
 
 

Name   Miguel del Valle         Age___59______     Sex  Male                 Ethnicity Puerto Rican 
 
Married (Yes/No) Children (Yes/No) How Many? __4___ Profession __Chicago City Clerk__ 
 
Educational Background:  
Chicago Public Schools 
Tuley High School (now Clemente) 
Northeastern Illinois University, BA 
Northeastern Illinois University, MA in Education and Guidance 
Honorary Degree National Louis University 
 
Community Experience/Boards, Etc.: 
 
Career to 1987 
Center for Neighborhood Technology 
Pilsen Little Village Mental health Center 
Unit Director of Barreto Boys and Girls Club of the Union League Foundation 
Executive Director of Association House 
Chairman of the Mayor Harold Washington’s Advisory Commission on Latino Affairs 
 
State Senator 1987-2006 
Assistant Majority Leader 
Chairman of the Education Committee 
Co-Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Education Funding Reform 
Senate Executive Committee 
Chairman of the Consumer Protection Committee 
Vice Chairman of the Higher Education Committee 
Founder Illinois Latino Legislative Caucus 
Member Illinois Legislative Black Caucus 
Leadership role in: 

Legislative redistricting 
Homeowner protection 
Early childhood development 
Comprehensive health coverage for children 
Protection against ATM crimes 
Increased funding for high school advanced placement programs 

 
City Clerk 2006 to present 
Modernized operations of the office of City Clerk 
Made Clerk’s office business more user friendly for all Chicagoans 
Made City Council meetings available live or on demand 
Expanded community outreach programs 
Published all City Council records from 1981 to present 
Committed to an ongoing study of how to make the Clerk’s office more efficient and more effective in 
serving the needs of the people 
 
Associations 
Co-founder of the Illinois Legislative Caucus Foundation 



Founder of the Illinois Association of Hispanic State Employees (IAHSE) 
Co-founder Illinois Latino Advisory Council on Higher Education (ILACHE) 
Co-founder the Alliance of Latinos and Jews Illinois 
Co-founder Hispanic Democratic Council  
 
 

1. What do you believe are the qualities the community desires in an elected official? 
 
I believe the time is ripe in Chicago for elected officials with integrity and honesty—those committed to 
good government and transparency.  The community desires and deserves a candidate with real leadership 
experience at the neighborhood level, the legislative level, and the city administrative level. I believe 
Chicago wants a strong leader who is also fair and seeks to share power with the City Council such that 
we have a healthy, deliberative process that has careful oversight of contracting and decisions to ensure 
that do not enter too quickly into privatization deals that will cheat the city in the long run or into 
contracts that favor special interests with special connections.  In this difficult budgetary environment, I 
believe voters desire a mayor who will make tough decisions about cutting spending with fairness and 
sensibility. I believe that the community desires a mayor that will ensure inclusive processes that truly 
seek to engage diverse perspectives as we seek the best decisions for the best interests of the broadest 
possible number of Chicagoans. 
 
 

2. What do you believe qualifies you to run for public office? 
 
I have thought about running for mayor dating back to my years in the state senate and in my current role 
as the City Clerk.  Upon hearing that Mayor Daley was not going to run for re-election, I declared the 
next day that I would run for mayor of Chicago.  I was the first person to declare my candidacy in this 
mayoral race, and I will stay in this race until the very end. 
 
Electing a new mayor provides the City of Chicago with a historic opportunity to create not just a “city 
that works,” but a city that works together – through good government, transparency, and democracy. I 
have consistently supported good government, transparency, and democracy because one of my core 
principles is fairness. Fairness means people have an opportunity to succeed based on their merits, not 
who they know or who they gave a campaign contribution to.  
 
I am a true Chicagoan. I grew up on the West Side. I graduated from Chicago public schools. I received 
my BA and MA from a Chicago university. My parents worked hard in Chicago factories to give my 
close knit family a chance to pursue the American dream. 
 
I was drawn to public service. In my early career I worked with several different community 
organizations, quickly ascending to leadership positions. In 1982, my participation in Harold 
Washington’s winning mayoral campaign inspired me to run for office. 
 
When I ran for the Illinois State Senate in 1986, I put together a remarkable coalition spanning all ages, 
genders, races, and ethnicities. I beat the machine candidate to become the first Latino senator. My record 
in the Senate was unparalleled. I was known for being able to build consensus and construct cross-party 
coalitions to pass legislation that benefited all of the people of the city and the state. I retired from the 
Senate in 2006 as the Assistant Majority Leader. 
 
Since 2006, I have been the City Clerk of Chicago. I have cut through the muddle of the entrenched 
bureaucracy of City Hall to bring real and needed change to a tired system. I have made city services 
more accessible. I have created a user-friendly website. I have made city legislation and executive orders 
available online. I have made it possible for videos of City Council meetings to be available to the public. 
 
I love Chicago, its people and its neighborhoods. I understand the tremendous complexities that are ever 
present in the managing of a world class city. I appreciate the balance needed to make the city a great 
place to live, educate our children, maximize opportunity for all, and foster a creative and positive 
environment for business. With all the challenges that Chicago is facing, I am tremendously excited at the 



opportunity to help shepherd this great city into a new era. My unique experience and my passion for 
Chicago will make me Chicago’s next great mayor. 
 
 

3. What do you believe is the reason behind the increase in youth violence and how do you plan to address 
it? 
 
I believe that joblessness, hopelessness, and idleness tend to lead increases in youth violence.  Youth need 
positive activities to keep them occupied and challenged, and they need an educational system that both 
promises and delivers on a quality education that will prepare them for a productive future in the 
workforce.  Of course, the recent, long-lasting economic recession has left many youth that might 
otherwise be working with little else to do.  I believe in preventing crime and violence by supporting the 
effort to provide youth with opportunities to engage in positive activities and contribute to community life 
through after school programming, summer and after school jobs, and other investments.  
 
It is also vital that the issue of youth violence be embedded in every school’s improvement plan. The 
students spend the majority of their day in schools. The role of the staff of the schools is to constantly 
provide inspiration, role modeling, and guidance to prevent youth violence. Each school community 
should decide how they will do that. 
 
Despite good intentions, though, the reality remains that many youth will get caught up in the challenges 
of their environment and may get in trouble in their early years. As such, it is imperative to promote and 
help bring to scale programs that intervene and bring corrective action to get youth back on a productive 
path rather than simply emphasizing punitive measures that lead down a path to nowhere. I endorse 
programs like the Community Renewal Society High HOPES campaign, which focuses training and 
action of CPS officials around restorative justice practices. 
 
I also support community-based violence prevention efforts such as CeaseFire, an evidence-based 
epidemiological method to reduce violence. The engagement of neighbors and community-based 
organizations in block club organizing as well as the provision of healthy out-of-school time activities, 
job development programs, and actual jobs for youth are also key components to combating youth 
violence. 
 
 

4. What are your plans to increase job and employment opportunities in the city of Chicago? 
 
One of my top priorities is to create good jobs and spur economic development. I believe that attracting 
new employers is necessary to achieve this priority. In order to do this we need to focus on the strengths 
of Chicago, such as our position as a transportation hub. We need to continue to foster growth in areas 
where we are already strong, including green industries, high-tech manufacturing, the allied health 
industries, and other promising economic sectors. We also need to prepare a 21st Century workforce, 
taking advantage of these niche opportunities. I believe that these are necessary components to attracting 
new employers and increasing job creation. 
 
