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Maurice Chevalier in conversation with Arnold Michaelis. 

A Xerox Recorded Portrait 

“In a song, as in a story, there are always 

the three acts that you get in a play, with 
at least one character who has his own in- 

dividual personality; that was what Mau- 
rice Chevalier realized and instinctively 

felt. He is not a singer nor a person who 
recites, not a whimsical entertainer nor an 

actor. He is a man who creates characters’. 

So wrote Marcel Pagnol of the French 
Academy. 

In this Xerox Recorded Portrait of Mau- 

rice Chevalier, in conversation with Ar- 

nold Michaelis, Maurice himself corrobo- 

rates that statement, as he deeply ponders 

his great “love affair” with his profession. 

His world-wide reputation in the twenties 

and thirties was, in his own words, that of 

“...agreat lover—a kind of French hero”. 

Yet his character, intelligence and practi- 

cality, while willing to acknowledge the 
reputation, nevertheless were in rebellion 
to it. He knew the frailty of reputation; 
therefore the frailty of a public which 

would adulate and then destroy. 

In this Xerox Recorded Portrait, Maurice 
confesses his intellectual inferiority, and 
further says ‘‘... for a long time my repu- 
tation was almost not to be intelligent; 
only, they said, ‘you can’t help liking 
him’”’. The reason “they” couldn’t help 
liking him was his character and talent. 
Yet the Hollywood of the thirties offended 
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his character and shackled his talent in its 
exploitation for profits. He left it abruptly 
—not to return for the next twenty years. 
And those years were filled with a pano- 
rama of human emotion, despair and tri- 
umph unequalled by a public personality 

in our time. 

His recounting of those events in this con- 

versation is utterly revealing in its candor, 

appealing in its simplicity, and marked by 

a lack of self-consciousness possible only 

within the ambiance of a mutual identifi- 

cation between two people. The frothi- 

ness of his songs, the rakishness of the straw 

hat, and the peculiarly French protuber- 

ance of the lower lip are really only frost- 
ing on the cake. Maurice Chevalier was a 

good deal more than that. 

One of his friends put it succinctly. “Mau- 

rice will probably never wear the trap- 

pings of a clown, but he understands the 

inner secret of all clowning, which is the 

pathos of a great dreamer facing the world 
of very brutal realities”. Maurice not only 
faced these realities. He triumphed over 
them with character, talent and a heart 

quite larger than himself. 

As Executive Editor and Producer of this 

series of Xerox Recorded Portraits, Ar- 

nold Michaelis continues to capture for 

today and preserve for posterity, the ideas, 
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the character, the insight and wisdom of 

the great men and women of our time. 

Author, lecturer, film and television pro- 

ducer and commentator, Michaelis pro- 

duced “Adlai Stevenson Reports” on 

ABC-TV, in which Ambassador Steven- 

son and Michaelis, frequently with a lead- 

er from another nation, talked informally 
about international affairs. It won televi- 

sion’s highest prize, the Peabody Award, 

for “outstanding contribution to interna- 
tional understanding”. Michaelis later 
filmed conversations with heads of gov- 
ernment in their own residences for Na- 

tional Educational Television, and re- 

cently completed a series of films on dif- 

ferent aspects of life in the Soviet Union. 

In addition to this Xerox Recorded Por- 

trait of Maurice Chevalier — others cur- 

rently available include Eleanor Roose- 

velt, Oscar Hammerstein II and Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

A Xerox Recorded Portrait of an out- 

standing person in conversation with Ar- 

nold Michaelis has become a treasured ad- 

dition to one’s recorded library. For in- 
formation about current and future re- 

corded portraits, write to: Xerox Corpo- 

ration, 300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, 

Michigan 48106. 

©1972 





Maurice Chevalier 
in conversation with 
Arnold Michaelis. 

A Xerox Recorded Portrait ¢rx 

co. 6 @ 33% 


