrival of 

their first child. Tali Bea, on April 

2. Greta is back at work in her psy¬ 

chotherapy private practice, while 

Matt is executive director of the 

New Los Angeles Charter School, a 

middle school he founded. 

The New York Times noted in 

its June 22 issue that Benjamin 

Jacob Middleman and Jennifer 

Elizabeth Eisenberg were married 

that day. Rabbi Peter J. Rubenstein 

officiated at the Atlantica, an event 

space in Westhampton Beach, N.Y. 

Benjamin, 32, is the founder and 

president of Mimesis Publishing, a 

New York printing firm specializ¬ 

ing in the reproduction of artwork 

for promotional cards, posters and 

catalogs. Jennifer, 31, is the senior 

audience development manager 

for the online division of Arthur 

Frommer's Budget Travel maga¬ 

zine in New York. She graduated 

magna cum laude from Amherst. 

The Alumni Office shared the 

news that Aravind Adiga's The 
White Tiger: A Novel, has won the 

Man Booker Prize. The prize, 

founded in 1969, is awarded to the 

Best Novel of the Year by a citizen 

of the Commonwealth or the 

Republic of Ireland, as judged by a 

five-person panel of critics, writers 

and academics. Investment com¬ 

pany Man Group has sponsored 

the prize since 2002. It is worth 

£50,000. In addition to international 

glory, winning the prize usually 

increases book sales worldwide. 

According to The Straits Times 
(Singapore), Aravind (33) was bom 

in Chennai, grew up in Mangalore 

and emigrated with his family to 

Sydney in his teens. He studied 

English literature at Columbia and 

Oxford before becoming a journalist. 

He is a freelance journalist in Mum¬ 

bai and the second-youngest author 

to win the Man Booker Prize. 

The White Tiger is his first novel. 

The book is written in the form of 

"letters" from an Indian entrepre¬ 

neur to the soon-to-visit Chinese 

premier, and it tells the tale of two 

Indias — the poor, desperate one 

of the rural heartland, and the rich, 

glittery one of the coastal cities 

— and of how the narrator has 

stopped at nothing to claw himself 

out of one and into the other. 

The New Yorker says the story's 

message "isn't subtle or novel," 

but that its narrator's "appealingly 

sardonic voice and acute observa¬ 

tions of the social order are both 

winning and unsettling." The Straits 
Times calls it "a tale of suspense and 

questionable morality, which takes 

you ... into the heart of India." 

Congratulations to Aravind! 

On a sad personal note. I'm sorry 

to report that my son, Ezra Malik 

Katz Love, died in utero on August 

29 when I was eight months preg¬ 

nant. He is mourned and missed 

by my husband, David Love, and 

I, and by his loving grandparents, 

uncles, aunts and cousins. 

Sandra P. Angulo Chen 

10209 Day Ave. 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

spa76@yahoo.com 

Happy fall. Class of '98. After the 

mammoth-sized reunion notes of 

the September/October issue, this 

one is definitely on the short-and- 

sweet side. 

Louis De Leon wasn't able to 

attend our 10-year reunion and 

had never written in, but he wrote 

in recently with a wonderful 

accomplishment: "I was on the 

varsity swim team from '94—'98 
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and, along with Matt Gilman and 

RJ Griffin, was elected a tri-captain 

of the '97-98 team. I've continued 

to swim and was named a U.S. 

Masters Swimming All-American 

for having the fastest time in the 

200 butterfly in the 30-34 age 

group for the '07 short course 

meters season." 

Louis, who lives in San Antonio, 

where he was bom and raised, 

swam the 200 meters in 2:25:04. 

Way to go, Louis! 

Congratulations are in order to 

two new fathers: Brook Shepard 

and his wife, Xhenete, had an 8 lb., 

8 oz. boy. Mason Llewellyn, on Au¬ 

gust 4. They bought their home in 

Red Hook, Brooklyn, this summer. 

The Shepards work in Manhattan: 

Xhenete's a teacher, and Brook is 

director of search marketing at 

Yodle.com. Erwin Dweck caught 

up with me on Facebook to let me 

know that he and his wife, Sandy, 

had their second daughter, Yvette, 

on July 6. "Everyone is doing 

well," he writes. 

Here's to more CC '98 babies! 
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Tank Dalton and his wife, Rochelle 

(Cameron) Dalton, welcomed a 

daughter, Maxine Price, on March 3. 

Sara (Steindel) Dauber and her 

husband, Andrew '00, are quite 

content in Brookline, Mass., with son 

Boaz (1). Sara recently joined a ven¬ 

ture-backed biotech startup, Gelesis, 

as director and project manager. 

Bonnie (Oster) Berger and her 

husband, Sam Berger, welcomed a 

daughter, Haley Faith, on Novem¬ 

ber 28,2007. Their son, Joey (2), is 

adjusting to life as a big brother. 

Sam completed his ophthalmology 

residency as chief resident in June at 

Albert Einstein/Montefiore Medical 

Center in the Bronx. Since then Sam 

has started his fellowship in cornea 

and external disease at Ophthal¬ 

mic Consultants of Long Island, a 

private practice in Long Island. 

Anybody headed to Atlanta? If 

so, check out the Columbia Club 

of Atlanta and its new president, 

Roxann Smithers. I can attest that 

they are a very welcoming bunch! 

For track and field alumni who 

missed the e-mail, a few alumni 

have organized a Web site for all 

former teammates and current run¬ 

ners (and throwers). Any former 

team members can join at www. 

tnfalumni.com. It's a great way to 

keep abreast of who's running fast, 

who's running slowly and who's 

still able to run after all these years. 

Don't forget, our 10th reunion is 

just around the comer (Thursday, 

June 4r-Sunday, June 7)1 Check for 

more info on events and getting in¬ 

volved in subsequent columns. If you 

have any questions, feel free to e-mail 

me or sign up at the reunion Web 

site, www.college.columbia.edu/ 

reunion/gallery/alumniupdate. 

Prisca Bae 

334 W. 17th St., Apt. 3B 

New York, NY 10011 

pbl34@columbia.edu 

Homin Lee is the design technolo¬ 

gist for Museo (www.museomag 

azine.com), a new paperless, quar¬ 

terly, contemporary art magazine 

run by David Shapiro '01 and Peter 

Zuspan '01. Homin is completing 

his Ph.D. in cryptography. 

Veronica DeLeon has been 

teaching general chemistry at the 

high school level in South Texas 

and plans to attend dental school. 

She would love to hear from old 

friends: deleon-veronica30@att.net. 

Bob Hay and Lauren Feldman 

were married on May 24. They met 

at Columbia on the first day of orien¬ 

tation but didn't begin dating until 

three years after graduation. Bob and 

Lauren live and work in New York. 

The wedding was in Greenwich Vil¬ 

lage and many from our class were 

in attendance: Emily Abruzzo, Ryan 

Brown, Dana Maiden, Malcolm 

McVay, Brian Walsh, Hannah West 

and Courtney Wusthoff, as were 

Amber Watters '00 Barnard, Kathy 

Mirescu '00 Barnard, Franklin Lavi- 

ola '03 and Elizabeth Greene '03. The 

couple had a long, lovely honey¬ 

moon in Scandinavia. 

Sarah Spatz (nee Green) gave 

birth on June 18 to a girl, Chloe 

Brette, at 8:17 a.m. Chloe weighed 5 

lbs., 15 oz. Sarah and her husband, 

Mark, are exhausted but thrilled. 

Finally, I am writing this on 

September 11 and the live coverage 

of the 9-11 Memorial Ceremony 

at the World Trade Center is on 

in the background. I happened to 

be listening as Brooke Alexandra 

Jackman's father gave a beautiful 

tribute to his daughter. Brooke's 

family has set up a foundation in 

her name, and I encourage you to 

get involved: www.brookejackman 

foundation.org. The foundation 

honors Brooke's "deep love of 

reading and profound interest in 

helping children," and its mission 

is to "create and support programs 

enhancing the literacy and self¬ 

esteem of disadvantaged children 

and their families in and around 

the New York area." By the time 

this goes to print, the foundation 

will have held its seventh Annual 

Benefit at the New York Palace 

Hotel on October 23. 

Brooke was an associate bond 

trader at Cantor Fitzgerald but 

hoped to get her master's at Berke¬ 

ley's School of Social Work. She 

lived in Murray Hill. Brooke would 

have turned 30 on August 28. 

Jonathan Gordin 

3030 N. Beachwood Dr. 

Los Angeles, CA 90068 

jrg53@columbia.edu 

If s not often that I have almost 

more material than I can manage 

— but this is a good problem to 

have. I'm delighted about all the 

summer weddings (and various 

other news) I've reported on below 

and hope you all continue to keep 

me well-informed. 

Becca Siegel and John Bradley 

were married at Our Lady of 

Lourdes Catholic Church in 

Malveme, N.Y., on August 9, fol¬ 

lowed by an elegant reception at 

the Garden City Hotel. Becca and 

John met while graduate students 

at the University of Wisconsin, 

where Becca received a master's 

in English and John is a Ph.D. 

candidate in English specializing 

in contemporary American poetry. 

Becca remains a technical writer at 

Epic, a medical software company, 

and the couple lives in Madison. 

They enjoyed honeymooning in 

the Canadian Rockies, with stops 

at Lake Louise and Banff. 

The bridal party included Becca's 

fellow Carmanites, Ali Kidd, maid 

of honor, and bridesmaids Eri 

Kaneko and Dr. Emily Georgitis 

'01E. Several CC 'Olers joined the 

festivities, including Jenny Tubridy, 

Anne-Marie Ebner, Joe Rezek, 

Billy Kingsland, Jessica Tubridy 

and Jaime Pannone. Becca and 

John were thrilled to be surrounded 

by many of their friends and family 

on such a gorgeous day in August. 

Becca's wedding prompted a load 

of new updates about some of the 

distinguished guests: Anne-Marie 

Ebner has been working for two 

years as a program designer for ADP 

in its corporate offices in Parsippany, 

N.J. She recently was promoted to a 

lead position in the New Technology 

Solutions group, which focuses on 

new product development. Jessica 

Tubridy completed courses for an 

M.B.A. at NYU's Stem School of 

Business. She went there part-time 

while working full-time as a sales 

executive at Aetna in its NYC 

office. Jennifer Tubridy started 

her second year as an ADA at the 

Queens District Attorney's Office. 

Jaime Pannone lives in Philadel¬ 

phia, where she is a musician and 

editor for The Deli, an independent 

online magazine that covers the 

music scenes in New York, L. A., San 

Francisco, Nashville and Burlington. 

She is in the process of launching a 

Philadelphia Deli site and performs 

with her band on a weekly basis. 

(www.myspace.com/jaimel3, www. 

thedelimagazine.com). Ali Kidd 

graduated from UCLA in May with 

a J.D. and master's of public policy. 

She spent a few months traveling 

through Greece, Croatia and the 

Alps. She'll move to San Francisco 

when she returns to work for the law 

firm Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher. 

Before becoming a bride herself, 

Becca Siegel had the pleasure of 

attending the beautiful wedding 

of Eri Kaneko and Ian Wilson at 

Brooklyn's River Cafe on June 14. 

The celebration was attended by 

many CC 'Olers, including Eunice 

Rho, Billy Kingsland, Wadad Cor- 

tas, Tina Alexander, Nancy Perla, 

Susan Pereira Wilsey, Reema 

Kapadia, Rabia Saeed, Joe Rezekb 

and Sarah Rosenbaum, as well as 

Charles Donohoe '02. The perfect 

evening and incredible food were 

punctuated by a spectacular 

display of fireworks for which each 

guest had a front-row seat. 

Jamie and I had the pleasure 

of attending Hilary Feldstein's 

wedding to Dave Ratner on August 

31. Hilary and Dave were married 

on a stunning cliff overlooking the 

Pacific in Palos Verdes, Calif., before 

a crowd of guests that included 

Wadad Cortas (bridesmaid), Eric 

Lane and Alex Chung. Following 

a dream honeymoon in the South 

Pacific, Hilary and Dave returned to 

their new apartment in Playa Vista. 

The wedding of Katie Lukashok 

and George P. Mahoney took 

place on July 26 in St. Thomas the 

Apostle R.C. Church in the Pleas¬ 

ant Plains neighborhood on Staten 

Island. Katie received an associ¬ 

ate's and earned a B.S., both in 

nursing, from CUNY Staten Island. 

She is an assistant manager in the 

medical surgical unit of Staten 

Island University Hospital. George 

earned a B.S. in chemical engineer¬ 

ing, a B.A. in mathematics, was 

named to the dean's list, joined 

Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity and was 

a member of the football team. He 

is a chemical engineer with Merck, 

Rahway, N.J., and a football coach 

with Poly Prep H.S., Brooklyn. 

After a honeymoon to Riviera 

Maya, Mexico, the couple reside 

in the Oakwood neighborhood on 

Staten Island. 

Lauren Suzanne Balbach and 

Christopher Cameron Loutit were 

married on July 26 at Christ Church 

in Short Hills, N.J. Lauren is a v.p. 

of Bank of America; she works in 

Wilmington, N.C. Christopher is 

an associate at the Wilmington law 

firm Johnson, Lambeth & Brown. 

He graduated from Trinity College 
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in Hartford and received his law 

degree from American. 

Jenny Moussa Spring wrote 

in with her wedding news, just 

past her one-year anniversary. "I 

married my longtime Columbia 

sweetheart, Jonathan Spring '03E, 

surrounded by many of our Co¬ 

lumbia friends. Jon and I met in the 

Clefhangers in 1999. In our bridal 

party, we had Rachel (Grundfast) 

Lappen '00 Barnard, Adam Kubryk 

'03, C. Gabriel Traupman '03, Rishi 

Manepalli '02 and Will Githens 

'01E. Friends also included Emily 

Huters, Justin Lappen '02, Kelly 

McCreary '03 Barnard, Kevin Bau 

'01 Business, Ben Langmead '03 

and Sara Goldfarb Langmead 

'02E (whose wedding we had at¬ 

tended two weeks before), Aimee 

Silverman, Yuliya Shneyderman, 

Shampa Saira Bari '02 and her 

husband, Daniel Wolven '99, Kristy 

Overman, Liz Martin '03E and Ma¬ 

rimba Gold-Watts '03 Barnard. We 

were so grateful to all of our friends 

because every last one had to travel 

to be with us on our wedding day. 

It was so amazing to see them all. 

"Jon and I have been living in 

Cambridge, Mass., since 2005.1 

am finally putting my art history 

degree to good use — I work at the 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, in its 

licensing department, which com¬ 

bines my degree with my previous 

licensing experience in publishing. 

It's a really exciting time at the 

museum, as we're undergoing an 

enormous expansion and cam¬ 

paign, and my licensing efforts are 

tied in to the opening of the new 

American Wing in 2010." 

David Shapiro is publishing and 

editing Museo (www.museomaga 

zine.com), an online contemporary 

art magazine dedicated to dialogic 

forms of writing. Peter Zuspan is 

the architecture editor. One of the 

lead articles for the fall edition will 

be authored by Sarah Rosenbaum- 

Kranson. Other Columbia alumni 

involved include Design Tech¬ 

nologist Homin Lee '00 and writers 

Miriam Katz '02 Barnard and 

Kristen Lorello '04 Barnard. 

Melvin Miller wrote, "I went 

on to pursue a master's of divinity 

in systematic theology from Union 

Theological Seminary, right down 

the street. I graduated in 2005 

and continued as the minister 

for youth and young adults at 

The Riverside Church since 2004 

(again, right down the street). 

After spending four years there, I 

started my own company in 2006, 

Melvin Miller Presents, a global 

company that provides corporate 

social responsibility consulting for 

worldwide corporations. To date, 

our major clients have been and 

are Nike, Google and The World 

Council of Churches. I am working 

on a global initiative for Nike, The 

Human Race, which will make 

major donations to The World 

Wildlife Fund, The United Nations 

High Commissioner on Refugees, 

Ninemillion.org Campaign and 

The Lance Armstrong Foundation 

for Cancer Research. I also started a 

nonprofit. The National Step Team 

for Social Justice, which focuses 

on global human rights and social 

justice (stepforjustice.org) — Nike 

is a sponsor. I am partnered with 

Chad Boettcher, s.v.p., corporate 

responsibility, Weber Shandwick." 

Jeff Senter graduated from 

Georgetown University Law Center 

in May. He spent his third year of 

law school at NYU and is remain¬ 

ing in NYC. 

Corey Barnes is in Virginia, where 

he owns and runs an artist manage¬ 

ment company. Dream World Enter¬ 

tainment (www.dreamworMent.com). 

Last but not least, Jamie and 

I must give a special shout-out 

to all our Columbia and Barnard 

friends who have helped welcome 

our daughter, Julian, to the world 

— we're blissfully happy with the 

new addition to our family. 

Best wishes for a wonderful 

holiday season! 

Sonia Hirdaramani 

2 Rolling Dr. 

Old Westbury, NY 11568 

soniah57@gmail.com 

I hope you enjoyed your respec¬ 

tive summers. I spent the majority 

of mine planning my wedding to 

Aroon Flirdaramani. The "big fat 

Greek Indian wedding" took place 

August 25-27 in Athens, Greece. 

My Columbia girlfriends, Lindsay 

Jurist-Rosner, Su Ahn and Agnia 

Baranauskaite, performed a Bolly¬ 

wood dance for one of my functions. 

Lindsay, one of my best friends, got 

engaged to Brandon Shainfeld upon 

her return from the wedding. 

Lillian Davies and Guillaume 

de Goumay were married on May 

3 in Lillian's hometown of Austin, 

Texas. Jessica Beard '03 was one of 

the bride's attendants. The couple 

also celebrated with Joyce Chang 

Anderson and her husband, Chris 

Anderson '03; Chantal Sharif Beck '01 

Barnard and her husband, Carsten 

Beck '00E; Alex Conway '00; Joanna 

Keh '02E; Kristen Macellari; Keith 

Pahnieri; and Sarah Weakley '01. 

After the wedding, Lillian and 

Guillaume returned to Paris to 

live and work. Lillian recently 

has taken over the position of 

editor-in-chief of Uovo maga¬ 

zine and continues to write for 

Artforum while developing a 

consulting business for collectors 

of contemporary art. 

Maximilian Lee and Alice Lu 

were married on April 12 at Pea 

chtree Road United Methodist 

Church in Atlanta, with a recep¬ 

tion at the Four Seasons Hotel. 

Many Columbia graduates cel¬ 

ebrated their wedding with them: 

Genevieve Ko, Winona Ou '02E, 

Henry Wong, Huan Wei Hee '02E, 

Michelle Lee '06, Christopher 

Cheng '02E, Lydia Chou '02E, Hi- 

ronobu Katoh '02E, Christopher 

Wong, Colleen Hsia, Willie Wong 

'02E and Leo Chiu. The groom's 

father, Henry Lee '72E, and many 

of his Columbia classmates also 

were in attendance. 

Rosalind M. Chow has joined 

the Tepper School of Business at 

Carnegie Mellon as an assistant 

professor of organizational behav¬ 

ior and theory. She received a Ph.D. 

from Stanford earlier this year. 

Geoffrey Hoffman '91 and Paula 

Davis Hoffman have a son. Oliver 

was bom in April and weighed 8 

lbs., 2 oz. 

Please send all future updates to 

soniah57@gmail.com. 

PV1 Michael Novielli 

[ IM 205 w-103rd St' APt-4B 
bid New York, NY 10025 

mjn29@columbia.edu 

The fall term has proven to be an 

exciting one: Among other things, 

the long-anticipated return of 

Barack Obama '83 and Senator John 

McCain to campus for a discussion 

on service proved to be a great op¬ 

portunity for students to engage in 

this important issue. For those who 

prefer music over politics, R&B star 

Usher also was on campus as part 

of the same Service Nation Summit 

event. It* 2 3 * * * 7 s never a dull moment at 

Columbia, and the same is hue for 

our classmates, who continue to do 

amazing things ... 

Katori Hall's Saturday Night/ 
Sunday Morning, a comedy about 

love and awakenings set during 

the end of the Second World War, 

was performed at Juilliard in early 

September. Lee Mottard, who 

majored in architecture, is a project 

manager for Atlantis Group, a 

small architectural company in 

Newton, Mass., where he resides. 

Lee also serves on two political 

commissions at City Hall for the 

City of Newtown, interviews 

prospective Columbia students 

through the Alumni Representa¬ 

tive Committee and plays orga¬ 

nized soccer. Connie Sheu Chun 

announced the release of her first 

CD, Waking or Sleeping, which can 

be found at www.conniesheu.com. 

Connie and her husband, Paul 

Chun, relocated to Los Angeles 

from San Diego, as Connie is also 

pursing a doctorate at USC. 

Amy Ma lives in Hong Kong 

with her husband, Alex Lee '01. She 

recently finished a children's book 

line, and is the food and wine editor 

for a magazine there. Jonathan 

Manes graduated from Yale Law 

School this spring and recently 

began a clerkship for Justice Mor¬ 

ris Fish of the Supreme Court of 

Canada in Ottawa. Liza Mamtani 

moved to Amsterdam, where she 

is an associate at Baker & McK¬ 

enzie. Jenica Upshaw graduated 

from Cornell's medical school and 

is doing her residency in internal 

medicine at Massachusetts General 

Hospital. Joseph LoGiudice '04 has 

returned to Columbia to be an ad¬ 

vising counselor in the Division of 

Student Affairs for Columbia Col¬ 

lege and SEAS. He works closely 

with McNair Scholars while also 

advising students who participate 

in the Higher Education Opportu¬ 

nity Program. 

Our class has plenty of wedding 

news: Ariana Ghez married Frank 

Rosenwein at the Tribeca Rooftop in 

New York. Seth Caffrey, former v.p. 

of policy for the Columbia College 

Student Council and someone I 

had the pleasure of working with 

closely while at Columbia, married 

Erica Phillips '03 Barnard. Seth is an 

associate in the litigation depart¬ 

ment at Davis Polk & Wardwell. 

Haley Krug (nee Olsen-Acre), an 

attorney in Seattle, married Michael 

Krug '01. Haley is the proud mother 

of their new son, Julian. 

Andrea Herbst Paul writes, "I 

recently graduated from Harvard 

Law School, and my husband, 

Jacques Paul '03E, and I took a long 

vacation in France and Germany 

before I started working for Sullivan 

& Cromwell in London. I would 

love to connect with any alumni 

living in London (andrea.j.paul@ 

gmail.com)." Joe McGinn, who 

recently received a master's in gov¬ 

ernment administration from Penn, 

married Patricia Kern '03E in No¬ 

vember 2007 in Westchester. Caitlin 

Antisdale Boyle, a documentary 

film researcher, married Curtis Ellis 

at Dudley Farm, a house museum 

in Guilford, Conn., in June. 

Jesse Thompkins, who entered 

with our class, has sadly passed 

away. Let's all remember him 

and keep his family members 

and friends in our thoughts. [See 

Obituaries.] 

mcv37@columbia.edu 

Classmates, please share your news! 
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Ilene Weintraub ’02 Heads Women’s Tennis 
By Nathalie Alonso '08 

When Ilene Weintraub 
'02 returned to alma 
mater to become 

head coach of the women's 
tennis team, she had only been 
away from Columbia for three 
years since graduating, and 
a part of her had never really 
left. "I always knew I wanted 
to come back and be the head 
coach. That was my dream," 
she says. 

After graduation, Weintraub 
was Columbia's assistant 
coach until 2004, when she 
was hired as head coach of the 
women's tennis team at Seton 
Hall. During three seasons she 
led the Pirates, who had not 
made the postseason in five 
years, to a 38-27 record and 
three Big East Tournament ap¬ 
pearances. Weintraub returned 
to Columbia when her prede¬ 
cessor and former coach, Rob 
Kresberg '89, stepped down 
after 13 seasons. 

Weintraub, who majored in 
theater with a focus on direct¬ 
ing, was no stranger to the 
spotlight during her playing ca¬ 
reer with the Lions. A four-year 
letterwinner, she earned All-Ivy 
Second Team honors in dou¬ 
bles during her first two years 
at Columbia and was team 
captain her junior and senior 
years. She says her most thrill¬ 
ing moment as a player was 
being mobbed by teammates 
after winning a match her ju¬ 
nior year that gave the Lions 
their first win over Princeton 
in the history of Columbia's 
women's tennis program. 

"My entire team started 
running at me. It's one of those 
moments you never forget. 
They got to me before I was 
able to shake the opponent's 
hand," recalls Weintraub. 

Weintraub, who grew up in 
the Brighton Beach neighbor¬ 
hood of Brooklyn and first 
picked up a tennis racket at 5, 
got her first taste of coaching 
by assisting Kresberg during her 
senior year. "That's when I fell 

in love with coaching," she ex¬ 
plains. "Just as a director does 
in theater, l was able to work 
magic behind the scenes." 

Weintraub's new passion 
ultimately led her back to 
Morningside Heights, just 
as her flair for the dramatic 
steered her toward Columbia 
years earlier. 

"I knew that I wanted to 
study theater, and New York 
was one of the best places to 
do that," she says of her deci¬ 
sion to attend the College. 

According to Weintraub, as 
president of Columbia Musi¬ 
cal Theater Society her junior 
year, she was the first person 
to direct a major stage per¬ 
formance in Roone Arledge 
Auditorium in Alfred Lerner 
Hall, a rendition of A Chorus 

Line that involved more than 
100 students. She now is artis¬ 
tic director of Downstage Eye 
Music Theater, a nonprofit, Off- 
Broadway theater company. 

Weintraub found a way to 
combine her passions when it 
came time to write her senior 
thesis. Her topic was how to 
direct musical theater using 

athletic training techniques. 
"I always found a lot of simi¬ 

larities between directing the¬ 
ater and coaching athletes. It's 
all about motivating someone 
to perform at their best," she 
notes, adding, "It was one of 
the only As I ever got here." 

Although the women's ten¬ 
nis team had a 2-12 record 
in 2007-08, according to Nina 
Suda '09, the team's co-cap¬ 
tain, Weintraub scored an "A" 
when it came to establishing 
bonds with the players in her 
first year as head coach. 

"She feels at home when 
she enters Baker Field and calls 
us 'her family.' Her Columbia 
pride and school spirit are so 
deeply rooted that it definitely 
motivates us," says Suda. 

With a team that should be 
strengthened by a recruiting 
class that was ranked No. 21 in 
the nation by tennisrecruiting, 
net in February, Weintraub is 
optimistic going into her sec¬ 
ond season. 

"We will continue to work 
hard to meet our goals of hav¬ 
ing a winning record in the Ivy 
League. I am looking forward 
to playing the schedule I have 
created, which will be much 
more competitive and includes 
more nationally ranked oppo¬ 
nents," she notes. 

Nathalie Alonso '08, from 
Sunnyside, Queens, majored 
in American studies. She has 
seen every episode of I Love 
Lucy and is an avid New York 
Yankees fan. 

ilene Weintraub '02 (left) shares advice about the game of tennis 
with Natalia Christenson '11 Barnard. 
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Peter Kang 

205 15th St., Apt. 5 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

peter.kang@gmail.com 

During the summer, I caught the 

bike bug while renting and riding 

around Vermont and promptly 

bought a bike off of Craigslist 

when I returned to New York. I've 

been biking to work a few times a 

week, and I recently went on the 

NYC Century Bike Tour, which 

made me realize how little of New 

York I had seen in the seven years 

I've lived here. I'd love to hear 

from biking enthusiasts about 

interesting rides and habits as well 

as any other two-wheel stories! 

A healthy serving of notes: Re¬ 

becca Silberberg graduated from 

Harvard Law School this spring. 

Although Cambridge was great, 

she moved back to New York City 

and was excited to begin working 

at Skadden, Arps this fall. This 

summer she flew to San Francisco 

along with her best friends from 

our class, Lindsey May '05E, 

Alexandra Seggerman and Steve 

Poellet, to attend Bridget Geibel's 

one-year anniversary party. The 

celebration also was attended by 

Jennifer Preissel, Katherine Velas 

'05E and Steven Mumford. 

Claire Tamarkin Snyder 

writes: "I spent summer in the 

midst of the cornfields of South 

Jersey, teaching creative writing 

and journalism at the Appel Farm 

Summer Arts Camp. After camp, 

I planned to spend a week or two 

road-tripping around the Midwest 

before returning to finish my mas¬ 

ter's in teaching at Montclair State 

University in New Jersey." 

As a final hurrah before the 

start of classes at the UC San 

Diego School of Medicine, Vera 

Trofimenko went on a backpack¬ 

ing journey through the Eastern 

Sierras, which culminated in sum- 

miting Mount Whitney. She later 

met up with Elizabeth Segran, 

who spent the summer traveling 

through India and Europe and is 

two years away from completing 

her dissertation combining radical 

feminist theory with medieval 

Indian love poetry. 

After working for the Aspen 

Institute and for one of Mayor Mi¬ 

chael Bloomberg's anti-poverty ini¬ 

tiatives, Joe Valenti recently moved 

south to study at the Georgetown 

Public Policy Institute, and would 

love to reconnect with alumni in 

Washington, D.C. (jjv28@george 
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Julia DiBenigno '06 married Charles Barnett '05E, '07E on June 27 at the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden. Columbia and Barnard alumni in attendance 
included (left to right) Sol Kahn '06E, Erol Searfoss '06E, Kate Hersh- 
Boyle '06 Barnard, Mary Ellen Brennan '05 Barnard, Michael Dial '05, 
Jane Parshall '06, Sara Hasselbach '05 Barnard, Jason Liang '05E, 
Mahesh Somashekhar '05E, Rachael Kun '05 Barnard, '07J, Hope Bryant 
'05 Barnard, Matt Stachowiak '05E, '07E, Caitlin Verrilli '05, Sylvain 
Lapan '05, Michael Curtis '05E, Andrea Cortes-Comerer '05, Paul Burkey 
'05, Gidon Ofek '05E, Ramya Angara '05E, Lee Rehwinkel '05E, '07E, 
Tamar Glatt '05 Barnard, Natasha Tsiouris '05, '10L and Rainer Romero- 
Canyas '04 GSAS, '05 GSAS, '06 GSAS. 
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town.edu). Ironically enough, he 

lives in upper Northwest D.C. on a 

street named for John P. Van Ness, 

a 19th-century D.C. mayor who 

attended Columbia circa 1790. 

Alexandra Seggerman and 

Steve Poellet (mentioned earlier) 

are engaged to be married. Lindsey 

May '05E, Rebecca Silberberg and 

Bridget Geibel want to officially 

congratulate this wonderful couple 

on their engagement! Alexandra 

and Steve met the first week of 

freshman year on Carman 5 and 

have been together ever since. 

Carmen Yuen, who graduated 

from Yale Law in May, has two ma¬ 

jor book deals on "kooky Japanese 

cuisine" for Perigee/Penguin Group 

USA and Mark Batty Publisher. She's 

also been working on her fashion 

line, which spun out from her popu¬ 

lar Japanese fashion blog (www. 

carmenyuen.com/blog). 

Jean Lee works at Colville Na¬ 

tional Forest, near the northeastern 

comer of Washington. She graduat¬ 

ed from Duke's Nicholas School of 

the Environment with a master's in 

environmental management, con¬ 

centrating on ecosystem science. 

Jean writes: "Anyone who wants 

to come to visit up in the middle 

of nowhere is more than welcome, 

as the town only has a population 

of 100 or so and most of the people 

are over 50 ... visits from people 

passing by will be appreciated!" 

Phil Sandick, who started an 

M.A. in oral history at Columbia, 

is finishing a book on the history 

of the private secondary school in 

Botswana, where he worked for 

the last 2Vi years. During his time 

in Botswana, Phil had two photog¬ 

raphy exhibitions at the National 

Galleries (and many other smaller 

ones), completed an IT renovation 

at Maru-a-Pula School and met 

phenomenal people. He's in the 

process of purchasing land there, 

so he hopes to go back. 

Lizet Lopez, who left her job 

at J.P. Morgan after three years 

with the Private Bank in New 

York, is pursuing an M.B.A. at 

the Kellogg School of Manage¬ 

ment at Northwestern. She spent 

the summer in Thailand and 

Cambodia, where she hiked 

mountains, "visited a million 

temples," lounged on a number 

of islands and climbed all over 

Angkor Wat. In Bangkok, she met 

up with Andrezej Baraniak, who 

was wrapping up his pre-M.B.A. 

Southeast Asia trip before start¬ 

ing at Harvard Business School. 

Anna Brian Lee, who took time 

to visit Spain, France, Italy, Turkey 

and Greece this summer, also is 

pursuing an M.B.A., at UC Berke¬ 

ley. Aaron Farber, meanwhile, 

earned his master's in aerospace 

engineering from the University of 

Arizona. He will be continuing to¬ 

ward a Ph.D. in the same program. 

Best of luck to all newly-minted 

grad students who started this fall, 

and we hope to be hearing more 

about your endeavors and accom¬ 

plishments in the coming months! 

Michelle Oh 

11 Heaton Ct. 

Closter, NJ 07624 

mo2057@columbia.edu 

This fall, several classmates 

returned to our beloved alma 

mater to continue their stud¬ 

ies. Seth Anziska writes, "After 

completing my M. Phil, in June in 

modern Middle Eastern studies 

at Oxford, I spent an incred¬ 

ible summer traveling through 

Western Europe and the Balkans 

with friends, including Rachel 

Lesser. I recently moved back to 

Morningside Heights and started 

my Ph.D. in international and 

global history, focusing on U.S. 

foreign relations and the Arab- 

Israeli conflict during the Cold 

War. It's great to be back in the 

old neighborhood, but campus is 

not the same without the Class of 

'06 roaming the streets." 

Sarah Maslin Nir is writing a 

column for The London Paper, a la 

Carrie Bradshaw, and returned to 

Columbia to pursue a degree at the 

Journalism School. Marc Pimentel 

delivered babies and assisted on 

cesarean sections while on his P&S 

third year obstetrics rotation at St. 

Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital. 

Other classmates also are com¬ 

mencing graduate studies. Rob Mc- 

Namee moved to Washington, D.C., 

and started law school at George¬ 

town. Jaime Madell is attending 

NYU Law and living in Jersey City 

with Negisa Balluku '06E. 

Karen Lopata was married 

in September to Ari Keehn, and 

is starting a combined school/ 

clinical Psy.D. program at Ferkauf 

Graduate School. Julia DiBeni¬ 

gno was married to Charles Bar¬ 

nett '05E, '07E on June 27 at the 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden. Many 

Columbia and Barnard alumni 

were in attendance including Sol 

Kahn '06E, Erol Searfoss '06E, 

Kate Hersh-Boyle '06 Barnard, 

Mary Ellen Brennan '05 Barnard, 

Michael Dial '05, Jane Parshall, 

Sara Hasselbach '05 Barnard, 

Jason Liang '05E, Mahesh So¬ 

mashekhar '05E, Rachael Kun '05 

Barnard, '07J, Hope Bryant '05 

Barnard, Matt Stachowiak '05E, 

'07E, Caitlin Verrilli '05, Sylvain 

Lapan '05, Michael Curtis '05E, 

Andrea Cortes-Comerer '05, Paul 

Burkey '05, Gidon Ofek '05E, 

Ramya Angara '05E, Lee Reh¬ 

winkel '05E, '07E, Tamar Glatt 

'05 Barnard, Natasha Tsiouris '05 

and Rainer Romero-Canyas '06 

GSAS. [See photo.] 

Congratulations, Karen and Julia! 

Eva Colen moved to Ann Arbor, 

Mich., where she is the Teach For 

America recruitment director for 

the University of Michigan. Tamar 

Fuhrer graduated in June with an 

M.S. in planning from the Uni¬ 

versity of Toronto. She has since 

moved to Southern California, 

where she is a transportation plan¬ 

ner for the Riverside office of Fehr 

& Peers Transportation Consul¬ 

tants. Sean Wilkes was promoted 

to first lieutenant last year and 

has been working in the Army's 

Public Health and Medical Intel¬ 

ligence/Surveillance branch, just 

north of D.C. At the same time he 

completed a master's in biodefense 

at the University of Maryland and 

is planning to begin a master's in 

biology at Harvard next spring. 

Sean writes, "July 4 was a huge 

day of festivities for Columbia 

folks, when Brian Wagner hosted 

his Dog Bless America celebration 

of Independence and Dyslexia. Co¬ 

lumbians who made their presence 

known included the always-dash¬ 

ing Alex Nelson '07 and the ever- 

extraordinary Shoshana Goldberg 

'08. This September the Army and 

the Air Force crossed swords when 

Bob Wray temporarily escaped 

from whatever secret underground 

facility he was inhabiting for a brief 

week of 'fun' here in Washington, 

D.C. Spirits were high, as was our 

BAC, I believe." 

Jonathan Ward returned to 

New York in search of a publisher 

for a travel book he wrote. After 

studying Mandarin intensively at 

Columbia and in Beijing, he made 

an eight-month journey from 

Beijing to the eastern-most edge 

of Indonesia, traversed by bicycle, 

on foot, in trains, buses, cargo 

ships, trucks and on the backs of 

motorcycles. Now he is back from 

Buenos Aires where he wrote the 

book and is taking the manuscript 

around the city. Philip Cartelli 

has been a freelance writer and 

teacher in New York and New 

Orleans during the past year. His 

articles have been featured in New 

Orleans' Gambit Weekly and Film 
International, among other publica¬ 

tions. He is teaching and writing 

in Marseille, France. 

As always, best of luck to every¬ 

one on your new beginnings, and 

congratulations on your continued 

success! 

David D. Chait 

41 W. 24th St., Apt. 3R 

New York, NY 10010 

ddc2106@columbia.edu 

I hope that everyone had a great 

summer! It seems that members of 

our class were extremely busy this 

July and August and up to some 

amazing things. 

Members of CC '07 should be 

wary never to get into a fight with 

Isaac Schwartz. Isaac recently 

passed his test for second-degree 

black belt in Tae Kwon Do. 

David Chait and Andrew Rus- 
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Erison Hurtault ’07 Looks to 2012 London Olympics 
By Daniella Zalcman '09 

Eighty-eight hundredths 
of a second. It's barely 
enough time to draw 

breath — and it's also the 
interval that separated Erison 
Hurtault '07 from qualifying in 
his 400-meter heat at the 2008 
Summer Olympics in Beijing. 

But no matter, Hurtault is 
just getting started. The young 
sprinter is one of the best run¬ 
ners to come out of the ivy 
League in recent years, having 
won the 400-meter dash in all 
eight Ivy championships of his 
college career. This summer he 
ran races in Denmark, Brazil, 
Germany, Colombia and Italy, 
just to name a few, and already 
is making plans for the 2012 
Olympic Games in London. 

"Running in the Olympics 
had always been a dream of 
mine, and I would say that my 
expectations were very high," 
says Hurtault, who decided to 
run for Dominica — the home¬ 
land of his parents — after not 
qualifying for the American 
team. "I was not disappointed 
in any way. Getting in the 
[starting] blocks with 91,000 
watching, and lining up against 
the best in the world, was ev¬ 
erything l ever dreamed of and 
more. Waiting for the gun to go 
off as a capacity crowd waits 
in silence and then erupts as 
soon as we begin is incred¬ 

ible. Though l wanted a better 
result, l know I'll always carry 
this experience with me." 

The New Jersey native came 
to Columbia to study economics 
and could have easily jumped 
into a career in investment 
banking upon graduation, but 
chose instead to pursue his 
passion for running. 

"Why not running?" Hurtault 
asks. "Being able to compete 
at major championships is a 
unique opportunity. I knew l 
couldn't really leave and come 
back to it later in life. I was run¬ 
ning well my senior year and 
decided to get out there and 
give it a shot." 

Hurtault's Columbia class¬ 
mates and mentors have only 
good things to say about their 
solemn, studious friend, but for 
Columbia track and field coach 
Willy Wood, Hurtault also was a 
model athlete and teammate. 

"Erison possesses remark¬ 
able natural ability, an un¬ 
matched desire for complete 
actualization of his potential, 
an untiring work ethic and 
an unwavering belief in our 
training system," Wood says. 
"I worked daily with him over 
the course of a four-year pe¬ 
riod and there was never one 
moment that l observed that 
l thought that he could have 
been doing something better 

ish line to win the men's 400m 
event at the Premio Nebiolo 
international track and field 
meeting, in Turin, northern Italy, 
on June 6. 
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or something more." 
Wood goes on to recount 

one of his favorite memories 
of Hurtault, moments before 

the 4 x 800m race at the 2007 
Penn Relays. Wood had de¬ 
cided to place Hurtault on the 
relay team over the Columbia 
captain, but Hurtault refused 
the position. "Erison said that 
unless he was going to be the 
critical difference between us 
winning or not, he wanted to 
give up his spot on the team 
to our captain," Wood says. 
But the coach insisted, and 
Hurtault went on to take his 
teammates from sixth place 
to first — making Columbia 
the first Ivy to win the event in 
more than 40 years. 

For Hurtault, the Beijing 
Olympics were the culmina¬ 
tion of an enormous amount of 
work, but more importantly a 
symbol of everything he hopes 
to accomplish in the future. 

"Nothing could have pre¬ 
pared me for the moment I 
entered the Bird's Nest for the 
opening ceremony," he says. 
"After seeing so many countries 
carry their flags around the 
stadium while being greeted by 
some of the world's foremost 
leaders, l really began to feel like 
this was something more impor¬ 
tant than just winning medals." 

Daniella Zalcman '09 majors 
in architecture. She works for 
the New York Daily News as a 
photographer. 

seth went on a cycling trip to Cape 

May, N.J., in August. Along the 

way, they met Elizabeth Klein in 

Atlantic City. 

James Williams shares, "I am 

traveling to the Northern Capital 

of the Middle Kingdom [China] 

with Avi Zenilman, Izumi Deva- 

lier, Phil Saran, Jerone Hsu, Ping 

Song, Nishant Dixit and Abhi 

Vattikuti to fence and eat interest¬ 

ing food. I'll be done with my mas¬ 

ter's program in Slavic cultures, 

at Columbia, this coming May, so 

please help me find a job." 

While "fencing" in China, James 

was a member of the U.S. Olympic 

Men's Saber Fencing Team that 

won a silver medal. Congratula¬ 

tions, James! [See related feature.] 

Wedding bells are ringing ... 

Jessica Chung Wong was mar¬ 

ried on July 5 to Lee-Ming Zen. 

Her wedding was featured in The 
New York Times Sunday wedding 

announcements. 

Daniel Wulin and Gaby Avila- 

Bront were married on July 26. 

The reception was held at The 

Lighthouse at Chelsea Piers, and 

the ceremony was held at the 

Orthodox Cathedral of The Holy 

Virgin Protection. Columbians 

in attendance included Suchita 

Varhade '09 Barnard; Marcus 

Johnson, usher; Alexa Doeschner 

'02, matron of honor; Evan Heller, 

best man; Rachel Zeldin; and Jen¬ 

nifer Wulin '06 P&S. 

Michelle Shenker '10L also was 

married this summer, to Reuven 

Garrett '09. At their wedding, Tasti 

D-Lite, the "yogurt of choice for 

the married couple" according 

to Jonathan Berliner, sponsored 

shirts, buttons and sent a letter of 

congratulations to the couple of 

honor! Congrats to all! 

Monica Ager recently started 

law school at UC Berkeley, where 

she is "enjoying the California 

sunshine." She continues, "All that 

hype about Cali is not unfounded." 

David Ali will be moving to Co¬ 

lumbus, Ohio, where he will be at¬ 

tending The Ohio State University 

Law School. 

David Greenhouse writes, "I 

ran the NYC Half Marathon. I am 

thinking about doing a full mara¬ 

thon sometime soon." 

Alexander J. Smith will appear 

on the MTV show The Hills. Ac¬ 

cording to Beehive, he does a little 

modeling and is a club promoter in 

Manhattan. 

Thank you for all of your sub¬ 

missions. Keep them coming, and 

have a great fall! 

Neda Navab 

53 Saratoga Dr. 

Jericho, NY 11753 

nn2126@columbia.edu 

For most of us, the holiday season 

is no longer a haze of College Walk 

lights, all-nighters in Butler and 

last-minute flights home. For some 

of us, as you will read, this time 

of year now includes trainings 

in Cambodia and "working for 

Diddy." Not too shabby. 

After a "mad summer of touring 

all around Europe (12 countries)," 

hanging out with family in Arizona 

and Croatia, and training in jiu-jitsu 

in Brazil, Lizzy Smith is back in 

New York. She is an assistant mar¬ 

keting manager at American Express 

Publishing and lives in Manhattan. 

She adds, "Anyone who is in the 

city or surrounding boroughs, let 
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us be in touch on Facebook! Hope 

everyone is doing well!" 

Farah Mohammed lives in Hell's 

Kitchen with Aubrey Medal '07 and 

Cassandra Hamar '07. She belly 

danced at her cousin's wedding in 

Trinidad during the summer and 

will be performing belly dance 

and learning samba in New York 

City this year. She hopes to work in 

research and plans to go to medical 

school in September 2009. 

Carmen Jo Ponce has matricu¬ 

lated into Duke University School 

of Law. "The move to Durham, 

N.C., was not an easy process! I 

drove here, with the help of my 

mother (bless her heart). It was 

a two-day trip, totaling about 23 

hours on the road. After spending 

a few days looking for furniture 

and other furnishings, I was 

finally moved in one day before 

orientation. Durham, as you can 

imagine, is quite a change from the 

city. Driving in the crazy, winding 

streets of Durham has really made 

me appreciate and love the subway 

system and the grid-patterned 

streets of New York. Despite that, I 

am excited to start this new chapter 

in my life and cannot wait to see 

what this semester holds in store 

for me!" 

C. Lauren Arnold is working 

with the Peace Corps in Cambodia. 

She spent the summer training 

to teach English to high school 

students and also train teachers. 

She began teaching and training in 

October. 

Gavin Harris recently returned 

from a three-week medical volun¬ 

teer trip to Costa Rica and Panama 

with International Service Learning. 

The team worked with Doctors 

Without Borders, and he believes 

that the trip not only allowed him 

to see a part of the world rarely seen 

or understood but also cemented 

further his desire to become a 

doctor. While applying to med 

school, for the next year Gavin will 

be a research coordinator at the 

NYU Medical Center doing public 

health research on drug addiction 

treatment centers. He hopes on the 

weekends he will be able to con¬ 

tinue surfing and swimming. 

Lauren Abbott spent the sum¬ 

mer at home in Buffalo and took a 

10-day trip to Peru to visit Machu 

Picchu. She moved back to New 

York and recently started work as a 

production associate at VH1, where 

she will work as a liaison between 

VH1 and third-party production 

companies. So far, she has worked 

on shows ranging from I Wanna 
Work for Diddy to Brooke Knows Best. 

I hope you all have a happy 

and healthy holiday season with 

friends and loved ones. As always, 

please send me stories and updates 

for a future issue of CCT. 

Letters 
(Continued from page 2) 

I hope that it is not a taboo topic 

to mention the huge delay in getting 

this topic off the ground; six decades 

is too long for an institution that is 

supposed to like innovation and be 

relevant to current circumstances. 

Basil Shanahan '49, '51 GSAS 
Bushkill, Pa. 

Obligations 
At the time when your call for let¬ 

ters and comments about the events 

on campus in 1968 went out, I was 

not sure what to say. In 1968,1 was 

stationed with COMUSMACV in 

Saigon, after having previously spent 

nine months offshore in the South 

China Sea with the Seventh Fleet. 

On page 21 of the September/ 

October issue I found my comment, 

in this case written by Don Hood, 

the James F. Bender Professor in 

Psychology: "IT s our obligation to 

educate citizens to take their place 

in a democracy."' 

Since Columbia kicked its ROTC 

units off campus in 1968, Columbia 

has failed to fully meet this obligation. 

Paul S. Frommer '57 
Alexandria, Va. 

Be Careful What You 
Wish For 
Your issue concerning the events 

of 1968 brings to mind how, dur¬ 

ing my orientation week in spring 

1960, speaker after speaker who 

addressed the incoming class 

begged, pleaded and exhorted 

us not to be like the classes of the 

1950s, which had a reputation for 

being self-absorbed, non-political 

and uninterested in current events 

and world affairs. The speakers all 

aspired to having a new student 

body that was highly involved and 

active in the events of the day and 

that fought to change them. 

While I wasn't on campus 

when it happened, the student 

protest in '68, when the student 

body was highly political, militant 

and extremely engaged, seemed to 

be a direct fulfillment of the wish¬ 

es of all these speakers which, by 

the way, included deans, profes¬ 

sors and probably the university 

president as well. It just shows 

the truth of the old expression: Be 

careful what you wish for, because 

you just may get it. 

Arthur Goldberg '64, '67 GSAS 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Final Word 
Apparently my letter in the July/ 

August issue aroused the sensibili¬ 

ties of some who differ from my 

political philosophy, such as those 

who continue to propagate the 

myth that President Bush stole two 

elections. Sometimes reality can be 

disturbing if it conflicts with un¬ 

substantiated beliefs. Regardless, a 

few new facts in response: 

The Partisan Review "... began life 

as the organ of the John Reed Clubs, 

the literary front for the American 

Communist Party..." (Geoffrey 

Wheatcroft, The Guardian, Septem¬ 

ber 20,2002). Communism has 

many forms: Leninism, Stalinism, 

Trotskyism, Maoism and various 

homegrown varieties. The PR was 

the publication for all the above ad¬ 

herents, depending on what was in 

vogue at the time. Even devils may 

disagree, as was the case for com¬ 

munists through the '30s, '40s, '50s 

and later, who published in the PR. 
As for Mr. [Dwight] MacDonald, 

labeling him as an "unremarkable 

fellow traveler" was being kind. 

Another writer accused me of 

invoking the names of Lenin and 

Fidel "mirroring the red scares of the 

'50s." No, I just referred to the names 

hooligans had painted on the door to 

the math department shown in pic¬ 

ture No. 6 in the May /June issue. 

A final observation. I was a 

member of the Class of '51, just not 

a big campus name (not my nature). 

But I earned a varsity "C" in track 

as well as other minor accomplish¬ 

ments. Having served as a Navy 

carrier pilot ('51-56, then Ready 

Reserve to '67), as you might guess, 

I am just not a fan of "anarchy." 

Don Beattie '51 
Saint Johns, Fla. 

The Glory That Was Grease 
The article "Sha Na Na and the 

Invention of the Fifties" (Septem¬ 

ber/October) was excellent but 

neglected to mention another 

major contributor to the remaking 

of America's perception of "The 

Fifties": American Graffiti. In addi¬ 

tion, although the article correctly 

mentions other images from that 

decade, such as the Beats, McCa- 

rthyism. Cold War duck-and-cover 

and so forth, there were already in 

existence plenty of images that fit 

right in with the Sha Na Na im¬ 

agery: Marlon Brando in The Wild 
One, James Dean, Elvis and early 

rock 'n' roll. I grant, though, that 

"greaser" as an image and term 

very well may have come directly 

from Sha Na Na. 

I remember reading articles 

from around 1967 that explored 

and debated the term "hippie." It'd 

be a bit ironic if that '60s term actu¬ 

ally predated a (so-called) '50s term 

such as "greaser." But by the same 

token, "the right stuff" wasn't a 

term or concept applied to the 

1960s Gemini program until Tom 

Wolfe coined the phrase in 1979; 

sometimes we don't recognize our 

own history until a historian points 

it out to us. 

Mike Tamada 
Pasadena, Calif. 

I linked to your article through a 

blog and found it most interesting. 

However, I wish to take exception 

to one minor assertion. You men¬ 

tion the provenance of the term 

"greaser" as evolving out of the 

term "hoods" in the 1970s. 

As a veteran of the hippie gen¬ 

eration growing up in Westport, 

Conn., I can testify to the general 

use of the term "greaser" in the 

mid-1960s. For a short time during 

that period I frequented two drive- 

in hamburger joints. One, the Crest 

Drive-In, was frequented by that 

segment of the teenage community 

that sported those greased-back 

hairdos. These were generally the 

children of the old-time locals of 

Italian heritage who drove hot 

rods or large motorcycles and wore 

leather jackets. They were called, 

not surprisingly, greasers. 

The nascent hippie types were 

more likely to be the offspring of 

the newly suburbanized execs, 

actors and successful commercial 

artists. They hung out at the newer, 

more trendy (with better quality 

meats and shakes) fast food joint 

known as the Big Top. 

Both landmarks are long gone. 

The Crest was replaced with a re¬ 

cord store, which I believe has been 

replaced by something else. The 

last time I was in town, the Big Top 

had morphed into a McDonald's. 

Jonathan E. Schiff 
Cincinnati 

Q 

Alumni Comer 
(Continued from page 80) 

and portrait. 

Is it possible that some of the 

post-Roosevelt signatures are real? 

After all, prior to assuming the 

Presidency of the United States, 

Dwight Eisenhower was president 

of Columbia. 

"Probably not," DeDonato told 

me. "The Carter signature card says 

on the back that it's a facsimile. I 

doubt that any of the signatures are 

authentic. That7s the sort of thing 

someone would have looked at be¬ 

fore the portraits were put in storage." 

And what will happen to the 

portraits? 

"We have no plans to redisplay 

them," DeDonato said. "Someday, 

when we need the storage space, 

we'll probably take the portraits 

and signatures out of the frames, 

keep them with the mats, and dis¬ 

card everything else. The collection 

has no monetary value, but it! s 

interesting of its time." a 

Thomas Hauser '67, '70L is an 
attorney and the author of 35 books 
(thauser@rcn.com). 
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CLASSIC DIXIELAND — For your dances, weddings, parties, picnics, and 

celebrations, handsome veterans of the Woody Allen band, Michael's Pub, 

the Cajun Restaurant, the New York scene, play music that keeps your feet 

tapping and your face smiling. The Wildcat Jazz Band, Dick Dreiwitz '58C, 

201-488-3482. 

Date Smart/Party Smart. Join the introduction network exclusively for 

graduates students and faculty of the ivies, MIT, Stanford and other great 

schools. The Right Stuff, www.rightstuffdating.com, 800-988-5288. 

Union Theological Seminary’s 

LANDMARK GUEST ROOMS 

3041 Broadway at 121st Street 

New York, NY 10027 

(212) 280-1313 

(212) 280-1488 fax 

www.uts.columbia.edu 

Good Genes: An Institution of Higher Pairing: Columbia, NYU, Tufts, MIT, 

Wellesley, Brandeis, Harvard, Boston College, Clark (Worchester, MA), 

UC Berkeley, Wesleyan, Brown and Stanford, www.goodgenes.com, 

800-949-3075. 

Providing home-care for someone with Alzheimer's, Dementia, or 

similar illness means care-givers have to know when their charge needs 

attention. Wandering and falling pose significant risks. Monitoring/paging 

system makes home-care manageable. Go to www.Notifex.com for 

important information and help. 

Vintage Posters: NYC dealer offering quality selection of American/ 

European posters, visit www.mjwfineposters.com. 

19-ACRE BERKSHIRE LAKEFRONT 
New Marlborough, MA, Passive Solar 4200' 
Contemporary, 4 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths, 
Screened Porch, 3 Stone Fireplaces, Deco-Turf 
Tennis Court, 900' Frontage. Reduced $2.5 to 
$1,975 Million. From Manhattan-2 Fir. Great 
Barrington-20 Min., Tanglewood-30 Min., 
Butternut-15 Min. 212-751-3331. 

RENTALS 

Abaco, Bahamas, two bedroom condominium, tennis courts, pool, 

dballard@telus.net. 

Kiawah Island, SC Luxury 5 BR home w/ private pool. Beach, golf, tennis. 

Sleeps 12. Call Carol (330) 655-5766. 

MARTHA'S VINEYARD: Rent my Edgartown waterview timeshares. 

July 12 thru July 19,2008. Contact Sid Kadish '63C at 617-969-7548 or 

kadishs@ummhc.org for details. 

Naples, Florida: Luxury condominium overlooking Gulf, two month 

minimum, 802-524-2108 James L. Levy CC '65, LAW '68. 

Mauna Lani, Hawaii, two bedroom condominium, with loft sleeps 4 adults, 

2 children, pool, fitness center, tennis, beach and golf, jay@suemorilaw.com. 

'77 CC. 

St. Johns U.S. V.I.; Westin resort villa studio with balcony; sleeps four; march 

21-28,2009. Call Conrad Levenson, '63 C '66 Arch, at (917) 656-5153. 

REAL ESTATE SALE 

Maine luxury lakefront town homes for sale on pristine Kezar Lake. 

www.kezarlakecondos.com or 713-988-2382. 

CLASSIFIED AD INFORMATION 
REGULAR CLASSIFIED RATES: $3 per word for one issue, 

discounts for six consecutive issues. Ten-word minimum. 

Phone (including area code) and PO boxes count as one word. 

Words divided by slashes, hyphens or plus signs are counted 

individually. E-mail and Web addresses are priced based on 

length. No charge for Columbia College class years or 

ampersands (&). We boldface the first four words at no charge. 

Additional boldface words are $1 per word. 

Display Classifieds are $100 per inch. 

PAYMENT: Prepayment required on all issues at time of order. 

Check, money order, MasterCard, VISA and 

Diners Club with MasterCard logo only. 

No refunds for canceled ads. 

10% discount for Columbia College alumni, faculty, 

staff, students and parents 

Mail, fax or e-mail orders to: 

Columbia College Today 
475 Riverside Dr., Ste 917 

New York, NY 10115-0998 

Phone 212-870-2767 

Fax 212-870-2747 

cct@columbia.edu 

Deadline for January/February issue: 

Tuesday, December 2,2008 
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Alumni Corner 

The Case of the Missing Historical Treasure 
By Thomas Hauser '67, '70L I visited Butler Library for the first time as a College fresh¬ 

man in September 1963. Like thousands of Columbians, I 

was awed by the towering columns and facade that bore 

the inscription: "Homer - Plato - Aristotle - Demosthenes 

- Cicero - Virgil." The wealth of knowledge in the building 

inspired me. But one particular treasure caught my eye. 

The College Library had a portrait of every President of the 

United States, matted and framed with the President's signa¬ 

ture, affixed by brackets to the top of the bookshelves. During 

my years at Columbia, I walked down one side of the room 

and back up the other countless times, gazing at George Wash¬ 

ington and company. Their signatures fas¬ 

cinated me. 

Through the years, I returned to the li¬ 

brary from time to time. Photographs of 

newly inaugurated Presidents with signa¬ 

ture cards had been added to the collec¬ 

tion. Then my visits became less frequent. 

Thanks to the Internet, information once 

gleaned from the Butler stacks could in¬ 

stantly be found online. 

In summer 2007, my niece and nephew 

wanted to see Columbia, so I took them on 

their first college tour. They searched for (and 

found) the owl in the drapery of Alma Mater. 

I told them about college life in the 1960s. As 

a final touch, I led them to the renovated Mil- 

stein Family College Library to see the Presi¬ 

dential portraits. 

The portraits weren't there. And the young 

woman on duty at the desk had no idea what 

I was talking about when I asked what had 

happened to them. 

Such is life. But the memory of the portraits 

(and particularly, the signatures) stayed with 

me. So in late November, I called Anice Mills, 

undergraduate services coordinator in the History and Humani¬ 

ties Library, to find out where they were. 

"I've been here since 1996, and I've never heard of the collec¬ 

tion," Mills told me. 

I asked if she could find out what had happened to the por¬ 

traits (after all, librarians are adept at research). Mills said she'd 

try. Three weeks later, I received a telephone call from Ree DeDo- 

nato, a director in the History and Humanities Library. 

DeDonato has been at Columbia since 1994, when she was 

the undergraduate librarian. "I remember the portraits," she 

said. "They were taken down in 1996, when the Butler Library 

renovation began. Most of the frames were old and flimsy and 

started falling apart when they were detached from the top of 

the bookshelves. It would have cost too much to reframe every¬ 

thing, so we put the collection in storage." 

That didn't make sense. How much could reframing cost? The 

signatures alone are worth tens of thousands of dollars. 

"The signatures aren't real," DeDonato told me. "They're re¬ 

productions." 

I felt like a 6-year-old who has just learned that Santa Claus 

doesn't exist. 

But the child in me is still alive. I wanted to see the Presidential 

portraits one last time. So early this year, I met with DeDonato in 

her office on the third floor of Butler Library. 

The portrait of John Tyler, matted with his signature in a 15-by- 

20-inch wood frame just as I remembered it, was on DeDonato's 

desk. I've learned a few things since I've graduated from college, 

and a quick look told me that the signature was a facsimile. It was 

in printer's ink, bold and black without a trace 

of oxidation despite the fact that Tyler hasn't 

signed anything since his death in 1862. 

"I've asked everyone who might know," 

DeDonato recounted. "There's no documen¬ 

tation on how the portraits came to the library. 

That suggests they weren't purchased or do¬ 

nated in a way that called for an acknowledge¬ 

ment. Most likely, they were mass produced 

by the federal government and sent to librar¬ 

ies around the country, possibly as a [New 

Deal] WPA project. Then, as new Presidents 

were inaugurated, Columbia expanded the 

collection on its own. My grade school had 

similar black-and-white Presidential portraits 

in the auditorium," she added in support of 

her thesis. 

DeDonato reached for the portrait of Ty¬ 

ler on her desk. "Let's see what we can find 

out," she said. 

The brown paper backing crumbled as De¬ 

Donato stripped it from the frame. Next, she 

took a pair of pliers and removed the nails 

that held the corrugated cardboard backing 

in place. The Tyler portrait and signature (the 

latter on a small, rectangular piece of paper) were taped to the back 

of the mat, which had been mounted on poster board. 

The portrait and signature hadn't been archivally preserved in 

any way. The poster board and cardboard backing were separated 

by pages from a newspaper dated November 20,1939, a good indi¬ 

cation that the original framing had been done around that time. 

Next, DeDonato performed similar surgery on the portrait 

of Jimmy Carter that she'd brought to her office from the stor¬ 

age room. The back of the signature card bore the printed leg¬ 

end, "Facsimile signature of Jimmy Carter, 39th President of the 

United States." 

So much for Columbia's historical treasure. 

Reconstructing history: The best guess is that the portraits of 

Washington through Franklin Roosevelt were sent to Columbia 

as a group and framed at the same time. Thereafter, as each new 

President took office, Columbia added a Presidential signature 
(Continued on page 78) 

The Presidential portrait of John Tyler that 
hung in the College Library. 

PHOTO: DANIELLA ZALCMAN '09 
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A COLLEGE RENEWED 
"Traditions don’t exist by being repeated— 
they exist by being constantly renewed. ” 

—Austin E. Quigley, 1995 

Dean of Columbia College, 1995—2:009 

Please support our students and renew our traditions 

with your donation to the Columbia College Fund. 

#|COLUMBIA COLLEGE FUND 

To make a gift, call 1-866-222-5866 or 
give online atwww.college.columbia.edu/alumni/giving/ 

COLUMBIA 
H CAMPAIGN) 

Every Gift Counts. 
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Change service requested 

The lighting of the trees along College Walk for 
the winter holidays is a Columbia tradition. Join 
in the festivities this year by gathering with 
Columbia College women and other alumni on 
Thursday, December 4, from 4:30-6:00 p.m. at 
Havana Central at The West End for a seasonal 
get-together, then head to campus for the light¬ 
ing and Yule Log ceremony. Registration required 
for the alumni event; see www.college.columbia. 
edu/alumni/events. Seats are limited. 
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Paterson shares a word 
with President-elect Barack 
Obama '83 at the Alfred E. 
Smith Memorial Foundation 
Dinner in New York on 
October 16, 2008 

NavYoik.Go^emorBvercomes 
the odds with intelligent wit 
and political saw? 

FORUM: 

RICHARD A. 

MULLER 64 
PAGE 24 

ACADEMICS: 
SCIENCE AT 
COLUMBIA 
PAGE 20 



d A Litde Routine 
To Your Routine. 

PLAY. DINE. MEET. LEARN. DO. SPEND SOME TIME ON YOURSELF 

AT THE COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY CLUB OF NEW YORK. 

See how the club and its activities could fit into your life. 

For more information or to apply, 

visit www.columbiaclub.org 

or call (212)719-0380. 

The Columbia University 

Club of New York 

15 West 43 St. New York, NY 10036 

Columbia's SociallntellectualCulturalRecreationalProfessional Resource in Midtown. 
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Letters to the 
Lions’ Pride 

What do the owner of the New England 

Patriots and the U.S. Attorney General 

nominee have in common, besides being 

Columbia College alumni? 

Both Robert K. Kraft '63 and Eric H. 

Holder Jr. '73 played lightweight football 

during their time at Columbia. 

Kevin DeMarrais '64 

Teaneck, N.J. 

Editor's note: The writer, who also played light¬ 

weight football at Columbia, later was sports 

information director and now is a business 

columnist at The Record in Bergen County, 

N.J. Also, both Kraft and Holder have served 

as University Trustees. 

Bad Old Days 

There's a quizzical tone in your report 

[Within the Family, November/Decem¬ 

ber] that there's no story about Barack 

Obama '83 and his College undergradu¬ 

ate experience because no one remembers 

him and he hasn't said much. Why do you 

suppose in his detailed personal narrative 

Columbia gets barely glancing mention? 

And where was he? 

Remember, in those days a transfer stu¬ 

dent such as Barack would have been barred 

from University housing, and University 

rules for student loan recipients would have 

left him with a heartbreaking struggle to get 

his school fees paid and survive. Every alum¬ 

ni story from that era tells of a fine educa¬ 

tion "in New York" despite the University's 

neglectful, callous and even hostile posture 

toward the undergraduate experience. We all 

lived through it and moved on. 

Dean Austin Quigley captures it well 

in the same issue: "Many an alumnus can 

tell you about the bad old days with great 

gusto and sorrow." And he gets that only 

from those few engaged enough to speak! 

There's no mystery why most alumni of 

that era show detachment through the 

weak financial support and involvement 

that underlies every challenge Columbia 

faces, and no reason to be puzzled by Ba¬ 

rack's obviously studied silence. 

Why not plan a full, honest piece about 

student life in that era? I'll bet that's an 

angle that would at last prompt a few tren¬ 

chant observations from that now-promi¬ 

nent unknown. And maybe engage some 

of those other detached alumni. 

David S. Smith 79 

Darien, Conn. 

Editor 
True to the Core 

I really enjoyed the September/October 

edition of CCT, especially your cover story 

about the Core Curriculum. I really really 

appreciate how much Columbia is invest¬ 

ing in its undergrads. I only wish the Col¬ 

lege offered so much when I was there! 

Thank you! 

Jodi Cohen Lev '91 

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel 

Looking over the required reading for 

Contemporary Civilization (September/ 

October) was a pleasantly nostalgic ex¬ 

perience for me. Maybe too much so. Af¬ 

ter the passage of more than 35 years, it 

shouldn't be so familiar. 

I think I know what the problem is. The 

reading list takes no account of the cata¬ 

clysm in Western — indeed, world — civi¬ 

lization that occurred since I graduated: 

the rejection of state socialism by China, 

Russia and nearly the entirety of what was 

once the Communist world. 

What readings should illuminate this 

momentous event. I'm not sure. Vaclav Hav¬ 

el? Friedrich Hayek? Michael Bakunin? 

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn? All of the above? 

Taras Wolansky 74 

Jersey City, N.J. 

Cover Subject 

I was so looking forward to receiving my 

winter CCT issue. Having just witnessed 

and participated in an historic Presidential 

primary and election — one that resulted 

in the election of our first multi-racial 

president and the college's first graduate 

to attain the highest office in the land and 

arguably most powerful in the world — I 

was awaiting with great anticipation and 

excitement to see what photograph you 

would choose of Barack Obama ['83] to 

grace what would become a treasured 

copy of CCT. What a huge disappoint¬ 

ment to see Dean Austin Quigley's picture 

(not that he doesn't deserve to be featured 

for his many outstanding accomplish¬ 

ments) on the cover instead. Granted that 

there may not have been anything "new" 

to write about Obama that hadn't already 

been written, but that should not have 

prevented you from at least giving him 

his due on a CCT cover "for the ages." Can 

you imagine any newspaper failing to put 

Obama's victory with pictures on any oth¬ 

er page than its front page? 

Given how hard I suspect a large majori- 
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Within the Family 

Interesting Times We Live In 
It was the best of times, it was the worst of 

times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 

age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, 

it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the 

season of Light, it was the season of Dark¬ 

ness, it was the spring of hope, it was the 

winter of despair, we had everything before 

us, we had nothing before us, we were all go¬ 

ing direct to heaven, we were all going direct 

the other way ... 
— Charles Dickens I'm not sure why the opening of A 

Tale of Two Cities came to mind when 

I was deciding what to write for this 

issue, but when I looked it up and 

reread it, it surely seemed fitting. 

These certainly are interesting times 

we live in. As I write this in early Decem¬ 

ber, the U.S. economy is in the midst of 

its deepest recession since the Great De¬ 

pression, with few signs of a quick turn¬ 

around on the horizon. (By the way, who 

was the genius who thought it would 

be a good idea to announce that yes, 

we were indeed in a recession and have 

been since December 2007, thus sending 

the Dow Jones Industrial Average down 

another 670 points in one day?) Unem¬ 

ployment is up, foreclosure signs mar the 

landscape and the line of banks, invest¬ 

ment houses, auto manufacturers and 

who knows who else seeking bailouts 

from the federal government seems to 

grow by the day. People today consider 

themselves lucky when their employer 

only announces hiring and wage freezes 

rather than imposing layoffs and de¬ 

manding givebacks. 

Reading the newspaper is a depress¬ 

ing experience. Consider these stories 

from the front page of The New York 

Times' December 4 business section: 

• Harvard announced that its 

endowment had decreased by $8 

billion during the past four months 

— a sum greater than Columbia's 

total endowment — and could 

drop another $3 billon before the 

end of the fiscal year. 

• Publishers Simon & Schuster 

laid off 35 people, and Random 

House announced a sweeping reor¬ 

ganization aimed at cutting costs. 

• Fortress Investment Group, 

once a leading player in the worlds of 

hedge funds and leveraged buyouts, 

saw its stock price fall 25 percent in one 

day. 
And that's just from one page of one 

day's business section. I'm sure you get 

the picture, and it's not a pretty one. 

Meanwhile, young Americans still are 

dying halfway around the world in Iraq 

and Afghanistan, more than 5Vi years 

after President Bush helicoptered onto 

an aircraft carrier for a photo op with the 

banner "Mission Accomplished" in the 

background; pirates have made a cottage 

industry out of seizing control of ships 

ranging from fishing trawlers to oil tank¬ 

ers off the coast of Africa and holding 

them for ransom; and terrorists continue 

to ply their trade of death and destruc¬ 

tion in places from Madrid to Mumbai, 

and let us not forget the World Trade 

Center and Pentagon. 

This is the world Barack Obama '83 

inherits as he becomes the first African- 

American President, and the first to 

hold a degree from the College. To his 

credit, Obama appears ready to hit the 

ground running when he becomes the 

nation's 44th President. Fully six weeks 

before his January 20 inauguration, he 

already had announced his selections 

for 13 of the 24 most important posi¬ 

tions in his administration, far more 

than any newly elected President in 

modem times. By comparison. Bill Clin¬ 

ton had filled only one of those jobs by 

that point in his transition, and Jimmy 

Carter and Ronald Reagan only two. 

"We need action — and action now," 

Obama declared on December 6 as he 

committed to the largest public works 

program since the creation of the inter¬ 

state highway system a half-century 

ago in an effort to jump-start the reeling 

economy. 

Perhaps an appropriate wish for the 

new year is that this winter of despair 

indeed will give way to a spring of 

hope, if not a season of Light. 

ty of the College's student body worked on 

Obama's campaign and the likelihood that 

a clear majority of alumni not only voted 

for him, but took great pride in his cam¬ 

paign, I'm very disappointed. If Obama 

wasn't indifferent to his alma mater before 

this issue, it sure wouldn't surprise me if he 

is now. I love CCT, but with all due respect, 

I must say you blew it! 
A] Kuntze II71 

Mount Vernon, Wash. 

The Glory That Was Grease 
I read George Leonard '67 and Robert 

Leonard '70's article (September/October) 

with interest. I was a fan of Sha Na Na, 

starting with their appearance at Wood- 

stock and continuing through seeing them 

in concert and watching the TV program. 

My memory agrees with their estimation 

that the group "invented the Fifties," at 

least for liberal media. But I take issue with 

the claim that Sha Na Na invented the 

term "greaser." 

As they point out, the group took on its 

trademark look in 1969. That was the year 

I entered high school in Utica, Mich., and 

I was already familiar with the term by 

then. Greasers were the lower-class white 

kids who made up much of the vocational 

track in my junior high and high school 

years, some of whom were responsible for 

(Continued on page 70) 
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Eric H. Holder Jr. 73, 76L 
Nominated as Attorney General 

By Alex Sachare '71 University Trustee Eric H. 

Holder Jr. 73,76L is a 

groundbreaker. He was 

the first black United 

States Attorney for the 

District of Columbia 

and later the first black deputy attorney 

general. Now he has been nominated by 

another groundbreaker. President-elect 

Barack Obama '83, to be the first black 

attorney general in U.S. history, pending 

confirmation by the U.S. Senate. 

In announcing the nomination of 

Holder on December 1, Obama said, "Let 

me be clear: The attorney general serves 

the American people, and I have every 

expectation that Eric will protect our peo¬ 

ple, uphold the public trust and adhere to 

our Constitution." 

Senator Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt.), who 

heads the Senate Judiciary Committee 

and has been a frequent critic of the Jus¬ 

tice Department, said Holder was a su¬ 

perb choice to carry out the agency's top 

priority, "rebuilding morale and public 

confidence." 

Holder was a senior legal adviser in 

Obama's Presidential campaign and 

among those who vetted the selection 

of Joe Biden for Vice President. "I think 

we share a world view," Holder said last 

summer in an interview published in The 

American Lawyer. "[Obama] is not defined 

by his race. He's proud of it, cognizant of 

the pernicious effect that race has had in 

our history, but not defined by it." 

Holder, 57, majored in American histo¬ 

ry at the College and served as a mentor 

at a Harlem youth center. Upon complet¬ 

ing law school, he joined the Department 

of Justice Public Integrity Section, where 

he investigated official corruption. In 

1988, President Reagan nominated him 

to become associate Judge of the Superior 

Court of the District of Columbia, and 

Eric H. Holder Jr. '73, '76L has been nomi¬ 
nated to become the nation's first African- 
American attorney general. 

in 1993, President Clinton nominated 

Holder as U.S. Attorney for the District of 

Columbia. As the first African-American 

to hold the post, he formed community 

outreach programs to address domestic 

violence, hate crimes and child abuse. 

Four years later. President Clinton 

appointed him as the first black deputy 

attorney general. Holder supervised all of 

the department's litigating, enforcement 

and administrative components in civil 

and criminal matters. Under Holder's 

direction, the Justice Department devel¬ 

oped guidelines on the criminal prosecu¬ 

tion of corporations (the so-called Holder 

Memorandum) and the use of the False 

Claims Act in civil health care matters. 

At the request of the President, he also 

created and directed Lawyers for One 

America, a multi-agency partnership 

designed to diversify the legal profession 

and promote pro bono work. 

After serving briefly under President 

Bush until John Ashcroft was confirmed 

as attorney general, Holder joined the 

Washington, D.C., law firm Covington 

and Burling, where he handled, among 

other matters, complex civil and criminal 

cases, domestic and international advi¬ 

sory matters and internal corporate in¬ 

vestigations. At Covington & Burling, his 

clients included Merck, Chiquita Brands 

and the NFL. 

Upon confirmation. Holder will suc¬ 

ceed Michael Mukasey '63, who served 

as attorney general under President Bush 

since November 9,2007. 

"If you look at the depth and breadth 

of Mr. Holder's career, he's had a tremen¬ 

dous career in public service as a prosecu¬ 

tor, as a deputy attorney general, as a line 

prosecutor," said John Podesta, co-chair 

of the Obama transition team. 

Since graduation. Holder has been an 

active alumnus, making repeated trips 

to campus and devoting much time to 

the University. Prior to being named to 

the Board of Trustees, he served on the 

Columbia College Board of Visitors, par¬ 

ticipated in the Alumni Partnership Pro¬ 

gram and helped to support Columbia's 

first chaired faculty position to focus on 

African-American studies. 

Editor’s Note 
The second part of the interview with 
Dean Austin Quigley will appear in 
our March/April issue. Part I, which 
appeared in November/December, may 
be found at www.college.columbia. 
edu/cct/nov_dec08/cover_story. 
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Jisung Park ’09 Wins Rhodes Scholarship 
By Ethan 

T isung Park '09 has been awarded a 

I Rhodes Scholarship to pursue an M.Sc. in 

/ nature, society and environmental policy 

at Oxford. He is one of 32 students selected 

out of a pool of 769 applicants nationwide. 

Park, who is from Shelton, Conn., and 

is majoring in economics and 

political science, has traveled 

the world studying sustainable 

development and the constantly 

shifting line where environmen¬ 

talism and economics merge. 

"Jisung is an outstanding 

student," says Michael Pip- 

penger, associate dean of fel¬ 

lowship programs and study 

abroad. "He has really worked 

hard to create a curriculum for 

himself dealing with econom¬ 

ics and sustainable development. A lot of 

the activities he has done have allowed 

him to test his theories." 

Park always had an interest in sustain¬ 

able development, but says he was par¬ 

ticularly inspired by Quetelet Professor 

of Sustainable Development, Professor of 

Health Policy and Management and Di¬ 

rector of the Earth Institute Jeffrey Sachs' 

"Challenges of Sustainable Development" 

Rouen '04J 

class, which he took as a first-year. 

Park has traveled to the rainforests of 

Australia and spent his junior year study¬ 

ing at Oxford. On campus, he is on the edi¬ 

torial board of Consilience, a journal of sus¬ 

tainable development. He also sings in the 

a cappella Uptown Vocal Group 

and is on the male practice squad 

of the women's basketball team. 

Park's parents drove to New 

York immediately after hearing 

the news of the scholarship to cel¬ 

ebrate with him and his friends. 

"The best part about this is 

being able to share it with all of 

my friends here," Park says. "My 

professors are all so happy, which 

has made me really happy, too." 

Faculty and students critiqued 

Park's application and conducted mock 

interviews to prepare him for the grueling 

process of winning the most renowned inter¬ 

national fellowship for recent college gradu¬ 

ates. The award covers all expenses for up to 

four years as he pursues his degree. 

The Fellowships Office at Columbia 

has helped students and alumni win 

three Rhodes Scholarships, a Marshall 

Scholarship and 18 Fulbright Scholar- 

We’ve Moved! 
The Columbia College Office of Alumni 

Affairs and Development, including 
Columbia College Today, has a new home. 
As of January 5, we are located in the new 
Columbia Alumni Center on 113th Street 
between Broadway and Riverside Drive, 
just steps from the Morningside campus. 
The renovated building, formerly McVickar 
Hall, also houses a dedicated alumni wel¬ 
come center as well as office space for 
the Columbia University Office of Alumni 
and Development (formerly UDAR). 

Our New Address 
Columbia College Office of 

Alumni Affairs and Development 
Columbia Alumni Center 

622 W. 113th St., MC 4530 
New York, NY 10025 

212-851-7488 
www.college.columbia.edu/alumni 

CCT has the same mailing address (just 
substitute Columbia College Today for the 
first two lines), but our main phone num¬ 
ber is 212-851-7852. We may be reached 
at the same e-mail address as before, cct@ 
columbia.edu, and our Web site remains 
www.college.columbia.edu/cct. 

ships in the last three years. To read about 

recent Columbia scholarship winners, 

visit www.college.columbia.edu/ cct_ 

archive/jan_feb08/ quads4.php and 

www.college.columbia.edu/ cct/may_ 

jun08/ around_the_quads5. 

Jisung Park '09 
PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 

Alumni Reunion Weekend 

Make plans now to return to New 
York City and the Columbia campus 
for Alumni Reunion Weekend 2009. 
The weekend will feature: 

class-specific events planned by each class’ 
reunion committee; 

& “Back on Campus” sessions featuring Core 
Curriculum lectures, Engineering lectures, tours 
of Columbia libraries and facilities, and more; 

& New York City options including the Chelsea 
Art Gallery Crawl, Broadway shows and other 
cultural activities; 

$ the Young Alumni Casino Rovale for the Classes 
of 1999-2009; 

& the all-class Wine Tasting and Starlight Reception 
with dancing on Low Plaza; and 

& Camp Columbia for little Columbians, ages 3-12. 

To update your contact information or get involved 
with your class’ reunion committee, please visit 
http://reunion.college.columbia.edu/alumniupdate. 

Watch your mail and e-mail for more details! 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

Arnold Mwanjila ’09 Discovers a Passion for Film 
By Nathalie Alonso '08 As someone who 

relishes the role of 
storyteller, Arnold 
Mwanjila '09 enjoys 

recounting a narrative in which 
fate played a small but important 
role in his journey to the College. 

Mwanjila, who was born and 
raised in Kenya, recalls being 
deeply discouraged when his 
application package for Colum¬ 
bia arrived at his home opened 
and incomplete. Pessimistic 
about the odds of recovering 
the missing forms, Mwanjila 
nonetheless made a trip to the 
post office to inquire about the 
rest of the package — and was 
rewarded. 

"The next day someone 
delivered [the forms] to my 
place," says Mwanjila. "That 
was pure luck." 

While fate may have aided 
Mwanjila in the early stages 
of the application process, it 
was the Core — specifically, Lit 
Hum — that spurred his inter¬ 
est in a Columbia education. 

Mwanjila could easily be¬ 
gin his narrative with the day 
his mother brought home a 
stack of books that had been 
distributed to employees at 
World Vision Kenya, the non¬ 
governmental organization 
where she worked. Among 
them was a copy of The Iliad. 
Mwanjila, then a high school 
student, was soon absorbed in 
Homer; he later went on what 
he calls a "Dostoyevsky binge." 
The College appealed to him as 
a venue in which he could ex¬ 
plore those same texts in the 
company of experts. 

"I got into the books that we 
read in the Core. I thought, 'I 
can do what I'm trying to do in 
class with people who've been 

doing this for years,'" says 
Mwanjila. 

Mwanjila's native language 
is Swahili; he learned to speak 
English in school. His arrival in 
Morningside Heights marked 
his first trip to the United States 
and the first time he left Africa. 

"This was a big, big deal. It 
was a bit daunting at first. It 
was very different, very weird," 
says Mwanjila of his first few 
weeks in New York. 

Mwanjila intended to major 
in economics, but switched to 
film after taking an introductory 
course and falling in love with 
a visual mode of storytelling 
that he had yet to explore. The 
change to a seemingly less 
stable field made Mwanjila's 
parents and his older brother 
and sister uneasy. 

"My parents are more open 
to it now... my siblings are 
more worried about it than my 
parents are," says Mwanjila, 
who nonetheless chose to take 
just enough courses to fulfill a 
concentration in economics. 

Although, like his family, he 
worries about how he'll make 
a living with his chosen major, 
Mwanjila has found film to be a 
perfect match for his interests. 

"I've always wanted to tell 
stories. Film helps us to think 
about what it means to be hu¬ 
man beings, to be a civilization, 
to be part of a community," 
says Mwanjila, who cites the 
anime flick Millennium Actress 
and The Prestige as two of his 
favorite movies. 

Professor Annette Insdorf, 
Mwanjila's thesis advisor in the 
film department, has noted his 
enthusiasm for the medium. 

"Arnold's other film professors 
agree with me that he brings an 

intellectual curiosity to his class¬ 
es. He is very bright, positive,and 
articulate," she says. 

Mwanjila's most important 
film endeavor to date is a five- 
minute documentary about 
the widening income gap in 
America, The Face of Poverty. 
The film was an entry for Cam¬ 
pus MovieFest, a student film 
festival that offers students 
at colleges and universities 
around the country the op¬ 
portunity to make their own 

An interest in the Lit Hum texts 
led Arnold Mwanjila '09 to the 
College; he later chose to major 
in film in order to tell his own 
stories visually. 

PHOTO: SETH MULLIKEN 

short movies. Frances Jeffrey- 
Coker "I0E asked Mwanjila 
to collaborate on the project, 
which Mwanjila filmed and co¬ 
produced. The Face of Poverty 
won Best Picture in the social 
justice category of Columbia's 
Campus MovieFest last April 
and was one of four finalists 
in that category nationwide. 
Mwanjila's other experiences 
with film include a four-month 
stint in 2006 as a post-produc¬ 
tion intern for Andy Warhol: A 
Documentary Film, produced 
by Steeplechase Films, the 
company of Ric Burns 78. 

After he graduates from 
the College, Mwanjila plans to 
head to South Africa to film a 
documentary about how the 
World Cup impacts the local 
economy. 

"There are lots of real life 
stories that are pretty incred¬ 
ible and need to be told. I want 
to be part of that tradition. 
There are lots of African stories 
that l hope I will be able to 
tell," he says. 

Though he has yet to re¬ 
solve his goal of pursuing a 
career in film with his desire to 
return to Kenya, where there 
is no extensive movie industry, 
Mwanjila credits the College 
for allowing him to discover 
and nurture his passion. 

"I wouldn't be going into 
film if l went to any other 
school. I think that's the most 
important change in my entire 
life. I'll be forever indebted to 
Columbia for that." 

Nathalie Alonso '08, from 
Queens, majored in American 
studies. She has seen every 
episode of "l Love Lucy" and is 
an avid New York Yankees fan. 

Check Out 
CCT Online 

Visit CCT's redesigned Web site at www.college.columbia.edu / cct for everything 

you enjoy in the print edition plus special Web-only features. You also can help 

defray the cost of publishing CCT by contributing to our voluntary subscription 

drive — just click on the "Support Columbia College Today" button on the site to 

make a tax-deductible donation. 
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College, CCT Launch New Web Sites Columbia College has 
redesigned its Web 
site (www.college. 

columbia.edu), which in 
addition to a fresher look 
now features breaking 
news from campus and the 
wider College community 
and allows students to 
access course information 
in the Bulletin. The Alumni 
(www.college.columbia.edu / 
alumni) and Parents (www. 
college.columbia.edu / parents) 
sections provide information on 
upcoming events and volunteer 
opportunities, and enable alumni 
to easily access the Alumni Direc¬ 

tory and other online tools. 
Columbia College Today also 

has a redesigned Web site (www. 
college.columbia.edu/ cct) that 
is part of the main College site. 

Alumni can now read 
the full magazine online, 
including Class Notes 
(password-protected); 
access past issues back to 
1999; and further explore 
the College community 
with Web-only content. 
Planned content includes 
interviews with profes¬ 
sors, excerpts from alumni 
works and a blog about 
the Core Curriculum. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Elias L. Dann '68 GSAS, a for¬ 
mer band director at Columbia 
and Professor Emeritus of the 
College of Music at Florida State 
University, died on September 
23,2008. He was 92. 

Born in Kingston, N.Y., in 1916, 
Dann began music lessons at 3 
and violin lessons at 7. He grad¬ 
uated Phi Beta Kappa in 1931 
from the Manhattan School of 
Music and won a fellowship in 
violin to Julliard. Dann received 
his violin diploma in 1940 and 
played in the Julliard Friends of 
Music Chamber Orchestra from 
1938-1941. While serving in the 
Army during WWll, he was the 
concertmaster and assistant 
conductor of "This is the Army," 
Irving Berlin's Army show, and 
the conductor of "Winged Vic¬ 
tory," the Air Force's show. From 
1946-50, Dann was musical 
director and conductor of the 
National Company of Richard 
Rodgers '23 and Oscar Hammer- 
stein ll '16's Oklahoma! 

Dann returned to academia 

and earned a master's in 
musicology from Columbia. 
He then pursued his doctoral 
studies at Columbia under 
Professor Paul Henry Lang, 
lecturing in music and teach¬ 
ing music history during this 
time, as well as serving as 
director of bands for the con¬ 
cert and football bands. 

in 1968, Dann accepted a 
position as associate profes¬ 
sor of music history at Florida 
State, where he developed 
music history courses and 
taught for 29 years before 
retiring as Professor Emeritus. 
Dann is survived by his wife, 
Janice; daughter, Deborah 
Smith; and one granddaughter. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to Westminster Retire¬ 
ment Communities Foundation 
for the Benevolent Assistance 
Program at Westminster Oaks, 
4449 Meandering way, Talla¬ 
hassee, FL 32308. 

Gordon Chenoweth 
Sauer'11 Arts 

Good for Columbia, Good for You! 

5-Year Average Total Return 

(to June 30, 2007) 

16.2% 

Growth Portfolio 
(60% stock, 40% bond) 

The Columbia Endowment has 

outperformed standard portfolios 

Charitable Remainder Unitrusts put Columbia’s Endowment to 

work, increasing your own income even as you make a gift. 

When you create a Unitrust at Columbia, you will receive an 

income for life and make a deferred gift to the University. 
The Unitrust can be invested alongside the Columbia Endowment 

and will benefit from the expertise of the Columbia University 
Investment Management Company as part of an investment pool 

larger than $7 billion. Because Unitrust distributions depend on the 

annual value of the trust, as the Endowment appreciates in value 

your income will increase. 

Through a Unitrust you can 
• Support your favorite Columbia program. 

• Receive 5%-7% income for life. 
• Reduce your income taxes with a charitable deduction in the 

year of your gift. 

You can establish a Unitrust at Columbia with a minimum gift 

of $100,000-$150,000, depending on your age. 

To find out more, contact the Office of Gift Planning: (212) 870-3100 (800) 338-3294 gift.planning@columbia.edu 
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Discover the stories 

behind one of New York's 

finest institutions with 

Stuyvesant High School: 

The First 100 Years! 

The Centennial Book includes: 
• History of Stuyvesant High 
School, with hundreds of great 
photos! 
• Wise and funny recollections 
and "Think-Backs" by alumni(ae) 
and teachers 
• Excerpts from student 
publications The Spectator, 
Indicator and Caliper 

Preview and order the 

Stuyvesant High School 

Centennial book at 

www.ourstrongband.org! 

ADVERTISE 

Connect with all 

Columbia College alumni. 

Reach an audience of 

prominent, affluent, 

well-educated readers 

who are leaders in their 

fields — attorneys, 

physicians, politicians, 

scientists ... yes. even a 

President. 

Significant savings 

opportunity. Call today to 

find out more. 

Contact Taren Cowan 

at 212-851-7967 or 

tc2306@columbia.edu. 

TRANSITIONS 
■ CORE: Roosevelt Montas '95, '96 
GSAS, '99 GSAS, '04 GSAS was ap¬ 
pointed associate dean of the Core 
Curriculum, effective last July 1. 

Montas understands the impor¬ 
tance of the Core for the College 
and the Columbia community due 
to his long history with the Univer¬ 
sity as an undergraduate student, 
graduate student and faculty mem¬ 
ber. "The Core brings intellectual 
and social cohesion to the College 
at every level: among students, 
among faculty and among alumni," 
he says. "It may sound trite, but the 
Core is the soul of the College." 

When asked about Montas' 
appointment. Dean of Academic 
Affairs Kathryn Yatrakis said, 
"The College is extremely fortu¬ 
nate to have Roosevelt Montas as 
the new director of our Core pro¬ 
grams. He is a fine scholar, a tal¬ 
ented teacher, and, as an alumnus 
of the College, brings a special 
perspective to the curriculum. He 

is working closely with faculty 
and staff to enhance our already 
excellent Core program." 

■ ALUMNI: Deborah Martinsen 
was appointed director of alumni 
education, effective last July 1. 
Martinsen says her appointment 
"underlines the College's commit¬ 
ment to foster alumni's continued 
intellectual engagement with 
Columbia." 

Among the programs in which 
she will be involved, says Martin¬ 
sen, is "the development of Cafe 
Columbia, the expansion of the 
successful Cafe Science to include 
the arts, humanities and social sci¬ 
ences this spring." She also hopes 
to enhance the program of mini- 
Core courses for alumni. 

■ COLLEGE FUND: The Columbia 
College Fund welcomed two new 
development officers in the fall. 

Kimberly Rogers joined 

SAVE THE DATE! 
SPRING SEMESTER 2009 

Monday Tuesday Saturday 
JANUARY JANUARY FEBRUARY 

19 20 7 
Martin Luther King Jr. First Day of Classes San Francisco 

Holiday College Day 

Sunday Wednesday Tuesday 
FEBRUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 

8 11 10 
Los Angeles College Day February Degrees John Jay Awards Dinner 

Conferred 

Monday-Friday Monday Friday 
MARCH MAY MAY 

16-20 4 15 
Spring Break Last Day of Classes Spring Term Ends 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 
MAY MAY MAY 

17 18 19 
Baccalaureate Service Academic Awards & Class Day 

Prizes Ceremony 

Wednesday Thursday-Sunday 
MAY JUNE 

20 4- -7 
Commencement Dean’s Day and Alumni 

Reunion Weekend 

For more information, please call the Columbia College Office of Alumni Affairs 
and Development, 866-CC-ALUMNl, or visit the College's alumni events Web site: 

www.college.columbia.edu/alumni/events and the University alumni events 
Web site: http://alumni.columbia.edu/attend/eventscalendar.aspx. 

Columbia two years ago. In her 
first year she was an administra¬ 
tive assistant in the Department 
of Intercollegiate Athletics and 
then she became a development 
assistant for both the director 
of athletics development and 
the director of science develop¬ 
ment at the Office of Alumni and 
Development. Rogers will handle 
the Classes of 1987-98. 

Samuel Boyer, an alumnus 
of the University of Mississippi, 
comes to Columbia from the Trin¬ 
ity Pawling School, where he was 
the assistant director of the annual 
fund and external relations. Boyer 
will handle the Classes of 1973-86. 

■ ALUMNI AFFAIRS: Meghan 
Eschmann is now an associate 
director of alumni affairs. A gradu¬ 
ate of Marist College, she comes 
to Columbia from Bear, Steams, 
where she was v.p., corporate 
events. At the Alumni Office, 
Eschmann will work on the annual 
Alexander Hamilton Award and 
John Jay dinners and development 
events, such as the Dean's Circle 
Reception; handle reunion class 
and programmatic responsibilities; 
and work on staff development. 

CAMPUS NEWS 
■ APOLLO: Columbia's Oral His¬ 
tory Research Office is joining some 
of the greatest musical performers 
of the last century to document 
and protect the history of Harlem's 
Apollo Theater and the vibrant 
neighborhood surrounding it. 

Teaming up with the Apollo 
Theater Foundation, the research 
office will conduct more than 100 
audio and video interviews with soul 
legends such as Smokey Robinson 
and Fred Wesley, as well as neigh¬ 
borhood icons, including former 
Apollo owner Percy Sutton and actor 
Maurice Hines. The project will offer 
to the public an oral history archive, 
an online and on-site exhibition, and 
a program for public school students. 

"This is one of the most histori¬ 
cally and culturally important part¬ 
nerships the Oral History Research 
[Office] has undertaken in recent 
years," said Mary Marshall Clark, 
the office's director. "The Apollo 
Theater is the living legacy of the 
Harlem Renaissance — an enduring 
beacon of hope and vitality in our 
times." 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009 
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Peter deMenocal '91 GSAS, 

'92 GSAS is a professor in 

the Department of Earth and 

Environmental Sciences. He 

won the 2008 Lenfest Dis¬ 

tinguished Columbia Faculty 

Award for excellence in teach¬ 

ing and scholarship. DeMeno¬ 

cal earned his B.S. from St. 

Lawrence University and an 

M.Phil and Ph.D. from Colum¬ 

bia, where he has worked 

since 1986. His current re¬ 

search includes examining the 

history of climate change 

in northwest Africa and the 

North Atlantic Ocean. 

Where did you grow up? 

Rye, N.Y. 

How did you get interested 

in studying climate change? 

You have mentors and people 

who adjust your path in life, 

and I met Charlie Hollister '67 

GSAS, a famous marine geo¬ 

logist, at Woods Hole, Mass. I 

was giving myself a tour as an 

18-year-old, and he said, "Son, 

come into my office." He sat me 

down, and kicked 

up his big Tex¬ 

an boots on the 

chair and said 

he wanted to 

know a little 

bit about me, 

but then he 

went on to tell me what his life 

was like: going out on ships, de¬ 

signing expeditions and apply¬ 

ing basic science knowledge to 

some very interesting problems 

at the time. It just seemed like 

an ideal life for me. It was very 

different from what I thought 

I'd end up doing. 

What might you have been, 

if you weren't doing what 

you're doing now? 

I wanted to be a studio artist. 

incredibly bright students. We 

really do give them the frontier 

of research, and I think the stu¬ 

dents appreciate being given 

an inside track on what they 

certainly think is relevant. 

What research are you doing 

now? 

In the North Atlantic, I 

am recreating a record of 

temperature variations in 

the ocean going back a few 

thousand years. The idea is 

Five Minutes with ... Peter deMenocal 

How did you end up teaching 

at Columbia? 

I earned my Ph.D. here. I 

worked at Lamont-Doherty, 

and the only available posi¬ 

tions were as research scien¬ 

tists, which is what everyone 

does there. But I really wanted 

to be a teacher and an academ¬ 

ic, so I was looking for faculty 

positions. I had a couple of 

job offers at other places, and I 

was prepared to leave because 

Columbia, at that point, had 

no histoiy of promoting from 

within for the faculty line. To 

my amazement, I was offered 

a faculty position. 

What undergraduate courses 

are you teaching? 

I'm involved in "Frontiers 

\ v. of Science," and I have a 

| 7^ lot of fun with that. IFs 

one of the most exot¬ 

ic ing teaching opportu¬ 

nities for me because 

I have access to 1,000 

Ju 
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to see whether the ocean tem¬ 

perature changes we see on 

that kind of time scale were 

equivalent to, or greater than 

or even less than what we see 

today. It gives us an idea of 

what nature has in store for 

us, both in terms of natural 

climate variability and what 

the future may hold. 

What's something your stu¬ 

dents wouldn't guess about 

you? 

That I have a sense of humor 

(laughs), and that I love sailing. 

Are you married? Do you have 

kids? Pets? 

My wife and I have twin girls, 

who are 214 We have a cat, 

Nico, who's bright, white, 

overweight and 17.1 named 

her after Nico of the Velvet 

Underground. 

How do you recharge? 

Being near or on the ocean has 

an amazingly narcotic effect 

on me. That is what it takes 

for me to recharge, and failing 

that, being able to get up into 

the hills to go camping. 

If you could be anywhere in 

the world, where would you 

be? 

When I moved to New York, 

after a year of adjustment, I fell 

in love with what New York 

had to offer. As you grow old¬ 

er, in New York, there's always 

a place for you. You never age 

out in New York, no matter 

who you are or what you 

want to do. 

What are you most proud 

of on your resume? 

The Lenfest award was com¬ 

pletely unexpected. Every Co¬ 

lumbia faculty member does 

his or her best to teach and 

to reach out to students, and 

every once in a while we can 

even convince ourselves that 

we're doing a good job with it, 

but often it's a pretty private 

experience. When I heard that 

I won this award last year, I 

was very, very happy. 

Interview and photo: 

Ethan Rouen '04J 

Did you know that deMenocal 

appeared in the Leonardo 

DiCaprio documentary, The 

11th Hour? To see a clip from 

the film and hear deMenocal 

talk about working with the 

movie star, go to www.college. 

columbia.edu/cct. An audio clip 

of deMenocal explaining the 

"Frontiers of Science" course 

also is available on the site. 

Have You Moved? 
To ensure that you receive 

CCT and other College 
information, let us know if 
you have a new postal or 

e-mail address, new phone 
number or even a new name. 

Send an e-mail to 
cct@columbia.edu or 

call CCT at 212-851-7852. 

Smart is Sexy! 
Date Smart, Party Smart 

JOIN THE INTRODUCTION NETWORK 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR GRADUATES, FACULTY, 

AND STUDENTS OF THE IVY LEAGUE, MIT, 

STANFORD, AND A FEW OTHERS 

800-988'5288 
WWW.RIGHTSTUFFDATING.COM 
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ALUMNI IN THE NEWS 
■ Barack Obama '83 clearly tops 
College alumni in the news — you 
may have heard that he's officially 
starting a new job in Washington, 
D.C., on January 20. Joining him 
as part of his cabinet is attorney 
general-designee Eric H. Holder Jr. 
'73, '76L (see page 4), who has been 
nominated to head the 
justice department. 

A key member of 
Obama's transition 
team has been Julius 
Genachowski '85, a 
technology expert who 
was former legal coun¬ 
sel to ex-FCC chairman 
Reed Hundt and who 
clerked for Supreme 
Court Justice David 
Souter and, before that, for retired 
Supreme Court Justice William Bren¬ 
nan. Genachowski also spent eight 
years in senior executive positions at 
Barry Diller's IAC/InterActiveCorp. 
and has served on the boards of The 
Motley Fool, Beliefnet, Website Pros, 
Mark Ecko Enterprises, Expedia, 
Hotels.com and Ticketmaster. He is 
a co-founder of Rock Creek Ventures 
and Launch Box Digital and a special 
adviser at General Atlantic. 

Genachowski's presence on the 
Obama transition team was seen as 
an indication that technology will 
play an important role in the new 
administration, perhaps including 
a Cabinet-level chief technology 
officer position. "Julius is a true 
believer in the power of technology 

to change lives, and I 
think it bodes well for 
the Obama administra¬ 
tion that someone like 
him is part of the transi¬ 
tion team," Rick Whitt, 
Google's Washington, 
D.C., telecom and 
media counsel, told The 
Washington Post 

Speculation in 
Washington was that 

Genachowski might take a posi¬ 
tion in the Obama administration 
once his role on the transition 
team is completed. 

■ Donald Keene '42, '50 GSAS, 
University Professor Emeritus 
and Shincho Professor Emeritus 
of Japanese Literature, is the first 
foreign-bom winner of the Japanese 
government^ s prestigious Order of 
Culture. Keene and seven others. 

including three Nobel Prize winners 
and conductor Seiji Ozawa, received 
the govemmenT s highest honor for 
contributions to the nation's culture 
in a special ceremony at the Imperial 
Palace on Culture Day, November 3. 

Keene has devoted almost his en¬ 
tire life to translating and explaining 
Japanese literature hum ancient to 
modem periods for English readers. 

"I am surprised because I thought 
that foreigners were not eligible to 
receive the award," Keene said. "I 
feel that I am receiving this award 
not personally, but I believe that the 
country of Japan has recognized the 
efforts made by foreign scholars of 
Japanese literature and that I am be¬ 
ing given this award by chance." 

The three members of the Apol¬ 
lo 11 mission, who were involved 
in the first moon landing in 1969, 
were awarded the Order of Culture 
under diplomatic protocol. 

During his long career, Keene 
has covered a wide range of genres, 
from the classics, such as Kojiki, 
the oldest surviving history book 
in Japan, completed in the eighth 
century, to the plays of Chikamatsu 
Monzaemon (1653-1724) and the 
works of contemporary authors, 
including Yukio Mishima (1925-70) 
and Kobo Abe (1924r-93). 

"Since there were so few scholars 
of Japanese literature, I thought I had 
to teach everything about Japanese 
literature once I was employed at a 
university," Keene said. "I was so 
moved by the beauty of the words. 
The passion to inform others about 
that beauty is what drove me." 

■ Eric Foner '63, '69 GSAS, the 
DeWitt Clinton Professor of History, 
has been elected to the Board of 
Directors of the Harper's Magazine 
Foundation, owner and publisher 
of Harper's Magazine. Founded in 
1850, Harper's Magazine is the oldest 
general-interest monthly in America. 

"Eric is an eminent historian 
and his perspective is invaluable," 
observed John R. "Rick" MacAr- 
thur '78, president and publisher 
of Harper's Magazine 
and president of the 
Harper's Magazine 
Foundation. The 
foundation's board 
consists of chairman 
Robert C. Volante, 
MacArthur, Walter 
Cronkite, George 
McGovern, Nikolai 
Stevenson and Foner. 

Foner, who has been a history 
professor at Columbia since 1982, 
served as president of the Orga¬ 
nization of American Historians 
in 1993-94 and of the American 
Historical Association in 2000. 
He received a John Jay Award for 
distinguished professional achieve¬ 
ment from the College in 2007. 

■ William P. Barr '71, '79 GSAS, 
attorney general under President 
George H.W. Bush, retired at the end 
of 2008 as e.v.p. and general counsel 
of Verizon Communications. 

Barr began working in telecom¬ 
munications in 1994, when he joined 
GTE as e.v.p. of government and reg¬ 
ulatory advocacy, general counsel. 
He served in that capacity from 1994 
until GTE merged with Bell Atlantic 
to become Verizon in 2000. 

Barr started his legal career as law 
clerk to Judge Malcolm Wilkey of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia. From 1982-83, he 
served on the White House domestic 
policy staff under President Reagan, 
and then returned to the Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., law firm of Shaw, Pittman, 
Potts & Trowbridge. Barr started 
with the Department of Justice as as¬ 
sistant attorney general in charge of 
the Office of Legal Counsel in 1989, 
and then served as deputy attorney 
general before his appointment as 
Attorney General in 1991. 

■ Miguel Centeno '91, v.p. of strate¬ 
gic market development for Aetna, 
received the LISTA2008 Corporate 
Citizen Award from the Latinos in 
Information Sciences and Technology 
Association on October 30 in Miami. 
The award is one of a series that are 
presented to individuals and organi¬ 
zations that have not only contributed 
to the Hispanic community but also 
have supported LISTA's mission to 
help the Latino-American commu¬ 
nity attain opportunities that educate, 
empower and motivate. 

Centeno, who joined Aetna in 
2007, is responsible for leading 
Aetna's efforts in the Northeast 

Region to better serve 
the needs of targeted 
growth market small 
business owners, 
which are those 
owned by Hispanics, 
African-Americans, 
Asian-Americans, 
women, and gays / 
lesbians/bisexuals and 
transgenders. Q 

Class Ring Returned After 38 Years The College may stay with its alumni forever, but one alumnus 
who lost a part of Columbia rediscovered it 38 years later. 

Michael Pybas '55 was coaching football at a private 
school in Texas in 1970 when his class ring, along with his 
watch and wedding ring, were stolen from his locker. 

"I was pretty sure it got melted down along with the wedding 
ring," said Pybas, who helped build the Peace Corps after gradu¬ 
ation and worked in commercial real estate before retiring. 

About 20 years ago, John Laza was wandering through the grav¬ 
el parking lot of a Dallas bar, hunting for loose change and other 
treasures cast off by patrons, when he discovered the gold ring. He 

gave it to a relative, William Baker, who 
had recently lost his own ring. 

Baker died late last year and left 
the ring to his son-in-law, Bob Tipton, a 
Knoxville, Tenn., banker who did some 
detective work to track down the 
jewel's owner. 

"It's of no value of me, and probably 
means something to someone," Tipton 

said. "I thought, there probably couldn't be too many people in 
the Class of '55 with the same initials." 

With the help of Jennifer Freely, assistant director of alumni 
affairs, Tipton found Pybas and mailed him the ring, which now 
sits on Pybas' finger again. 

"It astonished me that it was still alive and that Bob took the 
trouble to track me down," Pybas said. "My wife said l need to write 
a short story about the travels of that ring over the last 38 years." 

Ethan Rouen '04J 

Julius Genachowski '85 
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Dean Austin Quigley 
Presented With 

2008 Hamilton Medal 
PHOTOS: EILEEN BARROSO Dean Austin Quigley was presented with the 2008 

Alexander Hamilton Medal on November 13 at 

a black-tie gala held in the Milstein Hall of Ocean 

Life at the American Museum of Natural History. 

Quigley was honored for his 14 years of service as 

dean, during which the College has been signifi¬ 

cantly enhanced in many different ways. What is widely viewed 

as an historic period in the history of the College will end when he 

steps down in July, at the end of this academic year. The Alexander 

Hamilton Award, for distinguished service and accomplishment, is 

presented by the Columbia College Alumni Association and is the 

highest honor the College bestows. 

Last May, Quigley announced his decision 

to step down. When he leaves his position, he 

will have served longer than all but one of those 

who preceded him — Herbert E. Hawkes was 

dean from 1918-43. Quigley will continue to 

teach at Columbia and conduct research as the 

Brander Matthews Professor of Dramatic Litera¬ 

ture and also will serve as special adviser to the 

president for undergraduate education. 

Almost 700 alumni, students, faculty, fam¬ 

ily members and friends attended the dinner, 

which also helped support The Columbia 

Campaign for Undergraduate Education. 

The campaign provides funds for financial 

aid, faculty support and student services. 

University Trustees Chair Bill Campbell '62 

announced at the dinner that the event had 

raised more than $2 million. 

The dinner was highlighted by 10 speakers who took the po¬ 

dium to praise Quigley for the remarkable progress the College 

has made during his tenure, for the high standard of leadership 

he has set, for the bonds he has established among so many in 

the Columbia community and for the close relationship he has 

forged with every constituency in the College's impressively in¬ 

clusive student body. Attendees also were treated to a video trib¬ 

ute, in which many members of the College community spoke 

of Quigley's vital role in getting the College to where it is today. 

Claire Shipman '86, ABC news correspondent and mistress of 

ceremonies for the evening, expressed pleasure in her role, noting 

that she "wouldn't wish to miss this great opportunity to join so 

many others in honoring Dean Quigley." She recognized Tussi 

and John W. Kluge '37, P'05, honorary chairs and the Univer¬ 

sity's largest benefactors. Kluge, whose speech was a highlight 

of the evening, noted Quigley was "much more than a dean. He 

befriended a great many students in the school... and I want to 

thank him for being my friend." 

Geoffrey J. Colvin '74, P'08, P'10, president of the Columbia 

College Alumni Association, praised the Hamilton selection com¬ 

mittee for choosing Quigley, stating, "No one 

is more deserving. He has restored the College 

to its historic place at the center of the Univer¬ 

sity." Colvin then introduced Kluge Scholar 

Sarracina Davis Littlebird '09, who spoke about 

Quigley's commitment to the students and the 

wonderful opportunities Columbia has opened 

to her as a College student and a Kluge Scholar. 

Lisa Landau Camoy '89, vice-chair of the 

Board of Visitors, spoke about the evolution of 

the College since it began enrolling women in 

1983 and the achievement of a record-breaking 

overall admit rate under Quigley of below 

9 percent. Representing the faculty, the Zora 

Neale Hurston Professor of English and Com¬ 

parative Literature and jazz expert Robert G. 

O'Meally praised the improvisational, out-of- 

the-box thinking promoted by the Core Cur¬ 

riculum and Quigley's evident devotion to it, 

complimenting the dean's intellectual leadership by calling him 

"the Duke Ellington of deans. He taught us to play through the 

changes and make life swing!" 

President Lee C. Bollinger noted Quigley's role in enabling the 

character of the College to help define the character of the Univer¬ 

sity. "The College is a link to our youth, a time of promise and of 

infinite possibilities. Every institution needs a future to discover as 

well as a past to hold dear." To mark Quigley's exceptional achieve¬ 

ment as a fund-raiser and his lasting impact on the stature of the 
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College, Lisa 97 TC and Rich¬ 

ard Witten '75, F10 announced 

the establishment of the $50 

million Austin E. Quigley En¬ 

dowment for Student Success, 

more than half of which has 

already been raised, to focus 

on enhanced advising and 

career counseling. 

Cheryl '81 Barnard and 

Philip Milstein '71, F09, P'10 

toasted Quigley for his out¬ 

standing deanship and pre¬ 

sented him with a commemo¬ 

rative sculpture of the Scholar's 

Lion, created especially for the 

occasion by Greg Wyatt '71, 

who also sculpted the origi¬ 

nal. Witten and Milstein are 

vice-chairs of the University 

Board of Trustees. 

Quigley, visibly moved by 

the tributes of the evening, 

said, "Whatever the difficul¬ 

ties they have confronted in 

life, Columbians never get 

together to lament what the 

world can be at its worst, 

but to discover what each of 

us can be at our very best. 

We come to Columbia not 

with chips on our shoulders 

but with aspirations in our 

hearts for what we can make 

of ourselves and do for each 

other. I'm very proud of the 

rapid progress we've been 

able to make at the College 

in recent years, but I reiterate 

that these have been collec¬ 

tive achievements, and I am 

deeply grateful to each and 

every one of you." 

Lisa Palladino, 

Ethan Rouen '04J 

Clockwise from top: Alumni 
Association president Geoff 
Colvin '74 and President Lee 
C. Bollinger presented Dean 
Austin Quigley with the Ham¬ 
ilton Medal; Quigley with his 
wife, Patricia Denison (second 
from left) and their daughters 
(left to right) Laura Brugger, 
Catherine Quigley, Caroline 
Quigley and Rebecca Cooper; 
Fernando Ortiz Jr. '79 and his 
wife, Ofelia, with Conrad Lung 
'72 and his wife, Lin; Quigley 
with University Trustee 
George Van Amson '74. 



Clockwise from top: 
John W. Kluge '37, honor¬ 
ary dinner chair; Cheryl 
Milstein '81 Barnard, 
toasting Quigley; student 
guests congratulate Quig¬ 
ley, including featured 
speaker Sarracina Davis 
Littlebird '09 (front right, 
with shawl), a Kluge 
Scholar; Bill Campbell '62, 
University Trustees chair, 
with Kassie and Carlos 
Munoz '57; Quigley with 
Norma Lerner. 
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New York Governor 

David A. Paterson 77 
Overcomes the Odds 

The nation’s first blind governor and only the third 

Afiican-American to lead a state has emerged as a consensus builder 

in New York and a warm and witty figure on the national stage 

By David McKay Wilson 

acing 37 reporters, 12 television cameras and 

six photographers, Gov. David A. Paterson '77 

stands ramrod straight at a press conference to 

explain his administration's ruling that same- 

sex marriages from other states will be recog¬ 

nized by the state of New York. 

IP s just two months since Paterson, then lieu¬ 

tenant governor, ascended to the state's top post 

on March 17 after Gov. Eliot Spitzer resigned 

following revelations that he frequented a prostitution ring. Re¬ 

publican legislative critics have already begun to attack the state's 

action, saying it's a way to circumvent the state Legislature, which 

has yet to legalize same-sex marriages in New York. But Paterson, 

a longtime supporter of same-sex marriage, says New York is only 

recognizing legal marriages in other states, as it already does for 

heterosexual couples. 

"It's not an end run around anybody," Paterson tells the media 

from his midtown Manhattan office. "And if there are legislators 

who think I'm doing an end run, maybe they should go to the 

Legislature and actually work on something." 

Paterson's retort — a bit sharper than expected from a politi¬ 

cian whose accommodating manner stands in contrast to his pre¬ 

decessor's bitingly hard edge — surprises the reporters. 

"Whoa!" declares Henry Goldman of Bloomberg News. "All 

of a sudden, David Paterson is Eliot Spitzer." 

By autumn, however, observers were quick to say that David 

Paterson is anything but Eliot Spitzer. In fact, as New York's 55th 

governor continues to champion a property-tax cap and call for 

cuts in state spending to bridge an ever-widening state budget 

gap, his critics arise from the left as education advocates and 

public-employee union leaders vow to fight his plans. His tax- 

cap allies, meanwhile, are Republicans and conservatives who 

support his plan to rein in school spending. 

Through it all, Paterson, the nation's first blind governor and only 

the third African-American to lead a state has emerged as a consen¬ 

sus builder in New York and a warm and witty figure on the na¬ 

tional stage, where he has spoken out for the rights of the disabled, 

urged federal aid to states and called on civil rights leaders to move 

beyond those issues to make important contributions to the world. 

He has shown ability as a prodigious fundraiser — for his 

own campaign committee and for the Senate Democrats. He has 

become an inspirational role model for the disabled and African- 

Americans. He also has become a favorite of the media, appear¬ 

ing often on television and radio, both on local stations and on na¬ 

tional outlets, talking on a board range of topics. One afternoon, 

you may hear Paterson on WEAN sports radio analyzing the tra¬ 

vails of his favorite baseball team, the New York Mets. The next 

night, you may see him on television, quoting Montesquieu and 

Thomas Jefferson in a conversation with Tavis Smiley on PBS. 

The toughest part of the job, Paterson says, is managing 

his schedule and addressing the flood of demands on his 

time. Paterson, who is married to Michelle Paige Paterson, 

splits his time between the Governor's Mansion in Albany and 

his apartment in Harlem. They have a son, Alex, 14, who attends 

New York City schools, and his wife has a 19-year-old daughter 

from her first marriage, Ashley, who attends Ithaca College. 

"There are 62 counties of people who want to see you," Pater¬ 

son says in an interview with Columbia College Today. "Everybody 

wants a meeting with you, personally. So what if you have 100 

staff members who can see them? That's not good enough. There 

are candidates who want you to raise money for them. And there 

are media outlets asking for interviews constantly. You just can't 

manage it in a day, so that's why it's a good thing that there are 

eight days in a week and 30 hours in a day." 

For the first time in his career in public life, Paterson says he's 

learning that it's simply not possible to meet all the demands. 

"I found that if I really asserted myself, I could do all the things 

I wanted to do when I was minority leader of the state Senate or 

lieutenant governor," he says. "Now I'm painfully getting used to 

the fact that as governor, I can't." 

Paterson clearly has his hands full. After celebrating Barack 

Obama '83's election as the nation's first African-American Presi¬ 

dent and the Democratic takeover of the New York State Senate 

in November, he was forced to grapple with the dire financial 

fallout from the 2008 meltdown of the nation's financial system. 

For Paterson, the recession and ever-widening budget gap 

presented his stiffest challenge yet in his first year at the helm 
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"We need to reamplify 
the idea of helping our 
neighbors as we would 
help ourselves, because 
our neighbors are 
ourselves." 

PHOTO: JUDY SANDERS, 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 



DAVID A. PATERSON '77 COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

“He’s going to be spiritual and pray a lot. It’s going to be tough. The most important 

thing he needs to remember is that democracy is based on an educated populace. People 

need to know what’s going on. His biggest job is to convey the facts to the public.” 

was back in town to cut $1 billion from the budget, Paterson 

strode into Dicker's cramped Capitol office in his standard blue 

pinstripe suit, white shirt and tie, where a clock counts down his 

time in office — he had 863 days, 13 hours and 52 minutes re¬ 

maining in his term. He sat in a tattered red leather chair, put on 

the headset and went head-to-head with Dicker. 

Outside the office, the halls of the Capitol echoed with the ] 

chants of activists for the disabled, including dozens in wheel¬ 

chairs, who had settled into the War Room on the Capitol's sec¬ 

ond floor, within earshot of Paterson's office. Inside the New York 

Post studio. Dicker tried his best to get Paterson to reveal what's A 

going on behind the scenes. Paterson did not take the bait. 

"I try to answer the questions I'm asked and I try to be as avail¬ 

able as much as I can," Paterson says later. "There are times when 

the media is overly simplistic. They have only two questions — j 
are you raising taxes and what [services] are you going to cut? \ 

You can't answer those questions because you are having those 

specific discussions, and whenever leaders have to make deci¬ 

sions, they are not going to let you see who they thwarted in the 

process because then you make enemies." 

Paterson's political instincts were developed at an early age 

around the dinner table where his father, Basil Paterson, would share ( 

his experiences in the rough-and-tumble world of New York City 

politics, as seen from his leadership perch in the Harlem clubhouse. 

There, Paterson was among Harlem's powerful political aristocracy 

in the 1960s and 1970s as part of the so-called Gang of Four, along 

with Rep. Charles Rangel, Mayor David Dinkins and Manhattan 

Borough President Percy Sutton. Basil Paterson was a state senator 

for several terms, was secretary of state under Gov. Hugh Carey and l 

ran for lieutenant governor in 1970 on the Democratic ticket with Ar- | 

thur Goldberg. An archived news photo captures a teenage David 

Paterson in an Afro standing at the podium with his father, who is 

celebrating his victory in the Democratic primary. 

Basil Paterson, a labor lawyer with the firm Meyer Suozzi 

English & Klein, remains close to David, his eldest son. David's 

younger brother, Daniel, works in the state court system. Basil 

Paterson understands that David will need all the help he can get 

in the coming months. 

"He's going to be spiritual and pray a lot," says Basil Paterson. 

"It's going to be tough. The most important thing he needs to 

remember is that democracy is based on an educated populace. 

People need to know what's going on. His biggest job is to con¬ 

vey the facts to the public." 

of New York's sprawling government bureaucracy. [Editor's note: 

This story was completed prior to Hillary Clinton being nominated for 

Secretary of State. Since the governor has sole say in choosing who will 

serve the remainder of Clinton's senatorial term, this is another issue that 

will put Paterson to the test.] Two weeks after the election, Paterson 

called the state Legislature back to session to address a $1.5 bil¬ 

lion deficit in the current year's budget while preparing for short¬ 

falls in state revenues in 2009 that will create budget troubles this 

spring. He has warned lawmakers of a whopping shortfall of $47 

billion projected by 2011, but the Legislature balked at any action, 

unwilling to make the deep mid-year cuts he'd requested. 

The November election changed the dynamic in Albany, with 

all branches of government in the hands of the Democratic Party. 

But Democrats in Albany are far from united on what to do to 

address the burgeoning state deficit. To drum up public support, 

Paterson has reached out to New Yorkers through Town Hall 

meetings, such as the one held in early November that was later 

aired on WNET Channel 13. In the hour-long forum, he fielded 

questions from the audience and answered with the directness 

that has earned him high marks among state residents. The hand¬ 

picked audience of 200 greeted him with a standing ovation in 

The Little Theater at the Westchester County Center. The gover¬ 

nor accepted the applause with the self-deprecating humor that 

has a way of disarming his opponents. 

"I'm very flattered by the reception," Paterson said with a broad 

smile. "But I'm worried about the reaction I'll get when I leave." 

After an hour of questioning, Paterson emerged relatively 

unscathed in the respectful exchange in which he warned that 

"everything is on the table" for mid-year budget cuts, including 

education aid to local school districts. But he ruled out higher 

taxes for the rich. Then he made himself available to three local 

reporters who peppered him with questions on local issues. 

"David Paterson is intelligent and witty, he charms the av¬ 

erage person and he charms the average reporter, and on the 

whole, he's a pretty straight shooter," says Norman Adler, a long¬ 

time public affairs consultant and lobbyist based in Manhattan 

who knows Paterson through political circles. "If he follows his 

instincts during the next 12 months, he'll do just fine." 

That charm has paid dividends for Paterson, says Justin Phil¬ 

lips, assistant professor of political science at Columbia. 

"The public sees him as a likeable guy," says Phillips. "So far, 

that's worked for him. He has maintained a connection with New 

Yorkers, and when it comes to high-profile leaders, their general 

affect can be almost as important as their policy positions. He's a 

warm, funny guy who seems open, which is a refreshing change, 

given the hostility and nastiness that has come out of Albany." 

Paterson's image is burnished by his openness to the media. 

It began a day after he took the oath of office when he ac¬ 

knowledged that he and his wife had engaged in infideli¬ 

ties many years ago. And he has enhanced his reputation through 

his willingness to engage with the press. 

In Albany, he appears often on the half-hour radio show 

hosted by Fredric Dicker, the hardnosed veteran New York Post 

bureau chief. On one hot August morning, when the Legislature 

David Paterson's roots extend deeply into the United 

States' African-American past. His mother, Portia, traces 

her family to the colonial days in North Carolina and 

South Carolina. His paternal grandmother was secretary to black 

nationalist leader Marcus Garvey. His maternal great-grandfather 

was the blacksmith for a mare named Upset, who in 1919 handed 

the legendary thoroughbred Man 'o War the only defeat of his ca- J 

reer in a race attended by 20,000 in Saratoga. Upset's owner, phi¬ 

lanthropist Payne Whitney, was so ecstatic with the victory that 

he bought houses in Brooklyn for the trainer and blacksmith. 

"That house was passed down through the family," says Pat- 
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Clockwise from top left: 

Paterson speaks at ServiceNation on September 11 at 
Columbia. 

PHOTO: DARREN McGEE, OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Dean Austin Quigley, Samantha Elghanayan '09, 
Paterson and President Lee C. Bollinger at the 2007 
John Jay Awards Dinner, where Paterson was one of 
five alumni honored for distinguished professional 
achievement 

PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 

Paterson throws out the first pitch at Shea Stadium 
last April wearing Jackie Robinson's number. 

PHOTO: WIARC S. LEVINE, CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER, N.Y. METS 

Paterson makes a visit in August to New York Post 
Albany bureau chief Fredric Dicker's talk show. 

PHOTO: JUDY SANDERS, OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Sen. Hillary Clinton and Paterson honored firefighters 
who lost their lives in the line of duty at the Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial in Albany in October. 

PHOTO: JUDY SANDERS, OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
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“Getting elected minority leader didn’t fall into his lap; that was a major 

organizing effort. That was testament to a variety of strengths on his part, such as 

the ability to win the confidence and support of his colleagues.” 

erson. "That's how they moved to Grand Avenue in Brooklyn." 

Basil Paterson recalls that his son had a knack for politics at 

an early age. When the elder Paterson was running for state 

Senate in the mid-1960s, his son would man the microphone on 

the sound truck. As it made its way slowly through Harlem, he 

would urge voters to pull the lever for his dad. 

"He had a clear voice, and you could tell that he really loved 

it," says Basil Paterson. 

His way with words developed as David Paterson came of age 

in the 1960s, without the benefit of sight. An infection contracted as 

an infant spread to his optic nerve, leaving him without sight in his 

left eye and with limited vision in his right eye. Paterson is consid¬ 

ered legally blind: his eyesight is rated at 20 /400, which allows him 

to read print held an inch from his eye but not at a distance. 

While many children with his vision impairment were sent to 

schools for the blind, Paterson's parents didn't want their son to 

grow up within the strictures of the disabled community. Instead, 

they bought a home in Hempstead, Long Island, so he could attend a 

school district that made accommodations for disabled students such 

as Paterson within its regular classrooms. His parents maintained two 

residences — one on Long Island, where Paterson and his mother 

lived, and another in Harlem, where his father was state senator. 

Paterson never learned Braille nor had a Seeing Eye dog to 

guide him. Instead, he learned by listening to audio books or by 

having books and academic material read to him. His keen mem¬ 

ory helped him excel in high school and at the College, where 

his mother and his classmates helped by reading to him when 

needed. And it has served him well in public office, as he memo¬ 

rizes his speeches and listens to taped messages from aides to 

keep updated on state policy matters. 

Paterson finished high school in three years and began looking at 

colleges. He took a liking to Columbia, which at the time had a pro¬ 

gram for the visually impaired sponsored by the state of New York, 

his father recalls. But after Paterson was accepted and had enrolled, 

the state discontinued the program in a time of fiscal austerity. 

"It was quite a jolt," his father recalls. "It would have paid all 

his tuition. Luckily, we were able to do it." 

At Columbia, Paterson lived in John Jay Hall for three years 

and in his parents' Harlem apartment as a senior and majored in 

political science. He readily recalls classes taught by the late his¬ 

tory professor James Shenton '49, English professor John Faldo 

and Nathan Huggins, an expert in African-American history. He 

also remembers socializing with friends such as Julio Castillo '74, 

an attorney who now serves as executive director of the Public 

Employment Relations Board in Washington, D.C. 

Castillo, who was bom in the Dominican Republic and grew up 

in Washington Heights, says he and Paterson hung out with other 

minority students, who formed a close-knit community on cam¬ 

pus. It was a time when Columbia had begun an effort to recruit 

more African-American and Latino students, but they still were a 

distinct minority on campus. Castillo recalls upper-classmen help¬ 

ing lower-classmen figure out their schedules, sharing textbooks or 

lending each other a few bucks if someone ran low on cash. 

"We were very supportive of each other," says Castillo. "It was 

a community within the College. We were minority students when 

there weren't that many of us." 

Castillo had a job checking IDs at John Jay, and Paterson would 

linger and shoot the breeze on his way back to his room. j 

"We'd have conversations for hours," says Castillo, who last 

summer went to hear Paterson speak at the National Press Club 

in Washington, D.C. "We'd talk about baseball and politics. If it 

wasn't the Mets or the Yankees, we'd talk about Nixon and Wa- i 

tergate and the calls for Nixon to resign." 

Paterson's fascination with baseball dates back to his child¬ 

hood, when his father took him to the fabled Polo Grounds to see 

the New York Mets from seats right behind home plate. When 

Paterson went into a full wind-up to throw out the first pitch of 

the season for the Mets last year, he wore the number 42, Jackie 

Robinson's number when he played for the Brooklyn Dodgers. 

As an adult, Paterson has kept in shape. He has run the New 

York City Marathon, and in August he ran the 9.3-mile Utica j 

Boilermaker road race in 1:35, finishing 5,412 out of 9,773 partici¬ 

pants. He runs with a guide — in Utica it was his nephew, Kayah 

Paterson, along with several New York State troopers. \ 

During his early days in Albany in the late 1980s, Paterson and \ 

former assemblyman Willis Stephens Jr. occasionally would fre¬ 

quent Capitol drinking holes. One night, while at a club with a 

dance floor, Stephens recalls how Paterson cleared the floor and 

proceeded to do a standing back flip, to the astonishment of his 

legislative colleagues. While he no longer does the back flip, Pa¬ 

terson can still master the cartwheel, which he showed off at a 

Columbia alumni gathering last summer. 

"I wanted to let some people know I still had it," Paterson says. 

Like his father, Paterson went to law school, obtaining his , 

law degree in 1983 from Hofstra. He never passed the bar 

but instead worked two years in the Queens district attor¬ 

ney's office before entering the family business in 1985 as an aide 

to then-New York City Clerk David Dinkins, who was running 

for Manhattan borough president. When the sitting state sena¬ 

tor from Harlem died that August, Paterson entered the fray in a 

fractious special election for the seat once held by his father. 

He won, and at 31 became New York's youngest-ever state 

senator. It's a post he held until 2007, when he was sworn in as 

lieutenant governor. While in Albany, Paterson became known 

for his incisive debating skills on the floor of the ornate Senate 

chambers, where he would engage the Republicans on the big 

issues of the day — abortion and the death penalty — and do so 

in a way that respected his opponents. 

"He was always lecturing like a Columbia professor, with won¬ 

derful references to history and society and philosophy," says state 

Sen. Suzi Oppenheimer '58 Business, who served with Paterson for j 

21 years. "But the reason that people are fond of David is because 

he is very warm, very friendly and very kind. You can't imagine a 

harsh word or nasty thought coming from David. He has skills in 

saying what he wants said in a thoughtful, polite manner. He gets j 

his points across, but doesn't do it in a harmful way." | 

In the city, Paterson developed a reputation for building trust 

and cementing relationships between the community and the in¬ 

stitutions that served it. 
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When St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital announced in 1995 that it 

would close its obstetrics service at 114th Street and Amsterdam Av¬ 

enue, the Momingside Heights community howled. Patients there 

didn't want to travel to St. Luke's other facility in midtown to deliver 

their babies. At the time, St. Luke's-Roosevelt was in rough financial 

shape and needed to close money-losing services, says Shelley May¬ 

er, who at the time was the hospital's v.p. of government affairs. 

Mayer says that Paterson was a leader in rebuilding the re¬ 

lationship between the hospital, which is one of P&S' teaching 

hospitals, and the community. The obstetrics unit was saved. 

"David was always open-minded 

about the substance of the issue and re¬ 

alistic about the challenges faced by St. 

Luke's-Roosevelt," recalls Mayer, who 

later served under Paterson as counsel 

to the Senate Minority. "He was mind¬ 

ful and sensitive in helping the hospital 

meet those challenges." 

In the Senate, Paterson also show¬ 

cased his political muscle. In November 

2002, he led the coup that ousted then- 

Minority Leader Martin O'Connor, play¬ 

ing the insider political game to ascend 

to the Senate's second-highest post. That 

positioned him for Spitzer's surprise an¬ 

nouncement in 2006 that Paterson would 

be his running mate. And he was ready 

to step up when Spitzer stepped down. 

Among those who have watched 

Paterson's ascension is Assemblyman 

Richard Gottfried '73L, who has served 

under seven governors since his election 

in 1970, while still at the Law School. 

"Getting elected minority leader 

didn't fall into his lap; that was a major 

organizing effort," says Gottfried. "That 

was testament to a variety of strengths 

on his part, such as the ability to win 

the confidence and support of his col¬ 

leagues, who are independently elected 

legislators who do not lightly put their 

fate in the hands of someone else." 

Becoming governor put Paterson in 

demand across the country and back 

on campus at Columbia, where he had 

been an adjunct professor at SIPA from 2000-07, teaching courses 

such as "Urban Planning and the Challenge of Equitable Devel¬ 

opment," "Legislative Processes and Policy" and "Issues in Urban 

Health Care." The course on equitable development addressed is¬ 

sues of power, money and racism in the development of affordable 

housing in cities, with a focus on New York City. 

Paterson believes that a university such as Columbia can 

become an engine for economic development by establishing 

systems to transfer technological innovations from the research 

laboratory to the marketplace. 

"We haven't used our university systems as they have in Massa¬ 

chusetts and California to drive economic development," says Pater¬ 

son. "In New York, we need to take information technology, medical 

and scientific research, and cutting-edge research in the area of clean 

and renewable energy, and manage them through universities and 

the state to make New York a leader in those fields." 

When the economy began turning sour last year, one of the 

people Paterson sought for advice was University Professor Jo¬ 

seph Stiglitz, the Nobel Prize-winning economist. He met with 

Stiglitz in July and the following month named him to his Coun¬ 

cil of Economic Advisors. Stiglitz encouraged Paterson to use the 

downturn as an opportunity to boost state investment in public 

construction, as a way to jump-start the sluggish economy. 

"He may have hoped I was a more enthusiastic supporter of 

budget cuts," Stiglitz says. "I told him: 'Don't focus on cuts; think 

about growth, and having government serve as the engine for the 

rebuilding.'" Paterson was to deliver the key¬ 

note address at Teachers Col¬ 

lege's convocation on May 20, 

but his appearance was cancelled when 

he needed emergency eye surgery. He 

was back on campus on September 11 

at a nationally televised forum on ser¬ 

vice and civic engagement that featured 

Presidential candidates John McCain 

P'07 and Barack Obama '83. 

That balmy night, thousands of Co¬ 

lumbia students sat on the Low Steps, 

watching the forum on a huge screen. 

Inside Roone Arledge Auditorium in 

Alfred Lemer Hall, Paterson was intro¬ 

duced by University President Lee C. 

Bollinger, who told the national audi¬ 

ence that the governor had "taken on 

the leadership of our state with his char¬ 

acteristic decency and determination, 

his intelligence and extraordinary good 

humor. Governor Paterson personifies 

the commitment to public service that 

so many in the Columbia community 

have shared over the decades." 

At the podium, Paterson talked 

about the history of service by New 

York governors, noting that two gover¬ 

nors named Roosevelt who had attend¬ 

ed the Law School, Republican Teddy 

and Democrat Franklin, were linked 

by their "service to human dignity." 

He talked about Obama's service to the 

poor in Chicago and McCain's service 

to the nation in the U.S. military during the Vietnam War. And 

he called on those in the auditorium, outside on Low Plaza and 

at home viewing the event on television to ponder the words of 

a 12th-century Christian, who wrote that in times of crisis, indi¬ 

viduals start to see others as part of themselves. 

"I'm hoping that adage will take on a new meaning in the 21st 

century," said Paterson. "As more of us are involved in service 

and we come closer to that oneness of the human spirit, we need 

to reamplify the idea of helping our neighbors as we would help 

ourselves, because our neighbors are ourselves." 

Visit the CCT Web site, www.college.columbia.edu/cct, for videos of 

some of Paterson's speeches. 

David McKay Wilson, a New York-based freelance journalist, writes 

for university magazines across the country. He covered the State House 

for The Journal News from 1990-92. 

Paterson finishes the 9.3-mile Utica Boilermaker road 
race in August. 

PHOTO: JUDY SANDERS, OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
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A New World 
From “Frontiers” to E3B to faculty and student recruitment to a major new building, 

Columbia is meeting the challenge of science in the 21st century. 

By Shira J. Boss-Bicak '93, '97J, '98 SIPA 

AT AT COLUMBIA 

mong the many changes in the 

academic sphere at the College 

during the past 15 years, none 

has been more pronounced than 

in the sciences. An innovative 

science course, "Frontiers of Sci¬ 

ence," has been developed by 

senior faculty and added to the Core Curriculum. A 

new department was created in 2001 for the first time 

in nearly 50 years, the Department of Ecology, Evolu¬ 

tion and Environmental Biology. Students interested in 

majoring in math or sciences are being more actively 

recruited, with the help of faculty and students. New 

majors have been added in environmental biology and 

environmental chemistry, the numbers of math and as¬ 

tronomy majors have tripled during the past 15 years 

and physics majors have doubled. 

Both at Columbia and nationally, there has been 

an increase in investment in scientific research and 

teaching science. "To attract and retain scientists do¬ 

ing top-tier research and teaching undergraduates, the 

bar has gone up," says Ann McDermott, the Esther 

Breslow Professor of Biological Chemistry and the 

University's associate v.p. for academic planning and 

science initiatives. "Our peers and we are upping the 

ante." The University has committed resources to re¬ 

invigorating departments in part by renovating labs, 

building faculty housing to help with recruitment 

and starting construction of a new science building 

on the Northwest corner of the Morningside Heights 

campus. 

BUILDING AND REBUILDING 
SCIENCE DEPARTMENTS 
olumbia historically has had top-rated science depart¬ 

ments, especially in the early- to mid-20th century, 

when I.I. Rabi '27 GSAS, Enrico Fermi and other cur¬ 

rent and future Nobel laureates worked in the physics 

department, and groundbreaking work in evolution and genetics 

was done in biology by more current and future Nobel winners. 

Thomas Hunt Morgan ran pioneering genetics experiments in the 

famous "Fly Room" in 613 Schermerhom, where he worked with 

fruit flies. In 1933, he became the first American-born winner of 

the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine. Five others associ¬ 

ated with Morgan also won Nobel prizes, including Hermann J. 

Muller (Class of 1910), T6 GSAS and Joshua Lederberg '44. 

University Professor Eric Kandel wrote in a fall 1999 Columbia 

magazine article, "An American Century of Biology," "Morgan's 

discovery that the gene was the unit of Mendel's inheritance, that 

it was the fuel for Darwin's evolution, and that it served as the 

control switch for development inaugurated an American Cen¬ 

tury in biology that accompanied the emergence of the American 

research university and with it the assumption of American lead¬ 

ership in all areas of science." 

In 1966, however, the University's zoology and botany de¬ 

partments closed and merged into the Department of Biological 

Sciences. "Organismal biology, including die study of evolution, 

population genetics, botany and zoology, was diminished in fa¬ 

vor of molecular and cellular studies," says Don Melnick, former 

chair of the anthropology department. 

Melnick, the Thomas Hunt Morgan Professor of Conservation 

Biology, joined Columbia in 1981 as a member of the anthropol¬ 

ogy department, and from the beginning had an interest in re¬ 

kindling organism-level biology at the University. Then an expe¬ 

rience in the mid-1980s partly changed his career course and in 

turn helped Columbia re-enter broader biological study. 

Melnick was in Sri Lanka studying monkeys in 1986 when, on 

a drive to a remote research site, he saw his first wild elephant, 

snacking on leaves in trees along the side of the road. He stopped 

his Jeep and watched the huge animal eat and then quietly, al¬ 

most imperceptibly, slip off into the forest. Three months later, on 

a drive back along the same route, Melnick was shocked to see 

"the entire area had been cleared and burned. ... It led to a mo¬ 

ment of realization. It struck me that I was making a living off of 
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Don Hood, the James F. Bender Professor in Psychology, lauds senior 
faculty such as Kelley and Helfand for devoting so much time and effort 
to "Frontiers," on top of their teaching and research responsibilities. 

PHOTO: KIM SPIR 

Darcy Kelley, professor of biological sciences, spearheaded the 
creation of "Frontiers of Science," with David Helfand, professor of 
astronomy (bottom right). 

PHOTO: COLUMBIA COLLEGE 

Department of Astronomy chair David Helfand says the science 
research fair held in conjuction with the annual "Days on Campus' 
has encouraged top science students to matriculate at Columbia. 

PHOTO: ALAN S. ORLING 

Don Melnick, the Thomas Hunt Morgan Professor of Conservation 
Biology, views the Center for Environmental Research and Conserva¬ 
tion's mission as "educating the environmental leaders of tomorrow. 

PHOTO: BRUCE GILBERT/COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
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studying animals in their natural habitats, but doing nothing to 

ensure that the habitats or the species would persist over the long 

term. I was taking but not giving. I knew then that I had to use 

my science for something beyond just basic inquiry, and I made 

a commitment to spending a significant portion of my time on 
conservation." 

Today, Melnick has taken this even further by dividing his time 

among his primary fields of study, population and evolutionary 

genetics and conservation biology, and efforts to bring science 

into policy debates and policy formulation. He co-chairs the U.N. 

Task Force on Environmental Sustainability, chairs science and 

technology for the 30-country Coalition for Rainforest Nations 

and advises several heads of state on measures to achieve envi¬ 
ronmental sustainability. 

In the mid-1980s, Melnick taught a course in biological anthro¬ 

pology, "The Human Species: Its Place in Nature." "I thought not 

many students would show up," he says. "On the first day, one 

entire floor of Hamilton Hall was full of students; 279 showed 

up. I said, 'Let7s go outside.' I stood on the sundial to talk to them. 

The class was moved to Altschul Auditorium. You could tell 

there was a lot of interest in organisms, and very few places for 

students to go to satisfy that interest." 

"About 12 years ago, people were beginning to realize there was a 

problem," says Shahid Naeem, chair of the Department of Ecology, 

Evolution and Environmental Biology, known as E3B. "We had cli¬ 

mate changing, species were going extinct, we had students interest¬ 

ed in ecology and the environment, but we didn't have any courses 

covering these topics." (Columbia does have, however, the Lamont- 

Doherty Earth Observatory, the research campus in Palisades, N.Y., 

founded in 1948 and now part of the University's Earth Institute. It 

is renowned for geosciences research, from the earth's oceanic core 
to its atmosphere and climate.) 

The Strategic Planning Committee that was established in the 

early 1990s, headed by then-Provost Jonathan Cole '64, '69 GSAS, 

set a goal of having all Arts & Sciences departments rated by 

peers as among the top 10 nationwide. "While some sciences, like 

chemistry and earth sciences, remained among the best in the na¬ 

tion, there was evidence that some of the sciences, social sciences 

and humanities departments had slipped from that," Cole says. 

"There was an effort to invest in those departments to bring them 

back to their historical positions as in the top five or top 10." 

External advisers estimated that achieving that goal would 

cost close to $1 billion across 10 years, including the upgrading 

of facilities, efforts to target and attract more high-ability science 

students and recruitment of academic stars and younger faculty 

with extraordinary promise. To attract this kind of world-class 

talent to the University, new facilities needed to be built and 

older ones renovated, competitive salaries and start-up packages 

had to be in place, and faculty housing and exceptionally good 

schooling were required. In response, several hundred faculty 

apartments were added, including in a newly constructed faculty 

residence on Broadway at 110th Street, The Columbia School for 

children was founded, and a new science facility on the North 

campus was planned. In addition, in the late 1990s, an external 

advisory committee of preeminent scientists was brought to cam¬ 

pus to assess the science departments and make further recom¬ 

mendations for improvement. 

It is hard to determine departments' current rankings national¬ 

ly, says Nicholas Dirks, v.p. of arts and sciences, but "it's generally 

agreed that we have very strong departments of earth and envi¬ 

ronmental sciences, chemistry, math," he notes. "Physics is back to 

its former strength. The biological sciences are getting better. Over¬ 

all, we feel very confident our sciences are in the top 10." 

CERC AND E3B 
n 1994, the Center for Environmental Research and 

Conservation (CERC) was created, as a consortium 

among Columbia, The New York Botanical Garden 

(founded by a Columbia botany professor, Nathaniel 

Lord Britton (Class of 1879, School of Mines), in 1891), the Ameri¬ 

can Museum of Natural History, the Wildlife Trust and the Wild¬ 

life Conservation Society (which runs the Bronx Zoo, Central 

Park Zoo and New York Aquarium, among others). 

CERC had no departmental status, but quickly developed an 

undergraduate major in environmental biology and a Ph.D. in 

ecology and evolutionary biology, starting in 1996, followed two 

years later by an M.A. in conservation biology. "While it was a 

research center, since we had a stellar group of scientists at these 

five institutions, it was important to see what we could contribute 

to the educational process," Melnick says. "I've always tried to 

think of how best to use the intellectual resources of the city for 

the benefit of the students. 

"Immediately, students started showing up in large numbers," 

he says. "We clearly hit a vein of student interest. It made sense to 

institutionalize this in a permanent way by creating a department." 

Many universities have two (or more) biology departments, 

one for molecular and cellular study and one for ecological and 

evolutionary study. Columbia had a biology department that 

had evolved into a molecular and cellular biology department 

(no plant study), and the Department of Earth and Environmen¬ 

tal Sciences, which was the original Department of Geology and 

looks mostly at geological, geochemical and atmospheric process¬ 

es, though it does some organismal and evolutionary work, in¬ 

cluding dinosaurs and marine biology. DEES has close ties to the 

Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory, which McDermott describes 

as "on a very elite list of institutions looking at the planet." 

A proposed new department would study, as Naeem describes 

it, biology from the "skin out" rather than from the "skin in." 

The process of creating what in 2001 became E3B took several 

years. "You won't find many universities that have risen to the 

challenge of creating a new department. It's rare," Naeem says. 

A new department had not been created at Columbia since 

1954, when the Middle East Languages and Cultures depart¬ 

ment was formed (now the Department of Middle East and 

Asian Languages and Cultures). A key issue was whether the 

University could afford to support the proposed department, 

and whether it should, alternatively, exist as part of the De¬ 

partment of Earth and Environmental Sciences. "Space is tight 

and resources are tight, but we needed to do it," McDermott 

says of the new department. "There's a mandate based on the 

enthusiasm for the future of the field." 

Both at Columbia and nationally, there has been an increase 
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Initial funding for CERC and ultimately the E3B it spawned 

came from a grant of $12 million from the V. Kann Rasmus¬ 

sen Foundation, and from within the University. Now in its 

seventh year, the department has seven full-time faculty, 40 

undergraduate majors and teaches about 700 students per 

semester. Melnick's “Biodiversity" course is among the most 

popular science for non-science majors courses, with more 

than 70 students typically enrolling per year. E3B offers con¬ 

centrations, two majors, a master's and two Ph.D. programs. 

( "They focus on some practical issues," McDermott says. "Their 

students have a real-world orientation." 

Adjunct faculty members are drawn from the more than 

80 members housed at the four institutions affiliated with 

CERC, and they advise students as well as teach. "We're not 

in the middle of a corn field in Kansas," Melnick says. "Why 

wouldn't we want to bring together all of the intellectual re¬ 

sources already in the city?" Students gain access not only to 

the staff of the museum, zoo, garden and trust, but also to the 

laboratories, collections, field sites and research initiatives of 

the member institutions. 

FRONTIERS OF SCIENCE 
dding a central science course to the Core Curriculum 

was a key part of strengthening the curricular role of 

sciences at the College. "The Core was dominated by 

the humanities and social sciences, and Columbia 

had lost its appeal for young people interested in the sciences," 

Cole says. 
The single-semester "Frontiers of Science" was developed by 

senior faculty, including David Helfand, professor of astronomy 

and department chair, and Darcy Kelley, professor of biological 

sciences, and debuted as a requirement on a pilot program basis 

in 2004. "It's almost unheard of, especially in a research institu¬ 

tion, that two outstanding scientists would put that much time 

and effort into changing an undergraduate curriculum," says 

Don Hood, the James F. Bender Professor in Psychology. 

Half of the first-year students take the course in the fall and half 

in the spring. It consists of one large, weekly lecture given by se¬ 

nior faculty who teach three- to four-week segments, and seminar 

meetings of 20 students each. Seminar sections are taught by senior 

faculty and by Columbia Science Fellows, Ph.D. scientists who are 

recruited to do three years of research and teaching at Columbia, 

and who have what Helfand describes as "an interest in, and dem¬ 

onstrated capacity for, communicating science to non-scientists." 

The course, which recently was renewed for another five 

years, has content that varies with faculty expertise and the 

topics of each semester. Optional evening lectures delve more 

deeply into topics. The fall 2008 syllabus included a unit on the 

human genome and evolution taught by Robert Pollack '61, 

professor of biological sciences and former dean of the Col¬ 

lege; an astronomy unit focusing on the history of the universe 

and the discovery of extrasolar planets, taught by Helfand; a 

unit on global climate change taught by Sidney Hemming, as¬ 

sociate professor of earth and environmental sciences, and by 

Wallace Broecker, the Newberry Professor of Geology in the 

Earth and Environmental Sciences Department and a winner 

of the National Medal of Science; and an examination of biodi¬ 

versity and the impact of humans thereon, taught by Melnick. 

RECRUITMENT OF 
SCIENCE STUDENTS 

round the time of the formation of E3B, the College, 

working closely with faculty in the sciences, increased 

its efforts to aggressively recruit prospective science 

students. They were confronted with the nation's 

shrinking pool of high school students who expressed an interest 

in, and displayed a high aptitude for, the sciences. Biology always 

has drawn large numbers of pre-med students, and psychology 

also has endured as a popular major. But in other science fields, 

including the physical sciences and mathematics, the competition 

among top schools for the highest-ability students is fierce. 

The recruitment of students likely to major in math and science 

starts in their sophomore year of high school. The Office of Under¬ 

graduate Admissions works with science faculty to send mailings 

to targeted students. Admissions officers include math and science 

specialty high schools in their travels across the country, and the 

College hosts online chats where high school students interested in 

science can connect with Columbia students doing research. 

Science faculty have long been involved in selecting and then 

recruiting the ultra-talented Rabi Scholars, of which there are 

about 10 per year. The four-year fellowship guarantees a summer 

research job and free on-campus housing during the summer, 

among other benefits. 
In recent years, a faculty committee was formed to review 

hundreds of application folders of students expressing an inter¬ 

est in majoring in sciences. Faculty and current students then are 

involved in recruitment of the admitted students, through phone, 

e-mail, online chats and the science research fair that is part of the 

annual "Days on Campus" event in April for admitted students. 

"Science students, even more than other students, are focused on 

the opportunity to work with faculty and the opportunity to do 

research," says Jessica Marinaccio, dean of undergraduate admis¬ 

sions. "If they didn't have an opportunity to speak with faculty, 

they probably wouldn't come." 

"These are top students with lots of options," says Helfand, 

a longtime advocate of faculty involvement in the student selec¬ 

tion and recruitment process. "It has become a very successful 

collaboration." 
Some College students who were not initially interested in 

majoring in the sciences are potentially being won over by the 

"Frontiers of Science" course. A new program, funded by a gift 

from Darren Manelski '91E, supports summer research intern¬ 

ships in labs on campus for students who have become interested 

in sciences since starting Columbia. Last summer there were nine 

such research interns. "Some changed their minds and will be 

science majors," Helfand reports. Q 

Shira J. Boss-Bicak '93, '97J, '98 SIPA is a contributing writer to CCT 

and other publications. She is the author o/Green with Envy: A Whole 

New Way to Look at Financial (Un)Happiness (www.shiraboss.com). 

in investment in scientific research and teaching science. 
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Physics for Future Presidents 
By Richard A. Muller '64 Are you intimidated by physics? Are you mystified by global warming, 

spy satellites, ICBMs, ABMs, fission, and fusion? Do you think all nukes, 

those in bombs and those in power plants, are basically the same? Are 

you perplexed by claims that we are running out of fossil fuels when 

there are counterclaims that we are not? Are you confused by the ongo¬ 

ing debate over global warming, when some prestigious scientists say that the debate is 

over? Are you baffled, bewildered, and befuddled by physics and high technology? 

If so, then you are not ready to be a world leader. World lead¬ 

ers must understand these issues. The moment when you are being 

told that a terrorist left a dirty bomb hidden in midtown Manhattan 

is not a good time to have to telephone your local science advisor to 

find out how bad the situation really is. Nor is it a good time simply 

to assume the worst, to decide that all government resources must 

now be pulled off other projects to address this new emergency. 

You have to know enough to act wisely, quickly, proportionately. 

Richard A. Muller '64 is a professor 

of physics at UC Berkeley. His course 

"Physics for Future Presidents" was 

voted "Best Class" in 2008 in a poll 

taken by Berkeley's student newspa¬ 

per, the Daily Californian. In his new 

book, Physics for Future Presidents: 

The Science Behind the Headlines 

(WW Norton, $26.95), which is based 

on his course, Muller explains the sci¬ 

ence behind critical problems that to¬ 

day's President might have to tackle, 

from shoe bombs and anthrax to cli¬ 

mate change. Here, following an ex¬ 

cerpt from the book's introduction, he 

examines the "greenhouse effect." 

Rose Kemochan '82 Barnard photo: sarah haas 

Maybe you did study physics, enjoyed it, maybe even majored 

in it, and yet even now, after you got your degree, you still don't 

know the important difference between a uranium bomb and a 

plutonium bomb, or between ozone depletion and greenhouse 

warming. And when your friends ask you about spy satellites, 

you tell them what you read in the newspapers — because such 

details were never covered in your courses. 

Many, if not most, important decisions today have a high-tech 

component. How can you lead your country into a clean-energy 

future if you don't understand solar power or how coal could be 

converted into gasoline? How can you decide important issues 

about research funding, arms control treaties, threats from North 

Korea or Iran, spying, and surveillance, if you understand only 

the political issues and not the technical ones? Even if you don't 

plan to be a world leader, how can you vote intelligently without 

understanding these issues? 

Equally important to understanding the physics of modem life 

is unlearning the things that you may think are true but aren't. 

Mark Twain is often quoted as saying, 

The trouble with most folks isn't their ignorance. 

It's knowin'so many things that ain't so. 

Ironically, this quote isn't even from Twain — as if to illustrate 

the aphorism itself. The quote is correctly attributed to Josh Bil¬ 

lings, a nineteenth-century humorist. 

Don't know the physics you need to know? Fortunately, you 

have found the solution, or at least the beginning of the solution. 

This book covers advanced physics, the stuff that world leaders 

need to know. I skip the math because you don't have time (or 

possibly the inclination) to master it. I move right to the impor¬ 

tant issues. When you understand the underlying principles, the 

physics, you need never again be intimidated by high tech. And 

if you ever need a detailed computation, you can always simply 

hire a physicist. 
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The Greenhouse Effect 

i 

i 

I 

Walk into a real glass-covered greenhouse and 

feel the stunning warmth and humidity. Enter 

an automobile parked in the sun and feel the 

oppressive, even dangerous heat. Now walk 

outdoors on a spring day and feel the pleasant 

temperature of the earth. In all three of these cases, the warmth is 

a result of the greenhouse effect — the 

same greenhouse effect that scien¬ 

tists now blame for the current global 

warming, the same greenhouse effect 

that will (unfortunately) be one of the 

biggest issues you will have to handle 

during your presidency. 

The greenhouse effect is real and 

indisputable. It happens whenever 

energy gets in more easily than it 

can get out. Think of the parked 

car. Sunlight streams in through the 

windows. Some is reflected back 

out, but most of it is converted into 

heat — heat of the seats, the steer¬ 

ing wheel, and the air inside. Hot 

air rises, so if you crack open the 

window a bit, it escapes and cool air 

flows in. A tiny opening can make a 

big difference. To cool a car quickly, 

open the sunroof. To cool a house, 

open an upper window. 

Similar physics warms the Earth. 

Sunlight heats the surface of the 

Earth and the air above it. There is 

no glass to keep the air in, but grav¬ 

ity serves the same purpose, so the 

heat can't get out by convection. 

There is only the vacuum of space 

outside, so the heat can't conduct 

away. In fact, the only way heat 

can get out is by IR — infrared heat 

radiation. The Earth emits IR, but 

air absorbs it before it can get to 

space; unlike sunlight, air is opaque 

(black) to IR. The absorption of IR 

from the Earth warms the air even 

more, and the increased air tem¬ 

perature in turn warms the surface. 

This is the blanket effect — called the 

greenhouse effect when caused by 

sunlight. Energy is reflected back, 

giving us more heat — as illustrat¬ 

ed in the figure at top. 

The Earth's atmosphere is 99% nitrogen and oxygen. Re¬ 

markably, neither of these two gases absorbs IR, so they don't 

contribute to the greenhouse effect. The absorption is all 

done by trace gases, primarily water vapor, carbon dioxide, 

methane, and ozone, as well as some others. These gases are 

known, collectively, as the greenhouse gases. To the extent that 

these gases are a natural part of the atmosphere, we have a 

natural greenhouse effect. In fact, if not for these gases, the sur¬ 

face of the Earth would have an average temperature of 12°F, 

20 degrees below freezing! Look again at the top figure. The 

surface of the Earth is receiving heat not only from the sun, but 

from IR emitted by the atmosphere. 

The greenhouse effect is one of the fundamental facts of 

atmospheric science. It is real; that fact is beyond dispute. 

Without it, the entire surface of the 

ocean would be frozen solid. Life 

— at least the kind that depends on 

liquid water and warmth — could 

not survive. We owe our existence 

to the greenhouse effect. 

So why are we worried about it? 

The answer is that some of the 

heat radiation leaks out through the 

atmosphere, because there is not 

enough water vapor, carbon dioxide, 

and other gases to absorb all of the IR. 

Think of die atmosphere as a leaky 

blanket. This more accurate picture is 

shown in the bottom figure. 

This figure shows two additional 

subtle but important effects. Not all 

of the sunlight reaches the surface; 

some is reflected by clouds. In ad¬ 

dition, not all of the IR emitted by 

the Earth is absorbed by the atmo¬ 

sphere; some leaks through directly 

to space. Increase the clouds, and 

it will get cooler. Plug the IR leaks, 

and the Earth will get warmer. 

We are currently doing just 

that, plugging the leak — not on 

purpose, but inadvertently. We 

are making the atmosphere into a 

better blanket — by pumping in 

carbon dioxide and other green¬ 

house gases. That's the reason we 

are worried about the greenhouse 

effect. Remember, the basic green¬ 

house effect is real, responsible for 

the comfortable warmth of a spring 

day and the possibility of life on 

Earth. If we make the greenhouse 

effect stronger, the surface tempera¬ 

ture of the Earth will rise. The IPCC 

estimates that the current rate of 

carbon dioxide injection will do a 

good job of plugging the leaking IR, 

and that will cause a rise in temperature somewhere between 

3°F and 10°F during your lifetime. 

CARBON DIOXIDE 

arbon dioxide is created whenever carbon is burned. 

As its name suggests, a molecule of carbon dioxide 

consists of one atom of carbon and two (that's the di-) 

of oxygen, giving it the chemical symbol CO2. Burn carbon, 

The physics of the greenhouse effect: Sunlight passes right 
through the atmosphere and warms the Earth, but the IR 
radiation emitted by the Earth is absorbed by air, and some is 
reflected back down. As a result, the blanket of air keeps the 
Earth's surface warmer than it would otherwise be. 

The physics of the greenhouse effect, with cloud reflection 
and atmospheric leakage included. 
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When we breathe in oxygen and combine it with food, we 

and you release both energy and CO2. We can separate the 

carbon dioxide back into its components, but only by putting 

back in the energy we took out. If we have used the energy — 

for example, to make electricity — we are stuck with the CO2. 

Carbon dioxide is a tiny constituent of the atmosphere — 

only 0.038% — but it is enormously important for life. This 

trace gas is the primary source of our sustenance. Virtually 

all of the carbon in plants, the source of our food, comes from 

this tiny amount in the air. Plants use energy from sunlight to 

combine CO2 with water to manufacture hydrocarbons such 

as sugar and starch, in a process called photosynthesis. These 

hydrocarbons are the building blocks of our food and fuel. 

Photosynthesis also releases oxygen into the atmosphere. 
When we breathe in oxygen and 

combine it with food, we get 

back the energy that the plants 

absorbed from sunlight. 

Scientists traditionally refer to 

0.038% as 380 parts per million, ab¬ 

breviated 380 ppm. The figure at 

the right shows how this level has 

changed over the past millennium. 

The amount of carbon dioxide was 

pretty constant from AD 800 un¬ 

til the late 1800s, at a level of 280 

ppm. In the last century it has shot 

up to 380 ppm — an increase of 

36%. If we continue to bum fossil 

fuels, we expect the carbon dioxide 

to keep rising. 

It's the recent rise that concerns 

people. Other measurements (not 

shown) tell us that the carbon diox¬ 

ide level now is higher it has been 

at any time in the last 20 million 

years. That fact is not disputed; it is 

astonishing but not surprising. The 

carbon dioxide comes from human 

activity, including the burning of 

fossil fuels and the destruction 

of enormous regions of forest, primarily in South America and 

Africa. The latter cannot continue long, even if not stopped by 

conservationists, because we will mn out of forests. In contrast, 

we will not mn out of fossil fuels — at least not coal — for centu¬ 

ries. If we do nothing to stop it, the increase in carbon dioxide is 

expected to continue. 

Until 2006, the United States was the biggest source of the 

carbon dioxide increase, contributing about 25% of the yearly 

additions. In 2006, China surpassed the United States, and its 

contribution continues to grow. China is building the equiva¬ 

lent of 50 to 70 new gigawatt (very large) coal-burning plants 

every year. Just one gigawatt coal plant burns a ton of coal 

every 10 seconds. Add in two oxygens from the atmosphere to 

make CO2, and that means 3 tons of carbon dioxide every 10 

seconds, for each plant. World total power production is about 

1000 gigawatts. 

This carbon dioxide is being dumped into the atmosphere, 

where it is plugging the leaky greenhouse blanket. On that ba¬ 

sis alone, we expect that the temperature should have risen 

slightly over the past century. To calculate just how big a rise 

it should have caused, we have to consider some other effects. 

The atmosphere is sufficiently complicated that the computa¬ 

tion is best done with a computer — a big computer. 

CALCULATING GREENHOUSE WARMING The computer programs used to estimate global warm¬ 

ing are very similar to the computer programs used to 

predict weather. They are very good, but they are lim¬ 

ited in their ability to get the details right. The real complica¬ 

tion comes from the complexity of the Earth and the intricacy 

of the flow of heat, air, and water. 

There are mountains and valleys, 

oceans and glaciers, snow and 

foliage. Energy is transferred not 

only by conduction and radiation, 

but also by transport — ocean 

currents and trade winds. Those 

can be modeled; more difficult 

is transport on the small scale: 

thunderstorms and hurricanes 

and dust storms. Worst of all is 

cloud cover. Clouds are highly 

variable, and they can cool or 

warm, depending on their thick¬ 

ness and altitude and the time of 

day. Heat is transferred not only 

vertically but horizontally, in 

ways we don't fully understand. 

Everything is made more com¬ 

plicated by the response of the 

Earth to warming. A little carbon 

dioxide added to the atmosphere 

plugs the infrared leak and 

should certainly warm the Earth, 

provided nothing else happens. 

But other things do happen. 

Heating the oceans causes more 

water vapor to evaporate. Water vapor is also a greenhouse 

gas, so the temperature goes up even more. That's an example 

of positive feedback; you get more warming than you might 

have expected. Estimates vary, but calculations indicate that 

current water vapor feedback should approximately double 

the warming effect of carbon dioxide. On the other hand, more 

water vapor might increase cloud cover, which reflects sun¬ 

light and reduces the heating. That's negative feedback. 

Why do I say increased water vapor might increase cloud cover? 

Amazingly, our poor understanding of cloud formation is 

responsible for the largest uncertainty in climate calculations. 

Clouds are complicated. They are patchy, they affect each other, 

their reflectance depends on their altitude and thickness, and 

they move. Sometimes they even lead to rain. All this is far too 

complicated for physicists to be able to calculate, even using 

the biggest and the best computers, so we resort to approxima¬ 

tions and empirical relations from past experience. As a result, 

we wind up with huge uncertainties. That's why we can't be 

Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere during the past 1,200 years. 
The sudden 36% rise in the recent past is due primarily to the 
burning of fossil fuels. 
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get back the energy that the plants absorbed from sunlight. 

100% certain that carbon dioxide increases the temperature. 

It is largely the uncertainty in the behavior of clouds that led 

the IPCC to conclude that there is a 10% chance that humans 

are not responsible for global warming. In this scenario, cloud 

cover is canceling the carbon dioxide effect, and the warming 

is due to an unknown natural effect, perhaps a continuation of 

our exit from the Little Ice Age. On the other hand, for most 

people, a 90% certainty that humans are responsible is high 

enough to demand action. 

ANOTHER DANGER: ACID OCEANS The increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide leads to an¬ 

other potential problem — one that worries some peo¬ 

ple more than global warming. About half of the carbon 

dioxide released into the atmosphere dissolves into the surface 

water of the oceans, and that makes the oceans slightly more 

acidic. We measure the strength of acids in units called pH, 

with lower pH meaning more acidic. The best estimate is that 

the pH of the oceans has already decreased by about 0.1 as a 

result of fossil fuel burning. If the carbon dioxide in the atmo¬ 

sphere doubles (and this is expected to happen by the middle 

of this century) the pH of the ocean surface waters will drop by 

about 0.23. By 2100, the total drop will be between 0.3 and 0.5, 

assuming that we burn fossil fuels at the expected (not treaty- 

regulated) pace. These numbers are far more certain than the 

predicted values for the temperature change. 

Is such a pH increase bad? In fact, there is quite a bit of 

variability in the pH of the oceans right now — about plus or 

minus 0.1 pH for different locations. The expected increase in 

the acidity of ocean water is not as severe as acid rain, which 

has a pH lowered by 2 full units. In fact, right now the oceans 

are actually a bit alkaline (the opposite of acid), so the net ef¬ 

fect will be to make the water slightly less alkaline and more 

neutral. But whether we call it acidification or neutralization, 

the specific concern is from the fact that dissolved carbon di¬ 

oxide interferes with the formation of external skeletons and 

shells in many organisms, from plankton and algae to corals. 

A pH change of 0.2 or greater is likely to trigger noticeable 

changes in ocean life, and most people think such changes are 

unlikely to be good. 

t In a broader sense, the worry is that we are indeed now signif¬ 

icantly changing the chemistry of the oceans. The pH of a liquid 

is very important in determining the rate of chemical reactions. 

We are experimenting with the oceans in a way that cannot be 

b undone in any conceivable way in the foreseeable future. 

f THE OZONE HOLE 
i I include a few paragraphs here on the ozone hole problem 

because it is often confused with the greenhouse effect. You 

need to know the difference. Both the ozone and green¬ 

house problems have to do with pollution in the atmosphere 

and with the absorption of radiation invisible to human eyes. 

Other than that, the two problems are quite different. In fact, 

in many ways the ozone story is happier. 

Sunlight consists of visible light, infrared heat radiation 

(IR), and ultraviolet light, or UV. Unlike IR, ultraviolet light 

I 

In 2000, when physics professor Richard Muller '64 first 

began teaching the now-legendary UC Berkeley course 

"Physics for Future Presidents," only 50 students were 

listening. "I was told that enrollment would probably 

drop to the mid-30s after two weeks," he says now. 

instead, like Lewis Carroll's Alice, his audience grew and 

grew and grew. These days, Muller's "Physics" fills the largest 

lecture hall at UC Berkeley (500 seats), and there's a waiting list. 

Besides that, his lectures (on YouTube) have made their way 

to listeners all over the world. According to the San Francisco 

Chronicle, Muller once asked his audience for feedback — and 

received responses from as far away as Tibet and Colombia, 

Slovakia and Bahrain. A businessman based in Mali even wrote 

in: "At the end of the month l will be in Timbuktu, and l assure 

you l will have your lecture playing on my MP3 player as I plod 

away from the city by camel." 

Even before all this, Muller was a nationally recognized scien¬ 

tist, with a MacArthur Fellowship and Berkeley's distinguished 

teaching award under his belt. With "Physics," he dreamed 

of a course that could convey crucial scientific knowledge to 

students who weren't physics majors — perhaps, he hoped, 

even some of the world's future leaders, in Muller's new book, 

based on his course, he looks at the science behind the serious 

threats a non-scientist President will have to face, from dirty 

bombs and nuclear proliferation to global warming. "We live in 

a high-tech world in which many policy issues in world affairs 

... have substantial scientific components," Muller points out. 

"The course grew out of my frustration that many of our lead¬ 

ers were making decisions in ignorance of the key science." 

What's Muller's advice for President-elect Barack Obama 

'83? "To reestablish the President's Science Advisory Com¬ 

mittee," he replies — a group that existed under Eisenhower, 

Kennedy and Nixon. The committee shouldn't be there to 

lobby for science, Muller contends, but to inform the President 

about the scientific underpinnings of the issues he's coping 

with — national security, energy or the environment, to name 

just a few. With this expert guidance and advice, Muller hopes, 

scientists could ensure that the President has access to "the 

science he needs to make the right decisions." 

Rose Kernochan '82 Barnard 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009 



PHYSICS FOR FUTURE PRESIDENTS COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

Ozone is a very strong absorber of UV radiation from the sun. 

plays no important role in the greenhouse effect, but it is the 

key player in the ozone problem. UV is also called black light 

and is used for Halloween displays because it is invisible to 

humans but can make some chemicals glow brightly. It is also 

the component of sunlight that does the most damage to your 

skin, causing sunburn and possibly cancer. UV light is so po¬ 

tent at killing bacteria that a black light is frequently used as a 

germicidal lamp for sterilization. 

UV is dangerous because the individual photons carry much 

greater energy than do those of visible or IR light. In your skin, 
these photons can break apart 

DNA and cause mutations. In 

the atmosphere, they break up 

O2 molecules into two individ¬ 

ual oxygen atoms. These atoms 

attach themselves to nonbro- 

ken O2 molecules to make O3, 
also known as ozone. Ozone is 

a very strong absorber of UV 

radiation from the sun. This 

is another example of positive 

feedback: the air absorbs a little 

UV, and that creates a chemi¬ 

cal (ozone) that absorbs even 

more. Most of the ozone is cre¬ 

ated between the altitudes of 

40,000 and 60,000 feet, a region 

known as the ozone layer. The 

net result is good for us. The 

UV is absorbed in the upper 

atmosphere, and we are spared 

most of these deadly rays. 

Without sunlight to create it, 

there is no ozone. That means 

the ozone layer is absent over 

the South Pole during its long 

sunless winter. When the sun 

finally rises (once every year), 

the ozone layer forms. For 

decades scientists have been 

studying this ozone cycle us¬ 

ing UV sensors in Antarctica. In the 1970s, they noticed that 

the amount of ozone formed was decreasing every year. This 

decrease became known as the ozone hole. The figure above 

shows a NASA plot of the growing ozone hole. 

Was this ozone decrease natural or caused by man? Would 

the hole spread to the entire globe or be restricted to Antarc¬ 

tica? Nobody knew, although some people thought the hole 

might be due to a pollutant introduced into the atmosphere 

by humans. In fact, that is what it turned out to be. A chemical 

called Freon was in widespread use at the time — in refrig¬ 

erators and air conditioners, and as a cleaning agent. Freon 

and its relatives contained the elements chlorine, fluorine, and 

carbon. For that reason they are called chlorofluorocarbons, or 

CFCs. CFCs are highly stable; they don't decompose readily, 

so when they are leaked into the atmosphere from defunct re¬ 

frigerators and air conditioners, they stay there a long time. 

CFCs are carried by winds and storms and eventually reach 

the ozone layer, where they are hit by ultraviolet light. The 

energetic UV photons break the CFCs into their constituents of 

chlorine, fluorine, and carbon atoms. It turns out that chlorine 

and fluorine are very effective at converting ozone back to or¬ 

dinary oxygen, O2. They are catalysts: they trigger the change 

but remain unchanged themselves, so they can keep acting 

over and over. Discarded refrigerators were, in effect, destroy¬ 
ing the ozone layer. 

The biggest effect happened to be over Antarctica. Nobody 

knew why, until atmospheric scientists realized that certain crys¬ 

tals of nitric acid formed there 

in the early spring, and on the 

surface of those crystals the 

chlorine and fluorine were far 

more effective at destroying the 

ozone. 

Nobody knew for sure 

whether the destruction of 

ozone would continue until it 

reached more populated areas, 

but the world was sufficiently 

worried that it outlawed the 

use of CFCs in a treaty called 

the Montreal Protocol. This 

agreement has been an out¬ 

standing international success. 

CFC production has dropped 

dramatically, and as a result, 

we expect the problem not to 

grow. The existing CFCs will 

remain in the atmosphere for 

a long time, but the situation 

has stabilized. However, the 

size of the remaining hole has 

been of continuing concern to 

citizens in Australia, since dis¬ 

tortions in the shape of the UV 

window sometimes extend 

to the southern parts of their 

continent. 

CFCs had also been used as 

a propellant for aerosol cans, for everything from shaving cream 

to insect repellent. It has been replaced for that purpose with 

other gases, including nitrous oxide. Some people still boycott 

aerosol products because they don't realize that the new ones 

are no longer dangerous to the ozone layer. 

Because atmospheric chemistry is so complex, we don't 

know for sure whether the ozone hole would ever have ex¬ 

tended beyond the Antarctic region. Some people say that the 

real lesson from the ozone experience is that we can affect the 

atmosphere with human pollution, and that the effects are 

sometimes larger than we calculate. The success of the Mon¬ 

treal Protocol shows that international treaties can, in princi¬ 

ple, be effective in stopping global pollution. 

Excerpted from Physics For Future Presidents: The Science Behind the Head¬ 

lines by Richard A. Muller. Copyright (c) 2008 by Richard A. Muller. With 

permission of the publisher, W.W. Norton & Company, Inc. 
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Bookshelf 
The Lost Spy: An American in 

Stalin's Secret Service by Andrew 

Meier and Isaiah Oggins '20. A New 

York intellectual who was killed 

in 1947 on Stalin's orders was one 

of the first Americans to spy for 

the Soviets, as this account reveals 

(W.W. Norton & Co., $24.95). 

Still Alive: A Temporary Condi¬ 

tion by Herbert Gold '46. Gold looks 

back on people and places he has 

encountered throughout his life, 

including his experiences as writer, 

traveler, father and, of course, Co¬ 

lumbia student (Arcade Publish¬ 

ing, $25). 

The Letters of Allen Ginsberg 

edited by Bill Morgan. Morgan has 

put together the best of Allen Gins¬ 

berg '48's letters to friends and fel¬ 

low writers. The collection includes 

notes to Jack Kerouac '44, Arthur 

Miller and Lionel Trilling '25 (Da 

Capo Press, $30). 

Opened: A Mourning Sequence by 

Alan Holder '53. A series of memorial 

verses composed after the sudden 

death of the poet's wife, Barbara 

Holder (Finishing Line Press, $12). 

Baseball Magic by Jay Martin '56. 

A collection of original short stories 

on baseball ($14.95, Pocol Press). 

America's Secular Challenge: The 

Rise of a New National Religion 

by Herbert London '60. The author 

explores the rise of radical secular 

humanism as a "religious" experi¬ 

ence and why he believes it will not 

serve America and the West in their 

battle against the threat of radical 

Islam (Brief Encounters, $18). 

Alma by Jerry Oster '64. The protag¬ 

onist in this tum-of-the-millennium 

novel sets out on a transcontinental 

journey and finds himself in the 

desert town of Alma, where he en¬ 

counters a host of quirky characters 

(BookSurge Publishing, $14.99). 

Robert Ludlum's The Bourne 

Sanction by Eric Van Lustbader '68. 

Hoping for normalcy, Jason Bourne 

returns to Georgetown as a profes¬ 

sor. However, he soon is involved in 

the murder investigation of a former 

student by a Muslim extremist sect 

(Grand Central Publishing, $25.99). 

Erotomania: A Romance by Fran¬ 

cis Levy '69. James and Monica are 

a couple with a wild intimate rela¬ 

tionship. The only problem is that 

the two are left in a temporary state 

of amnesia after each encounter. 

The main characters learn what it 

means to long, love and commit to 

a partner (Two Dollar Radio, $14). 

Mental Causation: The Mind- 

Body Problem by Anthony Dardis 

'77. Dardis delves into the mental 

causation problem — the question 

of how mental processes can affect 

the physical world (Columbia Uni¬ 

versity Press, $24.50). 

You Can't Be President The Outra¬ 

geous Barriers to Democracy in 

America by John MacArthur 78. Mac- 

Arthur laments the political corrup¬ 

tion and social divisions that plague 

democracy in the United States [see 

Bookshelf feature, November/De- 

cember] (Melville House, $15.95). 

A Companion to the Philosophy 

of Biology edited by Sahotra Sarkar 

'81 and Anya Plutynski. Sarkar and 

Plutynski have compiled a series of 

essays about the philosophical im¬ 

plications of traditional and emer¬ 

gent biological studies. Among the 

areas discussed are genetics, im¬ 

munology and evolutionary psy¬ 

chology (Wiley-Blackwell, $199.95). 

Indirect Rule in South Africa: 

Tradition, Modernity, and the 

Costuming of Political Power by 

J.C. Myers '89. Myers shows why 

indirect rule — the British colonial 

policy of employing indigenous 

tribal chiefs as political intermedi¬ 

aries — developed in South Africa, 

why it was absorbed by white 

supremacists and why it still influ¬ 

ences South African politics (Uni¬ 

versity of Rochester Press, $75). 

Modernism and the Architecture 

of Private Life by Victoria Rosner 

'90. The author examines the 

domestic sphere as a literary phe¬ 

nomenon, drawing on the work of 

Oscar Wilde, Virginia Woolf and 

many others in order to explore the 

ways in which modernist literature 

reflects and shapes private life (Co¬ 

lumbia University Press, $22.50). 

Madeline and the Cats of Rome 

by John Bemelmans Marciano '92. 

Marciano, the grandson of Madeline 

creator Ludwig Bemelmans, offers 

readers the first new volume in 

five decades to feature the classic 

children's heroine. In this adven¬ 

ture, Madeline travels across the 

city of Rome while helping out a 

few feline friends (Viking, $17.99). 

Anglophilia: Deference, Devotion, 

and Antebellum America by Elisa 

Tamarkin '92. This book charts the 

phenomenon of the love of Britain 

that emerged after the Revolution 

and remains in the character of U.S. 

society and class, the style of aca¬ 

demic life and the idea of American 

intellectualism (The University of 

Chicago Press, $35). 

Names on the Land: A Historical 

Account of Place-Naming in the 

United States by George R. Stewart 

'22 GSAS with an introduction 

by Matt Weiland '92. A classic 1945 

study by toponymist and writer 

Stewart, this book is full of historical 

and anecdotal detail on the origin 

of the names of states, cities, streets 

and natural sites of the country. 

Newly reprinted with an introduc¬ 

tion by Weiland [see next page] 

(New York Review Books, $19.95). 

Knight Night Baby by Jeffrey 

Kraskouskas '94. Kraskouskas 

tells the story of Golocedes, a fic¬ 

tional scientist, and his struggles 

to protect an orphaned baby (Pub- 

lishAmerica, $24.95). 

Serve the People: A Stir-Fried Jour¬ 

ney Through China by Jen Lin-Liu 

'99. The author gives a memorable 

and mouthwatering cook's tour of 

China as she progresses from cooking 

student to intern at a chic Shanghai 

restaurant. The characters she meets 

along the way present a slice of con¬ 

temporary China in the full swing of 

social and economic transformation 

[see Columbia Forum, November/ 

December] (Harcourt, $24). 

Alec Flint, Super Sleuth: The 

Nina, the Pinta, and the Vanish¬ 

ing Treasure by Jill Santopolo '03. 
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This Land Is Weiland 

It is appropriate that State by State: A Panoramic 
Portrait of America (Ecco, 2008) edited by Matt 
weiland '92 and Sean Wilsey, arrives at a time 

when our country is so divided into red states and 
blue states that we have lost our collective eye for 
the other colors — autumnal New England orange, 
Iowa maize or the azure of a Montana sunset — 
that make each state distinct from the other 49. 

The book, an anthology of essays, and the recent 
subject of an eponymously titled documentary, 
includes work by a broad cast of writers ranging 
from New Yorker staffers George Packer and Susan 
Orlean to literary legends Barry Hannah and William 
T. Vollman. There is even one essay by a bona fide 
rocker, Carrie Brownstein, guitarist from the semi¬ 
nal Portland, Ore., band Sleater-Kinney. 

State by State drew inspiration from the old 
WPA state guides from the mid-l930s — book- 
length, government-funded guides to each state 
written by a smattering of that era's preeminent 
writers. "The mantra of the WPA guides was to 
describe America to Americans," weiland explains 
over sashimi in a second floor hole-in-the-wall 
sushi shack in midtown Manhattan, just the type 
of poly-cultural landscape that might appear in a 
State By-State essay, inspired by the spirit of the 
WPA books, Weiland wanted to create an anthol¬ 
ogy that would explain "not what it means to be an 
American, but what it feels like." 

This is an important distinction, and a necessary 
one for a project of this scope. The essays do not 
profess comprehensive macro-level analyses; in¬ 
stead they are filled with choice close-ups into mostly unknown 
and idiosyncratic American worlds. They are unified less by 
technical similarities than by a shared sensitivity to the aesthet¬ 
ic possibilities offered by each state. Another commonality is 
the inherently contradictory nature of state pride, perhaps best 
exemplified in Anthony Bourdain's essay about New Jersey in 
which he attempts to understand the deeply complex nature of 
a population rallying for a state song (Bruce Springsteen's Bom 
to Run) whose subject is the desire to escape from said state. 

"We wanted to combat the argument of homogenization, that 
the country is becoming more and more alike, we let that argu¬ 
ment win by din of not making the counter-argument," Weiland 
explains. Each essay is its own counter-argument; what could be 
less similar, after all, than novelist Lydia Millet's Arizonan exurbia, 
a black hole for both culture and consumerism but also home to 
some of the world's most awe-inspiring sunsets, and, say, Daily 
Show correspondent John Hodgman's Massachusetts, where state- 
based-identity is a commodity in and of itself and the wonders of 
nature play second-fiddle to the unofficial state sport of baseball? 

Weiland started thinking about these distinctions in 
2003 while living in England, where he was the deputy 
editor of the internationally acclaimed literary maga¬ 
zine Granta. He felt frustrated trying to explain where 
he was from — Minneapolis — to people who only 
knew that Chicago was somewhere in the middle of 
the country, and that New York and California weren't. 
At the time, he and Wilsey were working on their first 
anthology together. The Thinking Fan's Guide to the 
World Cup. A must-read for the hard-core soccer 
junkie as well as the first-time watcher, Thinking Fans 
Guide has a similar format to State by State, only in¬ 
stead of each essay being about a state, each is about 
a different World Cup-qualifying country. The book 
was a huge success, and weiland and Wilsey's edi¬ 
tors were eager to re-up. "They wanted us to do The 
Thinking Fan's Guide to Democracy, but we wanted 

to do a new concept," he says. The publishers wanted 
something that related to the election, and Weiland, 
who was by this time back in the States as deputy edi¬ 
tor of the Paris Review, thought of his British friends, 
and their limited knowledge of U.S. geography and 
geographic sociology. 

Weiland is the consummate intellectual; he 
speaks rapidly and lucidly on a range of subjects 
— the current economic climate, the state of con¬ 
temporary memoir-writing, the complexities of 
the Premier League, the joys of fatherhood — be¬ 
tween bites of sashimi. He is a worldly, busy man, 
having recently become a father for the second 
time and taken on a new job as senior editor at 

Ecco Books, but seems unfazed by these challenges. He specu¬ 
lates that the seeds of these interests and abilities were sown 
at Columbia, where he studied with luminary professors such 
as Edward Said and Robert Belknap '57 SIPA, '59 GSAS. "I had 
excellent professors, of course," Weiland says. "Robert Belknap, 
who gave me an F on my first paper for Lit Hum — he was right, 
and I'm still grateful; Edward Said, whose Conrad seminar con¬ 
tinues to resonate; Wayne Proudfoot, Steven Marcus '48, '61 
GSAS, Johanna Drucker, Paul Anderer, Wm. Theodore de Bary '41 
and George Stade '58 GSAS, '65 GSAS, forever smoking in front 
of the giant NO SMOKING sign in the basement of Butler." 

Weiland came to Columbia from a large public high school in 
Minnesota, and explains that, though it was a tough adjustment to 
the big city, his feeling toward Columbia is one of deep gratitude: 
"For all that I felt out of place when I got there, I owe more than I 
can say, or repay, to Columbia. Most of all I'm grateful for the spirit 
of intelligent, engaged generalism that epitomizes a Columbia edu¬ 
cation. I hope my own work as writer and editor is true to it." 

Adam Wilson '09 Arts is a writer living in Brooklyn. 

By Adam Wilson '09 Arts 

Matt weiland '92 
PHOTO: COURTESY HARPERCOLLINS 

Fourth-grader Alec Flint is practic¬ 

ing to be a super sleuth. His first 

case is to uncover the truth behind 

the missing Christopher Columbus 

exhibit from the town museum 

(Scholastic, $15.99). 

Red State, Blue State, Rich State, 

Poor State: Why Americans Vote 

the Way They Do by Andrew 

Gelman, professor of biology, et al. 
Gelman explores the facts, myths 

and stereotypes that define mod¬ 

em American politics, focusing on 

popular misconceptions about the 

red state/blue state divide (Princ¬ 

eton University Press, $27.95). 

Hitler's Empire: How the Nazis 

Ruled Europe by Mark Mazower, pro¬ 

fessor of history. Relying on a broad 

variety of source material, Mazower 

describes the rise and fall of Hitler's 

Third Reich. He also provides a pic¬ 

ture of the world the Nazis would 

have created had they won WWII 

(The Penguin Press, $39.95). 

Networks of Power in Modem 

Greece: Essays in Honor of John 

Campbell edited by Mark Mazower, 
professor of history. This collection 

features new perspectives on Greek 

history and society, from national¬ 

ism and social development to the 

emergence of nation-states and the 

relevance of religion in modem life 

(Columbia University Press, $50). 

Irina Dimitrov, Grace Laidlaw 'll 

o 
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Entertainment Center 

Alumni Recordings and Films, 2008-09 
CCT presents this listing of recordings and films in which alumni artists were involved. 

The works below were released in 2008 or will be released in 2009. If we inadvertently 

omitted you or someone you know, or if you are releasing a work during 2009, please 

e-mail cct@columbia.edu, and we will include you in a future listing. 

RECORDINGS 

GREGG GELLER '69 
Producer: Roy Orbison, The Soul Of Rock And Roll, rock 
(Sony/Legacy Recordings) 

PAUL ROLNICK '74 

Producer/songwriter/instrumentalist: Karen Mason's Right Here/Right Now, jazz 
(Zevely Records) 

Producer/vocal and mix engineer: Uptown Express's Walk Like A Man, classic pop 
(B APA Recordings) 

HEIDI SEIGELL '90 

Singer/ songwriter/instrumentalist: Us Lonely People, blues/ folk/new-age 
(independently produced) 

CONNIE SHEU '03 
Guitarist: Waking or Sleeping, classical 
(independently produced) 

FILMS 

BRIAN DENNEHY '60 
Actor: Cat City, thriller 
(Out of Pocket Films) 
Actor: Righteous Kill, crime drama 
(Millennium Films) 

PJ PESCE '83 
Director/ actor: Lost Boys: The Tribe, comedy/horror 
(Warner Home Video) 

MATTHEW FOX '89 
Actor: Speed Racer, action/family 
(DVD, Warner Bros. Pictures) 

AMANDA PEET '94 
Actor: The X-Files: I Want to Believe, drama/mystery /sci-fi 
(Crying Box Productions) 
Actor: What Doesn't Kill You, drama 
(Battleplan Productions) 

MAGGIE GYLLENHAAL '99 
Actor: The Dark Knight, action/drama 
(Warner Bros. Pictures) 

RIDER STRONG '04 
Actor: Cabin Fever 2: Spring Fever, horror 
(Tonic Films) 
Actor: Penthouse, comedy/horror 
(Tunnel Post) 

Grace Laidlaw '11, Lisa Palladino 
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Obituaries 
_1 9 3 4_ 

Evald H. Gasstrom, businessman. 

White Plains, N.Y., on June 26,2008. 

Gasstrom earned a B.S. in 1936 

from the Engineering School. Dur¬ 

ing WWn, he served in the Navy. 

Gasstrom was president of Eagle Rule 

Manufacturing and later Gasstrom 

Technologies. He was a founder and 

president of the Westchester ARC as 

well as an original member of NYS- 

ARC, serving adults and children 

with developmental disabilities. 

Gasstrom was a longtime member 

of The Church in the Highlands as 

well as the Knights of Kaleva, Finnish 

American Chamber of Commerce 

and the Finlandia Foundation. He 

was predeceased by his wife of 56 

years, Valma Nylund; and son, John. 

Gasstrom is survived by his daugh¬ 

ter, Lisa; sister, Mildred; son-in-law, 

Michael Mascari; and one grandson. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to WARC, 121 Westmoreland 

Ave., White Plains, NY 10606. 

_1 9 3 6_ 

Oscar D. Ratnoff, hematologist, 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio, on May 

20,2008. The son of a prominent 

Brooklyn pediatrician, Ratnoff was 

bom in Manhattan. After receiving 

a medical degree from P&S in 1939, 

he taught at Harvard and Johns 

Hopkins. Ratnoff joined Case West¬ 

ern in 1952, was named a professor 

of medicine and remained active in 

research until 2001. In the late 1950s 

and early '60s, he isolated several 

Obituary Submission 
Guidelines 

Columbia College Today 
welcomes obituaries for 

College alumni. Please include 
the deceased's full name, date 
of death with year, class year, 
profession, and city and state 
of residence at time of death. 

Biographical information, 
survivors' names, address(es) 
for charitable donations and 

high-quality photos (print, 
or 300 dpi jpg) also may be 
included. Word limit is 200; 

text may be edited for length, 
clarity and style at editors' 

discretion. Send materials to 
Obituaries Editor, Columbia 

College Today, Columbia 
Alumni Center, 622 W. 113th St., 
MC 4530, New York, NY 10025 

or to cct@columbia.edu. 

of the blood proteins involved in 

coagulation, known as factors, and 

thereby helped unravel the biochem¬ 

ical sequence, called the waterfall 

sequence or waterfall cascade, that 

leads to effective clotting. Ratnoff 

worked with a biochemist, Earl W. 

Davie, and their results, along with 

related work by British scientist R.G. 

MacFarland, were a groundbreak¬ 

ing step in the treatment of wounds, 

stroke and hemophilia. In the 1970s, 

before the advent of genetic testing, 

Ratnoff helped devise a more accu¬ 

rate method for detecting carriers of 

hemophilia. With a colleague at Case 

Western, Dr. Theodore Zimmerman, 

Ratnoff adapted an existing tech¬ 

nique to use an antiserum derived 

from rabbits and combine it with a 

blood factor. Ratnoff is survived by 

his wife of 63 years, Marian; son, 

William; daughter, Martha Fleisher; 

and five grandchildren. 

19 3 8 

Morton Albert, retired builder. 

Plantation, Fla., on June 17,2008. 

Bom in New York City, Albert was a 

builder on Long Island for 55 years. 

After retirement, he worked at The 

Treasure Coast Wildlife Hospital in 

Palm City, Fla. Albert was a mem¬ 

ber of the Mariner Sands Country 

Club. He is survived by his wife, 

Dianne; daughters, Eleanor Terlecki 

and Dorothy Testa; stepdaughters, 

Tracy and Meredith Maxwell; step¬ 

son, Richard Maxwell; sister, Aimee 

Natter; and three grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to The Treasure Coast Wild¬ 

life Hospital, 8438 S.W. 48th Ave., 

Palm City, FL 34990. 

19 3 9 

Howard K. Komahrens, retired v.p.. 

South Bristol, Maine, on July 14,2008. 

Komahrens was bom in Weehauken, 

N.J., on November 23,1917. He 

worked for GE until enlisting in the 

Navy in 1942 as a destroyer officer. 

Komahrens received the North At¬ 

lantic, European and Mediterranean 

Campaign ribbons. On D-Day, he 

was serving on the USS Carmick, 
which was one of the first ships at 

Omaha Beach. After being discharged 

in 1946, Komahrens returned to GE, 

where he was eventually named v.p. 

and specialized in insurance and 

financial operations. He retired in 

1980. Komahrens enjoyed golf, and 

during his retirement served a term 

as treasurer at Wawenock Country 

Club and was on the South Bristol 

Planning Board. He was predeceased 

by a son, Howard II, and is survived 

by his wife. Marguerite; daughters, 

Holly Emmons, and her husband, 

Robert, and Heather Hendrix, and 

her husband, Philip; and three grand¬ 

children. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Cove's Edge 

Care Fund, c/o Cove's Edge Nursing 

Home, 26 Schooner St., Damariscotta, 

ME 04543. 

_1 9 4 2_ 

Howard E. Phillips, retired engineer, 

Melbourne, Fla., on June 12,2008. 

Phillips was bom in Larchmont, N.Y., 

on September 14,1920. He studied 

civil engineering at the College and 

served as a lieutenant in the Army Air 

Corps as a maintenance and repair 

officer during WWH. Phillips partici¬ 

pated in West Coast war efforts and 

in the preparation for the Doolittle 

Raid in the Pacific Campaign. He was 

then assigned to multiple European 

Missions. After military service, he 

returned to work with petroleum 

companies abroad, and worked in 

China and West Africa on engineer¬ 

ing projects. Phillips worked for 

40-plus years at Texaco on refineries, 

service station construction projects 

and environmental protection efforts 

throughout New England. He retired 

in the late 1990s and enjoyed fishing 

and travel. He was predeceased by 

his wife, Jean Heiberg Phillips, and is 

survived by his sons, Robert, David 

and Kenneth; daughter, Barbara 

Teague; and 11 grandchildren. 

19 4 3 

Louis R. Gallagher, attorney, 

Unionville, N.Y., on July 19,2008. 

Gallagher was bom on March 1, 

1920, in Brooklyn, N.Y. In 1942, he 

enlisted in the Navy as an ensign 

aboard ship in the Pacific Theater. 

He later attended Naval Flight 

School, but the war ended before 

his fly missions began. Gallagher 

returned to the College and com¬ 

pleted his degree in 1947. In 1951, 

he earned an M.A. in education. 

For 12 years, Gallagher taught sci¬ 

ence in New York City and Orange 

County Schools, and in 1954 re¬ 

ceived a degree from Brooklyn Law 

School. In 1958, he and his family 

moved to Minisink, N.Y., where he 

operated a dairy farm and practiced 

law for 53 years, until his death. 

For the past 20 years, Gallagher 

practiced environmental, municipal 

and real estate law with his daugh¬ 

ter, Carole, as the firm Gallagher 

& Gallagher. He was a member of 

the Orange County Bar Association 

and an avid and expert gardener. 

Gallagher is survived by his wife, 

Marie; daughter; son, William, and 

his wife, Karen; sister, Horence Buc- 

cini, and her husband, Ernest; and 

one grandchild. 

19 4 4 

Everett J. Roach, senior executive, 

Solana Beach, Calif., on August 18, 

2008. Bom on October 6,1922, in 

Stoughton, Mass., Roach played 

football under Lou Little, competed 

on the wrestling team, was president 

of his senior class, and earned a B.A. 

and B.S. (1947, Engineering School). 

Roach wrestled in the Olympic 

Trials and for the New York Athletic 

Club. He attended the Navy's Of¬ 

ficer Candidate School and served in 

Japan and the Pacific during WWH. 

Roach worked many years and in 

several cities for Western Electric 

Corp. as a senior executive. He was 

an avid and competitive sportsman 

and sailed competitively with the 

Dolphin Cove Yacht Club of Stam¬ 

ford, Conn. He won the Queen of 

Denmark Race. Roach is survived 

by his wife of 64 years, Evelyn; 

daughters, Marian Benassi and Anne 

Hunter, and her husband, Stephen¬ 

son, Everett, and his wife, Jennifer; 

brother, Stewart; and sister, Antrinett; 

as well as grandchildren, nieces and 

nephews. He was predeceased by a 

daughter, Patricia. Memorial contri¬ 

butions may be made to Alzheimer's 

Association, 22512 Gateway Center 

Dr., Clarksburg, MD 20871, and to 

Columbia University, Alumni Rela¬ 

tions, Columbia Alumni Center, 622 

W. 113th St., New York, NY 10025. 

_1 9 4 5_ 

Donald K. Corwin, optometrist, 

Jacksonville, Fla., on March 26, 

2007. Corwin entered with the 

Class of 1945 but earned a de¬ 

gree in 1950 from the Optometry 

School. A Navy veteran of WWII, 

he was born in Southampton, 

N.Y., where he was a member and 

former deacon of the First Presby¬ 

terian Church and Sunday School 

superintendent. Corwin was presi¬ 

dent of the Rotary and received 

the Paul Harris Fellowship Award. 

He was a past master of the Ma¬ 

sonic Lodge and president of the 

Rodgers Memorial Library and the 

Suffolk County Library Association 

in Southhampton. Corwin also was 

co-developer and past chairman 

of Carimar Beach Club, Anguilla, 

West Indies, and past chairman of 

the Victoria House in Grand Cay¬ 

man. He is survived by his wife. 

Dot; sons, James and Raymond; 

daughter, Susan Mitchell; and a 

grandchild. Memorial contribu¬ 

tions may be made to Rodgers 

Memorial Library, 91 Coppers 
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Farm Rd., Southampton, NY 11968 

or First Presbyterian Church, 2 S. 

Main St., Southampton, NY 11968. 

19 4 6 

Nicholas J. Stathis, attorney, Jersey 

City, N.J., on September 5,2008. 

Stathis earned a degree from the 

Law School in 1948 and was a part¬ 

ner at Botein Hays. He then joined 

White & Case, where he started the 

intellectual property division. A 

founder of tine New York Chapter 

of the Federalist Society, Stathis 

was chairman of the lawyers divi¬ 

sion. He had a deep interest in the 

arts and was a participant and sup¬ 

porter. Stathis started an art school 

in the early 1950s, and two of his 

oil paintings hang in the private 

quarters of the White House. He 

produced plays including Greek 

classics. Stathis also was a music 

lover and would see as many as 60 

operas in a year, typically dressed 

in black tie. Stathis sponsored 

young singers and was a longtime 

member of the Metropolitan Opera 

Club. At his funeral, some of op¬ 

era's greats attended in tribute to 

him. "Nick was truly a Renaissance 

man," said his friend, Bernard 

Sunshine '46. Stathis is survived 

by, among others, a niece, Sylvia S. 

Clanton, and great-nephew. 

19 4 7 

Leonard S. Danzig, physician. Little 

Silver, N.J., on August 20,2008. Dan¬ 

zig was bom on December 30,1925, 

in Newark. He served in the Army 

in Europe during WWII. Danzig 

attended the University at Buffalo 

School of Medicine and had a fel¬ 

lowship in pulmonary physiology 

at Penn's School of Medicine and a 

medical residency at Brigham and 

Women's Hospital in Boston. He 

encouraged lowfat diets and regular 

exercise, promoting this practice by 

riding his bicycle to and from his 

office. Danzig introduced skim milk 

in the public school and was an early 

anti-smoking advocate. He was a 

fellow of the American College of 

Cardiology and the American Col¬ 

lege of Physicians after obtaining 

board certification in internal medi¬ 

cine and cardiology. Danzig was 

president of the New Jersey Society 

of Internal Medicine and was active 

in the American Heart Association. 

He also was active in the Red Bank 

Rotary Qub and was on the Little 

Silver Board of Education. Danzig is 

survived by his wife, Elaine Snyder 

Danzig; sons, Allen, and his wife, 

Lynn, Andrew '82, and his wife, 

Nancy '87, and Robert, and his wife, 

Lorraine; daughter, Anne Schneider, 

and her husband, Reed; sister, Char¬ 

lotte Brauer; and six grandchildren. 

19 4 8 

Robert A. Klath, retired v.p. of cor¬ 

porate planning, Duxbury, Mass., on 

Robert A. Klath '48 

September 16,2008. Bom on Janu¬ 

ary 12,1924, in NYC, Klath earned 

an M.S. in 1949 from the Business 

School, where he was a member of 

the Honorary Society Beta Gamma 

Sigma. Prior to finishing his educa¬ 

tion, Klath served in the U.S. Army 

Air Force (1943-46) as a first lieuten¬ 

ant, pilot. His service included the 

China, Burma, and India Theater of 

War, and 153 combat missions. He 

was awarded the Air Medal with 

two Oak Leaf clusters. Klath was 

assistant to the president, corporate 

controller and v.p. of corporate plan¬ 

ning with General Foods, where he 

worked from 1949-87. He served on 

a number of hospital and medical- 

related boards and committees and 

various condominium and coopera¬ 

tive residence boards. Klath retired 

in 1987. He has been a friend and 

owner of collies for more than 47 

years and more recently a Shetland 

sheep dog. Klath is survived by his 

wife, Patricia A.T. (Smart) Klath; 

children, Barbara, David, Abigail, 

Gregory Dadarria, Christopher 

Dadarria and Patrick Dadarria; and 

four grandchildren. Memorial con¬ 

tributions may be made to the U.S. 

Committee for UNICEF, 333 E. 38th 

St., New York, NY 10016. 

19 4 9 

Norman R. Lucia '49 

Norman R. Lucia, retired deputy 

director of admissions, Colorado 

Springs, Colo., on July 13,2008. 

Luda was bom in Ridgewood, N.Y., 

and studied at Teachers College. 

As a lieutenant colonel, he served 

in the Navy in WWII and with the 

Air Force for more than 20 years. 

He retired after serving as deputy 

director of admissions at the USAF 

Academy. Luda was a member of 

the Rocky Mountain Consistory, 

Tejon Lodge and the A1 Kaly Shrine. 

He is survived by his wife, Jane Lee; 

son, M. Scott, and his wife, Ann; 

daughter, Michelle Luda Hadley; 

four grandchildren; two great¬ 

grandchildren; three nieces; and a 

nephew. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Shriners Hos¬ 

pital for Children, 1275 Fairfax Rd., 

Salt Lake City, UT 84103. 

19 5 0 

Arthur P. Roberts Jr., retired anes¬ 

thesiologist, Seattle, on July 6,2008. 

After being honorably discharged 

from military service in 1946, Roberts 

graduated from the College and then 

received his M.D. in 1955 from New 

York Medical College. From 1969-70, 

he was a research sdentist studying 

aerospace medicine with NASA, and 

from 1970-71 was senior sdentist 

with Lovelace Foundation, where 

he evaluated air transport pilots. 

Roberts was a staff anesthesiologist 

from 1971-93 and practiced medi¬ 

cine in New York, Massachusetts, 

New Mexico, Ohio and Washington. 

He received his light aircraft pilot 

license in 1968 and was a weekend 

sailor. Roberts is survived by his son, 

Arthur George; daughter, Emma 

Wilson, and her husband, Gary; and 

two grandchildren. Memorial contri¬ 

butions may be made to St. Vincent 

de Paul (www.svdpusa.org). 

19 5 1 

Russell E. James, physidan, Wilkes- 

Barre, Pa., on August 7,2008. James 

was bom in Kingston, N.Y., on 

July 19,1929. He earned his M.D. 

at Penn's School of Medicine and 

served in the Navy. He retired as a 

lieutenant commander. James was a 

practicing physidan for more than 

30 years and a staff physidan at 

Wilkes-Barre General Hospital for 

more than 20 years, residing in Kings¬ 

ton for the majority of his life. He was 

a member of the Luzerne County 

Medical Sodety and the American 

Medical Assodation. James was pre¬ 

deceased by his wife, Phyllis, and is 

survived by his sons, Russell II, and 

his wife, Ann, and Mark; brother, 

Elmer; sister-in-law, Bernice Welliver; 

and four grandchildren. 

19 5 2 

Peter E. Bany, physidan, Cumber¬ 

land Foreside, Maine, on July 5,2008. 

Barry was bom on December 7, 

1930, in Frankfurt and immigrated 

to the United States in 1937. He was 

a 1956 graduate of P&S. Barry fol¬ 

lowed the New York Yankees dosely 

and enjoyed opera music, reading 

and Highland Lake. He is survived 

by his wife, Pamelia; son, Elliot, and 

his wife, Bonnie; daughter, Nicole 

Dom, and her husband, Kevin; sister, 

Rosemarie Fischer, and her husband, 

Anthony; and two granddaughters. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to the Brigham and Women's 

Hospital Arthritis Center, c/o Devel¬ 

opment Office, 116 Huntington Ave., 

5th FI., Boston, MA 02116. 

John A. Blessing Jr., v.p., Ponte 

Vedra Beach, Ha., on July 22,2008. 

At the College, Blessing played 

varsity football and was named 

the most valuable member of the 

varsity heavyweight crew. He was 

employed for 32 years by the Com- 

merdal Credit Co. of Baltimore, 

ultimately becoming senior group 

v.p. Blessing was president of the 

American Heet Leasing Assodation 

and a member of the American Le¬ 

gion Post 233, Palm Valley, Ha., serv¬ 

ing two terms as commander. From 

September 1953-Odober 1955, dur¬ 

ing the Korean War, Blessing served 

in the Army as a sergeant. He was 

predeceased by his wife, Eleanor, 

and brother, Robert; and is survived 

by his sons, John III and David; 

brother, Charles; sister, Betty Sha- 

pren; seven grandchildren; and two 

great-grandchildren. Memorial con¬ 

tributions may be made to American 

Legion Post 233, Palm Valley, Ha., or 

the American Cancer Sodety. 

Leo L. Ward, businessman, Potts- 

ville. Pa., on May 19,2008. Bom in 

Mechanicsville, Ward graduated 

from Pottsville H.S., where he ex¬ 

celled at football. At the College, 

Ward studied economics, continued 

his football career under coach Lou 

Little and was a member of Sigma 

Nu. Ward worked for many years 

with National Cash Register and 

later for Aetna Life & Casualty after 

receiving an M.B.A. from the Uni¬ 

versity of Bridgeport. In the early 

1970s, he established a private con¬ 

sulting business. Ward Assodates, 

spedalizing in management training 

seminars for insurance companies, 

and he returned to Pottsville later 

that decade. He became active with 

the Flistorical Sodety of Schuylkill 

County and later was its president 

until his death. Ward was active in 

the restoration of the Henry Clay 

Monument and the Civil War Sol¬ 

diers Monument, both in Pottsville, 

and authored a column in the late 

1980s and early 1990s, "Historical 

Musings" for Pottsville's newspa¬ 

per, The Republican & Herald. He is 

survived by his wife, Jean Ann; sons, 

David and Stephen; two grandchil¬ 

dren; brother. Dale; sister. Faith Ann 

Curran; and former wife, Mary Jane 

Krebs Ward. Memorial contributions 

may be made to Historical Sodety of 

Schuylkill County, 305 N. Centre St., 

Pottsville, PA 17901. 

_1 9 5 4_ 

Bernard L. Varney, retired IRS agent, 

Memphis, on May 14,2008. Varney 

was bom in Grenoble, France, of 

an American father and a French 
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mother. In 1939, he and his mother 

escaped the invasion of France by 

the Germans on the last ship that 

left the harbor of Bordeaux. Varney 

was a Marine Corps veteran. After 

being an insurance agent for many 

years, he worked for and retired 

from the IRS. Varney was an active 

member of Holy Rosary Catholic 

Church. With his wife as his partner, 

he also was an avid bridge player, 

and the couple reached the rank of 

silver master. Varney was fluent in 

four other languages, which eased 

his visits to six continents, 50 coun¬ 

tries and 49 of the 50 states. Varney 

is survived by his wife of 38 years, 

Virginia Deedee Varney; children, 

Elizabeth Rustman, Susan Delosua 

and her husband, Jim, Lynnell 

Calkins and her husband, Ken, Lau¬ 

ren Adams, Jim Flynn and his wife, 

Anna, Jef Flynn, Laina Haff and her 

husband, Richard, and John Flynn 

and his wife, Pam; 19 grandchildren; 

and 10 great-grandchildren. Memo¬ 

rial contributions may be made to 

the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation of 

Memphis and/or St. Jude Children's 

Research Hospital. 

19 5 8 

Ralph D. Feigin, pediatrician, Hous¬ 

ton, on August 14,2008. Feigin was 

bom in New York City on April 3, 

1938. He earned his M.D. from Bos¬ 

ton University School of Medicine, 

completed a pediatric internship at 

the Boston City Hospital and was a 

resident at the Boston City Hospital 

and at Massachusetts General Hos¬ 

pital. Feigin completed a research 

assignment with the U.S. Army 

Research Institute of Infectious Dis¬ 

eases and was chief resident of the 

Children's Service at Massachusetts 

General. Feigin joined the faculty of 

the Washington University School of 

Medicine in 1968 and served there 

until 1977. He then was appointed 

the J.S. Abercrombie Professor of 

Pediatrics and chair of the Depart¬ 

ment of Pediatrics at the Baylor 

College of Medicine and physician- 

in-chief of Texas Children's Hospital 

(also serving Baylor as its president 

from 1996-2003) and remained at 

these institutions until his death. He 

is survived by his wife, Judith Zobel 

Feigin; children, Susan Feigin Harris, 

and her husband, Jon; Michael, and 

his wife Barbara, and Debra Feigin 

Sukin, and her husband Steven; 

and six grandchildren. For more on 

Feigin's life and work, or to make a 

memorial contribution to the Ralph 

D. Feigin Memorial Fund, visit 

www.rememberingdrfeigin.org. 

19 6 0 

Serge F. Angiel, retired educator, 

ski patroller, Springfield, N.J., on 

August 27,2008. Bom in Paris, 

Angiel came to the United States 

in 1940. He earned B.A., M.A. and 

Ed.D. degrees from Columbia and 

OTHER DEATHS REPORTED 

Columbia College Today also has learned of the deaths of the following 

alumni. Complete obituaries will be published in an upcoming issue, 

pending receipt of information and space considerations. 

1931 Emanuel Rackman, rabbi. New York City, on December 1, 

2008. Rackman earned a degree in 1933 from the Law School 

and a Ph.D. in political science in 1953 from GSAS. 

1932 Gene F. Kuster, retired attorney, Slingerlands, N.Y., on Septem¬ 

ber 20,2008. 

1935 Walter F. Harrison Jr., retired surgeon, Sarasota, Fla., on Octo¬ 

ber 16,2008. 

1939 Robert W. Archer Sr., former co-president of family firm, 

Staten Island, N.Y., on September 25,2008. 

1941 Harold E. "Ted" Humphrey, retired editor, Sidney, Maine, on 

October 27,2008. Humphrey earned an M.A. and a Ph.D. in 

English and comparative literature, in 1947 and 1958, respec¬ 

tively, from GSAS. 

1942 Gino F. Zanolli, industrial physician, Oak Ridge, Tenn., on 

September 22,2008. Zanolli earned a B.S. and a Ph.D. in 

chemical engineering in 1942 and 1943, respectively, from the 

Engineering School. 

1947 Theodore S. Smith, retired anesthesiologist, Grantham, N.H., 

on October 29,2008. 

1948 Ludwig P. "Lud" Duroska, Bowie, Md., on October 3,2008. 

1949 Peter E. Smedley, Islip, N.Y., on November 5,2008. Smedley 

earned an M.A. in political science in 1951 from GSAS. 

1950 Vincent X. Smith Sr., marketing expert, Oklahoma City, 

Okla., on October 15,2008. 

1958 Karl Bauei; regional manager, Jensen Beach, Fla., on April 30,2008. 

Paul L. Montgomery, newspaper reporter, Dallas, on October 16, 

2008. 

1961 Franklin A. Jones (aka Adi Da Samraj), religious writer, guru, 

and self-proclaimed divine avatar, Middletown, Calif., on 

November 27,2008. 

1965 John R. Bashaar Sr., retired lawyer and hearing examiner, 

Towson, Md., on October 5,2008. Bashaar earned a degree in 

1967 from the Business School. 

1968 Lewis Cole, film professor. New York City, on October 10,2008. 

William A. Ward, teacher, Ghent, N.Y., on October 5,2008. 

1980 Francis P. Aspessi, retired attorney and English teacher, 

Bangkok, on August 16,2008. 

1981 Robert F. Conroy, retired equity sales and trading executive, 

Needham, Mass., on October 27,2008. 

was principal of Columbia H.S., 

Maplewood, N.J. from 1973-80. 

From 1980-93, Angiel was superin¬ 

tendent in the Emerson, N.J., school 

district. He was a volunteer ski 

patroller and former director of the 

Southern New York Region of the 

Eastern Division of the National Ski 

Patrol. Angiel traveled frequently 

throughout his life and spent many 

summers in France and Greece. He 

is survived by his wife, Christine; 

daughter, Nicole '93; brother, Pierre; 

and a granddaughter. Memorial 

contributions may be made to the 

Memorial/Scholarship Fund, Na¬ 

tional Ski Patrol, Eastern Division, 

c/o David Nelson, 2 Terrace Rd., 

Boonton, NJ 07005. 

_1 9 6 2_ 

Thomas C. Shapiro St, geologist, 

computer engineer and photogra¬ 

pher, Dickerson, Md., on July 21, 

2008. Shapiro was bom in New York 

City on May 10,1939. He is survived 

by his wife. Dawn; son, Thomas; 

daughter, Janice Bauroth, and her 

husband, Craig; sister, Harriet; broth¬ 

er, James; and five grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to the ALS Association, 7507 

Standish PL, Rockville, MD 20855. 

_1 9 6 9_ 

Robert S. Norman, copyeditor and 

musician, Lawrence, N.J., on May 4, 

2008. Bom in New London, Conn., 

Norman was a New Jersey resident 

since 1994, after living in NYC for 30 

years. He graduated from the Col¬ 

lege with a degree in English litera¬ 

ture and was a copy editor for Busi¬ 
ness Week for 20 years, but his pas¬ 

sion was music; he was a songwriter 

and folksinger for more than 30 

years. From 1970-77, Norman was 

editor-in-chief of Sing Out! magazine 

and was on its board until 1990. His 

CD titles include Romantic Nights 
on the Upper Westside; To the Core; 
Love, Lust and Lilacs; and Time Takin' 
Man. Norman's music fused varied 

influences of blues, country, contem¬ 

porary folk and classical guitar, and 

he wrote about topics ranging from 

the streets of New York to local life 

in Lawrence. He is survived by his 

wife, Clara Haignere; son, Samuel 

Norman-Haignere; a nephew; and 

two nieces. He was predeceased by a 

brother, Jon. Memorial contributions 

may be made to Sing Out! magazine, 

PO Box 5460, Bethlehem, PA 18015 

or to Westminster Conservatory 

Young Artist's Program, "In memory 

of Bob Norman," Westminster Con¬ 

servatory, Attn.: Sandra Franc, 101 

Walnut Ln., Princeton, NJ 08540. 

James R. Quattrocchi, certified finan¬ 

cial planner. North Kingstown, R.I., 

on July 15,2008. Bom in Providence, 

Quattrocchi earned a degree in 1970 

from the Business School before be¬ 

coming a certified financial planner. 

He was president of Centre Court 

Tennis Club in East Providence, 

where he hosted many charitable 

events. Quattrocchi is survived by his 

wife, Rebecca; and brother, John HI. 

_1 9 7 3_ 

Robert A. Musicant, attorney, Wil¬ 

ton, Conn., on August 3,2008. After 

earning a Ph.D. from the University 

of Oklahoma in biological psychol¬ 

ogy, Musicant decided to become 

a lawyer and earned a J.D. from 

UCLA. He then worked in a variety 

of legal fields, ultimately devoting 

his career to the representation of 

poor and underprivileged indi¬ 

viduals seeking to obtain or protect 

Social Security disability benefits 

via his private practice. After con¬ 

tracting an autoimmune disorder, 

Musicant devoted substantial time 

and resources to investigating treat¬ 

ments of these conditions and in 

that capacity served on the execu¬ 

tive board of the Lupus Foundation 

of America, Connecticut Chapter. 

Musicant played chess competitive¬ 

ly for many years, and in 1990 along 

with his friend, Chris Potts, he orga¬ 

nized a chess club for children at the 

Norwalk Public Library. Musicant 

was chess tournament director and 

a founder of the Norwalk Knights 

Chess Club. He was a frequent 

contributor to the letters to the edi¬ 

tor pages of several newspapers, 

including The New York Times. Musi¬ 

cant is survived by his wife, Aurora 

Campanella Musicant; and sister, 

Judith. Memorial contributions may 

be made to the APS Foundation of 

America (www.APSFA.org). 

Lisa Palladino, Gordon 
Chenoweth Sauer III ’ll Arts 

o 
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Arnold Beichman '34, '67 GSAS, '73 

GSAS is "in my 96th year and still 

columning for The Washington Times 
(since 1982); research fellow, Hoover 

Institution, Stanford University ... 

I'll be in residence in Manhattan 

from November 15 ... With all my 

optimism about the human race in 

general and America in particular, 

I never, never, never thought I'd 

live to see an African-American 

president. To amend Churchill's 

apothegm, America is an awful 

country except for all the others. 

What7 s going to happen to the anti- 

American voices so prevalent in 

Europe? Can we expect an African- 

Frenchman successor to Sarkozy? 

Tocqueville, thou shouldstbe alive 

at this hour!" 

Seymour Jacobson '39 writes: 

"After medical school, army service 

and 10 years of practice in a surgical 

subspedalty, I trained in and prac¬ 

ticed psychiatry and psychoanalysis 

until my retirement 10 years ago. 

Since then, I have kept involved in 

life's ongoing opportunities, includ¬ 

ing becoming a great-grandfather. 

"Although 70 years have amaz¬ 

ingly gone by since graduation, I 

can still bring to mind many class¬ 

mates and teachers. Some have 

passed on, but I send greetings to 

those who are still with us!" 

Seth Neugroschl 

1349 Lexington Ave. 

New York, NY 10028 

sn23@columbia.edu 

No notes. Please write! 

Robert Zucker 

29 The Birches 

Roslyn, NY 11576 

rzucker@optonline.net 

Ray Robinson and I had the 

pleasure of spending a day with 

our former poli sci instructor, Ken 

Hechler. Ken, now 94, has been 

a professor; Truman and Steven¬ 

son speechwriter; Army colonel; 

author of many books, including 

The Bridge at Remagen; 18-year 

congressman; and 16-year West 

Virginia Secretary of State. He also 

has been a TV and radio commen¬ 

tator and still lectures through¬ 

out the country and teaches at 

Marshall. We picked him up at his 

hotel to take him to Roslyn, N.Y., 

where he presented a Marshall/ 

PBS documentary on his life. 

Dave Kagon came in from 

Malibu and joined the '41 lunch¬ 

time irregulars on September 25 

at Joe Coffee's apartment. Dave 

looks great. Call Len Shayne, 

212-737-7245, if you would like to 

brown-bag with us. 

Several of us joined Art Wein- 

stock at the Society of Columbia 

Graduates dinner in Low Rotunda. 

Class members included Bob Dett- 

mer; Ray Robinson and his wife, 

Phyllis; Art Friedman and his wife, 

Cynthia; and Frances Katz and 

me. Good food and good speakers. 

The Great Teacher Award was 

presented. It has been given to two 

of our classmates: In 1970, Ted de 

Bary was honored, and in 1982 the 

award went to Herb Kellogg. 

Professor Dwight Miner '26, '40 

GSAS' daughter died in October. 

Miner was a fantastic CC teacher 

and was the only double recipient 

of the Great Teacher Award. 

Share your life with us by send¬ 

ing me e-mail or a note c/o CCT 
(note CCT's new address): Colum¬ 
bia College Today, Columbia Alumni 

Center, 622 W. 113th St., MC 4530, 

New York, NY 10025. 

Melvin Hershkowitz 

3 Regency Plaza, Apt 1001-E 

Providence, RI02903 

DRMEL23@cox.net 

Your correspondent attended our 

Homecoming game versus Prince¬ 

ton on October 4.1 was happy to see 

Bill Carey, Ed Kalaidjian, Gerry 

Klingon and Manny Lichtenstein 

under the tent before the game [see 

photo], where I also had an interest¬ 

ing pre-game conversation with 

Professor Ted de Bary '41, who gave 

me his insights on the past and pre¬ 

dictions for the future at the College. 

I was sorry to miss Regina Albohn, 

widow of our recently deceased 

classmate, Arthur Albohn, who was 

present with her son, Dan '81, at the 

pre-game gathering. Bill was in good 

spirits, despite his handicaps, which 

prevent him from his improvisations 

at the piano. He was accompanied 

by his son. Max '69, one of our most 

exciting kickoff and punt returners 

in years past. Ed looked younger 

than ever and was with his attrac¬ 

tive, longtime friend, Lily Rauch, 

who told me she much preferred the 

company of Columbia octogenarians 

to "the younger generation." Right 

on, Lily! Gerry looked good, and 

was with his son, Robert, an attorney 

and Amherst alumnus, but an hon¬ 

orary Columbian. Gerry continues 

his generous financial support of the 

College and the football program, 

with season tickets, frequent visits 

to practices and contacts with our 

coaches. Manny, our warm and 

genuine friend, lives in Princeton 

and is following the gyrations in the 

silver and copper world markets in 

relation to his work. 

Tom Vindguerra '85, '86J, '90 

GSAS, former CCT staff member 

and another honorary member of 

our Class of 1942, also was present. 

Tom was a good friend of our 

distinguished deceased dassmates 

Dr. Herbert Mark and Gerald 

Green, and has kept in touch with 

me through the passing years. Ray 

Robinson '41 and Arthur Weinstock 

'41, longtime friends, also joined us 

for our pre-game reunions. 

I was very pleased to see and 

chat with our excellent CCT 

Managing Editor Lisa Palladino 

and with Ken Catandella, our 

executive director of alumni affairs. 

Our skilled photographer. Char 

Smullyan, took some pictures of 

our 1940s group. Before the game, 

I had a brief visit with Susan 

Birnbaum, our energetic executive 

diredor of the College Fund. Susan 

told me that the Alumni Office 

soon was to be leaving its current 

headquarters to move to a new 

location near campus. [Editor's 

note: See "Around the Quads" for 

the new info.] 

Your correspondent sat with 

his grandson, Ben Hathaway '09, 

at the game, and after halftime, 

we found ourselves in section 

E, directly behind President Lee 

C. Bollinger and Trustees Chair 

Bill Campbell '62. Bollinger was 

in shirtsleeves, despite the brisk 

weather. He and Campbell were 

cheering hard for the Lions, who 

almost won the game before falling 

to Princeton 27-24. The Princeton 

QB, Brian Anderson, an excellent 

left-handed passer, threw two long 

TD passes over the head of our 

defensive safety, with the ball fall¬ 

ing right into the hands of his fast 

wide receivers near the goal line. 

Our Columbia QB, Shane Kelly 

'10, can run as well as pass, and 

should lead us to more success in 

the future. Compliments to coach 

Norries Wilson for his inspiring 

leadership of our team. After the 

game, Jeff Oke '07, my grandson's 

Carman Hall roommate, now 

working for Goldman Sachs, intro¬ 

duced us to Marcellus Wiley '97, 

former All-Pro defensive end for 

the San Diego Chargers. Marcel¬ 

lus looked well and expressed his 

loyalty to our football program. 

On the night before the game, 

your correspondent and wife Leslie 

had a reunion dinner with Marlene 

Green '45 Barnard and Avra Mark 

'45 Barnard, at Mark's home in 

Tuckahoe, N.Y. Marlene, widow of 

Gerald Green, came down from 

New Canaan, Conn., to join us. 

Avra, widow of Dr. Herbert Mark, 

was a gracious hostess. She recently 

attended the investiture ceremony 

of Barnard President Deborah Spar, 

where she saw Doris Coster '42 

Barnard, widow of Doug Coster. 

After Columbia, Doug served as a 

Foreign Service officer in the State 

Department before his untimely 

death many years ago. Gerald and 

Herb, your correspondent? s lifelong 

friends, were two of the most dis¬ 

tinguished members of our Great 

Class of 1942. Their accomplish¬ 

ments at, for and after Columbia 

will never be forgotten. 

Bob Kaufman, one of our most 

devoted Lions, missed Homecom¬ 

ing because of a prior commitment 

to be in New Haven, Conn., at his 

Yale Law School reunion. He sent 

us a nice picture of his visit to a 

Columbia Crew Reunion on June 

2, showing the famous Blackwell 

Cup. Columbia won the Cup in 

2008, as it did in 1941 when Bob 

was coxswain of that great team. 

The picture was taken by Tom 

Fagan '57, '58E, who told Bob that 

the Blackwell Cup was the oldest 

sports trophy in tire United States 

(I have not verified this). Also, see 

the September/October issue for a 

note about the June 2 crew reunion. 

Classmate and great-grandfather 

Art Wellington reports that on 

October 18 he participated in the 

Four Generation Turkey Shoot Golf 

Tourney at the Mark Twain Golf 

Club in Elmira, N.Y. On a very cold 

day, the four Wellingtons, ages 88, 

61,38 and 12, shot a 7-under-par 67 

for fifth place in a field of 30. They 

won a turkey, and also won the last 

skin game prize of $600. Art reports 

that his 12-year-old great-grandson 

often scores in the 70s and soon will 

be the star of his high school golf 

team. Art did not say who cooked 

the turkey or washed the dishes. 

I regret to report the death of 

Dr. Gino Zanolli on September 22. 

Gino earned a Ph.D. in chemical 

engineering at Columbia in 1943 

and an M.D. from SUNY in 1954. 
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He was a distinguished industrial 

physician at the Oak Ridge Labora¬ 

tory and at Lockheed Martin for 

many years before his retire¬ 

ment. He is survived by his wife, 

Patricia; six children; and brother, 

Alexander. 

Send me your news and pho¬ 

tographs via regular mail, e-mail 

or telephone calls, and we will 

continue to reminisce about our 

Great Class of 1942 in future issues 

of CCT. Kind regards and best 

wishes to all. 

Connie Maniatty 

Citi 

650 5th Ave., 24th Floor 

New York, NY 10019 

connie.s.maniatty@ 

citigroup.com 

You all have so many stories to 

share — work, travel, sports, kids, 

grandkids, great-grandkids (?), 

life experiences, etc. Don't be shy. 

Your classmates would love to hear 

from you. 

Send your amazing tales to me, 

or to CCT: cct@columbia.edu or 

Class Notes Editor, Columbia College 
Today, Columbia Alumni Center, 

622 W. 113th St., MC 4530, New 

York, NY 10025. (Note CCT's new 

address!) 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI affairs Jennifer Freely 
jf226l@columbia.edu 

212-851-7438 
development Yvonne Pagan 

yv23@columbia.edu 
212-851-7446 

■Vt Henry Rolf Hecht 

Ta wi I 11 Evergreen PI. 

lUU Demarest,NJ 07627 

hrhl5@columbia.edu 

From New York's Long Island, 

Richard Farber reports he and his 

wife, Elaine, are "still functioning 

well," though they have cut back 

on travel. They are looking forward 

to another visit to Israel (their 

sixth) in February. Dick and Elaine 

are the proud parents of two Col¬ 

lege alumni as well as a grandson 

who also graduated from the Col¬ 

lege and is pursuing a doctorate in 

aerospace engineering in Tucson. 

Bill Entwistle and his wife, 

Aurelia, send greetings from Laguna 

Woods, Calif., where, come March, 

they'll celebrate their 65th anniver¬ 

sary. They're grateful for "reasonably 

good health," and Bill "still plays a 

weekly (or should I say 'weakly7) 

18 holes of golf and we play bridge 

in our local club once or twice a 

week." Earlier, "we traveled much 

in the United States and abroad. 

Some highlights: rafting down the 

Colorado River rapids, walking on 

the Great Wall of China, viewing the 

midnight sun in upper Norway and 

cruising to see a solar eclipse in the 

Caribbean." 

Bill left Momingside in January 

1943 and served as an Army medic 

in Europe. Then he worked in home 

office management for Transamer- 

ica Occidental Life, retiring as an 

a.v.p. in 1985. Now Bill and Amelia 

can enjoy their "fine family — one 

daughter, two sons, six grandchil¬ 

dren, one great-grandson, with two 

more 'great-grands' on the way." 

With so few of you rugged '44 

survivors submitting news, let me 

report that your correspondent and 

spouse Hattie enjoyed a 12-day 

Elderhostel last fall, including three 

days in Paris and a weeklong cruise 

on the Rhine from Strasbourg to 

the Lorelei. En route, we passed the 

small town of Oppenheim where, in 

March 1945, inexperienced (and un¬ 

licensed) S/Sgt Hecht managed to 

miss the rail of the pontoon bridge 

and tilted dangerously toward the 

water (hey, few NYC families had 

cars back then). No real harm done 

— a bunch of engineers manning 

the pontoons quickly lifted the Jeep 

back onto the track, and the regular 

driver took over. 

45 
Clarence W. Sickles 

57 Bam Owl Dr. 

Hackettstown, NJ 07840 

csickles@goes.com 

Bernard Sunshine '46, a fellow 

class correspondent, kindly sent 

me information about John C. Nel¬ 

son Ph.D., a Columbia professor 

emeritus, who lives in NYC and 

played varsity tennis, which makes 

for a life-long activity, as John 

played tournament tennis with a 

national ranking for our age group. 

Bemie said John would contact 

me with more information about 

himself, and I hope he will. 

Roger Newman, of Boynton 

Beach, Fla.., had electronics research 

and management as his life work. 

Recreational activities are tennis 

("long gone"), bridge and reading, 

with woodworking as a hobby. An 

interesting College experience was 

shaking hands with Nicholas Mur¬ 

ray Butler (Class of 1882) at Butler's 

final commencement and Roger's 

mini-commencement. Roger thinks 

faculty members Dwight Miner 

'26, '40 GSAS and Charlie Beckman 

were special. Close friends were 

Milton Keeny, Harold Samelson 

and Bob Vastrow. Roger's wife of 

60 years, Carolyn, died two years 

ago. Daughter Margaret is deputy 

commissioner of transportation 

for NYC; older son Jonathon is an 

independent computer consultant, 

and younger son Joel works in real 

estate in Texas. 

Donald K. Corwin departed 

The Class of '42 showed its spirit during Homecoming on October 4. 
Pictured (left to right) are Manny Lichtenstein, Dr. Gerald Klingon, Dr. 
Melvin Hershkowitz and Ed Kalaidjian, and (seated) Bill Carey. 

PHOTO: char smullyan 

this life on March 20,2007, in 

Florida. Not knowing this, I sent 

a questionnaire to his place of 

residence. Wife Dorothy returned 

the questionnaire informing me 

of her husband's demise. She also 

supplied the following informa¬ 

tion: He had resided in Southamp¬ 

ton, N.Y., and was an optometrist. 

Recreational activities were golf, 

gardening, fishing, crabbing, read¬ 

ing and traveling. Hobbies were 

church activities as an elder and 

choir member, and doing volun¬ 

teer library work in an historical 

museum. 

At the College, Don was a 

member of Phi Gamma Delta and 

a member of the wrestling team. 

Despite the time lag, I wrote to 

Mrs. Corwin expressing condo¬ 

lences on behalf of our class, men¬ 

tioning that two of my sons were 

high school and college wrestlers. 

Consequently, I received a beauti¬ 

ful letter of appreciation from her, 

which is what makes being the 

class correspondent a rewarding 

experience. I learned that Don and 

Dorothy met on a blind date at the 

Columbia Phi Gamma Delta house 

and married in a Universalist 

church in New England, eventu¬ 

ally becoming members of the N.Y. 

Southampton Presbyterian church 

founded in 1640 as tire oldest Pres¬ 

byterian church in America. An 

only grandchild is a pre-medical 

student at Vanderbilt, a babysitter 

for two autistic boys and an elder 

in the Jacksonville Presbyterian 

church following in the footsteps of 

her mother, father and grandfather. 

[See Obituaries.] 

I hope CCT is being sent to the 

widows of class members and that 

Dorothy will read about the Corwin 

family, realizing how much her sub¬ 

mission of information was appreci¬ 

ated. [Editor's note: CCT is sent to 

widows upon their request. They 

should contact us at cct@columbia. 

edu or 212-851-7852 if they wish to 

be added to the mailing list.] 

Thomas T. Semon, of Pompton 

Plains, N.J., is a retired consulting 

market researcher whose articles 

have appeared in this column. Writ¬ 

ing this column two days before the 

2008 Presidential election, a Semo- 

nitic past statement is relevant. Tom 

said that polls were unreliable and 

especially political ones, and for 

that he was very glad. (Forgot why 

Tom expressed gladness; perhaps it 

was to avoid complacency.) By the 

time you read this, you will know if 

this statement was accurate for the 

campaign about to end. 

Tom kindly sent me a copy of 

his newly published book. Nuggets 
& Dross (and marketing research). 
The book contains about 100 

articles pertaining to the market¬ 

ing field published in relevant 

magazines since 1990. One article 

about "Change," written in 1983, 

will recall what we heard so much 

about from both candidates in this 

election. Excerpts from the article 

are: "One of the great delusions 

of modem times is that change 

is desirable. The rationale is that 

progress is desirable and change is 

progress so that change must, there¬ 

fore, be desirable. Change in itself 

is value free, neither good nor bad 

except in its consequences. People 

tend to welcome change less as they 

age (unless the proposed change 

improves their circumstances)." 

Tom suggests focusing on the 

goal of proposed changes to under¬ 

stand the thinking of the change 

maker. Then he says sometimes 

using that strategy ends up con¬ 

vincing ourselves the change we 

originally opposed is a good idea 

after all. So much for "change." 

Contact: Lightning Press, 140 Furler 

St., Totowa, NJ 07512 for a copy. 

Did you read the splendid article 

in the Fall Columbia magazine 

about Jack Greenberg? Jack has 
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embarked on a crusade to help inte¬ 

grate the Roma (Gypsies) of Europe. 

You will recall Jack was the civil 

rights lawyer who at 29 helped win 

the popular 1954 U.S. desegregation 

case Brown v. Board of Education of 

Topeka. Planning ahead for a key¬ 

note speaker for our 2010 reunion, 

would it not be inspiring to call on 

our owm, classmate Jack!? 

Mentioning the reunion leads 

me to call for classmates in the 

general area of the College to be on 

the planning committee; two meet¬ 

ings are scheduled for sometime 

in June and October. Classmates 

from afar are urged to send their 

ideas for reunion activities. Hope 

the Alumni Office wall allow us 

to invite widows of classmates. 

Aiming for June 2010 is shooting 

high for guys our age who don't 

even buy green bananas, as the old 

saying goes, but that's the courage 

our Columbia lion gives us. 

From my daughter, Martha '78 

SW, I received an autographed copy 

of a timely book. Common Wealth: 
Economics for a Crowded Planet, by Jef¬ 

frey D. Sachs, director of Columbia's 

Earth Institute. Sachs is a special 

adviser to United Nations Secretary- 

General Ban Ki-moon and is known 

internationally as an economic ad¬ 

viser to governments and organiza¬ 

tions around the world. This book is 

published by The Penguin Press. 

Randomly chosen honorees to 

whom a CCT questionnaire will be 

sent are: Dr. Nicholas Antoszyk Jr. 

of Charlotte, N.C.; Dr. Enoch Calla¬ 

way III, of Tiburon, Calif.; Charles 

M. Gilman Jr., of Bay Head, N.J.; 

and Dr. Francis R. Russo of Janes¬ 

ville, Wis. May I hear from or 

about these nominees? 

Bernard Sunshine 

255 Overlook Rd. 

New Rochelle, NY 10804 

bsuns@optonline.net 

Fifteen members of the class gath¬ 

ered for lunch on October 24 at the 

Rubin Museum of Art in New York. 

Attending were Marvin Aronson, 

Norman Cohen, Dick Heffner, Mel 

Horwitz, Mel Holson, Jake Israel, 

John Ledes, Len Moss, Irwin Ny- 

dick, Aihud Pevsner, Mike Pincus, 

Mai Ruderman, Marty Silbers- 

weig, Don Summa and Bemie 

Sunshine. Also in attendance was 

Herb Hendin '45. 

Good fellowship and "catching 

up" was the agenda during lunch, 

which was followed by a guided 

tour of art treasures from tike "Land 

of the Thunder Dragon," the King¬ 

dom of Bhutan. 

Professionally, those who came 

are doctors, lawyers, scientists, 

academics and businessmen. Most 

are still engaged full- or part-time 

in their fields, and a high number 

do community volunteer work. 

A class list with contact infor¬ 

mation for all 199 members was 

distributed. Please let me know if 

you would like to receive the list. 

I also am asking the class to 

participate in a survey that I will 

compile and recount in an upcom¬ 

ing issue of CCT. I think you will 

find the questions interesting, and 

some provocative. 

It was something of a bonus 

to hear from men who could not 

make it to the luncheon. Gene 

Rogers of swimming fame let slip 

that he was a member of the Unit¬ 

ed States Olympic Team and swam 

in the London games in 1948. 

Dave Kelton sent greetings 

and his regrets from Michigan. He 

is busy working with SCORE (a 

volunteer organization) advising 

small businesses. He finds time for 

some "old guys tennis." Dave was 

a consistent winner on Columbia's 

varsity tennis team. Three of his 

grandchildren started college in 

September, two at Michigan and 

one at Middlebury. 

Stephen Seadler asked us to 

pass along his Web site: http: / / 

pacificus.org. A prolific writer and 

commentator, his works are held in 

the collections of Columbia, Prince¬ 

ton, Yale, Harvard, The Vatican, 

the National Defense University, 

Oxford and others. 

Also sending regrets were How¬ 

ard Cohen, Ed Doberman, Bob 

Kollmar, Steve Krane, George 

Levinger, Paul Marks, Fritz Stem 

and Niel Wald. 

Larry Ross e-mailed from 

southeast Horida. He is an example 

of how uncertain class affiliation has 

been for some men in '45, '46 and 

'47. He wrote, "Since I got my degree 

in 1945,1 affiliated with that year, 

although many of my classmates are 

now in '46 and '47.1 don't think it 

matters what class I choose to be in. 

As I recall, it all seems great to me." 

Interesting travels this past year 

were reported by Norman Cohen 

and his wife, Elaine, to the Galapa¬ 

gos, and Bernie Sunshine and his 

wife. Marge, to Egypt. 

Please let me know where you 

have traveled. Your travel experi¬ 

ence may be just the right idea for 

a classmate. 

