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REPOUT OF THE SECRETARY.

Mr, President, atid Gentlemen of the Handel and Haydn Society

:

"We have met together at this time, in accordance with the

reqvdrements of our By-Laws, for the purpose of informing our-

selves through the reports of our officers, of the condition of the

Society, financially and otherwise ; and also to choose a Board of

Government, whose duty it shall be to direct and lead us during

the coming season, so that we may at one and the same time maintain

our respectability as a Society, and our efficiency as a choral body

;

thereby enabling us to contribute something to the musical expe-

rience and enjoyment of the public, for whom we labor and to

whom we look for support.

It is a duty—this choice of officers—which should not be entered

upon carelessly or hurriedly, but should be discreetly exercised

with an eye solely to the greatest efficiency and usefulness of the

Society to which we belong, and for which we are met this night

to consult and act together. But before we proceed to the exer-

cise of this pri\ilege, allow me, as your Secretary, and in accord-

ance with former custom, to advert to the business transactions of

the Society for the season just closed, and also to ofier a few

remarks on the present state of music in this community, and the

unusual apathy which appears to exist with reference to Sacred

Oratorio performances.

The Society commenced its rehearsals for the season on the

second of October last, and has held, up to the time of adjourn-

ment, twenty-nine meetings for that purpose. Only three public

performances have been given ; the annual Christmas Oratorio, the
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Messiah, being the only one whicli proved in any degree remunera-

tive, and that but slightly so,—the two representations of Samson,

which preceded it, resulting in loss.

There have been added to our list of members the names of

twenty-five gentlemen, all admitted since our coming together in

October ; and twenty-nme have been discharged ; a portion at

their o-wm request, but a greater part for some breach of the By-

Laws.

But few deaths have occuiTcd smce I last had the honor of

addressing you—though no arrangements exist for ascertaining the

exact number ; and for this reason it is highly probable that some

may have passed away, the decease of whom has not come to the

knowledge of your Secretary.

Among those who have deceased may be named the venerable

Ex-President James Clark, who, until the last hours of his life,

entertained a lively interest in everything relating to the Society

over which he formerly presided, and who was ever ready to con-

tribute for its support.

Though we have derived no pecuniary advantage from our pub-

lic performances, it is believed that the Society has rarely, if ever,

passed through a season with more credit to itself than the one

just closed ; for, though we have appeared before the public but

three times, we feel that the commendations so generously extended

to us by the public press, are deserved. The first performance of

Samson, on the evening of Nov. 27th, may be instanced as one of

the best ever given by the Society. The chorus was more evenly

balanced than usual, and prompt to a degree unsurpassed by any

previous efforts of the Society. Madame Anna Bishop, one of

England's most gifted vocalists, was engaged in its performance,

and yet the receipts were not equal to the expenditures.

In answer to this, it is said by some whose opinions, it would
seem, ought at least to be entitled to respect, that the pubHc

demand novelties, and that if the Handel and Haydn Society

expects to be supported, it must produce something novel ; some-

thing out of the beaten track ; something that is good ; something

that will excite laughter and loud applause ; and if it be on Sun-

day night so much the better ; for, in their opinion, that night of

all the seven is the one which should be chosen for amusements

of the description named.

We do not understand what is meant by novelties, as referring

to performances of a Sacred Music Society—though m the opinion



of some there is no such division as sacred and secular in music

—

but if it has reference to the performances of selections from the

Operas, interspersed -vN-ith comic or vulgar songs, we prefer to leave

that to an Opera troupe, and allow them to reap the reward of

such exhibitions.

But is Sacred Music, then, to be rudely throAATi aside as a thing

that was, but is not, and our Handel and Haydn Society to be

offered the alternative of engaging in Operatic perfonnances, or

Negro minstrelsy, to perpetuate its existence ? Are the great

organ compositions of John Sebastian Bach, and Rink ; the Te

Deuras and Anthems of Dr, Croft, of Tallis, of Purcell, of Boyce,

of Crotch, of Blow, of Chard, of Beck^^-ith—but the list is too

long to enumerate—whose soul- stirring strains have reverberated

through the vaulted domes of the cathedrals of Old England for

centuries ; are the Oratorios -of Handel, of Haydn, and of Men-

delssolm, all, all, to pass for nothing in these latter days oi progress?

and must we fall down and worship Italian Opera in order to be

considered fashionably musical, and see no good in anj-thing else ?