The next mayor also needs to actively court companies—like the current mayor and governor did with 
Ford, though they need not be enterprises quite as large as that. Ford leadership specifically noted that the 
outreach made a bigger difference than any tax benefits or other goodies. We must also create the right 
environment. The New York Times reported on November 30 that the Midwest is emerging as a center for 
clean energy. But the states that were attracting plants were Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan; not Illinois. We 
enjoy the same advantages that they do (workforce, history of manufacturing, universities) but haven’t 
seen the same investment. Without the right kind of leadership, we’re not just losing out to China, but to 
our neighbors, in the competition for these emerging industries and the high-paying jobs they create. 
Attracting these industries directly creates jobs and benefits existing companies in our supply chain. The 
right political leadership can make that happen in Chicago, in partnership with our universities and the 
private sector. 
 



As such, as mayor I will be committed to reaching out to recruit companies and reaching within to 
coordinate with existing assets to make Chicago a global leader in advanced manufacturing. No industry 
is growing faster, adding more jobs, and promises our city more of a strong economic future than the 
technology sector, if we take advantage of the opportunities. We will make Chicago a world-class 
innovation economy: we’re going to dream, design, and build the future, right here in our neighborhoods. 
 
We have the pieces in place – the universities, the people, the space, and, the desire. Now, we must put it 
all together. We must make sure we have the best trained workforce in the world. Graduates from our 
public schools must be ready for college and work. Our community college and workforce training 
programs must be aligned to industry demand—students should graduate ready for the jobs that you are 
creating today and tomorrow. Chicago has the great benefit of serving as home to several internationally 
recognized universities. We must retain the talent being nurtured at our universities and connect them 
with industry here in Chicago. We want the great engineers, scientists, and innovators being trained in 
Chicago to stay in Chicago and help take the biotech, nanotech, solar power, and wind power to the next 
level. To attract and maintain these jobs, we must create an innovation ecosystem in Chicago by 
connecting our universities, technology and manufacturing companies, and talent so we can become true 
global competitors. 
 
As Mayor I will convene a quarterly innovation round table to bring together private sector leadership, 
our universities and innovation centers, community-based organizations, and unions. While it will be a 
chance for me and my administration to listen and learn, the mission of the roundtable will be to 
transform the city that works into the city that works together. 
 
 

5. What will you do to improve the Chicago Public School system, from kindergarten through high school? 
Are there any special measures that you would take to address the special needs that students and the 
communities they reside in may have? If so, what do you see as ‘special needs’ and how would you 
address them? 
 
As the chairman of the state’s P-20 Council which helps develop a framework to guide education policy 
for pre-kindergarten through graduate school in Illinois, these issues are very close to my heart. We need 
to invest public resources in a way that ensures that every neighborhood school is a quality school, as lots 
of families do not have access to charter schools and selective-enrollment schools.  We need to ensure a 
quality education for every student—whether one with a disability, one who needs bilingual education, or 
one who comes to school hungry because their family cannot afford breakfast. As such, it is crucial that 
we address the neighborhood schools with fervor for accountability, student performance, parent 
involvement, and equalized funding.  
 
We must review and monitor schools that continue to perform at unacceptable levels. We must also 
review reconstitution plans very carefully to include the schools’ learning communities. Everyone must 
be heard during the process of evaluation. The teachers, the parents, the students, and the community at 
large must work collaboratively before any decisions are made to close a school. It is crucial that 
neighborhood issues are also taken into consideration. The board needs to adopt procedures that are clear 
and fair for determining reconstitution. 
 
All schools must be treated equally and fairly. We will maintain schools that have successful programs. 
Neighborhood schools should receive the same attention as specialized schools and magnet schools. 
Neighborhood schools are the anchors in every community throughout Chicago. 
 
As I recently announced, we must also build upon the existing “Community Schools” model to create 
additional Community Learning Centers within the lowest performing schools. We will create 
partnerships among the private sector, nonprofit organizations, and these schools to create extended day 
learning opportunities that may include the arts, sports, technology, tutoring, and specialized programs for 
students. Crucial to this model is a parent component in which parents can also take classes such as GED 
or ESL in addition to being involved in programming for the benefit of the children. A good example of 
such Community Learning Centers is the one at Monroe Elementary School in the Logan Square 
neighborhood. Monroe partners with the Logan Square Neighborhood Association (LSNA) to provide 



programs for families after school and in the evening, including adult education classes for parents, 
homework help for students, as well as sports, music, and art programs for children. 
 
According to a study conducted by the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), Chicago Public School 
students participating in Community Learning Centers improve academically. Of those students, 70% 
improved their completion of homework, 72% improved their participation in class, 66% improved their 
classroom behavior, and 73% improved their overall academic performance. In addition, eighth graders 
proved better prepared for high school. 
 
I propose a partnership with the private sector to fund the creation of more Community Learning Centers 
like this one, increasing their number by 50% during my first term as mayor. Just as we have a 
responsibility to be engaged in our children’s learning, Chicago’s business community must continue to 
support community learning as well. This is a natural partnership. I believe in these partnerships because 
they work. 
 
I would also seek to ensure that all CPS schools have active, well-trained, functioning Local School 
Councils. As a state senator, I was the co-sponsor of the 1988 School Reform law that created Local 
School Councils. When I spoke at the 20th Anniversary Celebration of Parents United for Responsible 
Education (PURE), I said, “Show me a school that’s progressing, I will show you a school with a Local 
School Council that is strong, that is involved, that is connected, that is fully engaged. 

 
We need to refine our system and process for teacher evaluation. I believe that evaluation should be used 
to provide ongoing feedback and be used to help inform training and professional development for 
teachers and staff. However, I also believe that, in collaboration with the teachers’ union, there needs to 
be a review and necessary changes to ensure a process that will allow termination of those teachers that 
fail to do their job effectively. 
 
The State of Illinois is requiring all districts to change their teacher evaluation process to make it more 
transparent and helpful to teachers. The Chicago Public Schools recently received a $34 million Teacher 
Incentive Fund grant from the federal government to improve teacher evaluation practices. Such practices 
should help identify areas where teachers need to grow and connect these teachers to trainings. The trend 
in educational theory is toward the development of whole new models of teaching—to help the US catch 
up with other countries—and existing teachers must be empowered to participate in these new models as 
they flow from our teaching universities and education policy think tanks. 
 
The foundation of a good teacher evaluation system is to thoroughly evaluate teachers early in their 
career, before tenure is awarded, and then support teachers’ efforts to continue to improve across their 
entire careers. I was a chief co-sponsor of the 2004 state law creating the Grow Your Own Teacher 
Program. I’m glad to see that a recent evaluation of the program concluded that GYO beginning teachers 
far exceeded expectations on curriculum and instruction through a combination of high quality teacher 
education and ongoing support. 
 
None of this can be done without changes in how we fund CPS and utilize existing resources. All schools 
must have the proper resources to get the job done. Administrative reductions must be made, except 
school personnel that work with students directly. But there must be a search for additional public and 
private funding. We must become more competitive for federal funding for our schools and school-based 
programs, and we must recapture TIF district funds that are currently diverted from the CPS.  We must 
draw down on universal breakfast funding that is currently being left on the table. 
 
We must also work toward comprehensive reform of state school funding. I have a long track record of 
supporting comprehensive school funding reform to reduce the reliance on property taxes to fund public 
schools and reduce the spending disparity between rich and poor districts. During my tenure as a state 
senator, in 2005 I took the lead on this issue, introducing a bill which called for a restructuring of the state 
income tax structure in a way that raised income tax on wealthy households but did not increase the 
burden on low-income families. It also called for the expansion of the sales tax base. 
 
 



6. What are your thoughts about the costs of housing in Chicago, both for ownership and rental? Are there 
particular actions that you will take on the issue? 
 