Sadly I report the passing of 

three members of our class: Edward 

Jaworski (see November/December 

Obituaries), Joseph Martocci and 

Nicholas Stathis (see Obituaries). 

47 
Bert Sussman 

155 W. 68th St., Apt. 27D 

New York, NY 10023 

shirbrt@nyc.rr.com 

Ed Gold's column, "Pure Gold," 

appears in the SoHo Journal. In the 

November/December CCT, it was 

mistakenly associated with The 
Village Voice. 

Mary and Peter Brescia wrote 

an interesting reflection on Afghan¬ 

istan. Peter, a career State Depart¬ 

ment diplomat since 1950, served 

as public affairs officer in Afghani¬ 

stan and Pakistan from 1968-75. In 

1975, Peter was appointed deputy 

assistant director for South Asia 

and then later for the Middle East 

as well. He retired in 1980. Since 

then he and Mary have remained 

in touch with many of their as¬ 

sociates as well as their Pakistani 

and Afghani friends. (During the 

roughest of those years, Mary took 

the children and went to live in the 

Philippines.) 

War also caused quite a few 

civilians to fly to safety in other 

countries. Many have returned 

for visits and have told Mary and 

Peter that their relatives are now 

building schools in and around 

Kabul and Jalalabad. 

Evidently Peter does not wish so 

far to make a John le Carre novel 

out of his experiences, but he did 

offer that when we read in the news 

these days about collateral civilian 

deaths from NATO air strikes in 

Afghanistan, those civilians are 

likely to have been used as "human 

shields" for the Afghans in the area 

opposed to the Kabul government. 

Peter added he is hopeful the 

new civilian Pakistani government 

will be more active than Musharraf 

was in rooting out the warlords 

in the untamed part of the border 

between the two countries called 

Waziristan. 

Since 1980, Peter has served 

on local Washington, D.C., public 

interest organizations but is now 

thoroughly retired. 

A1 Burstein, who easily quali¬ 

fies as elder statesman, wrote a 

comment about our recent election: 

"In the midst of torrents of words 

by candidates and press, the miss¬ 

ing element was candor. There is 

a prevalent fear that people do 

not want to hear truths, and that 

honesty means lost elections. My 

experience as a legislator in New 

Jersey in the 1970s, when I was 

one of the leaders in passing the 

state's first income tax, was that 

being direct about the need paid 

off in electoral success in the next 

campaign year." 

A1 is recalling real New Jersey 

history. The legislators who aided 

him in passing the necessary tax 

were reelected. I remember my 

father telling me, "Honesty is the 

best policy." Perhaps A1 is also say¬ 

ing most voters are not so lacking 

in clear judgment that some politi¬ 

cians can flout facts and common 

sense and still be rewarded. 

Let me add for myself, "Happy 

New Year to all," and I look for¬ 

ward to hearing from you in 2009. 

(Of course, if you are silent — a 

possibility that I consider astound¬ 

ing in a class with almost a century 

of history behind us — I will have 

nothing to report.) 

Durham Caldwell 

15 Ashland Ave. 

Springfield, MA 01119 

durham-c@att.net 

[Editor's note: CCT incorrectly 

identified James Nugent in the 

photo on page 56 of tire Novem¬ 

ber/December issue. We apologize 

for the error.] 

The Grim Reaper has been busy. 

We mourn the deaths of Carlo P. 

Crocetti in June, Robert F. Travis 

in August, Robert A. Klath in 

September, and Robert C. Clayton 

and Lud Duroska in October. [See 

Obituaries.] 

Carlo was a retired military offi¬ 

cer and lived in western New York. 

His obituary appeared in CCT's 

November/December issue. 

Bob Travis, a native of Kalama¬ 

zoo, Mich., lived in Blacksburg, Va. 

He was an attorney. 

Bob Klath, of Duxbury, Mass., 

flew 153 combat missions with the 

Army Air Forces in the China-Bur- 

ma-India theater and later was v.p. 

of corporate planning for General 

Foods. 

Bob Clayton, a native New York¬ 

er like Bob Klath, was a loyal and 

active member of the Class of '48. 

He was a reunion committee Dean's 

Pin recipient in 2003. Friend David 

Brainin, now moved back to New 

York after time in Hastings-on-Hud- 

son, recalls "the pleasure of (more or 

less) bimonthly lunches with Bob, 

David Schraffenberger and others." 

Another New Yorker, Jim Nugent, 

remembers Bob as "a Columbia guy 

who supported the University... 

coming to everything," and "a nice 

guy to be around." 

For more details on the lives of 

these class members, see Obituaries. 

Correction: In my September/ 

October report on reunion attendees, 

I said that Bob Silbert and Bob 

Mellins were classmates at Erasmus 

H.S., roommates at Columbia and 

"both had long careers in pediat¬ 

rics." Only partly true. Bob Silbert 

points out that his specialty after 

earning his M.D. was in psychiatry 

and psychoanalysis. He adds, "The 

shift into some of my current inter¬ 

ests [he's now retired], for example 

archaeology, religion, ancient people, 

is not really that far at all from the 

specialty that I was in. Except now 

there are no insurance companies or 

HMOs to have to deal with, and I 

can just enjoy myself." 

Reunion attendee Charlie Cole 

was a little put out by the editorial 

decision not to run the left-to-right 
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Dr. Robert Butler ’49 Advocates for Older People 
By Kim Martineau '97J 

Dr. Robert Butler '49, '53 P&S talks about his work from his New 
York City living room. 

PHOTO: KIM MARTINEAU '97J 

hile some people 
live out their 
golden years on 
the golf course or 

at the beach, Dr. Robert Butler 
'49, '53 P&S has no use for re¬ 
tirement. At 81, Butler still is liv¬ 
ing the life he preaches. Tall and 
trim, he continues to champion 
the needs of older people. 

"I'm just as busy," he says. 
Butler's pioneering research 

in the 1960s challenged basic 
assumptions about aging. By 
studying the aging process of 
healthy, older people, he dis¬ 
covered that many of the traits 
associated with old age were 
actually caused by disease, 
poverty and personality. 

Butler coined the term "age¬ 
ism" in 1969 and founded the 
first medical school department 
of geriatrics in 1982, at Mount 
Sinai Medical Center. 

In his 1975 Pulitzer Prize¬ 
winning book, Why Survive?: 
Being Old in America, Butler 
recommended ways for society 
to improve life for older people. 
He now runs the international 
Longevity Center, a think tank 
affiliated with the Mount Sinai 
Medical Center in NYC that 
promotes healthy, productive 
aging. 

On a crisp morning in October, 
Butler sat for an interview. Later, 
he would head to Pfizer for a 
meeting, consult with his ac¬ 
countant on what Wall Street's 
financial woes had done to his 
portfolio and answer his mail. 

"I always try to be open to 
people," he says. "Part of my 
job is to be a teacher." 

Butler's latest book, The 
Longevity Revolution: The Ben¬ 
efits and Challenges of Living 
a Long Life, came out in March 
2008, but already he's thinking 
about his next, on the philoso¬ 
phy of aging. 

In the last century, our life 
expectancy has grown by 30 
years — the largest gain in hu¬ 
man history, he explains. Butler 
recommends we use that time 
constructively and by that, he 
means more than squeezing in 

an extra round of golf per week. 
"Butler exemplifies what he's 

arguing for," says geriatric-health 
expert Dr. Linda Fried, dean of 
the Mailman School of Public 
Health. "We're entering into a 
new age where people stay ac¬ 
tive and contribute much longer 
into life." 

In his living room overlooking 
Central Park, Butler reminisced 
about the College, where he 
discovered his gift for words. As 
editor of Spectator in 1948-49, 
he wrote editorials and man¬ 
aged the staff, learning disci¬ 
pline and "how to boss people 
around," he jokes. 

Butler credits the Core Curric¬ 
ulum with teaching him to think 
broadly across subjects, a skill 
that was vital to his research. 
In fact, the Core came up so 
often in conversations with his 
late wife, Myrna Lewis '00 GSAS, 
that she convinced Columbia to 

let her audit the courses in the 
early 1980s. When Butler later 
came into a $500,000 windfall, 
he repaid the favor by donating 
it to the program. 

As a boy, devastated by his 
grandfather's death, Butler 
knew he wanted to be a doc¬ 
tor. But it wasn't until medical 
school that he found his spe¬ 
cialty: geriatrics. 

Butler was shocked at how 
little doctors knew about treat¬ 
ing older people. He was even 
more surprised by their con¬ 
tempt. He remembers over¬ 
hearing some call their frailest 
patients "crocks," like easy-to- 
break bowls. 

As the age boom continues, 
Butler worries about the baby 
boomers. By 2025, a fifth of 
the country's population will 
be retired and will encounter a 
shortage of doctors trained to 
care for them, he warns, and 

little progress on the diseases 
that most afflict them, includ¬ 
ing Alzheimer's. 

Aside from some slight hear¬ 
ing loss, Butler is in remarkable 
health. His secret, he says, is 
exercise and drinking and eat¬ 
ing moderately. Twice a week 
he runs on the treadmill in his 
library and on weekends he 
walks around Central Park with 
friends. 

A healthy lifestyle, however, 
offers no immunity against 
heartache. Butler still mourns 
the death of his wife of 30 years 
to brain cancer three years ago. 
He continued working, but his 
friends noticed a change. 

"You could just see he was 
carrying a weight on his shoul¬ 
ders — I'd never seen that 
before," says Dr. Diane Meier, 
a gerontologist at Mount Sinai 
who calls Butler her most im¬ 
portant mentor. 

Lately, though, his bachelor 
pad has grown livelier. After 
graduation, Butler's grandson, 
Brendan Gleason '07, moved 
in, along with Butler's young¬ 
est daughter, Alexandra, who 
starts at the School of Social 
Work in January. "I can't sneak 
girls in with all these young 
people around," he jokes. 

With humor, Butler tries 
to make light of his grief. But 
after a few minutes, he admits 
somberly: "For a long time, I 
couldn't think of other relation¬ 
ships. I don't think I'd ever get 
married again." 

In his living room, the baby 
grand piano his wife once 
played sits silent while the 
antique clocks she loved to 
collect measure out time — a 
reminder of his remarkable 
longevity but also the price 
that has come with it. 

"Loss and grief," he says, 
shaking his head softly, "are 
the companions of old age." 

To read an excerpt from The 
Longevity Revolution, go to 
vvwvv. college. Columbia, edu/cct. 

Kim Martineau '97J is a free¬ 
lance journalist living in NewYork. 
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Phil Bergovoy '50's wife surprised him by gathering some of his class¬ 
mates and their wives at his daughter's Mount Kisco, N. Y., home for 
an 80th birthday celebration. Attending were (back row, left to right) 
Al Schmitt '50, Mario Palmieri '50, the birthday boy, Jack Noonan '50 
and Jimmy Garofalo, and (front row, left to right) Trudy Palmieri, Hindy 
Bergovoy, Eileen Noonan and Carolyn Garofalo. 

PHOTO: RICHARD BERGOVOY 

identifications with the Class of 

'48 reunion luncheon photo in 

September/October. "I couldn't tell 

who anybody was," complained 

Charlie. For anybody with the same 

problem who still has the Septem¬ 

ber/ October issue, here are tine L-Rs 

for the photo on page 47: David 

Burstein, Charles Cole, Robert Sil- 

bert, Robert Mellins, George Der- 

mksian, David Brainin, Durham 

Caldwell and Herbert Goldman. 

Old track man Charlie is still 

running — every other day and 

sometimes on consecutive days. 

Charlie, whose 85th birthday was 

on Christmas Day, quotes his 

Columbia track coach Carl Merner 

as telling him, "Keep running, and 

you'll live to be 100." Charlie is 

contemplating whether to run in 

this year's Senior Olympics. 

George Woolfe swung through 

Springfield on a short October foli¬ 

age tour. We and our wives (Elaine 

and Jean) enjoyed lunch together. 

I also coaxed a few reminiscences 

out of George about his time in 

the Army Air Forces (1943-46). He 

flew more than 50 missions, most 

of them as a navigator on B-24 

Liberator bombers. But two of his 

most memorable experiences came 

when he was not in the air: 1) lying 

on the ground at an airfield on 

Mindoro in the Southern Philip¬ 

pines watching an aerial battle in 

which American P-38s shot down 

12 of 14 Zeros while losing only 

an engine on one of the P-38s; and 

2) traveling from Luzon to a new 

duty station on Okinawa on board 

a Navy LST, learning en route 

about the atom bombs dropped 

on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, with¬ 

standing a typhoon on the way 

that sank several LSTs that had 

sailed a day later, and completing 

the voyage the day of the Japanese 

surrender. 

Where were you when you 

learned of the first atom bomb 

drop? I was getting ready to take 

an outdoor shower at the U.S. 

Army replacement depot at Camp 

Kanchrapara, India. News from 

Armed Forces Radio was carried 

over a loudspeaker system to the 

shower area and much of the rest 

of the camp. 

Small world department: George 

Woolfe grew up in New York City 

and lived in Connecticut and North 

Carolina before relocating to Florida. 

Recently he bought a vacation home 

in Falmouth, Mass., on Cape Cod 

— within two blocks of one of the 

houses I lived in while growing up 

during the '30s. 
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John Weaver 

2639 E. 11th St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11235 

wudchpr@optonline.net 

It is the day after the most extra¬ 

ordinary election drama of our 

lifetimes! You likely will be reading 

this only a few days short of the 

inauguration of the 44th President 

of the United States of America. 

If you will allow me this per¬ 

sonal privilege, I will quote myself 

from my May /June 2007 Class 

Notes: 

"One final note of a quasi-polit¬ 

ical nature: With the outrageously 

early Presidential sweepstakes hav¬ 

ing begun, I offer this non-partisan 

thought. Yale, Harvard, Princeton, 

they have all had their banners rep¬ 

resented in the White House. Is this 

not an occasion to give consider¬ 

ation to Columbia's candidate?" 

If you all (and the editors) saw 

through my thinly veiled advocacy, 

I am not distressed. I thank the edi¬ 

tors for the permission to include 

this in my notes. 

But seriously, as seniors who 

have survived the extraordinary 

events of the last three quarters of 

a century, let us take unabashed 

pride in the achievement of our 

Columbian colleague as he assumes 

the reins, and wish him well for the 

trying task that is set before him. 

He is that much better equipped 

for the fact of his Columbia College 

experience! 

To more "class-specific" but 

equally important matters, we are 

well under way with plans for 

our 60th reunion! I am in receipt 

of a letter from Dr. Stan Edelman 

informing us of the establishment 

of the "Stanley Edelman M.D. Pro¬ 

fessor of Surgery" professorship at 

the Mt. Sinai School of Medicine. 

Stan worked with us in plan¬ 

ning our 50th and 55th reunions 

along with Dr. Ed Housepian. Dr. 

Housepian as well is the recipient 

of the honor of a professorship 

named for him: "The Edgar House¬ 

pian Professor of Neurological 

Surgery" at Columbia Presbyterian 

Medical Center. 

Stan continues as a police 

surgeon with the NYPD, which ac¬ 

cords him the rank of Inspector. 

We have received notice of the 

passing of Peter Smedley. To his 

family and friends, we extend our 

deepest sympathy. There is word 

of a fund to be set up in his name. 

We will pass along any informa¬ 

tion as it comes to us. 

Please make your plans for the 

late spring to include time on cam¬ 

pus, joining in the reunion that will 

celebrate the four years of Columbia 

College that made the next 60 better 

than they ever would have been 

without those four. 

Mario Palmieri 

11 33 Lakeview Ave. W. 

59 Cortlandt Manor, NY 

10567 

mapal@bestweb.net 

A mini-reunion took place in 

October as four of Phil Bergovoy's 

1950 classmates joined him to help 

celebrate his 80th birthday. [See 

photo and caption for details.] 

Roger Duvoison is happily 

retired in Chapel Hill, N.C., after a 

notable career in medicine. Roger 

was professor and chairman of 

neurology at the University of 

Medicine and Dentistry of New 

Jersey-Robert Wood Johnson 

Medical School, New Brunswick, 

N.J. After his retirement in 1996, 

Roger was honored by having 

a visiting professorship estab¬ 

lished in his name at the medical 

school. In 2005, he was elected an 

honorary member of the Ameri¬ 

can Neurological Association. 

Although retired, he occasionally 

attends neurological grand rounds 

at the University of North Carolina 

Medical Center in order to, as he 

says, "keep up." 

Arthur Trezise is still, in his 

words, "ping-ponging" between 

Sao Paulo, Brazil and Vermont. 

Art chooses winters in Vermont so 

that he can continue to hone his 

downhill-skiing skills. Art and his 

wife, Lucia, now and then vary 

their itinerary with visits to their 

children in Colorado, Minneapolis 

and London. 

Sadly, we have been informed of 

three deaths: Duncan R. J. MacLeod, 

of Colorado Springs, in September; 

Arthur P. Roberts Jr., of Seattle, in 

July [See Obituaries]; and Vincent 

Smith, of Oklahoma City, in October. 

George Koplinka 

75 Chelsea Rd. 

White Plains, NY 10603 

desiah@aol.com 

As President Lee C. Bollinger 

said following Election Day, "All 

of us who have graduated from 

Columbia have special reason for 

excitement. We note with pride that 

Barack Obama '83 will be not only 

the first African-American but also 

the first Columbia degree-holder to 

occupy the Oval Office." Judging 

from the comments of classmates, 

CC '51 joins in this enthusiasm, and 

we offer our congratulations to the 

next President of the United States. 

Along with information about 

classmates, this column includes 

classmate answers to questions 

"How optimistic are you about 

the economy for 2009?" and 

"What advice would you give 

Barack Obama?" in a face to face 

meeting. Carl M. Brandauer, 

who lives in Boulder, Colo., feels 

reasonably optimistic about 2009, 

especially if America can get some 

of the financial community's 

problems under control. What 

advice would he have for Obama? 

"Undo everything George Bush 

did these past eight years!" (Carl 

was a psychology major.) 

Joseph H. Thomas resides in 

Stamford, Conn., and had a long ca¬ 

reer with IBM before he retired. Al¬ 

though somewhat optimistic about 

2009, he feels closer to the middle of 

the scale on a 1 to 10 basis. Probably 

it would be a good idea to hang on 

to investments rather than panic. 

Certainly Obama should be his own 

man, and not be intimidated by 

pundits in the press. 

Class President Robert T. Snyder 

is faithful in attending Columbia's 

many activities. Most recently he 
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attended the Columbia University 

Athletics Hall of Fame induction 

ceremonies and dinner honoring 

the 1950-51 Ivy League champion¬ 

ship basketball team. Also attending 

were team members Tom Powers 

and Frank Lewis, along with team 

manager Geny Evans. John Azary, 

no longer living, was individually 

inducted into the Hall of Fame. 

Bob also attended the recent 

Society of Columbia Graduates 

dinner, the 150th anniversary 

celebration for the Law School and 

the Dean's Scholarship Reception, 

where Taimur T. Malik 'll received 

our Class of 1951 scholarship. 

Bob is not very optimistic about 

2009 and sees a long and difficult 

struggle ahead. He feels Obama's 

priorities should include strength¬ 

ening family planning legislation, 

privacy protection for individuals 

and revising the current policy 

regarding torture and the detaining 

of prisoners. For more informa¬ 

tion, on a personal basis, you can 

consult Bob at Columbia football 

games. Forget e-mail. Go to the 50- 

yard line, section E, seats 1 and 2 in 

the first row of seats with backs! 

Albert A. Nork played football 

at Columbia and fondly remembers 

the never-to-be-forgotten victory 

over Army. Although a pre-archi¬ 

tecture major, he wound up in a 

construction career with National 

Acoustics. Now living in Houston, 

his heart is back in the Poconos in 

Pennsylvania, where the family has 

a summer retreat. A1 is optimistic 

about the future, calling the elec¬ 

tion of Obama "an awakening for 

America." He would tell Obama 

the government's bailout program 

needs dose supervision and ad¬ 

ditional rules and regulations to 

define polides before success can be 

achieved. 

James E. Bomer majored in 

chemistry and got a master's in 

engineering. His family-owned 

company, Spraylat Corp., is located 

in Pelham, N.Y., and spedalizes 

in industrial coatings. Two of 

Jim's children are active in the 

business that involves inventing, 

manufacturing and sales in the 

United States as well as in Asia. 

Jim expeds sales will be flat in 2009 

and profits down. Here are his sug¬ 

gestions for Obama. First and fast, 

make all the easy dedsions. Avoid 

burdens on the taxpayers. Help 

those segments of the economy 

that have been overlooked. 

Tom Powers agrees with Jim. 

Tom expeds the economy to re¬ 

main in the doldrums long beyond 

2009. Recovery will only take place 

when Congress recognizes some 

30,000 small businesses that need 

bailout money right now. He hopes 

Obama will be careful in crafting 

his foreign policy and give more 

thought to off-shore drilling for oil. 

Denton C. Anderson, a physics 

major now living in Timonium, 

Md., would caution the country's 

new President to learn more about 

the effeds of tax manipulation on 

the economy before making whole¬ 

sale changes in the laws. 

Like Jim Bomer, Harold B. 

White, in Jackson, Miss., feels 

financial aid may be required for 

businesses other than those in bank¬ 

ing and insurance. Certainly there 

has to be scrutiny of CEO salaries 

and the influence of lobbyists on 

lawmakers. Hal is confident that if 

Obama selects the most quali¬ 

fied individuals available for his 

administration, he will proted the 

best interest of all Americans. As for 

Katrina, Hal reports Mississippi's 

coast is rapidly recovering. Middle 

dass housing remains a problem 

because of increasing costs for 

building and insurance anywhere 

near water. The casinos are back in 

operation, providing revenue for 

the state. Only now, the floating 

variety is anchored doser to shore! 

Frederick S. Bernard, retired and 

living in Forty Point, Pa., confessed 

that he was never very enthusiastic 

about Humanities and Contem¬ 

porary Civilization, mainstays 

of the current Core Curriculum 

in the College. Fred's father and 

a couple of uncles were College 

graduates, all providing incentives 

for his attending Columbia. Fred 

retired from a career in professional 

compensation, primarily sales in 

life and health insurance. While not 

exactly a frequent world traveler, he 

recommends cruising on the Queen 
Mary II as an especially delightful 

experience. (This could be a fine 

suggestion for Obama, who ran a 

good campaign but now faces a 

long road ahead!) 

Hope you all had wonderful 

year-end holidays. Please remem¬ 

ber to phone your Class Notes 

writer with news about how you 

spent them. 

Sidney Prager 

20 Como Ct. 

Manchester, NJ 08759 

sidmax9@aol.com 

Greetings to all and good wishes 

from your reporter for a healthy 

and happy 2009.1 want to tell you 

about a cruise my wife, Maxine, 

and I took the last two weeks in 

August aboard the Grand Princess. 
We stopped at ports in Ireland, 

Scotland, England and France. We 

visited Cork, Dublin and Belfast in 

Ireland. We saw "Beatle Country" 

in Liverpool, England; and Glas¬ 

gow, Inverness/Loch Ness and 

Edinburgh in Scotland. The last port 

we visited was Le Havre, France, 

and from there we traveled by bus 

to Normandy. 

We visited the beaches where the 

invasion took place during summer 

1944 and then the American Cem¬ 

etery overlooking Omaha Beach. 

The American Cemetery, with 

9,386 perfectly aligned headstones, 

is a solemn place for remembrance 

and reflection. 

We walked slowly and somberly 

among the headstones, reading 

names and dates, and saw that 

most [of the fallen] were in their 

20s, some even in their teens. The 

bright green manicured grass, the 

glistening white headstones and 

die pale blue sky created a very 

holy open temple. Then at 2 p.m. 

(I am sure there was a loudspeaker 

nearby), from out of the heavens 

above came the musical sounds of 

America the Beautiful. My wife and 

I looked at each other as unstop¬ 

pable salty water trickled down 

our faces. 

These men had gone bravely 

into the arms of death at the begin¬ 

ning of their lives to save Western 

civilization so that we could live in 

freedom in our wonderful country 

and enjoy all that the United States 

has to offer, even being able to at¬ 

tend Columbia College. 

Do you remember that General 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Supreme 

Allied Commander in Europe and 

the leader of the Normandy inva¬ 

sion, became president of Columbia 

the same year that we started at 

the College? We even attended 

a freshman dinner with General 

Eisenhower. 

What greater gift can a man or 

woman give than his or her life for 

country? The American Cemetery 

at Omaha Beach is a holy sacred 

shrine to all those who gave that 

gift. 

Now for some news from our 

classmates. 

Albert Zucca writes: "After 

leaving the College and following 

a stint as a draftee in the Army 

(Ordnance), I entered the George¬ 

town School of Foreign Service and 

became a Foreign Service officer 

in 1956.1 met my wife, Gladys, at 

Columbia, and she has been my 

partner for 50 years in a busy life, 

served for the most part overseas, 

with assignments in Central Amer¬ 

ica, Italy, East Africa and Southeast 

Asia. I returned to Columbia on a 

State Department sabbatical in 1963 

where I did my graduate work in 

economics at tire then-Graduate 

Faculty of Economics. After retire¬ 

ment from the service in 1980, we 

continued foreign affairs work with 

consulting jobs in Palestine, Mo¬ 

zambique, Kuwait, Chile, Guate¬ 

mala, Honduras and the Caribbean. 

I fully retired in 2000, and we now 

lead a quiet life in West Palm Beach, 

Fla. We have four children and 

three grandchildren, all scattered 

around the country; most, like their 

parents and grandparents, bitten by 

the travel bug." 

Ernest Sciutto retired in 2000 

after 36 years with Shell Oil, mostly 

in NYC and Houston. "[I have] 

four children. Oldest, a daughter, 

is a psychologist and professor 

at Columbia. Second daughter is 

an actress in L.A. who has been 

in some Scorsese films. Third 

daughter is a banker with CSFB in 

Hong Kong. And my son is chief 

foreign correspondent with ABC 

News in London. He has visited 

100 countries, including being 

imbedded during the Iraq war, and 

recently wrote a book. Against Us: 
The New Faces of America's Enemies 
in the Muslim World about how the 

Muslim world feels about America. 

[I have] five grandchildren with 

one on the way. I spend a lot of 

time with Tony Fischer, Ernie 

Baltz, Jack Brett, Henry Parsont 

and Frank Salerno. My wife of 50 

years passed away in 2006 after a 

long career in the magazine field." 

Glenn Danziger sent the follow¬ 

ing letter: "After graduation from 

the Engineering School with my 

chemical engineering degree in 

1953,1 fulfilled my NROTC com¬ 

mitment and served in the Navy 

until 1955. 

"For several years I worked in 

the coatings industry and ended up 

as a v.p. of a medium-sized firm. 

During this time I co-authored 

a book. Formulation of Organic 
Coatings. I then joined a sales and 

distribution company and stayed 

with it for about six years. 

"In 19751 started my own com¬ 

pany, Seaboard Sales Corp. We 

represented major chemical com¬ 

panies from around the world. We 

sold raw materials that were used 

in the coatings, adhesive and ink 

industries in metropolitan NYC, 

New Jersey and Long Island. I sold 

the business in 2002 and retired to 

Stowe, Vt., where I had maintained 

a second home since 1981. 

"In 2005 my wife, Fifi, suffered 

a brain hemorrhage, and I am cur¬ 

rently her caretaker. 

"I have two living daughters, 

Jill M. Hetson of Kent, Conn., and 

Amy L. Tenenbaum of NYC. Sadly, 

my other daughter, Beth J. Keyes, 

died in 2001 under tragic circum¬ 

stances. I have two granddaugh¬ 

ters and one grandson." 

Jack Rosenbluth writes: 

"Guess I'm one of the minority of 

our class still working full-time, 

in my case as a basic scientist 

trying to unravel the mysteries 

of multiple sclerosis, working for 

my other alma mater, NYU Med 

School. This began with a stint at 

NIH that began 50 years ago and 

carried me to UCSF, Harvard, 

Albert Einstein and then NYU. 

"Research is a tough field, 

especially in these days of vanish- 
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Two tough Class of '52 Lions showed their cuddly sides at a 2005 
gathering in Stuart, Fla. Howie Hansen and Mel Sautter relaxed on Ed 
Botwinick '56's couch with a couple of friends. 

PHOTO: DIANNE HANSEN 

ing grant support, but for all the 

tribulations, the work is continu¬ 

ally challenging and filled with 

surprises. You never know what's 

just around the comer. 

"On a personal level, my wife, 

Roz, and I have been married 

since 1960. During this time she 

produced three children and pub¬ 

lished 12 children's books. We have 

six grandchildren, ages 4-14 — all 

gorgeous and brilliant, of course. 

"For several years, a few 

classmates and I have been taking 

various humanities courses at 

Columbia's Heyman Center for the 

Humanities, where I relive college 

days, rapping with incisive minds 

that remind me of Jacques Barzun 

'27. We live in the NYC area, cul¬ 

tural capital of the United States. 

Wouldn't trade it for anything!" 

Howard Hansen, the memories 

creator, writes: "Unique College 

group logs its 'Eighth Last Rendez¬ 

vous.' It all started off campus at 

Amelia Island Plantation, Fla., in 

1986. The rendezvous continued as 

follows: Amelia Island Plantation, 

1990 and 1993; Litchfield by The 

Sea, S.C., 1995,2000 and 2003; 

Hutchinson Island Marriott, Stuart, 

Fla., 2005 [see photo]; and Virginia 

Beach, Va., September 2008. 

"Coach Lou Little always said, 

'The '51 team was my closest-knit 

group,' and time has confirmed his 

comments. However, the success 

of our rendezvous certainly was 

not limited to football teammates, 

but equally important were close 

ties with friends on the basket¬ 

ball, baseball, wrestling and track 

teams, and other class leaders. 

Interestingly, classes represented 

were from '51-'56, but predomi¬ 

nantly '52-'54. 

"My wife, Dianne, and I spear¬ 

headed the first three Amelia Island 

Plantation reunions. Retired career 

Marine colonel (30 yrs) Mel Sautter 

spearheaded the next three at Li¬ 

tchfield by the Sea, with a big assist 

from planning committee members 

Dan Seemann Ph.D. and Dr. Tom 

Federowicz. 

"The full committee — Sautter, 

Seemann, Federowicz and I, 

engineered the Hutchinson Island 

Rendezvous. The nearby photo of 

me (left) and Mel was taken at the 

Stuart, Fla., gathering in April 2005 

at Ed Botwinick 56's residence on 

the St. Lude River. Ed and his wife, 

Vicki, gradously hosted cocktails 

and dinner for 69 guys and gals. 

Mel, a former Top Gun and survivor 

of 382 jet combat missions (Korea 

and Vietnam) and his wife, Jane, 

spearheaded the successful Virginia 

Beach get-together in September. 

"The most unique reunion 

was the 1993 Columbia/Cornell 

Challenge. In 1950 and 1951, we 

had two closely contested football 

games against Cornell at Baker 

Field and in Ithaca. Cornell was na¬ 

tionally ranked in the top 10 both 

years, and we took them 20-19 and 

21-20. Bill Wallace, Vem Wynott, 

Jack Devlin '53 and I had close 

ties with three highly regarded 

Cornell players. We promoted the 

Columbia/Cornell Challenge and 

competed in golf and tennis. We 

had 90 in attendance, including 

wives and girlfriends, and approxi¬ 

mately 20 Cornell football players. 

It was a barrel of fun over our typi¬ 

cal three-day gathering. Our ladies 

had a great time as well. 

"When Mel and I think about 

the effort expended to organize 

another one, we catch our breath 

and remind ourselves of our motto, 

'We Create Memories.' 

"The following are past at¬ 

tendees, not including wives/girl¬ 

friends: Dale Hopp, Frank Toner, 

Dick Carr, Vem Wynott, Stu 

Spizer, Bill Wallace, Bob Wallace 

'53, John Ravin, Bob Adelman, 

Jerry Cozzi, John Casella '54, Dave 

Bueschen '53, Roy Brown, Paul Vi¬ 

tek, John Guerriero, Steve Reich, 

Jack Devlin '53, Bob Stinner, Neil 

Henry, Don Page, Wes Bomm, 

Kermit Tracy, Leo Ward, Bob Hart¬ 

man, A1 Ward, Tony Misho, Bob 

Reiss, Dave Braun, Dink Barnes, 

Max Pimer, Bob Ott, Bob Walker, 

Dick Danneman, Gene Wells, Bob 

Mercier, Stan Maratos, Tom Pow¬ 

ers, Tom Houghton, Keith Krebs, 

George Fadok, Neil Opdyke, Tom 

Bowen, Art Hessinger and Lee 

Guittar. 

"Special guests: Jim Mahoney - 

Notre Dame, Noel Schmidt - Penn, 

Frank Vitale - Cornell, Joe Eberhardt 

- Cornell, John Bateman - line coach, 

Marilyn Leibowicz - development 

officer and Bon Fed - artist." 

Your reporter says thank you to 

all, and please write! 

53 
Lew Robins 

1221 Stratfield Rd. 

Fairfield, CT 06825 

lewrobins@aol.com 

At our 55th reunion Saturday lun¬ 

cheon, Ken Skoug Jr. delightfully 

and eruditely introduced Professor 

Henry Graff. Sadly, I received the 

following letter from Ken in early 

fall. 

"You may have heard that I lost 

the light of my life, my beloved 

wife, Martha, to pneumonia in 

Alexandria. This came immedi¬ 

ately and without warning after 

celebration of our golden wedding 

day and her 76th birthday, both in 

September. 

"Martha was a New Yorker 

(Forest Hills H.S. '50) and a great 

admirer of Columbia. My having 

gone there undoubtedly helped me 

win her hand against spirited com¬ 

petition in Washington, D.C., many 

years ago. She attended every 

Class of 1953 reunion from the fifth 

to the 55th, except when we were 

overseas. I'm sure that many who 

attended these reunions would 

remember her warmth, sincerity 

and sense of humor. 

"During the invasion of Czecho¬ 

slovakia in 1968, when nearly every 

Western dependent chose to leave 

with a caravan of cars or a rescue 

train, she stayed on to share the 

danger and render assistance to 

Americans in distress. 

"Martha always took pride in 

her appearance. On the eve of her 

76th birthday, her face was without 

wrinkles with never a facelift. She 

visited a hairdresser weekly." 

Those of us who were lucky 

enough to visit with Martha and 

Ken at our 55th reunion will always 

remember her bright smile and 

incandescent warmth. 

At a black-tie dinner on Septem¬ 

ber 11, the Mayo Clinic in Roch¬ 

ester, Minn., awarded Dr. Robert 

Wallace its prestigious Distin¬ 

guished Alumni Award in recogni¬ 

tion of his exceptional contribution 

to the field of medicine, including 

medical practice, research, educa¬ 

tion and administration. 

Bob is retired but continues to 

serve in leadership positions with 

the American College of Surgeons 

and the Thoracic Survey Founda¬ 

tion for Research and Education. In 

making the award, the Mayo Clinic 

publicly recognized Bob's having 

been the first surgeon in the United 

States to perform the Rastelli pro¬ 

cedure for correcting certain types 

of congenital heart defects. Bob 

also has served on the Mayo Clinic 

Board of Governors and the Mayo 

Clinic Board of Trustees. He is the 

author or co-author of 250 articles 

or book chapters. 

Congratulations, Bob! The class 

of '53 is proud to have you as a 

member. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Jennifer Freely 
jf226l@columbia.edu 

212-851-7438 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-851-7494 

54 
Howard Falberg 

13710 Paseo Bonita 

Poway, CA 92064 

westmontgr@aol.com 

Well, here we are at the beginning 

of another year. Wouldn't it be nice 

if all 365 days consisted of events 

that gave us happiness? Based on 

some of the information I receive 

from our classmates, the weighted 

average is on the plus side. 

Amie Tolkin continues his 

exploration of the world. He and 

his bride spent a month on the 

final voyage of the QE2.1 sincerely 

hope that at our reunion we might 

persuade him to provide us with 

stories and slides. In line with 

enjoying the pleasures of travel¬ 

ing, Ed Cowan and his wife, Ann 

Louise, expect to complete their 

visits to major league ball parks 

during the next year or two. With 

schedules that include Houston 

and Arlington in April, they will 

have completed visiting 29 of the 

30 MLB parks. The grand finale 

will take place in Denver. I hope 

that they will give us that final 

date. I will try to be there as well. 

Speaking of Denver, Herb Wit- 

tow's wife, Sandra, a noted artist, is 

having a retrospective of paintings 

and drawings at the Singer Gallery 

in Denver until January 18. For fur¬ 

ther information, you can contact 

them at www.sandrawittow.com. 

I had hoped to be there in either 

November or December. 

I consider myself fortunate 

to hear from a number of our 

classmates, such as George Fadok 

and Brian Tansey, about family 

events and a number of these bits 

of information I enjoy including in 
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our Class Notes. I hope that I will 

hear from more of you in the near 

and distant future. 

Reunion is coming up Thursday, 

June 4-Sunday, June 7; please make 

plans to attend. If you wish to be 

involved in event planning or 

fundraising, see the Alumni Office 

contacts at the top of the column. 

Enjoy life, and share memories 

with our classmates. 

Gerald Sherwin 

181 E. 73rd St., Apt. 6A 

New York, NY 10021 

gs481@jimo.com 

It was truly a magical night. As men¬ 

tioned briefly in a previous column. 

Dean Austin Quigley was presented 

with the Alexander Hamilton Medal 

at a stirring event held at the Ameri¬ 

can Museum of Natural History on 

November 13. There were wonder¬ 

ful speeches by many notable Co¬ 

lumbians and an outstanding video 

paying tribute to the man who has 

led Columbia College for 14 years. A 

search committee has been entrusted 

to find the dean's successor—big 

shoes to fill, as they say. 

In early 2009, a group of alumni 

and friends will go on an intrigu¬ 

ing tour: "Around the World by 

Private Jet." The 24-day journey 

takes participants to places such as 

the Taj Mahal, the Pyramids and 

the Sphinx, areas in Cambodia and 

Easter Island. The leader will be 

Professor J. Paul Martin, executive 

director of Columbia's Center for 

the Study of Human Rights. 

Later this year, a less arduous tour 

will be led by former news commen¬ 

tator Sam Donaldson, who will take 

an entourage on an "Arctic Odyssey 

- a Symposium on Global Warming 

and Climate Change" aboard the 

Kapitan Khlebnikov. Where else could 

you find so many mind-expanding 

adventures? 

Meanwhile, back on campus, it 

was announced that Martin Chalfie, 

the William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor 

of Biological Sciences and Biological 

Sciences chair, was awarded a share 

of this year's Nobel Prize in Chem¬ 

istry. Our faculty has done it again! 

Allen Hyman, professor emeritus 

of anesthesiology at P&S and former 

chair of the Department of Anesthe¬ 

siology at Columbia Presbyterian 

Medical Center, put his bike-riding 

skills to good use (no, he did not 

race in the Tour de France). Allen 

undertook a five-day, 250-mile bike 

trip in Israel to benefit the babies 

and children at the Alyn Hospital 

in Jerusalem. We last ran into our 

classmate at the Great Teacher 

Award in October, along with Don 

Laufer, Hal Rosenthal (in the city 

from Long Island), Bob Brown (who 

keeps running into classmates at 

the opera, notably Bill Epstein) and 

Elliot Gross (an attendee at the latest 

Class Agent meeting; Elliot may be 

calling you to "dig down deep"). 

It wouldn't be a class column 

if we didn't have some "words 

of wisdom" from A1 Ginepra. 

He is beginning his 33rd anniver¬ 

sary of instruction at Los Angeles' 

California International University. 

A1 gained much knowledge from 

classes with Mark Van Doren and 

Jim Shenton '49, and stressed that 

noted fencer Barry Pariser (doctor, 

painter, saber star) deserves to be in 

Columbia's Athletics Hall of Fame. 

Harry Scheiber let us know that 

he and his wife are still full-time at 

the University of California School 

of Law, stealing intervals to spend 

with their family in the Midwest 

and on the West Coast. They have 

been able to make progress on a 

book they are co-authoring, and 

Harry placed three Ph.D. students 

in great jobs this past year. 

Harold Kushner, who still has 

the Boston Celtics to fall back 

Christie (professor of law at Duke) 

and a non-legal person and Robert 

Resnick (retired editor at Ameri¬ 

can Express, also in Manhattan). 

The Blue Pencil Dinner comes 

up in the early part of the calendar 

year. This is when Spectator un¬ 

dergrads and alumni get together 

with a featured speaker to discuss 

the past, present and future of 

journalism and media reporting. 

Our class had several guys who 

contributed mightily to bring¬ 

ing up key issues on campus and 

beyond to the inquiring minds of 

the student body. These gentlemen 

are scattered around the country in 

varied occupations (not necessar¬ 

ily reporting). Ron Cowan is a 

retired research analyst living in 

Seattle, Milt Finegold has been in 

Houston for a while as professor 

of pathology at Baylor College of 

Medicine, Gene Heller practices 

medicine in Chicago and Shelly 

Wolf is in the same profession in 

Los Angeles. We also can't forget 

Peter Pressman '55 is a clinical professor of surgery 

at New York Weill Cornell Medical Center and di¬ 

rects the Genetics Program, which he evolved. 

on (after the Red Sox "bottomed 

out"), sent us an article from Sports 
Illustrated: "Who's Hot: former 

Columbia baseball star, Fernando 

Perez ['06], a member of the Tampa 

Bay Rays. Who's Not: Columbia 

football." What can I say? 

Living on the Upper East Side, 

Peter Pressman has been a breast 

surgeon in his medical career. He 

is a clinical professor of surgery at 

New York Weill Cornell Medical 

Center and now directs the Genet¬ 

ics Program, which he evolved. 

The fifth edition of Peter's book. 

Breast Cancer: The Complete Guide, 
is in bookstores now — it's the 

most comprehensive book avail¬ 

able for women about this entity, 

with a strong emphasis on the 

progress and role of genetics. 

Jack Freeman made an appear¬ 

ance at the annual baseball alumni 

reunion a short while ago. We had 

expected to see some of his team¬ 

mates and Ron McPhee, Tom Bren¬ 

nan and Don Schappert "shagging 

flies" in the outfield ... but maybe 

another time. 

We were wondering why there 

were reunions for many different 

organizations, but little or none for 

activities such as the Debate Coun¬ 

cil or similar groups. It is interest¬ 

ing that most of our classmates 

who participated in the council 

became lawyers: Ed Siegel, Steve 

Rabin, Don Kresge (all working 

in Manhattan), Richard Reichler 

(living on Long Island), George 

Elliott Manning, professor, school 

of law, Miami University; Ralph 

Rossi, living in Oakhurst, Calif.; 

and back East, Gerry Pomper, 

noted professor of political science 

at the Eagleton Institute of Politics 

— Rutgers; George Gruen, adviser/ 

senior fellow. National Committee 

on American Foreign Policy (living 

near the Columbia campus); Bob 

Kushner, lawyer in Manhattan; and 

"Dr. Z," Paul Zimmerman, senior 

staff writer at Sports Illustrated, our 

expert in the world of professional 

football (among other things). If 

you haven't made it back for this in¬ 

vigorating event, the Spec students 

would love to see you. 

The Class of 1955 Scholarship 

has been awarded to Jin Izawa '10, 

from Hilo, Hawaii. Jin will major in 

economics and operations research. 

He loves Columbia and is involved 

with many extra-curricular activi¬ 

ties on- and off-campus. 

A belated sad note to report: 

Roland Brown, who lived in 

Bethesda, Md., has passed away. 

Condolences go out to his family 

and friends. [See Obituaries.] 

Knowledgeable and philosophi¬ 

cal gentlemen of the group that 

defines progress and happiness 

— the wonderful College Class of 

1955. Continue what you are doing 

— only more so. Be the role models 

for the future. See you all (rain or 

shine) in less than 15 months at 

the 55th. 

Love to all! Everywhere! 

56 
Alan N. Miller 

257 Central Park West, 

Apt. 9D 

New York, NY 10024 

oldocal@aol.com 

I am writing this column right after 

the astounding victory of Sen. Ba¬ 

rack Obama '83 as President-elect. 

The whole world seemed to be in 

favor of his impending victory and 

maybe the United States will be 

seen in a new, positive light. This 

will give Obama an unprecedented 

chance to mend fences and gain 

international cooperation. I have 

many Republican friends who 

voted for Obama after voting for 

Bush twice, and they are hopeful. 

We certainly wish him well and 

hope he will cross political fences 

and use the advice of the best the 

country offers regardless of politi¬ 

cal orientation. 

Back to the more local and 

mundane. We have been continu¬ 

ing our monthly class lunches. 

During the warm weather we also 

included tennis, the last three times 

at Dan Link's country club in 

Westchester. The last time, by some 

accident, I played pretty good ten¬ 

nis and Jerry Fine, bless him, said 

it was the best he had ever seen me 

play. In addition to Jerry, Dan and 

myself, playing tennis were Jack 

Katz, Eric Donath '56E and Mark 

Novick. Watching were Lou Hem- 

merdinger, who usually plays but 

was injured playing soccer with his 

young grandson — he should have 

known better — Bob Siroty and 

Peter Klein. Missing was Steve 

Easton, who was on one of his 

many trips. 

Lenny Wolfe offered the Yale 

Club for our next and now indoor 

lunch, in November. In addition 

to many of the usual guys, joining 

us were Alan Press, Buz Paaswell 

and Arthur Frank. My experiences 

at the Yale Club have been positive 

with respect to the food and views. 

In December, I expected to return 

to the Columbia/Princeton Club, 

which has had a complete renova¬ 

tion, and I am hopeful the food is 

as good as at the Yale. 

Please guys, more of you join us. 

On November 5,1 went to the 

annual Dean's Scholarship Recep¬ 

tion, joined by Steve Easton. We 

have 14 class scholarships, four 

permanently set up decades ago by 

me, Mike Spett and Jerry Modell 

with class funds, and 10 annual 

renewable ones we started at our 

great, well-attended 50th reunion. 

So your contributions to the annual 

Columbia College Fund are well 

spent on these bright, interesting 

young men and woman; do keep 

them coming. Ten students came, 

representing all four classes, and 

it was fascinating to listen to their 

wide range of interests, experi- 
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ences and plans. We have been 

rewarded through the many years 

by our interaction with Dean Aus¬ 

tin Quigley, who spoke eloquently 

and with feeling, as usual. He will 

be hard to replace, and we wish 

him well. 

I had a telephone call from Rob¬ 

ert Long, the author I mentioned in 

the last CCT. I did not realize how 

prolific a writer he has been — his 

last book, on Truman Capote, was 

No. 50. His next book-in-progress 

is about the author of The Red Badge 
of Courage, Stephen Crane. 

Keep it up, Robert —■ you bring 

honor to the Class of 1956 and 

Columbia. 

We have a new Nobel Prize win¬ 

ner at Columbia — Martin Chalfie, 

the William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor 

of Biological Sciences and chair of 

the biology department. As a coin¬ 

cidence, I am taking a stimulating 

course about the brain with Profes¬ 

sor Stuart Firestein, who proceeded 

to tell us about Chalfie's research 

that won him a Nobel, as it was 

related to the course. Fascinating! 

A note and picture from Florida 

mentioned that Frank Thomas was 

at the Nelson Mandela Children's 

Fund event celebrating Mandela's 

90th birthday. Frank is in a photo 

with Zinzi Mandela, Mandela's 

daughter. 

So guys, keep in touch, join our 

class events, keep funding our 

annual class scholarships and let 

me have ideas for new class events. 

Next year, we will start planning 

our 55th reunion. The more the 

merrier for our reunion committee 

— it really is fun, and we eat good 

deli sandwiches. 

So as usual, here is wishing us all 

health, happiness, longevity and a 

rising stock market after the present 

disaster and certainly caring children 

and extraordinary grandchildren. 

Love to all. 

Herman Levy 

7322 Rockford Dr. 

Falls Church, VA 22043 

hdlleditor@aol.com 

John Taussig: "I realize I must 

be aging because the first section 

I look at when Columbia College 
Today comes is Obituaries. I need to 

make sure I'm not mentioned. 

"I was diagnosed with prostate 

cancer last year, and in August, less 

than three months after attending 

our 50th reunion, I had laparo¬ 

scopic and robotic-assisted radical 

prostatectomy, i.e., I had the sucker 

removed from my body. If anyone 

reading this gets similar news in 

the years ahead, don't hesitate to 

call upon me for guidance, support 

and discussion of the options and 

potential side effects. I will be glad 

to openly share my information 

and experience about the process. 

My e-mail address is jntaussig@ 

roadrunner.com. 

"My plumbing returned right 

away. The potency took longer and 

was not the same as it was when 

I was 24. But hell, that's been the 

case with me long before the sur¬ 

gery. All the pills do work: Viagra, 

Cialis and Levitra, and I don't need 

to sit in a bathtub on a hill with my 

wife to get inspired. 

"As it turned out, I reconnected 

at our 50th reunion in 2007 with 

Dr. John Norton, who was a class¬ 

mate in high school as well as at 

Columbia. John is a retired urolo¬ 

gist living in Oakland, Calif., and 

was extremely helpful to me after 

I was diagnosed, as I conducted 

my research on all the options 

available prior to my decision to 

have radical surgery. Thank you 

again, John. 

"Let me close with some advice. 

First, you must not rely solely on 

your PSA readings from the blood 

writes in that he has experienced 

(fill in the life-threatening malady) 

and would be glad to share his ex¬ 

perience with any other classmate.' 

"I've been 'clean' 14 years now, 

and worry about a recurrence of 

cancer cell spread is no longer on 

my radar screen." 

Marty Fisher: "We only had 

eight attendees at the September 9 

class luncheon, as a tropical rain¬ 

storm hampered efforts to get into 

the city. Ted Dwyer, Ed Weinstein, 

Steve Ronai, Martin Brothers, Neil 

McLellan, Carlos Munoz, Bob 

Klipstein and I braved the highway 

flooding to come in. 

"Despite the reduced numbers, 

there was plenty to talk about, 

including our summer vacations 

and the political scene. 

"At one point our reminisces 

turned to our absent comrade- 

in-arms, Joel Schwartz, whose 

untimely death occurred in August. 

We all remembered a vibrant, 

enthusiastic classmate whose swim- 

John "Sparky" Breeskin '57 posts his newsletter. 

Sparky the Mind Doc, for people in the mental health 

field, on http://johnbreeskin.com. 

test you take at your annual physi¬ 

cals. They are at best a guideline 

and an indication, but not a clear 

determinant. For 22 years running, 

my reading sat at a constant 1.0, 

well under the acceptable danger 

range (4.0). Never any spikes. 

Never any warnings. It was discov¬ 

ered by a urologist during a routine 

annual examination. There were no 

symptoms. 

"Second, if caught early enough, 

all indications are that it is very 

treatable. If you are still reading 

this, you are in the age group that 

should be seeing a urologist on an 

annual basis. With all due respect 

to our family doctors/internists, 

whom we all see on a reasonably 

regular basis for checkups, an an¬ 

nual visit to a urologist might prove 

worth the effort. It was for me." 

Paul Frommer: "John [Taussig] 

has been sharing his e-mails to you 

with me re: taking a different tack 

on Class Notes from the usual, 

and often old, hat, about the same 

people bumping into each other. 

"John and I go a long way back: 

high school, Columbia and then 

serving on the same destroyer in 

the Atlantic Fleet. I found out I 

had prostate cancer when I was 

between 58 and 59 and had a 

radical prostatectomy, so there is a 

personal interest here on my part. 

"I think John is onto something 

important that classmates can 

share. I am not sure details are nec¬ 

essary, perhaps just 'classmate xxxx 

ming skills and many Phelps-like 

championships put us all in the 

shade. He was missed at the lunch 

and he will continue to be missed. 

"It was primary election day in 

New York, but there were no races 

of note except for an attempt to 

bring down Sheldon Silver, the very 

powerful speaker of the Assembly. 

"By the time lunch was over, at 

about 2:30, the vicious rainstorm 

had passed by. The NYC rain sewer 

system is a little-appreciated but 

wonderfully engineered system. 

Almost all of the detritus goes 

down the drain. 

"At Homecoming, the sun 

broke through a lowering sky 

just in time to witness yet another 

disappointing Columbia loss to 

Princeton 27-24. The teams were 

evenly matched; the offenses domi¬ 

nated the defenses. There were no 

turnovers until the last minute of 

the game and no sacks that I can 

remember. Princeton scored on 

two very long pass plays. Colum¬ 

bia passed and ran almost at will. 

Shane Kelly TO, the quarterback 

from Basking Ridge, N.J., and the 

Hill School, played in the tradition 

of Luckman, Govemali, Domres 

and Claude Benham. He passed to 

two sure-handed receivers, Mike 

Stephens '11, a player to watch, 

from Flower Mound, Texas, and 

Taylor Joseph TO, from Torrance, 

Calif. 

"The fact that Princeton missed 

an extra point put the game tanta- 

lizingly within reach as Columbia 

drove smartly downfield in the 

last two minutes. A fumble, the 

first turnover of the game, inside 

the Princeton 30 with almost a 

minute to play sealed our fate. 

The vignette of Kelly on his knees 

with arms outstretched to the 

heavens as a supplicant on that 

final Columbia play summed up 

Columbia's collective frustration. 

"At the end of the game, the 

teams congratulated each other, in 

stark contrast to the Stanford-Notre 

Dame game, which I caught on 

TV afterward. In that contest, the 

teams attacked each other at the fi¬ 

nal whistle, and it took the Indiana 

state police to separate them. 

"The '57 participants at Home¬ 

coming were Dave Kinne (resplen¬ 

dent in his family's tartan trousers) 

and family; Steve Ronai, sitting in 

the seat he has endowed (according 

to the football fund contributor); 

the ever-loyal Steve Fybish; Paul 

Zola, who sat and suffered with me 

throughout the game; and my guest, 

Don Levin, from Larchmont, N.Y. 

"It was a lovely day for Home¬ 

coming; we played well but just 

lacked that little bit extra to put us 

over the top. 

"We lost another heartbreaker to 

Penn [October 18] 15-10. Although 

we were winless in our first five 

games, we made a respectable 

showing in every game." 

John "Sparky" Breeskin has a 

Web site (http: / / johnbreeskin.com) 

on which he posts his newsletter. 

Sparky the Mind Doc, for people in 

the mental health field. He also 

maintains a blog in that field: http: / / 

sparkylheminddoc.blogspot.com. 

On September 22, yours truly 

attended a Presidential election 

panel at the National Press Club in 

Washington, D.C. Panelists were 

Jules Witcover '49 '51J, Matthew 

Cooper '84, Dorothy Gilliam '61J, 

Anne Komblut '94 and Martha 

Joynt Kumar '65 GSAS, '72 GSAS. 

Barry Dickman 

25 Main St. 

Court Plaza North, Ste 104 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

bdickmanesq@gmail.com 

We are sorry to report that Paul 

Montgomery died of cancer on 

October 16 in Lausanne, Switzer¬ 

land. Paul was best known as a 

reporter for The New York Times; 
after he left the Times in 1982, he 

worked in Europe for The Wall 
Street Journal. Paul was a graduate 

of Spring Valley (N.Y.) H.S., along 

with your reporter and Stuart Hun¬ 

tington. At the College, Paul took 

a particular interest in Spanish and 

traveled to Mexico City by bus one 

summer to attend advanced classes. 

Starting as a copy boy at the Times, 
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he soon became a reporter, first 

covering religious news. In 1966, 

aware of his expertise in Spanish, 

the Times made him bureau chief 

in Brazil (which is, of course, the 

only Portuguese-speaking country 

in Latin America). His assign¬ 

ments included covering a riot in 

Mexico City and trekking through 

the Andes with Bolivian soldiers, 

searching for Che Guevara. Paul's 

first marriage, to Evelyn Lemer '58 

Barnard, ended in divorce. He is 

survived by three children, Jeffrey, 

John and Alice; and his second wife, 

Jane Morrison. [See Obituaries.] 

Congratulations to Fritz Stein 

on receiving the Humanitarian 

Award from his medical alma 

mater, Albany Medical College. 

Supplementing a previous appear¬ 

ance in Class Notes, Fritz sent us 

an article from RXSuccess maga¬ 

zine about his volunteer service 

in treating Iraqi war casualties. 

Resisting retirement, Fritz spends 

two days a week at the Northeast 

Center for Special Care in Lake 

Katrine, N.Y., caring for patients 

with traumatic brain injuries. 

Bill Esberg supplied a correction 

to the last mention of his bridge 

accomplishments in Class Notes: He 

is actually a Grand life Master. This 

rare and prestigious status requires a 

player to accumulate 10,000 master 

points and victory in a national 

championship event (Bill and his 

partner won the NABC Champion¬ 

ship Leventritt Silver Ribbon Pairs 

in 2005). Bill further reports that his 

(rather curmudgeonly) father would 

have said that all these honors and 

$2 gets you on the subway (wasn't 

it a nickel when we boarded at 

116th Street?), and would conclude, 

"You're gettin' borin', Goren." 

The Qass Lunch is held on the 

second Wednesday of every month, 

in the Grill Room of the Princeton/ 

Columbia Club, 15 W. 43rd St. ($31 

per person). E-mail Art Radin if 

you plan to attend, up to the day 

before: aradin@radinglass.com. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

alumni AFFAIRS Ken Catandella 
kmcl03@columbia.edu 

212-851-7430 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-851-7494 

Norman Gelfand 

c/o CCT 

Columbia Alumni Center 

622 W. 113th St. 

MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 

nmgc59@gmail.com 

Let us begin with a poem from 

Bon Ratner. "For my '59 broth¬ 

ers — Here's a more contemporary 

piece of irreverence than my previ¬ 

ous Class Notes poem. Whimsical, 

but starkly relevant. Enjoy." 

Let's Talk! 

A man from Iran 

in tieless apparel 

thought he had Israel 

over a barrel. 

Grievances galore 

toward the Zionist state, 

annihilation, he declared, 

was its deserved fate. 

Not so, opined Columbia's 

Chief Exec. 

I'll invite whatshisname here 

and give him heck! 

So, on September 24th, 2007 

Ahmadinejad appeared before 

a brainwashed brethren. 

Just to ensure that he 

would not persuade 

Bollinger introduced him 

as an unconscionable knave. 

How could the donors complain 

of such visit 

if Mahmoud was stamped 

as anti-Semitic? 

And petty, and cruel, 

and sponsoring terror, 

could even dialogue correct 

this pint-sized error? 

At the end of Lee's greeting - 

a virtual roast - 

Mahmoud observed that 

this ungracious host 

had used up much of the 

time he was due 

and rudely brought politics 

out of the blue. 

Still, he went on about 

Science and God 

even pausing to give 

Truth a nod. 

The Holocaust, he mused, 

may have taken place, 

but give new researchers 

some critical space! 

And if Jews had no choice 

but to flee from Europe, 

should Arab villagers have to 

pay the price for it? 

In the question period 

he did O.K. 

until denying the concept 

of an Iranian gay. 

This provoked knowing 

hoots of derision 

quelled by a blanket 

return invitation 

to come, one and all, 

to Iran, next fall. 

It was over, worthwhile, 

and all that remained 

was a handshake from someone, 

even if feigned. 

Mahmoud stood for a while 

alone on the stage 

until at last someone thanked him, 

perhaps just a page. 

Puzzled, discomfited, 

he made his egress 

sullenly contemplating 

the height of redress. 

Dudley A Ferrari writes, "After 

graduating I moved uptown and 

graduated from P&S in 1963. The 

following years of internship, resi¬ 

dency and military service were 

long and sometimes difficult; I 

barely remember the '60s. I became 

an orthopedic surgeon. The first 

10 years were in private practice in 

Connecticut and the next 22 years 

in academic practice at the Uni¬ 

versity of Massachusetts Medical 

Center in Worcester, Mass. There 

I was able to focus and do what I 

enjoyed most, arthroscopic surgery 

and sports medicine. Soon I will 

publish Reflections and Conclusions 
about the Problem Knee. 

"Kathy, my wife of 48 years, and 

I have been blessed with three chil¬ 

dren, Susan, James and Gail, who in 

turn have blessed us with six bright 

and energetic grandchildren. 

"Now I live in Naples, Fla., and 

wish my golf handicap would go 

down as quickly as the days go by. 

There is an active Columbia Univer¬ 

sity Club of Southwest Florida here 

and we have lectures from Colum¬ 

bia professors and other enjoyable 

social events. 

"The last 50 years have been 

good to me and I wish the best to 

the Class of '59." 

Ward Cunningham writes, "I 

finished up 37 years in the aviation 

game in one piece — U.S. Navy, 

Pan American and a couple of stints 

in the Middle East and S.E. Asia 

after PAA folded. Like the old comic 

strip, Terry and the Pirates, which, 

being '59ers, we're all old enough to 

remember. 

"Living the gypsy life — France, 

Germany, Florida — which is just 

the way I like it. 

"Best regards to my fellow seek¬ 

ers of knowledge. Big Brian, [Ted] 

Graske, [Thomas] Bilbao and the 

ubiquitous George Spelios, who 

once briefly left the confines of 

NYC. Go Lions." 

Murray Epstein wants us to 

know that he still is professor 

of medicine at the University of 

Miami School of Medicine. He 

remains active in clinical research 

and continues to focus on develop¬ 

ing two promising drugs that are 

targeted to reduce cardiovascular 

and kidney diseases and control 

hypertension. Murray recently was 

invited to be a visiting professor 

at major medical centers in Turkey 

and Israel and to be the guest ple¬ 

nary lecturer at the annual meeting 

of the Israeli Society of Hyperten¬ 

sion, held in November. 

All of his children are College 

graduates. David '01 recently 

completed a three-year medical 

residency in internal medicine at 

Brown and will start his fellowship 

training in nephrology at New 

York Weill Cornell Medical Center 

in July. Susanna '03 is an account 

executive in the healthcare practice 

at Fleishman-Hillard Communica¬ 

tions in New York. Jonathan '07 is 

an analytic systems executive at 

FSI Capital in New York. 

Arthur Mollin, proud former 

captain, USAR, wants us to know 

that "ROTC should be back on 

campus. It is voluntary and honor¬ 

able. I had been an Army brat dur¬ 

ing WWII and looked forward to 

serving in the Army. I've attended 

Columbia, NYU College of Dentist¬ 

ry and later [earned] an M.S. from 

the New School University, but the 

only logo hats or shirts I wear are 

U.S. Army, in which I served most 

proudly. It should be considered 

honorable to serve this country, not 

just go to school and complain. Ser¬ 

vice to the community is preached 

quite loudly at Columbia, and that 

is fine service." 

Ken Miskow tells us, "Glad to be 

getting the info from you about the 

reunion. I am planning to attend. 

After graduating with a B.A. in 

geology, I was commissioned a 2nd 

Lt. in the Marine Corps and went to 

flight school in Pensacola, Fla. After 

finishing my tour in the Corps, I 

joined Pan American Airways and 

flew for them for 20 years. After the 

Pacific routes were sold to United 

Airlines, I was transferred and 

finished my career with them. After 

retirement, my wife and I traveled 

throughout Europe and Asia. Be¬ 

tween trips, I was involved with the 

local Foster City Tennis Club and 

played league tennis, captaining 

both the mixed and senior teams. 

Hope to continue playing as long as 

the knees hold out. 

"My daughter, Catherine, is 

finishing her Ph.D. at UC Davis, 

specializing in French literature, 

and hopes to teach at the college 

level. Tire education I received at 

Columbia was a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience, and one that could not 

be duplicated. 

"Hope to see my classmates at 

the reunion." 

Bruce Schlein writes, "I still 

teach Photoshop and photography 

in general to adults in Furman 

University's Life Long Learning 

and OLLI programs. I am also a 

'teacher's aide' for the 'Microscopic 

Bruce Schlein '59 teaches Photoshop and photogra¬ 

phy in general to adults in Furman University's Life 

Long Learning and OLLI programs. 
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Anatomy' course. For those in¬ 

terested in following my photog¬ 

raphy blogs, here are the URLs: 

http: / / shutterfinger.smugmug. 

com and http: / /bruceobservation 

tower.blogspot.com. 

"My wife Alice's blog is definite¬ 

ly worth a look: www.weaverly. 

typepad.com. 

"Enjoy, and I would love to hear 

from everyone. I would love to hear 

from folks who check out the blogs." 

From Joel Nelson, "What a 

surprise. The materials for our 

reunion weekend arrived. I tore 

open the package from the Alumni 

Office and scrambled to the spot 

between classmates Chandler 

Nelson and Robert Nelson. But 

nothing was there — no photo, no 

statement about my absence, not 

even an empty space. The photo 

directory eradicated me from the 

Class of '59! Things weren't much 

better in the index. My name was 

there, but the home address was 

incorrect. Better answer Norm Gel- 

fand's plea for news and tell my 

classmates what I've been up to. 

"In August 1959,1 went to 

Grand Central with a foot locker 

containing all of my possessions 

and traveled 75 miles northeast to 

New Haven, Conn. Six years later 

(and two years late — according to 

my schedule), I received my Ph.D. 

from Yale. I was ready to embark 

on an academic career. 

"Almost 50 years after the sum¬ 

mer of '59, my career is about over. 

In retrospect, it probably resembled 

careers of others academics at 

good but large public universi¬ 

ties. Work in the academic world 

was sometimes hectic, but for me 

always interesting and challeng¬ 

ing. I published many articles 

(some good, a few less so), wrote 

several books (one published by 

Columbia University Press), taught 

in places both here and abroad 

(including professorships as a 

Fulbright Fellow in France and 

a 'visiting expert' in the People's 

Republic of China) and carried out 

a (thankfully) small complement 

of administrative posts. Last year, I 

retired from the University of Min¬ 

nesota, where I was a professor in 

the Department of Sociology. 

"The Twin Cities, where I con¬ 

tinue to live, grows on you. New 

York natives (like me) are initially 

taken aback by this Midwestern 

metropolis. But the Twin Cities 

has numerous virtues: its striking 

physical beauty, its surprising 

diversity and its wealth of cultural 

activities. Last year my pals Gloria 

and Bob Ratner were visiting from 

Vancouver. Bob said the Cities was 

as cosmopolitan as Vancouver. 

Some may consider that a stretch. 

But I don't. Like Piaf, I have no re¬ 

grets; life in Minneapolis couldn't 

have been better. 

"Retirement has been gratifying. 

I continue to pursue my academic 

interest in stratification and inequal¬ 

ity. But it's not exactly the same as 

it was at the university. Everything 

is less pressing; deadlines are gone. 

I sometimes find myself reading 

less in sociology and more in books 

such as Bad Kitty and Baby Happy 
Baby Sad. These books are my new 

grandson's all-time favorites. He 

simply never tires of them. Frankly, 

neither do I. 

"The charms of Minneapolis 

rapidly fade in winter. My wife. 

Midge Lange, and I spend winters 

in our place on the southwest 

coast of Florida, right by Sarasota. 

Florida poses its own challenges. 

But they seem minimal as I walk 

the beach, or better yet, as I sit on 

our patio in the morning, drinking 

coffee and reading the Minneapolis 

weather forecasts. 

"I will complain to the Alumni 

Office about its heinous omission. 

I look forward to June — to our 

reunion and to renewing some old 

friendships." 

Claudine Leifert, wife of 

Harvey Leifert for 38 years; died 

in October of chronic obstruc¬ 

tive pulmonary disease. She had 

always wanted to be buried in 

the cemetery in her hometown in 

Switzerland with her parents, and 

Harvey fulfilled that wish. 

I can add a few words this 

month so let me encourage those 

of you who do not get e-mails from 

me to please send to me or Colum¬ 

bia your current e-mail addresses. 

Many of the e-mail addresses that 

Columbia has are out of date, and I 

get back perhaps half of the e-mails 

I send. In return for you sending 

me your e-mail address I promise 

not to reveal it to Columbia or 

anyone else without your explicit 

permission. 

Most of the things that are 

printed in our Class Notes column 

come from people who respond 

to my e-mail pleadings. All of us 

are also anxious to hear from class¬ 

mates who do not get the e-mails. 

Please do not come to our reunion 

as a stranger. If you can, send me 

an e-mail. If not, send your input 

to me at CCT via postal mail (note 

CCT's new address, at the top of 

the column). The staff will get it 

tome. 

The committee planning for our 

reunion has been meeting and the 

discussions are animated, to say 

the least. I will try and keep you 

up to date on the planning for the 

reunion, scheduled for Wednesday, 

June 3-Sunday, June 7 (the reunion 

may start on Thursday, June 4 — 

stay tuned for updates) by sending 

the minutes of the meetings and 

the agenda so that you can contrib¬ 

ute your input if you wish. 

Our class is composed of an 

extraordinary group of individuals 

who have maintained the enthusi¬ 

asm and passion that they had so 

many years ago. All of us should 

be proud of each other. 

Robert A. Machleder 

330 Madison Ave., 39th FI. 

New York, NY 10017 

rmachleder@aol.com 

The first organizational meeting 

of the 50th Reunion Committee in 

formation attracted an enthusiastic 

group to the Columbia Club on 

October 2. Following lunch in the 

Grill Room, classmates dispatched 

to the members' lounge to conduct 

business, no private rooms being 

available due to renovations in the 

building, so we were informed. 

Our exuberance clearly violated 

the code of sepulchral sanctum 

that the collection of octogenarians 

who take refuge in the members' 

lounge regard as sacred, and 

we were promptly escorted to 

a private room that suddenly 

materialized. We took no offense: 

We got a private room. More 

importantly, we were regarded 

as boisterous young men again, 

and rarely are we likely to find 

ourselves in gatherings where that 

description might apply. Present 

were Richard Friedlander, com¬ 

mittee chairman. Bob Oberhand, 

Tom Palmieri, Tom Hamilton, 

Steve Solender, Josh Pruzansky, 

Marty Pincus, Steve Brown, Bob 

Morgan, Gary Hershdorfer, Clau¬ 

dio Marzollo, Bob Berne, David 

Kirk, Art Delmhorst and your 

class correspondent. Several other 

classmates, unable to attend the 

initial meeting, are to be involved 

in the planning of reunion events, 

including Larry Rubinstein, 

Victor Chang, Harry Pelz, Paul 

Brief, Paul Chevalier, Fred Slavik, 

Ronald Kane, Sheldon Barr, Bob 

Hersh, Lee Rosner and Irwin 

Sollinger. Our next meeting is 

scheduled for January 8, a brown 

bag lunch at Richard Friedland¬ 

er' s office, where all manner of 

raucous behavior is tolerated. All 

classmates are encouraged to be 

involved to the extent their time 

and interest allow. Please contact 

Richard at richard.d.friedlander@ 

smithbamey.com. 

Paul Brief submits this note: 

"After my bio recently appeared in 

the Class Notes, I was contacted by 

Sheldon Barr, met him for lunch in 

the city, then invited him for din¬ 

ner in West Nyack. Sheldon looks 

great, and as he's much too modest 

to write about himself. I'll reveal a 

few things about him. It appears 

Sheldon has made quite a name for 

himself in the art world. After at¬ 

tending the Architecture School, he 

owned and operated, through the 

years, several art galleries here and 

in Paris. (I checked out his French: 

He's fluent.) But where he found 

his real niche was Venetian art, and 

in particular Venetian glass mosa¬ 

ics. A widely recognized authority 

on the subject, Sheldon lectures 

extensively and has authored 

several books on the subject. His 

latest one is Venetian Glass: the 
Magnificent Mosaics 1860-1917. A 
most interesting and encyclopedic 

treatise on the subject, it reads like 

a novel in art book format, and 

its magnificent photographs will 

leave you breathless. Over dinner, 

mollified by good food and decent 

wine, we mused and reminisced 

about old pals such as the late Dick 

Nottingham (Sheldon's best friend 

at Columbia), Claude Poliakoff, 

Frank Siracusa, Joe Fried and 

others. Like myself, Sheldon is ea¬ 

gerly looking forward to our 50th 

reunion and would be interested in 

helping organize it." 

Barry Epstein was an active 

member on the College campus 

during undergraduate days, 

president of a then-new fraternity. 

Phi Epsilon Pi, participant on the 

wrestling team, involved in the 

yearbook and member of the pre- 

med society, but, as with us all, life 

continues after college and many 

of its demands contribute to a sep¬ 

aration from Columbia. In Barry's 

case, medical school, internship, 

residency, a fellowship, service in 

the Air Force and relocation to the 

D.C. area. What moved Barry to re¬ 

connect was a recent Class Note in 

which he read that Bob Oberhand 

had joined the reunion committee 

and had volunteered to be a men¬ 

tor to the Class of 2010, our "bridge 

class." In exchange for Bob's e-mail 

address, Barry graciously provided 

this note: 

"I am a gastroenterologist in 

College Park, Md.; still practic¬ 

ing with no plans to stop. I am 

'winding down, working less and 

trying to get some golf rounds in 

the 80s with only limited success. I 

have been married to Evelyn (nee 

Kramer, whom I dated all through 

college) for only 47 years. Our 

daughter, Amy, is an educational 

consultant in San Francisco, and 

son Michael is a lawyer in Balti¬ 

more. We have one grandchild, 

Jacob (4Vi), and a granddaughter 

on the way, due in February. Other 

than golf, the Redskins and my 

family, my passion is skiing, which 

I have been doing for more than 30 

years. We frequently can be seen in 

Breckenridge, Colo., where friends 

have a house, or in Vail. The only 

classmates I've seen in the past 

many years are Bob Hersh, whose 

track passions sometimes bring 

him to D.C., and Rich Rodin, 

whom I've bumped into in Beth¬ 

any Beach, Del., where we have 
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summer houses. The people I'd 

most like to see at a 50th reunion 

are Fred Feiner, Michael Katz, Bill 

Bishin, Dave Fogelson, Mike ("I 

think she likes me") Scheck and, 

of course. Bob Oberhand." 

As previously reported in CCT, 

Paul Chevalier was scheduled to 

marry in September, and indeed it 

came to pass. Richard Friedlander 

and Bob Berselli were on hand to 

witness the ceremony and enjoy the 

festivities. Richard files this report: 

"Florence and Paul Chevalier 

were married at Paul's home in 

Sedona, Ariz., on the evening of 

September 20. Present were some 

of Paul's Columbia friends. Bob 

Berselli and his wife, Shirley, flew 

in from Portland, Ore., especially 

for the wedding. Bob is a practic¬ 

ing orthopedic surgeon and Shirley 

a full-time mother of six. Richard 

Friedlander and his wife. Iris, 

were, serendipitously, in Scotts¬ 

dale, Ariz., for a conference and 

drove to Sedona for the ceremony. 

Paul, Bob and Richard met during 

undergraduate years and were 

members of Phi Gamma Delta. 

"Six years ago, Paul acquired 

a parcel overlooking central 

Sedona on the one side and the 

glorious, cathedral-like Sedonian 

geology on the other. He built a 

classic Southwestern home: lots of 

patios and stonework, connecting 

guest quarters. Western sculpture 

images, huge kitchen, grills and 

Native American trills, to which 

he introduced a Columbia touch 

in the form of a large collection of 

books reflecting an eclectic taste. A 

treat to see and a pleasure to have 

been in attendance." 

Bob Hersh sent regrets that he 

could not attend the inaugural 

reunion planning session, and no 

wonder, given the globetrotting 

itinerary that fills his calendar: "As 

much as I would like to join you on 

October 2, I'm afraid I'm going to 

be out of town that day (Moncton, 

Neb., to be precise). Fact is that my 

life these days includes a great deal 

of travel. I spend at least 100 nights 

a year away from home. I've been 

to Europe five times already this 

year, with at least one more trip 

there planned for November (one 

of at least seven trips to various 

places, domestic and foreign, that I 

have scheduled between now and 

the end of the year)." 

Bob hopes (and I join in that 

hope) that one of these days he'll 

get to send a summary of his 

activities for Class Notes. 

Tom Hamilton's time travel/ 

alternate history novel has been 

released. A hard copy of Time 
for Patriots accompanied Tom to 

the reunion committee meeting. 

Alas, too late to benefit me, as my 

balky computer and I had already 

made our peace and overcome 

our respective disabilities, and I 

had got the hang of it and read the 

book online. 

The time travelers involved are 

not your typical finger-count of en¬ 

capsulated voyagers, but a whole 

section of Long Island that includes 

an entire military academy thrust 

back to 1770, the result of a physics 

experiment on campus gone awry. 

Cognizant of the consequences of 

the "butterfly effect" the masters 

of the academy try to contain the 

ambitions of their young charges 

so as to affect as little as possible 

the course of history—but not 

with a great deal of success. In 

chaos theory the "butterfly effect" 

describes how even the slightest 

variation in a dynamic system can 

create larger variations over time 

and distance and alter the system 

dramatically, that the flutter of a 

butterfly's wings can influence 

the course of distant weather 

conditions. Tom's publisher's blurb 

reads "Staten Island author chang¬ 

es the world by changing history." 

And indeed Tom, who well knows 

his history, takes considerable lib¬ 

erties with events and lives. It may 

not be so terrible that at the battle 

of Ticonderoga, Benedict Arnold, 

before having occasion to become 

the infamous traitor, is for the good 

of the country "terminated with 

extreme prejudice" by the time 

travelers; and it would be wonder¬ 

ful to contemplate what gorgeous 

music might have ensued if 

Mozart's short life had in fact been 

prolonged by penicillin, as it is 

here due to tire intercession of the 

time-travelers. For those who insist 

on their history straight, serious 

accommodation will have to be 

made to enjoy Tom's foray into 

"what if?" The premise of Tom's 

imaginative adventure has all the 

hallmarks of a TV series. 

Does Tom contemplate a sequel 

that resolves the "time paradox?" 

The "time paradox" holds that 

time travel to an earlier era would 

so impact the future that the time 

traveler could not return to the 

reality from which he departed, 

and, thus, could not have been 

able to travel to an earlier time in 

the first place. The perfect solution 

in a TV series is a final episode in 

which we learn that everything 

that preceded was only a dream 

sequence. Go to it, Tom. You can 

get years and years of residuals. 

Two sad notes: Serge Angiel, 

formerly of Maplewood, N.J.; 

Woodstock, N.Y.; and a Greek 

island, died on August 23 of com¬ 

plications from colon cancer. Bom 

in Paris, he came to the United 

States when he was 2. His attach¬ 

ment to Columbia was enduring. 

It was at Columbia that Serge 

received his M.A. and doctorate in 

education, and, unable to escape 

Several Columbians gathered at Burtt Ehrlich '61's home in Greenwich, 
Conn., to celebrate the engagement of his daughter, Julie, to Columbia 
assistant professor Noam Elcott '00. Celebrating with the family were 
(left to right) Elcott, David Ehrlich '07, Burtt Ehrlich '61, '62 Business, 
Joe Lane '61, Ken weiser '47, Jerry Speyer '62, '64 Business, Joel Fried¬ 
man '61, Jim Melcher '61, Burt Lehman '62, '65L and John Freidin '62. 

PHOTO: STEVEN EHRLICH 

his attachment to things Columbia, 

was principal of Columbia H.S. in 

Maplewood from 1973-80. From 

1980-93 he was superintendent 

of schools in the Emerson School 

District. 

Serge was a passionate skier 

and was a volunteer ski patrol¬ 

ler for the National Ski Patrol, 

during which time he was section 

chief and regional director of the 

Southern New York Region. He 

traveled frequently to Europe and 

Greece, and he and his wife, Chris, 

built their dream second home on 

a Greek island where they spent 

seven glorious extended vacations. 

Serge is survived by Chris; 

daughter, Nicole; and granddaugh¬ 

ter, Cleo. [See Obituaries.] 

We are indebted to Ivan Vamos 

for bringing this news, albeit sad, 

to our attention. Ivan and Serge 

were close friends during college 

and remained so. They enjoyed 

each others' company on many a 

ski run (Ivan is a volunteer ski pa¬ 

troller). He shares this recollection 

of his friendship with Serge: 

"Serge, myself and a few others 

with a direct tie to Europe at war 

would meet for lunches consisting 

of bread bought across the street, 

spread with 'dining hall mustard,' 

and then proceed to discuss the 

events of the world. There was a 

lot to discuss those days with the 

McCarthy era drawing to a close 

and a failed revolution in Hungary 

that was abandoned by the West. 

Both of us had Russian-sounding 

names, so we could cause a stir just 

by calling to each other in a crowd. 

We would tweak Serge (bom in 

Paris) with quips about France's 

withdrawal from Indochina, never 

dreaming that the issue would 

engulf the United States and Col¬ 

umbia only a decade later. But 

to be truthful, occasionally girls. 

skiing and even schoolwork would 

also get discussed." 

Only recently, we received 

notice that Richard Jones died on 

July 26. 

The class sends its deepest con¬ 

dolences to the families of Serge 

and Richard. 

Michael Hausig 

19418 Encino Summit 

San Antonio, TX 78259 

mhausig@yahoo.com 

Gene Milone's faculty professor¬ 

ship appointment at the Univer¬ 

sity of Calgary has been renewed 

through 2011. His two-volume 

book. Solar System Astrophysics: 
Background Science and the Inner Solar 
System & Planetary Atmospheres and 
the Outer Solar System, coauthored 

with W.J.F. Wilson, was published 

in 2008, along with a volume he 

edited with two colleagues, Short- 
Period Binary Stars: Observations, 
Analyses, and Results. Gene is orga¬ 

nizing sessions on "Photometric 

Photometry: Past and Present," for 

the History of Astronomy division 

of the American Astronomical Soci¬ 

ety at the AAS meeting in January 

in Long Beach, Calif. He will pres¬ 

ent two papers, one on photometric 

precision and differential photom¬ 

eters and photometry, and a second 

on an eccentric orbit-eclipsing 

binary, HP Draconis, that he has 

been analyzing. 

In August, Gene will attend the 

International Astronomical Union 

meeting in Rio to take over the 

presidency of IAU Commission 25 

(Photometry and Polarimetry). He 

continues to hold the chair of the 

Infrared Working Group of that 

commission. 

Gene continues to carry out 

observing projects with the updated 
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astronomical observatory (the RAO, 
for Rothney Astrophysical Observa¬ 
tory) and is searching for more 
graduate students to supervise. 
More details can be found on his 
Web site: www.ucalgary.ca/~milone. 

Gene and his wife, Helen, enjoy 
life in Calgary in the foothills of the 
Canadian Rockies, and continue to 
benefit from the wonderful Cana¬ 
dian health care system. "Hopefully 
[he wrote this before the November 
election], someday soon the folks 
back in the United States will finally 
get one that is as comprehensive 
and efficient as ours." 

Stuart Newman writes that 
last year's class fishing trip out of 
Freeport, Long Island, on October 
17, was a whale of a success. Figu¬ 
ratively, that is. They didn't catch 
any whales, but Oscar Garfein 
caught a striped bass big enough 
to feed two families, and there was 
enough bluefish, sea bass, porgy, 
blackfish and trigger fish to open a 
restaurant. 

Oscar's comment was, "The hell 
with the market downturn. Think 
of all the bucks we saved by catch¬ 
ing our own fish." 

Jack Kirik and his wife. Sue, will 
be in Las Vegas from Thanksgiv¬ 
ing until mid-April. Their condo 
looks at the 10th tee of the Painted 
Desert Golf Club. Gerry "Frenchy" 
Brodeur also lives there. Any class¬ 
mates planning to visit should call 
Jack on his cell phone: 309-791-1320. 
He could organize a class golf out¬ 
ing for those interested. 

Norm Solberg welcomed a 
daughter, Mary Elizabeth, on Au¬ 
gust 21 (it helps to have a young 
wife). Move over, Clint Eastwood! 

Tony Adler writes that the New 
York City monthly lunch club meet¬ 
ings are now being hosted by Tom 
Gochberg. They usually meet dur¬ 
ing the last week of each month, so 
if you plan to be in New York and 
wish to attend, please contact Tony: 
awadler@amleasing.com. 

Bob Salman, a member of the 
New Jersey Democratic State Com¬ 
mittee, spoke at the October class 
lunch and predicted the election 
of Barack Obama '83 as President. 
Bob campaigned for him. 

On the medical front, Jim Am- 
meen had his second knee replace¬ 
ment (surgery performed by Russ 
Warren '62). Bob McCool underwent 
triple bypass surgery at Massachu¬ 
setts General Hospital. Frenchy 
Brodeur says Bob is doing well. And 
Bill Binderman had hip replace¬ 
ment surgery. Best wishes to all for a 
speedy recovery. 

Don Bialos had an unusual 
health-related incident this spring. 
He has been a recreational runner 
for about 30 years and has been 
pretty healthy. However, one love¬ 
ly afternoon in April, Don took a 
break from his psychiatric practice 

and while running, experienced 
an attack of ventricular fibrillation. 
Fortunately, he collapsed right in 
front of a home that was being 
renovated. The workmen called 
an ambulance and after a quick re¬ 
sponse, Don was defibrillated and 
taken to a local emergency room. 
From there, he was transported 
to Yale-New Haven Hospital, 
regained consciousness and even¬ 
tually returned to some semblance 
of normal functioning. Because 
he suffered some brain damage 
from a few minutes of not getting 
oxygenated blood, it took him 
about 214 months to return to the 
point where he could think clearly 
enough to return to work. His wife 
and children worked extra hard to 
help him. 

Don feels fortunate to have 
survived this event and to return 
to pretty much his previous level 
of function. He suffered amnesia 
for two days before and 10 days 
after the event and probably will 
never have memory of what 
happened around the attack, but 
says he has been told many stories 
about the people who helped out 
in all the large and small ways that 
were needed to help him return to 
reasonable functioning. Don states 
he was fortunate in many ways 
and feels that he has been given 
an extra opportunity to live, and 
to give some things back to others 
in need. He is pleased he can con¬ 
tinue to work part-time and take 
breaks for fun things and travel. 
Don is looking forward to our 50th 
reunion in 2011. 

Bill Henslee has been an evacuee 
from Hurricane Ike since his condo 
at Clear Lake near NASA was de¬ 
clared "unsafe and uninhabitable" 
by the dty. He doesn't know at this 
point if the complex will be rebuilt, 
and as his teaching stint with UH- 
Clear Lake is over, he is considering 
relocating back to San Antonio. He 
says 15 years on the Gulf coast wait¬ 
ing for tiie "big one" is plenty. 

Sadly, Richard Horowitz passed 
away on September 11 following 
heart surgery (see Obituaries). 

John Freidin 
1020 Town Line Rd. 
Charlotte, VT 05445 

jf@bicyclevt.com 

It7 s Election Day as I write this, and 
we are fortunate to be witness¬ 
ing such a historic time! Not any 
easy time for many of us, or most 
people of the world, but a time 
of fascinating challenges and at 
least one historically encouraging 
sign. Who'd have thought that we 
of '62 would ever again be able 
to vote for someone older than 
ourselves for President — or for a 
fellow alumnus who happens to be 

African-American! 
Bill Campbell — football captain 

and coach, business leader and 
chair of the Columbia Board of 
Trustees — reports that Russ War¬ 
ren — running back and orthopedic 
surgeon extraordinaire — was 
inducted into the Columbia Athlet¬ 
ics Hall of Fame at Homecoming 
on October 4. A large group of their 
teammates were there to celebrate 
Russ' honor. Among them were Lee 
Black, Ed Little, Tom Vasell, Dick 
Hassan and Stan Waldbaum. Also 
in attendance were their teammates 
Tom O'Connor '63, Joe Matthews, 
A1 Butts '64 and John Cirigliano '64. 
Coach John Toner also attended. Bill 
writes that it was a "joyous event 
and a well-deserved honor for 
Russ." What a joy it was to watch 
their team in fall '61! 

Bill also noted, "Columbia, un¬ 
der the able leadership and vision 
of Lee Bollinger, continues to pros¬ 
per. Marthattanville is real (with 
much help from Jerry Speyer). 
Columbia is upbeat, despite the 
financial situation worldwide." 

Crawford Kilian (crof@shaw.ca) 
retired from Capilano University in 
North Vancouver, British Columbia, 
last spring. He taught there for 
40 years, since the opening of the 
university in 1968. Like many of us, 
Crawford finds "life much more 
hectic now." Apart from a couple of 
holiday trips up the coast of British 
Columbia, he's busy writing and 
running workshops on writing for 
the Web. As a part-time editor of 
British Columbia's online maga¬ 
zine, The Tyee, Crawford works 
with "young writers and some very 
sharp old-pro journalists." 

In 1978 Crawford published 
Go Do Some Great Thing: The Black 
Pioneers of British Columbia. It has 
long been out of print, but this fall 
a new and expanded edition will 
appear. Like most of his nonfiction 
books these days, it has a blog: 
http:/ / crofsblogs.typepad.com/ 
pioneers. 

Crawford also has agreed to do a 
fourth edition of Writing for the Web. 
"In the fast-changing world of the 
Web," he writes, "a yearly update 
seems necessary. My publisher also 
is interested in a book about writing 
book-length nonfiction using the 
resources on the Web — resources 
that were invaluable in revising the 
black-pioneers book." 

In addition to these projects, 
Crawford says he is compulsively 
blogging on bird flu, Web writing, 
English usage, fiction writing and 
other topics. Fortunately, he wrote, 
"my two Australian Shepherds 
make sure I get four or five walks a 
day, or I'd never pry myself away 
from the keyboard!" 

Charlie Morrow splits his time 
among Finland, New York City and 
Vermont. He has been a resident of 

Barton, Vt., in our Northeast King¬ 
dom for two years but has owned 
property there since 1979. Although 
he studied chemistry with a plan 
to attend medical school, Charlie 
realized that it made little sense 
to become a physician in order to 
support his calling. So after gradu¬ 
ation, he put medicine aside and 
followed his heart to the Marines 
College The New School for Music, 
where he studied composition and 
the trumpet. 

The monetary rewards of being a 
young composer and trumpeter be¬ 
ing what they were in 1963, Charlie 
became, in his word, "entrepreneur¬ 
ial in the arts." For 45 years he has 
been a media artist whose musical 
work ranges from events in public 
spaces to commercial soundtracks, 
new media productions, museum 
installations, and programming 
for broadcast and festivals. Charlie 
employs a collaborative style that 
fuses arts, artists and the natural 
environment. He is president and 
creative director of Charles Morrow 
Productions and chairman of the 
New Wilderness Foundation. 

Charlie's career is far too interest¬ 
ing and eclectic to do it justice here. 
But along the way he did work with 
Artie Garfunkel on arrangements 
for the timeless album. Parsley, 
Sage, Rosemary and Thyme. And in 
1969 he did the entire soundtrack 
of the feature-length, 70-mm, 
Francis Thompson film for NASA, 
Moonwalk One. But you must really 
contact Charlie directly at cm@ 
cmorrow.com to ask him to refer 
you to a couple of documents that 
summarize his extraordinary trip in 
contemporary musical composition 
and artistic performance. He also 
asked that I let you know he has an 
audio file he'd like to send you. 

Charlie is married to Carol 
Tuynman Fader, who, he writes, 
"is an inspiring person, a good or¬ 
ganizer, a good mother and a trum¬ 
pet player." Together they operate 
The New Wilderness Founda¬ 
tion, which has grown to include 
EAR Magazine of New Music; New 
Wilderness Letter: a Journal of Poetry, 
Audiographics Artists Cassettes; 
the Grand Conch Chorus; and the 
Wind Band. 

Joe Nozzolio and his wife have 
retired to Augusta, Ga., where, Joe 
writes, "The weather allows golf 
every week. That, reading, work¬ 
ing out, cooking and even working 
on my writing skills (I have en¬ 
tered two local short story contests 
in Augusta — unfortunately, the 
Augusta State creative writing 
professor also entered) occupy my 
time. I have mixed emotions about 
the coming election. My head says 
McCain, my heart, fellow Colum¬ 
bia grad Obama. But since I'm 
middle class according to Obama's 
definition, I guess I won't suffer 
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any tax increases, not." You may 

reach Joe at nozzolio@aol.com. 

Bill Benton recently e-mailed 

that he is an active alumni inter¬ 

viewer. Bill spends half his time 

in San Francisco, and the rest back 

east. "My three teenagers (14,17 

and 20 ... well, one is no longer 

a teen) keep me busy, along with 

work and avocation in voter edu¬ 

cation (developing a weekly TV 

show). I do enjoy news in CCT." 

Bill's e-mail address is wkb321@ 

hotmail.com. 

In his words, John Joyce has 

retired after "40 years of a satisfy¬ 

ing law practice in Washington, 

D.C." John and his wife, Carol '63 

Dental, spend most of their time 

traveling, playing golf, reading 

and visiting their two children 

and three grandchildren. Prior to 

his retirement, John was a partner 

in the law firm of Lerch, Early & 

Brewer. He practiced in the firm's 

commercial lending group, where 

he focused on commercial and 

real estate lending, loan workouts, 

restructurings and creditors' rights. 

John represented financial institu¬ 

tions in virtually every aspect of 

banking law and frequently lec¬ 

tured on commercial lending and 

other business subjects. His e-mail 

is jcjoyce@msn.com. 

From warm Memphis, John 

Boatner writes that he published 

about a year ago a manual: Impro¬ 
vising at the Piano (How to get 
Started). "This manual," says John, 

"sells faster than I can get it printed! 

(Please see my Web site: www. 

johnboatnermusic.com.) I am only 

now starting to market it outside 

Memphis. Also, I have recently 

issued three demonstration CDs: 

(1) a 2007 performance in Memphis 

of my Cantata for Gospel Singers, 
Negro Baptists, and Episcopalians; 
(2) my Toot Sweet Trilogy — three 

theater pieces for performed music, 

alternating with spoken verbal 

material; and (3) an original musical 

composition on the Cinderella story 

— a children's ballet." 

Finally, I recently received a 

remarkable e-mail from Ed Press¬ 

man. IFs worth reading in full. So 

here it is verbatim: 

"I am writing these notes at 6 

a.m., November 5, after being up 

all night watching history. During 

the weekend I had traveled to 

Pennsylvania to canvass for the 

Obama campaign. It was a special 

experience to play even a tiny part 

in this process. I am so proud of 

America and never felt that we 

would see the election of this very 

special man. 

"As the evening wore on and it 

became obvious how the election 

would turn out, I thought of three 

people who had shaped my views 

on the 400-year stain on our coun¬ 

try of slavery and race relations. 

"Firstly, my dad made me aware 

of racial inequality when I was only 

8. He constantly pointed out that 

the United States would never be 

a complete democracy until we 

removed the baggage of racism. He 

taught me that America must con¬ 

stantly work to remove that cancer. 

"The other two men were 

Columbians. 

"Professor James Shenton '49 

taught us that the institution of 

slavery was as pernicious as any 

evil in the world. He put it in a 

context that was so real that one 

could never feel comfortable until 

all the vestiges of discrimination 

are excised from our nation. We 

have taken a huge step in that 

process. Professor Shenton was 

not only a teacher to me. He was a 

moral and ethical guide in helping 

me look at all other people without 

judgment. 

"Thirdly, I thought of Professor 

Eric Foner '63. Eric was my neigh¬ 

bor in the dorms as well as a 

friend and fellow classmate in the 

Civil War Seminar with Professor 

Shenton. Eric is not only a great 

professor at Columbia, but also a 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author. I 

have read all his published works, 

but the one which stood out for 

me was Reconstruction: America's 
Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877, 
which emphasized how African- 

Americans tried to overcome the 

disadvantages and resistances that 

faced them after the war. 

"We have entered a new era in 

the story of America and to be a 

part of it is so very special." 

Paul Neshamkin 

1015 Washington St., 

Apt. 50 

Hoboken, NJ 07030 

pauln@helpauthors.com 

Wmter is here, and your class¬ 

mates have started to mark off yet 

another school year (even after 

graduation, this remains a constant 

cycle). Starting in September, the 

monthly class lunches commenced 

their fifth year at the Columbia 

Club Grill Room. The football 

season got off to a poor start, but 

the Homecoming game on October 

4 turned out to be a nail-biter. On 

this beautiful, warm Saturday, 

many of your classmates arrived 

early to celebrate in the tent at 

Baker Field. Among those were 

Benita and Henry Black, Alice and 

Rich Gochman, Don Margolis, 

Phil Satow, Larry Neuman, and 

Ruth and Paul Neshamkin. Tom 

O'Connor came over to join us for 

a while; he was with an especially 

large group of former football 

captains at the football alumni tent. 

I saw Lee Lowenfish in the stands, 

and I'm sure there were others 

there who I sadly missed. Bettye 

and Steve Barcan joined Ruth and 

me in the stands along with Larry 

Neuman and his son, Andreas 

'98. We all stayed to the bitter end. 

Visit the CC63ers Web site (www. 

cc63ers.com) for pictures. 

I received a good, long note 

from Rich Juro, which reads, 

"Wasn't able to make it to the last 

'63 reunion so I thought I'd finally 

update you. 

"I married Fran in 1964. We 

started traveling to distant places 

immediately after I graduated from 

Columbia Law in '66 by doing 

Europe on $5 / day from Tangier to 

Scandinavia to Yugoslavia, plus 12 

days in the good old U.S.S.R. Then 

we moved to Omaha, Fran's home, 

pending a draft notice. I never was 

called up, primarily because our 

son, Kevin '89, was bom soon after 

(we think he was conceived on the 

overnight train from Helsinki to 

Moscow). 

"Rather than practice law, I was 

doing the next best thing: running 

grocery stores. In 1980, we started 

No Frills Supermarkets, the first 

price-impact warehouse style 

stores in this area. After spend¬ 

ing 42 years in the business and 

growing it to 16 supermarkets, we 

recently sold the company to our 

senior management team, thus 

keeping it independent and locally 

owned. Business honors have in¬ 

cluded being on the board of direc¬ 

tors of the National Grocers Associ¬ 

ation, chairman of the Nebraska 

Grocery Industry Association and 

a recent Lifetime Achievement 

Award from the latter. 

"Fran and I have three kids: 

Kevin '89, an itinerant pediatrician 

who lives in New Orleans and 

works at Habitat for Humanity 

in between jobs, and daughters 

Kimara and Keri, both of whom 

work at No Frills, plus three grand¬ 

children, 8-year-old twins Jackson 

and Cooper, and 4-year-old Ken¬ 

nedy Brooklyn (yes, my daughter 

and son-in-law drought it would 

be nice to honor my birthplace 

with the middle name). 

"Longtime personal interests 

have included chess, tennis, a 

backyard full of Shona (Zimbab¬ 

we) stone sculptures and travel, 

especially to less-developed areas. 

We've been fortunate to visit many 

places, including countries such 

as Haiti, Zimbabwe and northern 

Pakistan that now are probably not 

advisable. Among the most interest¬ 

ing have been Ethiopia, Armenia, 

Easter Island and New Guinea; 

the most beautiful include New 

Zealand, Namibia and Antarctica. 

We are thinking about joining next 

summer's Columbia 'Arctic Odys¬ 

sey: a Symposium on Global Warm¬ 

ing and Climate Control,' which 

includes an expedition to Wrangel 

Island on the Kapitan Khlebnikov. 
"As to community activities, I 

am on the executive boards of the 

Omaha Community Playhouse 

(the nation's largest community 

playhouse) and the Great Plains 

Region of the Anti-Defamation 

League. I'm somewhat proud of 

being the only person active with 

both the Nebraska ACLU and 

the Omaha Police Foundation 

Board. And I was the community 

representative to the University of 

Nebraska-Omaha Faculty-Athletic 

Committee. (Incidentally, Jim 

Johnson has long been a professor 

of political science at UNO.)" 

Amie Barkman wrote a note re¬ 

garding the Fort Worth 3, who we 

featured last year. "After the pix 

appeared in the national magazine 

[CCT], I got an e-mail from Bob 

Whelan, living in a Dallas suburb 

and teaching at the University of 

Texas at Arlington. So our ad hoc 

lunch group has expanded to four. 

May be able to get you a new pic 

one of these days. 

"Then I got a picture of the group 

from Michael Bumagin, who sadly 

related that 'the monthly meeting 

of the CC'63 Tarrant county alumni 

lacked Bob Whelan, who couldn't 

escape work.'" 

You can all see a new picture 

on the CC63ers Web site of Bruce 

Miller, Michael Bumagin and Amie 

Barkman, who all gathered for 

bagels at Einstein's near Texas Chris¬ 

tian University, where Bruce and 

Amie are professors of physics and 

accounting, respectively. Michael, 

still in scrubs, had recently returned 

from "enhancing" the local scenery. 

Michael adds, "We all regret missing 

the 45th reunion, but are serious 

about attending the 50th!" 

I'm sure that there must be oth¬ 

ers of you out in the far comers of 

this great land finding comfort with 

your dispersed classmates. Please 

send us news and pictures of your 

gatherings. And if you'd like to 

reach out and search for classmates 

in your area, let me know — I can 

put you in touch. 

Barry Reiss and his wife, Brenda, 

celebrated the wedding of their 

youngest child (Sara) at the Tribeca 

Rooftop in Manhattan. Congratula¬ 

tions to you all. 

Steve Barcan reports an interest¬ 

ing bit of serendipity. He and his 

wife, Bettye, were in Central Park 

for the NYC Marathon to watch 

their son, Adam, finish in three 

hours — he finished 1,190 out of 

the 40,000 runners. After the race, 

they sat on a bench and noticed 

that it had been endowed by Dale 

and Doug Anderson for their 25th 

anniversary. I wonder what the 

odds are. Now I wonder if Doug 

will tell us what led him to endow 

this Central Park bench — Doug? 

I reported in the last issue that 
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Lee Lowenfish's Seymour-award- 

winning biography, Branch Rickey: 
Baseball's Ferocious Gentleman, 
would be out in paperback with 

a new introduction this spring. I 

told Lee I would be his press agent 

here, and I meant it. You should 

all make a point to go out and buy 

this book. (And if anyone else has a 

book you'd like me to plug, write!) 

Joe Applebaum writes from 

Washington, D.C., that he has "no 

specific news, but the next few 

months should be an extremely 

interesting time at GAO. We have 

some statutory duties under Presi¬ 

dential transitions, and this will be 

the first one that I'll have a chance 

to participate in." 

Joe, I haven't visited Washington 

for a transition period since 1980, 

and I must say that even though I 

was not directly involved, it was a 

fascinating phenomenon to witness. 

And certainly in a period like this, 

the Government Accountability 

Office must be a fascinating place. I 

hope you'll share your observations 

here or at a class lunch. 

Remember, the Class of '63 

lunches are still going strong at 

the Columbia Club on West 43rd 

Street, so plan to visit New York 

and join us. The next gatherings 

are on January 8 and February 12. 

Check the Web site for details. 

In the meantime, let us know 

what you are up to, how you're 

doing and what's next. 
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Ira Jaffe was in New York for a few 

days and we met at the Columbia 

Club for breakfast. Ira founded the 

film department at the University 

of New Mexico. Although he has 

retired from academic life, Ira 

continues to write and is at work 

on a new book about film direc¬ 

tors. He and his wife live on a large 

ranch in New Mexico, which, as 

he describes it, seems to capture 

the image of a southwestern ranch: 

unimpeded views to the horizon, 

wild flowers, wild grass and silent 

nights of star-filled skies. 

Speaking of film: I am especially 

happy to report that The Windmill 
Movie, a film written, edited and 

directed by my son, Alexander, 

was shown at this year's New York 

Film Festival at Lincoln Center. It 

was a very exciting event, and you 

can only guess at how happy and 

proud my wife, Jacqueline, and I 

were. 

Mark the date on your calendars: 

Our 45th class reunion will be held 

from Thursday, June 4-Sunday, 

June 7. Those involved in the 

planning include Adam Bender, 

Steve Case, Tony David, Kevin De- 

Marrais, Henry Epstein, Howard 

Jacobson, Gil Kahn, Ed Leavy, 

Peter Lowitt, Daniel Press, Ira Rox- 

land, Nick Rudd, Steve Solomon, 

Irv Spitzberg, Peter Thall, Allan 

Tobias and Ivan Weissman. 

Leonard B. Pack 

924 West End Ave. 

New York, NY 10025 

packlb@aol.com 

Ron Chevako shared an e-mail 

exchange he had with Larry 

Guido. Larry sent Ron pictures of 

his grandchildren. On the subject 

of grandchildren, Ron replied, "No 

photo of 12-year-old grandson 

but news flash — Saturday night 

we played 'Oh Hell' (remember 

that?) on our back patio, and I am 

pleased to report that my son-in- 

law (the Italian) Tony — the smart 

guy — was the previous winner, so 

he intelligently came in last, allow¬ 

ing his son, Julian, not to be in that 

position. After we all ganged up 

on Terry — remember her? — we 

got her down from first to third, 

leaving the two older citizens in 

first and second place. I leave it to 

your collective good judgment — 

Grandy or Grandpa!" Ron can be 

reached at pri@chevako.net. 

Barry Kamins was appointed a 

New York City criminal court judge 

on September 11.1 last mentioned 

Barry in this column when he 

became president of The Associa¬ 

tion of the Bar of the City of New 

York. Barry stepped down from that 

position in May, after a two-year 

term, so, from now on, Barry may 

be addressed as "Justice Kamins." 

Michael Moore has been 

appointed s.v.p. of business de¬ 

velopment and aircraft brokerage 

at JetDirect Aviation in Burl¬ 

ingame, Calif. Mike was quoted 

in JetDirect's press release as fol¬ 

lows: "We spent the past several 

months building an experienced 

sales team of industry profes¬ 

sionals so we can harness their 

combined experience and exper¬ 

tise on behalf of our management 

clients and other turbine aircraft 

owners. Whether representing 

a buyer or seller, we tailor our 

efforts to meet each client's indi¬ 

vidual travel requirements and 

appetite for investment. Our job 

is to help them to understand the 

market and provide a personal¬ 

ized aircraft management solu¬ 

tion — whether acquiring, selling 

or exchanging." 

Before taking on his current role 

at JetDirect, Mike was v.p., market¬ 

ing and sales, at TAG Aviation 

USA. His 30-plus years of manage¬ 

ment experience in the aviation 

industry also include flight opera¬ 

tions and training, aircraft sales 

and after-market product support 

for aircraft original equipment 

manufacturers as well leading 

maintenance organizations. Mike 

is a retired naval aviator and a 

captain in the Naval Reserve. 

The Honorable Flemming 

Norcott, associate justice of the Con¬ 

necticut Supreme Court, made the 

news last October when he joined 

the court's majority opinion in Kerri¬ 
gan v. Commissioner of Public Health. 
With that decision, the Connecticut 

Supreme Court struck down that 

state's civil union law and ruled 

that same-sex couples have a right 

under Connecticut's Constitution 

to marry. Connecticut thus joined 

Massachusetts and California in 

legalizing gay marriages (although 

California's law was changed 

on Election Day by a statewide 

referendum). Striking at the heart 

of discriminatory traditions in 

America, the court, in language that 

often rose above the legal landscape 

into rounds of social justice for the 

new century, recalled that laws in 

the not so distant past barred inter¬ 

racial marriages, excluded women 

from occupations and official duties 

and relegated blacks to separate but 

supposedly equal public facilities. 

"Like these once prevalent views, 

our conventional understanding 

of marriage must yield to a more 

contemporary appreciation of the 

rights entitled to constitutional 

protection," the majority opinion 

declared. "Interpreting our state's 

constitutional provisions in ac¬ 

cordance with firmly established 

equal protection principles leads 

inevitably to the conclusion that 

gay persons are entitled to marry 

the otherwise qualified same-sex 

partner of their choice," the decision 

declared. "To decide otherwise 

would require us to apply one set 

of constitutional principles to gay 

persons and another to all others." 

Leon Rosenstein, now fully re¬ 

tired professor emeritus of philoso¬ 

phy at San Diego State University, 

has not abandoned his scholarly 

career. His lengthy article, Heideg¬ 
ger's Aesthetics, appeared in the 

June issue of Studies in the Humani¬ 
ties; and his book. Antiques: The 
History of an Idea, was published by 

Cornell University Press in Decem¬ 

ber. Leon writes that this is not just 

"another book about antiques," but 

a serious scholarly endeavor in the 

philosophy of art and in the history 

of ideas/history of consciousness. 

His highly innovative philosophi¬ 

cal argument is supported by an 

extensive empirical confirmation 

that fleshes out this idea's historical 

development — in what he calls an 

"archeology" that details antiques 

collecting and connoisseurship in 

Western Civilization. It also con¬ 

nects and contrasts the aesthetic 

experience of the antique as such 

with that of "fine art" objects 

generally (insofar as these can be 

distinguished from "craft" objects), 

with quotidian objects, and in 

particular with the experience of 

"theory-laden" contemporary fine 

art works. Thus, the book touches 

on some of the most difficult and 

fundamental issues in art theory 

— as well as its primary subject, 

antiques. (Details can be found at 

www.comellpress.comell.edu / 

cup_detail.taf?ti_id=5264.) 

Leon assists his wife, Sara, in 

their antiques business in San 

Diego as the extra "eye." Believing 

that San Diego is a great place to 

live, "but, apart from climate and 

various water sports, you wouldn't 

want to visit here," he travels 

the world as much as possible. 

In addition, as president of The 

Classical Alliance of the Western 

States, Leon gives travel-study 

tours of various parts of the world 

— especially, of late, Egypt and the 

Middle East — that concentrate on 

art, archeology and culture past 

and present. 

I asked Leon for more informa¬ 

tion. He writes that he lives with 

"just two Persian cats and lots of 

antiquities filling an 'antique' — 

at least by San Diego standards 

— old house in the Bankers Hill 

section of San Diego, two miles 

from the center of town and about 

four miles from the Pacific beaches. 

It really is a great place to live — 

and we enjoy many lavish dinner 

parties — since the 'struggle for 

existence' (although not absent) is 

not so much in evidence here in 

San Diego as in New York, which 

we do visit every now and then." 

I asked Leon if he sees any class¬ 

mates in San Diego. He responded 

in the negative, but added, "In fact, 

the only classmate I ever see regu¬ 

larly — usually in Paris, Norman¬ 

dy or NYC — is Dan Carlinsky, 

along with his wife, Nancy." 

After reading Leon's new book, 

you can reach him at rosenstl@ 

mail.sdsu.edu. 

I got a nice note from Daniel 

Waitzman. I remember him from 

our college years as the fellow 

who never appeared on campus 

without clutching his flute case 

tightly across his chest, as if it were 

a newborn baby. That cherished 

bundle has borne fruit. Dan is a 

winner of the Concert Artists Guild 

Competition. He has published a 

number of his musical composi¬ 

tions, including most recently a 

Quartet in B-flat Major for Flute or 
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Violin, Viola, Pianoforte or Harpsi¬ 
chord, and Violincello; Four Songs to 
Poems by Nicholas Kalkines Andrian, 
for Soprano or Countertenor and 
Piano or Harpsichord, dedicated to 

Nicholas Kalkines Andrian and 

Joyce Pytkowicz; and Sonata in 
D Minor for Viola and Pianoforte or 
Harpsichord. Dan recently received 

several awards from ASCAP for 

his compositions. 

Stuart Berkman 

Rua Mello Franco, 580 

Teresopolis, Rio de Janeiro 

25960-531 Brasil 

smbl02@columbia.edu 

In October, ThermoEnergy Corp. 

appointed Arthur Reynolds '65 to 

its board of directors. According 

to the company's CEO, "With his 

40-year career in the energy, inter¬ 

national finance and investment 

banking industries, Mr. Reynolds 

represents a tremendous resource 

on which the ThermoEnergy 

management team can draw as the 

company increases its international 

presence in the clean water and 

clean energy industries." 

Arthur is the founder and 

managing director of Rexon, a 

financial consulting firm with of¬ 

fices in London and New York. He 

lives in New Jersey and maintains 

offices in New York and London, 

and is on the Board of Directors 

of Apogee Technologies and the 

International Festival Society. 

Mark Levine pointed out to 

us that Kenneth Kimerling, legal 

director for the Asian American 

Legal Defense and Education 

Fund, successfully spearheaded 

a major lawsuit against two res¬ 

taurants in Manhattan. He joined 

forces with an outside law firm, 

which worked on a pro bono basis. 

The amount of $4.6 million was 

awarded to 36 delivery workers, 

all immigrants from China, who 

were earning substantially below 

the federal minimum wage. 

We learned recently of the passing 

of Robert D. Caldwell, who was a 

retired publishing executive. He died 

in San Antonio, Texas, in July. 

67 
Albert Zonana 

425 Arundel Rd. 

Goleta, CA 93117 

azl64@columbia.edu 

Tony Greco wrote: "I've had the 

pleasure of attending three wed¬ 

dings of children of our classmates 

in the past two Augusts, all in New 

England. In August 2007, Ken 

Kramer's daughter, Caren, was 

married in Salem, Mass., with sev¬ 

eral other classmates in attendance. 

A year later, a veritable mini-re¬ 

union of the Class of '67 took place 

with the wedding of Ira Krakow's 

daughter, Laura. Other classmates 

present were Billy Heinbach, Ken 

Kramer, George Santiccioli and 

Harold Wechsler. And a couple of 

weeks after that, Alan Sachs' son, 

Stephen, was married in an idylli- 

cally lush setting in Vermont's Mad 

River Valley." 

Arthur Spector 

271 Central Park West 

New York, NY 10024 

abszzzz@aol.com 

Greetings from the rainy Upper West 

Side, where as I write this I have just 

returned after attending a wonderful 

Columbia College event, the annual 

fall Dean's Scholarship Reception. 

Dean Austin Quigley talked about 

the continuing commitment to en¬ 

suring that our students' parents can 

afford to send them to Columbia. 

An exceptionally fascinating senior 

spoke. Nhu-Y Ngo '09 grew up in 

Nebraska, where her family had 

relocated from Vietnam. She has an 

amazing story of challenging times 

and good fortune. Sitting at my table 

was a first-year. She is from China, 

but she and her family lived in South 

Carolina. She is the first in the family 

to go to college, and is a bright and 

charming young woman thrilled to 

be here and living on the eighth floor 

of Carman, where I did time a long 

time ago with some of you. Dean of 

Alumni Affairs and Development 

Derek Wittner '65 spoke as well. 

He's a real gem of the ocean. 

Now onto "Columbia, the Gem of 

the Ocean," a patriotic song popular 

in the 19th and early 20th century. 

"Columbia" was commonly under¬ 

stood as a poetic name for the United 

States of America at that time. So 

much for a modest digression. 

I went to the Milstein Hall of 

Ocean Life at the American Museum 

of Natural History on November 13 

for the Alexander Hamilton Award 

Dinner and to wish Quigley well on 

his stepping down as Dean of the 

College at the end of this academic 

year. 

Most recently, I am pleased to 

report that my ice skates still fit, 

and I went skating with a friend 

at Rockefeller Center's rink on a 

recent Saturday night. She and I 

had such a fun time. It was indeed 

a beautiful evening to be there. Ma¬ 
dame Butterfly at the Met is coming 

up soon enough, too. 

Just a brief note about football. 

Homecoming was a good outing 

for the Lions; we were edged out 

by Princeton though we played ex¬ 

tremely well. I saw Frank Cicero '92 

and his wife and most importantly, 

newborn son, Jules, at his first game. 

We beat Dartmouth a few games 

later and can win another game or 

two. I am looking forward to bas¬ 

ketball, where we have two 7-foot 

centers — one can play this year 

and one will be eligible next year. 

And for those of you who knew Bob 

Costa '67, his daughter, Carolyn '12, 

is a WKCR-FM sports person. I have 

heard her doing some football. Seth 

Weinstein and Paul de Baiy made 

it to some games this year. And 

John Roy was at Homecoming but I 

somehow missed him. 

Buzz Zucker wrote the follow¬ 

ing: "I ran my sixth and last NYC 

Marathon on Sunday; I have very 

sore legs right now. My walk kind 

of resembles Frankenstein's. I ran 

with my son's girlfriend, who was 

doing her first. The weather was 

ideal, so it was a spectacular day. 

I had predicted 4:30-5:00 (expect¬ 

ing to be closer to 5:00). She started 

breaking down with a bad knee 

midway, so we did a 5:03 (with the 

second half being 29 minutes slower 

than the first half). The benefit to me 

was that I was quite fresh at the end 

and could really enjoy the fabulous 

crowds the last four miles. And I was 

able to get nice hugs and kisses from 

Paula Radcliffe and Ludmila Petrova 

- the women who finished first and 

second and are longtime friends 

from my volunteering days, which 

ended last year. Next year will be my 

best ever—I will awake at 9 a.m., 

move to the living room couch, turn 

on the TV to watch the race, shut it 

off at noon and take a nap. My next 

problem is that two of my grandchil¬ 

dren have announced that they want 

to try it when they reach 18. 

"My oldest (not interested in 

running) recently got her driver's 

license. Scary. And she has started 

to look at colleges. Her one condi¬ 

tion is that she must be in or near 

the city so she can continue to try 

to match my theater-going. She has 

already seen more than 50 — not 

bad for someone her age. Maybe 

Columbia? And we look forward 

to our next family Club Med trip in 

Cancun in February; we should be 

around 30 people this year." 

Hey Buzz, maybe we can get an¬ 

other Zucker to come to Columbia. 

I ran, as you know, a number of 

NYC marathons. My last was 1998. 

I am really impressed that you ran. 

Good job. I watched on TV and 

saw Paula and Ludmila come in, 

but I missed the kisses and you. 

Hollis Petersen and his wife, 

Ann, are keeping busy with mostly 

nonprofit causes, including his 

being treasurer of a land trust in 

Rhode Island. He reported that his 

small state has politics embedded 

in everything there and of special 

note, to my surprise, was that the 

unemployment rate there was at 

8.8 percent... and he expects much 

worse. I am in his camp, too, but 

my eternal optimism, I hope, will 

prove to be correct. 

Bob Brandt sent a note wonder¬ 

ing if we Columbia folks will get to 

stay in the Lincoln Bedroom now 

that we have an alumnus in the 

White House. 

Hey Bob, maybe we can have a 

raffle event with the winner sleep¬ 

ing there, and the money going to 

scholarships? 

Nigel Paneth sent the note to 

follow. I enjoyed chatting with him 

at the reunion and am glad to see 

he is busy at work. 

"I'm heavily involved in a 

newly emerging national research 

effort that I hope will survive all 

the current fiscal exigencies — the 

National Children's Study. This 

is a very ambitious plan, set in 

motion by Congress and funded 

through NIH, that will recruit 

100,000 children, beginning prior 

to conception in some cases, and 

continuing to age 21. It will take a 

comprehensive look at all potential 

causes of childhood disease and 

problems of development, from the 

molecular to the social, but with 

a special focus on environmental 

toxins. A sample of 105 counties 

has been selected to represent the 

United States in this study; five 

of the counties are in Michigan. I 

lead a coalition of scientists from 

the major health institutions in our 

state to conduct the project here. 

"This study has more promise 

than any I know of to sort out why 

we continue to experience (without 

any decline in recent times) con¬ 

genital malformations, premature 

birth, autism, asthma and a host of 

other conditions. Since I'm writing 

on Election Day, this seems a good 

time to note that these disorders 

strike the families of Republicans, 

Democrats and Independents, and 

support for the resources needed to 

keep research like this going should 

come from everyone, whatever his 

or her political affiliation. Without 

this research, iT s hard to imagine 

that we will make any impact at all 

on these important and often debili- 
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tating child health problems." 

Bill Joseph sent this wonderful 

update (hope to see him soon when 

he is town): "Sarah 'called' for a 

Women's Commentary, which was 

published 10 months ago. It's called 

The Torah, A Women's Commentary. 
It is the first commentary published 

solely by women. It was written 

by more than 100 women scholars, 

rabbis, cantors and educators, and 

it sold out. I've become the chair¬ 

man of the board of Bellefaire JCB, 

the largest social service agency in 

Ohio, with a budget in excess of 

$50 million, specializing in troubled 

children, operating more than 150 

foster homes, an adoption agency 

and having recently focused on 

a school for autistic children, 

including a residency home, and 

coordinating with Harvard to 

publish a new visual vocabulary 

computer software system for 

autistic children." 

Peter Janovsky sent a note about 

college bands, noting that Columbia 

1968 was raucous but they are to¬ 

day, too. Pete, why don't you have 

an alumni band event at a football 

game next year? Greg Winn will 

play drums for sure. Hope the 

twins are acting like teenagers. I 

know, not yet. 

Joe Wihnyk '70 shared that his 

latest article made the cover of The 
Celator magazine, and he is sending 

a copy. I will report on it when it 

arrives. 

Phil Mandelker sent a note 

from Tel Aviv wishing me a Happy 

New Year as he celebrated his 62nd 

birthday on Yom Kippur. Sounds 

like a good date for such an event. 

David Phillips, formerly of 

the ancient Class of 1967, but who 

ended up joining our class, smart 

fellow that he was and is, wrote: "In 

April, I retired from the San Fran¬ 

cisco law firm where I had been 

practicing for 19 years. Not working 

is much better than working. I am 

nearing completion of an autobiog¬ 

raphy that includes chapters on my 

college career, the Student Draft In¬ 

formation Center (which I founded 

and ran), the Columbia strike in 

1968 and my subsequent time at 

the School of Library Service (M.S. 

1974). When I finish it, I will send a 

copy to the University Archives. In 

August, the last surviving knight 

of the Russian (Tsarist) Order of the 

Compassionate Heart knighted me 

and one other person, admitted us 

to membership and gave us each 

a diploma and a handsome medal 

with an orange and black striped 

ribbon." 

Jon Kotch sent this update, a 

"capsule of Kotch tales from the 

past year. 

"Moved from suburban Chapel 

Hill to a loft in a converted tobacco 

warehouse in downtown Durham, 

designed by Alexandras Wash- 

bum, New York City's chief urban 

designer. 

"Won a competitive research 

leave to work with children in Ed¬ 

inburgh for six months. Involved in 

policy development in the areas of 

child injury prevention, fetal alcohol 

spectrum disorders, and promot¬ 

ing physical activity and healthy 

weight. I was interviewed on BBC 

Scotland and gave an invited talk at 

the 60th anniversary celebration of 

NHS Scotland in Glasgow. 

"Came home to Durham for the 

birth of Daniel Mordecai Kotch 

on May 18. Parents are Seth Kotch 

'01 and Anne Olivar '01. Missed 

the actual birth, however, because 

from Durham I went to Vietnam 

to negotiate an agreement with 

the Hanoi School of Public Health 

to help prevent lead poisoning in 

mral villages near Hanoi, where 

automobile batteries are smelted 

into lead ingot in homes. Returned 

to Edinburgh, having to miss the 

reunion as a result. (Jon, this is 

Arthur ... You are not forgiven for 

missing the reunion, and we will 

figure out what the appropriate 

punishment should be. It is true 

the excuse seems like a good one, 

though. So maybe champagne for 

the class at the next reunion.) 

"Received the Martha May 

Eliot Award in October, the high¬ 

est award in Maternal and Child 

Health of the American Public 

Health Association. 

"Our nearly finished family 

home in the mountains of North 

Carolina's Ashe County is the first 

green residence certified by the Na¬ 

tional Association of Homebuilders 

in the North Carolina high country, 

according to Boone's High Country 
Press. Classmates welcome!" 

Ed De Sear sent a quick update, 

too: "I will be teaching law stu¬ 

dents in Samara, Russia, for two 

weeks in February as a visiting law 

professor. Brrrrr. 

"I will be doing this under the 

auspices of the Center of Interna¬ 

tional Legal Studies visiting profes¬ 

sor program for senior lawyers (I 

spent a week being trained for this 

in Salzburg, Austria, in October). 

At the training session I became 

friends with an interesting group 

of lawyers my age from all over 

the United States. Each of us will 

be teaching in a different city 

somewhere behind what used to be 

called the Iron Curtain (from Siberia 

in the east to Kosovo in the west)." 

OK, Professor De Sear, bring a 

few students back to Columbia, 

and enjoy the teaching. I think we 

have enough faculty types to start 

Columbia in Barbados. Report 

back on the teaching experience. If 

Putin, a lawyer I believe, sits in on 

your class, get a picture. 

So classmates, we can get North 

Carolinians to send us news, too — 

so let's hear from you soon. 

I am glad to be able to report to 

you a few items from the class and 

wish you all a wondrous new year, 

full of good cheer and good health 

and good fortune for the country 

and tire new administration. Hope 

to have seen, or see, some of you at a 

basketball game. Happy New Year. 
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Every two years, I have a depend¬ 

able news item from Election Day: 

the reelection of Jerry Nadler. By 

an overwhelming margin, Jerry 

has been elected to a ninth full 

term in the House of Representa¬ 

tives from New York's Eighth 

Congressional District. Jerry has 

served as an assistant whip and is 

a senior member of the House Ju¬ 

diciary Committee and the House 

Transportation Committee, as well 

as chairman of the Constitution, 

Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

Subcommittee. 

Of course, there was even more 

press attention focused on the 

member of the Class of 1983 who 

is the first graduate of Columbia to 

be elected President. My daughter, 

Abby '10, and I had the privilege 

of meeting Barack Obama '83 at 

a spring 2007 gathering and to 

directly express to him our support 

for him as a fellow member of the 

Columbia community. 

Beyond the news about Jerry, I re¬ 

ceived no news from classmates until 

I sent out e-mails soliciting news. 

Here are the replies that I received. 

Robert Friedman writes: "Only 

news to report is that I recently 

changed jobs. I left Fortune, where 

I had been international editor for 

the past seven years, and in April 

joined Bloomberg News as an 

editor at large. The timing was ex¬ 

cellent: I'm helping coordinate cov¬ 

erage of the global financial melt¬ 

down, one of the great business 

stories of our time. Also happy to 

have left the world of print media, 

which continues to shrivel, for a 

digital media organization that's 

actually growing and thinking 

ambitiously and creatively about 

news. I also spent a fair amount 

of time earlier this year helping to 

organize a conference at Columbia 

to mark the 40th anniversary of 

the 1968 student protests. We had 

about 300 participants, including a 

good contingent of former Spectator 
editors like myself. It was great 

seeing everyone again, listening 

to rousing and reflective speeches, 

and contemplating how far we've 

come in 40 years." 

Jonathan Adelman continues 

as a professor at the Josef Korbel 

School of International Studies at 

the University of Denver and has 

published two more books. Last 

fall, Routledge published his edited 

work. Hitler and His Allies in World 
War II, and this spring will publish 

his authored work. The Rise of Israel: 
A History of a Revolutionary State. 
Jonathan's 13th book will be Global 
Threats; it should be finished some¬ 

time next year. Jonathan continues 

to travel a lot — Israel and Jordan 

last summer, China last fall. And 

he keeps busy on other fronts, with 

frequent traveling in the United 

States to give talks on Israel and 

in September briefing the Chief of 

Naval Operations Executive Panel 

on northeast Asia. 

But, Jonathan reports, "Colum¬ 

bia's greatest impression may 

well have been in another area. I 

recently got married to Deborah 

Jordy, a former associate curator 

at the Denver Art Museum who 

now directs the Colorado Business 

Committee for the Arts. Without 

the sophomore year courses in arts 

and music humanities, who knows 

if I ever would have had the cour¬ 

age to marry someone in the arts?" 

Jonathan's son, David, is in Israel 

at Tel Aviv University in the One 

Semester Program (and soon will 

be in Beijing studying Mandarin) 

before going to college. 

From Eric Witkin: "In April, I 

joined the New York City office of 

Littler Mendelson as special coun¬ 

sel, where I continue to do what I 

have done for more than 35 years: 

represent management in employ¬ 

ment law litigation, defending em¬ 

ployers against employee claims 

such as discrimination, harass¬ 

ment, hostile work environment, 

retaliation, wrongful discharge and 

intentional infliction of emotional 

distress. I love the work. All of the 

cases involve issues about people, 

and people continue to fascinate 

me. Littler is a national law firm 

concentrating its practice in labor 

and employment law, with more 

than 700 attorneys in 45 offices, 

so it is very deep in the kind of 

resources that help me do what I 

do. But it remains a small world: 

Mark Webber practices in Littler's 

Cleveland office. 

"I look forward to a huge turnout 

at our 40th class reunion this spring. 

I really enjoyed seeing those who 

made it to the 35th. I hope all of 
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our classmates make every effort to 

show up." 

John Bemson "has resurfaced 

in the New York area." After get¬ 

ting an M.B.A. from Columbia in 

1972, John spent 27 years in the 

international banking business, 

mostly with Citibank, "dodging a 

few bombs and bullets and hijacked 

once along the way." He lived in 

Beirut, Athens, Istanbul, Seoul 

and Amsterdam before giving up 

the banking business and taking 

up a job as CFO of the American 

University of Beirut. At AUB, John, 

wife Sheila and son Jake "found a 

great cause, a nice bunch of people 

and a highly enjoyable way of life." 

John adds: "With heavy hearts we 

left Beirut under Israeli bombard¬ 

ment in summer 2006. Now we 

are resettled in Chappaqua, N.Y., 

where Sheila and I grew up. I 

now am CFO of Sarah Lawrence 

College, another great cause. I 

attract trouble wherever I go, a war 

here, a revolution there and more 

than a few financial crises, so I feel 

very much at home in the current 

financial tumult. 'It7 s only money/ 

These hardships have the potential 

to bring us together, and force us 

to do some things we needed to do 

anyway." 

Am Howitt writes: "Looking 

forward to seeing friends at our 

40th reunion. After 24 years as ex¬ 

ecutive director/associate director 

of the A. Alfred Taubman Center 

for State and Local Government 

at Harvard's Kennedy School of 

Government, I switched allegiance 

last July to another of the school's 

research centers, the Ash Institute 

for Democratic Governance and 

Innovation, where I also am execu¬ 

tive director. The change isn't just 

a modest (and, to classmates, no 

doubt inconsequential) difference 

in affiliation (I didn't even change 

office locations) but a reflection of 

the fact that in the past six years 

my work has become increas¬ 

ingly focused on international 

issues, after a professional lifetime 

concentrating nearly exclusively on 

U.S. sub-national institutions and 

intergovernmental relations. 

"At the Ash Institute, I over¬ 

see our research and executive 

education activities. Personally, I 

am deeply engaged in a range of 

programs for senior government 

officials in China and Vietnam, both 

countries undergoing rapid social, 

economic and governmental change. 

In November, we kicked off two 

new ones held in China: one for 

emergency and disaster manage¬ 

ment professionals from around the 

country, and another for Shanghai 

municipal officials. Notwithstand¬ 

ing my linguistic shortcomings, I 

am also beginning to do research in 

China and Vietnam with collabora¬ 

tors from local universities. I stay 

in touch, however, with U.S. affairs 

through a research program that I 

co-direct on emergency prepared¬ 

ness, crisis management and disaster 

recovery. A new book. Managing 
Crises: Responses to Large-Scale Emer¬ 
gencies, written with a Harvard 

colleague, came out in December. 

Overall, work feels more fascinating, 

challenging and rewarding than 

ever; retirement is far off. 

"On the home front, the family is 

thriving. Matt is a software executive 

in Austin; Molly lives in Istanbul and 

is consulting with a new school for 

the deaf (after 18 months with an 

NGO in Kabul); Alexa is a junior at 

Harvard; and Mark is doing a gap 

year before college. Maryalice's and 

my granddaughter, Allison, daugh¬ 

ter of Matt and his wife, Melissa, 

adorably turned 1 last summer." 

Rich Wyatt reports on a host of 

classmates: "I attended the annual 

Alumni Football Dinner in Low 

Library the Friday night before 

Homecoming. The event post¬ 

humously honored former Lions 

assistant coach and super alumnus 

Jack Armstrong '55. Teammates 

Bill "Max" Carey, Rick Rose, 

Jimmy Alloy, Marty Domres and 

Mike Busa '70 also were there. The 

previous night, Marty had been 

inducted into the Columbia Athlet¬ 

ics Hall of Fame for his football 

prowess at Columbia and in the 

pros. Marty still is involved in the 

securities industry in the Maryland 

area. Having married a 'southern 

girl,' Max is commuting between 

the 'South' and New York City. He 

showed us a photo of him partying 

with John McCain when they were 

fighter pilots in Vietnam. Ride is 

an orthopedic surgeon practicing 

medicine not far from his home¬ 

town of Rocky River, Ohio. He still 

has the motorcycle boots I 'lent7 

him for a Beta Biker flat party. He 

told me they still fit, so I told him 

to 'keep' them. Although formally 

retired from high school administra¬ 

tion in the Bedford Fox Lane School 

System, Jimmy has kept himself 

busy as a substitute administrator in 

several Westchester school districts. 

Jimmy indicated that he is now 

'really' retired and is enjoying his 

new freedom, going to Columbia 

football and Ivy League champion 

baseball games and enjoying life to 

its fullest. Mike came all the way 

from California, where he is a real 

estate developer who is experienc¬ 

ing, on a firsthand basis, the effects 

of the sub-prime lending debacle." 

Rich added a helpful pitch for 

our 40th reunion, now just five 

months away. "We encourage all 

Columbia 69ers to attend and 're¬ 

meet7 some 'old' mates and 'relive' 

some of the memories of the 'good 

times' at the College in the late '60s, 

like the Sha Na Na Golden Greaser 

Night, Pollack Power Parties, the 

Simon and Garfunkel concert, the 

Blackout, the NCAA Basketball 

Final Eight, the Class of '69 baby 

blue freshman beanies (did your 

mother throw it away?) and so 

forth. We look forward to seeing 

and 'remeeting' all our 'old' baby 

boomer friends at the reunion!" 

Speaking of Columbia football, 

John Lombardo writes: "Little to 

report, except that, by attending 

the Columbia football team's vic¬ 

tory over Dartmouth, in horrible 

weather, I kept my string alive of 

seeing a game every year since 

1956, when I was 7. Like an old 

Cubs fan, I hope to see an Ivy 

championship before I die! (Do I 

need to add that my wife, a Grin- 

nell grad, thinks I'm nuts? I think 

not.) See you at the reunion." 

As noted in several of the items, 

we are in active preparation for 

our 40th reunion, scheduled for 

Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 7. 

(For those who feel "40th reunion" 

makes us sound too old, this will 

only be our seventh quinquennial 

reunion). More than 35 classmates 

(including — in order of appear¬ 

ance above—Jerry, Robert, Jona¬ 

than, Eric, John Bemson, Am, Rich 

and John Lombardo) are on our 

reunion planning committee, giving 

us a strong foundation for building 

a great turnout. It is not too late to 

participate, and it is surely the right 

moment to save the dates. 

70 
Peter N. Stevens 

180 Riverside Dr., Apt. 9A 

New York, NY 10024 

peter.n.stevens@gsk.com 

Yale Bowl news and blues: First the 

blues. Under spectacular autumn 

skies, the Lions football team actu¬ 

ally pushed around a very talented 

Yale team for much of the game, 

but still ended up on the short side 

of the scoreboard due to mistakes. 

Wait till next year! As for the news. 

Jack Probolus and Bill Longa 

came through and hosted their bi¬ 

annual Yale Bowl tailgate. In front 

of a captive audience. Jack reported 

that he rowed in the Head of the 

Charles 39 years after winning 

the fours event at Columbia. This 

time he rowed in a quad with two 

ex-Olympians from the early '70s. 

His team fared well, finishing well 

ahead of most of the competition. 

There was a good turnout at 

the tailgate from our class. Our 

very own Dr. Football — Bemie 

Josefsberg — made the trip from 

New Jersey, as did Terry Sweeney. 

Joining them was Lenny Hammers, 

a physician who lives and practices 

in the Connecticut area. Also in 

tow were Mike Bradley and Jerry 

Dunn, who traveled down from 

Rowe and North Hampton, Mass., 

respectively, to join the guys. Paul 

Spooner also made a surprise ap¬ 

pearance. Paul is an academic from 

Hong Kong University and spent 

last semester at Yale doing research 

on Macau. Paul described the scene 

best: "I ran into quite a crew of 1970 

veterans still drinking brew and 

cheering on a valiant Columbia 

squad." It was a great mini-reunion. 

I was in Philadelphia on business 

the night the Phillies won the World 

Series. While I was smart enough 

not to venture out into the streets to 

view the spontaneous celebration, 

I did watch the festivities on local 

news. Of course, I watched the ABC 

Eyewitness News Team anchored 

by former WKCR sports announcer 

Jim Gardner (formerly known as 

Goldman). The last time I saw Jim 

so excited was in '68, after we beat 

Princeton for the championship 

in the playoff game at St. John's. 

Speaking of former WKCR broad¬ 

casters, my Levien gym partner 

Jim Miller has high hopes for this 

year's basketball team. It7s his hope 

that the core of returning players 

joined by new talent will surprise 

our Ivy opponents and will propel 

us to finish in the first division. 

In other news, Dov Zakheim 

reported the following: "Having 

served in the administration as 

under secretary of defense (comp¬ 

troller) and CFO from 2001-04, it 

is now my son Roger '00's turn. 

He is deputy assistant secretary of 

defense for coalition, peacekeeping 

and multinational cooperation." 

Ed Nowak, s.v.p. and deputy gen¬ 

eral counsel-litigation for The Walt 

Disney Co., has been elected to the 

board of directors of Ryman Arts. 

Ryman Arts is dedicated to teach¬ 

ing classical drawing and painting 

skills to talented, motivated young 

people as a bridge to a lifetime that 

expresses and appreciates the arts. 

I also received a note from Mike 

Pyszczymuka '71. He writes: "I 

retired from law enforcement after 

32 years (the last 25 in the FBI) in 

March 2005. The FBI gave me an 

opportunity to serve the United 

States in places such as Kiev, where 

I opened the legal attache opera¬ 

tion at the U.S. Embassy, and Mos¬ 

cow. Upon retiring from federal 

service, I entered fire private arena 

with Abbott Laboratories and have 

been assigned to handle Abbott/ s 

product protection matters in Eu¬ 

rope, the Middle East and Africa — 

again, a new endeavor. For some 

reason, challenges continue to 

intrigue me, and I have the energy 

and the support of my loving fam¬ 

ily to continue these adventures. 

"There's not a day that goes by 

that I fail to pause and reflect on 

my experiences at Columbia, the 

CU friends. Beta and the Columbia 

Lions! I enjoyed myself so much at 

Columbia that I spanned the Class¬ 

es of 1970 and 1971. Nevertheless, I 
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Greg Wyatt '71 made a stop on campus in November to pose with his 
sculpture, Scholar's Lion, while giving a tour of New York to members 
of the Florence (Italy) Cultural Council. Pictured (from left) are council 
members Elisabetta Meucci and Daniele Baruzzi, council president 
Dario Nardellal, Wyatt, council v.p. Enrico Bosi and council member 
Massimo Pieri. 

PHOTO: CHAR SMULLYAN 

remained committed to the football 

Lions, where I had an extraordinary 

opportunity to be mentored by the 

Campbells, Navarros, Bresnahans 

and others. 

"I hope to return to the East 

Coast in 2009." 

Mike can be reached at michael. 

pyszczymuka@abbott.com. 

Please drop me a line and let 

us all know what you've been up 

to lately. Remember the College 

Fund. And, of course, go Lions! 

71 
Jim Shaw 

139 North 22nd St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

jes200@columbia.edu 

Congratulations to Barack Obama 

'83, President-elect of the United 

States. 

William P. Bair, attorney general 

under George H.W. Bush, retired at 

the end of 2008 as e.v.p. and general 

counsel of Verizon Communications. 

[See "Around the Quads.] 

Bill began working in telecom¬ 

munications in 1994, when he joined 

GTE as e.v.p. of government and reg¬ 

ulatory advocacy, general counsel. 

He served in that capacity from 1994 

until GTE merged with Bell Atlantic 

to become Verizon in 2000. 

Bill majored in government and 

earned a master's in government 

and Chinese studies from GSAS in 

'79. Meanwhile, he had received 

his J.D. with highest honors from 

The George Washington University 

in 1977, and served in the CIA. 

He started his legal career as law 

clerk to Judge Malcolm Wilkey of 

the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

District of Columbia. From 1982-83, 

Bill served on the White House 

domestic policy staff under Presi¬ 

dent Reagan, and then returned to 

the Washington, D.C., law firm of 

Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge, 

where he practiced as a partner. 

He started with the Department of 

Justice as assistant attorney general in 

charge of the Office of Legal Counsel 

in 1989, and then served as deputy 

attorney general before his appoint¬ 

ment as attorney general in 1991. 

Verizon notes that Bill is on the 

boards of mutual fund family 

Selected Funds and Holcim (US), 

is a member of the bar in the 

District of Columbia, New York, 

New Jersey and Virginia, and is a 

trustee of the Inner-City Scholar¬ 

ship Fund of New York. 

The Bill Barr and '83 (President¬ 

elect Obama) combo is not to be 

confused with the Libertarian 

Presidential and Vice Presidential 

candidates whom Obama defeated. 

Bob Barr and Wayne Allyn Root '83. 

An update on my last column's 

item on Eric Rose, which had men¬ 

tioned his becoming chief executive 

of biotech firm SIGA Technologies. 

Crain's New York Business (October 

27,2008), reports: "In an arena 

known for bitter rivalries and fierce 

competition. Mount Sinai School of 

Medicine's recent hiring of former 

NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/ 

Columbia heart surgeon Eric Rose 

is clearly a coup. 

"The multifaceted Dr. Rose — a 

medical pioneer, an inventor with 

three patents, a researcher and a 

biotech entrepreneur — is also 

known as a grant magnet. In addi¬ 

tion to his talent and prestige, he's 

bringing more than $50 million in 

ongoing federally funded research 

to Mount Sinai.... 

"The deal struck with Mount 

Sinai has him wearing two hats at 

the medical school: chairman of the 

health policy department and asso¬ 

ciate director for clinical outcomes 

at Mount Sinai Heart.... 

"Dr. Rose will continue to work 

on four major federally funded re¬ 

search projects he started at Colum¬ 

bia, and has brought his 40-member 

team with him. Also coming along 

are several privately funded clinical 

trials of medical devices. 

"In addition. Dr. Rose will stay 

on as chief executive at SIGA, which 

has $100 million in federal grants. 

There, he and colleagues in Israel are 

on a quest for an antiviral drug to 

treat smallpox, a potential biological 

warfare threat. 'IFs very far along, 

very exciting,' says Dr. Rose. 

"To make time for his family, 

he has given up heart surgery. Dr. 

Rose and his anesthesiologist wife, 

Ellise Delphin, have four grown 

children, all in Manhattan: a physi¬ 

cian, a medical student, a marketer 

for the National Basketball As¬ 

sociation and a banker." 

Ron Bass reports: "My band, Jer¬ 

sey Petroleum, played its first gig at 

Cornelia Street Cafe on September 

21. Our set consisted of seven songs 

ranging in style from psychedelia 

to garage rock to punk to hip hop 

to alt country to chamber music. I 

am the lyricist (except on our cover 

of Sir Walter Raleigh's 'Nymph's 

Reply to the Shepherd') and lead 

singer. My collaborator, John 

Stanford, who composed the music, 

played in bands in London for 20 

years before moving to Manhattan. 

"We performed with John on 

guitar and back-up vocals and all 

of the other tracks pre-recorded on 

an iPod that went out through the 

stage monitor. At the end of our 

final number, 'Tell It To Oprah,' I 

announced that we were going to 

close the show with our 'Sinead 

O'Connor Moment' and tore up an 

O Magazine cover photo of Oprah. 

"Our Web site, www.jersey 

petroleum.com, contains the audio 

recording of the CSC show, as well 

as our studio album, Disturbia, 
which also includes some of my 

spoken-word stories. Anyone who 

is interested can listen on the site. 

Take our warnings about certain 

songs seriously." 

Ron performs as Jersey Petro¬ 

leum (the "nametag" on a shirt he 

has), and John as Jim Petroleum. 

For those who don't know Ron, his 

deadpan verbal delivery masks his 

often biting satire. 

Robert Tang wrote in Novem¬ 

ber: "As the CEO of Clean Energy 

and Fuel Co. (CEFCO), I was hap¬ 

pily informed [recently] by a caller 

researching 'carbon capture and 

multi-pollutant control' that the 

United States Patent and Trade¬ 

mark Office (USPTO) publication 

of our patent application has, since 

the November 4 national election, 

become the most searched item 

on this air emissions topic on the 

Internet. Our comprehensive 'clean 

hydrocarbon' (clean coal) solution 

is extremely timely and innovative. 

"The USPTO publication dated 

October 16 has extensive informa¬ 

tion about the CEFCO process. To 

read the content, please go to www. 

faqs.org / patents / app /20080250715. 

One of the patent examiners at 

USPTO wrote a nice note to our in¬ 

tellectual property attorney that they 

recognized in our CEFCO Process 

the long pedigree of some of our 

inventors, whose prior patents were 

noted in our application. 

"CEFCO was formed in 2006. 

The CEFCO Process is carbon 

capture and air pollution control 

technology that resulted from the 

integration and improvement of 

two earlier patented technologies 

— the 'Ewan Technology7 and the 

'Cooper Technology.' The Ewan 

Technology (invented by Thomas 

Ewan and his associates) includes 

aerodynamic reactor technology 

that has been used in pollution 

control, primarily for the steel and 

minerals industries. The Cooper 

Technology (invented by Hal B.H. 

Cooper) includes the chemistry 

being used in the CEFCO Process. 

The combination of these technolo¬ 

gies provides the foundation for the 

CEFCO Process and technology. 

"The CEFCO Process is designed 

to capture and recover the pollutants 

along with the carbon dioxide in 

combustion flue gas streams. The 

pollutants removed from a typical 

coal-fired power plant flue gas 

stream include trace metals and 

fine particulate matter, sulfur oxides 

and nitrogen oxides as well as the 

carbon dioxide. The CEFCO Process 

includes multiple aerodynamically- 

shaped reactors and aerodynamic 

coalescers (gas/liquid separators) in 

series for sequential pollutant sepa¬ 

ration and removal. Each reactor sys¬ 

tem is designed to remove one of the 

targeted groups of pollutants, and 

the steps are repeated for the remain¬ 

ing pollutants. CEFCO believes the 

process will remove virtually all (99+ 

percent) of the pollutants and at least 

90 percent of the carbon dioxide. 

"The CEFCO invention is 

based on highly efficient 'mo¬ 

lecular surface chemistry' that 

can be achieved with proprietary 

aerodynamic reactor technology 

using supersonic shock waves and 

subsonic reaction zones. 

"The complete CEFCO Process 

includes subsequent processing 

of the captured pollutants into 

marketable products, such as fertil¬ 

izers, valuable metals and clean 

transportation fuel feedstock: like 

ethanol and derivatives — as part 

of the overall process covered in 

the CEFCO technology." 
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David Klingerman 72 Harvests His Roots 

Pennsylvania farmer David Klingerman 
'72, with tool of the trade Case Inter¬ 
national Combine, at one of his family's 
farms during the 2008 harvest season. 

PHOTO: DAVID KLINGERMAN JR. 

The roads College alumni 
take out of the gates 
of Columbia lead to 

any number of places with 
any number of opportuni¬ 
ties. David Klingerman '72 
took 1-80 west back home to 
Mainville, Pa., arriving at rolling 
hills, wheat-spotted fields and 
cattle. "I'm what you would call 
a grain farmer," says Klinger¬ 
man. "Agriculture is the thing I 
absolutely love." 

Owning more than 1,000 
acres, Klingerman is a farmer 
by trade and by birth. "My dad 
was born in what's now my 
bedroom," he says with a deep, 
slow voice. "It's a family thing. 
My four kids live on four farms 
within half a mile of my farm." 

Klingerman, who majored 
in economics, returned to his 
hometown to begin working 
with his father on their farm 
and in their feed mill. Currently, 
Klingerman Farms, owned 
and operated by Klingerman, 
produces soy beans, wheat, 
corn and beef cattle. It's quite 
different from the fast-paced, 
concrete life of New York City. 
In fact, with a population of 
83 according to the July 2007 
census, Mainville is not even 
classified as a city. "It's a town¬ 
ship," Klingerman notes, a 
township whose population is 
approximately 1.8 percent of 
the total number of students at 
the College. 

A small-town farmer's son 
and one of four children, 
Klingerman chose to attend 
the College simply because it 
was in the big city. 

"As luck would have it, 
Henry Coleman '46, the dean 
of students, was my adviser," 
Klingerman says. "At the begin¬ 

ning of my freshman year, 
l went to Hamilton Hall 
to meet with him so he 
could introduce himself 
and explain how he would 
help with my schedule. 
He was leaning back on 
a chair and he looked at 
my information and said, 
'What in the hell are you 
doing at Columbia?' And 
l said, 'You know, Dean, 
l know what I'm doing 
and where I'm going, so 
l thought, why not go to 
New York for four years?"' 

Klingerman remembers 
the day he arrived on cam¬ 
pus. "My parents drove 
away and I just stood 
on 116th and Broadway. 
Believe me, there was 
a shock." That day may 
have been the last day 
before his graduation that 
Klingerman had time to 
stand around. On top of earning 
his degree and playing football, 
Klingerman worked all four 
years in Columbia food service, 
even during football season; 
married his high school sweet¬ 
heart, Donna, during semester 
break in 1970; and during his 
sophomore year, had his first 
child, daughter Jamie. "It was a 
busy time for me, believe me," 
Klingerman jokes. Yet, he says, 
"It was pretty amazing. And I 
wouldn't trade it for anything." 

As a stand-out high school 
football player, Klingerman had 
been recruited by Columbia as 
well as by others. After visiting 
some of the schools, he nar¬ 
rowed his choices to Cornell, 
Rutgers and Columbia, ulti¬ 
mately joining the University 
as an offensive tackle. When 
asked about his most memo¬ 

rable football experience, 
Klingerman recalls it well. 

"It was Cornell's homecom¬ 
ing, and we played them at 
Ithaca the day Ed Marinaro 
broke the NCAA rushing record 
in 1971. We ended up losing 
by 3, but it was an exciting 
game. I'm not a rah-rah guy at 
all, but that was a day l almost 
lost complete control. I really 
wanted to win. We lost to Har¬ 
vard by 2 and Cornell by 3 my 
senior year. But we beat every¬ 
one else." 

The 1971 Columbia football 
team was honored in fall 2007 
at Homecoming, the first game 
in 36 years that Klingerman 
attended since graduating. He 
bemoans, "Fall is a busy time 
on the farm." 

Farming, though, is just one 
of the many activities Klinger¬ 
man spends his days on. In 

1981 he purchased a nursing 
home in Millville, Pa., with his 
older brother, Doug, and in 1983 
he pursued and was awarded 
his nursing home administra¬ 
tion license. Now, Klingerman 
and his brother own and oper¬ 
ate the JDK Management Co., 
which manages 40 Perkins Res¬ 
taurant & Bakeries, several ho¬ 
tels and three nursing homes. 
Because farming is a seasonal 
activity, Klingerman spends 
about 60-70 percent of his time 
working with JDK. 

A father of four — Jamie, 
Jennifer, David Jr. and Josh 
— and a successful business¬ 
man, Klingerman believes his 
Columbia degree has played a 
big part in his success. "When 
l graduated from Columbia, l 
was proud of it; because when 
l make a presentation and they 
see on your resume 'Columbia,' 
it means something." Educa¬ 
tion is important to Klingerman, 
who is a trustee for Bloomsburg 
University. 

Beyond the degree and the 
College, Klingerman attributes 
his success to hard work. "We're 
believers in the old-fashioned 
work ethic," he says of himself 
and his family. "I have a great life, 
and I'm thankful for it." And hard 
work, Klingerman says, is the 
"one thing responsible, some¬ 
thing more than Columbia but 
something l took to Columbia." 

Klingerman may be a long 
way from New York City, liter¬ 
ally and figuratively, but the 
small-town farmer's approach 
to the College and farming are 
not so different. "You kind of 
settle in on what you have to 
do and you just get it done." 

Gordon Chenoweth 
Sauer '11 Arts 

Paul S. Appelbaum 

39 Claremont Ave., #24 

New York, NY 10027 

pappell@aol.com 

Michael Gerrard, who has prac¬ 

ticed environmental law in New 

York since 1979 and is managing 

partner of the New York office of 

Arnold & Porter, soon will be com¬ 

ing home to Columbia. Author or 

editor of seven books on environ¬ 

mental law — most recently Global 
Climate Change and U.S. Law — and 

one of the world's leading experts 

on the subject, Mike has accepted a 

full-time professorship at the Law 

School. He also will be director of 

the school's new Center for Climate 

Change Law, whose objective is to 

develop legal techniques to fight 

global warming. Mike will become 

senior counsel to Arnold & Porter. 

Another classmate with career 

news of note is Tim Sobolewski, a 

certified financial planner with sev¬ 

eral securities licenses, of Amherst, 

N.Y. Having worked for many 

years in brokerages and banks, Tim 

decided to take advantage of the 

recent financial upheaval to open 

his own investment adviser busi¬ 

ness. Tim provides independent 

investment and financial planning 

advice, as well as investment man¬ 

agement. He notes that these days. 

for obvious reasons, many people 

are looking for second opinions 

about their investments. "Too often 

in this business," says Tim, "advice 

is unavailable unless you're giving 

your money to someone to invest 

(often not too well, at that); I want 

to keep the advice and investment 

management components sepa¬ 

rate, which will allow me to serve 

the smaller investor as well." 

I have Tim's address and phone, if 
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anyone would like to make contact. 

When natural disasters hit the 

United States, the Public Health 

Service mobilizes to protect people 

in the affected areas. Steven Hirsch- 

feld, along with 200 other PHS offi¬ 

cers, was deployed to Texas during 

Hurricane Ike. He was operations 

chief and chief medical officer for a 

shelter for 350 evacuees with medi¬ 

cal needs and disabilities. When the 

wind isn't blowing, Steven is as¬ 

sociate director for clinical research 

at the Eunice Kennedy Shriver 

National Institute of Child Health 

and Human Development, part of 

the National Institutes of Health. In 

addition to seeing Texas, in the past 

year he's toured western Japan and 

southeastern China. 

Those of you who dozed off 

during Art Hum and need to catch 

up may want to start with Jed Perl's 

new book, Antoine's Alphabet: Watteau 
and His World, recently published by 

Knopf. Says Publisher's Weekly: "Perl, 

art critic for The New Republic, has 

written a carefully researched book of 

rare beauty and provocation." 

Finally, there's no question that 

putting a column like this together is 

a lot easier when people write in on a 

regular schedule. Like Steve Heet, for 

example. In the 36 years since gradu¬ 

ation, he writes, "I went to medical 

school in Ohio, got married and had 

two daughters, stayed in Ohio until 

1991, then took a cardiology fellow¬ 

ship at the Lahey Clinic. Since 1994,1 

have been a staff cardiologist at Lahey 

Clinic Medical Center, North Shore 

in Peabody, Mass. I will update you 

again in 2044." 

Barry Etra 

1256 Edmund Park Dr. NE 

Atlanta, GA 30306 

betral@bellsouth.net 

A Columbian has been elected 

President. What a cone-tree! 

James Minter was off this fall, 

"spreading the Gospel according 

to Columbia ... in Canada, Britain, 

Italy, Turkey, Greece, Romania, 

Bosnia and Monaco. If all goes well 

in the last... my gift to the College 

Fund will go up." 

Steve Messner spent last spring 

at Bielefeld University in Germany 

as a fellow at the Centre for Inter¬ 

disciplinary Research, primarily 

studying cross-national variation 

in lethal violence. In addition to 

being stimulated intellectually, he 

wowed 'em with his "restaurant 

German" — "Ein bier, bitte!" 
Bill Pollack runs Chamco Auto, 

which has the challenge of becoming 

the first company to import high- 

quality, affordable Chinese cars into 

North America, although the tech 

industry of his prior life still beckons. 

He continues to run into fellow Li¬ 

ons at national bridge tournaments. 

Finally, an odd response from 

Don Peters: "My degree says '73, 

but I was really in '72; I took a se¬ 

mester off and finished late. I'd feel 

like an impostor in the '73 notes, 

but I'd be a cheater in the '72 notes. 

Silence may be the only appropri¬ 

ate option." 

Golden, as ever. Way to go, O! 
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It is hard to believe, but our 35th 

reunion is coming up in a mere five 

months. Thursday, June 4-Sunday, 

June 7 will see classmates from 

around the United States and 

around the world returning to 

Momingside Heights to revisit the 

campus and share memories with 

friends we met nearly 40 years ago. 

This reunion will be co-chaired 

by Dr. Mark Lebwohl (chairman 

of the Department of Dermatology 

at Mount Sinai in New York City), 

George Van Amson (managing 

director at Morgan Stanley in New 

York City) and myself (financial ad¬ 

viser at Merrill Lynch in New York 

City). The full reunion committee 

will be announced early this year. 

The kickoff meeting for the 

reunion planning was held in the 

midtown New York offices of Frank 

Bruno, a partner at the law firm 

Sidley Austin. Frank concentrates 

on counseling mutual funds and 

various other investment companies 

on their legal matters. One of his 

daughters graduated from Bucknell 

and teaches in Virginia. His other 

daughter is an undergrad at Buck¬ 

nell. Frank is in touch with Charlie 

Martorana (an attorney in Buffalo, 

N.Y.), Lou Modica (a surgeon in 

Tennessee) and Dewey Cole (an 

attorney in New York City). 

Classmates closely reading 

a recent issue of CCT may have 

noticed an announcement slipped 

into a column on the back pages: 

Geoff Colvin has been elected 

president of the Columbia College 

Alumni Association. Geoff has 

long been an active alum, most 

recently serving as chair of the Co¬ 

lumbia College Fund for the past 

two years. Congratulations, Geoff! 

News from the West Coast 

sometimes travels slowly. We re¬ 

cently learned that Tom Ferguson 

(in San Francisco) has had a new 

job for the past year as CFO of 

the Family Violence Prevention 

Fund, a longtime nonprofit that 

administers national programs to 

end violence in the home and does 

policy advocacy work through its 

local and D.C. offices. Tom recently 

had dinner with Jonathan Tsao, an 

architect who owns TSAO Design 

Group in San Francisco. 

Bob Adler, in New Jersey, also 

has a new job. Bob spent the past 

33 years as "a corporate employ¬ 

ee," first at the Insurance Services 

Office (a trade group for the insur¬ 

ance industry) and more recently 

at Chubb. He now is an indepen¬ 

dent consultant advising insurance 

companies on market research and 

other insurance issues. He noted, 

"Someone once described the age 

of 55+ as when you can 'reap the 

rewards of experience.'" 

A last note on a surprise that 

came when I was looking in Zagat 
(the restaurant guide) for a review 

of Sylvia's (the Harlem soul food 

restaurant). I happened to see the 

next listing: Symposium — the 

Greek restaurant on 113th Street. 

While most of us thought it had 

been around since the days of 

Socrates, the guide said it opened 

in 1969. Yes, it was only a year old 

when we first dined there! When 

you return to campus in June, you 

will see the menu and the interior 

remain almost exactly as you re¬ 

member them. I guess you can go 

home again! 

75 
Randy Nichols 

503 Princeton Cir. 

Newtown Square, PA 19073 

rcnl6@columbia.edu 

The "usuals" met at Homecoming 

in October — Steve Jacobs, Ira 

Malin (with Fern and Allyson), 

Neil Selinger (with Rima Grad 

and daughter, Emily), Bob Sch¬ 

neider, and Randy Nichols and 

Terry Kile. We were sad to see 

the Lions lose, but hope to have a 

victory celebration some year soon. 

And, it would be great to have 

some other NYC-area classmates 

join us. 

Steve Jacobs said it well as we 

chatted with Dean Austin Quigley 

at the Class Agent Kickoff in Octo¬ 

ber: "Outside of class events, this 

is the largest collection of CC '75 

classmates since Commencement 

or Homecoming." In addition to 

Steve and I, Bob Schneider and 

Ira Malin, Class Agent chair for 

the College Fund, were there. At 

the kickoff, we were asked to 

sign pledges, so if one of these 

classmate calls/ writes you for a 

College Fund donation, know that 

we already are committed. It's a 

tough year, but the investment we 

make in Columbia's students is an 

investment in all of our futures. 

Please respond generously. 

Classmates again thank Walter 

Ricciardi for his "interesting and 

humorous insight" to the Securities 

and Exchange Commission, where 

he was formerly the deputy direc¬ 

tor of the Division of Enforcement. 

Walter was the speaker at the Class 

of '75 Breakfast on October 29. He 

is a partner with Paul Weiss in the 

litigation department of its New 

York City practice. Bob Katz again 

hosted at the Cooper & Dunham 

office in midtown. Attending were 

Kenneth Anderson, Steve Asher- 

man, Bruce Erhmann, Theodore 

Farris, Stanley Fertig, Steve 

Jacobs, Ira Malin, Harry Park, Jo¬ 

seph Pober and Brenda Knowles, 

Bob Schneider, Neil Selinger and 

Harold Shapiro. 

Desmond "Desi" Foynes and 

Carol Mitten enjoy life in the 

Washington, D.C., area. Desi looks 

forward to seeing friends and 

classmates at our next reunion. 

Phelps Hawkins is in central 

Europe, teaching journalism to 

some of the "best and brightest" 

at the American University of 

Bulgaria. He is assistant professor 

of journalism and mass commu¬ 

nication. Phelps says "On balance, 

I think this is a good time to be 

in Bulgaria." Visit his personal 

Web site: home.aubg.bg/faculty/ 

phawkins. 

Just before I had to send these 

notes off, I opened the Sunday 

Philadelphia Inquirer and recog¬ 

nized two pictures at the top of an 

inside page. One was Clara Hale, 

founder of Hale House, and the 

other was Randolph McLaugh¬ 

lin. In addition to his continuing 

work as a community advocate 

and teaching at Pace University 

Law School, Randolph is executive 

director of Hale House. The article 

described the adaptive response 

of Hale House to its community, 

much of which has occurred under 

Randolph's leadership. 

Randy Nichols recently was ap¬ 

pointed to the board of Columbia 

Pride as v.p. of communications. 

CP is the GLBTQ alumni organiza¬ 

tion of Columbia (www.alumni 

connections.com / ole / pub / COU / 

cpages/home.jsp?chapter=41). 

Meg Schneider recently was 

named a National Merit Scholar 

and John Schneider is a grad stu¬ 

dent in geology at the University of 

Wisconsin. (Go Badgers! My family 

is from Wisconsin.) James works 

for Fox Business News. The Sch¬ 

neiders are the progeny of Robert 

Schneider and Regina Mullahy. 

Aron Trauring gives a shout-out 

to other Columbians on the new 

Alumni Connect Alumni Notes 

page. (This is a page where people 

can post their own notes, and is not 

the same as those written for CCT.) 

Aron was the first (and so far the 

only) classmate who has posted. 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009 



COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY CLASS NOTES 

(Sam Schafner was the "first poster" 

several years ago when the original 

e-community was launched.) 

Carson Wen, who practiced 

with Heller Ehrman, has returned 

to Jones Day, his prior law firm, in 

Hong Kong. 

76 
Clyde Moneyhun 

Program in Writing and 

Rhetoric 

Serra Mall 450, Bldg. 460, 

Room 223 

Stanford University 

Stanford, CA 94305 

caml31@columbia.edu 

John C. Connell has been named 

a "Top Attorney" in southern New 

Jersey in the August 2008 issue 

of SJ magazine. (SJ, which covers 

South Jersey, polled local attorneys 

asking them to vote for peers 

who excel in their profession and 

tallied votes to determine the "Top 

Attorneys.") John, a partner in the 

Haddonfield, N.J., law firm Archer 

& Greiner, was recognized in the 

practice area of communication 

law. He has significant experience 

in media and communications law, 

commercial litigation, constitu¬ 

tional litigation and intellectual 

property litigation as well as em¬ 

ployment and civil rights litigation, 

hospital and healthcare litigation, 

and appellate advocacy. 

off to Paris to attend a conference on 

his book and another on "Evaluat¬ 

ing the Bush Administration." 

And I thought that jet-setting 

academics were a myth. 

From the world of business, 

my sources inform me that, after 

20-something years at NYMEX 

and then at AMEX, Neal Wolkoff 

has been appointed CEO of the 

Electronic Liquidity Exchange, the 

creation of a group of a dozen banks 

and other financial institutions. 

ELX is a fully electronic futures 

exchange, designed to take markets 

into the future. (Footnote: In addi¬ 

tion to his degree from the College, 

I also learned Neal has a law degree 

from Boston University.) 

"To those of you who became 

the only street-wise Ivy Leaguers 

as a result of studying at Columbia, 

this hardened New Yorker is say¬ 

ing hello." That would be Vietnhi 

Phuvan, who doubts that he will 

be attending any class reunions, 

"as you guys all look better than 

me." Thinking of the 1970s fills 

him with a kind of hard-boiled 

nostalgia: "Oh, how I miss the days 

when I was stone-cold handsome, 

young and stupid, and the streets 

of New York City ran red with 

blood and rents were cheap and 

human life even cheaper." 

That is pretty much how I recall 

it. Vietnhi adds that he routinely 

checks the CCT Obituaries to make 

sure that he's not in there. 

David Gorman 

111 Regal Dr. 

DeKalb,IL 60115 

dgorman@niu.edu 

Having joined the faculty at Baylor 

University in 1996, Tim Kayworth 

has been chair of the Department 

of Information Systems since 2006. 

Tim is from Florida (and recalls 

arriving in New York City in 1973 

from Boca Raton); he returned there 

after Columbia for a doctorate and 

a business degree. "My daughter 

was bom in Florida," he explains, 

and "now works in New York City 

for Ernst & Young. She is getting 

married up there in October." 

Elsewhere in the university 

world, Jerry Friedman is associ¬ 

ate chair of the Department of 

Economics at the University of 

Massachusetts. He also is associ¬ 

ate editor of Labor History. Jerry 

has a daughter at Bryn Mawr and 

another looking at colleges; he says 

the last year or so has been busy for 

him. Aside from publishing a 2007 

book. Reigniting the Labor Movement 
and coediting another. Twelve Ways 
to Make the Economy Work Better, he 

has appeared regularly to discuss 

the financial crisis and other topics 

on BBC radio, assorted local public 

radio stations and A1 Jazeera TV. 

When I heard from him, he was just 

Matthew Nemerson 

35 Huntington St. 

New Haven, CT 06511 

mnemerson@snet.net 

I solicited comments for this 

column by e-mailing everyone 

with a tale of woe about having to 

come to grips with the sobering 

realization that a classmate of my 

younger brother, David '83 — for 

goodness' sake! — was about to 

become President of the United 

States. Yes, I voted for him and 

sent him a lot of money, but I was 

secretly hoping that, like Gary 

Hart, it would be revealed that 

he had entered Columbia at age 

25 (perhaps after traveling back 

and forth across America for years 

with the Weather Underground or 

something exciting) and was now, 

in fact 53. The American Spectator 
has yet to break this story, so, for 

lack of evidence to the contrary 

that the POTUS is not younger 

than we all are, the theme of this 

column is now, "Welcome to the 

new world order, old man!" 

So, let's look at your reaction to 

the first world leader who knows 

where Mama Joy's used to be ... 

Robert Anthony kicks off my 

reporting: "The election night 

atmosphere at the Daily News was 

tense, but due more to the sheer 

volume of work rather than any real 

concerns about a McCain upset. The 

unwritten no-cheering-in-the-press- 

box rule was definitely broken a 

few times once the networks gave 

Obama the nod at 11 p.m. 

"What struck me on election 

night were the tears. Every other 

image on the TV seemed to include 

famous people with red eyes. As I 

watched the Obama celebration in 

Chicago's Grant Park, I mused, 'I 

guess this is what it will look like if 

tire Cubs ever win.' 

"I used to think I wasn't old un¬ 

less there were no more pro athletes 

my age. Now I've extended that 

standard to include coaches and 

stadium security guards. But to have 

a President younger than me? Now 

that ages me. But to have a Colum¬ 

bian do it? Now that feels great. 

"We don't get to rub Harvard, 

Princeton and Yale's nose in it too of¬ 

ten on the football field, but like the 

Giants fans who can ask their Boston 

compatriots, 'Er, remind me... who 

won the Super Bowl last year?' we 

can boast loudly about the soon-to- 

be occupant of the White House. 

Hopefully for eight years." 

As ever, Ed Shockley puts it all 

in perspective, "I am old enough 

to have had to move to the back of 

the bus on my visits to my family 

home, Yorktown, Va., in my youth. 

I am just old enough to have once 

watched every single solitary white 

person get out of the swimming 

pool in Boston and wait until I left 

before, I presume, climbing back in. 

I am just old enough to have had 

a football game suspended so that 

both sides could chase me down the 

street because I had the audacity to 

ride my bike past their south Phila¬ 

delphia playground. I am just old 

enough to have had conversations 

with my great-grandmother, Mary 

Crump, who was the last person in 

my family bom as a chattel slave. 

The coming year means that I for 

the first time consider calling myself 

an American rather than an African 

living in America." 

Political pundit Lawrence C. 

Friedman writes from the Ameri¬ 

can gateway of St. Louis and ques¬ 

tions my assertion that the Class 

of '78 will not have another shot 

at the White House: "Jeff Klein is 

well positioned to run in 2016," he 

points out. To my former WKCR- 

AM radio partner I say, "So noted," 

and I will certainly pass this along 

to another Columbia man hosting 

that Sunday show on ABC. Our 

condolences to Jeff on the passing 

of his father (see later in the col¬ 

umn), an insightful and funny man 

whom I have not seen for years, 

but whom I remember well. 

Mitch Halpem is in the Midwest 

and even closer than Larry to the 

new seat of power. "Well, perhaps I 

will never grow up to be President, 

but I can grow up to join a Chicago- 

based consulting firm. Finding 

myself drawn to the limelight of 

fellow Columbia alum Obama 

and fellow Stuyvesant alum David 

Axelrod, Amy and I moved to the 

Windy City in September so I could 

take a position with Strategos, an 

innovation strategy consulting 

firm founded by core competence 

guru Gary Hamel and colleagues. I 

would love to hear from any class¬ 

mates in the area." 

Also from Chicago, Merrill 

Weber reminds us that, "My 

wife, Robin, and I are hoping to 

celebrate our first anniversary on 

January 1. Of our four children, 

three are in college: My daugh¬ 

ter, Stephanie, is a freshman at 

Stanford; my stepson, Benjamin, 

is a sophomore at The George 

Washington University; and my 

stepson, Joshua, is a freshman at 

Tufts. Robin enjoys her work as a 

family practice physician in River 

Forest, Ill., and we are enjoying 

our suburban life next door in Oak 

Park, Ill. My younger daughter, 

Sarah, is a sophomore at Northside 

College Prep in Chicago. 

"I work in Chicago and would 

love to hear from any classmates 

who are passing through or are 

otherwise inclined to get in touch. 

Recently, I nearly had the op¬ 

portunity to see David Margules 

in Chicago, as he was flying back 

from California to his home in 

Wilmington, Del., and thought he 

might change planes in Chicago, 

but logistics got in the way." 

Mark Axinn gives us a style 

section report with, "I went to an 

Obama victory party at Blondie's 

on West 79th Street, and it was a 

good picture of the next eight years: 

Happy people everywhere ignoring 

their problems, free food and drink 

paid for by others and an extremely 

long line for any service." 

James Hill reports in from that 

'other' borough: "Here on Staten 

Island people are still basking in a 

new sense of joy and hope and vi¬ 

sion that President-elect Obama has 

brought. IT s fun to talk politics again 

and envision the White House with 

a whole new slate. My wife, Kristi, 

and son, Redmond, and I waited in 

a long line before the polls opened 

and it felt like it was Christmas. 

Somebody say amen, Huck." 

Michael Wilhite has relocated 

(again) from the West Coast and 

comments about our old neighbor¬ 

hood: "While returning to New York 

City and Columbia in 2006,1 have 

been a witness to some amazing and 

unpredictable things. I have seen 

the transformation of the Manhat- 

tanville area, which now includes 

Fairway Market, Hudson River 

Cafe, Dinosaur BBQ and other res¬ 

taurants, to the collapse of the large 
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investment banking houses on Wall 

Street. Who could have predicted 

this? Then there are the amazing 

firsts in American politics with a 

woman and a black man running 

for the highest political offices in the 

country. Things are moving. 

"Where do we go from here? 

Everything runs in cycles. I expect 

things to return to some normalcy 

but not sure how and when. 

"After completing my master's 

in real estate development from Co¬ 

lumbia, I am working for EWVIDCO 

in Brooklyn in economic develop¬ 

ment. I suspect I am indirectly 

responsible for encouraging small 

businesses to grow and prosper 

despite the obvious. There are oppor¬ 

tunities for those willing to look long 

and hard. Stay encouraged and hold 

on for more interesting things ahead." 

Edward Deitch: "I am hopeful 

for the country with Barack Obama 

'83's election and, of course, worried 

about the economy. For me, the com¬ 

bination means a lot of hard work, 

creative thinking and, ultimately, 

potential opportunity ahead. I am in 

a new entrepreneurial phase, having 

left my senior role on the NBC Night¬ 
ly News after many years to create a 

Web-based news content company 

(I'd like to hear from anyone with an 

interest in this). I'm also the consult¬ 

ing producer for an innovative new 

PBS news program, Worldjbcus, 
which airs weeknights, and I remain 

the weekly wine columnist for 

MSNBC.com. My boys, Wylie and 

Will, are in third and seventh grades 

at Columbia Grammar and Prep 

here in New York, so iti s going to be 

a while—but not too long—before 

we start thinking about Columbia 

College. They were big supporters of 

Obama as well." 

"Election Day was an emotional 

day from the time I accompanied 

one of my sons to the polls to 

cast his first Presidential ballot," 

writes Thomas A. Bisdale, "and 

then voted myself for an historic 

candidate and Columbia man, to 

hearing Pennsylvania called for 

Obama and finally to celebrating 

when the polls closed in California. 

While I don't expect my 401K or 

anemic investments to recover 

any time soon, I can't help but be 

grateful that my country will soon 

be reversing course away from pre¬ 

emptive war, torture, the politiciza¬ 

tion of justice and so forth." 

From England, Don Guttenplan, 

one of our class's most elegant 

scribblers, writes, "You know, there 

were times when I almost forgot 

Obama was a Columbia man. 

Almost. I don't think I've been this 

emotionally invested in a candidate 

since staying up late in 1972 to hear 

Ted Kennedy nominate George 

McGovern. I even took my hand 

away from my wallet (as my late 

father used to say) and gave some 

money — I'd never done that in a 

Presidential race. Nor, for that mat¬ 

ter, did we ever have a candidate's 

bumper sticker on the family car 

before, as we did this time. So in the 

small comer of Hampstead that is 

forever a part of Brooklyn, there has 

been considerable celebration — 

and for the first time in a long time 

a sense of anticipation about the 

coming year in American politics. 

So yes. I'm hopeful for the country. 

"Closer to home, we'll be cele¬ 

brating in June when Farrar, Straus 

and Giroux publishes The American 
Radical, my biography of I.F. Stone. 

New York Newsday, the paper I took 

a leave from to begin my research, 

no longer exists. And the baby boy 

who I'd (foolishly) imagined sitting 

quietly at my feet as I typed is now a 

college freshman (at Cambridge here 

in Britain). But along with these big 

changes there have been important 

continuities. This summer I paid a 

farewell visit to Yankee Stadium with 

Sid Holt '79, Steve Ackerman '79 and 

Larry Friedman. Amid the usual teas¬ 

ing, our thoughts that day were also 

with Jeff Klein, hocker (and hockey 

pundit) extraordinaire, who was 

burying his father in Buffalo. 

Don notes that his mood was cap¬ 

tured by the piece he wrote for The 
Nation on November 5 saying that 

"our long national nightmare was 

finally over." Check it out: www. 

thenation.com/doc/20081117/ 

magaronis_guttenplan. 

Bob Crochelt, who lives in the 

only state mentioned in this column 

that is still red, notes, "I'm living 

and working in West Virginia, in my 

15th year in the practice of general 

surgery. The next year worries me, 

but not as much as the last year. As a 

nation we need to find a way to pay 

for and provide quality healthcare, 

preferably without lowering doc¬ 

tors', nurses' and other providers' 

incomes to the point where they 

abandon the field. Access to health 

care, including preventative care, 

birth control, dentistry and eye care 

is difficult for folks who are having 

hard financial times. I think we also 

need to learn to live as a nation with¬ 

out making war, something we've 

been especially bad at lately. 

"I married the love of my 

life. Dr. Donna Smith, a brilliant 

obstetrician/gynecologist, last May 

on the beach in Greenwood Cove, 

Elk, Calif. We neither plan to have 

nor have children, but the financial 

crisis has definitely affected our 

retirement plans." 

Bob Moshman is from one 

of several states including Bob 

Crochelt's that has a senator well 

over 80: "Enjoying life here in West 

Milford, N.J., which is an 80-square 

mile township in the northern wa¬ 

tershed portion of the state — wild 

turkeys, raccoons, skunks, deer and 

bears are part of daily life. Seriously, 

there are bears trying to break into 

my shed every day. I was mayor 

here a few years ago, but now, 

having escaped politics, every day 

feels like my birthday. My daughter, 

Nina, is a senior in high school, 

drives a car (which worries me), 

voted for the first time this year 

and is applying to colleges. Tuitions 

are staggering but I'm counting on 

my Apple stock to recover by the 

time she's a junior. The rest of my 

portfolio is in AOL, LOL, R.I.P. 

"I devoted many years to my 

publishing business but a few years 

ago decided to hang up a shingle 

and practice law solo, and that now 

consumes almost 100 percent of my 

time and is a total blast. Wills and 

transactional work are my main 

focus but occasionally, not knowing 

any better. I've 'tilted at windmills' 

(like suing Sprint over a cell tower). 

This year I settled a long-running 

lawsuit against predatory lenders 

that was most gratifying. 

"People around these parts are 

not especially wealthy or highly edu¬ 

cated, but I am constantly impressed 

and humbled by the fortitude, work 

ethic and goodness of normal Ameri¬ 

cans despite tough challenges. On 

that basis alone, I feel the future is 

extremely bright and I remain most 

optimistic for our nation." 

Finally, fellow New Havener 

Amittai Aviram was at the same 

victory party that I was on election 

night but somehow in the crowd 

of 300 we missed each other: "My 

partner, Octavio, and I were thrilled 

and relieved over the election 

results. We celebrated the night of 

November 4 at the bar on Temple 

Street where the New Haven Dem¬ 

ocratic volunteers had gathered, 

and watched Barack Obama '83's 

brilliant and moving victory speech 

with the rest of the lively crowd. 

"I'm in my third year of grad 

school (on the second round) and 

now I'm really happy about my 

research project, though progress 

is never as fast as I might wish. I'm 

working in the general area of operat¬ 

ing systems, on something that I hope 

will contribute to the effort to help 

computers keep getting faster and 

more powerful by doing more things 

in parallel on multiple processors." 

I am hoping that the political 

culture of the United States has 

somehow turned a comer and 

has started to remember why we 

ever had, or needed, a Progressive 

movement. Liberalism may some¬ 

day soon be treated with the respect 

it has always deserved; intellectuals 

will no longer be vilified or forced 

to pretend that they are stupid. The 

government is not necessarily the 

problem, and it can help us solve 

our problems — which is why it 

exists in the first place. And public 

investment is not just "spending," 

it is providing for a better future for 

all of us. I'm especially hoping for 

that Green Revolution that we have 

been needing for such a long time. 

It is time for energy technology to 

bring on the next wave of growth 

and inventiveness. 

Thank you all for a great column's 

worth of material. From just beyond 

the humble scribe desk, I can report 

that my wife, Marian '77 Barnard, 

and I recently returned from three 

weeks in China, where she was 

leading a Yale alumni group while 

sharing her knowledge as a Yale 

Forestry School professor of environ¬ 

mental policy. Meanwhile, daughter 

Elana (18) is doing well as a frosh at 

Clark, and Joy (14) is a wonderful 

all-American teenager who worked 

hard for our new President, which 

was fun for me to watch. 

Until we meet again, here's 

waiting for a new version of "Who 

owns Washington, D.C.?" to be 

heard on the Mall in D.C. toward 

the end of January. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Ken Catandella 
kmcl03@columbia.edu 

212-851-7430 
DEVELOPMENT Rachel Towers 

rt2339@columbia.edu 
212-851-7833 
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Robert Klapper 

8737 Beverly Blvd., Ste 303 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 

rklappermd@aol.com 

News from Thomas Pontos in Bal¬ 

timore is that he "continues writing 

software for computerized toasters 

and such. I am still glad to be able 

to say that although Bill Gates 

has billions, I got my Ivy League 

bachelor's (or maybe I should have 

dropped out like he did?). Married 

16 years, one daughter (1414), two 

cars, all past bar/bat mitzvah. I 

work to keep my mechanic's boat 

in the water. Would everyone else 

who isn't a CEO please write?" 

Tom, are you telling me my bagel 

is burning because the computer 

chip was written poorly? I'm calling 

you the next time the fire occurs. 

Dr. Pedro R. Segarra is in private 

practice in Manhattan. He is married 

to Jill and has four children. "Always 

proud to be a Columbia graduate!" 

Pedro, four children? Speaking 

as the father of just one child, you 

must need a zone defense! 

Brewer Shettles is working with 

NYC music promoters building 

label bands via live performances at 

Columbia Media Networking Night 

and NYC Qubs. "At the same time 

we're seeking serious investment 

capital to move growth forward for 

Liquid Fusion (of which I am audio 

producer/engineer/CEO/founder), 

which consists of Liquid Fusion 

Records, Liquid Fusion Films and 
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Liquid Fusion American Clothing." 

Liquid Fusion is a media com¬ 

pany in the Grammy Awards with 

founder Brewer — a Grammy Vot¬ 

ing Member. "Good energy, com¬ 

ing together and having something 

to say are what we bring to the 

table. Rock. Blues. Funk. Acoustic, 

with a little R&B and country. Love 

what I do: investing my life and 

dedication in a private company 

that can yield unlimited growth 

and profits. Right now we're still 

sailing, holding course through 

stormy seas. Any music industry 

executive/mogul welcome regard¬ 

ing input and making this happen. 

We look forward to attracting 

sponsors as well as European and 

U.S. gigs and tours of our artists to 

further promote our label's music." 

Brewer, this all sounds great, but 

the only liquid fusion I'm aware of 

involves the prostate. 

Dan Simon runs Seven Stories 

Press, an independent book 

publisher based in New York City, 

which he founded 24 years ago. 

I just have one question, Dan: 

What happened on the eighth story? 

Francis Aquila has been at 

"Sullivan & Cromwell for 25 years 

(hard to believe). The highlight 

of the year has been representing 

my client InBev in its unsolicited 

acquisition of Anheuser-Busch." 

Frank, I have one question: 

What exactly is InBev? 

As an adviser to private clients 

and a student of the markets and 

investor for 30 years, Andrew 

Coulter offered the advice to stay 

defensive in the stock and bond 

markets. "I maintain this opinion 

as the recent developments confirm 

this stance. We are in a bear market, 

and classic analysis identifies three 

distinct stages to a bear market, 

each soliciting different emotions in 

participants. The first is cautionary, 

where prices fall relatively steadily, 

which describes the period Novem¬ 

ber '07 to August '08; the second is 

panic, due to a big move, which we 

saw in spades in September and 

October; the third and last one is de¬ 

spair, and is characterized by a slow 

and listless market, which tends to 

frustrate investors. Unfortunately, 

this one is the longest, and could 

resemble the period 2002 to March 

2003. After this stage, a bull market 

returns, often with a strong increase 

in prices in the first year, leading to 

hope and greed again, as fear and 

loathing is forgotten." 

Dr. Robert C. Klappen I try to 

use this column to joggle the mind. 

I would say that ifi s getting harder 

because there is a race between 

generating new thoughts and losing 

old ones. But my thoughts for this 

issue: What I want to say is to recog¬ 

nize a couple of sayings, words that 

I chose to live by, as I see patients 

in my office and contemplate my 

middle-age crisis. The first cliche 

that I enjoy quoting is "Men make 

plans and God laughs," and the 

other is, "The softest pillow to sleep 

on at night is a clear conscience." 

Have you all developed your 

own words to live by? If you have, 

please write. Don't forget the 30th 

reunion, coming Thursday, June 4- 

Sunday, June 7. 

Michael C. Brown 

London Terrace Towers 

410 W. 24th St., Apt. 18F 

New York, NY 10011 

mcbcu80@yahoo.com 

To quote that famous philosopher 

and investor, Warren Buffet, "Only 

when the tide goes out do you 

discover who's been swimming 

naked." Given the events of the 

last quarter of the year in the world 

markets, I am glad to be wringing 

in the New Year with you all. 

Super lawyer Dave Maloof was 

busy last year with maritime law. 

He is settling claims in Seattle sur¬ 

rounding a container fire with APL 
Peru. In addition, Dave has been 

rooting for his Jets and is pleasant¬ 

ly surprised with the team's play. 

Jim Gerkis hosted a Class Agent 

meeting to review the Columbia 

College Fund for this fiscal year. 

We hope you can make a contribu¬ 

tion to this year's effort. 

The Alexander Hamilton Award 

Dinner was held on November 13 

at the American Museum of Natu¬ 

ral History under the Great Whale. 

Dean Austin Quigley was honored 

at a terrific event. Greg "Doc" 

Marposon was in attendance. Greg 

works for GE Capital in quantita¬ 

tive analysis and splits his time 

between NYC and Stamford. 

We celebrated a wonderful 

evening at Buddakan Restaurant in 

November with Mario Biaggi, Eric 

Blattman, Shawn FitzGerald and 

A.J. Sabatelle, and their wives. The 

tasting menu was perfect and Fitz's 

wine selection complemented the 

entire meal. Kudos go to Clodette 

Sabatelle for putting the evening 

together and to all file wives for 

listening to our tales of sporting 

magnificence from decades ago! 

Best wishes for this year, and I 

hope to see you at a basketball game. 

Jeff Pundyk 

20 E. 35th St., Apt. 8D 

New York, NY 10016 

jpimdyk@yahoo.com 

In the spirit of globalization. I've 

outsourced this issue's column. 

Completely unprompted and 

entirely of his own volition, Steve 

McPartland has agreed to help me 

out. Since he all but pleaded for the 

opportunity, how could I refuse? 

Steve writes: "Greetings to one 

and all. What have I done to de¬ 

serve such an honor, you may ask. 

When I querulously implored of 

Jeff that very question, he vaguely 

alluded to certain contemporaneous 

teenaged debaucheries, evidence 

of which purportedly remains in 

his possession, to persuade me to 

comply. As we were sophomore 

year roommates, a year that is 

largely a blur, and since it's hard to 

know how much menace such ma¬ 

terial retains — Polaroids fade and 

8-track players are now nowhere to 

be found — prudence dictates that 

I not call his bluff. I therefore accede 

to his generous offer. 

"I have prepared for this task by 

retrieving from their long slumber 

my copies of the 1981 Columbian and 

1977 Freshman Directory, so as to bet¬ 

ter recall who you all are (or were). 

I hope to be able to fill these pages 

with tales of your many accomplish¬ 

ments, near-brushes with greatness 

or successful plea bargains, so please 

do not hesitate to contact me via Jeff 

Pundyk's e-mail, at the top of the 

column—he will send to me. 

"We'll begin with Dr. Paul J. 

Maddon '88 P&S, '85 GSAS, '88 

GSAS, who recently was elected 

to the Columbia University Board 

of Trustees. Paul is a molecular 

virologist and immunologist who 

founded the biopharmaceutical firm 

Progenies in 1986, while a student at 

P&S. He has conducted research into 

the mechanism whereby HIV is able 

to compromise the human immune 

system and has ongoing trials at Pro¬ 

genies seeking ways to ameliorate its 

devastating progress. 

"A fellow toiler in the medi¬ 

cal vineyard is Dr. Ed Savage, 

cardiothoradc surgeon and former 

medical school professor who 

has been acknowledged as one of 

the 'Best Doctors' in his field in 

Chicago and who now practices 

at St. John's Mercy Cardiovascular 

and Thoracic Surgery in St. Louis. 

Ed, who is pursuing his black belt 

in Shotokan Karate, is married 

and has three children, the eldest 

of whom is a daughter recently 

enrolled at Bryn Mawr. 

"I doubt you'd remember, Ed, but 

I recall enjoying your company, along 

with that of Mike Rogan, several 

times during freshman year at meals 

in John Jay (during one of the periods 

when it hadn't been shuttered by the 

NYC Health Department). 

"Another notable success story 

is Philippe S. Pezet, who has been 

appointed CEO and president of 

U.S. operations at Bulthaup Corp., a 

German maker of high-end kitchen 

appliances and accessories. Perhaps 

Philippe can get me a deal on a 

replacement for my old fridge; it's 

tiresome having to subsist on warm 

beer and melted Popsides, nicht wahr? 
"Jeff Gracer took a break from his 

environmental law practice at Sive, 

Paget &: Riesel in NYC to campaign, 

along with his teenaged sons, in 

Florida for Barack Obama '83. An¬ 

other attorney who was for Obama is 

Erik Jacobs, who served in Cleveland 

as a volunteer lawyer/poll observer 

for Cuyahoga County, Ohio. 

"A dinner to present an award 

for 'Outstanding Clinidan of the 

Year' was given in November by 

the University of Michigan Medi¬ 

cal School to honor Dr. Steven R. 

Buchman, professor of surgery 

and neurosurgery, and chief of 

pediatric plastic surgery at U-M CS 

Mott Children's Hospital. 

"While I'm certain that many of 

us attempt in ways large and small 

to enhance the lives of others, what 

could be more benevolent than the 

healing of children? Nicely done, 

Steven. 

"One member of our dass who 

has built his career in places far from 

home is Mark Magnier, on his way 

to India as newly appointed South 

Asia bureau chief for the Los Angeles 
Times. Mark recently wrapped up 

five years reporting from Beijing and 

notes that 'after you get used to a 

billion people, you get kinda lonely 

without them around.' 

"Not much chance of being 

lonesome in India, Mark, so best 

of luck. 

"Daniel Gordis, s.v.p. of the 

Shalem Center in Jerusalem, recently 

announced the pending publication 

by Wiley of his seventh book. Saving 
Israel: How the Jewish People Can Win a 
War that May Never End. 

"Let's hope that Daniel's schol¬ 

arship can help foster a way past 

the seeming intractability of the 

issues suggested by his latest title. 

"Ed Klees, who some years 

back was the original author of 

this column, has reported that his 

professional star has now risen even 

higher. Ed has accepted the position 

of general counsel of the University 

of Virginia Investment Management 

Co., in Charlottesville, Va. UVTMCO 

is the UVA affiliate that manages the 

university's $5.1 billion endowment. 

Jefferson, Poe, Wilson, Couric and 

now Klees ... UVA just goes from 

strength to strength. Ed and his wife, 

Susan, who are the doting parents of 

two daughters, Jessica (7) and Rachel 

(5), set up house in Charlottesville at 

the end of December. 

"I'm not sure how many of us can 

lay daim to being genuine sources of 

amusement (at least intentionally), 

but Kenny Young has been pulling it 

off for a long time. Titular frontman 

for the Brooklyn-based trio Kenny 

and the Eggplants, Kenny limns an 

acoustical alternate dimension of 

undersea sentient vegetables, giant 

squirrels and 'Curtis Mayfield on 

the Moon.' Kenny and the band are 

longtime favorites at the renowned 

Edinburgh Fringe Festival, where 
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they recently received the coveted 

'Herald Angel' award for their most 

recent appearance as well as much 

fulsome praise from the local musi¬ 

cal press. Louise Ridley's review for 

Edinburgh's Three Weeks notes that 

'when they start singing their laid- 

back acoustic pop and bizarre but 

witty lyrics, they take the audience 

into a world of talking alligators, 

aliens and pirates.' Kenny's music 

can often be heard on WFMU 91.1 

FM, or at his regular Lower East Side 

stand. The Living Room. 

"One classmate who has been 

much in the news of late is Charles 

O'Byme, former secretary to Gov. 

David Paterson '77. Those of us 

who knew Chaz during our College 

years certainly hope that he is able 

to resolve the issues that have been 

weighing upon him, and resume the 

extraordinarily varied career that he 

has enjoyed since graduation. 

"This column has to close on an 

unexpectedly somber note. Jack 

O'Loughlin reports that Bobby 

Conroy passed away at his home 

in Needham, Mass., on October 27, 

after a valiant two-year struggle 

with colon cancer. Bobby will be 

remembered as a member of the 

Lions football team, as well as loving 

husband to his wife of 23 years, 

Sindia, and devoted father of their 

sons, Mark, Steven and Matthew. He 

also is survived by his mother and 

five brothers. Bobby had recently 

retired from a distinguished career 

in equity sales and trading and had 

maintained the athleticism that so 

characterized him. His life was tragi¬ 

cally cut short by this cruel affliction. 

"Perhaps this tragedy will lead 

us all to reflect upon our own mor¬ 

tality, and recognize how precious 

and fleeting our time here is. 

"Bobby's family asks that contri¬ 

butions in his memory be directed 

to a scholarship fund for underpriv¬ 

ileged children established in his 

name: The Bobby Conroy Memorial 

Fund, c/o Bank of America, Attn.: 

Andrew Duffy, 1455 Highland Ave., 

Needham, MA 02492. A funeral 

service was held on October 31." 

Continue to send updates to 

jpimdyk@yahoo.com. Steve and I 

will mud-wrestle over who writes 

the next one — loser writes. 

Andrew Weisman 

710 Lawrence Ave. 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

weisman@comcast.net 

It appears that a general malaise 

has set in; subsequently not one of 

you took it upon yourself to check 

in this period. I suppose it is to be 

understood. These are odd times. 

Forbes recently released the 2008 

list of the nation's wealthiest individ¬ 

uals. Heading the list once again: Bill 

Gates, followed by Warren Buffet, 

and then Larry Ellison, with a com¬ 

bined net-worth of almost $8,000. So 

there you have it; everyone has is¬ 

sues, but don't let it get in the way of 

good times. Send an e-mail, a note, a 

postcard, a photocopy of your skull, 

whatever. It'll make you feel great 

(with the possible exception of the 

skull thing). 

On October 23, yours truly 

attended the 60th Great Teacher 

Awards Dinner in the Low Ro¬ 

tunda. It was a remarkable event. 

The awards are given annually to 

professors who are "described by 

their students and their colleagues 

as truly great teachers, both inspir¬ 

ing and supportive." This year's 

honorees were Christia Mercer (the 

Gustave M. Beme Professor in the 

Core Curriculum) and Lorenzo 

M. Polvani (professor of applied 

mathematics). The year we gradu¬ 

ated, the honorees were Herbert H. 

Kellogg and Sidney Morgenbesser. 

Incidentally, Professor Morgen¬ 

besser was, at the time, chairman 

of the Philosophy Department and 

(a somewhat lesser distinction) my 

undergraduate adviser, which was 

a rare and fortunate opportunity. 

Joining me at the dinner table 

were Anthony Bosco '81, Randal 

Quarles '81, Andrew Arbenz '71, Ah¬ 

met Can '88, Ayame Konishi '88 and 

Patrick Yu '88. An inspiring time was 

had by all, and it served to highlight 

the truly extraordinary privilege of 

attending such a fine college. 

Cheers. 

Roy Pomerantz 

Baby king / Petking 

182-20 Liberty Ave. 

Jamaica, NY 11412 

bkroy@msn.com 

Ted Weinberger: "Barack Obama is 

now my favorite Columbia College 

classmate. Thanks to Barack, I have 

been freed from an excruciating 

bimonthly ordeal. Six times a year 

Columbia College Today makes the 

long trek all the way out to my post 

office box in Givat Ze'ev, Israel. 

And six times a year, with fear and 

trepidation, I used to rip open the 

plastic covering, flip to the 'Class 

Notes' section in the back, find '83 

and then begin the nasty business of 

seeing how I measure up to the other 

guys. But now I am at peace when 

CCT arrives because no one can 

compete with Barack. Game Over. 

Daniel J. is CEO of a major retail 

conglomerate? Barack O. is about to 

become chief executive of the United 

States Federal Government. John S. 

commands one of our fighting forces 

in Iraq? Barack O. is about to become 

Commander-in-Chief of the United 

States Armed Forces. Lawrence G. 

was appointed to the appellate court 

in one of the southern states? Barack 

O. will soon be in the position to 

appoint United States Supreme 

Court Justices. And so it goes. IEs 

just tough to compete against the 

President of the United States. 

"For the record, I don't remem¬ 

ber Barack from my college days, 

nor do any of my friends, nor have 

any of our classmates reported to 

CCT about palling around with 

Barack. [Editor's note: There is, in 

fact, one alumnus who did. See 

"Alumni Comer."] Perhaps he was 

a more serious student than we 

were and didn't circulate much. 

Looking at the situation from a 

different perspective (i.e., from 

the perspective of the person who 

paid for Columbia's tuition), my 

dad called me after the Democratic 

Convention to say: 'Maybe if you 

had had a little less fun in college 

you too could have been President 

of the United States.' 

"Apparently, to judge from the 

write-up in the September/Octo¬ 

ber CCT, the recent 25th reunion 

was an 'overwhelming success.' 

Unfortunately, neither Barack 

nor I could make it. Barack sent a 

letter to the class, which was read 

aloud at the reunion and printed in 

CCT. Barack noted that 'Twenty- 

five years ago, we left Columbia 

with the wind at our backs. But 

in spite of our successes, many in 

our nation have not shared in the 

prosperity of the last quarter-cen¬ 

tury, and some are worse off than 

before. We must continually be 

reminded of the work that remains 

to protect our union and repair our 

world.' He's still as serious as ever. 

I'm not sure how far I was from 

Barack on our graduation day. Per¬ 

haps if I was a little closer to him, 

I might have been swept up in the 

gust that has brought him so far 

ahead of the rest of us. And indeed, 

because he has come so very far, 

Barack has taken the pressure off 

all of the rest of us in Columbia's 

Class of 1983, for we now have 

one thing in common: We are all 

equally non-Presidential." 

Ralph Lane: "Had Obama 

entered our class earlier than junior 

year, he might have been inspired 

by my service as sophomore class 

president. I became president 

because of two things: something I 

knew and something that recently 

happened. What I knew was that 

nobody voted. In a class of 600,1 

won with 24 votes. The next highest 

vote getter got 12. This meant it was 

useless to waste time on persuasion 

(posters and speeches). Going for 

the low-hanging fruit, I hosted a 

party of my 10 best friends. I asked 

them each to write a list of 10 other 

members of the Class of '83 that 

they would escort to the polls. That 

iron-clad commitment to 100 got 

me 24 and the presidency. What 

recently happened was a campaign 

scandal. The presumptive jugger¬ 

naut in our class was Othon Prou¬ 

nis, and he would have cleaned my 

clock. History would bear that out. 

After being barred from the contest 

sophomore year, he went on to win 

the chair of the College Council for 

the next several years. The Colum¬ 

bia College's Election Commission 

had detailed budgets and reporting 

requirements for candidates. We 

could only spend so much, for 

only so long. The week before the 

date to commence posting our ads, 

flyers carpeted campus with the 

mysterious 'OTHON IS COMING.' 

He argued that they were too vague 

to be campaign posters. The com¬ 

mission felt otherwise and I got the 

presidency. 

"I can't help but think there are 

lessons from history. In a nation 

where only half of those eligible 

register, and then only half of those 

registered vote, nobody votes. The 

candidates would be wiser to ener¬ 

gize their base, not try to 'convince 

the undecided.' As for a time limit, 

I propose two months over the cur¬ 

rent two years. I could use a break 

from The Obama/McCain Show." 

The following article on 

President-elect Obama's Columbia 

ties appeared in The Wall Street 
Journal on September 11: "Barack 

Obama makes his first campaign 

visit today to his alma mater, Co¬ 

lumbia University. Just don't ask the 

prolific self-diarist to talk about his 

undergraduate days in Morning- 

side Heights. The Columbia years 

are a hole in the sprawling Obama 

hagiography. In his two published 

memoirs, the 47-year-old Demo¬ 

cratic nominee barely mentions 

his experience there. He refuses to 

answer questions about Columbia 

and New York - which, in this me¬ 

dia age, serves only to raise more of 

them. Why not release his Columbia 

transcript? Why has his senior essay 

gone missing? Now in our view, the 

college years shouldn't normally be 

used to judge a politician's fitness for 

office. We're not sure the transcripts 

of A1 Gore, John Kerry and George 

W. Bush - which showed them to be 

C students—illuminated much for 

voters. The McCain campaign won't 

release his records, but we know he 

graduated at the bottom of his Naval 

Academy class. But Mr. Obama is a 

case apart. His personal story, as told 

by him, made possible his rise from 

obscurity four years ago to possibly 

the White House. He doesn't have a 

long track record in government. We 

mainly have him in his own words. 

As any autobiographer, Mr. Obama 

played up certain chapters in his 

life — perhaps even exaggerating 

his drug use in adolescence to drive 

home his theme of youthful alien¬ 

ation — and ignored others. WhaEs 

more, as acknowledged in Dreams 
from My Father: A Story of Race and 
Inheritance, Mr. Obama reconstructed 
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conversations and gave some people 

pseudonyms or created 'composite' 

characters. Voters and the media 

are now exercising due diligence 

before Election Day, and they are 

meeting resistance from Mr. Obama 

in checking his past. Earlier this year, 

the AP tracked down Mr. Obama's 

New York-era roommate, 'Sadik/ in 

Seattle after the campaign refused to 

reveal his name. Sohale Siddiqi, his 

real name, confirmed Mr. Obama's 

account that he turned serious in 

New York and 'stopped getting 

high.' 'We were both very lost,' Mr. 

Siddiqi said. 'We were both alien¬ 

ated, although he might not put it 

that way. He arrived disheveled and 

without a place to stay.' For some 

reason the Obama camp wanted 

this to stay out of public view. Such 

caginess is grist for speculation. 

Some think his transcript, if released, 

would reveal Mr. Obama as a me¬ 

diocre student who benefited from 

racial preference. Yet he later gradu¬ 

ated from Harvard Law School 

magna cum laude, so he knows how 

to get good grades. Others speculate 

about ties to the Black Students 

Organization, though students active 

then don't seem to remember him. 

And on the far reaches of the Web 

can be found conspiracies about for¬ 

mer Carter national security adviser 

Zbigniew Brzezinski, who became 

the candidate's 'guru and controller' 

while at Columbia in the early 1980s. 

Mr. Brzezinski laughs, and tells 

us he doesn't 'remember meeting 

him.' What can be said with some 

certainty is that Mr. Obama lived off 

campus while at Columbia in 1981- 

83 and made few friends. Fox News 

contacted some 400 of his classmates 

and found no one who remembered 

him. He had transferred from Oc¬ 

cidental College in California after 

his sophomore year because, he 

told the Boston Globe in 1990, 'I was 

concerned with urban issues and 

I wanted to be around more black 

folks in big dties.' He got a degree 

in political science without honors. 

'For about two years there, I was 

just painfully alone and really not 

focused on anything, except maybe 

thinking a lot,' he told his biographer 

David Mendell. Put that way, his 

time at Columbia sounds unremark¬ 

able. Maybe that's what most pains a 

young memoirist and an ambitious 

politician who strains to make his 

life anything but unremarkable." 

The following press release was 

issued by Warner Bros.: "John 

Rogovin, former general counsel to 

the Federal Communications Com¬ 

mission and a highly experienced 

attorney in the area of communica¬ 

tions and media, has joined Warner 

Bros. Entertainment as e.v.p. and 

general counsel, it was announced 

by Barry Meyer, chairman and CEO, 

and Alan Horn, president and COO, 

Warner Bros. Rogovin, who will 

report directly to Meyer, fills the va¬ 

cancy created by the just-announced 

retirement of John Schulman. As 

general counsel for the studio, 

Rogovin will oversee an operation 

staffed with more than 125 lawyers 

responsible for all of the company's 

legal needs, including negotiations, 

litigation, copyright and trademark, 

intellectual property and employ¬ 

ment law. Rogovin will also serve as 

an officer of the company, working 

with Meyer and Horn as well as the 

other corporate officers to help iden¬ 

tify and delineate long-term growth 

strategies and business plans for 

Warner Bros. 'We are thrilled to have 

John join the company,' said Meyer. 

'He's well respected and highly 

regarded in the legal community 

and has an acute understanding of 

the intricacies and importance of the 

ways that media and legal issues are 

more and more interconnected as 

we move toward a digital standard. 

Following John Schulman in this 

post, he has big — almost legend¬ 

ary — shoes to fill, but I'm confident 

that he's more than up to the task 

and look forward to working closely 

with him.' 'John is a great addi¬ 

tion to the studio and will help us 

maintain the crucial balance of show 

and business that's so important to 

what we do,' said Horn. 'As the legal 

issues surrounding creativity and 

production grow more and more 

complex, it's great to have a General 

Counsel with John's experience and 

expertise in our comer.' 'I'm very 

excited to be joining Warner Bros, 

and thank Barry and Alan for the 

opportunity they've given me,' said 

Rogovin. "This is a time of extraordi¬ 

nary change and many challenges in 

the entertainment and communica¬ 

tions industries. I look forward to 

working with the entire legal team 

at the Studio to not only meet these 

challenges head on, but also help po¬ 

sition the company as an innovator 

and a leader in these areas.' Rogovin 

joins Warner Bros, following a 

distinguished career in public service 

and private practice. He was most 

recently a partner at Wilmer Cutler 

Pickering Hale and Dorr, where he 

helped build the firm's communica¬ 

tions practice, focusing on federal 

court litigation, regulatory proceed¬ 

ings, and mergers and acquisitions. 

Prior to that, he served four years 

(2001-05) as general counsel for the 

FCC, providing guidance and advice 

on key communications issues 

including the Internet, broadband, 

convergence and digital rights 

management. Before that, he was 

a partner at CXMelveny & Myers, 

focusing on trial court and appellate 

litigation. 

"From 1993-96, Rogovin served 

as a deputy assistant attorney 

general for the U.S. Department 

of Justice in its civil division, 

supervising a unit comprising 100 

attorneys defending the U.S. in 

lawsuits challenging the legality of 

governmental policies, programs 

and actions. Preceding that, he was 

an assistant to the attorney general 

at the DOJ; served as deputy tran¬ 

sition counsel on the Clinton-Gore 

presidential transition; was an as¬ 

sociate at O'Melveny & Myers and 

at Kramer, Levin, Nessen, Kamin 

& Frankel; and served as a law 

clerk to The Honorable Laurence 

H. Silberman on the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. 

"Rogovin holds an undergradu¬ 

ate degree from Columbia Univer¬ 

sity and a J.D. from University of 

Virginia Law School." 

John, as a WB licensee (Baby 

Looney Tunes), I'm glad to finally 

have a contact who can help expe¬ 

dite my contract amendments! 
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Our Reunion Committee is on fire! 

Events are being planned, guest 

speakers and panelists are being 

summoned, and the only thing 

missing is you! Join the fun! More 

details to be sent to you directly. 

In the meantime, thanks to the fol¬ 

lowing classmates for catching up. 

Seth D. Kunin recently was 

named pro-vice-chancellor (pvc) 

head of the faculty, arts and hu¬ 

manities at Durham University in 

the United Kingdom. 

"I have been working in the U.K. 

since finishing my Ph.D. in Cam¬ 

bridge in 1993. I've moved around a 

bit, going from Nottingham Univer¬ 

sity to the University of Aberdeen 

and culminating (for the moment) 

at Durham University. I arrived at 

Durham three years ago as executive 

dean of arts and humanities and was 

promoted to pvc this summer. 

"My research (and teaching) 

is in the anthropology of religion 

(I majored in anthropology at 

Columbia) with three books on the 

anthropological analysis of the Bi¬ 

ble and Jewish culture, and a book 

coming out, Columbia University 

Press, on Crypto-Judaism in New 

Mexico — this latter area has been 

my major area of work during the 

last 10 years." 

Seth is a marathon runner, and is 

running for Guide Dogs for the Blind 

in the Hora London Marathon 2009. 

An exhibition of Adam Van Do- 

ren's paintings ran at Renaissance 

Studio on West 57th Street from 

October 23-December 6. 

Jon White 

16 South Ct. 

Port Washington, NY 11050 

jw@whitecoffee.com 

In addition to his legal work, Paul 

Getzels continues his fine work 

with the City Bar Chorus in New 

York, which performed one of 

its many concerts last fall. Also, 

anyone in a need of a "voice over" 

should check out Paul's Web site: 

www.voiceofgetzels.com. 

John Phelan continues with his 

cutting-edge concept of computer¬ 

ized portable health care records. His 

new Web site (which I might add is 

really neat) was recently launched; 

check it out: www.zweenahealth.com. 

Barack Obama '83's recent 

election will affect several of our 

classmates on both sides of the aisle. 

Julius Genachowski was named to 

the President-elect7 s transition team 

and, according to one source, "will 

serve as the key technology advisor 

to the next President... Under [Ju¬ 

lius'] leadership, a Technology and 

Innovation plan has been drawn 

up ... to open government, open 

networks and open markets." 

We look forward to hearing many 

more updates on Julius' work in the 

months to come. 

Meanwhile, Hector Morales has 

been serving as the U.S. Permanent 

Representative of the Organization 

of American States since being con¬ 

firmed in March 2008. He is working 

on a major international conference 

[to be held] shortly after the inau¬ 

guration. Prior to this post. Hector 

was the U.S. executive director at the 

Inter-American Development Bank. 

After residing in multiple locations 

during the last 20 years in the United 

States and abroad. Hector and his 

wife live in Washington, D.C. 

Everett Weinberger 

50 W. 70th St., Apt. 3B 

New York, NY 10023 

everett6@gmail.com 

Given that we were only three years 

behind Barack Obama '83, it stands 

to reason that some of us might 

have Obama sightings. For instance, 

Warwick Daw wrote: "No, I'm not 

President of the United States or 

anything else, although I do seem to 

recall that Obama was in the same 

CC section as I was in fall '82. 

"I don't remember if I sent this 

in, but about a year ago I moved to 

Washington University in St. Louis 

to become an associate professor in 

the Division of Statistical Genom¬ 

ics in the Department of Genetics. I 
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grew up in St. Louis, and if s great to 

be back. My son is a junior in high 

school and my daughter is a fresh¬ 

man. I'm working on getting both of 

them to apply to Columbia." 

Michael Caldwell recalled that 

in March 2007, he testified to U.S. 

Democratic senators on pandemic 

flu, where he spoke to Obama 

and made sure to let him know 

how proud everyone is of him at 

Columbia. Michael is Dutchess 

County Commissioner of Health 

and was recently appointed by Gov. 

David Paterson '77 to the New York 

State Tobacco Use Prevention and 

Control Advisory Board. Michael 

serves on the board of directors 

of the Dutchess-Ulster American 

Heart Association and is a passion¬ 

ate advocate for tobacco control. 

His involvement in tobacco issues 

began as a medical student, when 

he successfully worked to ban 

smoking at Mount Sinai Hospital. 

Alexander Arguelles sent in a 

first update. "After Columbia, I 

went to the University of Chicago 

and stayed there until I earned my 

Ph.D. in 1994, and then did two 

years of post-doctoral research at 

the Berlin Program for Advanced 

German and European Studies. 

Thereafter I was a professor and 

director of foreign language educa¬ 

tion at Handong Global University 

in Korea for eight years, then chair¬ 

man of humanities at the American 

University of Science and Technol¬ 

ogy in Beirut, Lebanon, until I had 

to flee the war there in 2006. Now 

I am striving to establish my own 

academy for intensive foreign 

language training." 

John Chachas e-mailed: "I am 

co-head of Lazard's Media Practice 

and together with my wife, Diane 

Dougherty '84 Barnard, am busily 

raising three children in Manhat¬ 

tan (Anne, prospective Columbia 

College 2017; Christopher '20; and 

Jack '23). Family business interests 

in minerals and resources from my 

home state of Nevada are taking 

some attention. We continue as an 

owner of Gump's San Francisco 

and consequently see the Bay area 

every other month. Seem to have 

lost touch with many CC friends, 

but spending more time on the 

Columbia tennis courts at 218th 

Street — terrific facility. Get in 

touch: jchachas@gmail.com." 

Suprio Chaudhuri is head of 

U.S. global banking and markets 

compliance for The Royal Bank 

of Scotland, based in Greenwich, 

Conn. He lives in Southport, 

Conn., with his wife, Sharbani, son, 

Vikram (12), and daughter, Ananya 

(6). Suprio would love to recon¬ 

nect with old friends, particularly 

if anyone is in Fairfield County: 

suprio.chaudhuri@rbs.com. 

Glenn Chemigoff lives in 

Arlington, Va., with his wife, Laura, 

and children. Max (9) and Ann (7). 

He is a trial attorney with the U.S. 

Commodity Futures Trading Com¬ 

mission in Washington, D.C. Glenn 

still plays tennis tournaments and 

hopes to visit the new Columbia 

tennis center in Washington Heights 

on his next trip to NYC. 

Steven Marder is chairman 

and co-founder (formerly CEO) 

of Eurekster, a pioneering Internet 

technology company in tire emerg¬ 

ing "social search and discovery" 

market. He's also an industry 

adviser for Avista Capital Partners. 

Previously, Steve worked for 

Globalbrain.net, EMI and Tribune 

Company Compton's NewMedia. 

Congrats to Joel Berg for getting 

his first book published: All You Can 
Eat: How Hungry is America? (Seven 

Stories Press). See www.joelberg.net 

for more information. Joel is execu¬ 

tive director of the New York City 

Coalition Against Hunger. 

Sarah A. Kass 

PO Box 300808 

Brooklyn, NY 11230 

sarahkassUK@gmail.com 

September 28 marked the final game 

at Shea Stadium. Not a Columbia 

event, you say? Not a Class of '87 

event, you say? Ha! I was sitting 

in my regular season seats, taking 

pictures and getting bleary-eyed 

when who do I see walking into my 

section but Sue Raffman, Laurie 

Gershon, Rebecca Turner, Lee Ilan 

and her husband, Peter Engel! Sue 

had won a preseason lottery for tick¬ 

ets, turning the Shea Stadium Mez¬ 

zanine into Hushing's Baker Field 

branch. And as we all watched the 

Mets lose that final game (another 

experience we, as Mets and Lions 

fans, were not totally unused to), I 

recalled a momentous 1986 experi¬ 

ence, when, as sports editor for Spec¬ 
tator, I managed to finagle myself 

my first field credential for Shea and 

an interview with the Mets' Lenny 

Dykstra. My interview with Dykstra 

lived up to one of my favorite quotes 

from David Foster Wallace: "Great 

athletes usually turn out to be stun¬ 

ningly inarticulate about just those 

qualities and experiences that consti¬ 

tute their fascination." So, instead, I 

wrote a column for Spec about what 

it was like for a diehard, lifelong 

Mets fan to be in the dugout and 

on the field at Shea Stadium for the 

first time. And that turned out to be 

one of my most blessed Columbia- 

related experiences. 

John McCrea wrote, "After 

saying I would never, ever, lead 

another start-up, here I am at it once 

again in the Washington, D.C., area. 

Achieve-It is a search and consult¬ 

ing company, with the majority of 

our work in IT and the accounting 

and finance space. This time I am 

not partnered with Columbia folk, 

but instead with my wife, Trudy, 

who, after many years with IBM 

and Microsoft, is pleased to be 

working for a small company. So 

far she is happy working with her 

husband, and at the very least, our 

two kids see more of their parents! 

Visit www.achieve-it.net. 

"In addition, I am dedicating my 

spare time to a great charity. Oppor¬ 

tunity International, where Trudy 

and I are on the board of governors. 

OI is dedicated to reducing global 

poverty through micro-finance loans 

and related business education. 

It recently launched a new Web 

site, where groups of donors can 

collaborate and focus funds on a 

single entrepreneur. To facilitate this, 

we created a new group called the 

'Columbia College Class of 1987, 

and All Others.' If you are looking 

for a match with a fantastic micro- 

financed based charity, please check 

out www.optinnow.org / group / 

columbia_college_class_of_1987_ 

and_all_others." 

Peter Cleveland is the new v.p. 

for global public policy at Intel Corp. 

He also is taking over as head of the 

company's D.C. office. Peter had 

been chief of staff to Sen. Dianne 

Feinstein (D-Calif.) since 2006. Prior 

to his role overseeing Feinstein's 

office, he also had served as staff to 

the Senate Finance and Foreign Rela¬ 

tions Committees, and as a corporate 

and government relations attorney. 

And in a late-breaking news¬ 

flash press release, after many 

years at Time, Jennifer Bensko Ha 

is now the new executive director 

of digital media at WNYC. 

^*1^^ Jon Bassett 

30 PhillipsLn. 

■■■ Newtonville, MA 02460 

jabassett@gmail.com 

This month's column is dedicated 

to serendipity. The column was 

due November 5, and I did nothing 

to prepare. I was just plain lazy 

and completely riveted by Barack 

Obama '83's run for the Presidency. 

(I'm a history teacher, remember, 

and anyway I had been in the tank 

for Obama since the primaries.) So 

it was the afternoon of Wednes¬ 

day, November 5, and I took my 

sleep-deprived self (stayed up for 

the speeches on Tuesday night) 

to pick up my sixth-grader, Ben, 

after school. He hops into the car 

and asks, "Dad, do you know 

Susi Levy?" And I'm thinking, 

"That name sounds familiar." Says 

Ben, "She's a sixth-grade teacher 

in cluster A, and she knows you. 

She says she went to college with 

you." When I continued to make 

non-committal middle-aged parent 

noises, Ben lost patience and com¬ 

manded, "Park the car. Dad. We'll 

go in and see her right now." Which 

we did. And as soon as I heard her 

voice it all came flooding back. 

She still looks terrific (we joked 

that we're both in our early 30s). 

She reminded me of a few things 

about my past that I had mercifully 

forgotten, and we had a grand time 

catching up. We had to cut it short 

because Ben began pestering me to 

get going ("Dad, the guys are skate¬ 

boarding over at Ward School!"), 

but I did prevail upon Susi to send 

the following update. 

"So great to see you... How did 

we wind up in our 40s so fast? I 

stayed in New York City after we 

graduated. My thoughts at the time 

were, 'Why would anyone leave 

New York City?' I decided that 

since I was in a theater hot spot, and 

because I had happily participated 

in productions with the Columbia 

Courtiers, I would pursue acting 

as a career. I completed a two- 

year formal acting program at the 

William Esper Studio in Gramercy 

Park. I did the whole route, au¬ 

ditioning by day and temping at 

night (yes, unfortunately during 

the day as well when my audition 

schedule got slow). After landing a 

few extra parts in films and a few 

roles in off-off-Broadway produc¬ 

tions, I decided I needed to find a 

career that would bring me more 

day-to-day satisfaction and a sense 

of professionalism. I was working 

on literature with a small group of 

sixth-graders through a program 

sponsored by the Great Books 

Foundation. I would leave my 

lunchtime coaching sessions feeling 

uplifted and curiously optimistic. It 

began to dawn on me that I could 

pursue teaching as a career. 

"I earned an M.A. from Teachers 

College in October 1994 and went 

to work immediately at P.S. 198 on 

East 96th Street and Third Avenue. 

I taught at P.S. 198 for three years 

and then decided to follow my 

mentor, Laura Kotch (now a deputy 

commissioner for New York City 

public schools), when she took 

a position as district curriculum 

coordinator for Community School 

District 10 in the Fordham section 

of the Bronx. For 2V2 years, I worked 

in District 10 as a literacy facilitator 

and staff developer, traveling to 

elementary and middle schools to 

give in-class demonstrations and 

after school in-service training for 

teachers. Being a district facilitator 

was an eye-opening and strength¬ 

ening experience, considering 

Community School District 10 is the 

largest school district in New York 

City, with more than 55 schools and 

more than 50,000 students. 

"But I missed classroom teaching, 

and at the time, I also was concerned 

with love. I met my now ex-husband 

in 1998, and was married the follow¬ 

ing year. Although the marriage did 
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not last, two great benefits did result 

from my divorce. I decided to move 

back to Boston in 2000, and I had my 

son, Joshua, in May of the same year. 

We live in South Brookline and have 

lots of fun neighbors and a great sub¬ 

urban life. Joshua is in third grade 

at the Runlde School, the same el¬ 

ementary school my father attended. 

I am surrounded by family and old 

friends, and have been teaching mid¬ 

dle school English/language arts 

for seven years. I am at the Bigelow 

Middle School in Newton. 

"I have been shy about provid¬ 

ing updates to my high school and 

college newsletters. Part of me feels 

that perhaps I should have achieved 

more in life at this point. Compared 

to all the senators. Presidents, authors, 

cinematographers and artists who 

have graduated from our college, I 

feel a little subpar being a sixth-grade 

English and geography teacher. But I 

feel truly fortunate in that I adore my 

work, feel challenged and motivated 

by teaching, and spend practically 

every waking moment pondering 

new ideas for inspiring and connect¬ 

ing with my students. Oh, yes, and I 

am completing my second master's 

program in literacy and language at 

Framingham State College, which 

will allow me to get my second teach¬ 

ing license as a reading specialist." 

Pretty cool, I think. Not to get 

too philosophical here, but one 

thing that I really enjoyed about 

our reunion was hearing about 

the many different things that our 

classmates are doing and have done 

since 1988. There are lots of ways to 

define success, and I hope you'll use 

this column (and our next reunion) 

to share news of yours. So here's a 

very big thank you to Susi for over¬ 

coming her shyness and bailing me 

out of this month's column. The rest 

of you should follow her example 

— my next deadline is January 5, 

and the one after that is March 4! 

Note my new e-mail address at the 

top of the column. 
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We're just a few months away from 

an unprecedented class reunion, 

which begins Thursday, June 4, 

and goes through Sunday, June 7, 

including everything from festive 

cocktail parties in midtown and 

Core lectures to a sit-down class 

dinner at Columbia and a dean's 

lunch. The menu of activities and 

gatherings definitely puts our 20th 

reunion in the something-for-every- 

one category, with activities for our 

children as well. Our reunion has 

nearly taken on a life of its own, and 

countless alumni are galvanized 

to plan and organize it, including 

Matt Engels, who chairs the social 

committee responsible for some of 

the class events. "We've had a great 

time planning these events. With 

the help and input of an unprec¬ 

edented number of classmates, 

we've been able to organize unique 

events and get-togethers that will be 

memorable," Matt says. 

There are many good reasons to 

attend this reunion, even if you've 

never made it to a reunion — it's 

such a special time of life for all of 

us professionally and personally, 

and an exciting time for the College, 

with our soon-to-be President hail¬ 

ing from alma mater. I hope that 

you all will help spread the word to 

classmates, as it promises to be an 

unforgettable weekend for all who 

attend. 

Most of you probably read 

last fall that Donna Herlinsky 

MacPhee has been named Colum¬ 

bia's v.p. for alumni relations and 

Columbia Alumni Association 

president. For those of us who 

know Donna, it's not surprising, as 

she has volunteered for Columbia 

ever since we graduated, includ¬ 

ing chairing several committees 

and co-founding the Columbia 

Athletics Women's Leadership 

Council, which has raised more 

than $100,000 for athletics. In ad¬ 

dition to raising two girls, Larissa 

and Alexa, with her husband, John 

MacPhee, and helping out Colum¬ 

bia, Donna's career has spanned 

from contract negotiations for MLB 

sponsors to managing finances 

for the NHL to founding her own 

events management business. 

Donna says she has really been 

enjoying the "vibrant" Columbia 

community and reconnecting with 

alumni on a daily basis. 

Nicholas Towasser started 

his own publishing company. 

Dissident Books, based in New 

York City. Since graduating, 

Nicholas worked for a few years 

at a Japanese leasing company and 

then went on to the Medill School 

of Journalism at Northwestern for 

a master's in journalism. Nicholas 

writes, "After journalism school, 

I wrote about banking, music 

and retail. In 1995,1 was hired as 

a reporter and editor for Platts, 
the world's largest commodities 

information news service and a 

subsidiary of The McGraw-Hill 

Companies. I parted company 

with Platts in 2004 and began work 

on Dissident Books." Dissident 

Books released its first title. Notes 
on Democracy: A New Edition, in 

October. The book has all of the 

original text by H.L. Mencken, 

originally released in 1926, plus 

an introduction and extensive 

annotations by Mencken scholar 

Marion Elizabeth Rodgers and an 

afterword by Anthony Lewis, the 

two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, 

and holder of the James Madison 

Chair of First Amendment Issues 

at Columbia. The book is available 

at select bookstores and through 

Amazon.com. 

See you at reunion in June! 

Rachel Cowan Jacobs 

313 Lexington Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD 20901 

cowan@jhu.edu 

Heidi Siegell honored the release 

of her CD, Us Lonely People, a blue¬ 

sy, folky, new-age mix of original 

songs, with a community musical 

celebration in Hell's Kitchen, NYC, 

in November. You can get a copy of 

the CD at www.cdbaby.com/ cd/ 

heidisiegell. Coinciding with the 

release of Us Lonely People was the 

launch of Happiness Is Here, an 

online charitable project inspired 

by the album's song of the same 

name. Happiness Is Here offers 

essays, poetry, original artwork 

and songs by well-known and 

up-and-coming artists, all touching 

upon personal moments of trans¬ 

formation. The project's primary 

mission is to build a community 

where hope and inspiration can be 

found and shared through the arts. 

Feel free to check it out at www. 

happinessishere.org. 

Aside from making music and 

building community, Heidi enjoys 

spending time with her husband, 

composer Rolando Gori, and 

2-year-old daughter, Oceane. 

The following news about Jon 

Earle, Larry Rancilio and David 

Mandell comes courtesy of Face- 

book. Jon has been a history professor 

at die University of Kansas for 10 

years. One of his colleagues knows 

him quite well, as she is his wife, Les¬ 

lie Tutde, whom he met when they 

were graduate students at Princeton. 

They live in Lawrence, Kan., with 

two cats and one dog. Jon's first book, 

Jacksonian Antislavery and the Politics of 
Free Soil, 1824-1854, won a prize from 

the Society of Historians of the Early 

American Republic. His second book, 

John Brown's Raid on Harper's Ferry, is 

designed to be a classroom book. 

I knew Jon from Carman 8, so I 

will say with some authority that 

winning a prize for his first book 

was more than beginner's luck. 

Jon "spent some time with CC'ers 

at Lyle Zimskind's wedding last 

November. Lyle married a lovely 

and exotic woman named Limor. 

He graduated from UCLA law 

and now plans to be an ADA in 

Los Angeles. Hugh Hochman, a 

professor of French at Reed Col¬ 

lege, was best man; David Kaiser 

'91 gave an excellent toast; and I 

was a witness and thus had to sign 

the ketubah. Writing my name in 

Hebrew, with the rabbi and family 

looking on, was way more stressful 

than delivering a lecture in front of 

350 students 

A few states over from Kansas 

is Michigan, where I found Larry 

Rancilio. You all remember Larry 

— "Plex bouncer extraordinaire." 

Larry, Sue and sons Nicholas (12) 

and Ben (8) live in Grosse Point 

Woods, just outside of Detroit. 

The family went to a Columbia 

football game in October — the 

boys' first game — and even met 

the Lion mascot. Larry says his 

sons thought it was cool that Larry 

knew the Lion mascot back in 

the day. Oh, the memories. Larry 

works in the legal services busi¬ 

ness, doing a lot of government 

work in the foreclosure field and 

electronic monitoring. 

David Mandell is on the faculty 

of Penn's medical school, where he 

conducts autism research. He and 

his wife, Jamie Kudera, live in West 

Philly with their daughters, Shira 

(4) and Ariella (3). 

I was in Honda in October and 

spent a lovely evening at the home 

of Stephanie and Adam Ginsburg 

'90E. Adam celebrated his 40th the 

way I would want to celebrate every 

birthday—Vegas, baby! And a great 

time was had by all. In my pursuit 

to report on this milestone birthday 

for most of us last year, I didn't hear 

from many of you. But iT s not too 

late to get in touch, my friends. 

Margie Kim 

c/o CCT 

Columbia Alumni Center 

622 W. 113th St. 

MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 

margiekimkim@ 

hotmail.com 

Greetings from Texas! I am excited 

to be the new class correspondent. It 

will be fun to catch up with every¬ 

one. While I wait for updates from 

classmates whom I haven't spoken 

with in a while (or never met). I'll 

fill you in on the friends that I do 

keep in touch with. 

A group of us met up in New 

York City last summer for a mini¬ 

reunion to celebrate our 39th birth¬ 

days. Can you believe we're all 

(well, the majority of us) turning 40 

this year? Everyone looked great. 

We had dinner at Butter, where 

Alex Guamaschelli '91 Barnard 

is the head chef. The food was 

delicious, and the restaurant was 

gorgeous. She took great care of us. 

Elise Scheck has been busy in 
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Miami. She and her husband, Gil, 

had their fifth child (a girl) in 2008. 

That makes three boys and two girls 

—Joshua, Keith, David, Gabriella 

and Jessica. Elise was honored ear¬ 

lier this year as a Woman of Excel¬ 

lence for all of the great community 

work she does in Miami. 

Beth Shubin Stein and her 

husband, Chris Ahmad '90E, work 

and live in New York City with their 

children, Charlie and Sofie. Beth is 

at the Hospital for Special Surgery 

doing orthopedic surgery and sports 

medicine. Chris works at Columbia 

and recently took over as the head 

team physician for the New York 

Yankees. They recently bought an 

apartment next to Chelsea Market 

and moved in December. 

Kenny Shubin Stein lives 

nearby and usually meets Beth 

and the family for breakfast on 

the weekends, so he can observe 

the chaos of kids — and then he 

smiles, gives kisses and leaves! 

Kenny runs a hedge fund in New 

York City, Spencer Capital, where 

he works with Suzanne Kerrigan, 

who is COO and general counsel. 

Tara Kreidman Steinberg and 

her husband, Mark, live outside 

Cleveland with their children, 

Jessica, Brant and Q. Tara recently 

passed her 17th year of working 

at IMG, where she has been on the 

Tiger Woods team for the majority 

of her time there. Jessica is following 

in Tara's footsteps and is on the local 

swim team. Brant is following in his 

father's footsteps and plays basket¬ 

ball and football. Baby CJ also will be 

an amazing athlete one day soon. 

Bob Cooper is a partner with 

Boies, Schiller & Flexner in Wash¬ 

ington, D.C., where his practice 

focuses on antitrust and other 

commercial litigation. He and his 

wife, Debby Williams Cooper '94 

Barnard, live in Bethesda, Md., with 

their sons, Wesley and Pierson, and 

daughter, Avery, bom in September. 

Julie Levy is an attorney with 

Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett in 

New York City, where she is of 

counsel. She lives in Great Neck 

with her husband. Matt, and their 

daughters, Katie and Grade. 

Ann Giarratano lives in north¬ 

ern New Jersey with her husband, 

Chris Della Pietra '89, and their 

three daughters. Ann keeps busy 

taking the girls to all of their vari¬ 

ous activities and has a small busi¬ 

ness using her sewing talents. 

Ann often sees Jodi Williams 

Bienenfeld, who lives nearby with 

her husband, Scott, and their two 

children, Gus and Gemma. Jodi 

has reentered television produc¬ 

tion and is doing freelance projects 

while also teaching prenatal yoga 

and yoga to preschoolers. 

Laurel Daniels Abbruzzese 

and Greg Abbruzzese '92 also live 

in northern New Jersey with their 

daughters, Lydia, Emily and Chloe. 

Greg is the director of national ac¬ 

count sales for Converse. He does a 

fair amount of travel managing the 

Footlocker account. This is Laurel's 

second year as part of the full-time 

faculty at Columbia, teaching 

kinesiology and biomechanics, and 

clinical geriatrics in the Doctor of 

Physical Therapy Program at P&S. 

She also is co-director of clinical 

education. Their daughters keep 

them busy with baseball, gymnas¬ 

tics, swimming and dance classes 

throughout the year. 

Rob Endelman lives and works 

in New York City. He has a suc¬ 

cessful business. Cook with Class. 

Rob brings the experience of gour¬ 

met cooking into people's homes 

through hands-on instruction in a 

fun, social and laid-back environ¬ 

ment. [Editor's note: CCT profiled 

Endelman a few years ago: www. 

college.columbia.edu / cct_archive / 

may05 / updates3.] 

Melanie Seidner lives outside 

of San Francisco with her husband, 

Jeff, and their two sons. 

Jeff Michaelson is an orthope¬ 

dic surgeon and lives in Michigan 

with his wife and four children. 

Javier Loya temporarily moved 

from Houston to New York City 

last fall with his wife, Lucinda, 

and their daughters. Ana Luca and 

Elena. You might have seen Javier 

at a Columbia football game this 

season. Javier was sure to let me 

know that they will be back in the 

great state of Texas very soon. [Edi¬ 

tor's note: CCT also profiled Loya 

a few years ago: www.college. 

columbia.edu / cct_archive / jan03 / 

features3.php.] 

And, lastly, I am living in South- 

lake, Texas (in the Dallas / Fort Worth 

metroplex) with my husband. Dean, 

and my twin daughters, Christa 

and Nicole. I head up the investor 

relations department at Sabre Hold¬ 

ings, and I try to make sure that my 

daughters get to all of their activities. 

The CC '91 column has been 

empty far too many times. I am 

looking forward to hearing from 

you all, so send in those e-mails 

and let me know what's going on! 

Jeremy Feinberg 

315 E. 65th St. #3F 

New York, NY 10021 

jeremy.feinberg@ 

verizon.net 

Greetings and salutations! 

The New York Times reported two 

weddings involving classmates. 

First, David Gans wed Consuelo 

Irma Campuzano, an assistant gen¬ 

eral counsel at Goldman Sachs, on 

October 4. David is the director of 

the human rights, civil rights and 

citizenship program at the Con¬ 

stitutional Accountability Center, 

a Washington, D.C., research and 

policy center. And Josh Siegel, an 

assistant curator of film at MoMA, 

married Meredith Martin, an as¬ 

sistant professor of art at Wellesley 

College, on October 11. 

Turning to baby news, Jim 

Woody and his wife became proud 

parents to their third child, Grace, 

on October 16. 

Brad Randleman, who was one 

of my first Facebook friends from 

our class, wrote with news, includ¬ 

ing that he had just celebrated his 

20th reunion from high school with 

Dr. Stephen Antwi and Will Jack- 

son. He reported news for each. 

Brad, who has lived in At¬ 

lanta for 10 years, recently was 

promoted to associate professor 

of ophthalmology at Emory. He 

has three daughters, ages 12,10 

and 2, and he recently purchased 

Madeline and the Cats of Rome, au¬ 

thored by John Marciano, for the 

youngest. [See Bookshelf.] Brad 

told me that Will and his wife, Ar- 

wen, live with their four children 

in Houston, where Will works for 

Dell. Stephen, meanwhile, is the 

director of emergency services at 

Huntsville Memorial Hospital in 

Huntsville, Texas. 

Response to my question about 

whether you would like to see a CC 

'92 Facebook Group was light, so 

I'll ask again, in a slightly different 

way: Do you use Facebook, and has 

it helped you connect with class¬ 

mates? Let me know if you have 

any good stories in this regard, and 

we'll see where we go from there. 

Take care for now. 

Thad Sheely 

152 Gates Ave. 

Montclair, NJ 07042 

tsheely@jets.nfl.com 

No news. How sad. Please write 

with your wonderful tales of 

adventure and success. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI affairs Paul Pavlica 
pjp2H3@columbia.edu 

212-851-7849 
DEVELOPMENT Rachel Towers 

rt2339@columbia.edu 
212-851-7833 

Leyla Kokmen 

440 Thomas Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

leylak@earthlink.net 

Jen Higgins writes with the happy 

news that she and her partner, 

Jacqueline Woo, welcomed daugh¬ 

ter Mika Noor Higgins-Woo on 

October 13. Congratulations! 

Alan Berks and his wife, Leah 

Cooper, recently gave birth to a 

different sort of baby: They've 
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launched MinnesotaPlaylist.com, 

a new Web site, magazine and 

resource guide for Minnesota's 

performing arts. They'll be updat¬ 

ing the content every Monday and 

Thursday, and they've already 

published a number of terrific es¬ 

says by some of the many talented 

folks in the vibrant Twin Cities arts 

community. Check it out. 

Also on the Twin Cities front, I 

saw Tim Carvell '95 in September 

when he was in town with The Daily 
Show for the Republican National 

Convention. Tim was thoroughly 

exhausted from round-the-clock 

writing for the show during the 

conventions, first in Denver, then in 

St. Paul, but it was great to catch up 

before he headed back to the rela¬ 

tive sanity of New York. [Editor's 

note: CCT profiled Carvell in 2007: 

www.college.columbia.edu/ cct_ 

archive/mar_apr07/updates3.php.] 

And, not to keep this entirely 

Minnesota-oriented, but my other 

news is that I've recently become 

the president of the Columbia 

University Club of Minnesota. We 

have a great group of alumni from 

the College and from other CU 

schools, and we're working hard 

to rebuild the local alumni chapter. 

So if you're in the area and want to 

get involved, please drop me a line. 

For everyone not in Minnesota, 

feel free to drop me a line anyway 

and let me know your latest news! 

Remember that we have a reunion 

coming up, planning for which 

is well under way. It promises to 

be a great time, so save the dates 

Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 7. If 

you would like to get involved, see 

the Alumni Office contacts at the 

top of the column. 

Until next time, take care. 

Janet Lorin 

127 W. 96th St., #2GH 

New York, NY 10025 

jrflO@columbia.edu 

First, the news from the West Coast. 

Congratulations to Rabbi Sharon 

Brous for winning the first Inspired 

Leadership Award from the Jewish 

Community Foundation of Los 

Angeles. Sharon is the founder of 

1KAR, a spiritual Jewish communi¬ 

ty in Los Angeles that was inspired 

by Congregation B'nai Jeshurun 

on the Upper West Side, where she 

was the Marshall T. Meyer Rabbinic 

Fellow. According to a press release 

that announced the award, Sharon 

will receive a hefty prize: a $100,000 

donor-advised fund for her to 

distribute to programs and projects 

of local Jewish organizations that 

support her vision. Sharon, one of 

at least three rabbis in our class, 

has been praised for her approach 

to drawing back many young, 

unaffiliated Jews to Judaism. Of the 
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370 families and individuals who 

are members of IKAR, the majority 

are previously unaffiliated or disaf¬ 

fected young Jews. 