We believe that the glorious promises of our Sa%iour, as embodied

in the immortal Messiah of Handel, are worthy of oiu* considera-

tion and regard, at least ; that the story of the prophet Elijah, as

presented to us in the impressive melodies and closely woven har-

monies of Mendelssohn, is one that will be listened to with rever-

ence and with love, so long as a Christian people shall continue to

acknowledge the Bible, from which the text of this Oratorio is

taken, as the revealed word of God, or the ears of the multitude

shall remain true to all that is lovely and inspiring in the heavenly

art of music. Away with such shallow arguments for novelties
;

they are the inventions of the shallow-brained, and we will not

heed them. Let us remain true to ourselves and to the great

objects of our organization, and we have nothing to fear, though

a cloud may for a time obscure our pathway.

Sacred !Music—without going into any quibbles of argument to

prove precisely where the line of demarcation between it and the

secular begms, and Avhere it ends—is, according to the general

acceptation of the term, that which is written for, and used in, the

Christian churches of the world ; or those other great works,

knowm by the name of Oratorios.

This Society was originally intended, and so named in the act

of incorporation, as a Sacred Music Society, and the hope may be

expressed that we may never depart from that intention and

(*)
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pledge to the public. But there is nothing, that I am aware of, to

deter us from an occasional meeting for practice of that which is

termed secular, whenever it shall seem advisable to do so. Secu-

lar does not necessarily imply the frivolous and worthless. It may
include much that is elevating in sentiment that would be foxind

valuable to us in many particulars, and it may be well to consider

the propriety and expediency of sometimes resorting to it.

Gentlemen of the Handel and Haydn Society ;—this beautiful

hall, so admirably adapted to the purposes for wliich it was in-

tended, and so elegant in design and finish, has, with that liberality

which has always characterized the name of Chickering, been

placed at our disposal by the worthy successors of that old and

true friend to our Society, who has long since passed on to that

bourne from whence no traveller returns, but whose kindness of

heart, and liberality so generously extended to every worthy

cause, has been handed down to those bearing his name and filling

the place made vacant by his decease.

This beautiful hall is given to us without money and without

price, where we may sojourn for an indefinite period, free from all

the annoyances necessarily attending the occupation of a public

hall, where all classes and all associations who may, for the time,

be in possession, have equal rights and privileges with ourselves.

By this arrangement our annual expenses will be materially

lessened ; and a still further reduction is desirable, if it can be

effected without detriment to our efiiciency.

Our Society is the oldest, and by far the most efficient of ,any

similar organization ; and it should be our pride and ambition to

so conduct its affairs, that it may maintain the enviable position it

now occupies among the Sacred Music Societies of the country.

But this can only be done by the most thorough discipline and the

constant attendance of each and every member upon all meetings

of the Society, Avhether for purposes of rehearsal or for business.

\Vhen this Society was first organized, and for a long period of

years thereafter, it was the only channel through which the great

works of the greatest composers that have ever lived could be con-

veyed to the ears of the public ; and the consequence was that it

met with very considerable success, pecuniarily, m its pubhc per-

formances, and enjoyed a degree of popularity unexampled in the

history of any similar association, here or elsewhere.

Its concerts were thronged with the e'lite of the city, and there

it was that the great sacred compositions referred to above, were



heard for the first time by a large majority of those who fre-

quented them.

To tliis fact may be attributed, in no small degree, the high state

of musical culture and appreciation which has always character-

ized our community.

The public now, in its more advanced state of musical experi-

ence, demands a more perfect mterpretation of those great sacred

conapositions than it formerly did, before music was so generally

taught as it is at the present time ; and if we would not be left be-

hind in this age of progress, we must use every exertion to keep pace

with the requirements of the times, and not be content to repose

on our laurels, or be ambitious to appear before the public in any

other capacity than as a Sacred Music Society whose whole ener-

gies are devoted to the most perfect rendition of such composi-

tions as have been named above. Let us not be lured away from

our proper course by any clamoring for novelties, but rather leave

those things for others, and let us hope that whenever we do ap-

pear before the public, we shall have that support and encourage-

ment we so much need, and which we should strive to deserve.

