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FOREWORD 

This third volume of “I Can Hear It 
Now” is an effort to produce honest 
echoes of the last glorious fling of a still 

adolescent America. It opens in 1919 
with Woodrow Wilson’s fight for the 
the League of Nations and wanders 
through that fabulous era known as the 
age of wonderful nonsense when America 
was a glamorous, reckless, irresponsible 
youngster. The candle burned brightly 
at both ends, and if tomorrow ever came, 
it was bound to be better and brighter. 
It was the era of bathtub gin and Mah 
Jongg, of Jimmy Walker and Will 
Rogers, the Scopes Trial and Emil Coué, 
flappers and flop houses, a time when the 
law tried Sacco and Vanzetti and Al 
Capone tried the law. Everyone tried to 
beat the market. Lindbergh flew the 
ocean... Warren G. Harding sought 
protection from his friends . . . Coolidge 
was cool... a gadget called radio began 

_ to make itself felt as well as heard... a 
couple of youngsters named Crosby and 
Vallee were being talked about .. . 
Mencken, Fitzgerald, Sinclair Lewis, 
Hemingway were being read. Our nos- 
talgic echoes run through boom and bust, 
and end with the great depression and the 
beginning of Franklin Roosevelt’s fight 
against fear. 

This volume does not pretend to be 
spoken history, although we have not 
knowingly done violence to truth. It is 
designed rather to remind you of some 
of the things that happened to us during 
that frenzied period when most of us 
thought that victory in one World War 
had achieved a world that wouldn’t 
bother us. In making the first two vol- 
umes of “I Can Hear It Now” we were 
able to present the actual voices and the 
recorded sounds of events. Where we 

_ have been able to do this in the third 
volume, we have done so. But during the 
era we are treating, radio was in its 
infancy and so were the talkies. Record- 
ings of individuals and events are either 
non-existent or of poor quality. We stud- 
ied these recorded voices with great care. 
Then we auditioned literally hundreds 
of individuals, professional actors and 
non-professional, until we found the one 
whose voice and manner of speaking best 
matched those of the character we 
wanted portrayed. As often as not we 
chose non-professionals, with the result 
that among the anonymous actors who 
share this volume with actual recorded 
voices are a Wall Street broker, a hotel 
room clerk, a radio executive, a bowling 

alley proprietor, a Congressman, and a 
Columbia University professor. We are 
acutely aware of the dangers involved in 
thus mixing actors and actual recordings, 
but there was no other way to do it. In 
no instance have we tampered with text 
or testimony; it is all here as spoken. The 
task of editing the material was formid- 
able. We approached it with humility. It 
was our purpose during nearly a year of 
research and listening to combine fairly 
well-trained ears and a certain knowledge 
of history in such fashion as to recall to 
you, with the least possible distortion of 
voices or content, what happened to us 
during that era in our history when 
America began to come of age. 

Edward R. Murrow 

Fred W. Friendly 

J. G. Gude 

Our grateful acknowledgment in the 
preparation of this volume to: 

ARTHUR BUCKNER, a skilled and 
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ROBERT VINCENT, who has one 
of the finest historical record collections 
in the world and who supplied us with 
much material. 

WILL ROGERS, JR., who provided 
us with the recordings by his famous 
father. 

DOROTHY GREENE FRIENDLY, 
who in this album, as in its two prede- 
cessors, assisted in every phase of every 
operation. 
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