While housing prices have come down on average during the Great Recession, many families still 
struggle with housing costs.  Directly and indirectly, all people and neighborhoods in Chicago have been 
injured by the foreclosure crisis. Today, even working and middle class families are losing their homes. 
The foreclosure crisis, in combination with the economic downturn, has worsened long-standing 
problems, such as lack of affordable housing and homelessness. Public and private efforts to remediate 
the crisis have had some benefit, but much more needs to be done. The City of Chicago’s ability and 
resources to address housing problems are limited, but we need to do all that we can to make sure that 
every person has access to decent and affordable housing. 
 
As Mayor, I will work to promote affordable housing for all by: 

• Supporting a city ordinance that will force banks and other owners of foreclosed and vacant 
properties to keep them secure and well maintained. 

• Using the leverage of City investments to force banks that do business with the City to do more to 
work with homeowners in foreclosure so they can keep their homes. 

• Using innovative tools, such as Community Land Trusts and land banks, to facilitate the rehab of 
foreclosed properties for affordable housing for working and low-income families, rather than 
just selling to speculators. 

• Working to educate communities about the importance of affordable housing and using public 
education tools to increase community acceptance of quality, well maintained affordable housing. 

• Ensuring continued progress in minimizing homelessness by building on Chicago’s Plan to End 
Homelessness and other efforts. 

• Working with the Cook County Assessor’s Office to ensure that the assessed values of properties 
accurately reflect declining home values in many communities. 

 
 

7. What are your feelings about public housing and assisted living in the city of Chicago? Are there 
particular actions that you will take on the issue? 

 
I believe that the Chicago Housing Authority’s Plan for Transformation needs to be completed. I believe 
strongly in mixed-income communities. I want public housing residents and all Chicagoans to have a 
healthier quality of life than the previous “projects” offered. As the Plan for Transformation continues to 
move forward, my desire for it is that it maximize the communities’ full potential and health as diverse, 
mixed-income communities that promote the dignity and well-being of all residents and serve as models 
to the rest of the nation of successful, sustainable neighborhoods. 
 
Additionally, I wish to point out how important it is to have ongoing workforce development supports for 
public housing residents through the Partnership for New Communities. This collaboration of 
philanthropic foundations, corporations, and workforce development providers is key to helping the most 
vulnerable residents of the Transformation communities move toward economic independence. I applaud 
the Partnership for New Communities’ attraction of federal dollars to fund job training work in a big way, 
as well as the strategic redirection of dollars from the 2016 Fund to support these efforts. 
 
However, we should not assume that the housing mix, funding models, or business attraction plans 
utilized for the original Plan for Transformation communities should automatically be applied to those 
developments that have not yet undergone redevelopment, such as Lathrop Homes. Lathrop Homes and 
its surrounding community present a very different context than most of the CHA’s other developments 
did. And the public funding and bank financing realities that existed during much of the Plan’s first 10 
years are not currently relevant. Lathrop Homes presents a real opportunity to connect with the new 
interest from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to better integrate housing 
development, good transportation planning, environmental issues, and the desire to create models that can 
inform future housing and community development around the country. 
 
It is also important to note that because HUD dollars were inadequate to complete the HOPE VI Plan for 
Transformation communities, the City utilized significant corporate dollars and affordable housing 



financing mechanisms to fill budget gaps. The City likely will not be in the position any time in the near 
future to subsidize public housing development as it did over the life of the plan’s first 10 years. It will 
require great creativity to complete these developments. 
 
Additionally, subsidizing the CHA limited the City Department of Housing and Community 
Development’s ability to fund needed affordable housing in other neighborhoods. As such, I am 
supportive of efforts to bring more dollars into the system for strategically-placed affordable housing and 
assisted living to neighborhoods, in collaboration with communities and their aldermen. 
 
Therefore, on November 4, I announced my support of the Sweet Home Chicago campaign and called 
upon City Council to pass this important ordinance that has the potential of creating almost 3,000 jobs 
and providing affordable housing for thousands of Chicagoans. It is a shame that this ordinance sat in 
City Council for 10 months while our neighborhoods continue to struggle with foreclosures and 
joblessness. I was gladdened on November 15, when the Sweet Home Chicago ordinance was 
recommended to the City Council by a 13-8 vote of the Housing and Finance committees. 
 
I continue to support the original ordinance introduced by the Sweet Home Chicago campaign that would 
dedicate 20 percent of Tax Increment Finance (TIF) funds for affordable housing. The Sweet Home 
Chicago ordinance also targets households with more significant housing affordability problems: rental 
housing for families earning less than $37,700 for a family of four and for-sale housing for households 
earning less than $60,300 for a family of four. 
 
 

8. Drugs and crime are two issues that young people feel affect their communities in negative ways. How do 
you perceive the issues and what will you do to address them? 
 
Chicago must be a safe place to live, learn, work, and do business. All neighborhoods must be engaged in 
identifying and developing methods to keep us all safe from crime and violence. The City must make 
funding to ensure the safety of all Chicago residents a priority. 
 
I will work to improve public safety by: 

• Increasing the number of police working to prevent and solve crimes by reallocating funds 
towards filling the current vacancies on the police force, and shifting city resources away from 
desk work and lower priorities. 

• Breaking the code of silence and the cycle of retribution by intervening with a rapid response to 
violence in partnership with established community-based organizations. 

• Enhancing development opportunities to ensure a well-trained police department that is diverse 
across all ranks and reflects the city’s population. 

• Integrating technology into police operations to build a 21st Century police force. 
• Preventing crime and violence by supporting the effort to provide youth with opportunities to 

engage in positive activities and contribute to community life. 
• Reintegrating former prisoners safely. 
• Strengthening relationships among police, trusted community organizations, and residents on all 

public safety issues by revitalizing community policing and the CAPS program. 
• Evaluating the enforcement and effectiveness of the City of Chicago gun control ordinance 

passed in July 2010 and revising as needed to get illegal handguns and all assault and automatic 
weapons off the street. 

 
I support community-based violence prevention efforts such as CeaseFire. Cease Fire is an evidence-
based epidemiological method to reduce violence. Evaluations of the program prove its effectiveness 
where the program is implemented. Current funding by the City of Chicago is inadequate for violence 
prevention. The engagement of neighbors and community-based organizations in block club organizing as 
well as the provision of healthy out-of-school time activities, job development programs, and actual jobs 
for youth are also key components to combating crime. 
 
Also, I believe that the CAPS program needs to be reinvented. Currently the CAPS program is a police-
driven initiative and should be more driven by community efforts. I desire to have more police visible on 



the beat on a regular basis while forging new strategic partnerships with neighbors and community-based 
organizations to promote crime prevention strategies. I will insist that the CAPS program be a tool to 
identify real problems and real solutions. 
 
As a society, we need to redouble our efforts to get drugs off the streets and rid our communities of the 
gang violence that comes with it.  We need to offer youth constructive alternatives to gangs and drugs. 
But for those who do get wrapped up in this negative activity, we need to find solutions to the problem 
that do not simply fill our jails with non-violent offenders while burdening our society with the cost of 
incarceration.  As such, I will promote substance abuse recovery programs rather than incarceration for 
young people with minor drug offenses.  And I will support restorative justice programs, such as some to 
the pilot programs being carried out in the Chicago Public Schools. 
 
 

9. How do you plan to deal with the city budget and the current city deficit? Are there specific areas that you 
would like to cut spending in and/or new ways that you have identified to help increase revenue? If so, 
what are they and how would they work? 
 
We cannot cut our way out of the current budget deficit. We will have to identify new revenue. But I will 
pursue new taxes and fees on a very limited basis and when these relate to individuals or businesses 
paying their fair share. I will not put more financial burdens on low income and middle class families. 
 