Sharon was ordained by the 

Jewish Theological Seminary in 

2001 and earned a master's in hu¬ 

man rights from Columbia. After 

moving to Los Angeles in 2002, she 

was rabbi-in-residence and director 

of the Advanced Jewish Studies 

Center at Milken Community High 

School. Read more about IKAR 

here: www.ikar-la.org/ index.html. 

Sharon and her husband, David 

Light, a comedy writer, have two 

daughters. [Editor's note: CCT pro¬ 

filed Brous in 2005: www.college. 

columbia.edu/ cct_archive/ may05/ 

updates4.php.] 

Does anyone know of other rab¬ 

bis or spiritual leaders in addition 

to Jon Berkun in Miami and Jes¬ 

sica Zimmerman in New York? 

Also in Los Angeles, Anna Lisa 

Raya married Kevin Floyd John 

Rivera on September 7 at the Ca¬ 

thedral of Our Lady of the Angels, 

according to an announcement in 

The New York Times. Anna, also my 

classmate at the Journalism School, 

was the deputy editor and a style 

editor of Tu Ciudad, a lifestyle 

magazine in Los Angeles that was 

published by Emmis Communica¬ 

tions. Her husband is a marketing 

operations manager in Ontario, 

Calif., for the North American unit 

of BMW. He graduated from New 

Mexico State University and re¬ 

ceived an M.B.A. from Washington 

State University. 

Adlar Garcia has left Mom- 

ingside Heights. After working at 

Columbia for nearly 13 years, he 

moved to Miami in September to 

become the associate director of 

alumni relations for Northwestern 

University's Kellogg School of 

Management. Adlar's principal 

task will be to engage alumni in 

Latin America and tire Miami 

area to support Kellogg's alumni 

programs and activities. 

Finally, congrats to Jennifer 

(Lew) Goldstone and her husband, 

Tom, on the birth of their second 

son, Charles William. He joins 

brother Max. Jenn lives on the next 

block over from me on 96th Street, 

and I hope to see her soon. 

Please keep the updates coming. 

Ana S. Salper 

125 Prospect Park West, 

Apt. 4A 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

asalper@yahoo.com 

Dr. Arnold Kim, founder and 

senior editor of the popular technol¬ 

ogy Web site, MacRumors.com, 

recently was profiled in an article in 

The New York Times on home-grown 

publishers whose wealth has been 

enabled by the Internet. Arnold 

recently stopped practicing medi¬ 

cine in order to devote himself to 

blogging full-time. According to the 

article, MacRumors.com placed No. 

2 on a list of the "25 most valuable 

blogs," right behind Gawker Media 

and ahead of The Huffington Post, 

PerezHilton.com and TechCrunch. 

Two of the other tech-oriented blogs 

on the list, Ars Technica and paid- 

Content, were sold earlier this year, 

reportedly for sums in excess of $25 

million. For eight years, Arnold, 

who lives just outside of Richmond, 

Va., has been trading gossip, rumors 

and facts about Apple, the notori¬ 

ously secretive computer company, 

on MacRumors.com. 

It had been a hobby — albeit 

a time-consuming one — while 

Arnold earned his medical degree. 

He kept at it as he completed his 

medical training and began diag¬ 

nosing patients' kidney problems. 

Arnold's Web site now attracts 

more than 4.4 million people and 

40 million page views a month, 

according to Quantcast, making it 

one of the most popular technol¬ 

ogy Web sites. Congratulations on 

your success, Arnold! 

Wendy Lefko Messeloff and 

her husband, Dan, are now the 

proud parents of twins Andrew 

and Dahlia, born August 18, on 

their parent's sixth anniversary. 

The twins join brother Alex (2). 

Dan is a labor and employment 

attorney with the national firm 

Ogletree Deakins, and Wendy is 

the grants development director 

at the Jewish Community Federa¬ 

tion of Cleveland. The couple 

left NYC and moved back to 

Wendy's hometown of Cleveland 

a few years ago and settled in the 

suburb of Shaker Heights. This 

past summer, they attended the 

Chicago wedding of Darrell Cohn 

'97. Wendy also has recently 

been in touch with Jen and Ed 

Rosenfeld, who live in Stamford, 

Conn., with their three kids, and 

Lisa Kirchick Rose, who recently 

gave birth to her second son. Cal, 

named after her father. 

In local news, I recently ran 

into Jeremiah Crowell and his 

newborn son, Callum, strolling 

in Park Slope. Jeremiah works in 

film production. Congratulations 

on your new arrival, Jeremiah! I 

had two other recent encounters 

in my neighborhood, with Alex 

Grossman and Jodi Kantor, both 

of whom live in Park Slope. 

Until next time, my faithful 

readers. As always, I urge you to 

please send in more notes! I leave 

you with these words: "We are not 

enemies, but friends." 

—President-elect Barack Obama '83, 
November 4 (referring to voters on both 
sides of the aisle, quoting from Abraham 

Lincoln's first inaugural speech) 

iacie Buitenkant '98 married Sander Jacobowitz in September at the 
New York Botanical Garden. Attending were (left to right) Cristina (Cue) 
Gil '99, Sandra Arnold '98, the bride, Robert Stevenson '97E, Bethany 
(Livstone) Stevenson '98 and Rina (Bersohn) spiewak '98. 
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Sarah Katz 

1935 Parrish St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19130 

srkl2@columbia.edu 

Hannah Kong was promoted to 

partner from associate at the New 

York firm of Kirkland & Ellis. 

Szilard Kiss and his wife, 

Zsofia Stadler, recently returned 

to Manhattan after five years in 

Boston. He joined the faculty at 

Weill Medical College of Cornell 

University as an assistant professor 

of ophthalmology, specializing in 

the surgical and medical manage¬ 

ment of vitreoretinal disorders and 

visual electrophysiology. Zsofia is 

an oncologist at Memorial Sloan- 

Kettering Cancer Center. They live 

on the Upper East Side and are 

thrilled to be back in New York. 

Bryan Ferro opened his second 

retail jewelry store in Stowe, Vt. 

The first store is located on Main 

Street in the village of Stowe, and 

the new one is inside the Stowe 

Mountain Lodge (a beautiful 

lodge at the base of Spruce Peak 

Mountain). Ferro Jewelers special¬ 

izes in antique and estate jewelry, 

custom design, fine diamonds, 

international jewelry lines and 

Vermont charms. Please visit www. 

ferrojewelers.com — Columbia 

grads will save 10 percent on all 

products! Go Lions! 

John Dean Alfone teaches 

Spanish to 25 classes in the greater 

New Orleans region and spent 

the weekend of October 24-26 

shooting high-definition video for 

FuseTV's coverage of VoodooFest. 

M. Omar Chaudhry is celebrat¬ 

ing his third year in private prac¬ 

tice as a litigation attorney. Omar 

also is celebrating his third year 

of marriage with wife Samiyah 

Ali and 1-year-old son Humza 

Omar. In June, Omar was elected 

to a two-year term on the board of 

directors of the N.Y. Civil Liberties 

Union - Nassau Chapter. He vol¬ 

unteers for the USDC-SDNY Em¬ 

ployment Discrimination Program 

as a pro bono attorney through 

the USDC-SDNY Pro Se Office. In 

fall 2007, he was inducted into the 

Society of Columbia Graduates. 

Gail Katz added Sophia Bella to 

her family on June 14, joining sister 

Aliza (2). Gail enjoys her job as a 

patent litigator for Amgen and life 

in general in Los Angeles. 

Leslie Kendall married Kerry 

Douglas Dye on October 25. She 

made a film this summer and is 

awaiting the final cut while getting 

back to auditioning. 

Darrell Cohn married Leah 

Kahn in Chicago on July 13. The 

following Columbians attended: 

Stuart Milstein '02 Business, Barry 

Wimpfheimer '95, Shana Gillers 

'98, Kineret Fisher, Michal Agus 

Fox '97 Barnard, Dr. Shlomo Drap- 

kin '94 and Dr. Nathan Fox. Darrell 

and Leah live near Wrigley Field 

and love Chicago. Darrell recently 

was certified as a project manage¬ 

ment professional. 

Sandra P. Angulo Chen 

10209 Day Ave. 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

spa76@yahoo.com 

Happy New Year, Class of 1998! 

Let's get things started with some 

wedding news. On September 

21, Jacie Buitenkant married 

Sander Jacobowitz at the New York 

Botanical Garden. Columbia alums 

in attendance were Cristina (Cue) 

Gil '99, Sandra Arnold, Robert Ste¬ 

venson '97E, Bethany (Livstone) 

Stevenson and Rina (Bersohn) 

Spiewak. Mazel tov to Jacie and 

Sander! [See photo.] 

In business news, Amol Sarva's 

company's innovation, the Peek, a 
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Jen Park '00 and Mike Showalter '00 were married in September in 
Park's hometown of Milwaukee. Attending were (back row, left to right) 
Steve Trudei '99E, Chris Uglietta '01, Matthew whitman '01, Andrew 
Danberg-Ficarelli '01, lan Grant '01, John Kriegsman '00, TonySlokar 
'01E and Jim Murphy '00E, and (front row, left to right) Christophe Gillet 
'00, Omosede [dehen '00, '06 Business, Alicia Dooley Rappaport '00, the 
groom, the bride, Heidi Yeung '00, Rashmi Menon '00, Priscae Bae '00 
and Anna Dimond '00 Barnard. 
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mobile e-mail device, is gamering 

amazing press and reviews in Time, 
O the Oprah Magazine, USA Today, 
Geek Sugar and more. I got to check 

out the Peek at reunion, and it's a 

very cool and easy-to-use gadget. If 

you want to follow the buzz, check 

out GetPeek.com. Congratulations 

to Amol and the entire Peek team. 

Lastly, it is with great sadness 

that I announce the death of one of 

our classmates. Amy Sullivan Lee 

died October 4 at 32. She suffered a 

sudden hemorrhagic stroke. Amy, 

a social studies teacher at Richard 

R. Green High School of Teaching 

on the Upper East Side, is survived 

by her husband, Michael; son. Jack; 

parents, Sheila and Jerry Sullivan; 

and sister, Maggie Sullivan Quinn. 

On behalf of our entire class, I 

send Amy's family and friends our 

deepest condolences. 
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Louis Hyman has been appointed 

to the American Academy of Arts 

and Sciences 2008 Class of Visiting 

Scholars. Louis, who received his 

Ph.D. in history from Harvard, is 

among eight individuals who have 

been awarded fellowships as part 

of the academy's Visiting Scholars 

Program. During his yearlong 

residency in Cambridge, Louis will 

work on Debtor Nation: How Con¬ 
sumer Credit Built Postwar America, 
an analysis of the political and 

economic institutions, consumer 

behaviors and legal framework that 

converged, by the 1970s and 1980s, 

to bring about a major personal 

debt crisis with deep implications 

for American society. His manu¬ 

script has been accepted for publica¬ 

tion by Princeton University Press. 

Some of you may recall Louis' early 

research on workers' rights from his 

senior American history thesis on 

the "No beer, no work" movement 

of 1919. To my knowledge the proj¬ 

ect launched the only T-shirt line to 

come out of Fayerweather Hall. 

Daniel Whang has joined B. Riley 

& Co. as a senior analyst and will 

cover the industrials sector from 

B. Riley's New York office. Daniel 

earned a B.S. and M.S. in mechanical 

engineering from Columbia and an 

M.B.A. from Chicago. 

Congratulations to Justin 

Shubow, who recently graduated 

from Yale Law School. Justin is 

assistant editor at Commentary 
magazine in New York. 

David Karp and Sahil Godiwa- 

la, in a bi-coastal effort, are spear¬ 

heading plans for our 10th (gasp!) 

reunion. Many other classmates are 

also getting involved. If you want to 

help, or just voice your opinion, feel 

free to drop them a note. See you all 

Thursday, June 4r-Sunday, June 7. 

Prisca Bae 

334 W. 17th St., Apt. 3B 

New York, NY 10011 

pbl34@columbia.edu 

Joseph M. Levine (aka Rabbi Yosie 

Levine) recently was installed as the 

seventh rabbi of The Jewish Center 

at 131W. 86th St. in Manhattan. 

His father. Dr. Robert E. Levine 

'60, writes, "This is a remarkable 

achievement for a young rabbi, 

considering that it is not only a 

very large congregation, but also 

one of the most important Modem 

Orthodox Jewish congregations in 

the country. 

"Past rabbis of The Jewish Center 

include such notable figures as 

Rabbi Leo Jung (who served for 65 

years). Rabbi J. J. Schacter and Rabbi 

Norman Lamm, who went on to 

become the president of Yeshiva 

University. 

"Rabbi Levine was ordained by 

the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theologi¬ 

cal Seminary at Yeshiva University. 

He also received an M.A. in Bible 

from Yeshiva University and an 

M.P.A. from the Wagner School of 

NYU. 

"As a Lauder Fellow, Rabbi 

Levine was one of a small group 

that opened the first Orthodox 

yeshiva in Germany since WWII. 

He also was awarded a Wexner 

Fellowship. Rabbi Levine is married 

and has one son. His two brothers 

also are Columbia College alumni." 

Grace Roh and Daniel Fazio '01 

were married on September 27 in 

Malibu, Calif. Grace writes, "We 

were excited to have our college 

friends fly out from all over the 

country to celebrate with us." Grace 

and Dan are associates at the Chi¬ 

cago law firm of Seyfarth Shaw. Dan 

practices labor and employment 

law, and Grace practices employee 

benefits law. 

John Kriegsman was kind 

enough to do a write-up of Mike 

Showalter and Jen Park's wedding 

in Milwaukee: "On the 27th of Sep¬ 

tember, Jen Park and Mike Show¬ 

alter got married in Jen's hometown 

of Milwaukee. Prisca Bae and 

Heidi Murphy were bridesmaids, 

Chris Uglietta '01 was best man and 

Jim Murphy '00E, John Kriegs¬ 

man and Steve Trudei '99E were 

groomsmen. Other Columbians in 

attendance were Anna Dimond '00 

Barnard, Omosede Idehen, Rashmi 

Menon, Alicia Dooley Rappaport, 

Christophe Gillet, Matthew Whit¬ 

man '01, Andrew Danberg-Ficarelli 

'01, Tony Slokar '01E and Ian Grant 

'01. [See photo.] 

"On the day of the wedding, the 

ladies spent the afternoon beau¬ 

tifying themselves, though it was 

hardly necessary, while die men 

chose to manlify themselves further 

by strip-teasing the locals while 

taking a cruise through downtown 

on the Milwaukee River. 

"Other than Jen's utterance of 

an unprintable word of Germanic 

origin at the beginning of the tra¬ 

ditional Yankee ceremony, events 

went off without a hitch (aside 

from the hitch in question). The 

rooftop reception that followed 

featured a traditional Korean 

ceremony that — to this ignorant 

Western observer qualified only to 

comment on the superficialities — 

involved piggy-back rides and the 

hurling of chestnuts. 

"Other activities included 

Oktoberfest, a stirring rendition of 

Roar Lion Roar and the Columbia 

rowing team's public shaming 

during a spontaneous break-dance 

competition by a slight middle 

school student." 

Jonathan Gordin 

3030 N. Beachwood Dr. 

Los Angeles, CA 90068 

jrg53@columbia.edu 

As usual, my column was a few 

days late because I had late-break¬ 

ing news to deliver. On November 

9, Jamie and I had the honor of at¬ 

tending Dina Epstein's wedding to 

Eitan Levisohn, in Washington, D.C. 

Dina is in her third year of law 

school at Georgetown, and Eitan is 

an attorney for the Justice Depart¬ 

ment. The wedding was an incred¬ 

ible experience, drawing together 

so many friends from Columbia, 

Barnard and JTS. I'll try to include 

a picture in the next issue. 

Jonathan Lemire and Carolyn 

Melago '04 GSAS were married 

on September 27 in front of a 

gathering of family and friends at 

die Oratory Church of St. Boniface 

in Brooklyn. The couple, who held 

their reception at Bubby's Restau¬ 

rant in the borough's DUMBO 

neighborhood, met at the New York 
Daily News, where they still work. 

Jon, who has been with the Daily 
News since graduation, is the news¬ 

paper's deputy police bureau chief 

and fire department reporter, while 

Carrie is an assignment editor and 

education reporter. 

The couple was overjoyed to 

share their special day with so 

many wonderful relatives and 

friends, including Christa Lee 

Rock '98, Andrew Pagano, Marc 

Dunkelman, Leo Lopez, Lisa 

Zebrowski, Josh Fay-Hurvitz 

'03, Mike Mirer '02, Lisa Cicale 

Moskal '93, Kirsten Danis '92 and 

Bob Kolker '91, as well as several 

current students and alums of 

Columbia's graduate schools. 

Jon and Carrie, who live in 

Brooklyn, honeymooned on the 

Gulf Coast, where they devoted 

some of their trip to volunteering 

with Habitat for Humanity rebuild¬ 

ing homes destroyed by Hurricane 

Katrina. 

Jeff Senter has started putting 

his law degree to use as an advo¬ 

cate with Project FAIR at the Urban 

Justice Center (NYC), helping 

protect the rights of people with 

mental disabilities. 

Steve Song, since resigning 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009 



COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY CLASS NOTES 

from his hedge fund job last Febru¬ 

ary, has been helping his father 

start up a small family business 

and has been traveling around 

the world. Additionally, he has 

been quoted in The New York Times 
discussing his volunteer organi¬ 

zation, 116 to Wall Street, which 

helps mentor undergraduates from 

Columbia who have finance career 

aspirations. 

Matthew Winters wrote: "At 

the beginning of September, I 

defended my dissertation in politi¬ 

cal science at Columbia (The Impact 
of Domestic Political Constraints on 
World Bank Project Lending), and I 

moved away from the Columbia 

neighborhood to midtown, so 

that I could be within walking 

distance of Penn Station. 1 am 

commuting to Princeton, where 

I am a post-doctoral fellow at the 

Niehaus Center for Globalization 

and Governance. I am working 

on publishing several parts of my 

dissertation as journal articles and 

hope also to travel to Indonesia in 

the spring for field research that 

will jump-start a book manuscript 

on foreign aid and local economic 

development. 

"Next fall, I will make the big 

move out to Champaign-Urbana, 

El., where I will start as an assistant 

professor in the Department of 

Political Science at the University 

of Illinois. (I hear from my future 

colleagues that the soybeans have 

been calling my name.) In addition 

to forcing me to really leave New 

York, that move will bring to an 

end my 11 years as host of The 
Moonshine Show on WKCR-FM. (I 

celebrated my 10th anniversary 

with an evening concert in May 

at Banjo Jim's in the East Village.) 

I hope to continue writing about 

music on my co-authored blog, 

soundofblackbirds.blogspot.com." 

Matt attended Simon Moshen- 

berg's wedding in August—con¬ 

gratulations to Simon! 

Finally, I attended a party at the 

house of Michelle Braun Nayfack 

in Los Angeles on Election Night 

— it was an amazing experience to 

watch the first African-American 

President-elect and Columbia grad 

deliver his acceptance speech from 

Chicago. 

Best wishes for a wonderful 

2009! 

Sonia Hirdaramani 

2 Rolling Dr. 

Old Westbury, NY 11568 

soniah57@gmail.com 

Hi friends! Hope everyone is 

enjoying the fall and the fact that 

our President-elect is a fellow Co¬ 

lumbia College graduate. Here are 

some updates from our classmates. 

Andres Zuleta-David is in 

CCT Class Notes correspondent Sonia Dandona '02 was married on 
August 27 at Athens, Greece's historic zappion to Aroon Hirdaramani 
'01 Brown in what the bride called a "big fat Greek/Indian wedding.” 
Attending a welcome party on August 25 were (left to right) Su Ahn '02, 
Lindsay Jurist-Rosner '02, the bride, Michael Canino '02E and Agnia Ba- 
ranauskaite '02. Several other classmates also attended the wedding. 

Tokyo, working for White Rabbit 

Press, a publishing company, 

working on Tokyo neighborhood 

guides and Japanese language- 

related products for students. 

Christopher Thiemann finished 

his J.D. and M.B.A. at The Ohio 

State University last spring and 

recently started an appointment as 

a Presidential Management Fellow 

at the Department of the Treasury 

in the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax 

and Trade Bureau. He also took 

the New York State Bar Exam and 

moved to Washington, D.C., in 

July. 

Ilene Weintraub is entering her 

second season as the head women's 

tennis coach and invites classmates 

to come cheer on the lady Lions. 

Refer to www.gocolumbialions.com 

for the upcoming spring sched¬ 

ule. [Editor's note: Also see CCT, 

November/December.] Jessica 

Tait is a second-year at Wharton 

(graduating in May) along with 

Sarah Weintraub. Luba Kagan is a 

first-year at Wharton. 

Mamie Glassman and Seth 

Gale were married in Boston on 

June 8. The newlyweds met during 

their first week of freshman year, 

as they were neighbors in Carman 

Hall. Many fellow Columbians 

were there to celebrate with them. 

Michael Novielli 

[ I K| 205 W. 103rd St., Apt. 4B 

mdmd New York, NY 10025 

mjn29@columbia.edu 

We as Columbia College graduates 

certainly have much to be proud 

of. Not only do we have a CC grad. 

Gov. David Paterson '77, in the 

highest office in New York State, 

but we now have another, Barack 

Obama '83, soon to be in the high¬ 

est office in the nation. Regardless 

of political affiliation, that is very 

exciting news for Columbia! 

Many of our classmates volun¬ 

teered and worked for Republican 

and Democratic political campaigns 

throughout the United States. Peter 

Koecley comes to mind in particu¬ 

lar. I regularly received e-mails from 

him on behalf of MoveOn.org Civic 

Action, a "501(c)(4) organization 

that primarily focuses on nonpar¬ 

tisan education and advocacy on 

important national issues." In the 

case of this Presidential election, 

MoveOn.org endorsed Obama, rais¬ 

ing $888,572 and organizing 933,808 

volunteers for his campaign. It also 

raised $3,912,544 for House and 

Senate candidates. Peter was a key 

player in the success and efforts of 

MoveOn.org, so congratulations, 

Peter. 

Andy So launched his latest col¬ 

lection of basketball gear at www. 

philosokicks.com. Philosokicks 

also launched www.ballordie.com. 

"an online magazine bringing you 

the most relevant basketball train¬ 

ing tools and self improvement 

habits for the dedicated player." 

Anna Maria Mannino and 

Jonathan White have been living 

in North County, San Diego, for 

about a year. Anna is an associate 

marketing manager at The Upper 

Deck Co. and Jonathan, a 1st lieu¬ 

tenant in the Marines, is serving 

on a border transition team in 

Iraq until March. They are excited 

about their wedding in May. Peter 

Neofotis continues to perform sto¬ 

ries from Concord, VA, in New York 

City. Joey Hoepp writes, "I gradu¬ 

ated from the School of Design at 

Penn last May with a master's in 

architecture. I took a two-month 

whirlwind tour through South 

America with a few kids from grad 

school, including Daniel Hammer¬ 

man '02. Dan and I even got to ski 

in the Andes on a 10-inch powder 

day together! I decided to stay in 

Philly and work for an architecture 

firm in Center City." 

Dan and Robyn Schwartz 

recently were married, and Joey 

was in attendance. Robyn writes, 

"It was a very exciting (and busy) 

summer and early fall. In late May, 

I received my M.P.A. in nonprofit 

administration from the School of 

Public Affairs at Baruch College. 

Then in late July, my longtime 

boyfriend, Dan, was offered a 

year-long position at Renzo Piano 

Building Workshop in Genoa, Italy. 

We managed to throw together 

a wedding at the Prince George 

Ballroom in Manhattan on October 

5, and were thrilled that so many 

of our college friends could attend 

on such short notice. We moved to 

Arenzano, a suburb of Genoa, at the 

end of October and are spending 

our first year of married life living 

la dolce vital You can read about our 

adventures on our blog, http: / / 

martelloetrofiewife.blogspot.com. 

We are eager to hear from alumni 

living in Italy. Please contact us at 

res61@caa.columbia.edu." Joey also 

attended the wedding of John Wall, 

a fellow lightweight rower, and 

Alex Douglas in Virginia. 

In more wedding news, Pat 

Holder writes, "Kirsten Johnson 

(of Piedmont, Calif. ,'03 UC Davis) 

and I were married on July 12 on 

the shores of Serene Lakes in Soda 

Springs, Calif., near Lake Tahoe. 

There were five Columbia alums in 

attendance, including myself. Dr. 

Alex Williams-Resnick, Kimberly 

Grant, Sridhar Prasad and Zander 

Chemers celebrated with a rousing 

chorus of Roar, Lion, Roar. 
"I finished my Ph.D. in chemical 

biology last May, and Kirsten will 

finish her dual masters' in land¬ 

scape architecture and city planning 

this May. We'll be moving back east, 

as I have taken a post-doctoral fel¬ 

lowship at MIT starting in June." 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Mia Elyse Gonsalves 
gm2l56@columbia.edu 

212-851-7977 
DEVELOPMENT Eleanor L. Coufos '03 

elcl9@columbia.edu 
212-851-7843 

P^HPg Miklos C. Vasarhelyi 

[I Ji I 118E.62ndSt. 

kM New York, NY 10021 

mcv37@colmnbia.edu 

Vishnu Sridharan shares, "For 

the past six months. I've been an 

intern at GTZ's Legal Advisory 

Service and the American Bar As¬ 

sociation's Rule of Law Initiative 

in Beijing. In January, I'll return to 

California to finish my last semes¬ 

ter at Stanford Law and then look 

for a job related to rule of law and 

international development." 
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Joe McGinn '03 married Patricia Kern '03E in November 2007 in 
Westchester. Attending were (standing, left to right) Brian Kaderli 
'03, Parker Meeks '03E, Jerry Serowic '03, Steve Popovitch '03, Sarah 
Kinney '03, Tommy Enright '03, Pam Quinlan '05, Michelle Kercado '03, 
Scott Elliott '03, Erik Moss '03, Dan Reed '03, Dave Hefter '03E, Nicole 
Lesko '05, Kristina Fell '05 and Erin Jaschik '05; and (sitting, left to right) 
Cassie Beierle '04, Olivia Freeman '03, Susan Kern '05, Kristen Connors 
'03, the groom, the bride, Liz (Gilroy) Gould '03, Meg O'Neill '03, Katie 
Day '03 and Jaimee Nadell '04. 
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Katrina Rouse also is at Stan¬ 

ford Law School and plans to live 

in Washington, D.C., and clerk for 

a U.S. District Court judge in the 

District of Maryland after graduat¬ 

ing. Katrina recently ran the New 

York City Marathon along with a 

number of other Columbia gradu¬ 

ates including Elizabeth Goldman, 

Anne Ngo, Ashley Edwards '04E, 

'05 and Miklos Vasarhelyi. Also 

on the marathon front, Lindsay 

Wilner recently completed the 

Marine Corps Marathon in D.C. 

This 2008 Alexander Hamilton 

Award Dinner, which honored 

Dean Austin Quigley, was well 

attended by members of the Class 

of 2004, including Andrew Sohn, 

who works in private equity at 

Irving Place Capital; Dan Gold¬ 

man, who is in his second year at 

the Yale School of Management; 

Avi Drori, who is at the Business 

School; and Stephanie Lung. 

Remember that our fifth reunion 

is coming up Thursday, June 

A-Sunday, June 7. It's not too late to 

get in on the planning, so if you're 

interested, get in touch with the 

Alumni Office contacts listed at the 

top of the column, and they'll steer 

you in the right direction. Save 

those dates! 

Peter Kang 

20515th St., Apt. 5 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

peter.kang@gmail.com 

Happy New Year! Wasn't 2008 

grand? Hope 2009 brings you lots 

of happiness and success! Here are 

some updates. 

Becca Israel, who will gradu¬ 

ate from law school in May, is 

considering her private sector law 

firm offer and pursuing a number 

of public interest law positions as 

well. She also recently got engaged. 

Congrats! 

Alexis Aquino is progressing in 

his pursuit of landing his cooking 

show on a network, and has been 

building momentum with his live 

online cookbook featured on Face- 

book, "Project: Feed the World." 

Rebecca Karp is finishing her 

last year of medical school at 

Mount Sinai School of Medicine 

and applying for internal medicine 

residency programs. She was ex¬ 

cited to spend Thanksgiving with 

Kate Enna, who is finishing her 

M.B.A. at Stanford. 

Jason Frazer recently started a 

TV news reporter position at the 

CBS/Fox affiliate in Rochester, N.Y. 

W. Gamer Robinson returned 

to New York from the first Prospect 

1 international art biennial in his 

hometown of New Orleans. He is 

moving there at the beginning of 

this year to work in his family's 

lumber business. 

Graham Donald is in his fourth 

year at USC Medical School and 

applying for residency in ob/gyn. 

In November, he met up with Karin 

Blake in Los Angeles. 

And last but not least, Jason 

Prasso writes: "I'm living in Mapu¬ 

to, Mozambique, for the year doing 

a clinical research fellowship with 

Columbia's International Center 

for AIDS Care and Treatment Pro¬ 

grams. I'm working on tuberculo¬ 

sis case-finding and cervical cancer 

screening for people living with 

HIV/AIDS." 

Best of luck in the New Year! 

Michelle Oh 

11 Heaton Ct. 

Closter, NJ 07624 

mo2057@columbia.edu 

I hope everyone had a wonderful 

Thanksgiving and holiday season. 

I can't believe another year is 

already here. As each issue of our 

Class Notes shows, these past 

couple of years have involved 

great change for many of our 

classmates. I recently wrapped up 

applications to graduate programs 

and will be spending the next 

five months in Beijing to resume 

Mandarin studies, intern at a 

human rights NGO and travel. 

If any of you plan to be in China 

during that time, please let me 

know! 

A number of classmates also 

are traveling abroad to pursue 

personal and professional interests. 

Chloe Good writes, "After work¬ 

ing to improve San Francisco's 

neighborhood parks for the past 

two years, I started an around-the- 

world trip in November. A weather 

delay allowed me to visit Kate 

Cederbaum in Chicago. I write 

you from Paris. After a two-month 

tour of Europe, I will head to Istan¬ 

bul, India and then Thailand over 

seven months. I will even have the 

pleasure of seeing some Columbia 

2006 graduates in Mumbai — Beth 

Milton and Stacey Hirsh '06E. 

Philip Cartelli lives and works 

in Marseille, France. In March he 

will begin 10 months of research 

in Senegal as a Fulbright grant 

recipient. 

Tze Chun continues to choreo¬ 

graph new works for Tze Chun 

Dance Co. (www.tzechundance. 

com) and is studying the tango 

in Buenos Aires this winter as a 

Jerome Foundation Grant Fellow. 

[Editor's note: CCT profiled Chun 

in 2007: www.college.columbia. 

edu / cct_archive / jul_aug07 / 

updates7.php.] 

Other classmates are continuing 

their careers and studies a little 

closer to home. Samuel Kuntz is 

giving a year of service to Public 

Allies Chicago. His nonprofit 

placement is at the University of 

Chicago Medical Center in the 

office of community affairs. Addi¬ 

tionally, he will undertake a service 

project in the Roseland neighbor¬ 

hood with Kids Off the Block, a 

nonprofit organization that gives 

at-risk, low-income youth posi¬ 

tive alternatives to gangs, drugs, 

violence, truancy and the juvenile 

justice system. 

After spending the last two 

years working at a nonprofit in the 

East Village, Kinara Flagg returned 

to Momingside Heights last fall 

to begin her first year at the Law 

School. Kinara received a certifica¬ 

tion as a yoga instructor this sum¬ 

mer, and she teaches yoga to her 

fellow law students. She commutes 

from Greenwich Village, where 

she lives with Paul Fileri and their 

kittens, Guillaume and Anouk. 

Paul completed his M.A. in cinema 

studies at NYU in May and started 

its Ph.D. program last fall. The kit¬ 

tens have yet to apply to graduate 

school. Ted Diefenbach lives in 

New York and recently celebrated 

his one-year anniversary with his 

wife, Samantha. He has been work¬ 

ing in the video game industry for 

more than a year but is looking to 

break into the film and television 

industry and recently finished film 

school applications. 

Maiya Chard-Yaron recently got 

engaged to Josh Sherwin, who is in 

his final year of rabbinical school at 

JTS. Kathleen Denise Carr married 

her high school sweetheart. Ford 

Adams, on June 21 in their home¬ 

town of Charleston, S.C. Liza Horst- 

man '06E and Denise Warner were 

bridesmaids. Other Columbians 

who celebrated with them included 

Asa Merritt, Aaron Maczonis, 

Emile Santos, Megan Greenwell 

'06 Barnard, Owen Hearey '08, 

Josie Swindler '07, Bill Gruzynski 

'07 and James Cobb '07. Ford and 

Kathleen live in Washington, D.C. 

Her married name is Kathleen Carr 

Adams. Congratulations, Maiya 

and Kathleen! 

Thanks to everyone who 

submitted an update amid the 

frenzy of the holiday season. Best 

wishes for the new year! 

07 
David D. Chait 

41 W. 24th St, Apt. 3R 

New York, NY 10010 

ddc2106@columbia.edu 

Members of the Class of 2007 have 

been up to some amazing things 

over the past few months. 

Alana Weiss wrote in the fall, "I'm 

working on the [Barack] Obama '83 

campaign in Colorado Springs with 

Lucia Plumb-Reyes and Sean Duffy 

'06 through the election." 

Erik Lindman will have his first 

solo show of paintings at V&A 

Art Gallery in New York City in 

January. 

Elizabeth Klein made her 

Washington, D.C., theatrical debut 

as Betty in William Congreve's The 
Way of the World. Helam Gebremar- 

iam. Subash Iyer, Andrew Richard 

Russeth and David Donner Chait 

visited for the show and agree that 

Elizabeth was "awesome!" 

Jimmy Vielkind writes, "I've 

accepted a new job working for 

PolitckerNY.com and the New York 
Observer covering state government 

and politics from the capital in Al¬ 

bany. It's exciting to be in a position 

where I'll be extensively involved 

with digital media and serving 

an exciting journalistic purpose. I 

made the decision over Columbus 

Day weekend, when many of my 

former suitemates, Rachel Krol, 

Seth Flaxman, Nick Klagge, Jo¬ 

anna Siegel and Jim McCormick, 

retreated to the Adirondacks for a 

weekend of hiking, fighting over 

who got to start the campfire, illegal 

fireworks, a bone-chilling 30-second 
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Nick Olsen '04, The Deal Hunter 
By Roy Cureton '08 

ooking for advice on how 
to dress up your living 
room? Nick Olsen '04 

can give you some ideas that 
won't break the bank but will 
definitely impress. And his ad¬ 
vice is in high demand. Olsen's 
Domino magazine blog, The 
Deal Hunter (www.dominomag. 
com/da i ly/blogs/da i lydose/ 
the_dea!_hunter) gets about 
18,000 visitors a month, and 
the feedback is enthusiastic. 

The blog is Olsen's way to 
spread the word that anything 
can have high-style potential. 
"I'm always looking for that 
diamond in the rough," he says, 
"something with good design 
elements that needs tweaking 
to fit my style, whatever that 
may be at any given moment." 

Even at the young age of 15, 
in his hometown of Pensacola, 
Fla., Olsen lived by this idea; he 
bought his first sofa at a yard 
sale for $40 and has recovered 
it twice, with plans for a third 
incarnation. He's always been 
interested in things that en¬ 
abled him to express himself 
creatively. Olsen took photog¬ 
raphy and art classes while 
enrolled in the Pensacola H.S. 
International Baccalaureate 
Program, where he explored 
his dream of becoming an ar¬ 
chitect, a career aspiration he 
remembers choosing in third 
grade: "Perhaps I'd watched 
too many episodes of Lifestyles 
of the Rich and the Famous," 
he jokes. He designed and 
modeled houses, complete 
with porte-cocheres fit for the 

Nick Olsen '04 serves up stylish 
and affordable design tips in his 
Domino magazine blog The Deal 
Hunter. 
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model cars he loved so much. 
And there was the relentless 
thrift store and yard sale trol¬ 
ling, an early sign that Olsen's 
current moniker, The Deal 
Hunter, was one he was made 
for. "I love, love a bargain and 
even more so the potential in 
an object or piece of furniture," 
he says. 

Olsen enrolled at Columbia 
hoping to take advantage of 
its world-class faculty and the 
richness of New York City with 
"a McKim, Mead and White 
campus a perfect backdrop." 
He knew little about the 
school's architecture classes, 
only that his then-hero, Robert 
A.M. Stern '60, was chair of the 

graduate program. In his first 
year, Olsen created a clothing 
line that he describes as his 
"first taste of 'who says I can't' 
New York-style initiative." He 
collaborated with hometown 
friend Carissa Ackerman '04 
NYU on the label they named 
Mandate of Heaven, inspired 
by Olsen's Major Cultures class 
in East Asian studies. The two 
reworked garments in their 
dorm rooms that they found 
in thrift stores, and sold the 
results in boutiques. Ackerman 
continued the label and cur¬ 
rently sells garments in Man¬ 
hattan and Brooklyn. 

The College's art history 
classes were memorable for Ol¬ 
sen. He says that he is "a bit of 
a classicist," and recalls classes 
on Schinkel, Viollet-le-Duc and 
Le Doux, a Roman art and ar¬ 
chitecture course and one on 
18th-century English gardens. 
Olsen's "Architecture Criti¬ 
cism" seminar with Suzanne 
Stephens, though, proved im¬ 
pactful in many ways. Stephens 
encouraged critical engage¬ 
ment with historical styles and 
theories and was impressed 
enough with Olsen's writing to 
offer him an internship at Archi¬ 
tectural Record Magazine. "Su¬ 
zanne believed in my writing," 
Olsen recalls. "We've stayed in 
touch and I'm proud to call her 
a friend." 

From there, Olsen snagged 
the job of assistant to decora¬ 
tor Miles Red, then creative 
director of Oscar de la Renta 
Home and currently an interna¬ 

tional interior designer whose 
services have been solicited 
from France to Wyoming. Olsen 
came across Red's townhouse 
in W magazine in 2004, and 
remembers its creative use 
of color, the wittiness of the 
style: "I was so affected by 
the spread and the lifestyle 
it projected that I decided to 
write him a letter... He wrote 
back immediately and set up a 
meeting." This, too, proved to 
be a promising connection for 
Olsen. In addition to the full¬ 
time assistant position, Olsen 
also got his Domino blogging 
job thanks to Red, who put in a 
word for him at the magazine. 

Olsen's success with The 
Deal Hunter can be summed up 
in one reader's response to the 
blog: "Nick, I always love your 
posts. It doesn't really matter 
what they're about, you never 
fail to make me smile." Olsen's 
wit and love for personal ex¬ 
pression are staples that keep 
readers hungry for more. "I 
love most trends," he says, "but 
when l start to see them on 
every other page of a magazine 
l get bored and my contrarian 
side comes out. I see a lot of 
fresh, whitewashed spaces in 
design mags and it makes me 
want to live in 'a garden in hell' 
like Diana Vreeland. Or I start 
to think, how can we make 
needlepoint modern? These are 
the questions that keep me up 
at night." 

Roy Cureton '08 lives in Virginia 
Beach, Va. 

swim and beer-fueled butchering of 

the songs of our youth." 

Molly Rae Thorkelson "got a 

Fulbright to study architecture in 

Chile and will be living in Santiago 

between March and December, if 

anyone is passing through." 

Ana Ortiz started at Launch- 

Squad on September 29 as an 

account associate in the New 

York office. LaunchSquad is a 

P.R. company that specializes in 

growth-stage start-up companies. 

Ana found the position through 

Greer Karlis '05. 

Last spring. Geo Karapetyan 

realized he had no interest in 

developing a career in law and so 

moved back to New York to pur¬ 

sue his passion in theater general 

management. He is working at Stu¬ 

art Thompson Productions, which 

is represented on Broadway by 

the Tony Award-winning Boeing- 
Boeing, Chekhov's The Seagull and 

Shrek the Musical. 
Rid Dasgupta moved to 

Cambridge to pursue a Ph.D. in 

international law. He also "took up 

football (soccer) and rowing." Rid 

"warmly invites everyone visiting 

the United Kingdom or Europe to 

swing by. Open invitation." 

Demetri Blanas is an M.D./ 

Mp.H. student at Mount Sinai 

School of Medicine. [Editor's note: 

CCT profiled Blanas in 2007: www. 

college, columbia.edu / cct_archive / 

mar_apr07/quads3.php.j 

Christina Crowder shares, "I 

spent three weeks in Italy with 

my family (September 25-October 

15) traveling 2,750 miles around 

the country — a late graduation 

present. Right now I am on a plane 

heading to London for a week for a 

work conference." 

Wedding bells are in the air. 

Jessica Wong married Lee-Ming 

Zen on July 5 in San Francisco. 

Friends and family were excited to 

see the happy couple's wedding 

announcement in the style section 

of the Sunday New York Times. 
The newlyweds honeymooned 

in the Greek Isles and reside in 

Manhattan. Julia Israel writes, 

"I'm engaged! Andrew proposed 

in August, right after we moved to 

Park Slope, and we're planning a 

wedding for summer 2010." 

Congratulations to all! 

Thanks to everyone for all of the 

submissions. Have a great winter! 
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Daniel Wulin '07 and Gaby Avila-Bront '07 were married on July 26 in 
Manhattan. The ceremony was held at the Orthodox Cathedral of the 
Holy Virgin Protection and the reception was held at The Lighthouse at 
Chelsea Piers. Among those in attendance were (left to right) Suchita 
Varhade '09 Barnard; usher Marcus Johnson '07; matron of honor Alexa 
Doeschner '02; the groom; the bride; best man Evan Heller '07; Rachel 
Zeldin and Jennifer Wulin '06 P&S. 
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NedaNavab 

II}* I 53 Saratoga Dr. 

■■■ Jericho, NY 11753 

nn2126@columbia.edu 

Happy New Year, Class of 2008! In 

this new year, our classmates are 

around the world, on their way 

to becoming the future Jeff Sadrs, 

M.D.s, journalists and possibly even 

Presidents of the next generation. 

Read some of our '08 notes below. 

Keep in touch with the dass by 

sending me a note for a future issue. 

In October, Colin Kirts left for 

Niger with the Peace Corps. He is 

an agricultural volunteer, focus¬ 

ing on natural resource manage¬ 

ment. Specifically, Colin is helping 

farmers to create and manage new 

techniques for dealing with climate 

changes in sub-Saharan Africa, 

most notably the increased dry¬ 

ness and the growth of the Sahara 

Desert. Other than working directly 

with the land, he may also be build¬ 

ing "solar ovens" — satellite-like 

structures made entirely out of 

aluminum that drculate the sun's 

energy to cook food — so that the 

people can cut down fewer trees 

(trees they would normally use for 

cooking). 

Calvin Sun still is happily living 

with his roommates, Rahul Jain, 

ANSWER TO QUESTION 
ON INSIDE BACK COVER 

THE SUNDIAL 

Brian Foo '08 and Teriha Yaegashi, 

in their spadous apartment in the 

heart of midtown. Every other 

week, all four venture out for a day 

of rock climbing or a nice run in 

Central Park. 

Calvin finished the MCATs in 

September and is well on his way 

in applying for medical school. He 

is exdted to be the recently elected 

sodal chair of Columbia College 

Young Alumni. He also was ac¬ 

cepted into the PAVERS program 

at Bellevue. Calvin also has been 

invited to be a head workshop 

fadlitator for various national 

student leadership conferences in 

the East Coast region, induding 

one most recently at Boston BASIC. 

He is enjoying his time as clinical 

research coordinator and senior 

project manager at Sun Farm Corp. 

Madeline Noin McDavid lives 

in Paris and studies at Sciences 

Po's Graduate School of Journal¬ 

ism. "I'm almost too busy covering 

events to enjoy the dty properly, 

but I'm having a great time none¬ 

theless," she says. 

Carmen Jo (CJ) Ponce finished 

her first semester of law school and 

is staying afloat. "The workload 

is heavy, but I am enjoying every 

minute. I have also become an 

aunt and a godmother for the first 

time! My older sister gave birth 

to a beautiful boy, Aiden Miguel, 

on October 1. With the arrival of 

the next generation in my family, I 

offidally feel like an old adult and 

can no longer deny being a part of 

the 'real' world." 

a 

Letters 
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cornering my brother and me fre¬ 

quently, or giving us charleyhorses 

in the hallway because of our long 

hair. At the other end of the spec¬ 

trum were the "Frats," who were 

slicker, richer and more likely to 

be in college prep courses. By 1969, 

those of us with long hair formed 

a group in between (more diverse 

both economically and education¬ 

ally), the "freaks." I know that the 

Frat / Greaser nomenclature was in 

place by the time I was in sixth 

grade, to define the prindpal choic¬ 

es one made in personal style. In 

college, I also learned that "greaser" 

was common slang for Mexicans. 

So Messrs Leonard et al. may 

well have invented the term for Ivy 

League hipsters. But it was float¬ 

ing around for the rest of us quite a 

while before then. 

Walter Bilderback 
Philadelphia 

This was an interesting and informa¬ 

tive artide. One small quibble, or may¬ 

be just a question: There was a passing 

explanation of the origin of the word 

"hood" to describe boys who slicked 

back their hair, rolled dgarette packs 

up in their T-shirt sleeves, swaggered 

about in leather jackets and struck 

threatening poses. As someone who 

grew up in the '50s I assumed then, 

as now, that they were called "hoods" 

not because they turned up their col¬ 

lars, but because they were identified 

as "hoodlums," of which "hood" was 

merely a shortened version. 

This still strikes me as a more 

likely etymology than tumed-up 

collars, but I'm willing to be con¬ 

vinced. Do you know of anyone 

else making a case for the connec¬ 

tion between collars and "hood?" 

Jim Hills 
Salem, Ore. 

Vietnam 
In all of the conversation of the 

events of 1968 (May/June and 

thereafter), there is no discussion 

of what has happened in Vietnam 

since 1968. It is as if those events 

stand in splendid isolation outside 

of any context of what has hap¬ 

pened since then. It should never 

be forgotten that the Americans 

dropped three times more bombs 

in Vietnam than were dropped 

by all sides in WWII, killing from 

two to three million Vetnamese 

for what. I'm not sine. Without a 

doubt, that indiscriminate bomb¬ 

ing can be included among the list 

of human horrors and genocides. 

If the Americans had won the war, 

it is very likely that Vietnam today 

would be a divided country with a 

hostile North Vetnam, so that the 

United States would have had to 

deal today with not only a hostile 

North Korea but a hostile North 

Vetnam as well. One of the posi¬ 

tive "unintended consequences" of 

the Americans losing in Vietnam is 

that that country was united, and 

Vetnam has become a state that is 

rapidly developing economically 

and has friendly relations with the 

United States and the West. 

Two years ago, my wife and I 

visited Vietnam, perhaps to make 

amends for the horrors Americans 

committed in that country during the 

Vetnam War. We visited the Cochi 

Tunnels, 15 miles from Ho Chi Minh 

City. They are a series of more than 

200 kilometers of underground tun¬ 

nels used by the Vet Cong to hide 

from American bombing. They were 

never discovered by the Americans. 

We also visited the War Remnants 

Museum in Ho Chi Minh City, where 

there was a moving exhibit brought 

from Kentucky to Vetnam of Ameri¬ 

can war reporters killed in Vetnam. 

The first question we asked our 

guide in Hanoi was, after fighting so 

hard and taking such incredible loss¬ 

es, why would Vetnam give up com¬ 

munist state planning so readily? She 

pointed out that while Vetnam had 

central planning, the country did not 

produce enough rice to feed its own 

population. It depended on the So¬ 

viet Union for its economic survival. 

Now Vetnam produces four to five 

times the amount of rice it needs for 

its people's consumption, and rice 

has become a major export item. Ev¬ 

erywhere you look in Vietnam there 

are new industrial parks sprouting 

up. The Ambassador to Canada from 

Vetnam visited John Abbott College, 

where I teach, and pointed out that if 

its economy keeps growing the way 

it has since the adoption of market 

economy, Vetnam will have a West¬ 

ern-level living standard within 20 

years. 

I see my life as contained by two 

related experiences. The first was 

in 1974, when I made my first trip 

to Europe. The owner of a bed and 

breakfast in Dubrovnik predicted at 

that time that Yugoslavia would be¬ 

come a popular tourist destination 

because unlike Italy, there was no 

terrorism or violence in Yugoslavia. 

Ironically, after all the mayhem and 

carnage during the Vetnam War, the 

first thing one of our guides said to us 

in Ho Chi Minh City was that Vet¬ 

nam was becoming a popular tourist 

destination because it does not have 

terrorism. I guess the lesson of all this 

is that whatever you think may be 

the truth at any particular moment 

in time will probably be proved false 

sometime in the future by whatever 

developments take place. 

Alan Weiss '68 
Nuns' Island, Quebec 

a 
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Abaco, Bahamas, two bedroom condominium, tennis courts, pool, 

dballard@telus.net. 
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Sleeps 12. Call Carol (330) 655-5766. 
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77 CC. 

St. Johns u.S. V.I.; Westin resort villa studio with balcony; sleeps four; March 

21-28,2009. Call Conrad Levenson, '63 C '66 Arch, at (917) 656-5153. 

300' lakefront, new home, wood, stone, glass, 3 BR+large loft, 3Vi bath, 

private large open deck, patios, dock, beach, use of canoe, kayak. Northwest 

N.J. horse/dairy country, local golf, antiques, art, hiking trails, horseback 

riding. 114 hour into Manhattan. Available July - August. Call 201-568-9537, 

F. Raimondo CC '51. 

Northeast Florida: Luxury Condominium. Beach, golf, tennis, much more. 

Details & photos: vrbo.com/205110. John Grundman '60C 347-463-6899 

Maine luxury lakefront town homes for sale on pristine Kezar Lake. 

www.kezarlakecondos.com or 713-988-2382. 

LOVELY 1-BEDROOM CO-OP APARTMENT 552 Riverside Drive. Lovely 

view, new kitchen, hardwood floors. Beautifully maintained pre-war 

building. Columbia University neighborhood. Asking: $468,000. Website: 

http://onebdrmforsale.weebly.com. Email: onebdrmforsale@gmail.com. 

Union Theological Seminary’s 

LANDMARK GUEST ROOMS 

3041 Broadway at 121st Street 

New York, NY 10027 

(212) 280-1313 

(212) 280-1488 fax 

www.uts. Columbia, edu 
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Alumni Corner 

Barack Obama ’S3, My Columbia College Roommate 
By Phil Boerner '84 I was Barack Obama '83's roommate at Columbia College 

in fall 1981.1 met him in 1979, when we were freshmen at 

Occidental College (Oxy) in Los Angeles and our dorm 

rooms were directly opposite each other. 

I came to college as a middle-class guy from Bethesda, 

Md., where I'd lived from fifth grade through high school. At Oxy, 

we attended some of the same social events and had late-night 

philosophical discussions related to our college reading or to cur¬ 

rent affairs. We attended rallies on campus where we were urged 

to "draft beer, not people," and discussed the Soviet invasion of Af¬ 

ghanistan, apartheid in South Africa, the hostages in Iran and the 

Contras in Latin America. The crowd we hung out with included 

men, women, blacks, whites, Hispanics and international students. 

Barack listened carefully to all 

points of view and he was funny, 

smart, thoughtful and well-liked. It 

was easy to sit down with him and 

have a fun conversation. 

We both transferred from Oxy 

to Columbia in fall 1981. Barack 

had found an apartment on West 

109th Street, between Amster¬ 

dam and Columbus, and sug¬ 

gested that I room with him. Our 

sublet was a third-story walk- 

up in a so-so neighborhood; the 

unit next door was burned out 

and vacant. The doorbell didn't 

work; to be let in when I first ar¬ 

rived I had to yell up to Barack 

from the street. It was a railroad 

apartment: From the kitchen, 

you walked into Barack's room, 

then my room, and lastly the 

living room. We didn't have a 

television or computers. In that 

apartment we hosted a number 

of visitors, mostly friends from 

Oxy who stayed overnight when 

they were passing through town. Barack was very generous to 

these visitors. As a host and roommate, he sometimes did the 

shopping and cooked the chicken curry. 

Barack has said that he spent a lot of time in the library while 

at Columbia and one reason for this was that our apartment had 

irregular heat, and we didn't enjoy hanging out there once the 

weather got cold. The radiators in our apartment were either 

stone cold, or, less often, blasted out such intense heat that we 

had to open the windows and let in freezing air just to cool things 

down. When the heat wasn't on, we sometimes sat with sleeping 

bags or blankets wrapped around ourselves and read our school 

books. We also didn't have regular hot water and sometimes 

used the Columbia gym for showers. 

I remember often eating breakfast with Barack at Tom's Res¬ 

taurant on Broadway. Occasionally we went to The West End 

for beers. We enjoyed exploring museums such as the Guggen¬ 

heim, the Met and the American Museum of Natural History, 

and browsing in bookstores such as the Strand and the Barnes & 

Noble opposite Columbia. We both liked taking long walks down 

Broadway on a Sunday afternoon, and listening to the silence of 

Central Park after a big snow. I also remember jogging the loop 

around Central Park with Barack. 

One weekend I invited Barack to meet my grandparents, Eliza¬ 

beth and William Lytton Payne '46 GSAS, at their summer place in 

the Catskills, which we called "the farm." I took Barack to meet some 

neighbors on the mountain; everyone seemed to like him pretty well, 

whether they were die-hard supporters of Ronald Reagan or extreme 

liberals. While at the farm, Barack joined the routines there, which 

typically included a few morning 

hours doing chores, such as clearing 

brush and sawing firewood. 

After that first semester, we 

had to move. Barack tried to find 

an apartment for both of us, but 

was only able to find a studio for 

himself. I was able to house-sit 

in Brooklyn Heights. Barack and 

other friends came and visited me 

there a few times; we typically 

watched pro basketball or foot¬ 

ball on TV, or went out for dinner 

at a Chinese restaurant. He was 

amused by my beginning banjo 

playing (I'm much better today!). 

Hanging out, we could get pretty 

emotional about sports, food and 

injustice. I remember one time 

when we were out walking he took 

the time to ask a homeless guy how 

he was doing, so even then he was 

concerned about others. 

Through different living ar¬ 

rangements in Astoria, Queens; 

Bay Ridge, Brooklyn; and all over 

Manhattan, we stayed in touch and remained friends for the rest 

of our college years. He got to know my girlfriend from Arkan¬ 

sas, who is now my wife. Since I last saw him in 1985, we have 

exchanged a few letters and photos. He left for Chicago, and I 

eventually settled in Sacramento. 

Barack wasn't thinking about becoming President when he was 

in college; he wanted to be a writer. Barack is a good man — some 

might even call him a saint for tolerating my beginning banjo play¬ 

ing. Based on my six years of knowing him in college and the years 

immediately after, I can vouch that Barack is a man of character, 

and I trust him to do the right things when he is President. q 

Phil Boerner '84 was born in Washington, D.C., and lives with his wife 

and two children in Sacramento, Calif. He is communications and public 

relations manager at the California Veterinary Medical Association. 

Obama and Boerner snapped photos of each other when they were 
roommates on west 109th Street. Inset: Boerner today. 

PHOTOS: OBAMA AND BOERNER IN APARTMENT, COURTESY PHIL BOERNER '84; 
BOERNER TODAY: PERN BECKMAN '84 
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Almost 700 alumni, faculty, students, parents and friends 
filled the Milstein Hall of Ocean Life at the American 
Museum of Natural History on November 13 for the 61 st 
Alexander Hamilton Award Dinner. Dean Austin Quigley, 
who will step down in July, was honored for his 14 years 
of service to the College. 
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Come Celebrate Alumni Reunion Weekend 2009 
— the reunion that everyone is looking forward to! 

In addition to class-specific events throughout the weekend, you can join all Columbians 
celebrating their reunions on Friday at the “Back on Campus” sessions, including Core 
Curriculum mini-courses, engineering lectures, tours of the Morningside campus and its 
libraries and more. There even will be unique opportunities to engage deeply with the 
city’s arts community with theater, ballet, music and gallery options. 

Columbians will be dispersed throughout the Heights and greater Gotham all weekend 
long, but Saturday is everyone’s day on campus. This year’s Saturday programming 
will invite all alumni back to celebrate and learn together from some of Columbia’s 
best-known faculty in a series of public lectures, at the new Decades BBQs and affinity 
receptions. The night wraps up with the reunion classes’ tri-college wine tasting on 
Low Plaza, followed by our biggest line-up of class dinners ever and a final tri-college 
gathering for champagne, dancing and good times on Low Plaza. 

Dates and Registration Information 

* Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 7, 2009 

* REGISTER TODAY! For more information or to register online, 
please visit http://reunion.college.columbia.edu. 

* If you register before Monday, May 4, you’ll receive a 10% 
discount on all events, excluding In the Heights, West Side Story, 

American Ballet Theatre and New York Philharmonic tickets. 

Alumni Reunion Weekend 
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CCT welcomes letters from readers about 

articles in the magazine, but cannot 

print or personally respond to all letters 

received. Letters express the views of 

the writers and not CCT, the College or 

the University. Please keep letters to 250 

words or fewer. All letters are subject to 

editing for space and clarity. Please direct 

letters for publication "to the editor." 

Letters to the Editor 
Science, or Politics of Science? 
The Core Curriculum is one of the main 

reasons we and our daughter (Victoria Barr 

'12) chose Columbia. When I read about 

the "Frontiers of Science" component of the 

Core [January/February], I was enthusias¬ 

tic. My husband, Steve '74, is a physicist and 

I studied mathematics, while our daughter 

is more interested in the humanities. How¬ 

ever, when I read that the new course would 

include global climate change, I remem¬ 

bered the article "Why Don't Americans Get 

Global Wanning?" [Columbia magazine. Fall 

2008] and all the excellent letters to the editor 

refuting the scientific "consensus" on this 

subject. I wonder which version of climate 

change will be taught to my daughter—the 

photo-journalism version of melting ice¬ 

bergs and marooned polar bears with wild 

estimates of the sea level rising 20 feet, or the 

sunspot version with temperatures trend¬ 

ing toward the next ice age. As the science 

professors point out, a well-educated citizen 

needs to understand scientific issues. I hope 

my daughter will not be taught someone's 

politics of science but rather a way to read 

and interpret the facts truthfully. 

Kathy Barr P'12 

Newark, Del. 

Core Appreciation 
I was delighted and reassured reading re¬ 

cent issues of CCT to find so many gradu¬ 

ates of the College reflecting with such 

deep appreciation for their exposure to the 

Core Curriculum. 

My 12-year-old granddaughter, who is 

studying French, was learning the words 

"le savoir" and "la sagesse." I asked her 

what she thought the difference is between 

knowledge and wisdom. Her answer was 

indeed wise. She said that one could know 

everything and have no wisdom, but in 

order to have wisdom one had to have 

knowledge. 

It is in reaching back to the knowledge 

gained by exposure to the Core Curricu¬ 

lum that I was enabled through the years 

to examine my life, my world and my 

relation to it more wisely. The Columbia 

exposure produced a framework that I 

often have resorted to when reflecting 

upon who I am and what I am doing. For 

instance, the duality in Cervantes' Don 

Quixote (head in the clouds and feet on the 

ground) or the dilemma of Goethe's Faust 

(if the unexamined life is not worth living, 

is the unlived life worth examining?) or re¬ 

flections on the Iliad or the Divine Comedy 

(has anything changed?). I intermittently 

refer to these masterpieces as guides to a 

clearer sense of who we are and where we 

have been. At the same time, it has given 

me a more humble sense of reaching pre¬ 

cision in an understanding of the human 

condition. I sometimes think that our view 

of the constancy or the changeability of it 

all is a bit like the quantum theory vision 

of light as particle or wave — it depends 

upon how you look at it. 

In short, I am happy to have so much 

alumni company in rendering homage to 

the Core Curriculum and its lasting influ¬ 

ence on our lives. 

Anson K. Kessler '47 

Hendersonville, N.C. 

Q&A with the Dean 
You have probably scored an unprecedent¬ 

ed achievement for a non-technical college 

magazine in the depth of your discussion 

with Dean Austin Quigley [November/ 

December] about the problems and so¬ 

lutions a college administrator faces in a 

large university. I expect it will be carefully 

studied by many college administrators 

throughout the country. Congratulations! 

Videbimus lumen. 

Sol Fisher '36, '38L 

Pleasant Hill, Calif. 

July/August 2009 CCT Online Only 

The current financial crisis places pressures on all budgets, including those of the 

College and Columbia College Today, in order to permit the College to devote a greater 

share of its resources in these hard times to academic affairs and student services, we 

have decided to publish the July/August 2009 issue of CCT online only. This will save a 

significant amount of money in printing and mailing costs while still allowing us to bring 

you all the news, features and departments you have come to expect from CCT. 

Log onto www.college.columbia.edu/cct shortly after July 1 to view the July/August 

2009 issue. As always, we encourage you to visit our Web site to view the current issue 

of CCT, exclusive Web-only content and past issues back to 1999. 

MARC H/APRIL 2009 
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Moody-Adams Named Dean of the College 
Michele M. Moody-Adams, vice 

provost for undergraduate edu¬ 
cation, professor of philosophy 
and Director/Hutchinson Profes¬ 

sor of Ethics and Public Life at Cornell, has 
been named to succeed Austin Quigley as 
the 15th Dean of the College, effective July 1. 

"The Columbia undergraduate experi¬ 
ence combines the best ideals of a liberal 
arts education with the highest respect for 
cutting-edge scholarship and research," said 
Moody-Adams, who also will serve as the 
University's vice president for undergradu¬ 
ate education. "I look forward to joining the 
Columbia community and to taking a lead¬ 
ing role in the continuing development of its 
outstanding undergraduate programs." 

"I am so pleased that Michele Moody- 
Adams is the person who will succeed me 
as Dean of the College," said Quigley, who is 
stepping down after 14 years in that position, 
the second-longest tenure in the College's 
255-year history. "She has a splendid record 
of academic and administrative achievement 
and has all the abilities needed to sustain the 
momentum of the College's progress." 

Moody-Adams is an accomplished schol¬ 
ar and academic administrator who previ¬ 
ously taught at Wellesley, Rochester and 
Indiana. She came to Cornell from Indiana in 
2000 when she was named the Hutchinson 
Professor and Director of the Program on 
Ethics and Public Life. She has served for 
the past four years as Cornell's vice provost 
for undergraduate education. 

She has produced an extensive body 
of work in moral philosophy, including her 
1997 book, Fieldwork in Familiar Places: 
Morality, Culture, and Philosophy. As an 
administrator, she has been responsible 
for ensuring the integrity and coherence 
of undergraduate curriculum and instruc¬ 
tion at Cornell and overseeing a number of 
academic and residential initiatives. Before 
that, she was a professor and associate 
dean for undergraduate education in the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Indiana. 

Moody-Adams received B.A. degrees from 
both Wellesley and Oxford and her M.A. and 
Ph.D. in philosophy from Harvard. She has 
won numerous academic honors, including 

Michele M. Moody-Adams 
PHOTO: GARY HODGES/WWW.JONREIS.COM 

a National Endowment for the Humanities 
Fellowship and a Marshall Scholarship. 

"Professor Moody-Adams' extraordinary 
commitment to teaching, scholarship and 
public service, as well as her hands-on 
experience as an academic administrator 
for undergraduate education, make her 
uniquely well suited to this new challenge," 
said President Lee C. Bollinger, who an¬ 
nounced the appointment on February 26. 
"Hers is the kind of approach to under¬ 
graduate education imagined by Colum¬ 
bians who created and nurtured a Core 
Curriculum that has called on generations 
of students to reflect deeply on our shared 
intellectual traditions, challenge their own 
preconceptions about the world, remain 
open to the perspectives of others and 
grapple with the questions essential to ac¬ 
tive citizenship in a democracy." 

"Michele Moody-Adams comes to Col¬ 
umbia with an extraordinary background 
in the administration of undergraduate 
education," said Vice President for Arts 
and Sciences Nicholas Dirks. "Even as her 
own scholarship has bridged old debates 
between timeless universalism and age- 

specific relativism, she is deeply commit¬ 
ted to the traditional mission of general 
education and the liberal arts in the larger 
setting of our vibrant and global research 
University. I am thrilled to know I will be 
able to work with her in the years ahead." 

Moody-Adams was recommended by 
a search committee headed by Dirks that 
included faculty, alumni and students. 

"The alumni of Columbia College have 
every reason to be proud and excited by the 
appointment of Michele Moody-Adams as 
the next dean," said Geoffrey J. Colvin '74, 
president of the College Alumni Associa¬ 
tion. "The search process was thorough, 
and there was consensus on the part of the 
alumni participants — Jonathan Lavine '88, 
Lisa Landau Carnoy '89 and me — as well 
as other members of the committee, that 
Michele was an outstanding first choice. For 
so many of us, the intellectual challenges 
and personal experiences we had at the 
College helped shape who we are as people, 
what we do as professionals and why we 
are active citizens. It's clear that Professor 
Moody-Adams has a deep appreciation for 
the central significance of Columbia College 
at the University, and we know that genera¬ 
tions of future Columbia College students 
and alumni will benefit from her leadership 
and scholarship." 

Adil Ahmed '09, who seived with Sarah 
Weiss '10 as the students on the search 
committee, said, "Michele Moody-Adams' 
enthusiasm and intellectual prowess is 
contagious. Columbia College students are 
going to embrace her as one of their own. 
She showed us that she has a sharp ability 
to lead and craft a short-term and long-term 
vision for Columbia College. She was highly 
regarded for being open and accessible to 
students in her tenure at Cornell, and it is in¬ 
dividuals like her that make me excited to be 
active as an alumnus in the coming years." 

Moody-Adams' husband, James Eli Adams, 
will join her at Columbia as a visiting profes¬ 
sor in English and comparative literature. He 
is a scholar of Victorian literature and culture 
and has been a faculty member in the English 
department at Cornell since 2000. 

AlexSachare 77 

Lion in the White House 
You are right to say in your November/ 

December ["Within the Family"] column 

"A Lion in the White House" that to do the 

"same Obama profile" as hundreds of other 

publications would be pointless. But I ques¬ 

tion your journalistic enthusiasm when you 

explain your inability to do a unique piece 

by saying Obama declined to discuss his 

Columbia years, and research was difficult. 

Is that all it takes to sideline the press these 

days? A tight-lipped subject and tough leg- 

work? Typically, a silent subject spurs more 

aggressive media investigation, not less. So 

why should Obama be treated differently? 

By accepting Obama's silence, CCT joined 

those hundreds of other media outlets in 

carrying Obama's water without question. 

Such journalistic acquiescence hurts public 

debate and propagates the perception of 

liberal bias at Columbia and universities 

across the United States. 

Greg Menken '95 

Ridgewood, N.J. 
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College To Honor Five Alumni for 
Professional Achievement 

Maggie Gyllenhaal '99 Benjamin Jealous '94 Dr. Paul Maddon '81 Thomas Francis Marano '83 Gregory Wyatt '71 
PHOTO: JEFFREY MacMILLAN PHOTO: © 2006 THE NASDAQ STOCK MAR¬ 

KET, INC. REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION. On Tuesday, March 10, the 

College will honor five 

alumni for distinguished 

professional achievement 

by presenting each with 

a John Jay Award. Low 

Library will be the setting for a black-tie 

dinner honoring Maggie Gyllenhaal '99, 

Benjamin Jealous '94 (see related feature). 

Dr. Paul Maddon '81, Thomas Francis Ma¬ 

rano '83 and Gregory Wyatt '71. 

Gyllenhaal, a stage and screen actress, 

made her theatrical debut in 2000 as "Alice" 

in Patrick Marber's award-winning Closer 

at the Berkeley (Calif.) Repertory Theatre, 

which played later at the Mark Taper 

Forum in Los Angeles. Her other stage 

performances include Tony Kushner '78's 

play Homebody/Kabul, in which she starred 

in 2004 and which ran in Los Angeles and 

at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 

Gyllenhaal has starred in a wide range 

of films, from quirky dramas (Stranger 

Than Fiction) to action blockbusters (The 

Dark Knight). Her recent projects include 

Trust the Man with Julianne Moore, Billy 

Crudup and David Duchovny, and Oliver 

Stone's World Trade Center, with Maria 

Bello and Nicolas Cage. She also starred 

in Happy Endings, opposite Lisa Kudrow 

and Tom Arnold. Gyllenhaal's next proj¬ 

ect is the dramatic film Crazy Heart, in 

which she will star alongside Jeff Bridges. 

A multiple Golden Globe nominee, 

Gyllenhaal also has been honored with 

an Independent Spirit Award nomination 

for "Best Actress," a Chicago Film Critics' 

Award for "Most Promising Performer," a 

Boston Film Critics' Award for "Best Ac¬ 

tress," a National Board of Review award 

for "Breakthrough Performance" and 

an IFP/ Gotham "Breakthrough Perfor¬ 

mance" Award, for her role in Secretary. 

Jealous is the 17th president of the 

NAACP, as well as the youngest person to 

hold the position in the organization's 100- 

year history. Previously he was president 

of the Rosenberg Foundation, director of 

the U.S. Human Rights Program at Am¬ 

nesty International and executive director 

of the National Newspaper Publishers 

Association. During his time at NNPA, 

Jealous rebuilt its 90-year old national 

news service and launched a Web-based 

initiative that doubled the number of black 

newspapers publishing online. 

While an undergraduate. Jealous 

worked in Harlem as a community orga¬ 

nizer for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. 

On campus, he led boycotts and pickets 

for homeless rights, protested to help save 

full-need financial aid and need-blind ad¬ 

missions and was engaged in an environ¬ 

mental justice battle with the University, 

leading to his suspension. Jealous returned 

to Columbia and completed his degree in 

political science. He later attended Oxford 

as a Rhodes Scholar, where he earned a 

master's in comparative social research. 

Maddon is CEO, CSO and director of 

Progenies Pharmaceuticals, a biophar- 

maceutical company that specializes in 

medicines pertaining to gastroenterol¬ 

ogy, oncology and virology. He earned 

his M.D. in 1988 from P&S and a Ph.D. 

in biochemistry and molecular biophys¬ 

ics the same year from GSAS. Maddon 

founded Progenies in 1986 while an 

M.D./Ph.D. student. He has made major 

contributions to the understanding of 

viral entry and infection. For example, 

he isolated the gene encoding CD4 and 

discovered that a second receptor, CCR5, 

is required for HIV entry. In recent years, 

Maddon's primary focus has been on de¬ 

veloping innovative therapies for prostate 

cancer and hepatitis C virus infection. 

Maddon has served on the editorial 

board of the Journal of Virology and chaired 

and served on numerous scientific review 

committees of the National Institutes of 

Health and Department of Defense. He re¬ 

ceived Columbia's Dr. Alfred Steiner Award 

for Biomedical Research and the Dr. Harold 

Lamport Biomedical Research Prize. 

Along with high school science teach¬ 

ers in Westchester County, N.Y., Maddon 

founded the Westchester Science and En¬ 

gineering Fair and coordinates a science 
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research mentoring program. He also is 

on the advisory committee of Columbia's 

Science Honors Program. 

Marano is chairman and CEO of Resi¬ 

dential Capital and a chairman on the 

ResCap Board of Directors. Before join¬ 

ing ResCap, he was managing director 

for Cerberus Capital Management and 

senior managing director and global 

head of mortgage and asset-backed secu¬ 

rities at Bear, Stearns. 

While at Bear, Steams, Marano oversaw 

the expansion of mortgage and asset-backed 

activities in the United States, Europe and 

Asia and was on the company7 s Board of 

Directors. His tenure at Bear, Steams 

spanned more than 25 years; for much of 

that time, he was instrumental in creating 

the firm's top-ranked mortgage department. 

Marano priced the first agency Real 

Estate Mortgage Investment Conduit for 

Fannie Mae in 1987 and the first tranched 

commercial mortgage-backed security in 

1994. He was involved in Bear, Steams' 

acquisition of assets in several MBS origi¬ 

nators and became head of the depart¬ 

ment in 2001. Marano is on the boards of 

Covenant House and the Intrepid Fallen 

Heroes Fund, and is a member of the Col¬ 

lege's Board of Visitors. 

Wyatt, sculptor-in-residence at The 

Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine, 

studied art history at the College and later 

classical sculpture, for three years, at the 

National Academy of Design's School of 

Fine Arts, under renowned sculptor EvAn- 

gelos W. Frudakis, N.A. Wyatt earned his 

M.A. at Teachers College in ceramic arts in 

1974 and completed his doctoral course- 

work in art education in 1976. 

Nurtured in the artistic tradition of his 

native Hudson River Valley at an early 

age by his father, William Stanley Wyatt 

'43, '47 GSAS, a painter and fine arts pro¬ 

fessor at Columbia and City College, Wy¬ 

att has chosen cast bronze as his primary 

medium. His works have appeared in nu¬ 

merous exhibits, from the United States 

Consulate General in Florence, Italy 

(Adam and Eve), to the Shakespeare Cen¬ 

tre in Stratford-upon-Avon in England 

(bronze models from The Tempest, King 

Lear and more). His extensive collection 

of sculptures includes his 2004 gift to the 

University, Scholars' Lion, exhibited near 

the entrance to Dodge Fitness Center. 

Wyatt has been president of the Fan¬ 

tasy Fountain Fund. 

For more information on the dinner, con¬ 

tact Meghan Eschmann, associate director of 

alumni affairs: 212-851-7399 or me2363@ 

columbia.edu. 

We’ve Moved! 
The Columbia College Office of Alumni 

Affairs and Development, includ¬ 
ing Columbia College Today, has a new 
home. We now are located in the new 
Columbia Alumni Center on 113th Street 
between Broadway and Riverside Drive, 
just steps from the Morningside campus. 
The renovated building, formerly McVick- 
ar Hall, also houses a dedicated alumni 
welcome center (for more information, 
go to http://alumni.columbia.edu/visit/ 
s5_5.html as well as office space for the 
Columbia University Office of Alumni and 
Development (formerly UDAR). 

Our New Address 
Columbia College Office of 

Alumni Affairs and Development 
Columbia Alumni Center 

622 W. 113th St., MC 4530 
New York, NY 10025 

212-851-7488 
www.college.columbia.edu/alumni 

CCT has the same mailing address 
(just substitute Columbia College Today 
for the first two lines), but our main 
phone number is 212-851-7852. We 
may be reached at the same e-mail 
address as before, cct@columbia.edu, 
and our Web site remains www.college. 
columbia.edu/cct. 

Good for Columbia, Good for You! 

The Columbia Endowment has 

outperformed standard portfolios 

Charitable Remainder Unitrusts put Columbia’s Endowment to 

work, increasing your own income even as you make a gift. 

When you create a Unitrust at Columbia, you will receive an 

income for life and make a deferred gift to the University. 

The Unitrust can be invested alongside the Columbia Endowment 

and will benefit from the expertise of the Columbia University 
Investment Management Company as part of an investment pool 

larger than $7 billion. Because Unitrust distributions depend on the 

annual value of the trust, as the Endowment appreciates in value 

your income will increase. 

Through a Unitrust you can 
• Support your favorite Columbia program. 

• Receive 5%-7% income for life. 
• Reduce your income taxes with a charitable deduction in the 

year of your gift. 

You can establish a Unitrust at Columbia with a minimum gift 

of $100,000-$150,000, depending on your age. 

To find out more, contact the Office of Gift Planning: (800) 338-3294 gift.planning@columbia.edu 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

Carolyne Kama ’10 Finds New Callings in the College 
By Nathalie Alonso '08 Carolyne Kama '10 

was engrossed in a 
group discussion of 
the Book of Genesis 

in Literature Humanities one 
December afternoon when she 
found herself distracted by a 
white, powdery mist swirling 
outside the classroom window. 
Kama excused herself from 
class and, jacketless, made her 
way out of Hamilton Hall. 

"I ran outside and twirled 
around for a good five minutes 
before l went back to class," 
Kama recalls with a chuckle. 
"That was the first time I had 
heard the term 'flurry.'" 

For Kama, who describes 
her hometown of Honolulu as 
"having no distinct seasons," 
witnessing a snow shower 
was one of many firsts she has 
experienced as a student in 
the College. Her first semester 
was her first prolonged stay in 
the U.S. mainland. 

Kama credits Columbia for 
introducing her to education 
as a field and hopes to become 
an education consultant. 

As community chair for 
Asian American Pacific Aware¬ 
ness Month her first year, 
Kama worked with the New 
York Public Library in China¬ 
town to design a cultural litera¬ 
cy event for local children. She 
contacted HarperCollins author 
and illustrator Kam Mak, a na¬ 
tive of Hong Kong, who agreed 
to read from his poetry book. 
My Chinatown: One Year in 
Poems, at the event. About 20 
children aged 8-10 attended 
the reading and proceeded to 
create a mural on which they 
depicted memories of their 
upbringings. 

in spring 2007, Kama com¬ 
pleted an internship with the 
Morningside Area Alliance, a 
community-based nonprofit, 
through which she helped 
developed an oral history 
curriculum that she taught 
along with four other Columbia 
students at PS. 125 in Harlem. 
The goal of the project was to 

prepare fourth- and fifth-grade 
students to interview the 
school's alumni as a way to 
explore the school's history. 

"We role-played interviews 
in front of the students. They 
responded really well. It helped 
them to get a greater under¬ 
standing of what an interview 
is supposed to be," explains 
Kama. 

Christine Petro, school- 
community coordinator for 
the Morningside Area Alliance, 
notes the zeal with which 
Kama approached all aspects 
of the internship. 

"Carolyne's enthusiasm for 

the project and for working 
with kids in the area drove her 
to put a lot of energy into the 
project whether she was in 
the classroom or planning with 
her teammates. When she is 
interested in something, she 
really commits herself to it," 
says Petro. 

Kama, a Kluge Scholar and 
president of the Columbia 

Undergraduate Scholars 
Program Alliance for the 
2008-09 academic year, 
carried that momentum 
into the past summer, 
during which she col¬ 
laborated on various 
projects with the Colum¬ 
bia Center for Technol¬ 
ogy innovation and 
Community Engagement. 
Through an initiative 
known as the Harlem 
Robotics League, Kama 
helped students at M.S. 
344 design and program 
their own robots using 
Lego robot-building kits. 

Candid and spirited, 
Kama chose the College 
for the opportunity to live 
in a metropolis such as 
New York City. "I wanted 
to know what else was 
out there. I knew the life 
experiences that I would 
gain would be like no 
other and that I would 
meet diverse people I 
never would have met,if 
l had stayed in Hawaii or 
on the West Coast," she 
says. 

Although her elder 
sister had pioneered 
the way by attending 
MIT, Kama explains that 
her departure was not 
exactly smooth for her, 
her mother, a dress shop 
owner, or her father, a 

retired Navy chief employed 
by the Transportation Security 
Administration. 

"I completely broke down 
on the plane," recalls Kama. 
"My mom took it the hardest 
that her only other daughter 

was gone. It was definitely 
difficult for my parents, but at 
the same time, they were able 
to find a lot of free time for 
themselves." 

Kama arrived at Columbia 
with an interest in political sci¬ 
ence, but decided to major in 
economics and mathematics. 
She's not, however, all about 
abstract theorems. 

"As l began taking math 
and economics courses, both 
interested me equally. The 
whole idea of statistics and 
having concrete numbers to 
back up my claims intrigued 
me," explains Kama. 

Kama returned to Hawaii last 
summer to collaborate with 
her former high school in the 
creation of a needs index of 
native Hawaiian students. By 
analyzing census data, income 
statistics and standardized test 
scores, Kama helped determine 
that native Hawaiian students 
from grades K-12 perform 
below national averages. The 
findings were presented to the 
Superintendent of the Hawaii 
State Board of Education. Kama 
started out as a data analyst in¬ 
tern. By the end of the summer, 
she was the project manager's 
assistant. 

"I felt really empowered be¬ 
ing part of that team, as I was 
a student in the public educa¬ 
tion system in Hawaii before I 
went to private high school," 
she says. 

Kama, who enjoys swimming 
and bowling but admits that 
she does not get to do much 
of either during the school 
year, plans to explore more of 
the U.S. mainland after college 
before returning to her home 
state. 

"l know Hawaii like the back 
of my hand. I know eventually I 
will go back," she says. 

Nathalie Alonso '08, from 
Queens, majored in American 
studies. She is an editorial 
producer of Spanish sites for 
MLB.com. 

The internships and projects Carolyne 
Kama '10 has completed as a college 
student have led her to consider a 
career in education. 

PHOTO: SARAH KAMA 
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University War Memorial Dedicated 

Room 523 of Butler Library 

was a place for reflection 

and remembrances on 

the evening of December 12. 

That's when the Columbia Uni¬ 

versity War Memorial, which 

honors Columbians who gave 

their lives in the performance of 

American, uniformed military 

service as a result of service-re¬ 

lated injuries during any war or 

recognized conflict/ campaign 

dating back to the American 

Revolution, was unveiled and 

dedicated. The memorial is 

housed in Butler, near the main entrance. 

The Columbia ROTC Color Guard pre¬ 

sented three flags—those of tire Army, Co¬ 

lumbia and the United States — in a formal 

procession to start the event, and the lights 

bounced off the brass of the military uni¬ 

forms donned by alumni and branch rep 

resentatives. Provost Alan Brinkley spoke 

of the significance of the unveiling that he 

called "a wonderful event for the Univer¬ 

sity." President Lee C. Bollinger stressed 

the importance of the memorial to the 

Columbia community. "We think of public 

service in the University as something that 

is deep in our mission," he said. "There is 

no greater public service than that which is 

honored by the event this evening." 

Following Bollinger, University Trust¬ 

ees Chair Bill Campbell '62, whose gen¬ 

erosity brought the memorial to fruition, 

spoke about the need for it: "This is an 

emotional night. This is a long time com¬ 

ing, and we'll take it. I wonder today in 

the society we have if people forget how 

important this kind of service is." 

A key term for the night was service 

— service to the University, service to the 

military and service to the country. Toni 

Coffee '56 Barnard was careful to distin¬ 

guish the War Memorial as a memorial of 

remembrance. "We are not memorializing 

war," she said in her speech, "but remem¬ 

bering those who have fallen. It is a trib¬ 

ute." Coffee praised the memorial, calling 

it "an elegant design, an ideal location and 

an innovative approach." 

The final speaker of the night, Lt. Col. 

Eliot Goldman '79 of the Army Reserves, 

spoke of the "great alumni who formed the 

conscience of Columbia after WWII and 

served alongside those we commemorate 

today... people such as NROTC Cadet 

Dean Henry Coleman '46, combat medic 

Professor James P. Shenton '49 and author 

University Trustees 
Chair Bill Campbell 
'62 helped make the 
memorial possible 
and spoke at its dedi¬ 
cation. 

PHOTOS: CHAR SMULLYAN 

Lt. Herman Wouk '34. 

"Imagine the great 

potential of those we 

lost, those we honor 

today — those who live 

only in our memory 

and through those they 

knew," he continued. 

"Thanks to this new, 

living memorial, we can 

get to know them." 

The memorial is 

complemented by the Columbia 

University Roll of Honor (www. 

warmemorial.columbia.edu.) Log on to 

read about those lost or to contribute 

information. 

All of the evening's participants 

were invited to don a crepe paper 

poppy, long a symbol of those lost 

in military service. The poppies 

were handmade and provided by 

the American Legion, which also 

provided the poppy wreath that 

decorated the plaque. 

As part of the dedication, one 

wall exhibited photos from the 

WWI and WWII eras document¬ 

ing Columbia's history of service 

in and dedication to the military. 

Gordon Chenoweth Sauer '11 Arts 

etworking 101. 
MEET. ASK. LEARN. CONNECT. LEVERAGE YOUR NETWORK 

AT THE COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY CLUB OF NEW YORK. 

See how the club could fit into your life. 

For more information or to apply, 
visit www.columbiaclub.org 

or call (212)719-0380. 

The Columbia University Club of New York 
15 West 43 St. New York, NY 10036 

Columbia's SociallntellectualCultural 
RecreationalProfessional Resource in Midtown. 
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Students Win Marshall and Gates Cambridge Scholarships 
By Ethan Rouen '04J 

Samuel Fury Childs Daly '09, 

a Milwaukee native who has 

traveled extensively through 

Europe and Africa, has won a 

prestigious Marshall Scholarship, 

which he plans to use to earn two 

master's, one in history and one 

in African studies, from Oxford. 

The Marshall Scholarship will 

cover all expenses for two years 

of study. 

Emily Jordan '09 and Caroline 

Robertson '09 have won Gates 

Cambridge Scholarships to pursue 

graduate study at the University 

of Cambridge. The award was 

founded by the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation in 2000. With 

752 candidates vying for just 37 

awards this year, the Gates Cam¬ 

bridge is considered on the same 

level of difficulty as winning the 

Marshall or Rhodes Scholarship, 

according to Michael Pippenger, 

associate dean of fellowship pro¬ 

grams and study abroad. 

Daly became interested in 

majoring in African studies fol¬ 

lowing a first-year language fair 

where, on a whim, he registered 

for Swahili. He now speaks Swa¬ 

hili, Yoruba, French and Span¬ 

ish. During his junior year, Daly 

spent a semester at the School of 

Oriental and African Studies in 

London and another semester at 

the University of Dar Es Salaam 

in Tanzania. He works on campus 

for the Law School's Center for 

Social Justice and in the Oral His¬ 

tory Project office. 

"Sam is somebody who has 

tremendous intellectual curiosity 

and wants to use his knowledge 

to improve the world that we all 

live in," Pippenger says. "He has 

traveled all over Africa and has a 

real sense of wanderlust that his 

study abroad experience certainly 

helped with." 

Daly said he was in a subway 

station, returning from tutoring 

a high school student, when he 

got the call that he had won. "I 

couldn't understand half of what 

they were saying, but I heard, 

'Congratulations,' and the rest 

didn't really matter," he says. 

Working with the Fellowships 

Office at Columbia, Daly went 

through dozens of drafts of his 

application and countless practice 

interviews. "It is one of the best 

environments I've come across in 

my time here," he said of working 

with the office. 

Jordan and Robertson are the 

first Columbia seniors since 2002 

to be awarded Gates Cambridge 

Scholarships. 

Jordan, who is from Chicago, 

has double majored in psychol¬ 

ogy and anthropology. She be¬ 

came fascinated by neuroscience 

while conducting independent 

laboratory research. Her honors 

thesis project shows how social 

enrichment can impact the brain 

and behavior of mice so that ani¬ 

mals with enriched experiences 

exhibit more appropriate social 

behaviors. 

At Cambridge, Jordan will 

continue studying the brain in 

Professor Trevor Robbins' lab in 

the department of experimental 

psychology. She says her gradu¬ 

ate research will focus on how 

impulsive behavior develops in 

rats and how impulsivity con¬ 

tributes to addiction and can be 

transmitted across generations. 

Jordan plans to become a profes¬ 

sor of neuroscience. 

Robertson, who also is from 

Chicago, has majored in neurosci¬ 

ence and religion, with a focus 

on philosophy and ethics. She 

has been a research assistant in 

neuroscience and philosophy de¬ 

partments since she was 17, at the 

University of Chicago, Columbia 

and Cambridge. In the fall, she 

will return to Professor Simon 

Baron-Cohen's laboratory and 

the Autism Research Center at 

Cambridge to begin a Ph.D. on the 

neurobiology of autism. 

After completing her Ph.D., 

Robertson plans to pursue a clini¬ 

cal degree and balance research 

with practice. She became interest¬ 

ed in coupling research with clini¬ 

cal work during her second year 

at Columbia, when she trained to 

become a rape crisis and domestic 

abuse counselor. She now serves in 

this capacity in 10 hospital emer¬ 

gency rooms in Manhattan and 

Queens. 

The Fellowships Office has 

helped students win three Rhodes 

Scholarships, three Marshall Schol¬ 

arships, two Gates Cambridge 

Scholarships and 18 Fulbright 

Scholarships in the last three years. 

To read about Jisung Park '09, 

this year's Rhodes winner, go to 

www.college.columbia.edu/ cct/ 

jan_feb09/ around_the_quadsl. 

To read about other recent 

scholarship winners, visit www. 

college.columbia.edu/ cct_archive/ 

jan_feb08/ quads4.php and www. 

college.columbia.edu / cct / may_ 

jun08 / around_the_quads5. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
SPRING SEMESTER 2009 

Tuesday 
MARCH 

10 
John Jay Awards Dinner 

Monday-Friday 
MARCH 

16-20 
Spring Break 

Monday 
MAY 

4 
Last Day of Classes 

Friday Sunday Monday 
MAY MAY MAY 

15 17 18 
Spring Term Ends Baccalaureate Service Academic Awards & 

Prizes Ceremony 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday-Sunday 
MAY MAY JUNE 

19 20 4-7 
Class Day Commencement Dean’s Day and Alumni 

Reunion Weekend 

For more information, please call the Columbia College Office of Alumni Affairs 
and Development, 866-CC-ALUMNl, or visit the College's alumni events Web site: 

www.college.columbia.edu/alumni/events and the University alumni events 
Web site: http://alumni.columbia.edu/attend/eventscalendar.aspx. 

CCW at Dylan's Candy Bar 

The candy wasn't as sweet as the networking opportunities at 
the second annual Dylan's Candy Bar Networking Event, held on 
February 3 and hosted by the Columbia College Women Men¬ 
toring Committee and the Center for Career Education. CCW 
Chairwoman Claire Shanley '92 (right) is joined by (left to right) 
Katherine Han '09, Lauren Zanedis '11, Gillian Kern merer '11 and 
Katherine Reedy '09. 

PHOTO: LIZ MEDINA '09 
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Steven Mintz is a professor 

of history and the director 

of the GSAS Teaching Cen¬ 

ter. Formerly a fellow at the 

Center for Advanced Study 

in the Behavioral Sciences at 

Stanford, he received his Ph.D. 

from Yale and was, for many 

years, the Moores Professor 

of History at the University of 

Houston. He is the author and 

editor of 13 books, including 

Huck's Raft: A History of Amer¬ 
ican Childhood. The creator of 

the Digital History Web site, a 

free online resource for his¬ 

tory teachers and students, 

Mintz is national co-chair of 

the Council on Contemporary 

Families and president-elect 

of the Society for the History 

of Children and Youth. 

Where did you grow up? 

I'm from Detroit, the motor 

city, the murder city. 

If you weren't a history pro¬ 

fessor, what would you want 

to be? 

I think I would be doing some¬ 

thing with education defined 

broadly. It might be teaching 

school. It might be working 

with museums. It might be 

working with new media. But 

anything I would be doing 

would involve education of 

some sort. 

How did you get interested 

in history? 

When I was an undergradu¬ 

ate, I had a chance to actually 

be a historian for a moment. I 

was researching an African- 

American writer who later 

passed for white, and because 

of that, very few people had 

worked on him. His name 

was Jean Toomer, and he is 

now quite well known. He 

had a lot of friends, among 

them Georgia O'Keeffe. I 

was able to visit her because 

no one had asked her about 

her friend in 60 years. I was 

so young I had to hitchhike 

because I couldn't rent a car. 

When I knocked on her door 

in New Mexico, she said, "A 

lot of strange things wander 

in. I see they still do." It was a 

life-changing experience. 

How did you end up at 

Columbia? 

I do a lot with professional 

development of educators. 

I was absolutely delighted 

when GSAS was interested 

and shared my vision. The 

project. It should be a catalyst 

for innovation. It should be 

an innovation incubator. It 

should prepare graduate stu¬ 

dents to teach here at Colum¬ 

bia, but it also should pre¬ 

pare them to teach elsewhere. 

More than that, it should 

also develop community 

and school partnerships. It 

should be a leader in promot¬ 

ing educational innovation, 

and that's been what's made 

this tremendously exciting. 

Can you talk about the Digital 

History project you created? 

For anyone who came of age in 

the 1960s, there's a sense that 

we owe a debt, that we grew 

up in a Utopian period, and 

that we therefore have some re¬ 

sponsibility to keep those Uto¬ 

pian dreams alive, however so¬ 

ciety has changed. My effort to 

do that was to create a Web site 

[www.digitalhistory.uh.edu] 

that would provide teachers 

and students with high-quality 

resources at no cost and would 

really transform K-12 history 

teaching by allowing students 

to turn the study of history 

into active hands-on learning 

emphasizing inquiry and 

investigation. 

Is it achieving that 

goal? 

The site is used by 

roughly 30,000 students 

and teachers every day. 

which is way more than any 

of the books I've written have 

sold. Therefore, it seems to have 

found an audience. 

What are you teaching this 

semester? 

I teach a class called "America 

Through Sight and Sound." 

The first half was to 1877, and 

the second half, which is this 

semester, is since 1877. It's a 

class that looks at film, photog¬ 

raphy, art and music as win¬ 

dows into American culture. 

What are you working on 

right now? 

The next big project is the his¬ 

tory of adulthood. Adulthood 

is the black hole in historical 

scholarship. We have a lot of 

books on other aspects of life, 

and we have a huge selection 

of self-help literature about 

adulthood, but what we don't 

have is a history of adulthood. 

It's a foolhardy project, too 

broad. On the other hand, 

those are the best projects to 

work on. I've always discov¬ 

ered, because you're trying to 

grapple issues that all of us are 

wrestling with: Is the midlife 

crisis a new invention, or has 

it always existed? How have 

adults dealt with the inevitable 

pains, sufferings, disruptions, 

illnesses, losses that accom¬ 

pany adulthood? 

Interview and photo: 

Ethan Rouen '04J 

To watch excerpts of this inter¬ 

view with Mintz, visit www. 

college.columbia.edu/cct. 

Five Minutes with ... Steven Mintz 

Have You Moved? 
To ensure that you receive 

CCT and other College 
information, let us know if 
you have a new postal or 

e-mail address, new phone 
number or even a new name. 

Send an e-mail to 
cct@columbia.edu or 

call CCT at 212-851-7852. 

Smart is Sexy! 
Date Smart, Party Smart 

JOIN THE INTRODUCTION NETWORK 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR GRADUATES, FACULTY, 

AND STUDENTS OF THE IVY LEAGUE, MIT, 

STANFORD, AND A FEW OTHERS 

800-988- 5288 
WWW.RIGHTSTUFFDATING.COM 
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AROUND THE QUADS COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

ALUMNI IN THE NEWS 

Jake LaSalle '07 and Marty 
LaSalle '07 

PHOTO: BERTRAND GUAY/BIG APPLE 
CIRCUS 

■ Columbians are pros at juggling 

classes, jobs and social lives, but 

just plain juggling? While many 

of their classmates have gone on 

to Wall Street and Washington, 

twins Jake LaSalle '07 and Marty 

LaSalle '07 are making their living 

tossing pins and doing flips in the 

Big Apple Circus. Featured in a 

January 4 New York Times article, 

the brothers, who graduated cum 

laude, have been dazzling audi¬ 

ences with their juggling skills 

since childhood. Part of the reason 

they chose Columbia was because 

of the opportunities the city pro¬ 

vided for their unique skills, they 

told the Times. 
They have traveled the world 

to perform and won the 2001 

World Juggling Championship 

in Madison, Wis. Tom Cruise 

praised them after seeing the circus 

in November with his wife and 

daughter. Although it mostly has 

been awards and "oohs" and "ahs" 

from the crowds, there have been 

some stumbles, the twins said, like 

the time they accidentally hit Ricki 

Lake in the back of the head with a 

club while appearing on her show. 

The LaSalles plan to go on 

tour with the circus before trying 

different career paths. Jake, who 

IN MEMORIAM 
A. Kent Hieatt '54 GSAS, who 
taught in Columbia's English 
department from 1944-69, died 
on January 8,2009. He lived in 
Essex, Conn. 

Hieatt was born in Indiana¬ 
polis, lived briefly in Samsun, 
Turkey, with his parents, and 
grew up in Louisville, Ky. After 
earning a B.A. from the Univer¬ 
sity of Louisville in 1943, Hieatt 
earned his Ph.D. in English and 
comparative literature from 
GSAS and was offered a posi¬ 
tion as assistant professor 
of English the same year. He 
later became associate profes¬ 
sor. While at Columbia, Hieatt 
published Short time's endless 
monument: The symbolism 
of the numbers in Edmund 
Spenser's Epithalamion. 

In 1969, Hieatt was offered 
a full professorship at the Uni¬ 
versity of Western Ontario; he 
worked there until his 1989 re¬ 
tirement. Hieatt also was chair¬ 

man of the north-central division 
of the Renaissance Society of 
America, 1973-74; chairman of 
the English Literature, Renais¬ 
sance Division of the Modern 
Language Association, 1978-79; 
recipient of the 1984 William 
Riley Parker Prize; and president 
of the Spenser Society. 

He was senior founding 
editor of Spenser Newsletter 
and co-editor of Spenser En¬ 
cyclopaedia. Hieatt authored 
Chaucer, Spenser, Milton: 
Mythopoeic continuities and 
Transformations and was co¬ 
translator of Lorenzo Valla's On 
Pleasure, De voluptate. With his 
wife, Constance, he published 
a 1961 children's version of The 
Canterbury Tales. 

Hieatt is survived by his wife; 
daughters, Alice Coulombe and 
Kathy; brother, Charles; and two 
grandchildren. Memorial con¬ 
tributions may be made to the 
Essex Meadows Foundation. 

majored in anthropology, is apply¬ 

ing to medical school. Marty, an 

economics major, hopes to stay in 

the entertainment field, but work 

on the business side. 

Ari Gold '92 

■ Ari Gold '92's first full-length 

feature film. Adventures of Power, 
was shown at the Sundance Film 

Festival and has already won nu¬ 

merous awards. The comedy stars 

Gold, who also wrote and directed 

it, as a mine worker named Power 

who is obsessed with playing 

drums but has no musical skill. 

When Power's father calls a strike 

at the mine. Power discovers a 

subculture of "air drummers" 

who might hold the key to chang¬ 

ing the world. The film co-stars 

Adrian Grenier, Michael McKean 

and Jane Lynch. It was given 

the top Audience Award at the 

Vail and Memphis film festivals, 

among several other prizes at 

festivals across the country. 

■ Gideon Yago '00 hosted the show 

The IFC Media Project, a six-part 

documentary series on the IFC 

channel that took an in-depth look 

at the influences shaping today's 

media coverage. Yago, who has 

won a Peabody Award and an 

Emmy, examined a variety of 

issues affecting accurate, balanced 

reporting at leading news outlets. 

The 30-minute shows ran beginning 

in November. Featuring interviews 

with leading people in the news, in¬ 

cluding Dan Rather, Tucker Carlson 

and Valerie Plame, the show also 

examined how poor news reporting 

influences people's perceptions of 

what is going on in the world. 

To read a CCT profile of Yago 

from 2003, go to www.college. 

columbia.edu / cct_archive / sep03 / 

profiles2.php. 

■ Ezra Koenig '06, Chris Tomson 

'06, Rostam Batmanglij '06 and 

Chris Baio '07, who make up the 

indie rock band Vampire Weekend, 

were part of The New York Times' 
Arts & Leisure Weekend in Janu¬ 

ary. The band played at The 'Iimes- 

Center in midtown Manhattan and 

then sat down with Times reporter 

Ben Sisario for a Q&A about how 

the group formed at Columbia, the 

success of their self-titled debut 

album and their next steps. 

To read more about the band, see 

CCTs 2007 profile: www.college. 

columbia.edu/ cct_archive/ may_ 

jun07 / updates3.php. 

■ William Stadiem '69 has another 

bestseller on his resume with the 

2008 publication of Don’t Mind if I 
Do, the autobiography of George 

Hamilton that he co-authored. The 

juicy book about the film and tele¬ 

vision actor has garnered rave 

reviews. Stadiem, who has written 

books about Marilyn Monroe and 

other Hollywood legends, and 

screenplays for films such as Young 
Toscanini, also is working on turn¬ 

ing his book, Mr. S: My Life with 
Frank Sinatra, into a movie. He co¬ 

wrote that book with Sinatra's valet. 

■ Master fiction writer Steven 

Millhauser '65's latest short story 

collection. Dangerous Laughter, 
Thirteen Stories, was named one 

of the 10 best books of 2008 by 

The New York Times. Calling him 

"a master fabulist in the tradition 

of Poe and Nabokov," the editors 

wrote of his first book in five years 

that it "invents spookily plausible 

parallel universes in which the 

deepest human emotions and 

yearnings are transformed into 

their monstrous opposites." 

IN LUMINE TUO 
AWARDED: Fritz Stern '46, 
University Professor Emeri¬ 
tus, has been awarded the 
annual German-Polish Prize 
for reconciliation. Since 1993 
the prize has been awarded 
annually by "Europastadt" 
Goerlitz-Subice, but this is 
the first time that the prize 
has been awarded to an 
American. Stern is a prolific 
writer and eminent scholar in 
the field of European history 
whose academic and teach¬ 
ing career has spanned more 
than 50 years. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 

American Physical Society Editor-in-Chief Gene Sprouse (left) presents 
Pupin Hall's Physics Historic Site plaque to E.V.P for Research David Hirsh. 

PHOTO: DAVID WENTWORTH 

■ HISTORIC PUPIN: On January 
29, the American Physical Society 
(APS) designated Pupin Hall and 
the Department of Physics as a 
Physics Historic Site, complete 
with a plaque indicating as such, 
in recognition of Isador Isaac 
(1.1.) Rabi '27 GSAS' discovery of 
magnetic resonance. Rabi joined 
the Columbia faculty in 1930 and 
received the 1944 Nobel Prize in 
Physics. In 1964, he was one of the 
first faculty members to receive the 
title of University Professor. 

Professor A.J. Millis, chair 
of the Department of Physics, 
delivered introductory remarks at 
the event. "The discovery we are 
honoring today concerns magnetic 

Mini-Core 
Curriculum Course 
Have you ever wanted to 

revisit the Core Curricu¬ 
lum? The Alumni Office, in 
cooperation with Academic 
Affairs and the Core Curricu¬ 
lum Office, is launching the 
next mini-Core Curriculum 
series. This semester will fea¬ 
ture Music Humanities, which 
will meet three times on a bi¬ 
weekly basis from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. There will be a fee of ap¬ 
proximately $175 and atten¬ 
dance will be capped at 30. 
"Music, Technology, Culture" 
will be taught by Professor 
Brad Garton on Wednesdays 
beginning April 29. 

For further information, 
contact Jennifer Freely in the 
Alumni Office: 212-851-7488 
orjf226l@columbia.edu. 

resonance, the use of an alternat¬ 
ing electric field (in Rabi's day, a 
radio wave) to tickle a quantum 
mechanical system, causing it to 
jump from one energy state to 
another," he said. Rabi's discovery 
has made possible research tools 
used in nearly all scientific fields 
and a significant advancement in 
modem medicine — MRI scans. 

The plaque was presented 
by Gene Sprouse, APS editor- 
in-chief, and accepted by David 
Hirsh, e.v.p. for research. Hirsh 
commented, "Pupin Hall, where 
we stand today, is indeed a site 
of great significance for science. 
Great science has happened and 
is happening within these walls. 
Eight Nobel Prizes have been 
awarded so far for work done 
here ... On behalf of the Univer¬ 
sity, I thank the American Physical 
Society for recognizing Professor 
Rabi and the spirit of scientific 
discovery that characterizes Co¬ 
lumbia then and now." 

Gordon Chenowith Sauer '11 Arts 

TRANSITIONS 

■ ALUMNI OFFICE: The Alumni 
Office has welcomed two new staff 
members. 

On December 15, Kathryn Lisa 
joined the staff as associate direc¬ 
tor, donor relations, responsible 
for overseeing the stewardship of 
named College scholarships, in¬ 
cluding the scholarship matching 
program and the annual scholar¬ 
ship reception. She also will assist 
with the production of the Colum 
bia College Fund's Annual Report. 
Lisa majored in English at Rutgers 
and most recently worked at the 

■ OH, BROTHER!: The Burgers 
and Basketball event on Janu¬ 
ary 30 began as an evening of 
brotherly love when more than 
100 Class Agents, student lead¬ 
ers and members of the Classes 
of '64, '69 and '84 gathered for 
dinner at Havana Central at The 
West End. But once the Colum¬ 
bians got to Levien Gym, that 
love was dwarfed by an intense 
sibling rivalry played out on the 
court. 

The Columbia Lions men's 
basketball team, coached by Joe 
Jones, whipped the Yale Bulldogs, 
coached by Jones' brother, James, 
53-42 in the Lions' first Ivy 
League victory of the season. 

The Columbia College Office 
of Alumni Affairs and Develop¬ 
ment-sponsored event started 
with students, alumni and their 
families enjoying burgers at 
Havana Central. Once they were 
full, they marched across Broad¬ 
way, cheering and waving blue 
and white pompons to join the 
raucous crowd at the gym. The 
game saw several lead changes, 
which pumped up the crowd 
even more. With less than eight 
minutes left in the game, Colum¬ 
bia took the lead and didn't look 
back. 

Ethan Rouen '04J 

■ DIVERSITY: Of all Ivy schools, 
Columbia has the highest per¬ 
centage of black students in the 
Class of 2012 — 12.1 percent 
— according to The Journal of 
Blacks in Higher Education. The 
University bested Yale, 10 per¬ 
cent; Harvard, 8.4 percent; and 
Princeton, 7.7 percent. 

Osborne Association, where she 
was a grant writer. 

Kimberly Peterson joined the 
office on January 12 as associate 
director, national outreach. She 
will work on reunion logistics, 
national outreach and staff devel¬ 
opment. A graduate of Southern 
Methodist with a major in com¬ 
munications arts-advertising, Pe¬ 
terson previously worked at Bear, 
Stearns & Co./EMC Mortgage 
Corp., where she was a senior 
communications specialist. __ 

Discover the stories 
behind one of New York's 
finest institutions with 

Stuyvesant High School: 
The First 100 Years! 

The Centennial Book includes: 
• History of Stuyvesant High 
School, with hundreds of great 
photos! 
• Wise and funny recollections 
and "Think-Backs" by alumni(ae) 
and teachers 
• Excerpts from student 
publications The Spectator, 
Indicator and Caliper 

Preview and order the 
Stuyvesant High School 

Centennial book at 
www.ourstrongband.org! 

ADVERTISE 
HERE! 

Connect with all 

Columbia College alumni. 

Reach an audience of 

prominent, affluent, 

well-educated readers 

who are leaders in their 

fields — attorneys, 

physicians, politicians, 

scientists ... yes, even a 

President. 

Significant savings 

opportunity. Call today to 

find out more. 

Contact Taren Cowan 

at 212-851-7967 or 

tc2306@columbia.edu. 
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Thousands gather on the steps of 

Low Library to watch the inauguration 

of Barack Obama ’83 as the 44th 

President of the United States. 

By Ethan Rouen '04J 

Cold Weather, 
Hot Chocolate 
and a College 
President 

With numb fingers and warm hearts, thou¬ 

sands packed the steps of Low Library on 

a chilly January 20 to watch the inaugura¬ 

tion of Barack Obama '83, the first College 

alumnus to lead the United States. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder in front 

of a JumboTron screen, students, faculty, staff and neighbors 

watched in awe as Obama took the oath to become the 44th Presi¬ 

dent and the first African-American to hold the nation's highest of¬ 

fice. When the steps of Low were filled, people lined College Walk 

alongside the screen, leaned on railings and stood on benches for 

a view of the proceedings. Oblivious to the sub-freezing tempera¬ 

tures and puffs of snow blowing off Low's roof, the crowd wore 

only jackets, smiles and tears of joy. 

"It seemed inevitable, but to actually have it happen is amazing," 

said Gabriel Moyer-Perez '11, a history major. "He 

closely mirrors what we hold as our values. It's really 

refreshing to see someone in charge who cares about 

science and knowledge, the things we care about." 

President Lee C. Bollinger's office provided hot 

chocolate and cider to the 7,500 people who spent 

most of their morning on campus, and Bollinger 

greeted the crowd shortly before the procession of 

dignitaries began in Washington, D.C. 

"Every now and then in life, you get the opportu¬ 

nity to be part of something you can be certain will 

be remembered for ages to come," he said. "Today 

the entire world, it seems, is convening to witness 

the inauguration of President Barack Obama. 

"It feels as if history has all come together for this 

one brilliant moment, everything resolved in the 

best possible way and offering us the potential for a 

much better world," he added. "And, so, we might 

say. Stand Columbia and let the world share with us 

our pride in being part of this defining moment in 

history, unembarrassed about our high hopes 

for the future, and glad to be part of an in¬ 

stitution with a commitment to learn actively 

and to act wisely." 

Students from the School at Columbia 

cheered and waved blue and white pompons. 

The crowd clapped for Aretha Franklin and 

roared as Obama was sworn in. 

"It's really an amazing experience," Gaia 

Goffe '11 said. "This is a historic moment, and 

we're glad we have that connection with Obama." 

Echoed Mary Ghadimi '11, "I think it's fitting that 

the first African-American President comes from 

Columbia." 

The Tuesday after Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

also marked the first day of classes, but walking 

through University buildings gave the impression 

that it was a holiday. Many professors cancelled their 

classes or let their students out in time to watch the 

proceedings. Offices were largely vacant. The only 

signs of life were found near every available televi¬ 

sion or computer monitor, where spectators huddled 

around the glow of Obama's inauguration. 

Classrooms may have been empty, but having 

an alumnus in the nation's highest office likely will 

inspire students to work harder. 

"There's a general sense of enthusiasm about 

politics," said Parinitha Sastry '11, an economics 

and math major and a member of the Roosevelt 

Institution, a student think tank. "I hear a lot more 

“There’s a general sense 
of enthusiasm about 
politics,” said Parinitha 
Sastry ’ll, left, with 
Gaia Goffe ’ll. 

PHOTO: ETHAN ROUEN '04J 

President Lee C. 
Bollinger called 
the inauguration 
viewing an "oppor¬ 
tunity to be part of 
something you can 
be certain will be 
remembered for 
ages to come." 

PHOTO: EILEEN 
BARROSO 
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"On this day, we gather because we have 

chosen hope over fear, unity of purpose 

over conflict and discord. On this day, 

we come to proclaim an end to the 

petty grievances and false promises, the 

recriminations and worn-out dogmas 

that for far too long have strangled our 

politics ... The time has come to reaffirm 

our enduring spirit; to choose our better 

history; to carry forward that precious gift, 

that noble idea, passed on from generation 

to generation: the God-given promise that 

all are equal, all are free and all deserve 

a chance to pursue their full measure of 

happiness." 
— President Barack Obama '83 

during his inauguration speech 

Emotions were evident on the faces of many who 
gathered to watch the inauguration of the first 
Columbia graduate to hold the office of President 
of the united States, Barack Obama '83. 

PHOTOS: EILEEN BARROSO; SNOWMAN PHOTO: ETHAN 
ROUEN '04J 
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“It seemed inevitable, 

but to actually have it 

happen is amazing,” 

said Gabriel Moyer- 

Perez ’ll, left, with 

Margo Stuchin ’ll. 
PHOTO: ETHAN ROUEN '04J 

discourse. I hear a lot more people 

being excited, more people coming 

to political organization meetings." 

That enthusiasm, combined with 

their educations and Obama's ex¬ 

ample, is enough to give students 

hope for their futures. 

"This is going to open doors, 

not only for the College but also 

for people who are part of the Co¬ 

lumbia community," says Anthony 

Pascua '10, a political science ma¬ 

jor. "Everyone who belongs to this 

school is excited. Columbia will 

benefit and ride on the coattails of 

Barack Obama." 

Columbia alumni played a vital 

role in Obama's grueling, two-year 

campaign, and they will continue 

to be important in the new administration. 

Eric Holder Jr. '73, '76L is the first black attorney general, re¬ 

placing Michael Mukasey '63, who served under President George 

W. Bush (see January / February "Around the Quads"). Holder was 

a senior legal adviser in Obama's campaign and among those who 

vetted the selection of Joe Biden for Vice President. 

Another member of Obama's inner circle is Julius Genachow- 

ski '85, who now heads the Federal Communications Commis¬ 

sion (see "Alumni in the News") and who worked with Obama's 

transition team. Genachowski, a technology expert, clerked for 

Supreme Court justices David Souter and William Brennan. 

Obama last appeared on campus in September, when he advo¬ 

cated for public service for all during ServiceNation, but his time 

at Columbia in the early 1980s is shrouded in mystery and has 

become an obsession of some in the media. 

Obama transferred to Columbia from Occidental College in 

Los Angeles in his junior year. Few of his classmates remember 

seeing him at school, and he has said little about his experience 

at the College except that he spent much of his time in the library, 

getting serious about his studies and planning for his future. 

His junior-year roommate, Phil Boemer '84, who knew 

Obama at Occidental before both 

transferred to Columbia, remem¬ 

bers him as a serious, thoughtful 

student who also took time out to 

have a beer at The West End or en¬ 

joy typical New York experiences 

like long walks down Broadway 

and visits to the museums (see Jan¬ 

uary/February "Alumni Corner"). 

"Barack wasn't thinking about 

becoming President when he was 

in college; he wanted to be a writ¬ 

er," Boerner wrote. "Based on my 

six years of knowing him in col¬ 

lege and the years immediately 

after, I can vouch that Barack is a 

man of character, and I trust him 

to do the right thing when he is 

President." 

“This is going to open 

doors not only for 

the College but also 

for people who are 

part of the Columbia 

community,” says 

Anthony Pascua TO, 

right, with Hanako 

Maeda TO. 
PHOTO: ETHAN ROUEN '04J 

a 
To view Bollinger's speech, go to www. 

college.columbia.edu/cct. 

jn 

The crowd, estimated at 7,500, fell silent as Obama took the oath of 
office to become the country's 44th President, then erupted in cheers 
following the historic moment 

PHOTOS: EILEEN BARROSO 
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

Q&A 
^ PART II 

Dean Austin Quigley 

Dean Austin Quigley with John Kluge '37, the University's most generous benefactor, at a Kluge Scholars reception. Kluge's 
$400 million gift was "a watershed moment" for Columbia. 

PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY Q&A PART II: DEAN AUSTIN QUIGLEY 

“We are now able to attract 21,300 applications far 1,000 

places with one of the best admit rates in the country.” 

Last May, Austin Quigley announced his plans 

to step down as dean of Columbia College at the 

completion of the 2008-09 academic year. His 

tenure of 14 years is the second-longest tenure in 

the College's 255-year history. CCT editor Alex 

Sachare '71 visited Quigley in his Hamilton Hall 

office for a wide-ranging interview, the first part 

of which appeared in the November/December 

issue (www.college.columbia.edu/cct). In Part II, 

Quigley picks up the story beginning with the tum¬ 

ultuous week in 1997 when he was fired and then 

promptly rehired, and speaks personally about 

what he describes as a mission rather than a job. 

Early in your tenure as dean, you went through a hectic week in 

which you were fired by the central administration and then, fol¬ 

lowing an outpouring of support from a number of groups, in¬ 

cluding College alumni leaders, you were rehired. How did that 

shape the years that followed and the way you did your job? 

Long before I became dean, the structural relationship between 

the College and Arts and Sciences had been problematic. Different 

people moved in and out of the leadership positions and had dif¬ 

ficulty working with each other because of the structural misalign¬ 

ment, which was more influential than the personalities involved. 

The underlying issue was how Arts and Sciences built its gover¬ 

nance structure and where the College fits in that structure. 

Columbia had been experimenting with various alignments 

for Arts and Sciences governance since its inception. At one point, 

the dean of the graduate school ran Arts and Sciences; at another, 

the dean of the College also was the vice president of Arts and 

Sciences and dean of the faculty. In the mid-1990s, there was an 

attempt to make the deans of all the schools equal partners in the 

collective governance of Arts and Sciences, with the dean of fac¬ 

ulty as vice president of Arts and Sciences in a leadership role. It 

was a governing structure of one school, one voice, in the demo¬ 

cratic tradition. But what that was masking was the very different 

relationship between each of the schools and the central Arts and 

Sciences. Not the least of this is budgetary, where the College pro¬ 

vides roughly 60 percent of Arts and Sciences net tuition funds 

and most of its fundraising potential. None of the other schools 

brings to the table even one-third of what the College brings. 

What has happened since is a steady evolution of the Arts and 

Sciences governance structure to much more of a one-on-one rela¬ 

tionship between each of the school deans and the vice president 

.of Arts and Sciences, Nick Dirks. He has lots of one-on-ones with 

the deans and fewer collective meetings, because we are very dif¬ 

ferent schools with differing relationships to the center, and differ¬ 

ing relationships to the faculty, and differing relationships to each 

other. What the governance structure is trying to accommodate 

right now is the importance of those differences, rather than trying 

to reduce them all to a false commonality. 

The transformation of the College in the last several years has 

gathered pace since Nick became vice president and established 

a much closer working relationship. Recognizing the instability of 

what he inherited and that collective governance masked key dif¬ 

ferences, Nick was looking for a new structure. Each of the school 

deans has worked very closely with Nick. So we in the College 

have come to define a different working relationship with Arts 

and Sciences that has enabled us to align our interests and develop 

shared goals. This has addressed the structural issues that pro¬ 

voked the crisis of 1997. 

Could you elaborate on the relationship between the College 

and Arts and Sciences? 

The centrality of the College to the University, which was part of 

our earlier conversation, must inevitably lead to the centrality of 

the College in Arts and Sciences, because you can't have one with¬ 

out the other. This should not, of course, be at the cost of the ap¬ 

propriate commitment of Arts and Sciences to all the other schools. 

But the fact is that the public image of the University, and hence of 

Arts and Sciences, sits significantly on the shoulders of Columbia 

College. For better or for worse, what gets publicity these days is 

what's happening at your undergraduate college, what are you do¬ 

ing to attract and educate the citizen leaders of the next generation, 

how broadly based, selective and inclusive is your class? That's not 

just true of Columbia, it's what's happening around the country. 

It matters enormously that the President of the United States, his 

Attorney General, the Chair of the FCC and the Governor of New 

York are all Columbia College graduates. It also matters that we are 

now able to attract 21,300 applications for 1,000 places with one of 

the best admit rates in the country, and that at the same time, we 

have one of the most inclusive classes in the nation. No one should 

underestimate what all this means for the influence of Columbia on 

the nation's future and for our stature at home and abroad. So it7s 

very important that Arts and Sciences be closely aware of the needs 

and priorities of the College and work very hard to relate those 

advantageously to the needs and priorities of the other schools. 

The second thing, as I mentioned, is the practical matter of the 

budgetary dependence of Arts and Sciences on the College. A dis¬ 

proportionate part of the Arts and Sciences budget derives from 

the College. You don't want the budgetary realities to be the tail 

that wags the dog, but it's also foolish to try to evade its impli¬ 

cations, not least because of the need to maximize the College's 

capacity to strengthen the faculty that serves all the schools. 

The growth potential of fundraising in a college of our stature far 

outweighs that of all the other Arts and Sciences schools combined. 

That's just a fact. Thus, budgetary investments in the College are not 

just investments in the quality of the College, but in the school that 

provides the largest development potential for the whole of Arts 

and Sciences. The more Arts and Sciences invests in the College, the 

larger the development potential for all of the others schools as well 

as for the College. It's not, shall we fund the College versus the other 
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schools, but which shall we fund first, given 

that there is likely to be a much greater re¬ 

turn from the College in terms of resources 

for the whole. That's an important factor 

that used to be off the table almost entirely 

to the disadvantage of all concerned. The 

recognition that when you invest in the Col¬ 

lege you also invest in the Arts and Sciences 

and the University as a whole has come 

much more steadily to the fore in recent 

years, and if s working wonderfully well, as 

it should. The old Arts and Sciences struc¬ 

ture obscured that and promoted a situation 

where all schools struggled together instead 

of all progressing together. Changing this 

has been at the heart of the recurring politi¬ 

cal tensions during my term as dean. 

The single most visible of many visible implications of the new 

approach, aside from the really rapid increase in the number of Arts 

and Sciences faculty chairs now being endowed by College affiliates, 

is the recent Kluge gift. When John Kluge '37, always our most gen¬ 

erous benefactor, provided a $400 million gift to the University last 

year, $200 million of it was for the College and $200 million of it was 

tagged for the other Arts and Sciences schools. Internally, people have 

not yet grasped what a wastershed moment this was for the Univer¬ 

sity and for the role of College and its alumni in it. This gift and the 

many gifts for Arts and Sciences chairs in the current record-break¬ 

ing campaign are clear indications of the returns for the University if 

it invests sufficiently in the College. The old governance structure of 

six apparently equal schools was not only out of touch with all sorts 

of realities that needed to be accommodated in the way things run, 

but it also worked to the disadvantage of the other schools. The new 

structure still is evolving, but the one-on-one relationship that I now 

have with Nick Dirks does accommodate our needs and aspirations 

and our relationship to the collectivity much better than used to be 

the case. My successor as dean will hold an Arts and Sciences title 

that reflects this change and a much more influential role for the Col¬ 

lege dean in Arts and Sciences and University governance. 

That explains, structurally, what has taken place during the 

past 10-15 years. But on a more personal level, 

what about that experience in 1997 shaped the 

way you approached your job? 

University politics has been a spectator sport 

around the world for many generations. This is not 

a new issue; C.P. Snow wrote about it 50 years ago 

in a celebrated novel called The Masters. But what 

you see in the context of an academic political de¬ 

bate depends upon where you sit. I have enormous 

respect for all of the participants in the disagree¬ 

ments back then, and I would never want to begin 

to intimate that they weren't acting with the high¬ 

est motives and with the best of intentions in do¬ 

ing their jobs the way they felt they should be done. 

It's important that that be said. Beyond that, we 

all know how indispensable great universities are. 

but also how fragile they are, so custodial 

responsibilities have to be discharged with 

great care. Sometimes, however, people of 

goodwill can disagree on fundamentals, 

and then people's personalities do have 

some influence on the way events unfold. 

To some extent the events of 1997 have had 

a lasting impact on how I have pictured 

what I needed to do for Columbia and how 

I would go about it. 

From a personal point of view, well, I 

don't take on responsibilities lightly and I 

take the duties of leadership very seriously. 

I'm a good listener when I hear other opin¬ 

ions, and I try not to make decisions that are 

under-informed. By character I am some¬ 

one whose determination increases, rather 

than decreases, in the face of complexity and challenge. That's part 

of the legacy, I know, of being a serious athlete in my youth. I feel 

veiy comfortable with responsibility and with dealing with crises 

and contexts where there is a fair amount of disagreement and de¬ 

bate. Though the first responsibility is always to listen carefully to 

opposing viewpoints before making decisions, there are often values 

at stake whose defense is part of the responsibility of the job. There 

is an old Groucho Marx joke that runs something like, "I have prin¬ 

ciples, you know, but if you don't like those, I have others." That 

will not serve in this kind of role, and on more than one occasion I 

have described the role of College dean as a mission and not just a 

job, because of the responsibility that is entailed to provide the next 

generation of leaders with an excellent education. 

You should never take on a role like this one because you like to 

have a title or because you think if s going to further your career or 

make you feel more important. A good, old fashioned, public service 

impulse has to govern the career of a successful college dean. You 

have to want to do something for the good of the institution and 

understand it is much more important than you are. So, to answer 

your question, from a personal point of view, the challenges of politi¬ 

cal clashes have not been a deterrent, indeed the reverse. They tend 

to clarify the values at stake and the importance of devoting your 

time to them, particularly if other people demonstrate that these val¬ 

ues are their values, too. I signed up for four years but served for 

14 because of that sense of shared mission. If other 

leaders line up alongside your leadership, impor¬ 

tant things can be achieved together, and that clari¬ 

fication of shared values and shared commitments 

was one of the consequences of the events of sum¬ 

mer 1997.1 believed then as I believe now that what 

was going to be good for the College would also 

be good for the University, and that has certainly 

proved to be the case. 

You've often used the phrase "intergenerational 

community" to describe the College and its fam¬ 

ily. Could you explain where that comes from? 

Everybody is influenced to some extent by the cir¬ 

cumstances in which they grew up. I grew up in 

Quigley and V.P. of Arts and Sciences Nicholas 
Dirks work closely on many College and Arts and 
Sciences projects. 
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Quigley Endowment 

Inspired by a group of College 

alumni, the Dean Austin Quig¬ 

ley Endowment for Student 

Success has been announced 

to pay tribute to Quigley's 14 

years of service as Dean of the 

College. The endowment's goal 

is to raise $50 million to sup¬ 

port, initially, undergraduate 

advising and career education 

programs. To date, commit¬ 

ments for approximately $25 

million have been received. 
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England after the Second World War, after 

a period of destruction on a global scale. If s 

hard for people in the United States to grasp 

how long the effects of that war lingered in 

England. The bombed and derelict build¬ 

ings stayed that way for many, many years. 

Rationing of food was still typical into the 

early and mid-1950s. Normal life certainly 

didn't resume when peace came in 1945.1 

vividly recall to this day the first time I went 

to a candy store (sometime in the 1950s) 

when I could finally buy anything I wanted 

without producing the dreaded coupons 

that rationed out some tiny portion for so 

many years. 

Growing up in that post-war environ¬ 

ment in one of the many devastated Euro¬ 

pean countries leaves a lasting mark on you. 

And in England, it wasn't just that our industrial base was bombed 

or obsolete but that what was lost with it was an international role 

and standing that would never be recovered. After two world wars 

involving incalculable sacrifice, the post-war world was one of short¬ 

age and struggle, and tire future looked dim. 

Many families I knew, including my own, had missing mem¬ 

bers buried in distant graves somewhere at home or abroad. Lots 

of survivors had broken bodies and no jobs. Two generations of 

women who might have chosen to marry found themselves single 

after the slaughter of the two world wars, with no opportunity to 

have partners and families of their own. The physical damage, the 

bomb sites and the derelict factories also signaled the end of an 

earlier way of life, and large pockets of past grandeur remained 

to remind us of what had been, along with the glorious English 

countryside. Magnificent public buildings and parks, and marvel¬ 

ous museums, theaters and galleries preserved the great residue of 

English culture, for better or worse. This strange mixture of decay¬ 

ing grandeur and beauty on one hand and derelict bomb sites and 

rubble on the other exemplified a world in which past, present and 

future were unclearly aligned and loss was intricately interwoven 

with gain. The long lingering wartime rhetoric registered the con¬ 

tinuing clash between historical aspiration and current reality. For 

many a family, the grim recognition was that your country could 

ask of you the last full measure of your devotion, and deliver, in 

return, nothing very substantial. 

What you come out of such a childhood with is a very real sense 

of the fragility of things, of how even the most advanced of societ¬ 

ies can suddenly be at risk and at any moment, and that what has 

taken generations to build can be destroyed in a relatively short 

time. If centuries of investment of effort, lives, talents and wealth 

can be wiped away so suddenly, if so much that seems reliable is 

always at risk, your understanding of intergenerational responsi¬ 

bilities and of the life of institutions is inevitably informed by that. 

Leaving to one side, for example, the arguments about what 

should and should not have happened in the demanding Columbia 

circumstances of 1968, you look at events like those of that time and 

realize how vulnerable universities are, how important it is both to 

preserve and to renew the great cultural institutions in which lots of 

the values and many of the resources of our community are embed¬ 

ded. There's a deep sense of responsibility 

that comes with recognizing the twin im¬ 

peratives of sustaining these institutions for 

what they have been at their best while also 

recognizing at the same time that they have 

to be carefully changed, steadily moved for¬ 

ward, if they are to survive and thrive. It's a 

delicate balance and a theme I keep coming 

back to: You have to renew traditions and 

institutions to keep them alive, you can't 

just lock them in place for posterity. You've 

got to renew, but it's got to be informed, 

careful renewal, because so much of what 

has been passed down to us can so easily 

be destroyed, not only by external interven¬ 

tion but also by our own failure to see clear¬ 

ly what matters now and what will matter 

most to the generations that follow ours. 

It is in that context that I feel acutely this sense of generational 

responsibility and the imperative of reiterating its importance. We 

have to help students here now to recognize their responsibility to 

each other and to the students who will come after them. Our Core 

Curriculum, ranging widely over historical time and cultural space, 

helps teach them this sense of responsibility, helps them recognize 

that much of what they are lucky enough to take for granted has 

been earned by their predecessors' efforts, that many things that are 

valuable are constantly at risk and can easily disappear, and that 

they've got to work hard to pass along the best of what we have to 

their successors. Likewise, our alumni have to shoulder responsibil¬ 

ity for the generations coming along behind them and for this great 

university that binds everyone together from 1754 to the unchartered 

future. It's a collective responsibility. Everybody who is at Columbia 

today, whether staff, parents, alumni, students, faculty or trustees, 

has this collective responsibility for the whole, for making sure that 

we preserve the best of what is inherited while also renewing it so it 

can be better again tomorrow, and we all must be very alert to things 

that can damage it irreparably, or destroy it entirely. Losses on such a 

scale have happened before and can happen again. 

Such vigilance also is part of our responsibility to the nation and 

its future. Even though we're a private institution and a New York 

institution, we recognize we have a national responsibility to main¬ 

tain our highest standards and to keep our doors open around the 

country and increasingly around the world. If you have significant 

responsibility for one of the most prestigious academic institutions in 

the world, you have to keep constantly in mind that it has had a key 

role in history, particularly in national history, that we must maintain 

our tradition of having a great teaching faculty, that we must make 

sure student access is equitably organized, with fair processes of ad¬ 

mission and sufficient financial aid so that we keep the doors open 

to as wide a range of people as possible. Our alumni share that sense 

of intergenerational responsibility. So do our students, so do our fac¬ 

ulty and so do our staff. As I have said many times, I am enormously 

proud of the fact that during my time as dean, the percentage of our 

graduating class contributing to the senior class gift to the College 

has risen from less than 20 percent to more than 85 percent. And I 

have regularly been deeply grateful for the commitment of our fac¬ 

ulty and the generosity of our alumni and parents. We are all links in 

Quigley with 2006 winners of the Mark Van Doren 
and Lionel Trilling Awards: Professor of History 
Elizabeth Biackmar and the Julian Clarence Levi 
Professor in the Humanities Andrew Delbanco. 

PHOTO: MASHA VOLYNSKY '06 

MARCH/APRIL 2009 



Q&A PART II: DEAN AUSTIN QUIGLEY COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

“Who do We decide to advnit? It is surely incontestable that 

the educational playing field is not even.” 

a chain that goes back to 1754 and we, in our time, must strive to be 

among the strongest links and deal well with the challenges of our 

era as others have dealt with the challenges of theirs. 

How do you keep the doors open to everybody? With more than 

21,000 applicants for roughly 1,000 places in the most recent 

class, and a sticker price of $50,000 a year that covers only a por¬ 

tion of a student's education, how do you preserve the diversity 

that has been a hallmark of the College for generations? 

We are very proud of our tradition of inclusiveness and of the fact that 

the College is a national leader in this key domain. Two vital policies 

apply here that are closely interrelated: need-blind admissions and 

full-need financial aid, but there also is essential recruitment activ¬ 

ity that helps supply the applicant pool. Without full-need financial 

aid, need-blind admissions is, of course, ineffective because you'd be 

admitting people who can't afford to come. So it's very important 

that full-need financial aid actually be full- 

need, that it makes the College affordable 

for everyone we admit. We've just raised 

significantly the quality of our financial 

aid packages because, while we techni¬ 

cally were providing full-need financial 

aid for our students, we weren't actually. 

Requiring students to be responsible for 

$20,000 worth of loans when they gradu¬ 

ated was not truly providing a full-need 

financial aid package. By replacing loans 

with grants and reducing many parental 

contributions we feel that we have rees¬ 

tablished that for now, but financial aid 

costs always rise faster than the revenues 

that fund them, so, going forward, we rely 

heavily on fundraising to help us keep up with student needs. 

Recruitment activity also matters a lot. Given the disparities of 

wealth and educational experience and opportunity of young people 

around the nation and around the world today, it isn't enough just to 

hang up a shingle that says we have need-blind admissions here at 

Columbia, so apply. Too many will read that and fail to fully grasp 

what it implies. Not enough will fully understand the opportunity 

that an education at Columbia represents. A tremendous amount of 

work needs to be done in terms of admissions outreach if we are re¬ 

ally to make the opportunities of a Columbia education available to 

all. That is why we build information and recruitment pipelines. We 

send our admissions staff to high schools around the world and try 

to build relationships that will channel a broad spectrum of students 

toward us. We try to educate people not just in the schools but also in 

the local communities, in not-for-profit upward-bound organizations, 

about all that a Columbia College education provides, and about our 

history of inclusiveness, so that people will reach out on our behalf to 

students who might not think of applying to Columbia. We also use 

our students, faculty and alumni to recruit for us across the country 

and around the world. The inclusiveness of which we are so proud 

requires a tremendous amount of outreach, of marketing the institu¬ 

tion to people who are not always easy to reach. Only if we have an 

inclusive applicant pool can we have an inclusive class. 

Who do we decide to admit? It is surely incontestable that the 

educational playing field is not even, that people with equal talents 

bom into different environments will come out of high school with 

different academic records. Admissions has to factor that in, to scru¬ 

tinize the evidence of promise of future achievement, to know when 

that promise is or is not sufficiently predicted by the simplest com¬ 

mon measures of grade point averages and SAT scores. Those scores 

are important, but they are not the only means of demonstrating 

promise for any student. We also have to take note of evidence of 

talents in a variety of other ways. Overall we look at every student 

and the promise he or she has for future development in light of the 

advantages they've enjoyed, the challenges they've confronted, the 

quantitative record they've established, the essays they write, the ac¬ 

tivities they've been involved in, the references they provide and so 

on. In the context of all that, we ultimately try to make a measured 

judgment about the students promise for future achievement, for 

what they will make of what Columbia has to offer and for what 

they will bring to Columbia. 

Everyone understands the value of di¬ 

versity to a student body; everyone gains 

from being educated in an inclusive en¬ 

vironment; but the process has to be fair 

and inclusiveness has to be achieved not 

imposed. Columbia has long recognized 

that its distinctive excellence derives in 

part from inclusiveness achieved in this 

way, from the range of strong voices 

brought to bear on academic inquiry and 

social exchange. In that sense, everyone 

benefits from our investment in financial 

aid, whether they are aid recipients or 

not. We have long had one of the most in¬ 

clusive student bodies among our peers, 

but we have to keep investing if we are 

to keep it working well. It is vital that we help expand the national 

pool of underrepresented constituencies and not just compete with 

our peers for those already in those pools. 

Columbia College students are known as active, involved stu¬ 

dents who think for themselves and readily voice their opin¬ 

ions. You seem to enjoy interacting with students, and judging 

from the reception you get at events such as the Senior Dinner 

or Class Day, the students enjoy this interaction as well. Please 

talk about this aspect of the job. 

Though you're dean of a college of 4,000 students, your work with 

students is always one at a time. You shouldn't be in a job like this un¬ 

less you find young people really interesting... in fact, unless you find 

people in general really interesting. Interacting with college students is 

a privilege, a challenge and a joy not least because Columbia students 

traditionally tend to have independent views and very strong opin¬ 

ions. If s not going to get you very far if you enter conversations with 

your mind already made up. A conversation really does need to be a 

genuine exchange. That doesn't mean that every time you talk to a 

student you are going to change your mind on something, but it does 

mean that you have to be open to changing your mind, that you are 

ready to be influenced by a better argument than the one you began 

with. That respect for students and their views is essential in dealing 
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with young people, and it isn't something you 

can readily manufacture or adopt as a pose or 

i deploy as a strategy for conversing with stu¬ 

dents. They'll see right through it. You really 

! do have to be genuinely interested in what 

they have to say, to have the readiness to dis¬ 

agree when you feel there is something they 

need to hear, but also to have the willingness 

to listen attentively when they disagree with 

you, to understand that, besides being deeply 

‘ engaged with the world you share with them, 

they are preparing themselves for a world in 

the future that they will shape together long 

after you are gone. 

I've talked about the intergenerational 

community. As part of the exchange across 

generations, faculty all understand that a 

mutual respect has to be established. If you're 

[ a member of one of the older groups, for ex- 

| ample, you have a duty to think long and 

hard about how best to help young people 

respond to issues that you have encountered 

before, but they may be encountering for the 

first time, recognizing that students' less tu¬ 

tored responses have their own viability and 

vitality. We all have values and beliefs and 

I convictions, and we don't hold them lightly. 

But the world keeps changing and moving along, and the world that 

young people are growing up into is going to be their world, and 

they have a right to define it eventually on their terms. We must, of 

course, make sure that, as students are exercising their right to take 

increasing responsibility for their own future, they are very well in¬ 

formed about what people have learned before them. But in the last 

analysis, it's going to be their world, and you need to be listening 

very carefully and making sure that you try to move with them to 

wherever that future is going to be. For all of us, being ignorant of the 

past is a serious disadvantage. But being governed solely by it is a 

serious misjudgment. Making sure we are in a position to be guided 

but not governed by the past is essential if we are to bring about a 

better future, and that is what grounds our intellectual relationship 

with our students, along with the respect and admiration they so 

regularly earn. 

Can you go back to the tragedy of 9-11 for a moment, and de¬ 

scribe the way the College and its students responded? 

It was a day none of us will ever forget. For young people aged 18-22, 

it was, for most of them, the first shock on such a scale that they had 

ever encountered. Some had certainly had some tough experiences, 

but this was an unprecedented occurrence. As events unfolded, it 

was difficult for all of us on campus to understand precisely what 

the parameters were of what was happening. I recall early morning 

discussions about how many planes were still in the air that might 

be threats of the kind that had already materialized. The estimates 

ran quite high as the FAA directed all planes to land and alarmingly 

not dll responded immediately; we had no clear idea of the scope of 

the remaining threats and some of the information was very wor¬ 

rying. All of us were struggling to get some 

sense of how big the challenge was that we 

were facing, even as the first parts of it tragi¬ 

cally became very, very clear. 

Your mind travels to unexpected places 

at times of crisis, and a phrase that kept 

coming to my mind was one T.S. Eliot used 

during the Second World War. In Four Quar¬ 

tets he describes sitting in a small chapel just 

outside of London while German bombers 

are flying overhead, and he realizes he and 

his generation are on the front line of his¬ 

torical events of great magnitude. "History 

is now and England" he wrote, and he was 

right. On 9-11 it was quickly clear to all of 

us that history was now and New York, that 

we were right there on the cutting edge, and 

that it was a sad and scary place to be. Major 

tragedies were unfolding around us, fighter 

planes were screaming overhead, smoke 

was streaming into the blue sky at the far 

end of the island and emergency vehicles 

were racing down the West Side Highway 

with sirens going full blast. 

The most impressive thing among the stu¬ 

dents was watching how quickly the shock 

that initially brought them to tears and made 

them seek comfort in and offer comfort to each other was replaced by 

an urgent desire to be part of the solution. It was really quite remark¬ 

able how fast so many moved from one to the other, to trying to be 

part of some kind of solution, to get involved, to travel down to the 

tip of Manhattan, to give blood, take supplies. It was also impressive 

how rapidly the students who had come to terms with the shock, the 

surprise, the fear and the insecurity turned to help the others who 

hadn't gotten there yet. Faculty and staff quickly arranged student 

meetings of many kinds to share information and reassurance. 

We wanted very much to make sure that connections were made 

with anxious families as rapidly as possible. The University reversed 

the switchboard so calls could only go out, but in much greater vol¬ 

ume, and we made sure that students who hadn't called their parents 

yet made those calls and got in touch with their families as rapidly as 

possible. We also sent out information announcements to parents as 

quickly as we could in a situation rapidly unfolding around'us. 

I spent a fair amount of my time out on South Field. It just seemed 

important to be available, so I had lots of informal conversations 

with students that day. We also had a lot of meetings with staff and 

made sure that every residence hall had a staff/student meeting 

and that counseling was available where needed. The then-dean 

of the Engineering School, Zvi Galil, and I consulted about where 

we should best be, who would be here and who would be there, so 

that we could be widely available to talk about anything. We both 

participated in University-wide meetings with the president to share 

information, make contingency plans and weigh some big decisions 

about how the institution would deal with the situation. 

By the end of the day, it was becoming clear that the students' 

desire to engage in volunteer work would have to come to terms 

with the growing recognition that there weren't going to be many 

Sports fan Quigley enjoys a basketball game 
with the student band. 
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Robert Berne '60 (left) and Quigley chat in Low 
Library with class president Charles Leykum '99. 
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injured survivors they could help. It was 

a kind of aftershock at the end of the day 

and again into the second and third days, 

when we realized that, despite all the ef¬ 

fort and desire, there was little any rescue 

operation could do. That was very, very 

difficult to deal with. It took away vital 

degrees of hope and a lot of the capacity 

to fight back. The students, increasingly 

unable to turn outward and be useful, 

turned inward and talked to each other. 

That was a heartbreaking period. 

The University had some very tough 

discussions to make internally, one of 

which was whether we would resume 

classes. Respect for the dead and dying 

said no, but the television networks could never get enough of re¬ 

running the collapse of the World Trade Center buildings. So we 

made a decision very early on to resume classes, and that generat¬ 

ed some controversy. But once it became clear that there was noth¬ 

ing that could be done on a volunteer basis, we felt it was very im¬ 

portant that students not just sit and be transfixed by those endless 

reruns of collapsing crowded buildings. We tried to have a transi¬ 

tion period that involved resuming classes with some degree of 

informality, continuing with faculty/staff/student conversations 

in the dorms, encouraging students to attend meetings to talk with 

each other, and for those students who were most upset, to make 

sure that they knew where counseling was available. And we con¬ 

tinued the outreach to parents as well, to keep them informed of 

what we were doing. 

You could not but be proud of those devastated students, 

whose courage still brings tears to my eyes. You have to remem¬ 

ber they all knew that New York was in the front line. They were 

still struggling to come to terms with what had happened, but 

deep inside they were braced for the next attack. As I said earlier, 

you shouldn't be in this kind of job if you don't have enormous 

respect for the next generation coming through and an enormous 

amount of interest in what they will bring to the world as they 

grow up. Young people at their best are problem-solvers, opti¬ 

mists and idealists — that's why they are so important to us. They 

renew our hope in the world through their conviction that there's 

no problem that can't be solved when you're 18-22 and all your 

life stretches out ahead of you. You couldn't but see how pain¬ 

ful it was for them to adjust to the recognition that something 

irrevocable had happened that no one could ever fix, that for the 

hundreds of bereaved families there were no solutions, and that 

there was nothing they or anyone else could do. 

During those days and thereafter, as The New York Times ran its 

endless obituaries, the students learned how to share shock and sad¬ 

ness, where to find the strength to deal with irremediable loss, what 

bravery and heroism ordinary people, particularly the firemen and 

policemen, are capable of, how to grieve for people whom you don't 

actually know, what it really means to be part of a New York City 

community and a national community, that somehow the dead you 

didn't know were one of us and that we were one with them. And 

saddest of all, there were the dead we did know, including many 

members of the extended Columbia family. 

It's a moment that I'm sure none of us 

will forget, but I came out of it not only 

filled with sadness but also marveling at 

the resilience of young people growing 

up so rapidly in a world so suddenly 

transformed. 

As dean I was also proud of the fact 

that nobody left. It isn't hard to understand 

why some parents and some students 

would contemplate transferring to some 

other school because New York City was 

clearly a major target—not the only target, 

but dearly a prime target. There was much 

in the media about terrorists targeting 

symbolic buildings, and some feared that 

might even indude Columbia itself. I was 

enormously proud of the fad that collectively students and parents 

alike resolved to stay put, that they dedded it was right to accept an 

unquantifiable risk, that standing firm was one way of fighting back. 

Moving forward, while we had had a record number of applica¬ 

tions every year that I had been dean, none of us knew what would 

happen the following year. Would a generation of young people, or 

their parents, decide that an education in New York was too risky? 

It was very interesting, and encouraging, to see that applications 

set another record that year, and every year since. 

If you were given a couple of moments to brief your successor 

on this job. Dean of the College, what would you say? 

As I mentioned earlier, no one should think of this as just a job. Be¬ 

ing Dean of the College really is a mission. It means that you have 

responsibility for the future of an institution that goes back to 1754. 

A tremendous number of people through the centuries and the 

generations have put their energies and their efforts into creating 

and sustaining an educational institution for young people with 

its own unique and irreplaceable character. You have to accept the 

role knowing how serious and how extensive the responsibilities 

are. But you can't approach it with the attitude that you will simply 

be a custodian and mind the store; the College has to get better all 

the time. That7s the responsibility you have to all those people who 

came before you and to all those people who are here right now 

and to all those people who will come after you. The College must 

be in better shape when you leave than when you began. 

As I said before, there is no sense in which you can become dean 

thinking, "This is going to be good for my career" or "I will look so 

good being dean of such a prestigious college." That's a clear route 

to failure. You've really got to feel the pulse of history here and see 

yourself as part of that history to do this work well. That will con¬ 

nect you appropriately to the future as well. The young people who 

come here are creating the social and professional fabric of the fu¬ 

ture, and the College has to do all it can to make sure that they define 

it well and shape it well, and that they leave here with their idealism 

intact, their energies in place and their talents honed so their per¬ 

sonal, social and professional lives are the best that they can possibly 

be. You are dealing with the education of the most inclusive student 

body among our peers and one of the most talented, and you have 

to make sure that the curriculum, the teaching, the residential life 

A candlelight vigil took place on campus soon after 
the events of 9-11. 
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“As OUr peer schools have financial resources that far exceed ours, 

you have to figure out on a daily basis how to do more with less.” 

resources and the neighborhood, city and study abroad programs 

are all functioning as well as they can for every student. 

You've really got to want to do this for other people, not for 

yourself, for the students whose lives you will touch and for all 

those whose lives these students will touch. The hours are going to 

be inordinately long. The stakes are very high in just about every 

conversation you have every day. When you are in a leadership 

position, it matters enormously how you speak and how you listen 

to everyone, how you offer respect and encouragement, how you 

articulate and exemplify values. You have to be an advocate for the 

College, the Arts and Sciences and the University, and you have to 

live with a constantly high level of risk of many kinds. As our peer 

schools have financial resources that far exceed ours, you have to 

figure out on a daily basis how to do more with less, and how to 

strengthen constantly the alumni relations and development op¬ 

erations. Given that the responsibilities and challenges are so great, 

you must be able to surround yourself with a staff that is just as 

committed and fully accepts that this is a mission and not just a 

job. Opportunities have to be created and seized, but for you to 

succeed, the staff must succeed, and for that to happen, you have to 

establish relationships in which they feel welcome to tell you what 

you least want to hear. It is your responsibility to make sure they 

all recognize not only how high the stakes are but also the acute 

sense of privilege that comes with working together in this very 

special undergraduate college within a path-breaking research in¬ 

stitution that is widely recognized as one of the finest universities 

in the world. I wouldn't want to say I have always been as success¬ 

ful at doing all these things as I would wish, but this is what I was 

always trying to do. And I am delighted that, in Michele Moody- 

Adams, my just announced successor as dean, we have found 

someone whose highly successful career with undergraduates at 

Cornell has been informed by many of these principles. 

Here's another way of approaching that question: What single 

quality or attribute is most important to succeeding in this role? 

I come at Columbia leadership from two different angles. One is to 

remind you of something I said earlier about the difference between 

Vice-chair of the university Board of Trustees Philip Milstein '71 and his 
wife, Cheryl Milstein '81 Barnard, congratulate Quigley at the 2008 Alex¬ 
ander Hamilton Award Dinner. 
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power and authority. Leadership has to do with earning author¬ 

ity, so that other people will lead with you. You can't do this job by 

yourself, so you have to earn the authority to lead. More specifically, 

you have to learn how to lead successfully at Columbia, and that is a 

story unto itself, with more routes toward failure than many people 

realize. This is very much a New York institution, and it finds people 

out very quickly. I have been at Columbia for 20 years and have had 

ample opportunity to see who succeeds and who fails. Columbia 

is not a place for administrators with pretensions, for people who 

take themselves more seriously than the institution, who think that 

rank establishes authority, who imagine themselves to be the smart¬ 

est person in the room, who lack the humility to learn from other 

people's special expertise. This is a very tough place if you can't earn 

the respect of other Columbia professionals, whether it be faculty, 

staff or alumni. Administrators with these weaknesses tend to do 

more harm than they realize and, sadly enough for all concerned, 

they tend to linger too long in office without being really in charge. 

The remedy for this is constant consultation with a wide spectrum of 

opinion. This is an institution characterized by diversity of opinion, 

so it works best with clearly defined consultative processes. Despite 

their good intentions, those whose sense of governance is more nar¬ 

rowly defined steadily lose touch as leaders with those they are sup¬ 

posed to be leading, often with considerable cost to the morale of 

their constituencies and colleagues. 
The other angle is a related one and is captured in another 

phrase that I use when I talk about our Core Curriculum, and 

that is, if we teach it right, tradition is an instrument of continuity 

and an engine of change. That sets the scene both for successful 

Columbia administrators and for the success of the curriculum. 

Those seem to me to be two related pieces: the kind of historical¬ 

ly informed consultative leadership that will succeed at Columbia 

and the kind of dialogical education that launches students into the 

future with (as Goethe phrased it) both roots and wings. Goethe's 

phrase is reflected in a composite image of Columbia that bears 

directly on the Columbia community and the kind of leadership I 

believe it requires. For many who see Columbia from afar, there are 

two apparently competing pictures. One is exemplified most clearly 

by images of the conflicts of 1968; if you come to an Ivy League col- 

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg joined Quigley and other Col¬ 
umbia officials on stage in Low Library to thank John Kluge '37 for his 
historic $400 million gift to Columbia. 
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“I don’t want to overstate my talents, but i was a successful striker, 

and they are a special breed, as everyone connected to the sport will tell you.” 

lege in New York City, you should expect 

to be on the cutting edge of social debate 

and progressive thinking about what so¬ 

ciety ought to be doing better, and how 

we can make the future better than the 

past. If the first picture is contemporary, 

the second is historical and exemplified 

in the syllabi of our signature Core Cur¬ 

riculum, which insists that all students 

study a tremendous amount of material 

that goes back hundreds and thousands 

of years. Either one of those two images 

would give you a very different sense of 

what Columbia is basically about. Is this 

an institution at the very cutting edge of intellectual inquiry and 

social progress, or is it a historically focused institution intent on 

preserving the past, its great books and influential ideas? In fact, 

the College combines those two things, these imperatives from the 

past and these demands of engagement with the present and fu¬ 

ture, producing our own brand of independent thinkers. 

We tend to attract instinctively independent thinkers, but we grad¬ 

uate informed independent thinkers whose views about the present 

and future have been tempered by wide-ranging reading and inten¬ 

sive debate, both inside the classroom and outside. The voices of our 

graduates are typically hybrid voices, strong individual voices deeply 

inflected by the voices of the other strong voices with which they have 

engaged in the library, in the residence halls, in the laboratories, class¬ 

rooms and studios, and in the city. It is Columbia's ability insistently 

to relate past and present by having the present engage with the past 

and the past inhabit the present that makes the collaborative inquiry of 

a Columbia education so challenging on the one hand and so reward¬ 

ing on the other. And it is this collaborative interweaving of strong in¬ 

dependent voices that defines the character of successful institutional 

renewal and successful institutional leadership. 

What is one thing about yourself that our readers don't know? 

What might surprise them? 

(Laughs) I wonder how much people know about my athletic 

past. It7 s difficult for me in retrospect to come to terms with how 

much of my early life I committed to playing soccer. I think I de¬ 

voted almost my entire youth to acquir¬ 

ing skills on the soccer field, and I really 

mean almost my entire youth. Certainly 

until my early 20s it was the single most 

important thing I did every day. This was 

in part because I loved the sport but also 

because there weren't many opportuni¬ 

ties of any kind for young people in the 

north of England at that time, and you 

had to make your way as best you could. 

I played at lots of levels but the best was 

in my late teens, when I was picked up 

by now Premier League club Newcastle 

United, which runs a junior team for 

teenagers who might be able to move 

up through the ranks to the professional 

team. It was such a big moment when 

my father first dropped me off at the fa¬ 

mous stadium; it seemed as if the Earth 

moved, and I could hardly believe what 

was happening as I mingled with players 

I had admired from afar. Several of my 

teammates went on to successful soccer 

careers and a couple went on to become 

marquee names, but when my father 

died suddenly and my family life took 

a painful turn for the worse, I felt I had 

to redirect my energies quite radically. 

I decided, in not entirely propitious cir¬ 

cumstances, that I would seek a college 

education, which was not widely available in that part of the world 

at that time, so getting there was quite a challenge in itself. How¬ 

ever, I continued to play for my university and also for the county 

where it was located (Nottingham). I don't want to overstate my 

talents, but I was a successful striker, and they are a special breed, 

as everyone connected to the sport will tell you. 

Fortunately, there are things about being a really serious athlete 

that inform much of whatever else you do for the rest of your life. 

And this is, of course, why athletic programs play their own distinc¬ 

tive role in college life. There is the sheer intensity of focus on what 

you're doing at any one moment that serious athletes acquire, just 

being 100 percent in the moment, in the zone, to the exclusion of 

anything else. Ws almost a religious intensity that you train your¬ 

self to develop, a level of intense concentration, so that your reaction 

time is the best it can be. What goes along with that relates to how 

you respond to challenges. When the challenge increases, so instinc¬ 

tively does your determination. But not just in direct proportion; if 

the challenge goes up saylO percent, the determination goes up 20; if 

the challenge goes up 20 percent, the determination goes up 40, and 

so on to a level I sometime wince to recall in retrospect. 

So first there's an intensity of focus and a level of determi¬ 

nation that become instinctive and transfer to lots of situations 

thereafter. And then, of course, soccer is a team sport, and the 

more successful you are in a team operation, the more you un¬ 

derstand that a team, like a chain, is only as strong as its weakest 

link. Everybody works to build up the strengths of the weakest 

player as well as those of everyone else. It's not about show¬ 

ing yourself off or seeking star status, 

it's about the maximum you can get out 

of the 11 people who happen to have 

assembled. Teamwork and collabora¬ 

tion, along with shared determination 

and intensity, make a quite heady mix. 

When a good team clicks, it is like being 

part of a force of nature where design 

and chance blur together to generate 

quite magically something that far ex¬ 

ceeds the sum of its parts. 

So, in response to your question, there 

are two things: how much time I put into 

soccer in my youth, but also the impact 

of that experience on the rest of my life, 

how much it has influenced me for the 

Men's basketball coach Joe Jones (left) and player K.J. 
Matsui '09 with Quigley in Lerner Hall. 
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President Lee C. Bollinger and Quigley joined the fam¬ 
ily of the late Rev. Dr. M. Moran Weston II '30, the uni¬ 
versity's first African-American trustee, in 2003 for the 
dedication of Weston Plaza. 
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"We all feel very proud that 2009has seen America’s first African-American 

President and Attorney General, and that they are both graduates of the College. ” 

rest of my days in ways I never would 

have anticipated. 

Something that's not so visible is how 

much of my time I still devote to this sport 

that I know wonderfully well, the way 

some Americans know every move in 

baseball. One advantage of being a baseball 

spectator, it seems to me, is that people have 

managed to supplement the game with in¬ 

formative and illuminating statistics. Soccer 

is much too fluid to be so readily a statistics 

sport, so you rely even more on internalized 

pictures of exemplary moves, tactics, forma¬ 

tions you have seen deployed. If you watch 

the game with those in your mind, you see 

the game very differently from people who watch it from afar. It still 

is a very involving activity for me — give me 20 seconds of a soccer 

game and I'm off to another world. It is a wonderfully therapeutic 

involvement for me, and it provides an immediate release from each 

day's pressures, problems, challenges and crises. A love of sports in 

general, and of soccer in particular, is also something I share with my 

wife and children. Few things give me more pleasure than watching 

my daughters play on local soccer teams. 

So, what's next for Austin Quigley, for the rest of this academic 

year, and especially after July 1? 

Well, what matters most will be spending more time with my fam¬ 

ily. This is a very demanding public role involving evening and 

weekend events and a lot of travel, so I welcome the opportunity 

to catch up on family time. When I began as dean, my now-teen¬ 

age daughters, Caroline and Catherine, were aged 3 and 1, so their 

childhood years have been interwoven with the life of Columbia. 

I was so pleased at the Hamilton Dinner when people thanked 

my family as well as me for what we have contributed together. 

My wife, Pat, and I also are professional partners, and she and I 

have taken an active role together in the institutional life of Barnard 

and Columbia. Going forward, I know we will continue to enjoy 

the many friendships that we have developed during my time as 

dean, with alumni, students, parents, faculty, staff and trustees. 

There are a couple of projects that I still want to see completed in 

the College, and these have to do with the 

upgrading of advising and career services. 

We have well-advanced plans that we've 

been developing for the last couple of years, 

thinking through what we could do differ¬ 

ently and better, and we intend this to be 

the implementation year. I am continuing 

to work very hard on that. It means rais¬ 

ing a fair amount of money, and it involves 

some use of a central space in Lemer Hall. I 

was deeply honored at the recent Alexander 

Hamilton Award Dinner when some of our 

key alumni launched a $50 million endow¬ 

ment goal in my name to bring this project 

to fruition. That's the single biggest initiative 

for this year. 

We must also monitor the impact of the 

major new investments that we made last 

fall in financial aid. It's very, very important 

that we stay on top of how that plays out 

and that we fine tune the initiative where 

needed. The current widespread financial 

crisis makes this even more imperative. In 

the face of major competition from our peers 

in upgrading financial aid, I was delighted 

that our applications went up another 11 

percent this year — a remarkable increase 

after so many preceding years of increases. 

After this year. I'm not so sure. I don't 

think many people set off with a career goal 

of becoming dean of an Ivy League college. 

An opportunity presents itself, and you decide whether or not you're 

going to take it. It is a swerve away from the faculty career track that 

you are on, but it's very important that deans be academic admin¬ 

istrators and not just professional administrators. The University 

depends heavily upon academic leaders who are willing to spend 

a period of time in administration. For the College in particular it is 

vital that it be guided by widely informed educational convictions, 

that it has a strong educational advocate at the helm. 

Initially I will combine teaching with working as special adviser 

to the president on undergraduate education, but I'll gradually be 

going back to what I was doing before as a faculty member, which 

is research and teaching related to that research. I will continue my 

research in drama and theater, renew my involvement in programs 

around the College, including the Core, and participate even more 

broadly in University programs in the arts. Education in a research 

university is a very heady mix. You are surrounded by faculty 

who are simultaneously teachers and researchers, who are on the 

cutting edge of their fields. And you are also working with an ex¬ 

traordinarily gifted, accomplished and inclusive student popula¬ 

tion and investing a lot of yourself in the future world they will 

create. What great universities do at their very, very best is to bring 

education and research fruitfully together, and Columbia brings its 

own special character to that project, and I intend to stay closely 

involved with that. 
We all feel very proud that 2009 has seen America's first African- 

American President and Attorney General, and that they are both 

graduates of Columbia College. No one who 

knows the history of this college thinks this 

is just a matter of chance. There are special 

periods in the lives of institutions as there are 

of cities and countries, and this is a special 

Columbia moment. With a long tradition 

of indusiveness and recent renewal of our 

distinctive forms of excellence, Columbia 

College is set to play an even greater role on 

the national and global stage. It has been an 

honor and a privilege for me to serve for 14 

years as its dean. This has been a time when 

a lot of people recommitted themselves to 

Columbia, and I will never forget those who 

have shared with me this memorable period 

in the history of the College. Q 

College student body president George Krebs '09 
congratulates President-elect Barack Obama '83 on 
Election Night in Chicago. 
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Quigley looks forward to spending more time with 
his family — wife Patricia Denison and daughters 
Catherine (left) and Caroline — when he steps 
down as dean. 
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By Amy Perkel Madsen '89 

NAACP’s youngest president leads volunteer army 

for social change into its second century 
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY BENJAMIN JEALOUS '94 

enjamin Jealous '94 is steeped in the 

history of the Civil and Human Rights 

movements. He grew up surrounded 

by black leaders, witnessed firsthand 

how racism could tear apart a family 

and put his Columbia education on 

the line to fight for his beliefs. Now, 

he is making history as the youngest 

president of the National Associa¬ 

tion for the Advancement of Colored 

People (he turned 36 on January 18), 

tasked with bringing the organization 

into a new era at the same time that the United States elected its 

first African-American president. 

During the NAACP's 14-month search for a new execu¬ 

tive, Jealous, an experienced civil and human rights activist, 

emerged as the favorite of Chairman Julian Bond. His resume 

contrasted sharply with outgoing president Bruce Gordon, a 

former telecom executive who wanted the organization to focus 

on social services. The board believed the organization should 

continue fighting discrimination through the justice system, a 

long-term focus of the NAACP, which marked its 100th anni¬ 

versary on February 12. [Editor's note: Jealous will be honored on 

Tuesday, March 10, along with four other College alumni, with a John 

Jay Award for distinguished professional achievement. See "Around 

the Quads."] 

Jealous always has been known as a fighter who comes out on 

top — he was suspended from Columbia for his part in a political 

protest but returned to school to win a Rhodes Scholarship. In Sep¬ 

tember 2008, he beat out 200 candidates, including finalists Rev. 

Frederick D. Haynes HI, the senior pastor of a Dallas mega-church, 

and Alvin Brown, a former White House official and member of the 

Hillary Clinton Presidential campaign, to become the leader of the 

NAACP, which Jealous calls "a volunteer army for social change." 

A fifth-generation member who was an intern with the 

NAACP's Legal Defense Fund while a college student. Jealous 

says the organization "has the most successful track record of 

transforming this country consistently throughout the 20th and 

now the 21st century." He plans to focus the NAACP's resources 

on legislative issues, including education disparities, criminal 

justice, the home mortgage crisis, racial profiling and health¬ 

care. He also wants to aggressively expand its base of 275,000 

dues-paying members and 375,000 e-associates, a new category 

for those who engage online. 

Although his goals seem lofty. Jealous has spent much of his 

time making sweeping improvements to nonprofit organizations 

around the country. Prior to joining the NAACP, 

he worked at the Rosenberg Foundation, a 

70-year-old grant-making institution focused 

on economic inclusion and human rights for 

Californians, where he redesigned the grants 

program, making space for new investments 

in criminal justice reform. Previously, in his role 

as director of the U.S. Human Rights Program 

for Amnesty International, Jealous focused on 

ending racial and religious profiling, sentencing 

juveniles to life without the possibility of parole, 

and prison rape. Before that, he was executive 

director of the National Newspaper Publishers 

Association, a federation of more than 200 black 

community newspapers, and managing editor 

of the Jackson (Miss.) Advocate. 

While the NAACP is the most recognized and most 

popular civil rights group in the country, the organi¬ 

zation recently has faced setbacks. In mid-2007, under 

the leadership of an interim president following Gordon's depar¬ 

ture, the NAACP faced budget shortfalls. To save money, it an¬ 

nounced plans to cut headquarters staff by nearly 50 people to 70 

and temporarily close seven regional offices. It also was without 

a development officer. 

Wade Henderson, president of the Leadership Conference on 

Civil Rights and a member of the NAACP presidential selection 

committee, says, "It seemed especially appropriate to look for 

someone who is capable of respecting the cherished traditions 

of the organization but who is prepared to put them in a new 

light to bring new energy and new vision to an organization very 

much in need of recasting itself for the challenges ahead." 

Jealous' most immediate tasks are to rebuild the staff and 

funding base and build up the communications infrastructure, in¬ 

cluding online. He started accomplishing these goals before even 

taking office, spending last summer raising $4.5 million in grants 

and donations — 20 percent of the NAACP's annual budget. 

"I wanted to make sure we came in with resources to really hit 

the ground running," he says. 

In his first weeks in office, which coincided with the run-up to 

the 2008 Presidential campaign that saw the country elect Barack 

Obama '83 as its first African-American President, Jealous launched 

the NAACP's seminal online voter registration drive. The "Upload 

to Lift" program registered more than 25,000 voters in less than 

two weeks. The NAACP also gathered 20,000 cell phone numbers 

from the program with the intent of creating a group of advocates 

who can be quickly mobilized for future action. 

A communications infrastructure will help Jealous build con¬ 

sensus around the most pressing problems facing the country 

and people of color, and allow him to reach more busy profes¬ 

sionals and parents. He wants to encourage their contributions 

of time and ideas in ways that are quick and convenient. He also 

wants to introduce an online system for filing complaints so the 

NAACP can convert the tens of thousands of complaints received 

each year into action and hold local, state and federal govern¬ 

ment agencies and employers accountable. 

Jealous has brought with him a team of experienced civil and 

human rights advocates, many of whom have worked for the 

NAACP and allied organizations. They include Monique Mor¬ 

ris '94, former head of the Discrimination Research Center at 

UC Berkeley; Steve Hawkins, former litigator for the NAACP 

Legal Defense Fund, whom Jealous credits with rebuilding the 

anti-death penalty movement in this country; Roger Vann, a for¬ 

mer head of the Connecticut ACLU who also 

has held leadership roles with the NAACP 

at the state and national levels; and Maxim 

Thorne, who has served as a nonprofit senior 

executive, fundraiser, attorney and activist. 

With a new staff and funding base. Jealous 

expects to rebuild NAACP programs and get 

the organization back to a place where it is ca¬ 

pable of winning what he calls big victories. 

"No one can deny that we are more responsi¬ 

ble than any group in this country for the pos¬ 

sibility, not for the candidate in the campaign, 

but for the possibility, that a black person can 

run a real race to be President of the United 

States," Jealous said last fall, when first inter¬ 

viewed for this article. 

Jealous says the NAACP 

will fight for healthcare 

for all, an end to predatory 

lending practices, rebuild¬ 

ing a mortgage system 

that people have faith in, 

and reviewing and revising 

the NAACP’s systems for 

monitoring employers that 

are and remain exclusive. 
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Founded on February 12, 1909 (the 100th anniversary of 

Abraham Lincoln's birth) with the charter to outlaw lynch¬ 

ing, the NAACP has focused since 1960 on desegregating 

civic and political life. Jealous noted the proximity of Obama's 

Presidential inauguration to the association's 100th anniversary 

and says, "We can't help but feel that timing is a bit providential 

and the culmination of a century of good work." 

Jealous' principal focus, which he believes may take a few de¬ 

cades, is to ensure each child in this country goes to a good school 

and gets a good education. "Our biggest victory of the 20th cen¬ 

tury is also our biggest shortcoming," Jealous says. "Brown v. 

Board of Education succeeded in making it possible for every child 

to go to the same school, but it is still not possible for every child 

to be able to go to a good school." He calls this the difference be¬ 

tween a civil right and human right. 

Jealous makes a connection between inferior schools and ex¬ 

treme uses of discipline. He mentions the presence of police on San 

Francisco public school campuses. (Armed police officers on pub¬ 

lic middle and high school campuses are funded through federal 

grants offered to large metropolitan areas.) Infractions that used to 

be settled by the principal. Jealous says, now 

are settled at the precinct. He says acts of defi¬ 

ance, including violating the school dress code, 

are among the largest categories of infractions. 

"School discipline is the most difficult 

manifestation of what is a fundamental differ¬ 

ence in the quality of treatment in education 

that most black children receive in this coun¬ 

try compared to most white children," Jeal¬ 

ous says. He goes on to cite cases he worked 

on in his role as director of the U.S. Domestic 

Human Rights Program for Amnesty Interna¬ 

tional. Five years ago in Florida, a 6-year-old 

schoolgirl received a shock from a TASER for 

"throwing a tantrum." In 2005 in Paris, Texas, a 13-year-old girl 

got a seven-year sentence for pushing a hall monitor. 

"You look at the schools that have these extreme uses of school 

discipline, either in form or frequency, [and learn] they also tend to 

be schools in school districts with real quality problems," Jealous 

says. "That's a symptom of a much bigger crisis in our schools, and 

in how we even think about the task of training and educating chil¬ 

dren. At the core of this is my concern about children and families." 

As head of the NAACP, Jealous plans to document the problem, 

draw media attention to it and work toward rectifying it. 

He also finds fault with the No Child Left Behind Act, citing 

an increase in the rate of black children not graduating from high 

school. He attributes this to the addition of more testing require¬ 

ments across the country without the allocation of funds needed 

to ensure success. 

In addition to striving for better schools. Jealous will fight 

for what he calls a fair and equitable criminal justice system, an 

area he has brought to the forefront in prior roles. He cites past 

successes involving NAACP support including passage of the 

anti-racial profiling act and ending the disparity in sentencing for 

crack cocaine versus powdered cocaine possession. (Sentencing 

rules equate one gram of crack cocaine to 100 grams of powdered 

cocaine; significantly more blacks are incarcerated for crack co¬ 

caine use than powdered cocaine, according to 2006 data from the 

U.S. Sentencing Commission.) 

Jealous aims to build up the NAACP's capacity to further en¬ 

gage states and counties in reforming the criminal justice system. 

"This country has gone from a national crisis symbolized by de¬ 

segregation of black people to a national crisis symbolized by the 

mass incarceration of black people," Jealous says. "In addition to 

ending the school-to-prison pipeline by improving schools and 

education in this country, we need to deal with the criminal jus¬ 

tice system itself." 

Part of Jealous' motivation for accepting the NAACP job was 

his concern for his daughter's educational experience, despite 

what he calls the privileged experiences afforded Jealous and 

his wife, Lia Epperson, associate professor at Santa Clara Law 

School and director of the education law and policy group of the 

NAACP Legal Defense Fund. "As a parent, it was impossible for 

me to say no to the job," Jealous says. "On the one hand, you 

know it's really going to reduce your time with your family and 

be very difficult. But on the other hand. I'm convinced that unless 

we fight as hard in this century as we did in the last, families and 

children in this country are headed in the wrong direction ... 

"The wrong direction has led us to where we are now, where 

13,000 families have more wealth and make more money each year 

than the poorest 200 million people in our country of 300 million. 

Our country wasn't always like that, but it has become that way 

in only the past few decades. We need to start 

having a better, more equitable, more Ameri¬ 

can direction. Our goal is to make the promise 

of this country real for all families." 

To this end, the NAACP will fight for health¬ 

care for all, an end to predatory lending prac¬ 

tices, rebuilding a mortgage system that people 

have faith in, and reviewing and revising the 

NAACP's systems for monitoring employers 

that are and remain exclusive, he says. 

College friend Maurice Dyson '95, an associ¬ 

ate professor at Thomas Jefferson School of Law 

who focuses on civil rights and education policy, 

says Jealous "is not one for pomp and circum¬ 

stance. He is there to get the job done and focus on issues that affect 

real people. That's the kind of bottom line, nitty-gritty commitment 

he'll bring to the organization. Anyone who knows Ben knows that's 

the way he was in college, and when you see the trajectory of his 

career in civil rights, you know that's his orientation." 

T ealous' passion for civil rights comes from his family, which 

I for generations has fought for equality, both in the public arena 

/ and at home. His parents met while working in the civil rights 

and women's rights movements. His father, a white man, was 

disowned by his extended family for marrying a black woman, 

Jealous' mother. Interracial marriage was illegal in many states 

until a 1967 Supreme Court ruling and also went against the 

social mores of the conservative, privileged New England fam¬ 

ily from which his father came. Jealous says. As a result. Jealous 

grew up not knowing most of his father's family, which has a 

history in this country dating to 1636. 

His mother's large family, in contrast, gave him "a family to 

feel comfortable and nurtured in, and to appreciate the richness 

of family," Jealous says. Jealous' daughter, Morgan, was named 

after maternal ancestor Peter G. Morgan, who was bom a slave in 

1817 in Nottaway County, Mo., and became a free man in 1849, 

followed by his wife and children in 1850. He became a mem¬ 

ber of the first class of black statesmen in the Virginia House of 

Delegates and one of two dozen black co-signers of the Virginia 

Constitution following the Civil War. 

Jealous' maternal grandmother, Mamie Todd, whom he de¬ 

scribes as his greatest childhood influence, taught him an unusual 

Jealous spent a significant 

amount of his free time 

as a community organizer 

and student activist, roles 

that eventually led to his 

suspension from Colum¬ 

bia for organizing a protest 

during his junior year. 
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approach to bigotry — sympathy. She believed bigots had not been 

well served by their parents and told Jealous not to hate them, but to 

feel sorry for them. "That gives you a lot of control as a black child 

growing up in this culture, because it gives you an option to feel a 

strong emotion that's not hatred," Jealous says. In addition to her 

stories and outlook. Jealous' grandmother gave him exposure to one 

of the men who would send him down the path to Columbia. 

When asked if he had been hesitant about leaving 

Monterey, Calif., arguably one of the world's most beau¬ 

tiful locations, to go to college. Jealous replies, "Not at 

all." One of 42 black children in a town of 15,000, Jealous says he 

was eager to get to his new home: "I was transfixed by Manhattan, 

I was transfixed by Harlem, and I wanted to be part of both." 

Two people influenced Jealous' decision to attend Colum¬ 

bia. One was Henry Littlefield '54, '67 GSAS, his headmaster at 

the York School, a college preparatory Episcopal day school in 

Monterey where Jealous says he learned to "read and process 

copious amounts of information, read critically and write persua¬ 

sively." Little, who attended Columbia during the Depression on 

financial aid, made a strong pitch for the College. 

The other influence was Judge Robert B. Watts, a family friend 

and civil rights lawyer. Watts, who in 1961 was the first African- 

American judge appointed to the municipal court in Baltimore, 

taught Jealous how to argue and debate and cultivated his earlier 

desire to become a civil rights lawyer. "He would walk into my 

grandparents' house when I was 4, my earliest memory, and say, 

'What do you want to fight about. Jealous? Debate wifh me.' He 

was a big man and would always send tremors down my spine. 

Eventually, I just decided I wasn't going to be afraid of him, and I'd 

be ready for him. I'd be ready to debate." 

When Watts learned Jealous was deciding among several col¬ 

leges, he insisted he consider only Columbia. " 'You need to go 

find Jack Greenberg ['45, '48L], and you need to learn from him,'" 

Jealous recalls Watts saying of the noted civil rights lawyer. Dean 

of the College from 1989-93, Greenberg argued before the U.S. Su¬ 

preme Court in 40 cases, including Brown v. Board of Education in 

1954, which declared "separate but equal" unconstitutional in pub¬ 

lic schools. He also held roles with the NAACP as assistant counsel 

for the Legal Defense and Educational Fund and director-counsel 

for 35 years through 1984. "That's why I came to Columbia," Jeal¬ 

ous says. "I literally came looking for Jack." 

Once on the Columbia campus, a number of people inspired 

and mentored Jealous. A political science major, Jealous first talks 

of Professor Charles V. Ham¬ 

ilton, the WS Sayre Professor 

Emeritus of Government, and 

Carlton Long, his Contemp¬ 

orary Civilization professor — 

his first black male teachers. 

"Theytaughtpoliticalsdence, 

even political theory, in a way 

that was very relevant to the ev¬ 

eryday lives of working families 

in this country. It was really poli¬ 

tics from the bottom up. It was 

theory applied to the problems 

of everyday life, and it inspired 

me," Jealous says. He also was 

impressed by Hamilton's role 

jealous with his wife, Ua Epper- as one of the architects of David 
son, and daughter, Morgan. Dinkins' New York City may¬ 

oral campaign and his 

co-authorship of Black 

Power: The Politics of 

Liberation, a "revolu¬ 

tionary work [that] 

exposed the depths 

of systemic racism 

in this country and 

provided a radical po¬ 

litical framework for 

reform." 

Long, 26 at the 

time and just back 

from a Rhodes Schol¬ 

arship, urged Jeal¬ 

ous to apply for the 

scholarship. Along 
with Barnard adjunct associate professor of political science Ju¬ 

dith Russell, Long served as a mentor to Jealous. Jealous calls 

Russell and Long examples of teachers both inside the classroom 

0ealous took Russell's urban political sociology seminar) and 

outside who "really invested in you over years, and not just the 

duration of the course." 

A third consistent campus presence was Father Bill Starr, the 

longtime Episcopal campus minister. "Bill's office offered a par¬ 

ticular sub-culture on campus," Jealous says. "He provided a sense 

of spiritual guidance and encouragement to student activists." 

Starr says he encouraged students to "take sides, or at least 

to try to figure out what was really important to them and how 

they wanted to live their lives." He describes Jealous not only 

as a "constructive, critical voice," but also someone who "really 

showed a lot of organizing and leadership skills... I was always 

on the lookout for students like Ben, because he added a lot of 

vitality to what we were trying to do as an issue-oriented campus 

ministry that tries to connect what people are doing in their stud¬ 

ies and what they're planning to do with their lives." 

These positive relationships were juxtaposed with what Jeal¬ 

ous describes as a racially tense New York City in the early 1990s. 

"It was tough to come from a small town where everybody knew 

you to a big city where nobody did. I had racial graffiti on my 

dorm room in the first week on a poster on my wall." Another 

student reported racial slurs and feces on her dorm room door. 

A college Republican group organized a cookout next to hunger- 

striking students of color who were protesting the U.S. repa¬ 

triation policy of Haitians. Students also protested the absence 

of authors of color in the Core Curriculum, and the lack of di¬ 

verse faculty of color or an African-American studies program. 

Off campus, under the Dinkins mayoral administration, race ri¬ 

ots erupted in the Crown Heights section of Brooklyn in 1991, 

spurred by the death of an African-American boy. 

Jealous found comfort in the Black Student Organization, 

which he refers to as "always a place where people accepted you 

without even knowing your name." He later served as president 

of the group, which Dyson describes as "the umbrella organiza¬ 

tion for all student organizations in the African Diaspora, but also 

probably the most politically active organization on campus." 

Tealous spent a significant amount of his free time as a commu- 

I nity organizer and student activist, roles that eventually led to 

/ his suspension from Columbia for organizing a protest during 

his junior year. Three projects took center stage: work with the 

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund (LDF), his found- 

Jealous plans to grow the NAACP and focus 
its resources on legislative issues, including 
education disparities, criminal justice, the 
home mortgage crisis, racial profiling and 
health care. 
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ing and involvement with the Harlem Restoration Project Youth 

Corps and two student protests, one involving financial aid and 

need-blind admissions and the second concerning the preserva¬ 

tion of the building where Malcolm X was assassinated. 

At 18 and frustrated with his work-study job in the economics 

department. Jealous went looking for Greenberg. Jealous recalls 

his voice choking when they met. Greenberg was a well-known 

protege of Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall, who even¬ 

tually took on Marshall's NAACP role. Fortuitously, a few months 

after they met, the NAACP LDF called Greenberg asking for stu¬ 

dent help. Greenberg arranged an internship for Jealous, one that 

later turned into an ongoing program for other students. 

Jealous' longest and last assignment included outreach as a com¬ 

munity organizer in Harlem. He helped put together a campaign to 

save ob / gyn and neonatal intensive care beds at St. Luke's Roosevelt 

Hospital at 114th Street — beds that were accessible to Central and 

West Harlem residents. 

The hospital had facili¬ 

ties at two sites: 114th 

Street and 59th Street. 

"The hospital admin¬ 

istrators and planners 

expected 59th Street to 

gentrify, so it downsized 

the uptown site," says 

Marianne Lado, former 

LDF lawyer and now 

general counsel for New 

York Lawyers for the 

Public Interest. "It was 

planning to move all ob / 

gyn, pediatric and neo¬ 

natal intensive care beds 

downtown." 

Jealous helped organize and carry out an investigation, interview¬ 

ing community members to help predict the impact on healthcare 

access and use. This included working with the leaders of neighbor¬ 

hood churches across denominations who were concerned about the 

loss of healthcare near Harlem neighborhoods. The LDF filed a civil 

rights complaint with the Office for Civil Rights at the U.S. Depart¬ 

ment of Health and Human Services and then filed suit in federal 

court. "Though neither action was particularly successful, the com¬ 

munity pressure and the suits led to negotiations," Lado says. "This, 

and the fact that the beds were more needed uptown than down¬ 

town (the beds downtown were not economically viable), finally led 

the hospital to retain some of the beds uptown." 

The LDF was interested in this case because, Lado says, "All 

across the country, not only in New York, we have seen disinvest¬ 

ment of health care resources in low-income communities of color, 

leading to a tremendous scarcity of providers and contributing to 

waiting periods for even basic services (such as prenatal care) and 

racial disparities in health outcomes. There remain gross dispari¬ 

ties in maternal and infant mortality rates by race today." 

In addition to this internship. Jealous, as a first-year, formed 

the Harlem Restoration Project Youth Corps, which supported the 

work of activist Marie Runyon. The group restored low-income 

housing, provided free childcare and became the largest group 

servicing residences of Harlem. Columbia students painted 

apartments, tore out water-damaged plaster and replaced sheet- 

rock; Jealous spent 30-45 hours per week restoring housing. 

The University, however, wanted the group to stop, citing safe¬ 

ty concerns. The police department had forbidden public officials 

from entering the tenements without bulletproof vests: It estimated 

60 percent of the units had at least one family member involved in 

the crack trade. Baseboards commonly hid hundreds of crack vials, 

and Jealous recalls landing a sledgehammer into a wall and watch¬ 

ing as thousands of crack vials spilled out. Even so. Jealous did not 

accept the University's mandate to help Harlem residents only on 

campus or at some other University-sanctioned location. 

Jealous made the group "an essential organization on campus, 

one that wove a tapestry between Columbia and the community 

around it," says Eric Garcetti '92, now Los Angeles City Council 

president. "He was always interested in ensuring that Columbia 

didn't think of itself as a separate community from the upper 

Manhattan world, but it was one part of it and with that had re¬ 

sponsibility to its neighbors." 

Jealous continued volunteer work for the group throughout 

his time on campus, and it continues to this day. Now called the 

Harlem Restoration Project, it takes youth from three apartment 

buildings near Columbia on trips downtown as well as in the 

Harlem-Momingside Heights area, using the trips as a means 

to build mentoring relationships, according to Clark Zhang '09, 

Harlem Restoration Project coordinator. 

Jealous also ran a low-income neighborhood youth group 

called Allowances. A small kitty from St. Mary's Church provided 

allowances for children who otherwise did not receive them. In 

exchange, the students were expected to get good grades and par¬ 

ticipate in community services projects such as cleaning up nearby 

parks. Jealous also organized recreational activities for the group. 

Jealous was active on campus as well. Due to a budgetary short¬ 

fall in 1992, the College was exploring plans to end full-need finan¬ 

cial aid, need-blind admissions or both. According to The New York 

Times, the University faced a $50 million shortage in its $980 mil¬ 

lion budget for the following academic year, and while it had plans 

to increase the next year's financial aid allocation by 10 percent to 

$15 million. President Michael Sovem '53 said that the University 

could no longer afford to provide full-need financial aid for all. 

Jealous and Garcetti, student council members at the time, 

were concerned that the elimination of full-need financial aid 

would result in "a bleaching of the undergraduate population," a 

phrase from an anonymous letter sent to them as student council 

members. Jealous led protests against this policy change. He even 

climbed through a second-story administration office window in 

an attempt to stop a meeting where a vote might be taken. 

"It was a difficult moment for a young idealist who had come 

there to learn from a wise leader of the civil rights movement," 

Jealous said. 

Yet, Jealous' efforts paid off. He credits John Kluge '37 — who 

went to Columbia on financial aid during the Depression and be¬ 

came so successful in business that he was anointed as the richest 

man in the world by Forbes Magazine in the 1980s — for saving the 

program. Kluge donated $60 million for minority scholarships 

in April 1993, the largest gift the University had received at the 

time. (In April 2007, Kluge pledged $400 million for financial aid, 

bringing his total giving to $500 million.) 

"It was a very contentious time," Dyson says. "Ben didn't al¬ 

ways just challenge the administration, he also challenged his 

classmates to be more socially active and aware of what was going 

on and of how important the stakes were in any given dispute. You 

got the sense he was the most dedicated person you probably ever 

knew committed to civil rights issues." 

Another protest ensued after the University announced plans 

to tear down the Audubon Ballroom, where Malcolm X was as¬ 

sassinated. Columbia had purchased the rundown building from 

Los Angeles City Council President Eric 
Garcetti '92, who served with Jealous on 
the College Student Council, says Jeal¬ 
ous was passionate about ensuring that 
Columbia acted responsibly toward the 
neighboring community. 
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the city and had plans to replace it with a bio- 

medical-research complex. The Black Student 

Organization challenged this because of the 

building's landmark status, the possible envi¬ 

ronmental impact and concerns that the center 

would not serve or employ the community. 

Protestors organized a demonstration during 

final exams in December 1992. 

While the one-day Audubon Ballroom pro¬ 

test was smaller and more spontaneous, as 

described by the Times, than the 1985 protest 

over investments in South Africa, seven stu¬ 

dents were suspended, including Jealous. Ac¬ 

cording to the Times, many viewed the suspen¬ 

sion as "unusually severe for a demonstration 

that was for the most part uneventful," and 

the trial unfair — the students were tried by 

a retired judge chosen by the University Sen¬ 

ate, not a panel of peers or faculty. The resolution of the protest, 

however, was a compromise that included the preservation of a 

portion of the fagade of the Audubon Theater and the creation 

of the Malcolm X and Dr. Betty Shabazz Education & Research 

Center within, with the high-rise biotech center behind. 

"When you're the first students suspended from Columbia Uni¬ 

versity — the famous cauldron of student activism — in two de¬ 

cades, people take notice," Jealous says. "Even when they're sure 

all you really know how to do is organize campus protests and get 

kicked out, they offer you jobs. So, my career accelerated, because I 

accepted a job offer at the AFL-CIO to be a student organizer." 

When Jealous returned to Columbia — he was suspend¬ 

ed for one semester, but stayed away for two years 

— he became focused on winning the Rhodes Scholar¬ 

ship. "What was ringing in my ear was that statement of faith 

that Professor Long had made, that I would be a great candidate 

for the Rhodes Scholarship," Jealous says. "I committed myself to 

excelling academically for my last two years of college. I wanted 

to have the opportunity to compete for the Rhodes, and I wanted 

the opportunity to compete for admission to a top law school. 

I came back, and Carlton [Long, who had worked with a num¬ 

ber of students who went on to win Rhodes Scholarships] wasn't 

fazed at all. He said, 'OK. Let's do it.' " 

Jealous was awarded the scholarship and studied comparative 

social research at Oxford. The public policy program had just 10 

students with no more than two from the same continent. "I sat in 

a room with 10 students and discussed solutions to domestic prob¬ 

lems across national boundaries, across national cultures and even 

collective imaginations," Jealous says. "It was the most stimulating 

experience I've had in trying to figure out how to fix problems... It 

stretched my brain, and it was really an enlightening direction." 

Jealous learned to focus not only on civil rights but also on 

human rights. He realized that it is not sufficient to say every 

child in a particular area should attend the same school, a civil 

right. In contrast, "Saying that every child should go to a good 

school would require realizing and enforcing a human right," 

Jealous says. "We need to focus not only on the negative rights 

such as the right from search and seizure and the right to be 

protected from discrimination, but also the positive rights: the 

right to a good education, the right to a good job, the right to 

good healthcare." 

When asked what advice he gives to others wanting to get 

more involved in nonprofits. Jealous says, "One of the greatest 

experiences of my life was helping to launch 

what became a successful campaign to outlaw 

the juvenile death penalty [while with Am¬ 

nesty International]. My advice to people is to 

look at all the issues that irk you, all the things 

that offend you about life on this planet and 

decide what you want most to see changed, 

and then go after it with all of your heart." 

Jealous credits his transition to non-profit 

management to a time when he believed all 

people thought he was qualified to do was be 

a spokesperson (during his suspension and 

extended time away from Columbia he was 

a spokesperson for tire AFL-CIO). "It began to 

feel sort of oddly demeaning, that we all want 

the articulate, young black guy out in front for 

some grand progress," Jealous says. He real¬ 

ized that "the only way you would be able to 

help ensure victory [for your cause] is if you understood how to 

raise resources and motivate a much larger number of people to 

accomplish the goal." 

When Jealous became executive director of the National News¬ 

paper Publishers Association in 1999, he focused on becoming a 

good manager and fundraiser. In his three years at the helm, he 

tripled the staff and grew annual income and events participation 

by 400 percent and 300 percent, respectively. 

College friend Maurice Coleman '91, s.v.p., market manager 

with Bank of Ameri¬ 

ca in New York City, 

says Jealous has the 

ability "to find those 

common threads that 

allow people to put 

their egos and inter¬ 

ests aside to work for 

the common good of 

the cause, whatever 

the cause may be, 

regardless of gender 

or age or any of the 

so-called silos we 

have a tendency to 

either fall in or put 

ourselves in." 

Wade Henderson believes these skills, along with Jeal¬ 

ous' focus on human rights, will make him successful at the 

NAACP. "Combining his great love for the civil rights move¬ 

ment with a vision about what it takes to achieve a broad base 

of human rights in the 21st century makes Ben an especially 

well-chosen selection to head the NAACP," Henderson says. 

He expects Jealous to "rekindle the passion for social change 

that the NAACP embodied when it was founded 100 years 

ago. He is going to stimulate yet again a broad base of support 

among Americans and others around the world who are com¬ 

mitted to that type of social change." 

As per his future. Jealous sees himself right where he is. "My 

career has been a career in the black civil rights movement, and 

the American human rights movement. I have no higher ambi¬ 

tion than the position that I'm holding right now." Q 

Amy Perkel Madsen '89, a former CCT class correspondent, lives in 

Los Altos, Calif. 

Wade Henderson expects 

Jealous to “rekindle the pas¬ 

sion for social change that 

the NAACP embodied when 

it was founded 100 years 

ago. He is going to stimu¬ 

late yet again a broad base of 

support among Americans 

and others around the world 

who are committed to that 

type of social change.” 

Jealous takes the reins of the NAACP at 
a time when the nation's consciousness 
about civil and human rights has been 
heightened by the election of President 
Barack Obama '83. 
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Obituaries 
_19 3 1_ 
Emanuel Rackman, rabbi. New 

York City, on December 1,2008. 

Rackman was bom in Albany, 

N.Y., the son of a businessman and 

Talmudist who was descended from 

six generations of rabbis. He studied 

at the Talmudical Academy in New 

York, the high school affiliate of 

Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 

Seminary, where he continued his 

studies while attending the College. 

Rackman earned a degree in 1933 

from the Law School, was ordained 

a rabbi in 1934 and earned a Ph.D. 

in political science in 1953 from 

GSAS. He had planned to earn his 

living as a lawyer, but on entering 

the Air Force in 1943, he was made 

a chaplain. While in Germany, his 

encounters with Holocaust victims 

caused him to reconsider his career. 

After the war, Rackman became 

spiritual leader of Congregation 

Shaaray Tefila in Far Rockaway; in 

1967, the rabbi of the Fifth Avenue 

Synagogue; and soon after, provost 

of Yeshiva University. In 1971 he 

became the head of Jewish Studies 

at the City University of New York, 

and in 1977, the first American presi¬ 

dent of Bar-Ilan University in Israel. 

Rackman is survived by a sister, Bess 

Falkow; sons, Michael, Bennett and 

Joseph; eight grandchildren; and 14 

great-grandchildren. 

19 3 5 

Walter F. Harrison Jr., retired sur¬ 

geon, Sarasota, Fla., on October 16, 

2008. Harrison was bom on May 12, 
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1914, in Brooklyn, N.Y. He gradu¬ 

ated from Long Island College of 

Medicine in 1943. In the Navy, 

Harrison served in England treating 

casualties in WWII and then on the 

USS Albany; he was discharged as a 

lieutenant commander in 1953 after 

residencies in oncology and in sur¬ 

gery and pathology. During his 40- 

year surgical practice in Glens Falls, 

N.Y., Harrison dedicated countless 

hours to leadership positions in 

the medical community. His hob¬ 

bies included flying airplanes and 

gliders, boating and scuba diving, 

skiing, playing piano and organ, 

and playing chess and bridge; at 80, 

he took up hang gliding. Harrison 

maintained a keen interest in clas¬ 

sical music, opera, astronomy and 

physics. He enthusiastically enjoyed 

any kind of gadget, identifying proj¬ 

ects that had escaped the attention 

of others, and inventing innovative 

ways to "fix" things. He also trav¬ 

eled extensively with his wife and 

friends. Harrison is survived by his 

wife of 72 years, Dorothy; children: 

Walter HI, Holly Graham, Meryl 

Harrison, Scott and Keith; seven 

grandchildren; and a great-grand¬ 

daughter. Memorial contributions 

may be made to Spring Lake Ranch, 

1169 Spring Lake Rd., Cuttingsville, 

VT 05738. 

_1 9 3 6_ 
Robert M. Hecker, motel owner 

and developer, retired Army Reser¬ 

vist, Sausalito, Calif., on September 

20,2008. Hecker was bom in New 

York City on March 15,1916. He 

entered with the Class of 1936 but 

earned a B.S. in 1936 from the En¬ 

gineering School. Hecker partly 

owned, developed and operated 

10 motels in California, from Red 

Bluff to Bakersfield, five of them 

Sheratons. He was a retired career 

Army Reservist and served during 

WWH. Hecker is survived by his 

wife, Kathleen; daughter, Elizabeth; 

son, Robert, and his wife, Bridget; 

stepsons, R.J. Krajeski and his wife, 

Roni, and Jan F. Krajeski; two step- 

grandchildren; and three grand¬ 

children. He was predeceased by a 

brother, Malcolm, and sisters, Grace 

Hecker Rice and Wanna Hecker. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to the Nature Conservancy, 

Columbia University or a charity of 

the donor's choice. 

_1 9 3 8_ 
Juan de Zengotita, retired Foreign 

Service officer, Manchester, Vt., on 

September 3,2008. De Zengotita 

was bom in Philadelphia but spent 

his early years in Puerto Rico. He 

received a scholarship to Columbia 

and boxed on the varsity team. After 

sitting for the Foreign Service Exam, 

de Zengotita took Hs first diplo¬ 

matic appointment at the American 

Embassy in Havana. Fluent in 

Spanish and English, he held a 

number of appointments in Latin 

countries: Mexico City; Bogota and 

Cucuta, Columbia; La Paz, Bolivia; 

and Caracas, Venezuela; and held a 

second appointment in Havana in 

1954. He also held posts at embas¬ 

sies in England and Australia and 

served as the American Consul 

General in Yokahama, Japan, from 

1959-63. After retirement in 1969, 

de Zengotita settled in Duxbury, 

Mass., at his wife Barbara Thomas' 

family home, where he enjoyed 

bird-watching, gardening and 

star-gazing. He also undertook ex¬ 

tensive bicycle tours in the United 

States and Canada. After his wife's 

death in 2005, de Zengotita moved 

to Manchester. He is survived 

by his son, Thomas; daughters, 

Barbara, Katharine and Clare; and 

four grandchildren. Memorial 

contributions may be made to the 

Mark Skinner Library c/o Brewster 

Funeral Service, PO Box 885, Man¬ 

chester, VT 05255. 

19 3 9 

Robert W. Archer Sr., retired co¬ 

president of family firm, Staten 

Island, N.Y., on September 25,2008. 

A graduate of Curtis H.S. and a 

member of its permanent honor 

roll. Archer had been pursuing a 

career in medicine at the College. 

Later, though, he chose to enter 

his family's auto parts business, 

William S. Archer, Inc., founded by 

his father in 1917, as co-president. 

The company, which spanned three 

generations, was once the largest 

auto parts store on Staten Island 

before closing in 2006. Archer was 

a salesman for many years, until 

retiring in 1992. He served as an 

Army medic during WWII and was 

stationed in the South Pacific from 

1943-45. Archer enjoyed ice skating 

and was a member of the Hillside 

Swim Club and of the Castleton 

Hill Moravian Church. He was 

predeceased by his wife of 59 years, 

Marie M. Moller, and is survived by 

a daughter, Joanne McCarthy; son, 

Robert Jr.; brother, William; sister, 

Alice Lesica; two grandchildren; 

and two great-grandchildren. 

19 4 2 

Carl F. Bauman Jr., retired U.S. 

Customs agent, Middletown, Pa., 

on September 4,2008. Bauman was 

bom on March 9,1921, in New York 

City. After graduation, he enlisted in 

the Navy and served three years in 

the Pacific during WWII. Bauman 

earned an M.A. in geological scienc¬ 

es in 1950 from GSAS. He worked 

for the U.S. Customs Agency for 20 

years, with the majority of his ser¬ 

vice at the Harrisburg International 

Airport. He retired in 1995. Bauman 

is survived by his wife, June; sons, 

Fred, and his wife, Barbara, David, 

and his wife, Vivian, and James; 

daughter, Jane Sparling, and her 

husband. Rusty; brother, Richard, 

and his wife, Margot; and 10 grand¬ 

children. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Frey Village 

Benevolent Fund, 1020 N. Union 

St., Middletown, PA 17057 or the 

American Cancer Society, 3211N. 

Front St., Ste 100, Harrisburg, PA 

17110. 

_1 9 4 8_. 

Robert F. Travis, attorney, Blacks¬ 

burg, Va., on August 18,2008. Travis 

was bom on February 2,1924, in 

Kalamazoo, Mich. After serving in 

the Army Radio Corps in North 

Africa during WWH, he attended 

Kalamazoo College and then Col¬ 

umbia. Travis earned an M.A. in 

English and comparative literature 

in 1949 from GSAS. Because of 

his lifelong interest in cars, Travis 

returned to Kalamazoo after com¬ 

pleting his degrees and became an 

automobile dealer. In the mid-1970s, 

he sold his dealerships and enrolled 

in the University of Michigan Law 

School, receiving a J.D. at 50. Travis 

served on the Kalamazoo chapter 

of the ACLU, the Kalamazoo Com¬ 

munity Relations Board and the 

Kalamazoo and Michigan United 

Fund boards as well as the boards 

of Douglass Community Associa¬ 

tion, the Northside Development 
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Association, the Kalamazoo Hous¬ 

ing and Improvement Corp., Op¬ 

portunity Kalamazoo, Big Brothers, 

the Kalamazoo New Enterprise 

Commission, the Kalamazoo 

County Democratic Commission 

and the Democratic Business and 

Professional Society. Travis was 

predeceased by his wife, Mary, and 

son, Robert Jr. He is survived by 

his sons, Paul, Donald and Laurel; 

and four grandchildren. Memorial 

contributions may be made to any 

organization Travis supported or a 

charity of the donor's choice. 

19 4 9 

Edgar A. Raynis, retired pastor, 

Portland, Ore., on July 5,2008. Raynis 

was bom on June 19,1923. As a 

reconnaissance scout under General 

Patton in WWII, he helped liberate 

two Jewish concentration camps, an 

experience influencing his decision 

to enter the ministry. He attended 

Union Theological Seminaiy and was 

ordained in the Methodist Church. 

After serving New York churches 

from 1951-57, Raynis reentered 

the Army as a chaplain and served 

until 1974. His tours included Korea, 

Germany, West Point and Command 

Chaplain in Vietnam. In 1948, Raynis 

married Marion Dietrich; she died in 

1972. After retiring from the Army, 

he moved to Bend, Ore., and in 1982 

married Lois Clore. Raynis began 

serving at the United Methodist 

church in Emmett, Idaho, and 

Montavilla UMC and Lents UMC, 

both in Portland. After retirement, 

he pastored the seasonal United 

Church of Christ English-speaking 

congregation in Mazatlan, Mexico, 

for two years. Raynis educated visi¬ 

tors with snake shows at the Oregon 

Zoo and taught Saturday Academy 

classes through the Oregon Museum 

of Science and Industry. He is sur¬ 

vived by his wife; daughter, Susan; 

son, Richard; stepson, David Clore; 

brother, Harry; sisters, Doris Doenges 

and Jean Metcalfe; sister-in-law, 

Maryanne; six grandchildren; and 

one great-grandchild. 

19 5 0 

Eugene Plotnik, retired editor, PR 

executive and creative director, 

Hartsdale, N.Y., on October 26,2008. 

Bom and raised in Brooklyn, Plotnik 

served as a B-17 crew member with 

the Army Air Corps during WWII. 

He entered the College as a mem¬ 

ber of the Class of 1950 and was a 

Dean's List student but left after two 

years to start his career, while con¬ 

tinuing at GS. College ties remained 

strong, however, and Hartley and 

Livingston roommates Bernard 

Korman '48, Robert Gibson '50 and 

Joseph Russell '49 were close friends 

until his death. Marvin Lipman 

'49, '54 P&S was Plotnik's primary 

physician and friend for most of his 

adult life. Plotnik's career included 

being TV editor of Billboard; public 

relations director of Screen Gems; 

and director of creative services of 

King Features; culminating as s.v.p. 

and creative director of Clarion. Flis 

1989 book. Sales Artillery: How to Arm 
the Sales Force for Successful Selling, 
still is widely used as the definitive 

text for sales promotion courses. 

Plotnik spent his retirement years 

mentoring disadvantaged teenagers 

in Westchester County. He is sur¬ 

vived by his wife of 58 years, Marties 

(nee Wolf) '49 Barnard; sons, Ned 

and Will; and four grandchildren. 

1 9 5 2 ~ 

Arnold Miller, professor, Tucson, 

Ariz., on August 22,2008. Miller 

was bom on August 24,1931, in 

Brooklyn, N.Y An Army veteran, he 

later earned an M.A. from Harvard 

and a Ph.D. in 1968 from GSAS, 

and took courses at the Sorbonne in 

Paris. Miller was a professor of 

French at the University of Wiscon¬ 

sin for 29 years. He is survived by 

his wife, Evelyn; son, David; daugh¬ 

ter, Diane; brother, Stewart; and one 

granddaughter. Memorial contribu¬ 

tions may be made to The French 

House, 633 N. Frances St., Madison, 

WI53706. 

Eugene M. Wasserman, pedia¬ 

trician, Mamaroneck, N.Y., on 

August 11,2008. Wasserman was 

bom on March 2,1931, and was a 

graduate of The Chicago Medical 

School. He served in the Army 

from 1959-61. Having been in 

private practice from 1961-2006 

in Mamaroneck, Wasserman then 

joined the Westchester Medical 

Group. He was director of ambula¬ 

tory care at United Hospital, where 

he also was chief of pediatrics. 

Wasserman was a professor of 

pediatrics at New York Medical 

College in Valhalla. Along with 

his wife, Nancy, he founded the 

Washingtonville Housing Alliance. 

Wasserman is survived by his wife; 

sons, Brett, and his wife, Herminia, 

and Michael, and his wife, Donna; 

daughter, Julie Kirant; foster child, 

Chieko Kotani, and her husband, 

Yoshio; brother, Arthur; sister, 

Annette Schuman; four grand¬ 

children, and two foster grand¬ 

children. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Mamaroneck 

Union Free School District, Dr. E. 

Wasserman Memorial Fund, Attn: 

Business Office, 1000 W. Boston 

Post Rd., Mamaroneck, NY 10543. 

_1 9 5 8_ 

Karl Bauer, regional manager, 

Jensen Beach, Fla., on April 30, 

2008. Bauer was bom in New York 

City on July 7,1936, and graduated 

from Hastings-on-Hudson H.S. He 

later served in the Army National 

Guard band that played at JFK's 

inauguration. Bauer worked with 

Honeywell for 31 years; his last as¬ 

signment was as regional manager 

in Upstate New York. Bauer had 

been a resident of Jensen Beach 

for eight years, coming from Boca 

Raton, Fla., and Manlius, N.Y. 

He was a former treasurer of the 

Hartford, Conn., and Washington, 

D.C., Saengerbund; sang with the 

Florida Atlantic University Choir; 

was a member of the Eagle March 

Golf & Country Club and the Port 

St. Lucie, Fla. German Club and a 

member of the Woodworkers Club 

at Frances Langford Log Cabin. 

Bauer is survived by his wife of 42 

years, Maria; daughters, LeighAnn, 

Nancy and Jennifer; son, Gregory; 

and one grandson. 

Peter A. Jamgochian '58 

Peter A. Jamgochian, retired 

teacher. Palisades Park, N.J., on 

November 15,2008. Bom on 

February 4,1937, in Brooklyn, 

N.Y., Jamgochian graduated from 

Brooklyn Tech H.S. and received 

a full Naval ROTC scholarship to 

Columbia, where he was an active 

member of the Delti Phi fraternity. 

After graduation, he managed his 

family's binding business before 

returning to Columbia to earn a 

master's in fine arts from Teachers 

College. Jamgochian was an art 

and photography teacher at Pali¬ 

sades Park H.S. for 25 years. He 

also was a class adviser, bowling 

coach and football team photog¬ 

rapher. Jamgochian was active in 

the Armenian community, serving 

as chairman of the Parish Council 

at St. Thomas Armenian Church 

and Commander of the Knights of 

Vartan. He is survived by his wife 

of 45 years, Amy; daughter, Chris¬ 

tine Koobatian '87, and her hus¬ 

band, Thomas; son, Peter, and his 

wife, Patty; and seven grandchil¬ 

dren. Memorial contributions may 

be made to Fund for Armenian 

Relief, 630 Second Ave., New York, 

NY 10016, or Columbia College. 

19 6 1 

Richard F. Horowitz, attorney 

and firm partner, Bloomfield, N.J., 

on September 11,2008. Horowitz 

earned a degree from the Law 

School in 1964. Along with Jacob 

Heller and Etie Feit, he founded 

Heller, Horowitz & Feit in 1979. 

Horowitz was an active member 

of Temple Ner Tamid, Broad Street 

in Bloomfield, N.J. As well as be¬ 

ing one of the original members of 

this community, he served in vari¬ 

ous capacities, including trustee. 

Horowitz is survived by his wife, 

Diane Horowitz (nee Ascione); son, 

David, and his wife, Bonnie; daugh¬ 

ter, Deborah Horowitz Salanon '92, 

and her husband, David; brother, 

Michael, and his wife, Arlene Hahn; 

and five grandchildren. Memorial 

contributions may be made to the 

Foundation Fighting Blindness, 

11435 Cronhill Dr., Owings Mills, 

MD 21117-2220. 

_1 9 6 5_ 

John R. Bashaar Sr., retired lawyer 

and hearing examiner, Towson, Md., 

on October 5,2008. Bashaar earned a 

B.A. in psychology and an M.B.A. in 

1967 from the Business School. After 

graduating from New York Law 

School in 1973, he became a member 

of the New York and Maryland bar 

associations. Bashaar began a gen¬ 

eral law practice in Towson in 1976. 

He taught law courses at Towson 

University and was a mock-trial 

coach at Towson H.S., helping the 

team win two state championships, 

in 1996 and 1999. After closing his 

law practice in 2004, Bashaar was 

a hearing examiner with the state 

Department of Labor, Licensing 

and Regulation. He enjoyed fish¬ 

ing and rugby, served in the Army 

Reserves and was a member of 

the Towson Elks Club. Bashaar is 

survived by his wife, Sally; sons, 

John and Christopher; daughter, 

Meghan; brother, Charles; and sister, 

Rosemary Stroupe. 

19 6 7 

Richard N. Adams, attorney, 

Ridgefield, Conn., on August 

4,2008. Bom in New York City 

on October 10,1944, Adams at¬ 

tended St. Thomas Choir School 

of New York City and St. Paul's 

Preparatory School of Concord, 

N.H., graduating in the same class 

with Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.). 

He attended Harvard Graduate 

School, obtaining a master's in 

education. Adams then attended 

Emory University School of Law 

and maintained a law practice in 

Ridgefield. He was a member of St. 

Stephen's Episcopal Church, serv¬ 

ing on numerous committees and 

a member of the choir. He was an 

avid reader, usually three books a 

week, and enjoyed cooking, music, 

sailing, carpentry and landscaping. 

Adams is survived by his wife, 

Cheryl; former wife, Gigi; daugh¬ 

ters, Elizabeth and Catherine; and 

brothers, his twin, Lawrence, and 
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Wilton. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Elizabeth and 

Catherine Adams Educational 

Fund, The Ridgefield Bank, 150 

Danbury Rd., Ridgefield, CT 06877. 

19 6 8 

Lewis Cole, film professor. New 

York City, on October 10,2008. Cole 

was a former chair of the film pro¬ 

gram at the School of the Arts and is 

credited with transforming it dur¬ 

ing his time as chair. As a student. 

Cole participated in the 1968 pro¬ 

tests. He wrote 13 screenplays with 

writer Rafael Yglesias, published 

four books, was a film critic for The 
Nation and founded the Mediter¬ 

ranean Film Institute. Cole began 

teaching screenwriting at Columbia 

in 1986 and was named chair of the 

film program in 1994. As chair, he 

restructured and refocused the pro¬ 

gram, transforming its curriculum 

from one that focused primarily 

on writing to one where students 

learned the fundamentals of film- 

making. Under Cole's direction, 

current chair Jamal Joseph said in 

Spectator, the program began to lay 

a more sturdy filmmaking founda¬ 

tion for students, teaching them the 

basics of both writing and produc¬ 

tion while emphasizing dramatic 

narrative techniques. Cole recruited 

experienced filmmakers as faculty 

and built a diverse student body. He 

also taught the "Elements of Dra¬ 

matic Narrative" class for first-year 

film students. Memorial contribu¬ 

tions may be made to Project ALS. 

19 6 9 

Gerald A. Zawadzkas, former 

NFL player, retired physicist, 

Albuquerque, N.M., on September 

3,2008. Drafted as a tight end by the 

Detroit Lions, Zawadzkas played 

in two NFL games during the 1967 

season. He received his master's 

in physics at City College of New 

York. In 1978, Zawadzkas moved to 

Albuquerque and worked at Sandia 

National Labs until his retirement 

in 2003. He is survived by his wife, 

Katherine; sons, Robert, and his wife, 

Christy, Michael, and Tim, and his 

wife, Mei-Shen; daughter, Xenia, and 

her husband, Robert Healy; sister, 

Elizabeth El-Bayeh, and her hus¬ 

band, Hamid; brothers, Peter, and 

his wife, Joyce, and Michael, and his 

wife, Jane; and four grandchildren. 

19 7 3 

Peter E. Lewis, environmentalist. 

Areata, Calif., on August 26,2008. 

A graduate of Yale's graduate stud¬ 

ies program in forestry, Lewis fell 

in love with Yosemite National 

Park in 1970 after working on a 

trail crew. For more than 30 years, 

he worked with the California 

Conservation Corp., helping to cre¬ 

ate and sustain a backcountry trails 

program that is a national model. 

OTHER DEATHS REPORTED 

Columbia College Today also has learned of the deaths of the following alumni. Complete obituaries will be 

published in an upcoming issue, pending receipt of information and space considerations. 

1928 Herbert L. Hutner, private investment banker and attorney, Los Angeles, on December 7,2008. 

Hutner earned a degree in 1931 from the Law School. 

1935 Forest R. Lombaer, retired human resources executive. Palm City, Fla., on December 10,2008. 

1939 Howard M. Pack, shipping executive, Scarsdale, N.Y., on December 9,2008. 

1940 Seymour Epstein, company president and CEO, New York City, on December 19,2008. Epstein 

earned a degree in 1942 from the Law School. 

Charles H. Schneer, film producer, Boca Raton, Fla., on January 21,2009. 

1941 A. David Kagon, retired attorney, Malibu, Calif., on December 20,2008. Kagon earned a degree in 

1947 from the Law School. 

Harry Z. Mellins, physician and professor. New York City, on January 22,2009. 

Werner M. Wiskari, retired foreign correspondent and New York Times editor, Charlestown, R.I., on 

December 8,2008. 

1943 William L. MacMichael, retired business executive, Trenton, Maine, on January 6,2009. MacMichael 

earned a degree in 1943 from the Engineering School and a degree in 1949 from the Business School. 

1944 S. Newton "Newt" Berliner, retired engineer, Virginia Beach, Va., on January 10,2009. Berliner en¬ 

tered with the Class of 1944 but earned two degrees from the Engineering School, in 1943 and 1960. 

John M. Blugerman, dentist, Woodland Hills, Calif., on June 2,2008. Blugerman earned a degree in 

1948 from the Dental School. 

1945 Nicholas Antoszyk Jr., retired physician, Charlotte, N.C., on November 3,2008. 

David R. Covell Jr., minister, Lenox, Mass., on November 26,2008. 

1949 Victor Gualano, retired English teacher, Roselle Park, N.J., on December 4,2008. 

John J. "Jack" Turvey, retired attorney, Pompano Beach, Fla., on January 13,2009. Turvey earned a 

degree in 1952 from the Law School. 

1953 Ladislaus J. "Ladi" Perenyi, engineer, Fullerton, Calif., on December 27,2008. Perenyi earned a 

degree in 1954 from the Engineering School. 

Arnold Schussheim, pediatrician. Great Neck, N.Y., on December 5,2008. 

1955 George C. Kaplan, Berkeley, Calif., on September 14,2008. 

1956 George J. Seitz, Hacienda Heights, Calif., on December 31,2008. Seitz earned a degree in 1957 from 

the Engineering School. 

Harry C. Smith, physician, Los Gatos, Calif., on December 17,2008. 

1957 Robert L. Schlitt, television writer, Los Angeles, on November 25,2008. 

1959 Theodore D. "David" Foxworthy, New York City, on January 5,2009. 

Gordon P. Heyworth, retired teacher, actor and director, Oxford, Miss, on December 31,2008. 

1961 John A. McCahill, attorney. Galls Church, Va., on December 13,2008. 

1962 Michael P. Freedman, professor, Syracuse, N.Y., on November 13,2008. 

1963 Herbert L. Poserow, computer programmer, Beaverton, Ore., on June 29,2008. Poserow earned two 

degrees from the Engineering School, in 1964 and 1967. 

1966 Christopher R. Dykema, social worker, Bronx, N.Y., on September 11,2008. Dykema earned a 

degree in 1982 from the School of Social Work. 

1976 John L. "Jack" Glavey, trader. Park Ridge, Ill., on May 5,2007. 

1980 Samuel A. Silver, Brooklyn, N.Y., on December 22,2008. 

1982 Mark R. Griffith, journalist, Brooklyn, N.Y., on December 18,2008. 

1990 Emilie M. Lemmons (nee Ast), journalist, St. Paul, Minn., on December 24,2008. 

2002 Andrew B. Greene, physician, Cleveland, on December 31,2008. Greene earned a degree in 2006 

from P&S. 

His sons, Gabriel and Forrest, have 

fond memories of him watching 

their many sports events, hiking 

with them through the Sierras, 

swimming in cold mountain lakes 

and rivers, listening to talk radio 

and playing the harmonica around 

the campfire. Stewart is survived 

by his wife, Cheryl; sons; sister, 

Barbara, and her husband, Don 

Paulson; and brother, Scott, and his 

wife, Bernice. Memorial contribu¬ 

tions may be made to The Lewis 

Memorial Account for benefit of 

Gabriel and Forrest Lewis at any of 

the Umpqua Banks in Humboldt, 

Calif., or in Areata at 1063 G St., 

Areata, CA 95521. 

_1 9 8 0_ 

Francis P. Aspessi, retired attorney 

and English teacher, Bangkok, on 

August 16,2008. Aspessi was a 

graduate of Boston College H.S. He 

attended the University of Southern 

California Law School. Aspessi 

lived in California for 25 years and 

worked as an attorney during some 

of that time. He then moved to 

Thailand in 2001 to be an English 

teacher for various schools. Aspessi 

is survived by his parents, Louis 

and Claire; sisters, Diane Healy and 

Denise Costa; brothers, Michael and 

John; and 10 nieces and nephews. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to the American Diabetes 

Association, 330 Congress St., 5th 

Hoor, Boston, MA 02210. 

Lisa Palladino, Gordon Chenoweth 
Sauer III '11 Arts 

a 
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Bookshelf 
A Brooklyn Odyssey: Travails and 

Joys of a Boy's Early Life by Albert 
Rothman '45. Rothman recounts his 

experiences as a child in Brooklyn 

during the Great Depression 

(WingSpan Press, $14.95). 

All Stars Die by William Kronick '55. 
The protagonists of this modem 

novel are a couple struggling to 

separate love from lust, and to trust 

one another despite the secrets 

that threaten their relationship 

(AuthorHouse, $16.50). 

Breast Cancer: The Complete 

Guide by Yashar Hirshaut and Peter 
I. Pressman '55. A newly revised 

and updated version of an already 

influential guide to preventing, 

diagnosing and treating breast 

cancer (Bantam Books, $17). 

Crust by Lawrence Shainberg '58. 
Shainberg satirizes the pitfalls of 

the information age in this comic 

novel about Walter Linchak, a 

frustrated and nose-obsessed 

writer (Two Dollar Radio, $15). 

Venetian Glass: The Magnificent 

Mosaics 1860-1917 by Sheldon 
Barr ’60. Barr details the revival of 

mosaic-making as an art form in 

Venice during the late half of the 

19th century (Antique Collectors' 

Club Ltd., $85). 

Brooklyn on My Mind: The 

Paintings of Ivan Koota by Ivan 
Koota '60. A retired physician 

and self-trained artist, Koota has 

compiled this series of captioned, 

full-color reproductions of his work. 

He draws much of his inspiration 

from the Brooklyn landscape in 

which he grew up (self-published; 

available through the author's Web 

site, www.brookl3mplaces.com, $30). 

Arabian Knight: Colonel Bill 

Eddy USMC and the Rise of 

American Power in the Middle 

East by Thomas W. Lippman '61. 
Lippman chronicles the life of 

Middle East diplomat Eddy, an 

American military hero and a 

major force in the creation of the 

CIA (Selwa Press, $25). 

From Student to Scholar: A Candid 

Guide To Becoming A Professor 

by Steven M. Cahn '63. Cahn offers 

advice about, and insight into, the 

intellectual pressures and practical 

concerns faced by career academics 

(Columbia University Press, $14.95). 

Our Lincoln: New Perspectives on 

Lincoln and His World edited by 

Eric Foner '63, the DeWitt Clinton 

Professor of History. A series of 

essays incorporating previously 

unexplored interpretations of the 

life and times of Abraham Lincoln 

(W.W. Norton & Co., $27.95). 

Physics for Future Presidents: The 

Science Behind the Headlines by 

Richard A. Muller '64. Suitcase nukes 

and anthrax, radiation and global 

warming — this book, written in 

la}man's language, clearly sets out 

and explains all the science that any 

President with his hand on the hot 

button needs to know [see January/ 

February "Columbia Forum"] 

(W.W. Norton & Co., $26.95). 

The Cure for Our Broken Political 

Process: How We Can Get Our 

Politicians to Resolve the Issues 

Tearing Our Country Apart by 

Sol Erdman and Lawrence Susskind 
'68. The authors propose a bold 

plan for election reform as a way of 

curbing inefficiency, partisanship 

and petty bickering in Washington, 

D.C. (Potomac Books, $19.95). 

Obsession: A History by Lennard 
J. Davis 70. This interdisciplinary 

study examines the development 

of obsession as not only a medical 

but also as a social phenomenon 

(The University of Chicago Press, 

$27.50). 

Antoine's Alphabet: Watteau and 

His World by Jed Perl 72. Perl des¬ 

cribes the Manhattan art scene of the 

mid-1900s and details the creative 

influence of enigmatic 17th-century 

painter Antoine Watteau upon 

its development [see "Columbia 

Forum"] (Alfred A. Knopf, $25). 

Dislocating Race and Nation: 

Episodes in Nineteenth-Century 

American Literary Nationalism 

by Robert S. Levine 75. Focusing on 

the issues of nationalism, race and 

historical context, Levine discusses 

the work of 19th-century American 

writers such as Melville, Douglass 

and Hawthorne (The University of 

North Carolina Press, $21.95). 

Hello, Everybody!: The Dawn 

of American Radio by Anthony 
Rudel 79. Rudel explores the rise 

of American radio in the 1920s and 

'30s, paying close attention to the 

social and political implications of 

the medium (Harcourt, $26). 

Poker Slam by Neal Gersony '80. 
The author, a tournament poker 

player, offers insight into the world 

of high-stakes cards in this novel 

about a young man in search of his 1 

missing uncle, a long-time poker 

champion (iUniverse, $16.95). 

Hard-Boiled Sentimentality: 

The Secret History of American 

Crime Stories by Leonard Cassuto 
'81. Cassuto explores the cultural, 

psychological and literary influ¬ 

ences that have historically shaped j 
the way American authors write 

about crime (Columbia University 

Press, $27.50). 

Walter White: The Dilemma of 

Black Identity in America by 

Thomas Dyja '84. A personal and 

political biography of White, 

a pragmatic man with an idio- 

S3mcratic personality, who was 

secretary of the NAACP for more 

than 20 years in the mid-1900s I 

(Ivan R. Dee, Publisher, $26). 

State by State: A Panoramic 

Portrait of America edited by 

Matt Weiland '92 and Sean Wilsey. 
Fifty original short stories and 

essays, each designed to capture \ 
the character of a different U.S. 

state [see January /February 

"Bookshelf" feature] (Ecco, $29.95). 

The Imperial Museums of Meiji 

Japan: Architecture and the Art of 

the Nation by Alice Yu-Ting Tseng 
'96. An analytical examination of 

the art and architecture of Japan's 

imperial museums during the , 

Meiji period, when exposure to 

the West introduced Japan to the 

phenomenon of the European- 

style art gallery (University of 

Washington Press, $60). 

)MASW- 
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Books We Can Believe In 
By Laura Butchy '04 Arts 

BESTSELLING AUTHOR nc , „ 

CALVIN TRILLIN 

Hems THE NEXT DECIDER 

Essential 
BARACK 
OBAMA 

Featuring the 
Grammy* Award 

i Winners 
I Dreams from 
I My Father and 
I The Audacity 
f of Hope 

Read by 
the Author 

Few contemporary politicians have inspired 
the body of work already written about 
President Barack Obama '83, the first 

Columbia College graduate to lead the na¬ 
tion. Before he was inaugurated, even before 
he was elected, numerous volumes detailed 
almost every aspect of his life, from personal 
biographies to political analyses of his pro¬ 
posed plans for the country. Here are some of 
the newer offerings. 

For anyone who hasn't yet picked up the 
two books telling the President's story in his 
own words, The Essential Barack Obama: The 
Grammy Award-Winning Recordings (Random 
House Audio, $44.95) allows listeners to hear 
Obama read the stories. The CD collection in¬ 
cludes abridged versions of Dreams from My 
Father: A Story of Race and inheritance and The 
Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming the 
American Dream. 

For more inspiring words directly from Obama, 
An American Story: The Speeches of Barack 
Obama: A Primer (Ecw Press, $14.95) offers 21 
unabridged speeches that detail Obama's vision 
for the country, from foreign affairs to domestic 
issue. David Olive's compilation complements 
the speeches with annotations, profiles of 
Obama and the First Lady, and a primer on the 
President's views on major issues. 

The American Journey of Barack Obama 
(Little, Brown & Co., $24.99) provides a 
dramatic view of the President through an 
impressive collection of photographs span¬ 
ning his life, from visiting family members in 
Kenya to appearing on Saturday Night Live to 
accepting the Democratic nomination. This 
bold coffee table book from the editors of Life 
magazine includes extensive background for 
the photos as well as essays offering personal 
views of Obama's impact. 

Young politicos who are interested in get¬ 
ting to know the new President might enjoy Yes 
We Can: A Biography of Barack Obama (Feiwel 
& Friends, $6.99). Recommended for children 
ages 9-12, the second edition of this New York 
Times bestseller has been revised and updated 
by author Garen Thomas. The biography has 

been extended by 32 pages to include more on 
Obama's historic campaign and the election. 

Obama wrote the foreword to Change 
We Can Believe In: Barack Obama's Plan 
to Renew America's Promise (Three Rivers 
Press, $13.95). Part 1 of the book details the 
President's hopes for the United States, offer¬ 
ing his vision for creating an economic future 
and restoring trust in the government for the 
U.S. and other countries. Part 2 offers a selec¬ 
tion of Obama's speeches. 

Author Paul Street addresses the histori- 
1 cal and political relevance of Obama's rise in 

Barack Obama and the Future of American 
Politics (Paradigm Publishers, $23.95). Demys¬ 
tifying the President's cult of personality, 
Street examines Obama's rise in the context 
of the nation's political history from FDR 
through today, using research and analysis to 
provide an assessment of Obama's influence 
and place in political culture. 

For those worried about the state of the 
economy, John R. Talbott's Obamanomics: How 
Bottom-Up Economic Prosperity Will Replace 
Trickle-Down Economics (Seven Stories Press, 
$16.95) remains timely. A former investment 
banker, Talbott reasons his way through Obama's 
economic proposals, frequently quoting the 
President's speeches and writings. The author 
focuses on how Obama's ability to bring people 
together could translate to citizen cooperation in 
solving the economic crisis, arguing that the com¬ 
plex problems facing the nation cannot be solved 
by governments or businesses alone. 

Finally, poet and humorist Calvin Trillin aims to 
cure both election fatigue and nostalgia with his 
latest book, Deciding the Next Decider: The 2008 
Presidential Race in Rhyme (Random House, 
$14). Trillin's unique review of the Presidential 
campaign covers the action entirely in verse, 
beginning with the 2006 midterm elections. 
Chapter 4, "Obama, Rising," introduces the can¬ 
didate, who remains in the spotlight through 
the vote that elects him President. 

Laura Butchy '04 Arts is a freelance writer, dra- 
maturg and theater educator in New York City. 

The Harney & Sons Guide to Tea 

by Michael J. Harney and Emily 
Kaiser '98. A guide to recognizing, 

appreciating and appraising teas 

from all over the world (The 

Penguin Press, $25.95). 

Seventeen's Guide to Getting into 

College: Know Yourself, Know Your 

Schools & Find Your Perfect Fit! by 

Jaye J. Fenderson '00. Fenderson offers 

advice on college admissions to 

students from high school freshmen 

hoping to get a head start to seniors 

scrambling to meet application 

deadlines (Hearst; Spi edition, $16.95). 

How East Asians View Democracy 

edited by Larry Diamond; Andrew J. 
Nathan, the Class of 1919 Professor 

of Political Science, et al. The editors 

report and analyze the findings 

of the East Asian Barometer, a 

collection of surveys conducted in 

eight East Asian nations. Survey 

respondents answered questions 

about their views on democracy, 

government and citizenship 

(Columbia University Press, $50). 

Elective Affinities: Musical Essays 

on the History of Aesthetic Theory 

by Lydia Goehr, professor of philo¬ 

sophy. Goehr engages with classical 

and modem critical theorists in 

this historical exploration of the 

relationship between music and 

philosophy (Columbia University 

Press, $35). 

Icarus at the Edge of Time by Brian 
Greene, professor of mathematics. 

In this futuristic retelling of a classic 

myth, Icarus disobeys his father's 

wishes and explores the edge of a 

black hole (Knopf, $19.95). 

Grace Laidlaw '11 

a 
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Jacob Lichterman '30 wrote in to 

share his excitement about the new 

President: "As an early Obama 

supporter, I was delighted to vote 

for him and see him win decisively. 

It reminded me of how I felt after 

enjoying Franklin Roosevelt's 

decisive win in 1932. Then, as now, 

we need a big change, and I am 

looking forward to eight years of 

an Obama presidency." 

David Perlman '39, '40J writes, 

"I'm still earning a living as science 

editor of the San Francisco Chronicle. 
In recent years I've been covering 

planetary missions (Mars, Saturn 

et. al), paleoanthropology (to Ethio¬ 

pia with scientists hunting fossils 

in the Afar desert of Ethiopia), 

earthquakes (in California, where 

else?) and global climate change 

(what else these days?). Although I 

write for a newspaper still printing 

on paper, my stuff is searchable on 

the Web at www.sfgate.com. 

"I have three grown kids — a 

therapist, a writer and adventure 

filmmaker, and a schoolteacher — 

and three grandchildren who are 

skilled at texting, which I don't 

even want to know how to do. I 

don't have a BlackBerry but am 

reachable at dperlman@sfchronicle. 

com." 

Seth Neugroschl 

1349 Lexington Ave. 

New York, NY 10028 

sn23@columbia.edu 

Despite illness, I attended the un¬ 

veiling of the Columbia University 

War Memorial in Butler Library 

in December. [Editor's note: See 

"Around the Quads."] It was a mob 

scene, but it also was a moving 

tribute to the members of the Class 

of '40 and other alumni who gave 

their lives in defense of the country. 

There also is a Web site dedicated 

to remembering those Columbians 

who died in wars. The site (www. 

warmemorial.columbia.edu) allows 

you not only to look up classmates 

but also to add your remembrances. 

There were 16 people in our class 

who gave their lives for their coun¬ 

try. Please take a moment to look 

at their biographies and add what 

you remember about them. Also, 

please send me your own stories. 

Your classmates would love to hear 

from you. 

Those Class of '40 members who 

died in WWII were Francis Nathan 

Bangs Jr., Albert McClellan 

Barnes III, Herbert Ellis Bowden, 

Julian Howard Burgess Jr., S. 

Albert Candiello, Vincent James 

Carberry, William Clancy Evers, 

Melvin Feigen, John Herbert 

Fields, Charles J. Froehlich, John 

Richard Gendar, Conrad Louis 

Kantzler, Homer W. Lane, Ray¬ 

mond P. Mara, Francis William 

Neville, Stephen Stavers, George 

Jacques Strieker, Philip George 

Unhoch, Morton Coleman Wein- 

rib and Henry Smeallie Wheeler. 

Robert Zucker 

29 The Birches 

I Roslyn, NY 11576 

rzucker@optonline.net 

Our irregular monthly luncheon 

gatherings at Joe Coffee's apart¬ 

ment will be changing their venue. 

Joe is moving to Lakewood, N.J., 

where he will be close to many of 

his large family. He has been a won¬ 

derful participant and host. To join 

us, call Len Shayne: 212-737-7245. 

The scripts of late movie writer 

and Billy Wilder partner I.A.L. 

Diamond have been donated by 

his children to Columbia's Uni¬ 

versity Archives (Columbiana). In 

college, Iz was the editor of Specta¬ 
tor, a Jester contributor and the 

writer of four Varsity Shows. This 

last feat had been accomplished 

only one other time — by Richard 

Rodgers '23, who had Moss Hart 

as a collaborator. 

Talking about children, Dr. Wil¬ 

liam P. Homan, son of Dr. William 

E. Homan, was elected to the White 

Plains Hall of Fame. The younger 

Homan died in the crash of a small 

plane he was piloting. 

Ted de Baiy is recovering from 

surgery after a bad fall. After serving 

as a Japanese language specialist in 

Navy intelligence, Ted has spent his 

career at Columbia as a professor, 

department head and provost. A re¬ 

cipient of the Great Teacher Award, 

he still teaches pro bono in the East 

Asian Languages and Cultures de¬ 

partment. He has written numerous 

books, many of which are textbooks 

used throughout the country. We 

wish Ted a speedy recovery. Colum¬ 

bia needs you. 

We were sad to learn of the 

unexpected death of Dave Kagon 

at his home in Malibu, Calif., in De¬ 

cember. Dave is survived by Dottie, 

his wife of 68 years, and his children 

and grandchildren. Dave had joined 

our lunch group in September and 

sounded and looked great. In his 

retirement from the practice of law 

he played golf almost daily. His 

young grandchildren requested that 

he be buried with golf clubs, balls 

and a scorecard. 

Harold "Ted" Humphrey, who 

was a retired editor in Sidney, Maine, 

died in October. After the war Ted 

earned an M.A. and a Ph.D. from 

Columbia in English and comp lit. 

The New York Times ran a two-col¬ 

umn article about Werner Wiskari 

on December 31. He died in early 

December in Wakefied, R.I. After 

serving in the Navy during WWII, 

Werner joined the Times, where 

he was a foreign correspondent 

and editor of international news. 

He was one of a small group that 

prepared the Pentagon Papers, the 

Defense Department's secret history 

of the Vietnam War, for publication. 

42 
Melvin Hershkowitz 

3 Regency Plaza, 

Apt. 1001-E 

Providence, RI02903 

DRMEL23@cox.net 

I was pleased to learn from Ethan 

Rouen '04J, CCT associate editor, 

that Professor Donald Keene was 

honored by the Japanese govern¬ 

ment on October 28 with the Order 

of Culture Award as recognition 

for his prolific translations of 

Japanese literature from ancient to 

modem eras. Along with Professor 

Ted de Bary '41, Donald has long 

been recognized as one of the 

world's leading scholars in the 

field of Japanese culture. 

Our late classmate. Professor 

Philip Yampolsky, also was recog¬ 

nized as an outstanding authority 

on Japanese life and literature. Phil 

and I were classmates at Horace 

Mann before we came to Colum¬ 

bia. I had the pleasure of meeting 

Phil's famous maternal grandfather, 

Professor Franz Boas, founder of 

Columbia's anthropology depart¬ 

ment, at our Horace Mann com¬ 

mencement. Another late classmate, 

Gerald Green, later introduced 

me to Professor Boas' work on the 

Northwest Kwakiutl Indians and 

their Potlatch ceremonies, which 

we studied with professors Ralph 

Linton and Charles Wagley, two 

inspiring teachers in our outstand¬ 

ing anthropology department. I still 

have my copy of Professor Linton's 

book. The Study of Man. 

Your correspondent went to the 

Columbia-Brown football game 

in Providence on November 22. It 

was a frigid day, with wind chill 

temperatures in the teens, but that 

did not impede the Brown passing 

attack, which resulted in a 41-10 

victory over Columbia. Three of 

the Brown touchdowns were the 

result of busted plays, when the 

Brown quarterback escaped sacks 

and found open receivers, includ¬ 

ing one pass to his tight end, who 

was wide open when our defender 

tripped and fell. Coach Norries 

Wilson has the respect and admira¬ 

tion of his players, and we are 

hopeful for a better record in 2009. 

My son, Paul Hershkowitz, 

Ohio Wesleyan '70 and Wayne 

State University M.A. '73, came 

to the game with me. Paul lives in 

Lansing, Mich., and is a longtime 

honorary Lion, having come with 

me as a young lad to many pre¬ 

game tailgate sessions at old Baker 

Field in the 1950s and 1960s, long 

before Wien Stadium was built. He 

is now 60. 

I was happy to have a telephone 

call from our class v.p., Phil Hobel, 

on December 20 reporting on his 

recent activities. Phil, a well-known 

film producer and distributor, goes 

to work every day at his midtown 

Manhattan office. His most recent 

movie project, now in distribution, 

is The Beaches of Agnes Varda, a 

documentary on the life and work 

of famed French auteur and actress 

Agnes Varda, who is now 80. Phil, 

87, was president of the Zeta Beta 

Tau fraternity at Columbia and 

tells me he is interested in learning 

how many of his former fraternity 

brothers have survived the 62 

years since our graduation. He can 

be reached at Hobelprod@aol.com 

and would be pleased to hear from 

ZBT brothers at that e-mail ad¬ 

dress. Phil also keeps in touch with 

Dr. Gerald Klingon (their summer 

places in East Hampton, N.Y., are 

near each other), and with Ray 

Robinson '41, acclaimed biogra¬ 

pher of Lou Gehrig '25, Will Rogers 

and Mario Lanza, and author of 

several other books on baseball. 

Ray has been active for many years 

in fundraising for research on 

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, the 

disease that took Gehrig's life. 

Thanks to Tom Vindguerra '85 

for sending me the Fall 2008 issue of 

the Bulletin of the Philolexian Founda¬ 
tion. Tom, a former CCT editor, is 

an old friend of myself and our late 

classmates. Dr. Herb Mark and 

Gerald Green. This issue contains 

MARCH/APRIL 2009 



COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY CLASS NOTES 

a report on the late I.A.L. ("Iz") 

Diamond '41, famous screenwriter 

and collaborator with film producer 

Billy Wilder on hit movies such as 

Some Like It Hot and The Apartment. 
After the recent death of Iz's wife, 

Barbara, their son, Paul, and daugh¬ 

ter, Ann, donated Iz's papers to 

the Columbia University Archives 

(Columbiana). We thus have the 

manuscripts of the four consecutive 

Varsity Shows Iz wrote in 1938-41 

before his career in Hollywood. 

Iz and I sat in the same row in 

Professor Boris Stanfield's course on 

comparative economic systems and 

the economics of the Soviet Union. 

Also in that row were Ray Robinson 

'41 and our late classmates Bob 

Chemeff (Iz's best friend). Dr. Herb 

Mark, Gerald Green and Stewart 

"Snuffy" Mcllvennan. This row 

produced not only famous writers 

Iz and Ray, but also a v.p. of Hill & 

Knowlton (Bob); a distinguished 

physician and regional v.p. of the 

American Heart Association (Herb); 

a world-famous TV producer and 

novelist of 25 books, including 

Holocaust (Gerald); an attorney and 

v.p. of a national trucking company 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Jennifer Freely 

jf226i@columbia.edu 

212-851-7438 

DEVELOPMENT Yvonne Pagan 

yv23@columbia.edu 

212-851-7446 

Henry Rolf Hecht 

^ | 11 Evergreen PI. 

■Al Demarest, NJ 07627 

hrhl5@columbia.edu 

Let's all get ready for our 65th (yes!) 

reunion on campus, Thursday, 

June 4-Sunday, June 7. Please make 

every effort to attend this grand get- 

together. Details will be sent soon. 

Special note for all who entered 

with '44, even if you graduated 

with another class, or even another 

college: We would like you to join 

us for lunch on Saturday, June 6 

(how aptly symbolic — the 65th 

anniversary of D-Day); it'll be a 

celebration of our time together. 

We'll also be glad to have you 

join part or all of the rest of our 

program, but please make a special 

effort to be there for the Saturday 

get-together. 

W. Noel Keyes '43 published Bioethical and Evo¬ 

lutionary Approaches to Medicine and the Law, for 

which he won an American Bar Association award. 

(Stew); and your current correspon¬ 

dent. Professor Stanfield could have 

had no inkling of what the future 

held for this somewhat rambunc¬ 

tious and unruly class, but I have no 

doubt he would have been pleased 

with the results. 

Writing our Class Notes depends 

a lot on my nostalgic memories of 

happy days long ago, so I was 

pleased to learn recently that psychi¬ 

atrists consider nostalgia a healthy 

emotion, deflecting loneliness and 

depression in older folks. Think back 

to good times at Columbia and of 

classmates, and send me your nos¬ 

talgic thoughts and memories. 

Kind regards and good wishes 

to all. 

Connie Maniatty 

Citi 

650 5th Ave., 24th Floor 

New York, NY 10019 

connie.s.maniatty@ 

dtigroup.com 

W. Noel Keyes, professor emeritus 

at Pepperdine law school, published 

Bioethical and Evolutionary Approaches 
to Medicine and the Law, for which he 

won an award at the annual meeting 

of the American Bar Assodation. 

Don't be shy Please write in 

with news. 

And a note for '44 members: If 

you know any of these onetime 

classmates, please make sure they 

know about this invitation — or let 

us know so we can let them know. 

