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Help Wanted in the Mission 
Businesses face staffing crisis as non-tech workers leave the city 

By Joe Donohoe One of the problems with the new 

economy in the Mission District is 

trying to find people to work ser¬ 

vice industry jobs. A complex of issues, 

the most often mentioned being lack of 

affordable housing, has been keeping tra¬ 

ditional retail and restaurant jobs under¬ 

staffed. This has frustrated not only people 

who find they can no longer can afford to 

live in San Francisco, without working 

long hours at a high tech company, but 

employers and business owners as well. 

A walk down Valencia or Mission 

Street will reveal a couple dozen “help 

wanted” signs in storefronts, some of 

which have been posted for months. 

Paul Olszewski, owner and manager 

of Valencia Cycles, cited competition in 

wages and lack of living space as factors 

that have been making it more difficult for 

him to find reliable employees. Valencia 

Cycles has been around for over 15 years, 

focusing on being a “family” store, offer¬ 

ing inexpensive bicycles and bike repair to 

middle-income bike enthusiasts from two 

locations. 

Olszewski noted that in previous . 

years there was always a pool of trained 

bike mechanics that would come to San 

Francisco from the East Coast to help out 

during the busy months. In the past two 

years that has no longer been true, as word 

is out about the City’s affordable housing 

crisis. “Bike shops are traditionally not 

high paying jobs. People work on bikes 

more for love than money but you need a 

lot of money to live in San Francisco 

now,” Olszewski said. “Survival in the city 

is a huge factor.” 

The pressure to raise his employee’s 

wages, which has subsequently threatened 

a price hike for merchandise and services, 

has been growing for two years. In 1998 

Olszewski could afford to pay a sales per¬ 

son $6 an hour plus a commission of one 

percent Now he has to shell out $8 per 

hour and a double commission, and often 

must settle for hiring people not as knowl¬ 

edgeable or experienced while having to 

pay them more. Olszewski is grateful that 

he bought the building housing his busi¬ 

ness when the land value was still relative¬ 

ly cheap. One employee was only able to 

work for him because Olszewski had a 

room to let upstairs. 

Cheaper to buy than Rent 
Peggy Ingalls, a store manager for Dharma 

Clothing and Accessories on 20th and 

Valencia says she has been having staffing 

problems for the past two years. While it is 

currently easy to get a job in San Francisco 

it is not easy to get housing. It took her 

four weeks to find someone to work as a 

retail clerk who was experienced, capable 

and wouldn’t have to leave in several 

weeks because they didn’t have a place to 

live. One employee, who was working 

full-time, had to quit solely because they 

couldn’t find a home. “It’s almost cheaper 

to buy a house than to rent,” Ingalls 

argued. 

Karla Avitabile, an assistant manager 

at Ti Couz on 16th and Valencia, says that 

the turn-over at the crepe-serving estab¬ 

lishment has doubled in the last two years. 

Fourteen employees left during the sum¬ 

mer While high turnover has always been 

a factor in the restaurant industry, it has 

only recently been so high. “We just lost 

John and Wally to the East Bay, where 

they’ve decided working here is not worth 

the commute, not for $5.75 an hour plus 

tips.” Many English-speaking employees 

have left Ti Couz for higher wages in the 

dotcom industry. And while the predomi¬ 

nantly Spanish-speaking kitchen staff is “a 

really good crew” and likely to stay, many 

return home to Mexico and Guatemala for 

Christmas, staying sometimes for a few 

months. “In the old days we just couldn’t 

give people Christmas off but now they 

just quit knowing it’s not hard to find work 

here again or somew here else,” which cre¬ 

ates a difficult situation for 11 Couz during 

the winter months. 

Opinion by Dennis Antenore 

My firing from the Planning 

Commission has unleashed a 

torrent of support for me from 

throughout the neighborhoods of San 

Francisco which has touched me deeply. 

I’m very proud of my tenure, and gratified 

by the reaction of the public. But, I must 

emphasize that the importance of this 

whole matter is that I lost my job because 

of a fundamental difference with the 

Mayor over public planning policy. 

We neighborhood residents who 

wrote Proposition M in 1986 realized that 

the amount and pace of commercial office 

development directly affected the “quality 

of life” of our neighborhoods. 

Environmental documents revealed that 

for every one million square feet of com¬ 

mercial office development 3,600 new 

workers would be employed requiring 

1,400 new homes in San Francisco and 

adding 918 new cars on the streets. Such 

Bill Stone, manager and owner of the 

popular Atlas Cafe on 20th Street, says 

that he’s been “struggling to find workers 

and having a real hard time keeping people 

and finding new ones.” At one point Stone 

was pay ing employees $4 - $5 an hour but 

now he’s been asked for between $11 • 

$14. While he currently employs 24 work¬ 

ers he has gone through 48 in one year. 

Stone indicated that there were two prob¬ 

lems he was facing: finding people who 

wanted to work in a caft, and finding peo¬ 

ple who actually have experience. 

Continued on Page 11 

massive demands would be harshly felt in 

every neighborhood. 

Proposition M required that a balance 

be struck between office growth and 

neighborhood protectioa It had two parts. 

First, an annual limit on new commercial 

office development roughly equal to the 

ability of the City to add housing and 

transportation capacity for the new work¬ 

force. Second, a series of priority planning 

policies to protect the neighborhoods. It 

was assumed that the Planning 

Department and Commission would heed 

these legal requirements. 

It has become increasingly clear to 

even a casual observer that the current 

administration and planning bureaucracy 

have lost sight of the obligation to strike 

that balance. There are currently over 

7,300,000 square feet of new office either 

under construction or fully approved, the 

equivalent of over 9 Transamerica 

Buildings. Overheated office develop- 

Continued on Page 11 

Vote No on K and Yes on L 
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OPEN* 

Rainbow Grocery 
A worker-owned 

Cooperative 

w Street between 14th Street £ Pivision in San Francisco 
415.865.06Z0 www.raiwbowgroccry.org Mon-Sat: 9aW-9pW 

Sunday: 10aw'9pw 

1% | !• (% 

Events Calendar 
Wednesday October 11th @ 6:00pm: 

Ronnie Cummins, 
author of 'Genetically Engineered Food, 

A Self-Defense Guide for Consumers'. 
Thursday October 12th @ 6:00pm: 

'Jump-start your Health with Homeopathy', 
presented by Robert Scott Bell. 

Tuesday October 17th @7:00pm-8:30pm: 
Paul Kangas presents; 

'How to stop cancer & the top 69 diseases now, 

Vengan en el fin de semana 
de Halloween para visitar 
nuestra casa de espantos. 

jGolosinas para todos los nifios! 

Come to Rainbow 

to boy yoor 

healthy treats, 

candies £- 

organic pumpkins. 
Vengan a Rainbow a comprar 

sus golosinas saludables, dulces 

Come in on Halloween weekend 

to visit our Haunted House. 

Treats for all the children! 
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To the 
Egress 
First Person 

My name is Ricardo Cartagena I 

have lived in my studio apart¬ 

ment at 21st and Valencia for 

three years, in the same building where my 

mother and family have lived, ever since 

they arrived from El Salvador 15 years 
ago. 

They left El Salvador to escape the 

war and harassment by the police. When 

they left, I was still in prison for being 

associated with the FMLN, a revolutionary 

party. When I was 18, my entire family 

was arrested and threatened until I turned 

myself in. They were freed but I stayed in 

jail for ten years, after I was forced to sign 

an accusation. I finally got out when the 

war came to an end and my family had 

saved enough money for legal support to 
help me. 

My mother and four brothers came to 

the United States so they could be free. 

After being released, I had to save my own 

life, as the police in Salvador tried to kill 

me for having been a political prisoner. I 

moved to the United States where it is 

more free and tranquil, and where I can 

express my ideas as an artist and show that 
I’m not afraid. 

In December of last year, the person I 

was living with moved out. Although I 

had lived there for three years, I was not on 

the lease. Even with help from the 

Eviction Defense Collaborative and a let¬ 

ter asking to put me on the lease, the owner 

asked me to move out or pay higher rent, 
from $550 to $750. 

At that time I was hurt from an acci¬ 

dent and couldn’t work. I asked the owner 

for some time until my shoulder got better 

and I could go back to my job as a taper. 

She didn’t care about my job or injury, 

but—against her wishes—I stayed in the 

apartment. Eventually I got notices and 
she took me to court. 

The experience in court was confus¬ 
ing. I couldn’t understand what her lawyer 
was saying, and responded to questions by 
saying “yes.” Hiring my own lawyer was 
too expensive. I asked the court for a 
translator, but they said they didn’t have 
anybody, and I couldn’t find anyone. 

I am in the process of getting political 
asylum and the owner’s lawyer knew that 
I’m illegal. As soon as they said the police 
would come to move me out, I was scared 
and gave up. They gave me $500 and one 
month to find a place. All they wanted 
was more money, and they didn’t care 
about me. 

Now that this has happened to me, my' 
family is scared. The owner warned my ‘ 
mother not to have too many people in the . 
apartment and was concerned that I might 
move in with'her. I have four other broth¬ 
ers and my mother is worried that she 
might get kicked out if people keep visit¬ 
ing. ■s 

Since I knew my family couldn’t sup¬ 
port me, I had to find another place to live. 
Everywhere I went to look I heard a lot of 
“maybe’s.” Everyone wanted to know 
where I worked and how many credit cards 

I had. I am an artist and support my art by 

doing house restoration. When people 

heard I didn’t work in an office or with 

computers, they just said “maybe ” 

I also don’t speak English well and I 

could tell they didn’t like that, especially 

when I went with my brother A white 

friend of mine started to help, and as soon 

as I went looking with her things changed 

I got more respect. Eventually we found 

the place I am living in now. 

This place is just temporary. It does¬ 

n’t have any windows and feels like 

prison. I don’t feel freedom and it isn’t 

easy to find inspiration. I became 

depressed, and the suffering I feel now has 

changed my mind to focus on social prob¬ 

lems, and changed my art style to focus on 

community. 

I will continue to look for a place to 

live in the Mission and work to support my 

art. If anyone else gets evicted, look for 

support from the Eviction Defense 

Collaborative; they have solutions. Be 

sure to get English support in court, and it 

won’t be so intimidating. If you want to 

contact me about this story, I Gan be 
reached at cachi37@hotmail.com. 

Portrayed through a series of paintings, 

Ricardo Cartangena s eviction story is on 

display at ArtBeat Gallery - 3266 21st Ricardo Cartagena Photo by Gary Stenger 
Street between Valencia and Mission. 

CABLE CAR PIZZA 
OPEN DAILY 

11AM ni SAM 

j 2 MEDIUM 
PIZZAS 

I 1 TOPPING EACH 

i it C95 

i $15 
• OajVERYORPIOMJPONlV 

.CHICKEN RISOTTO 
! DICED CHICKEN WITH 
j NIUSHtOOA, CARROTS, 
! ONION AND HEtBS IN KICE 

$6 

95 
DfcuvKY or pick-up onr 

535 Valencia 431-8880 
@ 16th Street Fax: 431-9018 

Lunch Deliveries • Office Parties 
"We Cater to Downtown Businesses" 

HOUSE SPECIAL PIZZAS 
t. CABLE CAR (COMBO) 

tdl Hff* Dm 
2. DOLORES PARK (VEG) 
UmUmm, Omam. F—k Tmmm* UtdOUmCadt 

3. FISHERMAN'S WHARF (SEAFOOD) 
WTimf. dam. Gad* 

4. NOB HILL (CHICKEN) 
CVin. Sam Daiad Tam am a. CM— 

5. MISSION BELL (MEXICAN) 
GaaaaaJBaaf OiiiM. Fard Timm. Uadi Oban JaUfdkm 

6. PACIFIC HEIGHTS (ALL MEAT) 
Ham. Caaaadam Aataa. Samm 

7. SAN FRANCISCO 
Arabbala Hamm, frmi Tam man. Carte. Sarny, 

8. HAWAIIAN SPECIAL 

9. ATHENS BY NIGHT (GREEK) 
S/lamb. Fata Oaama. BtaH Ob**. Ftma, Saab 

10. VALENCIA SPECIAL 
Gmbt, Had Ota*. Zatn 

PIZZAS 
PLAIN CHEESE 
1 TOPPING 
2 TOPPINGS 
3 TOPPINGS 
EACH ADDITIONAL TOPPtNG 

TOPPINGS 
Salami • Pepperoni • Samage • Ground Beef • Ham > Canadian Bacon 

Olive*. Garlic 'Zucchini'Freeh Spinach • Fresh Tomato .On ion • P*«o 

Baby Clams* Chicken-Anchovies*Shrimp.Feta Cheese-Bell Peppers 

Mushroom.Roasted Red Bell Peppers .Jalapefto* Pineapple'Artichoke 

SMALL MEMJM LAME 

11.95 15.75 18.75 

12JO 15-20 19-25 

11 J) 13.65 1585 

11.75 15.75 17J5 

13.45 18.75 18.65 

13.50 16.15 19.95 

10.85 1345 17.10 

9.95 12.90 14.10 

12.10 14.75 17.10 

1145 13.85 15.85 

7-95 9.95 12.05 
8.75 11.15 13J5 
9.85 12J5 14.80 

10.55 13.55 16.25 
.70 1.00 1.40 

PASTA SPAGHETTI BOLOGNESE 7.75 
CHEESE RAVIOLI MS 
RAVIOLI MEATSAUCE 8.95 
ANGEL-HAIR POMORODE 745 
FETTUCQNl ALFREDO 8.75 
FETTUCON1 PESTO 8.75 
FRUTTl Dt MARE 1045 
CHICKEN FETTUCONl 945 
LASAGNA BOLOGNESE 8J5 
VEGETARIAN LASAGNA 8.75 
UNGUTNI CLAMS 9.95 
STUFFED MANICOTTI 845 
TOKTELUNI FLORENTINI 945 

ENTREES RED SNAPPER 943 
GRILLED SALMON 10.25 
PRAWNS SAUTE 11.25 
FRIED PRAWNS 945 
CHICKEN MARSALA 9.75 
CHICKEN PARM1G1ANA 9.95 
CHICKEN PICATA 10.95 
MARINATED GRILLED CHICKEN 8.25 
CHICKEN SCALOPPTNI 10.95 
PEPPERCORN STEAK 12.50 
NEW YORK STEAK 11.95 

APPETIZERS MOZZARELLA STICKS 
BUFFALO WINGS 

4.SO 
4.85 

FRIED CALAMAR1 &2S 
GARLIC BREAD 2.25 

SALADS CAESAR SALAD 5.95 
HOUSE SALAD 3.75 
GRILLED CHICKEN CAESAR SALAD 6.75 
SHRIMP SALAD 6-25 

RISOTTO CHICKEN RISOTTO uo 
RISOTTO Dt FRESCO 7.50 
Fmk itptdki m 4 primmm mm mi fin 

RISOTTO DECARNE 8J0 
Stmk jmjm mid madmmm, mm &kmk m rim 

SEAFOOD RISOTTO 845 
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The 16th St./North Mission Neighborhood Association’s 

2000 OCTOBER CELEBRATION 

Saturday, October 7, 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

TOWN HALL MEETING AND BARBEQUE 

Centro del Pueblo Auditorium, 474 Valencia 

Tuesday, October 31, 
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

KID’S HALLOWEEN TRICK OR TREAT 

16th St. & Valencia St. Merchants 

Back by popular demand, there wilt be an 

update of activities since the June Town Hall 
meeting and a special presentation from the 

groups at Centro del Pueblo. Following the 

Town Hall, we will go next door to Plaza del 

Sol for a barbeque lunch. 

Sunday, October 15, 
10:00 AM - Noon 

HISTORY WALK OF THE NORTH MISSION 

Meet atTI Couz, 3108 16th St. (Near Valencial 

at 9:30 AM for coffee. 

Led by Professor Max Kirkeberg of SFSU. Join 

us for this walk through the North Mission’s 

past. We will visit the original site of Mission 

Dolores, Woodward's Gardens, Tiv Hall and 

more. 

Sunday, October 15, 
2:00 PM 

MISSION MATINEE - TARDEADAS 

ODC Theater, 3153 17th St. (at Shotwell) 

Join local ballet folklorico for a festive after¬ 

noon of Mexican music and dance featuring 

several Latin dance companies. 

S10 adults, $5 children and seniors. 

Tuesday, October 24, 
8:00 PM 

EXCAVATING THE LIGHTS 

Intersection for the Arts, 446 Valencia 

A discussion of work that comments upon the 

changing economic face of a city and illumi¬ 

nates the rich, diverse, and often forgotten 

histones of San Francisco’s neighborhoods. 

S5 suggested donation. 

Info: Intersection @ 626-2787. 

Look for merchants with paper pumpkins in 

their windows who will be handing out treats. 

(On 16th St. from Capp to Guerrero; and 

Valencia between 16th St. and 17th St. I 

Tuesday, October 31, 
7:00 PM 

KID'S HALLOWEEN PARTY 

Columbia Park Boys and Girls Club 

450 Guerrero 

Come and join the tradition, free haunted 

house for children and costume contest. 

Come and be spooked! 

October 3, 6, 12, 18, 21, 29 
and other dates 
Noon - 1:00 PM 

HISTORY TOURS 

Meet at Centro del Pueblo 

474 Valencia (between 15th St. and 16th St.) 

History tours will be given throughout the 

month by local historian Rodney Hauge on the 

topics: Ethnic Mexican, French or Norwegian, 

International, Labor and Original Mission. For 

more information call 332-5800, ext. 116 

October 31 
RAFFLE - RAFFLE - RAFFLE 
Buy tickets at all events 

S200 First Prize and loads of prizes from local 

16th St. and Valencia merchants. Only SI 

each. Call for tickets: 332-5800, ext. 116 

Sponsored by the 16th St./North Mission 

Neighborhood Association, 2940 16th St., 
*314, Tel: 332-5800, ext. 116 

m. 

CITY COLLEGE OF SAN FRANCISCO 
LAST CHANCE TO ENROLL IN FALL 2000 CREDIT COURSES 

Space is still available in many Fall 2000 credit courses starting in October. The cost is $11 per credit for all California residents. 

Classes listed below are held at the 50 Phelan Avenue Campus (corner of Ocean Avenue) and other campus locations. Apply now! 