Identifying New Revenue 
As taxpayers we are entitled to a great deal more federal funding than we are getting. I would make sure 
that we pursue and capture all the federal and state dollars we are leaving on the table. The City of 
Chicago ranks near the bottom of the list of states receiving their share of federal funding, ranking 44 out 
of all 50 states in per capita return on tax dollars for FY09. For example, the City has not worked 
particularly hard to pursue federal dollars for brownfield redevelopment, which could leverage the 
development of new enterprises that would generate new jobs. As mayor I would also aggressively pursue 
more federal transportation dollars as I seek to build an economic development strategy that includes a 
focus upon Chicago’s historic position as a key transportation hub. 
 
Additionally, we are leaving TIF revenue on the table. For next year, we could tap for the city’s corporate 
budget $140 - $200 million in TIF funds—which represent a percentage of unobligated and 
unprogrammed dollars currently available in the TIFs. When we tap these surplus dollars, we would also 
trigger the return of other surplus dollars to the public schools, the parks, and other taxing bodies, 
according to an established formula. 
 
I have also proposed that we consider a new Speculator’s Tax, similar to the stock transfer tax in New 
York State or the United Kingdom’s 0.5 percent stamp tax on stock trades. (The UK’s tax raises $4 
billion or more a year without stifling the country’s markets. The sixth largest economy in the world, it 
has the second largest equity market in the world.) Finally, I would look at drawing down from private 
entities fair payment for city services. City services, such as water and police protection, are currently 
financed by city taxpayers. It is time that developers, utility companies, concert promoters, and others 
begin to help cover city costs. 
 
I do not support a property tax hike, and I am opposed to taxes that unduly burden low-income and 
middle class families. 
 
Budget Cuts 
I am fundamentally in favor of promoting government efficiency and considering where realignments 
could save the city money without inappropriately diminishing services. While it will be entirely 
necessary to find places where the City budget can be cut, the reduction of expenditures must be done 
with an eye toward finding new efficiencies and developing new models of service delivery that ensure 
that we maintain an appropriate level of services to Chicagoans across all of our neighborhoods. In that 
vein, as Chicago’s City Clerk (2006-present), I modernized operations and instituted cost-saving 
efficiencies while making services user-friendly. 
 



I support having the Inspector General’s office conduct more program audits of City departments to help 
identify waste and inefficiency. The City staffing structure should similarly be analyzed to examine the 
optimal number of personnel and units required to accomplish the goals and functions of City 
government. It may make sense to merge departments as we consider the most efficient use of scarce 
public resources. 
 
Where upper and middle management is bloated we have the responsibility to make adjustments. I have 
already publicly suggested that we may be able to find $100 million in cuts, including in middle 
management. And I have already been quoted in Crain’s saying that I will consider operating garbage 
collection on a grid system in an effort to save money. 
 
 

10. How do you feel about the claim that Chicago politics and the city government is rife with corruption? 
How will you work to improve both the perception and the reality? 
 
The corruption that has become a regular part of city life—pay-to-play politics, illegal hiring, bribery, 
convicted elected officials, and more—has to end not just because it is the ethical thing to do, but because 
it wastes taxpayer dollars and reduces confidence in our ability to address all the challenges we face 
together. 
 
As mayor, I will promote transparency and accountability by: 

• Providing the Inspector General with adequate resources to conduct regular audits of every City 
department to promote efficiency and increase public confidence that tax dollars are being spent 
for the good of the city. 

• Eliminating the requirement that the Legislative Inspector General must get approval from the 
Chicago Board of Ethics before opening an investigation. 

• Reducing greatly the number of no-bid city contracts and involving more City Council oversight 
of contracts. 

• Continuing hiring reforms to root out and eliminate patronage hiring and choosing people to 
manage departments based on their qualifications and ideas, not their relationship to the Mayor’s 
Office. 

• Increasing opportunities for public input through more public hearings and collaboration with 
community-based organizations. Ordinances will be available to the public online well before 
City Council votes. Overall, the public availability of information and documents via the web site 
will be expanded. 

 
 

11. Chicago is seen as a very racially diverse yet divided city. Do you agree with that sentiment? What, if 
any, steps would you take to address that in both your administration and in the city overall? 
 
There are many types of segregation—racial, ethnic, and economic are the types that people generally talk 
the most about. Within a neighborhood or school, there is also segregation based on cliques and other 
factors. Segregation anywhere can lead to mistrust, resentment, animosity, and – all too often –violence. 
 
While guarding ourselves against these negative consequences, we must not forget that our 
neighborhoods are part of our history and identity, and key to Chicago’s most precious contribution in the 
national arts and culture scene. Our unique, close-knit neighborhood communities are incubators of 
original ethnic and cultural expression. It is because of our communities that Chicagoans have the 
potential to deepen leadership in contemporary arts such as Architecture and Graphic Design while 
strengthening our local pipeline of influential fine artists and expanding this industry in the city. 
 
People choose to live and interact with people with the same background and interests for many reasons, 
including support, mutual understanding, or maintaining the practices in a shared heritage. As mayor, I 
can ensure that unethical practices do not diminish the quality of life among our neighborhoods. I am 
committed to representing the diversity of Chicago’s population in my administration through inclusive 
hiring practices and advisory commissions through which diverse voices can speak to the needs and assets 



of their communities.  I am committed to working to secure that all Chicagoans have equal access to 
economic and housing opportunity. 
 
 

12. What is your overall vision for your ward and/or the city of Chicago? What are its biggest problems and 
biggest assets? How will you build upon each? 
 
I envision a vibrant, inclusive democracy and economy in which all Chicagoans have fair and equitable 
access to opportunity, security, a range of reasonably-priced housing options, and a healthy quality of life.  
My broad priorities to foster such an environment are to: 

 
1. Create good jobs and spur economic development: 

● Trigger growth in green industries, high-tech manufacturing, the allied health industries 
and other promising economic sectors 

● Re-energize industries by building on Chicago’s strengths, such as our position as a 
transportation hub 

● Support small business by expanding access to capital and cutting unnecessary 
bureaucratic red tape 

● Prioritize jobs that deliver living wages and benefits and protect workers 
 
2. Tackle the issues of crime and public safety: 

● Put more police on our streets and better deploy officers to maximize responsiveness 
● Improve public safety and crime prevention by strengthening relationships among police, 

trusted community organizations, and residents 
● Build a 21st century police department by expanding and thoroughly integrating the use 

of technology to maximize responsiveness and solve more crimes 
● Enhance development opportunities to ensure a well-trained police department that 

reflects the city’s population through its competence and diversity 
 
3. Improve education opportunities and our school systems: 

● Work to convert every low-performing neighborhood school into a high-performing 
school 

● Promote state education funding reform to equalize funding across the state and reduce 
reliance on property taxes to fund education 

● Ensure an effective evaluation system and quality professional development for teachers 
and principals 

● Strengthen City Colleges of Chicago through an emphasis on career preparation 
programs in areas of job growth, expansion of adult education, and continuation of 
developmental courses 

 
4. Create a responsible city budget: 

● Maximize revenues without overburdening the regular taxpayer 
● Increase transparency regarding the use of TIF dollars and ensure their use to enhance 

neighborhood development 
● Cut spending on line items that do not meet basic city services and human needs 
● Audit city functions and expenditures to improve efficiency, weed out waste, and uncover 

corruption 
 
5. Make government work better and be fairer: 

● As a candidate for Mayor, I am not accepting campaign contributions from companies 
with city contracts 

● Provide the Inspector General with adequate resources to conduct annual audits of every 
City department 

● Reduce greatly the number of no-bid city contracts and invite more City Council 
oversight of contracts 

● Continue reforms to root out and eliminate patronage hiring 
 



 Chicago Votes/Rock the Vote Candidate Questionnaire (Speed Round) 
 

Please mark the top five community issues that you think should be dealt with right away. 
 

