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PASSION WEEK

0 TOPICS FOR DAILY SERVICES

Prepared at the request of the

Commission on Aggressive

Evangelism

BY

J. N. WEST.

“Christ also hath once suffered

for sins that He might bring

us to God.”
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Passion Week
is also

Self-Denial Week.
It is the plan of the Commission on Ag-

gressive Evangelism that Passion Week
shall be observed as a week of Self-Denial

by every member of our Church. This should

be emphatically impressed on all and a col-

lection should be taken from all our people

—a collection that would represent real self,

denial. The money thus raised will be de-

voted to some worthy cause. If this appeal

is based on gratitude to Christ, the Self-

Denial offering will be made a great spiritu-

al blessing.

“I give my life for thee, '

What hast thou given for Me?”

(The Hymns referred to are from the

Git hi Kit6b.)



Sunday* A Day of Victory.

Head Luke 19; 2S.40; Hymns 271 and

“Rajah Yiau aya.”

This was to Jesus a day of earthly popu-

larity and victory. From this pinnacle lie

looks backward over a life spent according

to Ilia Father’s will—the work completed

that His Father had given Him to do.

He looks forward to a week of suffering,

inflicted by the very people who are now
crowniDg Him. The people who are now
shouting ‘‘Hosanna’’ will soon be crying

“Crucify Him.’’ He looks forward to

scoffing, rejection, betrayal, ignominious

death. He looks forward to the Cross and

then to the Crown. N
(It is suggested that on this day all

Pastors who minister to school children and
to young people shall preach on the theme

•'What is your life?"

These questions should be emphasized,

—

“When you stand at the end of your life,

what will you look back upon? Will it be

a selfish, worldly life or one spent wholly

in the service of God? What kind of a life

are you now living? What kind u£ a life

are you planning for the future? As you
look forward you must expect the cross, and
times of humiliation, but if you are faithful

the crown will be yours.”)
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Monday. Christ’s rightful authority in
our lives.

(1) Cleansing the Temple.

Read Matt. 21 : 12-17 ; 1 Cor. 3 : 16 ;Hymns
67, 263.

Christ is within sight of the Cross, whose
blood is to redeem us. We are not our own.
We have been bought with a price, even the
precious blood of Christ. We are God’s build-
ing. Our hearts are His temples. He has
a right to come into these temples aDd east
out everything contr ary to His will. He
wants to cast out of our lives not onlj every
thing that is positively sinful, but every
thing worldly and unspiritual.

(2) The Withering of the Fig Tree.

Read Marie 11 : 12-14; 11: 20-26.

Christ showed His authority in the materi-
al world by cursing the fig tree and it

withered. He told His disciples that if they
had faith they could not only do this, but
could remove mountains.
When Christ comes to us to-day and

searches our lives what does He find? Does
He find leaves or fruit? Does He find re-

ligious profession or a real godly life? Does
He find us formal Christians or true Christ-
ians? He has a right to find fruit.
What if the curse of Christ should fall on

us? W’bat if He should say to us, “Hence-
forth thou sbalt bear no more fruit.” Read.
Gal. 5 : 22-23, and see if there is such fruit

in your life.

It is not simply the physical suffering of
Christ that we must consider but His dis-

appointment when H.® Sods fruitless lives,

His sadnesB when He finds our hearts filled,

or partly filled with the world.
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Tuesday. Resisting Christ.

(1) Questioning His authority. Read Luke

20 : 1 -26 .

(2) Refusing to receive God’s Son. Raad.

Matt. 21 :
33-45.

(3) Indifference to the kingly inritation.

Read Matt. 22: l-l I

.

(4) Formal religion condemned by Christ

Read Matt. 23.

(5) Nothing can be substituted for Heart

Religion. Read Matt. 22: 34-40.

Hymns H8, 152.

Are we resisting the work that Christ

came to do? We may thwart Christ's plans

by questionings, by neglect, by substituting

from for reality, Christ doubtless suffered

in spirit more because of these things than
even the physical sufferings He endured. It

was these things that broke His heart then

and they wound His heart now. Are we
resisting Christ or are we obeying Him?
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Wednesday. Christ Forsaken.

(1) The Betrayal of Christ by .Judas.