Course Title Credits CRN Days Times Begin-End Site/Room# Course Title Credits CRN Days Times Begin-End Site/Room# 

Access Dotabose 3.0 73694 MWF 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 10/23-12/22 1860 Hoyes 234 Property Mgml. 3.0 74042 TTh 7-10 p.m. 10/24-12/21 Cloud 101 

Assertive Behavior 1.0 71933 M 6:30-9:30 p.m. 10/16-11/20 Art Ext 268 Real Estate Econ 3.0 73700 MW 6:30-9:30 p.m. 10/23-12/20 800 Mission 419 

Auto Engine Repair 5.0 74255 MTWIh 11:35 a.m.-3:05 p.m. 10/23-12/22 1400 Evans 115 Real Estate 3.0 70828 MW 6:30-9:30 p.m. 10/23-12/20 Cloud 230 

Auto Heating 3.0 74261 TTh 8-11 a.m. 10/24-12/22 1400 Evans 115 Router Technology 2.0 74185 MW 2-5 p.m. 10/23-12/20 Science 37 

Auto Suspension 4.0 74259 MTWTh 11:35 a.m.-3:05 p.m. 10/23-12/22 1400 Evans 102 Running 1.0 73846 TWThF 8-9 o.m. 10/17-12/22 North Gym Track 

Auto Tech (Intro) 3.0 74469 MW 12 noon-3 p.m. 10/23-12/22 1400 Evans 106 Solutions: Disabled 1.0 74263 Th 6:30-8:30 p.m. 10/19-12/21 Cloud 347 

Auto Tires/Batteries 3.0 74468 MTWIh 8-11 a.m. 10/23 12/22 1400 Evansl 06 Standard First Aid 0.5 73150 Sat 8 o.m.-5 p.m. 10/28 only Cloud 232 

Bosk Moth 2.0 71626 Doily 9-10 o.m. 10/12-12/4 Bungalow 603 Strategies: Disabled 1.0 73667 Th 1-3 p.m. 10/19-12/12 Cloud 102 

Business Correspond 3.0 73359 MWF 8:15-10:15 a.m. 10/23-12/22 1860 Hayes 226 Walking for fitness 1.0 73636 TWThF 11 o.m.-12noon 10/17-12/22 North Gym Track 

Business Correspond 3.0 73360 MWF 8-10 o.m. 10/23-12/22 800 Mission 819 Typing 1.0 73705 Doily 8:15-10:15 o.m. 10/20-11/20 Cloud 108 

Career Success 1.0 73843 TTh 11 o.m.-12 noon 10/24-12/19 Science 200 Typing 1.0 72265 Daily 11 a.m.-12 noon 10/23-12/22 Cloud 108 

Child Brain Develop 1.0 73935 Th 3-6 p.m. 1/2-12/14 Botmale 349 Typing 1.0 73707 MW 3-5:30 p.m. 10/23-12/20 Cloud 108 

College Orientation 1.0 70872 MW 1-2 p.m. 10/23-12/13 Art Ext 267 Typing 1.0 73880 MW 3-5:30 p.m. 10/23-12/20 Cloud 108 

Com position/Reading 3.0 74375 MW 6:30-9:30 p.m. 10/18-12/13 1800 Oakdale Typing 1.0 73881 TTh 7-9:30 p.m. 10/24-12/21 Cloud 108 

Disability Rights 1.0 73219 M 1-3 p.m. 10/23-12/18 Cloud 102 WAN/Project 2.0 74186 Sot 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 10/21-12/16 Science 37 

Disaster Prep 1.0 74167 M 6:30-9:30 p.m. 10/16-11/20 Cloud 232 Word for Win (Adv) 1.5 72377 MW 12-2 p.m. 10/23-12/20 Cloud 109 

Fire Management 1 2.0 73108 M 8:30 o.m.-4 p.m. 10/16 11/13 1400 Evans Word for Win (Adv) 1.5 73380 Sot 8:30-11:30 a.m. 10/28-12/16 1860 Hoyes 234 

Health/First Aid 1.0 70938 Sat 8 o.m.-5 p.m. 10/28-11/4 Cloud 330 Word for Win (Beg) 1.5 73382 MWF 10a.m.-12noon 10/23-11/20 800 Mission 515A 

Job Search 1.0 73965 M 1-3 p.m. 10/23-12/22 Science 113 Word Processing 3.0 73519 MWF 8:15-10:15 o.m. 10/23-12/22 1860 Hayes 222 

Job Search 1.0 74262 MW 9-10 a.m. 10/23 12/13 Art Ext 185 WoHd Wide Web 1.0 70295 MW 1-2 p.m. 10/25-12/20 Botmale 453 

Pediatric CPR 0.5 73825 Sol 8 0JD.-5 p.m. 10/21 Only Cloud 330 World Wide Web 1.0 70313 W 2-4 p.m. 10/25-12/20 Botmale 453 

Pediatric Health Ed 0.5 73828 Sot 8 o.m.-5 p.m. 10/28 Only Cloud 232 Writing w/Computer 1.0 73096 MWF 9-10 o.m. 10/11-11/29 Art Ext 265 

Powerpoint 1.0 73372 W 6-8 p.m. 10/25-12/20 1860 Hayes 222 , 

For more information call (415) 239-3285 or visit the CCSF website at www.ccsf.org 
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New Mission News Endorsements for Supervisor At a time when our community is 
threatened with massive displace¬ 
ment and cultural annihilation by 

the rampaging forces of greed, it’s vital 
that we be represented on the board of 
supervisors by individuals who have 
proven they are willing to take a stand 
against the machine, who have been there 
and done it and can be counted on to be 
doing it still when the campaign is over 
and the cameras have stop rolling. 

The majority of the current board of 
supervisors, rather than demonstrating one 
spark of imagination in resolving the 
issues of social injustice arising from the 
“new economy”, have shown themselves 
to be creatures of consummate spineless¬ 
ness, ever eager to serve the interests of 
whatever nabob will further their careers 
or fill their coffers. The Mission has suf¬ 
fered mightily as a result. 

All available land has been swallowed 
up by ill-considered and environmentally 
catastrophic projects such as Bryant 
Square and the so-called live/work loft, 
which are in reality either luxury condos or 
dot-com offices. At the same time, long¬ 
time residents are swept away in a wave of 
legal, quasi-legal and outright illegal evic¬ 
tions. Far from crafting new legislation to 
address tlus situation, the current board, 
with two notable exceptions, has shown no 

interest in seeing existing law enforced 

Despite the flawed nature of district 
elections, they do give the opportunity to 
elect two candidates who are allied with 
the ongoing direct action campaign to save 
this community from becoming an elite- 
infested monoculture. 

Supervisor Tom Ammiano 
District 9 - Mission, Bernal 
Heights. Outer Mission 

o one in public office has fought 
longer or harder for the rights of 
the disenfranchised than Tom 

Ammiano. He has walked point for the 
homeless, for renters and for low paid 
workers. He has done this in the face of 
organized hostility from the Brown admin¬ 
istration and its lackey majority on the 
board. While this majority lias been able to 
block or water-down a number of 
Ammiano’s more innovative proposals, in 
his position as board president, he has at 
least articulated the rage and frustration of 
thousands of San Franciscans who have 
been the victims rather than the beneficia¬ 
ries of the dot-com bonanza. 

He has kept his hand out of the corpo¬ 
rate cookie jar and managed to remain 
both a progressive and populist, an 
achievement few progressives and fewer 

populists can lay claim to On practical 
grounds, the Mission has picked a fight 
with Willie Brown and his development 
cronies; it makes good sense to have a 
supervisor who has picked the same fight. 
The policy differences between Ammiano 
and the other District 9 candidates arc not 
so dramatic as to justify what would 
undoubtedly be a divisive runoff election 
at a time when unity is vital. A first round 
win (51% of the vote) for Ammiano is in 
the best interests of the Mission. 

Chris Daly District 6 - North 
Mission .SOMA, Tenderloin, Hayes 
Valley. Treasue Island 

n the struggle for affordable housing, 
and social justice, Chris Daly has done 
a lot of heavy lifting. As an organizer 

for Mission Agenda, he is faced with the 
daunting and often heartbreaking task of 
organizing the tenants of residential hotels. 
He enjoys the backing of a substantial 
number of progressives and progressive 
organizations such as the San Francisco 
Tenants Union and District Attorney 
Terence Hallinan. He has been one of the 
most active member of the Mission Ami- 
Displacement Coalition, the only effective 
organization to deal with the issue. 

More importantly Daly more than any 
other candidate best exemplifies the credo 

of this publication: comforting afflicted 
and afflicting the comfortable. Last year 
when the King Hotel, a generic rat-ridden 
hell-hole, burned up, Daly and what 
seemed like the entire Mission Agenda 
were on the scene before the fire depart¬ 
ment had rolled up the hoses. They con¬ 
vinced a badly shaken group of tenants 
including some very young kids to stick 
together, to not be victims, and fight back. 
Good stuff. 

A few weeks later with the fate of the 
displaced tenants still hanging in the bal¬ 
ance. Mayor Brown took one of his flesh 
pressing tours down Valencia Street Daly 
showed up uninvited and insisted that 
Brown cross the street and at least look at 
the place w here dozens of people had lost 
there homes Brown declined, insisting he 
did not, as a matter of policy, cris-cross on 
these walks but walked a straight line. 
Enraged, Daly got in the mayor’s face 
about it or close enough to get the official 
bodyguards plenty nervous. A shouting 
match ensued with Brown eventually 
threatening to punch Daly out and then 
storming off in a policy mandated straight 
line. 

If you warn superv isor that’s going to 
stand up for people when they 're hurting 
and has the cajones to get in Willie 
Brown’s face about it, Daly ’s your man. 

fTALCKCXA 5T MUSCLE 
“SF’s World Class Neighborhood Gym” 

..---_-S_ 

626-8360 OR WWWVAliNqASTREnM0SCU.COM 
Offer expires 11/1/00 

MISSION CAMERA SHOP 
Black & White develop and print 
3"x5n or 4"x6" with or without borders 
$1263 24exp. $1625 36exfx one to two days 

B&W Film (35mm) 

develop only $2Z5 

{no prints or proof sheet) 

Check out our large selection of Black & White film, 
used cameras and lenses, assorted camera accessories, 
darkroom supplies and color photofinishing service. 

1089 Valencia at 22nd Street 641-8396 
10am to 5:30pm Monday through Friday 11am to 5pm Saturday 

Ti Couz is open till midnight 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 

serving our full bar, crepe, 

and seafood menus 

—i ci-coaz 

Ti Couz is also available for private functions 

Delectable fun guaranteed. Give us a call. 415.25CREPE 

3108 16th Street San Francisco CA 94103 

It's after 11:00pm, 

you're starving 
wouldn't you like 

a dozen Oysters and 
a French Kiss? 

Bird & Beckett 
Books & Records 
2788 Diamond St. 1/n Glen Park 

San Fraricisco 
ph: 586-3733 

M 
New & Used Books 

All Fields 

Wax & Vinyl — LPs & 78s 

Jazz, Classical, Etc. 

Tues.-Sat.: 10am to 9pm 
Sunday: 11am to 6pm 

Glen Park Bart 

J Church 

Muni *26, 52. 44, 23 

Easy Parking 
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Direct action campaign against 

displacement heats up 

Police anest a protestor who doesn’t seem to mind a bit at the Bigstep sit-in. Photo by v e miller 

Planning Commission in chaos, 
Armory project reconfigured, 
dissident fired, Bigstep raided 

Those concerned about massive dis¬ 
placement of San Francisco resi¬ 
dents, arts groups and businesses 

took some hits for their opinions in the 
month of September, as the battle for the 
city’s future heated up to near-riot temper¬ 
atures. 

One hit literally was that. On 
September 7, Jonathan Youtt, along with 
about a hundred other members of the 
Mission Anti-displacement Coalition 
(MAC), attended a Planning Commission 
hearing to speak out against the planned 
conversion of the Mission Armory into a 
265,000 sq. ft dot-com office project 

As speakers frequently do, Youtt 
exceeded his allotted time to address the 
commission by a few seconds. Instead of 
turning off Youtt's microphone or urging 
him politely to conclude - the policy' of the 
commission for decades - Commission 
President Anita Theohams immediately 
called for the bailiff. Deputy Sheriff 

Commentary 

by Victor Miller 

Fitzgerald Fields, who bodily slammed 
Youtt to the floor and held him down with 

a knee to the back. The bailiff marched 
Youtt outside the hearing room to the hall¬ 
way where a pushing and shoving match 
between a dozen bailiffs and the enraged 
MAC members took place. The bailiffs 
formed a semicircle around the meeting 
room entrance as the crowd in the hall took 
up the ciy of “Shut it dow n, shut it down!” 

The meeting went into recess for 
about and an hour, as the chanting contin¬ 
ued and more than 40 sheriff’s deputies 
and cops converged on the scene. Because 
of the confusion and adrenaline level on 
both sides it w as, as it has several times in 
the last few months, a matter of luck rather 

than design that a full-scale riot did not 
break out. 

Eventually, the commissioners agreed 
to put the Armory issue over for one week 
and schedule it as a special item to be 
heard no earlier than 5:30pm. (Daytime 
hearings w ith uncertain agenda times have 
been a long-standing complaint of activists 
who maintain this arrangement tends to 
minimize to public participation.) This 
was seen as a victory for the activists, who 
after giving the commission a tongue lash¬ 
ing in an extended public testimony ses¬ 
sion, went off to prepare for the following 
week. 

Both Supervisor Tom Ammiano and 
the San Francisco Bay Guardian 

denounced the “smackdown” and demand¬ 
ed that Theohams step down. Theoharris 
refused to do so but her inability to control 
the growing volatility of the hearings 
except by use of force sets a recipe for dis¬ 
aster. 

The following Thursday the promised 
evening session of the commission was 
canceled without notice when the Armory 
developer, Eikon Investments, abruptly 
reconfigured the project from the Taj 
Mahal of dot-com offices with 1,000- 
2,000 employees into a telecommunica¬ 
tions center with about 150 employees. 
The revised project must still go before the 
commission, but probably won’t until after 
the election. Over a hundred people 
showed up for the non-hearing, were infu¬ 
riated to find the hearing room empty and 
Theoharris at her ease in nearby Stars 
Restaurant. Nevertheless, for the first time 
direct action had derailed, for a time at 
least, a project given Mayor Brown’s 
blessing and the activists seemed to have 
the Planning Commission running for 
cover or at least for the bar. 

Smackdown 2 
Five days later the empire, such as it is, 
stuck back with another smackdown. On 
September 18, Mayor Brown fired 
Planning Commissioner Dennis Antenore, 
the only Commissioner who consistently 
refused to rubber stamp every develop¬ 
ment project before the Commission. 
Antenore had been asked by Brown to sup¬ 
port Proposition K, the mayor’s ballot 
measure on development. When he 
refused, he got the ax. 

Brown denied that Proposition K was 
a factor. “He’s lying,” Antenore said. 

Brown’s letter firing Antenore makes clear 
reference to Proposition K and the com¬ 
peting development measure Proposition 
L: “I know there are those who believe in 
‘no growth’ based on concerns about qual¬ 
ity of life in the city. While I share those 
concerns, I believe they can be addressed 
without draconian actions that jeopardize 
the economic vitality of the city.” 

Antenore had agreed not to publicly 
oppose Proposition K if he stayed on the 
Commission. Being removed from the 
Commission turned him into a very vocal 
opponent of K and a focus of media atten¬ 
tion. At a rally with his supporters on the 
steps of City Hall, Antenore denounced 
Proposition K as a “fraud.” Antenore has 
also written an opinion piece for several 
community newspapers in the San 
Francisco Neighborhood Newspaper 
Association (see pagel). The firing itself 
has caused outrage well beyond the 
Ammiano/Bqy Guardian political spec¬ 
trum - the SF Examiner called the mayor’s 
action “Stalinesque” - and may be a fatal 
mistake in the K vs. L fight. 

More controversy ensued when 
Brown replaced Antenore with dentist 
William Fay, the son in-law of real estate 
mogul Robert Lurie, brother in-law of for¬ 
mer Supervisor Tom Hsieh, and a former 
vice president of the Kennedy-Wilson 
International Real Estate Brokerage. 
Brown filled another vacancy on the 
Planning Commission with Roslyn 
Baltimore, a real estate broker. When 
Ammiano proposed to hold hearings on 
these two appointments. Fay, a Chinese- 
American accused the Supervisor of 
racism. At a time when the city is in des-. 
perate need of serious planning for its 
future, the Commission charged with that 
function remains devastated by more plots 
and intrigues than the court of the Borgias 

Upclose and personal 
In view of the smackdowns downtown, its 
not surprising that MAC bypassed our city 
government and made their direct action 
campaign even more direct. On September 
21, the action shifted to the offices of the 
Internet Company on top of the activists’ 
most unwanted list: Bigstep. 
Bigstep.com’s displacement of more than 
two dozen small businesses from the 
Bayview Building at 22nd and Mission 
has been a lightening rod for community 
anger. 

ARTBEAT ^ Francisco 
Art Gallery & Gift Shop 

3266 21st Street, San Francisco, CA 94110 
(415) 643-8721 artbeatsf@juno.com 

An Inter-Tribal Arts Space 

Gracias & Thanks 
On behalf of our family of associates, Anahid, Gladys Herrera, Carolyn & 

Frank Isidro, Leila Mansur, Kevin Meltone, Ana Montano, Maria Pinedo 

and Jade Rivera, l wish to thank all our great customers for your patronage. 

Peace, Love, Joy, Ray Rivera, Proprietor 

CURRENT EXHIBIT (Closes October 15) 

Armenian Visual Taroista, Anahid "The Earth is My Body" 

Artista Salvadoreno del Corazdn, Ricardo Cartegena "Eviction in the Mission" 

Fotografo del Alma, Sarah Henderson “Oaxaca Oracles" 

The First Beat Generation Chicano Artist, Jose Ramon Lerma " Jesucristo Science" 

El Maestro de la Mision, Michael Roman Silkscreen Prints & Textiles 

Dia de los Muertos Day of the Dead 
"Day of the Dead in the Mission" Art Exhibit (Oct. 16-Nov.7) 

Dia de los Muertos collectibles are now available for your altar! 

Papel picado, sugar skulls, copal, paper flowers, figurines 
Discounts for teachers and schools! Your year 'round headquarters! 

Day of the Dead Celebration 
Homage to our Ancestors ! Lighting of the Candles! 

Blessing of the Altar! Pan Dulce y Chocolate! 

Nov. 1 & 2, 2000 
6pm, Wed. & Thurs. 

Secured public parking across the street, MUNI, BART, bike & wheelchair 

accessible. Serving Noe Valley, Portrero Hill y la Mision since 1996. 

Stop the Pomtikuyf U.S. N*vy out of Vieques, 
Puerto Ricc! Cive us buck cur Vutriu! 

Casanova 
(OUNCE 

527 Valencia., San. Francisco 

415.863.932S 

Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all natural beef 

cheesesteaks, burgers, 
chicken & vegetarian, 

fries & onion rings 

____ Open every day 

• •••••••••••••••• from 11am to 10 pm 

3285 -21st Street @ Valencia • • • • 285-5200 

eJhjteAzJd&ak 
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Bigstep’s response has been mostly on 
the PR level. MAC maintains that the 
Planning Code requires a development the 
size of Bigstep’s operation, over 6,000-sq 
ft., to apply for a Conditional Use Permit 
from the city. Adding insult to injury, 
Bigstep has hired lobbyist Bob Mcarthy, 
who ferried the infamous Bryant Square 
Project to approval, to fight the condition¬ 
al use designation which would require a 
public hearing and result in legally binding 
mitigation measures. 

Demonstrators arrived at Bigstep’s 
fifth-floor office seeking to initiate negoti¬ 
ations on what they see as Bigstep’s illegal 
occupation of the building. By the time 
they arrived at Bigstep’s offices, two peo¬ 
ple had already been arrested outside for 
hanging a banner showing a big boot 
crushing the heart of the community. 
Confusion reigned inside as demonstrators 
roamed about, under the careful surveil¬ 
lance of a number of San Francisco cops. 
An extended discussion ensued about 
whether or not this was the appropriate 
time and place to talk and, if it was, should 
the press be present Finally, a few Bigstep 
execs, 15 demonstrators, and 2 journalists 
squeezed into a small conference room 
where a dialogue of sorts took place. 

• 

MAC’S two demands were that 
Bigstep apply for the Conditional Use 
Permit and find equivalent space for all the 
displaced businesses and organizations. 
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This banner hung briefly but dramatically at 22"“ and Mission. Photo by v e miller 

“We’re still waiting for a response from 
the Zoning Administrator,” said Associate 
General Counsel for Bigstep, Josh Engel, 
regarding the permit issue. “You don’t 
need to wait, you can just apply for it,” 
Robert Haaland responded They never got 
beyond this wait/apply deadlock. 

On the issue of re-housing displaced 
businesses and organizations, Bigstep 
ofTered 10% of the building to non-profits 
at below market rents. How much below 
market was never specified, and that deci¬ 
sion would be left up to the Cort family, 
owners of the Bayview Building. The 
Corts have become notorious for their lack 
of regard for the fate of those they evict 
and their insensitivity to public opinion. 
There’s not a lot of light at the end of that 
tunnel. 

Bigstep director of corporate commu¬ 
nications, Pamela Laurence, tried to put 
things off until Andrew Beebe, Bigstep’s 
CEO returned from vacation, “I know he’s 
had some very substantial talks with peo¬ 
ple in the community including members 
of MAC,” Laurence said. No one from 
MAC contacted by the New Mission News 
would confirm this. Beebe has shown up at 
a number of rallies in the last few months 
and introduced himself around but that's 
about it. 