Class items: 

Ted Jackson spent most of his 

career spedalizing in copyright law 

for the music and entertainment in¬ 

dustries, which led to close assoda¬ 

tion with some of the most famous 

names in American entertainment. 

Ted represented Irving Berlin 

for the last 40 years of the great 

composer's 101 years. Berlin ap¬ 

pointed Ted as chair of the God 

Bless America Fund trustees (Joe 

DiMaggio was a fellow trustee) 

and as a diredor of the Music Box 

Theatre when it was owned by 

Berlin together with the Shubert 

Organization. Ted also represented 

Frank Loesser in the negotiations 

authorizing the movie production 

of Guys & Dolls and Where's Charlie. 
And on behalf of the estate and 

family of composer Leroy Ander¬ 

son, Ted won "a drastic revision 

of their catalog contract with EMI, 

the music publisher that controlled 

most of the foreign rights to An¬ 

derson's works, providing much 

greater benefits for the family." 

As longtime general counsel 

to music publisher Carl Fischer 

Music, Ted experienced one of his 

"most exciting and exhausting 

episodes" — a Friday-to-Monday 

jaunt to Sydney, Australia, and 

back. In that extended weekend, 

he met with attorneys for the 

surviving family members of the 

author of the words for Waltz¬ 
ing Matilda, as well as the song's 

original publisher. The negotiations 

were crucial in preserving Fischer's 

U.S. ownership rights to the famed 

Aussie theme song. 

Since retiring in 2001, Ted has 

been "doing very little, except for 

losing a lot of money in the stock 

market, like everyone else." Sadly, 

in 2006, he lost his "beautiful and 

brilliant Vassar girl, Harriet, after 

only 56 years of marriage." But 

he is grateful for their "three great 

children and seven wonderful 

grandchildren"; all live not too far 

from Ted's home in Chevy Chase, 

Md. 

Still busy at 86, Southern Cal 

distinguished professor emeritus 

George Totten III (political science, 

concentrating on China, Japan and 

Korea) is bringing out a new edition 

of Song of Arirang by Helen Foster 

Snow. George edited the original 

issue and expects to follow up the 

new edition with a Chinese version. 

George's Columbia studies were 

interrupted by the call to arms, so 

he had to wait till 1946 to get his 

B.A. This was followed by a mas¬ 

ter's from Columbia, then another 

master's, as well as a Ph.D., from 

Yale. In mid-career, he attained 

a docentur in Japanology from 

Stockholm University in 1977. 

Starting as a lecturer at Columbia 

in 1954, George moved on to the 

Fletcher School of Law and Diplo¬ 

macy at Harvard and Tufts, Boston 

University, the University of Rhode 

Island and Michigan State, before 

settling at Southern Cal in 1965. 

From 1980-86, he was chair of the 

political science department. 

George retired in 1996 and last 

year moved to Shaker Heights, 

outside Cleveland, to live at the 

home of his daughter, an M.D. and 

professor at Case Western Reserve. 

45 
Clarence W. Sickles 

57 Bam Owl Dr. 

Hackettstown, NJ 07840 

csickles@goes.com 

Slim pickings this time. Of four 

honorees, only Dr. Enoch Calla¬ 

way, of Tiburon, Calif., responded 

to the CCT questionnaire. His life 

work was in psychiatry, and he 

did research in the field at UCSF, 

where he is a professor emeritus. 

Recreation and hobbies include 

playing recorder music of all sorts, 

reading plays and watching mov¬ 

ies. Aback problem has stopped 

outdoor sports. After 53 years of 

marriage, Dorothy, whom Enoch 

met as an undergraduate when 

she was studying sculpture under 

Maldarelli, died in 2001. 

Four children are Rebecca, 

Deborah, Gaviah and Sage. A 

great-granddaughter attended TC, 

and another is studying molecular 

energy in California. Faculty re¬ 

membrances are classes with Lionel 

"Dream Boat" Trilling '25, rowing 

with Chaplain Knox, Professor 

Farwell throwing lab stuff at him 

for sleeping in physics and then 

giving him an A with the comment: 

"Any man that can sleep through 

my lectures and ace the exam can't 

be stupid." Also, having Douglas 

Moore at the piano "opened doors I 

never knew existed," having dinner 

with Dean Herbert Hawkes and lis¬ 

tening to the first FM radio station 

with Dr. Armstrong. 

Enoch came from LaGrange, Ga., 

population 20,000, and almost lost 

his scholarship the first year. Dean 

Hawkes told his father that Enoch 

had been majoring in "New York." 

The experience Enoch remembers 

is walking back to Hartley Hall 

around twilight by the sundial, 

thinking to himself, "You are so 

incredibly lucky to be here." There 

was the time Enoch tried out for a 

play before Josh Logan, who said, 

"If I need to put on a minstrel show. 

I'll call you." Enoch added that his 

accent was worse then, although he 

did not say what it was. 

I'm curious about the nature of 

the accent as perhaps are other class¬ 

mates; would love to hear from you 

to satisfy my curiosity, Enoch. 

Enoch's friends at the Col¬ 

lege included roommate Lew 

Townsend '47, Winn Gaffron '46, 

Jim Kerley (all entered the service, 

and Lew and Winn came back after 

the war to graduate at a later date), 

Howie Wilson, John Peck, Francis 

Rigney and Elliot Osserman, a 

pre-med student. 

Great to feature such an interest¬ 

ing response to the CCT question¬ 

naire. Thanks, Enoch. 

As the Good Book says for 

future nominees: "Go, and do thou 

likewise." Who knows where that 

comes from? (See end.) 

It would be remiss of our class 

not to acknowledge the faithful 

and dedicated years of service 

given the College by Dean Austin 

Quigley, who is leaving his post on 

July 1. Only Dean Hawkes, who 

held the deanship of the College 

from 1918-43, served longer. The 

Class of 1945 trusts that the bronze 

desk-size statue of the Columbia 

Lion presented to Dean Quigley 

as a class gift at our 60th reunion 

served as an inspiration to him and 

will do so for the future dean. We 

proclaim for Dean Quigley and 

for the following dean, "Roar, lion, 

roar!" 

Our 65th reunion is only one 
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year away, and that occasion 

should be addressed. A reunion 

committee is being formed with 

more volunteers needed for two 

meetings this year in June and Sep¬ 

tember. And ideas for the reunion 

are called for from classmates afar. 

Two thoughts I have in mind: a 

sidewalk clock with "COLUMBIA 

1945" on one side and "KING'S 

COLLEGE" on the other in place of 

numerals, costing around $20,000, 

plus a cash gift of $65,000. I'll bet 

we have some affluent classmate 

who could foot the whole bill at 

one shot. But that won't be the 

request; it will be an entire class 

effort. How does this strike you? 

Our honorees this time, chosen 

at random and to whom a CCT 
questionnaire will be sent, are 

Thaddeus J. Czarnomski of Scotch 

Plains, N.J.; Carl K. Hammergren 

of Denver; Bertram J. Malenka of 

Belmont, Mass.; and Warren Saun¬ 

ders of Houston. May I hear from 

or about these honorees? 

Answer to question above: The 

parable of the Good Samaritan, 

Luke 10:37. 

Bernard Sunshine 

255 Overlook Rd. 

New Rochelle, NY 10804 

bsims@optonline.net 

[Editor's note: CCT incorrectly 

identified Herb Hendin's class year 

on page 38 of the January/February 

issue. He is a member of the Class 

of '46. We apologize for the error.] 

Herbert Gold may be our class' 

most prolific published writer. He 

has written 20 novels and dozens of 

short stories, essays, and newspaper 

and magazine articles. His most 

recent book. Still Alive! A Temporary 
Condition, brought major reviews 

in The New York Times, San Francisco 
Chronicle and the Los Angeles Times. 
"Gold Still has a Midas Touch," 

headlined the L.A Times review, 

which credited Allen Ginsberg '48 

for having brought Herb to the 

reviewers' attention many years 

before. 

Of Herb, who lives in San Fran¬ 

cisco, the critic wrote: "If America 

had the literary culture it ought to 

have, every city would have a writer 

like Herbert Gold." Another said: 

"Still Alive..." was "prose rich in 

wise wonder." 

In his letter to me. Herb refers to 

his book as "a memoiristic history 

and meditation centered on the 

peculiarities of aging and memory, 

including my years at Columbia 

and [in] New York; and the career 

of writing." 

Herb grew up in Cleveland, en¬ 

tered Columbia in fall 1942, trained 

in WWII as a Russian interpreter 

and paratrooper, and went to Paris, 

where he wrote his first novel, on 

a Fulbright Scholarship. He notes 

friendships with Columbians Walt 

Boyce, Ginsberg, Keith Gourley, 

Ted Hoffman '44, Jack Kerouac '44, 

Martin Rosenberg and Charlie 

Simmons, and recalls particularly 

teachers Mark Van Doren, Lionel 

Trilling '25, Irwin Edman '17 and 

Oscar Campbell. 

Herb's letter continues: "It might 

also amuse you that I recently 

played a cameo in my son Ari '92's 

first feature film Adventures of Power, 
which was shown at the Sundance 

Film Festival. I play, very briefly, an 

80-year-old blind rock drummer, 

although I am not blind, not a rock 

drummer and no longer 80 years 

old. My son says it's typecasting." 

Herb, is an Oscar in the offing? 

Is King Lear next? 

Regarding the future. Herb says 

that writers never stop writing and 

always are on the lookout for the 

next book. Herb writes, "I read the 

Class Notes with nostalgia, and 

am gratified by news of people I 

remember and keep up with, al¬ 

though as the years go by, the news 

is often dire." 

Fritz Stem gained further 

international recognition when he 

was awarded the Brueckepreis, the 

German-Polish prize for reconcili¬ 

ation. The prize was established by 

sister cities Goerlitz and Zgorzelec 

on the line between Germany and 

Poland, to honor people who have 

seryed as "bridge builders." Fritz 

says it was a splendid ceremony 

held in both cities. He is the first 

American to be honored. Con¬ 

gratulations, Fritz. 

Bernie Goldman keeps busy in 

hunting season in Colorado. One 

of 10 Advanced Master Hunter 

Education instructors in the state 

out of a cadre of 450 volunteer 

instructors, he has been teaching 

for 32 years. Bernie has received a 

number of awards and citations for 

his work. Kudos to Bernie. 

A memorial plaque honoring 

Columbians who died in America's 

wars has been placed in the lobby 

of Butler Library (South Hall in our 

time). Eleven men of '46 who fell in 

WWII are listed on the memorial's 

Web site (www.warmemorial.col 

umbia.edu): John Rankin Andrews, 

Henry John Dehnert Jr., Richard 

Henry Di Sesa, Donald Peter 

Heider, Jay Maurice Kimmelman, 

John Alger MacDonald, John An¬ 

thony Miller, Larry Muss, Martin 

Rosenberg, Rudolph David Sideri 

and Alexander Luke Wladyke. 

I found calling up the site, 

which includes a picture of the 

deceased in some cases, moving 

and meaningful. As they become 

known, names will be added. Let 

me know of any other classmates 

who should be included on the 

honor roll. 

47 
Bert Sussman 

155 W. 68th St., Apt. 27D 

New York, NY 10023 

shirbrt@nyc.rr.com 

It seems that we have reached an 

age when many of us look back on 

the high points (so far) in our lives. 

Two classmates who wrote for this 

issue are cases in point. Arthur Ash- 

kin spent his life as a physicist, yet 

he wrote that the College's humani¬ 

ties and Core Curriculum programs 

had as large an influence on him as 

did his physics courses. He was sec¬ 

ond in our class on graduation day 

and that day won the Alfred Moritz 

Michaelis Prize, the first of many 

awards. After 40 years at Bell Labs, 

Arthur says, "I retired as head of its 

laser science research department." 

Arthur was elected "to the 

National Academy of Sciences [and] 

the National Academy of Engineer¬ 

ing, mainly for my discovery of 

laser trapping of small particles and 

work in optics." His description of 

laser trapping: "Optical trapping 

with so-called optical tweezers al¬ 

lows one to optically confine small 

particles, single atoms, molecules 

and even living biological cells, held 

only by laser light beams. One can 

study these particles in great detail 

while at rest. This technique is now 

widely used in physics, chemistry 

and biology and has led to two No¬ 

bel Prizes in physics (by others)." 

Arthur's array of awards is 

staggering. A small sample: "The 

Frederic Ives/Jams W. Quinn 

Endowment (the highest award 

of the Optical Society of America), 

the Townes Award of the American 

Optical Society and, most recently, 

the Harvey Prize from Technion in 

Israel for the invention of optical 

tweezers." 

Arthur has, so far, written more 

than 100 scientific papers, been 

granted almost 50 patents (he is 

still inventing in his lab at home) 

and recently completed a 900-page 

book on laser trapping. He also 

wrote, "I've been happily married 

for 54 years and have three chil¬ 

dren and five grandchildren." 

Ed Cramer sent a fascinating 

clipping from the November 

13 issue of The New York Times. 
Paraphrasing a bit — with Ed's 

assistance — the article follows: 

Having in mind the desire of the 

American Civil Liberties Union 

and Human Rights First to pursue 

a criminal investigation of the 

Bush presidency. The New York 
Times contacted Ed, who played 

a dramatic role in blocking an 

investigation into Harry Truman's 

presidency after he left office. 

The Times' subsequent article told 

about the attempt to subpoena 

Truman after he had been replaced 

by Dwight Eisenhower. Truman's 

desire not to comply resulted in 

Ed playing a role that may affect 

history again should an attempt 

be made to subpoena Bush. In 

brief, Truman asked his lawyer, 

Samuel Rosenman, for help. But 

there was little time available for 

legal research. Ed, then a young 

lawyer in Rosenmaris law firm, 

recalled being summoned with 

two colleagues to their boss's office 

at 6 p.m. and told to come up with 

something by 9 the next morn¬ 

ing. They did, and their research 

helped dictate Truman's letter tell¬ 

ing the congressional committee he 

did not have to testify — or even 

appear at the hearing. 

"I think we were wrong" about 

whether Truman had to show up, 

Ed told the Times. But in 1953 the 

House Un-American Activities 

Committee dropped the matter 

so the legal position was not chal¬ 

lenged. And until now it has never 

been tested in court, although it 

might have been, as Nixon used 

it as one of his arguments during 

Watergate. The Supreme Court 

has never ruled whether an ex- 

President has residual powers to 

keep information secret, but if the 

issue comes before the court now, 

you can expect Ed's letter to figure 

in their deliberations. 

Durham Caldwell 

15 Ashland Ave. 

Springfield, MA 01119 

durham-c@att.net 

Class Notes correspondents oper¬ 

ate on the premise that every class¬ 

mate we contact has a story. That 

certainly is the case with Frederick 

Reif of Pittsburgh. Fred was born 

in Vienna and, as a boy, was one 

of 930 Jewish refugees who sailed 

from Hamburg, Germany, in May 

1939 aboard the St. Louis, the ship 

that was turned away by Cuba, the 

United States, Canada and other 

Western Hemisphere countries. 

Britain, France, Belgium and the 

Netherlands accepted the refugees. 

Fred, his younger sister and his 

mother were among the 224 taken 

in by France. On the German inva¬ 

sion of France a year later, the trio 

escaped to unoccupied France, the 

southern part of the country. The 

United States was then enforcing 

stringent immigration quotas. "Af¬ 

ter about a year of seeking visas," 

Fred recalls, "our number came up 

in November 1941." 

Fred was then 14. His sister was 

6. With their mother, they traveled 

through Spain and Portugal and 

were able to board a ship in Lisbon 

for New York, where Fred had an 

aunt. He went to high school at Er¬ 

asmus Hall in Brooklyn — "I had 

to learn English" — and did well 

enough to earn a Pulitzer Scholar¬ 

ship, one of 10 a year awarded to 
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New York high school students. 

One of its perquisites: free tuition 

at Columbia. 

Fred went on to earn a Ph.D. in 

physics at Harvard, a professorship 

in physics and then in physics and 

education at UC Berkeley, where he 

taught for 30 years, and a similar 

professorship at Carnegie Mellon, 

running from 1989 through retire¬ 

ment in 2000. He's now professor 

emeritus. What's he been doing 

in retirement? For one thing, he's 

written a book. Applying Cogni¬ 
tive Science to Education: Thinking 
and Learning in Scientific and Other 
Complex Domains. 

As a matter of fact, Fred has au¬ 

thored or co-authored a number of 

publications. Amazon.com currently 

lists nine of them. The Carnegie Mel¬ 

lon Web site notes: "His recent and 

current work has addressed the fol¬ 

lowing goals: (a) To acquire a better 

understanding of the cognitive pro¬ 

cesses required for scientific work 

(b) To exploit such understanding to 

design and implement more effec¬ 

tive physics instruction." 

Charlie Cole, one of '48's most 

inveterate story tellers, has a cou¬ 

ple about his Columbia roommate, 

basketball star Walt Budko '46E. 

(Walt has his photo, as a classmate, 

in our 1948 Columbian but has since 

elected to affiliate with Engineer¬ 

ing.) It seems that Charlie, in an 

effort to get Walt out of New York 

City one summer, took his roomie 

up to the family farm in Leomin¬ 

ster, Mass. "There were horses on 

the farm, " remembers Charlie. 

"I got a couple of girls I knew 

from high school. We saddled up 

and went out and stopped at the 

edge of a field. The horse Walt 

was riding must7 ve sensed Walt 

didn't have much confidence. The 

horse turned around and galloped 

lickety-split back to the bam with 

Walt hanging on for dear life." 

Walt was also put to work in 

the Cole family's ice business, 

which was still using horse-drawn 

delivery wagons. Walt told Charlie 

recently, "I didn't have to remember 

the route. The horse knew where to 

stop." All Walt had to do, according 

to Charlie, was to read the number 

on the sign in the customer's win¬ 

dow and take in a block of ice of the 

appropriate size. 

Charlie also is still waxing enthu¬ 

siastic about last spring's reunion. 

"A highlight," he calls it. "Still can't 

fathom why more do not attend." 

Robert Miller is a retired physi¬ 

cist who had the good sense to retire 

to Cotuit, Mass., on Cape Cod, just 

two towns beyond where I had the 

good fortune to grow up. "We like 

it here," he says, even though he's 

given up his sailboat and no longer 

plays tennis. Bob spent just three 

years at Columbia College, picking 

up credits during one summer 

A large group of Class of '46 alumni gathered for a luncheon in New York 
in October. Attending were (bottom row, left to right) Don Summa, Aihud 
Pevsner, John Ledes and Bernard Sunshine; (second row, left to right) 
Irwin Nydick, Leonard Moss and Mel Holson; (third row, left to right) 
Richard Heffner, Herbert Hendin and Jacob Israel; (fourth row, left to 
right) Melvin Horwitz, Martin Silbersweig and Marvin Aronson; and (top 
row, left to right) Norman Cohen, Malvin Ruderman and I. Meyer Pincus. 

session and during three years in 

the Army. He didn't get involved in 

campus activities because he "was 

too busy studying" and commuted 

daily from Yonkers. But he stayed on 

for a master's degree and a Ph.D. in 

physics. 

Bob had 34 years with AT&T's 

Bell Laboratories in New Jersey. 

He earned five patents, "the most 

important of which was the optical 

parametric oscillator." What7s that. 

Bob? "Too complicated to explain." 

Bob spent most of his Army 

service as a gunner on a Sherman 

tank. His outfit was on the front in 

northern France with Patch's 7th 

Army, then with Patton's 3rd. He 

had the experience of driving his 

tank across the Rhine at Worms 

on a pontoon bridge. With Patton, 

he recalls, "we moved 24 hours 

a day. He kept us on the run. He 

knew how to use tanks." Once 

on the Autobahn, Bob's company 

advanced up to 60 miles in a single 

day as the war was ending. 

John Leaman, of Glen Ridge, 

N.J., is an ophthalmologist retired 

for seven years now. He studied at 

Albany Medical College and had 

a residency at the New York Eye 

& Ear Infirmary after graduating 

from Columbia, where his pre-med 

education was interrupted by 1% 

years in the Navy. John specialized 

in retinal diseases and vitreous 

and retinal surgery and claims the 

distinction of being New Jersey's 

first retinal specialist. 

In retirement, John says, "I 

fiddle with my computer, help 

out around the house ... and have 

been to Italy a few times. I like it 

there very much." His destinations 

have included Florence, Naples 

and the part of the country north 

of Florence. 

Norman Levy went to NYU's 

medical school and had psychi¬ 

atric training at the Creedmoor 

Psychiatric Center in Queens. He 

practiced psychiatry in New Ro¬ 

chelle, N.Y., for 39 years, including 

service with the Crisis Intervention 

Service of Westchester County. Fol¬ 

lowing retirement, Norman moved 

back to his native Manhattan and 

lives in an apartment on West End 

Avenue. Retirement activities in¬ 

clude volunteering at the American 

Museum of Natural History (he's 

an "explainer" in the fourth-floor 

fossil exhibits) and studying sculp¬ 

ture at the Art Students League. 

Norm and his wife, Helene, 

celebrated their golden wedding 

anniversary last March. They are 

proud of their children even though 

none of the three went to Columbia 

College, settling for educations at 

such places as Princeton, Harvard 

and the University of Virginia. 

Daughter Lisa '90L is partner in 

a Manhattan law firm. Daughter 

Gina is trying her hand at filmmak¬ 

ing in Los Angeles. Son Clifford is 

Moscow bureau chief for The New 
York Times. Clifford won a Pulitzer 

Prize in 2003 for a series exposing 

shortcomings in adult homes for the 

mentally ill in New York City. The 

articles were instrumental in bring¬ 

ing about a number of changes in 

the system. 
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We are three months into the New 

Year as well as the new administra¬ 

tion! Columbia's first alumnus as 

President! These are historic times 

indeed. 

It is our reunion year, and we 

should all commit to attending. This 

will be the first year that Dean's 

Day is incorporated into Alumni 

Reunion Weekend. Dean's Days 

past always have been stimulating 

as well as being the occasion to re¬ 

new acquaintances ... just one more 

reason to make certain you show 

up "for class." 

The lasting imprint of our under¬ 

graduate days is articulated in the 

following note from Jean Turgeon '48: 

"Sir, 

"Though I graduated in '48, 

I took CC with members of the 

Class of '49, after transferring from 

McGill in Sept. '45. 

"I had Professor Randall for 

CCA1 and Schneider for CCB1, 

both philosophers. While they 

were excellent teachers, I feel that 

the courses would have been more 

interesting if taught by historians 

(CCA) and political scientists 

(CCB) . This is quite subjective, I ad¬ 

mit: I was a chemistry major with 

little interest outside of science and 

mathematics. 

"I would like to hear the views 

of anyone who took those courses. 

"J. Turgeon: jt478@columbia.edu." 

I suspect that Jean may have 

picked up on some previous col¬ 

umn of ours regarding our under¬ 

graduate concentrations. Hence he 

has written to the '49 rather than 

his '48 correspondent. 

Jean, you are welcome here as 

well as in '48, but don't address me 

as "Sir" ever again ... makes me 

feel old! Nevertheless, the text of 

this note relates to the singular op¬ 

portunity to revisit those exciting 

adventures of the mind on Dean's 

Day. Don't miss it! 

We could not predict the weath¬ 

er, three weeks before the event, but 

it was winter and at this writing 

my crystal ball shows a respectable 

crowd on Low Plaza witnessing the 

historic inauguration of President 

Barack Obama '83. [Editor's note: 

See related feature.] 

How proud are we all, and how 

proud must the Class of '83 be? 

Looking forward to hearing 

more from you for the next column 

and seeing all of you at reunion! 

Speaking of which, please try 

your hardest to make it to our 60th, 

Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 7. 

There will be tons of events, and 

the more of us who attend, the 

more fun we'll have. Columbia and 

the neighborhood have changed a 

lot in the last six decades, but we 
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have a chance to show everyone 

that the spirit stays the same. 

EBfl Mario Palmieri 

11 33 Lakeview Ave. W. 

ii Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

mapal@bestweb.net 

Ray Annino has posted a new 

show of his watercolors on his 

Web site, rayannino.com. The new 

show is a mixture of winter and 

farm scenes, 11 pictures; his earlier 

works also can be viewed — there 

are 93 of those. Ray specializes in 

New England and western New 

York landscapes, seascapes, and 

fishing and skiing scenes, but he 

exhibits some still lifes as well. 

John Rosenberg has retired 

after nearly half a century of teach¬ 

ing at Columbia. For several years 

he was the William Peterfield Trent 

Professor of English at Columbia. 

John is continuing to teach his fa¬ 

vorite course. Literature Humani¬ 

ties, as a member of the Society of 

Fellows. 

Two of our classmates died in 

combat in the Korean War: Robert 

Buchmann and Thomas McVeigh. 

Bob and Tom, who were lieutenants 

in the Marine Corps, have been me¬ 

morialized on the Columbia Univer¬ 

sity Roll of Honor, the University's 

Alumni Reunion Weekend, Thurs¬ 

day, June 4-Sunday, June 7. All 

Columbia alumni will be invited to 

attend social and academic events 

on those days. Gerald Sherwin '55, 

president emeritus of the Alumni 

Association and president of his 

class, sees this as a great opportu¬ 

nity. "My class and many of my 

contemporaries have used Dean's 

Day as an informal annual reunion, 

and now the College is designing a 

program that will allow the day to 

be a mini-reunion each and every 

year," he said in CCT. You can get 

details about the new program 

on the Alumni Office's events 

page: www.college.columbia.edu/ 

alumni/events. 

On December 19, The New York 
Times reported on the Empire State 

Development Corp.'s approval of 

the University's plan to expand 

its campus into Manhattanville 

in western Harlem. This site, 

comprising some 17 acres bordered 

by Broadway and Riverside Drive 

between 125th and 133rd Streets, 

would, during the next 25 years, 

become the home of 16 new build¬ 

ings largely for graduate schools, 

research, housing and recreation. 

The campus also would include 

open public areas and allow 

Columbia to expand its programs 

helping the community. 

John Rosenberg '50 has retired after nearly half a centu¬ 

ry of teaching at Columbia. He still teaches his favorite 

course. Lit Hum, as a member of the Society of Fellows. 

war memorial, which was dedicated 

in December. [Editor's note: see 

"Around the Quads."] Bob and 

Tom both were awarded the Silver 

Star for valor in combat (twice for 

Bob), and Tom received the Bronze 

Star as well. Phil Bergovoy and his 

wife, Hindy, attended the dedica¬ 

tion ceremony. The memorial can be 

visited and searched online: www. 

warmemorial.columbia.edu. 

Sad to report, Eugene Plotnik of 

Hartsdale, N.Y., died in October. 

George Koplinka 

75 Chelsea Rd. 

White Plains, NY 10603 

desiah@aol.com 

Let's start with this year's Dean's 

Day. Traditionally, Dean's Day 

has been held on the Momingside 

campus in the early spring. CC '51 

always provides a large turnout, 

topping most of the College alumni 

classes with enthusiastic attendees. 

In case you missed page 10 in the 

November/December CCT, here 

are the details in a nutshell. Dean's 

Day 2009 is being combined with 

In a survey of several class 

members, not intended to be an 

in-depth study, opinions are quite 

varied regarding our alma mater's 

long-range development plans for 

campus expansion. Ted Bihuniak, 

involved with a $4 million expan¬ 

sion project of his church in Wilton, 

Conn., wondered how Columbia 

is going to finance a project that 

will require more than $6 billion. 

Although not opposed to the 

project, Ted is concerned whether 

Columbia's endowment of just 

more than $7 billion (as reported in 

June) can take the pressure of this 

huge undertaking, even though 

University officials have indicated 

the plan is less vulnerable to the 

economy due to the 25-year time¬ 

line and strong financing in the 

form of big donations. Somewhat 

philosophically, Ted concluded that 

Columbia's method of expansion is 

like the chef carving a Hungarian 

sausage, one small slice at a time! 

John Harms, in Littleton, Colo., 

has a budding project of his own. 

A geologist by trade with a Ph.D. 

from the University of Colorado, 

and long experienced in oil explo¬ 

ration and production, John has 

embarked on a new venture in the 

Rockies: finding new sources of 

oil. The idea looked pretty good 

when a barrel was selling for $140. 

Even at $80-$90 a barrel, explora¬ 

tion seemed worthwhile. Now, 

with plunging prices, John is not 

so sure about the future. Looking 

at Columbia's endowment dollars 

and aware of what the economy 

has done to other Ivy League 

schools' financial reserves, John 

feels our alma mater should be 

more conservative in expansion 

planning, considering final costs 

frequently wind up far higher than 

predicted. 

Lester Becker, retired president 

of Custom Films/Video who now 

lives in Pacific Palisades, Calif., 

concludes that long-term invest¬ 

ment in real estate is a good idea. 

Columbia may be on the right 

track for the future, he says, but 

what about right now? Lester 

feels some of the buildings on the 

current campus are in need of 

renovation. Although generally 

a "low-profile kind of a person," 

Lester feels Columbia should be 

spending more money preserving 

what it already owns. 

From his home in Albuquerque, 

Jim Lowe addressed the question 

of eminent domain. Despite New 

York State's approval of Colum¬ 

bia's expansion plans, several 

landowners and residents have 

retained legal counsel to derail any 

plan that would attempt to compel 

owners to accept a predetermined 

price for their properties. Jim is 

concerned that liberal interpreta¬ 

tions of eminent domain powers 

may deny property owners their 

rights guaranteed by the Constitu¬ 

tion of the United States. In fact, 

according to The New York Times 
article, one land owner has spent 

more than $1 million fighting 

Columbia's expansion plans and 

intends to spend millions more. 

(Jim, while wrestling with health 

problems from many years of 

exposure to asbestos during his 

naval ship building career, gathers 

courage from the reading of the 

Julian Barnes book: "There's noth¬ 

ing to be frightened of.)" 

Edgar (Ed) Hakim shares Jim's 

concerns about eminent domain. 

He is not happy with governmen¬ 

tal incursions into the rights of 

citizens to keep property despite 

such proclamations by develop¬ 

ment officials that eminent domain 

enables "pursuing a project of 

importance to the city and state of 

which Columbia is the sponsor." 

(Ed also is a Navy veteran, having 

served after graduation as an air 

intelligence officer.) In retirement, 

he is on the board of directors of 

the Columbia University Alumni 

Association of Southern California. 

Peter DeBlasio, prior to gradu¬ 

ating from the College and law 

school at Columbia, had a tour of 

duty with the Navy. For a year, 

he was an airplane pusher on the 

carrier Midway in the Mediterra¬ 

nean. This activity prepared him 

for Lou Little's Lions and some 

football mayhem. Pete also won 

some handball championships 

in his youth. Now a retired trial 

lawyer living on Staten Island, he 

keeps healthy at the athletic club. 

Although without knowing all 

the facts, and not having a great 

deal of experience with eminent 

domain cases, Pete agrees that in 

this economy, he would be inclined 

to favor the Manhattanville project. 

If Columbia is correct in predict¬ 

ing 14,000 new construction jobs 

and 6,000 new University jobs, the 

timetable fits the Obama admin¬ 

istration's economic revival plan 

perfectly. 

Elliot Wales agrees with Peter's 

thinking. Although slowing down 

his practice of law, he pointed 

out a Supreme Court decision 

some years ago when the city of 

New Haven, Conn., condemned 

some property of holdouts who 

disrupted the renewal plans of the 

city. By a 5-4 decision, the court 

held that local governments could 

condemn land for the greater good 

of the community. Elliot, noting the 

expansion plans of NYU and Ford- 

ham, concludes that Columbia's 

future success will be determined 

by having new facilities to provide 

educational experiences in research 

and technology beyond what can 

be offered on the current campus. 

Classmates are invited to submit 

comments on this subject, pro and 

con, along with suggestions for 

other timely topics to be discussed 

in future issues of CCT. And there 

remains the question of Columbia 

having sufficient endowment 

funds for scholarships and grants 

for its students of limited financial 

means. So, don't forget to send in 

your contribution to the Columbia 

College Fund. 

Sidney Prager 

20 Como Ct. 

Manchester, NJ 08759 

sidmax9@aol.com 

Invariably in a person's life, un¬ 

expected dramatic and traumatic 

events will occur. If one is lucky, 

there will be help available. Hope¬ 

fully, the person will be able to talk 

about the event. 

On November 28, the day after 

Thanksgiving, your reporter and 

his wife, Maxine, were driving 

home after a nice visit to our son 

and his family in Scarsdale, N.Y. 

We were heading south on the 

Garden State Parkway. At about 
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9:30 p.m., at about exit 94, our 

car went left off the road into an 

embankment. The car swerved 

as I tried to control it, and it then 

rolled over a number of times 

and finally stopped upside down. 

My wife and I were both hanging 

from our seatbelts in the over¬ 

turned car. The belts were very 

tight and we could not release 

them. Cars pulled off the road and 

lit up our overturned vehicle with 

their headlights. People got out 

and came over to help us. They 

reached in and unbuckled our 

seatbelts. They helped my wife 

out via the passenger door. My 

door was jammed closed and the 

side window was broken. People 

reached in, grabbed my feet and 

swiftly pulled me out through the 

broken window. 

These anonymous people offered 

reassuring words, blankets to keep 

us warm and various forms of 

material to wrap around bleeding 

wounds. When the state police 

and ambulance arrived, these 

anonymous people faded back into 

the night. They had voluntarily 

stopped, came to our aid and then 

left. No compensation was request¬ 

ed; only good wishes offered. 

Can anyone doubt or question 

the inherent goodness that exists in 

most human beings? Our car was 

wrecked, but my wife and I are 

recovering from our injuries and 

hopefully when you read this, we 

will be fully recovered. 

There has to be an easier way to 

get news to put in this column. 

Congratulations to James M. 

McDowell. He was recognized by 

the Ohio State Bar Association in 

2008 for 50 years of service to the 

legal profession. James practices 

probate and trust law in Cleveland, 

mindful of his good education at 

Columbia. 

Dr. Bruno J. Bellinfante writes, 

"On looking back on my 79 years 

of life, there is no doubt that my 

years at Columbia College were a 

high point. Another was my years 

as a medical student in Rome. That 

was followed by a great experience 

as the Third Marine Division psy¬ 

chiatrist in Southeast Asia in the 

1960s. After that, there was a fairly 

satisfying practice of psychiatry on 

Park Avenue. Relationships, I've 

had a few, but no marriages or chil¬ 

dren. Oh well. I've traveled a good 

deal, and I like living a long time 

because I am fascinated by all the 

new things. When asked to speak 

at a dinner or celebration, I usually 

say, 'I am a man of few words, and 

I have said them/ " 

Attilio Bisio, also '53E (B.S.) 

and '54E (M.S.), was one of the 

small number of engineering 

students in our class. After a short 

stint in industry, he returned to 

the Engineering School to be an 

instructor. Attilio in 1957 joined 

a development group for what 

is now ExxonMobil and worked 

in engineering, manufacturing 

and research in the United States 

and abroad. Since his retirement 

in 1986, Attilio at different times 

has been the executive director 

of a petroleum/chemical trade 

association, the editor for almost 

four years of Chemical Engineering 
Progress (the monthly magazine of 

the American Institute of Chemi¬ 

cal Engineers), a Fulbright Scholar 

in Malaysia and a consultant. He 

has written a score of articles, 

coauthored four books, which 

he claims are both dull and of 

interest only to a limited audience, 

and edited three other books and 

two multivolume encyclopedias. 

Married to Rosemary Ronzoni 

'54 Barnard, they share three sons 

and six grandchildren. Attilio is 

slowly writing a history of the 

Fischer-Tropsch coal-to-liquids 

process but finds being with 

the grandchildren more excit¬ 

ing and rewarding than writing. 

His consulting practice has been 

reduced to one client who refuses 

to go away. 

It is with great sadness that we 

note the following obituaries: Dr. 

Peter E. Barry, Cumberland Fore¬ 

side, Maine, on July 5,2008; John A. 

Blessing Jr., Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., 

on July 22,2008; and Leo L. Ward, 

Pottsville, Pa., on May 19,2008 (see 

January/February Obituaries). Also, 

Dr. Arnold Schussheim, Great 

Neck, N.Y., on December 5,2008. 

The Class of 1952 sends its 

condolences to the families of our 

departed classmates. 

Your classmates are interested in 

you. Don't be shy about sending up¬ 

dates to your reporter at sidmax9@ 

aol.com. Please enter Columbia 1952 

as the subject so that your reporter 

will know if s about our class. 

Lew Robins 

1221 Stratfield Rd. 

Fairfield, CT 06825 

lewrobins@aol.com 

Sad to say, Jim Steiner sent an 

e-mail indicating that one of our 

most colorful classmates, Ladi- 

slaus "Ladi" Perenyi, passed 

away peacefully, surrounded by 

his family, on December 27 after a 

four-year battle with melanoma. I 

talked to his wife, Ann, who told 

me that Ladi had a great, satisfying 

career as an engineering trouble¬ 

shooter, and had lived a charmed 

life. Ann recalled that Ladi loved 

to ride his bicycle and would ride 

100 miles from their home to San 

Diego as a member of a biking 

club. While working in China, Ladi 

encouraged quite a number of 

students to come to America, and 

he arranged for them to receive the 

necessary financial support from 

American universities. As a result, 

Ann indicated that he had a legion 

of Chinese friends who had been 

able to immigrate and become U.S. 

citizens. 

About 10 or 15 yeas ago (how 

time flies), I discovered that as 

a hobby, Ladi grew orchids in a 

potting shed on his property in 

California. At the same time, I 

learned that Ladi's Phi Gamma 

Delta fraternity brother, Rolon 

Reed, had retired to a farm in 

Florida where he used manure 

from his flock of sheep to fertilize 

his land. Knowing that Ladi grew 

orchids, Rolon and I cooked up a 

scheme to help Ladi grow superior 

orchids by sending him a package 

of Rolon's dried manure. During 

the course of our conversation, 

Ann remembered the arrival of 

Rolon's manure. "I thought it 

was a sign that Ladi's Columbia 

classmates were becoming senile. 

Didn't they know that orchids 

don't grow in fertilized soil? They 

grow in redwood chips." 

Jim Steiner, Henry Villaume 

and Ladi were close friends. As 

members of the ROTC program, 

they marched on South Field 

every week, spent two years in 

the Engineering School under the 

professional option program and 

spent three years in the Navy's 

mine force in Charleston, S.C. Jim 

remembers that after having great 

trouble falling asleep in his tiny 

room at the Phi Gamma Delta 

house, Ladi found a remedy. Every 

night, he drank a bottle of India 

Ale before going to bed. The magi¬ 

cal brew came in an unusual green 

bottle. After they were emptied, 

Ladi added the bottle to the collec¬ 

tion he kept on his window sill. 

Henry recalls that Ladi was 

first assigned to the U.S.S. Siskin 
[MS-58]. However, shortly after 

he arrived, Ladi was crushed to 

receive a correspondence from 

the high command that his ship 

had received a new designation, 

MSC(0)-58. The (0) indicated that 

Ladi's ship was officially obsolete. 

In an e-mail, Henry wrote, "As 

you may recall, Ladi was tall and 

almost stately, and he didn't think 

being assigned to an obsolete 

minesweeper was a fitting reward 

for a stately ensign who had grad¬ 

uated from Columbia's Engineer¬ 

ing School." Henry remembers 

that Ladi was quick to point that 

out to anyone who would listen. 

While in Engineering School, 

Henry, Jim and Ladi were 

given the chance to interview with 

Procter & Gamble in Cincinnati. 

After returning to the campus, 

Henry, Jim and Ladi compared 

notes about their interviews, and 

Henry remembers Ladi's telling 

observations: "I'm not going to 

work for any company where 

those interviewing engineers are 

wearing suits of lower quality 

than I wear as an impoverished 

student." Ladi went to the land 

of big cigars and motor cars to 

work for Beckman Instruments in 

California. 

Ladi's full name was Ladislaus 

Joseph Perenyi II. His father was 

Ladislaus Joseph Perenyi. His only 

child is Ladislaus Joseph Perenyi 

III. Ann and Ladi's grandson is 

Ladislaus Daniel Perenyi. Their 

grandson calls himself Daniel. To 

put it mildly, Ladi was a memo¬ 

rable, colorful, articulate, highly in¬ 

telligent classmate. Without doubt, 

he was a character. Henry probably 

wrote it best, "He was a one-of-a- 

kind." Jim summed up the way all 

of us who knew Ladi feel: "We lost 

a good friend." 

Henry, who happily lives with 

his wife. Sue, in New Hampshire 

within sight of Mount Washington, 

sent along the following informa¬ 

tion about his highly active life. 

"I have turned into a crusty 

old grump who takes pride in my 

bumper sticker, 'UNEMPLOY¬ 

MENT — Made in China,' which 

gamers no small number of posi¬ 

tive comments from our redneck 

crowd. Peter, our youngest son, 

and I are in the thermal seminar 

and custom thermal design busi¬ 

ness. The focus of work is no lon¬ 

ger with telecommunications and 

computer equipment but with LED 

lighting systems. Something new 

is around every comer, which is 

why this is still fun after more than 

50 years as a practicing ME. Our 

grandson, Patrick, is a junior at 

R.I.T. doing mechanical engineer¬ 

ing with an automotive major." 
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54 
Howard Falberg 

13710 Paseo Bonita 

Poway, CA 92064 

westmontgr@aol.com 

It seems like our 50th reunion was 

months ago, but the 55th will be 

here in a few months. Mark your 

calendar, and do your best to 

attend as many events as possible 

from Thursday, June 4-Sunday, 

June 7. 

Sometimes I look at the current 

year date and I'm amazed at how 

long it has been since we entered 

Columbia in 1950. While our num¬ 

bers have diminished somewhat, 

the majority of classmates are still 
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alive and kicking and contributing 

to our families and to the various 

communities in which we live. 

Peter Ehrenhaft continues his 

involvement in legal affairs both 

domestic and abroad. He recently 

was recognized by the American 

Bar Association International Law 

Section with an Extraordinary 

Service Award. George Fadok, 

with justifiable pride, reports that 

his son is a general in the Air Force 

and is director for strategy, policies 

and plans for the U.S. Southern 

Command, which has jurisdiction 

over Cuba and Central and South 

America. George also reports that 

Saul Turteltaub has provided him 

a number of Yiddish proverbs, one 

of which I particularly agree with: 

"Old friends, like old wines, don't 

lose their flavor." 

Eric Salzman has flourished in 

the field of contemporary opera. 

He is the artistic director of the 

Center for Contemporary Opera 

in New York. He also is the author 

of a book. The New Music Theater: 
Hearing the Body, Seeing the Voice. 
Eric has, in addition, composed 

several operas that have been 

performed in the Unites States and 

abroad. 

Continuing in the area of cre¬ 

ativity, Serge Gavronsky during 

this past year has published three 

works: AndOrThe, a book of poetry; 

The Sudden Death Of, a novel; and 

Essential Poems and Writings of Joyce 
Mansour, which he translated from 

French. He also wrote the introduc¬ 

tion to the last book. 

Saul Turteltaub reports with 

justifiable pride that his son Adam 

has been named v.p., membership 

and development, at the Society of 

Corporate Compliance and Ethics, 

while son Jon is preparing to direct 

his new movie. The Sorcerer's Ap¬ 
prentice. You may remember one 

of Jon's others. National Treasure. 
Not to be left out of the limelight, 

Saul's lovely wife, Shirley, recently 

finished a book. Cooking Koshirely. 
And last but not least, Saul is writ¬ 

ing a book of short stories. One is 

about a Columbia student. 

Walt Bossert's daughter recently 

was written up in the Columbia 

athletic department's news. Ellen 

Bossert '86 was an All-American 

basketball player at Columbia in 

the mid-'80s and will be honored 

this year as one of the 25 most 

influential female student-athletes 

of the Columbia-Barnard Athletic 

Consortium. She was inducted into 

the second class of the Columbia 

University Athletics Hall of Fame 

in October. 

There are so many Class of Des¬ 

tiny members still alive, kicking 

and contributing to the world in 

which we live. Please keep sending 

information to me. I hope to see 

you at our reunion. 

55 
Gerald Sherwin 

181 E. 73rd St., Apt. 6A 

New York, NY 10021 

gs481@juno.com 

It took a while, but the long-awaited 

Columbia University War Memorial 

unveiling took place in December 

in Butler Library. [Editor's note: 

see "Around the Quads."] Thanks 

to the inspired efforts of Ferdie 

Setaro and the late Donn Cof¬ 

fee, among others, the event was 

a stirring and emotional affair. It 

featured speeches by President Lee 

C. Bollinger, Provost Alan Brinkley 

and University Trustees Chair Bill 

Campbell '62. Toni Coffee '56 Bar¬ 

nard gave keynote remarks. 

As most people know by now, 

the Columbia College Office of 

Alumni Affairs and Development 

and the Columbia University Of¬ 

fice of Alumni and Development 

have moved their operation to 

the former McVickar Hall (113th 

between Broadway and Riverside 

Drive). It is now known as the 

Columbia Alumni Center. Part of 

the facility, still under construction, 

will be used as a gathering place 

to provide service and informa¬ 

tion to all Columbia alumni. It 

definitely will be worth checking 

out once completed. [Editor's note: 

See "Around the Quads" for new 

contact information.] 

In mid-2009 another special tour 

will be conducted, this one to the 

"Fabled Islands of the Mediterranean 

— Stepping Stones of Civilizations," 

exploring megalithic structures and 

classic Greek and Roman sites aboard 

the flagship Corinthian U. Columbia 

faculty (Euan Kerr Cameron) and 

guest lecturers (James Wiseman and 

Peter Lange) will make it feel as if you 

were there a long time ago. Another 

overseas lecture was held in Munich 

a short while ago. Wolfgang Bernhard 

gave a keynote address to various 

alumni on "Fossil Fuel and Climate 

Change." We wonder whether Abe 

Ashkenasi, living in Berlin, and 

George Bahamonde, from Heidel¬ 

berg, were able to attend this session. 

Out in Los Angeles, real estate law 

professor Michael Heller discussed to 

a rapt audience the nagging question: 

"Does too much ownership wreck 

markets, stop innovation and cost 

lives?" 

As we move a little closer to the 

east, a special alumni event was 

held in Park City, Utah, related to 

the Sundance Film Festival, held at 

the beginning of the year. As you 

might expect, an overflow crowd 

attended this gathering. Down 

south, a new Columbia Club has 

been established in Nashville. 

If any '55ers are contemplating 

moving to Music City, they will 

now have a place to maintain their 

Columbia ties. 

Our classmates — how and 

where are they spending their wak¬ 

ing hours? Jack Stuppin had two 

shows of his landscape paintings 

recently in the San Jose Museum of 

Art and in the Meridian Gallery of 

San Francisco, titled "Songs of the 

Earth." Donald Kuspit, noted art 

critic, wrote a great essay, "The Last 

Virgins," for a catalog covering both 

shows. We received word that Paul 

Zimmerman ("Dr. Z," of football 

fame for Sports Illustrated) was 

recovering from a severe illness. 

We are sure his former teammates 

at Columbia will want to send him 

their best wishes: Bob Dillingham 

(Florida), Bob Mercier (Arizona), 

John Nelson (Long Island), Neil 

Opdyke (Florida) and Denis Hag¬ 

gerty (Long Island). 

The last great dinner gathering of 

our classmates in 2008 came to pass 

at a terrific restaurant in the Chelsea 

part of Manhattan. What has started 

out as a monthly get-together for 

about six to eight classmates has 

blossomed into a group of close to 

20. At the last dinner, the par¬ 

ticipants included Manhattanites 

Allen Hyman (back from his bike 

tour in Israel), Dick Ascher, Bill 

Epstein (bad back and all), Aaron 

Hamburger, Don Laufer, Chuck 

Solomon from the Garden State, 

A1 Martz, Stu Kaback from Staten 

Island, Dick Kuhn from Long 

Island, Larry Balfus from Brooklyn, 

Bob Schiff, and, from Westchester, 

Herb Finkelstein. Regrets were 

sent by Roland Plottel, Bob Brown, 

Alfred Gollomp, Anthony Viscusi, 

Ron Spitz and Mort Rennert. If 

any classmates would like to go to 

any of these events in the future, let 

your trusted correspondent know 

and your name will be added to the 

list of attendees. 

Donald Patrick McDonough (a 

familiar voice), in his latest e-mail, 

gave us a tidbit of information that 

Lew Mendelson (Washington, 

D.C.) went to high school with the 

late David Halberstram and that 

he is trying to reach Ben Kaplan, 

formerly of Yonkers fame. (Dialing 

411 might be a start.) Richard Rav- 

itch, at last glance, had been in the 

headlines trying to help the MTA 

and Mayor Michael Bloomberg 

save the $2 fare. In Rochester, N.Y., 

Beryl Nusbaum has been kept 

busy lately keeping an eye out for 

prospective athletes in wrestling 

and women's lacrosse for the Light 

Blue. This is in addition to his legal 

work. About a month ago, there 

was an alumni reception held for 

men's basketball. More than 150 

former players, managers, friends 

and so forth were in attendance. 

We believe we espied Ron McPhee 

(our captain) and John Naley (and 

even Dave Sweet) from across the 

crowded room. 

Good natured and fearless mem¬ 

bers of the Class of 1955, the 55th is 

looming closer. Plan to be on campus 

for fun, games and intellectual 

stimulation the first weekend of June 

2010. You won't be disappointed 

with what is waiting for you. 

Love to all! Everywhere! 

56 
Alan N. Miller 

257 Central Park West, 

Apt. 9D 

New York, NY 10024 

oldocal@aol.com 

It is winter now — cold and dark 

— but when you read this, hope¬ 

fully, it will be warmer and lighter 

with a rising stock market. 

I am pleased that Steve Easton 

has succeeded in completing our 

50th reunion video. A preview at the 

Yale Qub was impressive until they 

made us cease and desist. It will be 

available at the modest cost of $30 

at the Alumni Office and a great 

memento from a great reunion. We 

will start planning the 55th next year, 

and anyone interested in joining our 

fun meetings — usually with good 

deli food — do let me know. 

After several monthly lunch 

meetings with tennis at Dan Link's 

Westchester Country Club, we 

moved two times to the Yale Club 

at the invite of Lenny Wolfe. We 

will now move to the Columbia/ 

Princeton Club until warmer 

spring weather. Usually about 10 

guys attend from a large group 

of classmates, including, in no 

order, Lou Hemmerdinger, Dan 

Link, Alan Broadwin, Jerry Fine, 

Alan Press, Steve Easton, Arthur 

Frank, Murray Eskenazi, Lenny 

Wolfe, Bob Siroty, Maurice Klein, 

Peter Klein, Mark Novick, Buz 

Paaswell, Mike Vozick, Stan 

Soren, Ralph Kaslick, Jack Katz 

and Ron Kapon (who was visiting 

Marv Geller near Marco Island 

during our January lunch). We 

regret John Gamjost can no longer 

join us, as he and his wife, Janet, 

relocated from Connecticut to sun 

city, Hilton Head, S.C. John trav¬ 

eled to Taiwan to participate in the 

country's National Day celebra¬ 

tions on October 10. 

Guys, we are always looking for 

more of you to join us for lunch, and 

tennis as well, in warmer weather. 

In the colder weather, a number 

of us retreat to warmer locations, 

usually Florida, and I hear frequently 

from Mike Spett, Lou Hemmerding¬ 

er, Stan Marine and Dan Link, who 

goes back and forth and will miss the 

next lunch. Arthur Frank also will 

be missed, as he will be in Washing¬ 

ton, D.C., for the preview of Robert 

Frank's (no relation) work at the 

National Gallery. 

Buz Paaswell and his wife, 

Roz '59 Barnard, spent two weeks 

in London from late December 

through early January. The dollar 
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was stronger so the costs were 

more bearable. Ed Botwinick sent 

info on the induction of Chet Forte 

'57 into the Sports Broadcasting 

Hall of Fame and some info I can¬ 

not repeat here. Chet, at 5-foot-7 

a phenomenal schoolyard type of 

basketball player, beat out Kansas 

star Wilt Chamberlain in 1957 for 

college basketball player of the 

year. We could use him now! 

Bob Lauterborn, our traveling 

and lecturing Southern transplant, 

spent December in Waikiki, where 

he says Santa arrives in a war 

canoe. Art Salzfass, who moved 

to the Berkshires from Westchester, 

says he hopes to get to one of our 

lunches with Murray Watnick. 

Long time, no see, and stay warm. 

One of our Chicago representa¬ 

tives, Phil Liebson, comments, 

maybe partially unfairly, that Yale 

is noted for names of four letters: 

Hale, Taft and two Bushes. Stan 

Lipnick, with whom I had lunch 

during his New York visit, is 

another Chicago resident. 

I am on my Columbia course 

break as I write this, but a work¬ 

shop invite for January 12-16 

from Asian Humanities arrived 

— Middle East and India woke 

me up. On January 22,1 started a 

night course with Professor Kathy 

Eden on Plato, and on January 

271 started another with Profes¬ 

sor Hossein Kamaly on modem 

fiction in the Middle East. I have 

had courses with both of them and 

strongly recommend Humanities 

courses at Columbia. Let me know 

if you are interested and need info. 

Incidentally, there will be a special 

lecture for Professor Ted de Bary 

'41, an extraordinary teacher, on 

March 25 given by his old buddy 

from WWII, Professor Donald 

Keene '42, also a marvelous teacher 

and Japanese expert. 

So guys, keep in touch, order 

the 50th reunion video and do join 

us for lunch. Here is wishing us all 

health, happiness, longevity and a 

rising stock market with concerned 

children and extraordinary grand¬ 

children. 

Love to all. 

57 
Herman Levy 

7322 Rockford Dr. 

Falls Church, VA 22043 

hdlleditor@aol.com 

Gabriel Pinski: "Note from the 'I 

told you so' department. 

"I concluded my essay for our 

reunion yearbook, submitted on 

March 7,2007, with the reference to 

'pride in the achievement of fellow 

Columbians including ... our future 

[President Barack Obama'... I look 

forward to eight glorious years 

under the leadership of our first 

Columbian president." 

Yours truly had a mini class 

reunion and a round of visits with 

family and friends on a trip in 

November to attend the fall meet¬ 

ings of the ABA Section of Public 

Contract Law in Napa, Calif. The 

meetings began with a wine tasting 

conducted by a local sommelier. 

My first stop was in Sacramento to 

visit my niece (Ph.D. '95) and her 

partner. After the Napa meetings 

I went to San Francisco, where I 

met Sandra and Dick Cohen for 

dinner at the Opera House and 

a performance of Boris Godunov. 
The next morning I met Ira Lubell 

and partner Louis Bonsignor for 

brunch at the Delancey Street Res¬ 

taurant on the Embarcadero by San 

Francisco Bay. Ira and Louis drove 

me to the airport for my flight to 

Honolulu. I visited my younger 

nephew and his wife, who are 

pursuing graduate studies at the 

University of Hawaii in, respec¬ 

tively, environmental engineering 

and marine biology. 

I also met Peggy Anne and 

Harry Siegmund, who live in 

nearby Kailua. Harry gave me an 

outstanding tour of the island of 

Oahu, with its spectacular sea¬ 

scapes. Returning to San Francisco, 

I met Eloise and John Norton for 

lunch in the Marina District, not 

far from the Palace of Fine Arts 

and the Presidio. The next day I 

took the train to Menlo Park for a 

visit with a law school friend and 

his family. To conclude the round 

of visits, I flew to Salt Lake City to 

spend Thanksgiving with a former 

neighbor and her family; she has 

become my honorary daughter. 

Barry Dickman 

25 Main St. 

Court Plaza North, Ste 104 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

bdickmanesq@gmail.com 

We regret to report the death of 

Peter Jamgochian on Novem¬ 

ber 15. Pete lived in Palisades 

Park, N.J., and taught fine arts at 

Palisades Park H.S. for 25 years. 

He also was bowling coach, 

football team photographer and a 

class adviser, and chief negotiator 

for the Palisades Park Teachers' 

Association. A member of ROTC 

at the College, Pete continued 

his military involvement even 

after his Naval tour, serving as a 

captain in the National Guard for 

16 years. Pete also was active in the 

Armenian community: He was a 

Sunday school teacher and parish 

council chairman at St. Thomas 

Armenian Church of Tenafly, and 

Commander of the Knights of 

Vartan Lodge. He is survived by 

his wife, Amy; children, Christine 

Koobatian '87 and Peter; and seven 

grandchildren. [See Obituaies.] 

Congratulations to Bemie Nuss- 

baum on his marriage to Nancy 

Kuhn on December 7 at the Har- 

monie Club in New York City. Ber- 

nie and Nancy met in 1979, when 

they were working for Elizabeth 

Holtzman's Senate campaign, and 

they remained in touch through 

the years, as active city Democrats. 

"IT s the same faces all the time, the 

usual suspects," as Nancy put it. 

They reconnected after the deaths 

of Bemie's wife, Toby, and Nancy's 

husband. Nancy, an only child 

with one son and few other rela¬ 

tives, looks forward to joining the 

Nussbaum extended family, which 

includes Bemie's three children 

and four grandchildren, two broth¬ 

ers and their wives and children, 

more than 25 cousins and Bernie's 

99-year old mother, Molly. 

The New York Times Book Review 
gave a shout-out to Neil Harris, 

describing him as a "distinguished 

cultural historian" for his rediscov¬ 

ery of The Chicagoan, a magazine 

published in the 1920s and '30s and 

conceived of as the Windy City's 

counterpart to the New Yorker. Neil, 

a professor of history at Chicago, 

came across a set of the magazine's 

issues in the university's library. 

The magazine is the subject of a 

coffee table book. The Chicagoan: A 
Lost Magazine of the Jazz Age. 

The class lunch is held on the 

second Wednesday of every month, 

in the Grill Room of the Princeton/ 

Columbia Club, 15 W. 43rd St. ($31 

per person). E-mail Art Radin if 

you plan to attend, up to the day 

before: aradin@radinglass.com. 
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George Semel sent us this link to 

a television interview he gave: 

www.myfoxla.com/ myfox/ pages/ 

News / Detail?contentld=7909869& 

version=4&locale=EN-US&layout 

Code=VSTY&pageId=3.5.1. 

Mike Tannenbaum tells us, "I 

recently wrote an article in RHIC 
News, 'Waiting for the W.' It is about 

one facet of my career and is avail¬ 

able online (only): www.bnl.gov/ 

rhic/news/ 081208/ story2.asp. 

"What I particularly like and 

what is relevant to Columbia in the 

late 1950s is my opening para¬ 

graph: 'When I was a sophomore 

at Columbia College, my physics 

teacher (Polykarp Kusch) had just 

won the Nobel Prize. In my senior 

year, another teacher (T.D. Lee) 

had also just won the Nobel Prize. I 

thought this was normal.'" 

Charles Raab writes, "Since 

my last Class Note (2004), life in 

Edinburgh has remained happy 

and healthy for my wife, Gillian, 

and me. We became first-time 

grandparents in 2007 when Anna 

(daughter) and Tim presented the 

world with Constance (Connie), 

who is growing up fast and gives 

us great joy. They have recently 

moved from Edinburgh to the 

Perthshire countryside, where Tim 

(a highly trained and experienced 

chef) and Anna have taken over a 

restaurant and are in the process of 

giving it a distinctive presence with 

wonderful dishes. Jonathan (our 

son) works in London, promoting 

and managing poker tournaments, 

writing specialist columns for the 

press, and travelling far and wide. 

"I officially retired as professor 

of government at the University 

of Edinburgh at the end of 2007 

and am now professor emeritus 

with an honorary fellowship at the 

university, but I remain active in 

research, publication, conference 

presentation, editorial work on a 

number of academic journals and 

advising government. My field 

is mainly information policy and 

regulation, with regard to privacy, 

data protection, the use of informa¬ 

tion in government, surveillance 

and freedom of information. In 

20061 spent some time in a visiting 

position at Queen's University 

(Kingston, Ontario), and I have 

also done the same at Tilburg 

University in the Netherlands as 

well as having had an attachment 

at the Oxford Internet Institute. 

Another highlight was a lecturing 

trip to China, where Gillian and I 

saw the usual wonderful sights in 

Shanghai, Beijing, Hangzhou and 

Souzhou. My recent travels, usually 

to academic conferences, have taken 

me to many places in Europe and 

North America, but we also have 

found time to enjoy our other house 

Neil Harris '58 rediscovered The Chicagoan, a maga¬ 

zine published in the 1920s and '30s and conceived 

of as the Windy City's counterpart to the New Yorker. 
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in the remote Scottish highlands, to 

walk with backpacks from village to 

village in the hills of Andaluda and 

to tandem-cycle in the backwaters 

of the Belgian Ardennes, where one 

also dines very well. 

"Since spring 2007,1 have been 

engaged as a specialist adviser to 

the House of Lords Select Commit¬ 

tee on the Constitution to help steer 

a major inquiry into surveillance 

and data collection, looking at the 

effect on privacy and on citizens' re¬ 

lation to tiie state. This has involved 

countless trips to London for taking 

evidence at hearings during com¬ 

mittee sessions; analyzing a vast 

amount of documentary material; 

and playing a large part in shaping 

and writing the report for their 

Lordships to discuss, amend and 

approve. I accompanied committee 

members to Ottawa and Wash¬ 

ington, D.C., for comparative fact¬ 

finding. As of this moment, the re¬ 

port is nearly ready for publication 

and will cast critical light on what 

some call the growing 'surveillance 

society,' with recommendations for 

government policy. This has been a 

fascinating and privileged episode 

in my career, and quite different 

from normal academic work. It 

has also kept me from noticing 

that I am 'retired,' whatever that 

means (no regular salary, that's all). 

I might now find some more time 

to paint and draw. Gillian also is 

semi-retired, professor emeritus of 

applied statistics, but she maintains 

a research involvement. 

"We hope, if possible, to attend 

the 50th class reunion in June (last 

time was the 30th). I am still, I 

think, the youngest member of our 

class; some things never change." 

Jack Kahn wrote this poem in 

memory of his mentor, sociology 

professor William C. Casey, who 

died on April 30,1978. 

The Don of Mexico Point 
I remember an old man. 

Wise beyond his years. 

Living by himself. 

But not really alone. 

In a modest little cottage. 

Surrounded 

By a magnificent arboretum. 

At the mouth of a river. 

On the edge of a lake. 

I remember a miniature bluebird. 

Perched on a branch. 

In a plaque on the wall. 

With the following inscription: 

"Whatever is that lives, 

A man, a tree, or a bird. 

Touch it gently. 

For Time is short." 

Across the River, 

The Sun rises in the East, 

Circles about the day. 

And sets over the Lake, 

While every day the old Professor 

would 

Read his books, chop wood for the 

fireplace. 

Water his flowers, and sometimes 

Welcome a friend to Circadia. 

Robert (Bob) Swartz writes, "I 

appreciate the work that you and 

others have done for the class and 

note the pleasure that I have had 

in reading about what seems to be 

the very pleasant and successful 

careers and life activities of others 

in the class, although I only knew a 

few well and, unfortunately, barely 

recognize the names of some. I 

obtained two other Columbia 

degrees following the 1959 bach¬ 

elor's, including an engineering 

degree, and an additional degree at 

Northwestern. 

"Toward the end of this ac¬ 

cumulation of credentials I worked 

very briefly at Ford Motor Co., 

Ford Division headquarters, 

down the hall from a guy named 

Lee Iacocca. One of my strongest 

recollections from that experience 

is about another major executive's 

response to foreign cars in the early 

1960s. This other Ford executive 

did not have a clue about what 

was going to happen, although 

he was one of the elite few who 

had a direct role in the division's 

policy making and decisions, and 

was certainly well compensated. In 

1962 he declared, unconditionally, 

before me and others assembled 

to hear him, that foreign cars were 

never going to amount to any 

significant share of the market! No 

wonder that the U.S. corporations 

lost market share. 

"Shortly after being at Ford, I did 

the international store location and 

related market research for Sears 

Roebuck (Chicago headquarters), 

a stint of almost five years, with 

substantial and, at the time, safe 

international travel. In those years. 

Sears was the epitome of retail suc¬ 

cess. It also was an ideal example 

of a blue chip stock company that, 

as I observed its management and 

mismanagement, seemed headed 

for something less admirable. An 

opportunity with K-Mart (at its 

headquarters) was aborted when 

I canceled an interview after find¬ 

ing out how they were handling 

matters in the area I was being 

considered for (they were, stun¬ 

ningly, headed for disaster; they 

eventually went into bankruptcy). It 

was one of the best career decisions, 

as I would have probably had a 

less than reasonable pension these 

days — although I would have 

had the advantage of living within 

walking distance of the company's 

award-winning headquarters (in 

Troy, Mich., said structure now to be 

demolished). 

"I spent three decades at a 

university (Wayne State in Detroit) 

and became the youngest retiree 

of the tenured faculty at the time. I 

also had been a department chair 

(department of geography and 

urban planning) for more than a 

dozen years. When the class cel¬ 

ebrates its 50th anniversary, I will 

have been formally retired for 12 

years and can now also claim that, 

'I used to be retired.' I have been 

a consultant in land use issues for 

40 years, especially the revitaliza¬ 

tion of urban areas, the mitigation 

of future and potential blight in 

newly developing areas, retail sales 

prospects for investment decisions, 

commercial acreage needs in com¬ 

munities and zoning challenges. I 

also have been an expert witness in 

these matters. I still am involved, 

although I did not expect or plan 

this post retirement activity. 

"Other, personal, details include 

marriage almost 40 years ago and 

two children. I have shared in the 

mundane routines and occasional 

exhilaration that, I suspect, have 

impacted all of our lives. I also 

have traveled extensively all over 

the nation for years, often on the 

back roads (literally, many western 

dirt roads) rarely seen by those 

from the east, many such routes 

not seen by those living close to 

the immediate locales of these 

infrequently traveled routes — e.g., 

one without a single other car for 

60-plus miles, entered by driving 

through a shallow river. I have 

driven to the Arctic, Prudhoe Bay 

area. In very recent years I have 

been somewhat less inclined to 

take some of the more rugged 

vehicle and foot paths. There have 

been a number of cruises in recent 

years, probably related to the fact 

that my wife owns a cruise travel 

agency. 

"I look forward to our 50th class 

reunion and to seeing several class¬ 

mates whom I have not seen for de¬ 

cades, all hopefully in good health." 

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 

informs us that his son, Ben '05L, 

a Brooklyn Law School professor, 

tells Stephen that he is going to 

become a grandfather in May. Ben 

also is a graduate of Yale and The 

University of Limerick. 

Steve Berzok is planning the 

seventh reunion dinner for his Sig¬ 

ma Alpha Mu fraternity brothers. 

Classes of 1955 through 1963. This 

one is to be held on Friday, June 5, 

at Symposium Restaurant (Greek) 

on West 113th Street between 

Broadway and Amsterdam. He 

hopes that all who plan to attend 

Alumni Reunion Weekend also 

will attend the fraternity reunion 

dinner. Contact Steve at berzoks@ 

bellsouth.com for more details. 

Riordan Roett reports that the 

government of Chile has appoint¬ 

ed him to the Order of Bernardo 

O'Higgins with the rank of "Gran 

Oficial." The award ceremony will 

take place in Washington, D.C., 

this year. Roett is in Madrid until 

June at the Instituto de Empresa as 

a visiting professor teaching two 

seminars, "Neo-Populism in Latin 

America" and "China and India as 

New Strategic Actors." The Brook¬ 

ings Institution published his 2008 

book, China's Expansion into the 
Western Hemisphere: Implications for 
Latin America and the United States. 

From Saul Brody we hear that, 

"All 10 brothers of Phi Sigma Delta 

fraternity are planning to come to 

the reunion, and we are hoping to 

get together during the celebration, 

either for a brunch or a dinner. 

"I wish I had something of real 

substance to contribute to Class 

Notes, but I am not in receipt of a 

Nobel Prize. My wife and I live in 

quiet and comfortable retirement 

and try not to think too deeply 

about what we read in the newspa¬ 

per. Such plans as we have — and 

we don't make any of great interest 

to others — include traveling in 

March to Madrid and Morocco. 

We also are looking forward to 

the 50th reunion and to seeing old 

friends and acquaintances." 

Bob Stone informs us that, "At 

the reunion, I will celebrate the 

third anniversary of my kidney 

transplant. The donor is my middle 

daughter, Pam, who at 45 made a 

career turn and will complete her 

first year at University of Maryland 

Law School at about the time of 

the reunion. Other than a regular 

routine of anti-rejection and other 

drugs, my health is now better 

than it has been in 10 years. I am 

conducting a small law practice 

out of my home office, mostly pro 

bono work through the Westchester 

County Bar Association, and have 

recently been elected a delegate to 

the New York State Bar Associa¬ 

tion. I look forward to seeing our 

classmates in June." 

Erling Stormer, "whom some 

of you may faintly remember as a 

Norwegian student who majored 

in mathematics and tried without 

success to make it for the College 

varsity crew in rowing. After my 

B.A., I continued at Columbia un¬ 

til spring 1963, when I went back 

to my hometown of Oslo with a 

Ph.D. in math. Oslo has been my 

main base since then, but I have 

spent much time in the United 

States on visiting positions. I spent 

one year and later one semester at 

Penn. I have spent a semester at 

UCLA and three semesters at UC 

Berkeley. In addition, there have 

been several shorter visits, so the 

U.S. is really my second country. I 

became professor at the Univer¬ 

sity of Oslo in 1974, as far as I 

remember, but had to retire a year 

ago. But I still have my office at 

the university and come here most 

days of the week. 
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"I got married just after I came 
home after my studies and had 
two children, and later on they 
gave me six grandchildren. All in 
all, I have been very satisfied with 
my life so far." 

Don't forget to plan to attend 
our 50th reunion Wednesday, 
June 3-Sunday, June 7. We all are 
looking forward to being together 
once again. 

This remarkable anniversary only 
happens once, so let's show up in 
force to represent the amazing Class 
of '59. In addition to many planned 
activities, including classes and 
meals, it's a chance to see old 
friends who may have faded from 
your social life. 

Robert A. Machleder 
69-37 Fleet St. 
Forest Hills, NY 11375 

rmachleder@aol.com 

Greetings and welcome to the Year 
of the Ox. 

The Year of the Ox, writes Paul 
Nagano, signifies a time that will 
bring important changes and ulti¬ 
mate stability. The Ox is character¬ 
ized by steadfastness, hard work 
and dependability. 

The Year of the Rat, to which we 
bade good riddance, proved as it 
unfolded and unraveled not at all 
to be the year of abundance we had 
expected, but Paul, ever the optimist, 
sees signs of hope for 2009 in the 
Obama presidency. Paul notes that 
he and Barack Obama '83 share 
several ties: Hawaii, high school (Pu- 
nahou), Columbia and Indonesia. 

Paul, who will be marking a 
quarter-century of annual visits to 
Bali, will celebrate with an exhibi¬ 
tion, "Nagano in Bali, 25 Years" — 
sounds appropriate — in Ubud at 
the Bamboo Gallery, scheduled for 
July 15-August 5. All are invited. 

Alvin Michaelson sends his 
best wishes to old college friends. 
He maintains his law practice in 
Los Angeles but no longer at the 
same pace as in the past. Alvin is 
included in the 2009 edition of Best 
Lawyers in America in his specialties 
of white-collar and non-white- 
collar criminal defense. He is one 
of a select group of attorneys who 
have been so listed for 20 years or 
longer. 

Tom Hamilton has been busy 
attending book signings for Time 
for Patriots, published by Strategic 
Book Publishing. We note with 
pride that Tom's science fiction 
novel (time travel/alternate his¬ 
tory) has been nominated for the 
Sidewise Award, one of the most 
prestigious awards in the science 
fiction field. The award takes its 
name from the short story "Side- 
wise in Time" by Murray Leinster, 
published more than 70 years ago, 

which is widely regarded as one 
of, if not the first, alternate history 
stories and the progenitor of that 
sub-genre of science fiction. The 
award, to be chosen by a panel of 
seven judges, will be announced 
and presented at the annual World 
Science Fiction Convention. We 
wish Tom the best. 

Meanwhile, Tom will address 
the Science Fiction Association of 
Bergen County at the Saddle River 
Valley Cultural Center in Upper 
Saddle River, N.J., on April 11. He 
will talk about Time for Patriots 
and his experiences working on 
the Apollo Project and other space 
programs. 

I received a delightful e-mail 
from Bill Borden after he read 
the Class Note in the November/ 
December issue that mentioned his 
splendid new novel. Dancing with 
Bears, and in which I commented 
that Tommy Makem's song about 
dancing with bears played in my 
head as I read the book. I had 
conflated the titles of Bill's book 
and the Makem song. Bill wrote, 
"Tommy Makem must have sung 
Waltzing with Bears, a song I do 
indeed know, and have Priscilla 
Herman's recording of it... and 
indeed it was often in my mind. 
I even thought of titling the book 
Waltzing with Bears but didn't want 
to tie the book that explicitly to the 
song." 

The College has set up a Web site 
for our class (and all classes): www. 
college.columbia.edu / alumni / 
classpages?CollegeAlumniClass 
Year=1960. 

For those who are interested 
in helping to develop content for 
this page or have a submission, let 
me know. With our 50th reunion 
approaching, it could be a valuable 
spot for information. 

Also, please note my new ad¬ 
dress at the top of the column. 

Michael Hausig 
19418 Encino Summit 
San Antonio, TX 78259 

mhausig@yahoo.com 

A quick Hausig family update: 
On December 17, our daughter, 
Sterling, was awarded a Bronze 
Star with valor for helping disarm 
a cell phone-triggered 200-lb. 
improvised explosive device while 
in Fallujah, Iraq, last March with 
the Marine Corps Reserves. She 
has been stationed at the Penta¬ 
gon since 2004. Sterling and her 
husband, Christopher Gill, live in 
Alexandria, Va. Bill Binderman 
and his brand-new hip came from 
Philadelphia to attend the ceremo¬ 
ny. While in D.C., we were guests 
of Denise and Alex Liebowitz and 
also went to dinner with Sharon 
and George Gehrman. 

After getting his B.A., Michel 
Araten received a B.S. in chemical 
engineering, an M.S. in industrial 
engineering and a Ph.D. in opera¬ 
tions research, all from Columbia, 
finally leaving campus in 1971. He 
married Abby, a Vassar graduate, 
who has retired after 27 years from 
her job at Horace Mann as a read¬ 
ing and learning specialist. Michel 
has two sons, David, a hematol¬ 
ogist-oncologist, and Jeffrey, an 
attorney, both of whom work in 
New York. Best of all, he has five 
granddaughters with whom he 
loves to get up to his Berkshires 
vacation house for rural activities. 

Michel is a managing director 
at JPMorgan Chase, where he has 
worked for 36 years, focusing on 
risk and credit issues and is in the 
midst of you-know-what. He is a 
contributor to books and journals 
on credit risk, and frequently 
speaks at industry conferences and 
seminars. He also is president of 
Westchester Jewish Community 
Services, a $35-million nonsectar¬ 
ian not-for-profit human services 
agency that is dedicated to helping 
people of all ages cope with emo¬ 
tional, behavioral, interpersonal 
and developmental challenges. Mi¬ 
chel looks forward to the monthly 
Columbia lunches, which give 
him a chance to renew old ties, ex¬ 
change ideas and learn lots about 
his classmates' hidden talents. 

G. Phillip Smith and Douglas 
Norman Thompson were married 
on Nantucket in Massachusetts. 
They share a business. Smith & 
Thompson Architects, in New York 
City and in East Hampton, N.Y. The 
couple met in 1967 at Colum¬ 
bia, from which each received a 
master's in architecture. Phil was, 
until January 2008, a distinguished 
visiting professor at City College 
School of Architecture, Urban De¬ 
sign and Landscape Architecture in 
New York. Douglas graduated from 
Brooklyn College. 

Mickey Greenblatt has been in 
touch with a number of classmates. 
He saw Ken Handel at an art exhibi¬ 
tion of a mutual friend. Ken and 
Sheila are doing well. Doug Kendall 
and Mickey compare notes all the 
time about their fantastic success in 
the stock market lately (you don't 
really believe any of this, do you?). 
They get together when Doug visits 
family in nearby West Virginia. 

Lariy Gerstein and Mickey 
trade jokes on the Internet, as well 
as criticism of each other's political 
views. He chats with Stan Weiss 
often. He has been getting together 
with Andy Callegari lately for 
lunch. Andy is retired after years in 
research with Exxon. Mickey sees 
Les Levine for a semi-regular lunch, 
where they argue about everything 
except who should pay the bill. 
Les is ably advising Mickey's son's 

business, which was mentioned 
recently in The Wall Street Journal, 
The New York Times, The Washington 
Post, BusinessWeek, NPR and other 
media outlets. Mickey's son's wire 
basket company is doing well, 
making daddy proud. His other 
sons, one the CFO of a construction 
company and the other chief of 
staff for the minority on the senate's 
Subcommittee on Investigations 
(Columbia Law '99), are prosper¬ 
ing. Mickey is also the 1962 class 
correspondent for the Engineering 
School, so, engineers, send him info 
for the E-school class notes. 

Barry McCallion writes that 
fishing season has wound down 
on eastern Long Island and he was 
daydreaming about some January 
fishing in Costa Rica. Joanne Ca¬ 
nary and Barry went to Mongolia 
last year with a CU travel group in 
pursuit of a solar eclipse; bounced 
(what are paved roads?) endlessly 
across the Gobi and returned need¬ 
ing a vacation. He's been assured 
that roads are in good supply for 
this year's June trip to Turkey. 

Joanne rides her horses, Barry is 
knee-deep in a second novel while 
still shopping the first and they are 
raising a puppy for the Guide Dog 
Foundation for the Blind. 

Stu Sloame (s.sloame@star 
power.net) reports that his daugh¬ 
ter, Joanna '09, will graduate in 
May. A history major with a strong 
interest in creative writing, she 
has been taking full advantage of 
Columbia's location by interning 
with an NBC cable affiliate, Bravo. 
In the fall, Joanna interned with an¬ 
other NBC cable affiliate. Oxygen, 
where she worked in digital media. 
Joanna is hoping to get a job with 
a TV network after graduation and 
would appreciate any leads. 

Jack McCahill passed away on 
December 13 at his home in Falls 
Church, Va., from complications of 
chronic obstructive pulmonary dis¬ 
ease and heart disease. Jack prac¬ 
ticed law in the Washington, D.C., 
area for nearly 40 years. [Editor's 
note: An obituary is scheduled for 
the May/June issue.] 

John Freidin 
1020 Town Line Rd. 
Charlotte, VT 05445 

jf@bicyclevt.com 

Fifty years ago, freshmen could 
drink at The West End but not 
vote, half of us commuted to 
Momingside Heights and panty 
raids were au courant. Progress or 
regression? 

Sylvain Fribourg lives in Los 
Angeles. He retired from the prac¬ 
tice of ob / gyn in 2001 but maintains 
emeritus status on the clinical 
faculty of USC's Keck School of 
Medicine. Since retiring, Sylvain has 
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"been enjoying giving back to the 

community in varied roles." He is 

a docent at the Greater Los Angeles 

Zoo and Botanical Gardens and at 

the Museum of the American West. 

He also is president of the local 

Kiwanis service club. 

Sylvain has three grandchildren, 

and two more on the way. They 

keep him busy "giving professional 

as well as fatherly and grandfa- 

fherly advice, especially in the 

playground and the sandbox." The 

youngest of Sylvain's three children 

will complete her postgraduate 

studies in public policy next May; 

her older sister is a dvil defense 

attorney; and an older brother is an 

orthopedist specializing in spine . 

surgery. When his son interviewed 

for a residency in orthopedics at 

P&S, he met Bart Nisonson, who 

remembered Sylvain. "It's great 

when you have multigenerational 

connections," says Sylvain. 

Sylvain trained at NYU Medi¬ 

cal School. "NYU was terrific. I 

spent many hours at the medical 

examiner's office and loved 'old' 

Bellevue ... I learned about gypsies 

and American Indians. I had a 

middle-aged Italian gentleman 

who had a heart attack, and after 

he recovered told me he wanted 

to give me a present... He said 

he could 'get me a woman.' I 

declined. So then he offered: 'You 

need somebody bumped off, I can 

do it.' " You may reach Sylvain at 

srfribourg@eartihlink.net. 

Tom Vasell writes that several 

members of the 1961 champion¬ 

ship football team had a wonderful 

dinner after Homecoming 2008. 

Captain Bill Campbell, Lee Black, 

Ed Little, Dick Hassan and Russ 

Warren, along with their wives and 

other football alumni, reminisced 

about their 50-year friendships that 

began on the freshman football 

team in September 1958. That team 

gave the rest of us many splendid 

Saturday afternoons and a half- 

century of bragging rights. We owe 

them countless thanks. 

After 30 years in industrial chem¬ 

ical sales and marketing with the 

Pennwalt Corp. of Philadelphia, 

Tom retired in 2001. His current 

hobbies center on the athletic and 

musical activities of his four grand¬ 

children. He also plays golf and 

recorded his first hole-in-one on July 

10. Tom's e-mail address is tvasell@ 

comcast.net. 

Anthony Valerio has been sneez¬ 

ing and coughing his way through 

Italy and Turkey to promote his 

latest book. The Little Sailor. He 

has written seven books of fiction, 

nonfiction and biography. The Little 
Sailor is a memoir/detective thriller. 

Reviewer Edvige Giunta wrote: "It 

is a literary gem from one of our 

foremost writers. Anthony Valerio's 

evocative prose woos the charac¬ 

ters across the page and into the 

hearts of its readers. His charming, 

eccentric, deeply moving women 

emerge from a world of distant 

memories with extraordinary force 

and passion — sensual, enticing, 

unforgettable — and the reader is 

mesmerized." 

Anthony lectures widely and 

has taught at NYU, CUNY and 

Wesleyan. You may reach him at 

avalerio@wesleyan.edu. 

In June, Larry William retired 

from medicine to tend his garden. 

His wife, Judy, teaches English as 

a second language. Larry has been 

traveling even more than usual. He 

attended a meeting at the Addis 

Ababa Fistula Hospital in Ethiopia, 

with which he has long been asso¬ 

ciated, and a month later returned 

to Ethiopia to explore the Omo 

River Valley. Only a few western¬ 

ers, mostly missionaries and 19th 

century explorers, have ever been 

there. Larry then flew south to Tan¬ 

zania for a more conventional trip 

in the Serengeti. After a few days at 

home, Larry and Judy traveled to 

Machu Picchu and the Galapagos 

Islands, which he found "every bit 

as interesting today as they were to 

Charles Darwin 173 years ago." 

On his return to the United 

States, Larry came down with 

pneumonia. This laid him low for a 

fortnight, but he recovered. Feeling 

well by fall, Larry and Judy flew 

to Naples, where they delighted 

in "sfogliatelle riccia — a friable, 

layered pastry whose aroma, 

taste and texture justified the trip. 

Although I was content to stay in¬ 

definitely and grow more obese on 

this delicacy," Larry continued on 

to Pompeii "with its glorious ruins, 

frescoes, bordellos, crapatoria and 

caldarium" and then to Sicily and 

Palermo. He returned to Los Altos 

Hills in time to harvest his apples, 

pears and persimmons. When at 

home Larry may be reached at 

larry.wm@gmail.com. 

I regret to tell you of the deaths 

of Michael Freedman and Thomas 

C. Shapiro St, Michael was an 

associate professor of anthropology 

in the Maxwell School at Syracuse. 

In his own words: his most recent 

academic interests "focus on micro¬ 

lending, particularly in the United 

States, infant mortality, child abuse 

and criminal justice with respect to 

juveniles. I have done work with 

local planning, especially long-term 

health care and children's services." 

The chair of his department wrote 

that Michael "kept his personality, 

wit and charm to the last, articulat¬ 

ing his thoughts about the depart¬ 

ment, his position and life. Michael 

was a strong presence on campus 

and he will be missed." Michael 

received his Ph.D. from Michigan 

and published many articles. 

Thomas was a geologist, com¬ 

puter engineer and photographer. 

He lived in Gaithersburg and 

then Dickerson, Md. Thomas had 

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. He 

is survived by his son, Thomas Jr., 

and daughter, Janice S. Bauroth. 

Please let us know of anything 

more you know about Thomas or 

Michael. 

Bob Umans has changed 

careers at 67! He left the world of 

teaching college chemistry for his 

other passion, cooking. Bob says, 

"I've been cooking in a catering 

kitchen and finding it great fun 

but as grueling as everyone says. 

I especially enjoy seeing the food 

I've prepared served and enjoyed, 

though the guests are so sloshed 

by then that they might appreciate 

anything!" He also wrote: "Though 

it7 s way after the fact, I was ter¬ 

ribly saddened to hear of Danny 

Schweitzer7s death. Danny and I 

were close friends at Bronx Science 

and then at Columbia. He became 

a surgeon and loved it, though 

the last few times I ran into him, I 

found him to be frustrated by the 

demands of managed care. It's 

hard to believe he's gone." Bob's 

e-mail is umans2@comcast.net. 

Martin S. Kaufman, who re¬ 

ceived his L.L.B. at the Law School 

in 1966, reports that his family is 

nearly entirely Columbia blue. It 

has three generations of alumni, 

including Martin's wife, Millicent, 

her two sisters and her late father, 

Milton Lee, who emigrated from 

China. Martin and Millicent's 

oldest son, David '91, '97 P&S, 

completed his pre-med courses at 

GS in 1993, was a T.A. in biology 

from 1993-94, graduated from P&S 

and completed his medical resi¬ 

dency at NewYork-Presbyterian in 

2000. David will join the faculty of 

Yale Medical School in the spring. 

Martin's second son, Andrew '97 

GS, completed his pre-med courses 

at GS and was a TA in chemistry 

from 1996-97; he graduated from 

NYU Medical School in 2001 and 

is a fellow in thoracic surgery at 

Memorial Sloan-Kettering Medical 

Center. His youngest, Kristina 

'99 received her master's in arts 

administration from Columbia in 

2003; she is assistant director of 

exhibitions and public programs 

at Parsons The New School for 

Design. 

Martin is s.v.p. and general coun¬ 

sel of the Atlantic Legal Foundation 

in Larchmont, N.Y. ALF describes 

itself as a "nonprofit, nonpartisan 

public interest law firm that advo¬ 

cates for individual liberty, school 

choice, free enterprise, limited, 

effective government and sound 

science in the courtroom. Atlantic 

Legal provides representation, 

without fee, to parents, scientists, 

educators and other individuals, 

corporations, and trade associa¬ 

tions." You may reach Martin at 

mskaufman@yahoo.com. 

Richard S. Toder practices law 

at Morgan Lewis & Bockius in New 

York City. His specialty is bank¬ 

ruptcy, so, he writes, "These are 

busy times. While it is always a tad 

difficult to tell people that business 

is booming when all too many are 

hurting, the old adage (apparently 

first said by John Heywood and 

later used by Shakespeare in King 
Henry VI) that seems appropriate 

is, it is 'an ill winde that bloweth no 

man to good.' " Richard's e-mail ad¬ 

dress is rtoder@morganlewis.com. 

Charles Nadler and his wife, 

Hanna B. Weston '63 GSAS (M.A.), 

recently completed their third year 

in Denver. They live in a condo¬ 

minium overlooking the Rocky 

Mountains. Charles writes: "While 

the temperature is zero today, usu¬ 

ally you can sit outdoors in Decem¬ 

ber and January. That is Denver's 

best-kept secret. 

I have kept up my transplanted 

law practice in criminal defense. 

Just this past week I had my 

second 'DNC' trial. A group of 

us from the National Lawyers 

Guild — I get more radical as I get 

older — formed the People's Law 

Project. During the Democratic 

National Convention, we main¬ 

tained a law office to dispatch legal 

observers, receive video and other 

evidence, and assist arrestees, 24 

hours a day. I took two shifts. We 

then arranged for the representa¬ 

tion of every person arrested. 

There were 152 arrests. I agreed to 

represent three defendants. Each 

was charged in three counts. The 

city attorney dismissed two counts 

and went to trial on the third: 

obstructing the streets ... I am not 

sure I am as skilled a litigator as 

some, but because I have white 

hair, I wound up being the emi¬ 

nence grise of our group. Oh yes, I 

lost one trial and won the other. In 

that trial, we had a 'Perry Mason' 

moment when a police sergeant 

admitted to lying in a prior trial be¬ 

cause the attorney cross-examining 

him 'made [him] do it.'" 

Aside from having fun defend¬ 

ing the Constitution, Charles is 

secretary of the Downtown Denver 

Residents Organization, which has 

gotten him "involved in Denver 

politics." He also is secretary of the 

board of a charter school in Denver's 

equivalent of Harlem. Charles's wife, 

who teaches economics part-time at 

the Community College of Denver, 

and he helped bring in Colorado for 

President Barack Obama '83. Charles 

"made sure there was no hanky- 

panky in our precinct by being an 

election judge in charge of our vot¬ 

ing location. But best of all, we get to 

see our granddaughters in Boulder! 

The oldest is 8, and the youngest is 

4. One Saturday in December we 
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headed for New Orleans to go on 

another cruise in the Western Carib¬ 

bean. My mother, sister and niece 

joined us. Life is good." Charles' 

e-mail is charlesnadler2@gmail.com. 

Ed Surovell writes, "I am an en¬ 

thusiastic bicycle tourist, although 

those trips are becoming less 

frequent as my age advances and 

my eyesight dims. I've even ridden 

a little comer of Vermont, a route 

dictated by my frequent summer 

visits to a family enterprise in Es¬ 

sex County on the New York side 

of Lake Champlain.... Cold or not, 

I commit myself to riding in Michi¬ 

gan at least once every month, 

which tests my courage in the 

winter. Nevertheless, on December 

29,1 put on my riding shorts and 

did five miles on a cold, windy day 

with the temperature at about 25. 

This capped a year of a little more 

than 800 miles, which was quite an 

accomplishment for an overweight 

68-year-old with the lingering ef¬ 

fects of a broken pelvis and sacrum 

suffered in a road accident 10 years 

ago in Spain. 

"My full-time work in Michigan 

is on pins and needles, as our poor 

state and our principal industry 

teeter on the brink of doom. Run¬ 

ning a regional residential real es¬ 

tate company under these circum¬ 

stances is quite a challenge. More 

than 25 percent of our transactions 

involve foreclosed properties, and 

the number of purchasers and the 

prices have dropped steadily dur¬ 

ing the last three years. I'd rather 

be biking." You may contact Ed at 

esurovell@surovell.com. 

Thanks for all the news. 

Paul Neshamkin 

1015 Washington St., Apt. 50 

Hoboken, NJ 07030 

pauln@helpauthors.com 

By now, we should all be seeing the 

first signs of what I hope is a fine 

spring. I also hope that the year has 

started much improved over last, 

and these notes find you all, at least, 

healthy. Drop me a note and let 

your classmates know how you're 

doing. 

Eric Foner has been elected to 

the board of directors of the Harper's 
Magazine Foundation. Eric has been 

a history professor at Columbia 

since 1982 and was appointed the 

DeWitt Clinton Professor of History 

in 1988. He has been president 

of the Organization of American 

Historians (1993-94) and of the 

American Historical Association 

(2000). 
Henry Black gave the keynote 

address at the 100th anniversary 

celebration of the Jilin Municipal 

Hospital in Jilin City, China. 

David Epstein wrote in re¬ 

sponse to my urgent plea for news. 

"Since I've never said a word in 

the Class Notes, if you want to 

say that due to my poor money¬ 

handling skills I continue to toil in 

the vineyards of the law in Laguna 

Beach, Calif., and continue to raise 

high-schoolers, you are free to do 

so. Specifically, even though I have 

trouble hammering a picture hook 

in straight, I sue contractors who 

screw up their construction jobs." 

David, I'm sure that there are 

many classmates who could use 

your services — too bad I didn't 

know your specialty sooner. 

Bob Heller and his wife visited 

France to stay at their son's chateau 

(Chateau de Tourreau) in Provence. 

They had a wonderful time there 

and then took a walking tour of 

Burgundy. Bob's wife took so many 

pictures of grapes that he says they 

will have to add a Bacchus room to 

their house. 

Frank Sypher reports, "In Nov¬ 

ember 2008 a new book of mine was 

published: New York State Society of 
the Cincinnati: Histories of New York 
Regiments of the Continental Army 
(Fishkill, N.Y.: New York State Soci¬ 

ety of the Cincinnati, 2008). 

"The book gives a detailed 

chronology of each New York 

Continental regiment, year by 

year, from 1775-83. Also included 

are chapters on other branches of 

the Revolutionary service, such as 

the medical corps, quartermaster 

corps (commissaries), chaplains. 

Navy, Marines and so forth. This 

is a companion volume to an ear¬ 

lier work of mine: New York State 
Society of the Cincinnati: Biographies 
of Original Members and Other 
Continental Officers (2004). One 

aspect of the regimental histories is 

biographical — if one knows what 

regiment a man served in, one can 

estimate from the history of his 

regiment the campaigns he was in 

and the battles in which he saw ac¬ 

tion. Detailed regimental histories 

like this have not been available be¬ 

fore for most New York regiments 

of the American Revolution." 

Paul Gorrin writes, "Apiece of 

my writing is published in the Yale 
Journal for Humanities in Medicine 
(not an essay nor case report). I 

wrote it in tribute to a dear patient 

of mine, a mechanic at a local boat¬ 

yard who moved from Vermont to 

southern Delaware to be near his 

brother and parents when his mar¬ 

riage ended. We would talk about 

Vermont, where I was a post-doc 

at UVM doing research in lung 

cancer immunology, and where I 

met my wife, who was bom there. 

Our four children were bom in 

southern Delaware. Gary died of 

lung cancer at 53." 

You will find a link to Paul's piece 

on our Web site, www.cc63ers.com. 

Jeff Wechsler (now going by 

his middle name, Bruce) writes, 

"It's finally my turn to weigh in on 

Class Notes. Since you and I went 

to school together from the seventh 

grade at P.S. 6, you are entitled to 

an update. During a 30-year stint 

in hotel management in Chicago, 

I formed a separate real estate 

company and a separate hotel 

management company with some 

partners. From 1970-93,1 was the 

CEO of a hotel company operating 

five hotels in Chicago, the largest 

being the 615-room McCormick 

Center Hotel across from McCor¬ 

mick Place Convention Center. 

"From 1991-2000, my new 

company. Aerie Hotels & Resorts, 

purchased and managed the Eagle 

Ridge Resort in Galena, Ill., and 

started up and managed the Silver 

Eagle Casino in Dubuque, Iowa. 

We sold both in 1999. 

"My real estate company, which 

I had started in 1978, eventually 

acquired more than 15 properties 

between 1978-2008. In 2008, we 

sold the majority of our portfolio 

to a private equity firm and are 

currently managing that portfolio 

for the buyer. That management 

agreement will end this year, at 

which time I will be semi-retired. 

I will be associated with a new 

management firm consulting on 

acquisitions and management for 

the foreseeable future while I enjoy 

extra time with my wife, Sandy, 

and my two sons and one grand¬ 

daughter." 

Larry Neuman sent out New 

Year's greetings with a photo he 

took of some yurts that caught his 

eye on the way to Hohhot. In the 

background is a wind turbine, and 

in the foreground, a large satellite 

dish. Ah, the Earth is flat. 

Visit tire CC63ers Web site to see 

the picture. 

Doug Anderson writes, "The 

only news I have is that [my wife] 

Dale's 65th birthday was January 

13 and we celebrated with friends 

and family at Walt Disney World. 

We were a group of 100-plus: We 

invited friends from Tel Aviv, Rot¬ 

terdam, New York, Philadelphia, 

Boston, Seattle, Los Angeles and 

San Francisco and figured that only 

Victor Margolin '63 has been nominated for the 

2009 Cooper-Hewitt Design Mind Award as part of 

the National Design Awards. 

a small percentage would come ... 

wrong. The theme of the responses 

was that after 2008, everyone 

wants to spend a few days just 

being a kid again. 

"I recently spent a day with 

Larry Wein '63E. Larry and I knew 

each other from summer camp, 

where we were both sent at 4. 

We were in the same bunk from 

4—13 but only saw each other at 

Columbia on rare occasion. Last 

year, we saw each other because 

of Myra and Bob Kraft (Bob and 

Larry were at Harvard Business 

School together). We played golf 

and I re-introduced Larry to one 

of our bunkmates who lives here. 

They hadn't seen each other in 

53 years and, honestly, it was 

like they had known each other 

forever. Amazing." 

Barry Jay Reiss spent an extraor¬ 

dinary vacation exploring Sedona, 

Ariz., and highly recommends a visit. 

Michael Erdos writes, "My 

youngest daughter, Elleree, de¬ 

clined admission to Columbia and 

Harvard, and is having the time of 

her life at Williams College, which 

turns out to be a perfect fit for her 

in every way. 

"My son, Alexander, is halfway 

through law school at Suffolk 

University, sharing an apartment 

in Brookline and now running 

marathons, having participated in 

crew, water polo and then triathlons 

in college. 

"My older children (from my 

first marriage) each have two chil¬ 

dren, who are the only ones who 

are allowed to call me 'Grandpa' 

(even though I don't feel like one). 

"I am an emergency physician at 

the Lahey Clinic in Massachusetts 

and also direct my American Heart 

Association Training Center and 

Philips Healthcare Defibrillator 

Distributorship in Woburn, Mass. 

(Emergency Response Training As¬ 

sociates), leaving just enough time 

for me to get to tire gym 3-4 times 

a week, come home, kiss my wife 

and go to bed." 

Victor Margolin retired from 

the University of Illinois, Chicago, 

and is now professor emeritus 

of design history. He has been 

nominated for the 2009 Cooper- 

Hewitt Design Mind Award as part 

of the National Design Awards and 

continues to work on his world 

history of design as well as to lec¬ 

ture on design and design history 

in various parts of the world. He 

was chairperson of the jury for Bio 

21: Industrial Design Biennial in 

Ljubljana, Slovenia, in November. 

Remember, the Class of '63 

lunches are still going strong at 

the Columbia Club on West 43rd 

Street, so plan to visit New York to 

join us. The next gatherings are on 

March 12 and April 9. Check the 

Web site for details. 
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In the meantime, let us know 

what you are up to, how you're 

doing and what's next. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Stella Miele-Zanedis 

mf2413@columbia.edu 

212-851-7846 

DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 

212-851-7494 

64 
Norman Olch 

233 Broadway 

New York, NY 10279 

norman@nolch.com 

While I am writing this in the first 

days in January, it will be several 

months before it appears in CCT. 

So let me wish you and your loved 

ones a belated but heartfelt Happy 

New Year. 

This year marks the 45th anniver¬ 

sary of our graduation. Preparations 

are under way for Alumni Reunion 

Weekend, to be held at the College 

and around the city from Thursday, 

June 4-Sunday, June 7. Details to 

come. Among those who have al¬ 

ready said they will be there are Jim 

Akers, Adam Bender, Steve Case, 

Tony David, Kevin DeMarrais, 

Henry Epstein, Gerry Freedman, 

Marty Isserlis, Howard Jacobson, 

Gil Kahn, Fred Kantor, Ed Leavy, 

Peter Lowitt, Dan Press, Ira Rox- 

land, Nick Rudd, Steve Solomon, 

Irv Spitzberg, Peter Thall, Allen 

Tobias, Ivan Weissman and Jerry 

Zupnick. Mark your calendars. 

Gene Meyer writes: "Five years 

after taking a buyout from The Wash¬ 
ington Post, all is well with me, if not 

with the newspaper industry. I have 

a thriving freelance business that 

includes writing about once a month 

for The New York Times — real estate 

stories and occasional features for 

the Friday 'Escapes' section." 

In 2008 Gene co-authored an ar¬ 

ticle on sexual abuse by two Jewish 

clergy that won an award from the 

American Jewish Press Association, 

and earlier he wrote a piece for CCT 

on Steven Joel Trachtenberg '59, 

who stepped down from the presi¬ 

dency of The George Washington 

University after 20 years. [Editor's 

note: See www.college.columbia. 

edu / cct_archive / jul_aug07 / 

featuresl.php.] In 2007 Gene's 

bimonthly column in Maryland 
Life magazine won the award for 

best column from the International 

Regional Magazine Association. 

"But the best news of all," writes 

Gene, "is this: I have a wonderful 

wife, Sandra, and three sons, Eric, 

David and Aaron, all of whom 

make me happy and proud." 

Steve Case sent a review of How 
to Be Perfect, poems by Ron Padgett, 

which appeared in the New York Re¬ 
view of Books. The review is effusive 

with praise for Ron's "extraordi¬ 

nary" and "powerful" poetry. 

Jerry Oster forwarded a review 

of his 2008: In addition to various 

happy family events, it was his 

10th year teaching at Duke, he 

turned 65, celebrated his 17th wed¬ 

ding anniversary with Trisha, and 

published his 21st novel, Alma. 
I spotted a letter to the editor 

in the Financial Times from Allen 

Tobias. Commenting on an article 

about Allen Ginsberg '48's Kaddish, 
he wrote: "It is his best long poem 

and probably the best written in 

English anywhere in the second 

half of the 20th century. It certainly 

changed my life." 

The January/February issue 

of CCT carried a lengthy excerpt 

from Physics for Future Presidents: 
The Science Behind the Headlines by 

Richard Muller. Rich is professor 

of physics at UC Berkeley, where a 

poll of students voted his course, 

also called "Physics for Future 

Presidents," the Best Class of 2008. 

If you did not write to me in 

2008, now is the time to make 

amends. Your classmates want to 

hear from you. 

Leonard B. Pack 

924 West End Ave. 

New York, NY 10025 

packlb@aol.com 

Maybe I have a weakness for 

celebrities, but I always get a thrill 

when I read about a member of 

our class in the press (so long as 

the classmate is not in trouble). 

December gave me a double dose 

of Class of 1965 pleasure. 

The New York Times Book Review of 

December 14 contained a list of "The 

10 Best Books of 2008." Five of the 

books were nonfiction and five were 

fiction. No. 1 on the fiction list was 

Dangerous Laughter, Thirteen Stories 
by Steven Millhauser. The editors 

write, "In his first collection in five 

years, a master fabulist in the tradi¬ 

tion of Poe and Nabokov invents 

spookily plausible parallel universes 

in which the deepest human emo¬ 

tions and yearnings are transformed 

into their monstrous opposites. Mill¬ 

hauser is especially attuned to the 

purgatory of adolescence. In the title 

story, teenagers attend sinister 'laugh 

parties'; in another, a mysteriously 

afflicted girl hides in the darkness of 

her attic bedroom. Time and again 

these parables revive the possibil¬ 

ity that 'under this world there 

is another, waiting to be bom.'" 

Congratulations, Steven! 

And, on December 28, the Times 
published a Letter to the Editor 

from Haskel Levi. Haskel's letter 

responded to an earlier article about 

the classic film. You Can't Take It 
With You, and the urmerving resem¬ 

blance of the economic times depict¬ 

ed in that film to those threatening 

us now. I quote Haskel's letter: 

"It is not only in economic mat¬ 

ters that old movies can seem to 

belong 'to the scary here and now.' 

John Ford's 1936 movie. The Prison¬ 
er of Shark Island, with a screenplay 

by Nunnally Johnson, concerns a 

national security calamity — the 

assassination of Abraham Lincoln. 

It includes a military-run prison on 

an island off the coast of Florida. In 

a key scene, the assistant secretary 

of war explains to a group of mili¬ 

tary officers who will preside at a 

court martial that the purpose of 

the trial is not to determine guilt or 

innocence, but 'to save this country 

from further bloodshed.' 

"He goes on, 'The trial has been 

placed in your hands rather than in 

a civil court' because 'hardness is all 

that can save the country from riots, 

mob rule.' 

relocated to New York to join my 

wife, Jan — she had moved here 

two years earlier to establish an 

ombudsman office in a financial 

management firm on Sixth Avenue. 

It's a surprising turn of events that 

after 30 years in southern California 

(the infamous 'O.C.'), with both our 

kids having been bom and raised 

there, we're now all four of us living 

in Manhattan. For me, of course, it 

had meant coming home again, and 

I'm enjoying it immensely. Part of 

what I spend my time on is sorting 

through masses of family archives 

(documents, photos, etc.) and 

organizing the material for family/ 

public consumption, some results 

of which can be viewed at www. 

gutmanfamily.org. But it doesn't 

seem one can really retire from an 

academic career, one just moves to 

different ways of exercising it. I've 

put off looking for teaching oppor- 

Gene Leff '66 was appointed deputy bureau chief 

of the Environmental Protective Bureau of the New 

York State Attorney General's Office. 

"He continues, 'You must not 

allow your judgment and decision 

in this case to be troubled by any 

trifling technicalities of the law 

or any pedantic regard for the 

customary rules of evidence.' 

"He encourages his listeners, 'You 

must not allow yourself to be influ¬ 

enced by that obnoxious creation of 

legal nonsense, reasonable doubt.' 

"We are, as always, in the words 

of Bob Dylan, 'Stuck inside of Mobile 

with the Memphis blues again.'" 

Stuart Berkman 

Rua Mello Franco, 580 

Teresopolis, Rio de Janeiro 

25960-531 Brasil 

smbl02@columbia.edu 

We heard from Gene Leff a few 

months ago, and he sent along the 

following news: "I've been ap¬ 

pointed deputy bureau chief of the 

Environmental Protective Bureau 

of the New York State Attorney 

General's office, where I have spent 

most of my career. I have been 

handling environmental litigation 

there related to the Hudson River, 

Newtown Creek and, in earlier 

years, the Love Canal. On the side, 

I have been singing in choruses, 

including performances in Carnegie 

Hall this year." You can contact 

Gene at elgenelO@earthlink.net. 

And from Manhattan, ex-Cali- 

fomian George Gutman brings us 

up-to-date on the last few decades 

of his life: "Two years ago I retired 

from my faculty position at UC 

Irvine's School of Medicine and 

tunities in New York since I've been 

asked to return to UCI each fall to 

continue teaching the immunology 

course that I've presented for many 

years to our first-year medical 

students. And there are several 

research projects I hope to pursue 

here (in molecular evolution and 

computational biology, for which I 

don't need a lab or a grant) once I 

get myself better organized. 

"I look forward to re-establishing 

old contacts, and making new ones, 

with my Columbia classmates." You 

can reach George at gagutman@ 

uci.edu. 

"I've turned in the manuscript 

for the second edition of my book. 

The Story of Libraries: From the 
Invention of Writing to the Computer 
Age," wrote Fred Lemer in late 

2008 from White River Junction, 

Vt. "It is scheduled to appear from 

Continuum Books in the summer. 

The first (1998) edition has been 

adopted as a textbook in library 

schools in at least 13 countries and 

has been translated into Spanish 

and Turkish." Fred earned a doctor 

of library science degree at Colum¬ 

bia in 1981. You can reach him at 

fred.lemer@dartmouth.edu. 

A few months ago, Michael 

Dykema '01 sent us a sad note: "I 

am writing to inform you of the 

death of my father, Christopher 

Dykema, on September 11,2008. 

The cause of death was cancer. He 

had worked as a social worker in 

the Bronx for 23 years. A second 

generation Columbia College 

graduate, he is survived by his 

wife, Ellen, and sons, Michael 
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Tom Werman ’67 Offers Informal Luxury at Stonover 

Though life as a musician, 
producer and innkeep¬ 
ing entrepreneur has 

kept him busy since gradua¬ 
tion, Tom Werman '67, '69 
Business has remained active 
in the Columbia community. 
His dedication is such that, in 
his role as an alumni interview¬ 
er, he has been known to go 
straight from doing yard work 
to greeting applicants, still 
wearing the jeans and plaid he 
uses for mowing the lawn. 

For Werman, "mowing the 
lawn" is more of a production 
than you might imagine. Ston¬ 
over Farm, the luxury bed-and- 
breakfast owned and operated 
by Werman and his wife, Suky, 
is situated on 10 acres of land 
just outside the village of Lenox, 
a small, scenic community in 
Western Massachusetts. The 
grounds include forests, a duck 
pond and a great deal of grass. 

Before opening Stonover 
Farm, the wermans undertook 
an extensive renovation project. 
The inn's main building, which 
once served as the farmhouse 
for a larger estate, was built in 
1890, and while the exterior now 
looks just as it did in the 19th 
century, the interior of the bed- 
and-breakfast is far from rustic. 
There are five suites at Stonover 
Farm, complete with sitting 
rooms, closet space and thor¬ 
oughly modern plumbing. Suky 
Werman has decorated the inn 
with a variety of contemporary 
paintings, sculptures and pottery 
pieces, adding to the atmosphere 
of up-to-date elegance. 

The Wermans prize comfort 
over formality, a philosophy 
that guides their management 
style. Everything at the inn, 
from the on-premises library 
to Werman's made-to-order 

breakfasts, is designed to offer 
visitors convenience and hos¬ 
pitality, without the stuffiness 
that, according to Werman, is 
characteristic of many other 
upscale bed-and-breakfasts. 
instead of crocheted doilies 
and hand-knit afghans, the 
Wermans offer silent air con¬ 
ditioning and wireless Internet 
access. "In every suite is a pri¬ 
vate phone, plus a flat-screen 
television and an extensive 
DVD collection," Werman adds. 
"We really have everything you 
could want." 

Werman added "innkeeper" 
to his resume with the opening 
of Stonover Farm in 2002. Be¬ 
fore he and his family moved to 
Lenox, they had lived for more 
than two decades in California, 
where Werman made a name 
for himself as a record pro¬ 
ducer. Combining instrumental 
talent with corporate savvy 
was a natural career choice for 
Werman, who earned an M.B.A. 
after earning his undergraduate 

degree in music. 
Werman applied to the Col¬ 

lege on the advice of a high 
school teacher, and it was a 
decision he has never regret¬ 
ted. He took advantage of the 
opportunities of city life, includ¬ 
ing going to concerts and clubs 
and, later, performing at some 
of those same venues with 
his college band, The Walkers, 
where he sang and played 
guitar and drums. In the class¬ 
room, he was particularly in¬ 
fluenced by professors Robert 
Brustein '57 GSAS ("The Classic 
Drama") and Richard Gilman 
("The Modern Drama"). Outside 
of academics, he remembers 
living in Carman Hall with par¬ 
ticular fondness. "Those were 
exciting times," Werman recalls. 
"College is supposed to be the 
most exciting and intellectually 
freeing experience of your life, 
and that's exactly what it was." 

Which is not to say that 
there was any lack of excite¬ 
ment in Werman's life after he 

left Columbia. During his career 
as a record executive, he pro¬ 
duced albums for heavy metal 
giants such as Motley Crue, 
Poison and Twisted Sister. He 
also contributed to many of 
his albums as a guitarist and 
percussionist, even providing 
back-up vocals on occasion. 

During the '90s, however, 
Werman's enthusiasm for 
the music business began to 
wane. The professional envi¬ 
ronment had changed, as had 
the consumers. It was then 
that he began to look seriously 
into the possibility of open¬ 
ing a bed-and-breakfast, an 
idea he'd been considering 
for some time. He found the 
Stonover Farm site on his first 
day of searching in Lenox, and 
he knew instantly that it was 
the perfect spot. Having grown 
up in Boston, he was thrilled at 
the chance to start his new inn 
in Massachusetts. 

Even in his idyllic East Coast 
setting, Werman can't avoid the 
spotlight entirely. Rave reviews 
from critics and visitors have 
given Stonover Farm a great 
reputation and a thriving busi¬ 
ness, not to mention an impres¬ 
sive client list — past guests 
include Bonnie Raitt, Malcolm 
Gladwell and Leonard Nimoy. 

Werman is ecstatic about 
the success of his venture, but 
it has not been an easy feat. A 
great deal of effort, planning and 
creative ingenuity are required 
to make the bed-and-breakfast 
a continued success. Despite its 
challenges, managing an inn has 
been a rewarding process for 
Stonover Farm's proprietors. "It's 
been a wonderful experience," 
says Werman. "We've done very 
well." 

Grace Laidlaw '77 

and Daniel '03." Michael went on 

to comment, "My father always 

scanned the '66 Class Notes, and I 

think he would have wanted this 

noted in Columbia College Today." 
A recent issue of the National Law 

Journal carried an extensive profile 

of Ed Kabak '69L. Ed is the chief 

legal counsel for the Promotional 

Marketing Association, a New York- 

based not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1911 as a resource for 

research, education and collabora¬ 

tion for companies involved in 

promotional marketing. Its mem¬ 

bership is drawn across the board 

from Fortune 500 companies. Ed 

has worked with the FCC, FTC and 

National Association of Broadcast¬ 

ers, among others, in various litiga¬ 

tions. Although focused primarily 

on the North American market, the 

scope of PMA's activities is truly 

international. 

Ed comments, "One must pay 

attention if practicing in a world 

economy," as laws governing 

promotional activities, such as 

contests, sweepstakes, giveaways 

and so forth can vary significantly 

from one country to another. What 

is considered perfectly legal in one 

jurisdiction may be completely il¬ 

legal in another, and it is Ed's role to 

offer guidance and counsel to firms 

venturing into overseas markets. 

Aside from his professional activi¬ 

ties, Ed is a poet, inventor of word 

games and voracious reader, with 

10,000 books in his collection. "I am 

also in the process of writing an ex¬ 

perimental novel, if I can find time 

from a busy schedule," he added. 

Ed's e-mail is ekabak@pmalink.org. 
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Albert Zonana 

425 Arundel Rd. 

Goleta, CA 93117 

azl64@columbia.edu 

With all we've seen and accom¬ 

plished, this column shouldn't be 

empty. Please send news! 

Arthur Spector 

271 Central Park West 

New York, NY 10024 

abszzzz@aol.com 

This column was due January 5 

and, as usual, I did it at the last 

moment. Hopefully everyone is 

well and 2008 was an OK year. I 

actually in many ways found it to 

be a good one. We had a fine re¬ 

union — large turnout — and that 

was memorable. Thanks for the 

holiday cards that I received from 

some of you a few months ago. 

This is not a request for cards. I am 

truly the worst at doing cards. But 

of special note was the one from 

Bill McDavid, who probably feels 

guilty for my continued difficultly 

with my right shoulder injured 

during our squash game. From 

Ohio, I received a note from Eileen 

and Ken Tomecki — Ken, thanks, 

and it was great to see you two at 

the reunion; and also from Sarah 

and Bill Joseph, with a picture of 

children and their spouses and 

grandkids. Bill reports he was in 

tire city in February and wanted 

to get together. I was invited to 

Ira McCown's New Year's Eve 

party and wasn't able to go, but it 

sounded like lots of fun. Hopefully 

he and I will have seen a basketball 

game or two before this magazine 

is printed. Vickie and Paul de Bary 

and I had a glass of wine early in 

the evening of New Year's Eve. 

They were in grand humor on the 

way to the opera for dinner and 

dancing afterward. John Roy sent 

me a note wishing me a happy 

New Year, and he sent on this note 

from Patrick Dumont: 

"Friends, Chers Amis, Caros 

Amigos, 

"From Southern France, my family 

and I wish you a very happy and 

successful New Year in 2009. We 

hope it will bring you good health, 

professional and academic success, 

and happiness to your household 

and your extended family. Let us 

stay in touch in the New Year." 

Speaking of France, I saw Reid 

Feldman, who was in town for a 

couple of days. We had lunch at 

the Yale Club. He looks great and 

is busy still gainfully doing legal 

work, and his son is now in the city 

so I suspect we will see more of 

him. Given Bill McDavid's home 

in Paris, I suspect we should all 

visit Paris soon with Reid and Bill 

playing host. 

Greg Winn has been enjoying 

his world, keeping busy but hav¬ 

ing some fun on the side. He con¬ 

tinues his honorable public sector 

work. He saw Neil Anderson in 

sunny Florida, where I believe Neil 

and his lovely wife suffer through 

some of the winter months. 

I get e-mails from the other 

Arlington classmate. Paul Brosnan 

and I have similar views on certain 

topics so he sends me very funny 

and clever thoughts regularly. 

Paul, understand that Arlington 

is much different from when we 

grew up there. I am planning to go 

for a visit in the next few months 

and will report back to you. 

I saw John White at a football 

game toward the end of the season. 

He was enjoying the game. The 

team is clearly doing much better. 

Great coach. John's firm has a new 

address at 30 Rock, and his e-mail 

there is jwhite@cooperdunam.com. 

(I hope that is OK to report.) 

Phil Mandelker seems to be do¬ 

ing well, and he reminds me that I 

am overdue in visiting him in Tel 

Aviv. I am coming Phil, I guarantee 

you. And I am looking forward to 

it. I do want to get to Hong Kong, 

too, to see John Chee, who I think 

is getting tired of inviting me. 

John Tait sent a note wondering 

about the Columbia aspect of the 

inauguration — I couldn't report 

much, but I believe he will be 

there, as he is the only Democrat 

in Idaho. I know underneath the 

surface, based upon his note to 

me — which could not be tongue 

in cheek — that he had a special 

affection for the former small 

city mayor and governor of Bob 

Carlson's home state of Alaska. 

John wrote something about 

"keeping our guns clean, loaded 

and handy." John, that sounds like 

our upstate New York and New 

England Yankee traditions. 

In late November I received 

an update from one of Michael 

McGuire's assistants, who thought 

we would like to hear great news. 

"Michael F. McGuire, M.D., 

FACS, of Santa Monica, Calif., was 

elected president of The American 

Society Of Plastic Surgeons at the 

annual meeting of the society in 

Chicago [several months ago]. 

"The ASPS is the largest society 

of board certified plastic surgeons 

in the world, with over 6,000 mem¬ 

bers. The society has 63 committees 

working on all aspects of the spe¬ 

cialty, including research, education, 

legislative advocacy, communica¬ 

tions, federal and state affairs, and a 

wide range of member benefits. 

"Dr. McGuire is associate clinical 

professor of surgery at UCLA, and 

in private practice in Santa Monica. 

He has been chief of plastic surgery 

at St. John's Health Center for 

more than 10 years. In the past. 

Dr. McGuire was president of 

The California Society of Plastic 

Surgeons, president of the largest 

national association accrediting 

office based surgery centers and 

president of The Medicare Quality 

Improvement Organization for 

California, Lumetra." 

Congratulations to Michael. We 

have such a distinguished group of 

talented physicians from our class. 

It was great to see Michael at the 

reunion, too. 

I recently went to see the Alvin 

Ailey dance group with my daugh¬ 

ter, Hannah '06, who is off to gradu¬ 

ate school in the fall. We had a great 

time at supper, too. My son, Sam 

'09, who finishes Columbia College 

this semester, seems not to be ready 

for the full-time job scenario for a 

while. He would prefer to go to the 

gym with me. 

I see Seth Weinstein at the gym. 

We support each other's efforts to 

stay in good health. As Tom San¬ 

ford noted at our reunion, it is a 

very good way to spend some time. 

I am always pleased to hear from 

you or about other classmates, of 

course. Send in the news. I am plan¬ 

ning to get to my place in Saratoga 

soon for some snow and recreation 

and yes, the snowmobile. I was 

thinking of organizing a reunion 

in advance of the next one — a 

special one for the class on campus. 

Maybe May or June 2010. Let me 

know what you think. (I don't think 

we need to abide by reunion date 

rules.) We are the Class of 1968 — I 

recall that class had no interest in 

rules. Be well. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Stella Miele-zanedis 
mf24l3@columbia.edu 

212-851-7846 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-851-7494 

Michael Oberman 

Kramer Levin Naftalis & 

Frankel 

1177 Avenue of the 

Americas 

New York, NY 10036 

moberman@ 

kramerlevin.com 

Gersh Locker writes: "After 29 

years practicing medical oncology, 

doing research in cancer pharma¬ 

cology and genetics, and teaching 

at Northwestern, I retired in March 

2007 and joined AstraZeneca Phar¬ 

maceuticals. My job involves new 

drug development projects par¬ 

ticularly related to gastrointestinal 

malignancies. What is great about 

the job is that it forces me to con¬ 

tinue to learn molecular biology 

and pathophysiology 35 years after 

medical school and allows me to be 

involved in developing innovative 

'personalized' therapies for cancer. 

The only down side to the job is a 

lot of travel. I miss my patients but 

not the call schedules and the pa¬ 

perwork. I still attend conferences 

and teach at the hospital. 

My wife, Louise, is back to 

painting after taking time off to 

campaign for Obama. She is the 

incredible stabilizing force in my 

life. Our daughter, Rachel, having 

graduated from the University of 

Illinois with a degree in political 

science, decided she didn't want to 

go to law school and enrolled in an 

accelerated program and got her 

B.S.N. and R.N. She now works on 

my old oncology floor at Evanston 

Hospital. The hospital got a good 

deal trading me for her. I am not 

sure I will make it to the reunion 

but wish all our classmates health 

and happiness." 

From Joe Matema: "It is always 

with pride and dignity when I state 

that I am a graduate of Columbia 

College. I am continuously grateful 

that this Catholic kid from Gar¬ 

field, N.J., was given the cherished 

opportunity to be part of the Co¬ 

lumbia experience and to benefit 

from the great education obtained 

from the College and to have made 

so many great, true and lifelong 

friends and memories there. After 

College, I was fortunate enough 

to go on to the Law School, which 

I hold in the same high esteem. I 

have been practicing trusts and 

estates law in New York and 

Florida for more than 35 years and 

am a partner /head of the trusts 

and estates department at the Wall 

Street law firm of Solomon Blum 

Heymann & Stich. I love the trusts 

and estates field, where I have 

earned the trust and confidence of 

my clients, many of whom have 

been my loyal clients for more than 

25 years. 

"In 19751 married Dolores, 

who is from Staten Island, and as 

of December we are married for 

33 wonderful years. Dolores loves 

antique cars, so on our 31st wed¬ 

ding anniversary, I surprised her 

with a mint 1931 Ford Model A, 

which we enjoy driving on week¬ 

ends on Staten Island, where we 

have lived since we were married. 

Dolores and I are active members 

of the Staten Island Historical So¬ 

ciety. One of my greatest pleasures 

in life was to have all of our three 

daughters graduate from the Col¬ 

lege — Jodi '99, Jennifer '02 and 

Janine '05 — and for me to have 

the distinction of being the only 

alumnus in the College's 254-year 

history to have three daughters 

graduate from the College. What 

gives me even more pride and 

pleasure is to see how much all of 

our daughters love and cherish 

the College based upon their own 
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experiences. Dolores has been 

on campus so much through the 

years that our daughters and I 

have made her an honorary mem¬ 

ber of the Columbia family, and 

she loves it. As a family we go to 

the campus at least three or four 

times a year just to walk around 

on a Saturday or a Sunday and 

to savor the nostalgia of our fond 

memories there. 

"Through the years, Dolores, 

our daughters and I have traveled 

extensively as a family abroad and 

all over the continental United 

States, and our travels have further 

bonded us. Our travels have 

included, but have not been limited 

to, extensive touring of Italy, Sicily, 

France, Germany, Austria, England, 

Switzerland, Hungary, Slovenia, The 

Czech Republic, Spain, Croatia and 

the Bahamas. For my 60th birthday 

last year, instead of throwing a big 

party for me, which I did not want, 

our daughters surprised Dolores and 

me by treating us to a vacation with 

them on a two-week Mediterranean 

cruise through Italy and Croatia, 

where the sights of Portofino, Venice, 

Capri, Split and Dubrovnik (to name 

a few) always will be remembered 

and where I was finally able to get 

into the Blue Grotto in Capri (where 

previously the water was always too 

rough or the tide too high to actu¬ 

ally take the little rowboat into the 

famous Blue Grotto). 

"I am looking forward to our 

40th reunion. I have attended each 

reunion we have had so far and 

have enjoyed each one of them. It 

will be terrific seeing everyone and 

reminiscing again about our great 

times on campus and since then. I 

often laugh about one of my first 

Columbia experiences. It happened 

during Freshman Week when my 

first-year roommate, Alan Sullivan, 

who was from Salt Lake City, and 

I went one afternoon by subway 

to explore midtown. We were just 

walking around and happened 

to pass the then-famous Cheetah 

Night Club. There was a bouncer 

outside who had at least a 22-inch 

neck. I asked him, 'What time do 

things get going here?' The bouncer 

said, 'Doors open 9:30/1 then asked 

him 'What7 s the attire?' The bouncer 

looked puzzled and obviously 

didn't know what the word 'attire' 

meant. So the bouncer gave Alan 

and me a dirty look and abruptly 

said, 'Doors open 9:30/1 still laugh 

about this to this day." 

Bill Stadiem's latest book. Don't 
Mind If I Do, an autobiography of 

George Hamilton co-authored by 

Bill, has been a bestseller. Bill is 

working on a screenplay based on 

one of his earlier books, Mr. S: My 
Life with Frank Sinatra, co-authored 

with Sinatra's valet. Bill told me 

he's done six drafts. He continues 

work on his book about Harry 

Winston; he was in Paris doing 

interviews on the very day that 

armed robbers stole more than 

$100 million in diamonds from the 

Paris branch of Harry Winston. 

Fortunately, Bill was safely in his 

hotel at the time. 

vasectomy techniques. Regarding 

circumcision. I'm working with 

urologists in the United States and 

Canada, and FHI staff in Africa, to 

help train providers for infant and 

adult circumcision procedures with 

the goal of reducing HIV infection 

attending the reunion (yea) or not 

(boo), please complete and submit 

the questionnaire for our reunion 

Class Book. Please help us create 

an interesting book with substan¬ 

tial participation. 

Bill Stadiem '69's latest book. Don't Mind If I Do, 

a co-authored autobiography of George Hamilton, 

has been a bestseller. 

Bill Stark writes: "Sometimes I 

think the life of an aging professor 

must be very dull because my first 

inclination was to say 'Just add one 

to most everything I said a year ago: 

four grandkids, 39 years married, 32 

years without missing a day of jog¬ 

ging. Although 'I had my fun' (see 

all the research on my home page), 

the senescent college professor 

finds the teaching/research ratio to 

increase each year, but I'm OK with 

that, won a teaching award from 

the student government association 

in 2005 and a mentoring award 

from the college in 2008. Having 

just drafted my holiday letter (as I 

have every year for at least 13), I am 

way more optimistic about life than 

my comment makes me sound. In 

addition to tunes, photos, garden 

and houseplants, this year, Google 

being so good, I acknowledged 

a hobby I've had for about five 

years: finding, for correspondence, 

friends, former students and former 

professors with whom I had lost 

touch. This includes my freshman 

roommate from the third floor of 

Carman Hall, who informed me 

that my sophomore roommate is 

'no longer with us.' Also, my junior- 

year apartment-mate who was 

in our wedding. Also one of my 

musician friends who verified that 

our mutual guitar-playing friend 

also had died young. Many of us 

reflected a lot last year since it was 

the 40th anniversary of the unrest. 

It was also the 40th anniversary of 

MLK and RFK assassinations and 

the infamous Democratic national 

convention. Whew, 1968, what a 

year!" 

Dave Sokal reports: "On the 

family side of things, my wife, 

Christine, and I recently celebrated 

our 37th anniversary, and our two 

sons are out on their own and 

doing OK. On the professional 

side of things. I'm at Family Health 

International, Durham, N.C. (www. 

fhi.org). My current focus is on the 

intersection of urology and public 

health, specifically vasectomy and 

circumcision. Regarding vasectomy, 

my research has led to my being 

the only non-surgeon on a com¬ 

mittee of the American Urological 

Association to draft guidelines on 

rates. Please give me a ring/send an 

e-mail (dsokal@fhi.org) if you're ex¬ 

perienced in performing /teaching 

either infant or adult circumcision 

procedures and would be interested 

in traveling to exotic locations." 

Dave Rosedahl, in addition to 

practicing law with Briggs and Mor¬ 

gan in Minneapolis, recently com¬ 

pleted teaching securities regulation 

for a third term as adjunct professor 

at William Mitchell Law School 

(Warren Burger's alma mater). 

Dave says: "While teaching is 

hard work, even the third time 

around, it certainly was aided by the 

securities markets in 2008. Noting 

that many answers to the same ques¬ 

tions have changed considerably in 

my career, I stressed that students 

in the class would certainly have 

the opportunity to rewrite laws and 

rules in the coming decade." 

I am always asking classmates 

to share reflections on courses or 

teachers with an enduring influence 

on their lives. Here's one from 

me. During my senior year at the 

College, I took Professor Henry 

Graff's seminar on the American 

Presidency and focused my study 

on Presidential inaugural addresses. 

I adapted my seminar work into 

an article that was published in 

Harvard Magazine's January/Febru¬ 

ary 1977 issue. The nice aspect of 

the article is that it has an evergreen 

quality, becoming timely every four 

years. In connection with this year's 

inauguration. Harvard Magazine 
posted the article on its Web site, 

alongside a more recent article 

on the same subject by a Harvard 

professor of history that appeared 

in The New Yorker this January; for 

those who wish to see my article, 

here is the link: http: / / harvard 

magazine.com/ alumni-writers/ 

inaugural-addresses-then-now. I 

am especially pleased to report that, 

by sharing the link with Professor 

Graff, we were able to reconnect 

and to exchange e-mails on the 

subject of inaugural addresses 

in general and President Barack 

Obama '83's address in particular. 

Once again, please try to join us 

for the 40th reunion. Your atten¬ 

dance would help make the reunion 

a great success. Whether you are 

70 
Peter N. Stevens 

180 Riverside Dr., Apt. 9A 
New York, NY 10024 

peter.n.stevens@gsk.com 

In deep December, Bemie Josefs- 

berg finally reached that unmen¬ 

tionable chronological milestone 

that most of our class had achieved 

earlier in the year and marked it 

with a spirited birthday extrava¬ 

ganza near his Ridgewood, N.J., 

home. While there were many 

friends from his professional 

educational circles in attendance 

— Wayne Hills, N.J.; New Canaan, 

Conn.; and Leonia, N.J., school 

districts — where Bernie has been 

either principal or superintendent, 

and hordes of family and neigh¬ 

bors, the most prominent of Arose 

in attendance were (you guessed 

it) the Columbia contingent from 

our class. They included your 

increasingly crusty correspondent, 

Dennis Graham, Terry Sweeney 

and class wannabe Jim Alloy '69. 

It/ s amazing that after 42 years 

since we first entered Hamilton 

Hall, in September 1966, our bonds 

of friendship remain strong. And 

there is every indication that these 

bonds will continue to grow in the 

coming years, even if we continue 

to underachieve on our beloved 

gridiron. And for this, we thank 

you, alma mater. 

Correspondent news: While 

your failure to provide me with 

news about your lives often sends 

me into hysteria and fuels my fear 

(hope) that I'll be the first CCT 

correspondent to get fired, this 

time it's OK, as I have news of my 

own that I'll take the opportunity 

to brag about. My daughter, Alex 

'06 Barnard, who will receive her 

master's from the School of Public 

Health in June, was awarded a 

lucrative and prestigious fellow¬ 

ship for her work in the field of 

reproductive health policy issues. 

My son, Mike, continues to flourish 

at Morgan Stanley despite all the 

turmoil at our nation's financial 

institutions, and recently was 

promoted to a v.p. position — and 

he's 28. 

For classmates who cling to 

the notion that our class was part 

of the '60s revolution at Colum¬ 

bia, particularly when it came to 

popularizing the recreational use 

of a host of illegal drugs, I have 

some disappointing news. Drug 

use was rampant at alma mater 

in the '30s — the 1830s, that is. In 

his nine-volume diary, including a 
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Their College days may have ended more than 30 years ago, but a 
group of CC alumni proved that the glory days are still here. Compet¬ 
ing in the Head of the Charles Regatta in Cambridge, Mass., in October 
were (from left to right) William Conceicao, Walter Brown 73, Paul 
Demartini 72, Peter Darrow 72, Mark Lesky 72, Marc Binder 71, Paul 
Gruber '72E, Henry Herfindahl 72 and John Mulligan 72. 
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complete volume dedicated to his 

days as a College undergraduate, 

George Templeton Strong (Class 

of 1838) recounts that when he 

returned to campus for his junior 

year, he found the sophomores 

getting high on nitrous oxide (heh, 

heh, heh). At another point, he 

talks about the intense effects of in¬ 

haling chloroform as another form 

of recreation. Of course, opium 

and morphine are mentioned as 

well, but more as everyday pain 

killers. By the way, for those of you 

curious about what is was like to 

grow up in New York City and 

attend Columbia in the mid-1800s, 

the first volume of this diary is a 

wonderful read. 

Begging for News Department: 

I'm at my wit7s end and need news 

from you guys. As you have been 

witness to through the years, my 

standard for "newsworthiness" is 

quite modest. So, please take a few 

moments and drop me a note to let 

me know what's been going on in 

your lives. And, of course, remem¬ 

ber the College, and Go Lions! 

71 
Jim Shaw 

139 North 22nd St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

jes200@columbia.edu 

The Sunday Times of Malta (August 

31,2008) profiled James Pearson. 

"There is an excellent repetiteur 

behind eveiy successful opera singer. 

"Which is why, even while he 

takes a well-deserved summer break 

in Malta after his most successful 

season to date, [tenor Joseph] Calleja 

engages Pearson's services — to 

sharpen his remarkable talent. The 

American-born pianist, placid and 

seemingly unflappable hy nature, 

savours every minute. 

" 'I help the singers learn their 

music, to do it correctly, in tempo. 

"Pearson's regular job is at the 

Vienna State Opera — 'it's the 

centre of the universe for a musi¬ 

cian' — where he is a senior pianist 

through from early September to 

early June. He was offered a resi¬ 

dent post there after spending time 

in London and at various theatres 

in Germany and even Belgium. 

Repetiteur literally means repeat¬ 

ing, rehearsing.... 

" 'I knew early on I wanted to 

do something connected with the 

piano. I soon realized I didn't have 

the makings for a concert pianist, 

since you not just need musicality 

but also very fast reflexes. 

" 'And you have to practice 

eight hours a day and be posses¬ 

sed. But I found I was getting a lot 

of pleasure working with opera 

companies, working with singers. I 

find that7s what I do best.' " 

James has and "will be in de¬ 

mand" and Calleja "describes him 

as one of the top few of his kind in 

the world." 

Arvin Levine: "After 20 years 

as a pre-sales systems analyst for 

HP [Hewlett-Packard] (and the 

companies it acquired), I am look¬ 

ing for new opportunities, either 

to continue in pre-sales or a senior 

technical architecture or manage¬ 

ment role in an IT environment. I 

am an information systems architect 

with cutting edge expertise to im¬ 

prove business results by modern¬ 

izing and integrating applications. 

Creative alternative solutions based 

on technology-based analysis pro¬ 

duce bottom line savings. Superb 

communications across corporate 

levels ensure results and successful 

projects. 

"If one of our classmates [or 

other CCT readers] knows anyone 

who might know anyone (... ad 

infinitum) with an interesting 

position available for a senior IT 

architect or pre-sales technical ana¬ 

lyst, then I would certainly be glad 

to hear about it. I can be reached at 

201-862-1141 or arvinlevine@gmail. 

com." 

As for me, your correspondent, 

on a day in December, I am stand¬ 

ing in my health club here in Philly 

and this guy is walking toward me. 

As happens in a health club, one 

person is walking in one direction 

and others in other directions, so I 

really am not focused on any one 

person. There's no one with him or 

seemingly paying attention to him. 

As he comes closer, his face emerg¬ 

es from the multitude ("several- 

tude") and I think, that face looks 

familiar. He takes another step and 

I realize, this guy looks exactly like 

President Barack Obama '83, but in 

a gray T-shirt, long gym pants and 

no entourage. 

So what do you say to a guy 

who looks just like someone 

famous? In my case, I stuck out 

my hand and said "Good luck and 

congratulations." He grinned as 

he put his hand in mine, we gave 

them a shake, and he kept walking. 

Well, the heck with "famousity." 

This guy is another Columbian. 

That thought, however, is an after¬ 

thought. By this time, he is past 

me. So I turn around, and, as one 

of the former-linebacker-in-a-suit 

types who had been behind him 

deftly sweeps an arm across my 

chest to signify greater intent if 

necessary, I take a step back and 

with a smile I add (my editors will 

be proud), "I write the Class Notes 

for the Class of '71 at the College." 

Philly, he assumed I was talking 

about notes in class at some other 
unspecified college. 

There is something different be¬ 

tween the spoken and printed word. 

Reminds me of when I was working 

for appellate judges and read a 

transcript in which the court reporter 

in a divorce case kept referring to a 

partnership's "articles of dissolu¬ 

tion" by the more apt "articles of 

disillusion." So maybe had I said, 

"capital-C Qass capital-N Notes at 

the capital-C College," it might have 

helped. I really could have gone out 

on a limb and mentioned Columbia, 

or Columbia College Today. You know, 

so he could plausibly have had a 

clue as to what I meant. 

Now, if I'd been thinking quickly, 

or maybe thinking at all, perhaps 

I would have alluded instead to 

that other college, a subject of my 

research and writing, the electoral 

college. A President-elect would 

have an interest in that college. Af¬ 

ter this election, even just a fit guy 

in a gray T-shirt, long gym pants 

and no entourage would. 

Paul S. Appelbaum 

39 Claremont Ave., #24 

New York, NY 10027 

pappell@aol.com 

Congratulations to Peter Darrow 

who reports, "I was remarried last 

March at All Souls Church in New 

York to Denise Seegal, who has 

had a very successful career in the 

fashion industry, most recently as 

the former CEO of Nautica. We had 

a reception at the University Club 

for family and friends. In October, 

for the third consecutive year, I 

rowed in the Head of the Charles 

Nathaniel Wander '72 is a senior research fellow in 

international public health policy at the University 

of Edinburgh. 

I said it in a matter-of-fact way. 

My brain had processed it as a 

matter-of-fact situation. He's a guy 

in gym clothing. I'm a guy in gym 

clothing. He's a Columbia guy. I'm 

a Columbia guy. He's without an 

entourage. I'm without an entou¬ 

rage. Though, of course, he has an 

entourage to be without. Maybe I 

threw in a reference to CCT, though 

probably not. 

Now, to me, "Class Notes" and 

"the College" are practically brand 

names. I'm the only class corre¬ 

spondent the Class of '71 has ever 

had, so I identify. But the guy looks 

at me blankly. Let me rephrase 

that. The then-President-elect 

of the United States looks at me 

blankly. It is possible that, being in 

Regatta, with Paul Demartini, 

John Mulligan, Hemy Herfindahl, 

Paul Gruber '72E, Mark Lesky and 

Walter Brown '73. The eighth team 

member was Marc Binder '71. We 

rowed in the senior master division, 

under the banner of the Kings 

Crown Rowing Association, with 

support and equipment from the 

Columbia crew program. We spent 

about five months training for the 

event and are probably in the best 

condition we've been in for many 

years. (Ours is the only sweep 

alumni crew from Columbia to row 

in this event for consecutive years.) 

We all rowed for Columbia." 

There's no doubt that our class¬ 

mates do some pretty interesting 

things. Bob Markison, a hand sur- 
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geon in San Francisco, is a founder 

of the Health Program for Perform¬ 

ing Artists and associate clinical 

professor of surgery at UCSF. The 

Health Program was one of the first 

medical services dedicated to the 

study, diagnosis and treatment of 

ailments commonly encountered by 

performing artists of all ages, espe¬ 

cially musicians. "My passions are 

redesigning musical instruments for 

ease and comfort, playing jazz and 

painting. My wife, Jean Markison 

'73 Barnard, has done it all (English 

grad school, law school, writing and 

even stand-up comedy — funny 

as hell these 35 years), and she is a 

great mother to our three daugh¬ 

ters: Lee (mechanical engineering/ 

business), Louise (industrial design/ 

fine art) and Glennis (music compo¬ 

sition/ journalism). 

"Warm regards to all who have 

lived the Core Curriculum — stay 

happy — every day a wink and a 

smile." 

And nobody is going to blow 

smoke in the eyes of Nathaniel 

Wander. After getting a Ph.D. in 

anthropology from Columbia in 

1981, he is a senior research fellow 

in international public health 

policy at the University of Edin¬ 

burgh. "I study the transnational 

tobacco industry, particularly its 

penetration into Latin America, 

Asia and Africa. The world has a 

treasure trove of internal tobacco 

industry documents available 

online — about 60 million pages 

mostly taken in the state attorneys 

general lawsuits of 1994-98 — 

and I tell people if s like reading 

capitalism's 'Dear Diary.' (See 

legacy.library.ucsf.edu.) The other 

part of my project is developing 

an anthropological perspective on 

how transnational corporations 

operate in general with tobacco as 

just a grisly example." 

Barry Etra 

1256 Edmund Park Dr. NE 

Atlanta, GA 30306 

betral@bellsouth.net 

First things first — let7 s congratu¬ 

late Eric Holder; for both of you 

who don't know, he's U.S. attorney 

general. His last e-mail (December 

2007) ended with, "Iowa is cold." 

Glad to know it was all worth it. 

All the best. 

Jerome Spunberg is lording it 

over the Northerners, savoring 

the warm weather in Palm Beach 

County, Fla., where he practices 

radiation oncology. He and his 

wife, June, are partners (with some 

others) in the gelato business on 

the side. Gelato Grotto (27 flavors!) 

is in the Legacy Place Shopping 

Center in Palm Beach Gardens. 

The most interesting anecdote he 

shared: Their youngest son, Daniel 

'12, is a pre-med student, and his 

freshman chem prof (Nick Turro) is 

the same one that his dad had for 

orgo in 1970! Too funny. 

Bill Sharpe was featured on 

The New York Times Web site in late 

December, talking about his book. 

New York Nocturne: The City After 
Dark in Literature, Painting, and 
Photography 1850-1950. He credits 

his expertise to "all those nights 

spent at The West End." 

Bill still is confined at Barnard 

as a professor of English teaching 

courses on Victorian London and 

20th-century New York. He and his 

wife. Heather Henderson, are co¬ 

editors of the Victorian Age section 

of The Longman Anthology of British 
Literature. They have three sons and 

"spend as much time as they can in 

France and on sailboats." One won¬ 

ders if those are done concurrently. 

By the time this is published, let7 s 

hope the pessimism of '08 has been 

supplanted by... something better. 

Send good news only, perhaps? 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

alumni AFFAIRS Ken Catandella 
kmcl03@columbia.edu 

212-851-7977 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@coiumbia.edu 
212-851-7494 

74 
Fred Bremer 

532 W. 111th St. 

New York, NY 10025 

fbremer@pclient.ml.com 

While Presidents Franklin Roosevelt 

and Theodore Roosevelt attended 

Columbia, it was the Law School 

where they spent their time. Presi¬ 

dent Dwight Eisenhower also was 

president of the University, but 

graduated from West Point. By now, 

it is of little news that Barack Obama 

'83 is the first graduate from the Col¬ 

lege to become the President of the 

United States. 

But here's a little trivia: The Col¬ 

lege has another "world leader": 

Toomas Hendrik lives '76 has been 

the president of Estonia since 2006. 

[Editor's note: See www.college. 

columbia.edu / cct_archive / mar_ 

apr08/ cover.php.] (And I bet Abbe 

David Lowell has his paralegals 

evaluating his chances at running 

other "world powers"! Perhaps 

you will be meeting President 

Lowell at our Reunion in June.) 

Speaking of reunions, imagine 

the surprise of the attendees of the 

Harvard Business School's 30th re¬ 

union last summer. Attending this 

gathering of corporate chieftains 

was fellow HBS '78 graduate Mon¬ 

signor Fred Dolan (probably in his 

traditional black cassock among all 

the Brooks Brothers suits). Given 

the current state of business moral¬ 

ity, he was probably called upon to 

hear a lot of confessions. He also 

was called into service to give the 

homily at the memorial service 

for the deceased classmates. OK, 

you're probably curious as to why 

a priest attended Harvard Business 

School. Few might remember 

that after graduating, Fred was a 

salesman at U.S. Steel and then a 

stockbroker at Merrill Lynch. He 

is now the monsignor in charge of 

Canada for Opus Dei. 

Think Fred is the ultimate career 

switcher? Perhaps, but consider 

that as soon as I penned the long 

list of careers and firms that Ted 

Gregory has been at, I receive a 

press release that he has moved 

from being the managing director, 

talent and sourcing at JP Morgan 

Chase to being the managing 

director, diversity practices at the 

Philadelphia-based firm Diversi¬ 

fied Search Ray & Bemdtson. Ted 

will work out of its New York City 

and Washington, D.C., offices. 

"You can run, but you can't 

hide" was the telephone message I 

instructed the secretary to leave for 

Tony Barreca at his San Francisco 

office. The last I knew, Tony was 

the director of engineering at Sun 

Micro (where he managed the 

development of its hot new "server 

virtualization and partitioning" 

technology). After e-mails to him 

bounced back, I remembered that 

Tony had previously been involved 

in various technology start-ups 

(most notably Identiv, the interac¬ 

tive television company he started 

in the mid-1990s). Googling his 

name, I found out he is now v.p. of 

product development at Lightpole, 

a start-up that provides location- 

based services delivered via mobile 

phone. (You know this as the apps 

that allow you to find the sushi 

restaurant nearest to your current 

location.) 

Tony and his wife, Janet, recent¬ 

ly celebrated their 30th anniver¬ 

sary. Their daughter, Margaret, is 

a senior in high school. (Tony now 

sees Tom Ferguson, as they now 

live only a quarter-mile apart.) 

Mark Mogul has been anything 

but a job changer. He has been 

managing his own company, 

Mogul Technology, for die past 10 

years. Mark describes his business 

as one that "provides the services 

of a chief information officer for 

companies that can't afford a 

full-time CIO." This means he is 

involved in figuring out what sys¬ 

tems should be installed and how 

to transition from one system to 

another. Mark and his wife, Laura, 

live in Port Washington, N.Y., and 

have three children: Perry (23, 

working for Perry Ellis in Manhat¬ 

tan), Alex (19, at the University of 

Maryland) and Hillary (15, a high 

school sophomore). 

From Beijing comes an update 

from Don Koblitz, general counsel 

of Volkswagen's Chinese opera¬ 

tions. He says his main challenge is 

"trying to keep our partnerships in 

China flourishing when both sides 

delude themselves that they could 

do it all better alone." (He must 

be doing something right — VW 

sold more than one million cars 

in China for the first time during 

2008.) Don tells us that "China is 

fast acquiring the highway infra¬ 

structure of Los Angeles, but with 

Italian kamikaze drivers (forgive 

the mixed metaphor)." 

Don's family is starting to 

spread around the globe. His 

eldest, Ariana, started college at 

Stanford last fall. Son Arndt has 

been accepted to study biology at 

the Imperial College of London. 

Daughter Avril is still at home 

in China, now in high school. 

Wife Becky has ended her stint 

as a homemaker to return to the 

practice of law. She does finance 

and corporate work (especially 

corporate restructuring and loan 

workouts) with Salans, a more- 

than-750-lawyer international law 

firm. 

There are a lot of interesting 

people in our class. Take a moment 

to pass on an update of your life 

journey or news of other class¬ 

mates. Of course, you can also start 

to block out time for you (and your 

family) to come to our 35th reunion 

in June! The planning is well under 

way, and you should be receiving 

details shortly. 

Randy Nichols 

503 Princeton Cir. 

Newtown Square, PA 19073 

rcnl6@columbia.edu 

NYC Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority CFO Gary Dellaverson 

was certain that the MTA's ad 

campaign featuring former Mayor 

Ed Koch helped generate interest 

for the MTA's bond issues this 

summer. Gary continues to be in 

the news as he attempts to manage 

the MTA's finances. 

Bob Katz is one of our class 

"regulars" — we often see him at 

Homecoming, he has hosted our 

class breakfasts since their incep¬ 

tion and is active in other College 

affairs. But, somehow, I missed 

congratulating him and son, Adam 

'08, who graduated last May. Bob's 

oldest son, Aaron '04, is in the 

second year of a master's program 

at Princeton in the mathematics 

of finance. He previously was a 

research analyst at the New York 

Federal Reserve Bank. 

Some families have careers in re¬ 

lated fields. Jeff Kessler7s is one of 

them. Son Andrew is an NFL agent 

working in Laguna Beach, Calif., 

for AthletesFirst, a major sports 
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agency. His clients include Aaron 

Ross, Brandon Jacobs and Amani 

Toomer of the New York Giants, 

Aaron Rodgers of Green Bay, Matt 

Hasselback of Seattle, Ray Lewis of 

Baltimore and dozens of other NFL 

players. 

Jeff is chair of global litigation at 

Dewey & LeBoeuf. His concentra¬ 

tion is antitrust litigation, sports 

litigation and intellectual property 

law. In the sports area, he is the 

regular outside counsel for the NFL 

Players Association and NBA Play¬ 

ers Association. Jeff recently won a 

major preliminary injunction in the 

StarCaps drug program suspension 

cases regarding two players on the 

Minnesota Vikings and three on 

the New Orleans Saints, and had 

a similar victory for the NFLPA 

and Michael Vick regarding his 

signing bonus money, which is 

pending in the Eighth Circuit. Jeff 

was counsel for Oscar Pistorius, the 

double amputee sprinter, who won 

a landmark arbitration this year in 

the Court of Arbitration for Sport, 

permitting him to compete against 

able-bodied sprinters. 

On the Columbia front, Jeff is a 

lecturer-in-law at the Law School 

and teaches an advanced seminar 

each year in complex litigation. 

Daughter Leora is a nursery school 

teacher at the JCC on the Upper 

West Side of Manhattan and loves 

the little ones. Jeff and his wife, 

Regina, live on Park Avenue and 

are delighted to be enjoying the 

Manhattan life after many years in 

Riverdale. 

A recent issue of Tax Appeals Tri¬ 
bunal featured an article co-authored 

by Joseph Lipari analyzing the tax 

impact of temporary residence in 

New York on worldwide income. 

Joseph is a partner at Roberts & 

Holland. 

I've been corresponding a lot 

with Fr. C. John McCloskey. (I 

have to apologize — I did not 

recognize his 25th anniversary as a 

priest in 2006. Belated congratula¬ 

tions.) Classmates might imagine 

the range of our conversation: him, 

the priest of Opus Dei; me, the gay 

(Roman) Catholic convert, which 

occurred in my freshman year at 

Columbia. Several other classmates 

have contributed to our exchanges. 

We may all have to write a book 

together! 

Making his living as a writer of 

computer and training manuals, Joel 

Stem also has started creating ori¬ 

gami books containing his designs. 

In the last two years, he's published 

Jewish Holiday Origami and Animated 
Origami Faces (both by Dover Publi¬ 

cations), and he's working on a third 

book now. Joel also is a part-time 

cantor, serving various congrega¬ 

tions in the Los Angeles area on a 

full- and part-time basis through the 

years. His wife, Susan, who grew up 

in Los Angeles, is a public interest 

attorney. Oldest daughter, Rena, is a 

first-year law student at Columbia; 

son, Ethan, is a junior at Washington 

University in St. Louis; and youngest 

daughter, Anna, is in seventh grade 

in Los Angeles. 

Last spring, Andrew Sustiel 

supplied an interview to New York 

radio station WINS for its spring 

allergy season series. Andy trained 

in allergy and immunology in 

Boston at New England Medical 

Center before returning to New 

York, where he now is attending 

physician and faculty at Mount Si¬ 

nai and chief of allergy and immu¬ 

nology at North General Hospital, 

a strong Sinai affiliate in Spanish 

Harlem. Andy lives in Short Hills, 

N.J., with his wife, Lori Pine, a 

clinical psychologist, and their son, 

Zack (13), an aspiring stand-up 

comic. Andy stays in touch with 

Jay Lisnow — the Susteils and Jay, 

his wife, Nancy, and daughter, Liz, 

met up in November to see the Big 

Apple Circus. 

Anthony Tagliagambe of London 

Fischer in New York City recently 

was one of the faculty members of the 

New York State Bar Association Con¬ 

struction Site Accidents conference. 

to participate. (If you don't know 

who the "regulars" are, just send 

your input to me!) 

^ Clyde Moneyhun 

Program in Writing and 

Rhetoric 

Serra Mall 450, Bldg. 460, 

Room 223 

Stanford University 

Stanford, CA 94305 

caml31@columbia.edu 

Gordon Bock and his wife, Kath¬ 

leen, proudly announce the birth of 

Gabrielle Morrow Bock on October 

7 at Gifford Hospital in Randolph, 

Vt. Gabrielle at birth weighed 8 

lbs., 13.5 oz. She joins sister Ha- 

darah (7) at the Bock homestead in 

Northfield. 

Geoffrey Levitt received a 2009 

Food and Drug Law Institute 

Distinguished Service and Leader¬ 

ship Award. Since 1993, FDLI has 

selected award winners represent¬ 

ing four sectors of food and drug 

law: government, industry, law 

firms and consulting. The awards 

are based on service, leadership 

and contribution to the food and 

drug industry. 

William Escobar '77 was selected as one of 16 "Lead¬ 

ing Law Firm Rainmakers 2008" by the Minority 

Corporate Counsel Association. 

Not a mere theorist, Jason 

Turner implemented Child Health 

Plus in New York and also dealt 

with other programs for people 

who fell between the cracks either 

because they were working poor 

(but by numbers middle class 

against national averages) or chil¬ 

dren were 18-25 and not full-time 

students but not receiving health 

care coverage from part-time work 

or full-time work with small busi¬ 

ness employers or otherwise. Jason 

also dealt with Medicaid, some in 

Wisconsin and a lot in NYC, where 

it is a major budget item. 

Former NYC Corp. Counsel 

Peter Zimroth '63 was on a list 

of seven proposed to Gov. David 

Paterson '77 for chief justice of the 

New York Court of Appeals. 

Your class regulars are also 

making a new request of you. It 

is time to begin planning our next 

five-year reunion. We are seeking 

other classmates to join us in plan¬ 

ning and be listed on the reunion 

committee. Most of the heavy 

lifting is done by College officials, 

but the class and its reunion com¬ 

mittee do have a lot of opportunity 

for input, influence and enticing 

classmates to attend. Let one of the 

"regulars" know if you are willing 

Geoffrey earned his J.D. from 

Harvard and is associate general 

counsel and chief regulatory coun¬ 

sel at Wyeth, where he is respon¬ 

sible for a wide range of legal/ 

regulatory issues related to board of 

health regulation and compliance 

worldwide. Prior to joining Wyeth 

in April 2001, he was a partner and 

co-chair of the food and drug law 

group at Venable, Baetjer, Howard 

& Civiletti in Washington, D.C. 

Geoffrey has published and lec¬ 

tured extensively on food and drug 

law, and is a past member of the 

editorial board of the Food and Drug 
Law Journal and a current member 

of the editorial board of the FDA 
Advertising and Promotion Manual. 
Recent publications include the 

2005 book Competitive Challenges in 
the Drug Approval Process: Generics, 
Hybrids and Follow-on Biologies. 

^ David Gorman 

111 Regal Dr. 

DeKalb,IL 60115 

dgorman@niu.edu 

On New Year's Eve, I heard from 

Daniel Kottke, who told me 

about a documentary in which 

he was set to appear, MacHeads, 

which premiered at MacWorld 

2009 in January. (Dan was the first 

Apple employee, as I discovered 

from his page on Wikipedia!) He 

added a blizzard of personal and 

career news. His son, Ryland (18), 

recently came to live with him, 

which he describes as "challenging 

to say the least," but added, "I was 

a handful at that age, too." I will 

now attempt to list Dan's current 

or ongoing projects: two ventures 

in real estate — "Runnymede 

Commons, a co-housing develop¬ 

ment on land I bought in East Palo 

Alto years ago, and a real estate 

partnership to acquire the Hobergs 

Resort in Lake County and make 

it into a solar hot baths resort"; a 

monthly show on local cable. The 
Next Step (since 2005); and various 

online works-in-progress, includ¬ 

ing "my online video publishing 

start-up fastmovie.tv... my blink 

enlabs.com startup," in which he is 

"working on a small scrolling text 

widget that will scroll your twitter, 

com messages." And coming soon: 

a Web page, dkottke.org. 

I also received a shout-out from 

Glenn Storey, who diffidently 

remarks that "because I was a com¬ 

muter, I did not have many friends 

at Columbia, so I don't really have 

any news to pass on." Can't say 

about the friends thing, but about 

news, I must disagree. After his 

time commuting to Morningside, 

Glenn earned various degrees at 

Oxford and Penn. He has been at 

the University of Iowa since 1994, 

where he holds a joint appoint¬ 

ment as associate professor of 

classics and anthropology. In 2006, 

the University of Alabama Press 

published a volume Glenn edited. 

Urbanism in the Preindustrial World: 
Cross-Cultural Approaches. 

Probably I'm confessing my 

ignorance, but I always thought 

that "rainmaker" was a word used 

only to describe lawyers in books, 

movies and TV shows. Turns out it 

is also applied in real life, recently to 

William Escobar, selected as one of 

16 "Leading Law Firm Rainmakers 

2008" by the Minority Corporate 

Counsel Association. William 

earned his law degree from Colum¬ 

bia in 1981 and has been working 

for more than 20 years at Kelley 

Drye & Warren in New York, where 

he is a partner and co-chair of the 

litigation practice group. 

^Matthew Nemerson 

35 Huntington St. 

New Haven, CT 06511 

mnemerson@snet.net 

Boy, did I learn about the tender 

physiological conditions many of 

you must be in as I prepared this col¬ 

umn. As most of you know, six times 

a year I send out a silly e-mail to the 
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Nashville Mayor Devotes Himself to His Adopted City 
By Laura Butchy '04 Arts 

While visiting Columbia 
in December, Karl 
Foster Dean 78 

showed his wife and three 
children around the neighbor¬ 
hood and dined at V&T. The 
College was an important step 
in Dean's lifelong involvement 
with education, which has 
included earning a law degree 
and then teaching law while 
working for the city of Nashville. 
Now, as Nashville's mayor, he 
works to provide improved 
educational opportunities to the 
next generation of students. 

"I'm really interested in 
making schools as good as 
they can possibly be," Dean 
says. "Whether at Gardner 
H.S. or Columbia or Vanderbilt, 
l was influenced by all the 
teachers l had." 

As the sixth mayor of the 
Metropolitan Government of 
Nashville and Davidson County, 
Dean's first priority is improv¬ 
ing local schools. Since winning 
a run-off election in September 
2007, Dean has developed an 
Education Reform Blueprint 
and implemented several ini¬ 
tiatives to benefit the school 
system's 75,000 students. 

During his first year in office, 
Dean hosted town hall meet¬ 
ings to discuss education with 
teachers, parents and students. 
He worked with the private 
sector to raise funds so two 
teacher recruitment organiza¬ 
tions can operate in Nashville 
starting in 2009-10: Teach for 
America and The New Teacher 
Project. Dean included funding 
in the Metro budget for an At¬ 
tendance Center to be run by 
the Juvenile Court, designed to 
intervene in the cases of truant 
students. Dean also has begun 

to create After School Zones 
that will offer activities for 
middle school students. 

"He's helped people in the 
community to focus on some 
of the immediate needs of the 
schools," says Nashville Area 
Chamber of Commerce presi¬ 
dent Ralph J. Schulz Jr. "He as¬ 
sesses situations, and by reach¬ 
ing out to the parties affected, 
he was able to assist the school 
system." 

The mayor has visited other 
cities to gather ideas, includ¬ 
ing a trip to New York last year 
to talk about education with 
mayor Michael Bloomberg and 
schools Chancellor Joel Klein 

'67. "I'm anxious to work on 
issues related to education re¬ 
form, and New York has played 
a big part in it," Dean says. 

He was drawn to New York 
while growing up in Gardner, 
Mass. Attracted to the city and 
the College's academics, he 
applied only to Columbia. While 

majoring in political science 
and minoring in history, Dean 
was inspired by courses as 
diverse as an honors political 
philosophy seminar with Her¬ 
bert Deane '42, '53 GSAS, in¬ 
ternational affairs with George 
McGovern and Melville with 
Ann Douglas. 

On campus, Dean played 
rugby and worked in John Jay 
Pub, then found an internship 
with city councilman-at-large 
from Manhattan Robert Wagner 
Jr. Dean always had been inter¬ 
ested in current affairs, history 
and politics, and he quickly 
decided on a career in public 
service. 

Obtaining his law degree at 
Vanderbilt gave those plans a 
new focus. "In my law class, 
it was the old story: l fell in 
love with a Nashville native," 
Dean says. He also fell for 
Nashville, which he describes 
as "a vibrant city with a diverse 
economy, strong healthcare 

and a music industry that gives 
it an edge that is different from 
most major cities." 

Dean began working for the 
Nashville public defender's of¬ 
fice in 1983, and in 1990, he 
was elected as public defender. 
He was reelected twice, then 
represented the city as Metro 
Law Director from 1999-2007. 
He also taught law as an adjunct 
professor at Vanderbilt, where 
his wife has taught law for al¬ 
most two decades after practic¬ 
ing civil and criminal litigation. 

"I've seen a lot of the gov¬ 
ernment, having spent 16 years 
working the criminal justice 
side, and as law director, you 
get a good idea of how the city 
works," Dean says. "I really love 
the city, and the job of mayor 
appealed to me because you do 
things every day that can affect 
people in a positive way." 

In addition to education, Dean 
named public safety and eco¬ 
nomic development as his major 
priorities, believing the three are 
inextricably linked. "If you have 
good schools, kids don't drop out 
and it improves public safety," 
Dean explains. "And if you have 
a safe city, it is a place that busi¬ 
nesses want to move to and it 
creates more jobs." 

"Nashville has so many things 
going for it," Dean says. "Keeping 
the city moving forward in a 
positive direction is something 
l wanted to do. Nashville is 
definitely a dynamic city, a city 
on the rise, and the work re¬ 
ally interests me. It's really an 
honor to have this position. It's 
the best job in the world." 

Laura Butchy '04 Arts is a free¬ 
lance writer, dramaturg and the¬ 
ater educator in New York City. 

Nashville Mayor Karl Foster Dean '78 reads to first-graders at Percy 
Priest Elementary School in September; he has visited more than 70 
schools since taking office. 
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dass begging—in a dignified or 

at least humorous way—for news 

from you. Anyway, this time my 

solidtation message was a bit darker 

and many of you thought I was 

serious. Here's what I wrote, "This 

has been a tough couple of weeks. 

As you may have read in the Times, 
in December my family's trust funds 

were all lost with Madoff, in fad 

I will now default on my naming 

gift for the new John Jay Hall, back 

in September I gave up my job and 

went on the road for two months as 

an unpaid advance man and policy 

adviser with the Palin campaign and 

then, two weeks ago, I bet my kids 

entire 529s on the Giants topping the 

Ravens in a Super Bowl matchup. 

But hey, if s not all lost, I still have 

you guys, right?" 

Okay, not Jon Stewart material. 

but I'm an amateur, right? Still, I 

received about a half dozen serious 

condolences about my situation, 

even sharing stories about your 

own close calls with Madoff. 

Wow, I appreciate the concern, but 

remember, for the record. I'm a 

moderate Democrat from humble 

middle class roots who works for 

economic development NGOs. 

Some of you did see the slight 

humor ... Hugh McGough wrote, 

"I guess I am a sucker. Wading 

through endless e-mails, I was 

halfway through yours before I 

realized this was a joke; I actually 

thought, 'Gee, he never seemed 

like a trust fund baby.' I am a labor 

and employment attorney with the 

Pittsburgh firm of Ward McGough 

and I'm running for judge of the 

Court of Common Pleas in Allegh- 
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eny County, Pa. No joke." 

"Hi, Matt," says Mark Stanford 

D.D.S., oblivious to what I wrote 

as any real dentist would be, "I 

recently qualified for the National 

Handicapping Championship, 

which was held at the Red Rock 

Casino Resort Spa in Las Vegas. 

This is the third consecutive year 

I have qualified. Otherwise, life 

is all good, baby! I hope this note 

finds you well. I would write you 

something if I ever felt I had some¬ 

thing to say. How come none of us 

remember Jim McGreevey being 

in any of our classes?" 

Mark, are we talking the ponies 

here? Or guessing which teeth to 

pull? 

Stu Kricun took the bait and 

commented on the inauguration 

of our new President: "I think the 

most important thing we need to do 

as we embark on this historic new 

era, with a Columbia man in the 

White House, is to exercise patience. 

Patience in regard to our expecta¬ 

tions from the new commander- 

in-chief, patience with our children 

(mine are 3 Vi and 2, so I know about 

being patient) and patience with 

the economy. I'm optimistic that the 

next few years will be better. I hope 

all my fellow Lions are doing well 

and are able to flourish in the com¬ 

ing years ... 'cause we aren't getting 

any younger." 

Joseph Cosgriff: "Let's accentu¬ 

ate the positive ... first, we have a 

President who (presumably) passed 

Humanities and CC. Second, 

Columbia won its first Ivy League 

baseball championship in 31 years 

last year. And third, we got talked 

into having our next Red Sox/BLO- 

HARDS luncheon at the Columbia 

Qub on May 5. Sox players, music, 

special guests, prizes, lunch: www. 

blohards.com." 

I can't believe I put something 

positive about the Rex Sox in the 

column; boy, I have been doing this 

for too long. 

Peter Triandafillou notes, "As 

a forester, my viewpoint hasn't 

changed: think long-term and 

don't panic (like spending $800B 

on stimulus). Things will certainly 

get better." 

Every once in a while, you score 

the mother lode on news and here 

is this column's gusher from Chris¬ 

topher Allegaert: "OK, so you've fi¬ 

nally made me feel guilty enough to 

write with class news. First, I remain 

in close contact with many from the 

crew teams and want to share some 

news from them. My post-college 

roommate of many years, Ken 

Smith, is a computer consultant in 

the banking business and lives in Lu- 

ins, a gorgeous, tiny village tucked 

in a vineyard about 20 miles east of 

Geneva on the north shore of the 

Lac Leman. He's married to Sophie 

Chapuisat '86 Barnard and has two 

young kids. I've been fortunate to 

see Ken often, frequently enough to 

savor the wonderful seasons in west¬ 

ern Switzerland, especially winter, 

where Ken has taken us skiing in 

Verbier and Villars. 

"Don Endrizzi is an orthopedic 

surgeon in Portland, Maine, where 

he specializes in shoulder replace¬ 

ment surgery. One of Doris patients 

is George H.W. Bush (as Don ex¬ 

plained it to me, having dinner at the 

Bush enclave in Kennebunkport is a 

long way from where he grew up in 

Ridgewood, Queens). Don and his 

wife, Peggy, his classmate at P&S, 

have three kids and lead an enviable, 

outdoorsy Maine lifestyle. 

"Joel Levinson, known to all 

on the heavyweight crew as the 

Lion of Zion, is a lawyer for British 

Petroleum outside of Chicago, 

where Joel and his wife, Nora 

Band, moved after raising two kids 

in Manalapan, N.J. Their oldest is 

Allison '10; her brother, Brett, is 

a freshman at UVA. Joel, Adrian 

Shoobs '79 (who also lives in New 

Jersey — Westfield) and I have 

been running together on Sunday 

mornings since the mid-'80s. Joel 

and Adrian scull avidly. Joel and 

I talk weekly, plan excuses for 

visiting with the other and share 

the ups and downs of Columbia 

football and basketball. We used 

to share the ups and downs of 

Columbia heavyweight crew, but 

after last season's historic 11-1 

campaign (including a breathtak¬ 

ing come from behind finish-line 

victory over Yale in Derby in front 

of a huge Penn and Yale crowd to 

win the Blackwell Cup for the first 

time in 70-odd years that I was on 

hand to savor), finals at both major 

championships and a trip to Hen¬ 

ley, we believe 'downs' are now a 

thing of the past. 

"My wife, Mary-Paula, nee Bai¬ 

ley, and I met at a July 4 barbeque 

at the Columbia boathouse in 1985. 

We were secretly 'set up' by my 

sister-in-law, Martha Bailey, who 

was then dating and is now mar¬ 

ried to David Filosa '82, a former 

lightweight crew captain and 

president of the Varsity 'C' Club. 

Mary-Paula, who is a creative 

director at a New York ad agency, 

and I live in Glen Ridge, N.J. We 

have three boys, Pierre (16), Spen¬ 

cer (14) and Chanler (13). Pierre is a 

junior at The Hotchkiss School. The 

other boys may go away to school 

next year, leaving us cash-strapped 

empty-nesters. 

"Fortunately, the law firm I 

started 11 years ago, Allegaert 

Berger & Vogel, has grown from 

three to 14 lawyers, tiny by New 

York standards, but big to us. We 

focus on civil trial work, with 

much of my practice representing 

foreign companies in domestic and 

international disputes. 

"On a sad note, I helped organize 

a tribute at the Columbia boathouse 

to our deceased classmate and one 

of my best friends, Michael Porter, 

who died of a rare cancer a few 

weeks shy of his 50th birthday. 

(Mike and I had gone to Eton to¬ 

gether before Columbia.) To all who 

knew him, Mike embodied what 

Columbia is all about: an extremely 

generous, intellectual, fun-loving 

and multi-talented person, who had 

enormous affection for the College, 

his wonderful family and all his 

friends. I was honored to be asked 

by his sister, Gabrielle Denison 

'79 Barnard, to help their family 

contribute an VUI to the Columbia 

crew. At our Crew Alumni Day in 

the fall, a beautiful, all-black Vespoli 

shell was christened the Michael 

Tillinghast Porter '78. It will be 

raced this spring by the varsity 

lightweights, ahead of shells from 

Princeton and Yale. That would 

have made Mike smile." 

From the wires, we learned that 

John C. Connell '76 recently was 

awarded the 2008 Clara Barton 

Volunteer Leadership Honor 

Award by the Camden County, 

N.J., chapter of the American Red 

Cross in recognition of his more 

than two decades of service to 

the humanitarian organization. 

A resident of Haddonfield, N.J., 

John has been a volunteer member 

of the Camden County chapter 

board of directors since 1988. He 

specializes in commercial litigation 

with concentrated experience in 

the areas of media and communi¬ 

cations law, employment and civil 

rights law, intellectual property 

litigation, healthcare law and ap¬ 

pellate advocacy. 

Lawrence Lam R.A., A.I.A. 

says, "You're right, things will turn 

around. I'm involved in develop¬ 

ing a new healthcare model that 

will help to really turn things 

around in New Jersey on many 

levels, such as insurance, jobs, 

turning around abandoned build¬ 

ings, and making and keeping 

people healthier without wast¬ 

ing oodles of money. I think this 

should fit in very well indeed with 

the new direction in which Obama 

is taking the country. Sorry I can't 

tell you more. I may have said 

too much already. IT s hush-hush, 

but I think it's important, so there 

you go. I'll have more for you for 

another issue, maybe." 

Rob Blank reports: "My 

daughter, Deborah (9), failed to get 

a callback on her Fetch! audition. 

She had fun anyway, and my wife. 

Sue Coppersmith '78 MIT, is now 

done with her term as chair of 

physics at Wisconsin and enjoying 

her freedom from the burdens of 

leadership. 

"I am thankful that I am mostly 

an investigator, rather than a clini¬ 

cian, as the climate for medicine 

is beyond bad. Electronic medical 

records (and most of the other 'qual¬ 

ity' stuff) won't solve any of the real 

healthcare problems. Science is treat¬ 

ing me reasonably well, even though 

I would wish for more research 

money being available. I am now 

associate director of the M.D.-Ph.D. 

program here, and would love to see 

more applications from Columbia 

students and recent grads. 

"I am slowly becoming a compe¬ 

tent ice skater as we freeze our butts 

off here. We've had about 50 inches 

of snow, and we just ended a week 

in which two days of school were 

canceled due to cold. 

"We are pleased that the last 

eight years have come to an end 

and that an administration that 

values intelligence and data is on 

the way in." 

And finally, much more impor¬ 

tant than 1983's access to the White 

House, our class has someone who 

can get us Miley Cyrus tickets! 

Jonathan Haft closes our column 

with, "I live in Los Angeles with 

my wife, Judy, and children, Julian 

(17) and Rachel (13). I left private 

law practice behind 2Vi years ago 

and returned to the corporate fold 

as head of business and legal af¬ 

fairs for the pop and country labels 

of the Disney Music Group. I have 

been working in the record busi¬ 

ness for the last 26 years and am 

still in the game — even though it 

bears less and less resemblance to 

the industry I knew when I started. 

Julian will be applying to college 

next year, and we attended College 

Day in Los Angeles in February. 

We are all excited about the new 

administration and having a Lion 

in the White House." 

Keep those cards coming and 

read my blog, http: / / ct.typepad. 

com/ innovation_matters, when 

you can. I think I may convert 

the column to a blog too to get 

some interaction going ... I will 

check with my handlers on the 

Heights to see how this is done. In 

the meantime, let me get back to 

seeing how much of the Recovery 

Act money I can round up for the 

technology industry. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Ken Catandella 
kmci03@columbia.edu 

212-851-7430 
DEVELOPMENT Rachel Towers 

rt2339@columbia.edu 
212-851-7833 

Robert Klapper 

8737 Beverly Blvd., Ste 303 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 

rklappermd@aol.com 

Don't forget. Our 30th reunion will 

be held Thursday, June 4-Sunday, 
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June 7 on campus. There will 

be many great events, but more 

importantly, it will be a chance for 

the Class of '79 to show our alma 

mater we can still party like we 

did in our teens and 20s. Please 

try your best to make it so we can 

reminisce about past good times 

and make some more. 

After leaving Columbia's gradu¬ 

ate history program in 1981, How¬ 

ard Green worked in the computer 

industry in New York, Massachu¬ 

setts and California. Since 1989, he 

has been living in the San Francisco 

Bay area, "working in a variety of 

startup marketing and business 

development roles — after found¬ 

ing (and closing) two post-bubble- 

era companies. I'm director of 

business development for Kabira 

Technologies. My oldest son, Mark, 

is a freshman at the University of 

Hartford, planning to major in au¬ 

dio engineering, and my younger 

son, Christopher, is a high school 

freshman in Bath, Maine. I'm in 

New England and New York quite 

often for both business and family 

reasons and would be happy to 

hear from anyone passing through 

the San Francisco area. 

"It has surely been a long time 

since our paths crossed — certainly 

doesn't seem like 30 years at all." 

Howard, it7 s been so long, that 

you were Howard Yellow when I 

met you! 

Howie Goldschmidt celebrated 

his 50th birthday by running the 

NYC Marathon. "My daughter, 

Alyssa, married a fellow Comel- 

lian, so we're kinda happy that she 

got rejected from Columbia. The 

newlyweds made Aliyah and live 

in Tel-Aviv. My older son, Ari, is a 

freshman at NYU's business school, 

and Noah will start high school in 

the fall. My wife, Debbie, practices 

immigration law in Manhattan." 

Howie lives in Teaneck, N.J. 

Howie, if you continue running 

marathons, I will be seeing you 

shortly in the operating room. Your 

heart will be great, but your knees 

will be gone. 

Eliot Goldman writes, "I recently 

donated some time to Columbia 

so have a better understanding 

of just how much your efforts are 

appreciated. After I gave a speech 

at Columbia in December [Editor's 

note: This was for the dedication 

of Columbia's War Memorial; see 

"Around the Quads"], an 86-year- 

old veteran from the Battle of the 

Bulge, and an M.D., wrote me how 

much he appreciated it. So while 

I have no 'news' for Class Notes, I 

thought I would share my recent 

appearance at Columbia with you. 

Please go to www.advocatesforrotc. 

org/recent/ and look at 12 Dec 

08. Not only did they quote me, 

but when you click on the link, the 

entire speech pops up." 

Elliot, I didn't take much history, 

just art history, so ... did the Battle 

of the Bulge have anything to do 

with cheeseburgers? 

At the time of this writing, Thom¬ 

as A. Kligerman (of Ike Kligerman 

Barkley Architects) was "at home for 

the holiday break, wondering, with 

all the bad economic news, what the 

new year will bring. We have a book 

deal for my architectural practice, 

which is good news. The book 

should be out in spring 2010. Mean¬ 

while, everyone at home is doing 

well. My oldest daughter, Rebecca, 

is fencing in high school — maybe 

she'll rank a spot on the Columbia 

team." 

Thomas, I always told my 

daughter not to run with scissors; 

how could you have her run with 

a sword?! 

Significant changes in the Gal¬ 

legos household this past year, 

writes Doyle Gallegos. "We are 

back to the East Coast after gradu¬ 

ating from Columbia and Penn 

nearly 30 years ago. We relocated 

from Denver to the Washington, 

D.C., area in August, where I am 

pursuing my passion for devel¬ 

opment with the World Bank. I 

took down my single shingle (of 

almost 15 years) and am leading 

the World Bank's Telecom Practice 

Unit, where our goal is to reduce 

poverty through various interven¬ 

tions, technical assistance and 

funding of projects throughout 

the developing world. My scope 

is global, but I will focus my initial 

efforts in Africa. With such close 

proximity to Momingside Heights, 

we are looking forward to visiting 

frequently. We also are hoping to 

reconnect with classmates located 

near our new home in Northern 

Virginia." 

Doyle, where were you when 

Bemie Madoff was developing his 

own world bank? 

Robert Klapper: Here is a new 

Columbia game that I'd like all of 

you to play. I tried it the other day 

in my operating room and had the 

following results: My physician's 

assistant was bom 30 years ago — 

that means she was in the newborn 

nursery while I was taking my 

music humanities final as a senior 

(oy vey!). My scrub tech was being 

pulled out with forceps during my 

sophomore year, right about when 

I was completing my bluebook in 

art history (wow!). And my cir¬ 

culating nurse, bom 31 years ago, 

was being delivered right about 

when I was taking my infamous 

organic chemistry final taught by 

none other than Charles Dawson 

(God bless you, Jortnie Aranoff '78). 

So, I encourage you, in your 

own workplace today, to look 

around, and for you to realize the 

number of people in your life who 

were bom during the time you 

were walking the hallowed halls 

of Hamilton Hall. In this way, your 

Columbia experience is literally all 

around you. Cheers! 

Michael C. Brown 

London Terrace Towers 

410 W. 24th St., Apt. 18F 

New York, NY 10011 

mcbcu80@yahoo.com 

"A nickel ain't worth a dime any¬ 

more." 
— Yogi Berra 

I trust everyone made it out of 

2008 and that the first quarter of 

2009 has been much better than the 

last quarter. As far as Wall Street 

goes, I think Yogi sums it up best. 

At least we have the optimism of 

our new President and the Yankees 

to keep us hoping for better days. 

We had a good turnout at the Ivy 

Football Dinner with Eric Blattman, 

Joe Ciulla, Shawn FitzGerald and 

AJ Sabatelle in attendance. This 

dinner occurs every two years, and 

we honor legends of Ivy League 

football. This year. Bob Kraft '63 

was our honoree. Coach Norries 

Wilson gave us an update on the in¬ 

coming class, and we are optimistic 

for tire upcoming season. 

Dave Maloof sent a note from 

his law firm, Maloof, Browne & 

Eagan, in Rye, N.Y. Dave is one of 

the leading experts in maritime 

law, and his views on shipping and 

trucking recently were written up 

in the New York Law Journal and the 

Tulane Maritime Law Journal. 
Eric Blattman will be given the 

Varsity 'C' Alumni Award at a 

dinner in May. This award is given 

to alumni for their support and 

outstanding contributions to the 

athletic programs through the years. 

Eric has been active in football 

and sits on the baseball advisory 

committee, where his insights are 

greatly appreciated by Coach Brett 

Boretti. Congratulations to Eric! 

I hope to see you at a baseball 

game this year. Drop me a line at 

mcbcu80@yahoo.com. 

Jeff Pundyk 

20 E. 35th St., Apt. 8D 

New York, NY 10016 

jpxmdyk@yahoo.com 

The world as a whole does not 

appear to be worth a visit. You do 

not need me to review the misjudg- 

ments and tragedies that have 

dropped this planet from the list of 

top vacation spots. But take heart, 

friends. Our little band of class¬ 

mates soldiers on, largely free of 

incarceration and disgrace. I remain 

— dare I say it? — hopeful, buoyed 

by the knowledge that our lives 

continue to be filled with excellent 

adventures, both big and small. 

In this spirit, we begin roll call. 

Jack Koenig is back in New 

York after finishing a stint at the 

Virginia Stage Company in Norfolk, 

Va., playing Jim Tyrone in Eugene 

O'Neill's A Moon for the Misbegot¬ 
ten. He will be in the Off-Broadway 

revival of Arthur Miller's Incident 
at Vichy at the Harold Clurman 

Theatre, March 8-April 11. Follow¬ 

ing that, he returns to the role of Jim 

Tyrone when the Merrimack Reper¬ 

tory Theatre remounts the produc¬ 

tion from Virginia at its theater in 

Lowell, Mass. (April 18-May 17). 

Jack writes: "In May, I will attend 

my daughter's graduation from 

Duke. That's what happens when 

your kid is bom and raised in Man¬ 

hattan: She wanted to get away for 

college and wouldn't even consider 

her old man's alma mater. Well, at 

least Duke's Devils are blue." 

Dan Monk writes: "For years 

now. I've been reading the Class 

Notes with great interest but have 

not yet weighed in. But now I 

have a good reason: my daughter, 

Julia, was accepted early deci¬ 

sion to CC and will be joining the 

Class of 2013. She represents the 

third generation of my family to 

attend Columbia. She plans to be a 

conservation biologist and already 

has devoted the last three sum¬ 

mers to grueling work in northern 

Argentina as a field researcher for 

a team of E and E specialists study¬ 

ing Capuchin monkeys. My wife, 

Sara Lipton '84 Barnard, and I are 

very proud of her. 

"Nothing I do is nearly as cool. 

I'm an academic, having received 

my Ph.D. at Princeton (sorry). I 

hold the George R. and Myra T. 

Cooley Chair of Peace and Conflict 

Studies at Colgate, where I am a 

professor of geography focusing on 

critical geopolitics and the Israel/ 

Palestine conflict. I've written a 

couple of books, held a couple of 

fellowships, including a great stint 

at the Woodrow Wilson Center for 

International Scholars last year. I'm 

now finishing a monograph. The 
Era of Euphoria, which is a study 

of strategic interaction in the im¬ 

mediate aftermath of the Six Day 

War. I'm also working on a few 

other projects, including one on 

the geopolitics of green scmbbing. 

Like Kevin Fay, our spiritual and 

menu adviser. I've become an 

active cyclist and ride regularly 

with a club. As a result. I've had 

to join the 'I lose my month of July 

to the Tour de France' group on 

Facebook. It helps." 

Speaking of Facebook... I'm on 

it, as are a number of classmates. 

I recently created a group for this 

class, "CC'81." Check it out. 

The many-titled Louis Brusco 

shortly will need a larger business 

card. He recently was named 

president of the medical board at 
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St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital. This 

is in addition to his roles as associ¬ 

ate medical director, St. Luke's- 

Roosevelt; co-director, surgical 

intensive care unit; director, critical 

care anesthesiology; medical direc¬ 

tor, post-anesthesia care unit; and 

assistant professor of clinical anes¬ 

thesiology at P&S — all of which 

raises the question: Does anybody 

else work at St. Luke's? 

Somehow, Lou found the time 

to write: "Bottom line is that life is 

good — I have two daughters, Jen¬ 

nifer (21), at Champlain College in 

Burlington, Vt., and Jessica (16) and 

looking at schools in the Northeast. 

I have not kept in contact with a 

lot of my classmates and miss my 

brothers from the Lambda Chapter 

of Psi Upsilon Fraternity." 

Michael Goldblum is a partner 

in an architecture firm in Manhat¬ 

tan, The Building Studio. Recently, 

Michael became involved in alumni 

affairs, having signed up with ARC 

and conducted several interviews of 

prospective students in the Bronx, 

where he lives in the Riverdale 

neighborhood. He recently finished 

renovating his house, which was 

awarded New York City's first 

LEED certification (for environ¬ 

mentally sensitive construction) for 

a single-family house. He and his 

family, wife, Ann Rauch, and kids, 

Emma (14) and Nathaniel (11), have 

lived in Riverdale for 10 years. 

Our own Dr. Paul Maddon, CEO 

of Progenies Pharmaceuticals, is 

among those being honored at the 

John Jay Awards Dinner on March 10. 

[Editor's note: See "Around the 

Quads."] 

And, finally. I'd like to thank 

Steve McPartland for so ably taking 

on the Class Notes duties last issue. 

Steve will be returning as Class 

Notes scribe next issue, assuming 

he's still talking to me. So please 

send your tales of triumph to Steve 

or to me, atjpundyk@yahoo.com. 

Andrew Weisman 

710 Lawrence Ave. 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

weisman@comcast.net 

Greetings gentlemen. I trust all is 

well and that you're remaining 

philosophical in the face of the 

current economic turmoil. If there's 

enough interest, I would be pleased 

to spearhead an effort to restructure 

the Class of '82 as a banking corpo¬ 

ration. We could get our paws on 

some of that TARP money and it'll 

be spa treatments all around! 

Writing in this period is our 

esteemed classmate, Michael 

Schmidtberger. Michael's consider¬ 

able talent and accomplishments as 

an attorney were recognized in late 

October when he was promoted to 

the 11-member management com¬ 

mittee that governs the day-to-day 

activities of Sidley Austin. Michael, 

a Sidley partner since 1993, already 

was a member of the executive 

committee and a global coordina¬ 

tor of the firm's investment funds, 

advisers and derivatives practice. 

He focuses his practice on securi¬ 

ties- and futures-related funds and 

corporate transactions, including 

related regulatory matters. Michael 

regularly advises and represents 

clients in domestic and interna¬ 

tional offerings of hedge funds, 

fund of funds, public and private 

commodity pools, and structured 

derivative and principal-protected 

transactions. Sidley Austin is one of 

the world's largest full-service law 

firms, with more than 1,800 lawyers 

practicing in 16 U.S. and interna¬ 

tional cities. 

Congratulations, Michael! 

From the "My Bad" depart¬ 

ment, we have a correction to the 

biographical information provided 

on Dino Carlaftes. In the interests 

of clarity, Dino joined Kaplan, 

Stahler, & Braun last April. Prior 

to joining his current firm, he was 

head of the literary departments 

at The Agency and Metropolitan 

Talent Agency. 

Keep those cards and letters com¬ 

ing (how anachronistic of me ...). 

Roy Pomerantz 

Babyking / Petking 

182-20 Liberty Ave. 

Jamaica, NY 11412 

bkroy@msn.com 

I received many e-mails about the 

excerpts published in Class Notes 

from Barack Obama's Sundial 
article. In fact, Jocelyn Wilk, public 

services archivist, contacted me 

about securing a copy of this issue 

for the University Archives. It will 

be made available at Butler Library. 

Daniel Schechter is a child 

psychiatrist specializing in early 

childhood and parenting issues 

who, as of last May, serves in two 

transatlantic roles: At P&S, he is 

adjunct assistant professor of psy¬ 

chiatry and a researcher in the divi¬ 

sion of developmental neurosci¬ 

ence as well as director of research, 

child division of the Columbia 

University Center for Psychoana¬ 

lytic Training & Research. 

Daniel also has taken a tenured 

position at the University Hospitals 

of Geneva and University of 

Geneva Faculty of Medicine in 

Switzerland. There, he is chief 

of the consult-liaison unit in 

pediatric psychiatry and director 

of parent-infant research. Daniel 

most recently received the Gertrude 

Von Meissner Foundation Award 

in Geneva for his research on 

psychobiological effects of violence 

and related maternal posttraumatic 

stress on the mother-infant relation¬ 

ship and child development. In 

2007, he received the Pierre Janet 

Paper Prize from the International 

Society for the Study of Trauma and 

Dissociation. Daniel was co-editor 

of the book September 11: Trauma 
and Human Bonds and is co-editor of 

the forthcoming volume, Formative 
Experiences: The Interaction of Care¬ 
giving, Culture, and Developmental 
Psychobiology. Dan lives in the Eaux- 

Vives district of Geneva near the Jet 

d'Eau with his wife, Christine, and 

sons, Jan (7) and Filip (2), but misses 

Washington Square and bagels. 

I received the following press 

release on Joseph M. Harary: "Re¬ 

search Frontiers, the developer and 

licensor of fast-responding SPD- 

Smart light-control film technology, 

announced that effective January 1, 

it has promoted Joseph M. Harary 

to the position of president and 

CEO. Robert L. Saxe, chairman of 

Research Frontiers commented, 'Joe 

Harary has been a leading figure 

in creating the emerging SPD in¬ 

dustry and establishing SPD-Smart 

technology as the light-control 

solution of choice at many of the 

world's largest glass companies. Joe 

has worked closely and developed 

strong relationships with key execu¬ 

tives at our licensees and at major 

OEMs around the world.' Now, 

with important projects in various 

industries in the pipeline as a result 

of this, Joe's new position as CEO 

will better enable him to coordinate 

activities around the world. Joe be¬ 

came v.p. and general counsel to Re¬ 

search Frontiers in April 1992, was 

promoted to the position of e.v.p. 

in December 1999, and became its 

president and CEO in February 

2002. He has been a director of the 

company since February 1993. Joe 

graduated summa cum laude from 

Columbia College in 1983 with a 

B.A. in economics and received a 

J.D. from Columbia Law School in 

1986. Prior to joining Research Fron¬ 

tiers in 1992, Joe was a corporate 

attorney whose practice at several 

prominent New York law firms em¬ 

phasized mergers and acquisitions, 

technology licensing, securities law, 

and intellectual property law. Prior 

to attending law school, Joe was an 

economist with the Federal Reserve 

Bank of New York." 

I had a very enjoyable telephone 

conversation with Dr. Linus 

Abrams. Linus is a certified masters 

psychopharmocologist and the 

incoming head of the department of 

psychiatry at Greenwich Hospital. 

His wife, Sharon, is an administra¬ 

tor at Greenwich Hospital. They 

have two children, Alexander (2) 

and Joshua (7). Linus originally was 

a member of the Class of '80 but left 

Columbia for several years to study 

classical piano at the Manhattan 

School of Music. He still frequents 

classical concerts with his family. 

Linus is in touch with Marty Hy¬ 

man and Charles Santoro '82. 

An article written by Teddy 

Weinberger was featured in tire 

December 28 New York Post. Ex¬ 

cerpts are as follows: "I have three 

children serving in the Israel De¬ 

fense Forces. I am the father of Sgt. 

Nathan Weinberger (almost 21), 

Cpl. Rebecca Ross (19%) and Pvt. 

Ruthie Ross (18). President-elect 

Barack Obama has spoken repeat¬ 

edly of the need to engage young 

people in service for their country 

and for the world; in Israel, service 

is mandatory. Nathan is two-thirds 

of the way through his required 

three years of service, Rebecca is 

halfway through her two years of 

service and Ruthie was inducted 

on November 5 ... How is it 

different to live in a country with 

mandatory military service? As the 

parent of three soldiers, I am very 

much touched by the fact that the 

whole country loves my children 

... Even your typical hardened 

Israeli will soften for a soldier. 

Nathan failed his driving test three 

times but passed on his fourth try 

while wearing his IDF uniform. 

Rebecca took our car in for its 

government-required annual test¬ 

ing. She was in uniform. Though 

she could not find the necessary 

insurance papers and though a 

headlight needed to be replaced, 

she managed to convince the tough 

mechanics at the testing center that 

we did have insurance (true) and 

that they needed to replace the 

headlight on the spot because she 

was too busy to return (less than 

true). The guys got a big kick out of 

seeing little 5-foot-2 Rebecca in her 

uniform. Repeatedly saluting her 

and saying, 'yes, officer ma'am,' 

they stamped all the necessary 

forms and sent her on her way. 

"For a parent, there is a huge 

difference between noncombat 

military service and combat 

military service. When your son 

goes into a combat unit (there are 

almost no girls in these), you can 

say goodbye to sleep for a few 

years. Thankfully, I am not yet the 

father of a combat soldier (though 

it7 s almost certain that one or both 

of my youngest two, both boys and 

both now in high school, will be in 

combat). I think that a big difference 

between me and my peers in the 

States, whose children are in college 

rather than in military service, 

comes down to pride. I can feel 

that the whole country is proud of 

my children, and in turn I am com¬ 

pletely and utterly proud of them. 

Were I in the States, and were my 

children, respectively, a freshman, a 

sophomore and a junior in college, 

I would certainly be proud of them, 

but I don't believe that pride would 

be the key emotion in my relation- 
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ship to them. I would be concerned 

about paying for their tuition and 

about their future. 

"After the often-tense high school 

rebellious adolescent years, if s 

wonderful to have pride be one's 

overwhelming feeling for one's child. 

I am proud that when called upon by 

their country to serve, my children 

have responded in the affirmative." 

Eddy Friedfeld produced and 

hosted the September tribute to 

the late George Carlin at the 92nd 

Street Y. Joining him in the tribute 

were Whoopi Goldberg, Judy Gold 

and Jim Norton. Eddy also was 

the senior consultant for Make 'Em 
Laugh, a six-hour series about com¬ 

edy that aired in January on PBS. 

Eddy appeared on a panel with 

Sid Caesar, Carl Reiner and Amy 

Sedaris in Beverly Hills in January 

as part of the launch of the docu¬ 

mentary. My wife and I attended 

the George Carlin tribute. Adam 

Bayroff, Neal Smolar and Leon 

Friedfeld '88 also were present. 

Ed Joyce was named to the list 

of Super Lawyers 2008. Ed is a 

partner at Orrick, Herrington & 

Sutcliffe. 

Wayne Allyn Root sent me a 

much appreciated holiday card. 

Wayne writes, "It was quite a 

journey for the Root family in 2008. 

As you may know, Wayne ran 

for President. He didn't win, but 

he received the Vice-Presidential 

nomination on the 2008 Libertarian 

Party ticket. His Presidential run¬ 

ning mate was former Republican 

Congressman Bob Barr. Wayne and 

Bob received the second highest 

vote total in Libertarian history. 

Wayne hopes to be the Libertarian 

Presidential candidate in 2012. He 

is busy giving speeches all over the 

United States. 

"Wayne also is a regular guest 

on the Fox News Channel (usually 

with Neil Cavuto). His new book, 

The Conscience of a Libertarian, comes 

out in May at bookstores across the 

country. We hope you'll read it. 

"Dakota turned 16 last April. 

She took her first trip to Europe to 

fence in World Cups in Germany 

and Austria. She fenced epee 

against girls from around the 

world! She also gave the nomina¬ 

tion speech for her father at the 

Libertarian Convention, in front 

of 1,000 delegates, live on CSPAN. 

Hudson turned 9 in January. 

Remington turns 5 on June 10 and 

Contessa turned 1 in December. 

Wow, how time flies." 

Wayne was featured in The New 
York Times on October 3. Yours 

truly was one of Wayne's invited 

guests. To my surprise, my dear 

friend Thomas Vinciguerra '85 was 

the reporter. My head even ap¬ 

peared in the photo with Wayne! 

I attended the Alexander Ham¬ 

ilton Award Dinner on November 

13 honoring Dean Austin Quig¬ 

ley. For me, the highlights of the 

evening were the remarks made by 

John Kluge '37. Kluge spoke of the 

autocratic reign of Nicholas Murray 

Butler (Class of 1882), CU president 

when Kluge was a student. Kluge 

contrasted Butler's approach to the 

nurturing, humanistic and acces¬ 

sible style that highlighted Dean 

Quigley's tenure. 

Dean Quigley was truly out¬ 

standing, and I will sorely miss 

his leadership at alumni board 

meetings. 
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Philip Segal is in the house! "Great 

talking to you and to be back in 

touch. After a combined 19 years 

as a journalist —12 of them in Asia 

ending up as finance editor at the 

Asian WSJ, I got a fellowship to 

Yale Law School in 2003.1 ended 

up liking law school so much (at 40 

with a family it's a lot of work, but 

it's not a job!) that I transferred to 

Cardozo and got my J.D. Instead 

of practicing, I went into private 

investigations with the James 

Mintz Group. Last summer I joined 

GPW, a London-based firm that 

does high-end litigation support 

and due diligence, as New York 

partner and general counsel. Inves¬ 

tigating is half journalism and half 

lawyering, and other than being 

the Columbia Lion at basketball 

games, it's the job I was made for. 

"Most importantly, I met my 

wife, Deborah, in Hong Kong 

(she's also from Montreal but we 

met on a blind date in Hong Kong 

after we had both been living there 

for six years). Our son, Charlie 

(6) is clever and delightful. I look 

forward to the 25th reunion." 

Shalom from Jeff Rashba! "My 

home continues to resemble the 

kosher meal plan at BHR where 

I occasionally dined — animated 

discussions, plentiful food, a bit 

noisy at times and lots of Jewish 

girls! My wife, Hedy, and I were 

blessed in November with the 

arrival of Anaelle Rachel Rashba, 

our fifth daughter (joining Orli, 

Yaella, Naama and Aviya). I am 

particularly enjoying the dynamic 

of having die older siblings helping 

out with the baby. 

"On the classmate front, it was a 

great year for seeing and catching 

up with some great friends from 

college. I got together with Evan 

Kingsley in New York and in 

Jerusalem (where our families had a 

great outing together), Len Hersh in 

New York and Charlie Crompton 

in San Francisco, and reconnected 

on a more frequent basis with Gary 

Ansel in Arizona and Tom Lan- 

genfeld '85 in Massachusetts. Marc 

Friedman, who lives on the other 

side of town (in Jerusalem as well), 

called to ridicule me for having 

another child at this stage in my life 

— and then readily admitted that 

his family, too, was blessed with an 

addition during the past year. 

"Professionally, work as a corpo¬ 

rate transactional lawyer continues 

to be quite satisfying. Our firm 

moved to amazing new offices this 

past year, so I enjoy many comforts 

of an office close to home with a 

practice that is mostly international 

in scope. Outside interests include 

travel and reading, and I am on the 

board of several charitable organi¬ 

zations and deeply involved in one 

that provides 'in-the-community' 

housing for people with mental 

disabilities and other developmen¬ 

tal disorders." 

Dr. Robert Aaronson, FACP, 

head of the Tucson Hospitals 

Medical Education Program and 

a longtime Tucson Medical Center 

physician, has received the Laure¬ 

ate Award from the American 

College of Physicians, Arizona 

chapter. The ACP is a national 

organization of internists and the 

largest medical-specialty organiza¬ 

tion and second-largest physician 

group in the United States. The 

award recognizes "long-standing 

and loyal supporters of the college 

who have rendered distinguished 

service to their chapters and com¬ 

munity and have upheld the high 

ideals of professional standards 

for which the college is known." 

Rob lives in Tucson with his wife, 

Bonnie Rhein Aaronson, and their 

children: Alexa (14), Natalie (11) 

and Ian (8). 

Class Notes Columnist's Quin¬ 

quennial Appeal: As you are reading 

this column, please note that our 

reunion is virtually moments away 

... and as a card-carrying member 

of the committee, I am honored to 

personally invite you and yours 

... for what a time to rejoice! A 

Columbia College alum is President 

of the United States! A banner year 

for Columbia academics! Continued 

growth, improvements and expan¬ 

sion of the Columbia campus! 

If you have not already signed up, 

please do so now. Your participation, 

networking and gifts will further 

strengthen the College and your 

bond to Alma Mater. Indeed, the 

value of your Columbia College 

education and Columbia University 

degree is far, far greater than you can 

ever have imagined; so please con¬ 

sider coming back, and giving back. 

And don't forget your kids! 

There's no better way for Colum¬ 

bia to win their hearts (and for 

your kids to gain Columbia's 

attention). Of course, there is no 

guarantee that past performance 

is an indication of future results 

(especially since most of us prob¬ 

ably couldn't get in under today's 

incredibly high standards), but you 

and your progeny are invited to at¬ 

tend a redux of the highly success¬ 

ful "Insider's View to Columbia 

Admissions," which our class 

sponsored last year, hosted by the 

dean of admissions and her staff. 

Roar, Lion. Roar, for Alma Mater 

on the Hudson shore! 

Jon White 

16 South Ct. 

Port Washington, NY 11050 

jw@whitecoffee.com 

After nine years at PayPal — since 

nearly its founding (he was the 

24th employee), Sal Giambanco 

has transitioned to a new role as 

v.p. and partner, human capital, for 

the Omidyar Network. In this role, 

he works to develop and scale the 

talent at Omidyar Network (Pierre 

Omidyar founded eBay, PayPal's 

parent company) and its portfo¬ 

lio organizations. The Omidyar 

Network has investments around 

the world in such diverse projects 

as rural micro-finance, high-impact 

entrepreneurship in emerging mar¬ 

kets and open source intellectual 

property protection. 

Sal was called "The Ultimate 

PayPalian." A memo announcing 

the transition cited Sal's "enthu¬ 

siasm, love of our purpose and 

infectious spirit as unlikely to be 

duplicated any time soon." 

Sal brings a wealth of executive 
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experience in human resources 

management to his new role. Prior 

to joining PayPal, he worked for 

KPMG as the national recruiting 

manager for the information, com¬ 

munications, high-tech and enter¬ 

tainment consulting practices, while 

also leading KPMG's collegiate and 

M.B.A. recruiting programs. Previ¬ 

ously, Sal directed human resources 

at Tech One and held positions at 

Ernst & Young and ESS Technol¬ 

ogy. Sal began his career working 

in the public sector in a variety of 

roles, primarily in education and 

hospital ministries. Sal also holds an 

M.A. in philosophy from Fordham 

and a master's of divinity from the 

Graduate Theological Union in 

Berkeley. 

Peter Cachion, along with hedge 

fund colleagues, launched the Wall 

Street Warfighters Foundation, 

which trains disabled veterans of 

Iraq and Afghanistan for financial 

industry careers with an intensive 

six-month academic and vocational 

program. He lives in New York City. 

Sam Denmeade got his M.D. at 

Columbia in 1989 and is an associ¬ 

ate professor of oncology at The 

Johns Hopkins University School 

of Medicine. "I am a medical 

oncologist specializing in treating 

patients with cancer of the pros¬ 

tate, kidney, testicle and bladder. 

I run a laboratory focused on the 

development of novel therapies for 

prostate cancer and other cancers. 

I am the chief scientific officer 

of Protox Therapeutics, based in 

Vancouver, which is performing 

human trials in men with localized 

prostate on a therapy developed 

in my laboratory. I also founded 

GenSpera, which recently began 

human trials on a new type of 

targeted chemotherapeutic agent 

that also was developed in my 

laboratory and that could be useful 

for many types of cancer. 

"I am married with two daugh¬ 

ters, ages 5 and 9, and have two 

really fat cats. I remain a proud 

alumnus of the losingest college 

football team in history ... Maybe 

someone with some money will 

call me and help pay for clinical 

trials with our really cool drug." 

Lucas Collazo has completed 

nine years practicing adult and pe¬ 

diatric cardiac surgery in Northern 

Virginia. He has a son, Lucas (10), 

and a daughter, Alartna (8). "My 

wife, Karen, and I miss NYC very 

much but love living here in Great 

Falls. I would love to hear from 

classmates: lrcollazo@aol.com." 

At a November dinner at 

Columbia, I was fortunate to meet 

up with several of our classmates. 

Michael Cho is president and 

CEO of Destination RX, which lets 

consumers, for the first time, get 

the information they need to find 

direct comparisons on the price. 

safety and therapeutic efficacy of 

drugs as well as drug and health 

plans. Since 1999, the company has 

provided the healthcare industry 

with the educational, strategic and 

transaction-support tools necessary 

for their customers and patients to 

navigate today's complex health¬ 

care marketplace and make better 

health care decisions and pur¬ 

chases. Destination Rx provides a 

service that enables greater choices 

for consumers, while helping to 

control costs for employers and 

health insurance providers. 

Mike still lives in sunny Califor¬ 

nia, has three young children and 

is funny as ever. 

I also saw Jim Lima and Brian 

Margolis, both of whom continue 

their professional practices in 

New York 0im as a public-private 

real estate development adviser 

with HR&A Advisors, and Brian 

as a corporate and securities law 

attorney at Wilmer Hale), as well 

as Bryan Barnett, who continues 

his work at Axa Financial and 

lives in Forest Hills. Also attending 

that evening were Julius Genach- 

owski and Hector Morales, both 

of whom we updated last issue. It 

was really great seeing so many of 

our classmates together. 

Mark Fallick was voted by pa¬ 

tients as one of the top physicians 

in 2008 in South Jersey Magazine. 
He is a partner in Delaware Valley 

Urology, in Voorhees, N.J., (near 

Philadelphia) where his practice 

specializes in treatment of male 

infertility. "Although many people 

believe infertility is solely a female 

problem, about 50 percent of the 

time, there is a contributing male 

factor. Often this can be improved 

with treatment. My other area of 

focus is procedures for men with 

enlarged prostates. 

"When I am not working, I 

enjoy traveling with my wife and 

kids and attending their various 

sports events and other activities. 

Best wishes to the class." 

Everett Weinberger 

f I1*J 50 w- 70thSt.,Apt. 3B 
■Arf New York, NY 10023 

everett6@gmail.com 

Two overseas updates, from the 

Far and Middle East. First, our 

man in Beijing, Mark Lewis. "I am 

the standards officer at the U.S. 

Embassy in Beijing. Standards 

and certification, tire flip side to 

standards, are the languages of 

international commerce. Good 

standards capture and promote the 

best solutions, allow products to 

'talk' with each other and facilitate 

healthy trade across borders and 

regions. 

"Since joining the U.S. Depart¬ 

ment of Commerce Foreign 

Commercial Service in 1999,1 

have worked in Taipei, Seoul and 

Beijing. My next post will be at one 

of our district offices in the United 

States. Since graduating with a de¬ 

gree in East Asian languages and 

cultures, I have been living in Asia, 

mostly Taiwan. Before joining the 

government, I worked in advertis¬ 

ing (Ogilvy and JWT), journalism 

(local news radio and United Press 

International) and the stock market 

as a sales trader servicing qualified 

foreign institutional investors in 

the Taiwan Stock Exchange. 

"My proudest accomplishment 

is my family. My wife and I met in 

Taiwan the year of my graduation, 

and we married in 1987. Our oldest 

son is at a university in Boston, and 

our second son is a fifth-grader 

in Beijing. My wife, who studied 

commercial design, is an accom¬ 

plished artist — batik, oil painting 

and pottery. 

"All the best to the Class of '86." 

Over to Howie Oster in Tel Aviv. 

"My wife, Marcy, and I have five 

children (ages 4-14) and have been 

in Israel for the past eight years. 

My second daughter, Emunah, 

had her bat mitzvah last summer. 

We live in Kamei Shomron, and I 

am an attending physician in the 

department of internal medicine at 

The Tel Aviv Medical Center and 

have an evening medical practice 

in Tel Aviv. I am affiliated with the 

medical school of Tel Aviv Univer¬ 

sity and teach Israeli and American 

students. My wife is the briefs 

editor for the Jewish Telegraphic 

Association news service. Come 

visit the Holy Land; we'd love to 

see you." 

Good luck to Daniel J. Traub on 

his new business. Tempo Financial 

Advisors. "After working for 

someone else for 20 years, I finally 

decided in June that the time was 

right for me to open my own in¬ 

vestment firm. Now that is perfect 

timing! Actually, though, things 

are going quite well. Many clients 

have made the move with me, and 

managed accounts are holding 

up much better than the overall 

market. And I am very happy 

making the company decisions I 

want to make. 

"I live in Natick, Mass., with my 

wife, Evelyn, and children, AJ and 

Fiona." Dan has an M.B.A. from 

Babson College. 

For the past 1 Vi years, Michael 

Gottdenker has been running 

Hargray, a 60-year-old integrated 

communications provider in and 

around Hilton Head, S.C. (www. 

hargray.com). Hargray is owned 

by media and telecom private 

equity firm Quadrangle Group, 

with which Michael has worked 

since its founding in 2001. He lives 

in the Washington, D.C., area with 

his wife, Lisie, and children, Ellie 

(11), Noah (9 Vi) and Olivia (6). 

Michael's children attend George¬ 

town Day School, "where I am on 

the board and where the Obamas 

should have sent their children!" 

Thomas Marrinson is a partner 

in the insurance coverage group of 

law firm Reed Smith in its Chicago 

office. He has published two books 

on insurance coverage law and "has 

been fighting the good fight for 

policyholders against their insur¬ 

ance companies for about 15 years." 

Tom lives in Chicago with his wife, 

Kymberly, and children. Jack (12), 

Nat (11) and Maggie (9). "Our most 

recent addition is our first dog, 

Mitchell, so he's the 'baby7 of the 

family now," Thomas says. 

Mark Goldstein is a partner with 

SoCal IP Law Group, a boutique in¬ 

tellectual property firm in Westlake 

Village, Calif., serving U.S. and inter¬ 

national technology clients. He di¬ 

vides his time between the office and 

his family (wife Julie and daughters, 

Shira (8) and Risa (6)). Mark has be¬ 

gun teaching his kids tennis ("gotta 

love winter in Southern California!") 

and has enjoyed watching The Young 
Indiana Jones Chronicles with them. 

Susan Benesch lives in Wash¬ 

ington, D.C., with her husband, 

Tom, and daughter, Vivian. She is 

a visiting scholar at Georgetown 

University and senior legal adviser 

to the Center for Justice and Ac¬ 

countability in San Francisco. 

Congrats to Dr. Scot Glasberg 

for receiving the President's Award 

of the American Society of Plastic 

Surgeons for his advocacy efforts 

on behalf of the specialty. ASPS is 

the largest plastic surgery organi¬ 

zation in the world. Three of these 

awards are given annually, and he 

is the youngest recipient. Scot also 

was selected by Gov. David Pater¬ 

son '77 to serve on the New York 

State Task Force on Patient Safety. 

Steve Huskey wrote: "Thank 

you to the many well wishers out 

there among the Columbia com¬ 

munity who have encouraged me 

in dealing with and rehabbing my 

tom ACL (suffered just after New 

Year's, playing basketball). Other¬ 

wise, my family — wife, Brigid; son, 

Evan (7); and daughter, Sophie (4) 

— is doing great. Best wishes to all." 

Sarah A. Kass 

PO Box 300808 

Brooklyn, NY 11230 

sarahkassUK@gmail.com 

I had the great privilege and plea¬ 

sure of getting to spend a little bit 

of time with my dear friend Divya 

Singh when she came to New York 

in December. Just don't ask us to try 

to figure out how many years it had 

been since we had seen each other! 

And then Lee Ilan joined us for 

some fabulous vegetarian feasting 
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in the Village, complete with Belgian 

beer. What could possibly be finer?! 

Paul Schimek and his wife, Irena 

Fayngold, welcomed a daughter, 

Hannah Rebecca, on October 20, 

who joins brother Amitai, bom 

August 2006. Last June, Paul joined 

TranSystems as a senior transporta¬ 

tion planner. 

Garnet Heraman has launched 

a joint venture with the Navajo 

Nation, Navajo Brands Fragrances. 

The company has partnered with 

a U.S. apparel/fragrance company 

to distribute a new fragrance offer¬ 

ing to be available in early 2010. 

Laurie Kearney ran the 2008 

NYC Marathon with her husband, 

Craig Zelent. During the marathon, 

they stayed at a friend's apartment 

on 110th Street and Central Park 

West. Laurie said, "After living in 

San Diego for 11 years, I'm amazed 

at how die city, particularly the Up¬ 

per West Side, has evolved!" 

After many years at Weil Gotshal 

and Manges, Ted Allegaert has 

joined Carter Ledyard & Milbum 

as counsel, focusing on commercial 

litigation and business counseling. 

Ted lives in Manhattan and would 

love to hear from any Columbians in 

need of counsel: allegaert@clm.com. 

Macky Alston, hard at work 

on his next documentary, on the 

gay bishop of New Hampshire, is 

trying to track down a classmate 

named Kurt who was on his hall in 

John Jay freshman year. 

James Hammond sent in the 

following report from the United 

Kingdom: "My son, George, was 

bom last year, so we are now four 

in the United Kingdom, riding out 

the great depression of 2008-09 to 

the best of our abilities. I am head of 

marketing and product develop¬ 

ment at ISI and have been involved 

for several years in the Islamic 

finance business through our IFIS 

service, in the time series data busi¬ 

ness through our CEIC Data subsid¬ 

iary (including having acquired a 

few assets from Thomson Reuters) 

and of course, continuing to build 

up our eponymously named ISI 

Emerging Markets Information 

Service. 

"I cross paths with Adam Foster 

'85 from time to time, and of course 

reconnected with a number of 

alumni when the crew came to 

compete at Henley last summer 

after their excellent year in 2008. 

We look forward to visitors when¬ 

ever they are about, so do sing out 

when in London. 

"George is U.K. bom and bred, 

though not a subject. He'll be a 

true Yankee soon enough, as we'll 

move back to the U.S. in July. I 

figure my three-plus years in Lon¬ 

don will have coincided with the 

most prosperous time in the city's 

history, perhaps since Edwardian 

times. It has been marvelous, but I 

fear soon enough it will resemble 

the somewhat dingier days I recall 

from when I was an undergradu¬ 

ate on my day off from training for 

Henley in 1985." 

Jon Bassett 

30 Phillips Ln. 

Newtonville, MA 02460 

columbia88@comcast.net 

I gotta say, Facebook is great for 

keeping in touch with classmates 

(high school and college) and old 

friends. It has been fun to keep up 

with those of you who have friended 

me. But I do think that Facebook has 

potential to cause massive embar¬ 

rassment and social awkwardness, 

because it makes it more difficult 

for us to manage our various 

personae. Consider: I'm one person 

to the history teachers I supervise at 

Newton North H.S., another person 

to the students I teach there and yet 

another person to friends I knew 

in college or high school. Facebook 

makes it more likely that I'll acci¬ 

dentally talk to a colleague in a voice 

more appropriate for Cannon's on a 

Friday night in 1987, or to a student 

in a voice more suited to a Black Hag 

concert in 1983.1 guess I'll just have 

to be careful. 

Philosophy professor Bill See¬ 

ley (who may or may not be on Fa¬ 

cebook, there seem to be dozens of 

Bill Seeleys) sent this update: "Last 

summer we moved from a state 

called Penn to a state called Maine. 

We are now at Bates College, 

where I teach in the philosophy 

department (I was at Franklin and 

Marshall College). It's a pretty cool 

gig. I taught a course this fall called 

'Color(s) & Sound(s).' The kids 

have given up shoes for skates, 

keeping with the Maine State Turn¬ 

pike motto, 'The Way Life Should 

Be.' My son has even opted out of 

his snowboard for a pair of skis. 

It's enough to make a grouchy old 

New England curmudgeon smile! 

My wife, Christine Donis-Keller 

'01 Barnard, left NYU and is at the 

Center for Education Policy, Ap¬ 

plied Research, and Evaluation at 

the University of Southern Maine, 

Gorham. We missed everyone at 

the reunion, but packing for the 

Bastille day move to Lewiston 

overtook our short attention spans 

this time around." 

Bill and I have tentative plans to 

get an aperitif at Toscanini's the next 

time he's in greater Boston. If you 

friend me, I might post something 

on my wall about when that will 

happen, and then you can join us. 

Another great note came from 

Laura Steinberger, who sent a 

wedding picture (yay!) that includes 

several classmates. (Laura is probably 

the New York, N.Y., Laura Steinberg¬ 

er on Facebook, but without a profile 

picture, who can be sure?) Laura 

writes, "Andrew and I were married 

on October 11 in the backyard of our 

Nyack, N. Y., home. We met a little 

more than three years earlier on the 

steps of Low Library, of all places. The 

past three years have been filled with 

incredible hiking trips to England's 

Lake District (not far from Andrew's 

Lancashire birthplace), Iceland, 

the Pyrenees and Ireland, as well 

as frequent explorations of nearby 

Harriman State Park. Our shared love 

of fresh air and open spaces, of New 

York City museums and of Italian 

gelato fed our love for each other. 

"At the wedding we were 

joined by several classmates: Sarah 

Sullivan [more than 500 results 

on Facebook!] and Peter Wang 

[ditto] started dating when we 

were undergrads. They now are 

married and live in Brooklyn with 

their children, Sophie (8), Oliver (6) 

and Annabel (1). Dean Blackman 

'88E (fewer than 500 results, but still 

several with no profile picture) lives 

in nearby New Jersey and, like me, 

is an investment professional. 

"Andrew works at Columbia's 

Lamont Doherty Earth Observa¬ 

tory, within bike riding distance of 

our home." 

Congratulations, Laura, and 

thanks for the update. [See photo.] 

I also heard that Jeffrey Micheli, 

who I couldn't find on Facebook, 

has been elected president and 

CEO of Windswept Environmental 

Group. WEGI is a full-service envi¬ 

ronmental company that provides 

emergency response and disaster 

recovery services to a broad range 

of clients. Jeff has been with Wind¬ 

swept for more than 13 years, and 

for the last six years most recently 

was COO of the company's chief 

operating subsidiary, Trade-Winds 

Environmental Restoration. Jeff 

was responsible for the company's 

recent efforts during hurricanes 

Gustav and Ike, and its efforts dur¬ 

ing hurricane Katrina in the Gulf 

Coast three years ago. 

Congratulations Jeff, and we 

hope that things continue to go 

well for you. 

Write, e-mail or friend me! 
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Just another reminder that our 

reunion, Thursday, June A-Sunday, 

June 7, is going to be fabulous, offer¬ 

ing us all a terrific opportunity to 

visit and reconnect with old friends 

and classmates, visit campus and, 

for those of us out of the tri-state 

area, enjoy New York City. I have 

heard from a large number of our 

classmates who plan to attend, and 

many who will travel from great 

distances. 

There have been a number of 

times during the last two years when 

I have found myself wishing that I 

had been assigned this Class Notes 

column when I was young(er). 

Those days in the late lazy '80s when 

we could actually choose to sleep 

in — or not — if we were willing to 

risk missing Lit Hum (which I was 

on occasion). During freshman year 

I had Lit Hum at 8:40 a.m. in East 

Campus. I can't remember what I 

did last weekend, but I do remember 

that class—how painfully early it 

felt; how we couldn't miss it more 

than twice; the horizontal and verti¬ 

cal distance from my Carman 11 

room to the East Campus classroom; 

and the sleepy, yet unlined, faces 

that surrounded me three days a 

week. One of those faces belonged 

to Dawn Muchmore (now Dawn 
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Muchmore Concepcion), whom I 

haven't spoken to in more than a 

decade and reconnected with late 

last year. 

Dawn married Luis Concepcion 

in 1991 and went on to work at 

General Electric Financial Assurance. 

Her position there spun off into a job 

at Genworth Financial as a financial 

risk consultant and ultimately as a 

product development/marketing 

manager. During that time. Dawn 

earned an M.B.A. from NYU at 

night, commuting from Connecticut 

to Westchester and New York City 

in the evening for classes. Dawn and 

Luis have four kids — a 5-year-old 

boy, a 4-year-old boy and 14-month- 

old twins, a boy and girl. Last year, 

after giving birth to twins, Dawn 

says she "took a year off," which is 

not exactly how I would describe be¬ 

ing home with four children under 5. 

She writes, "I have gone back to 

work recently as the director of 

marketing for a very cool innova¬ 

tion/ marketing research company 

based out of Fairfield County. I have 

been a little involved with women's 

tennis since graduating. I never get 

down to the city as much as I would 

like, as we are near Hartford/Litch¬ 

field, and with the little ones, it is 

difficult, but my resolution for 2009 

is to get back in touch with more of 

my classmates." 

By today's life standards (even 

with the travel time to East Cam¬ 

pus), I'm pretty confident that an 

8:40 a.m. class would allow Dawn 

time to sleep in. When we last 

talked. Dawn was planning to at¬ 

tend reunion. 

I also heard via the alumni 

grapevine from Amy Nelkin Kase, 

who was part of the AILE program 

(which the College considers both 

CC and Law Class of '91), but 

whom we like to claim as a fellow 

'89er as she was a Carman resident 

with many of us. Amy practiced 

law in the city for about 15 years, 

specializing in trademark clear¬ 

ance and prosecution. After that, 

she writes, "I decided the rat race 

would have to make do with one 

less rat and packed it all in at the 

end of 2004.1 then did some travel¬ 

ing —Australia, New Zealand, 

Europe, Peru — met my husband, 

got married and am now the proud 

mom of an adorable girl. Liana Alex 

Kase, who turned 1 in December." 

Congrats, Amy! 

Niloo Razi Howe also has kept 

herself busy since we graduated. 

After majoring in English literature, 

she graduated cum laude from 

Harvard Law. Niloo resides in 

Washington, D.C., with her husband, 

David Wilcox Howe, and children 

(two boys and one girl). She is the 

managing director of Paladin Capital 

Group, a private equity firm, and her 

responsibilities include developing 

and implementing new investment 

opportunities for each of Paladin's 

funds, including the firm's most 

recent fund. Paladin HI. 

Prior to joining Paladin, Niloo 

was principal at Zone Ventures, a 

Los Angeles-based venture capital 

firm. She also worked with Mc- 

Kinsey as a strategic consultant and 

as an attorney with O'Melveny & 

Myers. She will be at reunion. 

Immediately after graduation, 

Joel Mendias migrated west, 

attending UCLA film school, receiv¬ 

ing his M.F.A. in film production 

and launching his successful career 

in the film business. Joel recently 

joined Scanline VFX as executive 

producer in its Los Angeles office. 

Scanline specializes in high-end, 

complex visual effects, primarily 

for feature films. He's also acting 

as visual effects producer for Scan¬ 

line's portion of 2012, a big-budget 

disaster epic slated for summer 

2009 release. Prior to joining Scan¬ 

line, Joel was visual effects producer 

for CafeFX, overseeing its work on 

Seven Pounds, The Mummy: Tomb of 
the Dragon Emperor and Nim's Island 
(incidentally, my daughter Julia's 

favorite movie of '08). 

Like many of us, Joel muses that 

he doesn't get to the "old college 

stomping grounds" as often as 

he'd like, but while in NYC for the 

holidays, he reconnected with Di¬ 

ane Daltner and Grace Rodriguez 

'89E. Joel writes, "In that typically 

Los Angeles way of playing phone 

tag and swapping e-mails (Face- 

book postings are becoming more 

ubiquitous), Andrew W. Marlowe 

'88 and I keep vowing to get to¬ 

gether soon. Andrew's tight sched¬ 

ule is understandable, given that 

Castle, the series he created (he also 

is a writer and executive producer) 

is in production for ABC. The pilot 

airs March 9, so here's hoping for a 

successful launch!" 

Joel promises to make the trip 

east for reunion as well. 

Hope to see you in June! 

Rachel Cowan Jacobs 

313 Lexington Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD 20901 

cowan@jhu.edu 

Jan Castro has joined the board 

of directors at Coalcorp Mining. 

He is a managing director and 

the founder of Pala Investments 

AG, an investment company 

focused on the mining and natural 

resources sector. Prior to found¬ 

ing Pala Investments AG, Jan was 

s.v.p. - investments and corporate 

affairs, for Mechel OAO, an NYSE- 

listed company and one of Russia's 

largest coal companies, where his 

primary responsibilities covered 

mergers and acquisitions, non-core 

asset disposals and investor and 

public relations. He was also re¬ 

sponsible for Mechel's IPO in 2004. 

Blondel A. Pinnock recently 

joined Carver Federal Savings Bank, 

where she was named president 

and s.v.p. of Carver Community 

Development Corp., a subsidiary of 

the bank that is the largest minority- 

owned bank in the country. Blondel 

is responsible for formalizing 

Carver's community development, 

corporate giving and outreach 

strategy within the neighborhoods 

it serves. This also includes lending 

and investing through the New 

Market Tax Credit program, finan¬ 

cial literacy education, underbanked 

product development, and minority 

and women business loan programs. 

Previously, Blondel was s.v.p. of 

community development banking 

for Bank of America. During her 

tenure at the bank, she originated 

and closed more than $280 million in 

construction and real estate financ¬ 

ing, which has helped to create more 

than 3,000 units of housing and more 

than 185,000 sq. ft. of retail and office 

space in New York City, Westchester 

County and New Jersey. Prior 

to banking, Blondel was counsel 

and deputy director for the New 

York City Department of Housing, 

Preservation and Development's 

tax incentives unit. While there, she 

assisted in the implementation of 

the dty's real estate tax programs 

for low, moderate and market rate 

projects. Blondel lives and works in 

Harlem with her son. Miles (7). 

Please help me welcome Weil, 

Gotshal & Manges' new partner in 

its litigation department, the one 

and only Ted Tsekerides. Ted will 

concentrate on products liability 

and commercial litigation. He 

tells me that his colleague, Elyse 

Kirschner, made partner in trusts 

and estates. Ted and his wife, 

Caroline Andersen, have three 

children. Hank (8), Thomas (4) and 

Charlotte (18 months) and live in 

Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y. 

Linda, Charlie (6), Sarah (3) and 

Eric Yu moved to Marietta, Ga., in 

July. They are now not only closer to 

Eric's in-laws but also are enjoying 

better weather (at least in the winter). 

Eric is CTO of his Purchase, N.Y., 

company, Centerprise Services, and 

flies back to New York about twice a 

month. The company does risk and 

compliance management software 

for financial services companies. 

Jill Mazza Olson rocks and 

has news about her 40th birthday 

celebration. She says, "It has been 

a long time since I had anything 

that seemed noteworthy enough 

to write in about — life in Vermont 

with my husband. Tod Olson, a 

writer and editor, is still good, but 

it doesn't change much. My kids, 

Zoe and Finn, turned 11 and 7 in 

February. I'm still the v.p. of policy 

for the Vermont Association of 

Hospitals and Health Systems, a job 

I've held for six years, and this year, 

I joined our local school board. But 

in September, in honor of my 40th 

birthday, I survived the Vermont 50, 

my first physical endurance event. 

It's a challenging 50-mile mountain 

bike race on trails and dirt roads — 

the first rider usually crosses the fin¬ 

ish line in about 4 Vi hours. Despite 

very muddy conditions, and thanks 

to a lot of encouragement from 

more seasoned riders, I met my 

goals by completing the race unin¬ 

jured (except for a bruised rib) and 

not last (although I was definitely 

in the back!). Hope to see my fellow 

classmates, especially the Carman 

12 folks, at the 20th reunion." 

Our 20th reunion is just more 

than a year away, so please mark 

your calendars. 

Congratulations to Rachel 

Droisen Waldron on the November 

7 birth of son William (8 lbs., 1 oz.), 

who joins his three siblings (ages 

3 -15). Rachel is the attending ER 

physician at New York Hospital 

Queens and also the medical direc¬ 

tor of New York Headquarters' 10 

ambulances and 85 EMTs. Sounds 

like the basis for a TV show. 

This news is hot off the presses: 

Libby, Ava (3), Lola (2) and German 

Gomez proudly announce the 

January 8 birth of Felix Xavier, who 

measured in at 7 lbs., 11 oz. and 19.5 

in. Felix is named for his paternal 

great-grandfathers. The name Elvis 

didn't quite make the cut, despite Fe¬ 

lix being bom on the King's birthday. 

I'm sorry to conclude this column 

on a most sad note in reporting the 

December 24 death of Emilie Ast 

Lemmons. Emilie was diagnosed 

with soft-tissue sarcoma, a rare form 

of cancer, and lost her battle after 16 

months. Emilie began writing a blog 

in 2006. You can read her wonder¬ 

ful writings at www.lemmondrops. 

blogspot.com. Regina Downey set 

up a Facebook group, "In Memory 

of Emilie Lemmons," which anyone 

may join. For a better idea of what 

losing Emilie means, just Google 

her name to see how her writings 

have impacted people worldwide. 

Condolences go to her husband 

Steve, and sons Daniel (2) and Benja¬ 

min (11 months). [Editor's note: An 

obituary is scheduled for the May/ 

June issue.] 
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Margie Kim 
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Hello, fellow CC '91 grads! I hope 

2009 is treating everyone well 

so far. For many of us, this year 

is the big 4-0! I wish all of you a 

happy and healthy 40th birthday 
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(or whatever year this may be for 

you)! If any of you are doing some¬ 

thing exciting and/or crazy for 

your birthday, tell me about it so I 

can share it with everyone else. 

Chad Sweet is in Washington, 

D.C. He is the chief of staff of the 

Department of Homeland Security, 

working on a smooth transition 

with the Obama Team. 

Stephen Jansen marked his eighth 

anniversary of moving to London. 

While there, he met a fellow U.S. 

expat, Jennifer Bender, in 2003, and 

they were married in June 2005 in 

Tarrytown. Stephen recently left his 

job at Cydadic Capital and joined 

Voriana Capital, a start-up hedge 

fund manager, as COO, at the begin¬ 

ning of October. Outside of work, he 

has been involved—with the help 

of a fantastic steering committee in 

London and support from the alumni 

office in New York—in growing the 

Columbia University Club of Lon¬ 

don. Stephen is president of the dub 

and has been thrilled to see the mem¬ 

bership list grow from 80 in 2004, 

when the dub started on the back 

of celebrations marking Columbia's 

250th anniversary, to more than 800 

today. Stephen reports, "I interview 

applicants to CC and SEAS and had 

the chance to represent Columbia at 

a college fair in London this autumn. 

Suffice it to say, I am glad I am not 

applying today!" 

In April 2008, Melanie Jacobs 

was awarded tenure at Michigan 

State University College of Law, 

where she teaches family law, estates 

and trusts, property, and a seminar 

in assisted reproductive technology. 

While on sabbatical in fall 2008, she 

spent three weeks in China and gave 

four lectures at Fudan University 

in Shanghai. Melanie discussed her 

scholarship about the changing legal 

definition of parentage in an era 

of improved assisted reproductive 

technology, DNA testing and the 

emergence of many more gay and 

lesbian parents. During the trip to 

China, Melanie and her boyfriend, 

Shane Broyles, visited Beijing and he 

proposed on the Great Wall. They 

are to be married in NYC at the 

River Cafe in March. 

Jonathan Ross married Anne- 

Marie Boysen at the Miramonte 

Resort and Spa in Indian Wells, 

Calif., in November. Jonathan is the 

associate general sales manager for 

theatrical distribution at Fox Search¬ 

light Pictures, in Beverly Hills. He 

received a master's in international 

affairs at Columbia. Jonathan also 

holds an M.B.A. from NYU. 

Miguel Centeno, v.p. of strategic 

market development at Aetna, 

received the LISTA 2008 Corporate 

Citizen Award from the Latinos in 

Information Sciences and Technol¬ 

ogy Association in October. LISTA's 

Corporate Citizen Award is one of a 

series of awards that are presented 

to individuals and organizations 

that have not only contributed to 

the Hispanic community but also 

have supported LISTA's mission 

to help the Latino-American com¬ 

munity attain opportunities that 

educate, empower and motivate. 

Miguel earned an M.P.A. from 

NYU's Robert F. Wagner Graduate 

School of Public Service. 

Daniel Henkin: "I am director 

of music at my alma mater — The 

Ramaz Upper School — in Manhat¬ 

tan. I live with my wife and two 

young children only a few blocks 

from campus — hard to pull myself 

away, I suppose. As for Colum¬ 

bia connections, most of my ties 

remain with people who sang in 

the Columbia Clefhangers, which I 

founded in 1988. We had our 20th 

reunion last spring on campus, and 

it was a great event. I think there 

were a few CC'91ers in the group, 

though I cannot swear to it." 

And, finally, if you are looking for 

something interesting to read, check 

out Kelly Link's Pretty Monsters: 
Stories, a nine-story collection for 

young adults, released in October by 

Viking Juvenile. The book gathers 

some of Kelly's older stories from 

two collections put out by Small 

Beer Press, a small publishing house 

she runs with her husband, Gavin 

Grant, and other, newer stories, 

all written in her "quirky, fairytale 

style." Kelly's stories have been 

Nebula, Locus, British Science Fic¬ 

tion Association, World Fantasy and 

Bram Stoker award winners. Her last 

book. Magic for Beginners, was given 

Book of the Year Awards from Time, 
The San Francisco Chronicle, Salon and 

The Village Voice, and was also a Best 

of BookSense pick for 2005. 

That's all for this column! Until 

next time ... Cheers! 
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Let me get right to the news, with 

a whole batch of it courtesy of the 

LeboMyers family — our own 

Aaron Lebovitz and Donna My¬ 

ers. Aaron and Donna, who live in 

Oak Park, HI., welcomed daughter 

Ava on October 31. She joins sister 

Maddie (8) and brother Bram (6). 

Aaron recently was named partner 

at Infinium Capital Management, 

and Donna was named a govern¬ 

ing member of the Brookfield Zoo. 

Deborah Salanon (Horowitz) 

wrote with the sad news that her 

father, Richard Horowitz '61, '64L, 

passed away after heart surgery in 

September. It is dear from Deborah's 

report that he was a great lawyer 

and father and a devoted alumnus. 

Deborah remarried in 2005, and she 

Darrell Cohn '97 married Leah Kahn in Chicago in July. Attending were 
(left to right) Stuart Milstein '02 Business, Barry Wimpfheimer '95, 
Shana Gillers '98, the groom, the bride, Kineret Fisher, Dr. Michal Agus 
Fox '97 Barnard, Dr. Shlomo Drapkin '94 and Dr. Nathan Fox '97. 

and her husband, David Salanon, had 

a girl, Michelle Rose, in 2007. Deborah 

works part-time as a pediatridan in 

New Jersey, which gives her plenty 

of time to care for Michelle and chase 

around her sons from her previous 

marriage, Daniel (9) and Eric (7). 

Tanya Nieri, an assistant profes¬ 

sor of sodology at UC Riverside, and 

her husband, Vijai, welcomed son 

Adan Nieri Atavane on December 1. 

Andy Rodin, headmaster of 

the Friends Academy school in 

Dartmouth, Mass., said that the 

school, which has approximately 

300 enrollees from pre-K to eighth 

grade, counts among its students 

his three children. Andy also took 

me up on my challenge from a past 

issue to recount first (or most inter¬ 

esting) memories from Orientation 

'88. He offered this story, which I 

reproduce in his own words: 

"I recall being in an orientation 

group with Brian Trisler, who was 

a swimmer from Indiana and had 

never been anywhere dose to New 

York City before. When we got to 

the train station at 116th Street, he 

ran down the steps so fast, right 

at the tracks and was practically 

blown backwards into the maga¬ 

zine stand by the gust of air from an 

oncoming train. His eyes were wide 

as saucers, and he said, in great In¬ 

diana drawl, 'Goll, dang. They even 

got magazines down here!' I saw 

him on an airplane years later, and 

we happily recalled the memory." 

I am sure that Andy isn't the 

only one with a memory from back 

in the beginning of our Columbia 

experience. If I've just described 

you, too, feel free to share. 

Till then — Roar, Lion, Roar. 

Thad Sheely 

152 Gates Ave. 

Montclair, NJ 07042 

tsheely@jets.nfl.com 

[Editor's note: CCT thanks Thad 

Sheely for his nearly two years of 

service as a class correspondent. 

Please send news to Class Notes 

Editor, Columbia College Today, 
Columbia Alumni Center, 622 W. 

113th St., MC 4530, New York, NY 

10025 or to cct@columbia.edu.] 

After a stint in New York, Next to 
Normal, a musical composed by Brian 

Yorkey and Tom Kitt '96, premiered 

again with most of the original cast in 

Washington, D.C. The show is about 

a suburban housewife and mother 

who suffers a mental breakdown. A 

feature in The Washington Post said 

the show was tremendously popular 

in its Off-Broadway New York run 

and had its initial run extended. 

Moving the show to Washington is 

an untraditional decision (musicals 

usually move toward Manhattan), 

but the Post said there is talk of Next 
to Normal returning to New York, this 

time on Broadway. Let's hope the 

rumors are true. 

On the future alumni front, 

Matthew Schechter and Cheryl 

Berman Schechter '95 Barnard gave 

birth to their first child, Eli Todd, 

on January 16. Eli's grandparents 

are Sara (Penny) '65 Barnard and 

Daniel Schechter '64. His godfather 

is Daniel Ehrenhaft. 
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Brian Orefice spent part of last 

summer working on-site at the Bei¬ 

jing Olympic Games, producing a 

series of insider analysis videos for 

the Associated Press and STATS. He 

worked with a number of Olympic 

athletes, including Bart Conner, Gail 

Devers and 12-time Olympic medal 

MARCH/APRIL 2009 



CLASS NOTES COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

Na Eng ’98 Wins Emmy for Capturing the Plight of the Poor 
By Kim Martineau '97J 

Tax policy is not a typical 
ingredient for award¬ 
winning television. But 

in a documentary for PBS, Na 
Eng '98, '99 SIPA looked at 
how unfair taxes hurt the poor, 
driving choices about what 
they eat and how they live 
and impacting their chances 
of ever rising out of poverty. 
The disheartening portrait she 
paints in Taxing the Poor, which 
aired last April on the news 
magazine NOW on PBS, won 
her a 2008 Emmy for business 
reporting. 

Poverty is a topic that this 
33-year-old journalist knows 
something about. Her father 
was killed in the Cambodian 
genocide, and she and her family 
were forced to flee to a refugee 
camp in Thailand before immi¬ 
grating to the United States. 

To this day, Eng's 
mother is slightly mys¬ 
tified by her daughter's 
success. "She really 
didn't know what the 
Emmy was," Eng said. 
"I had to spell it for her. 
I told her, 'Just believe 
me. It's a really big 
deal. It's good for my 
career.'" 

While violence 
racked Cambodia, 
Eng's family settled in 
St. Paul, Minn., where 
relatives had already 
relocated. Eng was 5, 
the youngest of seven 
children. Through a pro¬ 
gressive church in St. 
Paul, Christ Lutheran, 
she developed a commitment 
to the social good and found an 
outlet to explore the world. 

Through her church, Eng 
went on trips to the zoo and 
learned to paddle a canoe — 

luxuries her mother couldn't 
afford to provide. She also em¬ 
braced Bible camp and commu¬ 
nity service projects. "She was 
really quiet but personable," said 
her youth leader at the time, 
Pastor John Van Sant. "She took 
a lot of things seriously." 

She might have been a social 
activist and not a journalist if not 
for a documentary she watched 
one day in high school. She still 
remembers the title, The Global 
Assembly Line; the film offered 
a behind-the-scenes look at 
sweatshops, and Eng was mes¬ 
merized. "That's what I want to 
do with my life," she remembers 
thinking. "I want to tell stories 
about social justice." 