__x__Violence 
____  Radio and television content 
__x__Jobs and Unemployment 
__x__Quality Schools 
____Access to Healthcare 
____Access to Healthy Foods 
__x__Programs for Youth 
____Programs for Ex Offenders 
____Affordable Housing 
__x__Loans for Small Businesses 
____Support for Parents/Children 
____Police Misconduct/Bad Cops 
____Drugs 
____Domestic Violence 
____Civic Participation 
____Low Police Activity 
____Graffiti 
____Burglary or Robbery 
____Gang Activity 
____Loud Music 
 
 
Will you work to reverse the city’s parking meter deal? 
 
Definitely X 
Probably 
Unsure 
Probably Not 
Not at all 
 
Under the parking meter agreement, we have sold our rights and our future away. Chicago 
Parking Meters, LLC, a private investment firm owned primarily by Morgan Stanley, was able to 
buy these rights from the city for pennies on the dollar. This is a great loss of potential income for 
the city. Possibly worse than that, the contract requires compensation from the city when the 
government creates new bus and bicycle lanes and removes parking meters. This deters the city 
from addressing issues like public transportation, safety, and air pollution, and damages 
Chicago’s stature as an evolving, world-class city. As mayor, I will do everything in my power to 
end this damaging arrangement. 
 
It is not enough, however, to say that we have to get out of the deal—we need a clear mechanism 
to do it. That is why I have publicly stated my support for an existing lawsuit filed over a year 
ago by the Independent Voters of Illinois Independent Precinct Organization (IVI-IPO) and Aviva 
Pratt challenging the constitutionality of the parking meter contract. As mayor, I will add my 
administration’s name as a plaintiff in the lawsuit.  
 
 
Will you work to create 21st century job training programs for all Chicago residents, 
especially for youth and young adults? 
 
Definitely X 
Probably 
Unsure 
Probably Not 



Not at all 
 
As part of my initiative to re-enroll high school dropouts, I will ask that the private sector 
contribute to a new Chicago Youth Corps jobs program that will fund and offer part-time jobs to 
the re-enrolled students. I want students to finish their education and develop and experience 
work-related skills. 
 
We must also support initiatives for young and displaced workers, which is why I have 
announced education proposals to make higher education more accessible with special emphasis 
on access to the City Colleges of Chicago, where many young people get their start at college and 
many adults return to equip themselves for new jobs in the new economy. Access to higher 
education means access to jobs. 
 
This must include a particular focus on career preparation programs in areas of high job growth 
and maintaining and improving the quality of adult education and developmental courses for 
people who need to build their skills before moving into college-level work. Until every high 
school student graduates secure in the basics of reading, writing, and math, we must offer second 
chances through the City College system. 
 
The New Pathways to Affordable Higher Education pilot program will make higher education 
more affordable and accessible to students and their families. The initiative is a three-point plan 
that includes measures to: 
 
1. Expand the Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment Program: The New Pathways initiative will expand 
the dual credit and dual enrollment program between the Chicago Public Schools and the City 
Colleges of Chicago to allow high school students to get ahead academically, saving costs later in 
college. 
 
Dual credit provides many advantages: (1) it allows academically qualified high school students 
to earn credits that count toward a high school diploma and a college degree; (2) it can help 
students make the transition from high school to college; (3) it saves students and families 
money; and (4) it has the potential to shorten the time to a college degree or certificate. Students 
can save approximately $2,610 (one years’ tuition at a City College of Chicago). 
 
2. Adopt the State’s 2+2 MAP Plan Proposed by the State’s Monetary Award Program: The New 
Pathways 2+2 Initiative would establish the partnership between the City Colleges and Chicago’s 
public universities through a 2+2 Plan. Through 2+2, students can complete two years in a City 
College before finishing a degree at a four-year university. Students who attend two years at a 
City College of Chicago and finish their final two years at UIC can save approximately $18,300. 
 
3. Create a New Pilot 3+1 Program: New Pathways also includes the proposal to create a 3+1 
Plan for students in a high-demand major. 3+1 would enable students to complete three years of 
coursework at a City College of Chicago before finishing a degree at a public university in their 
fourth year. Students who attend three years at a City College and finish their final year at UIC 
can save approximately $27,450. 
 
 
Will you work to locate a Casino in downtown Chicago? 
 
Definitely 
Probably 
Unsure 
Probably Not 
Not at all  
 
I would prefer to generate revenue for the City through other means rather than a casino or other 
gambling. If I were to consider casino gambling, there would have to be very strict parameters 



established to gain my support for it in the city. As a global city, I believe that we potentially 
could offer casino gambling as a very small feature among many options for our visitors, and 
limit it to high traffic tourist areas—particularly McCormick Place. There are already discussions 
about a new hotel there to accommodate convention-goers; I envision such a hotel being an 
appropriate place to consider casino gambling, as it would be much more oriented toward serving 
tourists rather than Chicagoans. I would only support it in a very restricted way and in 
consultation with our residents. 
 
 
 
Will you work to continue Chicago’s rich history of neighborhood festivals? 
 
Definitely X 
Probably 
Unsure 
Probably Not 
Not at all 
 
I will seek ways to catalyze, limit barriers to, and publicize locally-based performances and 
exhibits.  I am a big fan of neighborhood festivals. I will do everything possible to retain them 
across the city in the face of rising Park District fees and the cost of police security and city 
services that have been threatening the financial feasibility of these festivals.  
 
Few cities in the nation have such a legacy of world class museums, theaters, and cultural 
institutions – Chicagoans since the Palmer family have had the opportunity to engage with global 
society from their front door.  Our city is a beacon in the Midwestern region and is often a 
cultural destination for our neighbors, both suburban and nationwide; therefore, our greatest 
contribution to the arts and culture is our ability to make these accessible to diverse groups of 
people.  This spirit is preserved by cultivating the pallet for arts and culture within our youth and 
educational system. 
 
Additionally, our unique, close-knit, neighborhood communities are incubators of original ethnic 
and cultural expression.  Chicagoans have the potential to deepen leadership in contemporary arts 
such as Architecture and Graphic Design while strengthening our local pipeline of influential fine 
artists and expanding this industry in the city.   
 
 
Will you work with community residents to develop special commissions to address the 
problems of violence, education, housing, employment, drugs use and mental health? 
 
Definitely X 
Probably  
Unsure 
Probably Not 
Not at all 
 
Just as I served under Mayor Harold Washington as chair of his Mayor’s Advisory Council on 
Latino Affairs, I will create structures that actively solicit input and feedback (both positive and 
negative) from Chicago residents about my administration’s relationship with and service to their 
communities. As mayor, I will engage and empower organized groups of Chicagoans through 
various means, including block clubs and/or formalized civic groups and nonprofits, to 
collaborate to bring new, creative solutions to some of our great city’s biggest challenges and to 
take advantage of huge opportunities. I will create an environment in which city Delegate 
Agencies as well as other community groups and residents, businesses, and other stakeholders in 
general do not need to fear retribution for offering critiques or ideas alternative to those put forth 
by the City. I will make every endeavor to transform “The City that Works” into “The City that 
Works Together.” 



 
Would you support moving city elections to a warmer month so that more people would be 
likely to participate? 
 
Definitely X 
Probably 
Unsure 
Probably Not 
Not at all 
 
As Mayor I will take leadership to move Chicago away from the politics of the past which has 
sought to control and limit civic participation.  I will encourage any and all mechanisms that seek 
to engage greater numbers and a diverse array of Chicagoans in the electoral process and in 
dialogue about the issues so that we may have a much more robust democracy. 
 
Will you work to identify resources that can support culturally relevant, neighborhood 
based youth programs and initiatives, both in and outside of the school system? 
 