After discussions fizzled, the demon¬ 
strators stayed on taking up several rous¬ 
ing chants of “jAqui estamos y no nos 
vamos!” after which they were arrested by 
the cops who were as civil as they were 
numerous (about 20 in all). “Bigstep broke 
the law, enforcing the law,” said Renee 

Saucedo, Director of the Day Labor 
Program, as she was escorted out About 
sixty supporters waiting in the parking lot 
cheered the demonstrators on as they came 
out and were driven away in police cars 
Fifteen people were arrested but It was all 
very upbeat. 

Since the sit-in, real negotiations 
between MAC and Bigstep have been 
going on (but had made no progress at 
press time). This may be because Bigstep 
is a well-meaning, friendly bunch of folks 
- or because of the massive bad image the 
company got when this issue received 
national attention on ABC Evening News. 

The month may have begun with a 
smackdown, but seems to have ended with 

a meltdow n of the Brown Administration’s 

ability to control the economic and politi¬ 
cal forces that are tearing up the town. 
There was more violence and disorder in 
City Hall, than during the sit-in at Bigstep 
offices As the normal process of city gov¬ 
ernment become weighted down, with 
influence peddling, race baiting, dissent 
squashing and crony coddling, direct 
action and civil disobedience have become 
acceptable methods of creating change for 
more and more people. In September the 
first big step in that direction was taken. 

Proposition L, if it passes, may in the 
long run quell some of the rage against the 
dot-com machine, but it may not be 
enough to stop the brawl this fall. 

‘ 
ENCANTADA 
Gallery of Fine Arts 

904 Valencia Street @ 20th 
Open Tues.-Sun. 12-6pm, Fh.-Sat 12-8pm 

(415) 642-3939 • email: encantadagallery@yahoo.com 

Docent tours offered to groups Oct 16 -Nov. 1 
Please call for reservations •• (415)642-3939 

Ritual Opening Performance by Victor Mario Zaballa 
OCTOBER 15th, 3pm 

Offerings & Paintings by Anita de Lucia Brock, Daniel Genera, Viviana 

Paredes, Nancy Losey, John Aragon, Carol Marie Garda, 

Victor Mario Zaballa, Gonzalo Gonzalez, Lucia Rodriguez. 

Contributing Artists: Tony de Carlo, Ricardo Reyes, Maya Gonzalez 

Visit our Arte Popular shop for your sugar skulls, papel picado 
flores, papier mache skeletons, T-shirts, miniatures, candles, 

special La Catrina shopping bag, books & morel 

And visit Mercado Feliz Calaca Encantada at SOMAR, 
934 Brannon, call 552-2131 for time/days 

October 19- Nov.1 • Decorate your own sugar skull with guest 
artist Juan Puente. Call Encantada for reservation & hours. 

October 20 & 21 • Pre-Columbian Jewelry Trunk Show Sale 
6pm Friday evening reception for members of the Oreja Club 

October 28 • Traditional Day of the Dead Bread Workshop with 
Mexican cooking expert Laurie Mackenzie, 1-3pm, Reservations 

October 29, 3pm • Gallery Talk with Altarmakers/Artists 
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EXPERT PICTURE FRAMING 
Tfiat Works with Yo^r Art! 

THE LARGEST SELECTION 

of Rea^ryidje Frames 

Layaway Available! in 5ah Frahtisto! 

: 

While Yeti Wait i 
Framing Sale ! 

Beveled Mirrer j 
Sale I 
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Planning our history and the history of planning in the Mission 
ic: 

It didn’t happen here: these plans for the comer of 24lh and Mission were shelved after community protests. 

By M. Toby Levine 

In late 1968, over 100 community orga¬ 
nizations handed together to organize 
the Mission Coalition Organization 

(MCO) in protest over a most unwanted 
development. The organization soon 
evolved into a Mission citizens’ group 
w ith a series of positive programs for and 
by the people of the neighborhood. 

A massive Redevelopment Agency 
(RDA) project had been proposed for the 
Mission to accompany the BART line that 
was tunneling its way through the neigh¬ 
borhood (See drawings 
Okomoto/Liskamm studies). It was 
argued that a massive investment in transit 
required a massive investment in high- 
density development—including high- 
density apartments around the 16th and 
24th Street stations—to make the transit 
investment worthwhile. In order to picture 
what 24th Street might have looked like, 
imagine the Rincon Point-South Beach 
Project (located near PacBell Park) moved 
to the 24th Street BART station area: thou¬ 
sands of families and businesses would 
have been uprooted. Needless to say. resi¬ 
dents did not w ant to see portions of their 
neighborhood razed and rebuilt, especially 
after witnessing the destruction of the 
Western Addition. The vote at the Board of 
Supervisors was close, but the Mission 

■ folk woa Why? 

First, hundreds of residents were 
bussed to City Hall to attend very orga¬ 

nized and well-planned meetings at the 
Board of Supervisors. It was clear that the 
Redevelopment Project was unwanted. In 
1970, an alternative was proposed and 
negotiated by the MCO with Mayor 
Joseph Alioto and the Board of 
Supervisors: a federally funded model 
cities program, the Mission Model 
Neighborhood Corporation (MMNC), 
which would be developed under the guid¬ 
ance of the MCO. The MMNC spawned a 

'number of non-profit corporations with 
various goals and technical capacities: 
Mission Housing Development 
Corporation 

Mission Economic Development 
Association, Mission Child Care 

Consortium, Mission Hiring Half Mission 
Education Project, Mission Reading 
Clinic, Mission Community Legal 
Defense, Mission Minority Contractors, 
Mission Language and Vocational School, 
Obeca Arriba Juntos and Mission 
Neighborhood Physical Developmen. 

Activists felt that these non-profit cor¬ 
porations were needed 1) because the City 
was not responsive to the needs of the 
Mission (sound familiar?), and 2) in order 
to provide technical assistance so that the 
neighborhood could find new solutions to 
old problems. With the new federal funds 
and a talent for organizing, the Mission 
began to fulfill some of its dreams. 
However, it took time and hard work. 

Mariposa were abandoning the neighbor¬ 
hood, causing a heavy loss of blue collar 
jobs. As a result of these losses and others, 
nearly 10% of the Mission residents were 
unemployed. 

(It is interesting to note what these 

large properties have become. Borden's 

was purchased by Proposition J Open 

Space Funds and became La Raza Park; 

Hamm’s Brewery is now an office build¬ 

ing; John O 'Connell Technical High 

School now stands on the site of the Regal 

Pale brewery; Foremost Dairy has been 

replaced by middle income condominiums; 

and Best Foods is evolving into a commer¬ 

cial center.) 

American Classics 
Handmade, solid 
hardwood furniture 
from our workshop in 

Maine. 

\i/ ' w 

Remedies! 
*■ ' ~ /s. 

1026 Valencia St. 

at 21st. 
415/826-2026 

www.bradcochair.com 
www.mainecoctage.com 

A different world 
In 1971, when MMNC began, the Mission 
was a very different place than it is today. 
The neighborhood was “red-lined,” which 
meant that it was difficult to obtain a 
mortgage or a loan to improve your home 
or building. Parts of the neighborhood 
w'ere considered to be blighted and its 
housing stock in too poor condition to war¬ 
rant investment of any kind. A lack of 
commercial loans meant that neighbor¬ 
hood businesses were capital-starved. 
This was particularly hue along Mission 
Street, which had undergone three years of 
cut-and-cover tunnel construction to build 
BART, leaving the merchants exhausted, 
without customers and with little means 
for recovery. Further, businesses such as 
Borden’s Dairy, located at 26th and 
Potrero, Hamm’s Brewery at Bryant and 
15th. Regal Pale Brewery at 20th and 
Folsom, Foremost Dairy at Guerrero and 
15th, and Best Foods at Bryant and 

However, there were already numer¬ 
ous, well-established arts organizations, 
including the San Francisco Mime Troupe, 
Project Artaud, the Community Music 
Center, and La Raza Silk Screen Center. 
There were also many artists living and 
working in the Mission, housed in the 
vacant or underutilized industrial build¬ 
ings of the Northeast Mission. 

Years of disinvestment 
Mission Housing Development 
Corporation (MHDC), one of the new non¬ 
profits, had an enormous task to accom¬ 
plish. Portions of the neighborhood hous¬ 

ing were in grave disrepair: in extreme 
cases there were still outhouses. Fire and 
safety hazards were legion, as was the 
need for roof repairs. There were myriad 
code problems caused by years of disin¬ 
vestment and red-lining. MHDC set out 
vigorously to do its job, providing or facil¬ 
itating loans for repairs, fighting the banks 
on red-lining, providing opportunities for 

American ★ 
★ Middle Eastern 

* Italian 

3087 Sixteenth Streets off Valencia) 

Kitchen Hours, 
Hours. 

7AM 11:30 AM 
Noon-3:30 PM 
.7 PM-11 PM 

Breakfast 
Lunch.... 
Dinner.... 

6AM to 10PM 
6 AM to 12 MID 
7 AM to 12 Mil 
7 AM to 10 PM 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 
FRIDAY. 
SATURDAY. 
SUNDAY. internet S5 ner hour«ATM Machine 
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home ownership, and building new subsi¬ 

dized rental housing. As MHDC did its 

work, private investment began to creep 

back into the neighborhood. Pan 

American Savings, a Latino-owned sav¬ 

ings and loan, was opened, and Mission 

residents were finally able to obtain mort¬ 

gages and home improvement loans. 

The MCO, with its numerous commit¬ 

tees, associated organizations and non¬ 

profit corporations, recognized that an 

overall neighborhood development plan 

needed to be prepared to ensure the con¬ 

tinued viability of the Mission. This plan, 

which was put together by MHDC staff 

under the guidance of the MCO, was a 

model at that time for other neighborhoods 

and provided a blueprint for the future. In 

1976, with adoption by the Planning 

Commission, it became the official neigh¬ 

borhood plan. A great deal of what was 

proposed has now been accomplished: 

La Raza Park at 25th and Potrero, 

Alioto Mini Park at 20th and Capp, Juri 

Commons between 24th and 25th , a new 

gymnasium at 21st and Harrison (an adap¬ 

tive reuse of an old factory), the building 

of new elementary schools and the upgrad¬ 

ing of existing ones, numerous non-profit 

housing developments, the trees on 

Folsom Street and the street improvements 

along Bryant and Harrison. 

Many ideas, though, were never 

implemented. A particularly interesting 

one, in light of recent events, was the 

Obeca Arriba Juntos’ proposal for Bryant 

and 20th: a cooperative housing develop¬ 

ment for 204 families and seniors. This 

project was killed by the Nixon freeze of 

HUD housing funds (1972) and now tire 

controversial office development Bryant 

Square is being built at this location. 

Another failed plan called for the conver¬ 

sion of the Armory into a major cultural 

center. 

Even though MCO ceased operation 

in 1974, it paved the way for other non¬ 

profits which greatly helped the communi¬ 

ty: the Mission Planning Council, Precita 

Eyes, the Mission Cultural Center, La 

Raza Centro Legal and the Mexican 

Museum. (The first Mexican Museum was 

located at Far West Labs on 14th and 

Folsom. The Mexican Museum eventually 

moved to Ft. Mason, and Far West Labs 

became a biotech center for the University 

of California.) Some of these organiza¬ 

tions no longer exist, but they provided a 

framework for future creative develop¬ 

ments such as Intersection for the Arts, 

Theater Rhinoceros, The Marsh. Centro 

del Pueblo, St. Peter’s Housing Committee 

and the Women’s Building. All this ener¬ 

gy and talent helped create a neighborhood 

that is known today for its vigor, vibrancy 

and artistic diversity. 

One threat/Many threats 
In the late 60’s, there was one main threat 

and one main target: the Redevelopment 

Agency. Today, there are many threats. 

The circumstances are very different. In 

the last ten years, San Francisco has added 

60,000 net new residents. In order to 

accommodate them. The City should have 

added at least 25,000 new housing units. It 

has only added 10,000. This shortage has 

lead to astronomical rents and overcrowd¬ 

ing. This is a perfect formula for the dis¬ 

placement of Mission residents and resi¬ 

dents throughout The City. But whom do 

you blame? Whom do you target? 

In the same time frame, the City has 

added 50,000 net new jobs. Yet, we have 

been unable to add sufficient office and 

service industry space to accommodate the 

new jobs (interestingly, these jobs are 

across all sectors, with the highest percent¬ 

age of increases in construction, transpora¬ 

tion, high-tech manufacturing and busi¬ 

ness serv ices). So there is a crunch for 
space. Noo-profilsv tong-standing arts 

groups, medical personnel and established 

businesses are losing their leases or being 

evicted. 

To accommodate the new residents 

and job holders, there were 428,500 vehi¬ 

cles registered to San Franciscans in 1998, 

in addition to another 825,000 vehicles 

moving through or into the City on a daily 

basis. They are all now roaming the 

clogged streets and threatening pedestrian 

safety. Further, according to the 

Association of Bay Area Governments, 

San Francisco will see continued popula¬ 

tion (19,000 net new residents ) and job 

growth (58,000 net new jobs) in the next 

ten years. 

Clearly there is a need to formulate a 

consensus neighborhood plan (and I 

should add that no new maiket rate hous¬ 

ing, no new lofts, and no new offices is not 

a plan—though it may be a stop-gap mea¬ 

sure). But before a neighborhood can for¬ 

mulate its plan it must have goals. And 

these goals need to be set in the context of 

The City as a whole, which is also under¬ 

going profound change. The question of 

how we manage change without becoming 

NIMBYs will need to be an element of this 

plan. 

The context of The City as a w hole is 

that it is richer than ever in terms of tax 

revenues; it lias more residents than ever, 

it is at the forefront of the digital indus¬ 
tries, bio tech, design, the arts. And yet it 

is impoverished in terms of homelessness, 

in its lack of awareness of how to take care 

of the environment, and in knowing how 

to work together to solve difficult issues. 

Looking back at the efforts of MCO 

and Model Cities, it is clear that although 

there were disagreements among the mem¬ 

bers, dozens of partnerships were formed 

among Mission organizations and with 

city agencies to accomplish the neighbor¬ 

hood’s goals. At the same time, the MCO 

leadership was well trained in negotiations 

and not afraid to negotiate with anyone, no 

matter how powerful. 

Positive ideas needed 
The ingredients today are not all that dif¬ 

ferent. There is a threat to neighborhood 

stability in the form of displacement and 

we need to find a way to reformulate that 

negative energy into positive plans. Small 

actions can have big results. In 1974, the 

Mission Planning Council (MPC) recog¬ 

nized that Capp and Bartlett Streets were 

ripe for zealous developers*and that these 

two streets were the lynchpins in maintain¬ 

ing the neighborhood character around 

24th Street station. The change was small 

and simple: the east side of Bartlett and the 

west side of Capp were rezoned from com¬ 

mercial to residential. Look at those 

streets now, and you will see the many 

homes and apartments that have been 

saved. Interestingly, this rezoning had the 

full support of the Planning Commission 

and the Planning Director, w hich indicates 

a profoundly different relationship with 

that department at that time. 

Protesting against developments we 

don’t want is all very well, but unless the 

neighborhood develops positive objectives 

and ways to achieve them, we’ll never 

have the Mission neighborhood that we 

w ant. And, unless we in the neighborhood 

find a way to express these goals among 

ourselves and to public officials, we will 

not succeed. Based on the Mission’s expe¬ 

rience over the last 30 years, with thought¬ 

ful planning we will succeed. 

M. Toby Levine is a retired San Francisco 

school teacher. She has been a Mission 

resident since 1967, ser\>ed on the MCO 

Steering Committee in 1970, was president 

of the Mission Planning Council in 1974 

and a member of the San Francisco 

Planning Commission from 1992 to 1996 
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authentic 

nokthekn 
CHINES-E C06JNE 

OPEN FOR DINNER 

Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday - Thursday 
Friday & Saturday 

5:00 pm to 10.00 pm 
- Closed -. 

5:30 pm to 10:30 pm 
5:30 pm to 11:00 pm 

1007V2 Valencia Street @ 21st Street 
Telephone (415)642-3470 Fax (415)642-3471 

SUSHI RESTAURANT & FULL BAR 

Yo's Sushi Club • 695-1799 

The Voodoo Lounge • 285-3369 
2937 Mission Street 

No* 
serv\nft 

• * 

— — 

PUERTO ALEGRE 
RESTAURANT NO. 1 
NOW SERVING THE 

BEST MARGARITAS 
IN THE BAY AREA 

.*546 VALENCIA 255-8201 
. 

■»- — - . ■ ■ ■ - ' - ■ 



10 OCTOBER, 2000 New Mission News 

Varni 
for BOARD OF EDUCATION 

www RobertVarni.com 
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Bring Experience To Our Schools 

12 Years_City College - Board Of Trustees 

11 Years_Chairman - Finance Committee, CCSF 

15 Years Board Of Directors - CCSF Foundation 

Neighborhood 
Free Days 

Earth 
Ocean 
Space 

All in one place. 
Residents of these zip code areas are invited to visit 

free of charge on these specially designated days: 

Zip Code Friday, Saturday & Sunday Free Days 

94103, 94107,94130,94111, 
94105, 94108,94104 8.94102 

94110 

94112, 94134 8.94124 

94109, 94133 8.94123 

94121,94118, 94115 8.94129 

94122, 94116, 94127 8.94132 

94117, 94114 8.94131 

October 6, 7 8. 8 

October 13, 14 8. 15 

October 20, 21 8. 22 

October 27, 28 8. 29 

November 3, 4 8. 5 

November 10, 11 8. 12 

November 17, 18 8. 19 

Proof of residency must be demonstrated with a driver's license, photo ID or utility bill. 

(415) 750-7145 www.calocodemy.org • We encourage the use of public transportation. 

California 
Academy of Sciences b’J'1'1 

Golden Gate Park 

Aquarium Natural History Museum Planetarium 

What is gentrification? 

I am a resident-owner of a four-unit 
building in the North Mission and have 
lived in this neighborhood for over 23 

years. I was a renter for eight years prior to 
buying my one-and-only property in 1985. 
I was determined to be master of my own 
economic fate. So I worked extra hard for 
years and scraped together the funds nec¬ 
essary to buy a very run-down four-plex. 

In tire 15 years I’ve owned the proper¬ 
ty, I’ve made a badly neglected, absentee- 
landlord building into a beautiful addition 
to the neighborhood. 

I was the first. In the interim, eveiy 
house and building on the block has been 
significantly upgraded. I and a small num¬ 
ber of block residents also planted 20 trees 
(now quite large), and rid the block of 
graffiti, litter and dumped sofas and appli¬ 
ances (and have kept them away). We peti¬ 
tioned for and accomplished under¬ 
grounding of all ugly overhead wiring on 
two streets, improved street lighting, and 
all in all made it a livable, safe and attrac¬ 
tive place. 

As a resident landlord, I’ve always 
had the best of relations with my tenants, 
since they are truly my neighbors. I’ve 
made an effort to be fair in all my dealings, 
responsive in my management, and to pro¬ 
vide the best possible accommodations at a 
fair rent. 

With all this as background, I find it 
very disturbing that the activist communi¬ 
ty throws about the word “gentrification” 
so carelessly and indiscriminately. I would 
challenge you or my fellow readers, par¬ 
ticularly if they are from the “anti-gentrifr- 
cation” camp, to provide a definition of the 
term as it is used today (I know the dictio¬ 
nary definition). 

I would also encourage you to answer 
the following question: Would you consid¬ 
er me and many others like me, gentrifiers 
- people who turn badly neglected build¬ 
ings and make them beautiful and fully 
usable again? Tom Ammiano, when asked 
a similar question, said “no,” that people, 
who fix up their homes, clean up the 
neighborhoods, etc., are NOT engaging in 
gentrification. 