Eng, who majored in history 
and sociology, pursued that 
goal with single-minded focus, 
even while working odd jobs 

such as nannying to supple¬ 
ment her scholarships and 
financial aid at Columbia. She 
worked as a reporter at WKCR, 
and for a sociology class, "The 
Immigrant Experience" taught 

by Barnard professor Robert 
Smith, she produced her first 
documentary. 

With a borrowed VHS cam¬ 
era, Eng interviewed her mother 
and other Cambodian refugees. 
"I'd just hit the record button 
and hope for the best," she re¬ 
members. 

Her second attempt at movie¬ 
making took her to more chal¬ 
lenging terrain: Haiti. A new 
prime minister had risen to 
power, and Eng wanted to find 
out whether democracy was 
working in this troubled, tropi¬ 
cal nation. With a Henry Evans 
Traveling Fellowship provided 
by Columbia, she flew there the 
summer after her senior year. 

Kathleen McDermott, asso¬ 
ciate dean of academic affairs 
at the time, remembers being 
concerned about Eng's safety. 

But Eng was not wor¬ 
ried. Thin-boned and 
just under 5 feet tall, 
she insisted she'd be 
fine. "I'm so small no 
one notices me — I'm 
under the radar," she 
told McDermott, who is 
now the associate v.p. 
of global programs. 

The documentary 
didn't pan out, Eng says, 
but footage she had 
captured of a peasant 
family helped her win 
another grant, this one a 
Fulbright. After finishing 
her master's at SIPA, Eng 
flew to Zimbabwe using 
the Fulbright money to 
tell the story of a girl 

coming of age in a country 
ravaged by AIDS. That piece 
aired at film festivals in Harare 
(Zimbabwe's capital) and New 
York and launched her career. 
Eng landed a job working for NBC 

Nightly News with Tom Brokaw 
and a year later helped produce 
a PBS series with Bill Moyers on 
the Chinese in America. 

At Now on PBS, where she 
has worked since 2002, Eng's 
documentaries take an intimate 
look at how policy shapes peo¬ 
ple's lives. She has documented 
the plight of cotton growers in 
Africa who are unable to com¬ 
pete in the face of American 
farm subsidies, and Iraqi refu¬ 
gees who are desperately seek¬ 
ing asylum in the United States. 
She's now working on a seg¬ 
ment about renewable energy. 
Harnessing the power of the sun 
and wind is a promising idea, 
Eng says, but how do you make 
it work on a massive scale? 

Making documentaries 
requires the skills one would 
expect — reporting and writ¬ 
ing. But it also demands pa¬ 
tience and meticulous organiz¬ 
ing, what Eng calls acting as 
"a glorified wedding planner." 
You learn to expect the worst: 
"If it rains, if something breaks, 
if someone's not available ..." 
she says, trailing off. 

For a producer in a high-stress 
profession, Eng comes across 
as remarkably calm. Her se¬ 
cret, she says, is anticipating 
glitches. "It's like a crossword 
or a jigsaw puzzle," she says. 
"It's challenging every day, but 
if you look at it in the right way, 
finding the solution is fun." 

To watch Eng's Emmy Award¬ 
winning documentary, Taxing 
the Poor, go to www. college. 
columbia.edu/cct. 

Kim Martineau '97J is a free¬ 
lance journalist and a science 
writer at Lamont-Doherty Earth 
Observatory. 

winner Jenny Thompson '06 P&S. 

"After more than 10 years with 

AP in its Manhattan headquar¬ 

ters," Brian writes, "I was asked to 

move to Chicago in 2005 to become 

the news director for STATS, which 

at that time became a joint venture 

of AP and NewsCorp, with a spe¬ 

cialty in new media sports content. 

I oversee the redistribution of all 

AP sports content to online and 

wireless clients as well as manage 

a staff of 20 writers who produce 

original sports content." 

Brian has worked with a number 

of other Columbia alums who have 

come up through the AP, including 

Doug Feinberg '95, AFs women's 

college basketball writer who also 

was in China covering the U.S. 

women's national team's run to the 

gold medal; Stephanie Geosits; Lou 

Bavaro '95; Chris Valentino '97; Dom 

Balsamo '98; and Mike Votta '00. 

Living overseas is Raphael 

Grunschlag, who has made his 

home in London for the past 13 

years. Raffa married Fiona Moss in 

2003, and they have two children, 

Maya (4) and Noah (2). Fie works 

in investment banking with a focus 

on technology companies and is a 

managing director at Merrill Lynch. 

Raffa is in touch with a number of 

College alums, and most recently 

saw Amit Bose and his wife, Gira, 

on a trip they made to London. 

Craig Joffe and his father 

recently opened Joffe MediCenter, 

a medical center in the Twin Cities 
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Becca Siegel '01 and John Bradley were married at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic Church in Malverne, N.Y., on August 9, followed by a reception 
at the Garden City Hotel. Attending were (left to right) Eri Kaneko '01, 
Jenny Tubridy '01, Billy Kingsland '01, Joe Rezek '01, Anne-Marie Ebner 
01, the bride, the groom, Jessica Tubridy '01, Emily Georgitis '01E and 

Ali Kidd '01. Not pictured is Jaime Pannone '01. 
PHOTO: TRAVIS RITCHIE 

Taryn A. Jones '02 married Jonas T. Laeben on Nantucket, Mass., in May. 
Attending were (back row left to right) Jonathan Fischer '02, Samar 
Jamali '02 Barnard, william Hunter '02, Johanna Wolfe '02, Anna Larson 
'02 Barnard, Fernando Montero '02, and Marisa Fort, and (front row, left 
to right) the groom, the bride and Grace Lee '02. 

PHOTO: CARY HAZELGROVE 

doing LASIK and laser-based aes¬ 

thetic services. You can check it out 

at www.joffemedicenter.com. 

After graduating from Harvard 

Law School and doing some corpo¬ 

rate finance legal work for several 

years, Craig was COO of LCA-Vi- 

sion / LasikPlus, a leading LASIK pro¬ 

vider that his father founded before 

they started Joffe MediCenter. Craig 

also has identical twin girls who are 

nearly 6, and a 2-year-old son. 

Speaking of twins, Karen Waite 

Aromando and David Aromando 

welcomed twins Emma and An¬ 

drew on September 17. They join 

sister Kendall (4). The Aromando 

family lives in New Jersey, where 

Karen teaches English at Ridge¬ 

wood H.S. and Dave practices law 

at his own firm, Aromando Light 

& Croft. 

And even more twins! Phil 

Greenspan and his wife, Monique 

'06 TC, welcomed twins during 

Thanksgiving. Jonathan and Eliza 

joined sister Jordana. The family 

lives in Westport, Conn. 

Phil is a pulmonary /critical 

care / sleep specialist in Fairfield, 

Conn., and he had lots of updates 

on other CC alums. Phil and his 

family are in touch with Erik 

Groothuis and Marina (Gurin) 

Groothuis and their daughters, 

Maddie and Maya. 

Donny Moss '93 wrote and 

produced a documentary called 

Blinders, which was showcased 

at various film festivals across 

the country. It details the realities 

behind the New York City car¬ 

riage horse industry. And David 

Robbins recently joined the staff 

of Lenox Hill Hospital, where 

he is developing his practice of 

invasive gastroenterology. 

Steven Cohen writes with the 

happy news that he and his wife, 

Kathleen, had their third child, 

Tyler, on October 15, an addition 

to Alexa (4) and Will (2). Steve is 

a sports medicine orthopedic sur¬ 

geon in Philadelphia for the Roth¬ 

man Institute, a private practice, 

and is an assistant professor in the 

department of orthopedic surgery 

at Thomas Jefferson University. He 

also is an assistant team physician 

for the recently crowned world- 

champion Philadelphia Phillies as 

well as Saint Joseph's University. 

Last spring, Steve saw Derek 

England, who was in the area, as 

he is the head baseball coach for 

St. Peter's College. Derek and his 

wife, Angel, have two kids and 

live in North Jersey. Steve plans to 

see Derek again this spring when 

Derek's team returns to play at 

nearby Villanova. 

Steve also hears from Rocky 

Gocella '95, who lives in the Buf¬ 

falo area, where he is married with 

three boys, selling insurance and 

is the lead singer of a Barenaked 

Ladies cover band called the Well 

Dressed Gents, which is very 

popular in his area. 

Nina Habib Spencer and her 

husband, Parke, are in New York 

City, raising their kids. Jack (6), 

Athena (4) and Teddy (1). "We 

have a totally nutty but happy 

home life," Nina writes, "and as 

added insanity, I have my own 

public relations business, am 

president of our nursery school 

PTA and chauffeur my kids around 

all day in something close to a 

minivan (but not quite)." 

Thanks to everyone who wrote 

in with this bumper crop of news! 

Please keep it coming. Does it 

get you excited for our Alumni 

Reunion Weekend? IT s coming up 

— Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 

7 — so start making your plans to 

attend. Until next time. 

Janet Lorin 

127 W. 96th St., #2GH 

New York, NY 10025 

jrflO@columbia.edu 

Danny Ackerman moved to Los 

Angeles, where he works for the 

U.S. Attorney's office. "ITs a move 

I've wanted to make for a long 

time, so I'm thrilled about it," he 

writes. 

He is in touch with several 

classmates, including Dan Cooper, 

a v.p. at Fox; Fred Johnson, who 

works for NFL Network; and 

Bryonn Bain. 

Bryonn also e-mailed an update. 

His latest project is www.pighunt 

movie.com, where he plays a cult 

leader/villain. Check out all his en¬ 

deavors at www.bryonnbain.com. 

If you've never written in, 

please consider dropping me a 

line. Thanks for all the news. 

Ana S. Salper 

125 Prospect Park West, 

Apt. 4A 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

asalper@yahoo.com 

Michelle Billig married David 

Patron in November at Beth Torah 

Congregation in North Miami 

Beach, Fla. Michelle is a senior 

director at PIRA Energy Group, 

an energy research group in New 

York. She is also an adjunct profes¬ 

sor at NYU's Center for Global Af¬ 

fairs. Michelle received a master's 

in international relations from 

Johns Hopkins. 

Eric Creizman '99L recently 

joined the New York office of 

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher. 

April Tabor was promoted to 

partner at McDermott Will & Emery. 

She is a member of the antitrust and 

competition practice group, focusing 

on compliance with the Hart-Scott- 

Rodino Act, defense of mergers and 

acquisitions before the Federal Trade 

Commission and the Department 

of Justice, consent decree negotia¬ 

tion, complex antitrust litigation and 

consumer protection counseling. 

April graduated from Georgetown 

University Law Center in 2000. 

Tom Kitt, along with Brian 

Yorkey '93, has composed a new 

musical. Next to Normal. It is a mu¬ 

sical tale of a suburban mom's total 

mental collapse, and the impact of 

mental illness on an American fam¬ 

ily. The show was first unveiled 

Off-Broadway at the Second Stage 

Theatre and will now be playing 

at the Arena Stage in Washington, 

D.C. Tom was staying in Wash¬ 

ington for the extended preview 

period while on brief hiatus from 

his other job, conducting the band 

for the Broadway musical 13. 
That's it for now, my loyal read¬ 

ers, and as always, please send in 

more notes! 

"I often quote myself. It adds 

spice to my conversation." 

— George Bernard Shaw 

97 
Sarah Katz 

1935 Parrish St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19130 

srkl2@columbia.edu 

Class of 1997 — where's the love? 

Please send in your updates for a 

future edition of Class Notes. 

Cristina Bonaldes tells us that 

Aba Yankah married Bradford 

Rogers on June 14,2008, in Destin, 

Fla. It was a beautiful wedding 

and a great chance to catch up with 

fellow Columbians. Her brides¬ 

maids included Kellie Durham 

and Ayana (Cuevas) Curry. Also 

in attendance were Catrell Brown, 

Christine Bannerman '92, Jennifer 

Willis, Ayana's husband, Rashaan 

Curry '99, and Aba's twin brother, 

Ekow Yankah '00L. 

Rokeia Smith was married in 

May 2008 to Scott Gravley. She 

and Scott were the first couple to 

be wed on the field at the Georgia 

Dome in Atlanta. They met in 2006 

at a Falcons game and have been 

blissful ever since! 

Rushika Conroy started a fel¬ 

lowship in pediatric endocrinology 

last July at Columbia University 

Medical Center/NewYork Pres¬ 

byterian. 
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Elliot Bundy '03 married Kristin Ann Pugh in Santa Fe, N.M., in Novem¬ 
ber. Those in attendance were (back row left to right) Adam Shapiro 
'03, Archie ingersol '03, Lisa wood Ottomanelli '05, Peter Ottomanelli 
'03E, Nancy Lin '05E, Jeff Fairchild '05E, the groom, Nate Kogan '04, 
Anna Battis Kogan '04, Chris Underwood '04, Danielle Robin '10 and 
Jason Beattie '04, and (front row left to right) Ye Chen '03E, the bride 
('98 Boston College) and Joshua Laurito '04. 

photo: ben chrisman 

about this exciting weekend will be 

sent to you shortly. Mark the dates, 

Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 7, 

and try to be there. 

Prisca Bae 

334 W. 17th St., Apt. 3B 

New York, NY 10011 

pbl34@columbia.edu 

Sandy Jimenez announced the 

birth of her son, Logan Josia Bourne. 

"Logan was bom six weeks early 

on December 12 in Manhattan. He 

weighed 4 lbs., 5 oz., and was 16 

in. Sandy and her partner, Mizelle 

Bourne, were glad to bring him 

home in time for the holidays on 

December 24. He is growing quickly 

and has quite the personality!" 

E] Sandra P. Angulo Chen 

10209 Day Ave. 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

spa76@yahoo.com 

Happy spring, classmates. 

Congratulations are in order for 

Dennis Machado and his wife, Amy, 

who had their third child, Lucas An¬ 

tonio, on November 20. Dennis, who 

lives in Queens, says Amy and Lucas 

are doing well and that siblings Max 

and Sarah are excited about their 

new little brother. Welcome to the 

three-kids club, Dennis and Amy! 

In wedding news. Trinity Olivia 

Jackman married Joshua Harlan 

on September 21. The wedding 

took place at the vacation home 

of Trinity's family in Vaughn, On¬ 

tario, Canada. Trinity is an archae¬ 

ologist who was once a visiting 

assistant professor at Columbia. 

Joshua is an investment banker in 

Toronto, where the couple resides. 

Not much else to share this time 

around, but I'm hoping more of 

you will send your updates — it 

doesn't have to be about a baby or 

wedding! 
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Pierre Stefanos, former Spec music 

critic, left his post as a consultant 

at PWC to pursue his passion for 

screenwriting and filmmaking. He's 

been at it for three years — appar¬ 

ently too busy to write to CCT! 
Initially, Pierre focused on 

independent films in New York as 

an assistant director and produc¬ 

tion manager. He has worked with 

acclaimed actors, including Alan 

King, Adrian Grenier (Entourage), 
Elizabeth Reaser (Grey's Anatomy, 
Twilight), Kim Raver (Lipstick Jun¬ 
gle, 24) and Gale Harold (Desperate 
Housewives, Queer As Folk). 

Pierre eventually settled into 

film and TV editing. He gained 

extensive experience as an assistant 

editor on projects such as the 2006 

Emmy-nominated PBS news series, 

NOW with Bill Moyers, the 2007 

Sundance Film Festival selection. 

The Ten and the 2007 Academy 

Award-nominated documentary 

short. Rehearsing A Dream. 
Now an editor in his own right, 

Pierre worked on 2008's Emmy- 

winning episode of Kathy Griffin: My 
Life on the D-List for Bravo, which 

Pierre admits, "felt pretty amazing." 

He has projects with ESPN2, the Dis¬ 

covery Channel, VH1 and MTV in 

the works for 2009. Pierre has even 

edited a 10-minute short film for 

Andrew Park. When he is not busy 

editing, Pierre continues to write, 

albeit no longer music critiques. Cur¬ 

rently he is focused on screenplays 

and has even won a few honorable 

mentions for his short screenplays 

during the last few years. 

Pierre enjoyed catching up with 

fellow Columbians last summer at 

the wedding of Emily Goldman- 

Huertas '00E to her longtime boy¬ 

friend, Rick Gerling, in Old San Juan, 

Puerto Rico. Those in attendance 

included many CU Marching Band 

alums and ADP members, including 

Jessica Barkhuff-Walker '99 Barnard, 

Genevieve O'Connell, Krista 

Peterson, Kristen McFadden and 

Felix Tubiana. 

Pierre resides in Manhattan, and 

we will do our best to convince 

him to join other classmates at our 

reunion in June. Planning is well 

under way, and full information 

^Jonathan Gordin 

3030 N. Beachwood Dr. 

Los Angeles, CA 90068 

jrg53@columbia.edu 

I hope that 2009 is off to a great 

start for you! 

Neovasc, a new specialty vascular 

device Company, announced the 

appointment of Efrem Kamen to a 

newly created position on its board 

of directors. Efrem has spent his 

career researching and investing in 

healthcare companies, with a specific 

focus on the medical device sector. 

He analyzes investments in medical 

device companies on a global level for 

Diamondback Advisors NY, a private 

New York City investment firm. 

Cambria Matlow, Claire Wein- 

garten and Morgan Robinson 

provided an exciting update on their 

documentary. Burning in the Sun. 
The film tracks a young man named 

Daniel Dembele who, raised in Mali 

but having spent time in Europe, has 

decided to build and install cheap 

solar panels that will bring the first 

electricity to the small villages of 

his native country. The film touches 

on timely discussions about energy, 

poverty and global sustainability. 

Ronen Landa has joined their 

team and composed an original 

film score. "After Ronen's work 

is done and some final technical 

tweaking is finished, in early Janu¬ 

ary we submitted the film to South 

by Southwest for March's annual 

film festival in Austin, Texas. After 

festival programmers caught wind 

of Burning in the Sun during an 

Independent Film Week screening, 

we were asked to submit the film 

for a world premiere in Austin." 

The team also will be submitting 

the film to the Tribeca Film Festival. 

To learn more about the film, you 

can view the trailer at www.you 

tube.com/ watch?v=mzRdIdF3Nw. 

The team is definitely in need of 

sponsorship, so if you can help 

out, please donate to http: / / 

fiscalsponsorship.ifp.org / Project. 

cfm?ProjectID=38. 

Please write in with updates! 

Sonia Hirdaramani 

2 Rolling Dr. 

Old Westbury, NY 11568 

soniah57@gmail.com 

Hello classmates! 

Pavle Jefferson '03 has teamed up 

with his girlfriend, Talya Lieberman, 

to co-found a new singer-songwriter 

act. Talya and Pavle address themes 

of social, political and economic 

relevance, and aren't afraid to 

throw in a love song or two. Check 

them out at www.youtube.com / 

watch?v=0zuQQM4PlZM, and 

www.myspace.com/ talyaandpavle. 

They hope you enjoy their music! 

Josh Reich lives in Paris with 

his wife, Linda Lantos, and interns 

at Thomson Technology Research 

Labs. He stayed on at Columbia 

after graduation to do a Ph.D. in 

the CS department, but this year 

was a nice break. Thomson is the 

last of three internships he has done 

back-to-back (broken up by some 

traveling in Nepal and relaxing in 

Israel). The first two were at Credit 

Suisse in New York and Microsoft 

Research Labs in Bangalore, India. 

Josh has been sporadically record¬ 

ing his adventures on his blog, 

http: / / mostlyslow.blogspot.com, 

where he's posted video of himself 

getting caught in a petrol riot in 

Nepal, dancing at a world music 

festival in Kathmandu and receiv¬ 

ing elephant blessings, among other 

things. He should be in Paris until 

the beginning of April, after which 

he may head to Israel and Brazil be¬ 

fore returning to New York, where 

he plans to finish his final Columbia 

degree. If you happen to visit Paris 

and want to get together with him 

and Linda, please send him a line at 

josh.reich@gmail.com. 

Keith Palmieri and Kristen 

Macellari were married at St. Paul's 

Chapel and had a reception at the 

Central Park Boathouse on August 8. 

Beth Richardson-Royer complet¬ 

ed a one-year term as judicial clerk to 

Chief Judge William T. Moore, Jr. in 

the United States District Court for 

the Southern District of Georgia. She 

now is an associate at Gibson, Dunn 

& Crutcher in Los Angeles. 

Gabriel Rabin received a Ful- 

bright Fellowship to study philoso¬ 

phy in Australia during 2009. He is 

pursuing his Ph.D. in philosophy 

at UCLA. 

Taryn A. Jones was married 

to Jonas T. Laeben on May 31 on 

Nantucket. The bride and groom 

met while living and working 

in Amsterdam and live in New 

York City. The wedding weekend 

provided a chance for many CU 

alumni to get together and enjoy 
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the festivities. [See photo.] 

Miriam Sheinbein moved to 

San Francisco from New York in 

June to start her residency in fam¬ 

ily and community medicine at 

UCSF. She lives in the Mission with 

her husband and baby, Cruv, who 

will likely be walking by the time 

this gets published. 

Some sad news, friends: 

Andrew Greene '06 P&S passed 

away in December. He was on the 

Columbia activities board during 

college. Andrew was a great friend 

and always made his classmates 

laugh. [Editor's note: An obituary 

is scheduled for May/June issue.] 

Michael Novielli 

I 205 W. 103rd St., Apt. 4B 

IdM New York, NY 10025 

mjn29@columbia.edu 

As spring is once again in the air, it 

is again time to share how our class¬ 

mates' careers, and lives in general, 

have blossomed in recent months. 

Topper Victor Kubicek is work¬ 

ing with Derek Anderson to de¬ 

velop a fifth installment in the Termi¬ 
nator film series. Tony Lucas recently 

finished his first year as an assistant 

football coach at Trinity College, 

where the team finished undefeated 

and league champions. Tony also is 

pursuing a master's in economics. 

After several years on Wall Street 

and more than a year in cancer 

research. Ebony Dix is in medical 

school at the University of Medicine 

and Dentistry of New Jersey-Robert 

Wood Johnson Medical School. Also 

at UMDNJ is Joanne Marmol, who 

married Fernando Marmolejos in 

2007. Yscaira Jimenez and Isabel 

Sanchez were her bridesmaids. 

Mindy Levine finished her Ph.D. 

in organic chemistry at Columbia 

last June and is an NIH postdoctoral 

fellow in the chemistry department 

at MIT. Alissa Mathis lives in Port¬ 

land, Ore., and is finishing up her 

fifth year with Expeditors Interna¬ 

tional of Washington, a global logis¬ 

tics provider. Diana Hynn attended 

the Columbia Alumni Association 

Recent Alumni Holiday Party and 

Toy Drive at Plumm in New York 

City. Lien de Brouckere is a first- 

year associate at White & Case. 

Elizabeth McVay Greene is a 

first-year M.B.A. candidate at the 

MU Sloan School of Management. 

She writes, "After nearly four years of 

financing affordable housing through 

low-income tax credit syndications, 

I am shifting into agribusiness, and 

sustainable food production and 

distribution. I commute between 

Cambridge and Brooklyn, where I 

live in Greenpoint, my favorite neigh¬ 

borhood in the city." 

Miru Kim spoke at the Enter¬ 

tainment Gathering in California, 

and her photography work was fea¬ 

tured in a documentary called Close 
Up: Portraits by Albert Maysles. 

Eric Hagemann writes, "I am 

senior associate director for research 

and proposal development in the 

fundraising office of the Business 

School. Following the demise of my 

rock band. Die Romantik, which was 

my primary focus in the years after 

graduation, I have decided to switch 

gears and go into... drumroll please 

... the absolutely booming finance 

industry. I will be enrolling in the 

full-time M.B.A. program at Colum¬ 

bia in the fall, where I plan to follow 

in the intellectual footsteps of Warren 

Buffett '51 Business and study the art 

and science of value investing." 

Jeremy Fourteau is at the Business 

School and plans to pursue a career in 

media finance after graduation. 

Love apparently is in the air, as 

well. Cristina San Roman married 

Leonardo A. Monterrey on October 

25 in Little Rock, Ark., and they 

spent their honeymoon in Cabo San 

Lucas, Mexico. Elliott Bundy, who 

is working at the public affairs firm, 

CLS DC, married Kristin Ann Pugh 

in Santa Fe, N.M., on November 1. 

[See photo.] Jessica Slutsky married 

Ariel Macari at the Lighthouse at 

Chelsea Piers last July; classmates in 

attendance were Aileen McGrath, 

Karen Sagall '03E, Vincent Schoefer 

'03E, Kimberly Grant, Dereck Chiu 

and Eleanor Coufos. Lisa Zebrowski 

'01 was a bridesmaid. 

Jessica is in her third year as 

an assistant district attorney in 

Manhattan. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Mia Elyse Gonsalves 
gm2l56@columbia.edu 

212-851-7977 
DEVELOPMENT Eleanor L. Coufos '03 

elcl9@columbia.edu 
212-851-7483 

Miklos C. Vasarhelyi 
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First and foremost, I would like to 

remind and encourage all of you 

to come to our five-year Alumni 

Reunion Weekend, Thursday, June 

4-Sunday, June 7. The reunion com¬ 

mittee has been working hard to 

make sure that we catch up in style 

with a weekend full of great events. 

I know it's hard to believe that if s 

been five years since we graduated, 

but it should be a lot of fun seeing 

classmates and remembering those 

embarrassing, but great, moments 

in Carman, Butler and, of course, 

the good old 'Stend that has now 

sadly been transformed into "Ha¬ 

vana Central at The West End." 

In '04 news, Kelly Swanston 

will be graduating from Boston 

University Law School this spring 

and will be spending the next year 

clerking for a judge in her home state 

of Maryland. Ben Harris recently 

graduated from Mt. Sinai School of 

Medicine and is doing an emergency 

medicine residency in Chicago. 

Columbia now has quite a pres¬ 

ence in New Haven! Becca Lehrer 

recently joined Ivy Washington, 

Dan Goldman and Cat Manzo 

'04E at the Yale School of Manage¬ 

ment. Ivy, Dan and Cat are all Class 

of 2009, and Becca is Class of 2010. 

Meanwhile, Annie Pfeifer just 

started her Ph.D. in comparative 

literature at Yale. 

Elizabeth Bras completed two 

years of Peace Corps service in 

Lesotho as a high school ESL teacher 

and HTV-educator. She also was the 

co-chair of the national HIV / AIDS 

committee, reviewing grant applica¬ 

tions for President Bush's Plan For 

AIDS Relief. Elizabeth then traveled 

for several months in South America. 

She now works at Achievement First, 

a network of charter schools in Brook¬ 

lyn and New Haven. She'll be devis¬ 

ing English curricula and assessments 

for students across the network. 

As always CC'04, please don't 

be shy submitting your Class 

Notes updates. 

Peter Kang 

[|Ll 20515thSt.,Apt.5 

IkAii Brooklyn, NY 11215 

peter.kang@gmail.com 

Another year is whizzing by, and 

while it's bittersweet to think about 

time passing so quickly, it7 s always 

fun to read about the interesting 

things our classmates are doing 

and to learn about exciting new life 

events. 

A couple of very happy birth an¬ 

nouncements to kick things off. Jina 

Suh and her husband, Jeremy Im, 

welcomed Leah Yejin on the day after 

Thanksgiving. Their Black Friday sur¬ 

prise came in weighing 6 lbs., 13 oz. 

Lisa (Wood) Ottomanelli and Peter 

Ottomanelli '03E welcomed Timothy 

Michael on Christmas morning. Lisa 

will be graduating from law school in 

May and working in downtown L.A. 

in the fall. Perfectly timed holiday 

babies; congrats to both families! 

Ellie Heindel '04E and Rob 

Tobkes recently were married at a 

private ceremony in Pennsylvania. 

They celebrated the occasion on both 

coasts with many fellow Colum¬ 

bians. Nutan Prabhu '04E, Laura 

Ingman '04, Matthew Urbanek '04, 

Devang Thakkar '05E, Russel Santil- 

lanes '06E and Maeve Herbert '09L 

joined them for a dinner in Mom- 

ingside Heights and lounging on the 

CU steps. Matthew and Devang also 

attended a party in Seattle (where 

the couple resides) along with Pia 

Ambardar '04E and Sonja Carlson 

'04. Congrats! [See photo.] 

Following a private wedding 
ceremony in Pennsylvania, Rob 
Tobkes '05 and Ellie Heindel '04E 
celebrated in Seattle with friends 
Matthew urbanek '04 (far left) 
and Pia Ambardar '04E (far right). 

PHOTO. DEVANG THAKKAR 05E 

Phil Sandick writes: "I'm having 

an exhibition of my photography 

(a renarrativization of a show that 

was purchased in its entirety by 

the Botswana National Museum 

and Art Gallery) at Northwestern 

Friday, March 13-Saturday, March 

14. It's part of a conference called 

'Dress, Popular Culture, and Social 

Action in Africa' (a celebration of 

the Program for African Studies 

reaching its 60th year)." 

A Long Time Coming, a book 

about the 2008 election written by 

Evan Thomas, contains reporting 

from Nick Summers and other 

Newsweek reporters who spent more 

than a year on the campaign trail. 

Anya Chemeff lives in Boulder, 

Colo., and is pursuing an M.A. in 

international studies, focusing on 

human rights, at the University of 

Denver. 

A couple of classmates working 

in the news media: Yen Feng is in 

Singapore and is a correspondent for 

religion and ethnicity for The Straits 
Times, and Jason Frazer, in Rochester, 

N.Y., is a TV reporter for the CBS/ 

Fox affiliate. Jason also will open an 

office in Rochester for his tutoring 

service. The College Advisors. 

JonAlf Dyrland-Weaver writes: 

"Last year, I finished my run in 

the New York City Teaching Fel¬ 

lows program by completing a 

master's degree in math education 

from City College. Last year I also 

changed schools, moving from 

Brandeis H.S. to my alma mater, 

Stuyvesant H.S. in Manhattan, 

where I now teach computer sci¬ 

ence. It's a lot of fun teaching there, 

and I plan to stay for a while." 

That7 s all for now. Hope all is 

well! 

Mi Michelle Oh 

11 L] 11 Heaton Ct. 

Closter, NJ 07624 

mo2057@columbia.edu 

Alicia Harper is employed with 

Good Shepherd Services as a career 

counselor at Canarsie H.S. in Brook¬ 

lyn. She had a son, Aiden, on Octo- 
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Pete Chromiak '06 and Alissa Ochs '07 tied the knot in August in Min¬ 
nesota. Attending were (front row, left to right) Yuri Shane '99, Christine 
Luu '04, Rachel Przytula '03E, Yooey Kim '05E, Heidi Sichina '06, the bride, 
the groom, Greg Preis '07 and Alan Chia '05E, and (back row, left to right) 
Cody Steele '09, Nikki Learned '07, Kyle Boretsky '05, Jeremy Woods '05, 
Marc Felezzola '05, Scott Schneider '05E and Chris Cheng '06E. 

PHOTO: STEPHANIE BLOOM 

ber 28,2007. William Kang is enjoy¬ 

ing suburban life in Durham, N.C., 

as a first-year law student at Duke. 

Victoria Baranetsky is becoming a 

marathon runner. Additionally, she 

would like to note that she "spent 

New Year's Eve in San Francisco 

with 12 other Columbia '06ers, who 

were too lame to have their names 

mentioned, but they know who they 

are." Teddy Diefenbach writes, 

"I'm living in Manhattan and have 

been glued to my desk spearhead¬ 

ing development of an independent 

videogame for the PC, scheduled 

for release this year. I am planning a 

move out to Los Angeles this year." 

Hilary Simon graduated from 

UT-Dallas last May with a master's 

and works for a private educa¬ 

tional firm in Dallas. Laura Skelton 

writes, "I started a business in July 

2007, Prix-Prix, making eco-friendly 

accessories, and I moved to New 

Orleans. The business has gotten 

lots of great press, my designs are in 

stores in seven states and one of my 

recycled bag designs is going to be 

in an upcoming book by the Com- 

pai girls, which will be released by 

Potter Craft (a division of Random 

House) next fall. My company's 

Web site is www.prix-prix.com." 

Sean Wilkes writes, "I'm con¬ 

tinuing to 'enjoy' the Army life. I've 

spent fire past few months reliving 

Heart of Darkness (the horror!) while 

traversing the jungles of the Congo 

hunting viruses. E-mail is intermit¬ 

tent, but messages are always wel¬ 

come ... almost as much as potable 

water. Oh, and tapeworms are 

totally the new South Beach Diet." 

Justin Ifill is happy to report that, 

"New Year's Eve was a blast for Ifill 

Events as it officially became Ifill 

Events, Inc., as of January 1.1 hung 

out with Tavonia Davis, Alana 

Mayo, Candace Brazier-Thurman 

and Clara Engmann. We rang in the 

new year right, partying at Bar XII 

on 34th Street. At the CU Holiday 

party at the Plumm, we got together 

on a rainy night to support Toys 

for Tots and catch up on lost time. 

One of the highlights was seeing 

Lea Hinderling, as she is now back 

from Argentina and living in NYC. 

Life is good and I plan to keep it 

that way..." 

Chloe Good is traveling and has 

visited Brussels, Amsterdam, Sevilla, 

Madrid, Barcelona, Milan, Lake 

Como, Venice and Florence since 

she last wrote. She writes, "I learned 

how to juggle in Barcelona, visited 

an urban sauna in Amsterdam, 

hung out with a Flamenco band in 

Sevilla and danced to 'Stairway to 

Heaven' overlooking Lake Como. I 

will be heading to India in the coming 

months and will have the pleasure of 

staying with Beth Milton in Mumbai. 

A recent highlight I went to a thermal 

hot spring in Tuscany, Petriolo. We 

arrived after dark and were met with 

a warm fire by the river and some 

fellow hot springs users. It was 30 de¬ 

grees, so you could imagine that we 

weren't too excited about changing 

into our bathing suits. We finally got 

up the courage and were met with 

shallow pools filled with hot spring 

water from steaming waterfalls and 

soft rocks lining the bottom. The 

steam was rising and clouded the 

trees. We could see Orion's Belt, the 

Little Dipper and the other northern 

hemisphere winter constellations. It 

was a dream." 

Hilary Parson graduated from 

Claremont Graduate University in 

California with a master's in ap¬ 

plied women's studies. She writes, 

"I recently accepted a job with the 

Cleveland Clinic in Ohio, working 

with children with ADHD. Also, I'll 

be working on a master's in com¬ 

munity counseling at Kent State Uni¬ 

versity. I hope everyone is well! Look 

me up if you come out this way." 

David D. Chait 

41W. 24th St., Apt. 3R 

New York, NY 10010 

ddc2106@columbia.edu 

I hope everyone is having a great 

winter (wherever you are). Here 

are some interesting updates from 

our classmates ... 

Katerina Vorotova has made 

good headway toward her goal of 

visiting all of the 192 United Nations 

member states in her lifetime. Last 

year she traveled to Japan, the Unit¬ 

ed Kingdom, Cyprus and Egypt. She 

also went to Brazil in January. If she 

is lucky to live to 80, Katerina would 

need to visit 3.01754 new countries 

per year to achieve this goal. 

Elizabeth Klein writes, "I have 

been accepted into the Honors Con¬ 

servatory Acting Program, Class of 

2009, at the Theatre Lab of Washing¬ 

ton, D.C. I am looking forward to a 

year of intensive theatrical training. 

And, I just bought my first car — a 

used FT Cruiser." 

Congratulations, Elizabeth — 

you are a fantastic actor! 

Congratulations also are in order 

for Michele Scott Michele and her 

husband, Anthony Soria, welcomed 

the birth of their son, Akai Anthony, 

on July 17. Akai was bom at 9:48 

p.m. at 18 inches and 5 lbs., 3 oz. 

In November, I traveled to China 

on a business trip and visited several 

classmates. I stayed with the mu¬ 

nificent Joyce Hau in Shanghai and 

enjoyed riding her bike around the 

city. It also was fun to see James Chou 

'07E in Shanghai. In Beijing, I stayed 

with Izumi Devalier, who takes 

the title as "best tour guide ever," 

and was thrilled to see Ben Kufier 

Columbians are everywhere! 

Monique Alves is enjoying her 

B.A. in economics and for 2009 is 

a corps member of City Year New 

York, an AmeriCorps program, 

helping underserved children and 

youth in NYC. 

Jesse Imbriano shares, "For the 

last VA years, I have been working 

at an orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico, 

and, since this past summer. I've been 

part of the board of directors and 

much of the orphanage's operations 

have been placed in my hands." 

Thank you again to everyone 

who contributes to Class Notes! 

Neda Navab 

53 Saratoga Dr. 

Jericho, NY 11753 

nn2126@columbia.edu 

IF s already spring, and we're getting 

dose to the one-year post-college 

mark! In the months since gradua¬ 

tion, our dassmates have had some 

interesting news to report. Keep in 

touch with the dass by sending me a 

note for a future issue. 

In September, Julie Raskin began 

a fellowship program run through 

the City of New York, the Urban 

Fellows Program. Sponsored by the 

mayor and run through the Depart¬ 

ment of City wide Administrative 

Services, the program is intended 

to provide young professionals and 

recent college graduates the opportu¬ 

nity to gain meaningful work experi- 

Solomon Endlich '08 and Geoffrey 
Fudenberg '08 spent 12 days of 
their summer vacations hiking up 
16,000-ft. mountains in Peru. 

ence in public policy, urban planning 

and local government, as they 

consider careers in public service. The 

program is off to a great start and the 

other fellows—induding PJ Berg— 

"are a wonderful new community of 

fellow urban studies nerds," explains 

Julie. "Each one of us 27 fellows has a 

placement at a dty agency. I work at 

the Parks Department for the Deputy 

Commissioner of Management and 

Budget. It has been a wonderful ex¬ 

perience so far, and I'm very happy at 

Parks (my office overlooks the sea li¬ 

ons in the Central Park Zoo!). Outside 

of work. I'm reveling in Buffer-free 

nights and weekends and spending 

lots of time exploring Brooklyn and 

riding my bike around the dty. I love 

running into fellow CC alums all over 

the dty and am glad to hear that my 

dassmates are doing so well." 

"This is what I did during sum¬ 

mer vacation," recounts Solomon 

Endlich of a trip with Geoffrey 

Fudenberg. "Trekking at 16,000-foot 

in the Cordillera Huayhuash, Peru, 

attempting to forget finals. Twelve 

days on foot with what we brought 

in our packs. We haven't been able 

to eat quinoa since." [See photo.] 

Fernando Rojas teaches English in 

a Japanese junior high school in Fukui 

Prefecture as an assistant language 

teacher in the Japanese Exchange 

and Teaching Programme. "I've been 

living and teaching in Japan since 

August, and I hope to stay here for 

two years before going back to the 

States for graduate school. It has been 

a wonderful opportunity to explore 

and see all the wonderful Japanese art 

and architecture I've gotten to know 

through slideshows and lectures. 

They are even better in person! I wish 

everyone the best during these tough 

economic times. If anyone ever needs 

a place to stay in Japan, my couch is 

always available!" 

Michelle Nicole Diamond and 

David Chait '07 flew south for the 

winter holidays, spending time with 

the Donner-Chait family in Lake 

Worth, Fla., and with the Diamond 

family in sunny Miami. Now back 

in Manhattan, Michelle has not ___ 

seen the sun "in four days!" 
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CLASSIC dixieland — For your dances, weddings, parties, picnics, and 

celebrations, handsome veterans of the Woody Allen band, Michael's Pub, 

the Cajun Restaurant, the New York scene, play music that keeps your feet 

tapping and your face smiling. The Wildcat Jazz Band, Dick Dreiwitz '58C, 

201-488-3482. 

Date Smart/Party Smart. Join the introduction network exclusively for 

graduates students and faculty of the Ivies, MIT, Stanford and other great 

schools. The Right Stuff, www.rightstuffdating.com, 800-988-5288. 

Good Genes: An institution of Higher Pairing: Columbia, NYU, Tufts, MIT, 

Wellesley, Brandeis, Harvard, Boston College, Clark (Worchester, MA), 

UC Berkeley, Wesleyan, Brown and Stanford, www.goodgenes.com, 

800-949-3075. 

Providing home-care for someone with Alzheimer's, Dementia, or 

similar illness means care-givers have to know when their charge needs 

attention. Wandering and falling pose significant risks. Monitoring/paging 

system makes home-care manageable. Go to www.Notifex.com for 

important information and help. 

Vintage Posters: NYC dealer offering quality selection of American/ 

European posters. Visit www.mjwfineposters.com. 

PROMOTE YOUR BOOK on tv-radio talkshows, print. Columbia alum offers 

free consultation. Frank Promotion, (914) 238-4604, frankpromo@aol.com. 

RENTALS 

Abaco, Bahamas, two bedroom condominium, tennis courts, pool, 

dballard@telus.net. 

Naples, Florida: Luxury condominium overlooking Gulf, two month 

minimum, 802-524-2108 James L. Levy CC '65, LAW '68. 

Mauna Lani, Hawaii, two bedroom condominium, with loft sleeps 4 adults, 

2 children, pool, fitness center, tennis, beach and golf, jay@suemorilaw.com. 

77 CC. 

300' lakefront, new home, wood, stone, glass, 3 BR+large loft, 3Vi bath, 

private large open deck, patios, dock, beach, use of canoe, kayak. Northwest 

N.J. horse/dairy country, local golf, antiques, art, hiking trails, horseback 

riding. MA hour into Manhattan. Available July-August. Call 201-568-9537, 

F. Raimondo CC '51. 

Northeast Florida: Luxury Condominium. Beach, golf, tennis, much more. 

Details & photos: vrbo.com/205l 10. John Grundman '60C 212-769-4523. 

Englewood, FL: Brand New Luxury 2 BR/2 BA Waterfront Condo w/ pvt. 

boat slip. Walk to the Gulf, Pool, floor to ceiling glass, awesome water views, 

Lanai, elevator. Professionally decorated. Contact Evan Morgan, CC '85 at 

(330) 655-5766 for details. 

Martha's vineyard: Rent my Edgartown waterview timeshares. July 12 

thru July 19,2008. Contact Sid Kadish '63C at 617-969-7548 or kadishs@ 

ummhc.org for details. 

Maine luxury lakefront town homes for sale on pristine Kezar Lake. 

www.kezarlakecondos.com or 713-988-2382. 

lovely i-bedroom co-op apartment 552 Riverside Drive. Lovely 

view, new kitchen, hardwood floors. Beautifully maintained pre-war 

building. Columbia university neighborhood. Asking: $468,000. Website: 

http://onebdrmforsale.weebly.com. Email: onebdrmforsale@gmail.com. 

Union Theological Seminary’s 

LANDMARK GUEST ROOMS 

3041 Broadway at 121st Street 

New York, NY 10027 

(212) 280-1313 

(212) 280-1488 fax 

www.uts.columbia.edu 

CLASSIFIED AD INFORMATION 
REGULAR CLASSIFIED RATES: $3 per word for one issue, 

discounts for six consecutive issues. Ten-word minimum. 

Phone (including area code) and PO boxes count as one word. 

Words divided by slashes, hyphens or plus signs are counted 

individually. E-mail and Web addresses are priced based on 

length. No charge for Columbia College class years or 

ampersands (&). We boldface the first four words at no charge. 

Additional boldface words are $1 per word. 

Display Classifieds are $100 per inch. 

PAYMENT: Prepayment required on all issues at time of order. 

Check, money order, MasterCard, VISA and 

Diners Club with MasterCard logo only. 

No refunds for canceled ads. 

10% discount for Columbia College alumni, faculty, 

staff, students and parents 

Mail, fax or e-mail orders to: 

Columbia College Today 
475 Riverside Dr., Ste 917 

New York, NY 10115-0998 

Phone 212-870-2767 

Fax 212-870-2747 

cct@columbia.edu 

Deadline for May/June issue: 

Tuesday, March 31,2009 
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Alumni Corner 

Business Matchmaker Does Well by Doing Good 
By Sarah Leah Gootnick '01 At some point in my mid-20s, my tolerance for 

the 9-to-5 corporate lifestyle expired, so I packed 

my bags and moved to Israel. I wanted to learn 

more about my Jewish heritage and develop a 

deeper understanding of Jewish spirituality. 

From the moment I arrived, however, I quickly 

developed a competing priority. 

All around me, I encountered smart, talented, highly motivat¬ 

ed people who were unable to find reliable employment. Even 

among those who had jobs, as is the case with my friend Anat, 

a college-educated American, the positions commanded a star¬ 

tlingly low wage. Anat was making $6/hour — and that's be¬ 

cause she is fluent in Hebrew and English. Anat told me recently 

how happy she was that after a year of working diligently for her 

firm, she is now making $7/hour! Spurred by frustration, I de¬ 

cided that I had to make a difference, and used entrepreneurship 

as a force to achieve change. 

One night when I was in Jerusalem, a tech-savvy friend who 

works in the San Francisco Bay Area called me and said, "I can't 

take my work load anymore. I'm 

seeing clients from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

every day, and then I do paperwork 

until 10 at night. I'm totally over¬ 

whelmed." Instinctively I blurted 

out, "You need a secretary." It was 

the obvious solution to his problem. 

It was also, as it turns out, the solu¬ 

tion for some of these unemployed 

women in Israel. 

I realized that I had precisely 

the right person with whom to pair 

my San Francisco friend, Kirk — 

my friend Margelit, an American 

college graduate who recently had 

moved to Israel, where she lives 

with her husband and children. 

Margelit and Kirk had matching 

temperaments and the right skill 

sets to complement each other, and 

their business relationship soon proved to be a success. 

Courtesy of powerful tools available online (such as Google 

Docs, LogMeIn.com and others), Margelit and Kirk have been 

able to work together successfully for the past year-and-a-half. 

Inspired by their success, in January 2008 I created Secretary in 

Israel LLC, a business that promotes and facilitates efficient work¬ 

ing relationships between entrepreneurs in the States and highly 

competent American assistants working in Israel. 

Secretary in Israel has now connected dozens of American 

business owners with virtual American assistants in Israel. Ev¬ 

ery client's needs and expectations differ, but services offered 

include appointment scheduling, blog and Web site updating, 

travel booking, mailing letters and cards, invoicing clients, enter¬ 

ing data, sending e-newsletters, updating shopping carts, phone 

work and other miscellaneous tasks as requested by the client. 

I live and work in Passaic, N.J., and run the business with the 

help of Shoshi Osofsky Ross '06 Barnard, who lives in Ramat Beit 

Shemesh, Israel. Ross is the COO, in charge of locating new assis¬ 

tants and coaching our clients on how to maximize their relation¬ 

ships with our secretaries. My focus is sales and marketing. 

The two-fold mission of Secretary in Israel is to provide our 

clients with outstanding part-time assistants, which they could 

not find or afford locally, and provide our assistants with a livable 

wage, with hourly rates double or triple what they'd find in Israel, 

a country with a high poverty rate. The majority of our assistants 

are working mothers — in many cases, the sole breadwinners in 

their families. By enabling our assistants to work from home, they 

don't waste time or money commuting to and from an office. In 

addition, they are able to spend more time with their children. 

We locate our assistants by posting on job search Web sites in 

Israel and through word-of-mouth. In 2008, we reviewed more 

than 500 resumes and interviewed more than 175 assistants, and 

we're only placing 45 assistants. Since each of our assistants works 

part-time for each of our clients, most of them work with two or 

three clients at a time. 

Although I was intrigued by the 

concept of using business as a posi¬ 

tive force to change problems in the 

world prior to attending Columbia, 

I refined my thinking during my 

four years in Momingside Heights. 

In Ritu Birla '87's "Contemporary 

Civilization" course and in "In¬ 

troduction to Buddhism," taught 

by the Jey Tsong Khapa Professor 

of Indo-Tibetan Buddhist Studies 

Robert Thurman, I explored the 

meaning of "compassionate self- 

interest"; namely, doing well by 

doing good. The popularity of these 

ideas has mushroomed during the 

nearly 10 years since I graduated 

from Columbia, but while they 

are now part of the cultural Zeit¬ 

geist, there are still very few companies that actually run their 

businesses on these principles. At Secretary in Israel, we are try¬ 

ing to impact our clients and our assistants in a positive way as 

we run our business. 

Shortly prior to my Columbia graduation, I was sitting in The 

West End with a friend who asked me what my major was. "Phi¬ 

losophy," I told him. Skeptically, he prodded, "So what are you go¬ 

ing to do with that? Philosophize about unemployment?" Little did 

he know that my career would be devoted to creating employment 

opportunities for American women living in Israel — including, in¬ 

cidentally, a position for me with my degree in philosophy. 

Sarah Leah Gootnick '01 founded Secretary in Israel (www. 

secretaryinisrael.com). She is from Marin County, Calif, and 

graduated from The Branson H.S. Gootnick lives in Passaic, N.J. 

Tal Erin Shamberg, one of Secretary in Israel's assistants, in her 
home office in Chashmonaim, Israel. Shamberg is from Richmond, 
Va. Inset: Sarah Leah Gootnick '01, Secretary in Israel's founder. 

PHOTO OF SHAMBERG: BENZION SHAMBERG 
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A COLLEGE RENEWED 
"Traditions don't exist by being repeated— 
they exist by being constantly renewed. ” 

—Austin E. Quigley, 7995 

Dean of Columbia College, 7995'—2009 

Please support our students and renew our traditions 
with your donation to the Columbia College Fund. 

^COLUMBIA COLLEGE FUND 

To make a gift, call 1-866-22?-5866 or 
give online at www.college.columbia.edu/alumni/giving/ 

COLUMBIA 

CAMPAIGN 

Every Gift Counts. 



Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 724 
Burl. VT 05401 

COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

Columbia University 

622 W. 113th St., MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 

Change service requested 



May/June 2009 

PEREZ GIVES RAYS 
SPEED WHEN THEY 
NEED IT MOST 
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Professor Robert G. 
O’Meally, founder of 
Columbia’s Center for 
Jazz Studies, is about 
more than the music 
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Columbia College Young Alumni invites 

the Classes of 1999-2009 to attend the 

Young Alumni Rock ’n’ Roll Casino. 

This year the “House That Rock Built” opens its doors for the 

annual Casino. The Fillmore New York at Irving Plaza has hosted 

everyone from The Who to Clapton to U2 and, now YOU. Get 

ready to rock and let the dice roll. This is one gig you just 

can’t miss! 

Friday, June 5, 2009 • 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

* The Fillmore New York at Irving Plaza • 17 Irving Place 
(between 15th and 16th Streets) • New York City 

* Tickets will be available for purchase at The Fillmore New York 
at Irving Plaza box office the night of the event. 

* $25 • Admission includes three drink tickets, food, casino and dancing. 

* Questions? Call 212-851-7977. 

Alumni Reunion WeIkend 
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Letters to the Editor 
Midshipmen, Not Cadets 
I very much enjoy reading your magazine. 

However, on page 7 (March/ April), Henry 

Coleman '46, whom I knew, was identified 

as a former "NROTC Cadet." As a point of 

information, all of us in the NROTC Unit 

were identified as midshipmen, not cadets. 

R.R. Jespersen '58, Colonel, USMC, Ret. 

Little Rock, Ark. 

You’re Welcome 
Congratulations on a con¬ 

sistently well done job; the 

magazine is informative 

and nostalgic. I appreciate 

getting to revisit the cam¬ 

pus and its people on your 

pages. 

Anthony Rudel 79 

Chappaqua, N.Y. 

Letters 
I would like to offer some 

constructive criticism. I re¬ 

gard this magazine as one 

of the finest college maga¬ 

zines in the United States. 

There is one point that has consistently an¬ 

noyed me. Why do you limit the amount 

of space for "Letters To the Editor?" In the 

last issue (March/April) there were only 

four short letters from our alumni. 

Of course, the first thing that most 

alumni turn to is their Class Notes. In my 

opinion, the second choice is the "Letters 

to the Editor" page. 

Is it possible to include 10 letters from 

alumni in each issue of the magazine? 

I would be interested to hear what oth¬ 

er alumni think of this idea. 

Stan Edelman '49, '53 P&S 

New York City 

Editor's note: We welcome letters (or e-mails) 

to the editor and try to publish as many as 

we receive, as long as they relate to something 

published in the magazine. Unfortunately, 

sometimes we receive few letters (especially if 

an issue is delayed in publication, leaving less 

time between issues), and in that case the let¬ 

ters section is brief. 

Lewis Cole ’68 
I noted the obituary of Lewis Cole '68 in 

the March/April issue and look forward 

to more on this graduate's life and contri¬ 

butions to the University. 

As a 1968 classmate of 

Lewis, I remember well 

his appearance on the Da¬ 

vid Susskind show during 

the spring of that year. He 

referred to the best values 

of the nation in his inter¬ 

pretation of the students' 

strike, and we could not 

have had a better spokes¬ 

person for our cause that 

year than Lewis Cole. I 

have no doubt that his in¬ 

fluence on the University 

and the culture in general 

will be as lasting through his leadership in 

film studies at the School of the Arts. 

Rev. Douglas W. Smith '68 

Pomona, Calif. 

War Memorial 
I was pleased to read about Columbia's 

War Memorial (March/April). However, 

if Columbia were truly interested in hon¬ 

oring the memory of fallen Columbians, 

it would allow our military's ROTC pro¬ 

grams to operate without discrimination 

on campus. Columbia permits tyrants such 

as Iran's Ahmedinijad on campus, but not 

the American military Columbia claims to 

honor. Is this what our fallen heroes would 

have wanted? Honor our war dead with 

more than a plaque — let those who risk 

July/August 2009 CCT Online Only 

The current financial crisis places pressures on all budgets, including those of the 

College and Columbia College Today, in order to permit the College to devote a greater 

share of its resources in these hard times to academic affairs and student services, we 

have decided to publish the July/August 2009 issue of CCT online only. This will save a 

significant amount of money in printing and mailing costs while still allowing us to bring 

you all the news, features and departments you have come to expect from CCT. 

Log onto www.college.columbia.edu/cct shortly after July 1 to view the July/August 

2009 issue. As always, we encourage you to visit our Web site to view the current issue 

of CCT, exclusive Web-only content and past issues back to 1999. 
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Within the Family 

The Quest for Heroes 
Where have you gone, Joe DiMaggio? A 

nation turns its lonely eyes to you. 
— Paul Simon 

~W ~VT Then he first heard those lyrics, 

V X / baseball icon Joe DiMaggio 

V V was upset. He thought Paul Si¬ 

mon was being derogatory about DiMag¬ 

gio having faded from baseball and the 

public eye; never mind that DiMaggio, 

always a private person, was the face of 

Mr. Coffee and a spokesman for a bank at 

the time. DiMaggio didn't complain for 

very long, however, as he realized that 

Simon's words were bringing him to the 

attention of a new generation, one that 

had never seen him patrol center field at 

Yankee Stadium. The two cleared the air 

when they crossed paths at an Italian res¬ 

taurant not long thereafter. 

Three decades later, in an op-ed in 

The New York Times shortly after DiMag- 

gio's death in 1999, Simon explained 

that he "didn't mean the lines literally, 

that I thought of him as an American 

hero and that genuine heroes were in 

short supply." He elaborated: 

"In the '50s and '60s, it was fashion¬ 

able to refer to baseball as a metaphor for 

America, and DiMaggio represented the 

values of that America: excellence and 

fulfillment of duty (he often played in 

pain), combined with a grace that implied 

a purity of spirit, an off-fhe-field dignity 

and a jealously guarded private life. It 

was said that he still grieved for his for¬ 

mer wife, Marilyn Monroe, and sent fresh 

flowers to her grave every week Yet as a 

man who married one of America's most 

famous and famously neurotic women, 

he never spoke of her in public or in print. 

He understood the power of silence ... 

"In these days of Presidential trans¬ 

gressions and apologies and prime-time 

interviews about private sexual matters. 

we grieve for Joe DiMaggio 

and mourn the loss of his 

grace and dignity, his fierce 

sense of privacy, his fidel¬ 

ity to the memory of his 

wife and the power of his 

silence," Simon concluded 

in the Times. 

I never saw DiMaggio 

play; my father took me to 

my first major league game in 1954, and 

my earliest baseball heroes were Mickey 

Mantle, Yogi Berra and Bill "Moose" Skow- 

ron (like Moose, I was a first baseman) of 

the Yankees teams that dominated the late 

'50s and early '60s. Do today's kids look at 

star athletes with the same hero-worship 

that I did when I was growing up? With 

all the headlines about athletes' substance 

abuse and the way sports has become big 

business, somehow I doubt it. 

About a decade ago, former NBA star 

Charles Barkley caused a stir when he 

proclaimed that he was not a role model. 

This is the same Charles Barkley who 

once complained about having been 

misquoted — in his own autobiography. 

Although then, as now. Sir Charles' 

mouth frequently runs two steps ahead 

of his brain, he was trying to make a very 

valid point: Why should the ability to 

throw a sphere through a hoop, pass an 

oblong pigskin or hit a ball with a bat, a 

club or a racket qualify a person for the 

status of role model or hero? 

I thought about this shortly after Cap¬ 

tain Chesley Sullenberger glided U.S. 

Airways flight 1549 to a safe landing in 

the Hudson River on January 15. Like so 

many, I was mesmerized by the sight of 

the crippled airliner floating in the river, 

people standing on its wings waiting to 

be taken ashore by the flotilla of ferries 

and rescue craft that arrived on the scene 

within minutes. The soft-spoken, 57-year- 

old Sullenberger quickly 

was anointed a hero for 

bringing the plane down 

smoothly and, along with 

first officer Jeffrey Skiles 

and flight attendants Donna 

Dent, Doreen Welsh and 

Sheila Dail, saving all 155 on 

board. And surely, showing 

such poise under pressure 

was a remarkable thing. 

The fact that they became instant 

heroes, with keys to the city, trips to the 

Super Bowl, TV appearances and more, 

underscores what Simon wrote 10 years 

ago: genuine heroes are in short sup¬ 

ply. We live in a society that yearns for 

heroes, we look for them at every turn 

and we quickly heap praise upon them 

when we find them. 

I suggest that in looking for heroes, 

we should not wait for floating jetliners 

and instead try looking closer to home. 

Is the nursery school teacher who creates 

a nourishing, stimulating environment 

for a class of 5-year-olds not a hero? Is the 

fireman who races into a burning build¬ 

ing to rescue strangers not a hero? Is the 

bus driver who makes a point of stopping 

near the curb and lowering the doorway 

to make it easier for a man with a cane 

to board the bus not performing his own 

small act of heroism? What about the 

father who works two jobs to put food 

on the table for his family, or the single 

mother who juggles the responsibilities of 

parenting and homemaking with a job of 

her own in order to pay the bills? 

Perhaps Joltin' Joe indeed has left 

and gone away, but if we look with 

open eyes, I submit we all can find he¬ 

roes around us every day. 

their lives today by serving our nation do 

so with pride on the Columbia campus. 

Gregory Menken '95 

New York City 

“Mission Accomplished” 
As the father of a recent grad, I like read¬ 

ing Columbia College Today. I always enjoy 

reading your column ["Within the Fam¬ 

ily"], but I must respond to your sarcasm 

regarding President Bush in your Janu¬ 

ary/February piece. 

You referred to his trip to the carrier 

Abraham Lincoln as a "photo op," imply¬ 

ing that the trip was self-serving. While 

photos were taken, I assure you this was 

not his purpose. He was doing what good 

commanders do: visit and encourage the 

troops. 
The President probably had nothing 

to do with hanging the "Mission Accom¬ 

plished" banner. Moreover, it was not 

meant to describe the greater war effort. I 

(Continued on page 70) 
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Alumni Reunion Weekend 2009: June 4-7 
New This Year: Dean’s Day, June 6, Open to All 

By Lisa Palladino and Gordon Chenoweth Sauer '11 Arts 

Associate Director of the Core Curriculum Roosevelt Montas 
'95 spoke at a mini-core course at last year's reunion. All 
alumni, even those not celebrating reunion, may enjoy class¬ 
es this year, as Dean's Day will be held on Saturday, June 6. 

lumni Reunion Weekend 

has a new look for 2009. 

The gala weekend, which 

will take place Thursday, 

June 4—Sunday, June 7, will 

feature the always-popular dining, cock¬ 

tail, classroom and cultural events for the 

reunion classes and, new this year, the 

addition of Dean's Day. Traditionally held 

each April, adding Dean's Day to the re¬ 

union program allows even more alumni 

to experience the best of Columbia's facul¬ 

ty in a one-day campus event. Scheduled 

for Saturday, June 6, Dean's Day is open to 

all alumni — not just those participating in 

reunion — as well as parents. 

ALUMNI REUNION WEEKEND 

f your class year ends in a 4 or a 9, 

Alumni Reunion Weekend is your 

chance to reconnect with classmates 

and old friends, make new friends and 

enjoy all that Momingside Heights and 

New York City have to offer. Visit the 

reunion Web site (http: / / reunion.college. 

columbia.edu) for more information, to 

see a schedule of events and to register. 

The Reunion Committees have spent 

the last year working with Alum¬ 

ni Office staff to plan campus 

activities, discussions and panels; 

cultural outings; cocktail parties; 

and elegant class dinners, but 

were sure to leave plenty of free 

time for relaxing, getting together 

with friends and spending time 

in NYC. 

After you arrive on campus, 

start the weekend by checking 

in at the registration desk in 

Alfred Lerner Hall, the place for 

nametags, schedules and the 

most up-to-date information. 

The Class of 1959 gets a jump 

on the party with a special recep¬ 

tion on Wednesday, June 3. The 

weekend officially kicks off on Thursday, 

June 4, with cocktail receptions and a 

choice of the New York Philharmonic 

at Lincoln Center (Bach's Brandenburg 

Concerto No. 4, Kemis' world premiere 

of a Philharmonic-commissioned work 

for trumpet and orchestra, Copland's 

Clarinet Concerto, and Ravel's Bolero), 

American Ballet Theatre at the Metropoli¬ 

tan Opera House (all-Prokofiev celebra¬ 

tion featuring a selection 

of ballets, including Desir, 

On the Dnieper and Prodi¬ 

gal Son) or Broadway the¬ 

ater (In the Heights or West 

Side Story). Sign up early 

for these shows, as avail¬ 

ability is limited. 

Friday morning fea¬ 

tures a Chelsea art gallery 

crawl, "Back on Campus" 

activities such as mini- 

Core courses and lectures 

(free, but registration is 

required), walking tours 

and campus updates. 

That evening, dress up a 

bit and join classmates and their guests 

at class-specific cocktail parties/recep¬ 

tions and dinners. Those who observe the 

Sabbath may participate in a Tri-College 

(College, SEAS, Barnard) Shabbat Service 

and Dinner. 

Friday's activities continue late into the 

night with one of reunion's most popular 

events: the Young Alumni Rock 'n' Roll 

Casino, being held this year at a new 

venue. The Fillmore New York at Irving 

Plaza. Tickets will be available at the door. 

Starting at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, alum¬ 

ni with children ages 3-12 may sign them 

up for the supervised Camp Columbia for 

Kids. Also on Saturday morning, all alum¬ 

ni, including Dean's Day participants, 

may stop by Roone Arledge Auditorium 

in Lerner Hall for the Dean's Continental 

Breakfast, featuring outgoing Dean of the 

College Austin Quigley. Quigley will lead 

a State-of-the-College Address, and the 

President7s Cup will be presented. 

After breakfast, events continue for all 

alumni with Public Intellectual Lectures, 

followed by either a class-specific lun¬ 

cheon (Classes 1944-1969) or a Decades 

The Saturday afternoon barbecue on South Lawn is a wonderful 
opportunity to mingle with classmates and their families in a ca¬ 
sual setting. Here, 2008 attendees catch up and make new friends. 
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BBQ on the campus lawns (Classes 1974- 

2004). After lunch, choose from a mini- 

Coie course or class-specific panel discus¬ 

sion, if applicable; the annual Admissions 

Presentation/ Alumni Representative 

Committee reception for members and 

those who wish to join; a Center for Career 

Education presentation; or, new this year, 

a Class of 1959 ROTC panel discussion 

(open to all alumni), featuring alumni who 

served in the Navy following graduation. 

There also will be affinity group receptions 

for alumni of Spectator, WKCR, Double 

Discovery and Community Impact as well 

as a Tri-College LGBT Tea. 

Reunion classes will continue the cele¬ 

bration on Saturday evening. After a busy 

day, unwind with the all-class wine tasting, 

an elegant class-specific dinner and the all¬ 

class Starlight Reception, a weekend high¬ 

light, held on Low Plaza, so there's room to 

dance off the calories you'll enjoy from the 

available champagne and sweets. 

The weekend wraps up on Sunday 

morning with a bagel, cream cheese and 

lox brunch. 

Online registration, a complete program 

of reunion events and general information 

may be found on the Alumni Reunion 

Weekend Web site (http: / /reunion.college. 

columbia.edu). 

DEAN’S DAY Dean's Day will 

take place on 

Saturday, June 6, 

and is open to all alum¬ 

ni, as well as parents. 

Alumni can relive their 

classroom days, and par¬ 

ents can get a glimpse of 

their children's College 

learning experience, by 

participating in lectures 

by some of Columbia's 

finest faculty. Offered at 

a nominal cost to alumni 

and parents, this is one 

of the Alumni Office's 

most popular events. 

Among the many lecture choices this 

year are "My Wife Is a Terrorist: Nar¬ 

ration, Redaction and Hermeneutics of 

Suspicion" with James A. Schamus; "Lit¬ 

erature Humanities: The Great Chain of 

Meaning — Chekhov's 'Student' and Lit¬ 

erature Humanities" with Cathy L. Pop- 

kin; "Frontiers of Science: Can We Afford 

To Go Green? Can We Afford Not To?" 

with Don J. Melnick; and "Magill Lecture 

in Science, Technology and the Arts" with 

Robert M. Bakish. 

The Lecture Series fee ($25 for alumni 

and parents, $20 for 

Young Alumni in 

Classes 1999-2009) 

includes two lectures, 

one in the morning and 

one in the afternoon. A 

continental breakfast 

is available for $20 per 

person for alumni and 

parents. A luncheon for 

Classes 1939-1958 and 

parents will be held in 

the Rotunda, Low Li¬ 

brary. Classes 1960-2009 

may enjoy a barbecue 

lunch under campus 

tents. A choice of the 

luncheon or barbecue is available for $30 

per person. Dean's Day participants may 

join reunion classes in afternoon affinity 

group receptions for alumni of Spectator, 

WKCR, Double Discovery and Com¬ 

munity Impact. Coffee on the Quad will 

wrap up the day, weather permitting. 

For more information, or to register, go 

to www.college.columbia.edu/ alumni/ 

events/ deansday. 

Should you need more information or 

assistance with either event, please con¬ 

tact the Alumni Office: 212-851-7488 or 

toll-free, 866-CCALUMNI. 

Reunion is fun for all, from alumni to 
their spouses/guests to their children. 
Here, a little Columbian plays with a 
balloon at the 2008 barbecue. 

PHOTOS: EILEEN BARROSO 

Charitable Remainder Unitrusts put Columbia’s Endowment to 

work, increasing your own income even as you make a gift. 

The Columbia Endowment has 

outperformed standard portfolios 

When you create a Unitrust at Columbia, you will receive an 

income for life and make a deferred gift to the University. 

The Unitrust can be invested alongside the Columbia Endowment 

and will benefit from the expertise of the Columbia University 

Investment Management Company as part of an investment pool 

larger than $7 billion. Because Unitrust distributions depend on the 

annual value of the trust, as the Endowment appreciates in value 

your income will increase. 

Through a Unitrust you can 
• Support your favorite Columbia program. 

• Receive 5%-7% income for life. 
• Reduce your income taxes with a charitable deduction in the 

year of your gift. 

You can establish a Unitrust at Columbia with a minimum gift 

of $100,000-$ 150,000, depending on your age. 

To find out more, contact the Office of Gift Planning: (800) 338-3294 gift.planning@columbia.edu 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT ~] 

Anastasia Alt ’10 Promotes Women in Business 
By Nathalie Alonso '08 

he current economic 
downturn may be 
discouraging for many 
business-oriented 

undergraduates, but Anastasia 
Alt '10 betrays no anxiety at 
the thought of entering the 
business world — or of encour¬ 
aging fellow women to do so 
— in the midst of a recession. 

Bright and lively on a chilly 
Monday morning, Alt, who 
was president of the Colum¬ 
bia Women's Business Soci¬ 
ety (CWBS) for the 2008-09 
academic year, spoke ardently 
about her commitment to 
expanding opportunities for 
women in the business field. 

"I was blessed growing up 
to have a strong female figure 
in my household — my moth¬ 
er," she says. "I feel passionate¬ 
ly about connecting women, l 
suppose because you can be 
impacted so positively by hav¬ 
ing those strong figures. 

"Learning about [business] 
has never been more relevant," 
Alt continues. "I think this reces¬ 
sion will end, and when it does, 
there are going to be people left 
who still want to be in business, 
and those are the people who 
are going to do really well when 
the recovery happens." 

Alt, who dreams of owning 
her own hedge fund, became 
interested in business and 
finance in her first year in the 
College during an internship 
at UBS that required her to be 
familiar with The Wall street 
Journal. 

Her glass-half-full demeanor 
is no surprise, given her string 
of recent successes. As CWBS 
treasurer during her sopho¬ 
more year, the native New 
Yorker was in charge of fund¬ 
raising for the organization's 
annual business leadership 
conference. Alt raised nearly 
$30,000 from companies 
such as Fidelity Investments, 
Goldman Sachs and Morgan 
Stanley. As president, she ran 
weekly board meetings and 
oversaw all the logistics of 

the 2009 conference, which 
featured CNBC anchor Maria 
Bartiromo and Betsy Morgan, 
CEO of The Huffington Post, as 
keynote speakers. 

In 2008, Alt also founded 
the Columbia chapter of Smart 
Woman Securities, a not-for- 
profit group started by two 
Harvard undergraduates that 

promotes financial literacy 
among women. That fall, SWS 
hosted a 10-week seminar se¬ 
ries for undergraduate women 
at Columbia that addressed 
issues in personal and profes¬ 
sional finance. 

"Women often are not pre¬ 
pared for the kind of financial 
challenges that will come up 
in their lives," says Alt, explain¬ 
ing her efforts to bring SWS to 
Columbia. "On average, we had 
about 50 women a week come 
to an 1^-hour seminar." 

Alt's involvement with SWS 
led to an appearance on the 
"Ladies' Night" episode of 
CNBC's Mad Money with Jim 
Cramer in January 2008. 

"It was really, really fun. You 
just roll with it. Jim was a nice 
guy. He's not as crazy as he is 
on TV all the time," says Alt. 

in 2008, Alt received the 
Lehman Brothers Vision Schol¬ 
arship, which is awarded to 
students from groups that are 
underrepresented in business, 
including women. She spent 

half the summer of 2008 as an 
analyst in Lehman Brothers' 
Investment Banking and Fixed 
Income Division and the other 
half as an equity research as¬ 
sociate at Fidelity Investments. 

Alt says her interest in busi¬ 
ness has strengthened her 
relationship with her father, 
who is treasurer and founding 
partner at Advanced Wealth 
Solutions Group, a private 
wealth management firm in 
Manhattan. Although staying 
in New York City allows her to 
see her parents several times 
a month, Alt had originally 
planned to attend college out 
of state. After visiting the 
Morningside Heights campus, 

however, she decided the Col¬ 
lege and the Core Curriculum 
were right for her. Her interests 
changed after matriculating — 
she arrived intending to follow 
a pre-law track — but Alt has 
no regrets about choosing to 
pursue a traditional liberal arts 
education. 

"I think the genius of the 
Core is that you're having dia¬ 
logues on lots of different lev¬ 
els. It's about understanding dif¬ 
ferent perspectives, and I think 
that's the key to business," says 
Alt, who majors in economics 
and American studies. 

Alt has developed a strong 
rapport with Andrew Delbanco, 
the Julian Clarence Levi Pro¬ 
fessor in the Humanities and 
director of the American Stud¬ 
ies Program, who also is her 
adviser in the major. 

"Anastasia has a public¬ 
spiritedness combined with 
a strong personal drive that l 
suspect will make her a leader 
in whatever field she chooses 
as well as in our broader civic 
life," Delbanco says. 

It is that public-spiritedness 
that led Alt, a former high 
school track runner, to become 
involved with the Achilles Track 
Club at 15. She has run two 
New York City marathons as a 
guide runner for the organiza¬ 
tion, which looks to pair dis¬ 
abled athletes with mainstream 
athletic events. On campus, she 
is Alumnae Relations Chair for 
her sorority, Kappa Alpha Theta. 

Alt, who describes herself 
as a "big foodie," enjoys trying 
new restaurants with friends 
and going to concerts. She has 
recently attended performanc¬ 
es by Natasha Bedingfield and 
Britney Spears. 

"I try to be as intense about 
my fun as I am about my busi¬ 
ness," she says. 

Nathalie Alonso '08, from 
Queens, majored in American 
studies. She is an editorial 
producer of Spanish sites for 
MLB.com. 

Anastasia Alt '10 (left) with CNBC Closing Bell host Maria Bartiromo, 
a keynote speaker at the Fifth Annual Women's Business Leader¬ 
ship Conference, hosted by the Columbia Women's Business Society 
on February 28 in Low Library. 

PHOTO: KATHERINE BURKE 
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Eric H. Holder Jr. 73, 76L To Address 
Newest Graduates at Class Day 2009 

U.S. Attorney General Eric H. 

Holder Jr. 73,76L will address 

the Class of 2009 on Class Day, 

Tuesday, May 19, on the South Lawn. 

"Columbians are rightly proud to count 

both the President of the United States and 

his attorney general among our gradu¬ 

ates," said Columbia President Lee C. Bol¬ 

linger. "Eric Holder has been a loyal and 

active alumnus of both our College and 

Law School. His impressive career exem¬ 

plifies the civic values and commitment to 

public service that we hope to nurture in 

our students across all professional fields 

and academic disciplines. We look forward 

to welcoming him back." 

After being sworn in as attorney gen¬ 

eral in Lebruary, Holder became the sec¬ 

ond consecutive College graduate to serve 

in that cabinet post, succeeding Michael 

Mukasey '63. Holder was a Columbia Uni¬ 

versity trustee from March 2007 until his 

confirmation. 

"Eric Holder has stayed closely con¬ 

nected to the College and to his class¬ 

mates while building an outstanding ca¬ 

reer serving the public good," said Dean 

Austin Quigley. "He is a fine example to 

all of our students, and his remarks at the 

2009 Class Day will make the occasion 

especially memorable for our graduating 

seniors and their families." 

After his graduation from the Col¬ 

lege and Law School, Holder joined the 

Department of Justice's newly-formed 

Public Integrity Section, where he investi¬ 

gated and prosecuted corruption involv¬ 

ing officials in local, state and federal 

government. In 1988, President Reagan 

appointed Holder to serve as an associate 

judge of the Superior Court of the District 

of Columbia, where he presided over 

2007-2008 Annual Report 
Corrections 

The following were accidentally omitted 
from the Columbia College Fund 56th 
Annual Report 2007-2008. 

Leadership Gifts and Pledges 
$50,000-$99,999 

Richard A. Rapaport '69 

In Memory of Rudy Milkey '58 
Anonymous classmate 

The Columbia College Fund apologizes for 

these oversights. 

hundreds of criminal and civil trials dur¬ 

ing his five years on the bench. 

In 1993, President Clinton appointed 

Holder to serve as the United States At¬ 

torney for the District of Columbia. In 

1997, Clinton appointed Holder to serve 

as deputy attorney general of the United 

States, a position that he held until the 

end of the Clinton administration. 

Holder has earned a reputation as a 

staunch champion of civil rights. U.S. Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. '73, '76L 

etworking 101. 
MEET. ASK. LEARN. CONNECT. LEVERAGE YOUR NETWORK 

AT THE COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY CLUB OF NEW YORK. 

See how the club could fit into your life. 

For more information or to apply, 

visit www.columbiaclub.org 

or call (212)719-0380. 

The Columbia University Club of New York 
15 West 43 St. New York, NY 10036 

Columbia's SociallntellectualCultural 
RecreationalProfessional Resource in Midtown. 
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Dean Austin E. Quigley was feted on April 2 at the final meeting of 
the year of the Columbia College Alumni Association, and CCAA 
President Geoffrey J. Colvin 74 presented Quigley with a procla¬ 
mation making him a lifetime CCAA member. Several past presi¬ 
dents turned out to celebrate Quigley on the occasion of his last 
CCAA meeting as Dean of the College. Joining Quigley (third from 
left) and Colvin (far right) are past presidents (from left) Phillip Satow 
'63, Carlos Munoz '57, Gerald Sherwin '55 and Robert Berne '60. 

PHOTO:ETHAN ROUEN 04J 

CAMPUS NEWS 

1! TRUSTEE: Jonathan Schiller 
'69, '73L, an attorney and John 
Jay Award recipient, was elected 
a trustee of the University, filling 
the seat vacated last summer by 
Patricia Cloherty. 

Schiller, who specializes in com¬ 
plex litigation and arbitration at the 
firm he co-founded, Boies, Schiller 
& Flexner, is considered one of the 
premier international arbitration at¬ 
torneys. He also is a member of the 
Dean's Council at the Law School. 

Schiller played on the 1967-68 Ivy 
League championship basketball 
team, which was inducted into the 
Columbia University Athletics Hall 
of Fame in 2006. He is the father of 
three Columbia graduates, Aaron 
'06, Joshua 'OIL and Zachary '01. 

Schiller joins nine College alumni 
who sit on the 24-member Board 
of Trustees: Jose Cabranes '61, Bill 
Campbell '62, '64 TC, Stephen Case 
'64, '68L, Mark Kingdon '71, Dr. Paul 
Maddon '81, '88 P&S, '88 GSAS, 
Philip Milstein '71, Michael Rothfeld 
'69, '71 Business, '71J, Kyriakos Tsa- 
kopoulos '93 and Richard Witten '75. 

■ APPLICATIONS: A record total 
of 21,274 students applied for places 
in the College Class of 2013 as of 

March 31, an 11 percent increase 
over a year ago. Even though the 
plan is to increase the incoming 
first-year class by 50 students, the 
College's acceptance rate was 8.92 
percent, among the lowest in the 
nation. SEAS received 4,154 applica¬ 
tions, up 20 percent, and had a 14.42 
percent acceptance rate. Combined, 
the College and SEAS received a 
total of 25,428 applications and had 
a 9.82 percent acceptance rate. 

■ WE'RE NO. 3: Columbia climbed 
to third place in the Princeton Review? s 
annual list of most desirable city 
schools among college applicants 
nationwide, if cost and acceptance 
were not factors. Stanford leap¬ 
frogged past Harvard to claim the top 
spot in the survey, based on feedback 
from nearly 13,000 college appli¬ 
cants. Columbia was followed by 
Princeton and NYU in the top five. 

■ GOLDWATER: Three College 
students were awarded Goldwater 
Scholarships, the most prestigious 
prizes for undergraduates planning 
to pursue Ph.D.s in science and math. 

Alex Perry '11 of Drexel Hill, 
Pa., will receive $15,000 over two 
years. Noam Prywes TO of Teaneck, 

N.J., and Arianne Richard TO of 
Pepperell, Mass., will receive $7,500 
each as juniors. 

Perry, a Rabi Scholar, is studying 
mathematics. Prywes is a chemis¬ 
try major, and Richard is majoring 
in biochemistry. 

All three were recognized 
not just for their undergraduate 
achievements but also for their 
potential to make significant contri¬ 
butions to their fields in the future. 

This is the first time since 2003 
that Columbia has had three Gold- 
water winners, but College students 
have been racking up the scholar¬ 
ships this year. 

To read about this year's Gates 
and Marshall Scholarship winners, 
go to www.college.columbia.edu/ 
cct / mar_apr09/ around_the_quads3. 
For our Rhodes Scholar, click http: / / 
www.college.columbia.edu / cct / 
jan_feb09/ around_the_quadsl. 

w ^ 1 

Alumni Reunion Weekend 

Come celebrate Alumni Reunion 
Weekend 2009 — the reunion 
that nobody should miss! 

* Class-specific events planned by each class’ 
reunion committee 

* “Back on Campus” sessions featuring Public 
Intellectual Lectures, Core Curriculum mini-courses, 
Engineering lectures, tours of the Momingside campus 
and its libraries and more 

* New York City options including the Chelsea Art Gallery 
Crawl, Broadway shows and other cultural activities 

# The Young Alumni Rock ’n’ Roll Casino for the Classes 
ol 1999-2009 at The Fillmore New York at Irving Plaza 

* The all-class Wine Tasting and Starlight Reception 
with dancing on Low Plaza 

* Camp Columbia for little Columbians, ages 3-12 

For more information or to REGISTER TODAY, 
please visit http://reunion.college.columbia.edu. 

Thursday June 4 - Sunday 7, 2009 
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1974 

1979 

1984 

1989 

1994 

1999 

2004 



COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 
AROUND THE QUADS 

Elizabeth Povinelli is a pro¬ 

fessor of anthropology and 

gender studies. She is the 

author of three books, in¬ 

cluding The Empire of Love: 
Toward a Theory of Intimacy, 
Genealogy, and Carnality. Her 

research focuses on develop¬ 

ing a critical theory of social 

belonging and abandonment 

in late liberalism. Povinelli 

earned her B.A. from St. 

John's College in Santa Fe, 

N.M., and her Ph.D. from Yale. 

Where were you born? 

Buffalo, N.Y., but I grew up in 

Shreveport, La., in a swamp 

that slowly turned into a 

middle-class suburb. 

How did you become 

an anthropologist? 

The Watson Foundation of¬ 

fered fellowships through 

St. John's College, where I 

went to school. The founda¬ 

tion is committed to sending 

promising post-baccalaureate 

students overseas. I had been 

watching Australian films at 

the local theater in Santa Fe at 

the time so I wrote a project 

proposing to study how Ab¬ 

original women's political sta¬ 

tus in their communities was 

changing as their economic 

condition changed. Honestly, 

I had no real idea what I was 

talking about. But I received 

the fellowship, went to the 

Northern Territory and ended 

up living in a small indigenous 

community that was involved 

in what would be the longest 

running and most contested 

land claim in Australia. By 

law, indigenous people who 

are suing for the return of their 

land have to be represented 

by a lawyer and an anthro¬ 

pologist. I didn't want to be 

a lawyer, so a group of older 

people there said, 'What about 

anthropologist?' I said, 'I don't 

know what that is.' I went to 

graduate school in anthropol¬ 

ogy at Yale in order to go back 

to Australia to help with the 

land claim. 

What are you working on 

now? 

A digital archive project with 

indigenous friends in Australia. 

We are trying to use new media 

technologies to embed tradi¬ 

tional, historical and contem¬ 

porary knowledge back into 

the landscape from which it 

came. In particular, we are do¬ 

ing preliminary work on what 

we're calling "the cell phone 

project," which uses camera 

phones, barcodes and the Inter¬ 

net to record and reinforce local 

protocols about land use and 

knowledge acquisition. 

Oops. Two years later, the in¬ 

stitute, the Department of An¬ 

thropology and the Law School 

were extraordinarily generous 

to cobble together another posi¬ 

tion, which I accepted in 2005. 

What are you teaching this 

semester? 

"Interpretation of Culture" in 

the Department of Anthropol¬ 

ogy, which is one of our intro¬ 

ductory courses to the major. 

What is the accomplishment 

you are most proud of? 

Helping indigenous friends 

win a land claim in Anson Bay. 

Five Minutes with ... Elizabeth Povinelli 

How did you come to Col¬ 

umbia? 

I was offered a joint position 

in The Institute for Research 

on Women and Gender and 

the Department of Anthropol¬ 

ogy at Columbia two years 

before I actually came. I loved 

New York, and the faculty in 

these programs are stellar. 

But I found in the process of 

applying that there were schol¬ 

arly projects that I 

hadn't finished 

at the Univer¬ 

sity of Chi¬ 

cago, where 

I was teach¬ 

ing at the 

time. Right 

after I turned 

down the job 

at Columbia, I 

met my partner, 

who lives in New 

York and is very 

much a New 

Yorker. 

What did you want to be 

when you grew up? 

I have always had trouble 

with this kind of question. 

I wanted to stay alive, by 

which I mean I wanted 

to stay interested in the 

world and interested in the 

life I was actually living. I 

like anthropology because 

I'm still alive in it, maybe 

because it incorporates so 

many facets of living 

in its methodology. 

When I was young, 

I liked to paint, I 

liked to lay bricks, 

I liked running. 

And I still do these 

♦ • \) things, though I 

I | swim rather than 

) f run now. 

Are you married? 

: is illegal for gay 

people to get mar¬ 

ried in New York. 

The whole 

question seems to me a very 

interesting one to ask. Why 

this question? If not this 

question, what other ques¬ 

tions would we ask — or, 

what is the question behind 

this question? I think we're 

really asking, "What worlds 

do you consider yourself ob¬ 

ligated to?" I have a partner, 

Stacey D'Erasmo, who is a 

fiction writer and teaches in 

the School of the Arts. We've 

been together nine years. 

So it would be easy for me 

to say, yes. I'm married, but 

not by law, blah, blah, blah. 

But I think the question 

is strangely missing the 

point. 

Where do you live? 

Upper Chelsea — the fur 

district. 

What's your favorite spot in 

New York? 

The Hudson Piers. 

What's something your 

students would never guess 

about you? 

I'm just the most boring per¬ 

son in the world. I get up, I 

work, I go home and watch 

an hour of TV. Though I've 

also eaten a cat (just one). 

How do you recharge? 

I do not have a problem with 

energy. I have too much, not 

too little, so I swim to chill out. 

If you could be anywhere in 

the world right now, where 

would you be? 

Other than in my lovely 

home here in New York, I 

would be with my family in 

Australia. 

What's the last great book 

you read? 

Blindness by Jose Saramago. 

Interview and photo: 

Ethan Rouen '04J 

To see video of this interview 

and watch Povinelli in a Bright 

Eyes music video, go to www. 

college.columbia.edu/cct. 
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Alumni Center Open to All University Graduates 
University alumni looking 

for a place to meet, relax 

or work near campus now 

have a home away from home. 

The Columbia Alumni Center 

at 622 W. 113th St., between Broad¬ 

way and Riverside Drive, has 

opened its doors to graduates of 

all schools of the University. Open 

from 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday to 

Thursday and 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. on 

Friday, it offers a library, a lounge 

and an office with work stations 

for those needing to check in with 

the home office. 

The library has an extensive 

collection of College yearbooks, in 

addition to books about Columbia 

and by Columbia authors. It also 

will have rotating exhibits about 

Columbia history. With the help 

of archive librarians from Butler 

Library, the Alumni Center will 

showcase historical memorabilia 

coinciding with current exhibits in 

the school's main library. 

Currently on display is a col¬ 

lection of Jester covers from the 

1930s, on loan from Paul Nesh- 

amkin '63, whose father, Oliver 

Neshamkin '35, '37 GSAS, worked 

for the magazine. 

Alumni looking for a quiet place 

to get some work done will be able 

to use computers with Internet 

access, phones and fax machines in 

the Alumni Center's office, which 

is reserved exclusively for Colum¬ 

bia graduates. 

Next time you're near campus, 

drop in and visit, and stay tuned 

for news about the formal ribbon¬ 

cutting ceremony. 

Ethan Rouen '04J 

The Core Blog: Join the Discussion The Core Blog is up and 
making its way through 
sections of the Litera¬ 

ture Humaities syllabus. 
The blog is designed for alumni, 

parents and anyone interested in 
reading some of the great works 
of Western civilization without 
having to worry about grades and 
rushing across campus to make a 
9 a.m. class. 

Those interested in joining the 
conversation should visit www. 

college.columbia.edu/cct/core 
blog. Readers are strongly en¬ 
couraged to share their thoughts 

in the comments section and 
write original essays to be posted 
on the site. 

So far, there is material up 
about The Odyssey. New con¬ 
tent about Oedipus the King 
is posted frequently, and the 
blog will start discussing Plato's 
Symposium soon. Also included 
on the blog syllabus are King 
Lear and Pride and Prejudice. 

Visit the site, read along, and 
share your knowledge of the 
books and remembrances of 
reading them the first time. 

Ethan Rouen '04J 

SAVE THE DATE! 
SPRING SEMESTER 2009 

Monday Monday Friday 
MAY MAY MAY 

4 11 15 
Last Day of Classes Cafe Science Spring Term Ends 

Sunday Monday Monday 
MAY MAY MAY 

17 18 18 
Baccalaureate Service Academic Awards & Cafe Humanities 

Prizes Ceremony 

Tuesday Wednesday Monday 
MAY MAY JUNE 

19 20 1 
Class Day and 

Parade of Classes 
Commencement Cafe Arts 

Thursday-Sunday Saturday Monday Monday 
JUNE JUNE JUNE JUNE 

4-7 6 8 15 
Alumni Reunion Dean’s Day Cafe Science Cafe 

Weekend Humanities 

For more information, please call the Columbia College Office of Alumni Affairs 

and Development, 866-CC-ALUMNI, or visit the College's alumni events Web site: 

www.college.columbia.edu/alumni/events and the university alumni events 

web site: http://alumni.columbia.edu/attend/eventscalendar.aspx. 

Celebrating 25 Years of Coeducation 

President Emeritus Michael Sovern '53, '55L, who was in office 
when the College became coeducational in 1983, speaks about 
the process during the March 31 celebration at the President's 
House. President Lee C. Bollinger (far right) looks on. 

PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 

President Lee C. Bollinger and Dean Austin Quigley hosted 
a reception at the President's House on March 31 to cel¬ 
ebrate 25 years of coeducation at the College. 

Several administrators and faculty who were instrumental in 
making the College coeducational attended, including President 
Emeritus and the Kent Professor of Law Michael Sovern '53, '55L; 
Professor of Biological Sciences and former Dean of the College 
Robert Pollack '61; the Roberta and William Campbell Professor in 
the Teaching of Literature Humanities and former Associate Dean 
of the College Michael Rosenthal; and former Dean of Students 
Roger Lehecka'67. 

Sovern remarked that by the early 1980s, "The consensus 
was that the absence of women had diminished the quality of 
life at Columbia," and was hurting the school competitively. He 
added, "l remember as a student hating the absence of women 
(we called them 'girls' then)." He explained that the decision to 
go coed came so late in Columbia's history because of long ne¬ 
gotiations with, and concern about the fate of, Barnard College. 

Lisa Landau Carnoy '89, vice-chair of the College Board of 
Visitors, spoke about her experiences as one of the early female 
students. "My recollection of Columbia was that there were 
women everywhere," she said. "We didn't feel isolated or differ¬ 
ent or separate." 

Statistics support her recollection. The Class of 1987, the first 
incoming class to include women, was 44 percent female, and that 
percentage has hovered around the 50 percent mark ever since. 

Shira Boss-Bicak '93, '97J, '98 SIPA 
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ALUMNI IN THE NEWS 

John solecki '82 (right) is greeted 
by his brother, Bill, after being re¬ 
leased by kidnappers in Pakistan. 

PHOTO. UNITED NATIONS HIGH 
COMMISSION FOR REFUGEES 

■ After a harrowing two-month 

imprisonment following his kid¬ 

napping in Pakistan, John Solecki 
'82, '87 SIPA is safe and back with 

his family. 

Solecki, who works for the United 

Nations High Commission for Refu¬ 

gees, was abducted on February 2 

by an obscure group of terrorists that 

killed his driver during the ambush. 

A restaurant owner found Solecki 

along a highway near the Afghan 

border on April 4. His hands and 

feet were bound. 

According to the Associated Press, 

the group, the Baluchistan Liberation 

United Front, released a video during 

the ordeal threatening to kill Solecki if 

hundreds of people held by Pakistani 

security weren't released. It was not 

rlpar why the group released Solecki 

when they did. 

He was examined at military 

hospitals, and then flown back to 

New Jersey, where his family lives 

and he grew up. 

■ Julius Genachowski '85, a tech¬ 

nology expert who was former 

legal counsel to ex-FCC chairman 

Reed Hundt, has been selected by 

President Barack Obama '83 to head 

that agency. Genachowski played a 

key role in the President's transition 

team and has clerked for Supreme 

Court Justice David Souter and re¬ 

tired Supreme Court Justice William 

Brennan. He also spent eight years 

in senior executive positions at Bar¬ 

ry Diller's IAC/InterActiveCorp. To 

read more about Genachowksi, go 

to www.college.columbia.edu/ cct/ 

jan_feb09 / around_the_quads9. 

■ Professor Richard Howard '51 
revisits his Cleveland childhood in 

his latest collection of poems. With¬ 
out Saying. A profile of Howard, a 

professor in the School of the Arts, 

in The Jewish Daily Forward delves 

into his life growing up during the 

depression as the adopted son of 

a successful family as well as his 

time at the College. "Jewish Ameri¬ 
can Literature: A Norton Anthology 
assigns Howard to a generation of 

gifted students of Lionel Trilling 

['25] at Columbia University," 

according to the article. Howard 

gave a reading at the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art on February 8 to 

introduce the new Pierre Bonnard 

exhibit. Bonnard/Matisse: Letters 
Between Friends is one of the hun¬ 

dreds of books he has translated 

into English. He also has written 17 

books of poetry, including Untitled 
Subjects, for which he won the Pu¬ 

litzer Prize in 1969. 

■ Andres Alonso '79 has his hands 

full trying to rescue Baltimore's 

dysfunctional schools. Hired in 2007 

as the schools' CEO, he is charged 

with improving a system that sees 

only half its students graduate from 

high school. A lengthy Baltimore Sun 
article about Alonso says the school 

board gave the hard-working 

executive "power unprecedented 

in recent history to run the system 

as he sees fit, a condition he insisted 

upon before agreeing to leave New 

York City, where he was deputy 

schools chancellor." Alonso has 

said he should be fired if students' 

performance doesn't improve. 

When the Governor of Maryland 

proposed cuts to school funding, 

Alonso publicly railed against him, 

even though the governor appoints 

the board that hires the CEO. His 

mettle seems to be paying off so far. 

Since Alonso started his job, test 

scores, graduation rates and enroll¬ 

ment are up for the first time in 40 

years, the Sun reports. 

■ Oregon State Rep. David Hunt 
'90 was elected Speaker of the 

House in January at the beginning 

of his fourth term in the House of 

Representatives. Hunt has spent 

most of his adult life in Oregon 

politics, working for a decade 

as a congressional staffer before 

being elected to office. In 2006, his 

Democratic colleagues elected him 

Majority Leader. He also is the 

executive director of the Columbia 

River Channel Coalition and the 

Association of Pacific Ports, and 

was the youngest-ever president of 

the 1.5-million-member American 

Baptist Churches USA. 

■ Jonah Lehrer '03 made a stop on 

campus to talk about his new book. 

How We Decide. The Rhodes Scholar 

discussed his book, about how the 

brain often makes decisions based 

on factors that have nothing to do 

with logic, with Professor Stuart 

Firestein in the Butler Library lounge 

on February 5. Lehrer has appeared 

on The Colbert Report and published 

an excerpt of the book in The New 
Yorker. Lehrer, an editor-at-large for 

Seed Magazine, has written for many 

major publications. This is his second 

book iter Proust Was a Neuroscientist. 
To read an excerpt from Proust, go to 

www.college.columbia.edu/ cct_ 

archive / mar_apr08 / forum.php. 

■ Tze-Ngo Chun '02 was named 

one of 25 young filmmakers to 

watch by Filmmaker Magazine. 
Chun's movie. Children of Invention, 
was an official selection of the 2009 

Sundance Film Festival and has 

received rave reviews. The heart¬ 

breaking film, which he wrote and 

directed, follows two children in 

Boston who have to fend for them¬ 

selves when their mother is arrested 

for unknowingly taking part in a 

pyramid scheme. "The world of the 

film is full of desperate Americans 

trying to achieve some shortcut to 

the American dream," Chun says 

of the movie, which was inspired 

by his own experiences. "That!s the 

world I grew up in, and it's a world 

I think about a lot." 

The film was submitted to Sun¬ 

dance three months after filming 

began and was shown at several 

festivals across the country during 

the spring. 

Ethan Rouen '04J 

ADVERTISE 
HERE! 

Connect with all 

Columbia College alumni. 

Reach an audience of 

prominent, affluent, 

well-educated readers 

who are leaders in their 

fields — attorneys, 

physicians, politicians, 

scientists ... yes, even a 

President. 

Significant savings 

opportunity. Call today to 

find out more. 

Contact Taren Cowan 

at 212-851-7967 or 

tc2306@columbia.edu. 

Have you Moved? 
To ensure that you receive 

CCT and other College 
information, let us know if 
you have a new postal or 

e-mail address, new phone 
number or even a new name. 

Send an e-mail to 
cct@columbia.edu or 

call CCT at 212-851-7852. 

Smart is Sexy! 
Date Smart, Party Smart 

JOIN THE INTRODUCTION NETWORK 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR GRADUATES, FACULTY 

AND STUDENTS OF THE IVY LEAGUE, MIT, 

STANFORD, AND A FEW OTHERS 

800-98 8- 5288 
WWW.RIGHTSTUFFDATING.COM 
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Five Alumni 
Honored at 
John Jay Awards 
Dinner 
PHOTOS: EILEEN BARROSO A festive crowd of more than 

350 alumni, students, faculty, 

family and friends packed 

Low Rotunda on March 10 

for the 2009 John Jay Awards 

Dinner. The five honorees were actress 

Maggie Gyllenhaal '99, NAACP president 

Benjamin Jealous '94, Progenies CEO and 

CSO Dr. Paul Maddon '81, mortgage 

executive Thomas Francis Marano '83 

and sculptor Gregory Wyatt '71. 

The black-tie dinner, an annual 

tradition, supports the John Jay 

Scholars Program, which honors 

the most outstanding first-year 

College students. John Jay Schol¬ 

ars benefit from the program by 

being offered the opportunity to 

participate in special programs such 

as panels, discussions and outings, 

all designed to promote intellectual 

growth, leadership development 

and global awareness. 

John Jay Scholar Samantha Elghanayan 

'09 addressed the attendees, prior to 

introducing Dean Austin Quigley. She 

noted how the program helps participants 

focus on "the importance of knowing 

yourself and knowing what drives you ... 

the program provides the tools to answer 

the question 'Who am I?' " 

Quigley, attending the last John Jay 

Dinner of his 14-year tenure as Dean of 

the College, highlighted the achievements 

of each honoree, noting how their varied 

careers each drew on the liberal arts edu¬ 

cation they received at the College. "We 

give a special kind of education here at 

Columbia," he said with pride. "We're 

educating our students about the funda¬ 

mental questions facing humanity today." 

John Jay Scholar 
Samantha 
Elghanayan '09 
addressed the 
attendees. 

Honoree Maggie 
Gyllenhaal '99 
with Dean Austin 
Quigley, whose 
class she attended 
in her first year at 
the College. 
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2009 JOHN JAY AWARDS DINNER 

From top: Honoree 
Benjamin Jealous '94 
(right) with his men¬ 
tor, civil rights attor¬ 
ney and former Dean 
of the College Jack 
Greenberg '45, '48L. 
"[He] is why I came 
to Columbia," Jealous 
says. "I literally came 
looking for Jack;" 
student and young 
alumni attendees 
(left to right) Nirvikar 
Jassal '10, Samantha 
Feingold '07, Natha- 
nia Nisonson '03 and 
Kristin Kramer '09 
enjoyed cocktails in 
the Faculty Room; 
University Trustees 
(left to right) Philip 
Milstein '71 and Rich¬ 
ard Witten '75 with 
Milstein's wife, Cheryl 
'81 Barnard and Presi¬ 
dent Lee C. Bollinger; 
and the honorees 
with their award cita¬ 
tions and with the 
John Jay Scholars 
who introduced them 
(left to right), Jacob 
Weaver '09 with Jeal¬ 
ous, Alish Erman '09 
with Gyllenhaal, Chel¬ 
sea Ward '09 with 
Gregory Wyatt '71, 
Clifford Shin '09 with 
Dr. Paul Maddon '81 
and Kim Davidson '09 
with Thomas Francis 
Marano '83. 

i 

L 

KOI 



COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY 

Robert G. O’Meally approached the altar of academe as a literary scholar, 
but music was his mistress all along. Out of this duality, he founded Columbia’s 

internationally renowned Center for Jazz Studies, now in its 10th year. 

By Jamie Katz '72 

 obert G. O'Meally's office in 
Philosophy Hall is tall, slim and elegant, like the man himself. Actu¬ 

ally, the man is a good deal more elegant than his book-lined sliver of 

an office. He carries himself with an athlete's grace and dresses with 

flair, favoring well-tailored jackets and smart-looking snap-brim 

hats. The style is vintage jazz: a splash of Miles, a twist of Monk. 

More than one student has pronounced the O'Meally look "cool." 

In conversation, O'Meally, 60, listens intently and answers in 

a gentle voice that nearly succeeds in masking his passion for 

ideas. Columbia College students in his popular upper-level 

course, "Jazz in American Culture," sense that they're permitted 

to go out on a limb without fear of him revving up the chainsaw. 

"As much as I love the graduate students who take the class," 

O'Meally says, "they're preparing to write journal entries or go 

on the job market, and they need to be on the cutting edge. But 

ironically, it's the undergraduates, who don't know where that 

edge is, who might throw it out even further." They returned the 

compliment in 2003 when they presented O'Meally with the Col¬ 

lege's annual Mark Van Doren Award for teaching, adding his 

name to an honor roll that includes Moses Hadas, James P. Shen- 

ton '49, Sidney Morgenbesser and Kathy Eden. 

0'MeallymigratedfromtheBamardfacultytoColumbiainl993, 

when he was named the Zora Neale Hurston Professor of English 

and Comparative Literature. An authority on Ralph Ellison and 

African-American literature, he has the kind of C.V. one would 

expect from a senior professor, with a long list of fellowships, 

board memberships and publications. Among his works is the 

highly regarded biography. Lady Day: The Many Faces of Billie Holi¬ 

day (1991); the film version won an Ace Award in 1993 for best 

television documentary, the cable TV equivalent of an Emmy. 

O'Meally has co-edited The Norton Anthology of African American 

Literature, written critical introductions to works of Mark Twain, 

Herman Melville and Frederick Douglass, and regularly taught 

Lit Hum and a seminar in American humor that includes some 

consideration of Betty Boop. He is on sabbatical this semester, 

working on a book about American artist Romare Bearden. 

As a graduate student at Harvard in the early '70s, though, 

O'Meally flirted with a different career possibility, hiking over to 

Boston's Roxbury section to play tenor sax in a community school 

band led by famed pianist and educator Jaki Byard. Trying to mas¬ 

ter a jazz standard such as Neal Hefti's "L'il Darlin' " — and then 

hearing Byard's brilliant improvisations on the same material — 

offered O'Meally a vivid lesson. "There's a big difference between a 

top professional musician and a Sunday player or even a responsible 

journeyman," he says today, more in admiration than sorrow. 

Still, it would seem that in O'Meally's heart of hearts — as Elli¬ 

son once wrote of himself—he remains a musician, or more spe¬ 

cifically, a jazzman. The essence of his scholarly accomplishment 

is to have considered the rich materials of jazz culture — not just 

the music, but its sources and implications, its accusations and 

celebrations, its influence on modem poets, writers and painters, 

filmmakers and choreographers, popular speech and dance, ges¬ 

ture and attitude — and to have created a fluid, original (some 

would even say swinging) scholarly conversation that explores 

those meanings and connections. 
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The official home of that conversation is Columbia's Center 

for Jazz Studies, which O'Meally founded in 1999 and led 

until 2007. Though it occupies a space in Prentis Hall on 

West 125th Street, with staff members and archives and other insti¬ 

tutional necessities, the center draws its vigor from a community 

of kindred spirits scattered across several academic departments 

and divisions, and from affiliated scholars worldwide. Their stated 

mission is threefold: to promote innovative research, encourage ex¬ 

cellent teaching and present public events. In recent years, jazz has 

entered the Core Curriculum as a segment of the required Music 

Humanities course, and students can now elect a special concen¬ 

tration in jazz studies (though not a full-blown major). There is a 

flourishing program in jazz performance, an extensive collection 

of digital resources called Jazz Studies Online (www.columbia. 

edu/ cu/qs/ research/jazz-studies-online.html), a Louis Armstrong 

Visiting Professorship and a concert series called the Columbia/ 

Harlem Jazz Project, among other ventures. 

O'Meally believes that jazz culture offers much to contemplate 

across the usual boundaries — even in the corporate world, to 

choose one example. "Business schools typically hold up the sym¬ 

phonic conductor as an important model for someone running 

a business: cueing, keeping time, building toward climaxes and 

endings," he has written. "What could a jazz orchestra, typically 

without a conductor standing in front of the band, tell a business 

student about how to swing together, to improvise without los¬ 

ing the time or the sense of ensemble?" 

Though Columbia is a leader in the field, it is not alone. "Jazz 

has proliferated in the academy to an astonishing degree, to some¬ 

body who's been around as long as I have," observes noted jazz 

historian Dan Morgenstem, director of the Rutgers Institute of 

Jazz Studies in Newark, N.J. "I can remember very clearly when 

you could read everything important that had been written about 

jazz in a week or two, easily. Maybe less, if you were a fast reader. 

Now we have oceans and oceans of stuff." There are journals and 

conferences, major jazz archives (at Rutgers and Tulane, in par¬ 

ticular) and indispensable texts — among them The Jazz Cadence 

of American Culture, a 1999 anthology edited by O'Meally; it won 

ASCAP's coveted Deems Taylor Award. 

Jazz studies has evolved beyond the usual sort of historical sur¬ 

veys or music appreciation courses. "They were not critical the way 

the new jazz studies is, where the study of jazz is inflected by the 

same spirit of skepticism and inquiry that has characterized literary 

studies, film studies, art history and women's studies since the 70s," 

explains Krin Gabbard, who chairs the department of cultural and 

literary studies at Stony Brook University and has written extensive¬ 

ly on jazz and film. "If we can generalize about critical jazz studies, 

I guess the one word I would have to use is problematize," says Gab¬ 

bard. "That's what we do. We problematize the easy critical judg¬ 

ments, the easy distinctions among genres. We problematize what 

has been believed about musicians by a lot of people who are true 

believers and are not, shall we say, as skeptical as they could be." 

Not everyone is bowled over by the new jazz studies. One re¬ 

sister is Stanley Crouch, the famously contrarian author, critic and 

co-founder of Jazz at Lincoln Center, who was the Louis Arm¬ 

strong Visiting Professor at Columbia in 2003-04. Crouch admires 

O'Meally and several others affiliated with the center, but is con¬ 

cerned about jazz scholarship waxing too theoretical ("That's so 

many bags of hot air," Crouch says), or being overly driven by the 

imperatives of academic career-building and what he sees as tired, 

politicized intellectual fashions such as post-colonial studies. "A lot 

of the time," Crouch says, "I feel like I'm listening to people try to 

frame an aesthetic retort to Cedi Rhodes, who was hie guy who 

started Rhodesia. And I'm thinking, wait a minute, what does this 

have to do with jazz?" Still, he says, "I think there's a place for all of 

these different perspectives, it7 s just that people need to know what 

they're actually talking about. I'd like to see more focus on actual 

problems and facts about the music itself." 

O'Meally smiles when asked about possible friction between 

different approaches to jazz studies. "That's been the challenge 

here, to get a conversation going between, and among, these 

various camps. And I have to say there's been remarkably little 

tension within our group, partially just through the generosity of 
spirit that's all around." 

O'Meally stepped down as director of the Center for Jazz 

Studies in 2007 to give himself more time for scholarship, 

teaching and family. "I also felt that in order for the center 

to grow, it needed another conception of what the music consists 

of and what its importance is to the world," he says. 

His successor is George E. Lewis, the Edwin H. Case Professor 

of American Music, who teaches composition, computer interac¬ 

tivity and historical musicology. A noted trombonist and composer 

(and MacArthur "genius" grant winner), Lewis has performed 

worldwide with artists as varied as Count Basie, Anthony Braxton 

and Laurie Anderson, and has been a member of the avant-garde 

Association for the Advancement of Creative Musicians since 1971, 

when he was a teenager in Chicago; in 2008, Lewis published a 

scholarly study of the group. Power Stronger Than Itself: The AACM 

and American Experimental Music. A one-time philosophy major at 

Yale, he is the kind of professor prone to challenge the premise of 

almost any question — from "How are you?" to "What is jazz?" — 

and he often punctuates his thoughts with great, hornlike flights of 

laughter. Lewis wants to expand the center's digital presence and 

international reach, recently inviting scholars from Germany and 

South Africa to be visiting professors. "There is significant long¬ 

term work being done in France, Germany, Italy, Scandinavia, 

Japan," he says. "There aren't many intellectuals, especially out¬ 

side of the United States, who don't know about jazz, who don't 

find that they have to reckon with it." 

O'Meally deserves tremendous credit for what he has done — 

and continues to do — at Columbia, Lewis believes. "Somehow 

he has taken jazz and made it an avatar in the scholarly world 

the way it was in the musical world — that is to say, of jazz be¬ 

ing a symbol of freedom, being a symbol of innovation, being a 

model of dialogue, a model for ethical action. This is what jazz 

has meant to people around the world, and why musicians have 

felt that it was a very high calling." 

Performing the music is just one of many options for Colum¬ 

bia students who dive into jazz studies. "Compared to a lot of 

institutions around the country, we sort of flip the script," Lewis 

says. "Our focus is largely historical, critical, cultural, academic 

— humanities and some social science — whereas most of them 

focus on turning out wonderful players and have a certain, small 

history component. To be honest, it's the Ivy League consensus 
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“There aren’tmany inteHeetuals. especially 
United States, who don'lknow about jazz.” 

on music performance: You can't major in it, 

you can't get a degree in it. But you can do it." 

In fact, there are now 14 student jazz ensem¬ 

bles of varying skill levels in Columbia's Louis 

Armstrong Music Performance Program, study¬ 

ing with top-notch New York artists such as 

Steve Wilson and Don Sickler. "Very few of them 

are music majors," says Associate Professor of 

Music Christopher Washbume, who directs the 

program, "but the best are at such a high level 

that they are playing professionally in town." 

Sam Reider '11, a pianist from San Francisco, al¬ 

ready has recorded an album and was featured 

on Marian McPartland's NPR broadcast, Piano 

Jazz, in December. He's an English major. 

Washbume himself is an accomplished trom¬ 

bonist who has recorded and performed with 

Tito Puente, Bjork, Ruben Blades and the Man¬ 

hattan Chamber Orchestra, among many others. He also has a Ph.D. 

in musicology ('99 GSAS) and numerous academic publications to 

his credit, most recently Sounding Salsa: Performing Latin Music in 

New York City. "I don't view performance and scholarship as sepa¬ 

rate activities," Washbume says. "One enhances the other. The best 

musicians, to my mind" — he cites Wynton Marsalis and John Zom 

as examples — "are the ones who are not only emotionally engaged 

with the music, but intellectually engaged as well." 

T azz-oriented students have flocked to the College in recent 

I years, reports Peter V. Johnson, Columbia's savvy, popular di- 

/ rector of undergraduate admissions. New York City is an ob¬ 

vious lure, but sophisticated recruiting plays a part, too. "For the 

past eight years," Johnson says, "we've been meeting regularly 

with faculty from various departments — math, physics, foreign 

languages — especially the departments that have a tendency to 

be underrepresented in the student body. It's really a form of tar¬ 

geted training for the admissions officers, and we've had people 

from the Center for Jazz Studies come to speak to the staff, too." 

Through the years, the College's alumni ranks have included 

such stellar jazz names as composer-bandleader Eddie Sauter '36; 

discographer and translator Walter E. Schaap '37; critics Ralph J. 

Gleason '38 and Barry Ulanov '39; record producer Orrin Keepnews 

'43; pianists Dick Hyman '48, Marc Copland '70, Armen Donelian 

'72 and Peter Cincotti '05; bassist Cameron Browne '69; and saxo¬ 

phonist Sam Morrison '73, among others. Then of course there is that 

jazz bastion, WKCR radio, where the incomparable Phil Schaap '73, 

an eight-time Grammy winner (and subject of a recent New Yorker 

profile), is in his 40th year at the microphone. 

It was a long time before jazz was accorded any official recogni¬ 

tion at Columbia, however. In the early '90s, an informal constella¬ 

tion of scholars with jazz interests began to coalesce — among them 

O'Meally and Ann Douglas in English, Margo Jefferson '71J in the 

Writing Division and the late Mark Tucker, a Beethoven and Elling¬ 

ton scholar who also was an excellent jazz pianist. In 1995, O'Meally 

convened the first meeting of tire Jazz Study Group, a workshop 

that gathered academics, journalists, writers and artists and attracted 

Ford Foundation funding. Out of this group, eventually, came the 

Center for Jazz Studies. "O'Meally's initiatives were visionary. With¬ 

out a doubt it was the first time that Columbia 

seemed to be approaching jazz as seriously as it 

approached the other components of American 

culture," says Loren Schoenberg, the noted saxo¬ 

phonist, bandleader, jazz scholar and executive 

director of the Jazz Museum in Harlem. "Bob 

also has kept his inner jazz fan alive. One of the 

unusual things about him is that musicians feel 

free and relaxed around him." 

Since the center was established in 1999, there 

have been significant faculty appointments — 

Lewis, Washbume and John Szwed in the music 

department; Robin D.G. Kelley, a cultural his¬ 

torian (since departed for USC); Farah Jasmine 

Griffin and Brent Hayes Edwards in English 

and comparative literature — all of them lead¬ 

ing figures in jazz studies and associated fields. 

"Not to sound arrogant," says Edwards, "but I 

don't think there's anywhere that has the kind of range and intellec¬ 

tual firepower that Columbia has right now working on jazz studies 

from interdisciplinary perspectives. Part of the reason we've come is 

because of this incredible community and spirit of sharing a broader 

project, and frankly, it's almost unilaterally Bob's doing." 

Keeping scholarly egos and agendas on the same page re¬ 

quires no small amount of leadership and diplomacy. O'Meally's 

touch reminds Edwards of Count Basie, who led his famed band 

from the piano bench with a minimum of visible effort. 

"Basie was about the quality of the groove that he could estab¬ 

lish, that kind of propulsion that he could always get his bands to 

find," Edwards says. "When a conference or class or colloquium 

is going well, you feel that there's a kind of momentum to it — 

Bob's good at establishing it. And Basie's piano would supply 

these little, tinkling fills. It sounds like he's not doing that much, 

but he's doing exactly the right thing at exactly the right time. 

Bob's style is a little like that, too." Music was an important presence in O'Meally's household 

when he was growing up in Washington, D.C., in the 

1950s and '60s. "My great-grandparents on my mother's 

side were slaves in Washington, as far back as we can trace—they 

were true Washingtonians," O'Meally says. "But it was interest¬ 

ing that my great-grandmother insisted that her daughters take 

piano lessons. So our piano had been part of our family for a long 

time." O'Meally's grandmother played at the nineteenth Street 

Baptist Church, and his late mother, Ethel, an elementary school 

teacher, played classical piano and thought her children should, 

too. O'Meally remembers marching off with his sister, Sharon, to 

a house in Northeast Washington, where they would wait their 

turn for piano lessons with Miss DeWeese, whose pedagogical 

methods included smacking her pupils across the knuckles with 

a ruler. After a few years of this, O'Meally begged his mother to 

let him quit. She agreed. 
His Jamaican-born father, George O'Meally, was an engineer and 

cartographer with the U.S. Geological Survey. He also had some key¬ 

board chops, which he would show off by improvising stride piano 

variations on whatever Ethel had just finished practicing. "My father 

had a good record collection and very good taste," O'Meally says. 
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remembering the old vinyl LPs with a 

smile. "Cannonball Adderley with Milt 

Jackson; Ellington Indigos, from 1957; Nat 

King Cole's After Midnight sessions — I 

could name them all for you right now." 

O'Meally became a regular at Waxie 

Maxie's record store and listened to late- 

night jazz on a transistor radio under his 

pillow. His father quietly signaled his ap¬ 

proval. "When I first got a saxophone, he 

asked me to pass it over to him and then 

he played a scale. I said, 'Dad, I didn't 

know you played the saxophone.' And 

he said, "There's a whole lot of things you 

don't know.'" 

O'Meally speaks of his father with un¬ 

disguised adoration. His sudden death 

in 1968, during the family's first trip to 

visit relatives in Kingston, Jamaica, was an almost unbearable loss. 

"I was very proud of my father," O'Meally says. "He was pres¬ 

ent. He was the one father at all the baseball games, driving kids 

to practices. And he was respected in the neighborhood." As presi¬ 

dent of the local PTA, he came to O'Meally's elementary school one 

day and supervised the kids as they drew a detailed, 60-foot-wide 

map of the United States in the playground. "That map stayed 

there from 1956 to 1998," O'Meally says. "I would go back to find 

it, almost as if it was a shrine. He was buried in Jamaica, but here 
was a marker, too." 

O'Meally attended segregated schools until fourth grade, when 

he moved to a neighborhood close to the Maryland line that had just 

opened up to black families. "We were sort of pioneers," O'Meally 

says, "and I'm sure it had something to do with my father's audac¬ 

ity, because for him, there was no such thing as race. He was lighter 

than I am, and he had straight hair; there's a big Irish community in 

Jamaica, and they intermarried. If people asked him, is so-and-so 

member of the family white or black, he really wouldn't know. He 

would have to try and think, now what would an American say 

about this? Because to him it was ridiculous, a transparent fiction 
that he loathed." 

Not that George O'Meally was unaware of the toll racism had 

taken on his own career. Despite his training and seniority, he 

wasn't allowed to be a supervisor — this in an office of the federal 

government. "It infuriated him that year after year, he'd have to 

train his new boss," O'Meally says. And he deeply wanted it to 

be different for his kids. 

"He drove us to the drugstore in our neighborhood one day," 

O'Meally remembers. "We were allowed to run in and buy things, 

but we weren't allowed to sit at that counter. But we didn't know 

that, and I don't think my father knew it. Not just because of his 

light complexion, but because if you were a foreigner in Wash¬ 

ington back then, you were sort of an honorary white person, es¬ 

pecially if you comported yourself a certain way. I don't think he 

realized that that was the case with him all over town, that he was 

crossing these lines. And he was a regular in that drugstore. 

"So he pulled up and said, 'Go on in there and have an ice 

cream. I'm just going to wait in the car.' We didn't know any better. 

We went in there and ordered. And the man said, 'Uh, you must be 

kidding. You can take it out, we'll put it 

in a box. But you can't sit here.' And we 

went out and told my father the man 

said we can't sit there." 

O'Meally's voice tightens and his 

eyes tear up at this point. 

"He parked the car. He went inside 

and went underneath the little barrier 

to go back behind the counter. And 

he went over and put his arm around 

the guy. What did he say to him? We 

didn't hear him, but I imagine it was, 

'You see those children over there?"' 

O'Meally's tone grows firm. "'You're 

going to put whatever it is that they 

want in a dish and give it to them 

right now.' It wasn't a matter of him 

being bullying or anything like that, I 

don't guess. But he had a great deal of authority. And that was 
the first time I ever sat at the counter." 

Now and again, O'Meally looks at an old team photo from 

his local 12-and-under Walter Johnson League. He be¬ 

lieves that everyone else in the picture either died young 

or went to prison. "It's a sad lineup," he says. 

Baseball mattered a lot to O'Meally. He excelled from an early 

age, playing center field and rooting for Mickey Mantle when the 

Yankees came to play the Senators. As a senior in the honors track at 

Calvin Coolidge H.S., O'Meally was president of the student council 

and editor of the school newspaper and yearbook, but he still dreamt 

of diamond glory. When he arrived at Stanford and showed up for 

baseball practice, however, the coach challenged him. 

"Wait a minute, what are you doing?" he said. 

"Well, I signed up for freshman ball." 

"But son, we already have our team. They've been here since 
July." 

O'Meally held his ground. "I was on tire All-Star team in Wash¬ 

ington, D.C.," he said. "In fact, I was the most valuable player 

in the All-Star Game, and my team just missed winning the city 
championship." 

The coach shook his head. "Son, we saw that game. We did not 

select any boys from the Washington metropolitan area this year. 

We had one a few years back." Ouch. 

O'Meally stuck around and trained with the squad for more 

than a month. The pitching was faster than he'd ever seen, the 

stadium looked like it could hold 90,000 people, and he was ex¬ 

pected to hit the cutoff man from deep center field. It was the first 

time he'd ever heard the term "cutoff man." 

One day the coach conducted a team base-stealing drill that 

ended with two straight hours of taking turns sprinting from first 

to second and sliding. Afterward, O'Meally sought him out. 

"You know what? You were right on that first day," O'Meally 

said. "I don't want to do this. This is more like a job than the game 
I love to play." 

"You're on an academic scholarship, right?" the coach said. 
"Yes." 

"Well, in effect, these boys are paid to play ball, and you're 

A star baseball player in high school, O'Meally left Stan¬ 
ford's team his freshman year to focus on his studies. 
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;ity of spirit T’m talking about.’’ fee said. 
-That’s it right there 

paid to be in the library. That's where you're 

supposed to be." 
They shook hands, and O'Meally headed 

straight for the library. When he got there, he renewed his ac¬ 

quaintance with Invisible Man and 

other works of Ralph Ellison, an in¬ 

terest that carried over into his doctoral studies 

at Harvard, though with little encouragement 

from Ellison himself. 

"He was not easy to get to know, and he was 

not delighted to have this graduate student on 

his trail," O'Meally says. "He was very suspi¬ 

cious of this boy with an Afro, because he had 

been so attacked by our generation. It was much 

more gratifying to get to know him on the page 

than in person." O'Meally's dissertation was 

later published by Harvard University Press as 

The Craft of Ralph Ellison. 
Somewhat more encouraging was an M.I.T. graduate student in 

city planning whom he met at a party while he was at Harvard. He 

married Jacqui Malone in 1973; she is now professor of theater and 

dance at Queens College, where she also chairs the dance program. 

They have two sons, Douglass, an artist in San Francisco, and Ga¬ 

briel, a junior at Hampton University in Virginia. 

Their Claremont Avenue apartment has become a regular stop on 

the jazz studies tour, says Brent Edwards. "When I was a grad student. 

Bob and Jacqui had me over often. They were incredibly generous to 

me, sharing records, making tapes. As a young scholar, as a young 

anything, it can have such a formative effect when someone that ac¬ 

complished takes an interest in you and makes time for you." 

For his own relaxation, in addition to music and hunting for 

vintage clothes, O'Meally says, "I walk almost two miles every 

morning in Riverside Park, so I have a nodding acquaintance 

with hundreds of my neighbors and fellow dog walkers." On a 

free day, he'll take his laptop to Tom's Restaurant and stay for a 

while. "They all know me there, and they know my order before I 

sit down." Which is? "Two eggs and sausage, no potatoes." Through the years, O'Meally has modulated from pioneer 

to senior partner in Columbia's jazz studies community. 

The initial battles have been won, the torch of leadership 

has been passed and younger teachers, scholars and artists have 

stepped up to join the enterprise. Many of them express genuine 

gratitude toward the man who helped gather them all into what 

feels like a perpetual dinnertime colloquium, with O'Meally seated 

at the head of the table. 
"I would absolutely describe Bob as my academic father figure," 

says Adam Bush '03, who studied with O'Meally for all four years 

at Columbia and is now a doctoral student in American studies at 

USC. "My dissertation project grew directly out of conversations I 

had with Bob six years ago," says Bush, whose actual father, Mi¬ 

chael '63, introduced him to jazz in their Los Angles home; sister 

Shoshana '09 is following the jazz studies special concentration 

that was largely created by O'Meally and Washbume. 

Another admirer is Laura Johnson, executive producer for Jazz 

at Lincoln Center, a past Louis Armstrong Visiting 

Professor who has worked closely with O'Meally 

in developing educational programs and curri¬ 

cula. "He was a kind of a mentor to me, introduc¬ 

ing me to many of the concepts that eventually 

came out in his class, of how jazz intersects with 

other 20th-century arts," she says. Some of their 

most productive conversations came about when 

they'd randomly cross paths while exercising 

in Riverside Park. "I'd tell him, we have to stop 

meeting like this," Johnson says. 

In truth, it's the easiest of tasks to find people 

— students, alumni, fellow scholars, musicians 

and artists, friends and neighbors—willing to talk 

about their regard for O'Meally, and in many cases, 

their debt to him. This is fitting, because that spirit 

of mutual support is at the heart of jazz itself. 

The point was underlined recently by Geri Al¬ 

len, an eminent jazz pianist and composer, who 

teaches at the University of Michigan. Allen came 

to Columbia in October for a three-day residency that included a 

master class, a concert in Miller Theater, a visit with students at 

Harlem's acclaimed Frederick Douglass Academy and a public 

dialogue in 301 Philosophy with Farah Jasmine Griffin. 

Allen discusses her music with striking sincerity and lack of 

artifice, just as she performs it. At the request of one audience 

member, she played "Amazing Grace," re-imagining the hymn 

as a startlingly abstract piece, though not without its traditional 

allusions and signposts. Allen also talked about the process of 

collaboration in jazz performance. "This music is really life," she 

said. "You're going through the challenges you meet in life, on 

stage. You encounter things you didn't expect, and you have to 

find a way to respond, a way that supports the greater good and 

doesn't reduce anyone else. And you are tested sometimes." 

George E. Lewis was there that evening, videotaping the pro¬ 

ceedings for the archives. Peter Johnson came over from Admis¬ 

sions to sit in the back row. O'Meally was off to one side, benignly 

taking it all in and jotting things down in a small, lined notebook. 

Afterward, an alumnus remarked on the palpable feeling of mu¬ 

tual respect in the room, which seemed to be the essence of the 

jazz studies community at Columbia. 

"It's true," O'Meally said. "I have seen that in wonderful ways. 

People here have a way of picking each other up when there's a 

crisis." O'Meally mentioned then that he had been hospitalized 

with heart trouble while he was editing his most recent anthology. 

Uptown Conversation: The New Jazz Studies, for Columbia University 

Press. It seemed the project might be sidelined indefinitely, until 

Edwards and Griffin unhesitatingly stepped forward and offered 

to finish editing the volume with him. It was published in 2004. 

As he recounted this, O'Meally's voice once again tightened 

with thankful emotion. 
"That's the generosity of spirit I'm talking about," he said. 

"That's it right there." Q 

Former CCT editor (and WKCR jazz director) Jamie Katz '72 has 

held senior editorial positions at People and Vibe magazines and now 

is editor-at-large for Smithsonian Magazine. 

O'Meally with his wife, Jacqui, a profes¬ 
sor of theater and dance at Queens 
college. 
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Perez Races to the Show 
Fernando Perez ’04 gives the Tampa Bay Rays 

speed when they need it most 

By Joshua Robinson '08 Fernando Perez '04 figured he 

should chew gum. That was 

what big leaguers did, right? 

That was how guys handled 

the ninth inning of the World 

Series' deciding game, right? 

With the Tampa Bay Rays 

down by a run against the Philadelphia 

Phillies, Perez sat on an exercise bike on 

October 29 at Citizens Bank Park and 

watched catcher Dioner Navarro lumber 

to first base on a single. The Phillies were 

two outs away from their first World Series 

crown in 28 years and their closer. Brad 

Lidge, who had not blown a save oppor¬ 

tunity all season, was on the mound. The 

Rays needed speed on the bases. So they 

turned to Perez, the rookie outfielder and 

pinch-runner who had won them Game 2 

of the American League Championship 

Series. The rookie who had started the 

year with the Class AAA Durham Bulls. 

The rookie who figured it was a good 

time to chew some gum. 

As Perez trotted out of the dugout and 

headed for first base, trying to look like he 

had been there before, he gnawed away 

the anxiety of being the Rays' last throw 

of the dice. "Once you're in it, you realize, 

'I'm not the only one who's freaking out 

inside,' " remembers Perez, 25. "Almost 

everybody is. 

"That was a funny feeling — when 

55,000 people knew exactly what I was go¬ 

ing in there to do. Everybody in the whole 

stadium knew that I was going to run from 

first base and try to steal second and wait 

there for somebody to get a hit." 

Ben Zobrist came to the plate and 

looked at the first pitch. By the time the 

ball was in the catcher's mitt, Perez had 

already done what 55,000 people expected 

him to do—take off, run like the wind and 

never look back. Having successfully sto¬ 

len second base, he now was 180 feet from 

a tie game. At his pace, that meant Perez 

was about 6.2 gut-ripping, heart-racing 

seconds from home plate. All Zobrist had 

to do was punch the ball to the outfield. A 

single would have been enough. 

On the next pitch, somewhere in the 

brilliant white cloud of flash bulbs, Zo¬ 

brist made contact. But Perez slammed on 

the brakes when the ball nestled into the 

right-fielder's glove for the second out of 

the inning. 

Eric Hinske was next, the Rays' final 

hope. And leading off second, Perez had 

the best view in the house when Hinske 

went down swinging. When the Rays' mi¬ 

raculous season came to an end. 

Three months after Perez ran into 

the crucible in Philadelphia, he 

worked out alone at Columbia's 

Dodge Fitness Center. Fenced in by a pair 

of nets, he smacked line drives off a tee 

while a pickup basketball game unfolded 

to one side and the Lions' baseball team 

took batting practice to the other. 

Former Lions coach Mikio Aoki says baseball 
became "a year-round commitment" for Fer¬ 
nando Perez '04 as he worked to make the 
leap from the ivy League to pro ball. 

PHOTO: COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS/GENE BOYARS 

Perez's gear still had World Series 

patches emblazoned on it and yet, part of 

him envied the ballplayers on the other 

side of the net. Just five years ago, he was 

one of them, a member of the Lions' var¬ 

sity. "I get a kick out of talking to them," 

he says. 

A few days before Perez linked up with 

the Rays at their spring training complex 

in Clearwater, Fla. — and a month before 

he sustained ligament damage to his left 

wrist that will keep him out until late sum¬ 

mer — he had returned to his alma mater 

to train with the Columbia baseball team 

and loosen up a little. In the blue gym, as 

it is known, with snow on the ground out¬ 

side, Perez was back where his improba¬ 

ble journey to the majors — and the World 

Series — began. 

Throughout high school in New Jersey, 

Perez had flashed the tools of a potential 

major leaguer. He could hit, he could field, 

and most importantly, he was always go¬ 

ing to be the fastest kid at any tryout. Deep 

down, Perez knew he had what it took to 

play in the big leagues, but as he put it, he 

could never shake that "practical sensibil¬ 

ity of the Northeast." 

"Who's a professional athlete? Who does 

that?" he recalls being told. "That practical 

sensibility said: 'Go to Columbia. Don't go 

to Beer & Baseball State, only so you can 

play really well, hurt your knee and gradu¬ 

ate from Beer & Baseball State.'" 

So Perez focused on school. Even though 

he had quit baseball altogether for a year 

in eighth grade, he had the skills. And by 

the end of high school, he believed that he 

could have even been drafted by a major 

league team had he showcased his talent as 

much as some other prospects his age did. 

But at the time, that hardly mattered. His 

parents never carted him around to mini¬ 

camps and private clinics, anyway. 

Perez's work off the baseball diamond 

earned him a spot in the Class of 2004 and 

in Ivy League baseball, an unlikely proving 

ground for future major leaguers. Before 

Perez, only three former Lions had ever 
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“In a straight-up 

race, I’ve got 

him over 

Seabiscuit.” 
— Tampa Bay Rays 

manager Joe Maddon 

mi 

Perez gave Tampa Bay 
Rays manager Joe Maddon 
a valuable pinch-running 
weapon when he was 
brought up to the Rays for 
their stretch run to the 
2008 American League 
Championship. 

PHOTO: TAMPA BAY RAYS - 
SKIP MILOS 
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made the show: Frank Seminara '89, who 

pitched from 1992-94 for the San Diego Pa¬ 

dres and New York Mets; Gene Larkin '84, 

who played for the Minnesota Twins from 

1987-93 and won a World Series; and Lou 

Gehrig '25, who left Columbia in 1923 for 

a legendary 16-year career with the New 

York Yankees. 

Perez's freshman season came and went 

with baseball remaining very much just a 

campus activity to him, the way some join 

Spectator or WKCR or others choose stu¬ 

dent government. 

"Most of the time my priorities were very 

backward," Perez admits. "My first year, my 

priority was the city; baseball and school 

were somewhere second or third. I wasn't 

mature enough to really excel at all three 

things. I loved running around the city too 

much and staying at jazz clubs too late." 

But by his sophomore year, after a stint 

in a summer league in Ohio, Perez had 

taken another step in his development, 

remembers then-Columbia baseball coach 

Mikio Aoki. Fie was digging deeper into 

the talent he had carried with him since 

high school and, suddenly, buckling down 

to practice. As fleeting as the season was 

— around 30 games — baseball became 

a year-round commitment for him, even 

though Columbia hardly had the luxuries 

of big-time baseball schools, like endless 

practice fields and permanent spring. The 

Lions ran in the cold and simulated game 

situations in the gymnasium. 

"He realized that he was ready to make 

the sacrifices that he needed to make to 

succeed on the baseball side," said Aoki, 

who is now the head coach at Boston Col¬ 

lege. "And maybe that meant not going 

to The West End on Thursday nights. But 

he was also stepping up his strength and 

conditioning and becoming a lot more 

physical." 

Even though Aoki knew everything 

about his game, Perez still managed to 

surprise him on a regular basis. Umpiring 

from behind the pitcher's mound during 

intra-squad scrimmages, Aoki had grown 

accustomed to a certain rhythm. But every 

so often, a blur out of the comer of his eye 

caught his attention. 

"Something would happen that wasn't 

at that pace of play," Aoki says. "And every 

time you looked up, it was Fernando." 

Ever the pragmatist, Perez also con¬ 

centrated on his creative writing major. 

If baseball did not pan out, he probably 

would have looked to teach abroad and 

then try his hand at professional writing; 

he plans to return to school for a master's 

in fine arts some day after his baseball ca- 

Perez was back on campus this winter, work¬ 
ing out in the Dodge Fitness Center to get 
ready for spring training. 

PHOTOS: DANIELLA ZALCMAN '09 

reer. Perez wanted to make sure he had 

qualified himself at least to do something 

besides play the outfield should he be 

struck by that career-ending injury that 

haunts all athletes. 

Balancing school and his growing 

baseball ambition got even tougher when 

he increased his workouts to four times 

a week, double his teammates' schedule. 

Though Perez's grades suffered, it paid 

off two years later. Perez was selected by 

the Tampa Bay Devil Rays in the seventh 

round of the 2004 amateur draft — the 

same Devil Rays who had finished 2003 

with 99 defeats and were bringing up the 

rear in the A.L. East, an organization that 

specialized in futility. 

Perez thought it was a perfect fit. 

"You look at guys who get drafted by 

the Yankees, they either never make it on 

the Yankees or get lost in the farm system," 

he explained. "Your immediate sensation 

when you get drafted by a bad team is, 

'I'm going to get an opportunity.' " 

That certainly was true for, say, pitchers 

in the organization. But as far as outfield¬ 

ers were concerned, the Rays were as well 

stocked as any team in baseball. So after 

Perez put together a solid year playing , 

for the low Class A Hudson Valley Rene¬ 

gades, the organization kept him in A-ball 

instead of promoting him to Class AA and 

made him learn to hit from both sides of 
the plate. 

When he finally saw the bright lights of 

Class AA in 2007, it was with the Montgom¬ 

ery Biscuits, a team whose claim to fame 

is a logo that looks like a bit of pastry on 

add. The Class AAA Durham Bulls, where 

he began the following year, echoed a little i 

louder in baseball lore, but only because of 

the movie that threw some glamor onto the 

minor league game. Bull Durham. Dragging 

through America's heartland, carrying his 

own bags and sleeping in motels in places 

like Battle Creek, Mich., and Visalia, Calif., 

Perez learned that the minors were a far 

cry from the big leagues and even the Ivy 

League. But in the sink-or-swim world of 

baseball prospects, Perez was figuring out 

how to float. During his time in die minors, 

he batted .290 and stole more than 30 bases 

in four straight seasons. 

"Ivy League caliber baseball hardly be¬ 

longs in Division I," Perez says, referring 

to the top rung of college competition. "It's 

more like high-end Division III baseball. 

So I was playing against better competi¬ 

tion than I had in my whole life. Basically, 

I was starting all over again." 

The call-up came last September. 

This was what Perez had spent 

4 Vz years in the minors toiling for 

— the luxurious clubhouses, the major 

league crowds, and a level of fun that Per¬ 

ez said he had not experienced since Little 

League. But the stakes were somewhat 

higher than pizza and soda. The Rays 

were chasing the first playoff spot in the 

beleaguered franchise's nine-year history. 

So when the roster expanded to 40 play¬ 

ers on September 1 and manager Joe Mad- 

don needed yet another injection of pace, 

Perez was a natural choice. 

"In a straight-up race. I've got him over 

Seabiscuit," Maddon said during the post- 1 
season. 

It turned out Perez would contribute 
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l with his bat as well as his legs. He made 

his major league debut on September 5 in 

Toronto and went 1-for-l with two runs 

\ scored. For one night at least, his major 

league batting average was 1.000. By the 

time the playoffs rolled around, Perez had 

60 at bats under his belt, was hitting .250 

and the Rays had become everyone's fa- 

[ vorite dark horse. 
But standing between them and a trip 

to the World Series was the small matter of 

, the Boston Red Sox, the defending cham¬ 

pions with dreams of a dynasty, in the 

American League Championship Series. 

In Game 1, the Red Sox went to Tropi- 

cana Field and bullied the Rays to a 2-0 

shutout in front of 35,000 of their own 

cowbell-waving fans. By Game 2, the Rays 

were staring down the barrel of a two- 

game deficit in the best-of-seven series, 

with three nights at Fenway Park coming 

up. The two sides slugged away at each 

' other into the eighth inning when the Red 

Sox tied it at 8-8. Perez watched from the 

dugout. 
The ninth and 10th innings came and 

went without anyone crossing the plate. 

So did the top of the 11th. The Rays would 

have a chance to win it in the bottom of the 

inning, and Navarro started them off with 

a walk. Perez knew what that meant; he 

was Maddon's pinch-runner in the hole. 

"There's this feeling that you just want 

* to get it over with," Perez says about para¬ 

chuting into a game as a pinch-runner, 

"that you want to do it hard and run and 

yell and scream. But the right way to do it 

is actually very boring. You have to think 

about it as if, 'When this happens, I must 

do this.'" 
Another walk gave Perez a free pass 

to second, and he scrambled to third on a 

weak groundout. B.J. Upton then popped 

a high fly ball down the right field line. 

Perez's instincts took over. 

When that ball hits the right-fielder's glove, 

I must run home. 
When he did, and slid in safely, he was 

swarmed by a crowd of teammates in a 

deafening eruption of the indoor stadium. 

It was a moment that Perez would not 

savor again the following week, when he 

was left standing at second in Philadel¬ 

phia. But nearly five years removed from 

Ivy baseball, Perez understood that he had 

arrived. 
"I did such a small thing," Perez says 

with a smile. "But it was my role, my tiny 

niche on the team. And I did it perfectly." a 
Joshua Robinson '08 covers baseball for The 

New York Times. He lives in Manhattan. 

Above, Perez slides home with 
the winning run after tagging 
up on a short pop fly to right 
field as the Rays beat the Bos¬ 
ton Red Sox 9-8 in 11 innings 
in Game 2 of the 2008 Ameri¬ 
can League Championship 
Series. Left, Perez is doused by 
a teammate after scoring the 
winning run during a regular- 
season game after his call-up 
in September. 

PHOTO (ABOVE): TAMPA BAY RAYS 
- STEVEN KOVICH; (LEFT) TAMPA 
BAY RAYS - SKIP MILOS 
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MONSIEUR WATTEAU PAINTS A SHOPSIGN 

COLUMBIA 

In this excerpt from his book Antoine's Alphabet: 
Watteau and His World, Jed Perl 72 studies the intricate 

ballet of commerce in Gersaint’s Shopsign. 

Watteau's last 
great painting was 
actually a sign¬ 
board, displayed 
for two weeks over 
the door of a shop 
on the Pont Notre 
Dame in 1721. 

PHOTO: BILDARCHIV 
PREUSSISCHER 
KULTURBESITZ/ART 
RESOURCE, NY 
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Legend has it that Watteau painted the Shopsign in 

Jed Perl '72, a former Vogue contrib¬ 

uting editor, has been the art critic for 

The New Republic since 1994. He is 

the author of several books, including 

Gallery Going: Four Seasons in the 

Art World (1991) and New Art City: 

Manhattan at Mid-Century (2005), a 

kaleidoscopic portrait of New York's art 

world from the '40s to the '70s. Publishers Weekly compared read¬ 

ing New Art City to taking a walking tour "with a guide whose 

perceptive eye always steers us toward an unnoticed treasure." 

In contrast to what Perl has called "the big, noisy canvas" of New 

Art City his latest book, Antoine's Alphabet: Watteau and His 

World, is slim and personal, a lyrical series of ruminations on his 

favorite painter, Jean-Antoine Watteau. 

With his delicate, elegant depictions of 

aristocrats and Pierrots, Watteau has 

sometimes been dismissed as a "light" 

painter. But Perl can see what's modem 

— and memorable — about Watteau's 

work: the way the paintings are fluidly 

structured, like a capriccio or jazz; their 

ambiguities; the way their blurred edges evoke our own ever-evolving, 

perpetually uncompleted lives. 

In this excerpt from Antoine's Alphabet, Perl studies the in¬ 

tricate ballet of commerce, as painted by Watteau in one of his most 

famous works, Gersaint's Shopsign. 

Rose Kemochan '82 Barnard 

Gersaint's Shopsign is the greatest work of 

art ever devoted to shopping. It is an epic 

of shopping. It is a poetics of shopping. 

This panoramic view of an interior where 

paintings and mirrors and clocks and other 

luxury objects are for sale is "I shop therefore 

I am," but reimagined as metaphysics 

and allegory. Watteau's cast of characters 

— twelve in all, eight men and four women — move with the 

semaphore-like gestures of marionettes; they are puppets in 

a story of desire. The Shopsign, painted in tones of black, gray, 

and rose, is at once adamantine and airy — a vision that, despite 

its funny moments, is strangely somber, almost ritualized. At 

center stage there is a young man, elegant and ardent and maybe 

even a little grave, standing just inside the shop, offering his 

hand to a woman who steps in off the sidewalk, her back side, 

which is what we see of her, a great shimmer of cloth. Each 

of the dresses in the Shopsign, and this one in particular, has a 

gleaming, shivering life of its own — they're couture creations 

that function independently of the bodies they contain, they're 

lengths of beautifully made and sewn cloth to be played with, 

petted, adored. The desire for clothes and the desire for flesh melt 

together, and indeed this is very much a painting about elements 

that fit into or turn into one another, the nude into the clothed, the 

bare canvas into the framed masterpiece, the box as a container 

for a painting or for a set of toiletries, the mirror as a framing of 

the passing parade, the picture frame that frames not only the 

painting but the people who look at the painting. 

Our feelings about things, our perceptions of things are always 

multiplying, or at least they are always slipping into other feelings, 

other perceptions — this is what Watteau wants to tell us. Nothing 

is only one thing, even, maybe especially the visit to the shop where 

luxury goods are sold. William Cole, an English visitor to Paris in 

the 1760s, a generation after the Shopsign was painted, suggests 

the quotidian experiences that went into Watteau's composition 

when he describes Madame Dulac's "extravagant and expensive 

shop; where the Mistress was as tempting as the Things she sold." 

The beauty of the objects and the beauty of the proprietor could 

not easily be separated in Cole's recollections, and of course this 

is all tumbled together with the fact that even when an object of 

desire has no direct relationship with sexual desire — when the 

luxury is, say, a beautifully bound book, an old master drawing, 

or an especially elegant clock (like the one in Gersaint's Shopsign) — 

the pleasure of possession can be so intense as to acquire an erotic 

dimension. The object that is purchased from Madame Dulac, so 

Cole explains, is bought not only for itself but "to remember where 
you bought it" — and from whom. 

The luxurious bauble can also have symbolic implications, so 

that the purchase becomes an endorsement or embrace of certain 

ideas. There are the Northern Renaissance paintings of the marriage 

couple making a visit to the jeweler's, where the gold is being 

weighed, and all sorts of thoughts about love, loyalty, faithfulness 

hover in the immaculately rendered air. In Titian's portraits, the 

appearance of one of the newly fashionable clocks on a little table 

is at once a sign of the subjects great wealth and a memento mori. 

And then there is the golden bowl, of gilt crystal, after which Henry 

James named his last completed novel. The secret lovers. Prince 

PHOTO: MARION ETTLINGER 
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eight mornings, as if he were God creating the world. 

Amerigo and Charlotte, are wandering the streets of London and 

chance upon a "small but interesting dealer in the Bloomsbury 

street," where the proprietor shows them the great bowl, with its 

decoration that is almost Byzantine in its ornamental elaboration. 

Inside the shop, Charlotte, who is considering buying the bowl as 

a wedding present for the woman the prince is going to marry, falls 

into a conversation with the proprietor. "Does crystal then break 

— when it is crystal?" Charlotte asks. And when she is told that 

"it splits — if there is a split," she responds, "Ah! If there is a split. 

There is a split, eh? Crystal does split, eh?" To which the shopkeeper 

responds, "On lines and by laws of its own." And Charlotte replies, 

"You mean if there's a weak place?" — at which point we are 

speaking not about the bowl but about human relationships and 

human society. In Gersaint's Shopsign, Watteau keeps moving from the 

snapshot of everyday life to the allegorical spectacle and 

back again, and it is the constant shifting between registers 

that gives the painting its devious power. Watteau painted 

the Shopsign near the end of his life, for one of his great 

friends, the art dealer Edme-Francois Gersaint. It was 

meant to hang as a sign above the entrance to the shop 

on the Pont Notre-Dame, Au Grand Monarque, where 

Gersaint sold paintings and other luxury objects, and it is said to 

have created a sensation in Paris during the brief time that it actually 

was displayed out-of-doors. The painting does not represent 

Gersaint's actual premises in the arcades of the Pont Notre-Dame, 

at least that is what the historians tell us. And Watteau would 

probably have said of this shop much what Henry James later said 

of the Bloomsbury antiques shop in The Golden Bowl, namely that 

it "was but a shop of the mind, of the author's projected world." 

The walls of Gersaint's shop are practically papered with paintings 

in elaborate frames. These are not miniature versions of actual 

paintings but rather Watteau's imaginative variations on the art of 

the Baroque, a recapitulation of all the passions, sacred and profane, 

that have kept the world spinning. A resplendent clock reminds us 

that youth and love will end. Two large mirrors, each a dark abyss, 

suggest the impossibility of knowing oneself, even as two young 

men look lovingly at their own images in another mirror. And then 

there is the elegant lacquerwork toilet set. Who can doubt that 

toiletries, mirrors, and a clock raise certain questions: Who are we? 

What can we make of ourselves? What will we become? But the 

answers to these enormous questions are as remote as the empty 

room that is glimpsed through the doors at the back of the bustling 

shop, a room at once outside the main action and at the center of 

the painting, a room where a nacreous green-gray light, evoked 

with lightly hatched strokes of paint, dances over a world bereft 

of people and paintings and objets d'art. (At least one scholar has 

seen in that empty back room a vision of heaven or paradise, which 

makes a certain amount of sense.) 
Within this elaborately appointed interior, Watteau has set 

a dozen characters as well as a dog. The Shopsign is a world of 

doublings, maybe even triplings — a painting about the buying 

and selling of paintings and other precious objects in which the 

men and women who have come to shop are themselves the 

most luxurious objects of all. In that quiet way of his, Watteau 

makes of this dozen delightful figures a geometric game, giving 

us four men and one woman on one side of the painting and 

four men and three women on the other side. He plays with 

couples — a man and a woman, two men whose looks suggest 

mirror images — but he also gathers his figures in threes and 

fours and fives, as if he were a choreographer exploring the full 

range of physical possibilities. And in addition he plays with a 

range of social classes, from the workmen to the shopkeepers to 

the customers, who are either aristocrats or wealthy commoners 

suddenly hungry for luxuries. So we have three or four classes 

represented, each of which Watteau treats in the same gently 

comic manner. Each is part of the passing parade, and of course 

nothing is fixed, as we are reminded by the workman at the side 

who is packing a portrait of Louis XTV, recently deceased, into a 

case, the portrait both alluding to the name of Gersaint's shop, Au 

Grand Monarque, and suggesting, at least in our retrospective 

gaze, the passing of the Sun King's world. And just as history 

is constantly changing, so are perceptions, as we see in the most 

playful incident in the Shopsign, which involves the salesman 

who is showing a large oval painting of a pastoral landscape with 

figures to a couple, for while the woman, a dutiful connoisseur, 

examines the artist's handling of the great, feathery trees, the man 

is busy feasting on the female nudes in the foreground. This little 

anecdote might be labeled: Two ways to look at a painting. And 

then there are those who have eyes only for themselves. Even 

as the young shop woman shows off the fine lacquer toilet set, 

the two men to whom she may be making her sales pitch appear 

less interested in looking at the toiletries or, for that matter, at the 

pretty salesgirl than in admiring themselves in a little mirror. Legend has it that Watteau painted the Shopsign 

in eight mornings, as if he were God creating the 

world. For Watteau it was a great new beginning, 

a dramatic turn from the pastorals that had 

preoccupied him for so long. But the Shopsign 

was also done in the twilight of his career, so that 

its revolutionary zeal was tinged with nostalgia, 

as if Watteau were saying, "Yes, this is where I 

might have gone, this is a whole other sort of thing that I might 

have done." It is the painting that inaugurates the work of all the 

painters whom Baudelaire, a century later, would be thinking of 

when he dubbed Constantin Guys the Painter of Modem Life, but 

Gersaint's Shopsign is also the greatest painting of modem life ever 

done, a premature requiem for the Painter of Modem Life. Some 

have wanted to see the artist's self-portrait in the lithe young man 

at the center of the painting, the man who, with his sharp, bright, 

dark eyes, is looking so longingly and invitingly at the young 

woman. The story of the self-portrait, like the story of the painting 

having been completed in eight mornings, may be apocryphal. But 

it hardly matters. That young man who is not Watteau is surely 

the spirit of Watteau. And here he is, reaching out his hand to this 

woman who is among the last women in Watteau's art whom we 

will see from behind. And he invites her to join him in the dance of 

life, dancing oh! so slowly, as the world passes by. Q 

From ANTOINE'S ALPHABET: WATTEAU AND HIS WORLD by 

Jed Perl, © 2008 by Jed Perl. Used by permission of Alfred A. Knopf, a 

division of Random House, Inc. 
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Obituaries 
_1 9 3 2_ 
Gene F. Kuster, retired attorney, 

Slingerlands, N.Y., on September 

20,2008. Kuster sang in tire Co¬ 

lumbia College Glee Club and 

played French horn in the band. 

He earned an M.B.A. in 1933 from 

the Business School, then con¬ 

tinued his education at Fordham 

Law. After being admitted to the 

New York bar, Kuster, a C.P.A., 

worked for Muir & Co. for 35 

years, providing counseling ser¬ 

vices to banks and other financial 

institutions. He retired in 1975 as a 

v.p. Kuster was an active member 

of the Canaan (N.Y.) Congrega¬ 

tional Church and chairman of the 

Board of Trustees for most of the 

15 years he served on it. He also 

served on and led the Boards of 

Directors of the Tarrytown YMCA, 

the Tarrytown Historical Society 

and the local Boy Scouts commit¬ 

tee. In 2000, the Capital District 

Senior Issues Forum honored 

Kuster with a Lifetime Achieve¬ 

ment Award for his many years of 

volunteer service. Kuster is sur¬ 

vived by his wife, Edna; son, Gor¬ 

don, and his wife, Sandi; daugh¬ 

ters, Carole Kuster Wortley and 

her husband, James, and Joan and 

her husband, Mark Weintraub; 

two grandchildren; and five great¬ 

grandchildren. Memorial contri¬ 

butions may be made to Columbia 

University Athletics, PO Box 1523, 

New York, NY 10277-1937. 

Obituary Submission 
Guidelines 

Columbia College Today 
welcomes obituaries for 

College alumni. Please include 
the deceased's full name, 

date of death with year, class 
year, profession, and city 
and state of residence at 

time of death. Biographical 
information, survivors' names, 

address(es) for charitable 
donations and high-quality 

photos (print, or 300 dpi jpg) 
also may be included. Word 

limit is 200; text may be 
edited for length, clarity and 
style at editors' discretion. 

Send materials to cct@ 
columbia.edu or to Obituaries 

Editor, Columbia College 
Today, Columbia Alumni 

Center, 622 W. 113th St.,MC 
4530, New York, NY 10025. 

_1 9 3 7_ 
Bram Cavin, retired book editor. 

White Plains, N.Y., on February 

14,2009. Cavin, best known for 

persuading Claude Brown to write 

the best-selling autobiography, 

Manchild in the Promised Land, was 

bom on May 24,1916, in New York 

City. He graduated from the Col¬ 

lege with a degree in economics and 

mathematical statistics and became 

a writer for Business Week and other 

financial magazines. During WWII, 

Cavin was stationed in England as a 

weather forecaster in the Army Air 

Corps. In the early 1960s, he began a 

long career as a book editor, working 

for several publishing houses in¬ 

cluding Doubleday, Macmillan and 

Prentice Hall. While at Macmillan, 

Cavin read an article by Brown, a 

Howard University student, about 

the struggles of growing up in Har¬ 

lem. Cavin proposed that Brown 

turn the article into a book, and it 

became the classic African-American 

coming-of-age story of its time. Cav¬ 

in is survived by his wife of 63 years, 

Ruth; children, Anthony (Tony) '77, 

Emily and Nora; and two grand¬ 

children. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Edna L. Roker 

Social Adult Day Care Center, 311 

North St., White Plains, NY 10605 or 

to Doctors Without Borders, www. 

doctorswithoutborders.org. 

19 4 1 

Harry Z. Mellins, physician and 

professor. New York City, on Janu¬ 

ary 22,2009. Mellins was a revered 

professor and mentor at Harvard 

Medical School and a diagnostic 

radiologist at Brigham and Wom¬ 

en's Hospital. He was formerly of 

Brookline, Mass. Mellins is sur¬ 

vived by his wife, Judy; children, 

Elizabeth, William and Thomas '79; 

three grandchildren; and brother, 

Robert. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Harry Z. 

Mellins Society c/o Brigham and 

Women's Hospital Development 

Office, 617-732-5008. 

Harold E. "Ted" Humphrey, 

retired editor, Sidney, Maine, on 

October 27,2008. Bom on August 

3,1919, Humphrey was an active 

Boy Scout. He earned a B.A. in 

English, and, after serving with 

distinction as an Army Intelligence 

Officer in New Caledonia, China 

and Burma during WWII, earned 

an M.A. (1947) and Ph.D. (1958) 

from GSAS. Humphrey held 

many key editorial positions with 

Grolier, as editor of two books on 

the Olympic Games, an editor of 

the Encyclopedia Americana and 

editor-in-chief of the Encyclopedia 

International. In addition, he spent a 

year in Paris, where he developed 

an encyclopedia in French for the 

publisher. In 1983, Humphrey 

retired to Maine, where he offset 

intellectual interests by cultivat¬ 

ing blueberries, vegetables and an 

apple orchard. He is survived by 

his partner of 55 years, Henry Hol¬ 

land; sisters, Gladys Anderson and 

Grace Pease; brother-in-law, John 

Pease; and nephews and nieces. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to the Humane Society Wa- 

terville Area, 100 Webb Rd., Water- 

ville, ME 04901. 

_1 9 4 2_ 
Gino F. Zanolli, retired industrial 

physician. Oak Ridge, Term., on 

September 22,2008. Zanolli was 

bom in New York City on February 

8,1923. After graduating from Peter 

Stuyvesant H.S. as an honor student 

at 16, Zanolli earned a B.A. from the 

College and a B.S. (1942) and Ph.D. 

(1943) in chemical engineering from 

the Engineering School, and an 

M.D. from SUNY in 1954 under the 

GI Bill. He was an engineer for two 

years. In 1945, Zanolli enlisted in 

the Army and served in the Philip¬ 

pines during WWII. After the war, 

he returned to New York City and 

married Patricia McConnell in 1948. 

He accepted a commission into the 

Public Health Service and moved 

to Oak Ridge, Term., to work for 

the Atomic Energy Commission's 

Health Division providing medical 

care to Oak Ridge National Labora¬ 

tory employees. He also worked at 

Lockheed Martin for many years. 

Zanolli is survived by his wife; chil¬ 

dren and their families, Meg and 

Jim Holbrook, Eugene and Claire 

Zanolli, Michael Zanolli and Julie 

Sandine, Regina and Mike Mag- 

gart, Gerard and Angie Zanolli, and 

Patricia and Ed Tulauskas; eight 

grandchildren; and brother, Alex¬ 

ander. Memorial contributions may 

be made to St. Mary's School in Oak 

Ridge, Term. 

19 4 6 

Joseph P. Martoed, retired ob/ gyn, 

Babylon, N.Y., on August 20,2008. 

A graduate of Stuyvesant H.S., 

Martoed completed his medical 

degree at Long Island College of 

Medicine at Downstate in 1948. 

He was a WWII veteran and par- 

tidpated in the D-Day invasion 

as a stretcher bearer. He also was 

a surgeon in a MASH Unit in the 

Korean War. Martoed assisted in 

the delivery of more than 4,000 

babies. He had affiliations at Good 

Samaritan Hospital Medical Cen¬ 

ter, where he was director of ob/ 

gyn, and Southside Hospital. He 

retired in 1995. Martocci was a 

Eucharist Minister at St. Joseph's 

Parish, Babylon, where he was a 

member for more than 49 years. 

He was predeceased by his wife, 

Helen, and sister, Margaret Derba- 

bian; and is survived by his sons, 

Joseph and Thomas; daughters in¬ 

law, Geraldine Noble-Martocd and 

Laura; daughter, Jeanmarie Pat¬ 

terson, and her husband, Morgan; 

and four grandchildren. Memorial 

contributions may be made to Our 

Lady of Consolation Palliative 

Care Unit, 111 Beach Dr., West Islip, 

NY 11795. 

19 4 8 

Seymour M. waldman '48 

Seymour M. Waldman, attorney, 

Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y., on January 

10,2009. Waldman attended high 

school in Brooklyn at the Friends 

School. Service in the Navy inter¬ 

rupted his College studies. After 

graduating from the Law School in 

1950, he joined his father Louis' labor 

law practice. Waldman worked 

with his father and brother, Paul 

'52, '54L at Waldman and Waldman 

until 1981, when the firm merged 

to become Vladek, Waldman, Elias 

and Engelhard. He represented 

numerous unions and individu¬ 

als during his legal career, arguing 

cases before all levels of the New 

York State and Federal courts, and 

practiced law until his death. Wald¬ 

man served as Croton-on-Hudson 

Village Attorney for more than three 

decades and played an active role in 

municipal government. He also was 

legal counsel to several foundations 

and nonprofits and was a longtime 

trustee of the Hospital for Joint Dis¬ 

eases in New York. An avid and ac- 
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OTHER DEATHS REPORTED 

Columbia College Today also has learned of the deaths of the following alumni. Complete obituaries will be 

published in an upcoming issue, pending receipt of information and space considerations. 

1933 Paul F. Bubendey, retired business executive, Vero Beach, Fla., on February 19,2009. 

1935 William F. Lozier Sr., attorney, Atlanta, on February 12,2009. Lozier earned a degree in 1937 from the 

Law School. 

Jerome S. Schaul, retired plastics engineer, amateur cellist, Maplewood, N.J., on November 30,2008. 

Schaul earned a degree in 1937 from the Engineering School. 

John W. Thomson Jr., botanist, lichenologist, conservationist and teacher. Mount Horeb, Wis., on 

February 20,2009. 

1936 James M. McGarry, Chevy Chase, Md., on January 15,2009. 

William B. Weisell, attorney, Bloomington, Ind., on March 3,2009. Weisell earned a degree in 1940 

from the Law School. 

1937 Murray T. Bloom, magazine journalist and author. North Branford, Conn., on February 10,2009. 

Max C. Norman, Benalla, VIC, Australia, on November 13,2008. 

1938 Herbert J. Carlin, professor. Walnut Creek, Calif., on February 9,2009. Carlin entered with the Class 

of 1938 but earned a B.S. and M.S., both in electrical engineering, in 1939 and 1940, respectively, from 

the Engineering School. 

Robert E. Friou, attorney, Tarrytown, N.Y., on February 26,2009. Friou earned a degree in 1940 from 

the Law School. 

1939 Lawrence Klingbeil, postal clerk and musician, Fanwood, N.J., on February 17,2009. 

1941 Edward A. DeLeon, teacher. Rye, N.H., on February 3,2009. 

1946 Carlo D. Celia Jr., retired business executive, Glen Rock, N.J., on January 30,2009. 

1948 Jay Bernstein, pediatric pathologist, West Bloomfield, Mich., on February 23,2009. 

Anthony Komninos, Femandina Beach, Fla., on January 8,2008. 

1950 Israel Oliver Snyder, retired consultant, Somers, N.Y., on February 2,2009. 

1953 Walton L. Weiner, New York City, on January 11,2009. 

1955 William N. "Nick" Moore, textbook publisher, Riverdale, N.Y., on August 13,2008. 

1956 John A. McCague, McDonough, N.Y., on May 10,2008. McCague earned a B.S. in 1957 from the 

Engineering School. 

Victor V. Mion Jr., family business owner, Saratoga Springs, N.Y., on March 7,2009. Mion earned a 

B.S. in 1956 from the Engineering School. 

1960 Andrew J. "Jack" Paton, floorcovering consultant, Acworth, Ga., on February 20,2009. 

1962 I. Ira Mason, physician. New York City, on December 28,2008. 

1963 Stephen F. Caldwell, editor, Tucson, on March 18,2009. 

1973 Peter A. Herger, educator, visual artist and community activist, Riverdale, N.Y., on November 3, 

2008. Herger earned an M.A. in English and comparative literature in 1976 from GSAS. 

1976 Mario DiNatale, attorney, Riverside, Conn., on March 26,2009. 

1988 Shin Na, teacher and journalist, Singapore, on January 27,2009. 

complished tennis player, Waldman 

captained Columbia's varsity tennis 

team. He also played tournament 

tennis, and he and his son, Daniel, 

were a top-ranked father-son team 

for many years. Waldman married 

Law School classmate Lois Citrin 

'50L in 1951. She survives him, as 

do children Daniel, David, Michael 

and Ellen; six grandchildren; and a 

brother. 

_1 9 5 0_ 
Duncan R.J. MacLeod, retired 

CIA security officer, Arlington, 

Va., on September 7, 2008. After 

his father died of tuberculosis, 

MacLeod helped raise his broth¬ 

ers and sisters. At 17, he enlisted 

in the Army and served as a radio 

operator in Italy during WWII. 

MacLeod received the Bronze 

Star and was awarded the Purple 

Heart after being wounded at the 

Anzio beachhead in Italy. Under 

the GI Bill, he attended the Col¬ 

lege; he was the marching band's 

drum major. After graduation, 

MacLeod worked for the State De¬ 

partment processing visas in Italy. 

He joined the CIA in 1955, work¬ 

ing first at Kodak in Rochester, 

N.Y., and then in Turkey before 

being assigned to the Langley, Va., 

headquarters in 1963 and settling 

in Arlington. He retired in 1985. 

A second-generation American, 

MacLeod was a member of the 

Clan MacLeod Society of America 

and regularly participated in the 

Scottish Walk in Alexandria, Va. 

He is survived by his wife, Mar¬ 

cella; daughters. Heather, Wendy 

and Vicky; sister; two brothers; 

and four grandchildren. 

Vincent X. Smith Sr., retired s.v.p. 

of sales and marketing, Oklahoma 

City, Okla., on October 15,2008. 

Smith was bom on January 9,1923, 

in Brooklyn and raised in Queens. 

He served in the South Pacific dur¬ 

ing WWII aboard an LSM in the 

Navy. Upon leaving the service. 

Smith entered the College and grad¬ 

uated with honors with a degree 

in marketing. He married Miriam 

Elizabeth Woermann in 1947. The 

couple raised their four children 

on Long Island before moving to 

Oklahoma in 1964. Smith took over 

the sales and marketing of Little 

Giant Pump Co. and expanded it 

into all 50 states and 44 countries. 

He retired in 1992. Smith's expertise 

in global marketing garnered him 

many awards from sales and mar¬ 

keting executive associations. He 

also was a director of the District 

Export Council and a director of the 

Foreign Trade Zone for the Okla¬ 

homa Department of Commerce. 

Smith was a lector and Eucharistic 

Minister at St. Patrick's Church. He 

was predeceased by his wife in 1999 

and is survived by his daughters, 

Cheryl Nixon, Arlene Wheeler 

and her husband, Joe, and Dianne 

Brewer; son, Vincent X. Jr. and his 

wife, Ita; seven grandchildren; and 

numerous nieces and nephews. 

19 5 2 

William J. Athos, physician, St. 

Petersburg, Fla., on September 30, 

2008. Bom in 1929 in Greece, Athos 

immigrated to the United States at 

7 and grew up in New York City. 

He graduated from Stuyvesant 

H.S. and attended SUNY Down- 

state Medical Center, where he was 

elected to Alpha Omega Alpha. 

Athos completed his internship, 

residency and New York Fellow¬ 

ship at St. Luke's Hospital and 

later served as a captain in the 

Army Medical Corps and as a phy¬ 

sician to the Peace Corps Training 

Program at Columbia. Affiliated 

with St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital, 

Lenox Hill Hospital and P&S as 

an assistant clinical professor of 

medicine, Athos practiced internal 

medicine in New York City for 32 

years. He was voted one of New 
York Magazine's "Best Doctors in 

New York" and received an award 

from the Salvation Army for dis¬ 

tinguished service. He is survived 

by his wife of 51 years, Irene; 

MAY/JUNE 2009 



COLUMBIA COLLEGE TODAY OBITUARIES 

daughters Elizabeth and Jeanne 

Athos-Adler; and four grandchil¬ 

dren. Memorial contributions may 

be made to the Dr. William J. Athos 

Endowment Fund of St. Stephanos 

Church, 3600 76th St. N., St. Peters¬ 

burg, FL 33710 or Flospice of the 

Florida Suncoast, 30501st Ave. S., 

St. Petersburg, FL 33712. 

19 5 6 

Harry C. Smith, otolaryngologist, 

Los Gatos, Calif., on December 17, 

2008. Smith was bom on October 

22,1934, in Webster, Mass. He at¬ 

tended high school at Concordia 

Preparatory School for Boys in 

New York and received an athletics 

scholarship to Columbia, where 

he played football. Smith earned 

his medical degree at New York 

Medical College, interning at 

Flower and Fifth Avenue hospitals. 

In 1961, he became an Air Force 

captain, serving at Fitzsimons Hos¬ 

pital and then in the 829th Medical 

Group at Larson AFB. Smith was 

honorably discharged in 1964 and 

remained in the Air Force Reserves 

until 1967. From 1964-68, he com¬ 

pleted his residency in ENT medi¬ 

cine and surgery at the University 

of Pittsburgh Hospitals. In 1968, 

he moved to San Jose and set up a 

private practice in otolaryngology. 

Smith was primarily affiliated with 

Los Gatos Community and Good 

Samaritan Hospitals. In 1978, he 

moved his clinical practice to Los 

Gatos. Smith performed charity 

surgical missions in developing 

countries. He is survived by his 

wife, Peggy; former wife, Gloria 

Coll; son, Doug, and his wife, 

Veronice; daughters, Vanessa and 

Lisa; stepdaughters, Baylee, Brit¬ 

tany, Sarah and Emma; stepson, 

Owen; sister, Elizabeth Keegan; 

and three grandchildren. 

19 6 1 

Franklin A. Jones (known since 

1994 as Adi Da Samraj), spiritual 

teacher, writer and artist, Naitauba 

Island, Fiji, on November 27,2008. 

Samraj's lifework was the found¬ 

ing of a new spiritual way of life, 

named "Adidam." The story of 

how he prepared himself for this 

task — including his years of study 

at the College — is told in his 

spiritual autobiography. The Knee of 
Listening. Samraj wrote more than 

75 books (published and forthcom¬ 

ing). These include many spiritual 

and philosophical texts (principally. 

The Aletheon and The Dawn Horse 
Testament), a groundbreaking lit¬ 

erary trilogy (The Orpheum) and 

books on die practical aspects of 

human life (such as Easy Death, The 
Yoga of Right Diet and The Complete 
Yoga of Emotional-Sexual Life). In 

Not-Two Is Peace, he presents a radi¬ 

cal proposal for the self-conversion 

of humankind by means of a new 

Franklin A. Jones (Adi Da Samraj) '61 

global cooperative order represent¬ 

ing "everybody-all-at-once." In his 

later years, Samraj focused on creat¬ 

ing works of art intended to enable 

the viewer to enter into a "space" 

beyond all limited "points of view." 

In 2007, a solo show of Samraj's art 

was presented as one of the official 

exhibitions at the Venice Biennale. 

_1 9 6 8_ 

William A. Ward, teacher and writ¬ 

er, Ghent, N.Y., on October 5,2008. 

Bom on October 25,1946, Ward 

grew up in Niles, Mich., and gradu¬ 

ated from Lake Forest Academy in 

Illinois. He earned his undergradu¬ 

ate degree in English literature and 

then a master's in education at the 

Waldorf Institute at Adelphi. Ward 

moved to Harlemville with his fam¬ 

ily in 1976 to take a class teacher po¬ 

sition at then-fledgling Hawthorne 

Valley School, where he devoted the 

next 30 years to classroom teaching 

and to the growth and development 

of the school. A lover of art, he also 

was a prolific writer, penning poet¬ 

ry and a treasure trove of class plays 

that enjoy continuous performance 

by all the grades of Hawthorne Val¬ 

ley. Following the diagnosis of his 

illness in fall 2005, Ward embarked 

on an adventure of treatment, heal¬ 

ing and connection that culminated 

in his 2008 memoir. Traveling Light: 
Walking the Cancer Path. He leaves 

behind his wife of 38 years, Andree 

Tittle Ward; daughters, Claire and 

Rosie; one grandson; and brother, 

David. Memorials contributions 

may be made to the Children of 

the Future Fund of the Hawthorne 

Valley School. 

19 8 1 

Robert F. Conroy, retired equity 

sales and trading executive, Need¬ 

ham, Mass., on October 27,2008. 

Conroy was a member of the Li¬ 

ons football team. He is survived 

by his wife of 23 years, Sindia; 

sons, Mark, Steven and Matthew; 

mother; and five brothers. Memo¬ 

rial contributions may be made to 

a scholarship fund for underprivi¬ 

leged children established in his 

name: The Bobby Conroy Memo¬ 

rial Fund, c/o Bank of America, 

Attn.: Andrew Duffy, 1455 High¬ 

land Ave., Needham, MA 02492. 

_1 9 8 2_ 
Mark R. Griffith, journalist, Brook¬ 

lyn, N.Y., on December 18,2008. A 

producer and assignment editor 

at CBS News, which he joined in 

1985, Griffith worked in many de¬ 

partments in the news division and 

traveled the country covering ma¬ 

jor news events for The Early Show, 
Newspath and BET. His last assign¬ 

ment was working for the National 

Desk. Griffith also had worked for 

other networks and CBS Sports. 

He was v.p.-broadcast for the New 

York Association of Black Journal¬ 

ists before joining the national 

board in 1995. Griffith was on the 

NABJ board of directors until 1997, 

representing three Northeast states 

as regional director. His early work 

for the association included plan¬ 

ning local and regional events for 

the local chapter and serving on its 

scholarship committee. Nationally, 

Griffith advocated minority media 

ownership and strengthening the 

association's broadcast members, 

including co-producing its nation¬ 

al media awards ceremony. He 

helped organize the first and only 

New York City gathering of more 

than 2,000 black journalists for the 

annual convention in 1989. Griffith 

is survived by his brother, Kevin; 

and former wife, Lori. 

Emilie M. (Ast) Lemmons '90 

Emilie M. (Ast) Lemmons, jour¬ 

nalist and blogger, St. Paul, Minn., 

on December 24,2008. Lemmons 

was bom on January 16,1968, in 

Portland, Ore. She earned a de¬ 

gree in English literature from the 

College, where she was active in 

the UDC and the Ferris Reel Film 

Society, and spent part of her junior 

year in Australia, studying arts at 

the University of Melbourne. After 

graduation, Lemmons joined the 

Mississippi Teacher Corps and 

taught English at a public high 

school in Greenville, Miss. She then 

became a reporter for the Delta 

Democrat Times in Greenville, and 

later for The Catholic Spirit. Lem¬ 

mons won numerous awards from 

the Catholic Press Association of 

the United States and Canada. She 

is survived by her husband, Ste¬ 

phen; sons, Daniel and Benjamin; 

parents, Vincent and Nancy Ast; 

sisters, Mary, Susanne and Ellen 

Ast; brothers, Joseph and Stephen 

Ast; and a niece. Memorial contri¬ 

butions may be made to the Karen 

Wyckoff Rein In Sarcoma Founda¬ 

tion, Attn.: Thomas Dougherty, 

KWRISF Treasurer, 5959 Center¬ 

ville Rd., Ste 200, North Oaks, MN 

55127 or www.reininsarcoma.org. 

Friends also may visit the Face- 

book group, "In Memory of Emilie 

Lemmons," or visit her blog, which 

chronicled her life and illness: 

www.lemmondrops.blogspot.com. 

Andrew B. Greene, surgery resi¬ 

dent, Cleveland, on December 31, 

2008. Born in New York on No¬ 

vember 19,1980, Greene attended 

Scarsdale Middle and H.S. He 

earned a B.A. magna cum laude 

with honors in biochemistry and 

then an M.D. in 2006 from P&S. 

Greene was a medical researcher 

in cardiology, endocrinology, 

ophthalmology and other medi¬ 

cal disciplines at Columbia, the 

Westchester Medical Center, the 

National Institutes of Health and 

the Cleveland Clinic. His true 

passion was general surgery, 

which he practiced as a resident 

at St. Luke's-Roosevelt in New 

York and the Cleveland Clinic. 

Greene enjoyed target shooting, 

billiards and deep-sea fishing. He 

is survived by his parents, Robert 

Greene and Dianne Stillman- 

Greene; aunts; uncles; cousins; 

and fiancee, Jennifer Lee '03. 

Memorial contributions may be 

made to the College of Physicians 

& Surgeons Alumni Association, 

630 W. 168th St., New York, NY 

10032. 

Lisa Palladino 

o 
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Bookshelf 
Very Strange Bedfellows: The 

Short and Unhappy Marriage of 

Richard Nixon and Spiro Agnew 

by Jules Witcover '49. Witcover 

delves into the intrigue and back- 

stabbing that marked Nixon and 

Agnew's unlikely political union 

(PublicAffairs, $15.95). 

An Egyptian Primer To Learn To 

Read Egyptian Hieroglyphics by 

Robert Cowen Jr. ’51. Cowen has 

produced a student-friendly guide 

to Egyptian hieroglyphs, complete 

with practice exercises and lessons 

about the structure of ancient Egyp¬ 

tian civilization (http://egyptian 

primer.org, free download). 

Turning Blood Red: The Fight for 

Life in Cooley's Anemia by Dr. 
Arthur Bank '56. The author explains 

the causes of, and possible treatments 

for, this severe blood disorder (World 

Scientific Publishing Co., $39.95). 

Dancing with Bears: A Novel by 

William Borden '60. A writer work¬ 

ing on a piece about bears, accom¬ 

panied by a specialist assigned to 

aid him in his research, encounters 

not just bears but strange happen¬ 

ings and enigmatic women in this 

fictional drama (Livingston Press, 

The University of West Alabama, 

$16.95). 

New York State Society of the Cin¬ 

cinnati: Histories of New York Reg¬ 

iments of the Continental Army by 

Frank Sypher '63. Histories of each 

New York regiment that fought in 

the Revolutionary War, along with 

many other historical details about 

the Revolution (New York State 

Society of the Cincinnati, $200). 

Against Joie de Vivre: Personal 

Essays by Phillip Lopate '64. In this 

collection of short pieces, Lopate 

reflects on childhood memories, 

modem life and the art of the essay 

(Bison Books, $18.95). 

Two Marriages by Phillip Lopate 
'64. The author's focus in these two 

novellas is the complexity of mar¬ 

riage and the ways in which out¬ 

side factors can alter the dynamics 

of romantic relationships (Other 

Press, $24.95). 

Le Corbusier: A Life by Nicholas Fox 
Weber '69. Weber's biography ex¬ 

plores the personal and political life 

of Le Corbusier, a Swiss-born de¬ 

signer and engineer who pioneered 

a socially conscious modernist 

movement in European architecture 

during the early 1900s (Knopf, $45). 

The Burden of the Past: Martin 

Walser on Modern German 

Identity by Thomas Kovach 71 and 

Martin Walser. The authors analyze 

several of Walser's writings about 

the difficulties of defining German 

identity in the wake of the Holo¬ 

caust (Camden House, $29.95). 

The Best American Science and 

Nature Writing 2008 edited by 

Jerome Groopman 72 and Tim Folger. 
Groopman and Folger have se¬ 

lected the year's most interesting 

articles about natural phenomena 

and scientific research (Mariner 

Books, $14). 

New York Nocturne: The City 

After Dark in Literature, Painting, 

and Photography 1850-1950 by 

William Chapman Sharpe 73. During 

the 19th and early 20th centuries, 

gas lamps and electrical lighting 

altered the landscape of New York 

City after dark, literally and figu¬ 

ratively. Sharpe outlines the ways 

in which these innovations were 

manifested in the work of artists 

and authors, including Whitman, 

Hopper and O'Keeffe (Princeton 

University Press, $35). 

The Enemy Combatant Papers: 

American Justice, the Courts, 

and the War on Terror by Karen J. 
Greenberg and Joshua L. Dratel 78. 
Using five recent high-profile legal 

battles as case studies, the authors 

explore the complexities presented, 

and the compromises necessitated, 

by questions of national security in 

the modem era (Cambridge Uni¬ 

versity Press, $85). 

The Oxford Handbook of Corpo¬ 

rate Social Responsibility edited 

by Donald S. Siegel '81 et al. Siegel 

and his fellow editors have com¬ 

piled 28 articles about the ethical 

and practical concerns that modem 

corporations must weigh when 

dealing with questions of social 

accountability (Oxford University 

Press, $150). 

Beyond the Final Score: The Poli¬ 

tics of Sport in Asia by Victor D. 
Cha '83. Cha details the political 

implications of the 2008 Beijing 

Olympic Games for China and 

the world (Columbia University 

Press, $27.95). 

Sweet Land of Liberty: The For¬ 

gotten Struggle for Civil Rights 

in the North by Thomas J. Sugrue 
'84. The author recounts the key 

events that marked the civil rights 

struggles of the American North 

(Random House, $35). 

The Upper West Side by Michael 
V. Susi '85. Susi has collected 

hundreds of postcards from the 

early 1900s, all featuring images 

of New York's Upper West Side 

and accompanied by explanatory 

descriptions and historical notes 

(Arcadia Publishing, $21.99). 

All You Can Eat: How Hungry Is 

America? by Joel Berg '86. The au¬ 

thor suggests ways to provide im¬ 

mediate alleviation and long-term 

solutions to the problem of hunger 

among children and families in the 

United States (Seven Stories Press, 

$22.95). 

Auras by Douglas Nordfors '88. The 

poet writes about his childhood 

experiences with an adult's under¬ 

standing of the world (Plain View 

Press, $14.95). 

Inside the Apple: A Streetwise 

History of New York City by Mi¬ 
chelle Nevius '91 and James Nevius. 
Nevius and her husband, longtime 

New York City tour guides, de¬ 

scribe the city's most fascinating 

sites in a historical context (Free 

Press, $16.95). 

Scraping By: Wage Labor, 

Slavery, and Survival in Early 

Baltimore by Seth Rockman '93. 
Rockman chronicles the lives 

of low-wage laborers and the 

consequences of joblessness in 

Baltimore during the 18th and 

19th centuries (The Johns Hopkins 

University Press, $50). 
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Jennifer Baszile ’91 Teaches History Through Memoir 

Jennifer Baszile '91 came to Columbia with 
a deep interest in history and left with the 
intention of becoming a career historian. 

After graduating from the College, she received 
her Ph.D. from Princeton and joined the faculty 
at Yale. The first black woman to teach in the 
university's history department, she also was 
an assistant professor of American and African- 
American studies. Despite her success, Baszile's 
work made her aware of the fact that life as a 
professional academic could not fully satisfy her 
historical curiosity. "I realized that, as much as 
the questions I was asking were intellectual, they 
also were personal," she says of her frustrations. 

Baszile's fascination with history had not dimin¬ 
ished when, in 2007, she left her teaching position in 
order to devote more of her time to writing. Her deci¬ 
sion arose from the realization that her professional 
and personal interests could be better explored 
outside of a classroom setting. "I was telling other 
people's stories, but I wasn't confronting or engag¬ 
ing with my own," Baszile explains. "Writing full-time 
gave me the flexibility to teach in a different way." 

Two years after her departure from Yale, 
Baszile's new approach to teaching history has 
taken the form of a memoir, The Black Girl Next 
Door: A Memoir (Princeton University Press, 
2009). Baszile draws on her recollections of life 
in Southern California during the 1970s and '80s — a period of 
transition, when integration had become part of America's official 
legal policy, yet racial discrimination, both individual and institu¬ 
tionalized, persisted as a societal reality. As one of the only black 
children living in Palos Verdes Estates, an affluent suburb of Los 
Angeles, Baszile was in a unique social position. From a histori¬ 
cal standpoint, however, she stresses that, in some respects, her 
experience was shared with an entire generation. "The book is 
really about that period in American life when integration was 
made real by children, black and white," she says. 

in writing about her childhood, Baszile attempts to bring the 
integration experience, and the widespread historical phenom¬ 
ena that accompanied it, into clearer focus for her readers, 
avoiding textbook generalities and instead providing detailed 
examples drawn from her adolescent friendships, family trips 
and high school dates. She explains that an individual memoir 
can be a useful instructive tool because it allows readers to un¬ 
derstand historical events from a new perspective and thus to 
relate to them in a new way. "I think that the power of personal 
history is that it creates a connection between the reader and 
the author's experience," Baszile says. 

In accordance with her goal of illustrating 
history through individual relationships, Baszile 
devotes much of her memoir to describing 
how the combination of economic privilege 
and social backwardness that characterized 
life in Palos Verdes Estates affected her fam¬ 
ily's experiences as well as her own. Her par¬ 
ents, she explains, felt an enormous burden 
to contribute to their daughter's success, 
yet often were conflicted about how best to 
guide her, in part because her situation dif¬ 
fered so much, in terms of both the struggles 
and the opportunities it presented, from 

what they had experienced while growing up. 
As a result, Baszile remembers getting mixed 
signals from her family about their expecta¬ 
tions regarding how she should behave, includ¬ 
ing what friends she ought to have and which 
boys she was allowed to date. In one episode 
from the book, Baszile's parents became upset 
with her while on a vacation cruise because 
she had not socialized with any black children 
on the ship. Baszile, who had never before been 
told to choose her friends based on race, was 
confused. 

One parental message that Baszile received 
consistently was the necessity of academic dili¬ 
gence. She obeyed her family's wishes, though she 
often felt stifled and exhausted by her efforts and, 

as a teenager, began to fantasize about moving as far as possible 
from her childhood home. It was this desire to experience life 
outside California, combined with her academic and extracurricu¬ 
lar achievements, that led Baszile to apply to Columbia. 

She remembers her time at the College as a period of profound 
change. "I chose the school because it was my best interview, and 
because l fell in love with the campus immediately," Baszile recalls. 
Having gone from the claustrophobic world of Palos Verdes Estates 
to the enormity of Manhattan, she was determined to take full 
advantage of Columbia, the surrounding city and the opportuni¬ 
ties presented by both. She was inspired by the Dewitt Clinton 
Professor of History Eric Foner '63, '69 GSAS and professor of his¬ 
tory Barbara Fields, whose lecture course "History of the South" 
first made Baszile want to become a historian. 

The impact of the College on Baszile's life was so great, in 
fact, that she chose to conclude her memoir with her admission 
to the College. "My troubles with integration certainly didn't end 
with Columbia," she says, "but they shifted so radically that it 
felt like the right place to end the book." 

Grace Laidlaw '11 

The Macrophenomenal Pro Basket¬ 

ball Almanac Styles, Stats, and Stars 

in Today's Game by Adam Waytz 
'03 et al. Waytz, along with the other 

members of FreeDarko, a Web-based 

group of basketball-loving intellectu¬ 

als, offers readers in-depth statistics 

and insights into the outsized per¬ 

sonalities of the game's most famous 

players (Bloomsbury USA, $23). 

Legal: The First 21 Years by Jona¬ 
than Walton '08. Walton incorpo¬ 

rates the themes of social justice 

and religious faith into this book of 

poetry (Tate Publishing and Enter¬ 

prises, $16.99). 

Breeding: A Partial History of 

the Eighteenth Century by Jenny 
Davidson, associate professor of 
English and comparative literature. 
Davidson examines the interrela¬ 

tion of theories about biology, 

social stratification and human 

perfectibility during the Enlight¬ 

enment (Columbia University 

Press, $32.50). 

The Almanac of New York City 

edited by Kenneth Jackson, the Jacques 
Barzun Professor in History and the 
Social Sciences, and Fred Kameny. 
The authors have gathered a wealth 

of New York facts and statistics, 

including crime rates, real estates 

costs and voter turnout records 

from each of the five boroughs 

(Columbia University Press, $19.95). 

Melancholy Order: Asian Migra¬ 

tion and the Globalization of 

Borders by Adam M. McKeown, 
associate professor of history. McK¬ 

eown posits that border control 

in Asia is inextricably linked with 

issues of globalization as well 

as economic and cultural power 

structures (Columbia University 

Press, $32.50). 

Grace Laidlaw ’ll 

a 
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Dr. Leo Rangell '33 writes: "I haven't 

written much here over the years, 

but since our ranks are becoming 

thinner, and we are approaching the 

head, i.e., the oldest, on the alumni 

lists, I feel the need to speak up 

and perhaps represent my class. I 

welcome news from all others. 

"I have been the honorary presi¬ 

dent of my professional discipline, 

the International Psychoanalytic 

Association, for some 15 years and 

am still freshly ensconced within 

all its arguments and debates. I 

have published a number of recent 

books. I am 95, have many grand¬ 

children and great-grandchildren, 

with the usual number of peaks 

and agonies. It has been a great life, 

and these are the dizziest of times. 

I love Columbia, and wish I could 

enter it again and do more than I 

knew to do as a kid. 

"My next book will be coming 

out in about July, by Kamac in 

London. Its title is Music in the Head: 
Living at the Brain-Mind Border. 

"There is no retirement plan. I 

practice, write, teach and present. 

That's what keeps the cerebral 

blood flowing. 

"Congratulations to all of us on 

our first Columbia President in 

Washington, D.C. 

"My love and best wishes to those 

before and the many after my time." 

[Editor's note: To read more about 

Rangell, see CCTs 2006 profile: 

www.college.columbia.edu / cct_ 

archive/mayjun06/updatesl.php.] 

Bram Cavin '37 passed away 

in February in New York at 92. 

He served in the Army Air Corps 

in WWII and was an editor who 

persuaded Claude Brown to write 

Manchild in the Promised Land. He 

is survived by his wife of 62 years, 

Ruth; their children, Anthony '77, 

Emily and Nora; and grandchil¬ 

dren Remedios Arguello and 

Abraham Cavin. Donations can be 

made to the Edna L. Roker Social 

Adult Day Center in White Plains, 

N.Y., or Doctors Without Borders. 

[Editor's note: See Obituaries.] 

David Perlman '39, '40J chimes 

in, "I'm 90 but work full-time as 

science editor of the San Francisco 
Chronicle. My stuff is online by 

searching my name on our Web 

site, www.sfgate.com. Favorite 

subjects: controversies such as 

evolution (natch! It's Darwin 

day today) and climate change; 

also paleoanthropology — nice 

job, I get to travel — Ethiopia for 

hominid fossil hunting recently; 

planetary missions such as Mars, 

Europa, Saturn, Titan and so on; 

and earth sciences (natch!). We're 

in earthquake country, and the big 

one will come any day or any year! 

I used to cover medical stories but 

no more, thank the Lord and our 

managing editor — it was always 

new hope or no hope. 

"I'm certainly proud that I 

can claim our new President as a 

fellow alumnus after eight woeful 

years with a Yalie." 

Seth Neugroschl 

1349 Lexington Ave. 

New York, NY 10028 

sn23@columbia.edu 

Please send me news about your¬ 

self, your family, your accomplish¬ 

ments or anything else you'd like 

to share with the class. You also 

may send your news to Class 

Notes Editor, Columbia College To¬ 
day, Columbia Alumni Center, 622 

W. 113th St., MC 4530, New York, 

NY 10025 or to cct@columbia.edu. 

I Robert Zucker 

29 The Birches 

I Roslyn, NY 11576 

rzucker@optonline.net 

Charles Plotz chimes in: "Our class 

was distinguished not only for the 

great Ted de Bary, who helped 

spread Confucianism to the world 

as our provost, but several promi¬ 

nent physicians — Harry Mellins, 

professor of radiology at Harvard; 

Bemie Winkler, director of neu¬ 

rosurgery in New Jersey; Herman 

Steinberg, distinguished New 

York gastroenterologist (whose 

daughter, a roommate at Princeton 

of my daughter-in-law, Cathy 

Klion, is Mrs. Howard Dean); and 

I, who became an internationally 

famous rheumatologist. My career 

has taken me from dinner in the 

Afghan desert with a warlord to 

marching at Selma with Dr. King, 

from the ruined chateau of the 

Marquis de Sade to the Malaysian 

jungle, from Israel to Saudi Arabia 

and Lebanon (a long journey in¬ 

deed). My wife of 63 years, Lucille 

'47 Barnard, and I have covered 

many of the hot spots of the world. 

"One of our great occasions was 

attending the Columbia College 

graduation of our grandson, David 

'06. His father, our son, Tom '75, 

and I were guests of President Lee 

C. Bollinger. Our family is Colum¬ 

bia through and through, starting 

with my father, who entered P&S 

in the 19th century, and continu¬ 

ing now to the 21st. Distinguished 

family members have included my 

cousin, Dick Hofstadter '42 GSAS; 

Lionel Trilling '25; and many 

others. It is a great tradition from 

which to come. 

"I speak occasionally to some 

of our classmates — Gene 

Sosin, Bernie Winkler, Harry 

Mellins [Editor's note: Mellins 

passed away on January 22. See 

Obituaries.] for instance — but 

miss what used to be our annual 

get-togethers at Arden House. I 

understand that some of the still- 

able members meet for lunch oc¬ 

casionally, but, I suppose because 

we live in Brooklyn Heights, a 

river away from Manhattan, I 

have never been invited to one of 

these. I'd interrupt my still-busy 

work schedule to get to one!" 

Louis Cohn-Haft sent a note to 

the class as well: "As one of the ever- 

dwindling band of '41 survivors, I 

feel (as I crawl toward my 90th later 

this year) the urge to get in touch. 

I managed to make it to our 50th 

reunion, away from my wife and my 

retirement in Tuscany, but have since 

had no contact. 

"After 3 Vi years in the Army, 

which I spent teaching air naviga¬ 

tion to already-commissioned air 

navigators at a base in South Caro¬ 

lina, my working life was spent 

teaching ancient Greek and Roman 

history for 34 years at Smith, an 

ever-renewing cadre of 2,000 

young women aged 18-22, a hard¬ 

ship post if ever there was one. 

"I am generally in good health 

but suffer the demoralizing effect 

of 'manageable' but constant 

pain — from the usual lower back, 

sciatic, shoulder and so forth, 

joints. Happily, my head is still in 

pretty good working order. But 

alas, it's three years now since I've 

had to give up my longtime pas¬ 

sion, golf. At one time, I proudly 

made it down to a 9 handicap, but 

over time, I traveled the downhill 

path, not only handicap-wise, but 

also from carrying to pull cart to 

car. Where, other than on the golf 

course, can one find the pleasures 

of walking on grass, chatting with 

friends, occasionally sinking a putt 

and once in a while, hearing the 

click of a perfectly hit shot? 

"From an earlier marriage, to 

Athena Capraro '41 Barnard, I have 

three children and four grandchil¬ 

dren. Married now for 34 years 

to Betty Schlerman, I have two 

stepchildren and three step-grand- 

children. It has not been a hard life." 

The next time you step on cam¬ 

pus, check out Isadore "Iz" Dia¬ 

mond's papers at Columbiana, the 

Columbia University Archives. Iz's 

family donated his papers from his 

time at the College, including the 

scripts of his four Varsity Shows, 
to Columbia. After graduating, 

Iz went on to co-write such Billy 

Wilder classics as Some Like It Hot 
and The Apartment, for which he 

won an academy award. He died 

in 1988. 

I'm sad to report the passing of 

Werner Wiskari, a former foreign 

correspondent and editor at The 
New York Times, and David Kagon, 

a lawyer who attained fame 

representing Lee Marvin in his 

"palimony" case. 

42 
Melvin Hershkowitz 

3 Regency Plaza, 

Apt. 1001-E 

Providence, RI02903 

DRMEL23@cox.net 

I regret to report that our Alumni 

Office notified me on February 20 

of the death of Carl Bauman Jr. on 

September 4,2008. Carl was a re¬ 

tired U.S. Customs inspector. I did 

not know him at Columbia, and 

he was evidently camera-shy, as 

his photograph is not in our 1942 

Columbian. On behalf of our class, I 

send condolences to Carl's family 

and welcome any additional infor¬ 

mation they might like to send to 

me for further comment in a future 

issue of CCT. 

Arthur Graham reported on 

February 22 that he and his wife, 

Ruth, are enrolled in a mini-Core 

course of Lit Hum at Columbia, 

and, as he said, "after 60 years, 

reading Oedipus, St. Augustine's 

Confessions and the essays of Mon¬ 

taigne." Ruth retired as a financial 

portfolio manager in September 

(before much of the downhill 

debacle) and will join Arthur on 

an Elbe River cruise from Berlin to 

Prague this month. Arthur, always 

one of our most loyal alumni, is 

chugging along on all cylinders as 

president of the Columbia Club of 

Westchester and as a board mem¬ 

ber of the Society of Columbia 

Graduates. 

Old friend Dr. Fred Spannaus 

called me on February 23 from 

Austin, Texas, where he has been 
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living for two years. Fred also 

was my classmate at NYU School 

of Medicine, Class of 1945, and I 

was delighted to hear from him. 

After medical school and a brief 

internship, Fred, like so many of 

us, trained at the Army Medical 

Field Service School in Fort Sam 

Houston, Texas, before overseas 

assignment in the Philippines. 

On Luzon, Fred was one of two 

medical officers in charge of a 

large Japanese POW camp, with 

30,000 prisoners and an adjacent 

hospital. After 17 months on 

Luzon, Fred returned to civilian 

life in Danbury, Conn., where his 

family had roots. From 1949-65, 

he had a general medical practice 

in Danbury, with emphasis on 

obstetrics and emergency room 

services, after which he moved to 

Derby, Conn., where he was chief 

of emergency services at the local 

hospital for 20 years. 

In medical school at NYU, Fred 

and I often had lunch in Teddy* * * * * * 7 s 

Luncheonette on Second Avenue at 

27th Street, a friendly place where 

Teddy would take my horse-racing 

bets to send to the local bookie (this 

was long before the legal establish¬ 

ment of Off Track Betting Parlors 

in New York City). Teddy's is long 

gone. In its place stands a huge 

housing complex. 

Fred retired in 1994. After his 

wife died in 1999, he moved to 

Roxbury, Conn., before his depar¬ 

ture for Texas. One of Fred's three 

children, a son, lives near him in 

Austin. Fred tells me he has eight 

grandchildren and four great¬ 

grandchildren. When younger, he 

was a skilled ski enthusiast and 

for 20 years was a member of the 

National Ski Patrol in Connecticut. 

Fred signed off by saying he was 

proud to be a Columbia alumnus 

and happy to have been a student 

at NYU School of Medicine, which 

produced so many distinguished 

physicians, including Dr. Jonas 

Salk and Dr. Albert Sabin, whose 

work created the poliomyelitis 

vaccines. 

Several classmates keep in 

touch with me via e-mail, phone 

calls and sometimes a regular mail 

envelope with comments and 

clippings from the wider world. I 

am grateful for these contacts with 

Bob Kaufman (Scarsdale, N.Y.), 

Dr. Gerry Klingon (NYC and East 

Hampton, N.Y.), Don Mankie- 

wicz (Monrovia, Calif.), Dr. Bill 

Robbins (Grand Island, Fla.) and 

Dr. Art Wellington (Elmira, N.Y.). 

I would like to enlarge this list, 

so please get in touch with me 

at your convenience with news 

about yourselves, your families 

and anything else you might like 

to say to our classmates and to the 

other alumni who read this excel¬ 

lent publication. 

Connie Maniatty 

Citi 

650 5th Ave., 24th Floor 

New York, NY 10019 

connie.s.maniatty@ 

dtigroup.com 

In connection with the 50th anni¬ 

versary celebration of Thelonious 

Monk's historic Town Hall concert 

in February, Orrin Keepnews, of 

Spectator fame, was interviewed by 

The New York Times, NPR and other 

media outlets. Orrin recorded the 

historic concert for his Riverside 

record label. [Editor's note: CCT 

profiled Keepnews in November 

2004: www.college.columbia.edu/ 

cct_archive/nov04/ features2.php.J 

Please send information about 

your lives, accomplishments, 

families, travels or anything else 

you want to share. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Jennifer Freely 

jf226l@columbia.edu 

212-851-7438 

DEVELOPMENT Yvonne Pagan 

yv23@columbia.edu 

212-851-7446 

Henry Rolf Hecht 

Yi wA I 11 Evergreen PI. 

HU Demarest,NJ 07627 

hrhl5@columbia.edu 

Last chance to sign up for our 65th 

reunion, which will be only a few 

weeks away when you receive 

this. I notice we're tire oldest anni¬ 

versary class listed, so they may not 

expect enough of us to be around 

to partidpate in 2014. Anyway, let 

as many of us as can get together to 

make this a memorable occasion. 

Special notice: If you entered 

with '44 way back in September 

1940 but did not graduate in '44, 

we'd like you to join us — espe- 

dally on Saturday, June 6, but also 

for any other events you'd care to 

share with us. 

And all offidal '44 members: If 

you know of any former class¬ 

mates, please pass this invitation 

along. 

Our 65th reunion will be held 

Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 

7. There will be chances to catch 

shows on Broadway and tours of 

museums, but there also will be 

events designed for us to catch up 

with our classmates. Friday night 

will feature a Class of '44 cocktail 

reception. Then, on Saturday, 

there will be lunch, a wine tasting, 

dinner and an all-class Starlight 

Reception on campus. 

As of mid-February, Oscar 

(Bud) Harkavy, who spends half 

the year in Boynton Beach, Fla., 

reported, "I play octogenarian ten¬ 

nis and golf, contribute whimsical 

prose to a writers' group, sort mail 

and exchange theater tickets." 

He faces two 65th events in 

June, but fortunately they take 

place back to back, so we hope 

to see him and his wife, Fran, at 

our reunion at Momingside. The 

following week comes another 

65th (in fact, it looks like a double 

65th): the 65th reunion of the 65th 

Army Air Force Technical Train¬ 

ing Unit. This involves survivors 

of a one-year pre-meteorology 

program at Amherst that ran from 

January 1943 to January 1944. Bud 

describes it as" the most rigorous 

and satisfying academic year of my 

life. We were taken from college al¬ 

gebra to advanced calculus in one 

year of six-day-a-week classes, plus 

an equal number of supervised 

homework sessions; plus physics, 

vector mechanics, geography, a 

history course by an expert on 

the WWI Battle of Jutland and an 

English course devoted to 'The 

Education of Henry Adams.' " 

As so often in affairs military, 

the sequel was less inspiring: 

"When the course was over, the 

Air Force decided it had enough 

meteorologists. Some of us went on 

to communication cadet school at 

Yale and then a few of us received 

classified training in radar at MIT. 

Finally, I was sent to an air base in 

the south of France, where I ran 

a laundry, then a motor pool and 

finally became acting base com¬ 

munications officer, with little to 

do until being shipped home." 

Looks like ample reminiscences 

for two reunions. 

45 
Clarence W. Sickles 

57 Bam Owl Dr. 

Hackettstown, NJ 07840 

csickles@goes.com 

Editor's note: CCT thanks Clarence 

W. Sickles, who is stepping down 
after 21 years of service as class cor¬ 
respondent. His contributions have 
benefitted his classmates, this maga¬ 
zine and the College. Please send your 
Class Notes to Class Notes Editor, 
Columbia College Today, Columbia 
Alumni Center, 622 W. 113th St., MC 
4530, New York, NY 10025, or e-mail 
cct@columbia.edu. 

Bertram J. Malenka of Belmont, 

Mass., was a professor of theo¬ 

retical physics at Northeastern in 

Boston. Tennis is his fun activity, 

and his hobby is collecting Native 

American, Japanese and African art, 

and visiting museums. His wife, 

Ruth, has a master's from Teachers 

College. His son David is an M.D. 

and a professor of medicine at 

Dartmouth. His son Robert also is 

an M.D., a Ph.D. and a professor of 

psychiatry and behavioral science at 

Stanford. Special faculty remem¬ 

brances are lectures by Mark Van 

Doren, Margaret Mead and Willis 

Lamb. 

Bertram majored in math, 

commuted from Brooklyn and 

spent three years in the service. 

An interesting remembrance is a 

Contemporary Civilization final 

exam when students were given 

10 questions with four being part 

of the exam. Bertram and nine stu¬ 

dents each prepared one question 

and shared information with each 

other, getting an A. It was a good 

learning process. 

Warren Saunders, of Houston, 

celebrated his 60th anniversary with 

his wife, Bea, last June. They partied 

in St. Louis with their three sons 

and daughter, 14 grandchildren and 

two great-grandchildren. Professors 

Church, Von Nardoff and Emick 

were special faculty remembrances. 

Meeting President Nicholas Murray 

Butler (Class of 1882) and receiving 

a four-year merit scholarship in 

1941 by the dean were college high¬ 

lights. Warren was on the freshman 

tennis team as a sophomore and 

captained the team the following 

year. He played golf as a senior and 

took part in intramural sports on 

South Field. Some friends at Co¬ 

lumbia were Bruce Dunbar, Dick 

Freund '47, Bob Grill, Carl Sandin 

and Howie Weinberg. Columbia 

was a great experience for Warren, 

enhanced by more than three years 

in the Army. He started in 1943 and 

earned the rank of first lieutenant. 

In a recent article about college 

fundraising, Columbia ranked 

third in success after Stanford and 

Harvard. In these tough economic 

times, that is good news. 

If I have left out any information 

from questionnaires respondents 

sent to me, it is because I can¬ 

not read the handwriting. May I 

request you type your responses 

on the computer following the 

information categories. I am grate¬ 

ful for information submitted and 

want to print all that you send. 

I regret to inform you of the 

deaths of Nicholas Antoszyk Jr., 

retired physician from Charlotte, 

N.C., on November 3, and David 

R. Coveil Jr., minister from Lenox, 

Mass., on November 26. 

Honorees this time are Donald 

T. Kasprzak of Plattsburgh, N.Y., 

Spurgeon M. Keeny of Washing¬ 

ton, D.C., and Robert A. Keisman 

of Philadelphia. May we hear from 

or about these honorees? 

46 
Bernard Sunshine 

255 Overlook Rd. 

New Rochelle, NY 10804 

bsuns@optonline.net 

I received 50 replies to the question¬ 

naire circulated earlier this year, a 

25 percent response. Direct mail 

experts say the normal percent 
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return is in the single digits, so this 

is considered a good response. It 

would have been great if there were 

more, but political pollsters make 

prognostications and form judg¬ 

ments using even smaller percent¬ 

age samplings. 

The questions were wide-ranging, 

and I will report other segments of 

the survey in future Class Notes. 

Those reporting, for the most 

part, demonstrate vigor and energy, 

continuing to work in their chosen 

fields and doing heavy duty volun¬ 

teer work. Almost half continue to 

work full- or part-time in their voca¬ 

tion. Of those actively engaged, 45 

percent are in medicine and related 

fields. This statistic is consistent 

with a 1961 survey that revealed 43 

percent in medicine. Science / engi¬ 

neering and law each are 14 percent 

of "working" replies. Academics, 

the arts and business complete the 

professional categories in lesser 

numbers. Interestingly, there were 

some late career changes, such as 

medicine to law and advocacy, 

writer/editor to full-time artist. 

Twenty-seven replies listed 

volunteer activities that include 

community, teaching and religious 

projects. Of these, 60 percent are 

retired but 40 percent are working 

and make time to volunteer. 

The political sands have shifted 

since 1961, when two of three class¬ 

mates were registered Republicans. 

Now, eight are Republicans (one of 

six), 17 are Democrats and 7 are in¬ 

dependents. Six declared no party 

affiliation and 10 did not reply 

to the question. Comments were 

added to some of the responses: 

A Will Rogers quote: "I am not 

affiliated with any organized 

political party, that is to say, I am a 

Democrat." 

"Was Republican, became Inde¬ 

pendent." 

"Never vote straight ticket." 

"Bleeding heart liberal." 

"Fiscal conservative and social 

liberal — whichever strikes me as 

cogent." 

Eighty-three percent of the res¬ 

ponders are married, the rest 

widowers, single or divorced. On 

average, we have three children 

and five grandchildren. Twenty- 

five great-grandchildren were 

reported, too few for a meaningful 

average, but in all likelihood, this 

will change significantly in the next 

three to five years. 

The next CCT will carry more on 

the class survey. 

John McConnell is a faithful 

correspondent from Post Falls, 

Idaho, and expressed his apprecia¬ 

tion for the '46 Class Notes. Fie 

underwent neurosurgery after a 

mishap in July '08 and has been go¬ 

ing through a long rehabilitation. 

We send our best wishes to John. 

Bernard Goldman in Lakewood, 

Colo., expressed regrets for not be¬ 

ing at the class luncheon reported in 

the January/February CCT. It was 

held at the Rubin Museum of Art, 

which features art treasures from 

countries in the Flimalayas. Bemie 

wrote, "I was especially intrigued 

by the venue because I am a docent 

at the Bradford Washburn Ameri¬ 

can Mountaineering Museum, and 

a good part of it is concerned with 

the Himalayas." 

With sadness, I report the 

passing of Carlo D. Celia Jr., a 

loyal and active member of our 

class. [Editor's note: An obituary 

is scheduled for the July /August 

issue.] 

47 
Bert Sussman 

155 W. 68th St., Apt. 27D 

New York, NY 10023 

shirbrt@nyc.rr.com 

Egon Week traveled with his wife 

not too many months ago and 

shared this candid and fascinating 

report: 

"Our trip to Egypt got off on the 

wrong foot with an Egypt Air Busi¬ 

ness Class flight to Cairo, which is 

hardly a step ahead of tourist on 

another airline — what's more, 

Egypt Air does not serve alcoholic 

beverages. 

"With 80 million souls in Egypt 

and 17 million in Cairo alone (more 

than 90 percent Muslim, the rest 

Coptic Christian, Catholic, etc.), it's 

a non-sectarian country, although 

the call to prayer intones five times 

daily beginning at 5 a.m., boosted 

by electronic amplification. 

"Our Catholic guide said there 

are only 150 Jewish families left, 

all in Alexandria and engaged in 

the diamond trade. Egypt is clearly 

overpopulated, and outside the cit¬ 

ies people are packed into narrow 

strips of green alongside the Nile. 

"The Egyptians are honest and 

super-friendly with thumbs up ev¬ 

erywhere for Obama. There were 

no signs of pickpockets — we've 

been robbed on visits to London 

and Rome — but importuning 

merchants were in your face al¬ 

most everywhere. One dashed out 

of his shop, accosted my wife and 

declared, 'I don't know what you 

want, but I've got it.' 

"We were in a group of 12 on 

Overseas Adventure Travel. Our 

fellow travelers were ardent shop¬ 

pers seemingly willing to match 

the cost of the trip with the cost of 

the loot they brought home. 

"But to witness the sweep of 

ancient Egyptian historic remnants, 

such as the relocated Abu Simbel, 

was worth the trip. Those 3,000 

years of incestuous pharaohs and 

their panoply of gods was some¬ 

thing else. 

"And yes, Virginia, we did ride 

on camels without falling off. 

"I'd like to point my classmates 

to a Web site to view my 300-plus 

photographs. But I haven't set that 

up yet so it will have to await a later 

posting. For now, I can say, 'Go to 

Egypt, but not on Egypt Air.'" 

I feel that some of our classmates 

may not be familiar with the Abu 

Simbel site, so I add the following 

brief note: More than 3,000 years 

ago, the Pharaoh Ramses ordered 

the building of two temples side 

by side, each carved out of a solid 

rock cliff facing the Nile in southern 

Egypt, each entrance marked by a 

67-foot-high rock statue. 

Rooms extended deep into the 

cliff for 185 feet. And two days a 

year (October 20 and February 20) 

the morning sun shines deep inside 

directly into the sanctuary, spotlight¬ 

ing the farthest wall of statues. 

In 1967, when the Aswan Dam 

threatened to create a lake cover¬ 

ing the entrances, the Egyptian 

Government, with UNESCO help, 

ordered the giant entrance statues 

carefully cut into moveable sec¬ 

tions, as well as the statuary inside 

the interior temples, carved new 

interior spaces and reassembled 

the whole thing 200 feet higher up 

on the same cliff! 

The seamless engineering work 

was done by an Italian firm. Abu 

Simbel originally took much more 

time than the Italians took. It was 

completed in 20 years, ending in 

1224 B.C. by Ramses II, probably 

the greatest of the pharaohs. 

Allen Brower sent a historic 

memory of 1944 life in Hastings 

Hall at Union Theological Seminary. 

Living on the sixth and seventh 

floors presented a poignant chal¬ 

lenge: no elevator. It was explained 

to the Columbians temporarily 

shuffled there that the original 

bequest for Hastings Hall stipu¬ 

lated there be no elevator, for "if as 

seminarians they were unwilling 

to walk up the stairs, they would 

similarly be unwilling to discharge 

adequately their pastoral duties 

once ordained." 

"Those of us from out of town 

who began as freshmen in July 1944 

were initially placed on two floors 

of Livingston Hall, with the Navy 

V-12 recruits on floors above and 

below us. Shortly after arriving, we 

were sent to Hastings and stayed 

there till the end of September 1944, 

when we returned to Livingston, 

and remained there until gradu¬ 

ating. The wartime accelerated 

academic schedule set by the Navy 

resulted in a final intensive 14 

months in which four semesters 

were completed, and I became a 

member of the Class of 1947. 

"After graduating in June, 

I continued to study electrical 

engineering, receiving a B.S. in 

1948 and an M.S. in 1950 [from the 

Engineering School], I married a 

Barnard girl from Texas in the Co¬ 

lumbia Chapel the morning after 

her 1949 graduation. We have three 

children and seven grandchildren, 

all living within 10 miles of our 

home. After getting my M.S., I 

went to work at General Electric 

in Schenectady, N.Y., and enjoyed 

a satisfying career in engineering 

and engineering management until 

retiring in 1989. I've been active in 

the community through the years: 

a member of the board of educa¬ 

tion, two library boards, a human 

services agency board and a church 

board, and served as president of 

each. What's to complain about?" 

Durham Caldwell 

15 Ashland Ave. 

Springfield, MA 01119 

durham-c@att.net 

Franklyn Newmark '53 P&S' 

change of careers brought an 

unexpected bounty to his wife. File. 

Frank was an allergy specialist in 

Lakewood, Colo., and taught at the 

University of Colorado's Health 

Sciences Center. Then he signed up 

to be a civilian physician with the 

Army and, with Elle, spent seven 

years in Stuttgart, Germany. Op¬ 

portunities for travel were plentiful, 

and the Newmarks took advantage 

of them. Elle was especially drawn 

to Venice. She moved from a career 

as a commercial writer into short 

stories. Then she went on to a novel. 

The Book of Unholy Mischief, set in 

the Venice of the Renaissance. 

After an unusual promotional 

campaign, Elle landed a publisher, 

Atria Books, recognition as Book of 

the Year by a publishers' associa¬ 

tion in Italy and a contract for a 

second novel, this one to be set 

in India at the time of the British 

Raj and during the 1947 partition. 

Elle was off to India in March to 

research the new book, with Frank 

accompanying her. The proud 

husband makes it clear that his No. 

1 task at the moment is keeping 

things sorted out at home so Elle 

can concentrate on her writing. 

When they're not on a book tour 

or traveling for research or plea¬ 

sure, Frank and Elle live in Valley 

Center, Calif. There's also another 

dimension to their global minded¬ 

ness: The Newmarks sponsor a 

foster child in Nepal and another 

in Bangladesh. 

Roger LaGassie studied piano 

at Juilliard at the same time he was 

prepping at Columbia to be an 

engineer, eventually giving it up 

"rather than becoming a starving 

musician." He became a chemi¬ 

cal engineer in Cleveland then 

embarked on 30 years in energy 

work with the federal government 

— with the Atomic Energy Com- 
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mission, the Energy Research and 

Development Administration, and 

the U.S. Department of Energy. He 

went back into the private sector 

in 1982 as an energy and environ¬ 

mental consultant, serving as his 

company's s.v.p. for a number of 

years and then as senior scientist. 

Roger admits to having been in¬ 

volved in "most" of the significant 

energy events of the past 50 years. 

But his key interest in retirement 

is reinvolvement in his old love, 

music. He is accompanist for two 

children's choirs at the Gaithers¬ 

burg, Md., Presbyterian Church. 

He and his wife, Mary Ann, also 

are members of the church's Eng¬ 

lish handbell choir. 

Richard Bronk, who traces his 

ancestry to the founding of the 

Bronx, has forsworn it all for a 

warmer climate. This self-styled 

"reluctant Southerner" and his 

wife, Alice, pulled up stakes a 

dozen years ago and relocated to 

Folly Beach, S.C., part of greater 

Charleston. He chuckles at how 

some of his new neighbors don't 

accept that the Civil War has 

ended, but concedes that he and 

Alice still have some good South¬ 

ern friends. 

Dick and Alice enjoy Charles¬ 

ton's large and active arts com¬ 

munity and also have become 

volunteers at the Middleton Place 

Plantation, the oldest landscaped 

gardens in America. It's a beautiful 

city, says Dick, and a pleasant place 

to live, especially if you like history. 

In his professional career, Dick 

was a remedial reading teacher and 

an educational psychologist, and 

spent 30 years as director of the 

learning disability center at SUNY 

Oneonta. 

Another New Yorker who's 

found a home down South is 

Thomas Colven, who before retir¬ 

ing was a chemical engineer with 

DuPont. In his early years with the 

company, he helped build and op¬ 

erate the Savannah River nuclear 

power plant. He spent most of his 

career working with textile fibers 

and now lives in Emerald Isle, N.C. 

In retirement? "I play a lot of golf 

and a lot of duplicate bridge." A 

nice thing about North Carolina, 

says Tom, is that he can play golf 

year-round. 

I'm disappointed that not a 

single classmate responded to my 

invitation (November/December) 

for reminiscences about living at 

Army Hall, a one-time orphanage 

at Amsterdam and 137th Street, 

where space-strapped Columbia 

rented dorm space from CCNY 

during the post-war boom. Okay, 

how about another location where 

Columbia farmed us out during 

the 1946-48 period? It was known 

as Shanks Village and consisted of 

apartments for married students 

in converted Army barracks at the 

former Camp Shanks in Orange¬ 

burg, N.Y. 

Help me write this column by 

contributing some memories. 
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Two members of the Class of '50 joined friends in February at For- 
lini's Restaurant in Manhattan for the 11th Airborne Division's Annual 
Remembrance Luncheon. Enjoying the day were (left to right) Eileen 
Noonan, Jack Noonan '50, Gen. John Nicholson, Sophie Nicholson, Phil 
Bergovoy '50 and Hindy Bergovoy. 

It is just a matter of a few weeks, 

as you read this, before we will 

assemble for our 60th reunion! 

Thankful are we all for the gift of 

long life and the power to enjoy it 

enhanced by the launch provided 

by our College. We'll be able to en¬ 

joy it a little bit more the weekend 

of Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 

7. Throughout the weekend, there 

will be lunches, dinners, a wine 

tasting, Broadway shows and tons 

of activities to keep us busy. It will 

be a lot more fun with you there. 

Of special note is the depar¬ 

ture of the dean at the end of this 

academic year. Bill Lubic sent this 

report: 

"Austin Quigley, after a long and 

productive tenure, is leaving the 

deanship. He was undoubtedly one 

of the finest among our finest. He 

was suitably honored by hundreds 

of his admirers in November at the 

2008 Alexander Hamilton Award 

Dinner at the American Museum 

of Natural History. Among the 

attendees were Bob Butler, Marjorie 

and Bob Rosencrans, and Ruth and 

Bill Lubic. As '49ers, they all in a 

material way supported the dean 

in his unbinding concern about the 

viability of the Core Curriculum 

and its perpetuation. With our 60th 

reunion rapidly approaching, some 

of our classmates should certainly 

think about expressing similar 

sentiments." 

I certainly can echo my personal 

endorsement of these comments. 

Our son (Class of '05) started his 

Columbia experience in the shadow 

of 9-11. His four years under the 

leadership of Austin Quigley were 

the best we could have wished 

for. My correspondence with the 

dean across that span of time was 

reassuring, and his support for the 

Core has been both forceful and 

unremitting. For this, we "old guys" 

can be thankful. The world we pass 

on to our children and grandchil¬ 

dren is enriched by this tradition 

and the future enlightened in direct 

proportion. 

Extravagant prose, but you can¬ 

not put a price on the Core. 

We look forward to our Alumni 

Reunion Weekend. Bill also writes: 

"Speaking of Bob Butler, an 

eminent physician (his photo is on 

the top bar of the January/Febru¬ 

ary CCT cover), he can be seen in 

person at our reunion on Saturday, 

June 6, as our dinner speaker. 

"Speaking of speaking, it is noted 

that there recently was heard coming 

out of a car radio on Radio Olympus 

(Alexandria, Va.) the tremulous voice 

of Gene Rossides. He announced 

his stewardship of the resurgence of 

the Greek language and culture, the 

first step being imposing his will on 

the locus of world power, the District 

of Columbia. 

"Speaking of the District of Co¬ 

lumbia, Charley Peters is hiding 

out somewhere down there. He 

writes for that little annoying 

Washington Monthly magazine and 

is running a small not-for-profit 

(not his profit, ours). Maybe he will 

be at the reunion and explain." 

At our most recent reunion com¬ 

mittee meeting, the participation of 

our core group was enhanced by 

conference calls with the participa¬ 

tion of our far-flung classmates 

whose geographic handicap was 

overcome by technology: Gene 

Straube, Fred DeVries and Marv 

Lipman. We look forward to seeing 

all of you in the next weeks. 

One final historical note: How 

time flies! It is just 400 years since 

Mr. Hudson, at the helm of his 

sailing vessel, hung a right turn 

(starboard for sailors) into the most 

inviting bay and found the river 

we call Hudson and the land we 

call home. 

0^ Mario Palmieri |J 33 Lakeview Ave. W. 

d Cortlandt Manor, NY 

10567 

mapal@bestweb.net 

Jack Noonan and Phil Bergo¬ 

voy attended the 11th Airborne 

Division's Annual Remembrance 

Luncheon. [See photo.] The subject 

of the remembrance was the divi¬ 

sion's successful rescue operation 

to free 2,146 military and civilian 

internees from the Japanese intern¬ 

ment camp at Los Banos, Philip¬ 

pines, in February 1945, an action 

that has been described as one of 

the most successful rescue opera¬ 

tions in modern military history. 

Jack's connection to the 11th 

Airborne began in 1945 when he 

served with an anti-aircraft gun 

battalion attached to a parachute 

regiment in the Philippines. He has 

attended the division's reunions 

regularly through the years and 

this, year he invited Phil, who 

served as a Marine Corps officer, to 

join him. 

Len Kliegman says that he 

"feels OK" after cardiac surgery 

and rehab and is "looking forward 

eagerly to our 60th reunion in 

2010." (Correspondent's reminder: 

The reunion is just about a year 

away, so it's not too early to start 

making plans to attend.) 

And Bemie Prudhomme is 

another '50er who has said that he 

Dudley Rochester '50 was appointed a delegate to the 

Diocese of Virginia Annual Council. 
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hopes to make it to NYC for our 

60th. 

Dudley Rochester is keeping 

active in more than one direction in 

Charlottesville, Va. He was elected 

to the vestry of St. Paul's Episcopal 

Church there, was appointed a 

delegate to the Diocese of Virginia 

Annual Council and is a member 

of the Diocesan Committee on the 

Stewardship of Creation, which 

is concerned with environmental 

issues. Dudley's committee is 

working with the EPA Energy Star 

program to develop an Energy Star 

database for houses of worship. 

Dudley says, "Following Energy 

Star recommendations can yield 

up to 30 percent savings on energy 

costs as well as reducing carbon 

footprints, so this work has practi¬ 

cal value." 

Additionally, Dudley remains 

active with the Charlottesville 

Camera Club and last spring had 

his own show at Westminster- 

Canterbury of the Blue Ridge. 

Arthur Thomas and Walter 

Smith, two veterans of the varsity 

lightweight crew, had a reunion 

at Art's home in Connecticut. 

There they reminisced about 

their great days on the water and 

recalled that it was 60 years ago 

this spring that Walter stroked the 

Columbia crew to victory over 

Dartmouth at Greenwich Cove in 

the first intercollegiate crew race 

in Greenwich, Conn. Today, crew 

races are a popular sport for men 

and women at Greenwich, where 

they have come into their own. But 

rowing was not the only subject of 

conversation; they also spoke of 

their education at Columbia. 

Arthur Westing, who has had a 

long career in environmental con¬ 

sulting, has become increasingly 

active in efforts to restore environ¬ 

mental integrity and harmonious 

relations on the Korean peninsula. 

He is a board member of the DMZ 

Forum (www.dmzforum.org), a 

group dedicated to establishing 

substantial portions of the Korean 

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) as a 

permanent park for peace and 

nature. 

Art points out that his current 

activity brings him full circle in 

an important sense because, as a 

Marine Corps artillery officer in the 

Korean War, his duties involved 

what he describes as "contributing 

significantly to the environmental 

and social disruption being ad¬ 

dressed here." "It is sad to recall," 

Art notes, "that two classmates 

assigned to Korea as Marine Corps 

officers. Bob Buchmann and Tom 

McVeigh, were killed in action." 

Sad to report, B. Weston Mo- 

rosco of Watertown, Conn., died 

in October 2008. [Editor's note: An 

obituary is scheduled for the July / 

August issue.] 

George Koplinka 

75 Chelsea Rd. 

White Plains, NY 10603 

desiah@aol.com 

Despite the recent signs of eco¬ 

nomic depression in the world, our 

class remains enthusiastic about 

the future, so much so that we are 

planning for the 60th reunion in 

June 2011. That's right... the big 

"Six O!" Even as I write these notes, 

a committee, in the embryo stage, 

is requesting participation in what 

could be our biggest bash ever. So, 

if you are of a mind to move ahead, 

send along your ideas and sugges¬ 

tions for campus events, luncheons, 

dinners and social gatherings. 

Michael W. Mangino, retired in 

Riverhead, N.Y., had two years of 

active duty with the Navy prior to 

his electrical engineering education 

at Columbia. His experiences with 

breadwinner with her career in real 

estate sales. They have a daughter 

who is a successful graphics design¬ 

er and a granddaughter working at 

the United Nations. 

Who in our class has visited 

all 50 states in our country and 

49 capital cities? It is James S. 

Blundell Jr. All of which goes to 

prove that if you have an adven¬ 

turous wife, you can cover a lot of 

geography. When Jim graduated 

from the College, he got involved 

with the Army, Navy and Marines, 

along with the CIA, in Washington, 

D.C. Top secret stuff! Not so secret 

was his long career in merchandis¬ 

ing with JCPenney that covered 

32 years. He only retired when the 

company moved its headquarters 

to Plano, Texas, and Jim wasn't 

about to put on a 10-gallon hat 

and matching boots. Now living 

in New York City, Jim is the proud 

Dr. John Benfield '52 has been named a "Legend" by 

The Los Angeles Biomedical Research Institute at 

Harbor UCLA Medical Center. 

radar and electronic gadgetry led 

to a crew assignment on a heavy 

cruiser berthed in the Philippines 

and headed for the invasion of Ja¬ 

pan. He was thankful WWII ended 

without the loss of life expected 

had the United States launched an- 

all out effort from Okinawa. 

In 1957, while with the Kellex 

Corp., Mike participated in an 

atomic weapons testing program 

in Yucca Flats, Nev. (Unclassi¬ 

fied information, made public by 

the U.S. government, revealed 

that more than 800 underground 

explosions took place in the 1950s.) 

Mike studied the effects on bomb 

shelters. His weapons experience 

led to a long career with Fairchild 

Avionics developing remote- 

controlled unmanned aircraft for 

reconnaissance purposes, and he 

finally retired from Grumman as 

a specialist in guidance technol¬ 

ogy. Mike calls himself somewhat 

of a home projects guru, with 

few things that he can't design, 

fix or build, and he claims to be 

somewhat of a "history buff," too. 

He and his wife, Ellen, a Barnard 

graduate, have two sons, two 

daughters and 11 grandchildren. 

Jeremy Gaige, who claims to 

once having had a biography in the 

Encyclopedia Britannica, is a retired 

journalist in Philadelphia. He spent 

25 years writing for the Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin before it went the 

way of most afternoon papers like 

the New York Sun. Jeremy concluded 

his career writing freelance, mostly 

for trade periodicals. He admits to 

allowing his wife, Harriet, to be a 

father of three and grandfather of 

seven. His dad went to Columbia 

and his grandfather graduated 

from P&S, but progeny have opted 

for Lehigh and elsewhere. 

Thomas S. Colahan began his 

studies at Columbia after military 

service with the Army. During 

WWII, he soldiered with the 7th 

Division on Okinawa and then 

went all the way on the Morning- 

side campus, attaining a Ph.D. 

in history in 1962. Tom attained 

further Columbia experiences as 

an assistant dean and associate 

dean, fondly remembering greats 

such as Harry Carman, Lawrence 

Chamberlain, David Truman and 

the fateful days of 1968 with acting 

dean Henry Coleman '46. Eventu¬ 

ally, Tom moved on to SUNY 

Geneseo and spent 20 years there 

as a history professor and v.p. for 

academic affairs. His wife, Anne, is 

a Barnard graduate, and they have 

two daughters, Alexandra and 

Charity. For 20 years, the family 

had a home in Ireland. Tom is sure 

the story about Saint Patrick chas¬ 

ing the snakes out of Erin is pure 

blarney. Now, although he retains 

a mailing address in Pifford, N.Y., 

he lives in the Inwood section of 

NYC. Tom still has some feelings 

about Columbia's refusal to allow 

the NROTC on campus. Like many 

members of our class, including 

Warren Wanamaker, who wrote 

extensively on the subject, and 

Jim Lowe, who has campaigned 

fervently for the NROTC's return, 

Jim is sure the military can benefit 

from an education that takes off the 

blinders and allows for objective 

attitudes through a liberal arts 

study program. 

During the past few months, I 

have had an opportunity to put 

my 43 years of service as a member 

(and president, 1973-74) of the 

Rotary Club of White Plains to the 

test. I participated in a fundraising 

program to raise more than $20,000 

for two literacy programs, one at 

Pace and the other in our city. As 

great as our educational systems 

are, statistics show that one out 

of every four youngsters in our 

society will grow up not knowing 

how to read. My Rotary Club is 

determined to change that. Com¬ 

munity service will be the topic 

of my next column. Please write 

to me about your experiences in 

helping to solve a problem in your 

community so we can all learn 

what Columbia grads from '51 are 

doing, or have done, to make a 

difference. 

52 
Sidney Prager 

20 Como Ct. 

Manchester, NJ 08759 

sidmax9@aol.com 

Your reporter thanks all those who 

have called, written and e-mailed me 

in relation to the auto accident that 

my wife and I were involved in. 

This is being written on March 

4; however, I will say that we both 

are almost back to pre-accident 

status. We have much to be thank¬ 

ful for. 

Dr. Martin Finkel says, "This 

has been a year of volunteering for 

me. I volunteered at the gastroen¬ 

terology clinic at an Army hospital, 

then at the gastroenterology service 

at an inner city hospital in Lima, 

Peru, and then at a hospital in 

Bangalore, India. I was in Mumbai 

during the reign of terror. 

"During a recent vacation in 

Tucson, I visited Biosphere 2. It was 

a private venture, and its purpose 

was to determine whether one could 

construct a viable structure that 

was independent of the external 

environment. Several experiments 

with human volunteers were done. 

It was learned that the biosphere 

could not generate enough oxygen 

for human survival and cannot gen¬ 

erate enough food. Columbia was 

involved in its management from 

1995-2003. After that, the University 

of Arizona assumed management 

and is using it for teaching and for 

several experiments. Tucson is a 

lovely place to visit, and I urge my 

colleagues to visit and see a bit of 

Columbia history." 

Donald Surr writes, "Your 

reporting in the January/February 

issue was much appreciated by this 

classmate. In your column, Ernest 

Sciutto mentioned a book pub- 
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lished by his journalist son, Jim. I 

found that book about the new face 

of America's enemies. Against Us, 
The New Face of America's Enemies in 
the Muslim World, to be informa¬ 

tively fascinating. I could not put it 

down and read it cover to cover in 

one sitting. 

"My earlier business career gave 

me firsthand familiarity with six of 

the nine countries covered in those 

penetrating interviews, but several 

decades ago, when (happily for 

me) the image and reception of 

Americans was very different than 

it is today. Must reading, I would 

say, for all who share concern 

about how we are perceived in 

the Muslim world and how a new 

administration hopes to amend 

those perceptions. 

"Ernest also listed names of 

classmates whom he sees often. 

There are some familiar names 

there; among them is Tony Fischer, 

who was, if I recall correctly, a 

hometown neighbor of the late 

Peter Barry. Peter's obituary ap¬ 

peared in drat same issue of CCT. 
Before becoming a distinguished 

physician, Peter was a member of 

our College Glee Club and (again, 

if I recall correctly) editor of our se¬ 

nior yearbook. A wonderful friend 

and classmate fondly remembered. 

"Currently taking a respite from 

some years of rather intensive 

involvement with local chapter and 

district activities of SCORE (Coun¬ 

selors to America's Small Busi¬ 

ness), I am contenting myself with 

three-times-per-week workouts at 

the gym, singing in a choir, catching 

up on my reading and writing 

comments to articles in the online 

editions of The New York Times and 

The Washington Post. There also is 

frequent connection via e-mail with 

former neighbors, colleagues and 

family members now scattered 

across the United States and on 

other continents. E-mail may be 

reviving the ancient custom of cor¬ 

respondence. 

"I hear by e-mail at least several 

times annually from Henry Mazzeo, 

who lives in Yonkers. Health prob¬ 

lems restrict his geographic mobility, 

but Henry responds quickly to 

e-mail with much of trie same quick 

wit and humor that helped to place 

Jester in the top tier of U.S. college 

humor magazines when he was art 

editor. Henry was one of the guiding 

minds behind that hilarious look- 

alike parody, Laddies Home Journal.” 
Congratulations to Dr. John Ben- 

field. The faculty and staff of The 

Los Angeles Biomedical Research 

Institute at Harbor UCLA Medical 

Center have selected John as a "Leg¬ 

end." This award recognizes his 

long-term positive influence from 

1967-77. He received the Golden 

Apple Award as the outstanding 

teacher in the UCLA School of 

Medicine and the Outstanding 

Teacher Award of Harbor General 

Hospital. John was secretary of the 

UCLA-Harbor Research Admin¬ 

istration and a key member of the 

planning committee for the Jonsson 

Comprehensive Cancer Center at 

UCLA. Thereafter, he became the 

James Utely Professor and chair 

of the Department of Surgery at 

Boston University before returning 

to Los Angeles, where he now is 

professor of surgery emeritus in the 

David Geffen School of Medicine 

at UCLA. 

Thank you all, and please send 

me updates via e-mail so I don't 

have to bother you by telephone. 

53 
Lew Robins 

1221 Stratfield Rd. 

Fairfield, CT 06825 

lewrobins@aol.com 

Ed Robbins: There's good news 

for classmates who live in New 

York City and Westchester 

County. In May, Ed and his wife, 

Beverly, will leave their winter 

home in Palm Beach and spend 

the summer in the north. Talking 

to Ed by phone, I learned that his 

granddaughter has been accepted 

as an early decision candidate at 

Columbia. He has been improving 

his golf game and playing tennis 

twice a week. Not too long ago, 

two of his and Beverly's grandsons 

had their bar mitzvahs at Masada 

with grandma and grandpa in 

attendance. Ed also reports seeing 

Martin Saiman and Dick Kleid in 

Florida. 

Rolon Reed: After a two-month 

stay in a Horida hospital and rehab 

center, Rolon has been allowed to 

return to his 10-acre farm and his 

four head of cattle. With his usual 

flair and sense of humor, Rolon 

explained that only a small patch of 

his 10 acres has a concrete sidewalk. 

The rest is covered with grass, 

which he never has to mow because 

the cattle keep it properly trimmed. 

As luck would have it, several 

months ago, Rolon fell on his side¬ 

walk and broke his hip. Let me 

assure his classmates and former 

Spectator writers and editors, as well 

as his Phi Gamma Delta fraternity 

brothers, that Rolon's voice is as 

vibrant as ever, and he is still pas¬ 

sionately enthusiastic about life and 

politics. I spent about a half hour 

talking to Rolon on the phone and 

can report that he had me laughing 

at least 75 percent of that time. 

Joseph Aaron: To say the least, 

Joe has a huge job as medical direc¬ 

tor for the Division of Disability 

Determination Services in the New 

Jersey Department of Labor. More 

than 60 doctors and 300 medical 

consultants throughout New Jersey 

work for Joe. Their job is to review 

approximately 75,000 applications 

for disability benefits each year. 

Simply stated, Joe and his staff 

deal with people who apply for 

benefits because they are no longer 

able to work. While talking to Joe 

on the phone, I asked whether his 

division was responsible for help¬ 

ing veterans who return from Iraq 

or Afghanistan with physical or 

mental injuries, and was encour¬ 

aged to learn that he is responsible 

for making sure that ex-soldiers are 

processed through the system as 

quickly as is humanly possible. 

On Friday, there will be a dinner 

for us in the Faculty Room in Low 

Library. Saturday will be filled with 

lunch, dinner, a wine tasting and 

the all-class Starlight Reception on 

Low Plaza. 

I, for one, am extremely excited 

since I was unable to attend our 

50th due to illness. The concept of 

having great and exciting reunion 

activities should make for a won¬ 

derful combination of social, intel¬ 

lectual and just plain fun experi¬ 

ences. I sincerely hope that we will 

have a large turnout of members 

Joseph Aaron '53 is medical director for the Division of 

Disability Determination Services in the New Jersey 

Department of Labor. 

Interestingly, Joe was the 

president of the medical staff at 

Saint Barnabas Medical Center in 

New Jersey on 9-11. He told me 

that when they heard news of the 

disaster, the entire hospital staff 

was mobilized to handle what they 

expected would be an avalanche of 

injured patients. Alas, no one was 

brought to their hospital for help. 

Joe has received many honors 

and awards during his long career, 

and he is especially grateful to 

have been honored by the State of 

Israel. Keep up the good work, Joe! 

Mark Friedman: Sadly, Mark 

suddenly passed away of a mas¬ 

sive heart attack in December. 

Mark was a dentist who had dis¬ 

covered an unusual cause and cure 

for people who suffered from mi¬ 

graine headaches. Talking to Mark 

shortly before our 55th reunion, I 

was fascinated to learn about the 

results his patients were achieving 

without using medication. Our tal¬ 

ented, creative, scientific classmate 

left us all too early. 
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Time is getting short... please don't 

misunderstand. I'm referring to 

our 55th reunion. By the time this is 

printed in CCT, we should all have 

received the information regard¬ 

ing the schedules and activities 

being planned for Alumni Reunion 

Weekend 2009. The party runs from 

Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 7. 

of "The Class of Destiny." There is 

a distinct possibility that the newly 

appointed Dean of the College [Mi¬ 

chele M. Moody-Adams, who will 

start on July 1, succeeding Dean 

Austin Quigley] will attend at least 

one reunion event. 

Among those who have been 

working on and for this event are 

Kamel Bahary, Dick Bernstein, 

Phil Bonanno, Bemd Brecher, Leo 

Cirino, Peter Ehrenhaft, Howard 

Falberg, Herb Frommer, Bill 

Haddad, Dick Kameros, Larry 

Kobrin, Larry Scharer, Ted Spiegel, 

Ron Sugarman, Amie Tolkin, 

Saul Turteltaub, Bob Weber, Dick 

Werksman and Allan Wikman. If 

you have any questions, please call 

Bemd: 914-961-4101. 

Through the years, I have had 

the pleasure of reporting the 

interesting experiences, exploits 

and accomplishments of many of 

our classmates. A wonderful case 

in point came recently from John 

Timoney. Some may remember 

him as a member of our swim¬ 

ming team and president of his 

fraternity. When I was living in 

Connecticut, I would see John and 

his family at Baker Field. They 

now live in Princeton (although 

his blood remains Light Blue). His 

career took John and his family to 

many parts of the world in posi¬ 

tions of great responsibility. Since 

retirement, he wrote and published 

a wonderful book. From La Paz to 
Princeton. He was kind and sent 

me a copy of the book. I loved it. 

He has offered to bring several 

copies to our reunion for those 

who would be interested. I highly 

recommend it. 

I was reminded of the quotation 

on the facade of Low Library, "From 

generation to generation," when 

I came across a book at my local 

library written by Daniel Ehrenhaft 

'93. Lo and behold, Daniel is a son of 

Peter Ehrenhaft. 
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I look forward to seeing as many 

of our classmates as possible in 

June. 