Definitely X 
Probably 
Unsure 
Probably Not 
Not at all 
 
As a former staff member at the Barreto Boys and Girls Club and the former executive director of 
the Association House social service agency, I am thoroughly convinced of the value of programs 
for youth—whether they revolve around sports, arts, tutoring, job development, etc.  I have seen 
such programs help youth to find their passions and get prepared for further schooling and work. 
 
My vision and passion also includes ensuring that all children receive arts education as a regular 
part of their school curriculum.  This would provide for a more well-rounded education for youth, 
help them experience greater success in school and/or identify healthy extra-curricular activities 
to keep them positively engaged, and open up pathways for arts-related career opportunities.   
 
My 25-year old son, of whom I am very proud, is an artist. He has a Master of Fine Arts from the 
Rhode Island School of Design.  His artistic pursuits are multi-faceted, including video, music, 
sketching, and oil painting.  He also participates in poetry slams. My son was first exposed to the 
arts through arts and crafts activities like the ones we provided to neighborhood youth at 
Association House and at the Barreto Boys and Girls Club where I once worked.  My son has 
won awards, and he recently exhibited at Art Chicago at the Merchandise Mart. His journeys in 
the arts have taken him all over the world, including places I’ve never seen. 
 
In addition to arts education initiatives in schools, I believe that the city should invest in the arts 
in a balanced way that showcases fresh, energizing creativity; draws people to both downtown 
and neighborhood areas; and promotes access to the arts for Chicagoans of all income levels.  The 
city should take a very active role in promoting the availability of free arts education and 
activities in community centers and parks by encouraging corporate and philanthropic 
investments in the sector. 
 
The arts help youth build self-esteem.  I have watched youth who had been set aside flourish 
because of their participation in mural activities and other cultural programming. My own early 
fond memories are connected to my 5th grade participation in the musical “Oklahoma,” during 
which my teacher treated me as if I were an essential part of the production. Greater youth 
participation in the arts enhances our pipeline of local residents who grow up to participate in and 
enrich Chicago’s arts and culture community, as has happened with my son. 
 
 



Do you believe increasing the number of charter schools is the best way to address the 
deficiencies found within the Chicago Public School system? 
 
Definitely 
Probably 
Unsure 
Probably Not 
Not at all 
 
As a parent, I understand the need for academic options for one’s children. However, I believe 
our priority needs to be ensuring that neighborhood public schools at all levels are quality 
schools.  While still allowing for choice through selective enrollment schools and charter schools, 
we must not set up two parallel school systems. We need to invest public resources in a way that 
ensures that every neighborhood school is a quality school. 
 
Additionally, we need changes in how we fund CPS and utilize existing resources. All schools 
must have the proper resources to get the job done. Administrative reductions must be made, 
except school personnel that work with students directly, but there must be a search for additional 
public and private funding. We must become more competitive for federal funding for our 
schools and school-based programs, and we must recapture funds from Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) districts that are currently diverted from CPS’s revenue stream. 
 
Finally, we must work toward comprehensive reform of state school funding. I have a long track 
record of supporting comprehensive school funding reform to reduce the reliance on property 
taxes to fund public schools and the spending disparity between rich and poor districts. During 
my tenure as a state senator, in 2005 I took the lead on this issue, introducing a bill that called for 
a restructuring of the state income tax structure in a way that raised income tax on wealthy 
households but did not increase the burden on low-income families. It also called for an 
expansion of the sales tax base. 
 
 
Will you be an advocate for balanced, community sensitive programming being aired on 
publicly owned television and radio signals? 
 
Definitely X 
Probably 
Unsure 
Probably Not 
Not at all 
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Getting to Know You: A Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Name   Miguel del Valle         Age___59______     Sex  Male                 Ethnicity Puerto Rican 
 
Married (Yes/No) Children (Yes/No) How Many? __4___ Profession __Chicago City Clerk__ 
 
Educational Background:  
Chicago Public Schools 
Tuley High School (now Clemente) 
Northeastern Illinois University, BA 
Northeastern Illinois University, MA in Education and Guidance 
Honorary Degree National Louis University 
 
Community Experience/Boards, Etc.: 
 
Career to 1987 
Center for Neighborhood Technology 
Pilsen Little Village Mental health Center 
Unit Director of Barreto Boys and Girls Club of the Union League Foundation 
Executive Director of Association House 
Chairman of the Mayor Harold Washington’s Advisory Commission on Latino Affairs 
 
State Senator 1987-2006 
Assistant Majority Leader 
Chairman of the Education Committee 
Co-Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Education Funding Reform 
Senate Executive Committee 
Chairman of the Consumer Protection Committee 
Vice Chairman of the Higher Education Committee 
Founder Illinois Latino Legislative Caucus 
Member Illinois Legislative Black Caucus 
Leadership role in: 

Legislative redistricting 
Homeowner protection 
Early childhood development 
Comprehensive health coverage for children 
Protection against ATM crimes 
Increased funding for high school advanced placement programs 

 
City Clerk 2006 to present 
Modernized operations of the office of City Clerk 
Made Clerk’s office business more user friendly for all Chicagoans 
Made City Council meetings available live or on demand 
Expanded community outreach programs 
Published all City Council records from 1981 to present 
Committed to an ongoing study of how to make the Clerk’s office more efficient and more effective in 
serving the needs of the people 



 
Associations 
Co-founder of the Illinois Legislative Caucus Foundation 
Founder of the Illinois Association of Hispanic State Employees (IAHSE) 
Co-founder Illinois Latino Advisory Council on Higher Education (ILACHE) 
Co-founder the Alliance of Latinos and Jews Illinois 
Co-founder Hispanic Democratic Council  
 
 

13. What do you believe are the qualities the community desires in an elected official? 
 
I believe the time is ripe in Chicago for elected officials with integrity and honesty—those committed to 
good government and transparency.  The community desires and deserves a candidate with real leadership 
experience at the neighborhood level, the legislative level, and the city administrative level. I believe 
Chicago wants a strong leader who is also fair and seeks to share power with the City Council such that 
we have a healthy, deliberative process that has careful oversight of contracting and decisions to ensure 
that do not enter too quickly into privatization deals that will cheat the city in the long run or into 
contracts that favor special interests with special connections.  In this difficult budgetary environment, I 
believe voters desire a mayor who will make tough decisions about cutting spending with fairness and 
sensibility. I believe that the community desires a mayor that will ensure inclusive processes that truly 
seek to engage diverse perspectives as we seek the best decisions for the best interests of the broadest 
possible number of Chicagoans. 
 
 

14. What do you believe qualifies you to run for public office? 
 
I have thought about running for mayor dating back to my years in the state senate and in my current role 
as the City Clerk.  Upon hearing that Mayor Daley was not going to run for re-election, I declared the 
next day that I would run for mayor of Chicago.  I was the first person to declare my candidacy in this 
mayoral race, and I will stay in this race until the very end. 
 
Electing a new mayor provides the City of Chicago with a historic opportunity to create not just a “city 
that works,” but a city that works together – through good government, transparency, and democracy. I 
have consistently supported good government, transparency, and democracy because one of my core 
principles is fairness. Fairness means people have an opportunity to succeed based on their merits, not 
who they know or who they gave a campaign contribution to.  
 
I am a true Chicagoan. I grew up on the West Side. I graduated from Chicago public schools. I received 
my BA and MA from a Chicago university. My parents worked hard in Chicago factories to give my 
close knit family a chance to pursue the American dream. 
 
I was drawn to public service. In my early career I worked with several different community 
organizations, quickly ascending to leadership positions. In 1982, my participation in Harold 
Washington’s winning mayoral campaign inspired me to run for office. 
 
When I ran for the Illinois State Senate in 1986, I put together a remarkable coalition spanning all ages, 
genders, races, and ethnicities. I beat the machine candidate to become the first Latino senator. My record 
in the Senate was unparalleled. I was known for being able to build consensus and construct cross-party 
coalitions to pass legislation that benefited all of the people of the city and the state. I retired from the 
Senate in 2006 as the Assistant Majority Leader. 
 