But if gentrification is as perceived by 
Mission activists, what we’re doing must 
be gentrification. When a neighborhood 
becomes visibly more desirable (due to 
investment of sweat and capital), certain, 
natural economic consequences follow. 

Property values and rents go up, but 
are still lower than comparable properties 
in established “good” neighborhoods. The 
revitalized atmosphere but still relatively 
affordable prices attract more affluent res¬ 
idents and businesses. People earning 
higher incomes than residents living there 
up to that point buy up the newly upgrad¬ 
ed properties. 

Prices continue to go up as the neigh¬ 
borhood continues to upgrade and 
becomes populated with more and more 
affluent residents. As investors (and yes, 
speculators) become more aware of the 
trend, remaining run down properties are 
snapped up, only accelerating the trend. 

Low and fixed income renters eventu¬ 
ally become victims of supply and demand 
economics; being forced to migrate to 
more affordable areas. 

Obviously, the dot.com revolution has 
greatly accelerated this phenomenon, but 
it’s been going on for many years, certain¬ 
ly since I’ve been an owner. 

So, how does one of reasonable means 
realize ones dream of living in a commu¬ 
nity free of rampant crime, drunks freely 

Guest 
Opinion 

urinating and defecating, hookers and 
Neanderthal gang warfare, without 
improving a distressed neighborhood and 
thereby bringing about a concurrent 
increase in property values and thus rents? 
The answer is one can’t! The two go hand 
in hand. 

After 23 years of living in this com¬ 
munity, I can personally attest to the fact 
that in much of the Mission these skidrow 
conditions are just as bad as ever. So, my 
question is unless they enjoy all these 
seedier aspects of life, WHERE HAVE 
ALL YOU ACTIVISTS BEEN THE 
LAST FEW DECADES? 

Hundreds of non-profit groups have 
spent decades supposedly improving the 
lot of low-income Mission residents. But if 
the realization of a clean, safe community 
that bespeaks real CIVIC PRIDE is the 
benchmark by which to judge their effec¬ 
tiveness, then THEY HAVE FAILED. 
Let’s be honest: the last feeling one gets 
walking most parts of the Mission is a 
sense of civic pride. 

Instead I see mostly a bunch of angry 
folks looking for others to blame and 
screaming “NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE! 
(Another way of saying, ‘unless we “have- 
nots” get what we’re entitled to (i.e., to 
stay in our low rent homes and businesses 
forever and to remain oblivious to eco¬ 
nomic realities), we’re going to make the 
lives of you “haves” miserable’). 

Twenty years ago, or even 10 years 
ago, when properties were far more afford¬ 
able, before the pressures of the Internet 
economy, non-profit groups could have 
approached the problems of the Mission 
from a position of empowerment rather 
than of entitlement, by for example: 

1. Finding ways to buy the properties 
they live and work in (perhaps by the very 
TIC instrument that the Tenant’s Union is 
working so hard now to kill now through 

Prop N). 

2. Going out in force to clean the 
streets of trash and graffiti, planting trees, 
starting neighborhood watch groups, get¬ 
ting to know their neighbors - taking 
“ownership” of the neighborhoods them¬ 
selves by visible positive action. 

3. Talking to the gangs and making 
them realize that their primitive behavior 
is only hurting their community. Willy 
Brown might be good at this. 

4. Working to rid the Mission of so 
many liquor stores, pawnshops, cash 
checking outlets, and businesses that con¬ 
tribute nothing. 

5. Using the power of vote and com¬ 
munity activism to force City Hall to rec¬ 
ognize the needs of the Missioa 

As a socially conscious small proper¬ 
ty owner who is rooted in and cares deeply 
about this community and San Francisco, I 
just want to communicate the idea that the 
issues are not nearly as black and white as 
the Yuppie Eradication Project and their 
ilk make them out to be. I hope (perhaps 
naively) that my words will stimulate a 
more rational and introspective debate on 
how the Mission and other parts of the city 
will develop in the coming years. I invite 
responses to my email address. 
gykramer@eartlilink.net 

Gideon Kramer 
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A sign for the times. Photo by v e miller 
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Help wanted in the Mission 
Brain DrainP 
Stone revealed that his business has 
become much more training intensive. 
People now have to be trained to make 
coffee. In addition, a traditional resource 
to draw on has become diminished. “There 
aren’t as many young people around with¬ 
out salable skills.” College kids once made 
up a “gene-pool” for service jobs but Stone 
mentioned that there are many students at 
SF State and UC Berkeley who have been 
dropping out because they can’t afford to 
live where they go to school. 

Bucky Sinister is a local writer 
employed at a Mission District dot.com. 
Dot.Comix. While the Mission District has 
been his on and off home and place of 
employment since 1990, Sinister now lives 
in the McCarthur Park region of Oakland 
and commutes to work. Financially he is 
better off than before. In 1996 he was 
working at Just Desserts on the 
Embarcadero and making $200 a week 
with tips, now he has a health plan and 
retirement fund but still doesn’t think it’s 
worth living in San Francisco or the 
Mission. 

Sinister’s last apartment in the city 
cost $600 a month, but he and his house 
mates ended up being evicted as a conse¬ 
quence of the Ellis Act. “Anywhere else 
that cheap I’d probably have to deal with 
the same thing. The only way I could live 
here would be to pay $1000 a month or 
higher. Why would I want to piss away all 
my earnings and savings on rent with some 
month-to-month contract? People are pay¬ 
ing more rent here than what their mort¬ 
gage is.” 

Commuted Options 
Sinister is one ex-Mission resident who is 
able to afford the commute. Many others 
find it untenable. One reason for this is 
that BART does not offer 24-hour service, 
more than an inconvenience for someone 
who has a bar or restaurant job ending at 
3:00 AM. Tom Radulovich, BART 
Director for District 6 and one of the three 
BART Directors for the City and County 
of San Francisco, said that only New York 
offers 24-hour subway service but that 
other rail systems in other cities enhance 
services by offering late night bus service. 
BART doesn’t offer that. 

Radulovich has been campaigning to 
get service hours increased but he keeps 
encountering resistance from BART 
Maintenance - after midnight is when all 
routine repairs are done. Radulovtcn sard 
he has been meeting with Sylvie Le Mar, 
owner of Ti Couz, Berly Maglady of 
Sustainable City, and Supervisor Sue 
Bierman, San Francisco’s Representative 
to the Metropolitan Transport Commission 
to resolve this issue. Among Radulovich’s 
suggestions was to implement a BART 
late-night bus service. He pointed out that 
AC Transit already offers late-night trans¬ 
bay service but only from the Transbay 
Terminal and that involves issues of incon¬ 
venience as well as safety concerns for a 
worker going home to the East Bay from 
the Mission Another problem is that not 
many people know about the service. 

Radulovich revealed that he was try¬ 
ing to get the Transportation Authority 
focused on the idea of contracting BART 
and bus services. Hiring AC Transit was 
only one option 

Econ-irony 
Transportation or no, that a growing 

number of workers cannot afford to live 
near, or commute to, where they work is a 
problem that is difficult to ignore. A com¬ 
mon concern with most small business 
owners and commuters is the loss of any 
kinds of services. If there is no one to 
make omelets or serve coffee, where will 
wealthy dot com businessmen celebrate 
their successes? 

If there are no longer any garages or 
mechanics, or anyone able to afford to 
work in a more traditional field within the 
City, where will managers get their cars 
fixed and how much is it going to cost to 
get an oil change? For that matter, who 
will, to borrow the slogan from the Jordan 
Administration, work to keep San 
Francisco “one neat city” by sweeping the 
sidewalks? 

Behind the specter of mono-culture 
looms mono-industry and an inconvenient 
living situation for anyone living in the 
Mission District or in any part of San 
Francisco - all, ironically enough, the 
result of economic sacrifices made in the 
name of convenience. 

Yes on L, No on K 
ment has already overwhelmed our hous¬ 
ing and our transportation infrastructure. 
Evictions of all sorts have skyrocketed. 
Neighborhoods are increasing under 
attack The very fabric of our culture is 
threatened by the loss of space for artists, 
dancers, non-profit organizations, schools 
and even doctors and dentists 
Displacement of both the poor and the 
middle class is taking place at a dizzying 
pace. 

Not one new plan to increase or even 
preserve our housing supply, preserve 
needed businesses and services, manage 
traffic or increase MUNI service has been 
forthcoming from City Hall. Indeed, many 
viable proposals have either been ignored 
or blocked by special interests seemingly 
in control at every level of city govern¬ 
ment. 

Proposition L requires the City to do 
planning again. Before massive amounts 
of new office space is permitted the prior¬ 
ity policies of Proposition M must be 
applied in a series of neighborhood plans. 
It closes the special interest loopholes the 
current administration has cynically creat¬ 
ed to thwart the will of the voters and 

Continued from Page 1 

rcimposes a 950,000 square foot annual 
limit on new office development. 

The Mayor’s Proposition K, drafted 
by development attorneys, on the other 
hand, is a wolf in sheep’s clothing. It pre¬ 
tends to address these same issues, but is 
full of new loopholes and special treatment 
for developers. Rather than a modest 
increase in the amount of commercial 
office development it allows an additional 

4 million square feet of offices next year 
alone, and millions more each year there¬ 
after. Instead of requiring a return to real 
planning the Mayor’s Proposition K cre¬ 
ates a “development czar” appointed by 
him for a term of ten years, thus extending 
his ability to unduly’ influence develop¬ 
ment decisions in the City long after he 
leaves office. 

The Mayor demanded that 1 support 
and campaign for his measure and fired me 
when I refused to do so He made his 
choice. Now is the time for all San 
Franciscans to make a choice and send a 
strong message to City Hall that we won’t 
give up on San Francisco without a fight 
Vote Yes on L and No on K. 

m/zion 
ONE HOUR PHOTO 

We are the source of Camaval SF parade photos 
(over 3000 photos every year!) 

FREE FILM with developing on Sundays! (16 print mm ) 

} , hour. 
color film envelop 3x5, 4x6, 4x6 
full frame w „h borders! 

Instant: 
passport S. Immigration photos 
print to print service -1 enlarge & reduce 

Overnight: 
black & white proof sheets 

1-3 days: 
enlargements to 20'x30" 

2 days: 
slides & b/w develop & print 

2859 Mission Street 
(between 24tn b 25th) (415) 648-6698 

Monday to Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

9:30-6 30 
10:00-6:00 
11 00- 5 30 

energy 

vitality 

Chinese 

acupuncture 

herbal medicine 

health counseling 

a unique biend of East with west 

PATMAYO, ms,lac 
balance 

-. 1364 Valencia San Francisco, CA 94110 

McdkinC (415) 970-1064 patmayoAaol.com 

Espresso Bravo 
Pasta House 

Serving 
BREAKFAST and LUNCH 

Daily 7am-3pm 

Now Open For 

DINNER 
Every Night 5pm-10pm 

ALL 
BEERS 
$2.75 

66 J VALENCIA STREET (AT 18TH) 
863-7755 

SUN-THUR OPEN TIL 10PM 
FR1 & SAT OPEN TIL 12M1D 
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CHIOANOS EX MICTLAN 
I)lA IIE I.0S Ml'ERTOS I!X CALIFORNIA 

oct. 7 Timoroii dec. :h, 2000 

r 
Chicanos en Mictlan examines how two 

small, community art centers; Galeria de la 

Raza in San Francisco and Self Help 

Graphics in Los Angeles introduced Day of 

the Dead observances to California in 

1972. It is the first survey exploring the 

reciprocal relationship between Chicano 

artists and the Day of the Dead, as well as 

the statewide impact of the observance 

through artwork, photography, and altar 

installations. 

omm RECEPTION 

AT THE MEXICAN Ml'SEl’M: 

FRIDAY. OCTOBER <». G-OFSI 
MCSIC BY THE DR. LOCO BAND 

FREE 

1TBLIC MMMiRAMS: 

A WALK THRM UII MICTLAN 
S IT. OCT 7 • I PH 
THE MEXICAN’ MIXED! CILLERIES 
FREE WITH MI’SEI'M ADMISSION’ 

Join curator, Tere Romo for a tour of 

the exhibition, plus special 
presentations by altar-makers, Ofelia 

Esparza and Yolanda Garfias Woo 

MEXICAN' DAYS OF THE DEAD: 
FItOM AZTEC SACRIFICE TO CIHCAN'O MI'RALS 
A LECTI’HE BY DAVID CARRASCO 
SATl'RDAY. OCTOBER II 
1 pm - Reception and Book Signing 

2:30 pm - Slide and audio lecture 
Trustees Auditorium, M. H. de Young 

Museum • Golden Gate Park, San 

Francisco (415) 863-3330 

Free with Museum admission 

The Mexican museum 
Fort Mason Center, Bldg. D • San Francisco • 415.202.9700 

Galleries & La Tienda Open Wed - Sun, 11 am - 5pm 
TuTl S4 Gen. • S3 students &. seniors E5H3 

Flores 
Beautifying the neighborhoocfand^ljehoi^^th fresh cut 

flowers, aromatic & blooming:Rla^^statuary and more. 

\T7lorc1l arrar^geruents for-aIt occasslows 

c Free delivery within the Mission 

Cfttn Tuesday through s>unday 
10 am'until sundown 
✓ 

Located at the comer of 23rd § shotwell 

A minority-owned, family run business 

You never know what you'll find. 
Especially if you don't look. & 

With over 4000 items arriving DAILY, every day is a treasure hunt. 

thrift STORp 
The Greatest Thrift Store in the World 

www.ThriftTown.com 

. wm. 

& Linens • Clothing • Televisions • Collectibles • Shoes • Jewelry 

I Draperies • Accessories • Books • Records • What-Nots • Furniture 

^ Toys • Dishes • Baby Items • Small Appliances 

2101 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 

(415) 861-1 132 

We accept personal checks. 

VISA I 
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Resource center for the homeless 

may have found a home on Capp St. 
by Anhoni Patel 

11 you have to do is walk down 
16th Street to realize that there is a 
serious homelessness problem in 

the Mission. At a town hall meeting last 
year community residents, business own¬ 
ers and social service providers decided to 
create a resource center to deal with this 
increasing population. 

The Mission Neighborhood Health 
Center formed a partnership with several 
other community groups—including the 
Mission Council on Alcohol Abuse, the 
Mission SRO Collaborative and Quan Yin 
Healing Arts Center—that will work with 
the San Francisco Department of Human 
Services and community members to cre¬ 
ate the Mission Neighborhood Resource 
Center. 

The Center will serve as a resource for 
the homeless and those at risk of home¬ 
lessness. It is not a shelter. It will offer 
bathrooms equipped with showers, laun¬ 
dry facilities and lockers, along with ser¬ 
vices such as vocational training, sub¬ 
stance abuse treatment and medical care. 
At this point, the Center seeks to stay open 
at least 56 hours a week, particularly “non- 
traditional” hours like evenings and week¬ 
ends. 

The most difficult task has been try ing 
to find a space. Several months ago, it 
seemed as if the Center had found the per¬ 
fect spot: the Kragen Auto Store on the 
comer of Mission and 16th. Although the 
space was in a heavily trafficked, visible 
area, it was eliminated from consideration 
after objections from parents and teach¬ 
ers—as well as Mayor Willie Brown— 
regarding the site’s proximity to Marshall 
Elementary School. 

However, the Center has recently 
found another site: 165 Capp Street 
between 16th and 17th. Organizers are 
considering the two-floor 6500 sq. ft space 
and have submitted a letter of intent to the 
owner. They are currently in negotiations, 
but there is no concrete commitment or 
lease agreement for the space. For some, 
the location is ideal because those blocks 
of the 16th Street corridor are considered a 
hub of homeless activity. Others feel the 
space is still too close to school grounds, 
that it should be on a busier street such as 
Mission, and that the increased homeless 
traffic might lead to certain hazards for 
residents. 

In an effort to hear all the concerns 
about this proposed site, the Center has 
held a series of community meetings, one 
of which transpired on September 20th. In 
attendance were residents, housing advo¬ 
cates, community activists, landlords, 
business owners, police and social work¬ 

ers. The major issues seemed to be the 
feasibility and logistics of the Center, its 
location and subsequent impact on the sur¬ 
rounding neighborhood. 

Many different perspectives were 
voiced about Center. Several community 
members, some of whom were themselves 
once homeless, spoke in defense of the 
project and its proposed location on Capp. 
As a current 16th Street corridor homeless 
person, Lisa Archuleta thinks the Center is 
“an absolutely great idea. It’ll be useful 
for people on the street and it’s in the per¬ 
fect location because we’re based here. 
It’ll be mind-blowing how many people 
will be utilizing the services.” 

Ann Blackstone, manager of the 
Mission Hotel and formerly homeless her¬ 
self, said: “The Center can only benefit the’ 
neighborhood: the beauty of the Mission 
has always been its eclectic nature. This 
will only help to continue it.” 

The vast majority of people at the 
meeting wanted something to be done 
about the increasing homeless population 
in the area, but not eveiyone agreed on the 
idea of a resource center. The owner of the 
Victoria Theatre, Robert Correa, had sev¬ 
eral concerns about The City’s ability to 
sustain the project and make it work: 
“There are still a lot of unsolved problems 
such as gang activities, prostitution and 
drugs. I think these problems are beyond 
The City’s capabilities. They don’t have 
mechanisms to solve these problems...I 
think they’re going to open the Center and 
get flooded, and then the problems will 
start all over again. The City needs to first 
address the existing problems before look¬ 
ing at other ones.” 

Others were concerned about quality- 
of-life issues, such as safety and cleanli¬ 
ness, if there was increased homeless 
activity around their homes and business¬ 
es. When asked about the extent of com¬ 
munity outreach the Center’s organizers 
conducted, the Center’s Project 
Coordinator, Sergio Canjura, replied: “We 
targeted and talked to almost everyone sur¬ 
rounding the center. A lot of people have 
support for the concept, but there are a few 
folks concerned that the Center is right in 
their backyards.” 

If and when the Center opens its doors 
to the Mission’s homeless, it would be 
held accountable by a neighborhood advi¬ 
sory board consisting of community mem¬ 
bers and business owners. If problems 
arose, a body representative of the sur¬ 
rounding area would be able to help make 
the appropriate adjustments. Although the 
project will take a year or more to be fully 
functional, the series of community 
forums seems to be a step in the right 
directioa 

Quan Yin Healing Arts Center 
Offering the Best in Comprehensive Acupuncture 

Treatment Programs Since 1986 

Management of HIV Infection 

Hepatitis 

Women's Health 

Arthritis 

Asthma 

Smoking, Substance Abuse 

Stroke, Brain Injury 

Depression 4 Anxiety 

Adddiction, Substance Use 

Therapeutic Massage 

Private Insurance, MediCal, Medicare 

Worker's Comp, Personal Injury 

455 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA. 

_415 861 4964 qyhacgaol.com 

PARA SUPERVIS0RA 
DISTRICT^^ 

Mission 
Bernal Heights 

i nt Mary s Park 
...... 

Carlos Fctroni 
Supervisor 

District 
Excelsior, Outer Mission 

| Inglesde, Crocker amazon 
© 

Maria Dolores Rinaldi 
School Board 

Chris Finn, Abel Mouton and Erin Brown 
Community College Board 

NO on K YES on L 

RALPH NADER 

PROGRESSIVE LEFT SLATE 
Immigrant Rights Movement (MDI) - Socialist Alternative - 

San Francisco Frontlines Newspaper - Justice Newspaper - 
Vietnamese Residents’ Association - Pilipinos for Affirmative Action 

- Immigrant Pride Day Committee - Latino Tenants Association 

Telephone (415) 643-9665 
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Cry me a rio - Reception for La Llorona, 
an exhibition of paintings and drawings by 
Mexican artist Victor Zubeldia. Show runs 
through 10/21. Mission Cultural Center 
2868 Mission Street, 7pm. $2. Call 821- 
1155 

7 mm 

North Mission Town Hall Meeting and 
BBQ - Got a beef about the 16th Street 
neighborhood? Here’s vour chance to be 
heard and then wolf down some barbecued 
beef afterward. Centro del Pueblo 474 
Valencia, 10am -2pm, free. 