Gerald Sherwin 

181E. 73rd St., Apt. 6A 

New York, NY 10021 

gs481@juno.com 

With a bit of an emotional undercur¬ 

rent to the event (Dean of the College 

Austin Quigley's final John Jay 

Awards Dinner), the dean and the 

College honored five alumni with 

the John Jay Award for distinguished 

professional achievement in Low 

Library on March 10. Although the 

recipients received well-deserved 

applause, the largest roars were 

saved for the College's dean of 14 

years, Quigley. His replacement is an 

outstanding scholar and administra¬ 

tor, Michele Moody-Adams, vice 

provost for undergraduate educa¬ 

tion and professor of philosophy at 

Cornell. She will begin her tenure on 

July 1. Another position that remains 

to be filled is that of University 

provost, held now by Alan Brinkley, 

who will return to being a full-time 

faculty member. There are probably 

a few other news items on the 

horizon, but we'll let Spectator cover 

these events. 

The Cafe Science series held 

at Cafe Picnic on Broadway has 

been expanded and now is called 

Cafes Columbia — a new series of 

informal discussions with the Co¬ 

lumbia faculty focused broadly on 

the humanities, sciences and social 

sciences. The discussions are held 

on Monday evenings and thus far 

have been a rousing success. Talks 

have included: professor Katherine 

Dieckmann on "Motherhood and 

the Movies"; neurologist Scott 

Small on "Memories: The Way We 

Were Before We Aged and Can We 

Fix It?"; and associate professor 

Julie Crawford on "Early Modem 

Women's Reading Revisited." For 

a mere stipend, you can become 

the smartest person at a cocktail 

party. Our faculty is the best. 

Another way to get "up close 

and personal" with Columbia's 

faculty is to go on a cruise to anoth¬ 

er part of the globe. Unfortunately, 

it is too late to go on the Corinthian 
II for a trip from Barcelona to the 

Aegean Sea, exploring the classic 

islands of the Mediterranean with 

Professor Euan Kerr Cameron. The 

57-cabin vessel left port in May. 

A couple of months ago, the fifth 

annual "Howl" event was held. 

It featured a walking tour of "The 

Beat Generation on Momingside 

Heights"; The illustrated talk, "I 

Celebrate Myself: The Somewhat 

Private Life of Allen Ginsberg"; 

a reception and various perfor¬ 

mances (poetry and music); and 

the traditional Howling of poetry. 

music and readings. 

Was Allen Ginsberg '48 the one 

who played football or was it Jack 

Kerouac '44? [Editor's note: It was 

Kerouac.] 

A get-together was held in the 

President's House celebrating 25 

years of coeducation. Massive 

numbers of College alumni attend¬ 

ed the event, hosted by President 

Lee C. Bollinger. Going coed is a 

true Columbia success story. 

It seems every place Quigley 

visits is like a "victory lap" (with so 

many victories). The dean made an 

appearance on the West Coast a few 

months ago, meeting with alumni 

in Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

Although we are not sure how 

many of our classmates attended 

the various functions held in honor 

of the dean, we do know that the 

class is well-represented in this area 

of the country — Lew Stemfels, an¬ 

other patent attorney (like Roland 

Plottel and Stu Kaback back East); 

Malcolm Barbour, heading up 

Barbour/Langley Productions; and 

Bill Kronick, film and TV writer; in 

the Los Angeles area. Up north we 

have Tom Morton, bom and bred 

in Wichita, now in San Francisco; 

Marvin Greenberg; George Gidal, 

staff physicist at Lawrence Berkeley 

National Laboratory, in Berkeley; 

Bill Cohen, retired in Los Altos; 

Alan Pasternak, our energy consul¬ 

tant in Lafayette; Howard Madlin 

in San Clemente; Marty Molloy 

in Palo Alto; Charles Barnett with 

Ampex in Redwood City; and 

Jeff Broido, retired scientist from 

General Atomics in La Jolla. There 

are many more, whom we hope 

will make that long trek to campus 

in 2010 for the "you-know-what," 

Thursday, June 3-Sunday, June 6. 

Another major function was the 

Class of 2009 Senior Dinner, held 

under a huge tent on South Field 

(over the grass, not the dirt we had 

for the Soph/Frosh Rush) on May 

4, following the official last day 

of classes. More than 900 seniors 

attended an event that's almost as 

exciting as the "Dean's Drag." 

Our class is so popular that we 

have another recipient of the Class 

of 1955 Scholarship for the 2009 

spring term. Colin Felsman '09 is 

from Rockville, Md., and has done 

a lifetime of work, in the classroom 

and outside. If anyone wants more 

information on this brilliant senior, 

e-mail your trusted correspondent. 

The signs of spring and warmer 

weather have brought out Colum¬ 

bia's fierce competitors in the world 

of track and field. The students one 

sees running around and off-campus 

are members of the track and cross 

country teams. It reminds one of 

the Spiked Shoe Society with Willy 

Storz (Connecticut), Dick Waissar 

(Golden, Colo.), multi-sportsman 

Walter Croll (Sun City, Ha.), sprinter 

Ted Baker (Kennebunkport, Maine), 

Bob Wilkinson (Grantham, N.H.), 

and weight throwers Joe Savino 

(Long Island) and Abbe Leban 

(Wilmington, Del.). 

These stalwarts held their own 

against some tough competition. 

Awards keep coming in for our 

classmates. Allen Hyman was 

honored by the Kraft Family Center 

for Jewish Student Life with the 

coveted Seixas Award at a black-tie 

dinner a few weeks ago. Many 

Columbia luminaries were in atten¬ 

dance, including the president, the 

provost and the Dean of the Col¬ 

lege. We received an old newspaper 

clipping from The New York Times 
(mid-'50s) talking about the 'colos¬ 

sal soapbox forum' at Columbia. 

The setting was modeled after the 

open air forums in London's Hyde 

Park. Featured in the article (with a 

picture) was Robert Resnick, head 

of the Young Republican Club, 

giving his point of view on many 

subjects, including a critique of tire 

Eisenhower administration. Ah, the 

good old days! 

Bob Teichman recently was 

awarded the Leasing News Person 

of the Year. Bob, who lives in Sau- 

salito, Calif., was given this prize 

for all the service he has provided 

the industry in the United States 

as well as abroad, through his 

entire career. One comment sums 

up why Bob received this award: " 

... certainly represents the kind of 

dedication, values, and humanity 

that leasing — indeed, the entire 

financial services industry — needs 

a lot more of." 

We wandered through the stu¬ 

dios of WKCR (No. 1 jazz station 

in the Greater New York area). It is 

not like the old days in Hamilton 

Annex where Peter Oden (Ossin¬ 

ing, N.Y.), Henry Roth (Bethesda, 

Md.), Doug Lasher (Marlborough, 

N.H.) and Rabbi Harold Kushner 

(Natick, Mass.) plied their trade. 

The Columbia University 

Marching Band has been trying to 

build up its mailing list of alumni 

who "marched for Columbia" 

through the many decades. Elliot 

Gross (Manhattan) and Herb 

Gardner (Bronx) were two of the 

stalwarts who contributed so much 

to this group when we were in 

school. A "shout out" goes to Ed 

Sacks, another classmate who lives 

in Florida (Ft. Lauderdale). Ed is 

doing well as president and CEO 

of the Sacks Group. 

Some sad news to report: 

George Kaplan passed away sev¬ 

eral months ago in Berkeley, Calif. 

Condolences go out to his family. 

Vigorous and forward-thinking 

guys who have set the pace for 

the 1950s and beyond — the 

good-looking and good-natured 

courtesans of the Class of 1955. 

Get ready for some terrific 

mental stimulation, much in-depth 

conversation and some (not a lot) 

physical activity in early June 2010 

when we get a chance to "strut our 

stuff" at the 55th. Be there! 

Love to all, everywhere! 

Alan N. Miller 

257 Central Park West, 

Apt. 9D 

New York, NY 10024 

oldocal@aol.com 

It was a tough winter — weather 

as well as the stock market—but I 

am glad spring is here (that we can 

at least count on) and pray for a re¬ 

covering stock market and economy 

(that is out of my control, however). 

I have watched the DVD of our 

great 50th reunion and am very 

impressed. Even in a bad economy, 

it is truly worth the $30, and I 

highly recommend you get it. Order 

it from the Alumni Office — our 

friend Heather Hunte is handling it. 

E-mail her at hhl5@columbia.edu. 

We are branching out, and in 

February, we had two class lunches 

two days apart. On February 17 

in NYC, 10 of us got together at 

the Columbia/Princeton Club. 

Attending were Buz Paaswell, 

Mike Vozick, Mark Novick, Alan 

Broadwin, Murray Eskenazi, Jerry 

Fine, A1 Franco '56E, Ron Kapon, 

Arthur Frank and yours truly. We 

have a great time at our lunches. Do 

join us, but let me know in advance. 

On February 19 in Florida, we 

had our annual class lunch for 

those living there, which Lou 

Hemmerdinger and I started 

several years ago when I used to 

go down to see my mother, who 

at almost 96 now lives with my 

sister in the Berkshires. There also 

was a good turnout at a lunch 

sponsored by Martin Mayer at his 

club. In addition to Marty and his 

wife, Susan, attending were Anita 

and Lou Hemmerdinger, Fern 

and Stan Manne — I grew up in 

the Bronx and went to school with 

Lou and Stan — Margo and Bob 

Siroty, Mariel and Eric Donath, 

Jackie and Don Roth, Elinor and 

Dan Link, Ellen and Mark Carter, 

and Cynthia and Mort Levine, of 

basketball fame. 

On March 7, several of us went 

to the Columbia/Penn basketball 

game to loyally root for our team. 

Attending were myself and Helene 

Ruddy '60 Barnard, Judy and 

Maurice Klein, Barbara and Jerry 

Fine, and Steve Easton with his 

grandson. More of you should join 

us, as it is really fun. 

We heard in February from 

President Lee C. Bollinger that we 

have a new dean coming to Co¬ 

lumbia College on July 1. [Editor's 

note: See March/April, page 3.] 

She is Michele M. Moody-Adams, 
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and she is joining Columbia from 

Cornell, where she is the Hutchin¬ 

son Professor and Director of the 

Program on Ethics and Public Life 

and also vice provost for under¬ 

graduate education. Moody-Ad- 

ams' expertise is moral philosophy 

and ethics — much in need today. 

She also will be v.p. of undergradu¬ 

ate education. Bollinger feels she 

will be very supportive of our 

beloved Core Curriculum. We wish 

her well and thank Dean Austin 

Quigley for his wonderful 14 

years. Fortunately, he will stay at 

Columbia. 

We welcome a new develop¬ 

ment officer for our class from the 

Alumni Office, Paul Staller. Steve 

Easton and I met with him on 

April 1 at the new Alumni Office 

digs on West 113th Street. 

Finally, on a sad note we know 

of two more class losses — George 

J. Seitz on December 31 and Harry 

C. Smith on December 17. [Edi¬ 

tor's note: See Obituaries for more 

on Smith.] 

So guys, keep in touch, give me 

news, order the great 50th Reunion 

DVD and join us for the roughly 

monthly lunches and other activities. 

Dean's Day is coming up during 

Alumni Reunion Weekend (Saturday, 

June 6)—it is fun and educational— 

and a new dean is arriving. 

Here is wishing us all health, 

happiness, longevity, and an im¬ 

proving economy and stock market 

— may President Barack Obama 

'83 do well — with us getting loyal 

support from children and adoring 

and extraordinary grandchildren. 

If there are any great-grands, let me 

know. 

Love to all. 

57 
Herman Levy 

7322 Rockford Dr. 

Falls Church, VA 22043 

hdlleditor@aol.com 

Melissa Freidenreich, daughter of 

Jerome Freidenreich: "I would 

truly appreciate it... if anyone 

would be willing to provide me 

stories or photos of my dad in col¬ 

lege. He passed away a few years 

ago, and I would love to hear 

from anyone who could share 

some memories ... about my dad 

— even just to talk to the people 

who knew him. My contact is 

mfreidenreich@gmail.com." 

Robert L. Schlitt, television 

writer, Los Angeles, died on Nov¬ 

ember 25,2008. A full obituary 

will be published in a future issue, 

pending receipt of information. 

Date of publication also depends 

upon space considerations. 

John Taussig reports the follow¬ 

ing responses from Ted Desimio '56 

to his Class Note on prostate cancer: 

"I had my cancerous prostate 

shriveled with nuclear seeds. My 

urologist (Dr. Pfeffer, from Long 

Island) recommended it as possibly 

having fewer resulting problems. 

After five years, I only have to 

see him once a year for a checkup 

(after all those finger waves, I call 

him 'Darling') and a PSA. What do 

you call your 'rear admiral'? 

"I read with great interest your 

contribution to our Class Notes. Al¬ 

though it has become almost a cliche, 

I don't know any other way to say it 

but 'Thank you for sharing.' 

"I have heard comedians say 

that if you want to attract a crowd 

of 70-year-old men, just say 'pros- 

which slowed down my heart so 

that I never felt really normal. I got 

online in April 2007 and checked 

the Web site at New York Presbyte¬ 

rian. I got an immediate appoint¬ 

ment with Dr. Angelo Biviano, a 

member of the electrophysiology 

team of the cardiology depart¬ 

ment ... Dr. Biviano thoroughly 

discussed all the possibilities for a 

solution. 

"The most recent technique 

is to perform a heart ablation to 

eliminate the erratic electric sig¬ 

nals between the upper and lower 

chambers. This may require more 

than one operation. He performed 

Art Zimmerman '58 is the e.v.p., information, for 

public affairs at State Net, which provides legislative 

and regulatory information for all 50 states. 

tate.' I do not have prostate cancer 

(as far as I know!), but several of 

my close friends and relatives have 

recently gone through either your 

operation or radiation treatment, 

so whenever I see anything about 

the disease, I read it. 

"I was prompted to write be¬ 

cause I, too, have had constant low 

PSA results for years and years. My 

internist sees the 1.0 reading and 

says, 'Great, no problem.' Clearly, 

for you, with these results, there 

was a problem. What tests did your 

urologist do to pick up the cancer? 

What is a urologist's 'routine annual 

exam?' 

"Looking forward to hearing 

from you, and thanks again to Marty 

Cohen." 

From Taylor N. Thompson 

'56: "I enjoyed your information 

concerning prostate laparoscopy. I 

have a couple of questions if you 

don't mind. 1. Because PSA didn't 

provide reliable information, what 

symptoms caused you to get a 

check-up? 2. What hospital and 

doctor performed the surgery? 

Thanks." 

Also in the vein of diseases 

posing a threat to the "golden 

years" and the rewards for giv¬ 

ing them prompt and thorough 

medical attention, Taylor related his 

experience with atrial fibrillation: 

"I started experiencing atrial fibril¬ 

lations in about 1998 just as I was 

about to retire to those golden years. 

"I went first to a local cardiolo¬ 

gist and then to Albany Medical. 

The recommended solution was 

to treat it with medication. The 

medication eliminated some of the 

occurrences but not all. AF is not 

life-threatening, just very annoying. 

But it can lead to blood clots and 

strokes, so I was also put on blood 

thinners. 

"I got tired of taking the pills. 

the [first] ablation in June 2007.1 

was fine, but I was still experienc¬ 

ing fibrillations about 5 percent of 

the time. I wanted 0 percent fibril¬ 

lations. He performed a second 

ablation in November 2007.1 have 

[had] no fibrillations since that 

time! I am no longer on a blood 

thinner [and am on] only a mild 

heart rhythm medication, which 

should be eliminated in the near 

future. 

"I am back to a normal life ... 

Hooray!" 

Yours truly met Kathleen and 

Dave Kinne for lunch at the New 

York Athletic Club on January 

19.1 also attended a Columbia 

University Alumni Club of D.C. 

reception (February 11) honoring 

Columbians of the 111th Congress 

at the Russell Senate Office Build¬ 

ing. Representatives Brad Miller 

'79L, Dan Maffei '91J and Jerrold 

Nadler '69 spoke. On February 26, 

I attended a Columbia University 

Alumni Club dinner at the Tragara 

Ristorante in Bethesda, Md. Eric 

Foner '63, '69 GSAS, the DeWitt 

Clinton Professor of History, spoke 

on "Lincoln at 200." 

Primarily, Foner discussed Abra¬ 

ham Lincoln's evolution from a 

politician in Illinois, which was set¬ 

tled mainly by southerners (he was 

a Kentuckian), to the emancipator 

he became as President. Far from 

being an abolitionist, Lincoln did 

not favor treating blacks as equal to 

whites. Indeed, as did Henry Clay 

and others, he favored colonization 

of blacks. At the outbreak of the 

Civil War, his goal was preserving 

the union rather than freeing the 

slaves. By the latter part of 1862, 

there were calls for allowing blacks 

to enlist in the Union Army. Enlist¬ 

ments were falling off as the fight¬ 

ing wore on and casualties were 

mounting. Lincoln then allowed 

blacks to enlist in the interest of 

bolstering the war effort. He issued 

the Emancipation Proclamation on 

January 1,1863. At the end of his 

life, Lincoln was moving toward a 

much more egalitarian attitude on 

blacks than he had shown earlier. 

Barry Dickman 

25 Main St. 

Court Plaza North, Ste 104 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

bdickmanesq@gmail.com 

The 2009 version of New York 
magazine's "New York Area's Best 

Lawyers" included Bernie Nuss- 

baum and Ralph Lowenbach, who 

practices corporate law with Orloff, 

Lowenbach, Stifelman & Siegel in 

Roseland, N.J. 

Here's a quick update on a few 

non-retired classmates we haven't 

heard from much. Speaking of law¬ 

yers, Dick Bakalor is a partner in 

the NYC law firm of Quirk & Baka¬ 

lor. He and Robert Quirk founded 

the firm in 1967; the 25-lawyer firm 

specializes in litigation. 

Peter Demetriou is a partner 

and director of quantitative studies 

at MBC Research, an NYC market¬ 

ing research and consulting firm. 

Art Zimmerman is the e.v.p., 

information, for public affairs at 

State Net, a company based in 

Sacramento, Calif., that provides 

legislative and regulatory informa¬ 

tion for all 50 states. 

Stan Coen practices as a psycho¬ 

analyst and psychiatrist in New 

York City. 

John Diaz is the associate direc¬ 

tor of facilities management at 

Haverford College. 

The class lunch is held on the 

second Wednesday of every month, 

in the Grill Room of the Princeton/ 

Columbia Club, 15 W. 43rd St. ($31 

per person). E-mail Art Radin if 

you plan to attend, up to the day 

before: aradin@radinglass.com. 
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Norman Gelfand 

c/o CCT 

Columbia Alumni Center 
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nmgc59@gmail.com 

I want to thank all of you who have 

sent submissions for our Class 

Notes. CCT imposes a length limit, 

which for this issue we would have 

greatly exceeded. I have been com¬ 

pelled to omit some submissions. 
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but have included one or two 

sentences from those which will 

be delayed to whet your appetites 

and to let the authors know they 

have not been ignored. 

See you all at our 50th reunion, 

Wednesday, June 3-Sunday, June 

7. Events include a Wednesday 

evening welcome reception just 

for our class at the President's 

House; Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday class-specific lunches, 

cocktail receptions, dinners, 

panels and museum tours; and 

all-class weekend events such as 

mini-Core courses, tours, Broad¬ 

way theater and Dean's Day on 

Saturday, which kicks off with a 

talk by Dean Austin Quigley on 

the "State of the College." Satur¬ 

day evening is the grandest night 

of all, with a dinner, wine tasting 

and the Starlight Reception. On 

Sunday morning, we'll reconvene 

for a farewell brunch. 

Andrei M. Sama-Wojcicki 

writes, "I live in Palo Alto, Calif. 

I retired from the U.S. Geological 

Survey in 2004 but still go to work 

and do research at the Tephro- 

chronology Lab in Menlo Park, 

a lab I started in 1976. Tephro- 

chronology is the study of volcanic 

ash layers to provide age control 

in geologic studies, for example 

studies of global change. I kayak 

around South San Francisco Bay 

and elsewhere. My wife, Debbie, 

also is a geologist and is retired. 

She was a professor of geology at 

San Jose State. She and I travel as 

time and funds allow. We get to 

appreciate the varied landscapes, 

geological materials and processes 

wherever we go — and the various 

cultures, too. Most recently we 

traveled in Argentina and Chile, 

visiting Tierra del Fuego and 

Patagonia, among other places. My 

children also graduated from the 

College: Daniel '04 (environmental 

biology) and Margaret '08 (cultural 

anthropology). Dan is in gradu¬ 

ate school at UC Berkeley (water 

policy). Debbie says the next wars 

will be fought over water, not 

oil. I think she's right — some of 

them are going on already. Margie, 

having gotten 'summa cum laude 

just about everything' (parents are 

allowed to brag, right?), now is 

learning about modem econom¬ 

ics in Portland, Ore., where she is 

waiting tables, tutoring students 

and working pro bono with a 

green building organization. She 

is thinking of going to graduate 

school, which we think is a fine 

idea. Debbie and I try to live an 

environmentally-conscious life, 

but we find we have to cheat every 

once in a while (one plane flight 

cancels a lot of recycling!). If any 

CC '59 grads are traveling through 

the S.F. Bay area, look us up. I'll 

offer to take you kayaking on the 

bay and will try not to get you 

drowned." 

Maurice (Maury) Gell writes, 

"With our 50th reunion almost 

upon us, I'm looking forward to 

renewing old relationships and so 

decided to update you on my life 

since graduation. 

"I completed a master's in 

economics at Columbia in 1960, 

which I greatly enjoyed. It was a 

memorable year, since Joan Hoff¬ 

man, a Brooklyn College graduate, 

and I married. 

"After much thought, I decided 

that engineering was my greater 

interest, and so returned to the 

Engineering School and received 

my B.S. in metallurgical engineer¬ 

ing in 1961.1 attended Yale starting 

in 1961 and received a Ph.D. in 

metallurgy in 1965. 

"My student days continued the 

following year in Surrey, England, 

as I conducted research at the 

Central Electricity Research Labo¬ 

ratories under a National Science 

Foundation post-doctoral fellow¬ 

ship. Living abroad was an extraor¬ 

dinary experience: Joan taught 

in an English school, we traveled 

extensively, but most especially, we 

developed lifelong English friends 

and learned about and appreciated 

the English way of life. 

"Upon returning to the United 

States, I began conducting research 

and development at Pratt & Whit¬ 

ney, a leading jet engine manu¬ 

facturer in Connecticut. Pratt & 

Whitney was my sole employer 

for 27 years, and I greatly enjoyed 

the work and the people. I became 

manager of high temperature 

materials and coatings develop¬ 

ment and was responsible for 

the development of single crystal 

turbine blades and a number of 

high temperature coatings. 

"Joan and I will be celebrating 

49 years of marriage and have 

two children and four grandchil¬ 

dren. Both children are 'chips off 

the old block' and have pursued 

engineering careers. My daughter, 

Carol, has a Ph.D. in chemical 

engineering from Princeton and 

is an associate director of research 

and development at Johnson & 

Johnson in New Jersey. My son, 

Dave, has an M.S. in electrical 

engineering from Carnegie Mel¬ 

lon and is v.p. of engineering for 

Solectek, a wireless communica¬ 

tions company in San Diego. 

"In 1993,1 took early retirement 

to pursue other career and leisure 

activities. I joined the materials 

science and engineering faculty at 

the University of Connecticut as 

a research professor. I thought at 

the time I would do this for a few 

years and then 'really' retire. If s 

now almost 16 years, and I'm still 

at it because I enjoy the stimulation 

and challenges of fire research, the 

students and the faculty. 

"In 2004, at our grandchildren's 

urging, we moved to New Jersey 

to be close to the family, which has 

been a delightful experience. We 

also greatly enjoy our visits to see 

the San Diego grandchildren and 

their parents. Joan and I are physi¬ 

cally very active and engage in 

walking, hiking, fitness and tennis. 

Dave and I have enjoyed hiking to¬ 

gether through the years, including 

Mount Washington, Mount Rainier 

and this past March, the Grand 

Canyon — icy trails, snowstorm 

and all. 

"I look forward to seeing many 

of my classmates at the reunion." 

From Tom Sobchack, "Though 

I loved every minute of my four 

years at Columbia, I had only 

a small circle of friends. For the 

most part, I led an inconspicuous 

life until June 1,1959, the day of 

our baccalaureate ceremony. That 

morning, my picture appeared on 

the back page of the Daily News. I 

was standing on the steps of the 

library wearing shorts, a sports 

shirt and sneakers, mortar board 

perched on my head, gown over 

one arm — I had just picked them 

up and was heading back to my 

room — when a man with a press 

camera asked if he could take a 

shot of me. Never imagining any¬ 

thing would come of it, I said yes. 

Unfortunately, I had a goatee and 

mustache and wore black, thick¬ 

framed spectacles. In the caption 

under the photo, I was misquoted. 

I never said, 'Like, man. I'm ready 

for the cruel world.' But whoever 

wrote it thought I looked like a 

beatnik, and I guess I did. 

"Later [after the photo was 

published] I was called into the 

office of the provost. He told me 

that President Kirk was 'tearing 

out what little hair he had left' 

because I had tarnished the name 

of Columbia by implying the Beats 

were swarming all over campus. I 

guess he had forgotten about Alan 

Ginsberg '48 and Jack Kerouac 

'44. In any case, I went on to get a 

Ph.D. in English from CUNY and 

secured a job at the University of 

Utah, where I taught humanities, 

literature and film studies for 36 

years. I retired in 2002 and have 

never looked back at my infamous 

incident. But I still have that page 

of the Daily News sealed in plastic 

to remind me from time to time of 

the fun days spent as an under¬ 

graduate in the Big Apple." 

Now the excerpts: 

Frank Wilson and his wife, Pat, 

will celebrate their 50th wedding 

anniversary in June, right along 

with the reunion. In April, they 

were in San Diego to celebrate 

yet another 50th for them: the 

receipt of a Navy commission and 

reporting for duty aboard the USS 

Midway, now a hugely popular 

naval museum in San Diego. 

Allen Rosenshine reports that, 

"Since retiring from BBDO World¬ 

wide at the end of 2006,1 have 

found myself involved in what 

seems to be an ever-increasing 

number of commitments, the latest 

being a member of our class's 50th 

reunion planning committee." 

From Robin Motz, "I still think 

that Columbia has the most intel¬ 

ligent students of all the Ivies, which 

is why we place so many in academ¬ 

ic positions. I came to CC with 55 of 

my Bronx Science H.S. classmates. 

Most of us went into physics." 

Eric Jakobsson writes, "I am 

planning an active retirement, as of 

the end of the spring semester '09 

at Illinois." 

Clive Chajet wants us to know 

that, "The good news — and it really 

is good news — is that everything 

is pretty much the same for me as 

when I last wrote a Class Notes 

several years ago." 

Alvin Thaler writes, "Upon 

graduation, I married, moved to 

Baltimore for graduate school in 

mathematics and fathered two 

sons. After teaching and research 

at Maryland, I became a career civil 

servant (aka bureaucrat) and spent 

the major portion of my profes¬ 

sional life as a program/grants 

officer in a variety of positions and 

programs at the National Science 

Foundation in Washington, D.C." 

From Pat Mullins, "I am reluc¬ 

tant to write about myself, but since 

we are rapidly approaching our 

50fh, I guess that at our ages there is 

nothing to lose, so here goes: 

"Jackie and I will celebrate our 

46th wedding anniversary this 

year. We have four adult children, 

all of whom graduated from 

Virginia colleges (we have a great 

university system here in the Com¬ 

monwealth) and continue to live 

and work here in Virginia; and six 

grandchildren (two boys and four 

girls) all under the age of 10. 

"After graduating from Co¬ 

lumbia, I returned to my home in 

West Virginia and worked with 

the Public Service Commission. 

After one year, I moved to Wash¬ 

ington, D.C., to work and attend 

night law school at The George 

Washington University School of 

Law, an institution of higher learn¬ 

ing which later became renowned 

under the presidency of Steven 

Joel Trachtenberg. I have a J.D. 

and only wish that the diploma 

had been signed by President 

Steve. That would have made it 

extra special. 

"In 1963, Jackie and I married, 

bought a home in Fairfax County, 

Va., and lived there for 31 years. Af¬ 

ter all the kids had graduated from 

college and were settled in their 

own homes, we built a home on 
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Lake Anna in Louisa County, Va., 

and have lived here in Bumpass, Va. 

(iFs pronounced the same way it7 s 

spelled), in a rural, tranquil, lake¬ 

side setting for the past 15 years. 

"I had a nice, normal, profitable 

insurance agency in Fairfax and 

then accidentally wrote an insur¬ 

ance policy covering thoroughbred 

race horses. Several months after 

I wrote the policy, a fire at Suffolk 

Downs in Boston killed 40 thor¬ 

oughbreds. I went to Boston with 

a horse specialist, we adjusted the 

claims, I had a check to the owners 

in 30 days and suddenly I was the 

'guru' of horse insurance in the 

United States. As background, I 

don't own horses, don't ride horses 

and am halfway scared of horses. 

I then sold my agency and went 

to work with Markel Insurance, 

which is based in Richmond with 

offices in a dozen foreign countries, 

and helped to build a division that 

specializes in equine insurance. I 

have never had a title since that 

doesn't set well with horse owners, 

nor does it impress them. 

"Through the years, I have put 

together insurance programs for 

a dozen equine associations and 

their members. I am now on some 

type of status called 'reduced full 

time' and attend about 20 major 

equine shows and events a year, 

give speeches (at last count I have 

spoken in about 35 states and five 

foreign countries), write articles on 

equine and board of directors in¬ 

surance, work trades shows, hand 

out awards and checks to horse 

show winners and host hospitality 

rooms. I enjoy what I am doing 

and have developed wonderful 

friendships throughout the United 

States, so why retire? 

"My daddy once told me that if 

you receive from the community, 

you need to give to the commu¬ 

nity, so I have served as president 

or chair of about a dozen different 

organizations, ranging from 

equine and educational organi¬ 

zations to church and business 

groups. I have served as president 

of two national organizations, one 

of which is the North American 

Riding for the Handicapped As¬ 

sociation, an organization of 750 

therapeutic riding centers that 

provide therapy on horseback 

to 35,000 disabled children and 

youth, some at risk and others 

with CP, MS and autism, and to 

men and women retuning from 

the conflicts in the Middle East 

and Afghanistan who have lost 

limbs in those conflicts." 

Look for more next time. 

It is with great sadness that I 

must report the deaths of Theo¬ 

dore D. "David" Foxworthy and 

Gordon Potter Heyworth. [Edi¬ 

tor's note: Obituaries are sched¬ 

uled for the July/ August issue.] 

Robert A. Machleder 

69-37 Fleet St. 

Forest Hills, NY 11375 

rmachleder@aol.com 

Sparked by the abundant enthu¬ 

siasm of our committee-in-forma- 

tion, planning for the 50th reunion 

has been proceeding apace. Our 

meeting in January, graciously 

hosted by Steve Solender, and 

guided by Heather Hunte and 

Paul Staller of the Alumni Office, 

was attended by Bob Hersh, 

Victor Chang, Bob Morgan, Art 

Delmhorst, Richard Friedlander, 

Bob Berne, Josh Pruzansky, Tom 

Palmieri, Bob Oberhand, Claudio 

Marzollo, David Kirk and myself. 

Steve Brown (Stephen B. Brown 

to be precise), unable to attend the 

meeting, is coordinating the prepa¬ 

ration of a class questionnaire. 

Tom Hamilton has been reach¬ 

ing out to classmates who, with 

him, were active on WKCR, to 

encourage their return to campus 

to reunite in 2010. He exchanged 

news with Doug Eden, who re¬ 

sides in England. Tom mentioned 

that Bill Seegraber, John Pegram, 

Jay Russek and John Moore were 

also much involved with WKCR. 

David Farmer is putting his 

considerable curatorial talents to 

work in organizing for the 50th an 

exhibition of works of art rendered 

by members of the class. (More 

about David below.) 

Paul Nagano has designed a 

magnificent logo to commemorate 

our 50th anniversary. We will unveil 

it shortly. 

These notes, filed in March, pre¬ 

dated the April meeting of the re¬ 

union committee, but we will con¬ 

tinue to report on developments 

as they occur. Having already 

received carefully considered rec¬ 

ommendations and observations 

from those who cannot or care not 

to attend committee meetings, we 

encourage all to e-mail or call with 

comments and suggestions. 

Syd Goldsmith, in Taipei, is 

enjoying a new role as a regular 

op-ed columnist for the China Post 
and has had a commentary on 

warming Taiwan-China relations 

published in the Christian Science 
Monitor and is completing another 

novel following the success of Jade 
Phoenix. 

Stephen Cooper retired in 2005 

as a partner at the New York law 

firm Weil, Gotshal, & Manges but 

maintains an active schedule serv¬ 

ing on several corporate boards 

and one nonprofit board, and 

teaching securities regulation and 

corporate governance as an adjunct 

professor at Albany Law School. 

Although the primary family 

residence is in Pound Ridge, N.Y., 

he and his wife. Dr. Karen Gross, 

spend two-thirds of their time in 

their second home in Bennington, 

Vt. Karen, who was a professor 

of law at New York Law School 

for more than 20 years, now is the 

president of Southern Vermont 

College. Completing this family 

of academicians is son Zack, who 

is in the homestretch of his Ph.D. 

in public policy (healthcare) at 

the London School of Economics, 

where he teaches master's candi¬ 

dates and advises various senior 

government officials in the United 

Kingdom on matters of healthcare 

policy. 

David Farmer has been sum¬ 

moned out of retirement by his old 

museum, the Dahesh Museum of 

Art (of which he was the founding 

director until seven years ago), to 

organize an exhibition. The mu¬ 

seum, which had occupied space 

in the IBM Building until a few 

years ago, is seeking new quarters 

and opportunities. To that end, the 

trustees have established a working 

agreement with Syracuse Univer¬ 

sity. David reports that the gallery 

on the Syracuse campus will show 

the Dahesh's fine special exhibition 

"Napoleon on the Nile," and he is 

organizing a smaller exhibition for 

the university's Palitz Gallery in the 

Lubin House, an elegant, early 20th- 

century mansion on East 61st Street 

in Manhattan. David's exhibition is 

called "In Pursuit of the Exotic: Art¬ 

ists Abroad in 19th Century Egypt 

and the Holy Land" and features 

work by artists who traveled to 

those areas from the early 19th 

century — the beginning of active 

touring — to the late 19th century. 

David has chosen artists who "were 

serious about accurately represent¬ 

ing Egypt and the Holy Land — 

names mostly little-known to the 

public (a specialty of the Dahesh) 

but all extraordinary artists with 

that good 19th-century training, for 

example, Jean-Leon Gerome, David 

Roberts, Owen Browne Carter, 

Solomon Corrodi, Phillipe Pavy 

and John Varley Jr. The centerpiece 

of the exhibition is an 1888 work by 

German artist Gustav Bauemfeind, 

a monumental canvas depicting 

Jaffa: Recruiting of Turkish Soldiers 
in Palestine. It's a knockout and an 

important example of transition 

from representing the Middle East 

as a relic of the past to looking at 

its present as a part of the Ottoman 

Empire." 

David teaches art history at the 

University College in Rockland, 

Maine, a local center of the Uni¬ 

versity of Maine, Augusta, and he 

has joined the board of Montpelier, 

the General Henry Knox Mansion, 

a house museum in Thomaston, 

Maine, that is becoming an impor¬ 

tant center for the study of Ameri¬ 

can history. From their home in 

Maine, David's wife, Pat, works for 

the Columbia University College 

of Dental Medicine, producing two 

big newsletters and a magazine 

annually. 

Finally, a correction. In a Class 

Note several issues back, we 

reported that Bob Hersh, whose 

travels are extensive, was plan¬ 

ning to be in, among other places, 

Moncton, Neb. Bob, who read 

the item with amusement, sent a 

note in the kindliest of spirits that 

he had actually been in Moncton, 

New Brunswick (New Brunswick, 

Canada, to be sure). The two-letter 

postal code for Nebraska is NE. "In 

fact," Bob opined, "I don't believe 

there is a Moncton, Neb." 

After consulting Google, which 

assured me that Nebraska did in¬ 

deed claim a Moncton, I hastened 

to apologize to Bob, promise a 

correction and suggest that should 

Columbia School Designations 
in Class Notes, these designations indicate Columbia 

degrees from schools other than the College. 

Arch. School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation 

Arts School of the Arts 
Barnard Barnard College 
Business Graduate School of Business 
CE School of Continuing Education 
Dental College of Dental Medicine 

E Fu Foundation School of Engineering and 
Applied Science 

GS School of General Studies 
GSAS Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 

J Graduate School of Journalism 

L School of Law 
Nursing School of Nursing 
P&S College of Physicians and Surgeons 

PH Mailman School of Public Health 
SIPA School of International and Public Affairs 

sw School of Social Work 
TC Teachers College 
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ever he decide to visit Moncton, 

Neb., I had researched places to 

stay and things to do. There is, I 

informed him, no place to stay in 

Moncton, Neb., the closest hotels 

being in Scottsbluff, and by the 

bye, Moncton has absolutely noth¬ 

ing of interest. 

"No," Bob responded, with a 

surfeit of good will. "No harm, no 

foul. I know that a Google search 

will show some hotel listings for 

Scottsbluff and perhaps other 

places in Nebraska, but there is no 

Moncton." 

"Hold on," I replied, "Google 

shows a model railroad store in 

Moncton, Neb., that7s been in busi¬ 

ness for 27 years." 

That model railroad store. Bob 

rejoined, plumbing the depths 

of his most admirable reservoir 

of patience, is in Moncton, New 

Brunswick. "If you look closely at 

the (Google) listing for the place, 

you'll see a Canadian postal code 

and phone number." "And," Bob 

reiterated, as for the Class Note, 

"I don't really think you need to 

correct that item." 

Checkmate. I'm out of moves. 

But this correction is indeed 

necessary. CCT, after all, is the 

magazine of record. It troubled 

my conscience that decades hence 

someone riffling through old is¬ 

sues might happen upon this item 

and wonder why Bob Hersh had 

reported that he was traveling to a 

place that never existed. 

For those who have come to re¬ 

gard Google as a reliable authority, 

it would be wise to be mindful of 

Ronald Reagan's oft repeated ad¬ 

monition, "Trust, but verify." And 

for those who were contemplating 

in this, our seventh decade, that 

the time may have come to jettison 

the ancient multi-volume set of 

the Encyclopedia Britannica that has 

anchored the bookcase and upon 

which we had relied for the greater 

part of our years — until we went 

online — do not be too hasty. 

I Michael Hausig 

19418 Encino Summit 

I San Antonio, TX 78259 

mhausig@yahoo.com 

Joel Friedman writes that after 

Columbia, he joined Merrill Lynch 

as a junior executive trainee. After 

five years at Merrill, he joined Bear 

Steams and then became a partner 

in a small firm that cleared trans¬ 

actions through Oppenheimer. 

Joel then founded a number of 

companies involved in real estate, 

oil and gas, and mobile home 

manufacturing. He had just started 

a geophysical survey company 

that was producing more than 

$100 million in revenues when he 

was diagnosed with Parkinson's 

disease. 

Fortunately, through Burtt 

Ehrlich, Joel was introduced to a 

neurologist at Mount Sinai who 

was doing a study of a new tech¬ 

nique called deep brain stimula¬ 

tion wherein two pacemakers 

are connected to the brain, which 

rewires the brain and causes most 

symptoms to cease, such as invol¬ 

untary movement, speech disorder 

and walking problems. This was 10 

years ago. 

Joel was the first person in the 

United States to undergo this pro¬ 

cedure. It had been tried 30 times 

in France. Last week, the results of 

a blind study of 170 persons with 

Parkinson's showed that those who 

had the surgery showed marked 

improvement. 

Joel has lived a relatively normal 

life all this time, although there 

are things he doesn't do, such as 

snow ski — after all, he is from 

Colorado. Joel hopes this story can 

help people such as him who face 

what seem like insurmountable 

problems. He would be pleased to 

talk to anyone he can help. 

David Konstan, the John Rowe 

Workman Distinguished Profes¬ 

sor of Classics and the Human¬ 

istic Tradition and professor of 

comparative literature at Brown, 

was honored by the American 

Philological Association for the 

best book in the field of classical 

studies published in the last three 

years by association members. APA 

named David the recipient of the 

2008 Charles J. Goodwin Award 

of Merit for his book. The Emotions 
of the Ancient Greeks: Studies in 
Aristotle and Classical Literature, 
published by University of Toronto 

Press. The award was announced 

at APA's 140th annual meeting, 

held in Philadelphia. 

The premise for the book is that 

the emotions of the ancient Greeks 

Hellenistic philosophy. In addition 

to his book on the emotions of 

the ancient Greeks, he has written 

books on friendship in the classical 

world and the notion of pity in 

both pagan and Christian thought. 

He also has worked on ancient 

Greek physics and atomic theory 

and on ancient literary theory. 

The Charles J. Goodwin Award 

of Merit, named in honor of a long¬ 

time member and benefactor, is the 

APA's single honor for scholarly 

achievement. Awarded annu¬ 

ally, it recognizes an outstanding 

contribution to classical scholar¬ 

ship published during the previous 

three years. 

APA, founded in 1869, is the 

principle learned society in North 

America for the study of ancient 

Greek and Roman languages, 

literatures and civilizations. 

Norm Solberg wrote from 

Osaka, Japan, to say that 2008 had 

its ups and downs. On the positive 

side, he has a new daughter, Mary 

Elizabeth, bom August 21. His 

wife, Megumi, had been pining 

since they lost an infant in 2003, 

and now she feels fulfilled. It's a 

treat for Norm as well, as Mary is a 

happy, healthy baby and smiles at 

everyone. 

In September, Norm's son, Eric, 

married longtime girlfriend Cora 

Lee, of Hong Kong. Like many 

Hong Kong Chinese, Cora has dual 

citizenship with Canada. She runs 

Deutsche Bank's computerized 

transactions activities there. The 

wedding was spectacular, what 

you might expect of two invest¬ 

ment bankers. Cora is beautiful, 

smart and a real dynamo. 

Eric now looks remarkably 

prescient, having left Citigroup in 

June 2007 to start his own private 

equity firm, which is prospering 

despite the downturn. He was 

able to retain many of his benefits 

David Konstan '61, a professor of comparative 

literature at Brown, was honored by the American 

Philological Association. 

— anger, shame, fear, love, hatred, 

pity, jealousy and grief — were in 

some significant respects different 

from modern conceptions, and 

that recognizing these differences 

is important to understanding an¬ 

cient Greek literature and culture. 

The selection committee called the 

publication "a splendid achieve¬ 

ment and a new benchmark in 

the study of philosophy and the 

emotions." 

David, who has been teaching 

at Brown since 1987, focuses his 

work on ancient Greek and Latin 

literature and on classical and 

and equity positions since he left 

Citigroup on friendly terms and 

some of those remaining there very 

much wanted to invest with him in 

their personal capacity. His record 

there was stellar, far outpacing the 

rest of his venture capital group 

put together in terms of returns. 

Also, wisely, he cashed out his 

Citicorp shares at a high level. The 

stock cratered since then. 

In December, Norm had an 

operation to bum out about half of 

the interior of his prostate. Techni¬ 

cally, it was a HoLEP procedure 

involving a laser. It does not appear 

to have involved cancer, although 

the biopsy results are not yet com¬ 

plete, but rather BHP (which most 

men our age have at least to some 

degree) and prostatitis or persistent 

inflammation. There really was no 

choice, as it was affecting Norm's 

kidneys, and he feels much better 

now. Megumi is stuffing him full 

of tofu, said to be one reason why 

prostate problems are so rare in 

Japan. 

As I write this, we are on our 

annual ski holiday at Copper Moun¬ 

tain. Denise and Alex Liebowitz 

skied with us for the third consecu¬ 

tive year, and Lisa and Bob Rennick 

came up from Colorado Springs to 

celebrate our collective birthdays. 

John Freidin 

1020 Town Line Rd. 

Charlotte, VT 05445 

jf@bicyclevt.com 

The Christmas winds whisked 

gray clouds across the Florida 

sun and spilled gentle rain on the 

luxurious Fisher Island off Miami. 

But the weather could not dampen 

my sweet visit with Steve Berk- 

man and his wife, Bobbi, who live 

with two chinchilla Persian cats. In 

Steve's words, the island is a "se¬ 

rene yet active condominium com¬ 

munity reached by a 10-minute 

ferry boat ride across the govern¬ 

ment-cut channel from the tip of 

Miami Beach. The island's 220 

acres accommodate 700 residential 

units, a nine-hole golf course, a 

half-mile beach, tennis courts, spa, 

hotel, restaurants, the Vanderbilt 

Mansion and so on. Sounds like 

paradise ... Well, it is. We had a 

wonderful and memorable day. It 

made me think back on our move 

to Miami 30 years ago. It's difficult 

to comprehend how time has 

transformed a rather sleepy town 

into one of the most vital business 

and tourist cities of the world." 

From the Berkmans' spacious 

condominium you can see, close 

up, every boat that enters Miami. 

This includes sport fishing boats, 

private yachts, commercial ships 

and freighters of more than 1,000 

feet. You can nearly touch the 

mammoth cruise ships that rise 

higher above the water than the 

terrace of Steve's fifth-story apart¬ 

ment! Steve says he and Bobbi 

"never tire of our incredible good 

fortune to watch or participate 

in, as we choose, the bustle of the 

world that surrounds us." 

Steve continues to be a first-rate 

golfer, and Bobbi has become Fish¬ 

er Island's perennial ladies' golf 

champion. Steve's older brother, 

Myles, also lives on Fisher Island, 

and his twin brother, Monroe, lives 

in Tampa. 

Professionally, Steve grew up in 
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the communications industry. But 

in Miami, he has started a number 

of companies in other fields. Cur¬ 

rently, two companies consume 

most of his time. Hema Diagnostic 

Systems develops, produces and 

markets rapid diagnostic tests 

for infectious diseases. Currently 

Hema has 15-minute highly ac¬ 

curate tests for HIV, malaria, 

hepatitis B and C, syphilis and 

tuberculosis. They are distributed 

throughout the world outside of 

the United States. And, best of all, 

Mike Stone joined Steve in this 

endeavor several years ago. Steve 

writes, "It's been great having 

Mike here with me. He recently 

went back to drawing and car¬ 

tooning." 

Bravo for you, Mike! Perhaps 

you can share some of your work 

and news with your classmates, 

also your e-mail. 

Steve's other company, M.R. 

Forest Technologies, explores the 

medicinal wealth of rainforests by 

examining Mayan medical records 

dating back more than 1,600 years. 

The company's goal is "to intro¬ 

duce relevant findings into today's 

nutraceutical and/or pharmaceuti¬ 

cal markets." 

You may contact Steve at cww 

berk@aol.com. 

John Garman and his wife, 

Nancy, visited Egypt in April 2008, 

spending five days in Cairo and 

eight days on a Nile cruise. John 

did a consulting gig in Jamaica in 

May and traveled to Albany in July 

to celebrate his 50th high school 

reunion at the Milne School. John 

recently had glaucoma and cataract 

surgery at Duke on his "good" eye. 

We wish him a successful and full 

recovery. 

John's e-mail is john@garman.net. 

Received a note from Marty 

Erdheim that, I bet, epitomizes 

the views of many of us: "Life is 

good. Business sucks. We are doing 

enough to pay the bills and take 

some salary, but not like it used to 

be and like it is going to be. (The 

culture will just have to live within 

its means.) In any case, life trumps 

business. My wife, Joan, and I will 

go to Sun Valley if Joan agrees to 

spend a great deal more time there 

with me. We work out and ride and 

hike and read there. I am certainly 

happiest when there." 

Joan practices head shrink¬ 

ing (Marty's term). His oldest 

daughter, Cara, is getting close to 

her Ph.D. in American literature 

and teaches at Fordham. Younger 

daughter Anna works for a prop¬ 

erty management firm in NYC, 

plays tennis and works out like a 

maniac. 

Marty's e-mail is popsam@aol. 

com. 

Ira Mason died in December. 

He was a highly regarded physi¬ 

cian, affiliated with NewYork-Pres- 

byterian/Weill Cornell Hospital. 

Ira received his M.D. from what 

is now Weill Medical College of 

Cornell University and did his 

residency at Bellevue Hospital. He 

practiced internal medicine in New 

York City. He is survived by his 

wife, Gail; daughter, Cori Berger; 

son, Jonathan; four grandchildren; 

and sister, Marilyn Bernstein. 

Ed Pressman, who brought my 

attention to Ira's passing, wrote, 

"I remember Ira as an extremely 

warm and friendly person." 

If you have memories of Ira, I 

hope you will send them to me. 

Ed's daughter, Susan Poage, was 

one of three recipients from New 

Jersey of the National Science and 

Math Teacher of the Year award. In 

addition to being honored by the 

New Jersey and Berkley Heights 

Boards of Education, she will be 

given her award at a dinner at 

tire White House as a guest of 

President Obama. Ed is thrilled not 

only with Susan's accomplishment 

but with the fact that his son-in- 

law, Susan's husband, has stepped 

aside to enable Ed to be Susan's 

escort. Seems an appropriate 

reward for Ed, who canvassed for 

Obama in Pennsylvania with his 

granddaughter, Madeline. 

At the end of February, Ed met 

with Paul Alter and Stan Wald- 

baum on the Columbia campus 

at an event called "The Bridge." 

The three represented our class at 

a dinner in tire John Jay residence 

hall with members of the Class of 

1987 and the first-year class ('12 

— can you believe it?!). Ed reports 

that the gathering "was simply to 

compare and present our feelings 

and experiences as freshman with 

the students. It was very informal 

and engaging. According to Paul, 

who is chairing our group, there 

will be future events with similar 

settings. Always get a thrill going 

on campus." 

Write soon. We're curious and 

finding more time each day to 

read. 

Paul Neshamkin 

1015 Washington St., 

Apt. 50 

Hoboken, NJ 07030 

pauln@helpauthors.com 

I'm sony to tell you that two of our 

classmates have died. In response 

to our last eNewsletter, Beverly 

Poserow wrote, "It is my sad job to 

inform you of the death of my dear 

husband, Herbert Lee Poserow. He 

died on June 29,2008, of complica¬ 

tions from colon cancer. He leaves 

behind four children, three step¬ 

children, five grandchildren and his 

wife, Beverly, of 10 years. He was 

predeceased by his first wife, Rosie." 

I also learned recently that John 

Dalton has died. I have no details. 

If any of you have any more infor¬ 

mation or would like to share your 

memories of Herb or John, please 

let me know. 

Don Margolis, Phil Satow and 

I have prepared a Class of 1963 

survey in order to get feedback 

from all of you about why you 

have, or have not, been supporting 

Columbia College. Although we 

had a great 45th reunion and raised 

a good class gift for Columbia, 

our percentage involvement, like 

most Columbia classes, lags well 

below our peer institutions in the 

Ivy League. Why? That's what we 

hope to find if you will take the 

time to answer the survey (and 

allows me to continue half-time, 

I will be delighted to do so. My 

son, Michael (32), is a journalist 

living in Berlin with his Catalan 

painter-wife, Irene. My daughter, 

Christine (22), is about to graduate 

in communications from Mary- 

mount in Manhattan College and 

plans to work somewhere in TV. 

She is on her third internship with 

Law & Order.” 
Phil Satow's daughter, Julie 

'96, is engaged. She is the business 

editor of The Huffington Post. Phil 

"recently acquired two letters of 

Abraham Lincoln and is thrilled to 

own a piece of history. Happy to 

show to interested classmates." 

Paul Lehrer is a clinical psychol¬ 

ogist and professor of psychiatry 

Michael Nolan '63 has started a lobbying effort. 

The National Campaign to Hire Artists to Work in 

Schools (www.nchaws.org). 

answer it honestly). We will let you 

know the results soon. 

During the last few months, 14 

different classmates have attended 

our second Thursday lunches: Joe 

Applebaum, Steve Barcan, Henry 

Black, Jerry Dwyer, Doron Gop- 

stein. Bob Heller, Bruce Kaplan, 

Don Margolis, Paul Neshamkin, 

Larry Neuman, Tom O'Connor, 

Barry Reiss, Herb Soroca and Jeff 

Thompson. This is a great chance 

to meet and greet old friends. Since 

we started these lunches at the 

Columbia Club, we have shared 

bread with more than 40 different 

classmates — some have returned 

more than 30 times. We would love 

to see more of you. 

Alexis Levitin writes, "I am 

writing you from the Galapagos 

Islands, where I have been hun¬ 

kered down for a month trying to 

learn how to take a pure vacation 

after many years of being a happily 

intense workaholic. Yesterday I 

swam for more than half an hour 

with two smooth, agile, extremely 

playful sea lions. That was utter 

bliss. In a few days, my experi¬ 

ment in self-enforced leisure will 

be over, and I will fly to Guayaquil, 

where I will spend tire next month 

working on translating the poetry 

of a circle of very young poets. 

An earlier Ecuadorian translation 

project. Tapestry of the Sun, Anthol- 
ogy of 18 modern poets, will come 

out in July (Coimbra Press). In the 

fall, my anthology of short stories 

in translation, Brazil: A Traveler's 
Literary Companion, will be issued 

by Whereabouts Press. 

"I have been teaching just fall 

semesters for the last three years 

and have enjoyed that regime a 

great deal. If SUNY-Plattsburgh 

at the University of Medicine and 

Dentistry of New Jersey, where 

he has been since 1972. The third 

edition of his widely used text, 

Principles and Practice of Stress Man¬ 
agement, appeared last year. He has 

published more than 100 chapters 

and articles, mostly in the fields of 

clinical psychophysiology, biofeed¬ 

back and stress management. This 

year, he received the Distinguished 

Scientist Award of the Biofeedback 

Foundation of Europe. He has been 

married to the former Phyllis Alp- 

ert since 1965. She is a professor 

of piano at Westminster College 

of the Arts, Rider University. They 

have two children. Their son, Jef¬ 

frey, received a master's from SIPA 

and serves as a Foreign Service 

officer with the U.S. Agency for 

International Development, in 

El Salvador. His wife, Natalia, 

works in finance. They have two 

children, David (5) and Ariana (2). 

Their daughter, Suzanne, lives and 

teaches the piano in Princeton, N.J. 

Her husband, Jonathan LeBouef, 

is associate registrar at Princeton. 

They have two children, Sylvia (2) 

and Alexander (3 months). 

Bruce Miller wrote to warn me 

that he was sending me a picture, 

"We (Amie Barkman, Mike Buma¬ 

gin, Bob Whelan et moi) had a little 

reunion at Einstein's Bagel joint. I'll 

send you our luncheon photo." He 

sent it, and you will find the latest 

photo of the Dallas / Fort Worth 

Class of '63 Club posted on the class 

Web site: www.cc63ers.com. 

Richard Tuerk reports, "I'm 

now completely retired and have 

been named professor emeritus of 

literature and languages at Texas 

A&M University-Commerce." 

Len Lippman practices gynecol- 
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ogy in Hartford, Conn. He and his 
wife, Arlene, have three grown 
sons and six grandchildren. He 
spends lots of time in NYC and 
enjoys traveling, painting, photog¬ 
raphy, theater and being a zayde. 

Cal Cohn writes, "My name 
was recently added to the 'Best 
Doctors in America' list... quit 
while I'm ahead, right? I've had 
an interesting career, including 
working with Julius Axelrod at the 
time of his Nobel (I had nothing 
to do with the work for which he 
won) and with Aaron Beck, Lasker 
Award winner, where I made a 
small contribution to the genesis 
of cognitive therapy. I've had two 
clinical professorships and am 
proud of them. 

"My daughter is screening 
candidates for Survivor and is 
about to graduate from Washing¬ 
ton University (Wash U, bless its 
heart, is letting her finish her last 
two undergraduate courses at 
UCLA in order to be able to start 
her job in April as required); my 
son is finishing his second year in 
Teach for America in Los Angeles. 
He's moving to New York, joining 
a start-up health juice company. 
Deluxe Honey Drop. He'll have 
an equity position. They have just 
started and sell mostly through 
Whole Foods in the Northeast. 
My beautiful and wonderful wife, 
Helen, works in an administrative 
position for her brother's develop¬ 
ment company. I closed my office a 
few weeks ago and am writing and 
taking long walks. Helen and I are 
once again hosting the reception 
for Houston undergrads who've 
been accepted to Columbia. 
Houston is a great place to live, but 
don't tell anybody. Please call and/ 
or visit. Not working is tiresome 
after 42 busy years as a doctor." 

Patrick Cary-Bamard has posted 
another of his series of Pimento 
reports to YouTube (sign on to You- 
Tube.com and search for "Pimen¬ 
to"). These are a series of interesting 
reports concerning the dangers of 
lead in artificial turf (among other 
things). 

Michael Nolan has also been 
using the Internet to do good. He 
is using Facebook to spread the 
word about a lobbying effort he has 
started. The National Campaign to 
Hire Artists to Work in Schools. You 
can read all about it at the Web site 
he has created for the group, www. 
nchaws.org. 

Michael visited Nick Zill's 
daughter, Oriana, in Berkeley 
recently. She's a documentary 
producer with FRONTLINE World 
on PBS, working out of its West 
Coast office. 

Mark Hinckley Willes was 
appointed by the LDS Church First 
Presidency to take over as the next 
president and chief executive of 

Deseret Management Corp., the 
for-profit holding company that 
oversees commercial businesses 
attached to the church, including 
Deseret News /KSL TV. Prior to the 
announcement, Willes divided 
his time among Black & Decker, 
where he is a director; an adjunct 
professorship at Brigham Young 
University; and managing his 
investments in software start-ups 
Imagine Learning, AxisPointe and 
i3 Technologies. 

Remember, the Class of '63 
lunches are still going strong at 
the Columbia Club on West 43rd 
Street, so plan to visit NYC and 
join us. The next gatherings are 
on May 14 and June 18. Check the 
Web site at www.cc63ers.com for 
details. 

In the meantime, let us know 
what you are up to, how you're 
doing and what7 s next. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 
ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Stella Miele-Zanedis 

mf24i3@columbia.edu 

212-851-7846 

DEVELOPMENT Paul staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 

212-851-7494 

Norman Olch 
233 Broadway 
New York, NY 10279 

norman@nolch.com 

Mark your calendars and get set to 
attend Alumni Reunion Weekend, 
Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 7. 
Now is your chance to find out 
what your freshman roommate 
has been doing (if anything) for 
the past 45 years. The planning 
committee has arranged a program 
that will be fun, will stimulate the 
intellect and, most importantly, 
will allow you to spend lots of time 
with classmates. 

The festivities begin Thursday 
evening with a private cocktail 
party at the Harmonie Club (Fifth 
Avenue and East 60th Street), 
generously hosted by Larry Gold¬ 
schmidt and his wife, Maya. 

During the day on Friday, there 
are many events from which to 
choose, including a talk by Bob 
Friedman, CAO and CLO at 
The Blackstone Group, on "The 
2008-09 Economic Crisis: What 
Caused It and Could It Have been 
Avoided?" In the evening, there's 
a class tour and party at the Rubin 
Museum of Art on West 17th 
Street, which focuses on Himala¬ 
yan art. 

On Saturday morning, three 
classmates will consider "The 
Future of Print Journalism": Clark 
Hoyt, public editor of The New 
York Times; Merv Rothstein, editor 
of the Times' Escapes section; and 
Gene Meyer, for many years a 

reporter with The Washington Post 
and now a freelance journalist. 

On Saturday afternoon, Richard 
Muller will speak on his book. 
Physics for Future Presidents: The 
Science Behind the Headlines. Rich 
is professor of physics at UC Berke¬ 
ley, where a poll of students voted 
his course, also titled "Physics for 
Future Presidents," the best class of 
2008. [Editor's note: See "Colum¬ 
bia Forum," January/February, 
www.college.columbia.edu / cct / 
jan_feb09/ columbia_forum.] 

On Saturday night, the class 
will have a dinner in the Starr 
East Asian Library, at which Steve 
Case, a member of the University's 
Board of Trustees, will give an 
insider's view and welcome ques¬ 
tions about recent developments at 
the College. 

The weekend concludes with a 
brunch on Sunday. 

Classmates who have partici¬ 
pated in planning the weekend 
include Jim Akers, Adam Bender, 
Steve Case, Tony David, Kevin 
DeMarrais, Henry Epstein, Gerry 
Freedman, Marty Isserlis, How¬ 
ard Jacobson, Gil Kahn, Fred 
Kantor, Ed Leavy, Peter Lowitt, 
Clay Maitland, Gene Meyer, Jeff 
Newman, Dan Press, Bob Rivitz, 
Ira Roxland, Nick Rudd, Steve 
Solomon, Irv Spitzberg, Peter 
Thall, Allen Tobias, Ivan Weiss- 
man and Jerry Zupnick. 

Many of us share Ed heavy's 
thoughts: "As our reunion ap¬ 
proaches, I am thinking more than 
I usually do about Columbia and 
its meaning to me. I think it is also 
a question of age.1960-64 were, 
without doubt, four of the most 
important, enjoyable and influen¬ 
tial years of my life." 

Ed, an immigration lawyer in 
Washington, D.C., adds, "I must say 
that I am thrilled, having marched 
occasionally with Martin Luther 
King Jr., and having prepared food 
for die March on Washington in 
August 1963, to have lived to see 
Barack Obama '83 take the mantle 
of leadership in the United States. 
I pray, as we all do, for better times 
ahead." 

My wife, Jacqueline, and I 
look forward to seeing you at the 
reunion. 

Leonard B. Pack 
924 West End Ave. 
New York, NY 10025 

packlb@aol.com 

Mike Cook has been in the news 
lately. Mike received the Distin¬ 
guished Service Award from the 
New York City Bankruptcy Assis¬ 
tance Project at its award program 
on November 13. Mike was cited 
"for his unparalleled dedication to 
the creation of the New York City 

Bankruptcy Assistance Project and 
to its leadership through its initial 
years, which assured the Project's 
success to the benefit of indigent 
New Yorkers, the bankruptcy 
courts and the bankruptcy bar." 

Mike wrote a piece in the Decem¬ 
ber 2008 issue of the American Col¬ 
lege of Bankruptcy Journal describing 
the work of the college's pro bono 
committee. Mike reported that the 
college supports existing or newly 
formed bankruptcy consumer 
debtor programs or projects that 
counsel or deliver legal services 
to indigent consumer debtors. He 
noted that the committee favors 
grants to organizations with 
educational programs for indigent 
consumer debtors and attorneys 
who provide pro bono indigent 
consumer legal advice. He reported 
that the committee had approved 11 
of 16 grant requests during the first 
10 months of 2008. 

Ken Ehrlich, who lives in New 
Orleans, responded to my request 
for news with the following great 
report: 

"Although some of the news 
is rather old. I'll briefly give a 
rundown of what I have been do¬ 
ing during and after Katrina hit on 
August 29,2005. My wife, Melanie 
'66 Barnard, and I spent the night 
of Katrina safely at her lab at the 
Tulane Medical Center. Only the 
next afternoon, with the sun shin¬ 
ing, did we discover how damaged 
the city was due to the flooding 
that occurred after the failure of the 
drainage canal levees. We spent the 
next four days at Tulane and then 
were airlifted by private helicopter 
out of the city and eventually to 
New York where our daughter, Ani 
'01 Barnard, was living. 

"We then spent the next year 
on a 'sabbatical' in Baltimore with 
me working in the Johns Hopkins 
chemistry department continuing 
my research on the biosynthesis 
of the fungal toxin, aflatoxin. We 
returned home to New Orleans on 
the one-year anniversary of Katrina 
to a newly built house on the site of 
our old flooded house. I resumed 
my job at the Southern Regional 
Research Institute, a division of 
the Agricultural Research Service, 
which by then had been repaired. 
Since then, I have watched the slow, 
but exciting, rebuilding of the dev¬ 
astated areas of this vibrant city. 

"I have been at SRRC for almost 
30 years and, with the new knowl¬ 
edge of genomics, the biochemistry 
and molecular biology work I have 
been doing has only become more 
exciting. My wife and I have been 
participating in the rebuilding of 
New Orleans, both by public 
advocacy for homeowner recovery 
(see Chatushome.com) and by 
enjoying establishing our garden, 
a lesson well-learned from reading 
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Voltaire's Candide. I still love New 

York and try to visit at least once a 

year. Sadly, the openness of the Co¬ 

lumbia I knew in 1965 is somewhat 

lost post-9-11 with the heightened 

security at the school, but tire city is 

more beautiful and cleaner than it 

was then. I love theater and dance. 

While New Orleans and Baltimore 

have great theater, we only see 

great dance in NYC. 

"Right now. I'm having too much 

fun to retire, but it is a looming pos¬ 

sibility. I would enjoy hearing from 

classmates and reflecting on whati s 

happened to our country and the 

world since we graduated." 

I wrote to Niles Eldredge to 

wish him a Happy Darwin's Birth¬ 

day and asked him if he had any 

news to share. He replied, "Well... 

how much space you got? 

"Just back from two weeks in 

Europe (Italy and Portugal) open¬ 

ing a version of our NYC American 

Museum (2005) Darwin exhibition, 

brought up to date and emphasiz¬ 

ing Darwin's connections to Italy 

(early inspirations, later correspon¬ 

dence, plus the human fossil record 

in Italy). Then off to Lisboa, where 

we arrived in time to help celebrate 

the opening of their version of our 

show. I spoke about Darwin in 

Firenze, Milano, Roma and Lisboa. 

"From late November through 

well into December, my wife, 

Michelle, and I spent a month in 

Chile and Argentina chasing the 

young Darwin down, and I spoke 

in Valdivia, Pucon and Santiago 

(Chile); Puerto Madryn, Ushuaia 

and Bahia Blanca (Argentina). 

Darwin spent three years there 

(1832-35) and came to evolution by 

looking at fossils and living species 

in Patagonia — before he got to the 

Galapagos — which is the hip new 

thing in terms of modem Darwin 

scholarship (www.springerlink. 

com/content/54n5418h4g7676wu/ 

fulltext.pdf). I am about to embark 

on a crusade to have Darwin's fossil 

localities at Bahia Blanca (Argen¬ 

tina) designated a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. 

"With our younger son, Gregory 

(Doug is our older son), acting with 

me as co-editor, we have founded 

a new journal (free access: www. 

springer.com / life+sci / journal / 

12052) dedicated to connecting the 

world of professional academic 

evolutionary science with the K- 

college classroom. Check it out, it's 

a killer-diller! 

"Greg and Doug each have two 

kids, so grandchildren are way high 

on our list to keep on keepin' on! 

"Music remains high on my radar 

screen; hoping to get involved out 

here in New Jersey in a museum 

initiative built around the life work 

of Clark Terry, but by easy extension, 

all jazz musicians, still with us and 

not, who have done so much." 

Roy Euvrard retired in 2007 

and "moved to France, where I'm 

researching my family tree (all my 

father's grandparents were bom in 

Haute Saone), traveling and trying 

to learn French. La vie est bonne!" 
Michael Schlanger has taken 

advantage of Columbia's coloniza¬ 

tion of the new Obama administra¬ 

tion. He writes, "With Covington 

& Burling litigators Eric H. Holder 

Jr. '73, '76L and Lanny Breuer '80, 

'84 SIPA, '85L off to be Attorney 

General and criminal division 

head, respectively, Michael 

Schlanger promises to help hold 

down the Covington litigation 

fort indefinitely. 'It is my fondest 

hope to try cases until our 75th 

class reunion, and then to regale 

my classmates with anecdotes of 

witnesses recently demolished on 

cross-examination.' In January, 

Michael secured major victories 

in federal court in Manhattan, 

obtaining full dismissals in two 

securities class actions against his 

client Quanta Capital Holdings, 

a Bermuda-based insurer that 

sustained heavy losses by reason 

of the unprecedented hurricanes 

of 2005. These were the first cases 

to address securities claims arising 

out of alleged under-estimation 

of losses arising from the 2005 

hurricanes, and to reinforce prior 

precedent on the timing of the 

recognition of losses where the 

catastrophic 'eventi long precedes 

the 'reporting' and 'quantification' 

of losses from the event. The cases 

were heard and determined by 

Judge Robert Patterson Jr. '50L, 

who wrote 84 pages of opinions in 

support of his dismissal orders." 

Jay Woodworth was featured 

in a wonderful Wall Street Journal 
article on December 13: "The 

Romance of the Rails," featuring 

members of our generation who 

grew up with model trains and 

who are now renewing their love 

affair with them. The beginning of 

the article reads as follows: "When 

Jay Woodworth was growing up 

in the early 1950s, he couldn't wait 

to get the latest Lionel catalog. 'I 

would take it to bed and dream 

about all those great trains,' he 

says. Mr. Woodworth doesn't 

have to dream anymore. Now, the 

semi-retired former bank executive 

commands a model-train empire at 

his house in Western New Jersey. 

As many as a dozen passenger 

trains race along the tracks. At one 

end, Mr. Woodworth is build¬ 

ing a scale model of New York's 

old Pennsylvania Station. As he 

stands at tire bar at the edge of his 

sprawling train room, he says he 

enjoys 'sipping on a tall frosty and 

watching trains whizzing around 

the layout.'" 

You can read the entire article 

here: http: / / online, wsj.com/ 

article / SB122877524153989295. 

html. That article contains a video 

clip featuring Jay and his train 

layout. The clip itself can also be 

accessed at http: / /online.wsj.com/ 

article / SB122877524153989295. 

html #articleTabs%3Dvideo. 

In addition to his model trains. 

Jay was occupied earlier this year 

in marrying off his daughter. Jay 

furnished me with a picture of 

himself with Ron Chevako and 

Larry Guido, which he described 

as having been "taken during an 

allegedly sober moment follow¬ 

ing the wedding of my daughter, 

Marian, a few weeks ago." The 

original photo appeared to me to 

be out of focus. I questioned Jay 

about this and he responded, "Yes, 

regrettably, that's the original pic. 

With all our refreshments at the 

time, we thought the focus was 

really good." 

Thanks to Derek Wittner and 

the Alumni Office, we had a terrific 

lunch on January 29 at the 21 Club 

in New York. 

John Zeisel's new book. I'm 
Still Here: A Breakthrough Approach 
to Understanding Someone Living 
with Alzheimer's, was published in 

January. As reported in a previ¬ 

ous column, John is the president 

of Hearthstone Alzheimer Care 

Center. In his new book, John 

demonstrates that people with 

Alzheimer's can live a long and 

fruitful life, but the approach to 

treatment of the disease and the 

patient must be reexamined and 

reevaluated. John's book and its 

underlying approach stress that the 

Alzheimer's mind is a working, 

thriving and creative mind. By un¬ 

derstanding that the Alzheimer's 

brain can still learn and process 

information, caregivers can react to 

the person with Alzheimer's as a 

functioning being. Most caregivers 

react to the secondary effects of the 

disease and its deficits, such as loss 

of brain function and difficulties of 

accessing memories. 

The approach advocated in 

John's book opens the pathways to 

communication with the patient. In 

his approach, John asserts that the 

agitation, anxiety, aggression and 

apathy manifested by Alzheimer's 

patients are often the person's nega¬ 

tive reactions to the care giving, 

medical treatment and physical 

environment that are not designed 

properly to support someone liv¬ 

ing with the disease. By building 

memory cues into living environ¬ 

ments that encourage independent 

movement and eliminating sources 

of frustration, and by providing 

meaning in peoples lives, it is pos¬ 

sible to offer people with Alzheim¬ 

er's a quality life with connection to 

others and to the world. 

You can find more information 

about John's book, as well as links 

to radio interviews, on his book 

blog: www.imstillhere.org. 

Stuart Berkman 

Rua Mello Franco, 580 

Teresopolis, Rio de Janeiro 

25960-531 Brasil 

smbl02@columbia.edu 

Lana Noone, widow of Byron 

Noone, let us know that our late 

classmate was remembered during 

the remarks that she and Jennifer 

Nguyen Noone, their daughter, 

delivered during the Vietnam "Op¬ 

eration Babylift" program at the 

Smithsonian Museum in late April. 

Paul Kastin reports from Atlan¬ 

ta that he and his wife, Rosthema, 

had supper with Jim Carder '67 

and his wife, Monica, in Montecito, 

Calif., recently. "Jim is a fraternity 

brother (Beta Theta Pi) whom I had 

not seen since 1965 (I graduated 

a year early). My close friend, 

another fraternity brother, Jim Boo- 

sales '65, knew that my wife and I 

were going to be in Santa Barbara 

and suggested that I contact Jim 

Carder, who had gone to the same 

high school as he. Coincidentally, 

Carder also attended the Univer¬ 

sity of Chicago Graduate School of 

Business, though some years after 

Boosales and I finished there." 

Paul continues, "Carder looked 

the same to me (none of us look 

any older, as my eyesight fades 

with age), and we learned that 

about 25 years ago he founded 

Westridge Capital, which provides 

investment plans for institutions 

and appears to be prospering 

nicely. Those of us who knew him 

well expected him to be the next 

Bob Dylan ... then, he could have 

really been somebody! Seriously, 

we had a great reunion and hope 

to see him and Monica before 

another 40-plus years pass." Paul's 

e-mail address is servicemark@ 

aol.com. 

Your correspondent can hardly 

hear himself think as he edits (and 

adds the omni-missing capital let¬ 

ters) to the above. It's Carnival time 

in Rio and the noise, confusion and 

everything else you can imagine is 

going full-blast at the moment of 

writing. Oh, well, as the song says, 

"everything will be over by Ash 

Wednesday." 

Albert Zonana 

425 Arundel Rd. 

Goleta, CA 93117 

azl64@columbia.edu 

An assignment for all Class of 

'67 members: Please send news. 

Share your stories about life, travel, 

family, careers and everything else. 

You can contact me at the e-mail 

address above. 
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Arthur Spector 

fi»T « A 271 Central Park West 

■■■ New York, NY 10024 

abszzzz@aol.com 

Greetings. I hope spring has shown 

up. As I write this. New York City 

is expecting a snowstorm, and it is 

March. 

I ran into Pete Benitez the day 

I wrote these notes. The judge 

reported that he is still sitting on 

the bench in the Bronx, where I am 

sure he is deliberating well. I men¬ 

tioned to him that the women's Ivy 

League swimming events had been 

going on, since I remembered he 

had been a swimmer on the team 

— he said he had been wanting to 

see a meet one of these days. 

David Shapiro left a voice mail 

reporting that he is doing well and 

recently back from a trip to Israel. 

Phil Mandelker was in the city 

from Israel, but I didn't have a 

chance to see him. He reports that 

all is well with him and his family. 

Paul Brosnan sent some clever 

political e-mails. It would seem 

that he has become more focused 

on some of the entertainment value 

emanating from Washington, D.C. 

Paul was last seen in New York 

celebrating Columbia's Ivy League 

Championship baseball team. I 

wonder if they will repeat this year. 

Ken Tomecki invited Mark Leb- 

wohl '74, chair of dermatology at 

Mount Sinai, to the Cleveland Clinic, 

and apparently Ken is coming to 

Mount Sinai. Talking about baseball, 

I learned that Ken is a great historian 

of New York baseball. 

I had lunch with Seth Weinstein. 

He is working hard, but he shows 

no signs of slowing down. And I 

might add, early on the morning I 

wrote these notes he went for his 

bike ride and then over to the gym. 

Before lunch. Paul de Bary and I 

had lunch, as we do once every 

couple of weeks. He and I have 

high hopes that football will turn 

the comer this year. 

I went to a class on Plato's 

Republic as a guest of Bemie Wein¬ 

stein '65, who tells me that it is his 

17th class since graduating from 

the College. It was fabulous, with 

about 14 in the seminar and me 

— an alien intruder. The profes¬ 

sor, Kathy Eden, was superb and 

wonderful and engaging, and the 

class was good fun. I actually was 

well prepared, having read die ap¬ 

propriate chapters of The Republic 
for the class. (Bill McDavid — you 

would have enjoyed the class 

immensely.) The Plato class was 

through the Heyman Center. The 

other class that Bemie is taking is 

Art Hum with Professor Holger 

Klein, under the John Jay program. 

Bemie reports, "Both programs are 

showcases of best of the Univer¬ 

sity's faculty. He adds, "Getting a 

second chance to learn from them 

now when I'm older (and possibly 

wiser) is a thrilling experience." I 

also enjoy having a snack before 

the class with Bemie and renew¬ 

ing our ties — bonded in part 

by the fact that two of our kids 

went to Fieldston together and to 

Columbia College. Also, of course, 

for those of you who live in the 

metropolitan area — what a good 

way to spend some time. 

I received a note on stationary 

from Lloyd Loomis, in Rio, where 

he and his wife were celebrating 

their 40th wedding anniversary. 

The trip, he reports, also included 

Uruguay and Argentina, and he 

reports that "we are finally getting 

the hang of getting married." 

Lloyd wrote that "after 35 years of 

practicing labor and employment 

law, I am changing course." In 

early 2009, he was "sworn in as a 

Superior Court Commissioner, and 

I will serve a limited jurisdiction 

judge. I am excited about this new 

adventure." Lloyd adds that the 

Los Angeles Superior Court is one 

of the largest legal systems in the 

world, with more than 450 judges 

and 125 commissioners. He says 

he will continue at Claremont 

Graduate School teaching employ¬ 

ment law course for M.B.A. and 

M.S. students. "Lots of fun." Lloyd 

added that his "son is doing well 

as an employment lawyer with 

Paul Hastings in Los Angeles" and 

his daughter "has her hands full 

as a stay-at-home mom with three 

kids and a new puppy." 

Okay, Judge, I hope you rule 

wisely from fire bench. All the best 

to you and congratulations on 40 

years — many more good ones. 

I recently was looking for a pres¬ 

ent for my close friend, and I was 

thinking of something from ancient 

Greece, as her family came from 

there a long time ago. In any event, 

I came upon an idea for a coin from 

ancient Greece — I know nothing 

about this area, but I thought it 

would be a cool gift. So I did a bit 

of surfing the Web and didn't have 

a chance to visit the stores in the 

city but I had it in my mind to do 

more research on the subject. So lo 

and behold, I received a letter from 

Joe Wihnyk '70 with a copy of The 
Celator, a magazine with his story 

on the cover. It also has fascinating 

information about ancient coins 

and the like. His article, "Dionysos 

Unmasked on Neapolitan Nomoi," 

is quite a work — and the informa¬ 

tion from 300 B.C. or so is sub¬ 

stantial and detailed. I am looking 

forward to reading the magazine 

more closely and then tracking him 

down for my present idea. 

Actually, Joe, there are a few 

items at the Met that I would pre¬ 

fer to have — I wonder if I could 

sneak them out the front door. 

I hope all is well. I have this idea 

about an interim reunion — let me 

know. All the best. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Stella Miele-Zanedis 
mf24l3@columbia.edu 

212-851-7846 
DEVELOPMENT Paul Staller 

ps2247@columbia.edu 
212-851-7494 

•JPI Michael Oberman 

Kramer Levin Naftalis & 

Mi Frankel 

1177 Avenue of the 

Americas 

New York, NY 10036 

moberman@ 

kramerlevin.com 

We are in the home stretch of 

planning for our 40th reunion, 

now only weeks away (Thursday, 

June 4-Sunday, June 7). By now, 

the program is set, and we are 

focused on expanding the number 

of classmates who will attend. 

(See our Web site, http: / /reunion. 

college.columbia.edu, for a list 

of those who have registered.) 

The reunion begins on Thursday 

night, with a cocktail reception 

graciously hosted by Kathy and 

Mike Schell at their Upper West 

Side apartment. Friday night, 

we will gather for drinks and 

light food in the Kellogg Room 

of SIPA. Saturday has multiple 

events, including the Dean's Day 

program in the morning. After 

much debate within our planning 

committee, we have decided to 

have an open-mic discussion after 

our lunch in the Graduate Student 

Lounge, Philosophy Hall, titled "40 

Years in 3 Minutes." We will invite 

classmates to reflect and reminisce 

on the years since graduation and 

how the College experience shaped 

those years. For our Saturday 

night dinner in the Low Library 

Faculty Room, our scheduled guest 

speaker is Judd Gregg. 

Our planning committee has 

included (with varying degrees of 

participation) Jonathan Adelman, 

Lany Berger, John Bemson, Mark 

Drucker, Roy Feldman, Neil Flom- 

enbaum. Miles Freedman, Robert 

Friedman, Nick Garaufis, Sam 

Goldman, Edward Hyman, Woody 

Lewis, George Lindsay, John Lom¬ 

bardo, John Marwell, Joe Matema, 

Dick Menaker, Jerry Nadler, Fred 

Neufeld, me, Richard Rapaport, 

Dave Rosedahl, Gary Rosenberg, 

Irv Ruderman, Peter Rugg, Mike 

Schell, Sepp Seitz, Dave Sokal, 

Steve Valenstein, Mark Webber, 

Jim Weitzman, Eric Witkin, Rich 

Wyatt and Alan Yorker. 

I asked committee members 

to share news, and here are some 

responses. Ed Hyman and his col¬ 

league, Benjamin Bowser, dean of 

California State University at East 

Bay, authored an amicus curiae brief 

before the Supreme Court of Loui¬ 

siana that outlined the applicable 

psychological and social psycho¬ 

logical research in ethnocentricity, 

racism and, particularly, the social 

psychological and clinical impact 

of lynching on the African-Amer¬ 

ican community. The SF Bay Area 

scholars, under the tutelage of their 

legal adviser, former University of 

Santa Clara Law School dean Ger¬ 

ald Uelmen, provided a scientific 

basis for the court to understand 

the community impact of a lynch¬ 

ing knot that had been introduced 

onto a tree in a racially segregated 

area in the Jena, La., high school 

yard. The brief was appended to 

a motion to remove the Jena Six 

trial court judge, who had presided 

over the case for two years. The 

court granted the motion, relieving 

the trial judge, who had presided 

over what many professionals 

believed to be a two-year pattern of 

abuse of the juvenile wards. 

Ed also mentions that his oldest 

son, Cameron, is graduating from 

Carleton College in June, and will 

assume a position as a microbio¬ 

logical researcher at Stanford 

Medical School's Department of 

Immunology, where he and his col¬ 

leagues investigate airborne toxins, 

including diesel and pesticides. He 

is the author of a major protocol in 

that area, which he and Stanford 

colleagues introduced last summer, 

and of a paper to be delivered in 

August describing their ground¬ 

breaking work on the impact of 

airborne toxins on pediatric pulmo¬ 

nary patients. Cam is going enter a 

Ph.D. /M.D. program next year after 

a year as a fellow at Stanford. He is 

looking at M.D./Ph.D. programs at 

Columbia, Harvard, UCSF, UCLA 

and Stanford. 

Ed's younger son, Devon, 

entered Southern Cal last fall and 

studies film and photography. An 

award-winning photographer, 

Devon worked on his first movie 

within weeks of arriving on campus 

but also is intrigued with his studies 

of magical realism, in Spanish and 

English. 

Ed attended the April 40th 

reunion of the Columbia demon¬ 

strations and saw many classmates 

he had not seen since 1969, and 

"eagerly awaits seeing others at the 

class 40th reunion." Also, Ed "was 

informed last week by [my] wife, 

Deborah, that, due to the economic 

downturn, [I will] have to work the 

remainder of [my] life and would 

never retire. A day later she revised 

the estimate," and Ed now advises 

us "that he will be working for the 

remainder of this life, and well on 

into the next one!" 

Dick Menaker, "despite daily 
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toil in the salt mines of trial advoca¬ 

cy," continues to dabble on the side 

in history. It's a vain "effort to prove 

to himself that his doctorate in Eng¬ 

lish legal history from Oxford was 

not completely worthless, contrary 

to the palpable reality of the past 37 

years." His latest product, "FDR's 

Court-Packing Plan: A Study in 

Irony," appeared in History Now, 

the online journal of the Gilder Leh- 

rman Institute of American History 

(www.historynow.org/ 04_2008/ 

historian4.html). Dick is working 

on a study of the arms clause in the 

English Bill of Rights (1689), which, 

he claims, Justice Antonin Scalia 

mischaracterized in the Supreme 

Court's recent gun control decision. 

District of Columbia v. Heller. 
Jim Weitzman writes: "It's hard 

to believe almost five years have 

passed since our previous reunion, 

which I enjoyed immensely. I'm 

looking forward to coming to 

New York for our 40th on June 3, 

coincidentally, my birthday. Life 

for me has changed little since 

our 35th: I'm still in the radio 

broadcasting biz, having recently 

added a fourth station to my roster, 

which now comprises three in the 

Washington area and a fourth in 

Philadelphia. Two of these transmit 

entirely in a variety of familiar and 

not-so-common foreign languages. 

The program hosts and guests who 

come to the studios are a veritable 

United Nations, sans corruption 

and phony collegiality. I really owe 

my continued love affair with ra¬ 

dio to my WKCR addiction while 

at Columbia and the 'high' that fol¬ 

lowed my late midlife escape from 

the bonds of lawyerhood. 

"My wife, Malka, spends half 

her time in Israel among family 

and childhood friends, continuing 

to claim that I need 'more balance' 

(less radio) in my life. One break 

from the business came with a 

recent 'mission' to Cuba where, 

as part of a Chicago group, we 

brought clothing, food, medicine 

and religious articles to the 1,500 

mostly impoverished Jews remain¬ 

ing on the island. We were ecstatic 

to beat the arrival of the golden 

arches but, on our return, were 

singled-out for a thorough going- 

over from a humorless U.S. Cus¬ 

toms officer who suspected that we 

might be couriers of Cuban stogies, 

thus violating some 'trading with 

the enemy' act. Regardless of this 

unfortunate travel experience, I still 

drool over those boutique cruises 

to exotic destinations lusciously 

pictured in mailings from the Uni¬ 

versity Alumni Office. Has anyone 

from the class gone? Hope we have 

a good turnout at the reunion." 

I reached out to Kris Sharpe for 

news (prompted by an anonymous 

tip from Dave Rosendahl), and 

Kris' reply includes a perception 

that I find too many classmates 

hold — that others will not find his 

news interesting. On the contrary, 

I am repeatedly told how much 

classmates enjoy learning what 

others have been doing. 

Guys: I've been doing this for 

30 years; I need responses when I 

solicit news, and I'd love to receive 

unsolicited news. 

Here is Kris' news, which has 

much of interest: "I've been with 

the Minneapolis law firm of Faegre 

& Benson for almost 37 years. I'm 

the head of the firm's corporate 

practice (about 150 lawyers in 

seven offices, including London, 

Frankfurt and Shanghai), which 

leaves me little time for the actual 

practice of law (I used to lay claim 

to a public company/securities 

expertise — I'm not sure I can 

make that claim today). I have 

announced that I will be retiring 

at the end of this year, and hope to 

spend much more time in Tucson, 

where my wife and I have a second 

home. Speaking of wives, Susan Ja¬ 

cobson is my third (and last!) wife, 

and also a partner in our corporate 

group. We have no children of our 

own (and I have no children from 

my prior marriages), but Susan's 

son is graduating this year from 

medical school in Portland, Ore., 

and he and his wife are the proud 

parents of 6-month-old twin girls. I 

guess that makes me a grandfather 

of sorts. Like I said, very boring." 

I e-mailed Kris back to recall all 

the time spent in the Carman Hall 

study area "grub room" (which is 

no more). 

Kris' mention of "his third wife" 

makes one wonder about other 

milestones. Like who has had the 

most children graduate from the 

College? (Probably Joe Matema, 

with three daughters, and Jona¬ 

than Schiller, with three sons.) Or 

who has the most mentions in 

1,001 Books You Must Read Before 
You Die? (Likely Paul Auster, with 

six novels — as noted in The New 
York Times on May 23,2008.) Or 

who has the least number of years 

on acid reflux medication? Or who 

has finally finished the assigned 

Thucydides reading for Lit Hum, 

and when? This is a good warm up 

for reunion. 

Speaking of Jonathan Schiller: 

He recently was elected a trustee 

of the University. A recipient of a 

John Jay Award for distinguished 

professional achievement in 2006 

and a member of the Columbia 

University Athletics Hall of Fame, 

Jonathan is a co-founder and man¬ 

aging partner of Boies, Schiller & 

Flexner and specializes in complex 

litigation and arbitration. 

This issue appears as the current 

College Fund year draws to a close. 

Last year, our class ranked well 

among all classes, in third place for 

number of John Jay Associates (43) 

and in ninth place for most unre¬ 

stricted dollars raised ($273,360). 

By a large margin, most gifts by our 

classmates were under $500. While, 

on behalf of our Class Agents (Eric 

Branfman, Dick Menaker, Mike 

Schell, Eric Witkin and me), I 

encourage those who regularly give 

to give as much, if not more, than 

before. In this reunion (albeit eco¬ 

nomically difficult) year, I especially 

call on classmates who do not give 

regularly to join those who do, and 

thereby raise our participation rate 

(because the overall participation 

rate of the College's alumni affects 

how the College is ranked). 

Reading CCT leads most class¬ 

mates to recall their days at the Col¬ 

lege and what is special about them 

— the readings, the teachers, the 

activities, the friendships, the time 

of growth, the campus and more. If 

reflecting makes you feel like part 

of the Columbia community, show 

your active connection by support¬ 

ing the College. Send your donation 

to Columbia College Fund, at its 

new address: Columbia Alumni 

Center, 622 W. 113th St., MC 4530, 

Floor 3, New York, NY 10025. En¬ 

close a note that your contribution 

was prompted by reading CCT. 

Peter N. Stevens 

11 180 Riverside Dr., Apt. 9A 

m New York, NY 10024 

peter.n.stevens@gsk.com 

My most recent cry for help in the 

news department has met with 

the usual overwhelming response. 

I received one piece of real news, 

but it was a good one — an actual 

letter from long-lost classmate Jay 

Fleisher. Jay wrote: "Maybe you 

remember me, maybe you don't. 

I was in your class at Columbia 

and played one year of football. 

... After graduation, I was a Navy 

flight officer in Iceland, went to 

law school in Florida and practiced 

many years as house counsel for 

the Shriners Hospitals for Children 

in its headquarters legal depart¬ 

ment. Got promoted to managing 

attorney, but chucked it all in 2008 

and moved to Palm Beach Gardens, 

married my high school sweetheart 

after not seeing her for 40 years (she 

still looks great) and opened my 

own law firm. Life's fun!" 

First of all, welcome back, and of 

course I remember you. I distinctly 

recall you and I would frequently 

serve as punching bags for our 

more talented teammates during 

practice in our freshman year. And 

when I brought up the fact that I 

had received a letter from you with 

my posse at our regularly sched¬ 

uled pre-Ivy basketball game meal 

at V&T, Dennis Graham, Bemie 

1 Josefsberg and Terry Sweeney all 

recalled you fondly. Terry, whom 

you might recall also was in ROTC, 

was jealous of your naval posting. 

He spent the bulk of his naval time 

in a recruiting office in Louisville, 

Ky. We would love to see you 

return for Homecoming this year, 

especially at the football dinner on 

that Friday night. About a dozen 

or so of the guys from the team 

faithfully attend. Dick Alexander, 

Jim Wascura, Frank Furillo, Phil 

Russotti, Bill Poppe, Lennie Ham¬ 

mers, Fred Suchy, Dennis Graham, 

Bemie Josefsberg, Terry Sweeney 

and Jack Probolus are regulars. 

Levien gym regular Jim Miller 

follows the progress of our bas¬ 

ketball team and is finally able to 

say that he sees real progress in the 

program. In fact, Jim believes that 

next year's team has the talent to 

compete for the Ivy title. To put 

this into perspective, we last won 

the title during our sophomore 

year — a mere 41 years ago. So, 

let's hope Jim is right. 

We are getting close to the time 

when planning for our 40th re¬ 

union will commence. Please make 

a mental note (and don't forget it) 

not only to attend but also to con¬ 

tribute to the event. These reunions 

are always a blast. You should be 

hearing from the Alumni Office 

soon with details. Also, mark your 

calendars for Saturday, September 

19. That's the date for the football 

opening game against Fordham. 

Bemie Josefsberg and I will host 

a tailgate. 

Finally, please keep in mind that 

all of you have a constitutional 

right to provide me with news for 

my next column. And, of course, 

go Lions! 

Jim Shaw 

139 North 22nd St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

jes200@columbia.edu 

Greg Wyatt was one of five alumni 

honored with a John Jay Award for 

distinguished professional achieve¬ 

ment at Low Library Rotunda on 

March 10 (see related article). 

Among those in attendance were 

Duncan Darrow, Bernard Falk, 

Richard Fuhrman, Peter Hiebert, 

Richard Hsia, Mark Kingdon, 

Dennis Langer, Philip Milstein, 

Christopher Moriarty, Alex Sachare 

and Edward Wallace. Vincent Bo- 

nagura also was scheduled to attend 

but was unable to make it. 

Greg, the distinguished sculptor- 

in-residence at The Cathedral 

Church of St. John the Divine, gra¬ 

ciously afforded classmates a tour of 

his studios at our last reunion. Greg, 

who earned his M.A. in ceramic arts 

at Teachers College and completed 

his doctoral coursework in art 

education in 1976, was nurtured in 
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the artistic tradition of the Hudson 

River School at an early age by his 

father, William Stanley Wyatt, who 

was a distinguished painter and fine 

arts professor. 

Greg chose cast bronze as his 

primary medium, and a fine 

example of his work is his 2004 

gift to the University, Scholars'Lion, 
which stands on the Momingside 

campus near the entrance to the 

Dodge Fitness Center. His works 

have appeared in numerous ven¬ 

ues around the world, including 

several at the Great Garden of the 

Shakespeare Centre in Stratford- 

upon-Avon, England. 

In his acceptance remarks, Greg 

saluted Meyer Schapiro Professor 

of Art History David Rosand '59, 

saying, "Columbia is a special edu¬ 

cational institution that nurtures 

and forms the necessary inquisi¬ 

tive atmosphere for taking on an 

individual's fine arts responses, 

and displays of these graphics 

from time-to-time throughout my 

undergraduate years were always 

consistently encouraged by my 

academic College adviser. Profes¬ 

sor David Rosand. Especially to 

David tonight, along with other art 

history professors of my education, 

I salute you and extend my eternal 

gratitude." 

In response to The New York 
Times article, "With Economy 

Plunging, Latvia's Government 

Falls," (February 21) I expressed 

concern for that economy to Juris 

Kaza and asked him for a report 

on the January riot in the capital, 

Riga. "Any analogies to Spring '68, 

or was that just role playing com¬ 

pared to actual economic issues?" 

I give the rest of the column to 

him: 

"Wintertime outdoor rallies are 

rare in Latvia, so when the new po¬ 

litical party. Society for a Different 

Politics, formed by dissident mem¬ 

bers of the ruling People's Party, 

called for a protest meeting the 

evening of January 13,1 decided to 

go have a look. A former minister 

of economics and a former foreign 

minister, both 'deserters' from the 

ruling coalition, were among the 

scheduled speakers. 

"At the Dom Square, the central 

square of Riga's Old Town, a few 

blocks from the national parlia¬ 

ment or Saeima building, a huge 

crowd had gathered, many with 

placards. As I squeezed through 

the crowd, one sign turned and 

revealed the words, 'WHORES ... 

DEPUTIES' (meaning members 

of parliament). I realized, in the 

words of an old friend from the 

Latvian-American community in 

Boston (she often said this when 

a party got rowdy) that this is no 
longer a soiree. 

'Economics seemed a side issue 

as I distractedly listened to the 

speeches droning in the back¬ 

ground. The real issue was the 

arrogance and unresponsiveness of 

the Latvian political establishment, 

with governing politicians calling 

discontented citizens baying little 

dogs and, in the words of then 

Prime Minister Ivars Godmanis, 

'penguins who should huddle 

together' when it gets colder. 

'Godmanis said this in a New 

Year's Eve speech, which I missed, 

as I rang in 2009 at my brother's 

house in Wayland, Mass. So as I 

wandered around the rally crowd, 

I shrugged at a small crowd of 

'altemative'-looking (dreadlocks, 

piercings, some neo-hippie clothes) 

young people moving around the 

edges of the crowd with hand- 

drawn signs about penguins. In 

a country where Ainars Slesers, 

the then minister of transport, 

campaigned with huge posters 

portraying him as, alternatively, 

a gigantic bulldozer and a Saturn 

rocket launching the space shuttle, 

not much can get a 'WTF' out of me 

anymore. 

"The usual folks from the Riga 

foreign press were also floating 

around the crowd, and I ran into 

Alex from Agence Trance-Press and 

a guy from some Dutch newspa¬ 

per. Unaware that I was speaking 

to an electronic Dictaphone and 

happy to talk R-rated colloquial 

English, I delivered a long rant to 

the Dutchman. Remembering it the 

day after, I wrote in my Latvian- 

language blog (going off topic from 

telecommunications to deliver 

my slant on the riot), 'I wonder 

how you translate mother[...]s into 

Dutch.' 

"What I told the Dutch journal¬ 

ist was something to the effect that 

'I don't think these mother[...]s 

(the political elite) will understand 

anything short of a riot.' 

'To make the story shorter, that's 

exactly what they got. As the rally 

of 10,000 spectators broke up, the 

relatively bland speeches — by 

the party leaders, someone from a 

union, a disabled person (no gays, 

please, this is Latvia!), a woman or 

two — left a sense of anti-climax. 

The chant of 'Dismiss the Saeima 

(parliament)' heard umpteen times 

during the rally was taken up by 

some 1,000 or 1,500 persons who 

swarmed toward the parliament 

building to face down about a 

dozen (!) riot police with shields, 

helmets, truncheons and body 

armor blocking the side entrance 

of the Saeima. A gaggle of press 

photographers, TV cameramen 

and amateur videographers (later 

to fill YouTube with their material) 

jostled with the front ranks of the 

increasingly incensed crowd con¬ 

fronting but not attacking the po¬ 

lice. These guys (and some women, 

hard to tell under the helmets and 

visors, but the number of women 

in the Latvian military should 

please even the most hardened 

feminists) were incredibly cold¬ 

blooded and stone-faced, even 

after the first chunks of ice and 

stones started flying at the Saeima 

building. Later, it turned out they 

were an elite military police unit 

backed by as many as 100 soldiers 

inside the 19th century structure, 

who would have battled the mob 

had they succeeded in storming 

the building (there were calls in the 

crowd to that effect). 

"As the first crash of glass (to 

cheers) was heard, I remembered 

not so much Columbia in 1968, as 

the following years, when D4M 

(?) or some other strangely named 

movement organized the stoning 

of the [Columbia] Business School 

and other 'politically offensive' 

buildings. I will admit that my 

Latvian background (parents flee¬ 

ing the Communists, etc.) made 

me very skeptical of the events at 

Columbia in 1968 — I even was 

with the Majority Coalition at the 

time, but I gradually shifted to my 

own form of libertarian radical¬ 

ism (together with Stan Lehr and 

Louis Rossetto, the founder of 

Wired magazine and now a choco¬ 

late entrepreneur). In fall 1969,1 

was with the Spectator staff down 

at the big Washington anti-war 

rally, shouting the same slogans as 

everyone else. 

"As protests against the political 

establishment, the events of 1968 

and the Riga riots of 2008 had 

something in common. There were 

predominantly young people in the 

crowd around the parliament and 

among the rock-throwers, although 

some of the rioters (and looters) 

were fueled by drink and the sheer 

thrill of breaking the law. People 

liked hearing the glass break, and 

frankly, so did I. 

"When it was all over, there 

were dozens of injuries (including 

a 16-year-old who lost an eye to an 

unidentified projectile) and arrests, 

but on the whole, it was nothing 

like the Columbia bust. I saw a 

couple of police charges, moving in 

lockstep, truncheons pounding on 

shields, the crowd retreating, rocks 

flying and banging off shields and 

helmets, but little or no emotion 

from these riot police. A squad of 

MPs that moved in to block access 

to the parliament area also stoi¬ 

cally stood under a hail of paving 

stones that smashed all the glass 

in their vehicles and then pressed, 

grunting and straining, against 

tire pressure of a crowd trying to 

overturn the already trashed Land 

Rover-type khaki-colored pickups. 

Those vehicles were not toppled. 

"Worst off were the municipal 

police, without protective gear, 

disorganized and overtaken by 

events, as TV specials on the riots 

a few days later reported, playing 

recordings of police radio calls: 'I 

have detained five guys, can any¬ 

one take them away?' 'What? No 

transport?' One witness told me of 

seeing a youth bound with plastic 

handcuffs only to escape after they 

were cut with scissors his girlfriend 

had in her purse. 

"The country's top civilian au¬ 

thority over the police. Minister of 

Interior Mareks Seglins, was home 

drinking wine with his wife and 

managing — apparently through 

his mobile phone — the response 

to the first Latvian riot since inde¬ 

pendence was restored. 

"I knew no one in the NYPD in 

1968, but I do have a friend with 

the municipal police in the precinct 

where the riot took place. He was 

on vacation the night of January 

13, but called a few days later 

to say that a police van, trashed 

and overturned in dramatic TV 

footage, 'was a piece of junk 

about to be written off.' A smaller 

police cruiser, abandoned by the 

police and bashed by youths with 

stones and lumber from a nearby 

construction site 'was the precinct 

chief's car, he used it to show off 

by cruising around. Got what he 

deserved...,' my pal said. 

"Some rioters, like the young 

woman in a video in what appears 

to be a fur (or fake fur) coat stomp¬ 

ing on an already trashed police 

car, outwardly seem to have no 

economic problems. January was 

before the economic data turned 

really bad, with GNP down 10.5 

percent [on an annualized basis] 

in last quarter 2008 and with dire 

forecasts for a drop of 12 percent or 

more in 2009 and unemployment 

soaring way into the double digits. 

"I also was in the middle of the 

first serious real economic protest 

when dairy farmers surrounded 

Riga with hundreds of tractors and 

attempted to drive a column of 

about 25 farm vehicles to the seat 

of government downtown. Initially 

refused permission, the farm¬ 

ers argued with the police, then 

blocked all three lanes of inbound 

traffic on a main street. I rushed to 

this scene with a visiting Swedish 

journalism student I was showing 

around my office (the LETA media 

group) when word came that 

'the tractors were rolling' but had 

stopped at a police roadblock. At 

the last minute, the farmers backed 

down and agreed to a compromise 

action of driving in their private 

cars behind a pickup carrying a 

symbolic coffin. The huge tractors, 

some with snowplows and scoops 

capable of lifting police cars out of 

the way, pulled into the parking lot 

of a shopping mall. 

"We rode a few cars behind 

the coffin and I translated an 
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interview for the journalism 

student with one of the lead¬ 

ers of the farmers. They parked 

and marched to the government 

house (The Cabinet of Ministers) 

with the coffin, accompanied 

by a funeral march blaring on a 

trumpet, set down the casket and 

pulled open the lid to reveal three 

flayed, bug-eyed cow heads. 

"At the end of the day, the farm¬ 

ers were promised the equivalent 

of more than $50 million in govern¬ 

ment support and the minister of 

agriculture resigned. That's what 

you can do with three dead cows 

and a few hundred tractors menac¬ 

ing access to the national capital. 

"This is only the beginning, 

and economic deprivation will 

play an increasing role in any civil 

disorder. Observers here worry 

that warmer weather will, like the 

Rolling Stones once sang, mean 

that 'summer's here and the time 

is right for fighting in the street.' 

When six-month-long unemploy¬ 

ment benefits run out for the large 

numbers of government and 

private sector workers that were 

being laid off around and after the 

turn of the year, there will be larger 

numbers of potentially desperate 

Paul S. Appelbaum 

39 Claremont Ave., #24 

New York, NY 10027 

pappell@aol.com 

"Shame on me," writes Nat Heiner. 

"On occasion, classmates have 

reached out through the years to get 

back in touch, and I'm astonished 

that they find me. Each issue, I read 

the Class Notes with great interest, 

and each time think to myself, 'I 

should probably send in news of 

myself, though I'm certainly no big 

deal, and I never did become the 

philosopher I promised everyone I 

would be.'" 

Well, Nat didn't quite send in 

news this time either, but he did 

invite me to Google him and see 

what I could find. Always game 

for a little snooping, I discovered 

that he is CTO for Northrop 

Grumman and was previously 

chief knowledge officer for the 

Coast Guard, "developing the 

long-term knowledge-manage¬ 

ment strategy for the Department 

of Homeland Security." Prior to 

his government service, Nat had 

been director of Web/Internet ser¬ 

vices at Northrop Grumman and 

Federal Data Corp., where he built 

Kenny Greenberg 'll has been creating neon scenery 

and lighting for Broadway stages, film and TV for 

three decades. 

people ready to take to the streets. 

The police, too, have taken wage 

and staffing cuts, forcing them to 

work harder for less pay, and their 

enthusiasm for dispersing people 

with grievances similar to theirs 

will not be great. 

"Unlike She firecracker chains 

of student protests and disor¬ 

ders at American colleges by the 

'privileged class' of those exempt 

from the draft and going to school 

in 1968, Latvia and some other East 

European countries may face a 

real, broad-based social explo¬ 

sion brought about by the policy 

failings of their own governments 

and the lending excesses of mainly 

Western-owned (Swedish, in Lat¬ 

via's case) banks. 

"All I can say is that more than 

40 years after the Columbia revolt 

and pushing the big six-oh, I still 

find it a thrill to be on the edge of a 

good riot." 

To even better visualize Juris' 

eyewitness report, see www.you 

tube.com/ watch?v=o6TNrlOWrA 

(that includes two letter o's, a one, 

and not a W but a double V) and 

www.youtube.com/ watch?v=yK 

GL80PblaI&feature=related (that 

includes a letter o, a one and a 

capital I). 

the technical and program teams 

responsible for designing secure 

Web infrastructure, enterprise 

Web sites and Internet/extranet 

portals. Nat also was president 

of Amazon Systems and The 

Logic Works, and v.p. at Virginia 

Information Systems Corp. Oh, 

and along the way, he picked up 

a Ph.D. in mathematical logic and 

linguistics from Columbia. 

Nat is not the only classmate in 

the IT world to write in this time. 

John Rechenberg, for example, 

spent the '70s programming at The 

Hospital for Special Surgery in 

New York, then became man¬ 

ager of computer services at Avon 

Books, an arm of the Hearst Corp., 

until 1988. After doing some con¬ 

sulting work at Woodbury Com¬ 

puter Associates, he moved on to 

Sterling Publishing, now owned 

by Barnes & Noble, as IT manager 

for 17 years. "I've been looking to 

stay on in publishing, but I have 

been out of work for more than 

a year. I've been in contact with 

Emily Seamone, associate director 

of alumni career development at 

Columbia's Center for Career Edu¬ 

cation, and she has kindly given 

me support and advice." John's 

daughter, Michelle, teaches at 

Trevor Day School in Manhattan, 

and his son is completing his resi¬ 

dency in anesthesiology in Boston 

at St. Elizabeth's Hospital. 

Another Her is Marc Miyashiro, 

an information architect for Contra 

Costa Health Services in the Bay 

Area, who lives in Clayton, Calif. 

Rather than sending me to Google, 

he linked me to his Facebook 

page, where I learned that he is 

inordinately fond of cookies and 

grandchildren (though probably 

not in that order of priority), and 

enjoys "movies, lots of movies, 

even 'bad' ones. I'm not indis¬ 

criminate, but I find value in odd 

ways and places." For many years, 

Marc has run his own consulting 

company, Grafix (www.grafix9000. 

com), which provides product 

design, graphics, user interfaces 

and other corporate communica¬ 

tion services. 

From Marty Edel comes word 

that "I have been busy practicing 

and teaching law. I practice with a 

small firm in NYC and teach sports 

law at Brooklyn Law School. Both 

have been interesting. I have kept 

up — sometimes intermittently — 

with several classmates, including 

my law school roommate, Steve 

Shapiro; my college roommate, Da¬ 

vid Stem; and several other friends, 

including Steve Schacter and Brian 

Rosner. I would love to hear from 

old friends, especially if they will be 

or are in the New York area." 

Always dream of seeing your 

name in lights? Here's someone 

who can help. Kenny Greenberg, 

who earned a degree from Teach¬ 

ers College, has been creating neon 

scenery and lighting for Broadway 

stages, film and TV for the past 

three decades. He is a conserva¬ 

tor for several museum neon art 

collections, has collaborated with 

internationally known artists and 

has exhibited his work in public 

venues. His studio. Krypton Neon 

(www.neonshop.com), is in Long 

Island City, where he also lives. 

Kenny and his wife, Diane, also 

run a popular community gallery, 

Art-O-Mat LIC (www.licweb.com/ 

artomat), with the mission of 

providing "a venue to promote 

and preserve local arts and the 

community within which artists 

live and work." 

Barry Etra 

1256 Edmund Park Dr. NE 

Atlanta, GA 30306 

betral@bellsouth.net 

Thank you, all ye who e-mailed in; 

and a pox on all the houses of thee 

who didn't! 

James Thomashower is presi¬ 

dent of the Philipstown Reform 

Synagogue in Cold Spring, N.Y., 

which recently became the first 

new synagogue in more than 10 

years to be accepted as a member 

of the Union for Reform Judaism 

in the New Jersey/West Hudson 

region. 

Michael Vitiello was honored 

by the North American Meno¬ 

pause Society for his work to 

improve the sleep of older women; 

he is the president of the Sleep 

Research Society, an organization 

of nearly 2,000 researchers and 

practitioners. Michael received a 

five-year research grant from the 

National Institute on Aging. He is 

at the University of Washington. 

Ronald Heifetz is the author of 

Leadership Without Easy Answers. 
He is a leading authority on leader¬ 

ship and leads conferences and 

workshops for business, religious 

and civic leaders. He is a senior lec¬ 

turer at Harvard's John F. Kennedy 

School of Government, and is the 

founder of the Center for Public 

Leadership. 

Continuing in author mode: 

David Weisz published a murder 

mystery, Kormushka, at the end of 

December under the pen name 

Dalan McEndree. The story takes 

place in Russia in the first half of 

this decade. For more, you'll have 

to buy and read it! 

Joe Wilson recently published 

The International Encyclopedia of 
Revolution and Protest: 1500 to the 
Present, a work in eight (!) volumes. 

Mark Wehrly started in '74, but 

graduated with us, then went to the 

Law School and practiced govern¬ 

ment law in Oregon and Micronesia 

in the '80s. He went back to school 

in the '90s, got two more degrees (in 

public policy and management) and 

has been working in the nonprofit 

sector since '94. Mark has been in 

London since '06, as company sec¬ 

retary for the British Association of 

Psychotherapists, and "enjoying all 

that Europe has to offer." He is look¬ 

ing for anyone in NYC who would 

like to swap houses. 

Hopefully, by the time you read 

this, the economy will be on its 

way ... keep those chins up (but 

not exposed)! 
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Fred Bremer 

532 W. lllfh St. 

New York, NY 10025 
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It's our 35th! No, not our 35th 

birthday (that seems, and was, 

ages ago). Not our 35th high school 

reunion (that was a few years ago). 
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Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 7, is 

our 35th College reunion. Yes, more 

than a third of a century has passed 

since our days on campus, and the 

class will be gathering to celebrate 

all that has happened during the 

intervening years. Starting from 

the same place, we all went our 

different ways and have our own 

unique stories to tell. Come back to 

Momingside Heights for a few days 

and share tales of yore and today 

with the only 600 guys who under¬ 

stand the experiences you travailed 

as you came of age! 

Events include Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday class-specific 

lunches, cocktail receptions and 

dinners (some with our friends 

from SEAS and Barnard); and 

all-class weekend events such as 

mini-Core courses, tours, Broad¬ 

way theater and Dean's Day on 

Saturday, which kicks off with a 

talk by Dean Austin Quigley on 

the "State of the College." Saturday 

evening features a dinner (be there 

for the class photo!), wine tasting 

and the Starlight Reception. 

While we may think of ourselves 

as still being young, the gray hair 

(or lack of same) reveals that we 

have accumulated a great deal of 

experience and even some wisdom 

during the past few decades. This 

column highlights how others are 

increasingly seeking to tap into this 

knowledge to enlighten the next 

generation. Like it or not, we are the 

"Mama Bears" of porridge fame: 

not too young to lack the experience 

and not too old to have forgotten 

the lessons we learned. On the 

bright side, just remember that this 

means we are "just right." Not a 

bad place to be. 

Dewey Cole, who has a general 

civil law practice at a firm in the 

Wall Street area, is one example of 

this phenomenon. Periodically, he 

moves down to Wilmington, Del., 

to teach a one-week "Intensive Tri¬ 

al Advocacy Program" at Widener 

University School of Law. Dewey 

also teaches a weekly class in "Per¬ 

suasion and Advocacy" (in other 

words, how to be convincing in the 

courtroom) at Seton Hall Univer¬ 

sity School of Law in New Jersey. 

It was at the latter that he says he 

bumped into Gerry Krovatin (a 

criminal defense lawyer in New 

Jersey). Ends up Gerry was a guest 

speaker in the same classroom in 

the previous period. (I guess the 

law school got a double dose of CC 

'74 experience that evening!) 

Among the classmates Dewey 

stays in touch with is Alan Pames, 

a partner at the midtown law firm 

of Proskauer Rose. Alan specializes 

in advising on the tax structure of 

deals. With the rash of pharmaceuti¬ 

cal mergers, I wonder if Alan and 

Ed Komreich (a partner at the same 

firm specializing in health care) 

have ever shared the same case. 

Sometimes classmates are being 

sought after to share their experi¬ 

ence with others through the new 

digital media known as "blogs." 

Having lost his job at Chubb, Bob 

Adler emerged 10 months later 

with his own consulting business. 

This led him to be tapped by The 
New York Times to share his thoughts 

on the subject of "What should you 

be prepared to do if you lose your 

job?" Bob wrote, in part, "The most 

important thing I learned this year 

was not to wait until the ax falls 

to start building relationships. It is 

hard to network unless you have 

exercised those networking muscles 

well before the pink slip arrives." 

All the more reason to come net¬ 

work at our 35th reunion! You never 

know what opportunities could 

emerge from the casual conversa¬ 

tions you will have with a group of 

guys with a host of connections. 

Sometimes there comes a time to 

start to transition your focus. I hear 

from Larry Silverman that such a 

time may have come. A successful 

litigator at the midtown law firm 

of Covington & Burling, Larry has 

been asked to become the chairman 

of the board of the Burton Blatt 

Institute. Located at Syracuse Uni¬ 

versity, the institute aims to advance 

the participation of persons with 

disabilities into the society at large. 

Larry will continue his law practice 

but can envision devoting an in¬ 

creasing amount of his time to this 

effort as time goes by. (If you know 

someone who has a passionate 

interest in this cause. I'm sure Larry 

would like to hear from you.) 

A longtime professor of com¬ 

parative literature and satire at 

the University of Miami (actually 

located in Coral Gables, Fla.), 

Frank Palmeri recently took on 

the additional responsibility of 

being director of graduate studies 

of its English department. Mar¬ 

ried to another English profes¬ 

sor in the department, Frank 

has found a way to minimize 

disputes: Frank concentrates on 

18th- and 19th-century works, 

while his wife specializes in 

17th-century literature. (If only 

it could be so easy for the rest of 

us!) 

If last February 10 felt a little 

unusual, it might be because it was 

officially Evan B. Forde Day in the 

city of North Miami, Fla. Evan, a 

longtime oceanographer with the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration in Virginia City (off 

the coast of Florida) also received 

a Congressional Commendation in 

2008 and was featured in last De¬ 

cember's issue of Black Enterprise. 
Why all this fuss over a scientist 

studying the deep ocean floor and 

the environmental factors causing 

hurricanes? It is probably due to 

how Evan has found a way to 

make a difference in his commu¬ 

nity by creating a curriculum for 

Miami-Dade County students that 

is teaching them biology, physics, 

chemistry and geology by study¬ 

ing the world's oceans. I recall an 

article several decades ago in CCT 
where Evan told of how he was a 

black kid of humble means whose 

life was transformed by an offer of 

a Columbia College education. I 

guess he found a way to pay back 

society for this opportunity. 

There you have it. A handful 

of the many stories of how our 

classmates are gradually making 

the transition from "mentee" to 

"mentor" and passing on knowl¬ 

edge gleaned from three decades 

of experience. Ask most, and they 

will deny that they are anything 

special. But come to the reunion in 

June, and you be the judge! I think 

you (and your family) will have a 

great time and meet a lot of very 

interesting people. 

75 
Randy Nichols 

503 Princeton Cir. 

Newtown Square, PA 

19073 

rcnl6@columbia.edu 

After graduating from Fordham 

Law in 1978, Tom Herlihy headed 

to California. For the last 20-plus 

years, Tom's own firm varied in size 

from 10-25 members. He concen¬ 

trated on representation of insurers 

involved in bad faith/punitive 

damage litigation. His entire shop 

recently moved to Wilson Elser 

Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker, 

allowing it to practice on a much 

larger scale. Tom and his wife, 

Janice, have two children. Daughter 

Carolyn graduated from Regis 

University and works for McKes¬ 

son Corp., and son John is finishing 

up at UC Berkeley. Law remains 

Tom's business, but for many years, 

He also has been a football official, 

working Northern California high 

school and college games. 

Like the new cabinet in Wash¬ 

ington, D.C., Jason Turner and his 

sons can almost field a complete 

basketball team. Jason is the proud 

father of three 12-year-old boys — 

twins of his own and one from his 

wife's previous marriage. Jason and 

Ukranian-bom Angie also are the 

parents of an 11-year old daughter. 

During [Mayor Rudolph] Giuliani's 

second administration, Jason was 

the New York City commissioner of 

human services with responsibility 

for welfare, employment and train¬ 

ing, and medical assistance. During 

his tenure, policies to increase 

employment resulted in reducing 

welfare caseloads from one-in-six to 

one-in-19 New Yorkers. 

After relocating to Wisconsin 

four years ago, Jason founded a 

consulting firm that assists Euro¬ 

pean governments attempting to 

emulate American programs that 

increase labor force participation 

and reduce public dependency. 

Several years ago, during Benjamin 

Netanyahu's tenure as treasury 

minister, the firm supported 

Israel's implementation of a pilot 

"Wisconsin" welfare initiative, 

now likely to be made permanent 

and expanded countrywide. Jason 

and his family live in Milwaukee. 

It's hard to believe, but 2010 

will be a reunion year again! Your 

class regulars already have been 

discussing reunion plans, but 

are looking for a few more good 

men to assist. If you would like to 

join the reunion planning, please 

contact me, one of the other class 

regulars or our class' Alumni 

Office representative, Sam Boyer: 

sb3029@columbia.edu. 

Clyde Moneyhun 

Program in Writing and 

Rhetoric 

Serra Mall 450, Bldg. 460, 

Room 223 

Stanford University 

Stanford, CA 94305 

caml31@columbia.edu 

No news to report this time. Have 

the lives of aging '76ers become 

quiet and uneventful? Surely not. 

Let's hear your stories. As always, 

send me anything in any form 

(e-mail is best) and I'll turn it into 

prose. 

David Gorman 

111 Regal Dr. 

DeKalb,IL 60115 

dgorman@niu.edu 

How could I resist giving the last 

word in the September/October 

column to Vietnhi Phuvan, who 

remarked that he checked for his 

obit in every issue of CCT? Well, be 

careful what you joke about, as he 

duly explained in subsequent cor¬ 

respondence, because on his way 

from work on January 6, Vietnhi 

almost made the list. 

"I fell unconscious while taking 

the subway home... and was 

brought into the NYU Langone 

Medical Center with a stopped 

heart, a few minutes away from be¬ 

ing declared legally dead. I owe the 

fact that I am alive, with zero brain 

damage, first to my unknown 

subway seatmate, who was a 

medically trained professional and 

who performed cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation on me (he lost his 

glove, and I still have it!); second 

to a Dr. Swarz, my late mother's 

physician, who showed up at the 

ICU at midnight and spent the 
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next 10 hours of his life making 

sure every few minutes that my 

body temperature stayed down; 

and third to the surgical team that 

was awakened from a deep sleep 

and put two stents in my heart at 

3 a.m." 

Vietnhi recalls how he woke 

up two days later, in the ICU, "to 

the sound of gorgeous nurse Sho- 

shana yelling at me, 'Open your 

eyes, open your eyes!' I looked 

at her and thought I had made it 

to heaven. Then I looked around 

and saw that I was in a hospital, 

with tubes sticking out of every 

orifice.... I was transferred from 

the ICU, had an operation to put 

in a third stent and another to put 

in a defibrillator, and was finally 

released from the medical center 

on January 31 at noon. 

"The nurses were wonderful to 

me throughout. They were sweet 

and friendly, and I went into a funk 

when I realized that I should have 

married a nurse or a schoolteacher 

instead of remaining unmarried 

and chained to my jobs all these 

years." 

I don't get where schoolteachers 

come into it, but let's cut the guy 

some slack; he may still be slightly 

disoriented. 

"I am OK now," Vietnhi adds. 

"I am making a few fundamental 

changes in my life and my lifestyle, 

and I feel that I used up six of my 

nine lives. My attitude as a profes¬ 

sional, which I had carried into my 

personal life, was that I'd rather die 

than complain. Well, I almost died 

and now, I feel not like the tough, 

hard-edged professional I was for 

25 years but like a jackass. And I do 

not want to be married to my job 

anymore. Having a real life outside 

my job is more important. And 

yes, I am looking for a way to take 

advantage of this second chance at 

life to do more good while I am still 

alive on this planet. I didn't choose 

life—I was too unconscious for 

that. Someone, actually, a bunch of 

complete strangers, chose life for me. 

My burden from now on is to prove 

that they made the right choice." 

Vietnhi's story reminded me 

vividly of my own brush with 

mortality, when I had a premature 

stroke in 1993. 

Like him, I feel extremely grate¬ 

ful for second chances, a gratitude 

I have tried to keep in mind and 

live by for the past 15 years — 

though it's not always so easy. 

I feel especially grateful to the 

nurses who took care of me dur¬ 

ing a week that I spent in an ICU, 

of which I have no memory. Since 

my recovery took a bit longer than 

Vietnhi's, I never had a chance to 

express my gratitude, which is 

one difference between my story 

and his: 

"As a token of thanks to the 

nursing staff of the two units that 

took care of me and with the con¬ 

currence of the nursing managers, 

I got the logistics together and pre¬ 

paid lunch for the entire nursing 

staff of these units at their favorite 

eating place the following Friday. 

I was working from home within 

48 hours of my discharge and 

put in a full week of work at the 

firm by the next week. I still miss 

the nurses, though — especially 

loud-mouthed Shoshana, who is 

everything I dreamed about in a 

woman. Their bossiness included, 

they are my favorite people. I have 

helped people over the years, but 

none of what I have done equals 

what these strangers have done 

for me." 

It may be that everyone in CC 

'77 is not only wildly successful but 

alarmingly healthy. If not, though, 

you may have something to share 

as compelling as did Vietnhi, to 

whom I again give the last word: 

"And one more thing: Keep 

your health insurance up-to-date. 

We are reaching the age where 

anything can happen, from a heart 

attack to a stroke. And when it 

happens, it may happen at the time 

and place you least expect. I saw 

the bill the Langone NYU Medical 

Center is sending to my employ¬ 

er's health insurance provider. It is 

a doozie!" 

Matthew Nemerson 

35 Huntington St. 

New Haven, CT 06511 

mnemerson@snet.net 

Please send news to share with the 

class. 
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79 
Robert Klapper 

8737 Beverly Blvd., Ste 303 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 

rklappermd@aol.com 

Thursday, June 4-Sunday, June 7, 

may be our 35th reunion, but the 

scheduled events will allow us to 

party like we're undergrads. On 

Thursday, the Class of '79 will be 

treated to a United Nations V.I.P. 

tour, followed by a reception with 

our peers from SEAS and Barnard. 

The rest of the weekend will be 

equally busy, with a Stag Dinner, a 

wine tasting, the Starlight Recep¬ 

tion and brunch. Don't miss it! 

David Ingram still is at the Ortho¬ 

pedic Surgical Center in northwest¬ 

ern Montana. His daughter, Lindsay 

(19), is at Penn's Wharton School 

of Business. His son, Karl (17), is a 

junior at Hathead H.S., and spends 

most of his free time involved with 

sports — varsity basketball, baseball 

and golf—and with his friends. 

Dave's wife, Amy, works at the same 

orthopedic surgical center as Dave 

developing a fast track occupational 

injury program. 

Dave continues to offer advice 

whenever anyone will listen on 

training techniques for kids' sports 

as well as the state of the economy. 

He enjoys exercising at the local 

health club, grabbing the rim when 

he can and recently took up golf to 

be able to spend more time on the 

green with Karl and Amy. 

Dave and I attended the College 

and medical school together; ifi s 

great to hear from him. 

After Columbia, Andres Anto¬ 

nio Alonso obtained a J.D. from 

Harvard Law in 1982 and was a 

practicing corporate attorney for a 

few years ago until he left the legal 

world for a career in education. He 

obtained a master's of education 

from Harvard in 1999 and a doctor 

of education from Harvard in 2006. 

Andres' teaching career began 

in special education and English as 

a second language in Newark, N.J., 

from 1986-98. He was superinten¬ 

dent's intern in Springfield, Mass., 

from 1999-2000 and the chief of 

staff for teaching and learning at 

the NYC Department of Education 

from 2003-06. From 2006-07, he 

was New York's deputy chancellor 

for teaching and learning. 

In July 2007, Andres began 

a new chapter in his education 

career by accepting the post of 

CEO of the Baltimore City Public 

School system. He has been given 

the uncommon power to reshape 

Baltimore's schools and "run the 

system as he sees fit, a condition 

he insisted upon before agreeing 

to leave New York City, where he 

was deputy schools chancellor." 

You can read more about Andres' 

story and commitment to teaching 

and education in a Baltimore Sun 
article from February 8. [Editor's 

note: See "Alumni in the News," in 

"Around the Quads."] 

I just want to know if crab cakes 

are on the school lunch program. 

After medical school ('83 P&S), 

David Friedman did his radiology 

residency at Columbia, followed 

by a two-year neuroradiology fel¬ 

lowship at the Neurological Insti¬ 

tute of New York. Dave then joined 

the faculty at Jefferson Medical 

College/Thomas Jefferson Uni¬ 

versity Hospital in Philadelphia, 

where he is associate professor, 

fellowship director and co-director 

of the division of neuroradiology. 

Dave says, "I married my 

sweetheart, Elizabeth (a pediatri¬ 

cian), almost 24 years ago, and we 

have lived happily ever after. Our 

son, Daniel, is 15 and a lot smarter 

than either one of us—just a real 

delight. 

"I was motivated to write 

because of your query, 'Have you 

all developed your own words to 

live by?' My favorite quotation 

was written by Montaigne. It goes 

something like this: 'For every 

hundred men who are successful 

in their public life, show me one 

who is successful in their private 

life.' Naturally, I first learned of this 

famous French humanist at Co¬ 

lumbia, and I doubt that I would 

have ever read this had I attended 

any other college. I have tried 

to use this quotation as a guide 

throughout my adult life — it cer¬ 

tainly keeps my priorities straight. 

All of us know how much easier it 

is to be well regarded at work than 

to be a good spouse, parent, son/ 

daughter and friend. I'd like to 

think that I followed Montaigne's 

advice, and still was able to be¬ 

come a successful neuroradiologist. 

"[Thanks for] producing such an 

enjoyable '79 Class Notes column. 

Good luck and Godspeed to all my 

classmates form the Class of '79. 

May our mid-life crises be short." 

David is another classmate who 

came to P&S whom I graduated 

with in 1983. Between Ingram and 

Friedman, we now have the Kreb's 

cycle memorized. 

Harlan Greenman's oldest 

daughter, Cathy, is happily settled 

into 14 Jay (or Jay 14 as they now 

call it) with an incredible view of 

the campus. 

"She reports that the food in Jay 

is just as bad as when we were stu¬ 

dents," Harlan says. "Some things 

never change. But she thinks the 

world of her class and is enjoying 

the experience tremendously." 

Meanwhile, Harlan's younger 

daughter, Beth, "was not only 

named a peer leader for the fifth 

grade but also led the fifth-grade 

girls half of the school in a day of 

'protest' concerning some perceived 

unfair treatment from the boys. A 

true Columbia liberal thinker in the 

making!" 

Young Beth also is a musician in 

the making, playing the piano and 

the trumpet. 

Harlan has been "enjoying the 

wonderful seminars that the Alumni 

Office sponsors" and is "looking 

forward to volunteering in Professor 

Stuart Firestein's lab that conducts 

research on the brain. That should 

represent something of a change for 

this typically deskbound attorney. 

Who said Columbia didn't broaden 

our horizons?" 

Harlan looks forward to seeing 

everyone at our 30th reunion in 

June. (I second that!) 

Robert C. Klapper: "As the 

30th reunion approaches, I will be 
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Bruce Paulsen ’80 Tangles with Somali Pirates 

Bruce Paulsen '80, a former captain of the 
Columbia sailing team, recently was involved 
in legal negotiations with Somali pirates. 

PHOTO: ROSE KERNOCHAN '82 BARNARD 

ruce Paulsen '80, an 
avid sailor, has survived 
most of the dangers that 

a nautical life can throw at you. 
A former captain of Colum¬ 
bia's sailing team, he has been 
through hurricane-force winds 
and 50-foot waves. He has even 
been rescued from a sinking 
wooden schooner. Until last 
November, though, there was 
one threat he still hadn't experi¬ 
enced: pirates. 

That month, half a world 
away from Paulsen's New York 
law office, five men — dressed 
in shorts and t-shirts, and firing 
AK-47s and rocket-propelled 
grenades — hijacked the MV 
Biscaglia, a U.S.-owned ves¬ 
sel afloat in the Gulf of Aden. 
James Christodoulou, CEO of 
Industrial Shipping Enterprises 
Corp., the ship's owner, was 
awakened just after midnight 
by a phone call from an em¬ 
ployee, with bad news: "The 
Biscaglia has been unlawfully 
boarded ..." He quickly ap¬ 
pealed to his outside general 
counsel, Larry Rutkowski from 
Seward and Kissel. Paulsen, a 
Seward litigation partner with 
a background in maritime law, 
was called in to help with the 
process of freeing the vessel 
and its 28-man crew. 

That's when the marathon 
started. As Crain's New York 
Business reports,"... from 
Thanksgiving until mid-January, 
crackly cell-phone conference 
calls took place on an almost 
daily basis." A piracy expert 
from a crisis management firm 
was brought in. In December, 
Paulsen found himself on a cell 
phone talking about the crew 
running out of fresh water, 

while trying to buy a 
Christmas tree with 
his child. The case 
took over Rutkows- 
ki's and Paulsen's 
lives. "It's not like the 
pirates took week¬ 
ends or holidays 
off," Rutkowski told 
Crain's. 

There aren't many 
growth businesses 
in these recession 
times, but piracy is 
one of them, in the 
Gulf of Aden alone, 
32 vessels were 
hijacked last year, 
compared to just 
one in 2007, accord¬ 
ing to a Wall Street 
Journal report. Like 
any flourishing enter¬ 
prise, Somali piracy 
has developed a kind of basic 
business procedure. The ship, 
once captured, is anchored off 
the coast of Somalia (in this 
case, near the pirate town of 
Eyi). The crew members are 
held prisoner but generally not 
harmed; the negotiation pro¬ 
cess usually takes 45-60 days. 

In the case of the Biscaglia, 
a ransom was agreed upon 
during nearly two months of 
calls with the pirates' negotia¬ 
tors, two men named "Hussein" 
and "Abbas." A written agree¬ 
ment was faxed to the ship for 
review, then faxed back with a 
signature. "One of the more in¬ 
teresting things I've done in my 
career as a lawyer was sit in my 
living room reviewing a contract 
for the delivery of a ransom," 
Paulsen said in an AmLaw Daily 
interview. "It was actually a very 
straightforward contract, but 

it was the subject matter that 
was just jaw-dropping." 

Christodoulou, who has 
known Paulsen for years, re¬ 
marks: "l knew he would bring 
a high level of professionalism 
to the crisis." Christodoulou 
was confident, he says, that 
Paulsen "would devote the 
energy and focus necessary 
to help us achieve the primary 
objective: the safe and timely 
release of the crew." 

While Columbia didn't 
exactly prepare Paulsen for 
encounters with pirates, it did 
pave the way for his legal ca¬ 
reer. As a sun-bleached-haired 
kid from Douglaston, Queens, 
he had grown up on the New 
York waterfront, racing boats 
off the local dock on Tuesday 
nights. He became good at it, 
and along with some of his sail¬ 
ing friends, he was recruited by 
Tufts, then one of the country's 

top college sailing teams. But 
faced with the choice between 
pursuing high-level sailing and 
attending what he felt was 
"a superior school," he chose 
Columbia. It's a choice he 
doesn't regret, thanks to the 
Core ("very good grounding for 
being a lawyer") and the many 
friendships he made, in fact, 
30 years after graduation, the 
former history major still lives 
within walking distance of cam¬ 
pus, in an apartment above the 
Hungarian Pastry Shop, with his 
wife, Barbara, an information 
specialist at ABC News, and his 
7-year-old daughter, Anna. 

After a brief post-grad stint 
as a "sailing bum," Paulsen 
headed to Tulane Law School 
with the intention of becoming a 
maritime lawyer. (His late father, 
Gordon Paulsen, was president 
of the Maritime Law Association 
from 1982-84.) Instead, after 
law school, Paulsen was drawn 
to the complexities of corporate 
litigation. He won a recent land¬ 
mark victory in the New York 
Court of Appeals in the terrorism 
insurance arena, on behalf of a 
REIT that owns a midtown of¬ 
fice tower (Tag 380 LLC v. Corn- 
met 380, Inc.y, he also won the 
billion-dollar "X-Clause" litigation 
in the Adelphia bankruptcy case. 
Not even that high-wire lawsuit, 
though, was as dramatic as the 
Biscaglia negotiation. There were 
"lives at stake," Paulsen says 
intently, over coffee at the Hun¬ 
garian Pastry Shop. "You had to 
get this right." Even for someone 
who's sailed through gales, 
negotiating with foreign pirates 
was "a new level of pressure," 
he says. 

Rose Kernochan '82 Barnard 

honest with you — this is the one 

you should come to, if you can. I'm 

not quite sure what the 35th is to 

celebrate, or the 45th, but this one 

seems particularly special. I tried 

to put into perspective what this 

really means, and here's what I've 

come up with. 

"When one visits Honolulu (sic) 

paradise, there is a memorial to 

the men and women who died at 

Pearl Harbor. When we entered 

the College, meeting and talking to 

a WWII veteran felt like we were 

hearing from some old guy talking 

about 'the big one' from a million 

years ago. But here's the news 

flash ... We have become that guy. 

That geriatric, balding, basal cell 

carcinoma guy entered the College 

in 1945 — do the math — 30 years 

before us! If you wonder why the 

entering freshman is rolling his 

or her eyes as you talk about 'the 

good old days,' you now know 

how the veteran must have felt!" 

Michael C. Brown 

London Terrace Towers 

410 W. 24th St., Apt. 18F 

New York, NY 10011 

mcbcu80@yahoo.com 

Spring is in the air, baseball season 

is under way and my golf game 

needs a lot of work. We had a great 

turnout once again at the football/ 

golf outing with Joe Ciulla amaz¬ 

ing us with his repertoire of shots! 

I ran in to Dr. Bob Hariri at 

the Ivy Football Dinner. Dr. Bob 

has had an amazing career since 

his days on the freshman football 

team. The CEO of Celgene Cellular 

Therapeutics, he is a scientist, neu¬ 

rosurgeon, inventor and business¬ 

man who has established himself 

as a recognized leader in the devel¬ 

opment of new human cellular and 

tissue therapeutics. Bob lives with 

his wife and children in Somerset 

County, N.J. 

David Walker recently moved 
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Despite a looming tropical storm, former members of the Old Blue Ulti¬ 
mate (Frisbee) team gathered in Old Brookville, N.Y., in September for 
their 20th annual reunion game. Hosted by Chris Schmidt '81, '83 GSAS, 
'85 Business, and his wife, Pascale '83 Barnard, the game ended with 
the senior team (in blue) eking out a 21-17 victory over the younger 
competitors. Playing were (front row, left to right) Michael Forlenza '78, 
Spencer Coffin '13, Jeffrey Coffin '83, Ernie Cicconi '81, Jerry McManus 
'89, Maurice Matiz '79E, '84E, David Aronstein and Robert Kennedy '81E, 
'84 Business; and (back row, left to right) HJ. Lee '84, Pat King '94L, 
Mike Strage '82, Alex Lynch '87L, Joe Strothman '84, Jim Drennan '84, 
Tom Jacobson, Steve Kane '80, '83L, Paul Tvetenstrand '82E, '82 SIPA, 
'83L, Ken Gary '81E and Schmidt. 

PHOTO: NOEMI CICCONI 

to Atlanta, where he works for 

EARTH University. The mission 

of EARTH is to prepare leaders 

with ethical values to contribute 

to the sustainable development of 

the humid tropics and to construct 

a prosperous and just society. 

Located in Costa Rica, EARTH is 

a private, international nonprofit 

university. David will be traveling 

to Costa Rica on a regular basis. 

The Varsity 'C' Club honored 

Eric Blattman with its Athletics 

Alumni Award for his years of 

dedicated service to the baseball 

and football teams. 

Jolyne Caruso-Fitzgerald '81 

Barnard, wife of Shawn FitzGer¬ 

ald, was honored by Barnard at its 

Pass the Torch dinner, which raises 

money for Barnard. Congratula¬ 

tions to Eric and Jolyne. 

Drop me a line at mcbcu80@ 

yahoo.com. 

Jeff Pundyk 

20 E. 35th St., Apt. 8D 

New York, NY 10016 

jpundyk@yahoo.com 

As we turn 50,1 am here to tell you 

that all is forgiven. Well, actually, I 

can't absolve you of all your sins, 

but I can offer you a bailout of 

sorts on those that were commit¬ 

ted against the University from 

1977-81. (Beyond that, you're on 

your own.) Let it be known that 

the burning of any posted flyers, 

the trashing of any dorm rooms, 

the throwing of any books, balls. 

toaster-ovens from any windows, 

the beaning of any security guards 

from on high, the misuse of any 

sinks, beds or other objects that 

could honestly be mistaken for a 

urinal in the dark, the defacement 

of furniture or walls, the stealing of 

bus stop posters, any unauthorized 

meal-taking or after-hours visits 

to Barnard, the pilfering of snacks 

from mini-fridges belonging to vari¬ 

ous roommates of various friends 

and assorted decisions that all 

seemed like good ideas at the time 

but almost instantly most certainly 

were not, are all forgiven. The stat¬ 

ute of limitations on prosecution is 

up. Your records are clean. 

So shed your shame and come 

into the light. Look at Kenneth 

Brown. Here is a brave lad who 

is feeling the cleansing power of a 

pure conscience: Kenneth confesses 

to having "virtually nothing of in¬ 

terest to report. Nevertheless, here 

goes because I feel guilty when I 

read your pleas for input." (Parents 

take note: Guilt works.) "I am an 

attorney at Harras Bloom & Archer 

focusing on land use and zoning 

litigation and commercial litiga¬ 

tion. I've been married for more 

than 20 years to Maryjane, but we 

have no children, by choice. 

"I've learned (the hard way) that 

as we age, I must try to exercise and 

take care of my body. Fortunately, 

I discovered Vinyasa yoga at the 

Little Yoga House, which is much 

more challenging than you might 

think. I still play guitar (and now 

bass, too), but who would care 

other than the few who may have 

heard me bashing away at my gui¬ 

tar on the steps of Low Library? 

"A few years ago, I was in an ex¬ 

perimental improvisational group, 

The Moodsetters, and now a bunch 

of our work (which was quite pro¬ 

lific) is available on YouTube. I'll 

admit, it's not for everyone. It will 

never be 'popular.' It takes some 

getting used to. Hell, some may 

even think its grating! 

"Other than that. I'm just getting 

along." 

Richard W. Hayes writes: "I 

have been weathering the reces¬ 

sion by focusing on research and 

scholarship. Recently, I was one of 

15 scholars from around the world 

to receive a visiting fellowship for 

the 2009-10 academic year to the 

University of Cambridge, where I 

will also hold a fellowship to Wolf- 

son College. In 2008,1 was a short¬ 

term visiting scholar at Oxford's 

Rothermere American Institute, and 

I also received grants from the Paul 

Mellon Centre for Studies in British 

Art and the Graham Foundation for 

Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts." 

Richard Baugh is an attorney 

in Harrisonburg, Va., where he's 

lived for 24 years. Rich is married 

to Cathy, his girlfriend from college 

days. He writes: "I have a daughter, 

Gwen, due to graduate from Wil¬ 

liam & Mary in the spring; and a 

son, Evan, who is a sophomore at 

Johns Hopkins. Couldn't get either 

interested in Columbia. I take some 

solace with Evan that a) Hopkins is 

every bit as good a fit for him as Co¬ 

lumbia was for me, and b) after he 

came with me for the 25th reunion, 

Columbia moved from near the bot¬ 

tom of his list of schools to No. 2. 

"Main recent development is that 

I am a member of Harrisonburg 

City Council, and also the vice-may¬ 

or. As far as I can tell, vice-mayor of 

Harrisonburg almost has as many 

formal responsibilities as the U.S. 

v.p. Other than chairing the meeting 

if the mayor calls in sick at the last 

minute, sure looks to me like ifl s 

just a title. Yep, spent the better part 

of last year running for office." 

Steve Wermert checks in from 

Astana, Kazakhstan, where he has 

been for three years. Steve notes 

that Astana is the second coldest 

capital city in the world, trailing 

only Ulan Bator, Mongolia. I sup¬ 

pose even Astana needs to aspire 

to something. When not shivering, 

Steve is Kazakhstan country direc¬ 

tor of Asian Development Bank, a 

position that will shortly include 

responsibility for coverage of the 

entire Central Asian and South 

Caucasus region (eight ex-Soviet 

countries stretching from Kyrgystan 

to Armenia). Steve will be moving 

from Astana to Almaty in the south 

of the country. I'm told Almaty is 

"slightly warmer" than Astana, so 

that makes it just plain cold without 

any of the bragging rights that 

comes with living in Astana. So 

Steve has got that going for him. 

Brian Gygi works at the Vet¬ 

erans Affairs Clinic in Martinez, 

Calif., where he researches cogni¬ 

tive factors in hearing impairment 

in the elderly. He'll be in Denmark 

in May to give a keynote address 

at the International Conference for 

Auditory Display. Brian writes: "In 

July, 2008, my fiancee, Grace Zhou, 

finally got her U.S. visa and flew 

from Shanghai to San Francisco. 

We were married on July 20 on a 

sailboat in San Francisco Bay by 

David Fraser '76, a minister for the 

Universal Life church (free ordina¬ 

tion online!). No one drowned dur¬ 

ing the ceremony. We moved into 

a small apartment in Oakland with 

my dog. Blue, who drives Grace 

crazy with all the hair he sheds. An 

auspicious start to married life?" 

There's a lot to unpack in that 

short paragraph. I'll leave it to 

some future grad student to take 

on as part of his thesis. 

This just in: Charlie Seelig is a con¬ 

tra. "I've been living in Providence, 

R.I., since 2003, when I got married 

and 'inherited' two stepchildren, one 

of whom is in college and the other 

recently observed her bat mitzvah (so 

I missed diaper duty for both). I've 

worked in small towns in Massachu¬ 

setts and Connecticut for the past 25 

years and am fairly involved in the 

contra dance community." OK, I had 

to look it up. Contra dance is a folk 

dance where couples dance in two 

facing lines, kind of like freshman 

orientation, except with women. 

Scott Mason and Peter Franck 

met as freshmen amidst the 

cinderblock walls and industrial 

carpeting of Carman Hall. Scott, 

along with his wife and two 

children, will soon move from 

a traditional Japanese teahouse, 

replete with shoji screens and out¬ 

door plumbing, in Kyoto, Japan, 

to a new contemporary home 

overlooking Lake Biwa just outside 

of Kyoto designed by Peter. Peter 

and his wife, Kathleen Triem, are 

partners in an architectural firm in 

New York's Hudson Valley (www. 

ftarchitecture.com). The project 

should be finished by the end of 

the summer. 

Dr. Jonathan Aviv recently was 

interviewed by Dr. Jay Adlersberg 

of ABC Eyewitness News (channel 

7) in New York on "cough, hoarse- 

Brian Gygi '81 works at the Veterans Affairs Clinic 

in Martinez, Calif., where he researches cognitive 

factors in hearing impairment in the elderly. 
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ness and cancer." The interview 

featured an office-based, unsedated 

upper endoscopy technique Jona¬ 

than pioneered called Trans Nasal 

Esophagoscopy. Gather the family 

'round and view the procedure 

here: http: / / abclocal.go.com/ 

wabc/ story?section=news/health 

&id=6649149. 

And finally, Hard-Boiled Sen¬ 
timentality: The Secret History of 
American Crime Fiction, by our own 

Leonard Cassuto, was nominated 

for an Edgar Award in the critical / 

biographical category by the Mys¬ 

tery Writers of America. 

While I'm rooting for the book 

to win, I'm even more anxious 

to see Lenny put on a suit for the 

awards banquet. In the meantime, 

my copy sits defiantly undisturbed 

in a place of honor at my bedside. 

Send tales of conquest to me at 

jpundyk@yahoo.com. My promise 

of no fact-checking continues to 

apply. 

Andrew Weisman 

710 Lawrence Ave. 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

weisman@comcast.net 

Greetings, gents. 

I trust you're all remaining 

philosophical in these fascinating 

times. I take comfort in knowing 

that the current disorder has finally 

smoked out many of our nation's 

fraudsters, incompetents and 

various other $35,000 toilet buying, 

overarching sense of entitlement, 

shareholders be damned, scent 

marking and dominance behavior 

oriented corporate execs. How's 

that for some uncharacteristic bile? 

On a positive note, I recently re¬ 

ceived word from the good doctor, 

Sal Volpe. Sal was named a recipi¬ 

ent of the 2008 "Quality Award." 

The Quality Awards, given annu¬ 

ally by IPRO, New York State's 

Medicare quality improvement 

organization, recognize health care 

providers demonstrating a com¬ 

mitment to improving health care 

services in the state. 

Sal should probably receive fur¬ 

ther recognition as our classmate 

with the most prodigious business 

card: Salvatore Volpe MD, FAAP, 

FACP, CHCQM. Sal has 17 years of 

primary care practice experience. 

He is one of the few physicians in 

the country to have successfully 

become board certified in pediat¬ 

rics, internal medicine, geriatrics 

and quality assurance. 

Not bad. Congratulations, and 

thanks for checking in. 

Also checking in this period in 

response to my admonishments. 

Max Dietshe wrote, "While I don't 

have a photocopy of my skull to 

share, I wanted to tout the Alumni 

Arts League. You can join for a 

small annual fee ($25) and get not 

only discounts and special invites 

to cultural events but also a weekly 

reminder of stuff that's going on. 

This has served to get us out of 

the house and attend such events 

as the Afro-Cuban Jazz Festival 

at Lincoln Center, Andras Schiff 

at Carnegie Hall and a Malcolm 

Gladwell lecture — well worth it." 

Thanks, Max. You're definitely 

right about this one. I've been on 

the list for a while and it's an excel¬ 

lent organization. For those of you 

who'd like to check it out, just go to 

www.cuarts.com / caal. 

For the basic membership you'll 

get a personalized CAAL member¬ 

ship card, discounts and benefits 

with more than 60 cultural orga¬ 

nizations (where most partners 

extend benefits to members plus 

one or more guests), invitations 

to CAAL Nights, opportunity to 

bring a guest to CAAL Nights and 

a weekly CAAL e-newsletter with 

special discount and complimen¬ 

tary ticket offers. 

Roy Pomerantz 

Baby king / Petking 

182-20 Liberty Ave. 

Jamaica, NY 11412 

bkroy@msn.com 

My children, Rebecca and David, 

and I met three generations of 

Gershons at the Columbia/Yale 

basketball game. Andrew J. Ger- 

shon '86L is a tireless Columbia 

supporter, and his son is an out¬ 

standing athlete (just like his dad!). 

Several years ago, Andy, assistant 

New York State attorney general 

in the Environmental Protection 

Bureau, was awarded the Louis 

J. Lefkowitz Memorial Award by 

then-New York Attorney General 

Eliot Spitzer. The award is given 

annually to a limited number of 

assistant solicitors or attorneys 

general in recognition of outstand¬ 

ing performance. Andy was cited 

for his litigation against the City of 

New York under file Clean Water 

Act, and the resulting series of 

settlements, pursuant to which 

the city will implement more 

than $3 billion in upgrades to its 

sewage treatment plants, radically 

reducing nitrogen releases to Long 

Island Sound and Jamaica Bay, and 

for his work on a novel series of 

joint criminal and civil enforce¬ 

ment actions against 20 polluting 

junkyards in the Willets Point area 

of Queens. 

My wife, Debbie, and I had 

brunch with Dr. Holly Gilbert '87 

and her husband, Charlie Mayer. 

Holly is a world-renowned infec¬ 

tious disease specialist and Deb¬ 

bie's friend. During conversation, 

I found out that Holly is the sister 

of Ira Gilbert '84. Ira is a former CU 

marching band member whom I 

remember fondly from my days as 

a juggler with the band. Ira is coun¬ 

sel in the real estate department at 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 

Garrison. Holly also knew many 

other CU band members including 

Steven Greenfield (the clarinet¬ 

ist), Frank Capalbo and Stephen 

Holtje. 

David and I recently visited 

with Professor Karl-Ludwig Selig. 

We were thrilled to learn that 

he was going out to dinner that 

evening with Anne Cataldo '08, the 

daughter of Michael Cataldo. 

I attended the March 10 John Jay 

Awards Dinner and am proud to 

report that Thomas Francis Marano 

was an honoree. Tom is chairman 

and CEO of Residential Capital 

and a chairman on the ResCap 

board of directors. Before joining 

ResCap, he was managing director 

for Cerberus Capital Management 

and senior managing director and 

global head of mortgage and asset- 

backed securities at Bear Steams. 

While at Bear Steams, Tom oversaw 

the expansion of mortgage and 

asset-backed activities in the United 

States, Europe and Asia and was on 

the company's board of directors. 

His tenure at Bear Steams spanned 

more than 25 years; for much of 

that time, he was instrumental in 

creating the firm's top-ranked mort¬ 

gage department. Tom priced the 

first agency Real Estate Mortgage 

Investment Conduit for Fannie 

Mae in 1987 and the first branched 

commercial mortgage-backed 

security in 1994. He was involved 

in Bear Steams' acquisition of assets 

in several MBS originators and 

became head of the department in 

2001. Tom is on the boards of Cov¬ 

enant House and the Intrepid Fallen 

Heroes Fund, and is a member of 

the College's Board of Visitors. He 

has been married to Amy for 20 

years and is father to Joseph '12 and 

Matthew. 

Additionally, Dr. Paul Maddon 

'81 received a John Jay Award. Paul 

is a close friend of my college bud¬ 

dy, Mark Simon '84. In fact, after I 

gave a juggling show at a birthday 

party for Mark's son, Paul gamely 

tried to balance on my rola bola! 

I spent time at the John Jay 

Awards Dinner with Mark, Matt 

Stedman, Barry Rashkover, Joseph 

Cabrera '82, Michael Schmidt- 

berger '82, Peter Grossman '79, 

Marc Mazur '81, David Filosa '82, 

Doug Wolf '88 and Jerry Sherwin 

'55. Matt and David rode crew 

together and are close friends. Matt 

lives with his wife and daughter 

on Sutton Place. Matt has been 

an active member of our class for 

many years, and we had a great 

time reminiscing about alma mater. 

Barry Rashkover is a partner at 

Sidley Austin. He mentioned that 

he bumped into Othon Prounis. 

We both hope to see Othon at 

future dinners! 

I received a New Year's note 

form Ken Chin's family with 

excerpts as follows: 

"As the financial crisis hit, the 

volume of new financing transac¬ 

tions decreased at Kenny's firm. 

However, the nature of the remain¬ 

ing transactions required lawyers 

with more experience. This 

resulted in him being more busy 

than in past years. In the spring, 

Kenny attended his 25th reunion at 

Columbia. He continues his volun¬ 

teer work as vice chairman of the 

board of directors of the Charles B. 

Wang Community Health Center 

(formerly, Chinatown Health 

Clinic). Kenny's wife, Lisa, is at 

the law department of the NYC 

Housing Authority. Lisa is active 

on an advisory board at Fordham 

Law School that provides mentor¬ 

ship opportunities for minority 

law students. Nicholas graduated 

from Claremont Prep in June. He 

attends The Calhoun School — a 

small private school. Austin is 12 

and is at The Child School." 

Ed Joyce and Linda Gerstel '83 

Barnard celebrated the bat mitzvah 

of their daughter, Sarah, on March 

9 (Purim). There was a full mas¬ 

querade party, and Sarah read the 

entire Megilalh in front of family 

and friends at Angel Orensanz 

Synagogue on the Lower East Side. 

Several Columbia/Barnard alums 

were in attendance: Neal Smolar, 

Mark Segall '84, Nancy Tuttle Sie¬ 

gel '82 Barnard, Robert Meislin '81, 

Steve Koppel '82, Roni Rubenstein' 

'82 Barnard, Dina Markson '80 

Barnard, Betsy Smolar '86 Barnard 

and Gail Altman '02. 

Mike Levin '58, in response to 

Ted Weinberger's contribution to 

the January/February issue of CCT: 
"Referring to your last comment 

('We are all equally non-Presiden- 

tial'), I believe that you neglected 

to consider the 'mifiion-to-one 

shot' that actually came true. A 

second classmate of yours is indeed 

attempting to be 'Presidential.' 

Wayne Allyn Root achieved the 

virtually unthinkable achievement 

of appearing on the same presiden¬ 

tial ballot as his classmate and vic¬ 

tor, Barack Obama '83. Root was the 

Libertarian candidate for v.p. this 

past November and may, indeed, 

attempt to get on a future ballot as 

the residential candidate." 

Tim Todreas: "All through the 

campaign, the media wondered 

what Barack was trying to hide 

about his years at Columbia. What 

had he done there, how has it 

shaped him, why has he talked so 

little about those years, and why 

doesn't anyone that knew him step 

up and talk about it? In reading the 

Class Notes from Columbia College 
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Today, it seems that these questions 

seem to be unanswered even at our 

alma mater. As one who knew Ba¬ 

rack, I thought I would share a few 

observations about that time period. 

"As we all know by now, he 

transferred in his junior year from 

Occidental College. What this 

meant for a junior at Columbia was 

that he would spend an inordinate 

amount of time with freshman and 

sophomores taking Core classes 

(hence the comment by Warwick 

Daw '86 in his Class Notes in the 

January/February issue: 1 do seem 

to recall that Obama was in the 

same CC section as I was in fall 

'82.') before scrambling to fulfill 

the requirements for his major. The 

other key detail that many Colum¬ 

bians might not be aware of is that 

incoming transfers weren't eligible 

for campus housing. So, Barack and 

all of the rest of us (I transferred 

from the University of Chicago as a 

sophomore in fall 1980) were forced 

to find housing off-campus in a city 

in which housing was in chronic 

short supply. All this, combined 

with a culture at the College and in 

the city that wasn't exactly nurtur¬ 

ing, and it isn't surprising that 

Barack, like all transfers, didn't have 

too many friends, nor too much 

free time to try to make them. But, 

as one of those few that did get to 

know him, all I can say is that the 

loss was yours. 

"He came to Columbia to learn 

and live in the greatest city in the 

United States. He was smart, 

engaging, genuine, funny, cosmo¬ 

politan, empathetic: one of those 

people you meet in college who 

opens up your world. What he 

clearly wasn't was the ambitious 

know-it-all that one expects to 

want to run for high public office 

for the power and ego gratifica¬ 

tion that it can bring. We stayed 

in touch during grad school and 

then went separate ways, but I 

did see him at the Democratic 

National Convention in '04 when 

I was working for John Kerry. 

Barack had just been thrust onto 

the national stage with his keynote 

speech. Still very much the state 

senator and law school professor, 

he seemed as awestruck as I was 

by the overnight sensation that he 

had become. Between a conver¬ 

sation with Jesse Jackson and a 

speech to the Michigan delegation, 

he stopped to greet me warmly 

as if no time had passed since 

our days together at Momingside 

Heights. And, I am sure if I am 

ever fortunate enough to see him 

personally again, we would pick 

up right where left off debating 

things like free will and the Presi¬ 

dency, world order and the impact 

of our geography on our politics 

and our culture. Of course, the dif¬ 

ference now is that the discussion 

won't be purely academic." 

Tim got his M.A.L.D. and Ph.D. 

from The Fletcher School of Law 

and Diplomacy at Tufts. He has 

worked at McKinsey & Co. and as 

United States Senate staff member 

to John Kerry, and is a manage¬ 

ment consultant, entrepreneur, 

writer and scholar. 
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Reunion fever is sweeping the class! 

Our 25th will be packed with fun 

from the moment we step on cam¬ 

pus on Thursday, June 4, until we 

return to the real world on Sunday, 

June 7. The weekend will kick off 

with a cocktail reception, followed 

by the chance to take in a show. On 

Friday, we'll have a class barbecue 

for our families. Saturday will 

actually end early Sunday morning 

with the wine tasting, dinner and 

Starlight Reception on campus. 

Given my history with tire 

"Cleverest Band in the World," you 

can imagine the way I deal with 

sensory overload, so ... 

"Building" on the momentum, 

architect Ricardo Rodriguez 

"plans" to attend — or should 

I say, he's "Gehry"-ing up to 

attend the reunion. Armed with 

a master's of architecture degree 

earned at Columbia in '87, Ricardo 

is a project manager with the title 

senior (watch out for those "mo¬ 

ments") associate for Gensler. A 

member of the American Institute 

of Architects, his hobbies include 

cycling, motorcycling, volleyball, 

golf and salsa dancing! (Wow! 

Tough to do if you're wearing a 

"Le Corbusier.") Married since 

1996 to Sarah Shannon '89 Barnard 

(his dance partner for more than 20 

years), they have two boys, Aiden 

(10) and Quinn (6), and live in a 

row house in Clinton Hill. Kudos 

to Ricardo for entering the Class 

Notes orbit after only 25 years: 

"Frank'Ty, he has the "Wright" 

stuff! He even asked me how "I am 

P"aying him back for this tribute. 

James Wade Dizdar, another 

architect, came out of the "wood¬ 

work" ... albeit, his response seems 

more in keeping with my delirium, 

and there was no way I could be 

in any way "constructive." Said 

Wade: "Thank you, Dennis. What 

a speech, and throw me shoulder 

pads!" 

And speaking of being "mini¬ 

mally invasive!" another first-timer 

graces our column! Joseph Shams 

is an endovascular surgeon (pretty 

serious, not much of a "cut up") at 

Beth Israel Medical Center in New 

York. With his wife of 15 years, Mi¬ 

chele, they live in NYC with four 

children Phyllis (12), Nathan (11), 

Eliana (4) and Sam (one month). 

"I still live in NY but have been 

transplanted [his word, honest!] to 

the Upper East Side at the behest 

of my family. My brother, Howie 

'86, '90L, and I married sisters and 

we still all live in the same build¬ 

ing, although both families will 

be moving next month. I keep up 

with many of my College friends, 

including Steve Braha and Steve 

Haddad. I am very excited about 

the reunion and hope to join ev¬ 

eryone for the pre-reunion cocktail 

party." 

And as we "nip and tuck" our 

way through the roster of first-time 

contributors, Robert Rho rises to the 

occasion. Robert practices cosmetic 

surgery and gynecology in Queens, 

N. Y. With his wife, Jennie, and son, 

William (4), he lives in Lake Success, 

N.Y., where he encountered John 

Kang and Steve Hong '84E on the 

golf course a few years back. 

Only seconds later, as the world 

is undergoing a great degree of 

bloodletting, Dr. Richard Lin, bereft 

of patience (ugh!), "bypassed" the 

years of silence in favor of a little 

"heart to heart." "After Columbia, 

I attended medical school at UCSF 

and then trained in medicine/ 

hematology at Stanford. My first 

faculty position was at University 

of Texas, and in 2001,1 moved 

to SUNY Stony Brook, where I 

am a professor of medicine and 

physiology. Happily married with 

three children (19,16,13). Looking 

forward to seeing old friends at the 

reunion." 

Talk about Columbia in the 

blood! Fred Fisher and his wife, 

Mary Bingham Fisher '83 Barnard, 

'88L, live in Cherry Hill, N.J., with 

their daughters, Talia (18) and Re¬ 

becca (13). "I practice general and 

vascular surgery with Regional 

Surgical Associates in Voorhees, 

N.J., and Talia will begin studies at 

the College in the fall as a member 

of the Class of 2013." 

And the Grammy goes to David 

Terhune! "My wife, Nancy, and 

I are beginning to visit colleges 

with our 17-year-old daughters. 

My band, the Kustard Kings, 

continues to be the house band for 

the Loser's Lounge shows, which 

we perform every other month at 

Joe's Pub/The Public Theater. We 

just celebrated our 15th anniver¬ 

sary. Our performance highlight in 

2008 was a show at Lincoln Center 

as part of the Midsummer Night 

Swing series." 

Marc Greenough, legal 007, or 

bond lawyer, in Seattle for the last 

12 years, specializes in financing 

mass transit, low-income housing 

and other public projects in Wash¬ 

ington, Oregon and Alaska. "I've 

been happily partnered (and, de¬ 

pending on the outcome of certain 

litigation in California, married) for 

nearly 20 years to Steven Park, a 

Rutgers grad. We have three great 

kids: Caleb (8), Marguerite (6) and 

Loraine (6 months) and I spend 

a lot of time coaching children's 

sports." 

"S(H)AY (S)HEY" Howie Sny¬ 

der has spent the last 25 years liv¬ 

ing and working in Asia. Fluent in 

Chinese, Japanese and several oth¬ 

er languages, Howie worked for 

Citibank in Tokyo, Kroll Associates 

in Hong Kong, Morgan Stanley 

in Beijing, Kamalaya (a wellness 

resort on the island of Koh Samui) 

in Thailand, the Four Seasons in 

Mongolia and Coca-Cola during 

the 2008 Beijing Olympics. Howie 

recently screened his documen¬ 

tary film. My Beijing Birthday, for 

150 guests at Columbia's Davis 

Auditorium. 

John Albin, he of Postcrypt fame, 

is a self-described internal manage¬ 

ment consultant with the NYC DOT. 

He wrote a terrific blog on how he 

and a certain President were literally 

neighbors off campus: http: / /blue 

foodblog.blogspot.com / 2009 / 01 / 

do-i-know-you.html. He lives in 

New York with his wife and son (3) 

and looks forward to seeing friends 

old and new at reunion. 

Erstwhile penny whistler/flutist 

Paul Schwarzbaum is expecting 

to toot his own horn in person as 

he performs again on The Steps 

(where he held court nightly "in 

the day!") this June. 

Peter A. Rogers has lived the life 

of Batman, Ironman and Ecoman 

combined! He has fought NYC 

corruption as an agency investiga¬ 

tor (POW!), engaged in Fulbright- 

sponsored dissertation fieldwork 

in Nigeria regarding indigenous 

ironworking (WHACK), and 

worked with the National Trust for 

Historic Preservation to preserve 

1948-50 all-steel prefab Lustron 

homes throughout the eastern 

U.S (BANG!). "I'm now a systems 

operator with CPower, a national 

energy management firm based 

in New York. Looking forward to 

reunion!" 

Carlos Rivero, the dashing 

Cubano by way of Miami, and 

his wife, ophthalmologist Nancy 

Miller-Rivero '84 Barnard, are 

coming to the reunion to show off 

Georgia (6), either Barnard or Co¬ 

lumbia Class of 2025! In addition to 

attending reunion, the Rivero fam¬ 

ily keeps Columbia in their hearts 
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... and stomachs. "We have close 

friends on 113th Street, so we're 

in the Columbia area pretty much 

every weekend and eat at the Mill 

and Symposium at least twice a 

month. So if s like we never left!" 

Steve Kaldor obviously wasn't 

miffed by the band's "Night Before 

the Orgo Final" midnight "con¬ 

cert." He wound up majoring in 

organic chemistry, grabbing a Ph.D. 

in it from Harvard, and went on 

to fortune and fame with the likes 

of Eli Lilly, Syrrx and now, Ambrx. 

Having co-invented the Aids drug 

Viracept and having supervised the 

$270 million acquisition by Takeda, 

Japan's largest drug company, Steve 

currently is at Ambrx, where he 

is president and CEO. He and his 

wife, Teresa, are the proud parents 

of Adam (17), a prospective Colum¬ 

bia student. 

Eric Wakin is keeping the home 

fires burning. "I plan to be at Com¬ 

mencement this May to receive my 

Ph.D. in U.S. history from Colum¬ 

bia (pending a successful disserta¬ 

tion defense, of course), 25 years 

after graduating with my B.A. and 

taking a few detours. My research 

is on guns and urban violence in 

19th-century New York City. In late 

May, I will speak on the subject 

at American University in Beirut. 

In January, Laird Townsend '85 

and I got together, courtesy of the 

Columbia Arts Initiative, to watch 

Howie Snyder7s superb documen¬ 

tary, My Beijing Birthday. 
Tom Dyja is a fellow campus 

denizen. As a writer living on the 

West Side, he reports that "I use 

the Columbia libraries more than 

I ever did while I was in school. 

After many years in publishing 

at literary agencies, publishing 

houses and as a partner in book 

packaging company, I finally 

shifted to writing. Since 1997, I've 

published three novels (Play for 
a Kingdom, Meet John Trow and 

The Moon in Our Hands: A Novel), 
co-wrote a book on education with 

former NYC school chancellor Dr. 

Rudy Crew and right now, I have a 

biography out about the civil rights 

pioneer Walter White." Tom lives 

in NYC with his wife, Suzanne 

Gluck, son (14) and daughter (11). 

Esteemed University Senator 

Emeritus El Gray celebrated his 

15th year with Goldman. Starting 

out in NYC, he worked in Hong 

Kong for several years and has 

since settled in San Francisco 

with his wife, Kirsten, their three 

daughters and son. Never one to 

shirk the responsibilities of public 

service, he has sat on a number of 

boards, including those of non¬ 

profit theaters and our own alma 

mater, and more recently, those of 

BUILD in East Palo Alto (www. 

build.org) and The Nueva School 

(www.nuevaschool.org). 

Bill Clements reports from Lake 

Wobegon (or in his words, "the land 

of 10,000 recounts")! "When we 

graduated, my plan was to become 

a classics professor; I did some 

graduate work at the University of 

Chicago before deciding that wasn't 

for me and eventually landing in 

journalism, where I've been in vari¬ 

ous capacities every since, mostly in 

Chicago. But I moved up to St. Paul 

a few years back and am editor of 

a small newspaper that covers the 

state capitol and politics. St. Paul, of 

course, was the site last summer for 

the Republican National Conven¬ 

tion, and I enjoyed running into 

Matt Cooper, who was in town cov¬ 

ering the RNC for Conde Nast." 

Baseball standout Douglas 

Lindgren now spends his time 

kicking soccer balls. "I live in Zurich, 

Switzerland, and run the hedge fund 

business for UBS Global Wealth 

Management. Living in Switzerland 

has been an enriching experience for 

my family and me. We have benefi¬ 

ted from the experience of living 

in a different culture and from the 

relatively easy travel around Europe 

and Northern Africa from our 

central European location. We plan 

to relocate to the United States in the 

next year or two, and I will do my 

best to attend the reunion in June." 

Another out-of-towner, Jerusa¬ 

lemite Jeffrey Rashba (who graced 

this column last issue), sent a note 

that he had the pleasure of dining 

in Israel with fellow attorney Dan 

Berick, visiting from the great state 

of Ohio. 

WGBH head honcho Jon Ab¬ 

bott is no "grouch," and he knows 

how to get to Momingside Drive! 

He and his family look forward to 

reunion. 0ust take it easy on the 

Mass Pike. No need to ZOOM — 

just get here in one (Master) piece!) 

Willing to Face(book) the music, 

Alfred Torres enjoys looking for 

classmates on that Web site. Mar¬ 

ried to Nora Torres, with two girls 

in college, they live in New Jersey, 

where Alfred directs the staffing 

department at Verizon Telecom. 

Yours truly, Dennis Klainberg, 

married to Dana '89 TC, living 

in Manhasset, Long Island, with 

children Adam (16), Emma (13), 

Sydney (12) and Jacob (10), looks 

forward to greeting you and your 

families at reunion. On a recent 

business trip to Los Angeles, I had 

a wonderful breakfast with Carr 

D'Angelo and his wife, Susan Aval- 

lone ('84 Library Sciences); Peter 

Lunenfeld; Michael Ackerman; 

and in absentia, but staying in touch 

throughout, Adam Belanoff, all of 

whom may be visiting NYC in June. 

And if you harbor any doubts 

on the true value of your Columbia 

connection, listen to football great 

Bill Reggio, director of training 

and development at Watson Phar¬ 

maceutical, but more importantly, 

father of Jenna (3), who experi¬ 

enced a successful heart transplant 

at NewYork-Presbyterian Morgan 

Stanley Children's Hospital (Co¬ 

lumbia University Medical Center). 

"The doctors, nurses and members 

of the transplant team are without 

question the best in the world at 

what they do. Not sure where this 

story belongs but I just want to 

help increase the level of organ 

donation awareness." 

It belongs here. Bill, and we are 

honored to share the story. 

Looking forward to seeing your 

entire family at reunion. Roar, Lion, 

Roar! 

Jon White 

16 South Ct. 

Port Washington, NY 11050 

jw@whitecoffee.com 

Joe Dapello's law firm, Schreck 

Rose Dapello Adams & Hurwitz, 

is celebrating its 10th anniversary 

this month. The firm is a boutique 

entertainment law firm based in 

New York City that represents a 

variety of clients in all areas of the 

entertainment business, including 

film, television, theater, publishing, 

music and interactive media. Joe's 

practice focuses on the representa¬ 

tion of directors, writers, actors 

and producers, and the financing, 

production and distribution of mo¬ 

tion pictures. 

Ed Scott has lived in Riverside, 

Conn., and has been in the private 

equity business for the better part 

of 20 years. "I have three beautiful 

girls who are athletes and would 

love to attend Columbia. Two 

nights a week, I tutor [students in] 

in the South Bronx in math and sci¬ 

ence on the grade school level and 

then do SAT prep stuff trying to 

help gifted student athletes get into 

prep or other types of school and 

then to top colleges. It is my oxy¬ 

gen and what gives me purpose 

and perspective." 

Julius Genachowski was 

formally nominated in early March 

by President Obama to be the 

chairman of the Federal Com¬ 

munications Commission. The 

appointment had been expected, 

as Julius reportedly turned down 

the new position of CTO for the na¬ 

tion in favor of the policy-making 

clout of the FCC chairmanship. 

He previously was chief counsel 

to Democratic FCC Chairman 

Reed Hundt. "[Julius] will bring to 

the job diverse and unparalleled 

experience in communications and 

technology, with two decades of 

accomplishment in the private sec¬ 

tor and public service," President 

Obama said in a statement. Julius 

is likely to continue the Democratic 

push for more Internet neutrality 

regulations, which are opposed by 

some conservatives and telecom¬ 

munications providers. He was 

a top Obama technology adviser 

and aided in crafting a technology 

platform that supported Internet 

neutrality rules. Senate confirma¬ 

tion awaits. (Expert advice is 

certainly available from Hector 

Morales, who has been through 

this process on four occasions.) 

Finally, as you read reunion 

columns from classmates who 

graduated in years ending in 4 and 

9, be aware that the Alumni Office 

already has reached out to me with 

regard to the beginnings of form¬ 

ing our 25th Reunion Committee. 

I will use this column during the 

coming months to solicit for com¬ 

mittee members and attendees as 

well as ideas to make our reunion 

widely attended, memorable and 

fun. Feel free to reach out to me 

with your thoughts. 

EW Everett Weinberger 

,] 50 W. 70th St., Apt. 3B 

m New York, NY 10023 

everett6@gmail.com 

Jill Keller Mitchell '87 sent in a sad 

note: "Many alumni from the CU 

swim and dive team gathered at 

a recent CU homecoming meet in 

January and fondly remembered 

Jim Ehrlich '86E, who sadly passed 

away on December 7 from a short 

but courageous battle with mela¬ 

noma. Whether Jim was captain 

of the CU men's swim team, a lab 

partner or a friend down the hall in 

Fumald, he always brought out the 

best in others. Jim, we will never 

forget your permanent smile or 

your amazing sense of humor. You 

will be missed, dear friend." 

If anyone can write a book 

about the banking meltdown, 

it7s Michael Solender, who was 

general counsel at Bear Steams 

and then CLO at Washington 

Mutual. He's going to the safer 

accounting profession, as he joined 

Ernst & Young in February as the 

Americas vice-chair and general 

counsel. Last fall, Michael joined 

the faculty of Yale Law School as a 

senior research scholar and visiting 

lecturer in law. 

Congratulations to Michael 

Dave Romine '86 is a partner at an environmental 

law firm in Philadelphia, Langsam Stevens & Silver. 
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Skrebutenas, who was appointed 

by Governor David Paterson '77 as 

deputy secretary for economic de¬ 

velopment and housing. Mike had 

served for 18 months as assistant 

secretary for economic develop¬ 

ment. Prior to his work for Paterson, 

Mike developed affordable housing 

for nonprofit community develop¬ 

ment organizations and served in 

the White House during the Clinton 

administration. Mike and his wife, 

Anne, have two children and reside 

in Niskayuna, N.Y. 

David Poppe writes: "We spent 

the winter holidays with my wife's 

family in Dallas and had a chance 

to catch up with Scott Weber. Scott 

and his wife, Catherine, have built 

a beautiful country home about 90 

minutes north of Dallas and were, 

as always, gracious hosts. For my 

10-year-old son, the highlight of 

Christmas was target practice at 

Scott's using a real gun. Hey, it7s 

Texas. Scott's daughter, Sarah, starts 

college at Northwestern in the 

fall. That makes me feel old. Back 

home in New York, I co-manage the 

Sequoia Fund, which experienced 

the strange distinction of soundly 

beating its benchmarks in 2008 and 

still suffering sizable losses. Here's 

hoping for a better year in 2009." 

Sean Santini writes: "Our firm 

is called Boyd Santini Parker Col- 

onnelli and, if anybody needs any 

litigation help in the South Florida 

or Tampa Bay areas, we're here to 

help. On the personal front. I'm 

happy to report that my sons, Juan 

(15), Tomas (11) and Lucas (9,) are 

doing well (although they're eat¬ 

ing me out of house and home). I 

caught up with Mark Fortier and 

his wife, Rena (and their kids, Julia 

and Ben), not too long ago. They're 

all doing well. Mark's back in the 

city working at Alliance Bernstein. 

Happily, he has not given up on 

brewing his own beer." 

John Tyrrell updated us: "I 

went to Villanova University 

School of Law and am managing 

shareholder at Hollstein Keating 

Cattell Johnson & Goldstein, a 

Philadelphia-based litigation firm. 

I specialize in defending owners 

and operators of stadiums and 

arenas in event-based liability and 

in providing risk management con¬ 

sultation to such entities. My wife, 

Kathy, and I will celebrate our 19th 

anniversary in May. We have two 

boys, Michael (17) and Thomas 

(13). Both are serious year-round 

baseball players. My family and I 

live in the Philadelphia suburb of 

Voorhees, N.J." 

John Kirkland joined Luce, 

Forward, Hamilton & Scripps's 

Los Angeles office as a partner in 

the firm's corporate practice group. 

John previously was a partner 

at Dreier Stein and before that at 

Greenberg Traurig and at Cad- 

walader, Wickersham & Taft. 

Dave Romine is a partner at 

an environmental law firm in 

Philadelphia, Langsam Stevens 

& Silver, and before that was in 

private practice where he handled 

complex, class action, commercial 

and toxic tort litigation. Dave went 

to Harvard Law and right after 

Columbia served in the Navy, 

where he was designated a surface 

warfare officer. 

Peter Park has been living in 

Monmouth County for the last 

seven years and is an interven¬ 

tional radiologist at a teaching 

hospital. He's married with three 

children: Sabrina (11), Jack (10) and 

Olivia (6). 

Sarah A. Kass 

PO Box 300808 

Brooklyn, NY 11230 

sarahkassUK@gmail.com 

It may be 22 years (yes, 22 years, 

sigh) since graduation, but Colum¬ 

bia is still capable of providing lots 

of fun, new, surprising events. In 

February, thanks to my father. Rabbi 

Alvin Kass '57, making a phone call 

to the history department, I got to 

join my mother, Miryom Kass '63 

GS, and him for the Department of 

History's Board of Visitors annual 

dinner and lecture featuring Profes¬ 

sor Simon Schama, who spoke 

about his new documentary series. 

The American Future. As a history 

major, it was so much fun to be sur¬ 

rounded by members of the faculty 

who were teaching when we were 

undergraduates, such as the Jacques 

Barzun Professor in History and the 

Social Sciences Professor Kenneth 

Jackson, as well as newer members 

of the faculty who attended Colum¬ 

bia with us, including Professor 

Matthew Connelly '90. 

And if going to a history lecture 

was not enough for a trip down the 

proverbial memory lane, I found 

myself back in John Jay Dining 

Hall recently, having dinner with 

Kyra Tirana Barry, Chris Crovatto 

and Madeleine Villanueva. A hal¬ 

lucination or flashback, you say? 

Wrong! It was the first of what we 

hope will be many bridge events 

with the classes 2012 (the first- 

years), 1962 (the 50th anniversary 

class) and 1987 (the 25th anniver¬ 

sary class). Kyra and Paul Alter '62 

helped organize the event — the 

same meal plan we all remember 

so fondly — minus the trays, in a 

new water-saving initiative. And 

it's amazing how quickly the urge 

to pocket some bagels and fruit 

and yogurt for later can resurface 

and come over you even when you 

don't actually want it! After dinner, 

we headed upstairs for cupcakes 

and chit-chat in the 10th floor 

lounge in John Jay Hall, joined by 

other first-years living on the floor. 

What a fabulous time we had. If 

anyone is interested in participat¬ 

ing in future events, please do not 

hesitate to contact me or Kyra. 

Shelly Friedland has a new job. 

She has changed law firms and 

is now at Grant & Eisenhofer in 

New York City, a plaintiff's class 

action firm, prosecuting securities 

cases and righting other wrongs on 

behalf of investors, whistleblowers, 

consumers and employees. 

Sally Patrone is happily is in the 

process of getting a divorce and 

looking forward to her new free¬ 

dom. She is an appellate attorney 

and lives in Los Angeles with her 

two children. 

Don't forget to join the Colum¬ 

bia College Class of '87 group on 

Facebook and be among the first to 

hear about the latest class activities 

and social events as our group gets 

bigger and bigger! E-mail me for 

details. 

Jon Bassett 

30 Phillips Ln. 

Newtonville, MA 02460 

jabassett@gmail.com 

This column begins with some 

sad news: Shin Na lost her battle 

with cancer and passed away in 

February. Shin was diagnosed with 

breast cancer in December 2005 

and underwent aggressive treat¬ 

ment. The cancer returned in Au¬ 

gust 2007, and by February 2008, 

it had spread widely. Shin lived in 

Singapore with her husband, Tony, 

daughter Josie (6) and son Toby (4). 

Shin was one of the group of 

us who spent our junior year at 

Reid Hall in Paris. It was another 

member of that group, old friend 

and roommate Larry Sopala, who 

contacted me with tire news. I've 

since had several conversations 

with Larry, who has followed 

a circuitous path back home to Chi¬ 

cago, where he lives with his wife, 

Roxanne (Fernandez), a Barnard 

grad who also was in Paris with us 

that year. After graduation, Larry 

pursued a career in journalism 

before deciding that the '90s was a 

bad time to go into a low-paying 

field under threat from new media. 

So he went to graduate school for 

international affairs at The George 

Washington University's Elliott 

School. Larry and Roxanne got 

married in '93 (Roxanne got her 

M.B.A. from Columbia that year), 

and they lived in New York for a 

few years while Roxanne worked 

in banking and Larry was a con¬ 

sultant. Larry was trained in com¬ 

puter programming while working 

at Andersen (now Accenture), 

and in 1996, the couple moved 

to Larry's hometown of Chicago, 

where they live in the Lincoln Park 

neighborhood. 

For the last few years, Larry 

has worked at Blue Cross Blue 

Shield of Illinois, and Roxanne is 

in human resources at JPMorgan 

Chase. They have three children: 

Alex (11), Claire (9) and Olivia 

(4), all of whom attend St. Clem¬ 

ent's Catholic school in Chicago. 

Larry and Roxanne have taken 

jobs that demand less travel and 

fewer hours now that they have 

a family, and they report that 

work-family balance has been 

reasonably achieved. The last time 

I spoke with Larry, he was work¬ 

ing from home, having broken 

an ankle slipping down his front 

steps. Those of you who were in 

Paris will remember when Larry 

cracked two vertebrae in his lower 

back trying to do a favor for a 

friend; Larry describes himself as 

"a klutz who doesn't think he's a 

klutz." Not a good combination! 

Larry is in touch with Piero 

Tozzi and Matt Epstein '86. Piero 

is e.v.p. and general counsel at 

the Catholic Family & Human 

Rights Institute, a New York-based 

research and advocacy group 

that monitors policy debates at 

the United Nations and other 

international institutions. Matt 

lives in Hoboken and commutes to 

work in Atlanta Monday through 

Thursday (!). 

Joel Ackerman continues his 

career on the business side of 

healthcare. He recently retired 

from Warburg Pincus, where he 

was a managing director and was 

appointed to the board of Kindred 

Healthcare. 

Send me an e-mail, and recon¬ 

nect! 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS Paul Pavlica 
pjp2H3@columbia.edu 

212-851-7833 
DEVELOPMENT Rachel Towers 

rt2339@columbia.edu 
212-851-7833 

Emily Miles Terry 

45 Clarence St. 

Brookline, MA 02446 

emilymilesterry@ 

cca.columbia.edu 

It's nearly the eve of our 20th 

reunion, and I'm eagerly anticipat¬ 

ing the chance to reconnect and 

visit with the many of you who 

have written me to say that you are 

planning to attend. 

This reunion will be fast-paced 

and full of memorable events too 

long to list here. Just a highlight of 

the events include the Thursday, 

June 4, reception at Bobby Van's in 

Midtown, the Broadway show In 
the Heights and an art gallery crawl, 

and the Friday, June 5, cocktail 
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reception at Charlie Palmer's 

Metrazur-Grand Central. The list of 

lectures open to us at our alma mat¬ 

er is diverse and enticing, including 

Literature Humanities: "The Great 

Chain of Meaning: Chekhov's 'Stu¬ 

dent' and Literature Humanities" 

given by Cathy Popkin, the Jesse 

and George Siegel Professor in the 

Humanities, and Frontiers of Sci¬ 

ence: "Can We Afford To Go Green? 

Can We Afford Not To?" by Don J. 

Melnick Ph.Dv the Thomas Hunt 

Morgan Professor of Conservation 

Biology, Department of Ecology, 

Evolution, and Environmental 

Biology. I was shocked to find 

myself even yearning to attend a 

Music Humanities lecture on opera, 

"Verdi's Rigoletto and Wagner's 

Die Walkiire" by Karen Henson, 

assistant professor of music. 

Although I don't know if I'll ever 

shake off my pathological fear of 

that classroom, a good thing about 

aging is that I'm finally old enough 

to appreciate the breadth of what 

Columbia offered. Perhaps if any of 

you want to review before attend¬ 

ing classes you might want to check 

out the blog/book club for alumni 

about the Literature Humanities 

syllabus, www.college.columbia. 

edu/ cct/ coreblog. Class Notes 

Editor Ethan Rouen '04J, who is 

spearheading the blog, recently read 

The Odyssey and Oedipus the King. 
I heard from the multi-talented 

and inspiring Tajlei Levis, who is 

a writer and lyricist. Tajlei studied 

classics at Columbia, attended NYU 

Law School and has an M.F.A. in 

creative writing from Hunter. Tajlei 

wrote the lyrics for the musical A 

What's Your Story? 
Let your classmates know 
about your family, work, 
travels or other news. 

Send us your Class Notes! 

e-mail to the address at 
the top of your column, or to 

cct@columbia.edu. 

MAIL to the address at the 
top of your column. 

FAX to Class Notes Editor 
at 212-851-1950. 

Class Notes received by 
June 30 will be eligible 
for publication in the 

September/October CCT. 

Time to Be Bom, based on Dawn 

Powell's 1942 novel, which was 

presented a few years ago as part of 

the New York International Fringe 

Festival and had a sold-out run at 

the Lucille Lortel Theatre. More 

recently, Tajlei wrote the book and 

lyrics for another musical. Glimpses 
of the Moon, that ran Off-Broad way 

earlier this year. Well-reviewed and 

called "clever and intelligent" by 

www.variety.com, Tajlei's play is a 

sparkling Jazz Age musical that ran 

at the Oak Room of the Algonquin 

Hotel. 

Tajlei writes, "During my Col¬ 

umbia years, I was involved with 

the Varsity Show every year and 

co-wrote and produced the award¬ 

winning Varsity Shows of '88 and '89. 

The musical director of the show is 

Rick Hip-Flores '02, another Varsity 
Show alum. My Core Curriculum 

training and courses in classics 

came in handy in the creation of two 

characters who are archeologists 

specializing in ancient Greece." 

I hope to see and hear more 

from Tajlei in the coming years. 

I had the rare opportunity to 

visit with my Carman 11 freshman 

roommate, Elisabeth Socolow, 

who has been living in Singapore 

for the last few years after receiv¬ 

ing her M.B.A. from Wharton. 

During a warm(ish) day in March, 

we strolled through Cambridge, 

reminiscing and sharing funny 

stories of our children until I had 

to deliver her to Harvard Business 

School for a week-long executive 

education course she was at¬ 

tending there. As the porters at 

HBS efficiently attended to her 

luggage, we shared a laugh over 

the contrast from our sweat-filled 

first day at Columbia when we 

lugged our precious dorm room 

accoutrements and clothing over 

the cobblestones and waited in the 

crowded lobby for the elevator 

that never seemed to come. Now, 

as parents, we appreciate how 

adept (perhaps by default, but 

who knows?) Columbia was at 

character-building. 

Elisabeth and her husband, Sasa, 

and sons, Marko (5) and Nicolas 

(2), enjoy their life in Singapore, 

but I hope they will return state¬ 

side soon so we can see them more. 

I'll close with the wonderful 

news of the birth of Amy Wein- 

reich Rinzler and husband Brad¬ 

ley's second child, Brody, who, 

with big sister, Sophie, is keeping 

the Rinzlers up at night and bring¬ 

ing many smiles to the sleepy faces 

of their mom and dad. 

See you all in June! 

Rachel Cowan Jacobs 

L?J|1 313 Lexington Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD 20901 

cowan@jhu.edu 

My apologies to Marian Wright, 

who was tire victim of a typo in a 

previous column. As I think ev¬ 

eryone knows, Marian is a she and 

not a he. But that's not why she 

wrote to me. Here's what's going 

on with her: 

"Last fall, my family of five 

had a really exciting opportunity 

when my husband quit his post 

at JPMorgan and had to take off 

three months before starting at his 

new job at Citadel Investments. 

So, in record time, I planned a trip 

around the world, and in early 

October, our family — Greg (Ids 

and the kids' last name is Boester), 

Cole (7), Wyatt (4), Rhodes (2 going 

on 18) and I — plus our sitter from 

Vermont (where we go in the sum¬ 

mers), Hillary, were off. 

"We spent a week in London, a 

week in Africa (Cape Town plus 

a safari in Kruger National Park), 

then 2Vi weeks in Asia (a few days 

in Hong Kong, a week in Chiang 

Mai, Thailand, four days at Angkor 

Wat, Cambodia, and a few days 

in Bangkok), followed by the final 

week in Maui. We were gone 

almost six weeks. It was amazing. 

We took about 3,000 pictures. Great 

family bonding time. 

"The kids did surprisingly 

well — they got the "sleeping on 

the overnight flights" thing down 

cold. And although some of the 

highlights for them were the pools 

at the hotels we stayed at, they 

loved seeing elephants, leopards, 

lions, giraffes, hyenas and rhinos, 

and riding around in the Land 

Rover. The beaches and big wave 

surfing in Maui, plus the climb up 

to the 10,000-plus-foot volcano, 

Haleakala, were huge hits. The old¬ 

est and the youngest really enjoyed 

the temples in Thailand and Hong 

Kong. In Chiang Mai, Cole and 

Rhodes got up with me at 4:30 a.m. 

to drive up to the mountainside 

temple to give offerings to the 

monks (this being the only food 

they eat all day) and got down on 

the road with me and prayed. 

"We all loved Africa the best, 

but for Greg and me, the 100-plus 

temples and other ruin sites in 

Cambodia were tied with Africa. 

Cambodia is really a very special 

place. It has the peaceful — spiri¬ 

tual, really — aura that is very com¬ 

pelling. Four days were not enough! 

"We were in Thailand when 

Obama was elected. The people we 

knew there were almost as excited 

Lara Bashkoff '90 is president, global RDA Interactive, 

responsible for all digital activities for The Reader's 

Digest Association. 

as we were. Everywhere we went, 

from London to Maui, there was 

a lot of talk about Obama and 

how excited people were about 

the prospect of change, openness, 

forward movement and so on. 

"Other than this exciting trip, 

I have been focusing on raising 

my boys and running the house, 

including spearheading a major 

renovation and addition of our 

house in Rye two years ago and 

doing some writing on the side — 

two books so far. I plan to return to 

writing full-time once Rhodes gets 

to kindergarten. I hear from or see 

regularly Jenny (Thompson) Har¬ 

vey (lives in NYC with her family 

of five), Gabriel Kra (lives in San 

Francisco with his four kids under 

4), Ted Acworth '90E (who recently 

got married and has a baby boy, 

E.J.), Anne Hayes and Theo Hart¬ 

man '92 (in San Francisco with 

two little girls) and many more. 

Facebook has gotten me back in 

touch with a ton of people from 

our class." 

I can't help but reminisce about 

the round-the-world trip Dan 

Sackrowitz and I took in 1996 

as I read about Marian's travels. 

However, there's a big differ¬ 

ence between being responsible 

for just you and a backpack and 

being in charge of three children. 

Kudos, Marian and Greg, for not 

only undertaking this trip but also 

enjoying it. 

Congratulations to Lara Bash¬ 

koff, who has been promoted to 

president, global RDA Interactive 

(RDAi), responsible for all digital 

activities for The Reader's Digest 

Association. She joined RDA in 2006 

as v.p., corporate digital strategy. 

Best wishes to Arlene Hong on 

her January 10 wedding to Darren 

Duffy. Arlene is an s.v.p. and the 

general counsel at J. Crew in New 

York. Darren is the chief content 

officer, overseeing financial data 

collection and distribution, at Lip- 

per, the mutual funds research unit 

of Thomson Reuters, a financial 

information company in New York. 

He graduated from St. Joseph's 

in Philadelphia and received an 

M.B.A. from NYU. 

Finally, I extend a big "way to 

go" to Dave Hunt, who was elected 

speaker of the Oregon House of 

Representatives in January, the 

beginning of his fourth term in the 

House. I am on his mailing list 

and receive regular updates about 

what7 s going on in Oregon. Let me 

tell you, Dave is one hard-working 

elected official, and for those class¬ 

mates who live in Oregon, I hope 

you think so, too. I'm not sure if 

Dave is more excited about his new 

position or more freaked out that 

his kids are now 9 and 13, which 

means he will have a child in high 

school next year. 
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Margie Kim 

c/o CCT 

Columbia Alumni Center 

622 W. 113th St., MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 

margiekimkim@ 

hotmail.com 

Hello, all! I recently got on Face- 

book, after resisting it for a while 

because I thought of it as a young, 

college kid thing. But, it's been 

great fun reconnecting with old 

friends and acquaintances. 

Darren Finestone is one of 

those friends. Darren lives in Los 

Angeles and has an equipment 

finance company in which he's 

a partner — it specializes in the 

entertainment industry. He and his 

wife recently started a little blanket 

company for kids and adults, which 

is going surprisingly well. Check it 

out www.babyjadeusa.com. Darren 

and Joel Barron are very close. Joel 

lives about a mile from Darren and 

is a pediatric ICU specialist. Darren 

keeps in touch with all of the guys 

he lived with in 8A Hartley, and 

they are all doing well — Pete 

Cole, Mike Cohen, Jim Kauderer, 

Andrew Stone, Chris Antollino, 

Daryl Colden, Gordy Haas '91E 

and Steve Weinstein. 

Tom Fritsch sent in this update: 

"I am a partner and the general 

counsel of Plainfield Asset Man¬ 

agement, a hedge fund based in 

Greenwich, Conn. I live in New 

Rochelle, N.Y., with my wife. Ana, 

and my sons. Tommy (10), Mat¬ 

thew (8) and Marc (5). When I'm 

not working, you are most likely to 

find me on a soccer field some¬ 

where. I coach three recreational 

soccer teams and two travel teams, 

which keep me very busy in the 

spring and fall. Last fall, I was 

invited to participate in the FBI's 

Citizens Academy, which gave me 

an opportunity to get an inside 

look at how the FBI operates (and 

also gave me the opportunity to 

shoot machine guns)." 

Chris Beach, a fellow Carman 

8er, shares that after more than a 

decade on Wall Street, he moved 

to Santa Monica in 2002 for better 

climates. He met his wife, Janet 

(Min), there. They've been married 

since 2005. They golf a fair amount, 

and Chris still swims competitively 

— he teamed up with some friends 

and set a few "old guy" relay re¬ 

cords. Chris found that Phelps guy 

really inspiring last summer! Chris 

reminded me that his first-year 

roommate was Chris "Cuphead" 

Bakkila '87. He lost touch with 

Cuphead, but that nickname 

brought a smile to my face. 

Another floormate and friend 

from Carman 8 who wrote in is 

Sara Schachter. Sara and Brent 

Bessire are married and live in the 

wine country of California. They 

The champagne and wine flowed as a crew of Columbia graduates 
gathered in January to celebrate Meredith Norton '92's birthday in 
San Francisco. Attending the soiree were (left to right) Yoshi Maru- 
yama '92E, Tomoko Yamamoto '92, Wanda Cole-Frieman '94 Barnard, 
Wah Chen '92, the birthday girl and Karl Cole-Frieman '92. 

had their third son, Finn, on Janu¬ 

ary 5; brothers are Nolan (4) and 

Max (2). They live on a farm with 

two dogs, three cats, two llamas, 

three goats and two horses — as 

you can imagine, there is never a 

dull moment! Sara is a veterinarian 

specializing in small animal inter¬ 

nal medicine, and Brent is getting 

his M.B.A. while growing grapes 

and working on starting his own 

winery. Fogline Vineyards. Life is 

good in sunny California! 

John Evans says: "I'm an actu¬ 

ary in my sixth year at The PMA 

Insurance Group in Blue Bell, Pa. 

I have five actuarial exams under 

my belt and four more to go. They 

are brutal. PMA is a mid-sized 

commercial insurer specializing 

in workers' compensation. My 

wife, Cathy, has been working 

from home the past few years after 

getting out of direct patient care 

as an R.N. She now does part-time 

billing and various other tasks 

for her father's medical practice 

in New Jersey, where she used to 

run his office before we moved to 

Pennsylvania. It's really a full-time 

job, but she has to devote most of 

her time to our 6-year-old twins, 

John and Emma. They started half¬ 

day kindergarten this year and do 

a variety of sports and activities." 

John keeps in touch with a lot 

of friends from CC '91, and he 

sent me their e-mails. I'll be hitting 

them up for an update for a future 

column! 

Angel Paul Newcomb brought 

me up to date on her life: "I live 

in Powell, Ohio, a suburb of Co¬ 

lumbus, with my husband, Brian 

Newcomb. After college, I worked 

in broadcast journalism for a few 

years in Columbus, and Louisville, 

Ky., before I decided to go to law 

school. I returned to Columbus 

in 1994 and started law school at 

Ohio State. I graduated in 1997 

and have been with the law firm of 

Schottenstein, Zox & Dunn since. I 

am a partner in our labor and em¬ 

ployment department, specializing 

in employment litigation. I am also 

the proud mother of three girls, 

Keira (4), Kellyn (2) and Cassidy, 

who was bom in January." 

Christine Herron wrote, "I'm 

married to Shannon Newton and 

live in San Francisco — no kids yet, 

but we rescued an adorable black 

lab mix from the pound last year. 

In July, I started a new role as a 

principal in First Round Capital's 

West Coast office. We make seed- 

stage venture investments in tech¬ 

nology companies (here and on the 

East Coast), so naturally I'd love to 

hear from classmates starting the 

Next New Thing. On the more fun 

side, I was lucky enough to be in 

Philly for the World Series win in 

October, and though my work¬ 

mates and I didn't tear down any 

traffic signals, we did manage to 

score some late-night cheesesteaks 

from Jim's." 

Chris Petrovic sent in this up¬ 

date: "My wife, Jen, and I had our 

first child on April 8,2008 — a girl, 

Remy Sofia. So 2008 was a magical 

blur of joy and exhaustion as we 

adjusted to life as parents. We live 

in Hermosa Beach, Calif., and I 

work at Playboy as v.p., digital 

media — going on four years now. 

I've had a great time reconnect¬ 

ing with a ton of fellow CU alums 

— CC '91 and otherwise — via 

Facebook and reliving college 

memories with them." 

I received this update from 

Alison Toledo White: "I went to 

law school at Georgetown and, 

except for three years when I went 

back home to Boston, I have been in 

D.C. ever since. I met my husband 

in 2001 and we got married in 2003. 

We have two children, Raleigh (4, 

a girl) and Zachary (2). We live 

in Falls Church, Va., and I am an 

attorney at the SEC. My husband 

is a partner in an engineering con¬ 

sulting firm. The only person I've 

stayed in touch with from college 

is Felicia Busto (now Busto-Fraim), 

and she is doing great as well." 

Chris Kotes e-mailed: "I man¬ 

age a team of strategy analysts that 

manage losses on the UK credit 

card portfolio for Bank of America 

(for now... after today's news, 

who knows). My wife and I live 

in Kennett Square, the mushroom 

capital of the world, right next to 

Longwood Gardens, if anyone is 

ever in the area. My wife is a mar¬ 

keting manager with State Farm. 

We had a son, Tyler, on July 25. My 

wife calls it our Christmas in July. 

He is ready for the Yankees!" 

Daniel Balsam returned from 

his second visit to Sulawesi Island, 

Indonesia, where he spent 11 

days underwater exploring and 

photographing the diverse coral 

reefs of the Wakatobi Archipelago. 

Daniel volunteers on weekends at 

Chicago's Shedd Aquarium (www. 

shedd.org) where he educates visi¬ 

tors about the aquarium's diverse 

animal collections. He can arrange 

free admission to the Shedd for any 

CC '91 alums and their families. 

Just contact him at danielbalsam@ 

yahoo.com. Weekdays, Daniel is 

a technical project manager in the 

managed hosting services group 

at CSC, where he supports the 

integration of Internet systems 

infrastructure. Daniel has called 

Chicago home since 1995, after 

spending two years in Sao Jose dos 

Campos, Brazil, consulting for Em- 

braer Aerospace on behalf of CSC. 

Jimmy Windsor wrote: "I recent¬ 

ly moved from Norfolk, Va., to 

Miami to take a job with the Univ¬ 

ersity of Miami anesthesiology 

department as director of congenital 

cardiac anesthesiology." 

Sara Armstrong and her 

husband, Peter Crumlish, whom 

she met in the Peace Corps, live in 

New Haven, Conn., and are the 

parents of three boys: Sam and 

Caleb (twins, 6) and Finn (3). Sara's 

the director of admissions at the 

Cold Spring School, a progres¬ 

sive elementary school which her 

older sons attend. Last spring, Sara 

happily "re-met" Jennifer Baszile 

at a local park. She, too, has a son 

named Caleb. Jennifer's memoir, 

The Black Girl Next Door, published 

by Simon & Schuster, came out in 

Sara Schachter '91 is a veterinarian in California, 

specializing in small animal internal medicine. 
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Aba Yankah '97's Delta Sigma Theta Sorority sisters showed up in force 
to celebrate her marriage to Bradford Rogers in Destin, Fla., in June. 
Attending were (left to right) Cristina Bonaldes '97, Kellie Durham 
Lewis '97, Christine Bannerman '92, Jennifer Willis '97, the bride, Catrell 
Brown '97 and Ayana (Cuevas) Curry '97. 

PHOTO: RASHAAN CURRY 

January. [Editor's note: See "Book¬ 

shelf" feature.] 

Andrea LeWinter lives in 

Columbia, Md., with her husband, 

Stephen Seliger '92, and sons, Sam 

(7) and Matthew (4), and works 

part-time as an attorney. 

Here is a Ben Schroeder update: 

"I'm coming up on my eighth 

year at Applied Biosystems. I am 

a senior staff scientist, working on 

advanced DNA sequencing tech¬ 

nologies. I live in the San Francisco 

Bay Area with my wife, Rosanna, 

whom I met while earning my 

Ph.D. in molecular and cell biology 

at UC Berkeley. I'm looking for¬ 

ward to the new leadership under 

Barack Obama '83!" 

Cathy Moy e-mailed: "I've been 

incommunicado since graduation, 

but a lot has happened in the past 

year, so the quick update on me is 

that I spent the last year working 

in Beijing, as v.p. of development 

for a hotel development company 

headquartered in Washington, 

D.C. August 8,2008 was important 

for me, not only because it was the 

date of the opening ceremony for 

the Olympics, but also because I 

got engaged to my boyfriend, Ki- 

mon Yiasemides, who was living in 

Dubai. After a year of a very long¬ 

distance relationship, we moved 

back to D.C. in December and got 

married there just after Christmas. 

Mark Blacher, Dan Bautista and 

Amy Bieberdorf all made the trek 

from NYC to help celebrate." 

Carl D. Marci wrote: "Interest¬ 

ing update on my career path — I 

have switched to part-time faculty 

at Harvard Medical School to take 

on the role of CEO of a media re¬ 

search company, using biometrics 

to measure emotional responses 

of audiences to media including 

television, film and Internet." 

Christine Vardaros is a profes¬ 

sional cyclist (mainly road and 

cyclocross racing) and loves it! 

Her current international ranking 

is 25th. Last May, she married 

the man of her fantasies, Jonas 

Bruffaerts. Since he is Belgian, she 

has officially relocated to Belgium. 

In addition to racing, Christine 

keeps busy as a freelance writer on 

sports, health, fitness and nutrition. 

She writes columns for VegNews 
Magazine, Cyclocross Magazine and 

the Marin Independent Journal. If 

you want to keep updated on her 

adventurous lifestyle, visit her 

blog: http: / / christinevardaros. 

blogspot.com. 

Last, but not least, Elisabeth 

Porter married Palm Beach County 

Sheriff Office deputy William 

Louis Goldstein on January 10, the 

night of the largest full moon this 

year, at Morikami Gardens in Del¬ 

ray Beach, Fla. They are planning 

their religious ceremony for July 

19. She is proud to have continued 

being an Alumni Representative 

Committee interviewer for more 

than 10 years. She also is proud 

to have argued a case in 2008 

before the Florida Supreme Court 

involving the rights of juvenile 

delinquents. Finally, she is proud 

to have been sworn in as a member 

of the United States Supreme 

Court bar in Washington, D.C. as a 

member of her local Inn of Court. 

Thanks to all of those who sent 

in updates. Keep the e-mails com¬ 

ing! Until next time ... cheers! 

Jeremy Feinberg 

315 E. 65thSt. ,#3F 

New York, NY 10021 

jeremy.feinberg@ 

verizon.net 

For all of our social networking, 

e-mailing, cell-phone calling and 

gosh knows what else, it's nice to 

see that some members of our class 

are still up for a get-together in 

person. I was particularly pleased 

to receive an e-mail from Wanda 

Cole-Frieman '94 Barnard alerting 

me to such a gathering of members 

of our class in early January. Ac¬ 

cording to Wanda, a few folks from 

our class gathered for Meredith 

Norton's birthday weekend in San 

Francisco. In addition to Meredith 

and Wanda, the gang included 

Yoshi Maruyama '92E, Wah Chen, 

Karl Cole-Frieman and Tomoko 

Yamamoto. [See photo.] 

Wah was kind enough to follow 

up on Wanda's e-mail to provide 

details as to everyone's goings on. 

Yoshi moved back to Los Angeles, 

having, among other things, recently 

helped take Universal Theme Park 

Osaka public. Meredith's memoir. 

Lopsided: How Having Breast Cancer 
Can Be Really Distracting, was pub¬ 

lished by St Martin's Press last year 

[Editor's note: See July/August 2008 

"Bookshelf' feature: www.college. 

columbia.edu/cct/jul_aug08/book 

shelfl], and she is working on her 

second book from her cottage in 

Cotati, in northern California. 

Karl is general counsel at a San 

Francisco-based hedge fund and 

Tomoko lives in Tokyo, working 

on her Ph.D. dissertation in urban 

planning with her son (3) and her 

husband, a filmmaker. Wah lives in 

Los Angeles, where she started an 

affordable housing development 

company upon her graduation 

from UCLA Business School in 

2003. She concluded her e-mail by 

93 
Betsy Gomperz 

41 Day St. 

Newton, MA 02466 

Betsy.Gomperz@gmail.com 

Greetings, classmates. I am taking 

over as our class correspondent. I 

look forward to reconnecting with 

many of you and hearing about 

your accomplishments, adven¬ 

tures, hobbies and families. 

In the meantime, the brief news I 

have to report is that Shiva Sooudi 

Farouki and her husband, Tarek, 

welcomed their third son on Febru¬ 

ary 16. Baby Kian joins brothers 

Farris and Zade. The Farouki family 

lives in NYC, and Shiva is a litiga¬ 

tion partner at Kirkland & Ellis. 

Ali Towle moved to San Fran¬ 

cisco about two years ago and works 

in marketing for Tealeaf. She and 

her husband, Karl Saddlemire, live 

in Berkeley, where Karl is a 2L at 

UC Berkeley's law school. Despite 

the fact that she looks great, travels 

frequently, and remains social and 

fun, Ali reports, "I don't have kids. I 

don't have an 'exciting' job. My hus¬ 

band is a student. I'm 38 and I don't 

own a house. I still have student 

loan debt — a lot (not to mention 

my husband's). Don't you wish you 

were me?" 

Sandi Johnson is in the final year 

of her residency in emergency medi¬ 

cine at UConn, where she is the chief 

resident. She and her husband, Rob 

Murray, also an emergency medicine 

Stephanie Geosits '94 manages marketing, advertis¬ 

ing and sponsorship for the intercollegiate athletics 

department at the University of Toronto. 

telling me that she recently toasted 

Eric Garcetti at his Malibu nuptials 

to Amy Elaine Wakeland. 

My other news for this column 

is also of the happy variety — the 

wedding of Rob Speyer to Anne- 

Cecilie Engell on November 18 in 

New York City. According to the 

coverage in The New York Times, 
Rob is a chief executive and presi¬ 

dent of Tishman Speyer, the New 

York real estate investment and 

development firm. The Times re¬ 

ported that he also is the chairman 

of the Mayor's Fund to Advance 

New York City, which raises pri¬ 

vate money for public programs; 

a trustee of the New York City Po¬ 

lice Foundation; and a member of 

the board of governors of the Real 

Estate Board of New York. He also 

is a loyal and generous supporter 

of the College. 

Of course, I wish there was more 

to say this time around — you 

know how to fix that — reach out 

and send some news! I'd love to 

hear from you. 

doctor, live in Burlington, Conn., 

with their son, Shane (4). 

Much more to come over the 

years ahead, and I look forward to 

hearing from all of you and shar¬ 

ing your news. 

REUNION JUNE 4-JUNE 7 

ALUMNI OFFICE CONTACTS 

ALUMNI affairs Paul Pavlica 
pjp2H3@columbia.edu 

212-851-7849 
development Rachel Towers 

rt2339@columbia.edu 
212-851-7833 

94 
Leyla Kokmen 

440 Thomas Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

leylak@earthlink.net 

It7 s been 15 years since our last 

official business was concluded on 

campus, but Thursday, June 4-Sun- 

day, June 7, promises tons of fun- 

filled unofficial business at Alumni 

Reunion Weekend. The event kicks 

off with a reception with our SEAS 
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Eugenio Cano ’95 Commits to International Development 
By Nathalie Alonso '08 

or Eugenio Cano '95, 
the experience of being 
uprooted from his native 

Nicaragua translated into a 
dream of working at the United 
Nations and a career in inter¬ 
national development. 

Cano, who recently served 
as minister counselor for the 
Permanent Mission of Nicaragua 
to the United Nations, was 8 
when his family fled Nicaragua 
after the 1979 revolution and 
settled in New Orleans. Cano's 
father had been a diplomat for 
the Nicaraguan government, 
making his family a target for 
political persecution. 

"My personal history is at 
the core of my lifelong interest 
in public service," says Cano. "I 
prepared myself to work in ar¬ 
eas of international economic 
development with the dream 
of offering others in developing 
nations more opportunities to 
improve their living standards." 

During his time at the United 
Nations (2002-07), Cano ne¬ 
gotiated resolutions aimed at 
combating corrupt practices for 
the Group of 77, a coalition of 
developing countries of which 
Nicaragua is a member, and 
the U.N. General Assembly. As 
a member of the Nicaraguan 
delegation, he attended inter¬ 
national conferences that took 
him as far as Qatar, South Af¬ 
rica, Malaysia and Mongolia. 

Cano believes the United 
Nations is a valuable organiza¬ 
tion, despite its shortcomings. 

"It's an important instru¬ 
ment for smaller countries that 
have limited arenas where 
they can voice their concerns," 
he explains. "An organization 
that consists of 192 countries 
is bound to have many limita¬ 
tions. It's a work in progress." 

Cano remained faithful to 
his dream of working for the 
United Nations throughout his 
years in the College. He arrived 
in Morningside Heights as a 
second-year transfer student 
from the University of Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

"When l was in high school, I 
never really thought that even¬ 

tually l would work at the united 
Nations. It was just one of those 
dreams that you have," he says. 
"When l came [to Columbia], a 
whole world opened up to me. 
It was very transformational, the 
education here." 

While a student, Cano helped 
revive and was editor-in-chief 
of Encuentros, a student-run 
bilingual literary magazine that 
has since gone out of print. He 
majored in political science and 
economics and fondly remem¬ 
bers political science professor 
Robert Shapiro, who was his 
adviser in the major. 

"He was very instrumental 
in me seeking the area of 
public policy," recalls Cano, 
who subsequently attended 
the university of Michigan as 
a Woodrow Wilson Fellow and 
graduated in 1997 with a mas¬ 

ter's in public policy. 
At Michigan, Cano met his 

wife, Jeannine Acevedo '05L. In 
1996, they moved to Taiwan to 
study Mandarin Chinese. From 
1998-2002, Cano was employed 
at the Nicaraguan embassy in 

Taiwan, where he organized 
investment and trade promotion 
activities for Taiwanese inves¬ 
tors to Nicaragua. According 
to Cano, his endeavors directly 
resulted in the creation of ap¬ 
proximately 30,000 new jobs in 
Nicaragua. 

"I was one of the few Nicar¬ 
aguan diplomats at the time who 
spoke Mandarin Chinese. I was 
able to open up doors with a lot 
of investors and instill confidence 
in others because of those lan¬ 
guage abilities," says Cano. 

in 2002, Cano was offered 
the job at the Nicaraguan Mis¬ 
sion to the United Nations, 
which brought him back to New 
York — and to the College. He 
was v.p. of the Latino Alumni 
Association of Columbia Univer¬ 
sity (LAACU) from 2002-05 and 
president from 2006-07. He is 

currently on the Board of Direc¬ 
tors of the Columbia College 
Alumni Association. 

Adlar Garda '95, who start¬ 
ed LAACU, was good friends 
with Cano throughout their 
four years in the College. He 

says of Cano's time as LAACU 
president, "We didn't want 
the administration to think 
we were an organization that 
had only one event a year and 
was in the shadows. Eugenio 
had conversations with the 
directors and with the deans 
to maintain LAACU's level as a 
professional organization." 

"When l was in Taiwan, I 
was always looking for an 
alumni [connection]. When I 
came [back to New York], l 
wanted to work with students 
and young alumni," Cano says. 

Cano is now director of 
consulting at Globalhood, a 
nonprofit that provides consul¬ 
tancy services for international 
development projects. 

"You need something between 
the idea and the interpretation 
on the ground. Globalhood 
tries to provide that something 
through advising," he says. 

Cano lives on the Upper West 
Side with Acevedo and their 
sons, Diego (5) and Marcos (2). 

"Family is a priority for me. I 
no longer travel that much. My 
vacations are more centered 
toward going to see family," 
says Cano, who considers help¬ 
ing his parents evacuate from 
New Orleans to Arkansas a few 
days before Hurricane Katrina 
hit the gulf coast one of his 
proudest life experiences. 

"It showed me what really 
counts. My family had left in 
very difficult circumstances 
from Central America. I was 
able to help them to [flee] once 
again, but better equipped and 
under different circumstances. 
It put many things into per¬ 
spective," he says. 

Garcia, who now lives in Mi¬ 
ami, keeps in touch with Cano 
via e-mail. "Eugenio was very 
studious and has a great sense 
of humor," Garda says. "He has 
a genuinely positive attitude 
about life in general." 

Nathalie Alonso '08, from 
Queens, majored in American 
studies. She is an editorial 
producer of Spanish sites for 
MLB.com. 

In 2003, Eugenio Cano '95 attended a reenactment of the Naadam Festi¬ 
val in Mongolia while serving as a member of the Nicaraguan delegation 
to the Fifth international Conference of New or Restored Democracies. 

PHOTO:BAYASAKH BATBAYASAKH 
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Chip Moore '00 married Gretchen Sionina '04 Northeastern in a cere¬ 
mony by the ocean in Plymouth, Mass., on August 29. Attending were 
(left to right) Jon-Mychal Bowman '99, Cory Martin '00, Diana (nee 
Baraniewicz) Williams '00, the groom, the bride, Adrienne (nee Sadeghi- 
Nejad) Bowman '01, Christophe Gillet '00 and Shreya Kangovi '01. 

PHOTO: MICHAEL BYRNE 

peers. There will be dinners, a wine 

tasting, the Starlight Reception and 

lots of other chances to mingle with 

classmates and fellow alumni. Join 

us! 

On an excessively cold January 

evening, I headed a few blocks from 

the offices of my new job, near the 

Minnesota capital in St. Paul, to 

meet Elliot Regenstein for some 

spicy Thai food. Elliot was visiting 

on business from Chicago. I spotted 

him immediately when I entered 

the restaurant. 

Me: Elliot Regenstein! You look 

just the same! 

Elliot: Is that a good thing or a 

bad thing? 

Me: I think we've reached an age 

Submit Your Photo! 
CCT is happy to run high- 
quality photos of alumni 

gatherings, weddings and 
other important occasions. 

Wedding photos should 
include a minimum of two 
Columbia graduates; the 
more alumni, the better. 

Photos may be print or digi¬ 
tal (minimum 300 dpi .jpg). 
Please include the name of 
the event, date, location, 

full names and class years 
of everyone pictured and 

photographer credit. 

Send photo and caption 
information to Class Notes 
Editor, Columbia College To¬ 

day, Columbia Alumni Center, 
622 W. 113th St., MC 4530, 
New York, NY 10025 or to 

cct@columbia.edu. 

when if s good to be told that you 

look just like you did in college. 

I'm sure we hadn't seen each 

other since graduation, which, 

as we all know from our reunion 

notices, was 15 years ago. 

Elliot and his wife, Emily Paster, 

live in River Forest, Ill., with two 

kids, Zoe (5) and James (2). Elliot is 

a partner in the law firm of Nelson 

Mullins Riley & Scarborough (the 

firm of former Secretary of Educa¬ 

tion Richard Riley), in the Educa¬ 

tion Counsel unit — a small group 

that works on federal and state 

education policy. His projects are 

primarily foundation-funded and 

in partnership with state govern¬ 

ments (hence his trip to St. Paul), 

largely focused on either college 

readiness or early learning. 

It was terrific catching up, 

talking about kids and jobs and 

the Midwest and life and so on. I 

had only recently taken a new job 

in Minnesota's state government, 

so it was interesting to hear about 

Elliot's experiences in that realm. 

I now work for the Minnesota 

Department of Health, managing 

communications around our state's 

comprehensive health reform law 

that passed last May. The work is 

interesting and important, and I'm 

very happy to be doing more writ¬ 

ing about health and health policy. 

Elliot has stayed in touch with 

other Columbia alums, including 

Adam Epstein '95 and Stephanie 

Geosits, who manages marketing, 

advertising and sponsorship for 

the intercollegiate athletics depart¬ 

ment at the University of Toronto. 

Since I saw Elliot, I caught up 

with Alex Rosenstein, whom I also 

hadn't seen since graduation. (He 

also looks just like he did at Co¬ 

lumbia!) Alex, another Minnesota 

native, moved back to the Twin 

Cities from New York a couple 

of years ago. He's a corporate 

lawyer at Fredrikson & Byron in 

Minneapolis. He and his wife have 

two sons, one 4 and one bom in 

November. 

Alex kindly hosted a recent 

board meeting of the Columbia 

University Club of Minnesota at 

his offices, and it was terrific to 

catch up with him. He's stayed 

in touch with several classmates, 

including John Katz, Steve Ruddy 

and Marc Maximov. 

Kay Bailey and her husband, 

James Boiani, welcomed twin girls, 

Amanda June and Elisa Katherine, 

on January 14. They arrived a little 

early and had to stay in the hospi¬ 

tal for a couple of weeks, but they 

came home at the beginning of 

February. From the looks of things 

on Kay's blog, www.achieving 

conceiving.blogspot.com, the girls 

are keeping their parents busy! 

That's it for this time. Please 

keep the news coming! And 

remember to make your plans for 

Alumni Reunion Weekend, Thurs¬ 

day, June 4-Sunday, June 7. (It'll 

be a great chance to see who else 

looks just like they did in college.) 

Janet Lorin 

127 W. 96th St., #2GH 

New York, NY 10025 

jrflO@columbia.edu 

Amanda Bettinelli writes from Re¬ 

dondo Beach that she left a private 

litigation practice at Hughes Hub¬ 

bard & Reed and is an assistant 

U.S. attorney in the central district 

of California's criminal office in 

Los Angeles. 

"It has been an exciting transi¬ 

tion," she wrote. "My son, Nicolas, 

is my joy." 

She and Nicolas (2) have had 

fun adventures with the children 

of other Columbia College alums 

including JuYun Oh Bamavon 

(husband, Erez, and their children, 

Joshua and Sarah) and Dominic 

Riebli '98 (wife, Jennifer, and their 

children, Philip and Elizabeth). 

Amanda shared updates about 

Brian Flynn, who is at the SEC and 

planning his wedding, and Rohini 

Nadgir, a radiologist who is married 

to a fellow doctor, Kevin Chang. 

"Greg Evans '96 is doing well 

in private practice in Georgia," 

Amanda writes. "He and his wife, 

Nadine, have three children." 

Amanda also reported that a 

Barnard friend, Mona Osman, 

passed away. She worked in a lab 

on Columbia's medical campus 

while she went to Teachers College 

and became an NYC science teach¬ 

er. Mona had juvenile diabetes and 

died from complications related to 

her condition, Amanda said. 

"Most CC '95 folks will remem¬ 

ber Mona hanging out in Carman 

on the mezzanine level with 

Haakon Brown '95E, Rishi Gupta 

'95E, Matt Cascio, Greg Evans '96 

and Donnie Chaban," she wrote. 

"She was a great friend, a generous 

spirit and a wonderfully accom¬ 

plished young woman who will be 

missed." 

Rabbi Jessica Zimmerman 

responded to my question about 

other rabbis in our class. In addi¬ 

tion to herself, Jon Berkun and 

Sharon Brous, we can count Shira 

Stutman, a Reconstructionist rabbi 

in Philadelphia, and Adam Klig- 

feld, a Conservative rabbi. 

Thanks for the updates, and 

keep the news coming. 

Ana S. Salper 

125 Prospect Park West, 

Apt. 4A 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

asalper@yahoo.com 

Happy spring, my loyal readers. 

Quite of bit of wedding and baby 

news to report. 

John Fitzgibbons, an associate 

at Sidley Austin Brown & Wood in 

Los Angeles, is proud to announce 

that his wife, Julie, gave birth to 

triplets last June — boys Jack and 

Brady, and girl, Ellie. Congratula¬ 

tions, John! 

Julia Lyon '01J moved to Salt 

Lake City in 2006, where she now 

is the social services reporter cover¬ 

ing poverty issues at The Salt Lake 
Tribune. She met her husband, Chris 

Barker, in Bend, Ore., where they 

were reporters at the local paper. 

Their wedding last August in Park 

City was a chance for Columbia 

friends to reconnect at new heights 

— the ceremony was held at 8,000 

feet just minutes before a torrential 

downpour. 

Lloyd Shin has been working 

for the College Board since 2001 

and is the director of policy and 

publications for the Advanced 

Placement. Katherine Cherbas is a 

freelance cellist in New York City. 

Katherine and Lloyd, who met 

as freshmen on Carman 13 and 

married in 2001, are enjoying the 

challenges of parenthood: Their 

son, Orlando, is 2 Vi 

Pamela Garas teaches high 

school English in Massachusetts at 

the Lawrence H.S. for the Perform¬ 

ing and Fine Arts. She left a law 

career in New York to become a 

public high school teacher in 2006. 

Jen Banks is recently engaged and 

in March moved from snowy Ver¬ 

mont to sunny Lisbon, Portugal, 

where her fiance, Pedro Abreu, co¬ 

owns a computer security software 

design company. Jen will still be 

development director for PH Inter¬ 

national from their new home and 

will be busy planning the wedding 
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Beau Willimon ’99 Brings Politics Alive on Stage 
By Amanda Erickson '08 

Beau Willimon '99, '03 
Arts found his inspiration 
and his calling during his 

senior year at the College. 
A friend suggested that they 

volunteer for Charles Schum- 
er's campaign for a Senate seat 
from New York against longtime 
incumbent Alfonse D'Amato. 
"We dove into it," Willimon says 
of the months they spent poll¬ 
ing and putting up fliers. "We 
were working 20 hours a day, 
seven days a week." 

Willimon's stint as a cam¬ 
paign aide led to paid gigs 
working for Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, Bill Bradley and Howard 
Dean while in college and after 
graduation. Those experiences 
are the basis for his play Far- 
ragut North, which tells the 
story of a press secretary for a 
Presidential candidate on the 
eve of the Iowa caucus. The 
show played to sold-out crowds 
in October and November at 
the Off-Broadway Atlantic The¬ 
ater Company in Manhattan, 
and will be shown in Los Ange¬ 
les in June and July 2009 and 
West Virginia in July and August 
2009. The New York production 
starred Chris Noth, who played 
Mr. Big in Sex and the City, and 
John Gallagher Jr., who starred 
in the Broadway hit Spring 
Awakening. Noth will travel 
with the show to Los Angeles. 

New York Times theater 
critic Ben Brantley gave the 
show a good review, writing 
"Mr. Willimon writes convincing 
dialogue in the statistic-laden, 
obscenity-peppered argot of 

his campaign workers ... and 
he's good at suggesting the 
self-mythologizing streak in 
such people, the sentimentality 
that coexists within the cut¬ 
throat coldness." 

It was quite a success for 
someone who had spent most 
of his undergraduate years 
painting in Dodge. Willimon had 
been drawing for years and 
planned to become a profes¬ 
sional artist after graduation. 
That changed at the beginning 
of his senior year in college. 

"There was something 
[about painting] that felt con¬ 
stricting and claustrophobic," 
he says. "I thought I'd write a 
play to cleanse my brain." 

He hadn't planned to show 
his draft to anyone. But as he 
wrote, something clicked. 

"in my painting, I always 
tried to create narratives," Wil¬ 
limon says. But he found that 
writing plays was a more satis¬ 
fying way to tell stories. 

Willimon submitted a play 
for Columbia's Seymour Brick 
Memorial Playwriting prize, 
awarded to the undergraduate 
"who submits the best one-act 
or full-length play," and won a 
cash award. "That was when 
l began seriously considering 
this as a career," he says. 

After graduation, Willimon 
continued to visit and learn 
from mentor Eduardo Machado, 
who heads the University's 
dramatic writing program and 
encouraged Willimon to apply 
to the School of the Arts. In 
2003, Willimon moved to Iowa 

to do advance work for Dean, 
who was running for President. 
Along the way, the idea for Far- 
ragut North was born. 

"That [trip] was extraordi¬ 
nary," Willimon says. "When l 
came back from that campaign, 
politics was what I wanted to 
write about." 

He wrote the first draft in 
about three weeks and sent it 
to theater companies across 
the country, but no one was 
interested. Willimon put the 
show away and began working 
on other projects, including a 
script called Fiickory Hill, which 
takes place on a plantation in 
South Carolina during the Civil 

Beau Willimon '99 planned to be 
an artist but has found success 
as a playwright. 

War. The story was told entirely 
from the perspective of slaves. 
The idea came in part from a 
class in American history Willi¬ 
mon took from the Dewitt Clin¬ 

ton Professor of History Eric 
Foner '63, '69 GSAS at Colum¬ 
bia. It was purchased by AMC, 
but the pilot never was shot. 

Willimon continued writing, 
and in 2008, his agent tried to 
sell Farragut North again. Willi¬ 
mon was shocked by the res¬ 
ponse — several theater compa¬ 
nies eagerly competed to stage 
a production. 

The script drew interest 
in Hollywood as well. Warner 
Brothers has purchased movie 
rights and asked Willimon to 
adapt the script for the screen. 
It also has commissioned Wil¬ 
limon to write another film. 

Willimon now is working on 
a show for the National The¬ 
ater of Great Britain about the 
rise of Empress Theodora, a 
Byzantinian royal who started 
her life as a prostitute and 
eventually became queen, and 
he is writing a play for the 
Manhattan Theater Company 
about chess masters and the 
psychology of competing 
against a computer. 

The topics seem disparate, 
but Willimon insists that the 
theme that runs throughout his 
works is the ways power plays 
out in everyday relationships. 

"The subject of [Farragut 
North] is not politics," he says. 
"The subject is ambition, power, 
hubris ... it's a universal story 
that can always seem fresh." 

Amanda Erickson '08 ma¬ 
jored in urban studies. She 
writes about politics for the 
Washington Post Co. 

from overseas as well — the couple 

will be married in September in 

Mystic, Conn. 

Congratulations to my close 

friend Barbara Antonucci, who 

welcomed the birth of her second 

child, Maximilian Demarest Mer¬ 

cer, in January, much to the delight 

of her husband, Nic, and her 

daughter, Giada (2). Congratula¬ 

tions are also in order to my friend 

and neighbor Brandon Kessler, 

who welcomed twins Oliver and 

Charlotte in November, joining 

their sister. Ruby (2). 

That's all for now, classmates. 

Please keep the news flowing. 

"You only live once, but if you 

do it right, once is enough." 

— Mae West 

Sarah Katz 

1935 Parrish St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19130 

srkl2@columbia.edu 

Amrit Nagpal and family live in 

San Francisco. His son. Jay, recently 

turned 2, and his daughter, Reyna, 

is 3 Vi He is having a lot of fun 

watching them grow (and fight!). 

Tony Wong and Elly Karp Wong '97 

Barnard had their second daughter, 

Mia Yi, on February 15. Everybody 

is doing great. Benjamin (Jamie) 

Lederer and his wife, Su Young 

Han, celebrated the birth of their 

first child, Jakob Han, on February 

4. They are enjoying life in the Air 

Force in Italy. Alexander Libin and 

his wife, Sherri Berkowitz Libin '97 

Barnard, '98 TC, are proud parents 

of three boys: Jacob (5), Noah (3) 

and Elliot (8 months). Sherri and 

Alexander live in New York City 

and look forward to sending their 

sons to Columbia. 

George Shuster was elected part¬ 

ner at the law firm WilmerHale, 

effective January 1. He has worked 

there since graduating from Vir¬ 

ginia Law in 2000. George practices 

in the areas of bankruptcy/financial 

restructuring and debt finance. 

Margaret Lewis'big news is that 

she has accepted a position as an 

associate professor of law at Seton 

Hall. So, starting July 1, she will be 

reverse commuting to Newark, N.J. 

Margaret has been working on proj¬ 

ects involving China for the past 

few years at NYU Law, primarily 

focused on criminal justice. She is 
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Simon Moshenberg '01 married Paola Sandoval in August in Washington, 
D.C. in attendance were (left to right) the bride, Daniel Shaw '00, Matt 
Winters '01, Benjamin Fishman '03, the groom, Hee Won Brindle-Khym 
'02 SI PA and Dana King '01 Barnard. 

PHOTO: RICK REINHART 

excited to make the leap into being 

a professor. Joshua Ross is a techni¬ 

cal writer at Google in New York 

City. Matt Wang is doing well. His 

game design company, To Be Con¬ 

tinued, recently finishing designing 

and developing the Twilight Board 

Game for Summit Entertainment 

and Cardinal Games. 

Carl Watson is on his second 

tour in the Foreign Service, in St. 

Petersburg, and will head back to 

Washington, D.C., at the end of 

this year. He served in Tokyo on 

his last assignment and plans to 

go to Beijing next, after Chinese 

language training. He writes: "If 

there are any alumni living in or 

passing through Northwest Rus¬ 

sia, drop a line!" 

Rabbi Jill Jacobs recently pub¬ 

lished her first book. There Shall Be 
No Needy: Pursuing Social Justice 
Through Jewish Law and Tradition. 
The forward was written by Rabbi 

Elliot Dorff '65. 

Sandra P. Angulo Chen 

10209 Day Ave. 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

spa76@yahoo.com 

This edition of Class Notes is all 

baby news. Second girls born to 

Columbia College and Harvard 

Law-educated attorney mamas, to 

be exact. 

Joanna (Erman) Herman and 

Brooks Herman welcomed Sophie 

Bella on October 30. Sophie weighed 

7 lbs., 8 oz. and was 21 inches long. 

According to Joanna, she is a happy 

and healthy baby. Brother Jacob 

(who turns 3 in July) is adjusting 

quite well to having a little sister. 

The Hermans live in San Diego 

and love it, although Joanna says 

they do miss New York and all 

their East Coast friends. Joanna 

practices law with Morrison & 

Foerster in its San Diego office. 

She specializes in products liability 

litigation. Brooks left his job as 

director of international operations 

at People to People in August and 

is getting his M.B.A. at the Rady 

School of Management at UC 

San Diego. The Hermans missed 

our 10th reunion last year due to 

Joanna's pregnancy, but they hope 

to make it to the next reunion. 

Congratulations also are in 

order for Alejandra (Montenegro) 

Almonte and her husband, Jorge. 

Their daughter, Luda Carolina, was 

bom on September 4. She weighed 7 

lbs., 4 oz. and measured 19 Vt inches 

long. Brother Javier is 2. Alejandra is 

a litigation/international arbitration 

assodate at the D.C. office of Weil, 

Gotshal & Manges. Jorge is an attor¬ 

ney with the criminal tax division at 

the Department of Justice. Alejandra 

and Jorge live in Northern Virginia. 

Thanks to Alejandra and Joanna 

for sharing their great news. Be¬ 

cause of Facebook, I can vouch for 

the off-the-charts cuteness of all of 

the above-mentioned tots. 
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Greetings, classmates! 

Our 10th reunion is quickly 

approaching, Thursday June 4r- 

Marnie Glassman '02 and Seth Gale '02 were married in Boston in June. 
Attending were (back row, left to right) John Conley '02, Kaylan Baban 
'02, Man Wapinski '02, Emily (Margolis) Meisner '02, Margaret McKenna 
'02, the groom, Eli Lassman '02, Daniel Bloch '02, Sara Batterton '01, 
Sara Stein Lichtman '02, Noah Lichtman '01 and Gareen Hamalian '02; 
and (front row, left to right) Alison Hirsh '02, the bride, Susan Schwarz 
'02 and Karen Austrian '02. 
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Sunday, June 7. Some of our 

classmates in NYC recently cel¬ 

ebrated a kickoff party called "99 

Days to Reunion" at Pazza Notte. 

Attendees included Adrienne 

Carter, Dominique Sasson, Scott 

Napolitano, Jeff Serevezza, Jodi 

Materna, Charles Leykum, Greg 

Hansbury, Stacy Rotner, Andy 

Park, Kristen McFadden and 

Mercedes Vargas (among others 

I may have missed). Everyone 

enjoyed getting reacquainted. 

Our reunion committee has 

been working diligently to plan 

the event. So far, the schedule 

includes a welcome reception on 

Thursday night at Ava Lounge 

and a pre-party at The Smith, fol¬ 

lowed by the Young Alumni Rock 

'n' Roll Casino at The Fillmore 

New York at Irving Plaza on 

Friday. Saturday's events include 

lectures and tours of campus 

capped off with the class dinner 

and all-class Starlight Reception. 

In addition to reconnecting with 

classmates and long-lost friends, 

the reunion committee has set 

ambitious goals for CC '99 partici¬ 

pation in the Annual Fund. The 

goals include $60,000 to the Annual 

Fund and 220 donors (20 percent 

participation). As of February, our 

class had achieved $17,176 in dona¬ 

tions from 67 donors. If you are 

interested in making a gift, please 

visit http:/ /giving.columbia.edu/ 

giveonline. 

On a personal note, I am thrilled 

to announce the birth of Alexander 

Robert Gershell, bom January 30 to 

proud parents Lauren (Rosenberg) 

and Leland Gershell. Alexander 

joins sister Caroline (3). Caroline 

and Alexander are my adoptive 

niece and nephew (and future 

Columbians, if I have any say in 

the matter!) Congratulations! 

Prisca Bae 

334 W. 17th St., Apt. 3B 

New York, NY 10011 

pbl34@columbia.edu 

Chip Moore and Gretchen Slonina 

were married in an Oceanside 

ceremony at White Cliffs Country 

Club in Plymouth, Mass., on Au¬ 

gust 29. [See photo.] Chip writes, 

"It was one of those rare moments 

in life where everything just went 

right... perfect is not too strong 

a word for our wedding day — 

completely problem-free. After the 

wedding, we headed to Maui for a 

wonderful honeymoon. The more 

it snows here in Massachusetts, the 

more I want to head back there. We 

live in Abington, Mass., with our 

dogs. Cadence and Louie. 

"I am still a police officer, but I 

transferred to a new department. I 

serve with the Concord (Mass.) Po¬ 

lice Department. I teach defensive 

tactics and am my department's fit¬ 

ness consultant. My wife also is in 

law enforcement. After graduating 

from college with a criminal justice 

degree, she took a job as a correc¬ 

tions officer with the Plymouth 

County Sheriff's Department. 

"Fitness is a huge part of my 

life these days. About four years 

ago, I discovered a strength and 

conditioning program called 

CrossFit (www.crossfit.com). To 

put it simply, it is a highly intense 

fitness program with fundamentals 
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in weightlifting, gymnastics and 

cardio such as sprinting and row¬ 

ing, and it has pretty much made a 

sport out of simply being really fit. 

I fell in love with it instantly and 

got serious about it very quickly. 

It's crazy to say that at (almost) 

31, I'm without a doubt in the best 

shape of my life, and that includes 

my Columbia track and field days 

(sorry, coach Wood). 

"I teach classes at a local Cross- 

Fit gym and travel around compet¬ 

ing in fitness competitions in the 

region. My next big competition 

is in Albany, N.Y. on May 23-24. If 

anyone happens to be in the area 

that weekend, I would love it if 

they came by and said hi!" 

Jonathan Gordin 

3030 N. Beachwood Dr. 

Los Angeles, CA 90068 

jrg53@columbia.edu 

Michelle Braun Nayfack and 

her husband, Aaron Nayfack, 

welcomed their son, Isaac Scott, 

into the world on January 23. I'm 

fortunate enough to have met 

Isaac, as Michelle and Aaron live 

close by — he is very sweet. 

Christine Miola (Sister Maria 

del Fiat) wrote in with monumen¬ 

tal news: "Though I have been 

living outside of Rome teaching 

Latin for six years as a religious 

sister of the Religious Family of 

the Incarnate Word, I came back 

stateside recently for the joyous 

occasion of my perpetual vows of 

poverty, chastity and obedience. 

This solemn ceremony, as impor¬ 

tant and binding as a marriage, 

took place in the Basilica of the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception in Washington, D.C., 

on October 11.1 professed my 

vows along with five other young 

women, including friend Elinor 

Adams (religious name: Sister 

Maria Theotokos). Among the 800 

people in attendance, there were 

several Columbia grads, including 

Marlene Herrera Brown '99, Father 

Vincent Rigdon '71, John Keck '96 

GSAS, '01 GSAS and Diana Torba 

Wmdley '01 Barnard." 

Joyce Chou celebrated her 30th 

birthday in style at a weekend- 

long house party in Laguna Beach, 

Calif., hosted by Susan Pereira 

Wilsey. I was fortunate to attend 

this mini-Columbia reunion — 

attendees included John Balzano, 

Tom Hughes, Dina Epstein, 

Nancy Perla, Annie Lainer, An¬ 

thony Porto '97 and Jamie Rubin 

'01 Barnard. It was so great to see 

everyone and catch up. 

Trivest Partners announced that 

Jorge Gross Jr. has been promoted 

to principal, effective January 1. 

Jorge joined Trivest as a v.p. in 2006 

after receiving his M.B.A. from 

the Wharton School at Penn. He 

worked at Credit Suisse before at¬ 

tending graduate school. Jorge also 

completed a summer internship 

with Trivest while attending Whar¬ 

ton. Since joining Trivest, Jorge has 

been actively involved in the acqui¬ 

sition and monitoring of the firm's 

portfolio of investments, particu¬ 

larly in the niche manufacturing 

and business services sectors. He is 

a director of ATX Networks. 

I was delighted to reconnect 

with Liz Salamy '02 via Facebook 

— in the time since we had last 

spoken, she got married and had a 

girl (bom last summer), Leila. Liz 

lives in Ohio. 