Read Matt. 26 : 14-2 6 ; Mk. 14: 10-11; Luke
22 : 3-6 ; Acts 1 : 15-20

; Hymns 1E5, 234.
Judas had been with Christ for three

years, he had heard all His teachings, had
seen His miracles, and yet he deliberately
sold his Master. What a perfidy and what
a fearful end 1

Is it not possible that we may belong to
Church, may be called Christians, may read
the Bible, may go to Church, and pray, and
even may take the Communion and yet be-
tray Christ? How can we betray Christ to-
day? If we deliberately plan to commit
sin while we are professing to love Christ,
we have the same spirit as Judas. If Christ
should say “There is some one here that is

intending to commit sin against me.” Should
we not. say, “Is it I? Is it I?”
(2) The Denial of Christ by Peter,
Read Matt. 26: 31-3 5; Matt. 26 : 69-75.
Peter did not, like Judas, intend to deny

His Master. Hut, (fl) He was too self-con-
fident, (b) He followed afar off, (c) He made
friends with Christ’s enemies, (<f) He denied
with cursing and swearing.
We may not have it in our hearts to be-

tray Christ but let us be very careful not to
deny Him. Are we trusting in ourselves or
are we trusting in Christ to resist tempta-
tion? Are we following Him closely or are
we following Him afar off? Are we choos-
ing for our companions those who are world-
ly and unconverted, or those that are spiritu-
al and walk close to God? Are we confess-
ing Christ before the world and before His
enemies or are we backing down and deny-
ing Christ?
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Thursday, The Last Supper and
Gel hsetnane-

Head Lute 22 : 7-23
:

l Cor. 1 1 : 17-34.

Do we regularly and at every opportunity

as a matter of duty and privilege partake of

the Holy Communion? We cannot be true

and whole-hearted Christians unless we
obey this Command.
Read with great deliberation and prayer

the account of the Agony of Jesus in the

Garden of Gethsemane. Matt. 26:36-46;
Mark 14 : 32-42.

Let us pray that we may be so united

with Christ as to be able to bear some of

His burdens with Him.
“ To-morrow the Holy Communion will be

administered, let us all prepare our hearts

for it.”



Friday. (Good Friday.)

The Trial and Crucifivion.
\

Read Matt. 36: 57-75 ; Matt. 27: 1 - 66 ;

Hymns 174, 348.

(It is suggested that wherever possible

the Holy Communion be administered on

Good Friday, and that with the advice of

parents and teachers, children of suitable

age ami young people he prepared to parti-

cipate.)

All this— the mocking, the scourging, the

crown of thorns, the pierced hands and

feet and the riven side— all this borne for me !

What have I borne for Him? He gave His

life for me. What have I given for Him?
Yes, it demands my All and He shall have

All.

Every time a Christian commits sin he

crucifies Christ afresh.
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Saturday. Christ in the Tomb-

Read John 19 : 38-42; 2 Tim. 2; 11-13;

Coi. 2: 20; Gal. 2 : 20.

This is the time when the powers of dark-

ness seem triumphant. The new religion has

•few followers and those few have fled and
the Leader is dead and in the grave. All

hell holds glad jubilee. There seems no
human hope. Only those that have faith

to look into the morrow cu.n stand in such

gloom.

We must be identified with Christ in

His death. We are crucified with Christ,

we are dead with Him. There come times

in the Lord’s work when all our work seems

to have been in vain. Evil is apparently

triumphant, but the victory is only seeming.

The light will come, the life will be mani-

fested, the real and perpetual victory will

be ours.



Sunday. The Resurrection Life.

Read. John 20: 1-39; Hytnns 655, 50.

He arose. He lives. He is victor over

sin and hell and death. We share in His

triumph. We were dead in trespasses and
sins but He gives us life, new life, resurrec-

tion life. We, too, are victors over the world,

the flesh and the d :vil. What follows is a

consecrated life carrying the missionary

message to all.

We have now heard, during this week, about

the sufferings and agony of Christ. We
have contemplated His sacrificial death. We
have witnessed His glorious resurrection.

Have we personally accepted this dear

Saviour? Have we consecrated our lives to

Him and are we willing to suffer for Him?
Has His blood cleansed us from all sins?

Have we fully determined to obey His Com-
mand “ Go into all the world and preach

ray Gospel." How many of us have deter-

mined to enter definitely into His service?
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