The Mumia All-stars - A Night to Free 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, a fundraiser for 
Mumia’s legal defense, includes Mumia’s 
Attorney Leonard Weinglass, Rubin 
Hurricane Carter, Geeeeeeronimo ji Jaga, 
Angela Davis, Pam Africa, Mumia's son 
Mazi Jamal and spoken word artist 
Michael Franti. Mission High School , 
18th and Dolores, 7:30pm. Call 821-0458. 

Susan takes you down but Leonard 
brings you down - Rare screening of 
short documentary film on Canadian 
poet/songwriter Leonard Cohen with a 
free wine chaser and other musical oddi¬ 
ties Artists Television Access 992 
Valencia, 8:30pm, $5. Call 824-3890. 

Moondance - “Rabbit in the Moon” is a 
music and dance performance with 
Japanese and western instruments based 
on Brain Komei Dempster’s poetry on the 
Japanese internment years. Noh Space 
2840 Mariposa , 8pm, $10. Call 621-0507. 

« mm 

Jazz in the afternoon - The Joan Chen 
Trio performs original jazz compositions 

by Joan Chen and Mark Kennedy. 
Community Music Center 544 Cap SL, 
4pm, free. Call 647-6015.or www. sfmu- 

sic.org 

9 MONDAY 
Raw emotions - Conference and perfor¬ 
mance by Parallel 32 Theater Group, 
including the performance piece “Naked 
Desires”. Mission Cultural Center 2868 
Mission Street, 7pm, free. Cal 821-1155. 

10 mm 
Sometimes a hard woman is good to find 
- Internationally known novelist Tariq Ali 
discusses her latest book The Stone 
Woman, a family saga taking place in the 

final years of the Ottoman Empire. 
Modem Times 888 Valencia, 7:30pm, free. 
Call 282-9246. 

Nothing’s so rare as a day (or night ) 
with June - Harlem bom poet June Jordan 
hosts this reading series of writers from 
her Poetry for the people program. 
Intersection for the Arts 446 Valencia, 
8pm, $5 (suggested donation). Call 626- 
2787 

11 wfmm 
Kosher Kerouac - Alan Kaufman reads 
from Jew Boy, a story of self discovery, 
cultural identity crisis and hitchhiking 
across the country. Modem Times Books 
888 Valencia Street 7:30pm, free. Call 
282-9246. 

12 TWKPAV 
From gutter to gallery - Reception for 
Mission Detritus, a group show of pieces 
made from objects the artists found on the 
street and combined with pizza boxes, jig¬ 
saw puzzles and other outre items. 
Cultural Cache Gallery 731 Florida @ 
20th, 7pm., free. Show runs through, call 
642-2360 
More trashy art - Reception for Gather, 
a exhibition of the works of four sculptors 
also using found and recycled objects. 
Between them and the Mission Detritus 
group there must have been a lot of activi¬ 
ty around local dumpsters. Crucible Steel 
Gallery 2050 Bryant, 6pm, free. Call 648- 
7562. 

13 FBiPAY 
Sor Juana, Hoy - Well known Mexican 
actress and human rights actress Ofelia 
Medina performs a theatrical piece 
inspired by the life of Sor Juana Ines de la 
Cruz a 17th Century writer and feminist. 
The $30 ticket price includes a pre-show 
Mexican dinner. Mission Cultural Center 
2868 Mission Street, dinner at 7, perfor¬ 
mance at 8. Cal 821-1155, Advance tickets 
at Modem Tunes Books. 888 Valencia. 

14 mm 
Country bros - Old time country & 
“brother harmonies” by Jim Nunnaly and 
Dix Bruce. Atlas Cafe 3049 20th Street @ 
Alabama, 4pm, free. Call 648-1047 

Righteous sister-Actress/activist Ofelia 
M Edina gives a talk in the current state of 
the rights of indigenous people in Mexico, 
SF Women’s Building 18th@ Valencia, 
7:30pm, $30. A benefit for the children of 
Chiapas. Call 642-4079. Advance tickets 
at Casa Bonampak 3321 24th Street. 

Wild Child - Three short films by 
writer/educator Abigail Child deal with 
homelessness, prostitution and Manhattan. 
Artists’ Television Access 992 Valencia, 
8:30pm, $5. Call 824-3890 

is mw 

North Mission History Tour - professor 
Max Kirkenberg of SFSU conducts this 
walking tour of the long and colorful his¬ 
tory of San Francisco’s oldest neighbor¬ 
hood. Meet at Ti-Couz 3108 16th Street, 
9:30am, free. 

Biker rally - Over 200 bikers are expect¬ 
ed to ride under the Shanti flag from 16th 
and Valencia in the Mission to the Russian 
River in the Fourth Annual Ride for Life 

benefiting people living with AIDS and 
HIV. Motorcyclist interested in participat¬ 
ing in the event should pre-register by call¬ 
ing Ron Perri at 674-4720 or www. shanti- 
rides.org. 

16 IA0ND/Y 
Swamp things - Alumni writers from the 
Marsh Theater return to their boggy old 
alma mater for some snappy spoken word 
performances. The Marsh 1062 Valencia , 
8pm, $6. Call 826-5750. 

17 mm 
Be nice - St. Luke’s Hospital is holding 
volunteer orientation sessions for any 
body interested in spreading a little kind¬ 
ness to the ailing. Volunteer opportunities 
exist for everything from magazine cart to 
x-ray lab to externships in outpatient 
surgery. Volunteers and Auxiliary 
Department, 1st floor, St. Luke’s Hospital 
3555 Cesar Chavez, 3-5pm Call 641- 

6538. 

18 WFPNKDAY 
Hooks on books and everything else - 
Prolific author, cultural analyst and femi¬ 
nist bell hooks reads from her latest work 
All About Love. Intersection for the Arts 

446 Valencia, 8pm, $5-15. Call 626-2787. 

19 TWtW 
Attack of the mutant tomatoes - 
National Director of Organic Consumers 
Association Ronnie Cummins talks about 
the health and environmental hazards of 
genetically engineered foods and what to 
do about them. Modem Times Books 888 
Valencia 7:30pm, free. Call 282-9246. 

Wall greening - Maestra muralist Susan 
Cervantes teaches you everything you 
need to know about creating your own 
mural from raising funds to finding the 
appropriate wall. Precita Eyes Mural Arts 
and Visitors Center 2981 24th Street, 7pm, 
$30. Pre-registration required call 285- 
2287 

20 TODAY 
Something thrillin’ and Brazilian - 
Claudio Marcantonio presents Brazilian 

Rose a musical spectacular with that old 
bosanova beat. Mission Cultural Center 
2868 Mission Street, 8pm, $8. Call 821- 
1155 

Romancing the pre-Columbian stones - 
Reception for the Oreja Club makers of 
fine pre-Columbian replica jewelry. 
Encantada 908 Valencia, today at 6pm 7 
tomorrow at noon, free. Call 642-3939 

mKScBVS 

sevetyn^eoHsol 

The Newest Mission District Landmark! 

“Traditional and Innovative 
Mexican Food" 

Mexican Beer and Wine 

508 Valencia St. @ 16th 
San Francisco 621-4358 

Come Dance With Us! 

Danceworkouts at 

The Women’s Building 
3543 18th St. between Valencia and Guerrero 

Tuesday and Thursday 
10:00am 6:00pm 

Saturdays 
10:00am 11:00am 

For a complete Rhythm and Motion Dance Cen¬ 
ter schedule please call 415-621 -0643 or visit 

www.rhythmandmotion.com 
Get Your first three Danceworkouts for Free! 

Call us to take advantage of this offer! 

Rhythm and Motion also offers workouts and dance classes for adults and kids at the 
1133 Mission St. Studio and other locations throughout the city. Classes include: W. African, 

Modem, Hip Hop, Brazilian, Swing, Tango, Jazz, Yoga, Flamenco and more. 
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21 mm 
Which public school really rocks? - 
Parents of pre-schoolers should take 
advantage of this one stop op to meet the 
new superintendent of schools and repre¬ 
sentatives from every public school in the 
city. Moscone Elementary School 2576 
Harrison , 9am-noon, free. Call 241-6565. 

Hillbilly history -A Night ofPotrero Hill 
History includes videos from the Potrero 
Hill Archives , then and now photos, a 
CD-ROM history and interviews with 
long-time residents. Goodman Building 2 
1695 18th Street 6pm, free. Call 401-8081 

22 mm 

Opera comes to Capp Street - The ever- 
inventive Ina Chalis Ensemble performs 
Die Fledermauss- all of it Community 
Music Center 544 Capp Street 4pm, $10. 
Call 647-6015 

23 MONDAY 
Grownups - 42 Up is Michael Apted’s lat¬ 
est installment of a documentary begun 
1964 when he interviewed 14 children 
aged seven years. Apted has returned 
every seven years (14 Up, 21 Up, 28 Up, 
35 Up) to chronicle the lives of this group 
of ordinary people now aged 42. Roxie 
Cinema 3117 16th Street, Runs 10/23-24, 
1:30, 4:40, 7:00, 9:30. $7. Call 863-1087. 

24 TVKDAV 
Is it still Frisco? - Discussion of work 
that comments on the changing economic 
face of the city and the hidden history of 
neighborhoods. Intersection for the Arts 
446, $5 (suggested donation), 8pm. Call 
626-2787. 

>« i. 
Alzheimer’s support group - Open dis¬ 
cussion for family members facing the cri¬ 
sis of Alzheimer’s disease. 30th Street ser¬ 
vices 225 30th Street, 10am, free. Call 
800-660-1993. 

25 WFPNKDKf 
Bookies - Novelists Olivia Boler (Year of 
the Smoke Girl) and Jack Pantaleo ( 
Mother Julian and the gentile Vampire) 
read from their work. Bird and Beckett 
Books & Records 2788 Diamond street, 
7:30pm, free. Call 566-3733. 

Sonny night - Sonny Smith, Bernal 
Heights answer to Randy Newman, brings 
his talents to bear at the Paradise Lounge 
(upstairs) 308 11th Street, 10pm, $5. Call 
621-1912. 

Gory story - The Labor Video Project 
screens Behind the Charade: Workers 
Voices in D2K the real deal on the LA 
Democratic Convention, rubber bullets, 
nightsticks and all. Artists Television 
Access 992 Valencia, 7:30pm, $5. Call 
282-1908. 

26 HWHMY 
Tricky stuff - Brian Bouldrey reads from 
his new novel Love the Magician, the story 
of gay man’s visit to his lovers grave in 
Tucson and his encounters with the old 
friends hiding deadly secrets he reconnects 
with there. Modem Times Books 888 
Valencia, 7:30pm, free. Call 282-9246 

2« mm 

Kickoff event - ABADA Capoeira kicks 
off Best of Brazil Week with an opening 
reception for a new visual showcase of 
Brazilian history at their San Francisco 
Center 2376 Mission, 3-5pm, free. Call 
284-6196. A week of special events fol¬ 
lows. See article on page 20. 

Trick or freak flicks - Pycho-A-Go-Go 
with Tommy Kirk and John Carradine, 
Walter Cronkites UFO Friend or Foe? and 
the Mask in 3-D 9glasscs provided plus 
Godzilla shorts ( boxers or briefs?) and 
free cookies. Artists Television Access 
992 Valencia , 8:30pm, $5. Cal 824-3890. 

Hill Jinks - Potrero Hill Live includes 
rock, acoustic and chamber music, acro¬ 
bats, theater, DJs and more at five , possi¬ 
bly more venues on Potrero Hill including 
Bottom of the Hill, Thick House and 
Bloom’s Salooa Plus Make-A-Circus on 
the streets. A benefit for Potrero Hill 
Neighborhood House. Starts at 5pm and 
goes into the night. Call 401-8081 for 
details. 

29 mm 
Monster mash - Community Music 
Center’s Sunday Afternoon Concert Series 
presents a family style, musical Halloween 
happening. 544 Capp Street 4pm, free. 
Call647-6015. 

Dead artists speak - Talk with some of 
the artists who create those exotic and 
whimsical Day of the Dead altars. 
Encantada 908 Valencia Street 3pm, free. 
Call 642-3939 

30 MONDfff 
Charlie’s family - members of Charlie 
Varon’s Performance Workshop show 
what they’ve learned from the Professor of 
Performance. The Marsh 1062 Valencia , 
8pm, $6. Call 826-5750 

31 mm. 

Spooky kids stuff - A Halloween party 
for youngsters with haunted house and 
costume contest. Columbia Park Boys and 
Girls Club 450 Guerrero, 7pm, free. 

OMiOiMi 
History tours of the hood -Lead by local 
historian Rodney Hauge explore the multi¬ 
cultural past labor and more . Noon- 1pm, 
October 3, 6,12,18 21, 29 & other dates. 
Call 332-5800 ext 116. 

Free admission - To the Academy of 
Sciences in Golden Gate Park - Present a 
drivers license or other ID to show you 
live in the 94110 zip code and get in free 
on October 13, 14 and 15. 

Walk a p recent for Proposition L - 
Show up at 409 Clayton (between Oak and 
Page) at 10am, Saturdays. 

Fed up? - Ebony Over Eaters Anonymous 
meets every Saturday 1:30-2:30pm. 601 
Dolores Street @19th. 

SFSPCA volunteer orientation - Cat 

socializes, dog walkers and adoption 
counselors are needed Saturdays October 
14, 21 & 28, 10am -2pm, 243 Alabama 
Street. Call 554-3087. 

OtvGOilvO 

flvKIMilVMtlvT 
Cine Club - Thursday of the dead films 
10/5 The seventh Seal, 10/12 Doha Flor 
and Her Two Husbands, 10/19 The Sixth 
Sense, 10/26 A Time to Die (based on a 
story by Gabriel Garcia Marquez) Mission 
Cuktural Center 2868 Mission Street, 
7pm, $1. Call 821-1155. 

Yaelisa & Caminos Flamenco Company 
- Live outdoor performance at 8pm,($8) 
followed by DJ Ron spinning Latin House, 
R&B and funk at 10, no cover. Every 
Wednesday at El Rio 3158 Mission Street 
Call 282-3325. 

Objects in Predicaments - A puppet show 
for kids. October 7,8,14 &15. The marsh 
1062 Valencia , 1:30pm, $8-10 Call 826- 
5750. 

Fear and Misery of the Third Reich - 
Bertolt Brecht’s rarely performed work on 
the early years of Nazi Germany. Build 
483 Guerrero, Friday and Saturday 
October 27-28, $10. Call 751-0439 or 
www. theaterrhubarb com 

The Collected Works of Billy the Kid - 
Based on Michael Ondaatjc’s first novel, 
this non traditional look at the life of the 
famous outlaw is designed by John Sowle 
of Kaliyuga Arts. The Marsh 1062 
Valencia , Preview October 5 &6, runs 
Thursday -Saturday through November 4, 
$12-18. CaU 826-5750 

Asylum Night - Audience members wiU 
be ’’inside” these five dance pieces which 
are linked by the concept of asylum. 
Studio 210 3435 Cesar Chavez @ Valencia 
, October 27-29, 8pm, $10. Call 273- 
5890. 

Moonlight - Harold Pinter most recent 
full-length play contains angst for all sea¬ 
sons. Potrero Hill Playhouse 953 De Haro 
@ 22nd, October 6-28 ( no show October 
26) 8:30pm, $20 opening night & $10 

thereafter Call 824-2687 or www. last- 
plane ttheater.com. 

Live Nude Girls - The labor organizing 
efforts of San Francisco strippers which 
created the first exotic dancers’ union in 
the country arc chronicled in this docu¬ 
mentary film. Roxie Cinema 3117 16th 
Street October 6-19, 6, 8, 9:45, matinees 
Sat., Sun . & Wed. at 2 & 4, $7. Call 863- 
1087 

Live Bluegrass - Every Thursday at 8pm 
no cover. 10/5 The Dark Hollow band, 
10/12 The Bluegrass Intentions , 10/19 
Stnngbean 10/26 Open jam for all acoustic 
players Atlas Cafe 3049 20th Street. Call 
648-1047 

Hollis Mugley’s Only Wish - A bizarre 
comedy about a black family’s straggle 
with purity, food obsession and paranoia. 
Intersection for the Arts 446Valencia, 
Through October 16, 8pm, $9-15. Call 
626-3311. 

Naked Boys Singing! - Title tells all. The 
seven-member sort of Chippendale Glee 
Club ca«t belts out 16 original tunes such 
as Gratuitous Nudity while buck-naked. 
Theatre Rhinoceros 2926 16th street, 
September 9- October 22, Wed-Fri 8pm 
SaL 5 & 8, Sun. 3 & 7, $20-25. Call 861- 
5079. 

Hot ‘n’ Throbbing - A suburban family’s 
struggles with domestic violence and sex¬ 
ual identity in this dark comedy by Paula 
Vbgel. Venue 9 252 9th Street Thursday - 
Saturday through November 4, 8pm, $15-' 
20 (Thursdays are Pav-What-You-Can 
Day) Call 289-2000. 

Weill at Heart - A 15-member cast per¬ 
forms a tribute to the cabaret songs of 
Kurt Weill with lyrics by Bertolt Brecht, 
Langston Hughes, Moss Hart and otters 
Friday -Sunday October 13-29. Goat Hall 
400 Missouri Street, Fri. & Sat 8pm Sure 
7pm $12. CaU 289-6877. 

God’s Donkey: A Play on Moses - This 
updating of the Exodus story includes 
blues, jazz, humor and some of the original 
Hebrew dialog. A Traveling Jewish 
Theater 470 Florida street October 12 
-November 19, 8pm Thurs-SaL 2 & 7 Sun. 
Call399-1809 

NOCTURNAL MON-SAT 7 30 TO ROUND MIDNIGHT 

1109 Valencia St near 22nd • 824-7559 

mUHNCDA 
VALENCIA CYCLERY 

.4 

Bicycles by 
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‘Wfeefckair AccessiBU j**j**vjr 

Reservations Accepted Credit Cards Welcome 

CAFE AR.GUELLO 
Fine Dining in a Lovely, Gentle Setting 

CLASSIC SPANISH DINNERS 

AMERICAN FAVORITES 

WINE AND BEER 

TAPAS BAR 

Open Daily at 5<P.M. (except Mondays) 

1499 Valencia at 26th 415.643.3160 Day of the Dead 2000 

ABADA Capoeira 
Brazilian Cnltural Academy jb>|L 
2376 Mission (at 20tn) • 5F • (415) 284-6196 • wivw.abada.orgIIP* 

1 Capoeira teens train FREE! 

1 Classes for ages 5 to adultg 

> Afro-Brazilian Dance §1 

eLanguage j 

LmwdA CAPOSI*£i 

Low Fee 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New College of California 
COMMUNITY COUNSELING 

CENTER 

Experienced Therapist Interns 
providing individual, couples and 
family therapy to the community. 

777 Valencia Street 

(415) 437-3456 

By Elizabeth Ashford 

Our ancestors are returning on 
November 2nd, and the Mission is 
getting ready to greet them with 

two of the neighborhood’s finest Dia de 

los Muertos (Day of the Dead) traditions: 
The annual community procession orga¬ 
nized by Rescue Culture Collective 
(RCC), and the Mission Cultural Center’s 
(MCC) altar exhibition 

While the Mission’s contemporary 
Dia de los Muertos festivities date back to 
1973 - when artists at Galena de la Raza 
began organizing the Rooms for the Dead 

exhibit - this important holiday has been 
celebrated in Mexico for over 3,000 years. 