Since 2006, I have been the City Clerk of Chicago. I have cut through the muddle of the entrenched 
bureaucracy of City Hall to bring real and needed change to a tired system. I have made city services 
more accessible. I have created a user-friendly website. I have made city legislation and executive orders 
available online. I have made it possible for videos of City Council meetings to be available to the public. 
 
I love Chicago, its people and its neighborhoods. I understand the tremendous complexities that are ever 



present in the managing of a world class city. I appreciate the balance needed to make the city a great 
place to live, educate our children, maximize opportunity for all, and foster a creative and positive 
environment for business. With all the challenges that Chicago is facing, I am tremendously excited at the 
opportunity to help shepherd this great city into a new era. My unique experience and my passion for 
Chicago will make me Chicago’s next great mayor. 
 
 

15. What do you believe is the reason behind the increase in youth violence and how do you plan to address 
it? 
 
I believe that joblessness, hopelessness, and idleness tend to lead increases in youth violence.  Youth need 
positive activities to keep them occupied and challenged, and they need an educational system that both 
promises and delivers on a quality education that will prepare them for a productive future in the 
workforce.  Of course, the recent, long-lasting economic recession has left many youth that might 
otherwise be working with little else to do.  I believe in preventing crime and violence by supporting the 
effort to provide youth with opportunities to engage in positive activities and contribute to community life 
through after school programming, summer and after school jobs, and other investments.  
 
It is also vital that the issue of youth violence be embedded in every school’s improvement plan. The 
students spend the majority of their day in schools. The role of the staff of the schools is to constantly 
provide inspiration, role modeling, and guidance to prevent youth violence. Each school community 
should decide how they will do that. 
 
Despite good intentions, though, the reality remains that many youth will get caught up in the challenges 
of their environment and may get in trouble in their early years. As such, it is imperative to promote and 
help bring to scale programs that intervene and bring corrective action to get youth back on a productive 
path rather than simply emphasizing punitive measures that lead down a path to nowhere. I endorse 
programs like the Community Renewal Society High HOPES campaign, which focuses training and 
action of CPS officials around restorative justice practices. 
 
I also support community-based violence prevention efforts such as CeaseFire, an evidence-based 
epidemiological method to reduce violence. The engagement of neighbors and community-based 
organizations in block club organizing as well as the provision of healthy out-of-school time activities, 
job development programs, and actual jobs for youth are also key components to combating youth 
violence. 
 
 

16. What are your plans to increase job and employment opportunities in the city of Chicago? 
 
One of my top priorities is to create good jobs and spur economic development. I believe that attracting 
new employers is necessary to achieve this priority. In order to do this we need to focus on the strengths 
of Chicago, such as our position as a transportation hub. We need to continue to foster growth in areas 
where we are already strong, including green industries, high-tech manufacturing, the allied health 
industries, and other promising economic sectors. We also need to prepare a 21st Century workforce, 
taking advantage of these niche opportunities. I believe that these are necessary components to attracting 
new employers and increasing job creation. 
 
The next mayor also needs to actively court companies—like the current mayor and governor did with 
Ford, though they need not be enterprises quite as large as that. Ford leadership specifically noted that the 
outreach made a bigger difference than any tax benefits or other goodies. We must also create the right 
environment. The New York Times reported on November 30 that the Midwest is emerging as a center for 
clean energy. But the states that were attracting plants were Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan; not Illinois. We 
enjoy the same advantages that they do (workforce, history of manufacturing, universities) but haven’t 
seen the same investment. Without the right kind of leadership, we’re not just losing out to China, but to 
our neighbors, in the competition for these emerging industries and the high-paying jobs they create. 
Attracting these industries directly creates jobs and benefits existing companies in our supply chain. The 



right political leadership can make that happen in Chicago, in partnership with our universities and the 
private sector. 
 
As such, as mayor I will be committed to reaching out to recruit companies and reaching within to 
coordinate with existing assets to make Chicago a global leader in advanced manufacturing. No industry 
is growing faster, adding more jobs, and promises our city more of a strong economic future than the 
technology sector, if we take advantage of the opportunities. We will make Chicago a world-class 
innovation economy: we’re going to dream, design, and build the future, right here in our neighborhoods. 
 
We have the pieces in place – the universities, the people, the space, and, the desire. Now, we must put it 
all together. We must make sure we have the best trained workforce in the world. Graduates from our 
public schools must be ready for college and work. Our community college and workforce training 
programs must be aligned to industry demand—students should graduate ready for the jobs that you are 
creating today and tomorrow. Chicago has the great benefit of serving as home to several internationally 
recognized universities. We must retain the talent being nurtured at our universities and connect them 
with industry here in Chicago. We want the great engineers, scientists, and innovators being trained in 
Chicago to stay in Chicago and help take the biotech, nanotech, solar power, and wind power to the next 
level. To attract and maintain these jobs, we must create an innovation ecosystem in Chicago by 
connecting our universities, technology and manufacturing companies, and talent so we can become true 
global competitors. 
 
As Mayor I will convene a quarterly innovation round table to bring together private sector leadership, 
our universities and innovation centers, community-based organizations, and unions. While it will be a 
chance for me and my administration to listen and learn, the mission of the roundtable will be to 
transform the city that works into the city that works together. 
 
 

17. What will you do to improve the Chicago Public School system, from kindergarten through high school? 
Are there any special measures that you would take to address the special needs that students and the 
communities they reside in may have? If so, what do you see as ‘special needs’ and how would you 
address them? 
 
As the chairman of the state’s P-20 Council which helps develop a framework to guide education policy 
for pre-kindergarten through graduate school in Illinois, these issues are very close to my heart. We need 
to invest public resources in a way that ensures that every neighborhood school is a quality school, as lots 
of families do not have access to charter schools and selective-enrollment schools.  We need to ensure a 
quality education for every student—whether one with a disability, one who needs bilingual education, or 
one who comes to school hungry because their family cannot afford breakfast. As such, it is crucial that 
we address the neighborhood schools with fervor for accountability, student performance, parent 
involvement, and equalized funding.  
 
We must review and monitor schools that continue to perform at unacceptable levels. We must also 
review reconstitution plans very carefully to include the schools’ learning communities. Everyone must 
be heard during the process of evaluation. The teachers, the parents, the students, and the community at 
large must work collaboratively before any decisions are made to close a school. It is crucial that 
neighborhood issues are also taken into consideration. The board needs to adopt procedures that are clear 
and fair for determining reconstitution. 
 
All schools must be treated equally and fairly. We will maintain schools that have successful programs. 
Neighborhood schools should receive the same attention as specialized schools and magnet schools. 
Neighborhood schools are the anchors in every community throughout Chicago. 
 
As I recently announced, we must also build upon the existing “Community Schools” model to create 
additional Community Learning Centers within the lowest performing schools. We will create 
partnerships among the private sector, nonprofit organizations, and these schools to create extended day 
learning opportunities that may include the arts, sports, technology, tutoring, and specialized programs for 
students. Crucial to this model is a parent component in which parents can also take classes such as GED 



or ESL in addition to being involved in programming for the benefit of the children. A good example of 
such Community Learning Centers is the one at Monroe Elementary School in the Logan Square 
neighborhood. Monroe partners with the Logan Square Neighborhood Association (LSNA) to provide 
programs for families after school and in the evening, including adult education classes for parents, 
homework help for students, as well as sports, music, and art programs for children. 
 
According to a study conducted by the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), Chicago Public School 
students participating in Community Learning Centers improve academically. Of those students, 70% 
improved their completion of homework, 72% improved their participation in class, 66% improved their 
classroom behavior, and 73% improved their overall academic performance. In addition, eighth graders 
proved better prepared for high school. 
 