It may not be inappropriate in this connection, for the benefit

of those interested, to state, that the expenses attending the per-

formance of a full Oratorio, with orchestra, are very large, say,

ordmarily. Five Huiidred Dollars ; and this without any assis-

tance other than that which we have at hand. We furnish to the

public the best available vocal talent, a complete orchestra, and

the largest and most effective body of choristers in this country,

with a highly accomplished and experienced conductor, and ask

the public to fill our hall to hear this body of musicians in the

«' Messiah," or the " Elijah," at an admission fee of only one half

a dollar,—and we too often find that we have labored in vain, and

not only given our time, but our money, for the gratification of

having done a good thing well. I know this soiinds like com-

plaining, but it is nevertheless true ; and yet, we need not despair.

The Oratorio in England is, perhaps, the most popular species

of amusement, if amusement it may be called, though to the

thoughtful it is a sermon ; and " the most impressive one I ever

listened to," said an eminent writer and scholar, at the close of a

performance of Handel's Messiah which he had sat tlirough,

drinking in the soul-stirring strains of that immortal composition.

Is it too much to hope for, that the Oratorio will become popu-

lar in this country,—that, in this city, where there is so just an



8

appreciation of everything that is high in art, such musical feasts

as the Handel and Haydn Society can alone furnish, will be lib-

erally sustained ? We think it is not ; and we also beliere, that at

no distant period, no matter what else may be popular among us,

the Handel and Haydn Society will be the acknowledged head of

everything that is good in that department of art, if we but

remain true to oiirselves.

The Italian Opera is popular, and always will be under proper

management, but that need ilot affect us. Ours is a distinct and

special province. "We need not be so blinded by prejudice as to

see good only in the light and graceful flow of Italian Opera,

neither should we eschew everything that is not Handelian. Can

we not admire a beautiful summer landscape, with its waving

fields of corn, and listen to the low miu-mers of the bubbling brook,

as it glides along to the great ocean, and the next moment be

awed into wonder and astonisliment at viewing some majestic pile

of mountain scenery frowning down upon us in all the native

grandeur of its immense proportions

We trust the days of such follies are rapidly passing away, and

that a more rational AT.ew of matters and things mxisical will take

the place of the narrow-minded views now expressed by some.

In the last annual report of your Secretary, allusion was made

to the necessity of a Fund which it was believed might be raised

by personal application to the friends of the Society for contribu-

tions.

That necessity still exists, and will, until a fund shall be estab-

lished, the interest from which shall aid us in meeting the yearly

expenditures ; for it is clear that as we now are, an assessment, or

yearly contribution from the members, must be resorted to, unless

we should be more fortunate in our public performances than we
have been for the two or three seasons past.

We have the assurance from some gentlemen of means that a

fund may be raised in this way, and also of their willingness to

contribute whenever it shall seem advisable to take that course
;

but nothing has as yet been done towards the accomplishment of

that object.

I have thought it my duty to bring this subject before you again

at this time, and with the hope that some definite action may be

taken upon it without further delay.

Gentlemen, Avith this prestige of a name, and this splendid

Library of ours ; with all our forces banded together as a unit, in
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one common cause, and with strong friends from without, we have

nothing to fear, if we but continue in the course so long and so

successfully pursued ever since our organization, through a term

of years unprecedented in the history of any other Society either

in this or any foreign land.

Forty-five years ago, on the twenty-fourth of the present month,

this Society sprang into existence ; and let us this night resolve

that we will keep inviolate the name and fame of the Handel and

Haydn Society, and hand it dovra to posterity as one of the hon-

ored institutions of the land.

Respectfully submitted,

LORIXG B. BARXES, Sec'y.

Boston, May 28, 1860.
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ABSTRACT OF THE TREASURER'S REPORT.
—-^^m^^—

The Treasurer of the Handel and Haydn Society begs leave to

report, that the total amovmt of receipts into the Treasury, for the

year ending May 28th, 1860, was forty-one hundred and eighty-

nine dollars and ten cents, $4,189.10

And the total amount of expendittu'es for the same

time, was forty-four hundred and seventy-six dollars

and sixty cents, $4,476.60

Showing a balance against the Society, in favor of

the Treasurer, of two hundred and eighty-seven dol-

lars and fifty cents, 287.50

$4,476.60

The Society is indebted for the note of the Treasurer,

discoruited at the Atlantic Bank, and which will be

due August first, next, twelve hundred dollars, $1,200.00

And for the balance now due the Treasurer, two

hiuidred and eighty-seven dollars and fifty cents, 287.50

Making a total of indebtedness, fourteen hundred

and eighty-seven dollars and fifty cents, $1,487.50

To meet this indebtedness, the Society has still on hand the two

Ogdensburgh 1st Mortgage Bonds, $1,000 each, which, if sold at

their present market value, would realize nearly fourteen himdred

dollars, or about one hundred dollars less than sufficient to meet

the present claims against the Society. It is believed that there

are now no outstanding claims, whatever, against the Society,

except the $1200 note, and the balance due the Treasurer, as

stated in the foregoing report.