The ancient Aztecs held complex 
beliefs about the afterlife, and devoted two 
calendar months to observances for the 
dead. After the Spanish Conquest of 
Mexico in 1521, Aztec beliefs were fused 
with Catholic symbolism and the church’s 
calendar. Dia de los Muertos celebrations 
on All Souls Day (November 2) reveal the 
holiday’s amalgamated origins; celebrants 
generally attend mass and build ofrendas, 

or altars, in homes, businesses, and public 
places. 

Even if you’re not familiar with the 
holiday’s religious meaning (and shame on 
Mission residents who aren’t), you should 
recognize its material components: paper 
mar he and sugar skulls, dioramas featur¬ 
ing skeletons in day-to-day earthly activi¬ 
ties, calaveras (satirical obituaries of still- 
living public figures) and beautiful tissue 
banners hung in shops and homes. 

In the Mission, Dia de los Muertos' 
festivities continue in the artistic flavor 
infused by Galena de la Raza in the early 

70s. 

On November 2nd, the Mission 

Cultural Center’s will open it 25th annual 
altar exhibition. Themed Campo Santo, La 

Ultima Parada (“The Cemetery, The Last 
Stop”) the exhibition will feature 27 Dia 

de los Muertos altars created by local 
artists and students from local high 
schools. 

This year the MCC is breaking from 
past exhibition tradition by requiring 
artists to create old-school ofrendas to 
deceased individuals. “In the past, we’ve 
accepted more conceptual altars - created, 
for example, for victims of domestic vio¬ 
lence. But we want a return to tradition; 
shrines to individuals that feature tradi¬ 
tional elements like food, water, liquor, 
pan de muerto (“bread of the dead”), flow¬ 
ers and candles” says Armando Ortiz, a 
member of the MCC’s board of directors. 

The MCC’s decision evolved in 
response to the challenges Mfaced by the 
Mission’s Latino community. “We’ve all 
been affected by gentrification,” says 
Ortiz. An exhibit of traditional altars, he 
continues, “expresses our desire to keep 
our customs alive in the community.” 

In the MCCs smaller gallery, a small 
cemetery featuring tombs from different 
cultures will be recreated, including 
Haitian \bodoo and Aztec water tombs. 
The public is invited to the exhibit’s open¬ 
ing reception at 7 p.m. on November 2nd 
at the MCC’s (2868 Mission Street). 

Don’t let that be your last stop, 
though! Celebrants should also check out 
the RCC’s 10th annual Dia de los Muertos 

procession on the evening of November 

2nd. Since 1990, the RCC has been gath¬ 
ering artists, poets, musicians and neigh¬ 
bors together for the Mission procession, 
which culminates in a ceremony to call the 
four directions and their symbolic ele¬ 
ments: north (earth), south (fire), east (air), 
west (water). 
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This years’ processional theme is 

“Youth in Revolution”, in honor of 

Mission youth who’ve died from gang vio¬ 

lence and disease. 

The RCC will be staging events in all 

four comers of the processional space 

boarded by Mission, Biyant, 24th and 25th 

streets. “Each comer will represent a 

direction and its element,” says RCC 

designer Rosa De Ander, “For example, 

we’ll have an aerial dance troupe in the 

east comer, and fire-eaters in the south.” 

The procession will then head to Garfield 

Park - where the RCC will have erected 

five altars - and Aztec dancers will per¬ 

form. 

“In San Francisco there are very few 

cemeteries. Because there aren’t places to 

gather, it’s hard for Latinos to honor their 

ancestors,” says De Ander. “The proces¬ 

sion fills this void. It’s very emotional, but 

also exhilarating.” 

This year’s procession is bigger than 

ever before. “In the past, only those at the 

head of the procession could see the end- 

of-procession ceremony,” says De Ander. 

“But because we had a bigger budget this 

year, we can stage events in all four cor¬ 

ners of the processional space, so everyone 

can see and participate.” 

A $3,000 grant from the San 

Francisco Arts Commission - and $500 

from the Mission Merchants Association - 

helped make the expanded procession pos¬ 

sible. 

“This is the first year RCC applied for 

this grant, and I’m happy they did.” says 

Liz Lerma, the Arts Commission’s 

Community Arts and Education Program 

Director. 

Lerma - the former director of Galena 

de la Raza and a longtime Dia de los 

Muertos participant - believes the festivi¬ 

ties will survive the Mission’s current gen- 

trification crisis. “The celebrations will 

continue, independent of what else hap¬ 

pens. It’s an important cultural festival that 

gives a wanted and needed spiritual voice 

to the community.” 

The RCC is holding workshops each 

Sunday until November 2nd to build deco¬ 

rations and props for the procession and 

altars. For more information about this, or 

the procession, call Rosa De Ander at 415- 

864-1450. For more information on the 

MCC’s exhibition, or to volunteer, call 

415-821-1155. 

Muertos Happenings 
“Day of the Dead in the Mission ” - Dia 

de los Muertos art exhibition runs October 

16- November 2. Day of the Dead 

Celebration November 1 & 2 at 6pm with 

lighting of the candles, blessing of the 

altar, pan dulce and chocolate. Artbeat 

Gallery 3226 21st Street. Call 648-3721 

Community Celebration November 2 - 

Makeup artist Nancy Obregon designs 

your skull face in the syle of Posada at 

6pm Bring a candle for the lighting of the 

community altar at 7pm. Encantada 

Gallery 908 Valencia. Call 642-3939 

Chicanos en Mictlan: Dia de los Muertos 

in California - Exhibit. Opening 

Reception Friday, October 6, 6-9pm, with 

live music performed by The Dr. Loco 

Band and food from Maya restaurant. The 

Mexican Museum, Fort Mason Center, 
Bldg. D. Runs through December 31. Free. 

Images from Dia de los Muertos - Film 

Screening. Part of Cine Accion’s 8th annu¬ 

al jCine Latino! Festival Sunday, Sep. 17, 

1:30pm, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 

701 Mission St. Call (415) 978-ARTS. 

Death and Memory: Mexico’s Dia de los 

Muertos Altar Exhibit - Opening 

Reception October 6, 5-9pm. Museum of 

Craft and Folk Art, Bldg. A, Fort Mason 

Center, uns through November 26. Call 

(415) 775-0990. 

A Walk Through Mictlan - Guided tour of 

exhibit, includes special presentations by 

altar-makers, Ofelia Esparza, and Yolanda 

Garfias Woo. Saturday, October 7, 1pm. 

The Mexican Museum, Fort Mason 

Center, Bldg. D. Free with Museum 

admission. Call (415) 202-9700. 

Window for the Dead: Youth 

Explorations of Death - Exhibit by RAP 

Students. Opening Reception Saturday, 

October 21, l-3pm. Galeria de la Raza, 

2857 - 24th St. (at Bryant). Free. Runs 

through November 4. Call (415) 826- 

8009. 

Papel Picado: Family Sunday Workshop 

with Carmen Lomas Garza, Sunday, 

November 12, l-3pm. Room 260, Bldg. C, 

Fort Mason Center. Free. 

Labyrinth of Cultures/ Laberinto de 

las Culturas - Exhibit/lnstallation curat¬ 

ed by Rene Yariez. Opening Reception 

October 12, 6-10pm. Runs through 

November 2. SOMARTS. Labyrinth open 

Tuesdays - Sundays, 12 noon^tpm. Free. 

Call (415) 552-1770, ext. 350. 

SchooUtouse of Spirits/ Escuela de los 

Espiritus - Special Area for children and 

adults. Papier mache, painting, and paper 

cutting workshops; leam about Day of the 

Dead traditions; create and display art¬ 
works; write letters to departed loved ones. 

Call (415) 552-2131, ext. 111. 

Spirit Lounge/ Cabaret de los Espiritus - 

Dead Space equipped with video projec¬ 

tion, fog machines, black lights, and 

sound system, available for receptions and 

Halloween celebrations. Call (415) 552- 

1770, ext. 3. 

A 

A 

A 
* 

A 
A 

88 

♦ 
A 
A 
• 
A 

A 
* 

A 

A 

* 

e/ 

EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7 p.m. 
Botanas 

COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool Tables 

CD Playe^ 

16th, & Caff It. 

A 

* 

« 
a 

* 

* 
a 
» 
* 
♦ 
* 
* 
♦ 

« 
A 

* 
« 
* 

A 

* 

# 
A 

* 

626 

now*serving weekend brunch 

j *1 4 f 

Southern French 
'JmTj Cooking in a 
ifjsstalgic carnival 

atmosphere 

995 Valencia Street @ 21st 
415.821.3210 •Trt/ww-.ringx3.com 

nim&n ranch natural burger*, free-range chicken, 

gardenburger*. all beef natural hot dog*, 

freshly cut french fries, 

double rainbow ice cream milkshake* 

order by phone 415-824-3494 

open 11 to 11 everyday 

807 Valencia street at 19th 

coming to the new san francisco international airport in September 2000! 

HARRINGTON BROS. 

Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 

599 VALENCIA (at 17th) 

(415) 861-7300 

We Buy & Sell Everything 

for Home & Office 

Old, Like New & Antique 

10 a.in. to 6 p.m. Monday thru Saturday. 

AI ujor Credit Curds Accented 
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GENTRIFICATION CAN HELP 
ARTISTS FIND CORE VALUES 

lace. No one familiar with the cultural 
life of such world-class cities as 
New York and L A can deny that 

San Francisco’s arts scene is thoroughly 
second-rate. An afternoon spent touring 
the exclusive galleries of Rodeo Drive or 
an evening at a classy' Broadway show 
should impress upon any San Franciscan 
who doubts it that the creative spirit is 
capable of considerably more sophistica¬ 
tion than the gaudy murals, puerile per¬ 
formance art and maladroit dance that for 
all too long have preyed upon the dull 
sensibilities and small-town esthetics of 
our still predominantly provincial popu- 

It would, of course, be wrong to 

blame San Francisco’s artists, musicians 
and dancers for the innate lack of ability 
which their work betrays. Far more con¬ 
temptible—especially to ragged inner- 
city homesteaders like myself—are the 
w hining and griping of these effete no-tal¬ 
ents as rising rents force them (not a 
moment too soon) from the Mission and 
other up-and-coming neighborhoods. 
After all, why should those of us who 
every day straggle with the hardships of 
the new urban frontier—the cruel and 
unusual zoning restrictions, the narrow 
streets with their lemming-like pedestri¬ 

ans, the inexcusable dearth of quality 
national franchises—feel pity for such 
overgrown adolescents who will soon be 

enjoying the comforts of their parents’ 
basements in the leafy suburbs whence 
they came? 

What is truly pitiful, though, is that 
even as these pimply poseurs act out their 
pus-fueled rage through street protests, 
“sit-ins” and other petulant displays, they 
seem to have lost sight of some very 
important truths: that creativity is 
spawned by adversity, that necessity is the 
mother of invention, and that real artists 
would never be so lacking in resourceful¬ 
ness as to allow something as trifling as 
rent increases to distract them from pur¬ 
suit of their dreams. 

Clearly, it is incumbent upon those of 
us whose uncompromising quest for 
excellence is revolutionizing the cultural 
life of The City to provide leadership to 
local artists and prove to them that cre¬ 
ativity can thrive even when the cost of 
living is high: I myself, for example, have 
a very substantial mortgage on my 
live/work loft and other real estate invest¬ 
ments. Yet I did not for one moment allow 
this to prevent me from preparing my cre¬ 
ative project for Burning Man this year. 

For even though maintaining my 
executive lifestyle necessitates working 

long hours m the Valley, I remained true 
to my artistic vision by delegating: paying 

a team of day laborers $4.00 an hour to 
construct the magnificent multimedia 
operetta which was the centerpiece of my 
company’s theme camp. And anyone 
who saw “@tlantis”—a very timely alle¬ 
gory in which minimum wage laws, envi¬ 
ronmental protections and other Big 
Government regulatory schemes bring 
about the tragic demise of an island race 
of trans-human warrior-entrepreneurs— 
will agree that it was infinitely more cut¬ 
ting-edge than what passes for perfor¬ 
mance in the Mission or SoMa. 

It is high time, then, that San 
Francisco’s wannabe artists gave up their 
pointless protests and instead learned to 
leverage the opportunity which The City’s 
improving demographics present: by 
emulating their new neighbors, they will 
rediscover nothing less than the core val¬ 
ues of their professed calling. For are not 
true artists—be they the young executive 
with his Burning Man theme camp, the 
hip restaurateur with his hot new bistro, or 
the daring developer with his next-gener¬ 
ation live/work complex—enlightened 
beings, possessed of a triumphant vision 
that transcends rent increases, evictions 
and all the other mundane material mat¬ 
ters which weigh so heavily on the petty 
minds of our local bohemians? 

4 Recycle used motor oil in a secured container. 

4 Drain your oil filter overnight and place it 
in a leak-proof plastic bag. 

4 Leave latex paint in the original can. 

4 Call 1-800-449-7587 to schedule your pick-up. 

Remember to leave your materials outside on the 
day of the pick-up. You don't have to be home at 

the time of collection. You can recycle up to 5 
gallons of used motor oil and 7 gallons of 

latex paint per pick-up. 

This service is available to all residents 
of the City and County of San Francisco. 

Funded by the San Francisco Hazardous Waste Management 
Program (415) 554-4333, through a grant from the California 

SFHazwaste.org integrated Waste Management Board. 

4 
R ECYCL E 
USED OIL 

Visit Good Vibrations, the Bay Area’s 

“clean, well-lit place” to buy sex toys, books and videos. 

•women-owned and operated ‘friendly, knowledgeable staff 
•wide selection—from educational to erotic 

Good 
Vibrations 

Open Sun.-Thurs. I lam-7pm; Fri.'and Sat. I lam-8pm 

San Francisco 
1210 Valencia Street 
(415) 974-8980 

Berkeley 
2504 San Pablo Ave. 

(510) 841-8987 

www.goodvibes.com H2 BUY-VIBE 

Arriba Juntos 

Tech n®l«gy 

Center 

Now Offering. 

Office Skills Training: Word 

Processing, Spreadsheets, 

Internet, Windows 95/98 

Introduction to Computers and 

the Internet (in Spanish) 

Free computer access during 

drop-in hours 

Orientations for Computer Training 

Every Thursday at 9:30 

Call for details! 
Computer Training: 487-7830 

Other Services: 487-3240 

Also available at Arriba Juntos: 

Employment Services 

Job Information Center 

The Health Careers Training for 

Certified Nurse Assistant and 

Home Health Aide 

Employment Development 

Department (EDD) Services 

1850 Mission Street San Francisco, CA 94103 
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fecial One Day 
Compost Bin Sale 

Saturday, October 14th 
9AM-3PM Rain or Shine1 

Face It, Your Gym Sucks 

While 
supplies last! 

WRIGGLY WRANCh 
Worm Bin 

Great for apartments and 

small spaces 
Fun for kids and adults 
25” tall x 16” x 18” - 

For food scraps 

Location: 7th Avenue & Lawton, 
across from the Garden for the 
Environment at the pumpkin patch 

■ Cash. Check or VISA/Mastercard 
> Offer for San Francisco residents with valid ID 
> Only two bins per household 

(previous year buyers included) 

HOME COMPOSTER 
Backyard Composter 
Convenient, no turning 

required 

Easy assembly 
32” tall x 32” diameter 

For food and yard trimmings 

Golden Gate Park 

© 
N 

Lincoln Way 

Judah St. 

Lawton St. 

Fell 

Oak 

-7th Ave. 

Q Bin Sale 

Sponsored by: 

The City and 
County of 
San Francisco 

Coordinated by: 

San Francisco 
League of Urban 
Gardeners 
(415) 285-7565 

333 VALENCIA ST. (WAR t+TH STj 
626-8360 OR WyW.VAlBKlASTRKWOSaiCOtA 

•LOCAL RESIDENTS 

ONLV 

Offer expires 11/1/0 

KING'S REFRIGERATION 
Serving the Community for 37 Years!! 

WE BUY, SELL ft SERVICE 
Refrigerators 

Dryers 

Washing 

Machines 

2793 16th Street 
Between Folsom snd Harrison 

431-0255 

Come see the plans Tor your 
new tie Young Museum 

My de Young 

Exhibition of plans 

for the new de Young open 

through December 2000: 

de Young Museum, 
Golden Gate Park, 

San Francisco 

I'm a kindergarten teacher and I 

show tnv kids this shoe when we 

studv recycling. “You can create 

beauty out of anything,” I tell 

them. I’m so glad the people of 

San Francisco are building a new 

home for me students to come 

experience art in Golden Gate Park. 

The San Froncisco 
Foundation 
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Ntjpomop 
edited by Tio Yeye 

iNegocios Pequenos! 
Small Business Owners! 

^Tienes Propiedad? 
Got Property? 

Programa para Adquisicion de Propiedades 

COMERCIALES 

282-3334 x17 
Commercial Ownership Program 

Un plan singular para ayudar a los negocios pequenos 

a adquirir propiedad comercial y asegurar que su 

negocio continue en San Francisco. 

A unique Real Estate program to help small businesses 

acquire property and ensure that longstanding 

businesses stay in San Francisco. 

Mission Economic Development Association 
www.medasf.org/realestate.html ‘ ft1 
3505 20th St (@ Mission) 

YTflC makes contact Visit Mission Playground on any 
Wednesday afternoon and you’ll 
find a thriving tennis program on 

the recently resurfaced tennis courts. The 
nonprofit Youth Tennis Advantage 

Collaborative (YTAC) helps young peo¬ 
ple build character, self esteem and com¬ 
munity values through the sport of tennis. 
The program includes competition, tourna¬ 
ments, and year-round daily lessons for 
beginners and advanced players who range 
from ages 6-18, as well as tutoring and 
fncntoring services under the guidance of 
professional instructors. 

YTAC recently received a generous 
Neighborhood Park Grant from Friends of 
Recreation & Parks to fund a year’s supply 

Mayor’s New Laisson to the 
Mission and Bernal Heights 

isa Gutierrez has joined the 
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood 
Services as the Liaison to District 9 

(Mission and Bernal Heights) and to the 
Latino Community of San Francisco. 
Gutierrez replaces Erika Roman and 
comes to the Mayor’s Office as the former 
Program Director of the Mission Council 
on Alcohol Abuse for the Spanish 
Speaking, Inc., Family Day Treatment 
Program, a non-profit, family focused sub¬ 
stance abuse treatment and domestic vio¬ 
lence counseling program for Spanish 
speaking clients. 

Through her efforts in community 
outreach arid involvement, Ms. Gutierrez 
believes she is in touch with the multifac¬ 
eted needs of the Latino community with 
respect to the social and cultural issues that 
are unique to the community. As the 
Mayor’s Liaison to District 9 she is avail- 

El Chasky 
ission District Procession with 
art installations celebrates resis¬ 
tance and self-determination, 

Saturday, Oct. 14. Horizons Unlimited of 
San Francisco, Instituto Familiar de la 
Raza, YWCA Mission Girls and La Casa 
de los Jovenes Collaborate to sponsor the 
5th annual Chasky. This years theme is 
appropriately titled La Lucha Continua: 

The Struggle for Land. Procession starts 
at 5pm. Gather at Horace Mann Middle 
School, on 23rd St. between Valencia and 

Bartlett. 

El Chasky (Quechua word for “mes¬ 
senger’ ) is an event organized to empow¬ 
er our community, respond to policies of 
the moment and, more importantly, to 
teach, or pass on our history from a per¬ 
spective other than the official version. 

The Chasky connects the origin of the 

of tennis balls, a racquet stringer, two 
computers, and other equipment for use at 
Mission Playground. “YTAC’s model 
partnership with the Recreation & Park 
Department, its strong use of its own 
resources and dual academic and athletic 
components makes it a natural match for 
the Neighborhood Park Grants Program,” 
says Friends Neighborhood Parks 
Committee Chair Jack Hooper. 