I hope everyone is doing well, 

and encourage you all to write in 

with updates. 

Sonia Dandona 

Hirdaramani 

2 Rolling Dr. 

Old Westbury, NY 11568 

soniah57@gmail.com 

Hope the year is moving along 

well for all of you. I have spent 

the first six months of married life 

traveling back to the States a few 

times and around my new "home 

continent" (Asia) in India, Hong 

Kong, Philippines, Bangkok and 

the Maldives. It's always nice to 

reconnect with Columbia class¬ 

mates when in different states and 

countries, so please send updates 

and let us know where you are in 

the world! 

Sheethal Nagamma Rao and 

Olatokumbo Ezra Obafemi Shobow- 

ale were married on May 24 at The 

Times Center in Manhattan. Sheetal 

works in Manhattan as insights 

manager in charge of a data and 

analytics group at Media Contacts, 

an agency for online media planning 

and buying that is part of Havas, the 

French advertising company. 

Ed Lin is a first-year M.B.A. 

candidate at the Kellogg School 

of Management at Northwestern, 

Jessica Slutsky '03 and Ariel Macari were married in July at The Light¬ 
house at Chelsea Piers in New York City. Celebrating with them were 
(back row, left to right) Lisa Zebrowski '01, Aileen McGrath '03, Karen 
Sagall '03E, Vincent Schoefer '03E, Eleanor L. Coufos '03, Kelli Schoefer, 
Kimberly Grant '03 and Matthew Grieco; and (front row, left to right) 
Jason Gillenwater, the groom, the bride and Dereck Chiu '03. 
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has been co-chairing the United 

Nations Association of New York's 

Economic Development Commit¬ 

tee for the past two years while 

also serving on the executive board 

of UNA's Young Professionals for 

International Cooperation. After 

school, Franklin will do propri¬ 

etary trading in distressed debt at 

a European investment bank and 

manage entrepreneurial ventures 

in his family's native Nigeria. He is 

working with two partners (one of 

whom is Jeffrey Henretig '04) on a 

fashion Web site concept that they 

hope to launch in the near future. 

Sarah Weintraub, Judy Sher 

and Aryea Aranoff also are at 

Wharton, graduating in May. 

Sarah, along with Katherine Foo 

Emily Broad '03 graduated from Harvard Law School 

in June 2008 and accepted a two-year fellowship in 

the Mississippi Delta region. 

where he majors in real estate, 

marketing and strategy. He will 

complete a brand management in¬ 

ternship this summer with Johnson 

& Johnson's consumer health care 

companies in New Jersey. 

Franklin A. Amoo is graduating 

from Wharton in May. Franklin 

is a Howard E. Mitchell fellow 

and traveled through 11 countries 

in South East Asia and South 

America during the past year. He 

'97, is co-head of the Media and 

Entertainment Club and did a 

spectacular job as a writer and di¬ 

rector of the Wharton Follies, a huge 

variety production here at school 

reminiscent of the old Varsity Show 
from our CU days. Jessica Tait 

also will graduate from Wharton 

in May and was also a producer of 

the follies show. 

Tze Chun is now a Brooklyn, 

N.Y.-based painter and filmmaker 

whose film. Children of Invention, 
was well-received at tire Sundance 

Film Festival. Filmmaker Magazine 
has named Tze one of "25 Young 

Filmmakers to Watch." ] 

Michael Novielli 

205 W. 103rd St., Apt. 4B 

New York, NY 10025 

mjn29@columbia.edu 

While the end of every academic 

year brings with it a sense of sad¬ 

ness about those who are leaving 

the campus community mixed 

with excitement about those 

who will soon join us, this is a 

particularly significant summer 

for the College as it embarks on 

its most significant transition in 

more than a decade. After 14 years 

as Dean of the College, Austin E. 

Quigley will return to the faculty. 

For those who had the pleasure 

of getting to know Quigley, his 

charisma, energy, wit and strong 

advocacy on behalf of the College 

to the University administra¬ 

tion will certainly be missed. In 

exciting news, though, Michele M. 

Moody-Adams will begin as dean 

on July 1. Moody-Adams comes 

to Columbia from Cornell, where 

she is the Hutchinson Professor 

and Director of the Program on 

Ethics and Public Life and Vice 

Provost for Undergraduate Educa¬ 

tion. Welcome to Columbia, Dean 

Moody-Adams! 

Now, on to the updates: 
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Caroline Vu '05 and Douglas Ackerman-Kravitz '05, who met in the 
residence hall during their first year, were married in Manhattan on 
December 21. Attending were (front row, left to right) Anthe vorkas 
'06 Barnard, Suma Tumuluri '05E, Yan Ho '05E, the bride, the groom, 
Christina Wang '06 Barnard, Catherine Yee '04 and Jennifer Ma '04; and 
(back row, left to right) Peter Wei '05, Kelvin Jiang '07E, Brad Miller '02, 
Norman Porras '05, Lauren Gerber '05 and William Lee '04. 
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Several of our classmates have 

been prolific writers. Jonah Lehrer 

recently published How We Decide. 
In describing the book. Publishers 
Weekly writes, "As Lehrer describes 

in fluid prose, the brain's reasoning 

centers are easily fooled, often 

making judgments based on non- 

rational factors like presentation (a 

sales pitch or packaging)... Lehrer 

is a delight to read, and this is a 

fascinating book (some of which 

appeared recently, in a slightly dif¬ 

ferent form, in The New Yorker) that 

will help everyone better under¬ 

stand themselves and their deci¬ 

sion making." Jonah recently spoke 

about the book on campus at the 

invitation of the Columbia Alumni 

Association. Adam Waytz recently 

co-authored an illustrated almanac 

on NBA basketball called Freedarko 
Presents the Macrophenomenal Pro 
Basketball Almanac that has received 

press from The New York Times and 

Sports Illustrated (www.freedarko- 

book.com). Amy Phillips has been 

the news editor at the music Web 

site Pitchfork Media (http: / /pitch- 

fork.com) since August 2005. She 

adds, "This fall, Simon & Schuster 

imprint Fireside Books printed The 

Pitchfork 500: Our Guide to the 

Greatest Songs from Punk to the 

Present (http: / / thepitchfork500. 

com), which features a good 

amount of contributions from me. 

ILs our first major book, and we're 

really proud of it." 

Russell Sticklor is a reporter at 

the National Public Radio affiliate 

in Atlanta. He also produces shows 

for the city's Voice of the Arts radio 

station. John Collins lives in the 

East Village and is communica¬ 

tions director for Rep. Anthony 

Weiner (D), Brooklyn and Queens). 

Steven Chao is finishing his first 

year of general surgery residency 

at Brown. He also recently got 

engaged to his girlfriend of more 

than five years, Stephanie Chow; 

they are planning to get married 

in New York City later this year. In 

other wedding news. Chin Cheng 

is planning to marry Grace Ham in 

August. 

Emily Broad graduated from 

Harvard Law School in June 2008 

and accepted a two-year fellowship 

in the Mississippi Delta region, 

which began in September. The 

fellowship is jointly funded by 

Mississippi State University and 

Harvard Law School (through a 

grant from the Winokur Family 

Foundation), and the goal of the fel¬ 

lowship is to help translate research 

into programming and policy to im¬ 

prove public health and economic 

well-being in the Delta region. 

Carter Reum's company, VeeV 

Spirits, which offers the world's first 

Agaf spirit, continues its roll-out in 

Las Vegas and Phoenix and recently 

pushed into Dallas. 

Alexander J. LaRosa joined 

White and Williams as an associate 

in the commercial litigation depart¬ 

ment. He is a member of the Insur¬ 

ance Coverage Practice Group, and 

his practice focuses on complex 

long-tail coverage disputes arising 

from litigation involving environ¬ 

mental pollution, asbestos and 

long-term exposure to other haz¬ 

ardous substances. Colleen Cusick 

writes, "I married Dan Endick in 

July 2007. Last summer we moved 

from Manhattan to Park Slope. We 

love Brooklyn and wish we'd come 

here sooner. I also finished an M.A. 

in English lit at Fordham in August 

and immediately started work on 

a Ph.D. at CUNY Graduate Center. 

I'm focusing in 19th-century British 

lit. Next fall I'll start teaching fresh¬ 

man comp, at Queens College, 

reliving our L&R days, which is 

both terrifying and exciting." 
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It is with a heavy heart that I 

inform you of the passing of Kirk 

Mullings in early March. Aside 

from his family, Kirk's loves were 

his friends, Columbia and foot¬ 

ball. At Columbia, Kirk was an 

institution, an integral part of so 

many students' Columbia experi¬ 

ences. Kirk was a member of the 

football team and Pi Kappa Alpha 

fraternity, and a constant presence 

on campus, knowing everyone's 

name and greeting each with a 

smile. Please reach out to me if 

you would like the information 

to send your condolences to the 

Mullings family. 

Kirk, you will be deeply missed. 

On a more upbeat note, the 

reunion countdown continues. I 

hope everyone has by now signed 

up for every event at our five-year 

reunion. Alumni Reunion Week¬ 

end will be held Thursday, June 

4-Sunday, June 7, and will include 

class dinners, a Chelsea art gallery 

"crawl" and — on campus — mini- 

Core courses on Saturday and an 

evening Starlight Reception on 

Low Plaza. And of course, seeing 

old classmates should be fun. 

Congratulations to James 

Lee '04E and Susie Kim, who 

recently were engaged. James and 

Susie hosted a small engagement 

celebration that was attended by a 

large number of alums including 

Brian Ballan '04E, Shirley Cho '04E, 

Ben Farber, Angela Georgo- 

poulos, Megan McCarthy, Chris 

Mellia, Eric Rhee '04E, Andrew 

Sohn, Sogol Somekh and Mik 

Vasarhelyi. 

Sue Altman '05 took a well- 

deserved break from teaching at 

the Peddie School in New Jersey 

and traveled to Israel for a brief 

vacation. Katrina Rouse gradu¬ 

ated from Stanford Law School in 

May, and is moving to Washing¬ 

ton, D.C., to clerk for a judge. 

Prior to graduating and after a 

brief stop in South Africa, Katrina 

spent seven weeks in Namibia 

working at a law clinic. 

I'm always looking for more 

submissions, so please don't be 

shy e-mailing me your updates. I 

look forward to seeing you all at 

reunion. 

Peter Kang 

20515th St., Apt. 5 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

peter.kang@gmail.com 

Hope you've been having a good 

2009. Here are some updates from 

our classmates: 

Dan Binder writes, "I'm 

comfortably ensconced in the 

relatively secure world of private 

education at Episcopal H.S. in 

Bellaire, Texas, teaching in the re¬ 

ligion department. My senior eth¬ 

ics course is giving me a chance 

to dust off all my old Contempo¬ 

rary Civ books. I'm too busy as a 

first-year teacher to travel now, 

but you'd better believe I'll be 

making the most of my summer 

vacation. I'm convinced that sum¬ 

mer break is more for the teachers 

than students." 

David Bizgia recently was 

eliminated on only the fourth 

episode of a Chinese reality show 

competition. It was his teammate's 

fault. 

Anil Kumar left New York last 

summer and moved to Boston, 

where he is an associate at Thomas 

H. Lee Partners, a private equity 

firm. 

Raisa Belyavina is on a 

Fulbright Fellowship in South 

Korea and plans to come back to 

New York this summer to start a 

master's program in international 

education at Teachers College. 

Michael Levinson writes, "The 

economy has certainly affected 

me. I got to thinking drat as long 

as my investment banking job 

in London was going to be so 

unstable, I might as well enjoy 

what I'm doing. So, last year, I left 

my job and returned to my native 

NYC to become an actor. I started 

training in October, and after only 

a few months, I have been cast as 

the lead role in an Off-Broadway 

show." Michael's debut — under 

the stage name Michael L. Harris 

— was March 15. He starred in The 
Pushcart Peddlers by Murray Schis- 

gal at the National Yiddish Theater 

(Folksbiene). 

Nicole Bryant writes: "I com¬ 

pleted my graduate studies last 

June, finishing a three-year fellow¬ 

ship at the ficole Normale Superi- 

eure de Paris, where I majored in 

economics and political science, 

and also received my master's 

cum laude in marketing from 

Sciences Po, also in Paris. I have 

been working since September 

as a management consultant in 

strategy and marketing with the 
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been exploring India and took some time in March to get down in front 
of the Taj Mahal. 

financial services group Capgemi- 

ni Consulting based in Paris." 

We have happy weddings to 

report: 

Jennifer Loucks and Iman 

Singh Bhullar '05 GS were married 

in Chandigarh, India, in January. 

Meghan Jewitt '06E and Sachin 

Shah '06E were among the guests. 

Jennifer and Iman reside in New 

York, where Jennifer will attend 

SIPA in the fall and Iman is pursu¬ 

ing a Ph.D. in philosophy at GSAS. 

Caroline Vu and Douglas 

Ackerman-Kravitz were married 

December 21 in Manhattan. [See 

photo.] They had been dating since 

freshman year, when they met on 

John Jay 5. Caroline is finishing 

law school at Duke this year, and 

Doug works at JPMorgan Chase in 

Manhattan. 

Jennie (Cho) Magiera writes, "I 

married Jim Magiera on December 

27 in Orlando, Fla. We had a ton of 

College and SEAS alumni there!" 

Congrats to all of our newly¬ 

weds! 

Michelle Oh 

11 Heaton Ct. 

Closter, NJ 07624 

mo2057@columbia.edu 

Jeremy Kotin continues his col¬ 

laboration with recording artist 

Jason Antone, having directed and 

edited an electronic press kit for his 

June album release as well as con¬ 

ceiving and filming the first music 

video for the album, to be broad¬ 

cast on LOGO this spring. Check 

out Jeremy's new weekly column 

for popten.net, raving about and 

criticizing the cultural happenings 

of New York City, from movies and 

theater to music and food. 

Massimo Cordelia is living and 

employed in London after having 

completed a master's at the Lon¬ 

don School of Economics in 2007. 

He hopes to travel around Europe 

as much as possible in the coming 

months. 

On April 1, Emily Tang started 

a new job with Pace Global, an 

energy consulting company in the 

Washington, D.C., area. 

Chloe Good continues her travels 

around the world and most recently 

sent greetings from Morocco. 

Laura Goode's Artsfirst novel. 

Sister Mischief, recently was ac¬ 

cepted for publication at Candle- 

wick Press and is forthcoming in 

August 2010. Pitched successfully 

by her agent, Ted Malawer, as The 
L Word meets Saved! meets 8 Mile, 
the young adult novel follows 

four teenage girls in suburban 

Minneapolis as they start a hip-hop 

group and two of them fall in love. 

In other words, it's a gay hip-hop 

love story for teens. Laura lives 

and writes in San Francisco. 

Montse Ferrer is graduating 

from Cornell Law School this 

spring and will clerk for Judge 

Vanessa Ruiz in the D.C. Court of 

Appeals starting in the fall. Montse 

spent this past year in South Africa 

and Rwanda working in a South 

African prison and for the Rwan¬ 

dan prosecutor general. She hopes 

to be involved in alumni events 

when she moves to D.C. 

Justin Ifill is dying to be a true 

"recessionista" with Ifill Events by 

keeping the party going during 

these difficult times. Recently he 

threw a huge birthday party for 

the famous Armond Adams and 

Marques Torbert aka Q&A. Gather¬ 

ing at Hoe in NYC, the boys truly 

outdid themselves. Gathering about 

100 people, including Charley 

Poole, Matt Carpenter-Dennis, 

Lauren Baranco, Paul-Michel F. 

Dossous, Sy Cabria, Seth Zucker- 

man and other CC '06ers, the tradi¬ 

tion known as Q&A was a success. 

Justin also is v.p. of Columbia Col¬ 

lege Young Alumni, so if you have 

any ideas for young alumni events 

(or for parties in general), please do 

not hesitate to contact him (justin@ 

ifillevents.com). 

Emily Lo is in a first-year in the 

master of architecture program at 

MIT, where Charles Curran and 

Marissa Grace Desmond '05 are 

third-year students. 

Jon McLaughlin left the wild 

world of oil derivatives for the 

equity derivatives space. 

David D. Chait 

11/1 41 W. 24th St., Apt. 3R 

mmM New York, NY 10010 

ddc2106@columbia.edu 

I hope that everyone is having a 

great spring! Here are some amaz¬ 

ing updates on our classmates, as 

well this month's special "exotic 

vacation" section ... 

Kent Collins writes, "Alan 

Weeth and I have been chilling out 

in Columbus, Ohio, since gradu¬ 

ation and working in corporate 

merchandising at Abercrombie & 

Fitch's corporate headquarters. 

It's been a pretty cool gig so far. 

The company has a ton of young 

people and gives you a lot of re¬ 

sponsibility as soon as you arrive, 

so it's challenging and rewarding 

all at the same time." 

Philippa Ainsley has been work¬ 

ing at a talent agency and shares 

the tough decisions of grownup 

life. She says, "I am considering 

replacing the cookware I bought at 

the bookstore six years ago. Maybe 

with something covered in Teflon? 

These are the kinds of grownup de¬ 

cisions I make in this, my grownup 

life." 

David Greenhouse shares some 

exciting news. "My girlfriend, 

Emily Jordan '09, was awarded 

a Gates Cambridge Scholarship 

[Editor's note: See March/April 

"Around the Quads."], so we will 

be moving to Cambridge, England, 

for three years while she gets her 

Ph.D. in experimental psychology. 

Hoping to connect with old friends 

who may have ended up there — 

who knows." 

Elizabeth Ferguson is involved 

with Make Music New York, a live, 

free musical celebration that takes 

place June 21 throughout the city. 

Elizabeth writes, "Last year, we had 

875 free outdoor performances. If 

anyone wants to get involved, they 

can get in touch with me." 

Laura Taranto recently was in 

the Miss Italia New York Pageant 

and came in second place. She won 

a free cruise around the Caribbean 

and will be competing in nationals. 

Congratulations, Laura! 

Anthony Marquez was married 

last July and that October became 

father to a daughter. Congratula¬ 

tions, Anthony! 

This month, the CC '07 Class 

Notes section has a theme — exotic 

vacations. Here are some exciting 

places members of our class have 

traveled in the past year: 

Jami Jackson was on vacation in 

Negril, Jamaica, last summer for a 

friend's wedding at the exclusive 

resort ClubRio Hotel. Jami says, 

"It was great!" In April 2008, 

Elizabeth Ferguson traveled with 

Akhila Vasthare to Bangalore, 

Jaipur, New Delhi and Munnar. 

Kent Collins and Alan Weeth 

made it to the U.S.A./Mexico 

World Cup qualifying game in Co¬ 

lumbus, Ohio. Kent writes, "It was 

an awesome game to attend." 

Edward Fox and Isaac Ericson 

'10 visited George Olive '08 at 

Oxford in January before they all 

traveled to Belfast and Dublin. 

Philippa Ainsley shares, "On the 

travel front, it's very useful dating 

someone foreign. I've been to Gote- 

borg, Sweden; Berlin, Germany; 

and the Abacos in the Bahamas 

in the last 1% years, all to visit my 

boyfriend's family." 

Molly Rae Thorkelson went 

on a New Year's trip to northern 

Sweden to visit her twin sister, Cait 

Thorkelson. The trip included a 

visit to Lulea, Sweden, then up 

to the Arctic Circle, where "we 

experienced two days without 

any sunrise, skies dark at midday, 

visited a Sami village and toured 

an ice hotel (a surprisingly stinky 

experience)." Molly also says, 

"[Soon] I am moving to Chile, and 

I plan to get as close to Antarctica 

as possible." 

Daniel Simhaee writes, "I 

went to India with Rahul Jain 

'08 and Thommen Ollapally '08 

during this past winter holiday 

season. We started in Bangalore, 

where we stayed at Thommen's 

home. We spent the days eating 

masala dosas, trying lots of 

sweets (especially gulab jamun) 

and avoiding the cows on the 

road. Rahul and I then went up 

Justin Ifill '06 is trying to be a true "recessionista" 

with Ifill Events by keeping the party going during 

these difficult times. 
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to Mumbai, where we met Calvin 

Sun '08 and stayed near Avanti 

Maluste '08. There, Rahul tried 

convincing the local authorities 

that I was a Parsi so we could en¬ 

ter the 'Towers of Silence' (where 

Parsis leave dead bodies for natu¬ 

ral decomposition). Fortunately, 

Rahul was not successful. 

"While in Mumbai, we also 

visited the Taj and Oberoi Hotels, 

which were undergoing repair 

from recent terrorist attacks. 

Lastly, Rahul, Calvin and I went 

up to Delhi, where we stayed near 

Rahul's family. There, we signed 

up for a day trip to Agra, but the 

tour bus never picked us up! De¬ 

terred, but not defeated, we hired 

a private driver to take us to Agra. 

Overall, it was a trip of a lifetime!" 

This past holiday season, Caitlin 

Shure braved foreign territories 

when she took a brief trip to what 

natives call "Brooklyn." Shure 

spring that we really are no longer 

in college? Read below to learn 

what our classmates have made of 

their first year after Columbia. 

Kieron Cindric has been tra¬ 

versing the country, singing and 

dancing, in a four-month-long 

0anuary-May) national tour of 

the musical comedy Bye Bye Bird¬ 
ie, in which he plays the nerdy 

teen Harvey Johnson. As most of 

the theaters provide the cast with 

dinner before the show, "I have 

been (dessert-)eating my way 

across the country, through, for 

example, mud pie in Mississippi, 

king cake in Louisiana and peach 

cobbler in Georgia. Mmmm! 

Thank goodness I dance in the 

show!" Kieron has performed in 

the production in 32 states and 

three Canadian provinces. 

Ben Teitelbaum and Jon Fain- 

berg live in Barcelona and teach 

English. "It's awesome! We are 

Elizabeth Ferguson '07 is involved with Make Music 

New York, a live, free musical celebration that takes 

place June 21 throughout the city. 

remembers, "For a while, I thought 

that Brooklyn was a mystical place, 

a sort of Brigadoon that only NYU 

students knew about." She rated the 

area as "eh, ok." Thank you, Caitlin. 

Samantha Feingold, Rick 

Calmon '06E, Dave Whittemore 

'06 and Dorian Mergler spent New 

Year's in Amsterdam. Samantha 

shares, "It was such an incredible 

experience celebrating the new 

year abroad and watching a great 

fireworks show. We found that the 

true charm of Amsterdam emerged 

from enjoying those quintessential 

European moments — strolling 

the city and losing yourself in the 

most beautiful collections of art 

and history. Fantastic times with 

even better memories to keep, 

and a longing to one day return to 

sample one of Europe's best. We 

had the best time together!" 

Thank you again to everyone 

who contributes to Class Notes! 

Neda Navab 

53 Saratoga Dr. 

Jericho, NY 11753 

nn2126@columbia.edu 

As we look up for a moment from 

our books, computers and cubicles, 

it turns out that an entire year has 

passed since Commencement. 

Congratulations for surviving the 

first year, which comprised new 

experiences ... a honeymoon period 

after graduation? A mid-year crisis 

upon realizing we do not have 

winter break? The acceptance this 

constantly exploring the city, meet¬ 

ing all sorts of interesting people 

and generally having a ridiculous 

time," they say. 

Elizabeth Grefrath is a project 

coordinator for the Columbia 

University Oral History Research 

Office. She is managing the Rule 

of Law Oral History Project, which 

focuses on the death penalty and 

the status of post-9-11 civil rights. 

She also works part-time in devel¬ 

opment at The Public Theater and 

is a coordinator for the Network 

for Peace through Dialogue confer¬ 

ence "Dialogue In/ As Action." 

Despite living in Brooklyn, Liz is a 

regular haunt at all of the Morning- 

side hotspots and wishes to inform 

the class that Tomo, Caffe Swish 

and Empanada Joe's have closed. 

[Editor's note: Caffe Swish has re¬ 

opened as Vine — Japanese only.] 

Calvin Sun is in India traveling 

with Rahul Jain and Dan Simhaee 

'07 and meeting up with Isaac Sil¬ 

verman '09 and Avanti Maluste '08. 

[See photo.] He will visit Mumbai, 

New Dehli, Agra, Goa, Kerala, 

Chennai and Cochin. Calvin also 

is interviewing up to 10 Columbia 

candidates for the College in the 

Mumbai area. 

Carmen Jo (CJ) Ponce has almost 

two semesters of law school under 

her belt at Duke. She will be return¬ 

ing to Omaha, Neb., this summer 

to be an associate at Fraser Stryker. 

The best part of summer, how¬ 

ever, will be when she "attends 

the month-long Summer Institute 

Program (through Duke) studying 

human rights and international law 

in Geneva!" 

C. Lauren Arnold still is in the 

Peace Corps in Cambodia. She has 

started a girls' soccer team at her 

school. "It7s the only one in my 

province — we're going to nation¬ 

als!" she says. 

After returning from a couple of 

months in the Nigeria Millennium 

Villages Project, Anubha Agarwal 

headed to the Uganda MVP for 

four months as of April. This was 

after a quick run to India and then 

Thailand to visit Emily Setton and 

Geoff Aung. "Oh, right, and then 

medical school consumes the rest 

of my life beginning in August," 

she says. 

Alidad Damooei 

c/o CCT 
Columbia Alumni Center 

622 W. 113th St., MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 

damooei@gmail.com 

Senior year is full of memories: 

Class Day, Commencement, senior 

nights at Havana Central, pranks 

on underclassmen and the last lazy 

April days spent on the steps. But 

while we will cherish the past, the 

Class of 2009 is ready (at least we 

hope) for the real world. Members 

of our class are pursuing all sorts 

of experiences next year. Some are 

continuing their education while 

others are going straight to the 

private sector or giving back to the 

community at nonprofits. 

After spending the last couple of 

years in various finance internships, 

I will return to California to work 

on a start-up economic research and 

consulting venture. I am hoping 

to develop some entrepreneurial 

experience before graduate school 

to complement my time in larger 

corporate environments. As a na¬ 

tive Angelino unprepared for cold 

weather, I am also looking forward 

to a much-needed respite from East 

Coast winters. 

I'm not the only one headed 

to the private sector. Although 

the economy is hurting, some 

members of the class have been 

fortunate enough to secure jobs 

for next year. Matt Heiman will 

be staying in New York City after 

graduation to work at J.P. Mor¬ 

gan's sales and trading program, 

where he will be with the equity 

finance trading group. Jonathan 

August will be pursuing a unique 

opportunity this summer in Lon¬ 

don at Wasserman Media Group 

in its European athletic marketing 

division. A big sports fan who can 

always be relied on to give you 

the score from last night's game, 

Jon will work with soccer agents 

to secure endorsement deals. He 

hopes to eventually attend law 

school, where he will concentrate 

in contract law so that he can 

become a sports agent (maybe 

we have our own Ari Gold of the 

sports industry in our class?). 

Other members of our class 

will be trying to give back to the 

community next year. Twenty-six 

students from Columbia will be 

joining Teach for America, working 

to bridge the educational gap in 

our nation's low-income communi¬ 

ties. Two of these aspiring teachers 

are Mallory Carr and Jennifer 

Choi. Mallory will teach high 

school special education student in 

South Central Los Angeles, while 

Jennifer will teach elementary 

school students in New York City. 

Some members of our class are 

planning to go straight to graduate 

school. Maria Abascal will be 

attending Princeton next year to 

pursue a Ph.D. in sociology. She 

plans to focus on immigration 

issues. She is excited to work with 

the program's amazing faculty and 

is looking forward to a fulfilling ca¬ 

reer in academia upon graduation. 

Phillip Mitchell, a former member 

of the Columbia football team, will 

head south to Atlanta, where he 

will attend Emory's medical school 

to focus on surgery. Phil hopes, 

however, to have time to visit New 

York City whenever possible to at¬ 

tend Columbia football games. 

Please send me your updates. 

Q 

Letters 
(Continued from page 3) 

was specifically directed to the sail¬ 

ors and Marines of the Lincoln, who 

had indeed accomplished their mis¬ 

sion and were heading home after 

an especially long cruise. That being 

said, I don't understand why the 

President never made this point, or 

why he recently expressed regret for 

the banner. 

If there was anything to regret in 

the speech, it might have been his 

opening statements that major com¬ 

bat operations had ended in victory. 

While true at the time (the invasion 

was over and was successful), the 

scope and length of the insurgency 

was not anticipated. 

One more small point: President 

Bush did not "helicopter" to the Lin¬ 
coln. He flew in on an S-3B (small 

jet). 

Thank you for publishing an en¬ 

joyable and informative magazine. 

Keep up the good work. 

Ben Withers P'06 
Alexandria, Va. 

a 
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classic dixieland — For your dances, weddings, parties, picnics, and 

celebrations, handsome veterans of the Woody Allen band, Michael's Pub, 

the Cajun Restaurant, the New York scene, play music that keeps your feet 

tapping and your face smiling. The Wildcat Jazz Band, Dick Dreiwitz '58C, 

201-488-3482. _ 

Date Smart/Party Smart. Join the introduction network exclusively for 

graduates students and faculty of the ivies, MIT, Stanford and other great 

schools. The Right Stuff, www.rightstuffdating.com, 800-988-5288. 

Good Genes: An Institution of Higher Pairing: Columbia, NYU, Tufts, MIT, 

Wellesley, Brandeis, Harvard, Boston College, Clark (Worchester, MA), 

UC Berkeley, Wesleyan, Brown and Stanford, www.goodgenes.com, 

800-949-3075. 

Providing home-care for someone with Alzheimer's, Dementia, or 

similar illness means care-givers have to know when their charge needs 

attention. Wandering and falling pose significant risks. Monitoring/paging 

system makes home-care manageable. Go to www.Notifex.com for 

important information and help. 

Vintage Posters: NYC dealer offering quality selection of American/ 

European posters. Visit www.mjwfineposters.com. 

promote your book on tv-radio talkshows, print. Columbia alum offers 

free consultation. Frank Promotion, (914) 238-4604, frankpromo@aol.com. 

RENTALS 

Abaco, Bahamas, two bedroom condominium, tennis courts, pool, 

dballard@telus.net. 

Naples, Florida: Luxury condominium overlooking Gulf, two month 

minimum, 802-524-2108 James L. Levy CC '65, LAW '68. 

Mauna Lani, Hawaii, two bedroom condominium, with loft sleeps 4 adults, 2 

children, pool, fitness center, tennis, beach and golf, jay@suemorilaw.com. 77 CC. 

300' lakefront, new HOME, wood, stone, glass, 3 BR+large loft, 3% bath, 

private large open deck, patios, dock, beach, use of canoe, kayak. Northwest N.J. 

horse/dairy country, local golf, antiques, art, hiking trails, horseback riding. VA hour 

into Manhattan. Available July - August. Call 201-568-9537, F. Raimondo CC '51. 

Northeast Florida: Luxury Condominium. Beach, golf, tennis, much more. 

Details & photos: vrbo.com/205i 10. John Grundman '60C 212-769-4523. 

Englewood, FL: Brand New Luxury 2 BR/2 BA Waterfront Condo w/ pvt. 

boat slip. Walk to the Gulf, Pool, floor to ceiling glass, awesome water views, 

Lanai, elevator. Professionally decorated. Contact Evan Morgan, CC '85 at 

(330) 655-5766 for details. 

Martha's vineyard: Rent my Edgartown waterview timeshares. July 12 

thru July 19,2008. Contact Sid Kadish '63C at 617-969-7548 or kadishs@ 

ummhc.org for details. 

High Mountain Vermont Log Home: Unprecedented National Forest 

Serenity. www.TomPerera.com/home CC '60 GF '68 

Newport Onshore, Rl. Deluxe timeshare, 2BR, 2BTH. August 21-September 

11. $2,000 per week. Charles Young '50. (203) 245-2889 

SUMMER RENTAL —WASHINGTON, CONNECTICUT — WYSTERIA, PRIVACY. 

NEAR THE GREEN, IN THE LITCHFIELD HILLS. 212-866-3344 

Sagaponack rental. Converted potato barn, mature gardens (1.3 acres), 60ft 

Gunite pool/spa, 3BR, 2BTH, magical. Across from Sagpond Stable and Wofford 

Vineyard. Memorial-Labor Day or shorter periods. 310-913-0385 

Maine luxury lakefront town homes for sale on pristine Kezar Lake. 

www.kezarlakecondos.com or 713-988-2382. 

lovely 1-bedroom CO-OP apartment 552 Riverside Drive. Lovely 

view, new kitchen, hardwood floors. Beautifully maintained pre-war 

building. Columbia University neighborhood. Asking: $468,000. website: 

http://onebdrmforsale.weebly.com. Email: onebdrmforsale@gmail.com. 

Union Theological Seminary’s 

LANDMARK GUEST ROOMS 

3041 Broadway at 121st Street 

New York, NY 10027 

(212) 280-1313 

(212) 280-1488 fax 

www.uts.columbia.edu 

CLASSIFIED AD INFORMATION 
REGULAR CLASSIFIED RATES: $3 per word for one issue, 

discounts for six consecutive issues. Ten-word minimum. 
Phone (including area code) and PO boxes count as one word. 
Words divided by slashes, hyphens or plus signs are counted 
individually. E-mail and Web addresses are priced based on 

length. No charge for Columbia College class years or 
ampersands (&). We boldface the first four words at no charge. 

Additional boldface words are $1 per word. 
Display Classifieds are $100 per inch. 

PAYMENT: Prepayment required on all issues at time of order. 
Check, money order, MasterCard, VISA and 

Diners Club with MasterCard logo only. 
No refunds for canceled ads. 

10% discount for Columbia College alumni, faculty, 
staff, students and parents 

Mail, fax or e-mail orders to: 
Columbia College Today 

Columbia Alumni Center 
622 W. 113th St., MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 
Telephone: 212-851-7852 

Fax: 212-851-1950 
E-mail: cctadvertising@columbia.edu 

www.college.columbia.edu/ cct 

Deadline for September/October issue: 
Tuesday, July 30,2009 
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Alumni Corner 

Doctor Comes To Rescue, Finds Miracle 
By Dr. Raymond Basri '77 Thomas Jefferson once said, "I'm a great believer in luck, 

and I find the harder I work the more I have of it." 

I believe in luck and opportunity. I work at my of¬ 

fice most days practicing internal medicine and car¬ 

diology. Coincidence brought me into the fire service 

21 years ago. It stuck with me, and I with it. I work about 50 miles 

northwest of Manhattan in Orange County, N.Y. I am a deputy 

county fire coordinator and do medical exams for the FAA, so I 

spend a lot of time with firefighters and pilots. They have a lot in 

common. They are bright, well-trained and experienced in han¬ 

dling difficult situations, and spend endless hours going through 

simulations of near-death scenarios. Just my kind of people. 

On January 15,1 began my morning by running a couple of 

stress tests and then settled into the office seeing patients. That 

afternoon, I drove to Manhattan to pick up some medical equip¬ 

ment on the East Side. When 

I got back in my car, I turned 

on the radio and caught the 

first mention of a commercial 

airliner down in the Hudson 

River, just one-half mile away. 

I guess every firefighter 

would say, "Wow, I'm on it." 

I said words to that effect and 

called in to Orange County 

fire control. I turned on my red 

lights and drove west to the 

New York Water Ferry termi¬ 

nal at 38th Street. As I drove, 

I had thoughts of 9-11.1 won¬ 

dered what the rescue would 

entail. I considered possible 

injuries during landing such 

as blunt trauma, deceleration 

injuries, near drowning and 

hypothermia. The tempera¬ 

ture was in the 20s; the water 

temperature was 42 degrees. 

That would give those in the 

water only a few minutes to be pulled out. 

I parked at the West Side Highway and made my way past 

three security checkpoints into the terminal. When I got inside, I 

noticed it was quiet. No shouting, screaming or panic. 

I found the EMS lieutenant in charge and checked in, offering 

my help. He said all the passengers in the area had been triaged 

and tagged green with the exception of one with orthopedic inju¬ 

ries, tagged yellow. EMS transported this passenger within a few 

minutes. The thought started slowly that this was a miracle. Then 

I considered that there may be others still not on shore. I asked 

about that and was told it looked like everyone made it out OK. I 

had a major sigh of relief. 

I looked around the room and saw most of the passengers sit¬ 

ting quietly by themselves, some in their own clothes and some 

wrapped in sheets or blankets. Coffee was being distributed, and 

their hands were shaking. Most looked straight ahead, absorbed 

in thought. A few groups of two or three passengers spoke softly 

about the landing. One told me that touching down in the Hud¬ 

son was as gentle as any runway landing. I didn't see many cell 

phones in use. When I asked why, everyone said they already 

had made the important calls. 

Several head counts were done. There were many detectives, 

some FBI members and some emergency management staff in¬ 

terviewing passengers. The flight crew stood off to the side. They 

were smiling and confident. They said it was the only successful 

water landing of a commercial airliner, and they had done it. The 

captain, Chesley B. Sullenberger III, was standing furthest away 

from the passengers, quietly accepting congratulations. His uni¬ 

form was as impeccably pressed as if he was boarding his flight. 

He was soft spoken and gracious. 

Everyone had been in the 

water up to at least their shins. 

Some passengers were soaked 

and now wore only blankets. 

One young man was in his best 

suit, tie set just right. I went over 

and said to him that he looked 

like he was going to an inter¬ 

view. He laughed. His name is 

Richard Jamison, and he had 

finished his internship inter¬ 

view early so he could take an 

earlier flight home. We spoke 

for a while, and he seemed to 

relax. Would his life change af¬ 

ter this? He said he would let 

me know. 

While I was with the passen¬ 

ger, I heard, "Dr. Basri, is that 

you?" from behind me. I turned 

around, and it was Diane Hig¬ 

gins and her mother, Lucille 

Parker. I doubt any of us could 

believe a friend and patient 

could meet their doctor like this. Fortunately, they were safe and 

sound. Diane and her husband, John, live in Goshen, N.Y., as I do, 

and John is a former fire commissioner as well. None of us could 

get over the little hometown reunion. Diane was worried that her 

elderly mother may have been injured, so I gave her a thorough 

exam. Lucille was fine but a bit cold, so I got her shoes and socks off 

and wrapped her feet in a blanket. We will be telling this story at the 

firehouse for many years to come. We thought no one back home 

would believe the coincidence, so we took photos. Sometimes truth 

is stranger than fiction. Just good luck all the way around. 

Dr. Raymond Basri 'll is a volunteer firefighter in Orange County, 

N.Y. He has practiced medicine for 21 years and recently won the Laure¬ 

ate Award, the most prestigious award given to a New York physician 

by the American College of Physicians. 

Dr. Raymond Basri '77 with his patients and friends, Diane Higgins and 
Lucille Parker, shortly after the women were rescued from a commercial 
airliner that made an emergency landing in the Hudson River on January 15. 
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A COLLEGE RENEWED 
"Traditions don t exist by being repeated— 
they exist by being constantly renewed. ” 

—Austin E. Quigley, 7995' 

Dean of Columbia College, 1995-2009 

Please support our students and renew our traditions 
with your donation to the Columbia College Fund. 

® COLUMBIA COLLEGE FUND 

To make a gift, call 1-866-222-5866 or 
give online atwww.college.columbia.edu/alumni/giving/ 

S COLUMBIA 

H CAMPAIGN 

Every Gift Counts. 
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Cover Story 

Class Day and 
Commencement 2009 
In his last graduation ceremonies as Dean of the College, 

Austin Quigley joined keynote speaker Eric H. Holder Jr. 

’73, ’76L and President Lee C. Bollinger in sending the 

Class of 2009 on its way. 

By Ethan Rouen ’04J; photos by Eileen Barroso 

Features 

Alumni Reunion Weekend 2009 
Almost 2,000 alumni and guests descended upon the campus 

and New York City to mark their College reunions. 

By Ethan Rouen ’04J 

25 Years of Coeducation 
More than a quarter-century later, opening the College to women 

has proven to be a major step in the school's renaissance. 

By Shira Boss-Bicak ’93, ’97J, ’98 SIPA 

Lookback: The Miracle on 
Morningside 
The 1976 Lions baseball team went from worst to first, winning 

the Ivy baseball crown, in a miracle season. 

By Jonathan Tayler ’09 

Modern Friendships 
In this 1988 essay by Phillip Lopate ’64, the author writes of the 

myriad kinds of friendships in his life and the place each holds. 

Web Exclusives 

Eric H. Holder Jr. ’73? 

’76L’s Class Day speech 

Five more minutes with 

Xavier Sala-i-Martin 

Ari Gold ’92 Film Trailer 

The Core Blog 
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Columbia College 

Letters to the Editor 

Lions of the Diamond 

Joshua Robinson ’08’s excellent article on Fernando Perez ’04 (May/June) states that only three other former Lions 

(Lou Gehrig ’25, Gene Larkin ’84 and Frank Seminara ’89) played Major League Baseball. 

In September 1903,16-year-old Eddie Collins (Class of 1907) enrolled at Columbia. Collins starred at quarterback 

and became captain of the Lions’ baseball team. He was talented enough that, during the summer after his junior 

year of college, he played for the Philadelphia Athletics, using the name “Sullivan” in an attempt to maintain his 

college eligibility. Unfortunately, he was found out and ruled ineligible for further intercollegiate play. So during his 

senior year at Columbia, he coached the Lions in baseball before returning to the major leagues. 

Collins played 25 seasons for the Philadelphia Athletics and Chicago White Sox. His Hall of Fame credentials 

included 3,315 base hits and a .333 lifetime batting average. He also stole 744 bases, making him one of only five 

players in major league history with at least 3,000 hits and 500 stolen bases. 

Thomas Hauser ’67 

New York City 

Your May/June 2009 issue was great, as usual. One error: the article about Fernando Perez ’04 stated that only 

three Lions before him went to baseball’s major leagues (Seminara, Larkin, and Gehrig). There was a fourth, Eddie 

Collins of the Class of 1907. Eddie was the greatest second baseman of all time and the 11th man elected to the Hall of 

Fame, with hitting and base-stealing statistics that boggle the mind (.333 batting average and 744 stolen bases). In 

fact, the all-time greatest baseball team would have Lions on the right side of the infield — Gehrig and Collins. Roar, 

Lion, Roar. 

Mickey Greenblatt ’61, ’62E 

Potomac, Md. 

In an article about Fernando Perez ’04 of the Tampa Bay Rays (May/June), Joshua Robinson ’08 mentions that 

there were only three Lions who played major league baseball — Frank Seminara ’89, Gene Larkin ’84 and Lou 

Gehrig ’25, who left the College after two years. I was shocked that a fourth Lion, Eddie Collins (Class of 1907), was 

not mentioned. Collins was considered to be one of the finest professional second basemen of all time and is a 

member of the Baseball Hall of Fame (along with Gehrig). 

Collins was the only college graduate to play on the Black Sox scandal team; he was not involved in throwing the 



games and was not prosecuted. In Collins’ later years, he was a scout for the Boston Red Sox. He was the one who 

discovered the talents of a young Ted Williams and recommended him to the Red Sox organization. 

Dr. Murray Strober ’48 

Passaic, N. J. 

In his excellent article on Fernando Perez ’04 (May/June), Joshua Robinson ’08 erred when he wrote only three 

other former Lions had ever made the big show. There were at least two more. 

That George Smith (Class of 1915), “Columbia George,” is no longer remembered is not surprising. But he had more 

than a cup of coffee. During an eight-year stint in the National League (1916-23), Smith pitched for both the New 

York Giants and the Brooklyn Dodgers. 

That the first Lion elected to baseball’s Hall of Fame and one of the first six chosen (among the others were Babe 

Ruth and Ty Cobb) was forgotten is surprising. Eddie Collins (Class of 1907) could play. 

John McCormack ’39 

Dallas 

Editor's note: These are a sampling of the many letters and e-mails we received about the omission of Eddie Collins 

(Class of 1907) from the list of Lions who made it to the major leagues, although McCormack was the only one to 

note the omission of George Smith (Class of 1915), who indeed was nicknamed “Columbia George.” We thank you all 

for your careful reading and hope to do a better job of backstopping in the future. 

Perez Earns a Fan for Life 

I thought I would add a short story to your excellent profile of Tampa Bay Rays outfielder Fernando Perez ’04 

(May/June). 

In May 2008, while Fernando was playing for the AAA Durham Bulls, I took my then-7-year old son, Teddy, to see 

the team play a weekend series against the Atlanta Braves’ affiliate. Midway through the Saturday night game, 

Fernando made eye contact with Teddy who yelled “Roar, Lion, Roar.” A grin broke out across Fernando’s face, and 

after the game he spent 10-15 minutes talking with Teddy as if they were best friends. The following day, Fernando 

spent additional time with Teddy during batting practice — asking Teddy not just about baseball, but about what he 

was doing in school as well. Teddy then spent the whole summer following and emulating his new friend. 

When Fernando was called up to the Rays for the 2008 pennant race, Teddy 

and I went to see him play in Baltimore. Fernando recognized Teddy during 

pre-game drills, and he spent about five minutes with him — again asking 

about baseball and school, and encouraging Teddy to work hard at both. He 

spoke to Teddy with genuine interest and affection, and managed to live up to 

even Teddy’s high expectations for his new friend. 



Through his demeanor and undeniable baseball talent, Fernando earned a Fernando Perez ’04 was a member of the 

“fan for life” in my son, who now wears his Perez No. 38 jersey at least once a mmor-league Durham Bulls when he 
befriended 7-year-old Teddy Freeman. 

week, and calls out Fernando’s name as he rounds the bases in Little League. 

And in a time when professional athletes so often disappoint, Fernando earned my respect and gratitude for the 

kindness he showed toward a previously unknown 7-year-old fan. Fernando is a true son, and an excellent 

ambassador, of Columbia College. I am proud to call him one of our own. 

Alan Freeman ’93 

Potomac, Md. 
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www.college.columbia.edu/cct This issue of Columbia College Today is being published online, and 

online only. Do not look for it in your mailbox. If you want to read it 

on paper, whether at the beach, by the pool, in your den, during 

your next flight, on your favorite deck chair or while riding the train/bus 

/subway to work, you’ll have to print it out and take it with you. 

Why the change? It’s not exactly news that we are in the midst of a financial 

crisis. In June, the University’s Board of Trustees passed an operating budget 

for Fiscal Year ’10 that is essentially flat; in anticipation of this, the College 

asked all administrative units several months ago to save whatever money 

possible in FY’09 (just completed) and scale back budgets for FY’10. 

Publishing a magazine is a costly undertaking, and printing and postage represent a major portion of those costs. In 

order to permit the College to devote a greater share of its resources to its core mission, namely, academic affairs and 

student services, we decided to deliver this issue to you through cyberspace, and cyberspace only. This allows us to 

save a significant amount of money and still bring you all the news, features and departments you have come to 

expect from CCT. 

We will be back in print — as well as online — with the September/October 2009 issue, and each bimonthly issue 

thereafter. That said, given the uncertain pace of the economic recovery, we may choose to again publish next 

summer’s issue, which would be July/August 2010, online only; that remains to be seen. 

This is not a change that was done without careful consideration. Reading online is a different experience from 

reading a printed publication. The impact is just not the same. But times and conditions change, and the message, 

assuming it still can be delivered effectively, is more important than the medium. 

Whether in print or online, our message is the same. You will find all the features, departments and Class Notes in 

this online issue that you would have found had we published a print edition (note that Class Notes are password- 

protected as a privacy consideration). 

We always are interested in your feedback, but especially in this matter. How do you feel about online-only 

publication? Do you miss the print edition, or are you fine reading online? Many of you soon will receive a brief online 

survey asking these questions, and we urge you to respond. You also may contact us at cct@columbia.edu (please use 

the subject line “Online Issue”) or by writing to Online Issue, Columbia College Today, Columbia Alumni Center, 622 



W. 113th St., MC 4530, New York, NY 10025. Your responses will help inform our decision-making. 

AjUS-6—*- 
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Claude M. Steele Appointed Provost Stanford psychology professor Claude M. Steele has been appointed Columbia’s 21st provost, President Lee C. 

Bollinger announced on May 13 in an e-mail to the University community. Steele will succeed Alan Brinkley, 

who served as provost for more than five years and in 2008 announced his intention to return to teaching 

and research. Brinkley holds the Allan Nevins Professorship in History. 

Steele, who will take office on September 1, is the Lucie Stern Professor in the 

Social Sciences at Stanford, where he has taught since 1991 and was chair of 

the psychology department from 1997-2000. He also is the director of the 

Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences. Steele is widely 

recognized for his dedicated teaching; for his seminal scholarship, which has 

focused on questions of identity, group stereotypes and addictive behaviors; 

and for his service to the academic community and beyond. Steele earned a 

B.A. from Hiram and both an M.A. and Ph.D. from Ohio State. He has 

received honorary degrees from Chicago, Yale and Princeton. 

“Columbia has long had a unique place in higher education, and the 

University has built remarkable momentum in recent years,” said Steele. “As 

I considered the deepening excellence of its students, faculty and 

administrative leadership, this seemed like a wonderful opportunity to work with a new group of accomplished 

colleagues on the important missions of teaching, research, patient care and public service in an increasingly diverse 

and global society.” 

A leader in the field of social psychology, Steele holds memberships in the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 

the National Academy of Sciences, the American Philosophical Society and the National Academy of Education. He is 

the recipient of several fellowships and prizes, including the Senior Award for Distinguished Contributions to 

Psychology in the Public Interest and the Distinguished Scientific Contribution Award, both from the American 

Psychological Association. Steele has held professorships at the Universities of Michigan, Washington and Utah. 

“Claude is one of the leading scholars in our field whose transformational research has played a unique role in 

making social psychology relevant to public ideas about the impact of stereotypes on educational achievement,” said 

Geraldine Downey, vice provost for diversity initiatives and professor of psychology. “He is an inspiring scientist to 

his colleagues and a wonderful mentor to students. To put it simply, Claude Steele will be an awesome addition to our 

department, and to the Columbia community as a whole.” 

Claude M. Steele 
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Kofi Annan Joins First Group of Global Fellows Former United Nations Secretary-General and 2001 Nobel Peace Prize recipient Kofi Annan joined the 

Columbia community this spring as a member of the first group of Global Fellows, part of an initiative to 

bring distinguished leaders to campus to play significant roles in designing, shaping and implementing 

solutions to critical international problems. Fellows will serve as important resources for academic and professional 

programs across the University through public lectures; seminar meetings with faculty and students; mentoring 

SIPA students; and providing advice on research and teaching in their areas of knowledge and experience. 

In an e-mail to the University community on May 14, President Lee C. 

Bollinger noted, “Annan already has deep professional bonds with many of 

our faculty (notably Jeff Sachs, director of Columbia’s Earth Institute, and 

Michael Doyle of the School of International and Public Affairs) and has done 

many things with Columbia over the years. He will now forge more formal 

links with our schools, faculty and students.” 

The Global Fellows program, being launched by SIPA Dean John Coatsworth, 

will bring students together with global practitioners to share firsthand 

knowledge of experiences in the life of an international or public figure. The 

other Global Fellows in the program’s inaugural year will be Tung Chee Hwa, 

former and first chief executive of Hong Kong, and Alfred Gusenbauer, 

former chancellor of Austria. 

Annan will also participate in several other Columbia global initiatives, including the Committee on Global Thought, 

led by University Professor Joseph Stiglitz; the World Leaders Forum; the recently launched Global Centers; and the 

Earth Institute. 

Annan currently leads the Kofi Annan Foundation and is a chair of the board for the Alliance for a Green Revolution 

in Africa, among many other activities. 

Kofi Annan 

PHOTO:BRUCE GILBERT 



Columbia College 
TODAY ° 

Around the Quads 

Senior Dinner Sends Students, Dean on Their Way It seemed less like a farewell meal and more like the final concert of a 

beloved rock star. 

Before they had finished their second glass of wine under a tent on 

South Lawn, the raucous Class of 2009 was cheering for Dean Austin Quigley 

at what was his Senior Dinner as well as theirs. 

“It’s an honor to be graduating from the College along with Dean Austin students gather around as Dean Austin 

Quigley,” said Student Council President George Krebs ’09, who introduced Quigley holds court for a final Senior 
Dinner. 

Quigley, the night’s keynote speaker. “Everyone who knows Dean Quigley 

knows of his dedication to the College.” 

Quigley, who is stepping down after 14 years as Dean of the College, poked 

fun at the class and delivered a stand-up routine that had them roaring 

before closing with praise for the school and his final senior class. 

“Your lives will always be, in part, Columbia lives,” he said. “The chief value 

of a Columbia life is the great company you always keep.” 

Columbia College Alumni Association 

former president Gerald Sherwin ’55 (left), 

Quigley and Columbia College Fund chair 

Mark Amsterdam ’66 enjoy the Senior 

Dinner. 

PHOTOS: CHAR SMULLYAN 

Approximately 900 seniors gathered 

for the semi-formal dinner on May 4, 

the last day of classes. The dinner is 

an annual tradition that is one of the 

highlights of the graduation season. 

Seniors enjoyed a formal dinner and wine A( the event> which was sponsored by 

under a tent on South Lawn on May 4. 

the Alumni Office, Kristin Kramer 

’09, Senior Fund chair, announced that the Senior Fund Gift Committee had 

received gifts from 90.5 percent of the class, beating all other Ivies and 

crushing the Class of 2008 record of 85 percent. 

Outside, it was drizzly and cool, but under the tent, things heated up quickly. 

Students ate, drank and danced late into the night as if finals had just ended 

instead of starting the following week. Maybe they were partying with one of 

Quigley’s jokes in mind: 



“Ask not what the Core Curriculum was about,” he said, “because it’s about to make you rich.” 

Ethan Rouen ’o4J 
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Leighton, Mazower Receive Van Doren, Trilling 
Awards James Leighton, professor of chemistry, was 

awarded the 48th annual Mark Van Doren Award 

and Mark Mazower, the Ira D. Wallach Professor 

of World Order Studies, was awarded the 34th Lionel 

Trilling [’25] Award at a ceremony in the Faculty Room of 

Low Library on May 7. The awards are unique in that the 

winners are determined by the College undergraduates 

who form the Academic Awards Committee of the 

Columbia College Student Council. 

The Van Doren Award is presented to a faculty member 

for “his or her humanity, devotion to truth and inspiration 

of leadership” as demonstrated in his or her commitment 

to undergraduate teaching. The award is named in honor 

of Van Doren, a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet, novelist, 

literary critic and longtime member of Columbia’s faculty 

with a reputation for pedagogical greatness. Leighton has taught at Columbia since 1996, during which time he has 

conducted considerable research into the development of efficient methods and strategies in asymmetric synthesis, 

and is a recipient of the Columbia University Lenfest Distinguished Faculty Award. He currently teaches organic 

chemistry at the undergraduate level, and the Academic Awards Committee found compelling students’ appreciation 

of him as an accessible and committed teacher. 

(From left) Co-chair of the 2009 Academic Awards Committee 

Avram Sand ’09, professor of chemistry James Leighton, Dean 

Austin Quigley, Ira D. Wallach Professor of World Order Studies 

Mark Mazower and committee co-chair Ian Corey-Boulet ’09. 

PHOTO: DANIELLAZALCMAN ’09 

The Trilling Award honors a book from the past year by a Columbia author that best exhibits the standards of 

intellect and scholarship found in the work of Trilling, the distinguished author, literary critic and longtime faculty 

member. Mazower was honored for Hitler’s Empire: How the Nazis Ruled Europe, which the committee described 

as “an elegantly argued account of the designs, mechanics and long-term effects of Nazi imperial administration 

within Europe. It is a bold re-examination of a much-studied subject that ought to interest specialists and ordinary 

readers alike.” 

The Academic Awards Committee is a group of 10 students, representing a cross-section of classes and majors within 

the College. Beginning in the fall, the committee co-chairs select new members and solicit nominations for each 



award. For the rest of the fall semester and well into the spring, committee members audit the classes of Van Doren 

Award nominees to observe the quality of their instruction. At the same time, committee members read titles under 

consideration for the Trilling Award. Working collaboratively, the committee meets every week to confer on the 

selection process and to evaluate nominated professors and titles. This process culminates in the selection of the 

winners in the spring. 



Columbia College 
TODAY ° 

Around the Quads 

2009 Academic Awards and Prizes The Academic Awards and Prizes Ceremony, at 

which students are recognized for their 

academic achievements, is a highlight of 

graduation week. Dean Austin Quigley and Dean of 

Academic Affairs Kathryn Yatrakis were on hand to 

congratulate the students at the ceremony, held on May 

18 in Low Rotunda. Yatrakis, along with several noted 

faculty members, presented the awards. Following are the 

2009 recipients. 

Special Achievements 

Dean Austin Quigley (far left) and Dean of Academic Affairs 

Kathryn B. Yatrakis (far right) congratulate salutatorian Mollie 

Schwartz ’09 and valedictorian Emily Clader ’09 at the 2009 

Academic Awards and Prizes Ceremony, held on May 18 in Low 

Rotunda. 

PHOTO; DANI ELLA ZALCMAN-Y>9- 

Presented by Kathryn B. Yatrakis, dean of academic affairs 

The Harry J. Carman Fellowship 

Gabrielle Apollon ’09 

The George William Curtis Prize 

Persuasive: 

Tiffany Dockery ’09 

Informative: 

Scott St. Marie To 

The Jarvis and Constance Doctorow Fellowship 

Eric Lukas ’09 

The Henry Evans Traveling Fellowship 

Matthew Franks ’09 



The Joshua A. Feigenbaum Humanities Prize 

Sean Udell ’ll 

The Solomon and Seymour Fisher Civil Liberties Fellowship 

Sajaa Ahmed To 

Sarah Rahaman To 

The Wallace A. Gray Prize in Literature Humanities 

Leah Goodman ’ll 

Rebecca Clark ’ll (Honorable Mention) 

Catherine Kaelin To (Honorable Mention) 

The Albert Asher Green Memorial Prize 

Kyle Jurado ’09 

The Dean Hawkes Memorial Prize 

Rachel Vishnepolsky To 

The Holthusen-Schindler Endowment Fund 

Danielle Charles ’09 

Kinara Flagg, ’06, ’11L 

Erin Meyer ’09 

The Euretta J. Kellett Fellowships 

Rudi Batzell ’09 

Daniel Blank ’09 

The Richard Lewis Kohn Traveling Fellowship 

Joshua Wan ’ll 

The Richard and Brooke Kamin Rapaport Summer Music Performance Fellowships 

Daniel Adams To 

Brigid Babbish ’12 

Stephanie Chou ’09 

Theo Di Castri ’12 

Kurt Kanazawa ’ll 

Sarah Kim Ti 

Maryam Parhizkar ’09 

Edward Poll ’ll 

Jonathan Sapp ’09 

Julie Schoonover Ti 



Mark Sim ’12 

Caleb van der Swaagh ’09 

The Arthur Rose Teaching Assistantship 

Allon Brann To 

The James P. Shenton Prize in Contemporary Civilization 

Jordan Hirsch To 

Evelyn Symington To (Honorable Mention) 

Stephanie Wu To (Honorable Mention) 

The Louis Sudler Prize in the Arts 

Tara Tannenbaum ’09 

The David B. Truman Alumni Award 

Alidad Damooei ’09 

Salutatorian 

Mollie Schwartz ’09 

Valedictorian 

Emily Clader ’09 

Prizes in Science and Mathematics 

Presented by James J. Valentini, Department of Chemistry 

The Richard Bersohn Prize 

Mollie Schwartz ’09 

The Computer Science Department Award 

Michael Rand ’09 

The Thomas J. Katz Prize 

David Yang ’09 

The Alfred Moritz Michaelis Prize 

Willy Chang ’09 

The Russell C. Mills Award 

Eliane Stampfer ’09 



Professor Van Amringe Mathematical Prize 

Shenjun Xu ’12 (first-year recipient) 

Jiayang Jiang ’n(sophomore recipient) 

Atanas Atanasov To (junior recipient) 

The John Dash Van Buren Jr. Prize in Mathematics 

So Eun Park ’09 

Prizes in the Humanities 

Presented by Philip Kitcher, the John Dewey Professor of Philosophy 

The Academy of American Poets Poetry Prize 

Marissa Brodney ’09 

The Senior Thesis Prize in Art History and Archaeology 

Peter Gallotta ’09 

The Lea Baechler Prize 

Ryan Alberts To 

The Charles Paterno Barratt-Brown Memorial Prize 

Elizabeth Tarras ’09 

The Dino Bigongiari Prize 

David LoVerme ’09 

The Seymour Brick Memorial Prize 

Shaday Stewart ’09 

The Karen Osney Brownstein Writing Prize 

Crystal Kim ’09 

Elizabeth Straus ’09 

The Bunner Prize 

Maxwell Tobin ’09 

The Douglas Gardner Caverly Prize 

Giuseppe Castellano ’09 

The Earle Prize in Classics 



Rachel Anderson ’09 

The Arthur E. Ford Poetry Prize 

Yitian Fu To 

The John Vincent Hickey Prize 

Max Friedman ’09 

The Adam Leroy Jones Prize in Logic 

Rohan Sud ’09 

The Jonathan Throne Kopit Prize in Logic and Rhetoric 

Emelyn Lih Ti 

The Helen and Howard Marraro Prize 

Melissa Lombardi ’09 

The Philolexian Centennial Washington Prize 

Adam Hoffman To 

The Philolexian Prize 

Daniel Feldman ’09 

The Benjamin F. Romaine Prize 

Rachel Anderson ’09 

The Earnest Stadler Prize for Excellence in the Study of Classical Antiquity 

Shoshana Streiter ’09 

The Mariana Griswold Van Rensselaer Prize 

Danielle Jones ’09 GS 

The Deutscher Verein Prize in German 

Douglas Driscoll ’09 

The Susan Huntington Vernon Prize 

Andrew Lyubarsky ’09 

The Richmond B. Williams Traveling Fellowship 

Isla Hansen To 

Lucy Tang To 

Prizes in the Social Sciences 



Presented by Professor Priscilla Ferguson, Department of Sociology 

The Charles A. Beard Prize 

Ayla Bonfiglio ’09 

The Charles A. Beard Senior Thesis Prize in History 

Sonia Tycko ’09 

The Carl B. Boyer Memorial Prize 

Ion Mihailescu To 

The Chanler Historical Prize 

Eric Lukas ’09 

The Albert Marion Elsberg Prize 

Rudi Batzell ’09 

The Lily Prize in History 

Samuel Daly ’09 

The Garrett Mattingly Prize 

Alexander Statman ’09 

The Sanford S. Parker Prize 

Kyle Jurado ’09 

Brendan Price ’09 

The Edwin Robbins Academic Research and Public Service Fellowships in History 

Courtney Chin To 

Jamie Johns To 

Kate Redburn To 

Adam Sieff Ti 

The Romine Prize 

Melissa Lombardi ’09 

Jisung Park ’09 

The Phyllis Stevens Sharp Fellowship in American Politics 

Amelia Green To 

The Caroline Phelps Stokes Prize 

Nicholas Kelly ’09 



The Taraknath Das Foundation Prize 

Shakeer Rahman ’09 

The Alan J. Willen Memorial Prize 

David Feith ’09 

Robert Sockin ’09 
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University Opens Global Centers The University has expanded its global reach with the opening in March of two Columbia Global Centers, 

created to bring faculty and students together with their international counterparts to work on projects 

around the world. The research centers, in Beijing, China, and Amman, Jordan, are the first of what could 

be as many as six centers in world capitals. 

“When social challenges are global in their consequences, the intellectual firepower of the world’s great universities 

must be global in its reach,” said Kenneth Prewitt, v.p of Columbia Global Centers and the Carnegie Professor of 

Public Affairs. “Columbia’s network of Global Centers will bring together some of the world’s finest scholars to 

address some of the world’s most pressing problems.” 

Members of the University’s undergraduate, graduate and professional schools, as well as independent affiliates, will 

have opportunities to travel to the centers to address global challenges on local soil. 

One project already underway is the China 2049 program, which pairs China’s top economic planning agency with 

the Brookings Institution and Columbia’s Earth Institute to create policies that protect China’s environment while 

creating long-term economic growth and development. Also, Teachers College faculty have been involved in 

education in Jordan, offering a course in teaching English to non-native speakers and advising the country’s ministry 

of education. 

“It is essential to a great university that our students and faculty know and understand more about our world, and we 

are committed to providing new opportunities to deepen our engagement with scholars, ideas and challenges across 

the globe,” said President Lee C. Bollinger, who launched both centers. 
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Mercer Tackles Philosophy’s Big Concepts in New 
Book Series When some of the world’s most respected philosophy historians fill a room to discuss concepts such as 

evil, pride, body and space, the discussion can get pretty lively. In that vein, more than two dozen 

academics from the College and around the world gathered on April 24 in the Witten Center for the 

Core Curriculum in Hamilton Hall to begin work on an ambitious series of texts, Oxford Philosophical Texts, edited 

by Christia Mercer, the Gustave M. Berne Professor in the Core Curriculum. 

“One of the reasons I wanted to have the workshop, and 

get people from the Core Curriculum involved, is that 

most of these concepts are relevant to the Core,” Mercer 

said. “The workshop was a huge experiment. Is it possible 

to get historians of philosophy and other people together 

to have an honest exchange?” 

Those in attendance spent April 24-25 brainstorming 

how to take the overarching concepts of life and put them 

into books. Some will be writing and editing these books, 

but others from the College came from a variety of 

disciplines — music, history, literature — to add their 

thoughts. 

The results will start coming out in a couple of years with 

the publication of the first six to eight of what will 

eventually be about 15 books. 

Oxford University Press initially approached Mercer and asked her to write an encyclopedia of philosophy. Feeling 

that the market for such books was already saturated, she came back to the editors with the idea to publish a 

collection of works, each focusing on a different concept. 

The books aim to capture “the major events in the life of a concept,” Mercer said. What makes these books unique is 

that they will involve an international collection of authors and editors. In addition, they will offer “Side Notes,” an 

idea that came out of the gathering at Columbia. 

Professor Christia Mercer at a gathering of philosophy historians 

and Columbia professors in the Core Conference Room in 

Hamilton Hall on April 24. 

PHOTO: ETHAN ROUEN ’04J 



The Side Notes will be a brief, illustrated insert to each volume, written by someone outside philosophy to add a 

unique perspective to how the concept has been portrayed throughout history. 

Upon publication, Oxford plans to aggressively publicize the series with an international advertising campaign. The 

series will be geared toward students at an upper level undergraduate level and higher. 

“They’re not going to be books you’re going to find in the airport, though the one on evil might be there,” Mercer 

joked. 

Ethan Rouen ’o4J 
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Five Minutes with ... Xavier Sala-i-Martin 

Xavier Sala-i-Martin is a professor of economics and the 2006 winner of the Lenfest Prize. He earned a bachelor’s 

from Autonomous University in Barcelona and his Ph.D.from Harvard. An expert on economic growth and 

calculating the distribution of wealth, he is a celebrity in Spain. Sala-i-Martin had his own television show and was 

president of the champion FC Barcelona soccer team. He hosts a radio show, which he broadcasts live to Spain at 

2:30 a.m. EST every Tuesday from his office in SIPA. 

Where did you grow up? 

Barcelona. 

What did you want to be when you grew up? 

A football [soccer] player. 

How did you get interested in economics? 

I didn’t know what economics was in high school, so I asked my family who 

was the richest guy in the family, and what did he study. An uncle of mine 

was an economist. In Spain, you don’t go to college and then choose your 

major. You actually have to choose a school at a young age. It’s like choosing 

a graduate school at 17. You choose blindly. Therefore, I chose for the wrong 

reasons. Fortunately, I made the right choice in the sense that then, once I was in the economics school, I loved it. 

How did you come to Columbia? 

I was a professor at Yale. I gave a seminar and Bob Mundell [Nobel-prize winning Columbia economist] was there. I 

usually wear colorful jackets. He came to me and said, “A person who wears this fuchsia jacket has to live in New 

York City.” I looked through the window and I saw New Haven, and I said, “That’s true. This is a terrible place.” So I 

decided to move. That was 1995. 

Which classes will you be teaching this fall? 

Intermediate macroeconomics and economic growth and development. 

What are you working on now? 

I’m fighting the World Bank and the United Nations as to how you actually estimate the world distribution of income. 

My goal is to estimate how many people make $1 a day, how many make $2 a day, $3 a day, $1,000 a day. There are 



a lot of important things that one can estimate, such as the number of poor people, the level of inequality, the 

distance between rich and poor. I think that the World Bank and the United Nations do it wrong. The whole aid 

industry needs to find out whether we are achieving the goals we set. Is it true that poverty is declining? How fast? If 

we don’t measure these things correctly, we don’t know if we’re doing it right. I’m designing methodologies to 

measure these things, and the results are very different from what the World Bank and the United Nations are 

saying. 

How did you get the idea to start Umbele, your nonprofit organization in Africa? 

My line of research deals with economic growth and development and the economics of poor countries. I have to 

travel to Africa often. Once you start seeing what’s going on there, you start realizing that more can be done and 

more should be done, and things being done could be done better. The institutions doing this usually are not doing 

this well. 

Where do you live? 

Claremont Avenue. I walk to class. I don’t have a car. 

What is something your students would never guess about you? 

I’m very shy. My students think that I’m flamboyant, always joking and open, but I’m incredibly shy. It’s very hard 

for people to believe, but it’s true. 

What on your resume are you most proud of? 

Being a Columbia professor. People are impressed by the soccer stuff and having my own TV show, but I think I am 

most proud of being a Columbia professor. 

How do you recharge? 

I don’t relax, actually. When I finish one thing, I go on to the next thing. I write, I teach, I give seminars, I give 

conferences all over the world, I run soccer clubs, I run foundations in Africa. I don’t think I have any free time. I 

have lots of hobbies, but I don’t get to enjoy them. I don’t even sleep much. I sleep four hours a day. 

If you could be anywhere in the world right now, where would you be? 

New York. New York is my favorite place in the world, and I wish I could be in New York more often. Unfortunately, I 

give many conferences and seminars so I have to travel to some other country almost every week. Usually when I 

teach, I’m here Monday through Wednesday. On Wednesday night, I travel for work, then come back on Saturday. 

What’s your favorite spot in New York? 

My bed. The place I like most outside my home and my office and my classes is Nobu, the sushi restaurant. It’s the 

second best restaurant in the world (the best is El Bulli, in Barcelona). 

What’s your favorite food? 

Sushi and paella. The common denominator is rice. 



Can you talk about your fame in Barcelona versus your relative anonymity in New York? 

In Barcelona, I cannot go out to a restaurant without being stopped by people asking for pictures, for autographs, for 

economic advice. It’s very difficult. You go out with your girlfriend, and you cannot walk without being stopped. 

People come from Spain and stop in my office as if I was a monkey in the zoo, one of the attractions. It’s good to be in 

New York and be able to go restaurants and have nobody bother you. 

What’s the last great book you read for pleasure? 

Ideas: A History of Thought and Invention, from Fire to Freud, by Peter Watson. 

Interview and photo: Ethan Rouen ’04J 

Additional footage from Xavier's interview: 

5 More Minutes 
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Student Spotlight: Gap Year Helped Zehra Hashmi 
’12 Prepare for College 
By Nathalie Alonso ’08 

Zehra Hashmi ’12 made the most of a gap year between high school and college. 

Born and raised in Islamabad, Pakistan, Hashmi graduated from secondary school in 2007. Instead of immediately 

beginning college, whether in her home country or elsewhere, she spent a year pursuing interests in journalism and 

education before diving into higher education. 

“It was as simple as me not having figured out where to go for college,” she explains. “[Afterward,] I was very 

prepared for college because I’d gone through a year of being ready to go. I was relaxed.” 

Hashmi, who began learning English at 3 and describes herself as a voracious reader, spent the first three months 

after secondary school working for BBC Radio Pakistan. She researched, wrote and broadcast human interest stories 

in Urdu to rural regions of the country. 

“You get to meet people from all over the world,” Hashmi says of the experience. “They gave me a lot of freedom in 

finding stories and recording them. It was a great experience because I learned how to type in Urdu and how to use 

sound equipment.” 

After her stint at the BBC, Hashmi taught history and English to sixth- and seventh-grade students at her alma 

mater, the Khaldunia School, in the Pakistani capital. The teaching experience later became the topic of the 

admission essay she wrote as part of her application for the College. 

“I did a lot of fun stuff with the kids,” says Hashmi, who taught a course on the history of religion. “I think a lot of the 

time we underestimate children, but they have their own forms of intelligence and their own intellect.” 

When the time came to continue her own studies, a combination of academics and location made the College a good 

fit for Hashmi. 

“I couldn’t really stay in Pakistan because I wanted to do history or comparative literature or something along those 

lines, and Pakistan is very oriented toward business or engineering or medicine.” Hashmi, who is leaning towards a 

major in history and anthropology, adds, “Liberal arts were a big attraction for me in general. 

‘If you’re coming from abroad and you’re in a city that is as multicultural and diverse as New York, at least for me, it 



made the transition easier,” she adds. “I can never get lonely here.” 

Hashmi, the younger of two sisters, had never been to the United States prior to arriving in New York a week before 

orientation to participate in Columbia Urban Experience, a week-long community service program for incoming 

first-year students. 

It was a fitting transition for Hashmi, who had spent summer 2006 as a volunteer at the Spinal Injury Unit at the 

National Institute for the Handicapped in Islamabad, where victims of the earthquake that stuck Pakistan in 2005 

were still in recovery. Among other duties, she assisted patients with physical therapy and conducted art workshops. 

After the 2007 flood that devastated Balochistan, the country’s largest province, Hashmi and a group of classmates 

went door to door in Islamabad, collecting donations for victims. The funds were used to purchase supplies that 

Hashmi helped deliver throughout the affected region. 

“It was an eye-opening experience for me,” she says. “It made me very aware of what’s outside of living in a bubble in 

Islamabad. The little that they had was gone.” 

During her first year in the College, Hashmi, a John Jay Scholar, was community chair of the College Undergraduate 

Scholar’s Program Alliance. She also was a corresponding editor for the first issue of Awaaz, a student journal of 

South Asian affairs, and is a member of Club Dimensions, a student group dedicated to creating awareness about 

South Asian culture and politics through art. 

Though Hashmi has a long way to go in defining her career interests, she plans to return to Pakistan after 

graduation. Her gap year experiences have given her a vision for possible trajectories. 

“I still have journalism as an option, but I would like to like teach or do something with education in Pakistan,” she 

says. 

Nathalie Alonso ’08, from Queens, majored in American studies. She is an editorial producer of and 

contributing writer to LasMayores.com, the Spanish-language Web site for MLB.com. 
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Alumni in the News 

Lanny Breuer ’8o, ’84 SIPA, ’85L and Ronald Weich ’8o are joining 

Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. ’73, ’76!, in President Barack Obama 

’83’s Department of Justice. The Senate confirmed Breuer in April to serve as 

assistant attorney general, criminal division, where he will supervise more 

than 700 staff members who enforce federal criminal laws. Before joining the 

Justice Department, Breuer, like Holder, was a partner at Covington & 

Burling, where he co-chaired the firm’s white collar defense and investigation 

group and was vice-chair of the pro bono committee. He also served as 

special counsel to President Clinton and cut his teeth in criminal prosecutions 

as an assistant district attorney in Manhattan in the 1980s. 

Obama nominated Weich to serve as assistant attorney general, Office of 

Legislative Affairs. Weich, who in recent years was twice named one of the 50 most influential congressional staffers 

by Roll Call, has been working as chief counsel to Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid. He also has worked in a 

similar capacity for senators Edward Kennedy and Arlen Specter. Weich has spent much of his legal career in the 

public sector, working as an assistant district attorney in Manhattan for four years and as general counsel to the 

Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee. 

Lanny Breuer ’8o, ’84 SIPA 

Damon Winter ’97’s photographs of Barack Obama ’83’s Presidential campaign won him a Pulitzer Prize for 

feature photography. The photos for The New York Times “deftly captur[ed] multiple facets of’ the campaign, the 

Pulitzer Board wrote. Winter joined the Times in 2007 after working for the Los Angeles Times, The Dallas Morning 

News, Newsweek and other media outlets. He has had assignments around the world and was a Pulitzer finalist in 

2005 for a photo essay on sexual abuse victims in Alaska, part of a portfolio that earned him the National Journalism 

Award for Photojournalism that year. (XT is planning a feature on Winter, including photographs, for the 

September/October 2009 issue. 

Two College graduates were awarded Guggenheim Foundation Fellowships. Ramin Bahrani 

’96, an adjunct assistant film professor, wrote and directed the international sensation Man 

Push Cart, which won more than 10 film prizes. His most recent films are Chop Shop and 

Goodbye Solo. Later this year, Bahrani will be the subject of an international retrospective at the 



MoMA in New York, Harvard and the La Rochelle Film Festival in France. Ramin Bahrani ’96 

John Glusman ’78, ’8o GSAS’ work focuses on the sinking of the Arisan Maru, which led to greatest loss of 

American life in a 20th-century maritime disaster. The Japanese vessel was transporting 1,800 allied POWs during 

WWII when an American submarine torpedoed it, killing all but eight. Glusman is the author of Conduct Under Fire: 

Four American Doctors and Their Fight for Life as Prisoners of the Japanese, 1941-1945, which won the 2007 

Colby Award for the best work of nonfiction by a first-time author. 

Anna Boden ’02 has made another mark on Hollywood. Along with Ryan Fleck, she wrote and directed Sugar, the 

story of a baseball player from the Dominican Republic who comes to the United States chasing dreams of the 

majors and finds challenges in adapting in a different country. The movie was lauded at the Sundance Film Festival 

and received stellar reviews in the national media before being released in theaters across the country in April. 

Once again, the Great White Way is lit up with the names of College graduates. 

Next to Normal, which made its Broadway debut at the Booth Theater in March after stints Off-Broadway and in 

Washington, D.C., has managed to snag three Tony awards, 11 Tony nominations, great reviews and four College 

graduates working to ensure its success. Brian Yorkey ’93, who wrote the lyrics, and Tom Kitt ’96, who 

composed the music, won the Tony for best original score; they met while working on The Varsity Show. Kitt also 

won for best orchestration. Laura Pietropinto ’00 is the assistant director, while Noah Corman ’96, v.p. of 

Sh-kboom Records, is producing the cast recording. The show's leading actress, Alice Ripley, took home the Tony for 

best performance by a leading actress in a musical. 

Two-time Tony Award-winning actor Brian Dennehy ’6o returned to Broadway this spring, starring opposite 

Carla Gugino in Eugene O’Neill’s classic Desire Under the Elms. The play, which tells the story of a widower who 

returns to his family farm with a young wife, runs through July 5 at the St. James Theater. 

In this economic downturn, people are still trusting Michael Brown ’80 with their money. Brown was ranked No. 

28 in Barron’s annual “Top 100 Financial Advisers” list, published in April. He works for Bank of America and 

manages $5.9 billion in assets, with a typical account having a net value of $50 million. 

It looks like Steve Perlman ’76 has gotten a head start on the race to develop the next way to play video games. In 

an interview with the San Jose Mercury News, Perlman discusses his OnLive service, which debuted earlier this year 

at the Game Developers Conference and was “the talk of the show,” according to the Mercury News. OnLive, his 

startup, delivers all types of games over the Internet, eliminating the need for costly consoles and allowing players to 



wile away the hours killing mutants on their home computers, laptops or big-screen televisions. 

Michael Oren ’77, ’78 SIPA has been chosen by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to serve as Israel’s 

ambassador to the United States. A senior fellow at the Shalem Center, a research institute in Jerusalem, and a 

former Israeli paratrooper, Oren has appeared frequently on television and in newspapers as a commentator on 

Middle Eastern affairs. He volunteered as a liaison officer between the military and press during Israel’s offensive 

against Palestinian militants in Gaza earlier this year. 

The political gossip world is aswirl with news that Hyperion will publish a book by Meghan McCain ’07. McCain 

has been a columnist for IAC startup The Daily Beast, where she has been writing about how the Republican Party 

can lure younger voters. The book will expand on the ideas in these columns, touching on issues “from what the party 

needs to do to attract others like her, to the importance of technology in reaching out to younger voters, to what needs 

to be done to keep young people passionate and involved in politics in the future,” according to Hyperion. This is 

McCain’s second book. Her first, published last September, was a picture book, My Dad, John McCain. McCain also 

appeared on The Colbert Report in May. 

Even before he received his degree, Kyle Thurman ’09 was making a name for himself in New York’s cutthroat art 

scene. A March 16 blog in The New York Times featured Thurman and his friend, Matt Moravec, who surprised the 

art world by curating a successful show while in their early 20s. The show, “New Deal,” ran through March 29 (while 

Thurman was in his final semester at the College) at the Art Production Fund gallery. The eclectic mix of works 

featured 11 young New York-based artists, collected by Thurman and Moravec during an eight-month tour of city 

galleries. 

Julia Stiles ’06 is starring in Oleanna, written by David Mamet, at the Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles May 

28-July 12. She previously performed the role on London’s West End. Stiles has been spending her free time writing 

on a wide variety of topics. The die-hard Mets fan covered opening day at Citi Field for The Wall Street Journal, 

discussing everything from how the economic crisis is affecting free agents to the team’s improved bullpen to the new 

upscale food selection at the stadium. She also blogs atjuliastilesblog.com, where she posts movies she directed and 

recently detailed a discussion she had with NYC Schools’ Chancellor Joel Klein ’67. 

Ethan Rouen ’04J 
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Pena-Mora Named SEAS Dean 

eniosky Pena-Mora, associate provost at the University of Illinois, 

where he also was the Edward William and Jane Marr Gutgsell 

Endowed Professor in the civil and environmental engineering 

department, will become the new dean of the Fu Foundation School of 

Engineering and Applied Science (SEAS), effective July 15. 

Pena-Mora, a native of the Dominican Republic, has earned an international 

reputation for his scholarship, teaching, research and engineering 

innovations as well as his hands-on leadership in managing major university 

engineering programs at MIT and Illinois. 

Pena-Mora comes to Columbia after six years at Illinois, where he also was a center affiliate at the National Center 

for Supercomputing Applications and a faculty affiliate at the Beckman Institute for Advanced Science and 

Technology. Before coming to Illinois in 2003, Pena-Mora was an assistant professor and associate professor of 

information technology and project management in civil and environmental engineering at MIT, where he earned his 

master’s and doctorate in civil engineering. He is a graduate of Universidad Nacional Pedro Henriquez Urena in 

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. 

Heading SEAS represents a homecoming of sorts for Pena-Mora, who spent part of each year while growing up living 

with family in Washington Heights. He learned to speak English in his early 20s by attending English-as-a-second- 

language community programs at Teachers College, Riverside Church and other city organizations. 

In a statement issued by the University on April 22, Pena-Mora said of SEAS, “I was so impressed with the energy 

and enthusiasm I saw among the faculty, students, staff and alumni at the school. It was clear to me that the SEAS 

leadership at Columbia has built a very strong foundation in recent years, well positioning the school to move to the 

next level in terms of its impact on the university, the local community, the nation and the world. Many important 

innovations have taken place at SEAS over its long history and continue to take place today. It is exhilarating for me 

to see how committed Columbia’s students, faculty, staff, alumni and University leadership are to an even more 

exciting future.” 

Pena-Mora succeeds interim dean Gerald Navratil, who has held the position for the past two years, since Zvi Galil 

left to become president of Tel Aviv University. Pena-Mora arrives at a time of change among undergraduate 

academic leadership, with Michele Moody-Adams succeeding Austin Quigley as Dean of the College and Claude M. 

Steele succeeding Alan Brinkley as Provost. 

Feniosky Pena-Mora 



“Columbia is fortunate to welcome such a remarkable new engineering dean at a time when the school is becoming 

ever more central to the University’s mission — from its interdisciplinary work with our medical center in the life 

sciences and our Earth Institute in climate science to its pioneering service-learning curriculum that is a national 

model for civic engagement between university and community,” said President Lee C. Bollinger. 

Pena-Mora’s research interests include information technology support for collaboration in preparedness, response 

and recovery during disasters involving critical physical infrastructures. He also is involved in change management, 

conflict resolution and processes integration during the design and development of large-scale civil engineering 

systems. His research has been groundbreaking in the field of construction engineering and management. 

Pena-Mora is the author of more than too publications in refereed journals, conference proceedings, book chapters 

and textbooks on computer-supported design, computer-supported engineering design and construction, as well as 

project control and management of large-scale engineering systems. His publication, “Design Rationale for 

Computer Supported Conflict Mitigation,” received the 1995 award for best paper published in the Journal of 

Computing in Civil Engineering. He also is the author of the influential 2002 textbook, Introduction to Construction 

Dispute Resolution. 

The new dean holds the 1999 National Science Foundation CAREER Award and the White House Presidential Early 

Career Award for Scientists and Engineers. In 2007, he won the Walter L. Huber Civil Engineering Research Prize of 

the American Society of Civil Engineers. In 2008, he was recognized with the ASCE Computing in Civil Engineering 

Award for outstanding achievement and contribution in the use of computers in the practice of civil engineering. 

Alex Sachare ’71 
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Advising, Financial Aids Deans Named Two major positions in the Dean of Student Affairs Office recently were filled with the selection of Monique 

Rinere as dean of advising and Daniel Berkowitz as dean of financial aid. Both also serve as associate deans 

of student affairs. 

Rinere was associate dean of Harvard College, where she created the Advising Programs Office and instituted several 

initiatives to improve advising for the school’s 7,000 undergraduates. Berkowitz was the director of student financial 

aid and employment at MIT. 

“I am very excited to have Monique and Daniel join the Student Affairs staff,” said Kevin Shollenberger, dean of 

student affairs and associate v.p. for undergraduate life. “Enhancing advising and financial aid resources for 

undergraduates has been a priority for the deans [of the College and SEAS], which has been reflected in our 

expanded financial aid initiative... Monique and Daniel are well-known leaders in their fields, and we look forward to 

them continuing to develop the services we provide our undergraduates.” 

A central home for advising will be created on the fourth floor of Lerner Hall, with the Dean of Student Affairs’ suite, 

the Office of Financial Aid and Educational Financing and the Office of Judicial Affairs and Community Standards 

moving to the sixth floor. 

“This expansion will provide a central physical space for student advising and is essential in providing students with 

streamlined, accessible resources,” Shollenberger wrote in an e-mail to students on May 7. “Over the past three 

years, the commitment to enhancing student advising at Columbia has been shared by students, staff, the deans and 

alumni. The vision, evaluation, planning and resources that have gone into this have truly been a collaborative effort. 

Establishing one centralized location for the advising office and naming Dean Rinere as the head of that office are 

important steps toward honoring that commitment.” 
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Manhattanville Receives Another Approval 

Columbia’s planned expansion in Manhattanville cleared another hurdle on May 20 when the New York State Public 

Authorities Control Board gave its approval to the project. The PACB action follows a New York City Council vote in 

2007 to rezone the manufacturing district, a 2008 ruling by a Manhattan judge upholding that rezoning and the 

Empire State Development Corp.’s approval last year of the University's $6.3 billion general project plan. 

The University has begun pre-construction work, such as the movement of affected utility lines beneath Broadway, 

on the 17-acre project, which calls for a build-out of 6.8 million square feet above grade and 2 million square feet 

below grade over the course of 25 years. It is estimated that the project will create 14,000 construction jobs during 

the build-out and 6,000 permanent jobs. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Governor David Paterson ’77 lauded the community-friendly aspects of the project in 

statements issued following the PACB action. 

“The expansion will provide nearly 100,000 square feet of publicly accessible open space, enhance the area's cultural 

activities and activate the neighborhood’s street life with wide sidewalks and ground-floor retail uses,” Bloomberg 

said. Paterson added, “Recognizing the needs of our West Harlem community, the project also includes a 

community-benefits agreement that will provide scholarships for local residents, medical facilities for school-age 

children and enhanced curricula for local secondary schools.” 

Alex Sachare ’71 
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Save the Date! 
Summer 2009 

Monday Saturday Monday 

July July July 

13 18 20 
Cafe Science Family Day and Third Annual CAA Picnic Cafe Humanities 

Monday Monday Monday 

July August August 

27 3 IO 
Cafe Social Science Cafe Arts Cafe Science 

Monday Monday 

August August 

17 24 
Cafe Humanities Cafe Social Science 

Fall 2009 

Monday Tuesday Friday-Saturday 

August September October 

31 8 16-17 
Convocation First Day of Classes First-Year Family Weekend 

Saturday Wednesday Tuesday 

October October November 

17 21 3 
Homecoming vs. Penn October Degrees Conferred Election Day — University Holiday 

Thursday Thursday-Friday Monday 

November November December 

19 26-27 14 
Alexander Hamilton Award Dinner Thanksgiving Holiday Last Day of Classes 



Wednesday 

December 
For more information, please call the Columbia College Office of Alumni 

Affairs and Development, 866-CC-ALUMNI, or visit the College’s alumni 

events Web site and the University alumni events Web site. 23 
Fall Term Ends 
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Student Council Members Meet with International 
Counterparts 

olumbia College and SEAS Student Council members engaged in 

student diplomacy on campus from April 3-5, interacting with 

counterparts from Universidad ICESI (Cali, Colombia) and China’s 

top student body presidents through forums and during free time. Activities 

included a discussion about varying roles of student government, a student 

interfaith panel and site visits with organizations and companies downtown. 

Representing Columbia were Melissa Im ’11, Mark Johnson ’09, Huei Ong 

’09E, Deysy Ordonez ’10 and Sue Yang ’10. 

The Chinese student delegation visited as part of Ivy Council’s continuing 

exchange with the All-China Students’ Federation (ACSF), China’s official 

and state-endorsed student organization. Alumni include Chinese presidents 

Hu Jintao and Jiang Zemin. Last summer, ACSF hosted Yang, George Krebs 

’09 and student leaders from every other Ivy League school in Beijing, Wuhan and Shanghai. 

Student government leaders from 

Columbia University and schools/ colleges 

in Colombia and China convened on 

campus and in New York City locales from 

April 3-5 for several days of discussions 

and exchange. 

PHOTO:DAVID BERKE 

—Sue Yang ’io 
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The Core Blog: Join the Discussion The Core Blog is up and making its way through sections of the Literature Humaities syllabus. The blog is 

designed for alumni, parents and anyone interested in reading some of the great works of Western 

civilization without having to worry about grades and rushing across campus to make a 9 a.m. class. 

Those interested in joining the conversation should visit The Core Blog. Readers are strongly encouraged to share 

their thoughts in the comments section and write original essays to be posted on the site. 

So far, there is material up about The Odyssey, Oedipus the King and Symposium. New content about King Lear is 

posted frequently, and the blog will start discussing Pride and Prejudice soon. 

Visit the site, read along, and share your knowledge of the books and remembrances of reading them the first time. 

Ethan Rouen ’04J 



Columbia College 
TODAY ° 

Around the Quads 

Taste of Morningside Heights Raises $1,000 for 
Charity More than 250 students braved torrential wind and rain to sample 

culinary offerings donated from 18 local restaurants at the first 

Taste of Morningside Heights, held under a tent on Low Plaza 

on April 20. Co-sponsored by Inside New York, the Center for Career 

Education and Bacchanal Events, the event raised nearly $1,000 to help local 

charities — via Columbia’s Community Impact initiative — fight hunger and 

food insecurity. 

Katie Han ’09, dining editor for Inside New York — Columbia’s 

comprehensive annual guidebook to local culture — was the event’s 

mastermind. With New York’s restaurant business struggling and 

philanthropic efforts at a minimum, Han wanted to find a way to provide 

local businesses with some extra exposure while raising money for 

Community Impact. 

“Morningside Heights is a unique 

neighborhood in that the University 

plays such a huge role — whether 

direct or indirect — with all of the 

businesses and restaurants here,” she 

said. “I wanted to see if we could 

create a tradition that would be beneficial for Columbia and for the 

neighborhood, and I think this is a good cause.” 

—Text and photos: Daniella Zalcman ’09 
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Young Alumni Enjoy Third Annual Spring Benefit Young alumni from the Classes of 1999-2008 mingled and enjoyed hors d’oeuvres and dancing at the Third 

Annual Columbia College Young Alumni Fund Spring Benefit, held in midtown on April 17. The benefit, with 

the dual purpose of bringing young alumni together for an upscale social event and raising money for the 

Young Alumni Fund, attracted more than 230 young alumni as well as a host of alumni leaders and College 

administrators. 

Dean Austin Quigley 

addressed attendees at a 

pre-event reception for young 

alumni who made a John 

Jay-level donation to the 

Columbia College Fund in 

Fiscal Year 2009. 

Young Alumni Fund Spring Benefit co-chairs Nathania Nisonson ’03 and Demetrios 

Yatrakis ’05 introduced Dean Austin Quigley at the pre-event John Jay Associates 

reception, a special gathering with the dean for young alumni who donated to the 

Columbia College Fund at a John Jay level in the 2009 fiscal year. The event’s 

programming committee also created a special engraved glass plate for Quigley, which 

noted his dedication and service to young alumni and which was presented to him at the 

start of the general reception. 

A portion of each ticket’s $100 

purchase price was earmarked for the 

Young Alumni Fund, and 

approximately $12,000 was raised for 

the support of undergraduate 

education. The evening ended with a 

raffle drawing for athletics events 

tickets, restaurant gift cards and more. 

More than 230 young alumni attended the event and 

enjoyed cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and dancing. 

PHOTOS: CALVIN SUN ’o8 
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In Lumine Tuo 
Lenfest 

Seven scholar-teachers have been selected as recipients of this year’s Lenfest Distinguished Columbia Faculty 

Awards. The Faculty of Arts and Sciences gives this honor annually to junior and senior faculty members who have 

shown exceptional merit in scholarship and dedication to teaching. The awards, established in 2005 by University 

Trustee Gerry Lenfest ’58L, each come with a stipend of $25,000 per year for three consecutive years. 

This year’ recipients are Francesco de Angelis, associate professor, art history and archaeology; Christopher Brown, 

professor, history; Brent Edwards, professor, English and comparative literature; Darcy Kelley, professor, biological 

sciences; Philip Kitcher, the John Dewey Professor of Philosophy; Kevin Ochsner, assistant professor, psychology; 

and Nadia Urbinati, the Nell and Herbert M. Singer Professor of Contemporary Civilization and professor, political 

science. 

Awarded 

Valentina Izmirlieva, associate professor, Slavic languages, was awarded a Howard Fellowship for her ongoing 

research project, “Christian Hajjis: The Forgotten Pilgrims to Ottoman Jerusalem.” Howard Fellowships provide 

$25,000 stipends to support awardees’ writing projects. 

Mark Mazower, the Ira D. Wallach Professor of World Order Studies, received the 2008 Los Angeles Times Book 

Prize in History for his recent book, Hitler’s Empire: How the Nazis Ruled Europe. 

Eileen Gillooly, associate director of the Heyman Center for the Humanities and associate adjunct professor of 

English, has been named a 2009-10 fellow at the National Humanities Center. Newly appointed fellows will have the 

opportunity to work on an individual research assignment as well as to share ideas in seminars and lectures. Gillooly 

will work on her project, “Anxious Affection: Parental Feeling in Nineteenth-Century Middle-Class Britain,” at the 

center. 

Mark Strand, professor of poetry and modern fiction, has been awarded the Gold Medal from the American Academy 

of Arts and Sciences for distinguished achievement in poetry. The medal is given every six years for a poet’s entire 

body of work. 

Richard Bulliet, professor of history, and George Saliba, professor of Middle East and Asian languages and culture, 

have been named 2009 Carnegie Scholars by the Carnegie Corp. of New York. The scholarships offer two-year grants 

of up to $100,000 for research on today’s critical questions. Bulliet will explore ancient and contemporary 



discourses between Islam and modern military institutions, while Saliba’s project involves science’s trajectory in the 

Islamic world and its application to modern times. 

Arts & Sciences 

Five Columbia professors have been named 2009 Fellows of the Academy of Arts and Sciences: Patrick Bolton, the 

Barbara and David Zalaznick Professor of Business and a professor of economics at the Business School; Dorian 

Goldfeld, professor of mathematics; Rashid Khalidi, the Edward Said Professor of Modern Arab Studies and 

Literature and director, Middle East Institute; Aron Pinczuk, professor of applied physics and applied mathematics; 

and Ross Posnock, professor of English and comparative literature. Academy fellows are honored for exemplary 

leadership and dedication to the sciences, the arts and humanities, business, public affairs, and nonprofit work. 

Sciences 

Three Columbia professors have been named members of the National Academy of Sciences: Marian Carlson, 

professor of genetics and development and microbiology; John Morgan, professor of mathematics; and Frank 

Sciulli, the Pupin Professor Emeritus of Physics. One of the highest honors for a scientist or an engineer, election to 

the National Academy of Sciences recognizes innovative research and achievement. 
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Transition Tasha R. Mohamed joined the Alumni Office on May 18 as executive assistant to Susan Birnbaum, executive 

director of the Columbia College Fund. Mohamed previously worked in the College’s Academic Affairs 

Office as an administrative assistant. In her new position, Mohamed will support Birnbaum in her work 

with alumni boards and volunteers; support the College Fund staff through assistance with direct mail and 

telemarketing; and provide general administrative support to the College Fund staff. 
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Men’s Tennis, Golf Win Ivy Crowns Columbia’s men’s tennis and golf teams won Ivy League championships this season, the second crown in 

three years for tennis and the second in a row for golf. 

Coach Bid Goswami’s tennis team clinched its title with a 7-0 

sweep of Princeton, giving Goswami his seventh Ivy crown in his 27-year 

career. The Lions went 6-1 in Ivy play and 16-6 overall, losing to Miami 

in the opening round of the NCAA championships. 

Haig Schneiderman ’12, who won 22 singles matches in his first year of 

college play, was a unanimous choice for Ivy League Men’s Tennis Rookie 

of the Year. Bogdan Borta ’10, who posted 18 singles wins, was named to 

the All-Ivy first team, Jon Wong ’10 and Mihai Nichifor ’10E were named 

to the second team and Schneiderman received honorable mention. 

Columbia’s men’s tennis team celebrates its 

second Ivy League championship in three 

years. 

PHOTO: COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS 

Coach Rich Mueller’s golf team overcame a three-stroke deficit going into 

the final round of play and edged Penn by one stroke to repeat as champions. The competition came down to the last 

hole of play between Brendan Doyle ’12 and Penn’s Scotty Williams, another first-year golfer. Doyle made par to give 

Columbia a three-round total of 858, while Williams could do no better than bogey, leaving Penn at 859. The top four 

three-round scores posted by members of the five-man teams are used to compile the team score. 

Clark Granum ’11E was Columbia’s top individual performer, tying for fifth place at 213 and earning All-Ivy 

recognition. Austin Quinten Ti, who led the Lions with a two-under-par 68 in the final round, matched Doyle’s 214 

total to share eighth place. Chris Arkin ’09 was 14th and Philippe Fossaert ’09 was 29th. 

Football To Open vs. Fordham September 19 

Columbia’s football team will open its 2009 season on September 19 in the eighth annual Liberty Cup game against 

Fordham, to be played at the Rams’ Jack Coffey Field. Columbia’s home opener will be the following Saturday, 

September 26, when the Lions host Central Connecticut on Robert K. Kraft [’63] Field at Lawrence A. Wien Stadium, 

which is part of the Baker Athletics Complex. 

The Lions open the Ivy League portion of their schedule the following week at Princeton. After their final non-league 

game, at Lafayette on October 4, the Lions will return home to face Penn in the annual Homecoming game on 

October 17. 



Tickets for Homecoming and all Columbia games are available online or by calling 888-LIONS-n. 

Following is the complete 2009 schedule: 

September 19, at Fordham, 6 p.m. 

September 26, Central Connecticut, 12:30 p.m. 

October 3, at Princeton, TBA 

October 10, at Lafayette, 6 p.m. 

October 17, Penn (Homecoming), 1:30 p.m. 

October 24, at Dartmouth, 12:30 p.m. 

October 31, Yale, 12:30 p.m. 

November 7, Harvard, 12:30 p.m. 

November 14, at Cornell, 12:30 p.m. 

November 21, Brown, 12:30 p.m. 

Athletes Feted at Varsity ‘C’ Celebration 

Swimmer Hannah Galey ’09 and distance runner Jeff Randall ’09 were 

each presented with the Connie S. Maniatty [’43] Outstanding Senior 

Student-Athlete Award at the 88th Varsity ‘C’ Celebration, held at Levien 

Gym on May 5. 

Galey, an All-Ivy first team honoree this year, broke the school 100-meter 

freestyle record previously held by Olympic gold medalist Cristina 

Teuscher ’00 and also established school records with the 200 medley 

relay, 400 medley relay and 200 freestyle relay teams. Randall, a six-time 

All-Ivy honoree in the 3,000-meter run, 3,000-meter steeplechase and 

distance medley relay, finished second in the steeplechase at the 

prestigious Penn Relays. 

The Varsity ‘C’ Celebration also featured the presentation of the Athletics 

Alumni Award to Eric Blattman ’80 (baseball/football), and the watch 

award presentations for the Columbia senior student-athletes earning the 

highest cumulative grade-point averages and at least two varsity letters. 

Director of Intercollegiate Athletics M. Dianne 

Murphy joins Maniatty Award winners Jeff 

Randall ’09 and Hannah Galey ’09 at the 

Varsity ‘C’ Celebration. 



Gena Miller ’09 (field hockey) earned the Marion R. Philips Watch, while Eric Blattman ’80 (left), who has served on 

Jonathan Chan ’09 (men’s tennis) earned the Dwight D. Eisenhower baseball's Alumni Advisory Committee for 
more than 25 years, is presented with the 

Watch. Athletics Alumni Award by Varsity ‘C’ President 

Michael Brown ’80. 

Columbia Athletes Honored photos: Columbia university 
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Rower Meredith Mead ’11 was named to the Pocock All-America first team, according to the Collegiate Rowing 

Coaches Association. She is the first Lion in women’s rowing history to be bestowed first-team status, and was one of 

45 rowers from around the nation to be recognized as one of the outstanding performers in women’s collegiate 

rowing. 

Fencing All-American and national champion Jeff Spear ’10 was named to the ESPN The Magazine Academic 

All-America first team. He joins basketball co-captain Patrick Foley ’09, who was selected earlier this year. 

In addition to the tennis players and golfers mentioned above, several other Lions gained All-Ivy honors in spring 

sports. In baseball, catcher Dean Forthun ’10 made second team, and pitcher Joe Scarlata ’09 and outfielder Nick 

Cox ’11 received honorable mention. In softball, first baseman Danielle Pineda ’10, outfielder Jackie Ecker ’11 

Barnard and designated player Maggie Johnson ’11 received honorable mention. In men’s track, Stefan Vutescu ’10 

(100m) and Jeff Randall ’09 (steeplechase) made first team and Jeff Moriarty ’11 (800m) made second team. In 

women’s track, Sharay Hale ’12 (400m), Megan Lessard ’09 (1,500m), Kyra Caldwell ’12 (100m hurdles) and Elisse 

Douglas ’09 (triple jump) made first team, and Hale (200m), Monique Roberts ’12 Barnard (high jump) and 

Douglas (long jump) made second team, as did two Columbia relay squads, 4x400m (Laura Vogel ’11, Caldwell, 

Jacqui Brown ’11 and Hale) and 4x800m (Laura Meadors ’12, Serita Lachesis ’10, Jackie Drouin ’11 and Lessard). 

Consortium’s Silver Anniversary Celebrated 

A year-long celebration of the silver anniversary of the Columbia-Barnard Athletic Consortium concluded on May 5 

with an event in Low Library that paid tribute to the women athletes, coaches and administrators who have brought 

distinction to Columbia athletics during the past 25 years. The event featured a video of highlights during the past 25 

years along with the recognition of the 25 Most Influential Athletic Alumnae and an Honor Roll of the top female 

student-athletes of the last quarter-century. 

25 Most Influential 

Elizabeth “Tosh” Forde Adams ’99, soccer 

Tracy Pierce Bender ’92, volleyball 

Caitlin “Katy” Bilodeau ’87, fencing 

Ellen Bossert ’86, basketball 

Ari Brose ’84 Barnard, track and field 

Joan Campion ’92, soccer 



Lisa Landau Carnoy ’89, track and field 

Pia Clemente ’93 Barnard, tennis 

Alexandra Wallace Creed ’88, tennis 

Jennifer Drake ’97, swimming and diving 

Leslie Gittess ’88, tennis 

Kathryn Hudacek ’94, rowing 

Janette Kizer-Antiles ’92 Barnard, tennis 

Ula Lysniak ’87 Barnard, ’91TC, basketball 

Donna Herlinsky MacPhee ’89, tennis 

Juliet Macur ’92 Barnard, rowing 

Devon Martin ’90, cross country/track and field 

Adebola “Bola” Bamiduro Osakwe ’01 Barnard, lacrosse 

Rachel Pauley ’95 Barnard, ’96 SIPA, field hockey 

Lisa Piazza ’85 Barnard, fencing 

Philippa Portnoy ’86 Barnard, tennis 

Ilaria Rebay ’87, track and field 

Cristina Teuscher ’00, swimming and diving 

Sheena Wright ’90, track and field 

Helen Doyle Yeager ’85 Barnard, basketball 

Honor Roll 

Elizabeth “Tosh” Forde Adams ’99, soccer 

Jacqueline Adelfio ’06E, softball 

Caroline Bierbaum ’06, cross country/track and field 

Caitlin “Katy” Bilodeau ’87, fencing 

Stacy Borgman ’98 Barnard, rowing 

Ellen Bossert ’86, basketball 

Nicole “Nikki” Campbell ’02, field hockey 

Delilah DiCrescenzo ’05, cross country/track and field 

Lucy Eccleston ’03 Barnard, swimming and diving 

Teresa Herrmann ’05, swimming and diving 

Caitlin Hickin ’04, cross country/track and field 

Emily Jacobson ’08, fencing 

Janette Kizer-Antiles ’92 Barnard, tennis 

Milena Kachar ’07, tennis 

Kathy Lavold ’03 Barnard, volleyball 

Kate Lombard ’07, lacrosse 

Ula Lysniak ’87 Barnard, ’91 TC, basketball 

Marisa Marconi ’05, softball 

Devon Martin ’90, cross country/track and field 

Barnard trustee Cheryl Milstein ’81 Barnard 

(left) and Olympic swimmer Cristina Teuscher 

’00 at the silver anniversary celebration of the 

Columbia-Barnard Athletic Consortium. 
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Stephanie Miller ’07, archery 

Shannon Munoz ’07, soccer 

Elizabeth “Libby” Peters ’06, rowing 

Katie Beauregard Sheehy ’03, volleyball 

Cristina Teuscher ’00, swimming & diving 

Whitney Windmiller ’07, golf 

Alex Sachare ’71 
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Holder and Bollinger Send Quigley, Class of 2009 
on Its Way 
By Ethan Rouen ’04 J; photos by Eileen Barroso The Class of 2009 could barely contain itself as its 

members welcomed Attorney General Eric H. 

Holder Jr. ’73, ’76L to the podium as the keynote 

speaker for this year’s Class Day, May 19. 

Holder delivered a witty, inspiring speech that included 

reminiscences of his oddball freshman-year roommates — he 

had two who eventually left campus — and jealousy of the 

current Carman Hall residents. “I couldn’t believe there was air 

conditioning there. What’s next, Mr. President, hot and cold 

water?” 

After sending students, families, alumni, faculty and staff into 

stitches, Holder struck a more serious tone, urging graduates to give back to their communities. 

“Set your sights beyond the career that will offer the greatest financial reward to the one that will reward your soul,” 

he said. “You must do your part to improve the world around you. This difficult time in our country must be an 

opportunity for you. Your task is not to do well, but to do good.” He closed to loud cheers by saying “positive change is 

not only possible, it is inevitable.” 

The Class of 2009 celebrated Class Day on May 19 on 

South Lawn. 
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For the fifth year, the procession included the Parade of Classes, with more than 100 alumni marching with their 

class banners to welcome seniors into the alumni community. 

Celebrating the 25th year of coeducation and the final year of Austin Quigley’s tenure as Dean of the College, more 

than 900 seniors packed South Lawn on a perfect spring day to say goodbye to their undergraduate years. Quigley 

noted that this was a day of transition and observed, “Columbians get together not to lament what the world can be at 

its worst, but to discover what we each can be at our best.” 

Kristen Kramer ’09 represented the Senior Fund, which surpassed 90 percent participation this year, a school 

record. She presented Quigley with a scroll with the names of all the seniors who had donated. 



The weather cooperated again the following day when the pomp finally came to an end and diplomas were handed 

out at Commencement. 

President Lee C. Bollinger addressed the mass in light blue basking in the sun in the center of campus, and College 

graduates tossed replica apples — symbolizing the Core Curriculum — into the air to celebrate. 

“There is no other occasion I can think of that has a greater purity of happiness and goodwill than this one,” Bollinger 

said. “Years of mental labor and toil have brought you to this moment, and marking this intellectual milestone is our 

happy and simple mission for the day. I am honored to share it with you.” 

During Commencement, eight people received honorary degrees: 

• Kwame Anthony Appiah, a scholar of semantics, African studies and human identity and the Laurance S. 

Rockefeller University Professor of Philosophy at Princeton; 

• P.N. Bhagwati, a former chief justice of the Supreme Court of India and a pioneer in the field of public interest 

litigation; 

• Caroline Bynum, a professor of European medieval history at the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton 

and the first woman to hold the title of University Professor at Columbia; 

• Ainslie Embree, a scholar of Indian and Asian studies and a professor emeritus of history at Columbia who is 

considered a founding father of modern India; 

• Paul Farmer, a medical anthropologist, physician and human-rights advocate who is the Maude and Lillian 

Presley Professor of Social Medicine in the department of global health and social medicine at Harvard 

Medical School; 

• Helene Gayle ’76 Barnard, who served 20 years with the Centers of Disease Control and now is president of 

CARE USA; 

• H.F. “Gerry” Lenfest ’58L, a prominent businessman, philanthropist and Columbia trustee who is one of 

America’s most generous supporters of education and the arts; and 

• Joseph Sax, who is widely considered the country’s leading scholar on water law and is the James H. House 

and Hiram H. Hurd Professor of Environmental Regulation Emeritus at UC Berkeley School of Law. 

In addition, novelist Kiran Desai ’99 Arts, who won the 2006 Man Booker Prize and the National Book Critics Circle 

Fiction Award for her second novel, The Inheritance of Loss, received the Medal for Excellence, which is awarded 

annually to an outstanding Columbia graduate under the age of 45. 

College alumni Stephen H. Case ’64; Katharina Otto-Bernstein ’86, ’92 Arts; George L. Stern ’58, ’59E; and George L 

Van Amson ’74 were among 10 alumni recognized at Commencement for outstanding work on behalf of the 

University, and they will receive Alumni Medals at an upcoming Columbia Alumni Association dinner. Joining them 

are Jacqueline A. Bello ’80 P&S; Margarita S. Brose ’84 Barnard; Helen Coleman Evarts ’70 GS; Lois A. Jackson ’73 

Barnard, ’77 Dental, ’80 Dental; James Leitner ’77 SIPA; and Richard M. Smith ’69 SIPA, ’70J. 

Five faculty received Presidential Awards for Excellence in Teaching: Wendy K. Chung, assistant professor of 



pediatrics in medicine; George Deodatis, the Santiago and Robertina Calatrava Family Professor of Civil 

Engineering; Marguerite Y. Holloway, assistant professor of journalism; Scott A. Snyder, assistant professor of 

chemistry; and Joseph Tenenbaum, the Edgar Leifer Professor of Clinical Medicine. 

For a photo gallery of Class Day and Commencement, click here. 
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Alumni Reunion Weekend 2009 Was Largest Ever 
By Ethan Rouen *04J This year’s Alumni Reunion Weekend welcomed more College graduates back to campus than ever 

before. More than 1,100 Lions gathered on campus and across Manhattan beginning Wednesday, June 

3, for five days of festivities and activities. 

Adding to the revelry, 250 additional alumni and parents 

attended Dean’s Day on Saturday. 

A highlight was Saturday’s Dean’s Breakfast, at which Austin Quigley was 

feted as he completes his 14-year tenure as Dean of the College, and at 

which the President’s Cup was presented to Bernard Nussbaum ’58. (Read 

Nussbaum’s remarks here.) 

Attendees and their guests packed the Public Intellectual Lecture series to 

hear talks by Dr. Mehmet Oz, professor of surgery and director of the 

Cardiovascular Institute at the Medical Center; R. Glenn Hubbard, dean 

of Columbia Business School and the Russell L. Carson Professor of 

Finance and Economics; and James Schamus, associate professor of professional practice at the School of the Arts 

and CEO of Focus Features. 

College alumni also ventured all over the city for behind-the-scene tours of museums, dinner cruises and Broadway 

shows. 

Rain didn’t discourage crowds from gathering on Friday, the first full day of events, and when the weather cleared on 

Saturday, partiers enjoyed the all-class wine tasting and class dinners, and ended the evening by filling the tent on 

College Walk, dancing late into the night at the Starlight Reception. 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Almost 2,000 alumni and their guests, 

including little Lions, enjoyed Alumni Reunion 

Weekend’s events, such as the Decades 

Barbecue on South Lawn. 
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25 Years of Coeducation 
More than a quarter-century later, opening the College to women has proven to be a major step in 
the school's renaissance 

By Shira Boss-Bicak ’93, ’97J, ’98 SIPA Twenty-five years ago, the first Columbia College class that included women was finishing its first year. 

The 229 classes before the Class of 1987 were admitted as all-male; Columbia was the last of the Ivy 

League schools to go coed. By the early 1980s, secular, all-male colleges were nearly extinct; even the 

five U.S. military academies were enrolling women. As a College student in 1980 put it in response to a 

campus survey, “Life is coed, school should be also.” 

There was little debate among students, faculty and administrators that the College should no longer be open 

exclusively to men. “There was never an argument for an all-male school in the middle of New York. How could there 

be?” says Michael Rosenthal, the Roberta and William Campbell Professor in the Teaching of Literature Humanities 

and Associate Dean of the College from 1972-89. 

The delay in the College going coeducational was because Columbia 

University already had established an undergraduate school for women, 

Barnard College, in 1889. It was feared by University administrators that 

letting women attend Columbia College would weaken, perhaps destroy, 

Barnard’s raison d’etre. 

Once that possibility was formally examined by a campus committee, and 

judged to be spurious, the decision was made in 1981 to make entering 

classes coeducational beginning in fall 1983. The transition was 

immediate — the first coed class was 45 percent women — and 

remarkably smooth. Attention from the press and University aside, and outside of lingering gender bias in some 

classrooms, even some women in the first few coed classes found it nearly undetectable that there had not been 

female students in the College beforehand. 

“It’s hard to imagine” that the College had gone coed only two years previously, says Victoria Pennacchia ’89. “I 

couldn’t tell when I arrived. It didn’t seem like anything new. It felt completely normal.” 

The decision to become a coeducational college markedly improved Columbia, and didn’t harm Barnard, which has 

maintained its separate and vital identity as a women’s college. By at least doubling the size of the College’s applicant 

PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO 



pool, the inclusion of women immediately made the application process more competitive, and admissions officers 

could be more selective. Perhaps in part because of coeducation, or at least coinciding with it, the College began a 

long era that included vast improvements to its facilities, curriculum and reputation. 

“It changed the institution completely and will change it completely, forever,” said President Lee C. Bollinger at a 

campus celebration of 25 years of coeducation in March. 

Click here to read about nine College alumnae and the diverse careers they have chosen. 

President Emeritus Michael Sovern ’53, 

’55L, who was in office when the College 

became coeducational in 1983, speaks 

about the process during the March 31 

celebration at the President’s House. 

President Lee C. Bollinger (far right) looks 

on. 
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I he question that remains for many who have come through 

Columbia since is: Why so late? T Columbia examined the issue of admitting women at least as 

early as 1879, when its then-president, Frederick A.P. Barnard, 

appealed to the University’s trustees to approve coeducation. He renewed the 

proposal the following two years, without success. 

Instead, the school created the Collegiate Course for Women in 1883, 

allowing women to enroll in a home-study program and sit for the exams 

alongside male students for the same credit. Several women earned 

bachelor’s through CCW, the first in 1887. One CCW student, Annie Nathan 

Meyer, was instrumental in the formation of a college for women at the 

University. Barnard opened in 1889, and would ultimately and ironically turn 

out to be the main impediment to making the College coeducational. 

Before 1983, the only modern-day women graduates of Columbia College were Anna Kornbrot ’74E, ’75 and Ann 

(Candy) Stein ’78E, ’78, who were accepted into a joint program between the (coed) Engineering School and the 

College that allowed engineering students to apply to earn a B.A. as well as a B.S. 

“The only visionary I encountered was Peter Pouncey, then-Dean of the College,” Kornbrot wrote in an essay in 

Columbia College Today’s Winter 1992-93 issue for the 10th anniversary of coeducation. “He was in favor of 

coeducation at the College, and, I believe, took a diabolical delight in the predicament my application presented to 

the University.” 

Stein, admitted as an Engineering student, was drawn to Columbia specifically because of the joint program with the 

College. When she arrived on campus expecting to enter the program, the gender barrier hadn’t occurred to her. 

“The catalogue just said ‘engineering student’; it didn’t say anything about male or female,” Stein says. 

Kornbrot had just entered the College through the same loophole. “I was told, ‘We’re fixing it — you now have to get 

your degree from Barnard,’ ” Stein recalls. “I said, ‘I don’t think so. I’m not getting a B.A. from the all-girls school I 



haven’t even taken a class at.’ ” When Pouncey told her to submit her application in writing and she did, she was 

accepted. 

Barnard objected to these exceptions. As it stood, Columbia was for men, 

Barnard was for women, and an intercorporate agreement between the 

schools prohibited Columbia from admitting women. 

The issue of whether, and more pointedly how, to make Columbia 

coeducational was on the minds of faculty and at least some College 

administrators in the 1970s but was not necessarily on the negotiating 

table. Partly this was because of more immediate challenges the 

University — along with New York City and even the country — had been 

grappling with at the time: fiscal crisis, wartime protests and an overall atmosphere of disgruntlement. 

Yet a faculty resolution and student surveys showed that the status quo of an all-male College was unacceptable to 

most faculty and unappealing to most students. In addition to limiting its applicant pool by not admitting female 

students, the College was turning off male potential applicants who did not want to attend an all-male school. “A 

vanishingly small number of students came to Columbia College because it was an all-male college, and many came 

because they had been led to believe that Columbia and Barnard students’ lives were more together than they actually 

were,” says Roger Lehecka ’67, dean of students from 1979-98. 

By the mid-1970s, a portion of undergraduate housing was coed through an exchange program with Barnard, and 

since 1973, the schools allowed cross-registration of most courses, the Core excepted. But the coed experience was 

especially limited for College freshmen, who took Core classes not open to women and most of whom lived in all-male 

Carman Hall. “There were Barnard women, but really they were sequestered from us,” says Steve Cohen ’86, a 

member of the last all-male entering class. “It was a very heavy workload, and it was basically joyless.” 

Lehecka says, “Here we were admitting 700, 750 really smart guys, putting them in Carman and in all-male courses, 

and emotionally a lot of them were less mature at the end of the freshman year than at the beginning. We weren’t 

providing a sound education in that way.” Some members of the faculty had been campaigning for years for coeducation. “I was driven by the 

romantic idea that my daughter was applying to colleges and could not apply to the College,” says Robert 

Pollack ’61, professor of biological sciences and Dean of the College from 1982-89. “All of this that was 

so desirable to me was unavailable to her. The idea that there were other parents, especially alumni 

parents, of daughters who couldn’t come here seemed inexplicable.” 

Carl Hovde ’50, Dean of the College from 1968-72, and Peter Pouncey, dean from 1972-75, promoted the idea of 

coeducation, and Pouncey sought to make the College coed in 1975 but was prevented by then-president William 

McGill. The exploration that did take place centered on the possibility of merging or partnering with Barnard, but 

Barnard was disinterested in such a path, as it had a firmly established identity and functioning structure as a 
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women’s college and already offered its students the benefits of being part of Columbia University. 

The Core Curriculum also was a factor, as Barnard would need to both require and teach the Core courses in the 

event of a merger. “Fusing with Barnard would have been the end of the Core, because the faculty of Barnard 

wouldn’t teach the Core,” Pollack says. “They refused, and they were right. They have their own curriculum.” The 

Columbia faculty, however, were equally insistent on maintaining the Core, as well as opening the College to women. 

“In the end, what many of us failed to understand is that Barnard wanted to be what it was, a 

women’s college, and Columbia didn’t want to be what it was, a men’s college,” Lehecka says. 

The turning point was in 1980, when then-Dean of the College Arnold Collery, a strong supporter 

of coeducation, appointed a committee of several faculty and active alumni to examine the coed 

question. Ronald Breslow, professor of chemistry and University Professor, chaired the 

committee. “Everyone had a feeling the only choice was to fuse with Barnard, and Barnard would 

be swallowed. It was sort of a stalemate,” Breslow says. “From Barnard’s point of view, there was 

no advantage to going coed, but we [the College] couldn’t afford not to, from a competitive 

standpoint. Collery deserves a lot of credit for deciding something had to be done about it.” 

Breslow and his committee replaced assumptions with actual research. They looked at about a 

dozen other places where a formerly all-male college in proximity to a women’s college had gone 

coed. In each case, the women’s college survived. A prime example, Breslow says, was Notre 

Dame and Saint Mary’s, located across the street from each other. 

Past Deans of the 

College (from top) 

Arnold Collery, 

Robert Pollack ’61 

and Peter Pouncey, 

along with 

University 

The committee also analyzed where College applicants would come from, and reported that 

Columbia College would not be competing with applicants to Barnard as much as with applicants 

to schools such as Penn and Princeton. The Breslow committee concluded that a coed Columbia 

and healthy Barnard could coexist. 

The report was presented to Collery, who “was wildly enthusiastic about it,” Breslow says, and 

subsequently to the president of the University, Michael Sovern ’53. Sovern took the findings to 

the University trustees, who in December 1981 approved making the College coeducational. 

The first and most obvious change was in recruiting and admissions. Following a 

period during which the number of applicants had been stagnating, the school 

received 55 percent more applications in 1983. The 2,169 applications from women 

“exceeded the most optimistic projections for the impact of coeducation on College 

admissions,” CCTreported in Spring 1983. The incoming class of 800 included 357 women, a far 

greater percentage than any other Ivy school in its first year of coeducation. 

“At a stroke, coeducation dramatically improved the intellectual quality of the entering class,’ 



Professor Ronald 

Breslow (bottom), 

were instrumental 

in making the 

College 

coeducational. 

Hovde wrote in an essay in the Winter 1992-93 CCT. “For a few years before that, the students in 

the bottom fifth of the all-male admissions were not as strong as they should have been, and that 

serious problem simply disappeared.” 

Selectivity increased from 40 percent of applicants admitted in 1982 to 31 percent in 1983. 

Average SAT scores for math and verbal increased 10 points each. More than 75 percent of those admitted were in 

the top 10th of their high school class, versus 60 percent the previous year. The class also was more nationally 

representative and ethnically diverse than previous classes. 

Collery appointed a committee on coeducational planning, chaired by Rosenthal, to plan the transition. “The 

Columbia administration did a fine job learning from the mistakes other colleges had made going coeducational and 

was well prepared, anticipating most of the problems that could occur,” says Lorna Duphiney Edmundson, who was 

coordinator of coeducation from 1983-84 and now is president of Wilson College. 

Among the issues to be worked on were establishing a women’s athletics program, revamping housing and health 

services, and addressing any gender biases in the curriculum and classroom. Some in the Columbia community were concerned that admitting women, and thereby roughly halving the 

number of male students, would negatively affect the men’s sports teams. The Fall 1983 CCT included a 

two-page feature by Ronald Blum ’83, “Will coeducation hurt football?” The opening paragraph noted 

that the football team had won only four of its last 44 games. 

A bigger concern was the enormous potential cost of establishing and maintaining a parallel women’s sports 

program, which the then-athletics director, A1 Paul, said cost peer schools $500,ooo-$6oo,ooo per year. “An 

equivalent expenditure would make athletics by far the most expensive cost related to the University’s decision to 

admit women to the College,” reported CCTs then-editor, Jamie Katz ’72, in the Fall 1982 issue. 

Yet Title IX of the Federal education amendments of 1972 made it a requirement to offer both sexes equal 

opportunities to participate in and benefit from “any education program or activity.” This means schools receiving 

Federal funding, Columbia included, must have women’s sports programs equivalent to the men’s. 

A novel solution was negotiated by Pollack in his new position as dean: The Columbia-Barnard Athletic Consortium, 

through which undergraduate women from Columbia, Barnard and Engineering compete on the same teams, 

representing Columbia University. This moved existing Barnard teams to Division I Ivy League competition from 

Division III Seven Sisters, and meant the College’s first women students could compete on varsity teams in fencing, 

tennis, basketball, track and field, cross country, swimming and diving, volleyball and archery. The program soon 

expanded to include other sports, and the consortium remains in place today: Of Columbia’s 29 varsity teams, 15 are 

women’s. 

Rachelle Tunik ’89 competed alongside Barnard women on the crew team during her first year. “I don’t think anyone 

was even conscious of who was in each school,” she says. “We were just exhausted from the workouts!” [Editor’s note: 

The Consortium just celebrated its 25th anniversary. See “Roar, Lion, Roar.”] 



Improving the residence halls also became a priority. Pollack pushed to 

guarantee students housing for all four years as well as to renovate 

existing residence halls, which had become dilapidated. He says, “It was a 

bit of strategy: Use the excuse of coeducation to make it a better place for 

the kids, period.” 

Members of the Columbia women’s soccer 

team celebrate winning the school’s first Ivy 

League championship in 2006. 
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Steve Cohen ’86 says of the 11th floor of John Jay, where he lived his first year, “There were 50 18- to 19-year-old 

boys stuck together, which I think is basically unhealthy. It was like a George Orwell story about being at a boys 

school.” He describes the showers being located past a bank of often-malfunctioning urinals: “They flushed steaming 

hot water, so a cloud of urine settled, and you had to walk through it on the way to the showers.” 

Rosenthal, too, says that faculty and College administrators used coeducation to get the University to allocate 

resources to improve student housing. “The attitude was that guys could manage,” he says, “but when we goaded 

them with images of women coming with their mothers concerned for their well-being, that prompted action.” 

During summer 1983, Carman Hall, where most of the incoming women would be housed, underwent a nearly $1 

million rehabilitation: new paint, furniture and carpeting; repairs to radiators, bathroom appliances and locks; and a 

redesigned main entrance and lounge. 

“I don’t think you’d have known it was the first year of coeducation,” says Susan Kraham ’87, who lived in Carman. 

She and other alumnae say that the transition to coeducation was eased by relationships with more senior Barnard 

students and mentoring by the Barnard faculty. “I wonder if the transition was harder for Barnard women than 

Columbia,” Kraham says. “They were there for the before and after. Columbia women by definition only had the 

after.” 

Katherine Bouma ’88 had a Barnard senior as her Carman RA. “That was smart of them, to bring in some older 

women,” she says. “I had an older female role model, and she told me things like, ‘They’re not girls, they’re women.’ ” 

The coed bathrooms of Wien (formerly Johnson) and Furnald existed for many years — Furnald until 1996 and Wien 

until a couple of years ago (just as other schools are starting to favor coed bathrooms to accommodate transgender 

students). “It was very strange to be an RA to a football team and have to discipline them for playing their radios too 

loud, when they’d seen you in a towel!” says Rita Pietropinto-Kitt ’93, who was an RA in Wien. 

University Health Service had for years served female graduate students, undergraduate Engineering students and 

other women on campus. With a new population of hundreds of young women coming in, a Women’s Health Center 

was opened in John Jay in fall 1983. The College’s Counseling Service was expanded, and educational programs, 

such as on sexual harassment and staying safe, were instituted. 

“It was a decent community that took care of us and didn’t let us be taken advantage of,” Bouma says. 

Student activities had been coed for years, and the College’s women found no glass ceilings to break. “They fit in and 

in many respects took over, in happy ways,” Rosenthal says. By graduation time for the Class of ’87, women held 

about 75 percent of the leadership roles in student organizations and nearly swept the graduation awards. The senior 



class president, salutatorian and valedictorian were all women. “The only men on the program were from the 

administration!” Sovern recently remarked of Class Day 1987. One area of complaint that did come up, for several years, was reports of bias in the classroom. Some 

professors described as “old school,” in this case literally, were either disapproving of having women 

students or unused to it to the extent of not knowing how to engage them. It didn’t help that the faculty 

as well as administration were overwhelmingly male, resulting in a lack of female role models as well 

as perspective, although coeducation itself was brought about almost purely through the initiative and efforts of male 

faculty and administrators. 

The faculty and curriculum needed updating to reflect the reality, not only in the College but in society, that women 

were taking their places as equals. Pollack and Rosenthal met with humanities and social sciences departments to 

discuss the implications of coeducation, sensitivity in the classroom, the need for eventual course changes, and the 

hiring and tenuring process. 

Curricular changes were the most difficult to accomplish. “It’s not a matter of adding women and stirring,” 

Edmundson says. “It’s much more complex.” 

The faculty established a committee on gender studies, the Institute for Research on Women and Gender in 1987, 

and added a major in women’s and gender studies. The Core content was adjusted slightly: Jane Austen was added to 

the Literature Humanities syllabus in 1985, Sappho in 1986 (until 1992) and Virginia Woolf in 1990. 

“I did feel there wasn’t a lot of female representation in the Core,” Tunik says. “It was left to your instructor to 

incorporate the text of women as one of the optional texts. Some did and some didn’t.” 

Pennacchia says that her Lit Hum professor made it clear that he thought Austen and Sappho didn’t belong and that 

he didn’t want to teach them. Some faculty and students, including women, didn’t support what they saw as including 

token female authors on the syllabus. Bouma says that including more women writers in the Core was “a raging 

debate” on campus — much the same as including more ethnic diversity is now. 

After a quarter-century of coeducation, the curriculum continues to evolve 

— for instance, Music Humanities has since added the first woman 

composer, Hildegard of Bingen, to the syllabus — as do the faculty, 

courses and student body, which is ever improving in intellect, diversity 

and breadth of interests. Even the Varsity Show reflects the changes. 

“There’s not quite as much joking about the tradition of studying the dead 

white males as there was when we were there,” says Pietropinto-Kitt, who 

teaches in the theater department. However, she says, “They’re still telling 

the same Barnard jokes 15 years later, which is a shame.” 

“The College got better, more diverse, and rejuvenated in the teaching as 

well,” Pollack says. “It became a safer, happier, more interesting place,” 



PHOTO: EILEEN BARROSO he adds, noting that the country was going through a similar transition. 

Today’s faculty includes many more women; they make up 40 percent of tenure-track and 26 percent of tenured 

professors. “We’ve worked steadily and diligently attracting and hiring women faculty and continue that work, 

especially in the sciences,” says Kathryn Yatrakis, dean of academic affairs. 

In February, Bollinger announced the appointment of the College’s first woman dean, Michele M. Moody-Adams, a 

philosophy professor and administrator from Cornell, which makes a fitting exclamation point to the first 25 years of 

coeducation at Columbia College. 

Shira Boss-Bicak ’93, ’97J, ’98 SIPA, a contributing writer to CCT, is working on her second book. She writes 

about the joys and challenges of having dogs and saving for her third whippet at Saving for Sesame. Read about 

her first book, Green With Envy: A Whole New Way to Look at Financial (Un)Happiness, at www.shiraboss.com. 
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Lookback: The Miracle on Morningside 
’76 Lions go from worst to first, win Ivy baseball crown 

By Jonathan Tayler ’09 Kurt Peters ’78 couldn’t believe it. For the first time in a long time, Peters and the Columbia baseball 

team were on the right side of the ledger against Harvard, and it wasn’t close, either. The first game of 

the Saturday doubleheader had seen 19 batters cross the plate for the Light Blue. Game 2 was well on 

its way to being a rout as well. But Peters, the Lions’ starting third baseman, was still hearing it from 

the Harvard dugout. 

“I had to listen to it the whole time,” Peters says. “We’re kicking the [stuffing] out of them, and they’re ragging on us.” 

So when Peters came up to bat, he decided to show up the jeering Crimson squad. Peters tried to bunt for a base hit, a 

violation of baseball etiquette when your team is comfortably in front. His attempt rolled foul, and when Peters 

returned to the Columbia dugout, head coach Dick Sakala began to reprimand his third baseman. Sakala didn’t get 

far, however, before the towering figure of first baseman Bob Kimutis ’76 intervened. 

“Bob was a big, burly guy with a handlebar mustache, and he used to chew tobacco,” Peters recalls. “He comes over 

and steps in between me and coach Sakala, and he looks at Sakala and he says, ‘When you got ’em down...’ and he 

spits this big wad of chew near Sakala’s foot, ‘you stomp on ’em.’ ” 

“In my mind,” Peters says, “that set the tone for the attitude of the team.” Sakala’s 1976 Columbia team began the year with nowhere to go but up. The Lions had finished the 1975 

Ivy League/Eastern Intercollegiate Baseball League season — the EIBL consisted of the eight Ivies plus 

Army and Navy — with a league-worst record of 3-10-1 and an overall mark of 7-16-1. Although most 

players expected better, a championship was not a realistic goal. 

“Going into my senior year,” says outfielder Charlie Manzione ’76E, “I think we were all hoping for an improvement, 

maybe .500 level or better.” 

“I think we knew that we should be better,” echoes Harry Bauld ’77, who had started every 

game at shortstop for Columbia in 1975. “We seemed to have some talent there in ’75, but it 

was young and unseasoned. We didn’t know what to expect.” 

The team boasted a diverse roster in terms of experience. Kimutis and catcher Jim Bruno 

Lions Sweep 
Penn, 8-6,5-4, 
Capture Title 
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’76 provided the senior leadership. Bauld, second baseman Eddie Backus ’77 and designated hitter Rob Murphy ’77 

had come up together from the freshman team to the varsity. Peters and centerfielder Mike Wilhite ’78, ’07 Arch., 

were sophomores, joining the varsity team for the first time. But arguably the biggest addition to the team was a 

player who had never stepped foot on a collegiate baseball diamond before his first practice in fall 1975. 

By the time Rolando Acosta ’79, ’82L came to Columbia, he already was more accomplished than most 18-year-olds 

could ever hope to be. A standout at DeWitt Clinton H.S. in the Bronx, Acosta had not lost a game as a starting 

pitcher in almost two years. While in high school, he was twice named All-City while leading his team to a city 

championship in 1975, pitching the deciding game at Shea Stadium. 

“I was a cocky kid with very little experience losing on the baseball field,” Acosta recalls. “I don’t know whether I 

could be humbled in those days.” 

After his phenomenal 1975 season, Acosta was recruited by several prominent baseball schools. But he wasn’t 

interested in being just a pitcher. The teenager from the Dominican Republic, who had come to the United States just 

four years earlier, wanted an education as well. It became a choice between Ivy League schools, and given Columbia’s 

reputation and location and the presence of a highly regarded coach in Sakala, it was an easy choice. 

When Acosta arrived at Columbia, it didn’t take long for the brash young hurler to make himself known on the team. 

“He had ... today they call it swagger, back then we called it cockiness,” Kimutis says. 

“Talk about competitive; he had a ridiculous amount of confidence,” Bauld says, “and he came in with a lot of what 

we thought was bluster.” 

The 1976 season was the first in which the Ivy League allowed freshmen to compete on varsity squads. That rule 

change permitted a bevy of players — Acosta, outfielder Tony Ramirez ’79, and pitchers Ricky Espitia ’79 and Tom 

Whelan ’79, among others — to make an immediate impact for the Columbia team. 

“There were so many new faces,” Sakala said at the time. “As far as they were concerned, there was no past. They 

didn’t relate to last year or the year before.” 

Acosta had every expectation that he would be a difference maker for the Lions. 

“It never occurred to me,” Acosta says, “that I would be anything other than one of the top pitchers on the team.” The 1976 season started much the same way 1975 had ended. With snow blanketing New York City, 

Columbia’s team headed south, as it did every year, to play a spring break schedule of southern colleges. 

That year’s opponents included NCAA Division II champion Florida Southern, as well as regional 

powerhouses Rollins, Eckerd and Jacksonville. With only indoor practices under their belt, the Lions 

won just once in seven games. 

But to the players, Florida felt like the start of something new. “We had a couple of really good games,” Bauld says. 



“When we came out of Florida, we knew that we were pretty good.” 

It was clear that the talent level was high. Acosta pitched well in his first collegiate starts, as did Whelan and Espitia. 

Murphy hit .385 on the trip. And Kimutis, who had quit the Columbia football team before the season in order to 

dedicate himself to baseball, began a 1976 campaign that would transform him into an almost-mythological figure in 

the minds of his teammates. 

“From the beginning, something came upon him. He was just killing the ball,” Acosta remembers. “It seemed like no 

one could get him out,” Manzione adds. 

Columbia assured of title share 
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For Kimutis, who had picked Columbia over Harvard and 

Cornell, his senior season offered him a chance to go out, 

athletically, on his own terms. 

“I pretty much carried a football mentality to the baseball 

field,” Kimutis explains. “I was not someone that was going 

to back down from anybody or anything at any time.” 

The 6-2, 245-lb. Kimutis — “For those days, that was not a 

little guy on the baseball field,” he says with a laugh — took 

it upon himself to lead the team as a senior. And it started 

with his mentality at the plate, where the right-handed 

Kimutis stopped trying to pull every pitch and instead 

worked the entire field. The result was a stunning display of offense, including numerous home runs over the short 

fence in Columbia’s right field and into the Hudson River just beyond. 

“He was putting it in the middle of the river so many times, people were saying, ‘Where the hell was this guy for three 

years?’ ” Acosta says. 

Perhaps most importantly, the team was beginning to grow confidence that it could awaken a baseball program 

whose distant past included Hall of Famers Eddie Collins (Class of 1907) and Lou Gehrig ’25 but that had not won 

anything in more than a decade. 

“What needed to happen was [the creation of] a chemistry that would somehow do away with this mentality of, 

‘There’s no way for us to win.’ ” Acosta says. 

“We came out of Florida very confident and thinking that we could play well against the Ivy teams,” Bauld says. “But 

the question was: How does a team learn how to win?” When Columbia started winning, the victories came fast and furious. The Lions swept three games 

against Yale and Brown in their first weekend of conference play, outscoring their opponents by a 

combined 25-10, with Kimutis hitting three home runs and driving in nine runs to earn EIBL 



Player of the Week honors. “Once we swept that weekend, you saw the attitude changing with some of the folks who 

had negative experiences,” Acosta says. 

The league domination continued as the Lions stomped Dartmouth 7-0 behind Acosta’s two-hit pitching, then 

scored 33 runs to sweep a doubleheader from Harvard to push their league record to 6-0. “My job’s easy this year,” 

Sakala joked to Spectator. “I just show up to the games.” 

The combination of a potent offense — “We’ll lull you to sleep, and then all of a sudden pow, pow and it’s all over,” 

Wilhite told Spectator — and the 1-2 punch of Acosta and Backus at the top of the pitching rotation carried the team. 

“I forget how many records were broken, but it felt like we were breaking records every day,” Acosta says. 

Columbia finally slipped against Army the next weekend, the Cadets dealing Acosta his first loss of the season. The 

next day, the Lions dropped the opener of a doubleheader against Cornell 10-2; a loss in the nightcap might have 

ended Columbia’s pennant hopes, but Wilhite had other ideas. After he crushed a home run in his first at-bat on a 

pitch “at eye height [that he] tomahawks 380 feet over the wall in left field,” according to Bauld, Wilhite came up 

again in the ninth inning. Columbia had scored two runs to trim the deficit to 6-5 and had a man on first when 

Wilhite stepped to the plate. 

“Same thing happens,” Bauld says. “Wilhite gets behind in the count, it’s a different pitcher, and he throws another 

pitch up there, about eye level, and Wilhite tomahawks that one to the same spot in left field.” The home run gave the 

Lions a 7-6 win and a split of their doubleheader against Cornell and kept them in the pennant chase. 

In its next weekend games, Columbia beat Princeton 8-3 and swept Navy 1-0 and 11-1. All that was left was a 

doubleheader on April 28 against defending league champion Penn in Philadelphia. The winner would take home the 

EIBL title. 

“Once we saw the possibility of winning, there was no way in hell we were going to let Penn stand in the way of that,” 

Acosta says. “We went in there to drive that stake through their heart.” It wouldn’t be a storybook season if the underdogs didn’t win it all. In 

that sense, the Penn games could be seen as anticlimactic, the ending 

long ago scripted along with an entire season that had seemed 

impossible almost from the start. 

“I remember being pretty expectant,” Peters says. “I expected us to win.” 

“We were all believers at that point,” Acosta added. “I remember people 

telling me, ‘This team hasn’t won in, like, 300 years. Are you crazy? Lou 

Gehrig’s not here,’ and I’m like, ‘We have the talent, we’ve already cleaned 

out the division anyway.’ ” 

Rolando Acosta ’79, ’82L in his College 

game-playing days. 

In the opener, Kimutis snapped a 5-5 tie with a niv t rniv<7 



run-scoring triple in a three-run fifth inning, and the Lions held on to win 8-6. In the second game, Wilhite’s two-run 

homer capped a three-run rally in the seventh inning that lifted Columbia to a 5-4 win and the league title with a 

12-2 record. 

The EIBL title earned Columbia a berth in the NCAA Northeast Regional, where the Lions lost to Temple 6-2 and St. 

John’s 10-5. Those games were forgettable to most of the players; what stuck with them was a once-in-a-lifetime 

season in which Columbia went from the bottom of its league to the top. 

“When the time came, people just came through, and we expected it to happen,” says Bauld, who had batted just .216 

in 1975 but led the Lions with a .364 mark in their championship season. “It’s just that strange, unique kind of 

constellation of things that come together at times.” 

Acosta started 11 games and compiled a 5-4 record, including 4-1 in the EIBL, and led the team with 52 strikeouts 

and a 3.33 ERA. Bauld was one of nine Lions to hit .300 or better as Columbia compiled a team average of .297, 

including .301 in league play. Kimutis slugged seven home runs, drove in 32 runs and walked 25 times in 29 games, 

and Wilhite backed him up with four home runs and 28 RBI. 

“The funny part about this is that we did something that nobody expected, and when we did it, I’m not sure anybody 

really knew what to do with it,” Kimutis says. 

The Lions could never quite repeat their 1976 success. Columbia shared the league title in 1977 with Cornell before 

losing a one-game playoff for a berth in the NCAA Tournament, but slumped to 8-6 the year after and soon dropped 

from the ranks of contenders. The 1976 title would be Columbia’s only outright baseball crown until 2008. 

The players moved on with their lives away from baseball. Acosta went to the Law School and became a judge. 

Kimutis became a mining engineer. Bauld joined the staff of Horace Mann H.S. as a teacher. There have been 

reunions, informal and infrequent, but the players never forgot the team or each other, years after that 

championship doubleheader at Penn. 

“I think we’ve had quite a bit of attention paid to us, and to think that however many years later people still think of 

us, it’s a good thing,” Peters reflected. “There have been a lot of Ivy League champions since then, but people still 

think about our team.” 

“We made believers out of everyone else,” Acosta says. 

Jonathan Tayler ’09 was an editor and staff writer for the sports section of the Columbia Daily Spectator. 
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Modern Friendships Phillip Lop ate ’64 — editor, essayist, novelist, poet and film critic 

— is professor of professional practice at the School of the Arts. His 

most recent works include a book of novellas, Two Marriages 

(Other Press, 2008), and Notes on Sontag (Princeton University Press, 

2009). The following essay (which first appeared in Texas Monthly) comes 

from his acclaimed collection, Against Joie De Vivre: Personal Essays, 

recently reissued by Bison Books. 

Herbert Gold ’46, in his original New York Times review of Against Joie de 

Vivre, wrote: “Mr. Lopate’s eloquence and wit are instructive about the 

glamorous foreign lands of chagrin ...He has something refreshing for that 

generic essay subject, friendship, a school for character in which friends 

exchange their limited intimacies and offer forgiveness for the catastrophe 

of personality.” 

Rose Kernochan ’82 Barnard 

Is there anything left to say about friendship after so many great essayists have picked over the bones of the 

subject? Probably not. Aristotle and Cicero, Seneca and Montaigne, Bacon and Samuel Johnson, Hazlitt, 

Emerson, and Lamb have all taken their cracks at it; since the ancients, friendship has been a sort of 

examination subject for the personal essayist. It is partly the very existence of such wonderful prior models that lures 

the newcomer to follow in the others’ footsteps, and partly a self-referential aspect of the genre, since the personal 

essay is itself an attempt to establish a friendship on the page between writer and reader. 

Friendship has been called “love without wings,” implying a want of lyrical 

afflatus. On the other hand, the Stoic definition of love (“Love is the attempt 

to form a friendship inspired by beauty”) seems to suggest that friendship 

came first. Certainly a case can be made that the buildup of affection and the 

yearning for more intimacy, without the release of sexual activity, keeps 

friends in a state of sweet-sorrowful itchiness that has as much romantic 

quality as a love affair. We know that a falling-out between two old friends 

can leave a deeper and more perplexing hurt than the ending of a love affair, 



perhaps because we are more pessimistic about the latter’s endurance from the start. 

Our first attempted friendships are within the family. It is here we practice the techniques of listening 

sympathetically and proving that we can be trusted, and learn the sort of kindness we can expect in return. I have a 

sister, one year younger than I, who often took care of me when I was growing up. Once, when I was about fifteen, 

unable to sleep and shivering uncontrollably with the start of a fever, I decided in the middle of the night to go into 

her room and wake her. She held me, performing the basic service of a friend — presence — and the chills went away. 

There is something tainted about these family friendships, however. This same sister, in her insecure adolescent 

phase, told me: “You love me because I’m related to you, but if you were to meet me for the first time at a party, you’d 

think I was a jerk and not worth being your friend.” She had me in a bind: I had no way of testing her hypothesis. I 

should have argued that even if our bond was not freely chosen, our decision to work on it had been. Still, we are 

quick to dismiss the partiality of our family members when they tell us we are talented, cute, or lovable; we must go 

out into the world and seduce others. 

It is just a few short years from the promiscuity of the sandbox to the tormented, possessive feelings of a fifth grader 

who has just learned that his best and only friend is playing at another classmate’s house after school. There may be 

worse betrayals in store, but probably none is more influential than the sudden fickleness of an elementary school 

friend who has dropped us for someone more popular after all our careful, patient wooing. Often we lose no time 

inflicting the same betrayal on someone else, just to ensure that we have got the victimization dynamic right. 

What makes friendships in childhood and adolescence so poignant is that we need the chosen comrade to be 

everything in order to rescue us from the gothic inwardness of family life. Even if we are lucky enough to have several 

companions, there must be a Best Friend, knightly dubbed as though victor of an Arthurian tournament. 

I clung to the romance of the Best Friend all through high school, college, and beyond, until my university circle 

began to disperse. At that point, in my mid-twenties, I also “acted out” the dark competitive side of friendship that 

can exist between two young men fighting for a place in life and love, by doing the one unforgivable thing: sleeping 

with my best friend’s girl. I was baffled at first that there was no way to repair the damage. I lost this friendship 

forever, and came away from that debacle much more aware of the amount of injury that friendship can and cannot 

sustain. Perhaps I needed to prove to myself that friendship was not an all-permissive, resilient bond, like a mother’s 

love, but something quite fragile. Precisely because Best Friendship promotes such a merging of identities, such 

seeming boundary-lessness, the first major transgression of trust can cause the injured party to feel he is fighting for 

his violated soul against his darkest enemy. There is not much room to maneuver in a best friendship between 

unlimited intimacy and unlimited mistrust. 

Still, it was not until the age of thirty that I reluctantly abandoned the Best Friend expectation and took up a more 

pluralistic model. At present, I cherish a dozen friends for their unique personalities, without asking that anyone be 

my soul-twin. Whether this alteration constitutes a movement toward maturity or toward cowardly pragmatism is 

not for me to say. It maybe that, in refusing to depend so much on any one friend, I am opting for self-protection 

over intimacy. Or it may be that, as we advance into middle age, the life problem becomes less that of establishing a 



tight dyadic bond and more one of making our way in a broader world, “society.” Indeed, since Americans have so 

indistinct a notion of society, we often try to put friendship networks in its place. If a certain intensity is lost in the 

pluralistic model of friendship, there is also the gain of being able to experience all of one’s potential, half-buried 

selves, through witnessing the spectacle of the multiple fates of our friends. Since we cannot be polygamists in our 

conjugal life, at least we can do so with friendship. As it happens, the harem of friends, so tantalizing a notion, often 

translates into feeling pulled in a dozen different directions, with the guilty sense of having disappointed everyone a 

little. It is also a risky, contrived enterprise to try to make one’s friends behave in a friendly manner toward each 

other: if the effort fails one feels obliged to mediate; if it succeeds too well, one is jealous. Whether friendship is intrinsically singular and exclusive, or plural and democratic, is a question that 

has vexed many commentators. Aristotle distinguished three types of friendship in The Nicomachean 

Ethics: “friendship based on utility,” such as businessmen cultivating each other for benefit; 

“friendship based on pleasure,” like young people interested in partying; and “perfect friendship.” The first two 

categories Aristotle calls “qualified and superficial friendships,” because they are founded on circumstances that 

could easily change; the last, which is based on admiration for another’s good character, is more permanent, but also 

rarer, because good men “are few.” Cicero, who wrote perhaps the best treatise on friendship, also insisted that what 

brings true friends together is “a mutual belief in each other’s goodness.” This insistence on virtue as a precondition 

for true friendship may strike us as impossibly demanding: who, after all, feels himself good nowadays? And yet, if I 

am honest, I must admit that the friendships of mine which have lasted longest have been with those whose integrity, 

or humanity, or strength to bear their troubles I continue to admire. Conversely, when I lost respect for someone, 

however winning he otherwise remained, the friendship petered away almost immediately. “Remove respect from 

friendship,” said Cicero, “and you have taken away the most splendid ornament it possesses.” 

Montaigne distinguished between friendship, which he saw as a once-in-a-lifetime experience, and the calculating 

worldly alliances around him, which he thought unworthy of the name. In paying tribute to his late friend Etienne de 

la Boetie, Montaigne wrote: “Having so little time to last, and having begun so late, for we were both grown men, and 

he a few years older than I, it could not lose time and conform to the pattern of mild and regular friendships, which 

need so many precautions in the form of long preliminary association. Our friendship has no other model than itself, 

and can be compared only with itself. It is not one special consideration, nor two, nor three, nor four, nor a thousand: 

it is I know not what quintessence of all this mixture, which, having seized my whole will, led it to plunge and lose 

itself in his; which, having seized his whole will, led it to plunge and lose itself in mine, with equal hunger, equal 

rivalry... So many coincidences are needed to build up such a friendship that it is a lot if fortune can do it once in 

three centuries.” This seems a bit high hat: since the sixteenth century, our expectations of friendship may have 

grown more plebeian. Even Emerson, in his grand romantic essay on the subject, allowed as how he was not up to the 

Castor-and-Pollux standard “I am not quite so strict in my terms, perhaps because I have never known so high a 

fellowship as others.” Emerson contents himself with a circle of intelligent men and women, but warns us not to 

throw them together: “You shall have very useful and cheering discourse at several times with two several men, but 

let all three of you come together, and you shall not have one new and hearty word. Two may talk and one may hear, 

but three cannot take part in a conversation of the most sincere and searching sort.” 
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imagine a nonverbal friendship revolving around shared 

physical work or sport, but for me, good talk is the point of the thing. Indeed, the ability to generate conversation by 

the hour is the most promising indication, during its uncertain early stages, that a possible friendship will take hold. 

In the first few conversations there may be an exaggeration of agreement, as both parties angle for adhesive surfaces. 

But later on, trust builds through the courage to assert disagreement, through the tactful acceptance that differences 

of opinion will have to remain. 

Some view like-mindedness as both the precondition and product of friendship. Myself, I distrust it. I have one friend 

who keeps assuming that we see the world eye-to-eye. She is intent on enrolling us in a flattering aristocracy of taste, 

on the short “we” list against the ignorant “they”; sometimes I do not have the strength to fight her need for 

consensus with my own stubborn disbelief in the existence of any such inner circle of privileged, cultivated sensibility. 

Perhaps I have too much invested in a view of myself as idiosyncratic to be eager to join any coterie, even a coterie of 

two. What attracts me to friends’ conversation is the give-and-take, not necessarily that we come out at the same 

point. 

“Our tastes and aims and views were identical — and that is where the essence of a friendship must always lie,” wrote 

Cicero. To some extent, perhaps, but then the convergence must be natural, not, as Emerson put it, “a mush of 

concession. Better be a nettle in the side of your friend than his echo.” And Francis Bacon observed that “the best 

preservative to keep the mind in health is the faithful admonition of a friend.” Friendship is a school for character, allowing us the chance to study in great detail and over time 

temperaments very different from our own. These charming quirks, these contradictions, these nobilities, 

these blind spots of our friends we track not out of disinterested curiosity: we must have this information 

before knowing how far we may relax our guard, how much we may rely on them in crises. The learning curve of 

friendship involves, to no small extent, filling out this picture of the other’s limitations and making peace with the 

results. (With one’s own limitations there may never be peace.) Each time I hit up against a friend’s inflexibility I am 

relieved as well as disappointed: I can begin to predict, and arm myself in advance against repeated bruises. I have 

one friend who is always late, so I bring a book along when I am to meet her. If I give her a manuscript to read and 

she promises to look at it over the weekend, I start preparing myself for a month-long wait. 

Not that one ever gives up trying to educate the friend to one’s needs. I approach such matters experimentally: 

sometimes I will pride myself in tactfully circumventing the friend’s predicted limitation, even if it means 

relinquishing all hope of getting the response I want; at other times I will confront a problem with intentional 

tactlessness, just to see if any change is still possible. 

I have a dear old friend, Richard, who shies away from personal confidences. Years go by without my learning 

anything about his love life, and he does not encourage the baring of my soul either, much as I like that sort of thing. 

But we share so many other interests and values that that limitation seems easily borne, most of the time. Once, 

however, I found myself in a state of emotional despair; I told him I had exhausted my hopes of finding love or 

success, that I felt suicidal, and he changed the topic, patently embarrassed. I was annoyed both at his emotional 



rigidity and at my own stupidity — after all, I’d enough friends who ate up this kind of confessional talk, why foist on 

Richard what I might have predicted he couldn’t, or wouldn’t, handle? For a while I sulked, annoyed at him for 

having failed me, but I also began to see my despair through his eyes as melodramatic, childish petulance, and I 

began to let it go. As it happened, he found other ways during our visit to be so considerate that I ended up feeling 

better, even without our having had a heart-to-heart talk. I suppose the moral is that a friend can serve as a 

corrective to our insular miseries simply by offering up his essential otherness. 

Though it is often said that with a true friend there is no need to hold anything back (“A friend is a person with whom 

I may be sincere. Before him I may think aloud,” wrote Emerson), I have never found this to be entirely the case. 

Certain words may be too cruel if spoken at the wrong moment — or may fall on deaf ears, for any number of 

reasons. I also find with each friend, as they must with me, that some initial resistance, restlessness, psychic weather 

must be overcome before that tender ideal attentiveness may be called forth. 

I have a good friend, Charlie, who is often very distracted whenever we first get together. If we are sitting in a cafe he 

will look around constantly for the waiter, or be distracted by a pretty woman or the restaurant’s cat. It would be 

foolish for me to broach an important subject at such moments, so I resign myself to waiting the half hour or 

however long it takes until his jumpiness subsides. Or else I draw this pattern grumpily to his attention. Once he has 

settled down, however, I can tell Charlie virtually anything, and he me. But the candor cannot be rushed. It must be 

built up to with the verbal equivalent of limbering exercises. The Friendship Scene — a flow of shared confidences, recognitions, humor, advice, speculation, even wisdom 

— is one of the key elements of modern friendships. Compared to the rest of life, this ability to lavish one’s 

best energies on an activity utterly divorced from the profit motive and free from the routines of domination 

and inequality that affect most relations (including, perhaps, the selfsame friendship at other times) seems idyllic. 

The Friendship Scene is by its nature not an everyday occurrence. It represents the pinnacle, the fruit of the 

friendship, potentially ever-present but not always arrived at. Both friends’ dim yet self-conscious awareness that 

they are wandering conversationally toward a goal that they have previously accomplished but which may elude them 

this time around creates a tension, an obligation to communicate as sincerely as possible, like actors in an 

improvisation exercise struggling to shape their baggy material into some climactic form. This very pressure to 

achieve “quality” communication may induce a sort of inauthentic epiphany, not unlike what happens sometimes in 

the last ten minutes of a psychotherapy session. But a truly achieved Friendship Scene can be among the best 

experiences life has to offer. 

I remember one such afternoon when Michael, a close writer-friend, and I met at a cafeteria on a balmy Saturday in 

early spring and talked for three and a half hours. There were no outside time pressures that particular afternoon, a 

rare occurrence for either of us. At first we caught up with our latest business, the sort of items that might have gone 

into a biweekly bulletin sent to any number of acquaintances. Then gradually we settled into an area of perplexing 

unresolved impressions. I would tell Michael about A’s chance, seemingly hostile remark toward me at a gathering, 

and he would report that the normally ebullient B looked secretly depressed. These were the memory equivalents of 

food grains stuck in our teeth, which we were now trying to free with our tongues: anecdotal fragments I was not even 

sure had any point, until I started fashioning them aloud for Michael’s interest. Together we diagnosed our mutual 



acquaintances, each other’s character, and, from there, the way of the world. In the course of our free associations we 

eventually descended into what was really bothering us. I learned he was preoccupied with the fate of an old college 

friend who was dying of AIDS; he, that my father was in poor health and needed two operations. We had touched 

bottom — mortality — and it was reassuring to settle there awhile. Gradually we rose again, drawn back to the 

questions of ego and career, craft and romance. It was, as I’ve said, a pretty day, and we ended up walking through a 

new mall in Houston, gawking at the window displays of that bland emporium with a reawakened curiosity about the 

consumer treats of America, our attentions turned happily outward now that we had dwelt long enough in the shared 

privacies of our psyches, 

Contemporary urban life, with its tight schedules and crowded appointment books, has helped to shape modern 

friendship into something requiring a good deal of intentionally and pursuit. You phone a friend and make a date a 

week or more in advance; then you set aside an evening, like a tryst, during which to squeeze in all your news and 

advice, confession and opinion. Such intimate compression may add a romantic note to modern friendships, but it 

also places a strain on the meeting to yield a high quality of meaning and satisfaction, closer to art than life, thereby 

increasing the chance for disappointment. If I see certain busy or out-of-town friends only once every six months, we 

must not only catch up on our lives but convince ourselves within the allotted two hours together that we still share a 

special affinity, an inner track to each other’s psyches, or the next meeting may be put off for years. Surely there 

must be another, saner rhythm to friendship in rural areas — or maybe not? I think about “the good old days” when 

friends would go on walking tours through England together, when Edith Wharton would bundle poor Henry James 

into her motorcar and they’d drive to the South of France for a month. I’m not sure my friendships could sustain the 

strain of travel for weeks at a time, and the truth of the matter is that I’ve gotten used to this urban arrangement of 

serial friendship “dates,” where the pleasure of the rendezvous is enhanced by the knowledge that it will only last, at 

most, six hours. If the two of us don’t happen to mesh that day (always a possibility) — well, it’s only a few hours; and 

if it should go beautifully, one needs an escape hatch from exaltation as well as disenchantment. I am capable of only 

so much intense, exciting communication before I start to fade; I come to these encounters equipped with a six-hour 

oxygen tank. Is this an evolutionary pattern of modern friendship, or only a personal limitation? . Perhaps because I conceive of the modern Friendship Scene as a somewhat theatrical enterprise, a one-act 

play, I tend to be very affected by the “set,” so to speak. A restaurant, a museum, a walk in the park through 

the zoo, even accompanying a friend on shopping errands — I prefer public turf where the stimulation of the 

city can play a backdrop to our dialogue, feeding it with details when inspiration flags. True, some of the most 

cherished friendship scenes have occurred around a friend’s kitchen table. The problem with restricting the date to 

one another’s houses is that the entertaining friend maybe unable to stop playing the host, or may sink too passively 

into his or her surroundings. Subtle struggles may also develop over which domicile should serve as the venue. 

I have a number of chez moi friends, friends who always invite me to come to their homes while evading offers to visit 

mine. What they view as hospitality I see as a need to control the mise-en-scene of friendship. I am expected to fit in 

where they are most comfortable, while they play lord of the manor, distracted by the props of decor, the pool, the 

unexpected phone call, the swirl of children, animals, and neighbors. Indeed, chez moi friends often tend to keep a 

sort of open house, so that in going over to see them — for a tete-a-tete, I had assumed — I will suddenly find their 



other friends and neighbors, whom they have also invited, dropping in all afternoon. There are only so many Sundays 

I care to spend hanging out with a friend’s entourage before becoming impatient for a private audience. 

Married friends who own their own homes are much more apt to try to draw me into their domestic fold, whereas 

single people are often more sensitive about establishing a discreet space for the friendship to occur. Perhaps the 

married assume that a bachelor like myself is desperate for home cooking and a little family life. I have noticed that 

it is not an easy matter to pry a married friend away from mate and milieu. For married people, especially those with 

children, the home often becomes the wellspring of all their nurturing feelings, and the single friend is invited to 

partake in the general flow. Maybe there is also a certain tendency on their parts to kill two birds with one stone: they 

don’t see enough of their spouse and kids, and figure they can visit with you all at the same time. And maybe they 

need one-on-one friendship less, hampered as they are by responsibilities that no amount of camaraderie or 

discussion can change. Often friendship in these circumstances is not even a pairing, but a mixing together of two 

sets of parents and children willy-nilly. What would the ancients say about this? In Rome, according to Bacon, “the 

whole senate dedicated an altar to Friendship, as to a goddess ... ” From my standpoint, friendship is a jealous 

goddess. Whenever a friend of mine marries, I have to fight to overcome the feeling that I am being “replaced” by the 

spouse. I don’t mind sharing a friend with his family milieu — in fact I like it, up to a point — but eventually I must 

get the friend alone, or else, as a bachelor at a distinct power disadvantage, I risk becoming a mere spectator of 

familial rituals instead of a key player in the drama of friendship. 

A person living alone usually has more control over his or her schedule, hence more energy to give to friendship. If 

anything, the danger is of investing too much emotional energy in one’s friends. When a single person is going 

through a romantic dry spell he or she often tries to extract the missing passion from a circle of friends. This works 

only up to a point: the frayed nerves of protracted celibacy can lead to hypersensitive imaginings of slights and 

rejections, during which times one’s platonic friends seem to come particularly into the line of fire. Today, with the partial decline of the nuclear family and the search for alternatives to it, we also see attempts 

to substitute the friendship web for intergenerational family life. Since psychoanalysis has alerted us to 

regard the family as a minefield of unrequited love, manipulation, and ambivalence, it is only natural that 

people may look to friendship as a more supportive ground for relation. But in our longing for an unequivocally 

positive bond, we should beware of sentimentalizing friendship, as saccharine “buddy” movies or certain feminist 

novels do, of neutering its problematic, destructive aspects. Besides, friendship can never substitute for the true 

meaning of family: if nothing else, it will never be able to duplicate the family’s wild capacity for concentrating 

neurosis. 

In short, friends can’t be your family, they can’t be your lovers, they can’t be your psychiatrists. But they can be your 

friends, which is plenty. For, as Cicero tells us, “friendship is the noblest and most delightful of all the gifts the gods 

have given to mankind.” And Bacon adds: “it is a mere and miserable solitude to want true friends, without which the 

world is but a wilderness ...” 

When I think about the qualities that characterize the best friendships I’ve known, I can identify five: rapport, 

affection, need, habit, and forgiveness. Rapport and affection can only take you so far; they may leave you at the 



formal, outer gate of goodwill, which is still not friendship. A persistent need for the other’s company, for their 

interest, approval, opinion, will get you inside the gates, especially when it is reciprocated. In the end, however, there 

are no substitutes for habit and forgiveness. A friendship may travel for years on cozy habit. But it is a melancholy 

fact that unless you are a saint you are bound to offend every friend deeply at least once in the course of time. The 

friends I have kept the longest are those who forgave me for wronging them, unintentionally, intentionally, or by the 

plain catastrophe of my personality, time and again. There can be no friendship without forgiveness. 

Originally published in the February 1988 issue of Texas Monthly. Reprinted with permission of Texas Monthly and 

the author. © 1988 Phillip Lopate. 
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Applying Cognitive Science to Education: Thinking and Learning in Scientific and Other Complex 

Domains by Frederick Reif’48. Reif draws on his knowledge of the brain and on years of experience as a college 

professor to provide educators with teaching strategies that better align with students’ thought processes and 

learning needs (The MIT Press, $38). 

Blindfold Chess: History, Psychology, Techniques, Champions, World Records, and Important 

Games by Eliot Hearst ’53 and John Knott. Hearst and Knott delve into the history of and psychology behind 

blindfold chess, a variation on the traditional game in which participants play without ever seeing the chessboard 

(McFarland & Co., Inc., Publishers, $65). 

The New Music Theater: Seeing the Voice, Hearing the Body by Eric Salzman ’54 and Thomas Desi. The 

authors examine the recent emergence of alternatives to opera and mainstream musicals in American theater 

(Oxford University Press, $39.95). 

Lionel Trilling [’25] & Irving Howe: And Other Stories of Literary Friendship by Edward Alexander ’57. 

Alexander describes the close relationships as well as the enmities that developed between several pairs of important 

literary figures during the 19th and 20th centuries (Transaction Publishers, $34.95). 

Robert B. Heilman: His Life in Letters edited by Edward Alexander ’57, 

Richard J. Dunn and Paul Jaussen. During his many years as a college 

administrator and English professor, Heilman distinguished himself as a 

defender of academic freedom and a proponent of the New Criticism. This 

volume’s editors have compiled his correspondence with some of the most 

influential writers of the past century, including Saul Bellow and William 

Carlos Williams (University of Washington Press, $60). 

Meyer Schapiro [’24] Abroad: Letters to Lillian and Travel 

Notebooks edited by Daniel Esterman ’65. Esterman, the nephew of famous 

Columbia art history professor Schapiro, has collected and edited his uncle’s 

observations about foreign culture and art (Getty Publications, $39.95). 

Antiques: The History of an Idea by Leon Rosenstein ’65. Rosenstein 

explains the drive to own antiques as a historical and cultural phenomenon 

(Cornell University Press, $35). 



Network-Centric Warfare: How Navies Learned to Fight Smarter Through Three World Wars by 

Norman Friedman ’67. The author analyzes the phenomenon of network-centric warfare, a military strategy that 

relies on highly organized structures for the sharing of information, using historical examples to explain how the 

technique developed during the 1900s (Naval Institute Press, $32.95). 

Classroom Virtuoso: Recollections of a Life in Learning by Victor L. Cahn ’69. Cahn recalls his years as a 

secondary school teacher and college professor while at the same time offering advice to would-be educators 

(Rowman & Littlefield Education, $32.95). 

Roses in December: And Other Plays by Victor L. Cahn ’69. This collection of plays highlights the humor, 

drama and, at times, absurdity of human relationships (Resource Publications, $53). 

Homer’s Cosmic Fabrication: Choice and Design in the Iliad by Bruce Heiden ’72. Heiden diverges from 

previous scholars who have limited their discussions of the Iliad to the work’s original function as an oral poem by 

discussing its merits as a written work (Oxford University Press, $74). 

Kormushka by Dalan McEndree. This novel, written under a pseudonym by David Weisz ’73, features protagonist 

Nick White, a former Moscow resident who is asked to return to Russia to investigate the death of a close friend 

(iUniverse, $18.95). 

Evidence of Yiddish Documented in European Societies edited by Marvin Herzog, theAtran Professor 

Emeritus of Yiddish Studies, Ulrike Kiefer, Andrew Sunshine ’79 et al. This collection of articles focuses on the 

history of Jewish language and culture in Europe (Walter de Gruyter, $112). 

Law School 2.0: Legal Education for a Digital Age by David I.C. Thomson ’79. Thomson argues for greater 

inclusion of technology, as a teaching method and an area of study, in law school curricula (LexisNexis, $22). 

Do-It-Yourself Hedge Funds: Everything You Need to Make Millions Right Now by Wayne P. 

Weddington III ’84. The author reveals the inner workings of the hedge fund business to would-be investors 

(Business Plus, $24.99). 

Womenomics: Write Your Own Rules for Success by Claire Shipman ’86 and Katty Kay. Shipman, an ABC 

News senior national correspondent, and her colleague Kay provide women with practical tips for balancing careers 

and home life, stressing the need for working mothers to demand greater flexibility from their employers 

(HarperBusiness, $27.99). 

Stages of Capital: Law, Culture, and Market Governance in Late Colonial India by Ritu Birla ’87. The 

author analyzes the relationship between culture, economics and legal practices in British-occupied India (Duke 

University Press, $23.95). 

The Black Girl Next Door: A Memoir by Jennifer Baszile ’91. Baszile’s memoir describes the experience of 

growing up as one of the only black children in an affluent California suburb [see May/June “Bookshelf’ feature] 



(Touchstone, $25). 

The Disappearance of Objects: New York Art and the Rise of the 

Postmodern City by Joshua Shannon ’94. Shannon writes about the ways 

in which changes in the economic climate of New York City during the 1960s 

affected the work of Robert Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns and other 

contemporary artists (Yale University Press, $60). 

One Nation Under Dog: 

Adventures in the New World of 

Prozac-Popping Puppies, 

Dog-Park Politics, and Organic 

Pet Food by Michael Schaffer ’95. 

The author explains recent advances 

in pet care and what they reveal about American society (Henry Holt and Co., 

$24). 

Prophecy, Alchemy, and the End of Time: John of Rupecissa in the 

Late Middle Ages by Leah DeVun ’97. DeVun examines the life and work of 

John of Rupecissa, a medieval friar, alchemist and prophet of the apocalypse 

(Columbia University Press, $50). 

The Company He Keeps: A 

History of White College Fraternities by Nicholas L. Syrett ’97. This 

historical study details the evolution of fraternities as part of the American 

college system and the consequences that these institutions have had for 

women as well as for men (The University of North Carolina Press, $30). 
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How We Decide by Jonah Lehrer ’03. Lehrer uses recent discoveries in the 

fields of psychology and neuroscience to explain the complex interactions of 

instinct and rational thought that occur during the decision-making process 

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Co., $25). 

“A Long Time Coming”: The Inspiring, Combative 2008 Campaign 

and the Historic Election of Barack Obama by Evan Thomas, with 

reporting by staff writers at Newsweek including Nick Summers ’05. Thomas 

uses Newsweek’s coverage of the 2008 Presidential race to give readers a 

clear picture of the inner workings of the McCain and Obama campaigns 

(PublicAffairs, $22.95). 

The Body Adorned: Dissolving Boundaries Between Sacred and 

Profane in India’s Art by Vidya Dehejia, the Barbara Stoler Miller 

Professor of Indian and South Asian Art. Dehejia describes the portrayal of 

the human form in the art of premodern India and its relation to religious 

practices (Columbia University Press, $40). 

How We 
Decide 

JONAH LEHRER 

Grace Laidlaw ’11 

Columbia College Authors! 

Please send us your latest book, to be included in an upcoming issue. We welcome new or 

recently published books by College alumni, faculty and students as well as books about the 

College and its people. Please send early-stage copies as promptly as possible to: 

Bookshelf Editor 

Columbia College Today 

Columbia Alumni Center 

622 W. 113th St., MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 

Please be patient — we receive a great many submissions and your book may not appear for 

several issues. We also advise that alumni send an update about the book (and themselves) to 

their Class Notes correspondent so as to gain additional publication coverage. 
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Exploring the Underground with Mark Rudd ’69 
By Elizabeth King Humphrey ’88 In 1968, according to Mark Rudd ’69, Columbia experienced “one of the longest and strongest student strikes 

in U.S. history.” While some have applauded the actions that ultimately shut down the University for weeks, 

others view the activities as having done irreparable harm to the University and forever altering the 

relationships among faculty, administration and students. Rudd, as the student leader of the Columbia branch of 

Students for a Democratic Society, was in part responsible for the direction the protests took and was an intimate of 

those who went on to stage underground guerrilla warfare against the United States. After Rudd was expelled from 

Columbia, he became a fugitive from justice for several years. 

More than 40 years later, Rudd still is asking people to engage in mass 

movements to make change, which he says is one of the reasons why he wrote 

Underground: My Life with SDS and the Weathermen (William Morrow, 

2009). Nowadays, Rudd is looking for people to come together to fight 

against the high costs of higher education, the need for universal health care 

and environmental issues. Rudd says Underground demonstrates important 

lessons for young people about what are the good and bad attempts at 

organizing for change. 

Columbia has a pivotal role in the book as the backdrop to Rudd’s actions in 

1968, which were key in the demonstrations that shut down the University, 

and sparked similar student protests around the country and globe the 

following year. 

This memoir recounts Rudd’s distancing himself from his Maplewood, N. J., 

roots as he embarked on his political coming of age and, upon joining the 

Columbia branch of Students for a Democratic Society, learned techniques of organizing a community. Rudd also 

details the downward and deadly spiral taken by SDS and the Weathermen, a later faction of the SDS, as they 

indoctrinated themselves into guerrilla warfare. 

Rudd arrived on the Columbia campus in fall 1965. He reports in his book that when he refused to wear the 

then-traditional first-year beanie, his mother turned to his father and said, “We’re in for trouble.” 

Underground dissects the 12 years Rudd engaged in antagonistic relationships with authority: the University 



administration, the U.S. government and, finally, the increasingly splintering and militant Weathermen. In 1970, a 

federal grand jury indicted 12 leaders of the Weathermen on felony charges to incite riots tied to the fall 1969 Days of 

Rage demonstrations in Chicago. Rudd also faced charges of criminal trespass based on the occupation of Columbia 

buildings during the 1968 protests. 

A third of the book details 1965-68, which were the years Rudd attended 

Columbia. Here he describes his indoctrination in protest organizing, 

centering on Vietnam War politics and Morningside Heights activism. Rudd 

writes of his transformation from a politically naive suburban teenager into 

the leader of the campus SDS and a savvy political organizer. 

“Young people don’t knowhow mass movements were organized,” Rudd says. 

“This book, the first part of the book, is about good organizing; the second 

part of the book is about bad organizing.” 

Robert Friedman ’69, the former editor-in-chief of Spectator who came to 

know Rudd, says, “Mark was a product of 1968 and what was an amazing 

year. It’s hard to get your head around it.” Friedman covered the campus 

occupation in 1968 and says it was an “intense moment. American cities were 

burning.” 

According to Friedman, at that time Rudd was “just right in terms of when to be confrontational and in leading an 

increasing number of people to follow him and understanding the media and the news and the organizational issues 

surrounding building a protest movement. Then it went to his head.” 

The Columbia SDS protested the war, University ties with the Pentagon through research programs and a proposed 

gymnasium in Morningside Park. “I couldn’t stand the hypocrisy of claiming to be ‘value-neutral’ while at the same 

time doing research for the war in Vietnam; also, I couldn’t stand the elite white nature of the place,” Rudd says. 

Friedman, now an editor-at-large at Bloomberg News, says that there was a “growing sense of upheaval that 

pervaded the atmosphere at Columbia College ... The world was blowing up outside our doors. [Rudd] stepped out 

and up.” 

The Columbia protests, Rudd says, did not happen spontaneously but centered upon base building and coalition 

building, much as the civil or labor rights movements had been established. Since 2003, Rudd writes in 

Underground, when he addresses students, they are amazed that the Spring ’68 protests “were the product of more 

than six years of concerted, focused, and unrelenting organizing, going all the way back to the Columbia chapter of 

the Congress of Racial Equality in 1962.” 

In Underground, Rudd gives great detail to the issues the Columbia SDS were protesting, how the protests increased 

— as did the rhetoric — and how the April 23 protest, which would force the hand of the University over a rule 

barring indoor demonstrations, moved from its intended target of a locked Low Library to the gymnasium 

Mark Rudd ’69 
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One course short of graduating from Barnard in 1968, LeGrand, who met Rudd while in college, spent a year 

traveling before returning to the U.S. The couple renewed ties when they both were living in California. In 1981, 

LeGrand received her degree from Barnard. 

The couple had one child while living as fugitives and another shortly after they returned above ground. While living 

underground, Rudd, who worked a series of manual labor jobs in California, New Mexico, Pennsylvania and New 

York, moved several times. 

Rudd, who separated from the Weathermen in late 1970, writes that living underground was a fruitless time for him 

in terms of community organizing and protesting. He also details his growing estrangement from others involved as 

the Weather Underground Organization, as it became known in 1973, “had publicly taken credit for 24 bombings.” 

In late 1976, Rudd and his wife started preparing to return above ground because, he writes, “The organization no 

longer existed, and a mass inversion [bringing everyone out of hiding as a unit] seemed unlikely. The effort had 

degenerated into mindless Stalinism, cruelty and betrayal. Even if I had to do time in prison, I thought, it would be 

better than this madness.” Rudd secretly met with his lawyer and arranged to surface in September 1977. He rode 

the subway to the courthouse and was released on his own recognizance. Rudd writes that some charges had been 

dropped in 1973; others were reduced, and, while he faced probation, he was not incarcerated. 

Although Rudd never received his degree from Columbia, he earned his bachelor’s in education from the University 

of New Mexico in 1980 and taught remedial math in a community college for 26 years. Now retired, he is married to 

Marla Painter, a community and political organizer. 

The book’s epilogue is an emotional homecoming for Rudd. He writes that while he had visited Columbia through the 

years, in April 2008, during a reunion and commemoration of the campus protests, “It was the first time, too, in 40 

years, in which I felt physically comfortable on the Columbia campus.” This final section tidies some of the loose 

threads and regrets from previous sections, including Rudd’s admitting “I did bear some responsibility” for the 

direction the movement had taken, including the 1981 attempted robbery of a Brink’s armored car by three-former 

SDS members during which a guard and two police officers were killed. The epilogue also summarizes what Rudd 

says he learned about campus racism and the dismissal of the white SDS students from Hamilton Hall by black 

protestors during the 1968 shutdown, which Rudd writes he had misunderstood for 40 years. 

Rudd also writes about speaking to “young student activists around the country about the differences between the 

Vietnam antiwar movement and the present antiwar movement.” In an interview, Rudd speaks of a need to “build 

mass movements” to oppose the “entrenched interests” still found in Washington, D.C., today. He suggests that 

lessons he learned — and relates— in Underground “might prove useful to young people who are fighting the current 

war.” And it is for them to understand, he says, that “This is not a heroic story; if anything, it is antiheroic.” 

Rudd writes that in relaying the story of his actions, “I hope my story helps them figure out what they can do to build 

a more just and peaceful world. At the very least, it might show some serious pitfalls to avoid.” 



construction site to the takeover of Hamilton Hall. The SDS, Rudd writes, made decisions through consensus or 

group meetings. Rudd admits, during the protest, “I had only the vaguest idea of what we were doing. I knew we 

wanted to disrupt Columbia’s normal functioning in order to provoke further confrontation with the administration.” 

As the protest grew, Rudd addressed the crowd and suggested taking a hostage. Initially, Rudd writes, he had meant 

a building, but then the protesters decided upon Henry Coleman ’46, then-acting Dean of the College, and Proctor 

William Kahn. Next, the SDS members developed a list of demands, which included stopping the construction of the 

gym, cutting ties to a Pentagon organization, allowing indoor demonstrations and dropping disciplinary penalties 

(or, in some cases, criminal charges) against those involved in the protests. 

The Student Afro-American Society, participating in the protest, took over the Hamilton occupation that first night, 

leaving the white students to retreat to Low. Throughout the next several days, hundreds of protesters occupied five 

campus buildings. After nearly a week of negotiations, Rudd writes that he received information that on April 30, the 

University administration would call in the police to remove the protesters. Police peacefully removed 81 black 

students from Hamilton Hall, an action which, according to Rudd, was handled differently from the other 

occupations. Rudd writes, “No one from the police or the city or the Columbia administration ever approached me or 

any other members of the Strike Coordinating Committee to work out a deal for the peaceful surrender of any of the 

other four buildings.” The removal of the protesters from the other buildings was violent, with the April 30 “bust” 

making national headlines. The protesters’ demands were not met, so organizers led a strike for another month, until 

the end of the school year. Some classes were held as scheduled, others were canceled, still others met in off-campus 

locations. 

According to Underground, by May 21, Rudd and three other SDS leaders had been suspended from the University. 

Another protest ensued and more violence erupted as protesters again clashed with the police. Rudd and others 

sought to continue the protests into the fall 1968 semester, but without much success. However, writes Rudd, the 

gym construction had been halted in April and the University ties with the Pentagon were severed during the 

summer. 

Rudd opines that the actions at Columbia “would feed a more extreme tendency in SDS,” leading to the creation of 

the Weatherman faction. The middle third of the book, covering 1968-70, explains his involvement with the national 

SDS organization and, after its fracture, the Weathermen. This section describes how the group Rudd belonged to 

marginalized his leadership. At the same time, according to Rudd, it became “too militant and there was too much 

self-expression and less politics and engagement with people.” 

In January 1970, the Weathermen essentially shuttered what was left of SDS. The thinking became that a clandestine 

guerrilla group would be better than the above-ground organization. In March, an accidental explosion of a bomb 

being manufactured in a Greenwich Village townhouse for the purpose of murdering noncommissioned officers at 

Fort Dix, N. J., killed three members of the guerrilla organization that had moved underground and turned to 

violence. 

The final third of the book tackles 1970-77, during which Rudd lived underground with his then-wife, Sue LeGrand. 



Elizabeth King Humphrey ’88 is a writer and creativity coach living in Wilmington, N.C. She blogs for 

TheWriteElizabeth.com and CoastalCarolinaMoms.com. 
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Entertainment Center 

Alumni and Student Recordings and Films, 
2009-10 

CCT presents this listing of recordings and films in which alumni or student artists were involved. These works were 

released in 2009 or will be released in 2010. If you are releasing a work during late 2009 or anytime in 2010, please 

e-mail the details to cct@columbia.edu, and we will include you in a future listing. 

RECORDINGS 

FREDRIC FASTOW 69 

Guitarist: Compositions III, instrumental 

(independent) 

KEITH LUIS (DR. LUIS) ’72 with Evan Johns 

Singer/songwriter/instrumentalist: Bolts from the Blue, blues/rock 

(Jellyroll Records) 

MICHAEL GOLDWASSER ’93 

Producer: Easy Star’s Lonely Hearts Dub Band, reggae 

(Easy Star) 

SETH SKOLNICK’98 

Guitarist: Goodfinger’s Killing With Kindness, pop/rock 

(independent) 

NAMRATA TRIPATHI ’oi 

Singer/guitarist/bassist: Ninth Street Mission’s Ninth Street Mission, folk/indie/folk rock 

(independent) 

KARL WARD’oi 

Singer/guitarist/bassist/drummer: Ninth Street Mission’s Ninth Street Mission, folk/indie/folk rock 

(independent) 

BRIAN WEITZ’oi 

Instrumentalist: Animal Collective’s Merriweather Post Pavilion, experimental/noise pop/freak folk 

(Domino) 



FILMS 

GEORGE SEGAL’55 

Actor: 2012, action/drama/sci-fi/thriller 

(Centropolis Entertainment) 

Actor: Made for Each Other, comedy 

(Moderncine) 

JIM JARMUSCH ’75 

Writer/director: The Limits of Control, crime/drama/thriller 

(Entertainment Farm) 

AMANDA PEET’94 

Actor: 2012, action/drama/sci-fi/thriller 

(Centropolis Entertainment) 

Actor (voice): Quantum Quest: A Cassini Space Odyssey, animation/sci-fi/adventure 

(Jupiter 9 Productions) 

Actor: Please Give, comedy 

(Feelin’ Guilty) 

RAMIN BAH RAN I 96 

Writer/director: Goodbye Solo, comedy/drama 

(Gigantic Pictures) 

MAGGIE GYLLENHAAL ’99 

Actor: Crazy Heart, drama 

(Butcher’s Run Films) 

Actor: Away We Go, comedy/drama 

(Big Beach Films) 

ANNABODEN ’02 

Writer/director (with Ryan Fleck): Sugar, drama/sport 

(Journeyman Pictures) 

Editor: Children of Invention, drama 

(Syncopated Films) 

JESSE BRADFORD ’02 

Actor: Table for Three, comedy/romance 

(Starz Media) 



TZE CHUN ’02 

Writer/director: Children of Invention, drama 

(Syncopated Films) 

SARA VELASQUEZ ’02 

Actor: Avatar, action/adventure/sci-fi/thriller 

(Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp., Giant Studios, Lightstorm Entertainment) 

ANNAPAQUIN ’04 

Actor: Margaret, drama 

(Fox Searchlight Pictures) 

JULIA STILES ’06 

Actor: Cry of the Owl, drama 

(BBC Films) 

SARA STEELE’10 

Actor: Margaret, drama 

(Fox Searchlight Pictures) 

Joy Guo ’ll, Lisa Palladino 
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Obituaries 
1928 

Herbert L. Hutner, private investment banker and attorney, Los Angeles, on 

December 7, 2008. A New York City native, Hutner was born on December 21,1908. He 

earned a degree in 1931 from the Law School. In the 1940s, Hutner worked on Wall 

Street as a partner in the Osterman & Hutner brokerage. During the next 20 years, he 

was chairman of the boards of several manufacturing and engineering firms, including 

Sleight & Hellmuth, Pressed Metals of America, Struthers Wells Corp. and the Platinum 

Mining Co. He also was for several years president of the New England Life Insurance 

Co. Hutner chaired the President’s Advisory Committee on the Arts from 1992-2000. In 

the 1960s, Hutner wed for the second time, to actress Zsa Zsa Gabor. The marriage 

ended in divorce in 1966. In 1969, he married Juli Reding, who survives him, as do his 

son, Jeffrey; daughter, Lynn M. Collwell; stepson, Christopher D. Taylor; five 

grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. Memorial contributions may be made to the Young Musicians 

Foundation, 195 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 414, Beverly Hills, CA 90212, or the Jules Stein Eye Institute at UCLA for Dr. 

Stephen Schwartz Research, 800 Westwood Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90024. 

1933 

Howard S. Benedikt, business executive, Houston, on April 1, 2009. Benedikt entered with the Class of 1933 but 

earned a undergraduate degree in 1934 from the Business School. He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Grace; 

children, Bill and Pat; four grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. Memorial contributions maybe made to 

Hospice of Westchester, 311 North St., White Plains, NY 10605. 

1935 

Forest R. Lombaer, retired human resources executive, Palm City, Fla., on December 10, 2008. Lombaer was 

born in Hartford, Conn., and was a champion fencer at the College. He served as a lieutenant commander in the 

Navy during WWII. During the next 35 years, Lombaer was an executive in charge of human resources in the retail 

and insurance industries in New York, Ohio and Minnesota. He finished his business career in Brussels and retired to 

Stuart, Fla. Lombaer is survived by his wife of 63 years, Mildred; son, Forest Jr.; daughter, Susan L. Burden; four 

grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. Memorial contributions may be made to Mariner Sands Chapel, IRSC 

Scholarship Fund, 6500 Congressional Way, Stuart, FL 34994. 

Herbert L. Hutner ’28 

1936 



William B. Weisell, attorney, Bloomington, Ind., on March 3, 2009. 

Weisell was born on May 21,1912, in Bluffton, Ind., where he grew up, 

gaining recognition for his accomplishments in music and sports. Following 

high school, he pursued higher studies at Culver Military Academy before 

attending Columbia and subsequently the Law School, from which he 

graduated in 1940. During his undergraduate years, Weisell made enduring 

friendships, including one with Mary, his wife of 67 years, and developed a 

lifelong commitment to alma mater. After service in WWII, Weisell and his 

family returned to Indianapolis, where he rose to become a senior partner in 

the law firm of Locke, Reynolds, Boyd and Weisell. He was a leader in many 

civic and community organizations, serving as an elder and active choir 

member at Tabernacle Presbyterian Church; president of the Washington 

Township School Board from 1961-62; and a strong advocate for the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, serving as 

president of the Indiana State Symphony Society from 1974-79. Weisell is survived by his children, Virginia Weisell 

Dike and Robert ’68; eight grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. 

1939 

William B. Weisell ’36 

Marvin R. “Bob” Livingston, retired stockbroker, Lido Beach, N.Y., on May 20, 2009. Livingston served 

overseas during WWII as a captain in the Quartermaster Corps. A lover of classical music, he also pursued interests 

in Judaism, sports and politics. Livingston is survived by his wife of 53 years, Marcie Shlansky Livingston; son, 

Michael; daughter, Ellen; and four grandchildren. 

Howard M. Pack, shipping executive, Scarsdale, N.Y., on December 9, 2008. 

Pack was born in Manhattan on September 21,1918. He earned a degree in 

economics from the College, graduated Phi Beta Kappa and went to work with his 

father, a furrier. He served in the Coast Guard in WWII, then returned to the 

family business. Pack met another furrier, Joseph Kahn, and they discovered they 

both hated the fur business. By 1951 they had joined with other investors to buy 

two Liberty ships that had been decommissioned and started Pack/Kahn, which 

later became Transeastern Associates, and took over Seatrain in 1965. Pack was 

president of Seatrain until 1977, vice-chairman until Kahn died in 1979 and then 

chairman. In the 1970s, Pack and Kahn expanded into the chartering of tankers, 

management of ports, oil refining and coal mining in West Virginia. The company 

closed in 1981. Pack is survived by his wife of 47 years, the former Dorothy 

Culbertson; daughters, Loren, Susan and Ellen ’87, ’90 Business; son, Warren; brother, Jay; sister, Ethel Schneider; 

and nine grandchildren. Pack’s first wife, Nancy Buckley, died in 1959; son Daniel died in 1991. 

Howard M. Pack ’39 

1940 

Seymour Epstein, attorney, company president and CEO, New York City, on December 19, 2008. Born in 



Brooklyn, N.Y., Epstein attended Boys High. He earned a degree in 1942 from the Law School and accepted 

membership to the Columbia Law Review. Epstein passed the bar before attending Columbia Midshipman’s School. 

During WWII, Epstein served as a naval commander in the Atlantic and Pacific theaters. After the war, he accepted a 

leadership role in the family business, Shelburne Shirt Co., and expanded it into an international manufacturing 

business. Epstein was on the board of the National Manufacturers Association and supported UJA and NYU Langone 

Medical Center. He created a charitable foundation in his parents’ name to enable his family to participate in 

experiencing the joy of giving. Epstein is survived by his wife of 61 years, Muriel (nee Joseph); children, Randy 

Austin, and her husband, Bruce Firger, Bob, and his partner, Jacqueline Buckner, Jane, and her husband, Edgar 

Roeper, and Susan Gross, and her husband, Jeffrey; seven grandchildren; a great-granddaughter; brother, Selwyn; 

sister and brother-in-law, Blossom and Irwin Greystone; and nieces and nephews. Memorial contributions may be 

made to NYU Langone Medical Center stem cell research. 

Charles H. Schneer, film producer, Boca Raton, Fla., on January 21, 2009. Schneer entered with the Class of 

1940 but earned an undergraduate degree in 1940 from the Business School. He was introduced to filmmaking when 

inducted into the Signal Corps and made training films during WWII. After working with Universal Pictures and 

Columbia Pictures, Schneer became an independent film producer. A longtime resident of London during his 

production years, he collaborated with Ray Harryhausen in creating many fantasy and adventure films that used stop 

motion photography. He was a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and was chairman of 

the London Events Committee from 1989-98. An avid tennis player, Schneer was a member of The Queens Club in 

London for more than 40 years. He is survived by his wife of more than 68 years, Shirley Sussman Schneer; 

daughters, Lesley Silver and Stacey Lee; three grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; and sister, Babette Schneer 

Katz. Schneer was predeceased by daughter Bettine Greifer. Memorial contributions maybe made to the Mayo Clinic 

Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, c/o Dept, of Development, Mayo Clinic, 200 First St. SW, Rochester, MN 

55905. 

1941 

A. David Kagon, retired attorney, Malibu, Calif., on December 20, 2008. 

Kagon may be best known as the attorney who won the famous “palimony” 

case for his client in 1979, actor Lee Marvin, after a decade-long legal battle. 

Kagon was born on August 10,1918, in Woodridge, N.Y., and grew up in 

Lawrence, Kan. He joined the Navy in 1941 and served as an educational 

services officer during WWII. Kagon was discharged in 1945 as a senior 

grade lieutenant, then earned a degree from the Law School in 1947. He was 

a practicing attorney in California at Goldman & Kagon in Beverly Hills and 

in Century City from 1947 until his semi-retirement in the mid-1990s. Kagon 

was a founder of the Mediation Division of the Beverly Hills Bar Association 

and one of the principal authors of the California Mediation Law Statutes. He 

was active in Malibu’s cityhood drive and a longtime board member of the 

Beverly Hills Bar Association. After the Marvin case, Kagon switched his focus to family law. He retired in 1993 and 

A. David Kagon ’41 



is survived by his wife, Dorothy; daughter, Jane; son, Robert; and two grandsons. Memorial contributions maybe 

made to Nashuva or to a charity of your choice. 

Werner M. Wiskari, retired foreign correspondent and international news editor, Charlestown, R.I., on December 

8, 2008. The son of a Finnish-born Lutheran pastor in upper Michigan, Wiskari served with the Navy in the Pacific 

in WWII and joined the Times as a radio news scriptwriter in 1948. From 1958-64, he was based in Stockholm as the 

northern European correspondent. Wiskari’s articles covered the Nobel Prizes, there and in Oslo; Sweden and 

Finland’s difficulties with staying politically neutral in the shadow of the Soviet Union during the Cold War; and 

oddities of Nordic life. He became an assistant to the foreign news editor in 1968 but kept up with developments in 

Scandinavia and Finland. In 1971, Wiskari was part of the small team of editors that prepared the Pentagon Papers 

for publication. When war broke out between Iran and Iraq in 1980, he compiled and rewrote fragmentary reports 

that he gleaned from news agencies and foreign publications and analyzed satellite photos of trench fortifications on 

either side. Wiskari retired to a lakeside home in Rhode Island in 1984. He is survived by his wife, Millie; son, Wayne; 

daughters, Lynn Reid, Sandra Wiskari-Lukowski and Dawn Wiskari-Costa; and four grandchildren. 

1943 

William L. MacMichael, retired businessman, Trenton, Maine, on January 6, 2009. At the College, MacMichael 

played varsity football; was elected to Theta Tau, the honorary engineering society; and for two years was class 

president. He enlisted in the Air Force at the beginning of WWII and was stationed for a year at Victorville Army Air 

Field in California before leaving to fight in the Philippines and Okinawa. Upon his return to the United States, 

MacMichael entered the Business School; he earned an M.B.A. in 1949. While a student at the Business School, 

MacMichael worked with then-University president Dwight D. Eisenhower on several projects. MacMichael later 

joined IBM, remaining there in various managerial positions until his retirement. After retirement, he and his wife, 

Betty Jane, retired to Trenton, Maine, building their own home by the ocean. MacMichael is survived by his wife; 

daughters, Anne Krichels and Susan Morely; son, Thomas; sister, Janice Colwell; and six grandchildren. 

1944 

S. Newton “Newt” Berliner, retired engineer, Virginia Beach, Va., on January 10, 2009. Berliner entered with 

the Class of 1944 but earned two degrees from the Engineering School, in 1943 (B.S.) and i960 (M.S.). He was 

drafted into the Army Air Corps and assigned to the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, NASA’s 

precursor, at Langley Field in Hampton, Va. Berliner married Martha Dresner ’53 GSAS in 1952, and they moved to 

Marblehead, Mass., where Berliner became active in town affairs. He worked for several defense contractors, 

including General Electric, RCA and Sylvania. Berliner was a registered professional engineer, specializing in heating 

and cooling for large construction companies. He retired in 1983 and joined his wife in Richmond. He returned to 

work for Parsons, Brinkerhoff on a short assignment and later the civil service as an energy conservation consultant 

at PWC of NS Norfolk. Berliner was the neighborhood representative to the Navy on the pollution remediation board 

at Little Creek NS for 10 years. He was an avid gardener and local theater actor. Berliner is survived by his wife; 

daughter, Leni; son, Michael, and his wife Juel; and a granddaughter. Memorial contributions maybe made to the 

charity of your choice. 



1945 

Nicholas Antoszyk Jr., retired physician, Charlotte, N.C., on November 3, 2008. Antoszyk was born on January 

5,1921, in Hastings-on-Hudson, N.Y. He graduated from New York Medical College and was an Air Force veteran of 

the Korean War. Antoszyk practiced internal medicine in Amityville, N.Y., for 15 years, then did a fellowship in 

allergy and immunology in California, returning to Amityville to practice until 1987. In New York, Antoszyk was an 

active member of Holy Family Ukrainian Catholic Church, and in North Carolina of St. Gabriel’s Catholic Church. He 

was predeceased by his wife of 51 years, Corinne; brother, Michael; and sisters, Stella and Catherine. Antoszyk is 

survived by his sons, James and his wife, Shelley, Andrew and his wife, Karen, and Peter and his wife, Wendy; 

daughter, Nadia; and eight grandchildren. Memorial contributions maybe made to Presbyterian Hospice and 

Palliative Care, PO Box 33549, Charlotte, NC 28233-3549, or The Metrolina Association for the Blind, 704 Louise 

Ave., Charlotte, NC 28204. 

David R. Covell Jr., minister, Lenox, Mass., on November 26, 2008. Born in Washington, D.C., on January 2, 

1924, Covell earned a master’s from the University of Michigan, M.Div. from Episcopal Theological School at 

Harvard and an A.B.D. from NYU. He ministered to Episcopal churches in Ohio, Michigan, Connecticut, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Toronto. Covell served as an executive member at the Episcopal Church Center in 

New York City, was the former executive director of the Massachusetts Bible Society and in retirement served as a 

cruise chaplain for Holland America Lines. He was one of the first exchange priests between the Episcopal Church 

and the Church of England, serving four churches there. Covell’s wife of nearly 50 years, Carolyn, died in 1998. He is 

survived by his second wife, Nancy; daughters, Anne Covell, and her husband, William Higgins, and Cynthia Schultz, 

and her husband, Fred.; son, David III, and his wife, Val; stepdaughters, Julia Graham, Anne, and her husband, 

Simon Herriotts, and Margaret Graham and her husband, Stephen Hawken; sister, Randy Kuhn; four 

grandchildren; and one step-granddaughter. Memorial contributions maybe made to the Episcopal Relief and 

Development Fund c/o Roche Funeral Home, 120 Main St., Lenox, MA 01240. 

1946 

Carlo D. Celia Jr., retired business executive, Ridgewood, N. J., on January 

30, 2009. Celia was born in Ridgewood and lived most of his life in the 

Ridgewood/Glen Rock area. After graduating from the College, he enrolled in 

NYU’s School of Business and earned an M.B.A. During WWII, Celia served 

in the Army. In 1991, he retired from KPMG Peat Marwick, where he was 

director of administration. Celia was a loyal and devoted member of his 

Columbia class and was a leader and supporter the Columbia College Fund. 

He also was a member of the Glen Rock Board of Education and a founder 

and past president of the Glen Rock Junior Football Association. He was 

predeceased by his wife, Dorothy Anne, in 2000; and is survived by his 

Carlo D. Celia Jr. ’46 children and their families: Carlo III and his wife, Deborah Rinbrand, John 

and his wife, Lisa, Michael, James and his wife, Laura, Dorothy and her 



husband, Jack Gallagher, arid Margot and her husband, Phil O’Connor, and Eleana; brother, Robert; sisters, Marion 

Banta and Michaela; 10 grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 

1949 

Victor Gualano, retired English teacher, Roselle Park, N.J., on December 4, 2008. Gualano was born in Cetraro, 

Italy, and came to the United States at 12. He served in the Army in WWII in England and Belgium as a telephone 

switchboard operator from 1943-46. Gualano received the WWII Victory Medal, Good Conduct Medal, EAME 

Campaign Medal and an American Campaign Medal. He was awarded a full scholarship to Columbia. In 1952, he 

and his wife, Nora, did a tour working for the U.S. Mission to the United Nations in Paris. Upon returning to the 

United States, Gualano became an English teacher and spent most of his life pursuing First Amendment Rights, 

especially as related to students. Gualano was president of the Elizabeth Teachers’ Union and former president of the 

Italian-American Club of the Saint Benedict Society in Elizabeth. In addition to his wife, Gualano is survived by his 

children, Victor, Paul, Mary Ellen Hunsicker and Christopher, and his wife, Alice; sisters, Rose Caruso, and her 

husband, Augustine, and Pauline Campo, and her husband, Angelo; and five grandchildren. Memorial contributions 

maybe made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105, or 800-805-5856. 

John J. “Jack” Turvey, retired attorney, Pompano Beach, Fla., on January 13, 2009. Turvey was a native of 

Staten Island. After graduating from Xavier H.S. in 1944, he entered Columbia but interrupted his studies to enlist in 

the Navy. Two years later, he returned to Columbia. Turvey earned a degree in 1952 from the Law School and began 

a career dedicated to advancing Staten Island causes, specializing in land use and zoning laws. In 1958, he ran 

unsuccessfully as the Democratic candidate for Assembly. Turvey frequently took cases pro-bono and was an 

appellate practitioner who won numerous cases before the state Court of Appeals. He provided legal counsel to the 

American Red Cross, served on the board of the Legal Aid Society and was a member of the Kiwanis Club of Staten 

Island. Turvey made acquisitions for Staten Island’s Alice Austen House Museum while sitting on its board of 

directors. His first marriage, to Rosemary Beeching, ended in divorce. His second wife, the former Maureen Pajor, 

died in 2000. Surviving are sons Samuel, Jonathan, James and Christopher; daughters, Mari, Carolyn and Victoria; 

brother, Timothy; sisters, Jean Flynn, Patricia Dellomo and Kathryn T. Cronin; and 11 grandchildren. 

1950 

B. Weston Morosco, manufacturing and sales executive, Watertown, Conn., on October 21, 2008. Morosco was 

born on June 2,1928, in New York City and raised in Yonkers, N.Y., and Danbury, Conn. He earned a B.A. from the 

College and a B.S. in 1951 from the Engineering School. Morosco spent his business life in manufacturing and sales, 

developing state-of-the-art products as far-ranging as sleeping bags and holistic dog food. He played the role of 

“Drosselmeyer” in Main Street Ballet’s production of The Nutcracker for 17 years, only retiring due to ill health. He is 

survived by his wife, Dorothy (Mandeville) Morosco; children, Wes Jr., Sibley, Craig and John; four grandchildren; 

and one great-grandchild. 

1952 



Arnold Schussheim, pediatrician, Great Neck, N.Y., on December 5, 2008. Schussheim was born in Brooklyn, 

N.Y. He was a noted pediatrician in Bayside, N.Y., for 40 years, as well as an avid sailor and “hole-in-one” golfer. He 

is survived by his wife of 45 years, Joan; children, Abigail and Adam; five grandchildren; son-in-law and daughter- 

in-law, Robert Hoffman and Debra Schussheim; and brothers, Eugene and Leonard. 

1957 

Robert L. Schlitt, television writer, Los Angeles, on November 25, 2008. Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., on July 24,1933, 

Schlitt served in Frankfurt with the U.S. Army Special Services Division (1955-56), where he played clarinet, 

saxophone and guitar with the Special Services jazz band. He earned a B.A. in literature and worked for 1V2 years in 

Paris as a professional actor and musician. In i960, Schlitt’s English translation of Felicien Marceau’s The Egg 

opened at Broadway’s Court Theater and was included on several “10 Best Plays of the Season” lists. In 1965, Schlitt 

went to work for New York Radio Station WBAI, where he co-created and performed a satirical sketch program, “It’s 

Your World and You Can Have It.” The work quickly landed him a trip to Hollywood to write the premiere episode of 

the television show The Monkees. Schlitt worked in television steadily for the next 35 years, with writer and 

writer/producer credits. He was an accomplished chef and enjoyed reading and sailing. Schlitt is survived by his 

children, Michael, Caroline, Colin and Sarah; and four grandchildren. Memorial contributions may be made to the 

“Robert L. Schlitt Memorial Fund” at the LUNGevity Foundation or 312-464-0716. 

1959 

Gordon P. Heyworth, retired teacher, actor and director, Oxford, Miss., on December 31, 2008. Heyworth was 

born in Cambridge, Mass., and graduated from Torrington (Conn.) H.S. in 1950. After attending Parsons School of 

Drama in Hartford, he was drafted into the Army, originally bound for Korea. Although trained as a machine 

gunner, he was assigned to a post in Salzburg, Austria, where he traveled by train on military business between 

Austria, Germany and northern Italy. Upon his return to the United States, Heyworth earned a B.A. in English from 

the College, where he played the lead in many Columbia Players and Minor Latham Theater productions. In 1961, 

Heyworth began teaching English at Plainville H.S. in Plainville, Conn., and in 1963 he accepted an invitation to 

teach English and coach drama at Housatonic Valley Regional H.S., where he remained until his 1995 retirement. 

Heyworth was a central figure in community theater in northwestern Connecticut for several decades. He was an 

Equity actor and director and a member of the Oblong Valley Players. Heyworth is survived by his son, Gregory ’88; 

two grandchildren; brother, David; and sister, Helen Graziani. Memorial contributions may be made to TriArts 

Sharon Playhouse, PO Box 1187, Sharon, CT 06069. 

Other Deaths Reported 

Columbia College Today also has learned of the deaths of the following alumni. Complete obituaries will be published in an 

upcoming issue, pending receipt of information and space considerations. 

1932 Arthur A. Gladstone, judge, Reno, Nev., on May 8, 2009. Gladstone earned a degree in 1934 from the Law School. 



1935 Richard P. “Robert” Tucker Jr., retired physician, Atlanta, on April 27, 2009. 

1936 John S. Hughes, Pompano Beach, Fla., on June 17, 2009. 

1937 Richard F. Hess, retired market research executive, Lancaster, Pa., on June 14, 2009. 

Edwin F. Wilson, retired surgeon, Fair Lawn, N.J., on September 6, 2008. 

1938 Dudley W. Stoddard, retired insurance executive, New York City, on April 25, 2009. 

1939 Philip L. Wintner, retired executive, Whittier, Calif., on April 20, 2009. 

1940 Philip A. Baecker, v.p. of advertising, Old Saybrook, Conn., on April 13, 2009. 

Oswald Braadland, former bank president, Delray Beach, Fla., on May 30, 2009. 

1942 Louis B. Turner, retired physician, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., on June 11, 2009. Turner earned a degree in 1944 

from P&S. 

1943 Martin J. Klein, professor emeritus, Chapel Hill, N.C., on March 28, 2009. Klein earned a degree in 1944 from 

GSAS. 

Domenick A. Luppino, Glen Rock, N.J., on March 25, 2009. 

Alvin S. Yudkoff, writer and filmmaker, Water Mill, N.Y., on May 27, 2009. 

1944 Thomas T. Tamlyn, cardiologist and professional choir singer, New York City, on April 26, 2009. Tamlyn earned a 

degree in 1947 from P&S. 

1945 Harry Boardman, retired, University assistant provost emeritus, Marlboro, Vt., on April 15, 2009. 

Burton P. Fabricand, physicist, economist, financier and author, Danbury, Conn., on Mays, 2009. Fabricand 

earned a degree in 1953 from GSAS. 

Richard Kates, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., on May 3, 2009. Kates earned two degrees from the Engineering School: a 

B.S in 1945 and an M.S. in 1947. 

1946 Shepard Conn, retired, Tallahassee, Fla., and New York City, on January 11, 2008. 

1947 Seymour M. Gluck, physician, Lawrence, N.Y., on April 14, 2009. Gluck is survived by sons Robert and William ’82; 

and two grandchildren. 

Dudley E. Sarfaty, pastor emeritus and civil rights activist, Malone, N.Y., on May 4, 2009. 

1948 Benjamin J. Immerman, ob/gyn, Great Barrington, Mass., on May 27, 2009. 

Clinton N. Latimer, Power Squadron instructor and past commander, Honeoye Falls, N.Y., on April 16, 2009. 

1949 Walter H. Blum, feature writer and editor, Santa Rosa, Calif., on March 22, 2009. Blum earned a degree in 1951 

from GSAS. 

Robert J. Breza, executive and violinist, Conyers, Ga., on March 23, 2009. Breza earned a degree in 1954 from the 

Engineering School. 

John A. “Jack” Denehy, retired accountant, Toms River, N.J., on April 7, 2009. 

1950 John “Jack” P. Neville, retired executive, Northville, Mich., on May 2, 2009. 

Donald E. Ross, chemical engineer, Washington Township, N.J., on February 20, 2008. 

1951 Anthony V. Porcelli, physician, Hackensack, N.J., on May 21, 2009. 

1953 Frank Barahas, retired UN senior information officer, New York City, on May 21, 2009. 

Richard N. Rosett, economist and university administrator, Pittsford, N.Y., on April 4, 2009. 

Allan E. Thaler, architect, West Haven, Conn., on April 27, 2009. Thaler earned a degree in i960 from the 

Architecture School. 



1955 Harold L. Rosenthal, Melville, N.Y., on February 24, 2009. Rosenthal earned a degree in 1958 from the Law 

School. 

1956 Roy G. Berkeley, teacher, folksinger, photographer and writer, Shaftsbury, Vt., on April 24, 2009. 

1957 C. Jack Bark, retired physician, San Diego, on May 23, 2009. 

1959 Ira L. Freilicher, New York City, on May 25, 2009. 

1960 Stanley A. “Stash” Horowitz, neighborhood activist, singer, Cambridge, Mass., on February 16, 2009. 

1961 Daniel L. Blanchard, Oklahoma City, Okla., on May 25, 2009. 

1962 Galen R. Plummer, retired Naval captain, Northport, Maine, on March 24, 2009. Plummer earned a degree in 1963 

from the Engineering School. 

1963 Eli A. Segal, media historian, author and retired professor, Kalamazoo, Mich., on April 5, 2009. 

1965 Kim T. Ziegel, professor emeritus, Covington, Ohio, on May 7, 2009. 

1969 David C. MacKenzie, arts critic, Tulsa, Okla., on October 31, 2008. Mackenzie earned a degree in 1970 from GSAS. 

Jonathan Z. Souweine, attorney and community advocate, Amherst, Mass., on April 7, 2009. 

1982 Steven B. Tompkins, Brooklyn, N.Y., on March 23, 2009. 

1988 Daniel J. Selmonosky, financial executive, Bedford, N.Y., on May 16, 2009. 

1990 Kenneth E. Galluccio, Hamburg, Germany, formerly of Lindenhurst, N.Y., on February 21, 2009. 

2000 Celine H. Berliet, teacher, New York City, on April 5, 2009. 

1961 

John A. “Jack” McCahill, attorney, Falls Church, Va., on December 13, 2008. McCahill was born in Canonsburg, 

Pa., and played freshman football at Columbia. He graduated from the Columbus School of Law at Catholic 

University in 1969 and was a member of the Washington, D.C., Bar Association and the Virginia Bar Association and 

was admitted to practice in the Supreme Court and several state supreme courts. McCahill practiced law in the 

Washington, D.C., area for nearly 40 years, serving as an assistant United States attorney for the District of 

Columbia; as deputy assistant in the Office of the Special Legal Counsel in the White House during the Watergate 

era; and as general counsel to the President’s Committee on Olympic Sports. McCahill later went into private 

practice, focusing on Olympic sports and domestic and foreign white-collar cases. He was an avid skier, an 

accomplished singer and opera-lover, and an accomplished cook. McCahill is survived by his daughter, Melissa 

McCahill Deerin; and three grandchildren. He was separated from his wife, Julie Parker McCahill, who also survives. 

Memorial contributions may be made to The Columbus School of Law at Catholic University, Law School Moot Court 

Fund, 3600 John McCormack Rd., N.E. Washington, DC 20064. 

1962 

Michael P. Freedman, professor, Syracuse, N.Y., on November 13, 2008. Raised in Manhattan, Freedman had 

been a resident of Syracuse since 1967, when he took a faculty position at Syracuse in the Department of 

Anthropology. He was an associate professor and former chair of the department. Freedman was active in the 

university community on various task forces and committees, particularly in the Future Professoriate Program. He 

was passionate in his commitment to improve the greater Syracuse community, particularly on issues such as 



microlending, infant mortality, juvenile justice and child abuse. Freedman is survived by his wife of 47 years, Paula; 

daughter, Carla, and her husband, Andrew Heffner; son, Matthew, and his wife, Laurel; and three grandchildren. 

1963 

Herbert L. Poserow, computer programmer, Beaverton, Ore., on June 29, 2008. Poserow was born on June 29, 

1941, in Brooklyn, N.Y. He was a computer programmer for IBM in Olympia, Wash. Poserow is survived by his 

stepmother, Sylvia; wife, Beverly; children, Jodi Solomon, Andrew, Cindy and Benjamin; brother, Edward; five 

grandchildren; and three stepchildren. He was predeceased by his first wife, Rosie. 

1973 

Peter A. Herger, educator, visual artist and community activist, Riverdale, N.Y., on November 3, 2008. Herger 

earned a degree in 1976 from GSAS and was an educator/administrator in numerous private secondary schools in 

New York, Connecticut and Pennsylvania, teaching English literature and art history. He also was a college counselor 

and visual artist. Herger won numerous awards in local art exhibitions. His legacy includes the conservation of 

natural land and historic edifices in Danbury, Conn., including the area that has now become Tarrywile Park, one of 

the largest public nature preserves in the state. He also was involved in service to Columbia and was an alumni 

interviewer on behalf of the College for most of the last 20 years. Herger is survived by his sons, Peter ’03, and 

Timothy. Memorial contributions maybe made to the Church of St. Peter, 104 Main St., Danbury, CT 06810. 

1976 

John L. “Jack” Glavey, former trader, Park Ridge, Ill., on May 5, 2007. Glavey was born in Teaneck, N.J., on July 

27,1954. While attending the College, where he earned a degree in economics, Glavey played football his freshman 

and sophomore year and was a member of Nu Sigma Chi. He attended Central Michigan University for an M.A., 

finishing in 1981. In 1989, Glavey completed an M.B.A. at DePaul. From 1976-82, he was in active duty service as a 

flight officer in the Navy. He also was a reservist at Glenview NS from 1982-94, retiring from the Navy as lieutenant 

commander. Glavey began his banking career in New York City. He was a member of Mensa and founder of an 

organizational improvement consulting company. As a trader, Glavey worked at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange 

and Board of Trade. He is survived by his former wife, Edie; daughter, Margaret Eileen (“Meg”); son, John; mother, 

Margaret Manos; brothers, Patrick and Paul; and sister, Margaret Koplitz. Memorial donations maybe made to St. 

Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 332 N. Lauderdale, Memphis, TN 38105. 

Lisa Palladino 

Obituary Submission Guidelines 



Columbia College Today welcomes obituaries for College alumni. Please fill out the “Submit an 

Obituary” form. Biographical information, survivors' names, address(es) for charitable donations 

and high-quality photos may be included. Or, mail materials to Obituaries Editor, Columbia 

College Today, Columbia Alumni Center, 622 W. 113th St., MC 4530, New York, NY 10025. 
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John R. Phelps '33 celebrated his 100th birthday on May 2. Shortly before, he wrote in, "It is going to happen after 

all! I had hoped that the Florida Orchestra would play my Piano Concerto in D Minor that I wrote for my doctorate in 

1941. The artistic director of the orchestra finally notified me that they would be playing the third movement at the 

Coffee Concerts series on May 28 in St. Petersburg. The pianist was a professor from the University of South 

Florida." 

Jerome Kurshan ’39 writes, "I have reached the ripe old age of 90, although I am probably one of the youngest in 

the class. I am in good health and keep active with various volunteer activities. These include the executive committee 

of the Princeton Macintosh Users Group, running the adult library at The Jewish Center and assisting at Red Cross 

blood drives. I still get around locally by moped and can be reached at pandj73@verizon.net." 

David Perlman ’39, '40 J, who recently was profiled in The New York Times, wrote, "I'm still working full-time as 

science editor of the San Francisco Chronicle, reporting on NASA and ESA planetary missions, covering 

earthquakes, plate tectonics, evolution, fossils and so on. My recent adventures include trips with 

paleoanthropologists to hunt fossils in Ethiopia's Afar desert, exploring California's Monterey Bay canyon from 

aboard ship, watching scientists monitoring seismic activity in Parkfield, Calif., where mini-quakes register 

constantly on deployed instruments. It's all fun." 



1940 Seth Neugroschl 

1349 Lexington Ave. 

New York, NY 10028 

sn23 @ Columbia. edu 

No news this time. Please help me fill this column by sending me news about your lives. 

1941 Robert Zucker 

29 The Birches 

Roslyn, NY 11576 

rzucker @ optonline. net 

Mea culpa: When I discussed the Rodgers and Hart Varsity Shows in the last column's item about Iz Diamond, the 

moss on my brain was clouding my mind. As pointed out by Lester Bernstein '40, the lyricist was Lorenz Hart '18, not 

Moss Hart. 

We were saddened to learn of the passing of Ed DeLeon in Portsmouth, N.H. 

Ed had taught in Rye, N.Y., for many years. [Editor's note: An obituary is scheduled for the September/October 

issue.] 

A letter from Dr. Charlie Plotz was omitted from the last issue. The letter was about Gene Sosin's letter in 

Columbia magazine and was printed in the last issue of that publication, so we won't redo it now. 

We continue to have our brown bag lunches. Most recently, I hosted one at the home of my friend, Fran Katz, on Fifth 

Avenue and East 82nd Street in NYC. It's always fun. Call Len Shayne at 212-737-7245 if you would like to join us. 

Melvin Hershkowitz 

3 Regency Plaza, Apt. 1001-E 

Providence, RI 02903 

DRMEL23@cox.net 

On April 8, Werner Rahmlow sent me a long, autobiographical letter from his winter residence in Lady Lake, 

Fla., with many nostalgic reminiscences about his days at Columbia. He wrote: "Dear Mel, Thank you very much for 

your contribution in Columbia College Today. I look forward to reading your column for the Class of '42 in every 

issue." 

Werner was born in Germany, emigrated to the United States in 1932 and became an American citizen in 1942. 



When he graduated from high school in Leonia, N. J., his principal took him on a personally conducted visit to 

Columbia, where Werner was admitted with a full scholarship to study engineering. As Werner said, "Can you 

imagine a high school principal doing that much now for one of his many students?" Werner commuted five or six 

days a week by trolley, 125th Street ferry, walks and subway rides to the campus, spending three hours a day in such 

travel. He had been captain of the track team and an undefeated half-mile runner in high school, and he found the 

time to run for Columbia under coach "Canny Carl" Merner. He had no time, though, for other extracurricular 

activities while pursuing his engineering studies. Despite the inspiration from Professors Weaver, Luckie and 

Baumeister, Werner could not keep up with the required reading demands of Humanities and Contemporary 

Civilization, and, as he put it, "I lost interest in college." He also lost his scholarship and had to find part-time work to 

pay the $ 200/semester tuition. After three years at Columbia, Werner was drafted, enlisted in the Navy and served 

for four years during WWII. After the war, he returned to Columbia, where his fourth year was paid for by the G.I. 

Bill, and as he said, "I could finally afford a K&E slide rule." (Werner had obviously retained his sense of humor 

during those years of upheaval.) 

After graduation, Werner accepted a job with the Bendix Corp. in Teterboro, N.J., working at various times as a 

mechanical, electrical, chemical and civil engineer, and finally as a management executive. Among his 

accomplishments was a patent for invention of a centrifuge that developed 800 g's in 15 seconds. He stayed at Bendix 

for 34 years until his retirement, after which he moved from New Jersey to Rockland, Maine, while spending winters 

in Florida. Werner's first wife, Virginia, died in 1987. Their three children are all college graduates (none from 

Columbia, regrettably). In 1992, Werner remarried and has enjoyed life with Louise since then. He attended our 50th 

reunion in 1992 and said that almost all of his classmates were "doctors or Ph.D.s." He also recalled our football 

victory over Princeton that year (one of his sons is a Princeton alumnus). 

Werner concluded his fine letter with a personal note to your correspondent: "Mel, the reason for this letter is to 

thank you for my only connection with Good Old Roar, Lion Roar. Please keep on going! We must both be 

approaching 90 years of old age." 

Werner is 89, while your correspondent is a relatively youthful 86V2. Our love for and devotion to our beloved alma 

mater remains undiminished, as we look forward to joining the Columbia Nonagenarian Club. Thank you, Werner, 

for this wonderful letter! 

In response to my e-mail messages to several classmates asking for current news and comments on their years at 

Columbia, I was pleased to receive a reply from Edgar "Bill" Winslow on March 13. Bill and his wife, Debby, 

continue to be very busy in their graphic arts, PR and advertising business in Lenox, Mass., working for companies 

such as GE, Mead Paper and several other industrial and consumer clients. Bill promised to send us a longer review 

of his life and accomplishments in the near future, and we look forward to publishing that in CCT. Meanwhile, Bill 

referred to an old ironic quotation: "I have nothing to do in retirement, and not enough time to do it." I imagine that 

would apply to many of us these days. Bill's old Columbia pals can reach him at winslowduo@yahoo.com. 

In preparing these notes, I visited the Web site of the recently established Columbia University War Memorial, 

located near the entrance of Butler Library (see March/April "Around the Quads" item). The memorial gives the 



names of Columbia alumni who lost their lives in America's wars from the time of the Revolution. With sadness and 

regret, I now report the names, in alphabetical order, of the 14 members of the Class of 1942 who died in WWII: 

Philip Bayer, John Bergamini Jr., Dixon Connolly, Paul DeWitt, Roger Dounce, Robert Dunn, 

William Hansen, Harry Johnson, Alexander McDonnell Jr., Rosario Redes, William Sharp, William 

Thoman, Edward Vagoun and Alden Wood. 

One member of our class, William Molinari, died in the Korean War. From this group of classmates, your 

correspondent had personal friendships with Phil Bayer, Roger Dounce and John Bergamini Jr. Phil, a 

decorated Marine hero, was a speedy halfback who caught the winning lateral pass from QB Paul Governali '43 in 

our 19-13 victory over Georgia in 1940. Roger was a talented writer for Jester and a member of Philolexian. John was 

an energetic pole vaulter on our track team. I continue to mourn the loss of them and the sacrifices of all other 

members of the Class of 1942 during their military service. 

I have had several interesting telephone conversations with Dr. Gerald Klingon, our retired neurologist and 

longtime enthusiastic supporter of our football team. Gerry attended a few spring practices, and the spring 

intrasquad game on April 18. He reported that we will have a strong defensive team, with two All-Ivy returnees, Lou 

Miller '10 and Alex Gross 'll. Our offense needs to improve if we are to compete for the Ivy League championship. 

Our starting QB, M.A. Olawale '10, is one of the strongest runners in the league. He will have a talented group of 

receivers, including All-Ivy Austin Knowlin '10. With more success in our passing attack, we could win several more 

games this year. Best wishes to coach Norries Wilson and our players in their quest for the Ivy League championship. 

Don Mankiewicz, who in 1955 won the Harper Prize for his novel, Trial, and was nominated for an Academy 

Award for his screenplay for I Want To Live! and also wrote the pilots for TV shows Ironside and the original Star 

Trek, sent me a copy of a story in the Palisadian Post of April 16 about his grandson, Jack Mankiewicz. Jack, a senior 

at Harvard-Westlake School, won a silver medal in the 2009 national Scholastic Art & Writing Awards competition 

for his one-act play, Revelations, and was invited to attend the national awards ceremony in New York City at 

Carnegie Hall on June 4. Jack is the son of Don's son, John Mankiewicz, well-known TV producer and writer, the 

co-producer of the popular medical show, House M.D. Jack's paternal great-grandfather was Don's father, Herman 

Mankiewicz '17, famous Hollywood screenwriter and creator with Orson Welles of the great film Citizen Kane. Don 

tells me that despite his hope that Jack would be coming to Columbia, Jack will be attending Kenyon College, which 

he chose for its strong creative writing program. Jack, who has clearly inherited his family's genetic gifts, might 

someday end up at Columbia in graduate school to continue the Mankiewicz dynasty here. We will keep a close eye on 

his career. 

A reminder to classmates that because of budget constraints, this issue of CCT is being published in electronic format 

only, with no hard copy distribution. I urge all alumni to contribute financial support to CCT to help underwrite 

future printing and mailing costs of hard copies of CCT, which many of us prefer. Send your contributions to 

Columbia College Today, Columbia Alumni Center, 622 W. 113th St., MC 4530, New York, NY 10025. We look 

forward to the next hard copy of CCT in September/October and many more thereafter. 

Kind regards to all. 



Connie Maniatty 

Citi 

650 5th Ave., 24th Floor 

New York, NY 10019 

connie. s. m aniatty @ Citigroup .com 

Gentlemen, I'm sad to report that I have not received news from you. Please share stories about your lives with your 

classmates and other College alumni. E-mail or mail me your news. 

Henry Rolf Hecht 

11 Evergreen PI. 

Demarest, NJ 07627 

hrhis @ Columbia. edu 

This column had to be written more than a month before our 65th reunion, but it will reach you a month after the 

event, so it's too late to urge you to come and too early to report on the hopefully great goings-on. So we have just a 

few tidbits of news. 

One of our most loyal and still very mobile classmates, Albert Seligmann, and his wife, Bobbie, unfortunately have 

a still greater demand on their loyalties. Their grandson will be graduating from high school in Fredericksburg, Va., 

the Friday of reunion. Later in June, the retired diplomat and spouse were off on another trip to Britain and the 

continent. 

Joseph Cowley is happy with his '44 affiliation, though his stay with the 490th Bomber Group pushed his actual 

graduation to '47. He reports that he "finally finished [his] brief bio of John Adams and [is] seeing it through the 

press just now." 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

c/o Columbia College Today 

Columbia Alumni Center 

622 W. 113th St., MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 

cct@ Columbia. edu 



Columbia College Today is looking for a '45 class correspondent who would be willing to devote a couple hours a 

month to reaching out to and keeping in touch with his classmates and then writing about it six times a year for this 

Class Notes section. If you're interested, please contact Class Notes Editor Ethan Rouen '04 J: 

ecr2102@columbia.edu or 212-851-7485. 

Dr. Barnett Zumoff wrote: "I am in excellent health and am still practicing medicine (endocrinology) at Beth Israel 

Medical Center. I also am active in Yiddish cultural affairs -1 am v.p. of the Forward Association, the Folksbiene 

Yiddish Theatre, the Atran Foundation and the International Association of Yiddish Clubs; co-president of the 

Congress for Jewish Culture; and ex-president of the Workmen's Circle/Arbeter Ring. I recently published my 14th 

and 15th books of translations from Yiddish (poetry and prose) and I am working on four more books, all of which 

should see the light of day within the next year. My granddaughter, Michelle Cammarata '05, is looking forward to 

her fifth class reunion next year. 

"Columbia is close to my heart - it was truly my alma mater, the shaper of my world outlook and the educator of my 

mind." 

Bernard Sunshine 

255 Overlook Rd. 

New Rochelle, NY 10804 

bsuns@optonline.net 

Alan Berman is the only oceanographer in our class, and I reported on him in July/August 2007. In 

correspondence with him recently, he was a bit more revealing about his work. 

Alan writes: "I was negotiating with MIT for an academic appointment, but I needed a job between March and 

September 1952, and Columbia's Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) laboratory offered me temporary employment. It 

was devoted to solving problems related to the rising Soviet Navy submarine threat. I had overlooked that ASW 

research had to be performed at sea and by the time MIT offered me a job, I was doing an experiment at sea. I had to 

say ‘Thanks, but no thanks' to MIT. My temporary job lasted 15 years, and I became director of Columbia's Hudson 

ASW Laboratories. I was a physicist now deeply engaged in oceanography, geophysics, underwater acoustics, signal 

processing and operational research. 

"Columbia had much to be proud of, but all the work was classified, and it received little recognition. The work at 

Hudson Laboratories laid the foundation for an effective ASW system that was used by the Navy to reduce the Soviet 

submarine threat significantly." 

In 1967, Alan was appointed director of the naval research laboratory where much of the work is still highly 

classified. The work here led to satellite communication systems, weather satellites, precision guided weapons, fiber 

optic cables, high-speed computers and techniques later used to defeat improvised explosive devices in Iraq. 



Now retired, Alan continues to serve our country, bringing his expertise to oversight committees and panels in 

Washington, D.C. 

I was so very pleased to hear from John McConnell in Post Falls, Idaho, who, as reported earlier, underwent 

neurosurgery in April 2008. He is just beginning to walk and is not able to write, but he is a real trooper and with 

assistance returned the class questionnaire. Our hats are off to you John, our faithful classmate. 

Continuing my report on your responses to the class questionnaire: 

Question: What are your thoughts about your Columbia experience? 

Typical comments: "Opened my mind to the world," "Best experience of my life," "I have become increasingly proud 

of my Columbia experience," "A richness that keeps paying dividends," "One of the happiest periods," "Wish I could 

repeat much of it" and a very personal "The guys I bled with (crew) on the Harlem and Hudson rivers and away 

races." 

Superlatives such as inspiring, great, exceptional, wonderful, unforgettable, magnifique. The Core was the most often 

cited. 

Some regrets: "Great but rushed," "Wish I had time to enjoy it," "Mostly very, very positive; some very, very 

negative." 

Q: What are your impressions of the Columbia of today? 

One out of five did not answer or said they were not well enough informed. Answers generally reflected the sense of 

Columbia continuing to provide outstanding education and intellectual opportunity. 

Some replies: "Still where I would want to go if I had it to do over again," "Top grade. Does even more of what 

attracted me," "I'm afraid I couldn't get in," "Still the Colossus on the Hudson," "Student applicants I interview are 

terrific," "Happy with ethnic diversity," "Appears to have retained its greatness." 

Other views: "Nothing is as good as it was," "Too liberal," "Do not always agree with administration, but strongly 

support open venue where all parties can be heard," "Still question coeducation at the College rather than Barnard 

merger." [Editor's note: See feature story on coeducation.] 

Q: What are the most important influences on your life? 

Family (wives, parents, children) was most often cited. Following closely are schooling and specific teachers. These 

faculty names are mentioned: Beveridge, Fink, Kinne, Loeb (P&S), Miner, Snyder, Van Doren. 

Other influences listed multiple times are professional relationships, military service and religious affiliation. 

Q: What are the three most important challenges facing the USA? 



The economy was overwhelmingly thought to be the most important challenge. Foreign affairs with emphasis on 

moral leadership was next. Environment, climate change, energy (bundled together) and education shared third. 

Often listed and following closely were health care, national security/terrorism, race relations and equality of 

economic opportunity. 

In 1961, the class survey listed economic recovery, world peace and expanded individual opportunity with emphasis 

on racial integration. 

Q: What do you think our legacy is for our children and grandchildren? 

Credit Richard Heffner for suggesting this searching question. Some replies reflect the world condition we are 

passing on, and others are messages, hopes and challenges for the generations that follow. They are sobering, 

expressing concerns about hunger, poverty, health care, environment, education, the environment, peace, violence, 

war. These are some quotes: 

"A functioning democracy where life is better than any place on earth." 

"A continuing struggle between the best of the American tradition and the worst of our history." 

"Instead of warfare, fight disease, hunger, poverty." 

"Sometimes I despair and I hope it will be no worse than what we experienced." 

"Reestablish the United States as a righteous nation." 

"Being good parents and caring for others." 

"A political system that still can change and adapt peacefully to the needs of a changing world and U.S." 

"We've put them behind the 8 ball. Teach them how to play and improve their odds." 

"If ideologies prevail, a brave new world built on genuine peace. If not, then a smoldering planet whirling silently in 

space." 

I report the sad news that Dr. John G. Koomey died on April 20. After pre-med at Columbia, he earned his M.D. 

from Boston University School of Medicine. John was an anesthesiologist at St. Vincent Hospital in Worcester, Mass. 

Bert Sussman 

155 W. 68th St., Apt. 27D 

New York, NY 10023 

shirbrt@nyc.rr.com 



George Borts, a professor of economics at Brown, sent the following thoughtful and informed reflection on the vast 

economic tsunami facing all of us. In answer to the question, "Are we witnessing a replay of the Great Depression of 

the 1930s?" he wrote: "The Great Depression of the 1930s wiped out the wealth of millions all over the world. It 

began with the Wall Street crash of August 1929, and stock prices continued to fall for the next three years. The Dow 

Jones fell 90 percent in 36 months. Unemployment rose from 3 to 25 percent. Real gross national product fell 25 

percent. 

"The present financial collapse is comparable, but it is too soon to know if it will lead to disaster of the same 

magnitude. The Dow Jones has fallen 53 percent in the last 16 months. Unemployment has increased from 4.6 

percent to 8.5 percent. 

"Both financial crises originated in speculative markets for financial instruments that were not well understood by 

investors. In the 1920s, common stocks were purchased with money borrowed from banks. It was called margin 

trading, referring to the share of the purchase price that was funded by bank loans. The stocks provided collateral for 

the loans, so when the market began to fall, the collateral disappeared, and the banks called in the loans. The 

borrowers could not pay back the loans. The liquidation frenzy that followed led to the collapse of the banking system 

and the Bank Holiday of 1933. 

"In the current crisis, the financial instrument that led many investors to ruin is the home mortgage, insured by 

private lenders as well as the federal government's lending agencies Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. The mortgage 

financing system proved unstable. Its growth depended on the expectation that real estate prices would never fall. To 

make matters worse, many mortgages were issued on the basis of false information provided by home buyers with 

minimal verification by lenders, insurers and securities rating firms (Moody's, Standard and Poors). And when 

mortgages defaulted and housing prices declined, banks tightened their lending standards. What started as a housing 

finance crisis spread to other sectors of the credit markets, including small business loans, education loans, credit 

card balances and auto loans. The liquidation crisis became a catastrophe. 

"To top that, changes in the structure of the finance industry over the last 10 to 15 years have made it more unstable. 

"First, securitization of loans. The lender no longer owns anything conceivably identifiable with the borrower. If Jane 

Doe invests in the mortgage market, she has bought a tiny piece of a diversified group of mortgages that have been 

sliced and diced to spread and reduce the risk that default in mortgage payments could impose on her investment. 

But if all of the mortgages in the group suffer a reduction in cash flow at the same time, the package she has 

purchased may be no safer than investing in a single mortgage. And indeed mortgage defaults have been so pervasive 

that dicing and slicing has proved illusory. 

"Second, mark to market accounting rules, which have only recently been withdrawn, caused banks to declare huge 

losses in mortgage assets. This severely limited their ability to lend. The damage will be expensive to repair. 

"Third, we have been treated to a new financial instrument, credit default swaps, whose market value fluctuations 

threaten the stability of banks, insurers and borrowers. Because it is new and unregulated, it has been abused. It is 



not yet known what losses lie in the future because of the reserve inadequacies it may have induced. 

"So much for diagnosis; what about treatment? After the Great Crash of 1929, there was no effective U.S. economic 

policy until 1933, but what followed was occasionally incoherent. 

"In the present crisis, the Bush and Obama administrations acted without a four-year delay. They have begun to 

repair the capital losses experienced by the country's lending institutions. The federal government has provided 

financial aid to lenders. It will induce them to sell off their holdings of so-called toxic assets, i.e., the junk mortgages 

that have declined in value below their original issue prices. It will require the injection of capital from the U.S. 

Treasury in the hope that banks will make sufficient profits in the future to repay the investment. In addition, the 

Obama administration has generated a stimulus program that will increase federal spending on a variety of projects, 

similar in spirit to what the New Deal did in 1933. 

"The Obama administration's list of projects could triple the federal budget and has begun to arouse concern about 

the ability of the government to service its future debt without inflation. The list includes establishing health care for 

the 15 percent of the population that has no insurance now, providing loans to GM and Chrysler, aid to education, 

pollution control and reducing dependence on imported energy. The increased need for taxes will be undeniable. 

"If you have a grandchild looking for a career, I suggest that in the next decade the most rapidly growing occupation 

will be tax accounting." 

I received the following from Dan Hoffman in the mail: 

"(Baton Rouge, La., February 16, 2009) Former Poet Laureate Daniel Hoffman's latest collection, The Whole Nine 

Yards: Longer Poems, is the winner of the L. E. Phillabaum Poetry Award, sponsored by LSU Press. The Press 

established this prize to honor its director emeritus, Les Phillabaum (1936-2009) and his long commitment to poetry 

publishing. 

"The Whole Nine Yards, published in April, offers poems spanning Hoffman's long career. These explore violence 

and transcendence in realistic, gothic and comic modes, as they tell of war, cold war, domestic violence, bureaucratic 

oppression and a compassionate rescue at sea. Searching and lyrical suites celebrate the births of children, recoup a 

year in wartime France, and meditate on life and death, the seen and unseen. The result is a compelling collection 

from a distinguished poet." 

Hoffman also has published a dozen books of poems, including Brotherly Love, a finalist for the National Book 

Award and the National Book Critics Circle Award. The best-known of his half-dozen critical studies is Poe Poe Poe 

Poe Poe Poe Poe, also a National Book Award finalist. Dan is the Felix Shelling Professor of English Emeritus at 

Penn. He lives in Swarthmore, Pa., and on Cape Rosier in Maine. 

The poems and editorial career of Dan's late wife, Elizabeth McFarland, were featured in an exhibition in April 

(National Poetry Month) at the Rosenbach Museum & Library in Philadelphia. Liz was poetry editor of Ladies' Home 

Journal from 1948-61 and published poems by such major poets as Marianne Moore, W.H. Auden, Mark Van Doren, 



Richard Eberhart, Theodore Roethke and Walter de la Mare, and by many young poets soon to become famous 

including Maxine Kumin, Adrienne Rich, Sylvia Plath, Donald Hall '55 and John Updike. LHJ gave these poets their 

largest readership (more than six million) and most generous payments. Liz got the rates increased from $1 to $10 

per line and helped raise the taste of the reading public. Her own poems are in her book Over the Summer Water. 

