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ENGLISN FOLK and FAIRY TALES 
ABOUT THE STORIES 

All of the stories on this recording were taken from two books: English Folk and 
Fairy Tales and More English Folk and Fairy Tales. They are only two of the 
wonderful collections made by Joseph Jacobs. | 

TOM TIT TOT 

Whether | tell this story or listen to it, it strikes me 
as fresh and funny each time. Perhaps you know 
the impet under the name of Rumpelstiltskin, which 
is the way the Grimm Brothers recorded it in their 
version of the story. This is the way it was told in 
England, in old Suffolk: 

‘“‘Nimmy nimmy not : 
Your name’s Tom Tit Tot!’’ 

CAP O’ RUSHES 

What would you say if your father asked you how much you loved him? Cap o’ 
Rushes had an unusual answer, but only through cleverness and patience did 
she prove to her father that she loved him best of all. 
Although this story is very old, we do not know if it gave Shakespeare the 
inspiration for his play, King Lear, which begins in much the same way. 

JACK HANNAFORD 

Jack Hannaford “was an old soldier who had been long in the wars—so long 
that he did not know where to go to find a living. . . . So he walked up moors, 
down glens, till at last he came to a farm, from which the good man had gone 
away to market. The wife of the farmer was a very foolish woman, who had 
been a widow when he married her; the farmer was foolish enough, too, and it 

is hard to say which of the two was more foolish. When you’ve heard my tale 
you may decide.” 

MR. MIACCA 

The lady who told this story to Mr. Jacobs, more 
than a hundred years ago, said that Mr. Miacca 
was known to reward good boys as well as to 
punish the bad. She remembered one occasion 
when she had nearly caught sight of him, but she 
didn’t say if she had been bad or good! 
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THE OLD WITCH 

Here is an old tale which has many tellers: Two sisters go out into the world to 
seek their fortunes. One takes time for kindness, and she is rewarded; but the 
other—well, you shall hear about her. 

MOLLY WHUPPIE 

Molly was a clever girl and when the giant said: 

‘Woe worth ye, Molly Whuppie! Never ye come 
again!”’ 

‘Twice yet, carle,’’ quoth she, ‘‘I’ll come to Spain!”’ 

For she wanted to win the king’s eldest son for her 
eldest sister, the king’s second son for her second 
sister and the king’s youngest son for herself. 

MASTER OF ALL MASTERS 

Listen closely, to hear what befell a man who insisted on having his own names 
for things. 

Liner Notes by Anne Pellowski 

ABOUT THE STORYTELLER 

Anne Pellowski was a Storytelling and Group-work Specialist at The New York 
Public Library. Her work took her to many branches of the library, and to the 
parks in the summer, telling stories in the traditional manner. In addition she 
was a frequent guest on the Library’s television programs and did extensive 
reviewing of recordings and books for children. 

She received her Bachelors Degree from the College of Saint Teresa. A Fulbright 
Scholarship then took her to the University of Munich. After her return to the 
States she joined the staff of the New York Public Library and finished work for 
her Masters Degree in Library Science at Columbia University. Later she inter- 
rupted her work at the Library to return to Munich for two year’s research on a 
world bibliography of children’s literature. At present she is teaching a course in 
Storytelling and Group Work techniques at the University of Maryland Graduate 
Library School. : 
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