YTAC’s latest venture is the Junior 

Excellence Program that will allow tire 
strongest players from various neighbor¬ 
hood sites to practice at the formidable 
Golden Gate Park tennis courts and help 
bridge the gap that limits the entry of 
inner-city kids into competitive tennis. To 
find out more about YTAC, call (415) 864- 
5818. 

able to attend community meetings and is 
the point of contact for those members of 

the district, both Spanish and English 
speaking, seeking the Mayor’s assistance. 
Lisa Gutierrez can be reached at (415) 
554-6267 or at. 

word to the event by having participants 
pass a torch from one member of the com¬ 
munity to another. Art installations are 
spiritual/ceremonial rituals of struggle and 
statements of resistance. The Chasky is 
organized around indigenous values such 
as the rescue of historic memory, earth as 
mother, self-determination, and respect for 
our differences, to name a few. 

The Mission has been honored with 
the Chasky since 1990 and is an entirely 
volunteer-run, community centered activi¬ 
ty to acknowledge resistance and the cre¬ 
ation of new alternatives (political, philo¬ 

sophical, cultural, economic, and spiritual) 
to the actual system. 

To participate in this years Chasky, 
endorse the event, teach an arts workshop 
in a school, to offer your store-front or 
space as a site for a Chasky installation, or 
for more information, call (415) 487-6713. 
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Paris and Benvolio cross swords. Photo by Alberto Rosas 

Romeo a Juliet in Cuba during 
Mardi Gras! Jpe African-American Shakespeare 

Company (AASC) presents an exotic 
ethnic portrayal of the classic love 

story of Romeo & Juliet. The amazing live 
stage play, directed by Durand Garcia, is 
the second of four productions during the 
Company’s 2000-2001 season. 

AASC was founded in 1993 by Sherri 
Young, and produces European classical 
works with an African-American perspec¬ 
tive. Its mission is to provide opportunities 
and accessibility for minority artists and 

their community to view classic stage 
plays in a manner that is inclusive of their 
cultural heritage and identity. The 
Company employs thirty actors and ten 
designers each year, with a full production 
season, an after school programs, a school 
tutoring component, and a Summer Youth 
Troupe. For more information about 

AASC, this season’s productions or to 
order tickets go to , or call (415) 333-1918. 

AACS presents Romeo & Juliet at the 
Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th Street, 
Thursday - Saturday at 8pm, and Sunday 
at 2pm. Opens October 5, runs through 
October 15. $20-23. 

Miracle Mile Makers 
MISSION MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION 

You can go to Dcea fight the mob, 
get lost in the kitchenette section 
and buy a lot of overpriced 

Swedish stuff or you can have a positive 
experience right here in the ‘hood at 
Home Remedies. Much of the furniture 
at Home Remedies comes from the 
Bradco Chair Company in Lisbon, 
Maine and exemplifies the quality and 
durability of old fashioned New England 
craftsmanship. The company was started 
by the father of Home Remedies owner 
Rachel Ambrose. 

Home Remedies is located at 1026 

Valencia www.bradcochair.com and 

wwu'. mainecottage.com Phone 826- 

2026. 

MISSION MERCHANT 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY 

OCTOBER 19 

NOON 

OXYGEN HERBAL BAR 
795 VALENCIA 

GUEST SPEAKER 
EMILIO CRUZ OF THE 
YES ON K CAMPAIGN 

ALL MERCHANTS 

WELCOME. 

TO JOIN MISSION MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION 
CALL 979-4171 

ay of the Dead 
e x h i b c i o 

reception: nov 02.- 7:00 pm 
exhibition: 1 1.02. - 11.31. 
mccla main gallery 
$3.00 

mission cultural center for latino arts 

2868 mission street @ 24th St. BART 
tel/415 821 1155 • fox/415 648.0933 
mccla@pacbell. net 

Mention this ad for your 

Xci^hl'iorhood Pix iHim'' 

When friends & family come to town, 
treat them to the elegance they deserve. 

Toon are Available by Appointment 

The Andora Inn is a fully restored 

Victorian Manor first built in 1875, 

located in the heart of San Francisco!; 

richly international Mission Distnct, 

known as one of the most extiting 

and colorful neighborhoods in the City, 

with wonderful art galleries, murals, 

bookstores/caffe and exciting 

new restaurants. 

Among the amenities you will find at the Inn: 

• Expanded Continental Breakfast 

• Five Star Serta Mattresses 

• Color TV with Remote & VCR 
(Comptmmnary VuUo Sdtctxm) 

(415) 282-0537 or 1 (800) 967-9219 
Our Fax is: 
(415) 282-2608 
Send E-Mail to: 
AndaRaSF&aol.com 

• Free Local Calls 

• Pleasant Garden Sun Deck 

• Grand Library & Tranquil Ambiance 

EUROPEAN SHARED BATH 
DEUUXE ROOMS & SUITES 

Rates are as Follows: 
•S69TOS9Q 

•$9»TOS199 

(Add 14* hotel to) 

* Discounted Rates ran Extended Sun 
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ATTENTION, SENIOR CITIZENS 

Capoeiristas at play. Photo by Branca Nitzsche p22 

ABADA Capoeira presents 
ONI BEDROOM APTS $1350 TO $1600 

MIUBLE NOW.' 
CALI NOW!! GOING FAST!/ 

• Pets 
• Laundry 
• Elevators 
• Indoor Parking 
• Central Courtyard 
• Modern Appliances 
• Section 8,Vouchers Welcome 

415-252-1333 • 286 Valencia at 14th, San Francisco 

Lanza • Redken • Nioxin • Joico • Bain de Terre • Graham Webb • • • • • 

C Holliday’s HAIR HAIR HAIR 
Happy Halloween^ 

Cuts & Styling * Color • Highlights 

Deep Conditioning Treatment ESTJJ 

3166 -find Street (at Mission) 811-9420 

® Business slow? 

Advertise! 
in the New Mission News 

Call Jane Dixon 

(415) 826-2320 

**■*■** 

The Best of Brazil 

Quality # 

Products and * 

Excellent Service * 

for Women & Men • 

By V. Miller Capoeira not too long ago was a rare 
item. The combination of game, 
martial art, and dance seemed 

another faddish import to be discarded by 
its practitioners when something new 
came down the pike. Now, the white clad 
performers are so much a part of every 
street fair and festival they seem as much a 
part of the Mission as sunny weather or the 
ubiquitous Aztec dancers. This month 
ABADA Capoeira presents The Best of 
Brazil a week-long series of events that 
should satisfy the curiosity of those unac¬ 
quainted with the robust athleticism of the 
capoeira, and delight seasoned devotees of 
this Brazilian phenomenon. 

Capoeira evolved among African 
slaves in Brazil as a means of both cultur¬ 
al and physical survival. Its dance aspect 
was used as a way of exchanging religious 
practices and dance between tribes with no 
common language. Its martial arts compo¬ 
nent, which uses the legs almost exclu¬ 
sively, developed because slaves hands 
were usually chained. Non-African 
Brazilians so feared capoeira’s power that 
it was banned until 1937. 

On Saturday, October 28, from 3 to 
5pm a kick-off reception for a visual time 
line of capoeira’s 300-year history will be 
held at the ABADA Capoeira/ Brazilian 
Culture Center at 2376 Mission Street (just 
across the street from Bruno’s). The 
founder and artistic director of the Center, 
the largest of its kind outside Brazil, 

Mestranda Marcia Treidler Cigarra will be 
on hand to talk to visitors about capoeira’s 

complex history. 

During the week those interested in 
exploring this fast growing sport will have 
the chance to attend capoeira workshops 
with some of the finest instructors in the 
world coming from Brazil, Hawaii and the 

eastern United States. 

November 3-5, the rich textures of 
Brazilian culture will be dramatically 
expressed during ODC Theater 
Performances including The Spirit of 
Brazil by Treidler’s ensemble group Ax6 
ABADA. Five renowned Brazilian 

3422 25th Street (off Mission). 
415-920-8964 

Open 11:30am to 8pm Mon-Sat 

www. thumbs up marbles. com 

Yon are welcome at Mission Dental Building 
for all phases of dentistry. 

2440 Mission St. 285-9900 

Oftpn Monday - Saturday 9-5 Tf 

Robert C. Ceniceros. D.D.S. Peter V. ReagstortC D.D.S. 
Bryan Arant, D.D.S. Ramona L Lauron. R.D.H. 

capoeiraistas will be in San Francisco 
especially for this event. Local talent will 
be represented by Tania Santiaga and her 
Aguas da Bahia Dance Company. The new 
venue represents a growing appreciation 
of capoeira as an art form that can be 
appreciated by practitioners and spectators 
alike. 

On Sunday November 6, all skill lev¬ 
els will have an opportunity to attend a 
class on drumming and dances of the 
Orixas with master drummer Jorge 
Albade. Drummers must be on time, 10am 
sharp, have their own dram, preferably and 
atabaque (all you drummers out there pre¬ 
sumably know what that is) and pre-regis¬ 
ter. 

•i >• -. - • 

At 2pm of the same day, capoeira stu¬ 
dents will once again gather at ODC for 
ABAD A’s Ninth Annual Batizada or bap¬ 
tism ceremony. About forty new students 
are expected to graduate. During the bati¬ 
zada ceremony a master or instructor per¬ 
forms capoeira movements that puts the 
student down on the floor (not unlike a 
take down in martial arts), signifying the 
end of one game and the beginning of 
many more. Students are also given their 
capoeira nicknames and some are awarded 
cords, analogous to the various belts in 
karate. Karate students are of course not 
assessed on their musical skills as are 
capoeira students, another example of the 
unique blend of sport and art found in 
capoeira. The Batizada also includes 
teachers’ performance and concludes with 
a group dance/game with the capoeira 
community of the Bay Area. 

The final event of the week is the 
Jogos, an event begun in 1996 by 
ABADA’s founder Mestre Camisa, to 
serve as a world class competition until 
such time as capoeira becomes an Olympic 
event. Camisa’s unique scoring system 
looks to see which player in a two-person 
contest creates the best game. Points are 
awarded for rhythm, control and technique 
and in this respect is similar to gymnastics. 

This event, held at ABADA Center on 
Monday, November 6, at 6pm, will decide 
who makes the five person United States 
Team that will compete in the 2001 
International Games to be held in Rio next 
summer. 

Marcia Treidler sees The Best of 
Brazil as the culmination of her ten years 
teaching and promoting capoeira in the 
United States. 

For ticket prices, pre-registration and 
more information call ABADA Capoeira at 
(415) 284-6196 or check out 
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Mission Branch ■ Richard Pitt 

Dear Library Lady: 

This November will be the first time I 

am voting in an election and want to be 

well informed - especially in the 

Presidential race. Can I get information at 
the library? 

New Voter 

Dear New Voter: 

We have lots of voting information at 

the Mission Library as well as the other 

libraries in San Francisco. 

First of all, we have voter’s registra¬ 

tion cards in English, Chinese, and 

Spanish. We also have free newspapers 

with voter information such as the one 

from the League of Women’s Voters. 

Check the following website for more 

information on registering to vote: . 

The Internet is the best way to get cur¬ 

rent information and it is available for free 

at the library. One can get voting records, 

information on issues, and current bio¬ 

graphical information for Congress mem¬ 

bers at. One can also search for informa¬ 

tion about presidential, gubernatorial, and 

senatorial races in . The following sites 

give general as well as specific informa¬ 
tion about the 2000 elections: 

The San Francisco Public Library’s 
Government Information Center website 
can serve as a guide to even more rnlor- 

mation! Just follow these steps from an 

Internet computer: 1) Log onto the 

library’s website (, 2) click on “Search the 

Internet,” 3) click on “Government & 

Politics,” and 4) either click on “Politics 

and Elections” or on “Elections.” 

Voter handbooks in Chinese, English, 

and Spanish are at tire Information Desk 

for library use only. The San Francisco 

district map is also on display. We can use 

the Internet to find your polling place too! 

After doing all that research, you 

might be^interested in reading biographies 

about the United States Presidents, Vice- 

Presidents, First Ladies, and other govern¬ 

ment officials: 

Andersen’s Jack and Jackie: Portrait of 

an American Marriage 

Carter’s Keeping Faith: Memoirs of a 

President 

Levin’s Abigail Adms 

Moms’ Dutch 

We also own cumulative biographies 

such as the following: 

Kane’s Facts About the Presidents: 

From George Washington to Bill 

Clinton, Melendy’s and Gilbert’s The 

Governors of California: From Peter H. 

Burnett to Edmund G. Brown, Boiler’s 

Presidential Wives: An Anecdotal 
History 

I am sure that with all your research, 

you will informed decisions this election 
year! 

Happy Reading,, Library Lady 

PUPPET SHOW/TITERES 
Join us on November 4 at 12:30 p.m. 

for the Gato Colorado Puppet Show! 

Venga el 4 de noviembre a las 12:30 

p.m. para ver los titeres Gato Colorado! 

ST0RYT1MES FOR CHILDREN 
Pre-school Storytime (in English) for 

children ages 3-5 is held at the Mission 

Library every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. Pre¬ 

school videos are shown the first 

Wednesday of the month at 10:15 and 11: 

00 a m. for ages 3-5. Family Storytime in 

English is held at the Mission Library 

every Saturday at 11:30 am. Family 

Storytime in Spanish is held at the Mission 

Library every Saturday at 12:00 p.m. 

(except November 4). Come join us for 

stories, songs, and fingerplays. A short 

craft activity follows the Saturday story- 
times. 

You can send a question directly to 

Library Lady, c/o The New Mission News, 

777 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 

941110, or feel free to email her at 

Librarylady@sfpl. lib. ca. us 

modern times bookstore 

A progressive resource 

for the Bay Area. ' 

A neighborhood bookstore 

for the Mission. 

28 years of independent bookselling! 

888 Valencia Street @ 20th 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
282-9246 www.mtbs.com 

The Power of Advertising 
On waking to NPR radio the other 

day, I heard a report of the affect 

that advertising has on the sales of 

certain medicines The) talked about med¬ 

ications such as Prilosec and Clanton, two 

very popular drugs that are now being used 

much more since they have been widely 

advertised 

Obviously it is profitable for the drug 

companies to advertise them on TV, but is 

it always tn the best interests of patients 

and doctors? The same day on TV, I saw 

an advert for the drug Paxil, being adver¬ 

tised for the treatment of “Social Anxiety ” 

Paxil is a drug in the same family as Zoloft 

and Prozac, generally given for depres¬ 

sion. Seeing it advertised for social anxiety 

reflects a hugely growing trend in the pre¬ 

scription of drugs of this type. 

Originally these medications were 

given for acute and chronic depression, a 

clinical condition which needs help. 

Prozac was hailed as being a new type of 

drug with amazing effect, and written 

about in the book Listening to Prozac. 

However, another book Talking back to 

Prozac gives a very different impression of 

the side effects of this drug. 

These drugs are now given more and 

more to help people “get by” and deal with 

daily anxieties. The tendency to give quite 

powerful drugs for non-clinical situations 

is a worrying trend in drug use. Even chil¬ 

dren and pets are being given these types 

of anti-depressants It is similar to the use 

of Ritilin for symptoms of “Attention 

Deficit Disorder,” when children often 

need a very different kind of help This 

tendency to resort to drugs has made 

Americans the biggest pharmaceutical 

drug takers in the world 

Whilst it is important for people to 

have information about medicines and be 

more know lcdgeable in this area, it has to 

be questioned w hether w idespread adver¬ 

tising is the best way to do this In many 

countries, it is against the law to advertise 

medicines Advertising for mam products 

does not necessarily reflect their quality 

and it is not considered appropriate to 

adv ertise the relativ e merits of medicines, 

w hich often exploits people's concerns for 

their health. And I won’t even mention 

Viagra! 

Although we should not unquestion¬ 

ably rely on w hat our doctors tell us, is lis¬ 

tening to w hat pharmaceutical companies 

tell us any better? Perhaps not 

ATTENTION SAN FRANCISCO PARENTS OF 

■ j ;\ «h : 
Wondering where to send your child to kindergarten? 
Worried that you don’t have enough information about schools? 

Come to the FIRST ANNUAL 

Elementary School Fair 
It's your one-stop opportunity to: 

• Get to know new SFUSD Superintendent Arlene Ackerman 

• Meet representatives from every.public elementary school in SF 

• Talk with parents who have children in the public schools 

• Get the information you need to enroll your child in public school 

from Margaret Wells of the Educational Placement Center 

DATE: Saturday, October 21st 

TIME: 9:00 a.m. -12:00 noon 

PLACE: Moscone Elementary School 
2576 Harrison Street @ 22nd Street 

Free childcare available. 
Please call 415-642-6260 or email 
deena@ppssf.org to register your 
child for childcare. 

For more information, call Parents for 
This event is sponsored by: Public Schools: 415-642-6260 

Parents for Public Schools Greatschools.net San Francisco Unified 
www.parents4publicschools com www.greatschools.net School District 
Recruiting students, involving par¬ Your Free Online Guide to 
ents and improving public schools. K • 12 Schools 

San Francisco PTA 
oPMENTS 

§ PUBLIC 
fcSCHOOLS greats' is.net ABC7 IKG0-TV1 
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Ibakka Brothers Printing 
TYPESETTING • DESIGN • PRINTING 

?p Giant Color 
Banners &i 

Posters 
• up to 3ft x 12ft 

Invoices • Flyers • Logos 

Lettertieads • Envelopes 

• Postcards • Magazines • Newsletters • Labels 

Stamps • Business Cards • Presentation Folders 

1009 Valencia (at 21st) 
Ph: 826-6700 Fx: 826-6701 ^ 

Cafe / Restaurant 
FOOD & FANTASY OF SPAIN 

Home of 5(H)ANGRI(L)A 
_ r.* »_• *<* 
Monday-Thursday: 5:30-10:30 pm Friday & Satuday: 6-12 midnight 

3120 -16th Street 
431-4089 

CS fe kfdtiro 
/i 

Among the few, the only Authentic Spanish restaurant1 
Monday-Thursday: 11-3 pm, 5-10 pm 

Friday: 11-3 pm, 5-11 pm Saturday: 11-11 pm Sunday: 3-10 pm 

3292 -22nd Street 
282-8867 

Letters to 
the Editor 

Why Willie why? 
Dear Mayor Brown, 

Mayor Brown, the streets of my San 

Francisco are crying. I believed you 

Mayor Brown, when you said you would 

help. You’re so smart, so connected, so 

COMPASSIONATE. So I don’t under¬ 

stand why there is still so much sorrow on 

the street. Why are so many people dying 

of longing on my street? 

I believed you when you said you 

would give aid to the broken and the poor, 

but I see no change in the doorways at 

dawn and in the slack jawed drooling faces 

of the unconscious or, the ground in my 

neighborhood. Except for, now I see peo¬ 

ple in European footwear stepping over 

them while talking on their free floating 

phones, making reservations to eat. 

Mayor Brown, It can’t be that hard. 

Have you looked out the tinted window of 

your shiny new car lately? Our sidewalks 

are slick with filth and septic body fluids. 

The junkies shoot up openly while sitting 

on sidewalks; they frantically poke their 

scabrous arms in search of escape. Why do 

I see burned out hookers outside my house 

when I walk into the cold fog of morning? 

I’ve gotta leave this city Mayor 

Brown. After twenty-six years I’ve gotta 

leave because I'm poor and I just can’t 

watch all this despair anymore. 

There’s a new girl on my block Mayor 

Brown. Here at 16th and Folsom, there’s a 

new girl, and she’s just a kid. She cries so 

loudly while she walks our street, she cries 

like an urban banshee. Mayor Brown, she 

screams that she is starving when she asks 

for spare change, and I see her sobbing as 

she flags down tricks from the passing 

care. 

She’s nuts, she’s strung out, and she’s 

going to die Mayor Brown. She’s so thin; 

there’s nothing under her skin but crazy 

bone. Seeing her in the morning is tearing 

my heart from my chest. It ruins my day 

Mayor Brown. It mins my whole god 

damn day. 