Dan was a very pleasant, very focused freshman 69 years ago, and I remember him with affection. In 1940, South 

Field encompassed a running track, the straight paths the length plus some of Butler Library, the eastern curving 

end going past the college residence halls, John Jay, Livingston and Hartley. I lived in 612 Hartley that first year and 

every morning at 6:30 or so looked out the window and saw Danny Hoffman running around the track. It was all part 

of that relatively innocent and golden time of our lives. 

Durham Caldwell 

15 Ashland Ave. 

Springfield, MA 01119 

durham-c@att.net 

You're probably aware of the unveiling last December of a Columbia University War Memorial in Butler Library. 

(See March/April "Around the Quads" item.) You also should be aware that the University has set up a Web site to 

complement the memorial that lists the names of all those Columbians known to have given their lives in the nation's 

wars. Two of the 20 names of those who died in the Korean War are identified as members of the Class of '48: 

Robert C. Baetz and Marshall Edwin Simonson. Robert may have been a graduate of the School of General 

Studies. His name does not appear in Columbia College records. Marshall, from Malverne, N.Y., had an active life on 

campus as an undergraduate. He took part in Varsity Show, band, orchestra and varsity track, and was on the Social 

Affairs and Senior Prom committees. Any class members who have memories of Robert or Marshall are invited to 

share them through this column. 

Seymour Waldman of Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y., a lawyer who died on January 10, was a veteran of WWII Navy 

sea duty (see Obituaries, May/June). Dr. Herbert Hendin '46, CEO and medical director of Suicide Prevention 

International, was an old friend from their time together on the Columbia tennis team and earlier. Herb remembers 

playing his first tennis match with Seymour at 10 and came to admire "the grace and fluidity of his groundstrokes, 

his fine serve and his excellent volleying." Herb provides this reminiscence from their Columbia days: 

"At that time, a track coach served as Columbia's part-time tennis coach, and teams like Princeton and Harvard did 

not take us seriously. Sey was tall and thin, but with thick-rimmed glasses looked more like a scholar, which he was, 

than a fine athlete, which he also was. Ivy League opponents, who assumed they would beat him easily, would 

become increasingly and demonstrably upset when they were losing to him. Sey had a calm manner on the court and 

exhibited no reaction to such outbursts, which seemed to infuriate them even more. I recall playing on an adjoining 

court and watching the drama. Our coach noticed that and made sure I did not play singles next to Sey in future 

matches." 



Herb also saw firsthand Seymour's skill as a lawyer in a case in which he represented his classmate. Herb had been 

running a research and treatment program for Vietnam veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder at a VA hospital 

when a veteran with the disorder attempted to smuggle a loaf of bread out of the hospital dining room. The hospital 

administrator had him arrested and jailed. He hanged himself that night in his cell. 

Herb, who knew that vets with PTSD have trouble sleeping and that this vet was probably taking the bread to satisfy 

midnight hunger pangs of himself and his comrades, was asked to testify at the resulting hearing. The administrator 

tried unsuccessfully to block his testimony and later tried to censure him for testifying. Herb appealed the censure 

with Seymour as his lawyer: 

"Sey felt the injustice of how the veterans were treated, and he argued cogently and passionately but was never 

critical of the opposing lawyers. He appealed to them, in the phrase from Lincoln that Obama has made popular, to 

'listen to the better angels of their nature.' He acted as if we were all there to correct an injustice to veterans." 

The opposing lawyers' report to the VA supported Seymour's position. It was announced that the administrator was 

retiring and that veterans hospitalized with PTSD would be able to get food during the evening. In Herb's words: "He 

was responsible for influencing a report that helped change a rigid and foolish hospital policy." 

The May/June CCT also noted the deaths of Anthony Komninos of Fernandina Beach, Fla., on January 8, 2008, 

and Jay Bernstein, pediatric pathologist of West Bloomfield. Mich., on February 23, 2009. Jay, one of three 

Bernsteins in '48, was chairman of Sawbones, president of the Folklore Society, on the executive council of Pre-Med 

and on the executive committee of Seixas. 

John Gould of Santa Monica, Calif., is a '48er who owes his College degree — plus a master's and a Ph.D. from 

Columbia - to the G.I. Bill. John had completed two years at Brooklyn College, going nights while working full-time, 

when he was drafted into the Army. His three years of service included time in the European Theater as a corporal in 

the 1255th Engineer Combat Battalion in the Third Army under Patton and the Seventh Army under Lt. Gen. 

Alexander Patch. 

The 1255th saw action in the Ardennes, had a hand in pushing the Germans out of Luxembourg and took part in the 

Rhineland and the Central European campaigns. Men of the battalion visited Buchenwald soon enough after its 

liberation that John can verify the worst happenings of the Holocaust, including lampshades made from human skin. 

He also recalls, "I did see Patton with his pearl-handled revolver." John remembers his Army experience as one of 

the best times of his life. He made good friends in England and has been back to Europe a number of times. 

"I felt we were fighting for a good cause," he says. "I feel terrible for the people who've been in the armed forces 

during our recent wars." 

As a veteran entering Columbia halfway through his college years, John says he didn't make too many friends on 

campus, but one he especially remembers is Herb Goldman. 



Of his Columbia professors, John especially remembers Richard Hofstadter, who "helped me to be critical and to 

recognize my biases." 

With his three Columbia degrees — and a certificate in contemporary literature from a summer program at the 

University of London - John taught for 25 years at the University of Southern California, becoming American 

professor of business communication specializing in business in Asian countries. He spent considerable time in 

China, Japan and Korea learning the ins and outs of business communication in those countries. 

An interesting missive from George Woolfe: "I read with particular interest the article in The New York Times 

regarding Dr. Michele Moody-Adams' appointment as Dean of the College. If you are going to break long-overdue 

barriers, you might as well do it two at one blow so as to bring us up to the present more quickly. The residents of the 

South Side of Chicago are really asserting themselves these days. If they keep it up, the Toddlin' Town might someday 

overcome its inferiority complex regarding the Big Apple. Just keep sending their people to Columbia. 

"The Times article brought to mind the man who was dean when we were in college, Nick McKnight. I recalled 

receiving a postcard from him halfway through my freshman semester in 1943 (I was living at home) warning that I 

was in danger of over-cutting. Not wanting my folks to find out, I quickly disposed of it. A few nights later my father 

came home and began lecturing me on the dangers of cutting classes. I was sure I had gotten rid of the notice and 

asked him what made him think I would do such a thing. He informed me that he had played in a duplicate bridge 

tournament with McKnight the night before. I had forgotten they were bridge partners. I had to walk a very fine line 

until the Army Air Corps rescued me a few months later." 

My predecessor as Class Notes correspondent, Ted Melnechuk, continues to be a contributor. Here's his latest: 

"In a funny paperback book by Robert Byrne, The Fourth and By Far the Most Recent 637Best Things Anybody 

Ever Said, I recently read the following quote by the late Thaddeus "Tad" Golas: Quote No. 208, 'Monogamous 

and monotonous are synonymous.' " 

Ted tells us that Tad served in the Army and was wounded in the Battle of the Bulge — and "was married and 

divorced several times." 

John Weaver 

2639 E. 11th St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11235 

wudchpr@gmail.com 

It is only a few weeks between this writing and our reunion. We are geared up and anticipating a wonderful weekend. 

Your correspondent also accepted the invitation to help carry our class banner in the Class Day Alumni Parade of 

Classes ceremony on May 19. 



Once again, we should all be heartened by the continued public service of a classmate. And, proudly we celebrate Dr. 

Jerome Blum as recipient of the Jefferson Award for Public Service. The note that arrived by my e-mail is quoted 

below: 

"Long-time Foothills member Jerry Blum was given the Jefferson Award for Public Service for his 30 months of 

dedicated creation and push of California Bill SB 1401 for proper screening and treatment of traumatic brain injuries 

(TBIs) and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorders (PTSD) of our returning men and women war veterans from Iraq and 

Afghanistan. SB 1401 was signed into law September 30, 2008. In this deep economic depression, SB 1401 will not 

cost the California taxpayers any additional funds. Jerry plans to pursue this veteran's health care need across the 

other 49 states and on the Federal level." 

Jerry was interviewed on CBS TV 5 KPIX by anchor Kate Kelly. For those of you who want to see the interview, you 

can find it here. 

For those of you who missed Bob Butler's presentation at our reunion class dinner, as well as those of us who were 

privileged to attend, this very special note: I have been informed that Bob has further endeared himself to our class 

and our school by making a gift of $25,000 earmarked for the preservation of the Core Curriculum. Bob is our 

honoree for this our 60th reunion year. He is the recipient of our gift, and we have gratitude for his life's work on our 

behalf. 

That he has chosen this occasion to be the giver is yet further testimony to the character of the man, and again the 

source of pride for us as his classmates. If you can join Bob in giving, feel privileged as well! 

I hope the reason I have not heard from more of you is that you were saving any news to share during reunion. 

However, for those who were not able to join us, no excuse! Let us hear from you. 

Please note my new e-mail address: wudchpr@gmail.com. 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

Mario Palmieri 

33 LakeviewAve. W. 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

mapal @bestweb. net 

Raymond Scalettar practices medicine in Washington, D.C. and is a clinical professor of medicine at The George 

Washington University Medical Center. Ray attended the Columbia University Athletics Hall of Fame dinner at Low 



Library as the guest of his friend Gene Rossides '49, who was inducted into the Hall of Fame. Ray mentions that he is 

looking forward to our 60th reunion. 

And we all should be thinking about our next reunion. By the time you read this, we'll be less than one year away 

from that occasion. It's not too early to start thinking about it and making plans to attend. Class reunions normally 

are held on the first weekend in June. As yet no specific reunion program is in the works, but you will be receiving 

information in the coming months. The thing for you to do now is to plan to be there! 

Sad to report, I. Oliver Snyder of Somers, N.Y., died in February. [Editor's note: See Obituaries.] 

George Koplinka 

75 Chelsea Rd. 

White Plains, NY 10603 

desiah@aol.com 

"Universities Cutting Teams As They Trim Their Budgets." This headline appeared in the sports section of The New 

York Times on May 4. As noted in the article, after three decades of growth in the number of teams and student- 

athletes, academic institutions, large and small, private and public, are slashing millions of dollars from their sports 

budgets. The University of Cincinnati wiped out sports scholarships, MIT eliminated eight teams, Stanford is slashing 

$10 million across the next three years and Lehigh trimmed $250,000 from its budget. What's the point? If we 

alums don't increase our participation in fundraising, more minor sports teams, such as wrestling, gymnastics and 

fencing, will bite the dust. No teams have been dropped by Columbia, but all branches of the University, including 

the College, are having to trim their budgets. For example, the time-honored Dean's Day was coupled with the early 

June Alumni Reunion Weekend on the Morningside campus, in part to save money, much to the chagrin of our class 

officers and the large number of CC '51 members who regularly attend this spring event. 

Here's a solution. How about if we take a good hard look at what we have been contributing to the Columbia College 

Fund? Of the 310 members in our class, only 95 participated this past year. That's less than 31 percent, and our total 

gift giving was $78,000, next to last place in the 1950s group. If the remaining 215 members were to contribute even 

$100 each, we could raise our total close to $100,000. No guarantee, but our generosity to the fund and to Athletics 

just might help to make some future Lion an Olympic champion or Nobel Prize-winner. 

A while back we received a note from James "Tex" McNallen that got buried in our file. He reported on several 

alumni, including Stanley L. Beck, with whom he keeps in contact. Stan, an ROTC member, received a deferment 

to finish the Law School before his Navy assignment to the Judge Advocate General's Corps, where he served for just 

over 11 years, mostly in Europe and the Mediterranean theater. Because of his skill as an interpreter, Stan had an 

assignment with the American delegation to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. When NATO moved from Paris 

to Brussels, Stan followed. He continued his career in civilian status and remained with NATO until his retirement. 

Stan still lives in Brussels with his wife, Hedy. They have two children, a son, Tony, who lives in London, and a 



daughter, Marissa, who lives in Brussels. Stan can be reached at #12 Avenue Longueville: 1150 Brussels, Belgium. 

Stanley Schachter sent an e-mail from Florida with a memorial message written by Norman Friedman. 

Writing about the death last April of his close friend since grade school, Jerome J. Botkin, Norm said, "Jerry and I 

met in first grade at P.S. 3 in Yonkers, N.Y., and became good friends from the start. We went to the same schools for 

16 years, from first grade through our four years at Columbia. Jerry then went to NYU Medical School, and I went to 

Downstate in Brooklyn. We remained in touch and saw each other on various occasions. The last time we were 

together was at our 50th high school reunion (Glenn M. Friedman also was there). Jerry was stricken with a 

malignant brain tumor six years ago. We talked frequently during the next five years, and Jerry was always upbeat to 

the end. He was a wonderful man and a great friend; he is missed." 

Many of us are now considering a change in lifestyle, giving up our homes and acquiring a residence in a retirement 

community. While most arrangements can be made with reputable organizations, Ted Bihuniak phoned with a 

note of caution. He and his wife, Marilyn, are considering moving from Connecticut and have visited an attractive 

property in construction in the Midwest. Ted warns that in this current state of economic uncertainty, purchasers 

should be careful before signing any contract if there is the least concern the retirement community may not be 

completed as planned. 

In the last issue, we briefly mentioned Jeremy Gaige, who lives in Philadelphia. Nowhere is the rest of the story. 

Jeremy prepared for college at Phillips Andover and served in the Army Medical Corps before entering Columbia. 

His journalism career began at The New York Times, followed by associations with newspapers in Syracuse and 

Toledo. Returning to New York City, he became a writer for Forbes magazine and later The Wall Street Journal. In 

recent years, Jeremy was a speechwriter for a major pharmaceutical company. Although he was highly respected by 

his peers as a journalist, he achieved far greater distinction as a chess historian and archivist. He found the game of 

chess fascinating, but admitted to not being a great player. What overshadowed his gravitation to chess was studying 

the game's development and the lives of its leading practitioners. Discovering there was virtually no concentrated 

material on the subject, Jeremy spent 40 years completing a bibliography of chess notables consisting of more than 

15,000 entries. He has published several books on his studies, including Chess Tournament Crosstables, and his 

monographs and cataloging of biobibliographical chess entries, which he gave to the Cleveland Public Library, 

earned a citation in the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

On December 12, the Columbia University War Memorial was unveiled during a ceremony at Butler Library. The 

memorial, honoring 460 known alumni who lost their lives in conflicts dating from the American Revolution, was 

proposed by James Lennon '43. His work, and that of his committee, failed to gain wide support right away. Noting 

that no action was being taken to follow up on Lennon's proposal for a memorial, Frederick C. Stark Jr. contacted 

the Columbia Alliance for ROTC, and Alliance chairman Ted Graske '59, to see if the project could be rejuvenated. 

With encouragement from then-Provost Alan Brinkley, the U.S. Military Veterans of Columbia, a "working group on 

war remembrance," was charged with making recommendations that finally led to the memorial now housed in 

Butler Library. Congratulations to the veterans, faculty, students, administrators and alumni who helped bring the 

memorial to fruition. (For additional information, go online to the "Roll of Honor" to view lists of alumni who died in 

wars, photos and archival data.) 



Have a great summer, and send postcards to your Notes editor with vacation news. 

j g 2 Sidney Prager 

20 Como Ct. 

Manchester, NJ 08759 

sidmaxg @ aol. com 

This issue will mark a full year since your reporter agreed to take on this assignment. It has been an interesting and 

enlightening opus. Some of our classmates have responded with enthusiasm and delight to the idea of reconnecting 

with classmates who are out there somewhere, although unseen. Others say they will or would like to but make no 

attempt to reply. A few make it clear they are not interested, have nothing to say and do not want to be bothered. Oh, 

well. 

Here are some uplifting updates from our enthusiastic classmates: 

From George Hunter: "My wife, Ginny '54 Barnard, and I continue to enjoy our retirement, although Ginny 

frequently points out to me that I seem to be the only one who's really retired! Our oldest granddaughter entered 

Princeton in fall 2007. Since we live not too far from Princeton, I decided to resume my academic career and have 

been auditing classes there for the last four semesters. Although our paths rarely cross on campus, Ginny and I enjoy 

having her spend an occasional weekend at our house when she needs a break from the dorms. I have found 

attending classes there to be stimulating and rewarding. It really takes me back to my days at Columbia and reminds 

me of what a blessing it is to be exposed to the faculty and atmosphere of a great university." 

From Roma Haag, the wife of Raymond C. Haag: "Hi Sid, my husband has agreed to have the following statement 

placed in your next edition. ‘On January 12,1 had open heart surgery to replace two valves. All went well, and I am 

recovering nicely.'" 

Robert Adelman (class president) sent a number of items. The first was this e-mail. "Dear Sid: I read with a sense 

of amazement about your adventure (misadventure?) last Thanksgiving. I am so glad that all ended well. My wife, 

Judith, and I spend half of our year in Amelia Island Plantation, mostly playing golf, and half on the Maine Coast 

across the bay from Bar Harbor. We are in the Fernandina Beach, Fla., and Ellsworth, Maine, phonebooks and 

would welcome calls and visits from classmates. I suppose it is not too early to remind everyone that our next reunion 

in 2012 will be our 60th. Any suggestions about changes from the format of our 55th on campus in 2007 will be 

much appreciated. Thanks for being our class reporter and doing what is best described as a thankless task." 

On April 9, Robert Adelman wrote: "Dear Lions: Thought you'd find the attached letter of interest. I enjoyed 

reading it. Perhaps Sid Prager will put this in an issue of Columbia College Today so that all of our classmates can 

read it." 

The following is the letter: 



"Dear Mr. and Mrs. Adelman: 

"It is without a doubt that anyone trying to attain his goals needs to work hard and face many obstacles. However, 

with the help of the generous scholarship that I have received, my goals seem a lot easier to accomplish. I cannot 

express in these few words my utmost gratitude to those who care so much for the future of students like me by 

dedicating not only their money, but their time and passion into helping educate students to their highest potential. 

In short, thank you very much. 

"The past semesters would not have been the same without the support of the scholarship. For me, this past semester 

was quite enjoyable and definitely opened my eyes to the opportunities that Columbia University can offer. Besides 

taking the sophomore Core classes, my intermediate Punjabi class was certainly my favorite class because it allowed 

me to connect to my culture in a way that I have never done and allowed me to meet people my age with similar 

interests. Besides that, the content of my ‘Mind, Brain and Behavior' class was so interesting that I actually have 

changed my intended major to the burgeoning study of neuroscience and behavior, and I plan to apply for summer 

research opportunities soon. However, I must say that the highlights of this past semester were my extracurricular 

activities, which include Club Zamana (Columbia's and Barnard's South Asian student organization), CU Bhangra 

(an Indian dance team) and Columbia's Sikh Students Association, because they allowed me to reconnect with my 

Indian culture, meet others like myself on campus, keep in shape and give back to the community through 

volunteering and performing. I plan to work even harder and enjoy myself even more to make my Columbia College 

experience well worthwhile and unforgettable. 

"Once again, I appreciate all that I have been given and hope to continue receiving help along the way to reaching my 

goals. 

"With best regards, 

"RajkaranS. Sachdej ['ll]" 

The writer is one of four recipients of the Class of 1952 scholarships that were funded by our classmates primarily 

from fundraising efforts in conjunction with our 35th, 40th, 45th and 50th reunions. Our deceased classmate Stan 

Garrett was instrumental in all of our prior fund-raising efforts, ably assisted by Jack Ripperger. 

Richard H. Broun has retired from the Department of Housing and Urban Development after 41 years of federal 

service. He was director of HUD's Office of Environment and Energy and was the environmental clearance officer for 

the department with oversight for reviews conducted throughout the country. He represented HUD on numerous 

interagency and professional committees and the United States at several bilateral and multilateral organizations. 

Richard received a Presidential Meritorious Service Award and recently was recognized by the Advisory Council on 

Historic Preservation. After three years at the College, he took the fourth year in the professional option program at 

the School of Architecture, completed further architecture and planning studies at the Illinois Institute of Technology 

and worked in local government for 11 years before joining HUD. Richard is a life member of the American Planning 

Association and the American Institute of Certified Planners. He can be reached at rhb51@columbia.edu. 



Peter Notaro retired from his endodontic practice in Manhattan and his teaching of post-graduate endodontics at 

Columbia's College of Dental Medicine. He divides his time between Boynton Beach, Fla., and his summer home of 

long standing in Fire Island, N.Y., where he reunites with his two children and their spouses. They have given Peter 

and Ellen their first three grandchildren, all within the past two years. When he moved to Florida from Manhasset, 

N.Y., Peter found himself serendipitously just several minutes away from Sid Prager, who, along with Art 

Ingerman, were the only two classmates with whom he shared Columbia College and the College of Dental 

Medicine. "There could not have been two finer choices," wrote Peter. 

Thank you all for your contributions. I am now in New Jersey, telephone number 732-408-0206. E-mail address is 

the same. Please send updates via e-mail. You don't have to wait for a telephone call. 

-1 q /— q Lew Robins 

1221 Stratfield Rd. 

Fairfield, CT 06825 

lewrobins @ aol. com 

Not too long ago, I was watching Antiques Roadshow on public television and surprisingly heard a voice that 

sounded exactly like George Lowry's. Sure enough, George's son, Nicolas, is the show's national expert for 

evaluating the value of old posters and other artwork. 

Allan (Ajax) Jackman sent a note indicating that, unbelievably for the first time in 56 years, he received a byline 

in Spectator. Apparently, an associate editor sent Ajax an e-mail asking him to write a 600-900-word essay about an 

undergraduate experience that had a significant effect on his later life. The following are highlights of Ajax's article, 

which appeared in the March 23 edition of Spectator: 

"At the time, getting a good grade in Professor Charles Dawson's organic chemistry class was considered a key to 

gaining admission into a top-notch Eastern medical school. Somehow, admissions officers at several medical schools 

in the Northeast had made a discovery that over the years, a strong correlation existed between the grade that a 

Columbia student acquired in Professor Dawson's course and how well they did in medical school. I was just an 

average student getting B grades in most classes and indeed, I got a B on the organic chemistry midterm. But the 

final was the real cruncher. There were 10 questions on the exam worth 10 points each with the last question being 

‘special.' This was a 'bonus question' where we were asked to draw the chemical structure of an organic compound 

that Professor Dawson had mentioned in class but had never drawn on the backboard. 

"While I was studying the night before the exam with a fraternity brother, he suddenly pulled out his brother's 

different organic chemistry textbook from NYU. My friend quickly leafed through it and suddenly stopped at a page 

and asked, 'Did Dawson ever mention DDT to us?' 

'"Yes,' I replied after some thought. 'Something about it being recently used in Africa to wipe out mosquitoes and 

eradicate malaria.' So the last thing I did before going to sleep was to write out the complex chemical structure of 



DDT. As luck would have it, it was Question #10. Only a handful of students got it right, and I was handed a 'gift' of 

10 points on a platter. Only six members of the class of more than 100 were given A grades, and I got one of them. 

"That fall, at my interview at Harvard Medical School, my interviewer suddenly said, 'I see that you got an A in 

Dawson's course. Because of this, I am hereby authorized to offer you an acceptance here and now at Harvard.' But I 

didn't take it, preferring to go to Columbia P&S." 

In his note, Ajax indicated that this is a true story of how he managed to get into P&S, which led to a 40-year career 

in internal medicine in San Francisco. [Editor's note: Read the full article in Spectator here.] 

Steve Reich and his wife, Shyla, celebrated their 50th anniversary in January at a golf tournament that included a 

team of Bob Reiss '51, Howard Hansen '52 and Steve versus their sons. 

After a two-year stint as a 2nd lieutenant and platoon leader in the Marine Corps, and earning his M.B.A. at the 

Business School, Steve had a successful 40-year career with the Home Life Insurance Co. before retiring about 10 

years ago. He and Shyla live on a small ranch with three horses in Orlando, Fla. One advantage to life in Orlando is 

that they are near their sons, Rob and John, and five grandchildren. They also own a fractional interest in a large, 

commercial ranch in Bozeman, Mont., where they keep four horses. 

Talking to Steve by phone, I learned that members of Lou Little's 1951-54 football teams held a reunion at Virginia 

Beach, Va., last September. 

This past February, Steve and Shyla joined a group of 76 adventurous souls on an around-the-world-in-3V2-weeks 

trip via a private 757 jet. As they embarked, Steve was surprised and delighted to discover that Dick Lempert and 

his wife, Marylou, were on board. To say the least, it was quite an adventure. They visited 10 world heritage sites, 

including the Taj Mahal in India, the Luxor Pyramids in Egypt and the Serengeti in Tanzania, Africa, where driving 

in Land Rovers on dirt roads, they came within 30 feet of lions, giraffes, zebras and elephants. 

Howard Falberg 

13710 Paseo Bonita 

Poway, CA 92064 

westmontgr@aol.com 

No news this time around, gentlemen, but stay tuned for an action-packed reunion roundup in the 

September/October issue. 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 



1955 
Gerald Sherwin 

181 E. 73rd St., Apt. 6A 

New York, NY 10021 

gs481@juno.com 

The new Dean of the College has officially arrived on campus and has settled into the job at hand. All of our 

philosophy majors should feel at home chatting it up with Dean Michele M. Moody-Adams, who earned her Ph.D. in 

philosophy. 

As usual, there is a lot of "stuff' happening on or near the campus. More than two dozen Upper Manhattan 

restaurants dished out tasty delights for the general public during the inaugural "Taste of Morningside Heights," held 

under tents on Low Plaza. Despite the damp weather, a sizeable crowd partook in the food-a-thon. All proceeds went 

to Columbia's Community Impact. [See "Around the Quads."] By now, most students and alumni have heard of the 

Cafe Columbia events now held every Monday at PicNic, a local bistro, where Columbia professors give seminars on 

various topics to throngs of people. This initiative, by popular demand, was expanded to include topics in the arts, 

science, humanities and social science. If you are in the neighborhood, drop by - but get there early (before 6 p.m.). 

The student-organized Columbia Community Outreach (CCO), which began in the late '90s, was held again a couple 

of months ago. In New York, close to 1,000 students, alumni, faculty and friends went into the various environs of 

Morningside Heights, Harlem and Washington Heights to help clean up, paint, fix up, plant and so on throughout the 

day. A truly rewarding experience. This event, or a version thereof, also was held in other cities around the world. In 

addition to CCO, Columbia makes its mark outside the campus, conducting various travel programs such as tours 

and other involvement at the Venice Biennale, with key faculty members and deans Carol Becker and Mark Wigley. A 

21-day visit by private jet to the Lands of the Great Buddha (China, Japan, Mongolia, Nepal and Bhutan) is planned 

for the fall. Barnard professor Wiebke Denecke will lead an exploration of China on an air, land and cruise tour later 

this year. The School of Architecture will have a footprint in Beijing and Amman, as these cities will be the first two of 

a planned network of Columbia outposts in international capitals that will facilitate new research and study abroad. 

With the increase in student enrollment at the College, more time is being spent advising the incoming Class of 2013 

in New York and around the country. They all look like we did when we entered the school in 1951. Actually, we 

probably could have used some advising (and even now). 

Our classmates - where are they and what are they doing? A1 Ginepra, who is related to Paul Zimmerman (by the 

marriage of their son and daughter), reports that Paul is slowly getting better from his medical problem. Denny 

Haggerty and Bob Dillingham (both living in Florida) have been in touch with the Zimmerman household. Bob is 

still trying to find the whereabouts of his teammate, Ben Hoffman. Our good friend Harold Kushner recently was 

in New York City, from Massachusetts, to do the audio version of his latest book, coming out in October, Conquering 

Fear. We may have another "hit" to report on. 

Peter Pressman, living and working in Manhattan, and Forest Hills' own Ralph Wagner (making his residence 



in Massachusetts) have indicated they want to be on the invite list for the monthly dinner tour of the members of the 

Class of '55. The next soiree will take place in September. You will always have Ron Spitz (Wachovia Securities) and 

Don Laufer (attorney) in attendance no matter where the event is taking place. Making the rounds in New England, 

we find Herb Cooper, retired chief of medical service in Salem, Mass., and Bernie Chasan, professor emeritus of 

physics at Boston University who lives in Jamaica Plain. We heard from Ferdie Setaro in Southern New Jersey, 

ready and willing to make an appearance at our 55th reunion. In Lebanon, Penn., is Dave Angus, the retired CFO 

for Satisfied Customers. We hope to see Dave there as well. 

Among our guys who live in the Washington, D.C., area are John Pearman, who is a retired manager of sales to 

the federal government for Mobil Oil - John makes his home in McLean, Va. - and John Crocker, adjunct 

professor at American, who resides in Burke, Va. Closer to New York is Ben Kaplan, working in the insurance 

business, who informs us that he attended Roosevelt H.S. with Lew Mendelson and David Halberstam. His old 

buddy Jerry Catuzzi recently returned from a Switzerland-China business trip safe and sound. We visited with 

ex-CICer Jim Hudson on his recent sojourn to New York City. Jim also spent time with Ezra Levin discussing 

matters of interest. Harris Epstein practices medicine in Bellmore, Long Island, and Jack Kirman is a 

psychologist in midtown Manhattan. Outside of New York is Michael Pressman, formerly associate professor of 

computer science at C.W. Post, living in Coconut Creek, Fla., where he fulfills his present passion, music. (Michael 

has played eight instruments through the years and was an oboist for the Columbia orchestra during his days at alma 

mater.) Michael is the older brother of Ed Pressman '62. Also in Sarasota, Fla., (home of the Red Sox training camp) 

is one of our favorite attorneys, Shelly Basch. (There are a lot of them, favorites that is.) We heard from Bill 

Kronick (Los Angeles), whose fourth book, All Stars Die, was recently foisted on the reading public (Kronick's 

words). It is a contemporary "dark" love story that has a lot to do with Columbia's astrophysics department. In 

Gilroy, Calif., is David Winter (physician/biotech exec) and in Montgomery, Texas (the heartland), working for 

Exxon, is Thor Koszman. Another '55er who is making his life overseas is Constantine Vichey. Our architect 

classmate lives in Chateau Guimard, La Clotte, France. 

A couple bits of sad news to report: We learned that Nick Moore and Harold Rosenthal passed away. 

Condolences are sent to their families and loved ones. 

The brightest and the best group of alumni - the Columbia College Class of 1955 - a reminder that our 55th is looming 

closer. 

You'll meet and greet old (obviously) friends, regale each other with tales of the past, toast to the future, sing the 

Alma Mater with the group you spent a significant number of years with, take the swimming test again and much 

more. 

You will love it! 

Go '55! Love to all, everywhere! 



Alan N. Miller 

257 Central Park West, Apt. 9D 

New York, NY 10024 

oldocal@aol.com 

Well, winter is certainly over and four days pushing 90 degrees in April, no less. A crazy year for weather all over the 

country. The allergies go along with the warm weather and flowers and trees, and I have been using every medication 

I can get my hands on. It also prevents my cigar smoking! 

Recently, I had a fun dinner with Roz and Buz Paaswell and Joshua Hollander and his wife, Sheila, and 

daughter, Susie, down from Rochester. Buz reminded me he sent me an e-mail in March for CCT. I actually 

remembered and am only too happy to write up anything I get - not often enough - from you guys. It was about 

another award for our favorite transportation expert. Buz received an honor from the NYU Wagner Rudin Center: 

the Annual Leadership in Transportation Award. We are proud of you, Buz. 

On March 31, we had a record 13 guys for our monthly class lunch, this time at the Columbia Club. It is a really fun 

event, with talking to the extent you expect from Columbia guys. Attending from Michigan was Murray Easton. 

Also there were Jerry Fine, Ralph Kaslick, Buz Paaswell, Ron Kapon, Arthur Frank, Steve Easton, Alan 

Broadwin, A1 Franco, Mark Novick, Alan Press, Peter Klein and yours truly. Our following lunch, on April 

30 at the club, also broke records with several attendees not there on March 31: Stan Klein, Bob Siroty, Dan 

Link and a visitor from Arizona, Giora Ben-Horin. Our next event on May 14 was at Dan’s country club in 

Westchester, where we played tennis and ate lunch. We love to eat! Do join us for lunch. It is fun to see old friends, 

and it is a chance to make new friends. 

The spring Columbia events were Class Day on May 19 and Commencement on May 20. If the weather is nice these 

are great events. Consider attending them in the future. The annual Dean's Day was held on June 6. If you came for 

breakfast, you heard Dean Austin Quigley speak as dean for the last time on Dean’s Day. He is such a nice guy and 

speaks so well, with great Columbia feeling. For the first time in my 50 years of attending, it was held on the Saturday 

of Alumni Reunion Weekend, in my opinion a mistake, as it lumps a College event with class-specific events. 

My Columbia classes have ended - they were great fun, and if my mind worked as it did 50-plus years ago, I would 

know more. Quigley corrected me and said I would remember more with a fine distinction. The courses were on 

Plato, whom I disagree with often, as an excellent professor, Kathy Eden, said; a fascinating art and architecture 

course with Holger Klein, which started with ancient Greece and ended with Raphael and Michelangelo; and finally, 

a course on modern Arab literature, including the two Nobel winners, Naguib Mahfouz and Orhan Pamuk. I might 

never have read their books if not for the course taught by Professor Hossein Kamaly. I strongly recommend taking 

courses. I have been doing so for 24 years, even while practicing full-time. Keeps the brain cells moving about. 

So guys, let me hear from you with info to help me write this column, join us for class lunches and Columbia events 

and do order the excellent 50th reunion DVD, which Steve Easton worked so hard to get done. Also, remember we 

have 10 annual class scholarships to fund, so keep your contributions coming to ole Columbia. 



Here is wishing us all health, happiness, longevity and a rising stock market with concerned children and 

extraordinary grandchildren. If any great-grands, let me know, as they are worth a mention. 

Love to all. 

Herman Levy 

7322 Rockford Dr. 

Falls Church, VA 22043 

hdlleditor @ aol. com 

Martin Brothers: "I have set out my idea below for a luncheon/symposium, or as I prefer to think of it, a 

topical-theme related luncheon in a venue where the attendees can co-mingle more freely, and at which a 

knowledgeable member - invited faculty guest or other informed person - may open the discussion, answer questions 

and entertain comments from our group and [facilitate] discussion among ourselves. The topics could range from 

health care, to foreign affairs (e.g., the Middle East, Iraq, Afghanistan), to global warming or even a book of interest 

to the group. 

"The venue might have to change from the prestigious Fifth Avenue locale of the University Club, where arrangement 

of tables and the social setting may not work for the kind of conversation and dialogue I have in mind. Alternate 

venues might be Columbia's Faculty House, the new Columbia Alumni Center or some other locale. 

"Initially, it might be of interest to poll the usual suspects (expected attendees) if such a luncheon/symposium would 

be of interest to them: ideas, where or how to conduct it or other suggestions. 

"I should add that the idea came to me after realizing that I was rather ignorant about certain accounting aspects of 

the current economic crisis and phoned Ed Weinstein to have him explain a few things to me, which he kindly did, 

and also seemed agreeable to explaining to others in our group who might have questions along the same lines." 

Those with ideas on the luncheons are most welcome to contact Martin directly at mbros@optonline.net. 

Marty Fisher: "Twelve hardy souls from our class gathered before a roaring fire at the University Club, courtesy of 

Ed Weinstein, on March 24 for a lavish buffet luncheon. 

"The group consisted of Carlos Munoz, Alvin Kass, Art Meyerson, Bob Lipsyte, Ron Kushner, Paul Zola, 

Bob Klipstein, Martin Brothers, George Lutz, Dave Kinne, Ed and me. We are exploring the possibility of 

tweaking the format of these luncheons to permit a slightly more directed discussion of a topic of interest after 

meeting and mingling for a short time prior to lunch. This would require a private room, and Martin Brothers is 

looking for an appropriate venue. 

"In doing so, he has discovered the new Columbia Alumni Center at 622 W. 113th St. The entire University alumni, 



development and communications effort has moved there, with a welcome center for our use. Heather Hunte has 

been my contact when I visit. 

"It is much better to have the expanded operation near the campus. Ed [Weinstein] tells me that it was suggested 

several years ago, as many other colleges enjoy this convenience; Yale's Rose Alumni House is close to its campus, for 

example. 

"I am sure they will not mind my inviting you to drop in when you are in the area; 622 W. 113th St. is between 

Broadway and Riverside Drive. 

"On April 22, Martin Brothers, Sal Franchino and I met at a mutually convenient restaurant in Rockland 

County between New Jersey, where Sal lives, and the Westchester County homes of M&M (or Eminem if you prefer). 

We consumed some very good Italian chow and regaled one another with updates on what had been happening in our 

lives since our last sit-down. 

"All in all, we had a very pleasant informal alumni luncheon. 

" ‘Oh, who owns New York?' 

"One of the [quite a] few extra dividends from attending Columbia is meeting classmates serendipitously on the 

streets of this huge city. 

"Several years ago, if memory serves, I ran into Joe Diamond on the corner of Park and an Upper East Side street. 

"Imagine my surprise on April 27 when I ran into Kathy and Dave Kinne crossing Third Avenue at East 68th Street 

on my way from my two-to-three-year artificial hip check-up. 

"Sure enough, Dave knew my world-renowned Indian orthopedic surgeon, Dr. Chitranjan Singh Ranawat, head of 

surgery at the Hospital for Special Surgery. After I had negotiated the forest of forms at HSS, duly been X-rayed and 

ushered into the great man's presence, I was able to give ‘Chit' Dave's regards. I am sure it was this connection [that] 

allowed me to spend more than five minutes with the man. 

"The net result of my doctor visit was that my 15-year artificial hip was fine. 

"One sidelight: I was wearing a bright red Penn T-shirt because it was almost 90 degrees in NYC. My closest 

connection to Penn is Ed Weinstein. It was unfortunate that Dave and Kathy caught me in that shirt." 

Lawrence Merrion: "John [Taussig], I enjoyed your information shared in Columbia College Today 

(January/February) and think that it is important that we keep others informed about our aging conditions. I wish 

you the best of luck with your recovery. 

"I had a similar experience about two years ago, not diagnosed as cancer but certainly enlarged to the point that I 

had to have a catheter for a month, which allowed me to return to somewhat of a normal state. Shortly after that I 



had the laser treatment, which shaved off parts of the gland, and after a period of recovery I am happy to report that 

I have a regular system again. My urologist says I was fortunate to recover without any other side effects. I do not 

have any contact with Dr. John Norton, but it is good to know that he is in my area of California. 

"I enjoyed seeing you at our 50th reunion in 2007 and recall how you were an outstanding naval midshipman during 

our time at Columbia. I served in the Pacific on the USS Ticonderoga, CVA-14, based in Alameda, Calif., later in San 

Diego, which led to my permanent relocation from my home state of Michigan. It has been a good life, and may we 

continue to enjoy it. 

"Lawrence Merrion AIA, 4417 Sugarland Ct., Concord, CA 94521." 

Steve Ronai: "On March 7, the basketball score was Penn 51, Columbia 50, on a 35-foot three-pointer by Kevin 

Egee of Penn, with 1.2 seconds left on the clock as Agee let fly with Columbia ahead at 50-48. (Egee's brother, Steve 

'12, is a freshman on our basketball varsity.) We won an Ivy League game at the buzzer earlier this year so the 

chances even out. [We had beaten Princeton handily on the previous night.]" 

Harry Siegmund sent yours truly a magazine article on tide pool marine life on the coast of Oahu, Hawaii, with 

beautiful color pictures. 

John Taussig and Gene Wagner: "Inspired by the long-standing and highly successful Class of '57 luncheons 

held periodically in New York, we are launching a West Coast edition of the class luncheon. So those of you living in 

Southern California, or those planning to visit, please take note. 

"We will make every attempt to contact as many of our classmates as possible prior to the date of each luncheon. 

Gene is at huggercorp@aol.com and John can be reached atjntaussig@roadrunner.com. 

"There are quite a few of us living in Southern California, and we hope to be able to have these luncheons on 

somewhat of a regular basis. We hope that you can make them." 

Barry Dickman 

25 Main St. 

Court Plaza North, Ste 104 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

bdickmanesq@gmail.com 

Bob Furey was among the marchers at the 2008 graduation and reported it was a real thrill for '58s 50th 

anniversary class to lead the procession. In the Quad, '58’s representatives got a standing ovation from our 2008 

bridge class, but the new graduates wanted to know where all the women in our class were! (Sounds like they didn't 

study much history.) 



Sometimes class news shows up in our mailbox (snail- or e-); at other times it takes a more indirect route. CCT 

forwarded a note from Joe Russell '49 about his son, James Russell '74. While James was studying at Hebrew 

University in Jerusalem during a sabbatical from teaching Armenian studies at Harvard, he broke his leg in a 

motorcycle accident. Joe then received an e-mail from James about one of his former students, Akiva Tor, now the 

Israeli Consul General, who had been verbally abused and forcibly driven from the stage while speaking at San Jose 

State in California. Earlier, while working for the Israeli diplomatic corps in Taiwan, Akiva found himself in Xian, 

China, on the Sabbath without a synagogue. Drawing on Professor Ted de Bary '41's seminar on Asian religions, he 

convinced the leader of a local mosque that, since Islam and Judaism are very close in their essential beliefs, he 

should be allowed to pray at the mosque. 

And this finally gets us to '58. After Joe returned from visiting James, he got an e-mail from Elihu Richter, an 

epidemiologist who also is at Hebrew University but has not been much heard from lately, who revealed that he is 

James' landlord, had evidently seen James's e-mail and was delighted by the reference to Professor de Bary: "His 

'Oriental Civilization' was one of the most wonderful courses of my life." Despite Professor de Bary's influence, Elihu 

decided that he wanted action, not history, and went into medicine and public health. Nevertheless, "I now discover I 

cannot live without history. I have come back to history, via work on the prediction and prevention of genocide." And 

speaking of China, one of Elihu's ex-roommates, Myron Cohen, is professor of Chinese anthropology at Columbia. 

A recent New York Times op-ed piece by Nicholas Kristof on the issue of a commission (as proposed by Sen. Patrick 

Leahy, among others) to examine the Bush administration's policies on torture quoted Mort Halperin, a strong 

proponent of the idea, to the effect that "[President Obama is] better off saying, 'There'll be a commission report, and 

I'll deal with it when it's over.' It's a much more credible way to get it off the table." Mort's current involvement with 

this subject is through the Open Society Institute, the George Soros-sponsored think tank, but he has long 

campaigned against the use of torture. 

Martin Beskind '59E has been married for more than 40 years to Rosemarie. He has one grown son, David, and 

works for the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection in investigations and clean-up of contaminated 

soil and groundwater. Martin's interests include hiking, biking and working with local environmental organizations. 

Once again Class Notes has scooped The New Yorker. Jerry Keusch's attack on the Bush administration's 

anti-science policies was followed by a New Yorker interview along the same lines; now, in the wake of Herb 

Machleder's fascinating contribution about his voyage to the garbage-filled North Pacific Subtropical Gyre, comes 

a New Yorker article on adventurer David de Rothschild's eco-crusade to clean up the Gyre in particular and the 

oceans in general, and to encourage recycling to prevent further destructive pollution. 

The class lunch is held on the second Wednesday of every month, in the Grill Room of the Princeton/Columbia Club, 

15 W. 43rd St. ($31 per person). E-mail Art Radin if you plan to attend, up to the day before: 

aradin@radinglass.com. 

incrn 



Norman Gelfand 

c/o CCT 

Columbia Alumni Center 

622 W. 113th St, MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 

nmgc59@gmail.com 

Paul Winick writes, "Just a few words to fill you in on my life. I have been married to Dorothy for nearly 46 years 

and have two children, Charles and Ruth, and five grandchildren, including 4V2-year-old triplets. I practiced 

pediatrics for 30 years in Hollywood, Fla. I am a full professor of clinical pediatrics at the University of Miami School 

of Medicine and take charge of a ward two or three months a year. In my semi-retirement, I have been writing. I 

published one book, Finding Ruth, and am finishing a second book that I hope to publish. Two of my stories 

appeared this March in the Chicken Soup for the Soul series, Chicken Soup for the Soul: The Cancer Book, and 

Chicken Soup for the Soul: Twins and More. 

"In my leisure time, aside from spending time with my family, I'm a sports fanatic. We have season tickets to the 

Miami Heat, Florida Panthers and Florida Marlins. In our spare time (ha ha), my wife and I enjoy traveling. This 

summer we are going to Europe for the third consecutive year to visit family and then take a two-week cruise to the 

Greek Islands, Istanbul and the Black Sea. I don't know when I had time to practice medicine." 

From Lewis Fineman we hear, "I regret that I was not be able to attend our 50th reunion. Here is some 

information about my activities during the past 50 years. 

"I graduated from the NYU School of Medicine. During my residency in internal medicine, I married my wonderful 

wife, Ann, and spent two years in the Air Force as a general medical officer. After completing my medical residency, I 

settled in Hollywood, Fla., where I went into the private practice of internal medicine. My wife and I were fortunate to 

raise our two children in Hollywood, Fla., and take family vacations at many U.S. national parks. After retiring in 

1999,1 was able to fulfill some dreams. Ann and I traveled the United States in our motor home: the West Coast in 

2000, the East Coast in 2001 and the Central States in 2002. 

"For the past six summers, Ann and I have been volunteer rangers in the National Park System, most recently (for 

the past four summers) at Kenai Fjords National Park, in Seward, Alaska. Our summer location in Seward allows us 

to spend time with our son, his wife and our two grandsons (1 and 3) in Anchorage. We visit with our daughter and 

her husband, in Columbus, Ga., when we're home in Florida. 

"When not in Alaska, I stay busy in Hollywood by participating at a lifelong learning institute at Nova University, by 

exercising and by reading and traveling." 

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg writes, "I recently returned from Tokyo, where I gave the convocation address to the 

entering class at Waseda University, and received an Honorary LLD. Just call me Dr. Trachtenberg. Einstein gave 

the address in 1922." 



Frank Wilson and his wife, Pat, celebrated their 50th anniversary in June, right along with the 1959 class reunion. 

In April, they were in San Diego to celebrate yet another 50th for them: the receipt of a Navy commission and 

reporting for duty aboard the USS Midway, now a hugely popular naval museum in San Diego. After a reunion with 

shipmates and their wives in San Diego, they flew to Dubrovnik, where Frank delivered the keynote address at a 

European conference, The Hand -An Organ of the Mind (this was the topic of Frank's 1998 book on the human 

hand, published by Pantheon and nominated that year for a Pulitzer). Frank continues to write (a book on his clinical 

experience with performing artists is in the works) and to consult on curriculum development for Big Picture 

Learning, a nonprofit organization that runs nearly 70 inner-city high schools. Pat was an ESL teacher in California, 

and now that they have settled into a new home in Portland, Ore., she volunteers as a literacy teacher. Their son, Jeff 

'84, is doing his best to salvage the distressed capital program of the Newark Housing Authority. Their daughter, 

Suzanna, is a San Francisco-based IT engineer and the mother of two wild and wonderful preschoolers. In sum: It's 

still great to wake up in the morning! 

Allen Rosenshine reports, "Since retiring from BBDO Worldwide at the end of 2006,1 have found myself involved 

in what seems to be an ever-increasing number of commitments; the latest was being a member of our class' 50th 

reunion planning committee. I suppose for us elders, activity is the antidote to atrophy, and I have no right to 

complain, since it is all by my own choosing, including consulting for the Democratic National Committee, the Ad 

Council (which produces pro bono advertising for philanthropic causes), MRG International (an Internet company) 

as well as board memberships on the Connecticut Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, Business for Diplomatic 

Action (an organization in support of public diplomacy), and an executive position and board membership in the 

Partnership for a Drug-Free America. My wife, Missy, and I divide our time among an apartment in Manhattan, a 

house in Lyme, Conn., a condo in Deer Valley, Utah, and occasional travel (this year's trips being Vietnam, Shanghai, 

Alaska and Hawaii) while happily watching our children produce grandbabies, the third and latest born in 

November, who we might have lobbied to name Barack were it not for the fact that it's a girl." 

The report from Pat Mullins, which began in May/June, continues: 

"And finally... my state and local political activities: I was elected as a Virginia delegate to three National Republican 

Conventions and on one occasion served as chair of the Virginia Delegate selection committee. I also served for six 

years as chairman of the Fairfax County Republican Committee. During that time, we built the committee to a 

membership of 580 and developed a waiting list of 350, which made the Fairfax Committee the largest in the United 

States. During the six years, we raised in excess of $1,000,000. 

"We had monthly County Committee meetings covered by the entire Washington, D.C., area media. Putting together 

a pro-family, pro-Second Amendment rights social agenda and reaching out to the business community and 

independents through an agenda that called for lower taxes, reduced government and enhanced educational 

opportunities, and forming coalitions with the various ethnic groups in the county, our candidates won more than 60 

percent of their elections during my six years. 

"I have never understood why national Republicans don't run on the same agenda and then actually carry out that 

agenda once they are elected and have a majority in both houses of Congress and in the Virginia General Assembly, 



as was the case in recent years. But as I often say, it seems to me that when someone is elected to public office by 

either party that his or her IQ immediately drops by at least 20 points. 

"By developing and following a social conservative, pro-business agenda that was actually winning elections, I 

became a target of the Washington media. At various times, The Washington Post and others accused me of having 

my head buried in the sand and called me an attack chi-wah-wah, a lightning rod of strife and ill will, the boss of the 

Mullins machine, the most powerful political machine in Virginia, the leader of the Christian Right (I'm United 

Methodist), the darling of the gun owners (I don't own a gun but totally support the rights of gun owners) and my 

favorite, The Republican Prince of Darkness. 

"Even though I had no elected position and voted on no issues, I was vilified by the Washington media and received 

three death threats, merely because I was a conservative Republican leader whose candidates were winning elections. 

"I found it very disturbing, after a negative front page story in The Washington Post, to find a TV crew in the front 

yard when I headed off to work, or to have a TV crew waiting for me at Dulles Airport when I was leaving on a 

business trip or to have my daughter's engagement announced in the gossip columns of the Post, rather than in the 

wedding pages, or to have to check with the county attorney to see if having a majority of the Fairfax County Board of 

Supervisors at my son's wedding required us to open up the wedding to the general public and the media in order to 

be in compliance with Virginia's sunshine laws. 

"More amusing was to open up a Sunday Washington Post and see that the lead editorial was demanding my removal 

as party chair. It must have been a very slow news day at the Post! 

And as the Democrat Party Chair and I often commiserate, ‘Is it any wonder that folks who are really qualified to 

serve as our elected officials refuse to run for office since they chose not to subject themselves and their families to 

this type of treatment?' 

"Jackie and I have lived a full life. We have been to six of the seven continents, but not before we traveled to all 50 

states with our children, feeling that they should see their own great country before they visited foreign countries and 

experienced foreign cultures. 

"All of our children and grandchildren live within 90 minutes of us, and the lake is a popular gathering spot in the 

summer." 

Ron Lightstone writes, "After graduation, I moved downtown to NYU Law School (Class of '62), following which I 

entered the Navy as a law specialist (now called JAG). I was stationed at NAS Alameda in the Bay Area and then on 

the USS Midway (CVA41) as legal officer. In March 1965, the Midway left on a nine-month cruise to the South China 

Sea and the beginning of the Vietnam War. I got out of the Navy in 1966 and returned to New York to be a lawyer for 

CBS and then NBC. When a company called Viacom was being spun off from CBS, I joined it and eventually became 

general counsel and subsequently s.v.p. I left Viacom in 1988 and moved to Los Angeles, where I became CEO of 

Spelling Entertainment Group and had the opportunity to help grow a television production company into a broad¬ 

ranging media company. In 1994,1 left Spelling and since then have become involved in several smaller public 



companies and Internet start-ups. 

"Recently, I have had some time to do things that I have always wanted to do: I have spent time in Italy sculpting, 

taken up golf and traveled regularly as well as always being on the lookout for the next opportunity. 

"My wife, Nancy, and I divide our time among Jackson, Wy., Los Angeles and, coming full circle, New York, where 

we are spending more and more time with our daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter. We're expecting a second 

grandchild this summer." 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

Robert A. Machleder 

69-37 Fleet St. 

Forest Hills, NY 11375 

rmachleder @ aol. com 

Dick Dorazio, born and raised in Western Pennsylvania, was profiled in a March edition of the Tribune-Review, 

one of the local newspapers. A favorite son who achieved success almost 2,500 miles away, Dick has never forgotten 

his roots in the coal country. What follows is drawn from that article. 

A general and vascular surgeon on staff at Kaiser Foundation Hospital in Los Angeles, Dick commutes from 

Camarillo, Calif., where he resides with his wife, Sharon. 

Dick's father became a coal miner right out of high school and worked in the mines his entire life. "Dad and my 

uncles never missed a day of work in the coal mines or steel mills. Their work ethic was amazing. I think it rubbed off 

on me," Dick surmises. "I missed the last day of ninth grade but otherwise never missed a day of school, including 

college and medical school. I worked 30 years without a single sick day until 2001, when I was admitted to the 

hospital for a suspected heart problem that turned out to be a false alarm." 

Dick was an outstanding student-athlete in high school: salutatorian of his class, an outstanding baseball player who 

co-captained the team and the recipient of all-conference honors in football. 

Following graduation from the College, where Dick was on the baseball and lightweight football teams, he returned 

to Pennsylvania to earn his medical degree at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. He was elected to the 

honor society in recognition of "the highest attainments in medical scholarship, intellectual honesty and personal 

leadership." 



Immediately after completing medical school, Dick was commissioned in the Army and assigned to Tripler General 

Hospital in Honolulu where, from 1964-69, he did his surgical training, internship and general surgical residency. 

From 1970-71, he served as chief of surgery at the 67th Evacuation Hospital in Qui Nhon, Vietnam. After separation 

from the Army, Dick joined Kaiser-Permanente Medical Center in Los Angeles, but his military service had not 

ended. He was recalled to duty during Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm and received his second Army 

Commendation Medal, the first having been received for service in Vietnam. In 1998, he retired from the U.S. Army 

Reserve with the rank of colonel, but his service continues as a member of the Society of Medical Consultants to the 

Armed Forces. 

Dick has held various administrative posts in his 38 years at Kaiser-Permanente. He was chief of surgery for 24 years 

and, upon "retirement" in 2003, resumed full-time practice in general and vascular surgery with no administrative 

responsibilities. 

Dick and Sharon have been married for 33 years and have five children and six grandchildren. 

Peter Phillipes and his wife, Suzy, live in Venice, Fla., having moved there from Boston a little more than three 

years ago. Having found a most suitable combination of culture, recreation and weather, they enjoy a retired lifestyle 

that includes regular attendance at the opera, symphony and theater, as well as Red Sox games whenever the Sox 

play in Tampa. Peter and Suzy are active in the Sarasota Opera Guild and attend meetings of the Columbia Club in 

Sarasota, and Peter is active on two local community boards. Earlier this year, they completed a 22-day trip to South 

America and the Antarctic, which included four days of sailing in the Antarctic and a day cruising the Beagle Channel 

off Tierra del Fuego, Argentina, as part of a 16-day cruise. "It was a bit like stepping into the pages of the National 

Geographicsays Peter. 

Congratulations to Peter and Suzy, who celebrated their 50th anniversary in June. At the time Peter wrote in March, 

plans for the celebration included bringing the couple's three children, six grandchildren and about 100 friends and 

family members to Venice; among the invited guests was the former Navy commander under whom Peter served on 

two ships following graduation from the College and with whom Peter and Suzy maintained a nearly 50-year 

friendship. 

Peter looks forward to attending next year's reunion and to renewing many old acquaintances. 

Stew Reuter now regards himself as "retired;" as previously reported in Class Notes, he served 20 years as a 

submarine officer in four nuclear subs and 14 of the deterrent patrols, followed by related assignments, then, nine 

years in private industry, some of which were as a consultant to FEMA and other groups, 10 years as corporate 

treasurer and business manager of a private high school in Washington, D.C., and a final posting as executive 

director of the Washington School of Psychiatry. Stew advises that he participates in a Phi Gamma Delta group that 

is forming in D.C. and has participated in a few events with the D.C. Columbia Club. 

Brian Dennehy opened on Broadway on April 27 in Eugene O'Neill's Desire Under the Elms. The Goodman 

Theater in Chicago has announced that in January 2010, it will produce a double-bill, O'Neill's Hughie and Samuel 



Beckett's Krapp's Last Tape, both starring Brian. They expect the double bill production to then move to Broadway. 

We mourn the loss of Steve Waldman, and thank Jay Jackman for notifying us. "Sadly," Jay writes, "I have to 

report the passing of Steve Waldman at the end of 2008 in Marin County, where he lived for most of the last 40 

years. He was a very good man, even if he did not keep up much with Columbia." 

We also mourn the loss of Andrew J. "Jack" Baton, who died on February 20, and Stanley "Stash" Horowitz. 

[Editor's note: Obituaries are scheduled for a future issue.] 

If Steve, Jack or Stanley evoke a memory, sentiment or anecdote that you would share with the rest of the class, 

please e-mail me so that we can provide an appropriate memorial in our Class Notes. 

The class extends its deepest condolences to the families of Steve, Jack and Stanley. 

Michael Hausig 

19418 Encino Summit 

San Antonio, TX 78259 

mhausig@yahoo.com 

Don Miller and his wife, Sue, recently celebrated their 50th anniversary with a three-week tour of China. They 

traveled with a group of American aviators celebrating the Flying Tigers of pre-WWII. They found the country 

fascinating and the people nice. Linda and Gene Appel '59 traveled with them. 

Don Roberts writes that he is overwhelmed - indeed, one might even say gobsmacked - by the idea that David 

Blicker could possibly be 70. Don is seeking surcease by the sea in Mendocino, Calif. Following three years of 

part-time teaching as an emeritus professor, he retired fully from Stanford at the end of March. 

Barry Scotch's daughter, Molly, will begin a full-time master's program at Teachers College in the fall. As a 

consequence, everyone in the family will have at least one degree from Columbia. Adam '96 is the only other CC grad; 

Barry's wife, Barbara, and their two other children have or will have master's degrees. 

Barry practices law full-time in New Hampshire. He likes what he does and looks forward to marching on. 

Gene Milone notes that he and Josef Kallrath (a German colleague working at BASF) have sent the manuscript of 

the second edition of their book, Eclipsing Binary Stars: Modeling and Analysis, to their publisher, Springer, New 

York. It has been 10 years since the first edition, and it is now updated to include discussion of the modeling of 

extra-solar planet transits among other developments. Gene is completing some research papers, preparing for the 

general assembly of the International Astronomical Union in Rio in August and gearing up to complete some 

chapters and edit the volume, Photometry: Past, Present, and Future, again to be published by Springer later this 

year. In April, Gene and his wife, Helen '62 Barnard, celebrated their 50th anniversary cruising the western 



Mediterranean and getting images of some of the sites in the region, mentioned by David H. Kelley and Gene in 

Exploring Ancient Skies: An Encyclopedic Survey of Archaeoastronomy. 

Reva and Bob Salman celebrated their 46th anniversary in June. Bob's granddaughter, Sydney Spiewak, became a 

bat mitzvah in March. As a past president of the congregation, Bob had the privilege of presenting her with the 

temple gifts. Bob was nominated for a third term as a member of the New Jersey Democratic State Committee and 

was reelected in June. He ran unopposed. 

Hans Drechsel visited the United States in May, primarily for a reunion of his law class of 1964 at the University of 

Virginia. He then spent approximately one week in New York City before returning home to Mannheim, Germany, 

where he has lived since 1970. 

In March, Phil Smith and Douglas Thompson departed for a three-month sabbatical traveling in Asia. 

I had the opportunity to catch up with Peter Giovine at his winter palace in Palm Beach when I was visiting family 

in January. We enjoyed oysters and adult beverages along with Bob Johnson '63, who was Pete's roommate at school 

and who also has a winter place in the same building. Pete has been biking and playing golf and looks great! 

On a sad note, Franklin A. Jones (known since 1994 as Adi Da Samraj), spiritual teacher, writer and artist, 

Naitauba Island, Fiji, passed away on November 27. 

I also heard from Bob Rennick that Jeff Riker's mother passed away in April after a long series of illnesses. Our 

heartfelt condolences go out to the Jones and Riker families. 

2 John Freidin 

1020 Town Line Rd. 

Charlotte, VT 05445 

jf@bicyclevt.com 

I'm not sure whether to conceal or trumpet the fact that, beginning in March, I have dipped into the oceans of 

Facebook. It doesn't feel like a testament to youthfulness as much as a slight embarrassment. However, I suppose 

such feelings are common to 68-year-old fathers of 13-year-old sons. And I wouldn't trade that for anything. 

Anyhow, Facebook has enabled me to uncover some news that I'm happy to share with all of you. 

Robert Dobrish also dabbles on the 'book and was kind enough to write. His son, "who is a theater director and 

playwright - when he is working," told Robert he was having fun with Facebook, so Robert joined. He writes: "I can't 

say I have gotten into it at all, but if it puts me in touch with people who have touched me in the past, this is a 

wonderful time for that." Robert sees Stan Lupkin, runs into Jerry Speyer at events and Frank Bonem '61 in 

court, and now and again hears from Neilson Abeel and Barry Leeds. "Every now and then," he writes, "living in 

Manhattan brings me shoulder to shoulder with some classmate whose name I've forgotten. 



"Time has been good to me in many ways. I have risen to the top of my profession. I have my own boutique law firm, 

which handles only family law matters. I write and lecture quite a bit and believe that I have a terrific reputation in 

this area. I am extraordinarily fortunate to have an incredible wife (Elizabeth Roxas, who was a principal dancer with 

Alvin Ailey for 13 years and now teaches at Ailey and Tisch School of the Arts) with whom I try to spend as much time 

as I can. I never thought that one person could mean so much to me in so many ways. We spend nearly all weekends 

at our second home in Sullivan County (90 minutes from Manhattan). 

"Unfortunately, time has also taken a bit of a toll, particularly on my ability to lead an active life. I had once enjoyed 

running and tennis and other activities, but the musculo-skeletal perimeter has not cooperated with the desires. 

While I consider myself extremely healthy, I am no longer capable of engaging in active sports and limit my 

cardiovascular workouts to exercise." You may contact Robert at dobrish@dobrishlaw.com. 

Robert Kaminsky describes his Facebook introduction as follows: "I've only used it for two months because all of 

my kids are on it, but I've connected to many high school and college friends, and it keeps growing every day. I live in 

Frisco, Texas, just north of Dallas, and have a second home in Santa Fe, N.M. Trying to sell it, but good luck in this 

market, so I continue to enjoy that area, too. I retired from my Houston gynecological practice in 2001 and have been 

too busy to think about working again. I've played lots of bridge, walk for an hour a day with my boxer, Buffy, and try 

to fit in some golf and bicycling. With that and some stock investment work and cooking, who has spare time? I have 

four kids, three grandchildren (all girls) as well as a great-granddaughter, and a terrific wife, Lee. Life has been good 

to me." You may reach Robert at gynmd@aol.com. 

Marty Erdheim's daughter, Cara (30), is coming into the homestretch of her doctoral studies. In April, Marty and 

his wife, Joan, headed to their condo in Idaho with Bart Nisonson and his wife. "Bart and Joan will play golf until 

they collapse. I'll ride my bicycle, which is very old. I don't know whether my labored performance is due to the bike's 

ancient technology or mine." Amen! 

Facebook also led me to Peter Krulewitch and a marvelous photograph of him and an enormous smallmouth bass. 

As an interested fisherman, I had to ask where he caught such a trophy! Peter replied, "I caught the fish with my 

older son, who insisted I put it back in our lake in Dutchess County. I agreed only if he took a picture with his phone, 

as no one would believe me otherwise!" Peter was in Vermont a few years ago to act as a state trooper in the movie, 

Me Myself and Irene. It is his only cinematic appearance so far and he got the role as a favor from the Farrelly 

Brothers, who made the movie. Peter keeps in touch with three close friends from Columbia, George Frangos, 

George Patsakos and Frank Hertle. "We have some wonderful pictures taken when we were at school, when we 

were in our 40s and then in our 60s, although the latter missed George, as he is a professor at Idaho University and 

hasn't left there in years." 

Last year, Peter left the partnership he started with three other businessmen after four years together and now writes 

full-time. ("So far I have papered one room with the rejections") Peter's e-mail is epeteki@gmail.com. 

Allen Young recently wrote about his friendship with Michael Freedman. His words need no editing. "It was 

very strange and truly shocking to read about the death of Michael Freedman in CCT, as we were really good 



friends, and yet in the past few years, we had not been in touch often. Michael was diagnosed more than a year ago 

with terminal lung cancer, and I can understand that he may not have wanted to call me with this jarring piece of 

news. I thought I’d share a brief reminiscence with CCT readers. He and I become friends in childhood after his uncle 

married my aunt, and we roomed together in our sophomore year at Columbia. He was quite serious about his 

studies and especially enjoyed his classes with anthropology professor Marvin Harris. Michael's Columbia education 

led to a Ph.D. in anthropology at Michigan, and he then devoted his entire career as a professor at Syracuse. He fell 

in love with his future wife, Paula Katz, while still in high school, and they traveled together (with their little girl, 

Carla) for field studies to New Guinea. 

"I remember vividly that by the time Michael and I came to Columbia, he had an astoundingly deep voice and was 

already post-adolescent at 18. His somewhat theatrical style of talking was perfect for his future profession. Between 

his studies and his relationship with Paula (a University of Chicago student), he didn't have much time for 

extracurricular activities, except for politics. Michael and I were part of a small circle of 'red diaper babies' at 

Columbia, and I remember that we went to meetings of the Student Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy, and we 

picketed the Woolworth store on Broadway at noth Street in solidarity with southern black civil rights activists 

seeking to integrate lunch counters. We participated in a campaign to support school integration in the wake of the 

Brown v. Board Supreme Court decision, which was being ignored by the Feds. We both passed around petitions at 

Columbia, in our freshman year, in support of the Youth March for Integrated Schools, and we were frustrated and 

somewhat shocked when many of our fellow Columbians refused to sign the petition saying things like, ‘Our parents 

told us never to sign petitions because it could get us into trouble.' We went together on a bus to D.C. to this march, 

which was organized by A. Philip Randolph, Martin Luther King Jr. and Bayard Rustin. We had a major lesson in 

racial discrimination when the chartered bus - only one bus, mind you, with an interracial group of students from 

Columbia, Barnard, Jewish Theological and Union Theological - stopped at a diner in Maryland where they told us 

that only the white people could be served! Of course, we did not stay at that diner. 

"At Syracuse, Michael retained his leftist politics, but, like with me and many others, his approach became more 

moderate and more locally focused on issues such as child abuse and alternatives to incarceration. He was involved 

in various aspects of community life, including singing bass in the Syracuse Chorale. He leaves his wife, Paula, 

daughter, Carla (assistant U.S. attorney for the Northern District of New York), son, Matthew (v.p. of The Associated 

in Baltimore, a Jewish federation), three grandchildren and three step-grandchildren. 

"Michael was a great guy, and I am truly saddened to read about his death. Since we were childhood and college 

friends, it makes the topic of death and mortality become all too vivid, especially as I feel so alive myself and look 

forward to many more years (even if my savings have plummeted)." [Editor's note: See Obituaries.] 

The sad news of the death of I. Ira Mason arrived in early April. He passed away in New York City on December 28, 

2008. Ira practiced medicine in Manhattan and specialized in eating disorders, nutrition and obesity. He received his 

medical degree from Cornell Medical College, did his residency at Bellevue and was affiliated with NewYork- 

Presbyterian/Weill Cornell. He is survived by his wife, Gail, and children, Jon and Cori. Please send your 

recollections of Ira for the September/October issue. You may read many remembrances of him from his friends and 

patients here. [Editor's note: An obituary is scheduled for the September/October issue.] 



I'll quote from just one: "Ira was my doctor for nearly 32 years. The first time I saw him, I was struck by his 

movie-star looks, his niceness and his smarts ... As so many have attested in this guest book, he was compassionate, 

kind, accessible, beautiful, brilliant and sweet. I will add that he was also blessedly non-judgmental and a true 

mensch. He so dearly loved you, Gail, his kids, his grandchildren and medicine, that he should have been allowed to 

stay with all of us just a little longer." 

Paul Neshamkin 

1015 Washington St., Apt. 50 

Hoboken, NJ 07030 

pauln@helpauthors. com 

It's hard to believe that another academic year has passed as I write these notes. The undergraduates are about to 

start finals, and Class Day and Commencement are only weeks away. Did semesters really whiz past so fast when we 

were young? They seemed to last forever. 

The year since our 45th reunion has been a full one, and I hope that you all have survived the deteriorating economy. 

By the time you read this, the College will have closed its books on the Columbia College Fund, and if the pace of 

donations continues, it looks like the alumni will have stepped up to the challenge to keep the dean's unrestricted 

funds on track. Thank you for your generosity. 

Lee Lowenfish writes, "Hectic though happy time for me. Won't be able to make a lunch. Speaking on 'Rickey as 

the Conservative Revolutionary Who Started the Successful Civil Rights Movement' at Wittenberg College near 

Dayton, Ohio.'" Lee's award-winning biography, Branch Rickey: Baseball's Ferocious Gentleman, is out in 

paperback, and he has been on an extensive appearance tour and plugging it in radio interviews. If you haven't read 

his book, get a copy. 

Another author, Frank Partel, writes, "I was personally embarrassed when we had lunch in the Trustees Room of 

Low Library at our great 45th reunion when I realized that all of my peers had written a book. I am happy to say that 

I have rectified this highly shaming loss of face and will join the fraternity of published authors. A Wound in the 

Mind, The Court-Martial of Lance Corporal Cachora, USMC, is available on Amazon (I'm told they get it first and 

coincidentally indicate that several used copies are available?). It will also be listed in Ingram and can be ordered 

through 3,500 U.S. and Canadian bookstores and in several Western Europe countries. No copies at retail, as my 

indie publisher supports only publishing on demand. I am curious to learn more about the supply chain and 

production aspects of POD, as I gather the economic lot size is something like four copies and the time from order to 

production to retail availability/fulfillment is something like 48-72 hours. So this dramatic change in publishing 

economics enables unknowns and perhaps never-knowns to be published. 

"Hints of the novel and its theme can be found at my Web site, www.awoundinthemind.com. Please take a moment to 

visit. In addition to learning howto design and build a Web site (mine costs about $100 per year), I also learned that 



the copy should be written to maximize 'natural search.' That seems to affect the logical flow, at least it did for me 

given all of the other objectives and constraints. Anyway, I think it works for a first effort." 

Michael Lubell responded to my request for news with two items: "I was heavily involved in developing the 

rationale and budget documentation that the Obama administration adopted for the science portion of the economic 

stimulus bill. It was an intense three-month effort that almost unraveled at the end. But House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 

with whom my office had been working, stepped up to the plate and insisted that the future of the United States 

depended on a strong science enterprise. She won the battle, after the Senate had abdicated on the issue. Most of the 

more than $10 billion for the physical sciences will be targeted at infrastructure projects and instrumentation at the 

national laboratories and universities. It was a gratifying victory." Michael also reports, "My daughter, Karina '02, 

recently was admitted to the New York Bar and is an associate at Shearman & Sterling." Congratulations on both 

accomplishments! 

Howard Freese '67 GS writes, "I have been involved in the field of 'implantable metallic biomaterials' for medical 

and surgical devices for about 18 years. Many medical and dental specialties include orthopaedic, cardiovascular and 

neurological procedures, and reconstructive and orthodontic work where implants and appliances may be involved. I 

recently was named a fellow of ASTM and the recipient of the ASTM Award of Merit. Apparently, some of my 

associates with ASTM F-04 and F-04.12 have conspired with the result being this totally unexpected award, for 

which I feel underqualified and undeserving. There are many who selflessly serve the medical device community who 

are much more appropriate recipients for such recognition, and I hold these folks high in my esteem." 

Harley Frankel reports that his nonprofit, College Match, which helps low-income students from inner-city public 

schools get into great colleges, continues to have a great deal of success. "This year, College Match will serve 200 

youngsters. Over the past few years, the organization has gotten 33 percent of its students into Ivy League schools or 

Ivy-equivalents such as Wellesley or Stanford, and virtually all the rest into top-ranked colleges. Currently, 99 

percent of our graduates are still in school and on track to receive their college degrees. 

"This year, College Match is taking 60 low-income youngsters to visit 30 East Coast colleges in two groups. One will 

see schools between Washington, D.C., and New York, including Columbia, and the other group will visit New 

England colleges. This past year, College Match students received 100 hours of SAT prep courses and raised their 

average scores by 362 points." 

As I mentioned in the last CCT, Don Margolis, Phil Satow and I prepared a Class of 1963 survey. We are happy to 

report that more than 175 of you responded. We will circulate some analysis and a summary very soon. Thank you all 

for taking part. We hope that this will be of worth to Columbia and will help us communicate our views with the 

school. 

Remember, the Class of '63 lunches are still going strong at the Columbia Club on West 43rd Street, so plan to visit 

NYC to join us. The next gatherings are on July 9 (the last of the summer) and September 10 (the first of the fall). 

Checkwww.cc63ers.com for details. 



In the meantime, let us know what you are up to, how you're doing and what's next. 

1964 Norman Olch 

233 Broadway 

New York, NY 10279 

norman@nolch.com 

I am writing a few weeks before reunion. I was hoping to see many of you there and to get lots of news for the next 

column. In the meantime, I wish each of you, and all of those close to you, a safe and happy summer. 

Dan Press writes: "Since Washington, D.C., has replaced New York as the center of the universe for everything, 

including finance, the members of the Class of '64 living in the D.C. area decided they needed to follow their brethren 

in NYC and hold a monthly luncheon to solve the world's problems and to catch up. 

"After Sheldon Hochberg, Peter Trooboff and I successfully piloted it at Sheldon's favorite (and centrally 

located) Otello's Italian restaurant, we launched it on April 29 with a great turnout: Howard Perlstein, Jack 

Ventura, Bob Goldfarb, Ed Leavy and Gene Meyer (who took major responsibility for publicizing the 

luncheon), along with Sheldon, Peter and me. It was a warm and wonderful event, allowing us to catch up after 45 

years on careers, children, grandchildren and retirement plans. We were joined by Sandra Roberts from the 

University's Alumni Office (in town for another event), who talked about our upcoming 45th reunion. Because it was 

so enjoyable, we have agreed to make a run at doing it monthly, even if only a few of us show up for some of them. 

"The lunches will be held at Otello's, 1329 Connecticut Ave. N.W. (just south of Dupont Circle), the last Wednesday of 

each month, at 12:30 p.m. As with the one in New York, no RSVP is needed; just show up and join in. In addition to 

classmates in the D.C. area, we invite any classmates from out of town who are visiting D.C. (for a bailout or other 

purposes) to join us." 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

Leonard B. Pack 

924 West End Ave. 

New York, NY 10025 

packlb@aol.com 

In my last column, I reported that our class had a very enjoyable lunch on 



January 29 at the 21 Club in New York City. The accompanying photo, taken 

after lunch so that the participants looked relaxed and happy, includes 

Brian Fix, David Sarlin, Serge Wind, Barry Levine, Paul Hyman, 

John Zeisel, Derek Wittner, Michael Schlanger, Leonard Pack, 

Andy Fisher, Dean Gamanos, Allen Brill, Jay Woodworth, Larry 

Guido, David Obelkevich, Mike Cook and A.G. Rosen. 

A posse of 1965 alumni gathered for lunch 

at The 21 Club in New York in January. 

Attending were Brian Fix, David Sarlin, 

Serge Wind, Barry Levine, Paul Hyman, 

John Zeisel, Derek Wittner, Michael 

Schlanger, Leonard Pack, Andy Fisher, 

Dean Gamanos, Allen Brill, Jay 

Woodworth, Larry Guido, David 

Obelkevich, Mike Cook and A.G. Rosen. 

Andy Fisher and I corresponded after the lunch. Andy wrote, "The 21 Club 

lunch was certainly a lot of fun; as I told you, it gave me the opportunity to get to know a lot of people I should have 

known when we were all students! 

"I am now less than a week away from the end of my undistinguished but thoroughly enjoyable career. It began with 

a summertime column in a weekly paper in Massachusetts when I was 11 and included newspapers, college radio, 

local radio, network radio, network television, cable television and the Internet. 

"After 18 years in television, during which I won nothing, I won a WEBBY from the International Academy of Digital 

Arts and Sciences as part of the news staff of CNBC.com during my first year working for the Web site. The stock blog 

I write has been the hottest blog on the world's fastest-growing financial news Web site for seven of the last nine 

months, including the last five months in a row. I had figured that NBC Universal would find some harmless corner 

of its universe for me to occupy during my last days on the payroll, but such has not been the case. 

"A few months ago, I was at Columbia for the College's annual media networking night. It was attended by 450 

students, and I was encouraged by the exceptionally high level of their achievements. It was a time to encourage them 

to look for ways to combine their talents and opportunities and say that anyone can take a job no one wants and turn 

it into the job everyone wants." 

While Arnie Fleischer stated that he had "nothing to report," he did let me know that he is "in touch with Lenny 

Zwerling regularly and Bill Wertheim occasionally, and has recently gotten back in touch with Ed Goodgold 

(remember Trivia?)." 

Our 45th reunion (can you believe that?) is only a year away. I beseech you all to share news about yourselves and to 

encourage as many of each other as you can to attend this major reunion. 

1966 Stuart Berkman 

Rua Mello Franco, 580 

Teresopolis, Rio de Janeiro 

25960-531 Brasil 

smb 10 2 @ Columbia. edu 



From the Garden State, Louis Locascio recently brought us up-to-date on what he has been doing since graduating 

from Columbia. Louis wrote, "Since graduating in 1969 from Seton Hall Law School in Newark, N. J., I was an active 

trial lawyer for 25 years before becoming a Superior Court Judge in New Jersey. I plan to retire from this position 

effective August 1. Although I had planned to stay home and go fishing every day, that plan changed when Sue Anne, 

my wife of 41 years, told me that she had signed on 'for better or for worse, but not for lunch.' Therefore, I will be 'of 

counsel' to the law firm of Gold, Albanese and Barletti in Red Bank, N. J. This is the satellite office being run by my 

son, Tony, who also graduated from Seton Hall Law School. I look forward to practicing law with my son, doing some 

mediation work and, ironically, having him as my boss." 

Bob Meyerson, of Atwater, Minn., hopes to travel with his family to Korea in September for his son's art opening. 

Jin Meyerson has exhibited in New York, Paris, Berlin, Luxemburg and soon, Seoul and Beijing. To see his work, look 

up his name on Google. 

Your correspondent recently received a copy of the 56th Annual Report of the Columbia College Fund. In it, we see 

that 151 members of the class (out of 531) donated to the fund, meaning that almost three-quarters of our classmates 

missed the opportunity to make a contribution. The total of donations from the class was almost $223,000, an 

amount neither stellar nor abysmal in comparison with other classes of the period. 

Albert Zonana 

425 Arundel Rd. 

Goleta, CA 93117 

az164@columbia.edu 

Gordon Klein writes, "In January, I watched the inauguration on CNN live from Jaipur, India, where I was on a 

lecture tour that took me to Delhi and Lucknow as well as the usual North Indian tourist spots of Agra, Varanasi, 

Aurangabad and Mumbai. The CC Oriental Civ course stood me in good stead. I've been studying burn injuries and 

their effect on bone metabolism and so get to speak at both burn and bone meetings, receiving equal amounts of 

indifference from both specialty groups. I am still being paid by the University of Texas but am looking to move after 

22 years there. The only other curiosity is that I was actually cited in the publication University of Cambridge: an 

800th Anniversary Portrait, as I had sent in anecdotes about my research experiences as a post-graduate student 

there some 39 years ago. 

"Also of note, I had dinner with Dave Hillis in February of last year shortly after he took over as chair of medicine at 

University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio. The dean there is Bill Henrich '68." 

Ex-NPR correspondent/weekly newspaper editor/Cincinnati Symphony spokesperson Randy Katz is lawyering and 

teaching while collaborating on various projects with his wife, Cynthia Keller, and their sons, Joshua and Xander. 

Although he doesn't particularly feel the need to get up out of his chair to prove it, Katz claims to be just as quick as 

he was when he ran track and played lightweight football at Baker Field - experiences he chronicled in a series called 



Confessions of a Broadway Lightweight, published in one of his weekly rags. His most cherished Columbia memento 

is his term paper on T.S. Eliot with Lionel Trilling ['25]'s hand-written comment, "ingenious!" in the margin. Randy 

would like to dedicate the following selection from his forthcoming publication, Revamped Rock Lyrics for Geezers, 

to the entire Class of '67. The timing, he says, is just about right. 

NOW I'M SIXTY-FOUR 

Now that I'm older, lost all my hair, 

Look my age, and how, 

Why did you stop sending me a Valentine, 

Birthday greetings, bottle of wine? 

So, I stayed out till quarter to three, 

Why'd you lock the door? 

Don't you still need me, won't you still feed me, 

Now I'm sixty-four? 

00 00 00 00 00 00 00 0000 

You are older, too, (ah ah ah ah ah) 

But if you say the word, 

I will stay with you. 

I am still randy, give me my pill 

When the lights are low. 

You can do some yoga lying on your side, 

Then get dressed and go for a ride. 

Let's do the garden, dig up the weeds, 

Who could ask for more? 

Do you still need me, can you still feed me, 

Now I'm sixty-four? 

We could do a time-share in the Caymans 

With your living trust, if the stock comes back, 

We shall hedge and waive 

Grandfathered bonuses 

Which we could not save. 

Send me an e-mail, twitter my blog, 

Tell me what to do. 

Indicate precisely what I mean to say, 



I don't know, I'm wasting away. 

My heart is like a tillable form, 

Online for evermore, 

Do you still need me, can you still feed me, 

Now I'm sixty-four? 

And finally, our class bon vivant, Sin-Ming Shaw, was happily learning tango in Argentina as the Wall Street 

debacle began. He writes a blog about financial matters. He writes, "If the late Columbia professor C. Wright Mills 

were alive today, he would have had plenty to say about the new 'power elite' revolved around Wall Street. Now we 

have to look to Professor Simon Johnson at M.I.T. to stand in for Professor Mills. Johnson's article in the May issue 

of The Atlantic, 'Quiet Coup,' is a worthwhile read." 

Arthur Spector 

271 Central Park West 

New York, NY 10024 

abszzzz@aol.com 

I am sure this magazine will note the success of certain spring sports. [Editor's note: See "Roar, Lion, 

Roar."Columbia's men were in the hunt again for the Ivy championship in baseball (they were last year's champs) - 

but it was not to be this year. Tennis was a different outcome with the men's team crushing Princeton 7-0 to finish in 

sole possession of first place. Then there was men's golf, with a come-from-behind win to be Ivy champs this year. 

And the heavyweight crew team had some big race wins this year - what a year for them. And there are some great 

runners again this year on the track and field teams. Football will be here soon enough, and this year should be a very 

good year. Go to www.gocolumbialions.com. 

I hear good things about Ken Tomecld and his prominence in his field and at Cleveland Clinic from another 

renowned dermatologist in New York. And to my delight, I am on my way to Lansing, going through Detroit, and who 

do I see about to board? Nigel Paneth. So we sit together on this small plane and have a good time catching up. It 

was great to hear about his two daughters and about his work in public health. Nigel is a professor in the public 

health school and medical school at Michigan State and is running a large program there, the Michigan Alliance for 

the National Children's Study. I hope to get more details. 

In any event, as my daughter, Hannah '06, has decided to study public health at UNC-Chapel Hill; it was great to 

know that Jon Kotch is teaching public health there and met Hannah. Thanks, Jon. And Nigel was able to see 

Hannah when he was in the city recently, too. Lucky her. Two extraordinary fellows. We should have them do a talk 

at the next reunion. 

Speaking of reunions, Joe DiBenedetto wrote that he likes the idea of an interim reunion. His proposal was to add 

the classes of 1969 and 1967, and that, it turns out, was what I was thinking. 



I get an e-mail periodically from Steve Gottlieb regarding his photography enterprise. And from Sitka, Alaska, he 

had amazing pictures. I also hear from Paul Brosnan, who has a grand sense of humor and remains concerned 

about the direction the country is taking along with those who see the federal, state and local budgets seemingly 

growing beyond our tax structure. 

Paul de Bary and I recently had a great lunch. He is planning a trip to Istanbul. Finally, I received a wonderful note 

about Ira McCown, whose daughter is at NYU Law School and whose son is a paralegal in the city. And a second 

finally, I received a note from Neil Anderson. He and his wife, Donna, are spending more time in Naples - now that 

is Neil displaying good judgment, as usual. I hope to drop in for a visit on one of my public finance trips there. Neil, 

hold a beach chair for me. 

That's it, folks. I have been a bit slothful in pursuing news of the day, but I will be more active next time and 

encourage all of you to send in the news. And hopefully, you are all well and enjoying good weather. See you maybe a 

little sooner than the regularly scheduled reunion. 

Michael Oberman 

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel 

1177 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, NY 10036 

moberman@kramerlevin.com 

This column was written before our 40th reunion, a report on which is planned for the September/October issue. 

I saw for the first time on my class list an e-mail address in Australia for John Schuster and promptly asked him 

for news. John responded: "Recently, the well-oiled Columbia College alumni machine caught up with me, after I fell 

off the radar in England 'round about 1979. Reporting in every 40 years or so doesn't seem too onerous, so here goes: 

"At Columbia I majored, eventually, in European history and history and philosophy of science, a plan concocted 

with the help and humane insight of James Shenton '49 and Loren Graham '60 SIPA, '64 GSAS, who was almost 

single-handedly pioneering history of science at Columbia at that time. This extracted me from a mediocre career in 

physics and left me with a mathematics minor as well. I did my graduate work at Princeton in early modern 

European history and history of science, in the days when its department was graced by the then-guru of the field, 

Thomas Kuhn. I had four years of exceptional financial, and more importantly intellectual, support and then was an 

instructor for one year while looking for jobs - it was 1974 and there were none, at least for me, in the United States. 

Before my second year at Princeton, I got married. Belinda and I are still together approaching 40 years; she is from 

Texas, and we met at summer school in 1968. We have two sons, born in England, so they each have triple 

citizenships: U.S., U.K. and Australian. One works with Accenture here in Australia, and the other is a sports 

journalist, recently migrated back to the U.S. Belinda has post-graduate credentials in special education and in 

management and has worked variously in both as we have moved around the world. 



"My first real job was in the History and Philosophy of Science (HPS) Unit at the University of Leeds in England. We 

arrived the week after Nixon resigned and have not lived in the U.S since. There was culture and language shock in 

moving to Yorkshire after 27 years in the NYC metro area. It was a two-year contract, so we expected to return to the 

U.S., and unemployment, after that. Luckily, after one year, I was recruited for a fixed-term lectureship in the HPS 

Department at Cambridge, and we remained there for five years. I had what I call a virtual 'post-doctoral' fellowship, 

very little teaching and a lot of time to sit in the Cambridge University library absorbing the best of the 

then-contemporary British and Continental HPS work, whose contours had not been fully exposed to me in graduate 

school. Then came a chance to migrate to the last bastion of opportunity at that time, Australia, where we have lived 

ever since. 

"In 2000,1 moved to the University of New South Wales in Sydney, one of the so-called 'group of eight' 'research 

intensive' Australian universities, as the Aussies describe such things. (There are about 40 universities in Australia.) 

Recently, I switched to teaching only one semester a year, seeking more time for travel, conferences and visiting 

fellowships; for example, a stint at the Descartes Centre for the History of the Sciences and Humanities at the 

University of Utrecht last (northern) fall. I've written a fair deal of well-cited work on the scientific revolution of the 

17th century and related matters. Additionally, I've devoted a lot of attention to design of individual subjects and 

wider curriculum structures, as well as been involved in open learning/distance learning initiatives, leading to 

production of open access Web-based textbooks for first year studies in my field. 

"We live down the coast, about 50 miles south of Sydney, backing on an escarpment of sub-tropical (but drought- 

prone, hence patchy) rainforest. Thirty kilometers of underutilized beaches are between 10 and 20 minutes away. 

"I shall make a special effort to attend the 50th reunion, and in the meantime I've started work on my 80 years 

report." 

Chuck Bethill has joined Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal as a partner in the corporate department. Chuck 

previously was a partner at Thacher Proffitt & Wood. 

Peter Hoffmann has been named s.v.p. and chief quality officer of Parkland Health & Hospital System. He will 

oversee the hospital system's quality improvement and handle safety and risk prevention. In addition, he will oversee 

infection control and ensure compliance with regulations. Peter has spent 25 years in hospital leadership, previously 

serving The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston as chief medical officer and clinical professor of 

medicine. He specializes in hematology. Peter also has served Wake Forest University School of Medicine as 

associate professor of medicine and as v.p. of clinical operations and was corporate medical director for utilization 

management at Harvard Pilgrim Health Care (holding academic appointments at Harvard Medical School, Dana 

Farber Cancer Institute and Brown University Medical School). 

Don Schenk reports: "2009 is a big year for the Schenk family. My oldest daughter, Bebeth Steudel, had our first 

grandchild, Sabine Courtney Steudel, and my other daughter, Courtney Schenk, is getting married in August at our 

summer home in Pennsylvania. Bebeth and her husband spent a year in the Peace Corps in Kenya as tech volunteers, 

and Courtney and her fiance spent a year in Tanzania setting up a community center. 



"The 1969 lightweight crew continues to enter the General Clinton Regatta, although our entries now include wives 

and children. This year, the team will include our coach, Dick Hansen; Gerry Botha '67; Jack Probolus '70; Bob 

Chapla '68; and Eric Dannemann '67. While the race still has five legs and is 35 miles long, our pace is slower, and 

we have great fun. I hope some other classmates decide it would be fun to spend a Memorial Day weekend in Upstate 

New York pretending that we are still young. 

"My wife, Deborah Huffman Schenk '72L, teaches at NYU Law School, where she is the Grossman Professor of Law 

and edits The Tax Review. There is occasional talk of retiring, but I believe that it is a rolling five years in the future. 

The new grandchild in Seattle could change that. I run ACA Associates, an aviation financial advisory and consulting 

firm in New York City. Its customer base is global, which enables me to combine business and pleasure around the 

world. 

"Fortunately, our family has been blessed with good health, enabling the two, now three generations, to enjoy 

canoeing, kayaking, skiing and camping." 

From Ron Tarrington: "Fortunately, I can laugh at myself. Well, here's some blunder. This occurred immediately 

after the building takeover on campus in Spring 1968. As you remember, all classes were cancelled during the 

takeover and then resumed with a ‘Pass/Fail' grading system. Amen, thank you brother. I was taking Music 

Humanities, and we met with the professor at his apartment instead of on campus. He gave us the option to attend 

one of the many concerts/recitals around Manhattan and then write a critique/paper on the event. Well, I looked 

through The Times and found a number of recitals. So I selected one to attend. I buffed up: tweed sportcoat, 

matching vest, slacks and a Columbia Crown tie and went to the recital. It was a small music school on the East Side. 

As I entered the auditorium, I was handed a program for the recital. The entrance to the auditorium was 

immediately to the right of the stage. I walked to the center aisle and proceeded to sit in the back. I reviewed the 

program and did not see anything that I recognized other than the word 'Intermission.' So I sat and waited for the 

recital to start. As I remember, there was a trio with wind instruments that began the recital. They played, they took a 

bow and left the stage. Next was a woman who played the piano. She played, she took a bow and left the stage. I 

thought, 'Great, intermission. I can go out and have a smoke.' (I smoked then.) I got up from the rear of the 

auditorium and started to walk up the center aisle toward the stage in order to exit the doors where I entered. As I 

reached the stage, I noticed that none of the attendees were smokers. I reached this conclusion based on the fact no 

one was getting up to take advantage of the intermission. I thought that odd, until I looked up as I neared the stage 

and saw the same lady returning to the piano. It struck me that this was NOT the intermission but rather a short 

break between her piano pieces. I turned, retraced my steps and went back to my seat. I did not leave until everyone 

else did. And of course, Jimmy Alloy has a part in this episode. I took the recital program up to a Columbia 

baseball game the next day at Baker Field. Jimmy's girlfriend back then was a music major at Barnard. You can 

guess the rest. I passed Music Humanities. 

"On the personal side, I retired from the federal government in 2006 and oversaw security for the Bank of N.Y. 

Mellon in Florida for several years. I live in Wake Forest, N.C., with my wife of 30 years. We have four grandsons, 

three in Raleigh and one in Richmond, Va. Our son and daughter are federal law enforcement officers, and I work 

part-time as a law enforcement rep for Colt Firearms." 



After many efforts by this class correspondent, "the normally reclusive" George Lindsay writes that, following 

graduation from Harvard Law in 1973, he joined White & Case and married his law school classmate Sharon Winnett 

(in reverse order of priority). He writes: 

"After several years of practicing corporate law, aircraft finance and international finance, and restructuring at 

White & Case (including a prolonged stint in Ankara during the Turkish debt restructuring), George was asked in 

1983 to open the New York office of Sullivan & Worcester, a Boston-based law firm, where he remains as New York 

managing partner and a member of the firm's five-person management committee. George heads the international 

banking practice of S&W, spending a substantial amount of his time in London, and has been involved in asset 

securitization finance (i.e., toxic assets) since the industry was founded in the mid-'8os. After retiring from her 

career as a litigator with Milbank Tweed and as head of litigation for JP Morgan, Sharon Lindsay entered the world 

of local politics and is a village trustee and deputy mayor of Scarsdale, N.Y., where the couple lives, and George is 

v.p. of the local volunteer fire company. George and Sharon have two children, a daughter, Kim, who is a litigator at 

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher in New York, and a son, Will, who is part owner of L'Artusi, a new and well-received 

restaurant in the West Village. George says, 'We feel very lucky to have both our children just a stone's throw away.' 

George has been a member of our reunion planning committee and, as we went to press, was "looking forward to 

having the opportunity to renew old friendships and acquaintances at our class events." We will return to the subject 

of the reunion next issue. 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

1970 
Peter N. Stevens 

180 Riverside Dr., Apt. 9A 

New York, NY 10024 

peter. n. stevens @ gsk. com 

A torrent of e-mails - 67 in all - made it to my inbox, bringing with them (in addition to the welcome news) wonderful 

evidence that our much-maligned class still has plenty of school spirit, the likes of which I haven't seen in a long time. 

And believe me, it wasn't my massive e-mail calling for news that led to this explosion; but rather it was those of you, 

particularly at the outset, who hit the "reply all" when responding. This "reply all" scenario acted as a catalyst for the 

waves of mail and conversations that followed. It was great to see and provided me with enough material to last for 

the next several issues. So, here are the latest reports, in chronological order from the time I received the reply. 

Joel R. Glucksman '73 is a bankruptcy lawyer in Lyndhurst, N. J., and reports that he is a tad busy in these, the 

waning days of Babylon. He hopes it gets better soon. 



Leo Kailas: "As I approach my 6oth birthday, I continue to practice law in New York. I recently handled a large 

litigation for a major defense contractor that ended in victory for my client. The unanimous award by three industry 

arbitrators included an award of substantially all of my clients' attorneys' fees and costs. I was elated by the award, 

although the case involved two years of intensive work by my team. My older daughter completed two years of Teach 

for America and now works at the Bank Street Lower School, just two blocks from campus. My son is a financial 

analyst in California and lives in Pasadena. My youngest is a junior at Kenyon College and maintains an A average, is 

on the student senate, is president of her sorority and is a student adviser on college admissions. My wife, Merle, runs 

a cancer foundation affiliated with Mt. Sinai that is on the cutting edge of epigenetic cancer research. The foundation 

requires its funded researchers to cooperate and share developments in their research. I was hoping to wind down as 

Merle and I became empty nesters, but the country's financial collapse has altered our plans - retirement is at least 

five years, if not more, away. I have resolved to make time for some of the excellent alumni education programs that 

Columbia keeps offering." 

Chuck Silberman: "Our daughter, Leslie, is completing her internship at University of Medicine and Dentistry of 

New Jersey and soon will be certified as a registered dietician. Our son, Jeff '08, graduated magna cum laude and 

Phi Beta Kappa. He completed his first year of law school at Penn." 

Rob Leonard: "I keep on with my forensic linguistics and am teaching a course on this topic at Hofstra with the 

former head of the FBI forensic linguistic services (who worked on the Unabomber case and many others, some with 

me)." 

And Rob Crossland responded: "Rob, I will keep that in mind, as I do a good amount of habeas corpus work as a 

trial lawyer here in Connecticut. I doubt the state will have anything approximating your credentials. If I retain you 

as an expert, you will have to assure me you won't show up in that thermal long underwear shirt you wore every day 

your freshman year. On another front, I retired as a Navy captain and SEAL in 2005 after 35 years of service, active 

and reserve. In 1986, as the commanding officer of a reserve SEAL team, I had the privilege of awarding one of my 

men one of the first medals awarded to a SEAL operator for foiling a pirate operation in the Caribbean (Johnny Depp 

wasn't even on the horizon)." 

And that is as much as I'm going to say about that operation or last week's operation off the Horn of Africa. Like it or 

not, Columbia College alumni, happy in their affiliation with Columbia or not, are always close to the news. 

Robert Launay recently returned from a month in Paris as visiting directeur d'etudes at the Ecole des Hautes 

Etudes en Sciences Sociales, where he gave lectures on Islam in West Africa and on the early history of anthropology. 

He got back in time for the birth of his first grandchild, Matthew Aidan Rock, whom he visited in late April. 

Jim Periconi: "I enjoy practicing law in my small firm, Periconi, LLC, which specializes in environmental law. I 

was pleased to bring into a networking group I'm active in, the International Network of Boutique Law Firms (New 

York chapter), Phil Russotti's firm, Wingate, Russotti & Shapiro, so I have the enjoyment of seeing Phil nearly 

every month. My big news of the last few years is that I persuaded Alice McCarthy, my wife, to leave the suburbs, so 

I've been living in the city since May 2007, after many years of 'camping out.' Here's how it happened: We went to the 



wedding of an old pal in his Upper East Side apartment about 2V2 years ago, high floor, nice terrace, great city views. 

My wife walked around, eyes getting bigger; she pointed to the terrace floor and said, ‘Buy me one of these, and I'll 

move into the city with you.' Soon after, we did - our terrace (in Murray Hill) is about 650 square feet, with great 

views of the Empire State and Chrysler buildings. (In fact, I'll offer it now for one of the cocktail parties, if needed, for 

our 40th anniversary of graduation next year!) I'm like a little kid again, so happy am I to be back in the city. 

"Main non-work pleasure: our four grandchildren, two each from my two older stepchildren (two of them we visit 

regularly in London). My other chief pleasures have been my book collecting and attending talks, exhibitions and 

other programs at the Grolier Club (where one of the members I've become friendly with is the chief rare books 

librarian at Columbia; one of the letter writers who helped me become a member four years ago was the former chief 

rare books librarian at Columbia) and attending Carnegie Hall a lot for chamber music and recitals. My main 

Columbia connection these days is that several times a year, Alice and I attend lectures at Columbia's Lamont 

Doherty Earth Observatory, and for some reason, we get invited to these wonderful private dinners or lunches with 

the director and a few other people there. 

"My daughter, Francesca '02, is thriving as a television producer for VHi. Finally, I can't seem to avoid getting put on 

various boards - is this what it's come to at 60? I'm looking forward to our 40th anniversary next year. Can it be that 

many years?" 

Spencer Cowan: "I guess we are hitting 'reply all.' After years of practicing law and living on Nantucket with my 

wife, Joy, and daughters, Emily and Hannah, I went back to school and in 2002 got a Ph.D. in planning from 

UNC-Chapel Hill. I have stayed at UNC doing research and teaching occasionally, mostly in housing and community 

development. My projects have included helping with recovery planning in New Orleans, doing housing needs 

assessments, lecturing on planning law and takings, and program evaluations of weatherization and housing 

rehabilitation initiatives. I also have done some work as an expert witness for the Department of Justice in a case 

involving mortgage fraud. We still have a house on Nantucket, which we enjoy when it is not rented out. Emily 

graduated from Northwestern and works in the Dean's Office at the medical school, and Hannah recently graduated 

from Washington University in St. Louis. The quiet life in a university town seems to suit us, although I do get to New 

York about twice a year for meetings. I love the city and the energy it gives me, but not enough to move there." 

Hoyt Hilsman: "After running for the congressional seat held by Republican David Dreier, former chair of the 

House Rules Committee, I am back in the film business as a screenwriter and producer. I also am a regular 

contributor to The Huffington Post and am active in state and national politics with the Obama team. I am a director 

at the Hope Street Group, a bipartisan think tank on economic opportunity and recently completed a novel, 19 

Angels, a political thriller set in the Middle East, which will be published later this year." 

Dennis Graham: "Look what you've done! Your column will be four pages now with no room for Sweeney and me." 

Terry Sweeney: "Thank God, I won't have to suffer through yet another one of your insufferable fabricated 

anecdotes about our Beta exploits." 



Kurt Rogerson: "I've been living in San Angelo, Texas, for the last 16 years with my wife, Cindy. We have three 

daughters and a son. Kristin lives in Daytona Beach, Fla., with our two granddaughters. Kim is a school psychologist 

in Lexington, Mass. Mark, a Princeton graduate, defended his Ph.D. dissertation in psychology in Dallas in June, 

then moved on to a post-doctoral fellowship at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. He married a lovely attorney last 

October. Becky is a travel agent with AAA in Fort Worth. We all went to Long Island in the beginning of May for my 

mother-in-law's memorial service. Don't get back to NYC very often. For the past five years, I've been a financial 

associate with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. We plan to retire to the North Carolina coast to a little village called 

Williston, down east of Beaufort. Hope to be there within five years." 

Fred Kushner: "I have been appointed as a consultant to the science board of the FDA, reporting to the 

commissioner. I am the co-chair of the 2009 focused update for the American College of Cardiology and American 

Heart Associations guidelines for acute MI (heart attacks) as well as on the task force for practice guidelines for those 

organizations. Jared '06, my younger son, is a second-year medical student at P&S, and Adam '03 is a senior writer 

working for Fareed Zakaria at Newsweek International." 

Dave Kornbluth: "I retired from the U.S. Foreign Service last year after 28 years as a diplomat. I work part-time 

for a defense contractor as its European rep. My wife, Soching Tsai '70 Barnard, also a foreign service officer, works 

at the U.S. Mission to the U.N. in Vienna. We go home at the end of September this year, both as retirees - to do what, 

we haven't decided. Our son, Andrew '04, is at Berkeley getting a Ph.D. in East European history. And so the days 

pass ... God willing, we will be at next year's reunion. Next year in Manhattan!" 

A1 Scardino: "My wife, Marjorie, and I are in London (15 years now) and recently celebrated our 35th anniversary. 

Children scattered (Adelaide '00 in movieland in Los Angeles, Hal '08 in New York resuming his acting career). 

Enjoying a portfolio life as a trailing spouse, with Marjorie still at the helm at Pearson. I'm involved in two disruptive 

businesses, one an online auction site and the other a Canadian biotechnology company developing vaccine delivery 

systems with promising methods for curing malaria, HIV, numerous cancers and pandemic influenza, all with 

single-dose vaccination. Keeping a hand in journalism as a trustee of the Media Standards Trust and a regular 

commentator and newspaper critic on Sky News. And just to confirm an inability to focus, we are busy regenerating 

a run-down dairy farm on the East Anglian coast as a woodland garden." 

Joe Stillman: "I looked at the sign in the subway ('Teach in New York!') about five years ago, and have been 

teaching social studies in a high school in the South Bronx ever since. Before that, I was a partner in a consulting firm 

that worked in the nonprofit and philanthropic sectors." 

Ralph Allemano: "I married Catherine Meredith in September 2007 and went to live in Swansea, South Wales, 

after almost 35 years in central London. I run my own business, most of which has to do with sending U.K. students 

on professional internships to the United States, and have the great pleasure of working from home with the option of 

sauntering down to the beach when the weather is fine. Children are doing fine. They're all at various stages of 

university careers in London and Manchester." 

Byron Thomashow: "I never left Columbia. I'm a clinical professor of medicine here, a lung specialist. I'm also 



the chair of the respiratory council for NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital Healthcare System. I have helped found and 

now am chairman of the board of a national nonprofit, the COPD Foundation. My wife of 36 years, Laurie, is a music 

teacher. My daughter, Samantha, was married last October - time flies. After graduating from Barnard, she did two 

years in Teach for America in Washington, D.C., and now teaches special ed in Ann Arbor, where her husband, who 

graduated from the Engineering School, works for the EPA. I can't wait for her to move back. My son, Mike, 

graduated from Penn in May and has a consulting job in NYC." 

David Lehman: "I have two books coming this fall: A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters, American Songs will be 

published in the Nextbook series from Schocken (Random House) in August. Yeshiva Boys, my new book of poems, 

will be published by Scribner. I also continue as the series editor of The Best American Poetry. The 22nd volume in 

the series, The Best American Poetry 2009, will appear from Scribner in September, with a foreword by me, an 

introduction by guest editor David Wagoner and notes from the poets on the 75 chosen poems. 

"My wife and I live in Greenwich Village, and when we leave the house, there's the Washington Square Arch on the 

left and the Empire State Building on the right." 

That's all my editor will allow. Stay tuned for the next edition. And thanks for bringing your correspondent an early 

Christmas present. And of course, go Lions! 

Jim Shaw 

139 North 22nd St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

j es 2 o o @ Columbia. edu 

Michael Straus: "When I last wrote (seems like around 10 years ago), I was still practicing law with my firm, 

Straus & Boies, and our second child, Marc, had just been born. Our first, Philippa, now is 13. 

"I retired from practice nearly five years ago, which gave me the opportunity to pursue, among other things, a return 

to some of the Core literature in which we were all so immersed as freshman. I had long thought that if I had the 

leisure, I would like to re-read Homer, the Greek tragedians and others, in that I doubted that as a 17-year-old, I 

brought much to them on the first occasion. But when I turned from briefs and depositions to considering those texts, 

I thought it would be more interesting this time to read them in the original. 

"The rub was that I did not study ancient languages as an undergraduate but merely American history. So for the 

past few years, I've been working on Greek and Latin in my spare time, and in May, graduated from Columbia with 

an M.A. in classics. 

"The University is, of course, a far different institution than it was 40 years ago: in many ways better (infinitely more 

diverse in terms of race, gender, age - ha ha, includes me - both from a faculty and student point of view); in many 

ways worse (absurdly overcrowded to the point where the elegant old buildings just don't function). 



"And I'm a far different student than I was 40 years ago: in many ways better (totally motivated, methodically 

organized, actually know why I'm in class and what I want to accomplish); in many ways worse (well, I either can't 

think of or won't admit to any ways in which I'm worse, other than that I can't easily run up the stairs to the sixth 

floor of Hamilton, which is where the classics department was and still is). 

"But any negatives are insignificant compared with the greatness of the experience of returning to Columbia. Against 

the background of our violently chaotic and truncated class years of 1968 and 1970, and the country's general 

dislocations and disasters of the late '60s, this has been for me a redemptive opportunity to savor the brilliance of 

Homer, Aeschylus, Plato, Cicero and a good number of those others whose chiseled names watched over us then and 

still do now from high on Butler Library and beyond that to do so in the strange and beautiful languages in which 

they wrote. 

"As I said, this has been a spare time avocation but a fantastically enriching one, only made possible by my 

ever-indulgent wife and kids, the former of whom I hope has benefited from being able to joke at my expense about 

how many children she has in school by putting a 'Columbia Mom' sticker on her station wagon; the latter of whom I 

hope have benefited from having to compete with me to bring home a good report card, whether from grammar, 

junior high or graduate school, as the case may be, and all of whom I hope have benefited from the often and 

extra-long summer and other vacations that the academic year has allowed me. 

"On other fronts, I co-manage a couple of investment funds, serve on the boards or collections committees of various 

museums, recently curated a show of drawings in Chelsea and a show of conceptual and minimalist art at the 

Birmingham Museum of Art and serve as chairman of the board of The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts. 

So I haven't yet had to deal with idleness issues in retirement." 

Phil Bartolf: "My daughter, Julia '04, married Gregory Milne on April 4 in a ceremony at Marble Collegiate Church 

in Manhattan. In September, she is to become an associate in the real estate department of law firm Paul, Weiss, 

Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison. Greg is an associate in the real estate department of Shearman and Sterling, where the 

couple met. 

"I am a senior underwriting officer at the Chubb Group of Insurance Companies in the international department. 

"Happily, a large number of Columbians attended the wedding. Besides a good number of Julia's classmates, they 

included my very dear friends Larry Momo '73 and Lee Davies '72 and their wives, Jane Momo '73 Barnard and Jody 

Davies '73 Barnard. 

"And small world: The groom's father is James Milne '71 Pharmacy. Jim and I never knew each other at school, 

meeting only after our kids began to date. 

"During the wedding ceremony, remembrance was paid to Julia's mom, Diane Kassover Bartolf '73 Barnard. Also 

attending the wedding were Julia's brothers, Michael Levine and Adam Levine of [the band] Maroon 5 fame. I and 

my wife, Patsy Noah, can report that the ceremony and the party afterward were completely perfect and magical. A 

perfect time was had by all." 



Lambert Chee: "I do clinical research in the medical field part-time (two days a week) and am trying to recover 

from the ravages of the economy. My 401K is best described as a 201K, and I hope it will not end up as a 101K or even 

50K! My youngest daughter decided to go to pharmacy school, so we have two more years of tuition obligation to look 

forward to. Thankfully she is in an accelerated program, so instead of four years, it is only three years. 

"If anyone is thinking of moving to California, now is a good time to do so. Home prices in general have fallen 10-20 

percent, more in some areas. In the San Francisco Bay area, some less desirable areas have fallen by 35-40 percent. 

"My wife and I have become gym rats. We hit the gym seven days a week. The evidence that exercise retards aging is 

too convincing to ignore. (I have several hundred articles on that topic, if you are interested.)" 

Your correspondent here. Speaking of the gym, in my March column, it says that in my December 2008 encounter 

with gym-clothed, non-entouraged, seemingly-ignored now-President Barack Obama '83, "I turn around and one of 

the former-linebacker-in-a-suit types who had been behind him deftly sweeps an arm across my chest to signify 

greater intent if necessary." (italics added) 

A CCT editor made that change, substituting "him" for the "me" that I wrote. If the Secret Service had been behind 

the president-elect or with him, I would have immediately recognized him. The point is that they had been behind 

me, and he had been in front of me, walking toward me (and them). I was writing in the present tense, and "I turn," 

and they "had been" - before that moment - behind me, not him, having made the scene seem perfectly normal if it 

were just a guy. 

See you next column. 

Paul S. Appelbaum 

39 Claremont Ave., #24 

New York, NY 10027 

pappeli@aol.com 

Well, maybe rock 'n' roll is here to stay. Believe it or not, this year marks the 40th anniversary of Sha Na Na, 

probably Columbia's most significant contribution to popular culture since Rodgers and Hammerstein. You all know 

the story: The staid singing ensemble The Kingsmen morphed into Sha Na Na at their kickoff concert, "The Glory 

That Was Grease," in the now-deceased Wollman Auditorium. From there, they were on to Woodstock, then their 

own TV show and ultimately, a permanent place in the history of our time. Jocko Marcellino sent me a 12-page, 

profusely illustrated history of Sha Na Na's first 40 years, which I'd be happy to share with anyone who'd like a copy. 

All this year, the group will be on a national tour, playing songs from their 40th anniversary collector's edition CD, so 

watch for them in your neighborhood. Only three of the original members from Columbia are still performing; in 

addition to Jocko, there's Donnie York '71 and Scott Simon '70. But they're still the top. 

Jeffrey Jackson has been doing some touring of his own, too. "After 18 years living in various parts of Africa (the 



last 11 years based in Johannesburg), I am returning to the Washington, D.C., area. Initially, I will be a senior adviser 

at the U.S. Agency for International Development's Africa Bureau. Still going through the arduous process of 

wrapping up business affairs in Johannesburg and introducing my daughter (9) to the United States, where she has 

never lived. Although she's a well-traveled youngster, she considers herself to be a South African, though she does 

acknowledge Obama to be her President." 

Another D.C.-area resident is Ken Hurwitz, who writes, "After Columbia, where I barely escaped obscurity as 

editor of Jester, I headed to Philadelphia and got my law and business degrees in a joint program at Penn Law School 

and Wharton, and shortly thereafter joined the humorless law firm world. I was appointed executive director of the 

Maryland Public Service Commission in the mid-'8os and am a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Haynes 

and Boone, where I specialize in energy. My wife, Susan Weiss '74 Barnard, whom I met in the first co-ed dorm at 

616 W. 116th St. (a successful coeducational experiment) is editor of the Life Section at USA Today. Our children, 

Emily (25) and Daniel (21), went the small liberal arts college route, Haverford and Hamilton, respectively. 

Columbia taught me howto think and how to write, rare endowments in today's 'cut and paste' culture, for which I 

am eternally grateful." 

Jerry O’Neil has been with PricewaterhouseCoopers (formerly Coopers & Lybrand) since graduating from the 

Business School in '73. At PwC he has worked with a variety of industry groups, but for the last 20 years, he has been 

the leader of the firm's practice serving not-for-profit organizations in the metro New York area. On June 30, Jerry 

retired from PwC but continues to work with not-for-profits with a regional firm in the New York area, O'Connor 

Davies Munns and Dobbins. Jerry says he is much too young to really retire, even though he has plenty to do playing 

his clarinet and singing in local karaoke clubs. He is looking forward to many years with O'Connor Davies and sends 

his best to all his fellow alums. 

Barry Etra 

1256 Edmund Park Dr. NE 

Atlanta, GA 30306 

betrai@bellsouth.net 

Who woulda thunk it? Back in May '09 for another CU graduation. Things surely have not stayed the same... 

We were saddened to hear of the passing of Peter Herger, poet, raconteur and former denizen of 6 Hartley, in 

November. 'Nuff said. [Editor's note: See Obituaries.] 

Chuck Weger sent in his first post in 35 years. He and his wife, Vicki Hayes '74 Barnard, recently moved from the 

D.C. area to Underhill, Vt. (outside Burlington). They aren't, as he puts it, "retired, just tired ... of the Beltway." 

Chuck has been an independent computer consultant for 20 years; Vicki is a freelance video editor and educational 

materials consultant. Their daughter, Carolyn, is a computer scientist, and their son, Matt, is in law school at UVA. 

Erik Bergman combined two of his favorite subjects, soccer and the Light Blue, in April when the U.S. under-23 



women's soccer team came to town to play the University of Portland. Cleverly disguising himself in his CU soccer 

hat and t-shirt, Erik met Lions star Sophie Reiser '10, who helped her team garner a 3-2 win. The team will be in 

Seattle during Labor Day, and Erik encourages all Northwestern Columbians (NCs, for short) to descend upon the 

University of Washington in a broad show of support! 

Mike Byowitz's daughter was accepted into the Class of '13 — at least she got it right; her two older siblings went to 

that unnamable Ivy in New Jersey. Mike met his wife, Ruth, in law school; they've been married for 33 blissful years. 

Mike Amdurer haiku'd in: "Trepidation rules. Work goes on but is not sure. Should we all retire?" 

Richard Abels broke his long silence. He is chairman of the history department at the Naval Academy in 

Annapolis, where he has been since 1982. He has distinguished himself by winning all three of the academy's civilian 

excellence awards, the only professor to do so. He's written two books on medieval England and has co-edited a 

volume of essays on medieval military history. Richard has been married for 34 years to Ellen Harrison '74 Barnard. 

They have a son, Paul (23), and a daughter, Rebecca (21), to say nothing of two dogs and three cats. 

May the path to our recovery be swift and sure - may your sails remain full! 

Fred Bremer 

532 W. 111th St. 

New York, NY 10025 

fbremer@pclient.ml.com 

A plethora of titillating tales always emerges from our class gatherings, and our 35th reunion will be/was no 

exception. The grammatical confusion comes from the fact that the reunion was in early June, but publishing 

deadlines make me write this a month earlier. But let me assure you it was a grand event and, if you weren't in 

attendance, you were missed! 

Before sharing the missives from our classmates, I would be remiss if I didn't pass on the news that the College 

received a record 21,274 applicants for the Class of 2013, an 11 percent increase over last year. The acceptance rate 

was 8.92 percent - among the lowest in the nation. If you wrote to support a candidate for admission who wasn't 

admitted, now you know why. Even without the Supreme Court's requirement that colleges can't give alumni children 

preference, there probably wouldn't be enough spaces for all of our progeny anyway! And then there are those other 

20,000+ (mostly) worthy applicants also looking to experience the Columbia College education. Remember that 

many (most?) of our classmates came from backgrounds where our parents had not been afforded an Ivy education 

or even attended college. Shouldn't we pass on the opportunity to the current generation? 

Gracing the front page of The Wall Street Journal was a picture of the Liberty Sun, the U.S.-flagged cargo ship that 

successfully repelled an attack by pirates off the Horn of Africa. This was just another news item until I received an 

e-mail from the ever-vigilant Tom Ferguson, who clued me in that the ship's owner might be one of our 



classmates. Upon further investigation, I found that the ship was owned by the Liberty Maritime Corp. and that 

Philip Shapiro was indeed the president and CEO. All I know so far is that Philip came to Columbia from Great 

Neck, N.Y., and also received a law degree in 1978 from Hofstra. Is anyone in touch with Philip these days? 

As fate would have it, a missive came from another classmate who also received a Hofstra Law diploma in 1978: 

Arthur Schwartz. After a 30-year career as a union, labor and employment lawyer, Arthur has now added the title 

of general counsel to ACORN (which he calls "the Right's most hated organization") and continues as a managing 

partner of the Progressive Strategies Group (a political and nonprofit fund-raising organization) and president of 

New York Renewable Energy (which does research and development of waste-to-energy projects). Added to this full 

plate are his dual parenting duties: Arthur has two youngsters (ages 3 and 5) as well as an older set (Jacob, finishing 

his engineering/architecture B.A./B.S. at Lehigh and Rebecca, who finished her freshman year at Wesleyan). Last 

summer, he somehow managed to find time to serve as an Obama delegate to the Democratic National Convention 

for the West Side of Manhattan. And you thought you were busy! 

Warren Stern (longtime partner at Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz, a New York law firm) dashed off a quick note 

to say he couldn't make our reunion because it conflicted with the festivities surrounding the high school graduation 

of his daughter. He added, "My wife has turned this into a celebration with more events than Obama's inauguration!" 

And rightfully so. 

There is always a lot of job hopping on Wall Street (myself excluded - until my 27-year career at Merrill Lynch was 

altered by the takeover by Bank of America), but John Rodstrom may have come closest to putting chips on the 

whole bingo card. Following graduation, John got a law degree from Nova Southeastern University in Fort 

Lauderdale, Fla. He then was a broker at Merrill Lynch from 1982-87, then at Kidder Peabody from 1987-94, and 

then at Smith Barney from 1994-2005.1 think he next moved to Wachovia (which was later bought by Wells Fargo). 

John has now been hired by Birmingham, Ala., based Sterne, Agee & Leach to head its public finance office in Fort 

Lauderdale. While hop-scotching his way around the investment world, John also has served as the mayor of Sunrise, 

Fla., and a Fort Lauderdale city commissioner. Since 1992 he also has been a Broward County commissioner. 

It sometimes seems like half the class has worked at Merrill Lynch at some time in their careers. A press release 

arrived recently saying that Victor Klymenko now is associated with VBS Consulting Group, a benefit systems 

consulting firm in New Jersey. After his days in Morningside Heights (where he was pre-med, by the way), Vic 

received an M.B.A. in finance from Rutgers and later was a broker at Merrill Lynch. He is now busy designing 

employee benefit programs for municipalities and corporations in the greater New York region. 

In response to a recent note in this column about finding Tony Barreca hiding at a San Francisco Internet start-up 

after an impressive career at Sun Micro, an e-mail came in from Mark Seredowych in Santa Fe, N.M. He writes, 

"Interesting to hear that Tony Barreca, squeaky-voiced son of a Syracuse, N.Y., greengrocer who always agonized 

about 'what's gonna happen with my Tony...', ends up a computer whiz! That's a long way from Spinoza and Locke!" 

Mark says he is "one of the few internists in town who accepts Medicare." His son is in college studying drama and 

creative writing. His daughter is a junior in high school. 



A recent New York Times article on Facebook, the social networking phenomenon, noted that there were more than 

200 million members globally. Sacrificing my dignity in the pursuit of Class Notes, I finally registered with Facebook 

to see if any classmates were there. Much to my surprise, I found that almost 10 percent of the class has a Facebook 

page! Some classmates use it like Twitter to drop frequent postings of their activities (such as Doug Birch in 

Moscow telling of his travels, or Daryl Chin in NYC commenting on the New York art scene). Others seem to use it 

sparingly or claim to have joined mostly to follow the thoughts and activities of their teen- and college-aged kids. 

The Facebook profiles of two classmates indicate that they have beaten many of us in the race to retirement. While 

the alumni directory lists Peter Boody as the editor of The East Hampton Press in East Hampton, N.Y., his profile 

now says "employer: self as of March 12, 2009." It also says that he is now a freelance writer and flight instructor, 

and teaching a computer class at the East Hampton senior center. Elsewhere on his page, Peter talks of having 

written a novel (The Consequences of Longing) and has a lot of travel pictures. Sounds like at least semi-retirement 

to me! 

Patrick Dowd also has a Facebook page, where he says that he left his position as president and CEO of Carelink 

Health Plans (a division of Coventry Health) in 2006. He has moved from West Virginia to Eugene, Ore., and is 

devoting his time to travel and writing about his journeys on his blog. He recently wrote me, "Ironic. You grow up in 

Eugene and wind up in NYC. I grow up in NYC and wind up in Eugene." Kind of reminds me of that old Eddie 

Murphy movie, Trading Places. 

By the time you read this, our 35th reunion will have become history, but I'm sure there will be a lot of news to pass 

on from those in attendance. In the meantime, check out Facebook - it's free) and put "Columbia 1974" in the college 

slot. You may be surprised who you find! 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

Randy Nichols 

503 Princeton Cir. 

Newtown Square, PA 19073 

r cni6 @ Columbia. edu 

While communicating with classmates and preparing Class Notes, I am reminded of the incredible diversity in our 

backgrounds, careers and outlooks on life. So often, the majority of the Notes cover people who are doctors, 

attorneys, financiers or in related professions. However, the class' talent pool also includes writers, musicians, 

filmmakers, leisure-time activities providers, computer and other electronics gurus, teachers, workers in various 

nonprofits and activists, to name a few. Socially and politically, some alumni are liberal, and some are (as one 



classmate put it) moderate independents, who can take a balanced, unbiased look at issues, in part thanks to the 

education they received at Columbia. There are even "Red States" alumni out there. As another classmate reminded 

me, "In this world, there is room for all kinds." Let's be grateful for that! 

After barely surviving Lit Hum and CC and taking a 180-degree turn from hard science, Allen Chun decided to turn 

to academia and pursued a Ph.D. late in his college career. Now a member of the Institute of Ethnology at Academia 

Sinica in Taiwan, he stays in touch with Columbia partially through Columbia College Today. Allen's daughter 

earned her B.A. in philosophy from Chicago and works for the Department of Defense. His son graduated from 

Carnegie Mellon and works in banking in Hong Kong. Since he doesn't get to the States often, Allen's not in touch 

with many classmates, but is consoled because he believes he knows more classmates than Barack Obama '83. Allen 

would like to hear from Columbians in East Asia. 

After a long history in radio (which began at WKCR) as market manager for Clear Channel in Baltimore, Jim Dolan 

now is with Comcast as a regional manager for ad sales. Going from representing three radio stations to 50 television 

networks was a little mind-bending, but Jim is excited at the opportunities presented by the technology emerging 

around "targetability." Daughter Zoe is a junior at Franklin and Marshall and will study art history and archaeology 

in Rome in the fall semester. Jim's wife, Yasmin, is a commercial real estate broker in Baltimore. He still sails and 

had the chance to sail with skipper Paul Cayard on Pirates of the Caribbean the last time the Volvo Ocean Race came 

through Baltimore and Annapolis. Jim has relished making wine since the late '80s and has Sauvignon Blanc, 

Malbec and Syrah waiting to be bottled in the basement. He promises to bring a case to our 35th reunion next June. 

Returning from self-imposed exile as the former administration began to wind down, David Gawarecld now lives 

in New Haven "under the shadow of a certain allegedly Ivy League school." He's given up the picaresque lifestyle to 

be a marginally employed English adjunct at the local community college. He also is, possibly to the chagrin of 

classmates, finishing a novel more than partially set at Columbia in the early 1970s. Well aware that a 

disproportionate number of his fellow '75ers are attorneys, David claims to have invented all of his characters 

without reference to anyone who once surrounded him, either on the steps of Low Library or at the counter of Dukes 

Restaurant and Grill, so please, no lawsuits. His only regret is that even though people still complain that he is acting 

half his age, it now puts him well into the realms of, groan, adulthood. 

David Isby recently was in Afghanistan, doing research for his fourth book about that country, Afghanistan: 

Graveyard of Empires, to be published by Pegasus Books in New York (he insists that he is going to keep writing 

about Afghanistan until he gets it right). The trip included being "embedded" with a U.S. military provincial 

reconstruction team, which required traveling in convoys of Humvees and wearing a helmet and body armor when 

out in the field. At the end of the trip, a lunch with an Afghan Harvard grad resulted in food poisoning, leading to 

hospitalization on return. David says, "You've got to watch those old Ivy League rivalries, even in a war zone!" 

With both sons graduated and gainfully employed, Linda and Phil Mihlmester can breathe a little sigh of relief. 

William graduated from William and Mary in 2005 and works at the National Institute of Standards and Technology. 

Adam graduated from West Virginia in 2008 and works at a consulting firm supporting the U.S. Department of 

Transportation in the surface transport area. Phil's firm, ICF, is doing well. Phil also has been involved with 



Professor Jeffrey Sachs' Global Roundtable on Climate Change for the past several years, and was at a meeting at 

Columbia in February. With a lunch in Low Rotunda, Phil felt like a real big man on campus. Phil says, "Columbia 

and the friends I made there will always be a special part of my life." 

A member of the Glee Club during his College years, Steve Rosow lives in Syracuse and teaches and chairs the 

department of politics at SUNY Oswego. He lives part of the time in Brooklyn. His wife, Ellen Goldner, teaches at 

CUNY, where she also studies 19th- and 20th-century American literature and culture (including popular culture), 

especially as they concern issues of gender, race and nation. 

Thomas Ryan's experiences with Columbia have been difficult at times; he was upset when Ahmadinejad spoke at 

Columbia while his son-in-law was fighting in Iraq. But he had a good teacher in Humanities and got good advice 

from his pre-med adviser. Thomas blossomed at Georgetown Medical School, graduating with honors. He's had 

some interesting experiences in his career as an emergency physician, including being one of the physicians at 

George Washington to resuscitate President Reagan when he was shot. He feels he was blessed to be a physician. 

Thomas and his wife live in the Washington, D.C., area, where they raised their three children and saw them through 

college and graduate school. 

David Sahar is a cardiologist and associate professor of clinical medicine at Columbia University Medical Center. 

Glad to find at least one school with an opening for a running back without much speed, Glen Smith played four 

years of Division One Ivy football. He credits athletics, the city and the classroom for the top-notch education he 

received. After professional school in steamy Atlanta at Emory University Dental School, Glen joined the Army, 

where he advanced his studies in forensic dentistry and orthodontics. He finished his military career as a lieutenant 

colonel and then set root in Boise because of the beauty of the area and the people. He has served as Idaho's 

representative on the board of directors of the Pacific Coast Society of Orthodontists, uses his forensic dental 

expertise as a deputy coroner in the Ada County Coroner's Office, works with the Idaho State Police in its Missing 

Person Clearinghouse project, was elected to the board of governors of the American Society of Forensic Odontology, 

is a member of the National Disaster Medical Service (he helped identity victims in Louisiana after Hurricane 

Katrina) and is a dental case reviewer for the Federal Bureau of Investigation. He still finds time to devote to his 

friends, church and family. 

One of our commuter classmates, Ed Steves, completed studies at the Law School before joining the corporate 

world in 1978. He has been with Finkelstein & Partners for nine years. Ed stays in touch with Andy (Andres) 

Aranda, George (Jorge) Guttlein and Joe Cervone. 

Following graduation, Tom Tedeschi spent a dozen years as community assistant and eventually administrative 

assistant for Franz Leichter, the state senator who represented the Columbia area. It was a challenging time in upper 

Manhattan, and Tom has great memories of the good work a lot of dedicated people did to preserve the community. 

Moving out of Washington Heights when he married in 1987, Tom went to NYU Law School (Class of ’88), foregoing 

Morningside Heights for Greenwich Village. He and his wife bought a house in Queens in 1989 and have been slowly 

refurbishing it. Tom admits he is no Bob Vila, so every project involves contractors and more time, expense and 



aggravation than anticipated. 

When he heard of my recent hospitalizations, Michael Telep wrote that he, too, was out of commission for three 

months due to total hip replacement surgery, perhaps caused in part by hits from Yale and Harvard linebackers! Son 

Timothy is a student at Cuyahoga Community College West, studying photography and music. Daughter Lisy is 

planning to attend CCC next year to study acting and singing. Wife Denise, a muralist, has creations all over Ohio, 

completing the circle of artists who surround him. Mike has served as a magistrate in the Cuyahoga County Juvenile 

Court for the past 13 years, after six years as an assistant county prosecutor. The Telep family is planning to attend 

the 35th reunion next year. He encourages Bob Wazevich, Tim Haley, Mike Gordon, Mike Lombardi '74, Doug 

Kaczenski, Ed Pagani, Fred Levy and Dan Mauzy to do the same! 

Aron Trauring and seven colleagues received of The Association for Computing Machinery's Software System 

Award, given "to an institution or individual(s) recognized for developing software systems that have had a lasting 

influence, reflected in contributions to concepts and/or commercial acceptance." They received the award for a 

computer-aided software engineering tool used for modeling what are known as "reactive" systems. Among other 

applications, the tool has been used to help develop safer planes, trains and automobiles. Aron worked on this project 

25 years ago, while living in Israel. The company and product went through several changes and is now owned by 

IBM, which guarantees it a long and continued life. Aron is gratified by the recognition and the knowledge that 

something he helped create continues to contribute in a substantive way. These days, he runs a software consultancy 

whose main project is with a nonprofit client, leading a software development team to create expert systems that help 

recipients of public assistance navigate the complex application processes. 

Bradley Tupi's life experiences have led him to fundamental values - trying to live a Christian life, advocating for 

the free enterprise beliefs of our nation's founders and exposing the flaws in the left-wing ideology he once so 

passionately espoused. His story might be titled, "How a Columbia Communist Converted to Catholic Conservative." 

He regrets how Columbia's radicalism led him astray but says the experience certainly helps him understand current 

events. Brad now leads a rich life, filled with family, close friends and opportunities to write and speak about issues of 

the day. He met his wife, Ann Marie, a former St. Luke's nurse, on noth and Broadway, so not all he brought from 

Morningside gives regrets. Son Nick (24) is a night student at Pitt and daughter Steph (22) graduated from Duke in 

May. 

Representative director and chairman of Edelman Japan KK, Thomas Zengage, provides public relations counsel 

and development of strategic communications to Japanese and non-Japanese corporations and organizations. Prior 

to joining Edelman, Thomas was CEO and principle shareholder of IBI, Japan's pioneering IR and PR agency, and 

managed IBI's merger with Oglivy Public Relations Worldwide. Thomas maintains residences in Tokyo and 

Chappaqua, N.Y. 

Clyde Moneyhun 

Program in Writing and Rhetoric 



Serra Mall 450, Bldg. 460, Room 223 

Stanford University 

Stanford, CA 94305 

cam 131 @ Columbia. edu 

Hasan Bazari writes, he says, as "a rare but interested contributor to Columbia College Today." He considers his 

undergraduate education at Columbia as the intellectual foundation on which the rest of his career has been built. 

After graduation, Hasan enrolled in Columbia's biology department [as a graduate student] and received an M.A. 

and an M.Phil. with Dr. Cyrus Levinthal. In 1983, he graduated from Albert Einstein College of Medicine and 

interned at Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, where he has made a career in internal medicine with 

specialization in nephrology. Hasan now is the program director for the internal medicine residency and clinical 

director of nephrology as well as an associate professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School. He has been married 

for 31 years to Wendy Bazari '78 Barnard, who has a Ph.D. from Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Their daughter, 

Anissa '06, has been a New York Teaching Fellow in the Bronx for the last three years. She will be starting the NYU 

creative writing program in the fall. Their son, Adam '10, is interested in anthropology and medicine. They're a real 

"Columbia/Barnard family," Hasan says, and they visit the campus frequently, where he still has "many vivid and 

fond memories of my time at Columbia." 

Randolph Cohen is an ob/gyn and a partner in a large multi-specialty group, Crystal Run Healthcare in Orange 

County, N.Y., where he directs the women's division. His wife, Jill (Hirsch) Cohen '76E, is a pediatrician. His twin 

daughters, Allison '06 and Jessica '06, are completing their third year in a Ph.D. program in organic chemistry at UC 

Berkeley. Randolph's youngest daughter, Larissa, recently graduated from Drew and will attend graduate school at 

Washington University in St. Louis, where she also will pursue a Ph.D. in organic chemistry. 

David Gorman 

111 Regal Dr. 

DeKalb, IL 60115 

dgorman@niu.edu 

I've received virtually no news these past two months, so I'll tell you mine, such as it is. My son Colin (18) is off to 

college in the fall, right here at Northern Illinois University. I sit on a variety of committees that, for one purpose or 

another, try to gauge the quality of student life at NIU, and now I'll have my very own native informant! I knew that 

what I learned in Alexander Alland's anthropology course would come in handy someday. Meanwhile, Caitlin (15) 

finished her first year in high school, so college is still a ways off. She already has informed me that wherever she 

does end up going must have a marching band, and I mean a serious, nationally ranked band. That takes Columbia 

off the list, I guess. 

My wife, Jackie, and I are weathering the fiscal crisis, or finding, so far, that if you have guaranteed jobs and very, 

very modest needs or desires, sleeping at night is less of a problem. My heart goes out to you if you belong to a 



different group. Myself, I find that I have a dozen years until I am eligible to retire, which makes me feel like the clock 

is ticking, if I am ever going to accomplish anything of what I once thought that I might. To be continued ... 

Was that an unsatisfying read? Simple remedy: Send me something! Until then, best wishes, as always. 

Matthew Nemerson 

35 Huntington St. 

New Haven, CT 06511 

mnemerson@snet.net 

I have noticed that other columnists are using Facebook as a parallel means of communicating, and I offer up my 

own rather lame site to anyone who has a burning need to update us all on new life events. I do want to blow a little 

smoke and just comment that while the six issues a year of CCT is taxing for all of us to supply quality material for, 

the magazine itself is looking great and is fun to read ... Yes, it is thrilling that old alma mater is shining so brightly, 

but editor Alex Sachare '71 and his staff are covering it very well. 

Many of you sent condolences on the February passing of my stepdad. Some of you knew him when we were in 

college, as he lived nearby (as did/still does my dad, which was always a bit confusing, I guess). So thanks to all, and 

it was great to see some wonderful friends at his service near City Hall. 

Sigmund Hough: "In terms of loss, the key seems to be how to bring forward as much as possible of what was. Not 

that we can return to what was before and expect it to be exactly the way it was, but the essence of what was good 

somehow needs to be kept close, shared and travel forward. I think it is the task of people our age, you know, those in 

their 20s or at least young at heart (smile)." 

Ric Michel: "Just wanted to express my condolences on the loss of your stepdad. Yes, I believe we are all at that 

stage of life where we have experienced some pain and loss - and hopefully gained some perspective and humility, if 

not wisdom, in the process." 

Ed Shockley, wise and pithy as always, wrote, "My 11-year-old son is reading Jonathan Livingston Seagull. This 

prompted me to ask him, 'If you knew that you were going to live again and again, would you do anything differently 

than if you believe that this one life was it?' He thought long, then answered confidently, 'No.' This is the same child 

who has answered the question, 'How are you?' with, 'Perfect,' every morning for nearly eight years. It's easy 

sometimes to forget that every moment of each life is exactly what it is meant to be. The thought comforts me equally 

in moments of celebration and loss." 

David Margules: "I recently passed my 30th anniversary, married to Michelle Seltzer Margules '77 Barnard. My 

law practice hasn't suffered from the economic downturn (please don't tell the development office). In fact, if anyone 

knows of a great second- or third-year associate willing to work in Wilmington, Del., send him or her my way. Our 

firm is a small litigation boutique specializing in corporate litigation, but we recently were appointed by the Delaware 



Supreme Court to present one side of an advisory opinion case testing the constitutionality of sports gambling. We 

are advocating in favor of it. 

"My oldest son, Andy, recently finished his first year of medical school at Jefferson in Philadelphia. Producing a 

future doctor has done much to get my mother off of my back. My second son, Elliot, recently graduated from 

Yeshiva University. I have two more boys after that. Sam is at Arcadia University near Philly. Arcadia used to be 

Beaver College, but it changed the name after it started to admit men. Yes, that's true. My youngest, Will, is in high 

school. 

"I sent my senator off to meet Chris Dell in Kabul, only to find that Chris is back in D.C. Hopefully, he'll soon be 

back in the trenches where he has served us all so well." 

Ted Faraone: "In addition to running my PR business, I have added a sideline or two. One of them is movie critic. 

If you'd like to be added to the list to receive my reviews, please let me know at ted.faraone@verizon.net." 

Robert Blank: "Positive news from the Midwest. First, my wife, Sue Coppersmith, was elected to the National 

Academy of Sciences. Second, we had dinner with Mitch Halpern and his wife during Memorial Day weekend. And 

third, I won the local diner's pie contest, my pie having the best name with the best taste. My entry was double dark 

chocolate decadence. There's a major achievement for you. Finally, I was back East during the last week of June, 

looking up old friends." 

David Steinman: "The new edition of my book Diet for a Poisoned Plane: How to Choose Safe Foods for You and 

Your Family recently won a first place at the Green Book Festival. I host the Green Patriot Radio Show in addition to 

running Freedom Press based in Los Angeles. I am a single dad living with my three beautiful kids, 7, 7 and 14. That 

is a whole other story!" 

John Flores: "Sorry to hear about your stepdad, my deepest condolences. Knock on wood: No major problems for 

me yet. Am happy your daughters are doing fine. My daughters are doing well. Danielle is assistant director of 

admissions at the Law School. Melissa is a bilingual elementary school teacher in Spanish Harlem (well Amsterdam 

and 98th, close enough). Jessica is doing her junior spring semester in Madrid. (I traveled also in college: Brooklyn 

to Morningside Heights. I guess they don't have a commuter lounge anymore as everyone is guaranteed housing.) 

Steve Bargonetti: "I'm the lead guitarist (playing the Jimi Hendrix archetype) in the Broadway revival of Hair. I 

have a great solo moment playing The Star Spangled Banner. We were on the Tony Awards show in June. You can 

see and hear a clip from Letterman on YouTube (Hair on Letterman). Hope you get a chance to see this wonderful 

production. [Editor's note: CCTprofiled Bargonetti in 2006.] 

Evan Dreyer: "After stints at Harvard and Penn, I am in Steeler country at Glaucoma-Cataract Consultants in 

Pittsburgh. I have two daughters, Becca (17) and Samantha (15). The eldest is captain of the fencing team at their 

high school and the younger is the school harpist. My youngest, Justin (9), is master of the video game world." 

Robert Lewton: "I am in my 26th year at Merrill Lynch as v.p. and financial adviser in Manhattan, until 9-11 in our 



world headquarters office and now in our Fifth Avenue office. I am still singing in the University Glee Club of NYC, 

and last year, I performed in a New Jersey community theater musical production for the first time. I played the 

head of the mailroom and the chairman of the company in How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying. It 

was educational in more than one way!" 

Aaron Saul Greenberg: "My daughter, Jill, who is a senior in high school and an excellent student, was wait-listed 

by Columbia. Still, I feel lucky and proud that she was accepted to the Macaulay Honors College at Queen's College of 

CUNY. The deal includes free tuition, a free Mac, $7,500 toward a semester abroad and $750 a year for books. I am 

curious how many other people have hit 'economic realities' and are sending their kids to state or city schools instead 

of private ones?" 

That sounds like a great deal. I think a lot of people will pay attention. My grandfather went to CCNY and was proud 

of it. Still has more Nobel laureates than any college, I think. 

I want to share with everyone the continued good efforts of the women in my life. My wife, Marian '77 Barnard, 

continues to write, travel and teach in the growing field of industrial ecology at Yale's Forestry and Environmental 

School. My daughter Joy (15) loves drama and is trying out lacrosse in high school. This summer, she will go for her 

fourth year to a month-long Chinese language camp, and she recently was elected president of her sophomore class. 

My daughter Elana (19) recently finished her freshman year at Clark with a one-month physics program held in 

Luxembourg, about which Jeff Klein wrote, "I spent a day there once - about as long as it took for the Germans to 

overrun it in 1940, but hey, at least they resisted - and it was a really nice place." And in May, I took my mom to 

Radio City Music Hall, where we saw Leonard Cohen play to a full house. The tickets cost about what a semester at 

Columbia did when we were here, but it was well worth it! 

Robert Klapper 

8737 Beverly Blvd., Ste 303 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 

rklappermd@ aol. com 

Jeff Tolkin updates with news that he and his wife, Laurie, celebrate 31 years of marriage this month. 

(Congratulations, Jeff!) 

"It is amazing how time has flown since we were both undergrads and then graduate students at Columbia. Our 

daughter, Michelle, graduated from Columbia Business School in May. She is a third-generation Columbia grad (in 

both Laurie's and my family!), so the tradition continues. Our son, Michael, is the business analyst for strategic 

development at IMAX. He thinks he has the best job in the world ... and he maybe right. Our son, Josh, is in sales at 

NewsAmerica. Thankfully, they are all in New York, so despite hectic schedules, we manage a family dinner about 

once a week. 

"I correspond regularly with Shaukat Ellahi Shaikh. Our friendship reminds me of the essence of a Columbia 



education - it brings disparate people together. Shaukat, a Muslim from Pakistan; another Muslim from Pakistan; a 

Hindu from India; and I, a Jew from New York, all became friendly at Columbia. Without getting too political, how 

much better would the world be if we could foster the same sense of friendship on a worldwide basis?" 

Jonathan Rubin works "as a guardian ad litem in NYC Civil Courts - Housing Parts by doing interviews of usually 

mentally disabled and sometimes physically disabled senior citizens and poor people. I also get them social services 

of homecare, therapies and financial management. I perform housing advocacy of arguing for adjournments, 

best-case scenario stipulations and rights under orders to show cause, but, more importantly, I am a one-shot grant 

expediter. These grants are outright giveaways, as it is financially sound for the city to prevent these individuals from 

being homeless. The city actually could be saving at least $60,000 in each case. 

"My wife, Cathy Sylvis, did very well at Hunter College and earned an M.A. from Columbia, and until recently worked 

for 25 years as an associate editor at Pindar Press, a specialties publishing company producing mostly TV Olympic 

guides and planners for physicians, golfers and stock car racers. We have a lovely daughter, Zoe, who is nearly 15 and 

is excelling at Horace Mann School." 

Jace Weaver, a professor of religion and law and director of the Institute of Native American Studies program at 

the University of Georgia, has been named Franklin Professor of Religion and Native American Studies. Weaver has 

been a faculty member in the Franklin College of Arts and Sciences since 2002. 

After Columbia, Jace earned a law degree from the Law School and a doctoral degree from the Union Theological 

Seminary. His early career as an attorney was spent in New York with the law firm of Sullivan and Cromwell, and 

later with Paul, Hastings, Janofsky and Walker. In 1996, he joined the faculty at Yale, where he served until 2002. 

Jace is the author/editor of numerous books and scholarly papers, and is on the editorial board of numerous journals 

including the American Indian Culture and Research Journal and The Cambridge History of Religions in America. 

His book American Indian Literary Nationalism won the 2007 Bea Medicine Award for Scholarship in American 

Indian Studies. 

Steven H. Shapiro has joined Taylor Capital Group as group s.v.p. and general counsel. Steven practiced law with 

major law firms and public/private corporations for nearly 25 years. He joins Taylor Capital from eLoyalty, where he 

was v.p., general counsel and corporate secretary. Prior to joining eLoyalty, Steven was e.v.p. and corporate secretary 

at First Midwest Bancorp in Itasca, Ill., and deputy general counsel and assistant secretary at FMC Corp. He had 

previously worked for leading law firms and businesses in the Chicago area. 

George J. Florakis couldn't have said it better: "As I've gotten older, I've realized just how important those four 

years at Columbia College were for me. They really did lay the foundation for who I am today. 

"Our 30th reunion was a great time to meet old friends and to rekindle our relationship with Columbia. In addition, 

as a Class Agent, I would like to remind you that during these difficult times, it's easy to forget to give to your alma 

mater. However, our donations are of utmost importance in continuing Columbia's mission of providing the best 

possible experience to its students (one that we were able to benefit from also in part from those who donated before 



us). 

"Therefore, I would also like to ask you to take a moment to visit www.college.columbia.edu/alumni/giving/ and 

make a contribution as part of the Columbia Class of 1979. (The College recommended a reunion year gift of $2,000 

- give what you feel comfortable with)." 

Robert C. Klapper: This issue of CCT details our 30th reunion with photos and a summary of participants and 

activities, but my follow-up column will appear in the September/October issue. In this column, my thoughts are still 

with the concept of a reunion. By definition, in order to have a reunion, you need two points on the curve: where we 

were and where we are now. 

Many of you read, but don't write into, the column, for fear of not having enjoyed the first point on the curve, as in the 

case of Barack Obama '83, who, as is documented, chooses not to discuss his Columbia affiliation. Given the fact that 

there was no heat in the apartment he stayed at while spending two years here, it is no wonder. There are many 

miserable moments to reflect on - for all of us. 

For the others, it is the second point on the curve, where you are now, that makes the reunion either something to 

dread or something to look forward to. As in the case of our President, I don't think there is a greater height to 

achieve. 

For the second point on the curve, it is, however, important to recognize that one does not need status to see one's life 

as being complete or successful. There are no winners or losers. We all share the Core Curriculum that binds us - it's 

not the two points on the curve that really matter, it is the journey. The reunion is about the journey and not strictly 

the achievements on the second point on the curve. 

Remember, life gives us two choices: We can laugh or we can cry. Choose the laughter. 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

Michael C. Brown 

London Terrace Towers 

410 W. 24th St., Apt. 18F 

New York, NY 10011 

mcbcu8o@yahoo.com 

I hope you are enjoying a wonderful summer and are looking forward to some great fall weather. 



It looks like the Class of '80 is well represented in the Obama administration. Lanny Breuer was named chief of the 

Justice Department's criminal division. [Editor's note: See "Alumni in the News."]Lanny was former special counsel 

to President Clinton, ran Covington and Burling's white collar criminal defense practice and most recently 

represented baseball legend Roger Clemens in his congressional probe. 

Ron Weich is serving as assistant attorney general, where he will use his extensive legislative expertise. Ron is no 

stranger to Washington, D.C., having recently served at chief counsel to Majority Leader Harry Reid regarding civil 

and criminal justice matters. He has had similar roles with Sen. Ted Kennedy and Sen. Arlen Specter. 

William Bodie has been appointed interim president of KBR's government and infrastructure division. This group 

provides a wide variety of engineering, construction and logistical support to our military. Bill has been with KBR 

since 2005 and has had a variety of senior management positions. Prior to working at KBR, he served in the Air 

Force as a senior adviser on policy and communication, and he is a senior fellow at the National Defense University. 

Corey Sherman has been named a principal at Sullivan, Cotter and Associates in Atlanta. Corey has 25 years of 

experience in human resources, strategic planning, communications and change management consulting. In his new 

position, Corey will focus on strategic benefits consulting with an expertise in expense reduction for corporations. 

And now for something completely different, KAHMIC YOGA with Yogi G. Geoffrey Paul Gordon. The playwright 

and comedian extraordinaire has created a one-yogi show in NYC. KAHMIC YOGA is a spiritual comedy that pokes 

fun at the yoga craze in America. You can see Geoff at Don't Tell Mama in NYC. 

Good luck to all, and I remind you that 2010 will mark our 30th reunion. 

Jeff Pundyk 

20 E. 35th St., Apt. 8D 

New York, NY 10016 

jpundyk@yahoo.com 

I share the following email exchange without any editing or editorializing: 

From: Mahesh Grossman 

Sent: Friday, April 17, 2009 

To: Jeff Pundyk 

Subject: RE: class notes time 

"Steve Grossman (who legally changed his first name to Mahesh - a name he received from his guru in India) owns 

a company called The Authors Team that 'turns credible experts into incredible authors' through ghostwriting, 



editing, publishing and publicity. He also is the president of 10 Finger Press. Mahesh (aka Steve) lives in Santa Cruz, 

Calif., and has a 19-year-old daughter. For all you budding authors out there, he gives away a free list of top agents 

who are seeking authors at www.GetAnAgentNow.com." 

From: Jeff Pundyk 

Sent: Friday, April 17, 2009 

To: Mahesh Grossman 

Subject: RE: class notes time 

"Thanks for the update ... there must be a longer story associated with the name change... care to share it?" 

From: Mahesh Grossman 

Sent: Friday, April 17, 2009 

To: Jeff Pundyk 

Subject: RE: class notes time 

"At a shortened (three hours instead of three days) Indian wedding ceremony in Slippery Rock, Pa., my guru asked 

my now ex-wife and I if we would like Indian names, so we said yes. After my wife, and later my daughter, started 

using their names, I eventually decided to change mine legally. Aside from the spiritual importance, I also was 

looking forward to having a unique name. I had run into so many other Steve Grossmans. I literally got my first job at 

Coast to Coast Records (home at the time of B.T. Express, the R& B group famous for 'Do It (Till You're Satisfied)') 

because a consultant it previously had working there was Steve Grossman. When I later became a headhunter, I was 

frequently astonished when I would call people, and they would sound like they knew me. It turned out they knew 

another guy named Steve Grossman. I used to leave him voicemails once a month with all the people who wanted to 

say hi to him. 

"I am pretty sure I am the only Mahesh Grossman on the planet. 

"Hey Jeff, maybe I should also mention that I am the author of Write a Book Without Lifting a Finger." 

From: Jeff_Pundyk@mckinsey.com 

Sent: Friday, April 17, 2009 



To: Mahesh Grossman 

Subject: RE: class notes time 

"So you got the name but lost the girl! (Very hard to type without lifting a finger. I've tried it.)" 

From: Mahesh Grossman 

Sent: Friday, April 17, 2009 

To: Jeff Pundyk 

Subject: RE: class notes time 

"Kept the girl for 20 years. Subtitle of the book is: How to Hire a Ghostwriter Even if You're on a Shoestring 

Budget." 

Enough said. Now on to our regular business. 

Mark Gordon joins the exodus from Detroit: "After many years of reading classmates' notes while not contributing 

my own, I think it's time that I rectify the error. The immediate impetus for my doing so is to announce that after 

having spent nearly seven wonderful years as dean at the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law, I recently 

accepted the offer to become president of Defiance College (in Defiance, Ohio). I will start there in the summer. My 

wife, Anne '82E, and I have promised our boys, Chris (12) and Charlie (10), that they can play through their Little 

League baseball season in Grosse Pointe, Mich., before we make the move in August. I can be reached by e-mail at 

mgordon@ defiance, edu." 

The many degreed Hyun Chong Kim '82 GSAS, '85L has left public service for the private sector. After serving as 

Korea's Trade Minister from 2003-07 and U.N. ambassador from 2007-08, he has joined Samsung Electronics as 

its president and CLO. 

Our own Kenny Young, of Kenny Young and the Eggplants fame, got a nice mention in Time magazine's May 4 

issue. The cover featured that other Columbia alumnus, but I'm pretty sure Kenny is the better singer. 

Michael David Bernstein lives in Mill Basin, Brooklyn, with his wife, Lori, and twin daughters, Sabdina and 

Alison (11). Michael has been at Coney Island Hospital for 17 years, where he is a G.I. attending and director of 

hepatology and resident research. On a sad note, Michael recently lost his mother. 

Marius Wechsler reports, "A special note this year! I remember my years at Columbia with immense fondness. 



The College honored me with a Pulitzer scholarship, without which I never could have attended. In the years since, I 

have become a pediatrician, married a wonderful woman, HaiBin, and had two precious daughters, Isabella and 

Anna. This year, I gave my alma mater the greatest gift for its kindness to me. Isabella will be joining the College this 

year as a member of the Class of 2013.1 hope she will delight in her years at Columbia as much as I did, and I know 

that the College, the professors and her classmates will enjoy and benefit from her presence." 

To underscore the accomplishment, here are a few numbers from the College: A record total of 21,274 students 

applied for places in the Class of 2013 as of March 31, an 11 percent increase over a year ago. Even though the plan is 

to increase the incoming first-year class by 50 students, the College's acceptance rate was 8.92 percent, among the 

lowest in the nation. SEAS received 4,154 applications, up 20 percent, and had a 14.42 percent acceptance rate. 

Combined, the College and SEAS received a total of 25,428 applications and had a 9.82 percent acceptance rate. 

Bill Zimmerman made it to the Final Four this March: "One of my responsibilities as a retirement and wealth 

consultant at The Hartford is to present the program 'Playbook For Life.' This program is a partnership with the 

NCAA in which I speak to student-athletes at colleges and universities about financial preparedness and life after 

leaving college athletics. I draw quite a bit from my experiences as a football player at Columbia and the changes I 

experienced throughout my life. My presentation partner is usually Allen Pinkett, the Notre Dame running back and 

NFL star with the Houston Oilers and New Orleans Saints. 

"For the past two years, I have had the pleasure of working with Dick Vitale at the NCAA Men's Basketball Final 

Four. This year in Detroit, the venue for the Playbook for Life event was the University of Detroit-Mercy, where Dick 

had his first college head coaching job." 

Dr. Jonathan Aviv is joining ENT and Allergy Associates, an ear, nose and throat private practice, as clinical 

director of its newly formed laryngology program. He is entering private practice after an 18-year tenure in academic 

medicine at Columbia. 

Economics professor Janet Currie now is the Sami Mnaymneh Professor of Economics, an endowed professorship, 

thanks to the generosity of Sami Mnaymneh. Currie will continue to teach two important courses. In "Incentives, 

Public Policy and the Labor Market," which she co-instructs with SIPA professor W. Bentley MacLeod, graduate 

students evaluate a range of public policies that affect human capital formation and income distributions. In the 

seminar "Fighting Poverty in America," undergraduate students analyze poverty in the United States with a focus on 

the measurement and consequences of poverty, welfare and welfare reform, and poverty-fighting programs. 

And finally, birthday wishes from John Luisi, our ambassador from Staten Island: 

Gents, it seems that most of us are hitting a mean milestone this year. After having the recommended wellness exam, 

let me reassure you that it is, indeed, possible to lower your cholesterol to acceptable limits through diet and 

exercise; despite what the box says, nothing looks more natural than gray; and if you select your sport wisely, you can 

outdo your athletic teenager. Happy birthday to us!" 

Wellness exam? Now there's a euphemism best left untranslated. Send lab reports and further updates to 



jpundyk@yahoo.com. 

XQg2 Andrew Weisman 

710 Lawrence Ave. 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

weism an@ comcast. net 

Greetings, gentlemen. I trust you're all remaining philosophical in the face of a major economic recession, two wars, 

a flu pandemic and even more disturbing, a 22-run shellacking of the Yankees and the first-round departure of the 

Rangers and the Devils. 

These past few months have provided cause for both sadness and celebration. 

On January 10, a memorial service was held at St. Paul's Chapel for our esteemed classmate Mark R. Griffith. 

Mark passed away December 18 at 48 from heart failure. [See May/June Obituaries.] 

Prior to his untimely passing, Mark had assembled an impressive array of professional accomplishments, including 

helping to organize the first and only New York City gathering of more than 2,000 black journalists for the 1989 

convention of the National Association of Black Journalists, serving as a producer and assignment editor at CBS 

News and serving as v.p.-broadcast before joining the NABJ's board in 1995. 

A charitable undertaking has been initiated in his honor. Empowered Health Partnerships, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 

corporation, is launching the Mark R. Griffith/Black Men's Health Empowerment and Longevity Project (HELP) to 

call attention to an increase in hypertension among African-American men and its correlation to premature deaths 

due to such illnesses as heart attacks and strokes. 

On behalf of the Class of '82,1 express to Mark's family our pride in his accomplishments and our heartfelt 

condolences. 

For any of you who have been following the dramatic story of John Solecki, I am happy and relieved to relate that, 

on April 5, AP reported that John was freed by his captors after having been abducted more than two months earlier 

while serving on the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees in Pakistan. [Editor's note: See 

www.college.columbia.edu/cct/may_juno9/around_the_quads8.] John was kidnapped at gunpoint in Quetta, the 

capital of the southwestern province of Balochistan, on February 2. His driver was killed during the abduction. It was 

the most high-profile kidnapping of a Westerner in Pakistan since 2002, when U.S. journalist Daniel Pearl was 

abducted. 

"I'm very pleased that John Solecki... has been released today. I'm very happy," said U.N. Secretary General Ban 



Ki-moon soon after John's release. 

John, on behalf of all your classmates, we're very glad that you're back safe and sound, and we all appreciate and 

admire the important work that you have been doing. 

Looking forward to hearing from you all. 

Roy Pomerantz 

B abyking/P etking 

182-20 Liberty Ave. 

Jamaica, NY 11412 

bkroy@msn.com 

Adam BayrofPs son, Logan, will attend Penn in the fall. 

The following article appeared in the sports section of the April 6 Las Vegas Review Journal: 

"Dakota Root won the Pacific Coast Junior Fencing title in Long Beach, Calif., over the weekend. The title qualifies 

Root for the Fencing Nationals to be held in July in Dallas. The 16-year-old daughter of Wayne Allyn Root, the 

2008 Libertarian vice presidential nominee, also finished second in the senior division." 

Kevin Chapman has been giving me outstanding advice during my recent union negotiations. Kevin is assistant 

general counsel at Dow Jones. He is one of the smartest people I know and a stellar labor lawyer. 

Eddy Friedfeld invited his brother, Leon '88, and me to a book signing for Lis Wiehl '83 Barnard at the Friars 

Club. Lis and I were in the same section at Harvard Law School, and I had not seen her in almost 20 years. Her book, 

Face of Betrayal, has been well-reviewed. Lis is the Fox News legal correspondent. 

For those of you following this season's Celebrity Apprentice, it looks like an all-Columbia final. Joan Rivers, who 

graduated from Barnard, and Annie Duke '87 are the final two competitors. [Editor's update: Rivers won.] 

Professor Karl-Ludwig Selig is giving me and my son, David (4), a private tutorial on the classic text Pinocchio, 

written by Carlo Collodi. The last chapter book my wife read to David, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, also was 

well-received. I am a huge fan of the picaresque tradition and am happy to report that David is enjoying Collodi's 

work. Maybe some time in the future, we can read it to David in its original language, Italian. Anyone interested in 

joining us for our meetings with Professor Selig should please contact me. 

Steve Perlman, a Silicon Valley entrepreneur and inventor with more than 80 patents in multimedia and 

communications technologies, was interviewed by the San Jose Mercury News. [Editor's note: See "Alumni in the 

News."] 



Dennis Klainberg 

Berklay Cargo Worldwide 

JFK Inti. Airport 

Box 300665 

Jamaica, NY 11430 

dennis @berklay. com 

Due to publishing deadlines, we be cover our 25th reunion in the next issue. 

Howard Kleinman has joined the law firm Dechert as a partner. 

Steven Waldman sold his company, Beliefnet, to News Corp. and is happy to announce the recent publication of 

his book, Founding Faith, in paperback. 

Alfredo Brillembourg is a visiting professor at the School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation and is the 

founder of companies rooted in urban sustainable development for inner city problems, including the Urban Think 

Tank office in both New York and Caracas. "We are busy evolving patents on several design prototypes; among them: 

the Vertical Gym, which expands training facilities upward, enabling youths in the inner city to enjoy state of the art 

sports equipment. It works like a community center for social activities, drastically lowering the local crime rate. We 

have also adapted this concept for a music school in collaboration with FESNO JIV and the YOA, where I sit on the 

board with my wife." 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

Jon White 

16 South Ct. 

Port Washington, NY 11050 

j w@ whitecoffee. com 

Gary Brown has been named chief compliance officer for Computer Associates with responsibility for the handling 

of compliance issues and management of compliance improvement programs. Gary continues in his role as CA's 

chief counsel for litigation. He joined CA in 2005 after serving for 15 years in the U.S. Attorney's Office for the 

Eastern District of New York. CA is the world's leading independent IT management software company. 

In April, Hector Morales was the coordinator of the Summit of the Americas, where President Obama had his 



initial meetings with more than 30 leaders from Western Hemisphere nations. I bet that Hector has some neat 

pictures. 

I had a meeting with the Alumni Office to begin to plan our 25th reunion. I have begun to reach out to classmates to 

get on board the planning committee. Thanks to Brian Margolis and Mike Cho for being early volunteers. I know 

that Colin Redhead has given his input as well. Please reach out to me (or the Alumni Office) if you want to assist 

in the planning. Some of the issues include trying to plan the right number of events, coordinating with Barnard, 

types of events and so on. 

So, as our reunion approaches, please send your updates. 

1986 Everett Weinberger 

50 W. 70th St., Apt. 3B 

New York, NY 10023 

ever ett6 @ gm ail. com 

Andy Ahn wrote in from San Francisco: "I am a neurologist and neuroscientist, assistant professor at UC San 

Francisco. I have a subspecialty practice in the evaluation and care of patients with headache, but I spend most of my 

time doing basic neuroscience research on the mechanisms of pain in migraine headache. On the personal side, my 

wife, Christina Petersen Ahn, and I have a daughter, Isabela Persephone Ahn (2). I have never been happier than as a 

father." 

Joel Bloom has been in touch with several classmates via Facebook, including Ray Saltini, Andy Day, Joel 

Berg and Dave Nachmanoff. He saw Dave perform a few months ago with folk rock legend A1 Stewart ("Year of 

the Cat," "Time Passages") in Saratoga. And he reminded everyone to check out Joel Berg's new book on hunger, All 

You Can Eat: How Hungry is America. 

1987 Sarah A. Kass 

PO Box 300808 

Brooklyn, NY 11230 

sarahkassUK@gmail.com 

As I mentioned in the last 

column, celebrations are 

already under way in 

anticipation of our 25th reunion 

in 2012. And what more 

important milestone to 



celebrate than the 25th Several alumni were reminded what dorm food tastes like while members of the Class of 2012 got a 

. taste for the real world at a Bridge dinner on campus with the Classes of 1987,1962 and 2012. 

anniversary O Coe ucation at Attending were (back row, left to right) Paul Alter '62, Stan Waldbaum '62, Alexander Klapheke 

Columbia! In honor of the '12, Chris Crovatto '87 and Kyra Tirana Barry '87; and (front row, left to right) Madeleine 

j . Villanueva'87, Aaron Hsieh '09, Alba Luengo '12, Sarah Kass '87, AviMehl'12 and Alana Tung '12. 
occasion, a group gathered m 

March at the President's House, 

featuring reminiscences by Lisa Landau Carnoy '89 and former University President Michael Sovern '53. Among our 

classmates in attendance, aside from myself, were Dave Barry, Kyra Tirana Barry, Chris Crovatto, Ellen 

Sullivan Crovatto, Lee Ilan, Judy Kim, Marya Pollack and Andrea Solomon. 

In other 25th anniversary celebrations, Jill Keller Mitchell wrote in with the following: "Several members of the 

Class of '87 women's swim team attended a reception and ceremony in late January honoring the 25th aniversary of 

CU women's athletics. Coach Diana Caskey organized the event and gave a nice presentation honoring six of the 

founding members of the CU swim and dive team: Lynne Lada Azer, Annmarie Jurczak, Kimberly Mock 

Swanson, Susan Beamis Rempe, Laura Lent and Jill Keller Mitchell. The weekend started on campus with 

a pre-meet dinner with the current team on Friday, wine and eggplant pizza at V&T and a midnight tour of Top of the 

Rock. 

"On Saturday, everyone met in the stands of the newly-renovated pool and joined fellow alums, including Tina 

Fischer '88 and Susie Grant Owen '90, to cheer for the Light Blue swimmers in a homecoming meet victory against 

Brown," Jill said. "Special guests for the celebration included Erin and Emily Azer (Lynne's daughters), Caleigh and 

Anna Michnowicz (Laura's daughters), Kelli Swanson (Kim's daughter) and Sophie Mitchell (Jill's daughter). The 

reunion finished with a quick trip to the CU Bookstore for the latest Light Blue apparel, laughter and appetizers at 

Havana Central (the former West End), a swim team reception on the roof at The Heights, and a wonderful evening 

coordinated by our No. 1 swim fan, Kyra Tirana Barry, who took lots of photos and arranged a fabulous dinner for 

the moms at Elizabeth's in Little Italy, as well as a fun night for the daughters complete with bowling and visits to 

Magnolia Bakery and the Empire State Building. It was a fantastic, whirlwind reunion, and we're looking forward to 

planning the next one soon!" 

Judy Kim and Kyra also have been hard at work on the formation of a new group bringing together '87 alumni from 

the College and SEAS. Howard Endelman, Jill Niemczyk and George Stone have been involved, as well as 

Omar Jaffrey '87E and Ed Ho '87E. More on this group in the next issue. 

In the meantime, Judy, who is of counsel in the finance practice group in the New York office of Haynes and Boone, 

recently published an article on credit default swaps in Bloomberg Law Report: Risk & Compliance. 

Magaly Colimon Christopher is appearing as Penny Mayer in a new web series BN4 Real. You can catch all the 

hijinks in the Mayer family household at www.bn4real.tv. 

David Kanefsky is a financial adviser with Prudential in New Jersey and says he would be happy to assist 

classmates with their investment and insurance needs. David can be reached at 201-445-5300, ext. 7264. 



Nancy Rabinowitz Friedman dropped a note to say: "I live on the Upper West Side, where I blog furiously for 

NYC Moms Blog; for Traveling Mom, my own blog; for Ageless Body/Timeless Mom; and as a founding member of 

the pregnancy community at 23andMe, a personal genome sequencing company. Yes, the ultimate English major is 

getting paid to write by a genetics company! Who knew? 

"Some time in the next few months, I'll have a humor essay coming out in the anthology C://Mom Run, a 

compilation of essays by the 'funniest moms on the web' (they said that, not me)," Nancy said. "In my personal life: 

celebrated 11 years of marriage and our twins' 9th birthday." 

Barbara Geary sent this update: "In late 2005,1 returned to the verdant East Coast after eight years in the desert 

of Arizona, where Denis Ryan tracked me down and sold me life insurance. (Denis and I became friends in Arizona 

even though I did not know him at Columbia.) I settled in Ewing, N. J., with my husband, Chris, and sons, Joey and 

Nicky. With children named Joey and Nicky, there was no doubt I would return to my New Jersey roots. 

"I am an attorney and work at the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency in Trenton. I recently was 

appointed to the Ewing Historic Preservation Commission and am having fun getting involved in local government. I 

am also proud to report that in March I earned a black belt in Tae Kwon Do." 

Jon Bassett 

30 Phillips Ln. 

Newtonville, MA 02460 

jabassett@gmail.com 

This is going to be one of those "apologize in advance" columns, because I really didn't do a good job researching this 

one. So I'm left with trolling Facebook four days after the deadline and/or talking about myself. Here goes! 

I had a fun Facebook exchange with Russ Glazer, who responded almost immediately to my plea for information 

with the news of his son Jacob's bar mitzvah. He claimed to be still seeking a venue a week before the event (Russ 

lives in Los Angeles), but I'm figuring that for an ironic bit of humor - Russ always was a funny guy. In any case, we 

send congratulations to Russ and family; he also has two daughters, Sammy ("don't call me Samantha") (10) and 

Talia (7). 

If you friend Matthew Cooper, you can see his photo album, "Columbia University," which includes a picture of 

your class correspondent and Giuliana Dunham in her Carman dorm room from freshman year. There also are a 

bunch of band photos, which brought back fond memories. Jennifer Wright McCarthy and I shared an exchange 

about aging and raising kids. Jenna notes that her mother and her daughter are her Facebook friends - gotta be real 

careful. She passed on happy news about Krissie (now Kristine) Barakat Flynn, who had a baby, her first, 

named Billy. Jenna writes that the family "lives in a marvelous apartment with great outdoor space in Chelsea." Wow 

- if the outdoor space is in fact part of the apartment then it really is marvelous. And I also was accepted as a friend 



of Joanna Usher Silver '89, who maintains a low Facebook profile. I feel privileged. 

So here's a challenge for all of you that, if you accept it, will help me to improve this column. You may recall that I 

am a history teacher, and I really liked the TV show 1900 House and its several spin-offs. In the spirit of that show, I 

challenge you to send me a personal update by United States mail I will give extra credit to updates that are 

hand-written in ink, and extra extra credit to updates that are typed. (Does anyone else remember that Carman had 

a "typing room" on the first floor when we were freshmen? Nowadays, I have to explain to my students what that was, 

and how great it was to be in there at 3 and 4 a.m., clacking away on my manual.) You can do it! Put aside the 

electronic device, remember what it was like in 1984 and write me a letter. Send it to 30 Phillips Ln., Newtonville, 

MA 02460. Be sure to put today's postage on it (in 1984 a slab at Koronet cost 19 cents - that price has gone up, too), 

and drop it in the big blue box on the corner. I look forward to hearing from you! 

Emily Miles Terry 

45 Clarence St. 

Brookline, MA 02446 

eterry3 2 @ Comcast, net 

Last year, my husband, Dave Terry '90, and I managed to survive a remodeling of our home, which left holes or some 

sort of disruption in every room of our house. We were pretty happy with the results and satisfied with our efforts to 

reuse certain materials and make our home more energy efficient. That was until I heard about Kate Stoia's 

remodel in San Francisco's Corona Heights neighborhood. Kate and her husband, Rony Maoz, bought their home in 

December 2006. At the time, it was exactly the type of "fixer upper" they wanted for their third remodeling project. 

The result of their nearly year-long remodeling project is a home with stunning views of the bay, insulation made 

from blue jeans instead of fiberglass, countertops made from compressed waste paper, tile made from recycled glass 

and a living roof that is covered with plants. Oh, and they have real "free-range" chickens that roam around their 

yard supplying them with free fertilizer and fresh eggs for their whole family, including son Matan (7) and daughter 

Ella (5). For those interested in more details, Katie has offered tips and advice via e-mail at katestoia@gmail.com. 

On the opposite end of the country at Columbia, our first Columbia Alumni Center, located on West 113th Street 

between Broadway and Riverside Drive (formerly McVickar Hall, School of Social Work) also has achieved 

recognition for its low carbon footprint, as the building was registered with the United States Green Building Council, 

seeking LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification. The finished building has zoned 

heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems that constantly pipe in outside air, lighting that is designed to save 

35 percent in energy consumption by using occupancy sensors that monitor motion and body temperature, daylight 

harvesting that adjusts interior lights according to the amount of natural light coming through the building's large 

windows and a water filtration system in each of the building's four pantries that has eliminated the use of bottled 

water. 

Efforts on campus toward environmental sustainability have been stepped up markedly since the '80s, when we 



barely knew what recycling was. In 2009, Columbia received an A- on its College Sustainable report card from the 

Sustainable Endowments Institute based in Cambridge. For more information on what Columbia is doing for the 

environment and how you can get involved, go to www.environment.columbia.edu. 

Richard Hecht sent me a picture of him and Joel Mendias lost in the desert 20 years ago -1 was able to 

authenticate it based on the unmistakable '80s muscle T. Last spring, Rich was on his way to the United Kingdom for 

the first time in many years on the QE2 with his family. After graduation, he moved to England for six years. He 

writes, "I brought back a British wife, and we now have one little gymnast and a prima ballerina and live in 

Connecticut." Rich works with a team that is developing a next generation heart stent from NiTiNb material. 

Kimberley Johnson has been a professor at Barnard for nine years. She teaches political science, focusing on 

American politics. Kim writes, "It's been a great time to be in the field. I'm married to Daniel Marcus '89E. We 

have three kids, Milo (9), Aaron (7) and Liza (5)." 

My next update will include details from our 20th Alumni Reunion Weekend, which didn't make it in to this issue 

because of publishing deadlines. Looking forward to hearing from more of you. 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

Rachel Cowan Jacobs 

313 Lexington Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD 20901 

cowan@jhu.edu 

Good for Jan Castro, whose name keeps popping up in my column. This time it's to say that Churchill Mining is 

pleased to announce Jan's appointment to its board as a non-executive director. 

In the spirit of our 20th reunion, a mere 11 months from now, here's a report from Alicia Shems. "It has only taken 

me 20 years, but I am finally responding and giving info about what I am doing post-Columbia. I married my 

childhood sweetheart, Nessy Shems, in May 1994.1 have two children, Matthew (12) and Leah (9). I am a freelance 

editor and mixed media artist. As an artist, I have won some awards and taught at some studios in the Northeast and 

the Midwest. After spending 13 years in Chicago (I got an M.A. in lit from Chicago), we finally moved back to the 

Boston area in 2005, and we love it! As we all know, turning 40 is a big deal, so this year I had a mid-life crisis and 

bought a beautiful black Labrador, whom my daughter named Olive. So far, she hasn't destroyed the furniture, but 

she seems to love to eat pens and paper. We all think she is a writer at heart!" 



If any of you are thus inspired to submit news to me or get a dog, I welcome either action whole-heartedly. 

It is with great sadness that I mention the February death of Ken "Gooch" Galluccio. For those of you who knew 

Ken, I am sure you will carry with you favorite memories of your time with him. Perhaps like me, there will be one 

memory in particular that will bring the brightest smile of all to your face. CCT will run an obituary on Ken in an 

upcoming issue. 

Margie Kim 

c/o CCT 

Columbia Alumni Center 

622 W. 113th St., MC 4530 

New York, NY 10025 

margiekimkim@hotmail.com 

Greetings, everyone! I only have a few notes to share this time... 

We had an update on Miguel Centeno last quarter, but he recently received another honor that is worth 

mentioning. Crain's named Miguel as one of its "40 under 40" for 2009. This is what they had to say about Miguel: 

"Just call him the Hispanic Harrison Ford. Miguel Centeno, who works as a voice-over actor in his spare time, 

narrated the Spanish version of a program for the Rose Center for Earth and Space that the Indiana Jones star had 

performed in English. His real job: helping small businesses get affordable health insurance. Raised in a Bronx 

public housing complex by Puerto Rican-born parents, Miguel showed potential at an early age. He was accepted at 

the private Ethical Culture Fieldston School through a program that supported promising minorities. He went on to 

graduate from Columbia University. Though he briefly attended law school, he realized quickly that helping 

'real-world people solve real-world problems' would be more rewarding. He worked at a homeless shelter, the 

Brooklyn Borough President's office and then the U.S. Small Business Administration, where he drove a 40 percent 

increase in the number of loans to Hispanics. Aetna recruited him in 2007 to help boost its modest market share 

among New York City's small and ethnic businesses. He cut rates by as much as 12 percent in the company's New 

York City Community Plan, a product designed to combine low prices with culturally sensitive service and revamped 

marketing. In the first quarter of 2009, membership in the NYCCP rocketed by 70 percent over the same quarter last 

year, mostly from businesses providing insurance to their workers for the first time. 

"'He's committed to making a difference,' says Leslie Grossman, co-founder of the Women's Leadership Exchange. 

'Some men don't understand the challenges of women-owned businesses, but Miguel really gets it.'" 

On March 12, Darrow Han, otherwise known as DMZ//38, had his Korean version of Reunify broadcast to 

millions of North Koreans via Radio Free Asia. He writes: "It has been a dream since starting this project in 2005 to 

share our message of peace and reunification with everyday people, everywhere in the world - and especially in North 

Korea. It's taking time, but slowly and surely, the message is spreading. Here is the Radio Free Asia site: 



www.rfa.org. 

"I'm also pleased to announce the return of DMZ//38. After having recently relocated back to Los Angeles from 

Virginia and getting married to a wonderful woman this past August, we made a decision that the best place for us to 

settle long-term is Southern California. The new Web site is now up and running, with new videos, full lyric sheets 

and more: www.DMZ38.com. Plans are under way to launch a Korea Peace Treaty Cultural Tour this summer, and 

DMZ//38 will be performing several dates. Look for us on Facebook: http://apps.facebook.com/causes/93810. We 

recently started recording a new DMZ//38 album, to be titled Harmony. 

"These are auspicious times. With the inspiring election of President Barack Obama '83, we've seen not only an 

important step forward in the United States but a refreshing wave of support throughout the world. There is now a 

renewed opportunity for progress on the Korean peninsula. We're excited and hope you are too." 

Brenda (Wanger) Rose wrote in: "I'm doing really well, having been teaching junior high and high school for 

more than 16 years. I'm in my ninth year at The King's Academy in Sunnyvale, Calif., where I teach seventh-grade 

English and am English department lead and new teacher mentor. Two years ago, much to the student body's 

delight, I married Jason Rose, the AP chemistry teacher (in the school's theater!), and we continue to love teaching, 

traveling and just living life together. From time to time, I wonder what has become of my fellow Columbians as we 

all approach our 40th birthdays (oy!). It was great to read about Jeff Cross in the last issue, and even though I'm a 

Facebook novice, I'd enjoy hearing from old friends such as Max Whitney, Hans Pedersen '96, Maria Vardis, 

Angela Eaton and Kenyatta Monroe." 

That's all for this (short) column. I'll be making direct appeals for the next one. Until next time ... Cheers! 

Jeremy Feinberg 

315 E. 65th St. #3F 

New York, NY 10021 

jeremy.feinberg@verizon.net 

Hi everyone! It's good to be back with you for another chance to share our collective goings on. I hope that this light 

mailbag makes up for its lack of quantity with some good news. 

First, let me share some news about James Park. According to Business Wire, James has been hired by Merriman 

Curhan Ford Group, a financial services firm, as s.v.p. of institutional equity sales trading. He is based in Merriman's 

New York office. Previously, James had been s.v.p. at Brean Murray Carrett & Co. as a sales trader. He began his 

career as a proprietary trader at Gruntal and Co. in New York. Congratulations! 

I did not need Business Wire to tell me about Marie Mockett's news. We met for coffee - catching up for the first 

time in more than 15 years - in mid-April. Marie, who was one of my first-year floormates on 13th Floor John Jay in 

1988-89, is a writer who will have her first novel, Picking Bones from Ash, published in October. While there is little 



I can write here to adequately give Marie's work its proper due, according to the Web site of the publisher, Graywolf 

Press:"Picking Bones from Ash explores the struggles women face in accepting their talents, and asks what happens 

when mothers and daughters dare to question the debt owed each other. Fusing imagination and suspense, Mockett 

builds a lavish world in which characters journey from Buddhist temples to the gilded chateaux of France to the 

black market of international antiques in California, as they struggle to understand each other across cultures and 

generations." 

Marie and I spent some time discussing our former floor and floormates (where are you, Stewart Rosman and 

Arjuna Costa?), and it got me thinking - Are there people from your first-year floors whom you wonder about 

("Whatever happened to_?")? Well, if so, write in, and, in addition to your own news, fill in the blank(s) for 

me, and let me know who you're curious about. I'll see what I can do. That is, after all, part of what the Class Notes 

section is for. 

Till next time! 

IQQO Betsy Gomperz 

41 Day St. 

Newton, MA 02466 

Betsy. Gomper z@ gm ail. com 

We all know these are crazy economic times, and this spring we saw the recession hit the legal industry - hard. The 

New York Times and Wall Street Journal have had editorials on how the legal industry needs to change its business 

model and eliminate the billable hour. John Balestriere has been ahead of that curve. John is a partner at 

Balestriere Lanza, a growing trials and investigations law firm that handles a mix of business torts and commercial 

disputes along with class actions and civil rights cases. Before starting his own firm, John was an assistant district 

attorney for New York County and as an assistant attorney general for the New York State Attorney General's Office. 

When he started Balestriere Lanza, he and his colleagues found that they could not make the "billable hour" work for 

their practice and, even worse, felt that it negatively affected client relationships. His resulting plan to combine 

modest monthly retainers with success fees based on the type of recovery achieved is part of the growing trend of 

alternative legal fee arrangements. John recently published an article at www.balestriere.net/News 

/Pay_for_value_not_effort.html. He is married, and he and his wife have three children. 

Last year, Patti Lee married Paul Tomita at a San Francisco boating club, where they had the first of many sailing 

dates. Patti and Paul recently moved to Mill Valley into a home they successfully renovated despite "a series of classic 

mishaps some classify as HGTV-worthy nightmares. (We like to think of them as character building-episodes that 

brought us closer.)" Paul is a patent attorney in San Francisco, and Patti is a reporter at KTVU covering stories 

ranging from the recession to riots. 

I had the pleasure of seeing Kevin Connolly recently when he was in Boston for a Red Sox-Yankees series. I 



married a Red Sox fan (we have a mixed marriage), so my husband, Mike, and Kevin were off to the game after a 

barbecue at our house. Last year, Kevin married Laura Nappi in a ceremony on the island of Culebra in the 

Caribbean with an intimate gathering of family and friends, including Michael Connolly '92, Joel Cramer, Julia 

Davidson Hassan and George Hassan. Then, in August, they had an oceanside reception in the Hamptons that 

Mike and I attended along with Ali Towle, Neil Turitz, Patti Lee, Steve Cootey '93E, Marcy Levy-Maguire '93 

Barnard, Ellen Werner-Volpe '01 and those who attended the wedding earlier in the year. It was a fantastic evening 

filled with singing by the groom, some interpretive dancing by the bride and late-night karaoke at a Hamptons 

hideout. Notable late-night karaoke performances included Neil's stirring version of Carly Simon's classic, "You're So 

Vain." 

Leyla Kokmen 

440 Thomas Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

leylak@ earthlink. net 

Mary Killackey married John DeCell in a wonderful New Orleans wedding on March 18. The festivities took place 

on a gorgeous spring weekend, and Mary and John offered their guests a real taste of New Orleans with beignets, 

gumbos and various events, including a rehearsal dinner that culminated in a "second-line" procession through the 

French Quarter led by a brass band. 

I was thrilled to be there to celebrate with Mary, who was beautiful, witty and incredibly happy. The bride's big 

request was that everyone dance, and the slew of CC '94 alums in attendance were happy to oblige - especially when 

the sounds of Deee-Lite's "Groove is in the Heart" came over the speakers during the reception. 

Winning the prize for farthest travel was Katy Negrin, who flew in for the weekend from Slovakia, where she lives 

with her husband and children, Ben and Bea. 

The New York contingent included Sofia Dumery, who recently bought and renovated an apartment in Brooklyn 

and is a design director for Callaway Arts & Entertainment, designing the Sunny Patch line of children's gardening 

products currently sold at Target stores. Lillian Koo and her husband, Matthew Thorburn, ventured from their 

home in Riverdale, N.Y., to participate in the merriment. 

Estelamari Rodriguez and her husband, Louis Valente, came from Miami, where Estela is an oncologist and 

Louis a scientist. 

Ayanna (Parish) Thompson and her husband, Derek, came from Scottsdale, Ariz., where Ayanna is an associate 

professor of English at ASU and Derek is an internist and has recently begun to specialize in palliative care. 

Other College alumni in attendance included two of the bride's brothers, Patrick Killackey '88 and Brendan Killackey 

'96, who walked his sister down the aisle. 



Mary, a transplant surgeon at Tulane, and John, a high school math teacher in New Orleans, honeymooned in Paris 

before returning to New Orleans, where they live in a lovely home in the Uptown neighborhood. 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

Janet Lorin 

127 W. 96th St., #2GH 

New York, NY 10025 

jrf 10 @ Columbia. edu 

Alan Wieder brings news from Los Angeles. His memoir, Year of the Cock: The Remarkable True Account of a 

Married Man Who Left His Wife and Paid the Price, from Grand Central Publishing, will be out in July. 

"It's a nonfiction account of the wild events that took place in my life in 2005, the year of the rooster," he writes. Alan 

is a screenwriter and is working on a comedy called Johnson that Summit Entertainment, the maker of Twilight, 

plans to shoot later this year. He has sold a few scripts to Warner Brothers. He lives with his girlfriend, Carley Steiner 

'02, also a screenwriter, and he has a son, Roman, from a previous marriage. 

"I keep in touch with my buddies and fellow Angelenos Jon ’’Goldie” Goldblatt, who's writing on Seth 

MacFarlane's new series, Cleveland; Brian Frank, who's a successful band manager here; and my old roommate, 

Adam Mortimer, who's a film and music video director," Alan writes. 

Mark Filstrup survived the kindergarten application process for his daughter, Isabella. (I'll be asking him for 

advice in a few years.) He is going on his seventh year at AllianceBernstein, managing technology and operations. 

"My wife, Patty, and I live in the Village and are doing well," he writes. "We've finished the NYC kindergarten 

admissions process, which rivaled getting into CC." 

Mark brings news from Varsity Show and Kingsmen-land. "Justin Garrett '98, John Scott '97 and Dan Morenoff '96 

are all dads. In December, Drew Stevens '93E married Kim Dong Ha in New York, and Matt Eddy '94 married Staci 

Menayas in Las Vegas. Tom Kitt '96 and Brian Yorkey '93 did not get married in December, but their new musical, 

Next to Normal, opened on Broadway on April 15," he writes. [See "Alumni in the News."] 

Sue Loughran, nee You, has been living in Chicago with her husband for the last three years running their 

business, a creative services and interactive marketing firm. 

"The majority of our work is with Hollywood studios," Sue said. When she isn't working, Sue enjoys time with her son, 

Peter Young Loughran, born last July. She has reconnected on Facebook with classmates and friends, including 



Mark Kravitz, Rena Brackill, Lou Bavaro, Ayana Picariello, Gene Keyser '04E, Monique Keyser, Peter 

Dushkin '94 GS, Noah Rosenthal '96 and Noah Tepperman. Does anyone volunteer to start a Facebook page for 

CC '95? 

Thanks for all the updates, and please keep the news coming. 

1996 Ana S. Salper 

125 Prospect Park West, Apt. 4A 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

asalper@yahoo.com 

Greetings, classmates. Only a bit of news (albeit very good news) to report this time. 

After receiving his B.A. in film 

studies from Columbia, Ramin 

Bahrani, an adjunct assistant 

film professor, went on to write 

and direct the films Man Push 

Cart (2005), which won more 

than 10 international prizes, 

including the FIPRESCI 

international critics prize in the 

London Film Festival; Chop 

Shop (2007); and Goodbye 

Solo (2008). Bahrani will be 

the subject of prestigious 

international retrospectives in 

2009 at the MoMA in New York 

City, Harvard and the La 

Rochelle Film Festival in 

France. [See "Alumni in the 

News."] 

I am very proud to announce the birth of my son, Maximillian Salper Cowart, who was born on April 25. Maximillian 

joins his sister, Isabelle, who turns 3 this July, and who surprisingly has not yet asked me to return her little brother 

to the hospital or ship him to Siberia. 

College alumni had a blast at the high-altitude wedding of Julia Lyon '96 and Chris Barker in Park 

City, Utah, in August 2008. Attending were (left to right) Pam Garas '96, Eliana Menzin '96 

Barnard, Jen Banks '96, the bride, Katherine Cherbas '96 and Lloyd Shin '96. 

PHOTO: ZUMAPHOTO 

That's it for now. Obviously, we are in desperate need of notes, so please send in more news! I leave with this bit of 

inspiration: 



"And in the end it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your years." 

-Abraham Lincoln 

1997 Sarah Katz 

1935 Parrish St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19130 

srki2 @ Columbia. edu 

This edition of Class Notes is short but sweet. CC '97, please send me your news! 

Congratulations to Damon Winter, who won the Pulitzer Prize for feature photography for his photos in The New 

York Times of Barack Obama '83 on the campaign trail. As Hans Chen writes, Damon has come a long way from 

his role as the photo editor at Spec! Congrats are also in order for Aravind Adiga, who lived in the same Plimpton 

suite with Damon and Hans and won the Man Booker prize for his debut novel, The White Tiger, in October. 

Sandra P. Angulo Chen 

10209 DayAve. 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

spa76@yahoo.com 

Apparently, our class only has one thing on its mind: having babies! Double CC '98 couple Jeannette Jakus and 

Ben Kornfeind welcomed Samuel Joseph Kornfeind on December 4. "He's beautiful with bright blond hair and 

blue eyes!" writes the proud mama. The happy family lives in Riverside, N.Y. 

Carlos Singer updated CCT for the first time with two-for-one baby news. He and his wife, Jessica Uzcategui, had 

their first child, Solana Maya Singer, on September 16. "She is delicious beyond words. She enjoys milk, music and 

watching papa dance like a lunatic," Carlos writes. Congratulations, Carlos and Jessica! 

Carlos has been busy since graduation. He graduated from Yale Law in 2002, practiced commercial litigation with 

Quinn Emanuel in Los Angeles for several years and, after serving as deputy counsel for L.A. mayor Antonio 

Villaraigosa, returned to private practice at the trial boutique firm, Willenken Wilson Loh & Lieb. Carlos and Jessica, 

who is also an attorney, married in 2006 and live in Pasadena. 

Not only has Carlos become a dad, but so has his Columbia roommate, Seth Rubin. According to Carlos, Seth and 

his wife, Erendira, had a daughter, Violet Ines, on October 17. Seth, who earned a Ph.D. at UC Berkeley and did a 

post-doc at Sloan-Kettering in NYC, is a chemistry professor at UC Santa Cruz. 



I'm thrilled my Class Notes column is so full of baby news, but you do not have to be a new parent to write in with an 

update. Happy summer, classmates! 

-I q q q Elizabeth Robilotti 

80 Park Ave., Apt. 7N 

New York, NY 10016 

evr5@c0lumbia.edu 

Bryan Carlson and Amy Wilk are ecstatic to announce that they are engaged. Despite spending four great 

undergrad years crisscrossing Morningside Heights and graduating together in '99, somehow their paths never 

crossed while at Columbia, not even on the steps of Low Library. They had to wait almost eight years, finally meeting 

at Wharton. Amy and Bryan completed their M.B.A.S in 2007. Bryan says Amy was so skeptical of how they could 

never have met while at Columbia that before agreeing to go out on their first date, Amy looked him up in the 

yearbook and Commencement program to confirm that he wasn't just giving her a pickup line. Though busy planning 

the wedding, Bryan and Amy looked forward to catching up with friends at Alumni Reunion Weekend. 

Jodi Materna is excited to announce that her sister, Janine '05, was asked by the Democratic Committee to run for 

the 51st District of New York City Council position (Southern Staten Island). Since graduation, Janine has worked at 

Deloitte Consulting, where she has aided companies in their human capital needs. However, she is now ready to 

pursue her passion for politics. Please support Janine by making a donation at JanineMaternaforCityCouncil.com. 

Every dollar counts toward Janine achieving her dream. 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

2000 Prisca Bae 

344 W. 17th St., Apt. 3B 

New York, NY 10011 

pb134@columbia.edu 

John Jay 12 is growing up! I'm 

excited to report some baby 

news from my former 

floormates. Salil Seshadri 

and his wife, Jennifer, had a 



girl, Mia Sullivan Seshadri, on 

December 13. Eric Yellin and 

his wife, Nicole Sackley, 

welcomed Nathan Henry on 

Grace Roh '00 and Daniel Fazio '01 were married in September in Malibu, Calif. Attending were 

(top row, left to right) John Rowan '01, Mira Lew '00, Benjamin Mellman '00 and Ann Chung '00E; 

(middle row, left to right) Jeffrey Hensel '01, Murray Edmondson ’01E, Andrew Pyo '01 and Seth 

Morris '01; and (bottom row, left to right) Stephen Chu '01, Amy Perry '01, the groom and the bride. 

ERIC POWELL PHOTOGRAPHY 

January 19. He was 8 lbs., 12 

oz. and 193A inches. Eric is an assistant professor of history at the University of Richmond. Congrats, guys! 

Jenny Fan Raj also welcomed a new member to her family. Her son, Arjun Jay, was born on December 3 at 6:05 

p.m. He weighed in at 7 lbs., 11 oz. and was 20 inches long. Jenny reports that "big sister Lila didn't quite know what 

to make of him but will now kiss him if she is in the right mood. We are beyond busy but enjoying seeing the two of 

them grow up." 

Raymond Martinez has taken a position as v.p. of Union Bank's private banking division in Los Angeles. The 

private banking division provides comprehensive wealth management solutions, and Raymond is a private banking 

relationship manager in the bank's expanding legal specialty group. Prior to joining Union Bank, Raymond worked 

for Citigroup Private Bank as a v.p. and private banker, where he was responsible for banking, lending and 

investment services for lawyers and law firms. 

Rebecca Smeyne writes: "I started photography as a hobby when I was 26. For the last few years, while keeping 

my corporate day job in an unrelated field, I've become a frequent contributor to The Village Voice and Spin, mostly 

shooting music-based reportage. The exciting news is that two different shoots I did in 2008 for Spin recently won 

major industry awards: A feature I shot on the band Pre, from London, received a finalist medal from the Society of 

Publication Designers. This was the only SPD medal Spin received for 2008 in any category. The category was 

'Photo: Section (single/spread),' and these were the medal finalists (I was up against Martin Schoeller of The New 

Yorker!): 

"BonAppetit, James Wojcik; June 2008, 'At the Market: Cucumbers.' 

"ESPN the Magazine, Rob Tringali; 'Foam Over/Jessica Subido.' 

"Fortune, Gregg Segal; May 12, 2008, 'Bag Revolution.' 

"GQ, Martin Schoeller; May 2008, 'Marc Jacobs Doesn't Give a F**k.' 

"Spin, Rebecca Smeyne; January 2008, 'Soundcheck: PRE.' 

"Additionally, Spin won three awards in the 45th American Photo Annual out of 10,100 entries and 360 finalists, and 

one of these awards was for my two-page spread of the band Dark Meat. 

"Interestingly, neither of these shoots were assignments from publications. Rather, they were subjects I sought out 

and brought to the magazine after shooting. Out of the all the photographers who receive these awards, I am 

definitely a wild card, in terms of approach and experience, so this has all been very exciting and surprising. My Web 

site is rebeccasmeyne.com." 



2001 Jonathan Gordin 

3030 N. Beachwood Dr. 

Los Angeles, CA 90068 

j rg53 @ Columbia. edu 

I hope everyone's summer is off to 

a great start. Please continue to 

write in with news, or just drop me 

a line to share your summer plans. 

Robin Fineman (nee Lefkowitz) 

and Evan Fineman are proud to 

announce the birth of their son, 

Ezra Jordan. Ezra was born at 

12:01 a.m. on March 8 and 

weighed 5 lbs., 13 oz. Mommy, 

Daddy and baby are all doing 

great! They live in Fair Lawn, N.J. 

Congratulations! 

Andy Pratt wrote, "We have a 

new arrival! Amy 

Benjamin-Pratt and I welcomed 

Eleanor Kathryn on May 3. She 

weighed in at a healthy 8 lbs., 1 oz., 

measured 20V2 inches long, and 

has one amazingly full head of 

Dina Epstein '01 married Eitan Levisohn in November in a former amusement park in Glen 

Echo, Md. Attending were (top row, left to right) Israel Gordan '01, Jonathan Gordin '01, Joyce 

Chou '01, Rebecca Cole Lurie '01 Barnard, Adam Lurie '02E, Rebecca Mermelstein '01, Justin 

Rubin '02 and Michael Fishman '02; (second row, left to right) Nancy Perla '01, Susan Pereira 

Wilsey '01, Jamie Rubin '01 Barnard, the bride, Deena Fox '03 Barnard, Dena Roth '06 

Barnard and Rivka Friedman '05 Barnard; (third row, left to right) Jeff (InKwon) Lee '01 and 

Annie Lainer '01; and (front row, left to right) Shira Miller-Jacobs Fishman '99 Barnard and 

Jeremy Kadden '00. Not pictured are Billy Kingsland '01 and Chelsea Scott '01 Barnard. 
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black hair. Ellie and her parents are doing great and look forward to all the new adventures soon to come. 

"Amy is finishing up a residency in ob/gyn here in Rochester, N.Y. and will be completing an advanced laparoscopic 

fellowship during the next year. I expect to receive my M.A. in music education from the Eastman School of Music 

next year, as well." 

Please keep in touch! 

2002 Sonia Dandona Hirdaramani 

2 Rolling Dr. 

Old Westbury, NY 11568 

soniah57@gmail.com 



Hello, classmates. I have quite a few impressive and exciting updates to share. 

Agne (Agnia) Baranauskaite has been working as an adviser to 

Lithuania's Minister of Foreign Affairs. She is based in Vilnius but spends 

considerable time in England, where she is completing her Ph.D. in 

international relations at Oxford. 

David Epstein was co-author of the Sports Illustrated article that broke the 

A-Rod steroids story. 

Sharon Walton is finally finished with school! After graduating from 

Columbia, she earned a master's in biochemistry. She recently completed 

medical school and is starting a residency at the University of Illinois in 

Chicago in orthopedic surgery. 

Matthew Kondratowicz will marry Rebecca Smith in July at the Central 

Park Boathouse. They met in 2003 and live on the Upper West Side. 

Tiphany Jolly graduated from Meharry Medical College (Nashville.) on 

May 16. She recently matched into the specialty of emergency medicine. She has been accepted to the Albert Einstein 

College of Medicine/Jacobi-Montefiore Emergency Medicine Residency program in the Bronx. 

Anna Boden wrote and directed (with Ryan Fleck) Sugar, a film about a small-town Dominican Republic pitcher 

looking to escape his country for the riches of American professional baseball. Sugar received strong reviews at the 

2008 Sundance Film Festival and opened in theaters nationwide on April 4. 

Jennifer Materna has been keeping busy acting as treasurer for her sister, Janine '05, who was asked by the 

Democratic Committee to run for the 51st District of New York City Council position (Southern Staten Island). 

Jennifer's other sister, Jodi Marie '99, is the campaign manager. Since graduation, Janine has worked at Deloitte 

Consulting, where she has aided companies in their human capital needs. However, she is now ready to pursue her 

passion for politics. Please support Janine by making a donation at JanineMaternaForCityCouncil.com. 

Daniel Hammerman '02 and Robyn 

Schwartz ’03 hosted a gang of alumni at 

their wedding in Manhattan in October. 

Partying with them were (back row, left to 

right) Ellen Rubinstein '03, Jessica 

Schmidt '03, Lauren Harrison '03, Eliza 

Bobek '02 Barnard, the bride, the groom, 

Karen Corrie '02, Andy Cheung '02, 

Kimberly Grant '03, Joey Hoepp '03, 

Daniel Ramirez '02 and Justin Marks '02; 

and (kneeling) David Myers '02. 

From movies to medicine, journalism to government, this column really reflects the diversity of accomplishments of 

our classmates. The updates on graduations and marriages also remind us that we are progressing along with 

different phases of life as time seems to fly by. Please continue to keep us posted with your updates at 

soniah57@gmail.com. Thanks, and hope everyone enjoyed the spring. 

Michael Novielli 

205 W. 103rd St., Apt. 4B 



New York, NY 10025 

mjn29@columbia.edu 

Another academic year has 

passed, and it's now been six 

years since we've graduated. 

The spring has been full of 

celebrations commemorating 

the 14 years for which Austin 

Quigley has served as the Dean 

of the College. Dean Quigley 

offered heartfelt remarks to the 

more than 250 attendees at the 

third annual Young Alumni 

Spring Benefit in New York City 

on April 17. Congratulations to 

Nathania Nisonson for 

again serving as co-chair of the 

event alongside Demetrios 

Yatrakis '05. Our class was well 

represented, with Jessica 

Berenyi, Rachel Berk, 

Ruby Bola, Stephany 

Collarmore, Eleanor L. Coufos, Katie Day, Wesley Flamer-Binion, Rachel Flax, Michael Foss, Jill 

Freedman, Lee Goldberg, Emily Hammer, Lauren Harrison, Miru Kim, Eric Kriegstein, Jennifer 

Last, Erik Moss, Nathania Niconson, Jeff Peate, Jill Santopolo, Chelsea Walsh, Megan Yee and others 

in attendance. I would be remiss not to acknowledge Eleanor L. Coufos for doing a phenomenal job at mobilizing 

our class to give to the Columbia College Fund in what was a particularly tough year for development. Eleanor works 

in the Alumni Office and is the director of the Young Alumni fund. And, of course, congratulations to Michael Foss 

on another successful year as vice-chair of the Class Agent program. It's quite impressive that someone so young is in 

the No. 2 leadership role for the program, and we should all certainly be proud to call Michael our classmate! 

As proud as we are about the accomplishments of our classmates here at alma mater, others continue to achieve 

great things throughout New York City, across the country and internationally. Peter Neofotis' Concord, Virginia: 

A Southern Town in Eleven Stories is set to be published by St. Martin's Press in July. E-mail Peter at 

pgn6 @ Columbia, edu. 

Christina Wright shares, "I have been an admissions counselor at Marquette University in Milwaukee for almost 

two years. I am also pursuing my master's in international affairs at Marquette. In April I presented my research 

paper, 'Helping Serendipity Along: The Internet's Role in the Evolution and Enhancement of Social Capital in the 

Patrick Holder ’03 married Kirsten Johnson last July on the shore of Serene Lake in Soda Springs, 

Calif. Basking in the sun with them were Zander Chemers '03, Sridhar Prasad '03, the groom, the 

bride, Dr. Alex Williams-Resnick '03 and Kimberly Grant '03. 



2ist Century,' at two conferences, the Midwest Political Science Association Conference in Chicago and the Southwest 

Political Science Association Annual National Conference in Denver. I recently attended the wedding of my Columbia 

swimming teammate, Lucy Eccleston '03 Barnard. She married a great guy, Brady Norvall, a University of the 

Pacific graduate whom she met in Stockton, Calif. They live in south Florida. I recently was in New York for the 

annual Columbia swimming homecoming weekend. We had a great showing, and the women's team beat Brown! 

Several members of our class were in attendance: Hania Mardam-Bey, Rachel Reichard and Lindsey 

Bordone. We relived the glory days in Uris Natatorium and on the rooftop of The Heights." 

Moving on to legal updates, Sam Arora recently was elected by his classmates as president of the Student Bar 

Association at Georgetown Law, an organization with more than 2,500 members. Aileen McGrath is clerking for 

Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court David Souter. Chin Ho Cheng is engaged to Grace Ham '03 NYU. 

They'll be married in August. 

Gil De Jesus completed his M.B.A. at UCLA in June 2008 with a focus in strategy and operations, as well as an 

advanced international management certificate. He works for Archstone Consulting in San Francisco as an associate 

consultant and is spearheading the firm's growing public sector practice. Kathy Chuy is starting her anesthesiology 

residency at Penn this summer. Brandon Dixon recently had a guest-starring role on Law & Order: Criminal 

Intent. 

I had the pleasure of attending Nadege Fleurimond's Fleurimond Cater Spring Showcase at Taj Lounge in New 

York on April 19. We were treated to excellent food, drinks, entertainment and company, including a good number of 

Columbia alumni. In fact, Kristen Washington was in attendance. She is having events periodically on the 

creative process and intuitive development at the East West Bookstore in New York. She encourages you to visit her 

Web site, www.magicwaterssolutions.com, for more information. 

2004 Miklos C. Vasarhelyi 

118 E. 62nd St. 

New York, NY 10021 

m cv3 7 @ Columbia. edu 

Veronica Zaragovia writes, "After receiving my master's in new media from the Journalism School in May 2008,1 

had a six-month position with the Online NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, where I got to be part of the team that covered 

Barack Obama '83's election until about 3:30 a.m. on November 5.1 also reported on Colombia's displaced children, 

a Native American advocacy walk and Nepal's new prime minister, among other topics. I've been doing a Web 

internship with the magazine The Week and am traveling in Hong Kong until the end of August, where I will intern 

with Time Asia." 

Rammy Park is finishing up her M.F.A. in film at the School of the Arts and recently produced/directed a number 

of films that played at the Columbia Film Festival. You can learn more about her projects here. 



After teaching at middle and high schools in New York for the past five years, Dan Wise is moving to San Diego, 

where he plans to remain in academia. After graduating from Yale School of Management in May, Dan Goldman is 

moving back to New York to work for a venture capital firm specializing in biotechnology investment. 

In wedding news, congrats to Rian Jensine Balfour, who recently married Brian Russell Marcus in Deerfield 

Beach, Fla. Rian is an associate in the tax department at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett, a Manhattan law firm. Rian 

and Brian met on a plane from Florida to New York in January 2004, during which they learned that each had grown 

up in Coconut Creek and was attending Columbia. They resolved to share a taxi back to campus. Also, congrats to 

Julia Bartolf, who recently married Gregory Milne at Marble Collegiate Church in New York. Julia will become an 

associate in the real estate department at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, a New York law firm, in 

September. 

David Molko writes, "A couple of weeks ago, I won three Emmy Awards for projects I had spearheaded, produced 

and written during my two years at WCBS-TV in New York. My work included a winter weather special aimed at 

educating and saving lives and an all-day profile of a trader at the New York Stock Exchange. I had four nominations 

in the New York television market in the following categories: Writer/News, Environmental Programming, Societal 

Concerns - Special, and Business/Consumer (lost this one to a great PBS special). Nine months ago, I moved to 

Atlanta to work at CNN's global headquarters. I now produce a one-hour newscast based in Hong Kong, which is 

seen in more than 100 countries. Now if only I could adjust to Atlanta." 

Meanwhile, Nick Olsen is working at Slate's online magazine, Double X, and has a column, "Nick's Dream House." 

Click here for a gallery of reunion photos, including class pictures. 

Click here for a list of classmates who registered for reunion. 

Peter Kang 

205 15th St., Apt. 5 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

peter.kang@gmail.com 

Hope you are enjoying the summer months. We have a good number of updates from our classmates, so let's jump 

right in: 

Janine Materna is excited to announce that she was asked by the Democratic Committee to run for the 51st 

District of New York City Council position (southern Staten Island). Since graduation, Janine has worked at Deloitte 

Consulting, where she has aided companies in their human capital needs. She is now ready to pursue her passion for 

politics. Please support Janine by making a donation at JanineMaternaforCityCouncil.com. 



Ife Babatunde will be moving from the Foggy City to the Windy City this summer, leaving San Francisco for 

Chicago to start business school at the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern. 

Aidan Wakely-Mulroney writes: "I was accepted in the master in public policy program at the John F. Kennedy 

School at Harvard. I will start classes, and return to the cocoon of academia, this fall." 

Iruka Brown writes: "After three years in management consulting, I have begun a career change, an adventure in 

real estate - call me crazy! I am a licensed real estate agent in New York focusing on Manhattan residential rentals at 

boutique firm Adina Equities. I plan to branch out into commercial leasing." 

Carrington Lee writes: "I traveled to New Orleans for my first Mardi Gras in February, and narrowly missed 

seeing a few Columbia alums who were also there: Dan Binder and Mark Tabry '07E. Mardi Gras was great this 

year. I recommend everyone experience it at least once." 

Cristina Carpio, who graduated from P&S in May, says she was lucky to get her top choice for residency training. 

"I started my internship in mid-June right here in the city: NewYork-Presbyterian, Columbia campus. I'll be joining 

Columbia's Department of Surgery," she writes. 

Raisa Belyavina writes: "I am on a Fulbright Fellowship in South Korea and am planning to come back to New 

York this summer to start a master's program in international education at Teachers College." 

James Bondarchuk received his master's in philosophy from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in May. "The 

title of my thesis is 'Kant's Derivation of the Formula of Universal Law.' I am starting a Ph.D. program in philosophy 

at Harvard in the fall," he writes. 

Max Shterngel '04 writes: "In June, I graduated from Brooklyn Law School. In August and September, I'll be 

traveling throughout Southeast Asia (e-mail me at iammaxim@gmail.com if you want to meet up), and in the fall, I'll 

return to New York to start working at White & Case." 

Laurel Gordon writes: "I moved from Seattle to Washington, D.C., in March and am a program analyst for the 

Office of Personnel Management in the federal government. D.C. is no New York, but it's a lot of fun, and I’m getting 

more chances to see my East Coast friends and family. Congratulations to Tom Longo and Christina Vullo '05E and 

to Trish Nolan and her fiance, David Sherman: Both couples are getting married this summer." 

More weddings and 

engagements: 

Jen Madden (nee Korecky) 

writes: "Greg Madden and I 

were married on April 4 in 

Westfield, N.J., and we were 

lucky to have lots of CU alumni 



there to celebrate with ns." 

Classmates in attendance 

included James 

Catrambone, Emily 

Williams, Travis Rettke, 

Jennie (Cho) Magiera '05 and Jim Magiera '05 hosted a Korean-style brunch the day after their 

wedding in December in Orlando, Fla. Dining with them were Qeft to right) Dina Hoffer '04, Dr. 

John Oh '81, Mary Oh Goldtstein '88, Dr. Peter Park '86, '88 GSAS, Priya Perumalsamy '05, Garrett 

McDonough '05, Kenneth Yen '06E, the bride, Bartek Ringwelski '05, the groom, Sasha Davidov 

'05E, Andy McDaniel '05E and Barry Goldstein '86E. 
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Dave Buffa, Sean Connor, Brendan Quinn, Kathryn Ebner, Verene von Pftetten, Maggie Carey, John 

Zaro, Nick Rudd, Poppy Harlow, Amy Galbraith, Gwyn Lederman and Mike Grady. 

Tian Zhang, who graduated from the health sciences and technology division of MIT and Harvard Medical School 

in June, was matched in internal medicine residency at Duke University Medical Center and will move to North 

Carolina. She was married on June 6 to Andrew Wang, a radiation oncologist, in Newport, R.I. 

Also, Jana Whiting and Chris Oosterhuis 'osE recently were engaged. 

Congrats to all newlyweds and newly engaged! 

2006 
11 Heaton Ct. 

Closter, NJ 07624 

mo2057@columbia.edu 

I hope you are enjoying the summer warmth. I know we have classmates all around the world, but I hope you can all 

remember how wonderful summers in New York can be! 

I returned to the United States in May after spending five months interning in the Beijing office of International 

Bridges to Justice. I will be returning to Morningside Heights in the fall as a dual-degree candidate for a master's of 

international affairs at SIPA and an M.S. in journalism from the J-School. I would love to catch up with any 

classmates who also are back on campus for studies. 

Here are some recent updates from your classmates: 

Adam Zucker graduated in May from American with a J.D. and an M.A. in international economic relations. He is 

spending the summer studying for the bar but is eager to "move back to New York and find some time to go to Brazil 

in between." He also shares that "Marisa Harary is helping to reduce the impact of emissions on our environment, 

working at Akeida Capital Management in NYC as director of environmental business development for U.S. markets, 

where she trades carbon and renewable energy credits. Jake Appel is in Bolivia, on the second leg of an incredible 

world tour of developing countries, where he is writing a book on microfinance and its contribution to sustainable 

development. Samantha Shapiro was accepted into P&S." 



Julia Nagle has been living in Pittsburgh, writing about health care policy for a local blog. She will be moving to 

Berkeley at the beginning of August to start a master's program in public policy, and she "would love to see folks who 

live on the West Coast." 

Ari Brandes is working at the U.S. Treasury Department and finishing law school at Georgetown. Jennifer 

McEachern writes, "I completed my two-year Teach for America commitment in the South Bronx last June, and I 

now am the corporate and foundation relations officer at Prep for Prep, a wonderful nonprofit educational and 

leadership development program for talented students of color in the New York City area." 

Will Thomas and Megan Furman '06 Barnard were married on May 16. They live in Ann Arbor, Mich., but held the 

ceremony in NYC. Jonathan Faria and Tamar Fuhrer became engaged. They met as floormates on John Jay 8. 

Jonathan recently finished his second year at UCLA Law and is a summer associate at Kirkland & Ellis in Los 

Angeles. Tamar is a transportation planner for Fehr & Peers, a transportation consulting firm. 

Emily Tang works at an energy consulting firm in Fairfax, Va. She had a mini-reunion at Pam Real Thai at the end 

of March with Jimmy Mark, Jacob Rubin, Jess Chan, Jamie Chan, Eunice Chao and Andy Mumm. She 

also saw Dan Chen '06E, Dave Wang 'oyE, Lauren Klein '06 Barnard and Kate Sain '07 Barnard. 

Zachary Dziedziak will be leaving Las Vegas in the fall to start a Ph.D. in German literature at UC Berkeley. 

Sam Schon is in Houston for the summer as a geoscience intern with ExxonMobil. Julia Stiles, a huge Mets fan, 

reported on the Opening Day of Citi Field for the Wall Street Journal Online. For more news and thoughts from 

Julia, visit her blog. 

2007 David D. Chait 

41W. 24th St., Apt. 3R 

New York, NY 10010 

ddc2106@columbia.edu 

It's a small Columbia world... 

John "Rudy" Shekitka writes, "I was on spring break from grad school and driving through the backwoods of 

Pennsylvania and decided to make a stop at Fallingwater, the Frank Lloyd Wright masterpiece and week 14 of Art 

Hum. I'm waiting for my tour to begin and see my former Music Hum professor, who apparently is teaching at the 

University of Pittsburgh." 

John Schneider also shares, "While in Houston for a geology conference, I ran into Cecelia Baum. Doing her 

part to turn around the global economic crisis (by drilling us out of the energy crisis), Cecelia, fresh off a nine-month 

training stint in Copenhagen, where she spent a couple weeks on offshore rigs in the North Sea, recently was 

promoted to senior geologist at Maersk Oil in Houston. She's feeling flush and said she will buy you a beer if you find 



yourself in Houston anytime soon." 

Members of our class are up to exciting things! 

Daniel Simhaee writes, "Since graduating, Daniel has been a management consultant; first as a business analyst 

at McKinsey and more recently as an independent consultant for NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital. He will attend 

medical school at the University of Michigan in the fall and is excited to move to Ann Arbor after living in NYC for 23 

years." 

Good luck in medical school, Daniel! 

Alisa Gross shares, "I'll be moving to London in September for one year to get my master's in art history at The 

Courtauld Institute of Art, and anyone who will be in London should please get in touch! I'll be traveling in Israel for 

a month in July/August, part on Birthright, and then the rest on my own and with family." 

Tao Tan has been admitted to the Business School, Class of 2011, and will return to campus in August. He is saying 

hello to his friends in New York, Liz Strauss '08E and Laura Taranto. 

Speaking of Laura, she recently was in the Miss Italia USA and Miss Italia New York 2009 pageants. Laura writes, "I 

came in second place in the Miss Italia New York pageant and won a free cruise to compete in the regional 

competition. Fifty girls (including myself) competed for the title of Miss Italia USA 2009. The pageant was held on 

the MSC Orchestra, which sailed around the Caribbean for seven days. I didn't win, but it was a fun trip, especially 

since it was free!" 

This spring marks the beginning of Siheun Song's third year as a financial consultant at AXA Advisors. "It is 

greatly gratifying to help professionals, business owners and their families weather the storm with various 

investment and risk management strategies," Siheun says. She also continues singing and touring on long weekends 

with her soul-infused, electro-rock band, Ava Luna, with front man Carlos Hernandez, Nathan Tompkins '05 and 

three others. Siheun writes, "In other words, the band is 3/6ths CC, but also s/6ths Hunter College H.S. alums (NYC 

public school, yeah!)." 

Susan Hendrick writes, "This May I graduated from Georgetown's communication, culture and technology 

graduate program with a master's. After that, I plan to stay in D.C. to start my career." 

Riddhi Dasgupta is training for the Berlin marathon in September and the London demi-thon in October. Riddhi 

writes, "Come join!" 

Simeon Segal recently was engaged. Congratulations! 

Meghan McCain has signed a book deal with Hyperion. The New York Times writes, "The book, scheduled to be 

released in spring 2010, will use 'an appealing and light-hearted voice' to delve into how the Republican Party can 

improve its use of technology and attract younger voters, topics Ms. McCain has already examined in her blog on The 



Daily Beast.' 

Christina Crowder has been traveling extensively the past year. In September and October 2008, she spent three 

weeks traveling Italy with her family. "We drove more than 3,000 miles through the country visiting the major cities 

as well as the lesser-known ones." In November, she spent one week in London attending a conference for her job as a 

Navy civilian and this May spent one week in Tokyo for a work conference. Next year, Christina will attend the Elliott 

School of International Affairs at The George Washington University in Washington, D.C., to get her master's in 

international affairs. 

R&B singer/songwriter Jami Jackson released her newest song, "Keep Walkin' On," on her independent label, 

Blacque Records, in April. She used the song to help promote the AIDS Walk New York on May 17 and donated her 

proceeds from the song to the walk. She performed the song at the AIDS Walk fundraising event and also walked on 

the LIFEbeat team, an HIV/AIDS organization. Find out more about her newest release at www.jamijackson.net. 

And there are also quite a few updates from the 2003-04 residents of Carman 7 ... 

Nick DiCarlo moved to Washington, D.C., in March to become communications specialist/legislative 

correspondent for Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D) of Wisconsin. "Part of my new role is to manage how the 

congresswoman interacts and engages with constituents in a world in which communication has been redefined by 

text messages, RSS feeds, Facebook, MySpace, Twitter and YouTube. You can follow Congresswoman Baldwin in 

legislative action at www.tammybaldwin.house.gov." 

Isaac Schwartz writes, "I am reunited with Isaac Ericson '09 in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, learning a bit about 

volcanoes, chocolate and Thai boxing. My travels started in the Mexican volcanoes and on the docket is a visit to 

Costa Rica before I come back to start medical school!" 

Tamara Lee shares, "I am in medical school at the Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine. Cleveland is no New 

York, but I'm really enjoying med school! I recently obtained my SCUBA certification in Florida with Francesca 

Butnick, who is a law student at Harvard. We shared our sixth consecutive 'spring break' together with many 

manatees, our instructor (SCUBA Steve) and some of our current classmates." 

Josie Swindler shares some exciting news, "On July 18, I'm getting married to Adam Raymond '07 NYU in our 

hometown of Louisville, Ky. Adam proved his love by spending more nights in Wien than any sane person would. I 

graduated in May '08 from the Journalism School and have a fun job writing about ugly couches and celebrity villas 

at AOL Home." 

Congratulations, Josie and Adam! 

Colleen Darnall "is the music assistant to the new smash hit musical 9 to 5, by Dolly Parton. She also is the music 

copyist for the Off-Broadway production of Everyday Rapture. For the past year, she has worked on the 

Tony-winning musical In the Heights, which will soon be a major motion picture." 



Enjoy the rest of the summer! 
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Happy summer! Read about all of the amazing things our classmates are doing (like attending culinary school in 

Paris, getting married and hanging out in Brooklyn). Send me your amazingness for a future issue. 

Benjamin Hoffman went to culinary school in Paris this year. Following that, he went to Canada to work on a 

movie. He is "almost done writing my first feature film, has shot a couple of shorts and is halfway done with a passion 

project documentary." He has also "seen a lot of movies, read a lot of books, saved a child from a burning building 

and lost the little faith I had left in the human race." Wow. 

Riaz Zaidi graduated from Armor Officer Basic Course at Fort Knox, Ky., and deployed to Iraq in April as a platoon 

leader with i-i50th Armored Recon Squadron. 

Boyko Kabakchiev was married to Claudia Kabakchiev on December 20. In attendance were Yu Shi '11L, 

Guanhua Puah, Eric Wei and Stanimir Rachev, who braved the cold Canadian winter to celebrate this joyous 

occasion with them. 

Lauren La Torre got her first taste of teaching as a TA for a class on "Poetry and Poetics" at Stanford, where she 

wrapped up her first year of graduate study in the field of English literature. Her article, "Dar La Luz: Illuminating 

John Donne's A Nocturnall Upon S. Lucie's Day, Being the Shortest Day," (which she worked on as an 

undergraduate at Columbia) recently was published in the John Donne Journal. Lauren is looking forward to 

teaching her own writing course at Stanford next year, "The Rhetorics of Noir." 

Stephanie Quan says, "I finished my first year of teaching at Harvard-Westlake and couldn't wait for summer 

vacation!" 

Jon Cioschi has been working for the New York County District Attorney's Office as a paralegal in the appeals 

bureau, "which has been a pretty enriching and challenging experience. Generally, it's felt good to apply some of the 

skills I built on at Columbia to something other than my schoolwork and short-term internships. Transitioning to 

spending about half of my time on administrative work hasn't been easy, but it certainly hasn't been unwelcome after 

four years of repetitive brain-pounding at Columbia." Jon soon will start a new job as an investigator at the Civilian 

Complaint Review Board, a mayoral agency in NYC devoted to reviewing complaints of police misconduct (e.g., 

excessive use of force.). "Clearly, I didn't drop my idealism when Bollinger handed me my diploma. I plan to apply to 

law school this fall and, if I'm lucky enough to get in somewhere, start my studies in fall 2010." 



Outside of work, Jon has been getting back to playing music regularly, blogging a bit, hanging out a lot, living a 

relaxed life and "enjoying my downtime in Brooklyn in a small, stroller-ridden neighborhood, Carroll Gardens." He 

also visited Nat Gale 'o8E in Los Angeles, who "is certainly doing well." This summer, Jon is "on a hiking trip with 

Ian Mactavish, Andy Barza, Alex Sherman, Chris Ro, Joey Simonson, Noah Schwartz, Pravin Chottera 

'08E, Gavin Harris, Dario Gutierrez and a former 'o8er, Lawrence Sulak '09." 

Safely back from India, Calvin Sun has been inducted into the board of directors of the oldest and longest-running 

students of color conference in the United States, ECAASU, which recently received nonprofit 501(c)(3) status 

recognition by the government. He is staying in NYC for the summer to start up the seventh year of the free events 

club he runs annually. Calvin traveled to Taiwan in June to do a media announcement for his company while also 

applying to medical school. 

Eric (Yihe) Wang recently moved from NYC to Seattle, where he is enjoying the beautiful weather (rainy season is 

over)! He will move to Europe in September, where he will attend a master's program in local development, spending 

the initial six months in Trento, Italy (right by the Alps), the next six months in Regensberg in Southern Germany 

and possibly a third country afterward. He encourages any Columbian to visit. 
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The Class of 2009 is officially in its second month in the real world. There are many adjustments to be made: We 

have had to adapt to normal business hours, give up our three-day weekends, and pay our own rent and utilities. 

Perhaps the greatest change will be our perception of summer, which is now just another season where business and 

life continue as usual rather than a three-month hiatus from school. 

Some members of our class will be using the summer (and even the coming year) to travel and see different parts of 

the world. I took two quick trips right after graduation; one for pleasure and the other for business. Within 48 hours 

of receiving my diploma, I was boarding an airplane headed to the French side of St. Martin, where I enjoyed quite a 

few pina coladas sitting by the beach, joined by my family and Lauren Gentry To. Soon after improving my tan, I 

traveled to Chicago to attend a conference on globalization, where I presented a paper concerning the impact of oil 

revenue on Iran's domestic economic policies and international relations with the United States. 

One of the more itinerant members of the Class of 2009 is Brett Robbins, who is on an odyssey around the world. 

With a full-time position at McKinsey beginning in January 2010, Brett is using the time between graduation and 

starting his job to travel through four continents. His trip will start in Central America and then he will head south, 



continuing on to Chile where he will ski in August. He will then return to the States for a month to celebrate his 

brother's wedding before he flies to China for six weeks, where he will tutor English in Beijing while learning 

Mandarin. After China, Brett wants to relax in Thailand and backpack through Cambodia and Vietnam. Laos and 

Palawan are also on the itinerary. Brett's travels will bring him back west through the Middle East, where he will visit 

Egypt and Israel before turning south for South Africa. After two weeks in South Africa, Brett hopes to spend a few 

days in Europe before taking one final plane back to JFK. After circumventing the globe, Brett will be rejuvenated 

and ready for his career in consulting, where future flights will be for business travel. 

Other members of our class will be focusing their travels to particular regions. Cody Steele, Clark Koury, 

Katrina Cragg and Ula Kudelski went straight to Europe together after graduation. Their itinerary included 

Ireland, England, Slovenia, Hungary and Poland. Dan Trepanier also is spending two months backpacking 

through Europe. While Europe is the classic choice for backpacking young alumni, others will be mixing it up; Amy 

Duffuor and Vanessa Vallecillo are traveling in Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 

Some members of our class are combining their travels with work. Gabrielle Apollon is spending the summer in 

Haiti, continuing to work for the nonprofit she co-founded, Global Life Focus Network. She is leading a group of 

American students to Haiti, where they will teach more than too children subjects such as English, French, math, 

health, hygiene and the arts. Her work is critical in a nation where many children are not able to attend school. 

Joanna Bernstein is working in Mexico City through the Princeton in Latin America fellowship program. She is 

grant-writing and researching for a public health organization, El Instituto Mexicano Investigativo de la Familia y 

Poblacion. The organization designs health education workshops for impoverished communities in Mexico and 

throughout Latin America. 
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Sheldon Barr ’60 Handles with Care A Guggenheim vase by Giuseppe Barovier, thought to be one of only 

five in the world, is housed by Sheldon Barr ’60 in his Gardner & 

Barr Venetian Glass Gallery on the Upper East Side. According to 

Barr, the Guggenheim vase is exceptional: With no central stem, all of its 

weight is supported by ornament. A light suspended from the ceiling 

illuminates the pale, blue-green cup of the vase, one of approximately 50 

pieces in that showcase. Multiply that showcase by seven; add a spectrum of 

color; add a soupgon of soft, classical music; and arrive at an ambience that 

screams “fragile.” 

Though Barr graduated from the College as a pre-med student, the liberal 

arts education led him down a different path to his career choice as an art 

dealer. “When I started at the College, I was sort of programmed into 

becoming a doctor, because most of my older cousins were doctors. But 

because of all the other things Columbia had to offer, I quickly began to 

realize that I was much more interested in the arts than being a physician,” 

he says. 

A year after graduation, after time as an executive at Macy’s, Barr returned to Columbia and entered the School of 

Architecture, Planning and Preservation. Today, he credits Professor James Marston Fitch at that school with much 

of his outlook on the arts. 

“I learned a lot about suitability by studying architecture. What I mean is, things have to be true to themselves — 

objects as well as people. What I learned to look for are things that are representative of the time they were made in,” 

Barr says. 

In 1963, Barr left the University without an architecture degree, devoting himself entirely to the art world as a dealer 

who was, he says, “always searching for something neglected or overlooked.” 

He found it. While in Paris, Barr became interested in Art Deco, an art form none of his contemporaries seemed to 

be dealing in. In 1967, he opened America’s first Art Deco gallery on East 60th Street. “I like being a pioneer,” Barr 

says. 

After closing that gallery in the late ’70s, Barr returned to Paris with his current business partner, Tom Gardner. 

Sheldon Barr ’60, an art dealer who 

specializes in Venetian glass, believes that 

in the 19th century, with more control over 

the art and the temperature in the 

furnaces, Venetians perfected their glass. 
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“Sheldon is extremely intelligent with an extraordinary memory,” says Gardner. “He continually reinvents himself.” 

The two bought new merchandise and opened a gallery in Paris specializing in 19th- and 20th-century European and 

American furniture, ceramics and art glass. 

In 1980, Barr returned to the United States, exhibiting in prestigious antique shows across the country until 1987. He 

then returned to New York with Gardner, opening a gallery in Place des Antiquaires on East 57th Street specializing 

in Art Nouveau/Art Deco furniture and Louis Comfort Tiffany lamps. In 1990, Barr opened a second gallery, 

specializing in 19th- and early 20th-century French and Italian furniture, sculpture and paintings, in the same venue. 

Near the end of his tenure at Place des Antiquaries in 1992, Barr became aware of Venetian glass. The Gardner & 

Barr Venetian Glass Gallery opened in 1992. 

“I began to realize Venetian glass of the 19th century was not only sold and exhibited at the Great Exhibitions, but 

had won many gold medals,” Barr says. “I had long ago decided that if I was lucky enough to find something new 

again, I was going to write the first book on it.” 

Barr published Venetian Glass: Confections in Glass 1855-1914 in 1998, then 

Venetian Glass Mosaics: 1860-1917in 2008. He is now seeking a publisher 

for his third book, an expanded version of the first. 

When asked about a memorable experience at the College, Barr recalls a 

course on Asian art he audited at Barnard taught by Professor Jane Gaston 

Mahler. “The course made me optimistic. It made me feel that, given the 

right breaks, there’s nothing I can’t accomplish. It gave me the courage to go 

on and be myself,” he says. 

Born in Washington, D.C., and raised in New York City, Barr initially chose 
tfarr s latest dook. 

the College because of his financial situation. If, in the beginning, it was 

fiscally responsible for Barr to attend the College, in the end, he says, “Columbia made me who I am. The city was 

our classroom, as well as the College. That’s why I think I really made the right choice, and I met a fantastic group of 

people,” he says. Barr’s best friend at Columbia, Dr. Dick Nottingham ’60, recently passed away, and he remains in 

contact with Dr. Paul Brief ’60. 

Now, at 71, Barr has no intention of slowing down. He is guest curator for “Ecclesiastical Tiffany,” an exhibition 

opening October 1, 2010, and lasting until January 30, 2011, at New York’s Museum of Biblical Art. He also plans to 

keep adding to his personal collection and to continue placing artifacts in museums — a few years ago he gave some 

Venetian glass pieces to the British Museum in London. Ultimately, says Barr, “I think I’ve done my job.” 

Gordon Chenoweth Sauer ii Arts 
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The Adventures of Ari Gold ’92 
By Kim Martineau ’97J Before he learned to play ukulele or drums, Ari Gold ’92 was 

flailing his arms to the beat of his favorite tunes. That childhood 

pastime, which he calls “air drumming,” drives the plot of his first 

feature-length film, Adventures of Power, which aired at the Sundance Film 

Festival last spring. 

An unlikely comedy, Adventures of Power tells the story of a small-town 

misfit (played by Gold) who, in his quest to become a champion air 

drummer, falls in love and helps striking mine workers in New Mexico stand 

up to management. The movie has won several Indie awards but lacks a 

distributor. 

“For now I’m surviving on fan mail,” Gold says with a shrug at a coffee shop 

in the East Village. 

It’s the first professional disappointment for a 37-year-old director with a student Academy Award and three other 

Sundance-certified movies to his name. But Gold seems to be taking the setback in stride. Someone must have liked 

Power, he points out. Why else do air drumming videos keep cropping up on YouTube? 

Gold grew up in San Francisco in the 1980s, too late for the hippies on Haight-Ashbury, too early for the 

20-something dot.com millionaires. A child of divorced parents, Gold lived with his mother. When she remarried, he 

and his brother and sister acquired two more siblings, a situation he describes as “Brady Bunch without the laugh 

track.” 

Gold spent one year at Stanford before transferring to Columbia, where he fell in with a creative crowd that 

appreciated his curiosity and sense of humor. Not everyone who realizes they picked the wrong school does 

something about it, noted longtime friend Andrew Vladeck ’92, a musician. 

“It’s emblematic of Ari’s nature, that he can’t sit still,” says Vladeck. “It’s no accident that he pulled up stakes to find 

the right place for himself.” 

Right place it was. Gold took a writing class with novelist Mary Gordon, joined the improvisation group Six Milks and 

with friends pulled off a daring late-night stunt: scaling St. John the Divine, then covered in scaffolding. He harbors 

Still waiting for a distributor for his film, 

Ari Gold ’92 has been touring with his 

band, The Honey Brothers. 
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Carmen Yuen ’05 Redesigns Food, Fashion Carmen Yuen ’os’s interest in fashion is hereditary. Yuen, who is 

professionally known as La Carmina, comes from a long line of 

Hong Kong clothing-makers, and though her family immigrated to 

Canada before she was born, she remembers growing up with an awareness 

of the artistry that goes into creating a wardrobe. The idea that this designer’s 

love of fashion is rooted in tradition might seem strange to some of her fans, 

since “traditional” is not a word that most people would apply to the bold 

colors and Victorian cuts that make up Yuen’s clothing line. 

Yuen’s Web site and blog, www.lacarmina.com, describes her clothing as 

“seasonless outerwear for modern Marie Antoinettes.” The designer explains 

that her style represents an eclectic mix of Victorian, Rococo and Tokyo 

street fashions. Yuen’s line also is geared toward consumers with an interest 

in “Gothic Lolita,” a fashion movement based around youthful clothing with a 

dark, punk edge — developed in Japan during the 1970 s — that is now 

increasingly popular in the United States. 

Carmen Yuen ’05, at home in Canada with 

her Scottish Fold, Basil Farrow. The 

author/designer divides her time among 

Vancouver, Tokyo and New York. 
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“I’ve always been a person who identifies strongly with subcultures,” says Yuen. “I think that, when they hear the 

word ‘fashion,’ a lot of people just imagine Chanel going down the runway, but there are so many other possibilities. 

My work helps expose people to some of those alternative styles.” 

Yuen’s ambitions go beyond creating a niche for herself in the fashion industry. In addition to her role as a designer, 

she is a published author, illustrator and photographer. Her first release, The Cosmos in a Carrot: A Zen Guide to 

Eating Well, was published by Parallax Press in October 2006, while the author was a student at Yale Law. The book 

fuses nutritional information and health advice with Buddhist notions of balance and moderation. 

Building on the success of that initial work, Yuen has signed contracts to write two new books about food and culinary 

culture. Crazy, Wacky Theme Restaurants is an exploration of Tokyo’s most outrageous eating experiences, from 

dining rooms that look like dungeons to waiters dressed as ninjas and monsters. The book is scheduled to be released 

by Mark Batty Publisher this July. 

Yuen’s latest project is titled Cute Yummy Time and will be published by Perigree/Penguin Group USA in November. 

This third book will give readers ideas for creating artistic images out of common foods. The trend of “cooking cute” 

already is popular in Japan, and Yuen has striven to make the technique more accessible to American readers by 



one grudge against his alma mater, however. As a transfer student, he was not allowed to study abroad, dashing his 

plans for Paris. 

At Columbia, Gold dreamed of becoming a writer like his father, Herbert Gold ’46, ’49 GSAS, a novelist known for 

chronicling suburbia. Not long after college, however, the younger Gold changed his mind. “I just knew I liked telling 

stories and didn’t want to be stuck alone typing all the time,” he says. He enrolled in film school at NYU. There, he 

made an Oscar-winning short about his mother’s death, Helicopter, which includes a late-night shot of Butler 

Library. 

In Power, Gold’s character finds a creative outlet playing air drums during talent night at his aunt’s bar. The 

supporting cast features some notable names: Adrian Grenier and Jane Lynch, who star in the TV series Entourage 

and The L Word, respectively, as well as comedy legend Michael McKean, lead singer in the parody band Spinal Tap. 

In the spirit of low-budget productions, Gold’s family is involved. His twin brother, Ethan, wrote the songs and 

classical score for Adventures of Power. His father plays a blind air drummer, a step up from his previous role as a 

motorist in his son’s earlier movie, Frog Crossing, a comedy about an environmentalist trying to rescue frogs on a 

lonely highway. 

With Power in limbo, Gold has turned to other projects. Earlier this year, he and his band, The Honey Brothers, 

toured the East Coast. The band formed eight years ago, after Vladeck taught Gold to play the ukulele one day in 

Tompkins Square Park. It was Gold who pushed to form the band, possibly because of the escape it provides from the 

tedium of filmmaking. “He had a taste of something so immediate, so joyful, so light,” Vladeck says. 

Gold’s next film is set in Belgrade in the late ’90s, a period of Serbian nationalism and NATO bombings. “It’s about 

normal people trying to sort out their love lives while politics hangs over their heads,” Gold says. 

Click here to see a trailer for Ari's film Adventures of Power: 

Ari Gold ’92 Film Trailer 

Kim Martineau ’97J is a science writer for Columbia's Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory. 



creating aesthetically appealing dishes that appeal to Western palettes; examples of the author’s ingenuity include 

boiled eggs crafted to look like hatching chicks and cheese balls fashioned into edible blowfish. In addition to creating 

novel recipes, Yuen photographs and illustrates all of her work. 

When asked about the diversity of the projects she has undertaken, Yuen attributes much of her success to the 

availability of digital cameras and online media outlets, which she believes have made it possible for ordinary 

individuals to enter fields that once required financial clout and professional connections. “New technologies have 

really democratized the whole artistic process,” Yuen says. “Before I started out, I wouldn’t have imagined that I’d be 

able to do what I’ve done without expensive equipment, special lighting and an army of assistants.” 

Yuen, who graduated from the College in three years with a major in political science, was exposed to a broad range 

of experimental fashions while in New York, and that has since informed her own work. It was while interning for a 

film producer in the city during her final year at the College that Yuen got the idea to become an author; her boss 

asked her to write a manuscript proposal for a book he wanted to get published, and Yuen decided to try her hand at 

writing one of her own. 

Asked about her favorite Columbia courses, Yuen describes Asian Humanities classes with the John Mitchell Mason 

Professor Emeritus, Provost Emeritus and Special Service Professor in East Asian Language and Culture Wm. 

Theodore de Bary ’41. “He really made Asian culture come to life,” she recalls, adding that De Bary’s perspective on 

Japanese customs has influenced the way she thinks about Tokyo’s foods and fashions. 

Yuen describes her decision to apply to Columbia as something of a fluke; a Vancouver native, she knew little about 

American schools during her college application process, but a short visit to Morningside Heights left her feeling 

enthusiastic about Columbia. “When I saw the campus, I just thought, ‘This is the place for me.’ I didn’t get that same 

feeling from any other school,” Yuen says. 

After leaving Columbia, she studied entertainment law at Yale, earning her degree in 2008. The experience of law 

school, however, made Yuen rethink her desire to become a lawyer. Instead, spurred by the success of her first book 

and her already-popular blog, she decided to channel her legal savvy into other professional endeavors. 

Yuen shows little surprise as she reflects on her journey from Columbia to Yale to book publishing and the fashion 

industry. “I like to give things a go,” she explains. “Some things work out that you never expected.” 

Grace Laidlaw ’11 