Comparmg the result of the past year's operations with that of

the year previous, and assuming the value of the two bonds to

have been alike at both periods, it will be seen that the Society

does not stand so well now, financially, as it did last year, by

more than one hundred and fifty dollars, notwithstanding the

assessment of last year.

Respectfully submitted,

MATTHEW S. PARKER, Treasurer,

Boston, May 28, 1860.
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN.

—-*«-3®€-J-»-

—

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Handel and Haydn Society :

In Article 9, of the Constitution and By-laws of this Society,

we find that "the duty of the Librarian shall be, to make and

keep in a suitable book, a catalogue of the music and other prop-

erty belonging to the Society, and to have the general care and

superintendence of the Library. He shall, at the annual meeting

of the Society, make a report of the condition of the Library and

other property belonging to the Society."

With regard to the first duty in this by-law, I would say, that I

have a complete catalogue of the music now owned by the Soci-

ety.

Of the works complete in score, vocal and instrmnental parts, the

following is a list, which I ofier, thinking it may be of interest to

those members of the Society unfamiliar with the contents of the

Library

:

WORKS. AL'THORS.

Creation, (The) Haydn.

David, Neukomm.
Eli, Costa.

Elijah, Mendelssohn.

Engedi, Beethoven.

Hymn of Praise, Mendelssohn.

Hymn of the Night, Neukomm.
Israel in Egypt, Handel.

Jephtha, **

Judas Maccabaeus, "

Martyrs, (The) Donizetti.

Messe Solenelle, Beethoven.

Messiah, (The) Handel.

Moses in Egypt, Rossini.

Mount Sinai, Neukomm.
" Requiem " Mass, Mozart.

Saint Paul, Mendelssohn,

Samson, Handel.

Seven Sleepers, Lowe.
Solomon, Handel.

Stabat Mater, Rossini.

Transient and Eternal, (The) Romberg.
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We have forty-two scores of different Oratorios or other works,

many of which are duplicated, making the number of volumes of

scores, eighty. In addition to the above, we have a large collec-

tion of Miscellaneous music, consisting of detached Choruses,

Anthems, Hymns, &c.

I have the pleasure to announce that since the last annual meet-

ing of the Society, two valuable additions have been made to our

Library. These are the full vocal and instrumental parts of Men-

delssohn's '< St. Paid," and Handel's " Jephtha," together with

two scores of each oratorio.

These truly valuable works were presented to the Society by

Mr. Theron J. Dale, whose generosity was acknowledged by a

vote of thanks from the Government. The members of the Soci-

ety proved their appreciation of Mr. Dale's gift by the interest they

manifested in the rehearsals of St. Paul.

This example of l^Ir. Dale, or rather this following of an exam-

ple set by a late President, I take the liberty of suggesting as

being one most worthy to be followed by other members of the

Society. Owing to the usual state of the Society's Treasury, we
must mainly look to such contributions for additions to our Li-

brary, and I feel sure that whoever may be your Librarian for the

coming season, he will willingly allow his catalogue to be con-

sulted, in order to aid any one to decide, which of the many valu-

able works 7iot owned by the Society, would be desirable.

Tn order to facilitate our future rehearsals, which, (as announ(ied

by the President at the last rehearsal,) are to take place in a hall

in this building, a small room near the hall, has been engaged

to accommodate the Society's Library.

Upon examination, it was foimd that only one of the cases in

which the Music was kept at the Boston Music Hall, was suitable

to remove. Accordingly, I have had new cases constructed and

put up in the new room, to contain our Music, and it affords me

much pleasure to offer them for the acceptance of the Society.

Since our last rehearsal, our Library has been removed to its

new quarters, and I shall be happy to have as many members of

the Society visit our new Library room, as may desire, after this

meeting shall adjourn.

GEORGE H. CHICKEIIING,

Librarian of H. and H. Soc'y.

Boston, May 28, 1860.
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