Bana Witt, Mission Poet 

Editor, 

Willie Brown’s alleged concern with 

shiny, spotless floors makes me wonder, 

what is he tiying to hide? Is this just the 

petty preoccupation of a wealthy man or is 

he tiying to cleanse himself of his deeds? 

Lee Heller 

Amazing Greed 
Editor, 

We are amazed that San Francisco is 

allowing a total community to be uprooted 

on ignorance and greed. As Mission 

District residents for over 23 years, we 

have served on the Mayor’s Task Force for 

the Mission twice under two different 

Mayors. Our home, the Chateau Agape/ 

John McMullen House, served as a board 

and care residence for 25 low-income 

mentally disabled residents. We have also 

worked in the Tenderloin for 25 years witu 

various nonprofits and provide low 

income housing for 160 residents. So, we 

have the perspective of two worlds: that of 

a nonprofit low-income housing provider, 

and as landlords. 

In the late seventies the Tenderloin 

was besieged with developers willing to 

raze blocks of housing to build hotels and 

tourist complexes. A group of concerned 

nonprofits worked in organizing the 

Tenderloin community and City Hall to 

protect our valuable housing resource. We, 

with the help of the Planning Department, 

created height limits, zoning restrictions, 

and a mitigation program for new develop¬ 

ment. The Hilton Towers, the Miako Hotel 

and the Ramada Renaissance all con¬ 

tributed money to The Tenderloin Fund. 

Tire concept is something like this: if you 

are going to tear down something and rad¬ 

ically change our community you must 

economically support services to our citi¬ 

zens. 

The group of representatives on the 

Tenderloin Fund, which made the deci¬ 

sions, were individuals and residents of the 

Tenderloin as well as nonprofit providers. 

Control of tire money was through the San 

Francisco foundation. Nonprofit represen¬ 

tatives were limited in how often they 

could apply for funds. Another change that 

was as equally important was that the 

Planning Department agreed to send any 

potential developers to the North of 

Market Planning Coalition where they 

would present their plans and the 

Tenderloin community as a whole could 

vote to accept or reject them. Many pro¬ 

jects never got past that stage but everyone 

had a chance to hear and see the plans 

prior to any formal presentation to the City 

Planning Department. 

One of the things we feel that should 

happen in the Mission District is a strong 

effort on the part of Foundations and City 

Government (possibly the Mayor’s Office 

of Community Development and Housing) 
to develop a fund for first time low-income 

Mission District home buyers. We need to 

create vehicles to help people buy a piece 

of tire rock. We need to become our own 

Mission District landlords! 

All groups and individuals must come 

together to present ideas. We need to set 

aside our individual agendas and focus on 

the job at hand - preserving our communi¬ 

ty while allowing for some positive 

change. And change will happen - we must 

be realistic. Landlords expect some profit. 

Dot-com’s can help bring money into our 

community. How much can we tolerate? 

We must be clear and honest. 

We also need to vote. Vote out anyone 

who does not respect or feel the power of 

the community’s’ agenda. 

Leroy and Kathy Looper 

Deathgrip.com 
Editor, 

Thank you for your opinion piece in 

the 9/00 New Mission News: The Chron 

and Ex have been strangely silent on such 

cataclysmic changes to the Ci$ The Merc 

News has had more information, and so 

has the Anderson Valley Advertiser - iron¬ 

ically. 

The deathgrip williebrowacom has 

had on City politics has been terrifying. 

(And I voted for him the first time around! 

Mea culpa). When I look at the refur¬ 

bished City Hall and it’s gilded dome - all 

I can see is williebrown.com’s oversized 

head and the crown he thinks he deserves. 
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Living in the Mission over 21 years 
,I've seen a lot of changes. To me this inva¬ 
sion of MallRats has been chilling. 
They’re rude, aggressive, most unforgiv¬ 
able, and incredibly boring. 

With-m^ building sold last month, I 

expect to be among the MIAs. Maybe the 
burbs will be more interesting, since the 
burbs are taking over the City. 

Please Sign Me, What Next - a 
Staibuck’s on Mission? 

Charlotte Doering 

Editor, 

Any tactic that works to avoid dis¬ 
placement is worth considering. Having 
switched from Mission renter to Mission 
owner myself, I’m in no position to dis¬ 
agree with Judy West’s promotion of this 
move. But it is a purely personal solution. 
As the be-all and end-all of anti-displace¬ 
ment strategy, it is not particularly realis¬ 
tic. Not everyone is equally in a position to 
make use of this tactic or will care to do so. 

And what happens when a business 
owner retires or a homeowner dies? Will 
the heirs still live or work in the Mission or 
will they be the absentee profiteers of the 
future? Many of the properties being sold 
out from under tenants were owned by res¬ 
idents or local businesses at one time 

As we know, unfettered buying and 
selling of land has bid up local real estate 
prices to stratospheric levels. It’s hard to 
see how there can be a solution to this that 
doesn’t involve taking significant amounts 
of the community’s terrain out of specula¬ 
tive bidding. 

Collective forms of land ownership, 
such as development by community non¬ 
profits, cooperatives, a community land 
trust, or city ownership have the advantage 
that they can be enduring institutional 
safeguards. If I were to paraphrase Judy 
West’s rhetoric, I might characterize her as 
a “well-meaning individual who clouds 
the debate by hyping the evils of govern¬ 
ment ownership.” 

Why toss out a tactic that works? A 
number of cities in Asia and Europe have 
been able to ensure affordable housing to 
residents precisely because they own a 
large amount of their own terrain, thus tak¬ 
ing the land out of speculative bidding. 
Stockholm, Vienna, Singapore, and Hong 
Kong have all used this strategy. This can 
be combined with management of build¬ 
ings by cooperatives or nonprofits. And in 
fact, the work of the nonprofit housing 
developers in San Francisco is largely 
dependent on government funding. 

During the past decade San Francisco 
added 80,000 new residents, due to the 
boom in dot-com employment, while 
building only 10,000 dwelling units. This 
forces those who want to live here into a 
bidding war for space, in which those with 
the most money wire 

On the one hand, the city leaders were 

remiss in allowing new office develop¬ 

ment to occur without ensuring enough 

new residential construction to protect 

existing renters. 

On the other hand, it also represents a 

huge failure of the private housing devel¬ 

opment industry to provide sufficient 

product. If there is to be a big increase in 

the number of affordable dwelling units, 

it’s hard to see how this could be done 

other than by a massive city program. To 

say the city should not be involved in the 

solution is to say there will be no solution. 

Tom Wetzel 

Editor, 

Contrary to Paula Tejeda’s opinion, 
racism does have a color, it is the color of 
money. 

Ronnie Burke 

LOCAL 
ARTISTS,, 

ART L 
Kr 

CERAMICS 

PAINTINGS 
LAMPS CITY ART 
CANDLES • £2? 
MASKS VALENCIA 
PLANTS 
OBJECTS 070-9900 
FURNITURE 
PHOTOGRAPHY LOCAL 
GREETING CARDS ART 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

San Francisco 
Auto Repair Center 

(415) 285-8588 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

SMOG CHECK AVAILABLE 7 DAYS 

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC AUTO REPAIRS 

OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA SMOG STATION 

12 MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS 

• Free Shuttle Service to & from BART, Downtown & Nearby 

Neighborhoods ♦ Basic Auto Repair Classes ♦ “Do-It-Yourself' 

Membership Available ♦ Men & Women Mechanics 

• Dependable, Guaranteed Work—Honest Prices 

• Used Car Prepurchase Diagnostic Inspection Service 

• Emission Systems/Smog Test Eaiiure Diagnosis A Repair 

• Tune Up/Lube Service/Regular Maintenance 

• Cooling Systems • Radiators • Overheating 

• Timing Belts • Brakes • Clutches • General Repairs 

• Air Conditioning/Healers 

• Electrical Problems/Rewiring/Short Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism Repairs • Four- Wheel Drive Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering • CV Joint A Axle Service 

• Check Engine Light • Computer Diagnostics • Driveability 

Problems 

• Engine A Transmission Rebuilding & Replacement 

Ol CNitomlaX 

LICENSED 

SMQ^T 
CH^CK 

INSPECTION * 

REPAIR STATION . 

OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 

Q 

a 

since 1978 

(415) 285-8588 
611 FLORIDA STREET (Near 18th St.) • S.F., CA 94110 

BETWEEN HARRISON & BRYANT STREETS 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & ATM ACCEPTED 

$10 

OFF 

SMOG 

INSPECTION 

FREE 
BRAKE 

& 
SAFETY 

INSPECTION 
($42.so VALUE) 

BURGERS & BEERS 
AJ Natural burgers ♦ free Range Q*ken 

Vegetarian Menu ♦ fresWy cut french fries 

Mitcheb |ce cream, 5hahes & floats 

Great Selectionol [)raft> bottled f^ers 

33921U Street 
@ Valencia 

San Francisco, CA 9<mo 
Phone ifl5.821.W21 

OPEN 5^ DAYS 
A WEEK 

11:00 A-M- tO 10:00 P-M- 

POOD TO GO 

A Swank Neighborhood Bar 
in the Heart of San Francisco’s 

New Bohemia 
540 Valencia Street (Between 16th & 17th) 

Open 2 to 2 • Seven Days a Week.864-24 1 9 
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BUY * SELL * TRADE 
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edited by la huerfana 

for Jorge Rivera 

TO THE THIRTEENTH GEN¬ 
ERATION, 
AN INVOCATION AND A FLAG 

GET WASHED YOU BLIND 
HANDSOME OCEAN 
YOUR SKIES PLUM COLORED, 
YOUR BOATS OARLESS 
BOB IN THE MARMALADE WAVES 

The sugar crystals have been heated up 

till they melt, liquid, then crust, flaky 

with flour and shortening. 

The windows glow with light's reflection, 

across sill and wall grow a tangle of vines 

like a net for fish, 

it's thrown over the girl in the window. 

Her red lips shine. She is pressed to the glass, 

flattening her cheek as her eyes follow 

the last of this day’s light 

415-282-1901 

900 VALENCIA STREET * SAN FRANCISCO 

MON-SAT 10-10 • SUN 10-8 

♦ ♦ ♦ WWW.DOCEAREDBOOKS.COM ♦ ♦ ♦ 

YOUR HARBOR 
HAS A STONE IN ITS MOUTH. 

(a buzzing wakens in gray 
fusion as slowly the wingless 
rises. At night your strange 
heart is music learned in love. 
Where are your rites?) 

ONCE CALF WHITE, 
YOUR PROMISE IS MEMORY, 
YOUR NEED A HAZLE-WAND, 
EGGSHELL-THIN, 
WRITTEN IN AUTOGRAPH 
ON RED BLOOD CELLS. 

Elizabeth Sullivan © 2000 

16th and Mission (Feb 99) 

Death is 

A dirty angel 

Predator with gold teeth 

And mouth full of balloons 

Death smiles at me 

In sepulchral half-light, and 

I smile back 

Fourteen dollars in my hand 

Neighborhood Self-Reliance Loan Program 
Bank of Canton of California is now offering a special program that may meet your 
special financial need.' Our Neighborhood Self-Reliance Loan Program can help you 
get a loan faster tha t you think! Our program is designed to offer loans which are 
more affordable, especialiy for families with limited annual household income and 
for small businesses with limited capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purttncp of Loan Education, Job Training, Personal (family emergency 
^ ' needs), Small Business and Purchase of Commercial 

Vehicle (e.g. Truck) with commercial registration 

Clean Credit History, Annual Household Income of 
$17,000 or less for Education, Job Training, Personal; or 
Initial Capital of $30,000, or less for Small Business and 
Purchase of Commercial Vehicle 

Up to $15,000 per household or per business entity 

Up to 84 months 

5.75% Annual Percentage Rate Fixed* 

* For example, on a loan of $5000, with an 84-month term, 

monthly payment is $72.45 

Please contact Bank of Canton California Loan Representatives to 
find out more about this special loan program. 

San Francisco/Bay Area: 415/391-8912 • 415/421-5215 
415/989-4088 • 415/681-5333 

Qualifications 

Loan Amount 
Repayment 
Interest Rate 

LENDER (ED BANK OF CANTON 
Of CALIFORNIA 

A Tradition of Honest Banking 
Established in 1937 Member FDIC 

We reserve the right to change our lending prop^m, Pracuce*, current 
rate, and requirements at any time without notice. 

GET UP 
TEAR THE CLOUDS 
SING AT NOON. 

Edward Mycue © 2000 

Evening, Folsom Street 

The sun is fading from the neighborhood 

like a person backing up 

not taking their eyes off what they are leaving. 

The bells from St. Dominic’s are clanging out, 

calling goodbye. The whine of firecrackers 

going off in the park is the scent of cardboard 

burning, open flame. 

The Mexican pastry shop 

has pulled in its sign, 
the windows show stacks of sweetbread, 

round rolls lined against one another, 

the odor of burnt white sugar pulls 

at throat and belly. 

Another disciple on the street where dream die. 

Death smiles It knows a secret 

Having compressed my soul 

Into a small hard nut 

With its velvet opiate hand. 

Like an exile in the Promised Land 

I stumble through the neon arabesque 

Not knowing 

Whether to laugh or cry 

I watch my blood run down the gutter 

Seeking redemption in the eyes 

Of strangers 
Redemption between parked cars 

Redemption 

And a vein beneath the cold white stars 

William M. Bowden © 2000 

Send poetry submissions to La Huerfana at 

New Mission News, 3288 21ST Street #202, 

SF. CA 94110. 

MIKE’S LIQUORS 
2499 MISSION @21st 

550-0816 
OPEN EVERY DAY 

9AM to 2AM 
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Round World 
Music Review 

Robert Leaver 

The Doors Are Open 
Cuban roots fusion ensemble 

Mezcla will be playing at the Elbo 
Room (647 Valencia) on 

Thursday October 19 as part of their 
American tour. Mezcla was founded in ’85 
and have made several recordings combin¬ 
ing Afro-Cuban folklore with jazz fusion, 
rock and Salsa. Their recording Cantos 

with singer*Lazaro Ros was a break¬ 
through record mixing sacred songs of 
Santeria with Caribbean and Cuban popu¬ 
lar music. They will be premiering music 
from their new CD, Las Puertas Estan 

Abiertas (The Doors Are Open), on the 
current tour. 

Easily their best recording to date. Las 

Puertas smoothly grafts dance grooves 
onto Afro-Cuban rhythms. The leader of 
the group, guitarist Pablo Menendez, has 
deep connections to the Bay Area; the son 
of American jazz/folk singer Barabara 
Dane, Pablo grew up in Oakland where he 
began playing music as a child. He moved 
to Cuba as a teenager in ’66 where he stud¬ 
ied at the National Art School, played in 
the seminal Grupo de Experimentacion 
Sonora de ICAIC, and later with the 
groundbreaking group Sintesis. 

Master drummer Octavio Rodriguez, 
the musical arranger for legendary' folk¬ 
lorist Pancho Quinto, plays congas and 
percussion giving the band fundamental 
rhythm grounding. He also sings on a cou¬ 
ple swinging rumba-salsa cuts. The band 

features veterans of the Cuban jazz band 
AfroCuba while guest artists include 
Pedro Calvo, the singer from Los Van Van 
and flautist Yoel Terry. Funky bass and 
drams anchor the rhythm section, allowing 
guitarist Menendez to choose his melodic 
solos. Trumpet and Saxophone round out 
the band playing superb, punchy arrange-' 
ments. 

Also from Cuba, David Calzado y su 
Charanga Habanera have a new CD 
entitled El Charanguero Mayor, their first 
in three years. After a string of hits in the 
mid-nineties with spicy lyrics addressing 
the new Cuban reality of tourists and hus¬ 
tlers their funky new style Salsa, or Timba, 
became the dominant sound of the island. 
An energetic, even acrobatic, live band, 
they appeared in August ’97 live on televi¬ 
sion in front of tens of thousands at the 
close of the Communist World Festival of 
Youth in Havana and delivered a salacious 
performance that truly shocked the author¬ 
ities. 

The all-powerful P-Funk of salsa were 
banned for 6 months and had to cancel an 
extensive European tour. In the aftermath, 
the director, Calzado was left without a 
band, as his musicians decided to form a 
new group, Charanga Forever With no 
lack of talent to choose from he simply 
replaced the entire group with even 
younger musicians. 

Comprehensive 
Services include: 

L* HOSPITAL 

A Tradition of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in the Heart 
of San Francisco 
for 128 Years 

•24 Hour Emergency 
Department 

• Medical/Surgical 
• Maternal/Child 
• Diabetes Education 

Program (ADA approved) 

• Mental Health Program 
• Integrative Center for 

Culture and Healing 

For More Information 
Call: 
• Referral and Information 

415-821-DOCS 
(415-821-3627) 

• Maternity Information 
415-626-BABY 
(415-626-2229) 

• Outpatient Pharmacy 
415-641-6550 

• Diabetes Education 
Center 
415-641-6826 

Centrally Located 
with Available Parking 

• M.OrM. 
Millennium Occupational Medicine 

415-641-6406 

St. Luke's Hospital 
Cesar Chavez at Valencia 

San Francisco, CA 94110 
www.stlukes-sf.org 

A private community 
hospital accepting 
most insurance plans 
including Medicare 
and Medi-Cal. 

This new recording continues with 
high-energy Timba. Strong drumming and 
timbales play aggressively, the bass flows 
through complex, funky grooves, the 
singers give strong performances, espe¬ 
cially in the rap-influenced chorus vocals, 
the piano races non-stop, and the horns 
deliver soul-powered knock-out punches. 

While the lyrics may be a bit less con¬ 
troversial, they still incorporate the every¬ 
day slang of the streets of Havana with 
clever word play and lustful urgency. They 
even manage to spring some musical sur¬ 
prises such as their inclusion of a Santeria 
chant and a segue into Bob Marley’s “No 
Woman, No Cry ”__ 

Meanwhile, from Paris, Cuba’s Jos6 

Luis Cortes and NG La Banda have 
recorded a record with some African musi¬ 

cians called AfroSalsa. Featuring the 
superb female vocals of Osdalgia they mix 
makossa. zouk,. and Cuban salsa in an 
Afro-centric homage The massive horn 
section delivers an inspired performance 
and the inclusion of African vocals mixes 
well with the Cuban vocalists. While ultr- 
mately it may not be a breakthrough 
record, at least it is an attempt to connect 
music across the African Diaspora. 

Coming to the Elbo Room (647 Valencia 

between 17th <£ 18th), Thursdays in 

October: Salsa and Charanga with 

Charanzon- October 5, Salsa and Cumbia 

with Los Compos- October 12, Cuban 

Roots Fusion with Mezcla- October 19, 
Cuban Timba with Ritmo y Armonia A 

Fito Reinoso- October 26. Doors open at 

10 PM. As always, DJ BabaLoup para 

bailor y gozar. Oye 

CASA VALENCIA 

Furnished rooms for rent 
in the sunny Mission. 
Full time manager. 
Laundry rooms. Close to shopping and all forms of 
public transportation. All utilities, except telephone. 
Staff on duty 24 hours. 

For more information call 552-0825. 
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Ja' Valencia 
Grand Opening! 

Experience the 
Difference! 

~£Adnk you to dtt our cns.tovu.crs, lor hetmnst 

rndke the neuy {Jd'XAdUncid (?dle d success! 

■'VKucAds grdcidS d nticstros cl'rentes 

por contrifrtur dt eicito Act nnevo 

(sdfce {Jd'VdUncid! 

We re open from 7am to 9pm, 7 days a week, 365 days a year! 

920 Valencia @ 20th • 550-0444 

Featuring — 
Art shows, poetry readings, 
Ja'Valencia blend coffee, 

sandwiches & a great 
selection of sweet things 

Coming soon — 

Fresh squeezed juices & 
smoothies, Internet access, 

":G:ur Traditional Mexican Food 
/ • 

is fch,C irt fch,*' #a</ e-'f rea” 

CALIFORNIA STATE FAIR WINNER FOR BEST SALSA 1998,1999 AND 2000 