I propose a partnership with the private sector to fund the creation of more Community Learning Centers 
like this one, increasing their number by 50% during my first term as mayor. Just as we have a 
responsibility to be engaged in our children’s learning, Chicago’s business community must continue to 
support community learning as well. This is a natural partnership. I believe in these partnerships because 
they work. 
 
I would also seek to ensure that all CPS schools have active, well-trained, functioning Local School 
Councils. As a state senator, I was the co-sponsor of the 1988 School Reform law that created Local 
School Councils. When I spoke at the 20th Anniversary Celebration of Parents United for Responsible 
Education (PURE), I said, “Show me a school that’s progressing, I will show you a school with a Local 
School Council that is strong, that is involved, that is connected, that is fully engaged. 

 
We need to refine our system and process for teacher evaluation. I believe that evaluation should be used 
to provide ongoing feedback and be used to help inform training and professional development for 
teachers and staff. However, I also believe that, in collaboration with the teachers’ union, there needs to 
be a review and necessary changes to ensure a process that will allow termination of those teachers that 
fail to do their job effectively. 
 
The State of Illinois is requiring all districts to change their teacher evaluation process to make it more 
transparent and helpful to teachers. The Chicago Public Schools recently received a $34 million Teacher 
Incentive Fund grant from the federal government to improve teacher evaluation practices. Such practices 
should help identify areas where teachers need to grow and connect these teachers to trainings. The trend 
in educational theory is toward the development of whole new models of teaching—to help the US catch 
up with other countries—and existing teachers must be empowered to participate in these new models as 
they flow from our teaching universities and education policy think tanks. 
 
The foundation of a good teacher evaluation system is to thoroughly evaluate teachers early in their 
career, before tenure is awarded, and then support teachers’ efforts to continue to improve across their 
entire careers. I was a chief co-sponsor of the 2004 state law creating the Grow Your Own Teacher 
Program. I’m glad to see that a recent evaluation of the program concluded that GYO beginning teachers 
far exceeded expectations on curriculum and instruction through a combination of high quality teacher 
education and ongoing support. 
 
None of this can be done without changes in how we fund CPS and utilize existing resources. All schools 
must have the proper resources to get the job done. Administrative reductions must be made, except 
school personnel that work with students directly. But there must be a search for additional public and 
private funding. We must become more competitive for federal funding for our schools and school-based 
programs, and we must recapture TIF district funds that are currently diverted from the CPS.  We must 
draw down on universal breakfast funding that is currently being left on the table. 
 
We must also work toward comprehensive reform of state school funding. I have a long track record of 
supporting comprehensive school funding reform to reduce the reliance on property taxes to fund public 
schools and reduce the spending disparity between rich and poor districts. During my tenure as a state 
senator, in 2005 I took the lead on this issue, introducing a bill which called for a restructuring of the state 



income tax structure in a way that raised income tax on wealthy households but did not increase the 
burden on low-income families. It also called for the expansion of the sales tax base. 
 
 

18. What are your thoughts about the costs of housing in Chicago, both for ownership and rental? Are there 
particular actions that you will take on the issue? 
 
While housing prices have come down on average during the Great Recession, many families still 
struggle with housing costs.  Directly and indirectly, all people and neighborhoods in Chicago have been 
injured by the foreclosure crisis. Today, even working and middle class families are losing their homes. 
The foreclosure crisis, in combination with the economic downturn, has worsened long-standing 
problems, such as lack of affordable housing and homelessness. Public and private efforts to remediate 
the crisis have had some benefit, but much more needs to be done. The City of Chicago’s ability and 
resources to address housing problems are limited, but we need to do all that we can to make sure that 
every person has access to decent and affordable housing. 
 
As Mayor, I will work to promote affordable housing for all by: 

• Supporting a city ordinance that will force banks and other owners of foreclosed and vacant 
properties to keep them secure and well maintained. 

• Using the leverage of City investments to force banks that do business with the City to do more to 
work with homeowners in foreclosure so they can keep their homes. 

• Using innovative tools, such as Community Land Trusts and land banks, to facilitate the rehab of 
foreclosed properties for affordable housing for working and low-income families, rather than 
just selling to speculators. 

• Working to educate communities about the importance of affordable housing and using public 
education tools to increase community acceptance of quality, well maintained affordable housing. 

• Ensuring continued progress in minimizing homelessness by building on Chicago’s Plan to End 
Homelessness and other efforts. 

• Working with the Cook County Assessor’s Office to ensure that the assessed values of properties 
accurately reflect declining home values in many communities. 

 
 

19. What are your feelings about public housing and assisted living in the city of Chicago? Are there 
particular actions that you will take on the issue? 

 
I believe that the Chicago Housing Authority’s Plan for Transformation needs to be completed. I believe 
strongly in mixed-income communities. I want public housing residents and all Chicagoans to have a 
healthier quality of life than the previous “projects” offered. As the Plan for Transformation continues to 
move forward, my desire for it is that it maximize the communities’ full potential and health as diverse, 
mixed-income communities that promote the dignity and well-being of all residents and serve as models 
to the rest of the nation of successful, sustainable neighborhoods. 
 
Additionally, I wish to point out how important it is to have ongoing workforce development supports for 
public housing residents through the Partnership for New Communities. This collaboration of 
philanthropic foundations, corporations, and workforce development providers is key to helping the most 
vulnerable residents of the Transformation communities move toward economic independence. I applaud 
the Partnership for New Communities’ attraction of federal dollars to fund job training work in a big way, 
as well as the strategic redirection of dollars from the 2016 Fund to support these efforts. 
 
However, we should not assume that the housing mix, funding models, or business attraction plans 
utilized for the original Plan for Transformation communities should automatically be applied to those 
developments that have not yet undergone redevelopment, such as Lathrop Homes. Lathrop Homes and 
its surrounding community present a very different context than most of the CHA’s other developments 
did. And the public funding and bank financing realities that existed during much of the Plan’s first 10 
years are not currently relevant. Lathrop Homes presents a real opportunity to connect with the new 
interest from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to better integrate housing 



development, good transportation planning, environmental issues, and the desire to create models that can 
inform future housing and community development around the country. 
 
It is also important to note that because HUD dollars were inadequate to complete the HOPE VI Plan for 
Transformation communities, the City utilized significant corporate dollars and affordable housing 
financing mechanisms to fill budget gaps. The City likely will not be in the position any time in the near 
future to subsidize public housing development as it did over the life of the plan’s first 10 years. It will 
require great creativity to complete these developments. 
 
Additionally, subsidizing the CHA limited the City Department of Housing and Community 
Development’s ability to fund needed affordable housing in other neighborhoods. As such, I am 
supportive of efforts to bring more dollars into the system for strategically-placed affordable housing and 
assisted living to neighborhoods, in collaboration with communities and their aldermen. 
 
Therefore, on November 4, I announced my support of the Sweet Home Chicago campaign and called 
upon City Council to pass this important ordinance that has the potential of creating almost 3,000 jobs 
and providing affordable housing for thousands of Chicagoans. It is a shame that this ordinance sat in 
City Council for 10 months while our neighborhoods continue to struggle with foreclosures and 
joblessness. I was gladdened on November 15, when the Sweet Home Chicago ordinance was 
recommended to the City Council by a 13-8 vote of the Housing and Finance committees. 
 
I continue to support the original ordinance introduced by the Sweet Home Chicago campaign that would 
dedicate 20 percent of Tax Increment Finance (TIF) funds for affordable housing. The Sweet Home 
Chicago ordinance also targets households with more significant housing affordability problems: rental 
housing for families earning less than $37,700 for a family of four and for-sale housing for households 
earning less than $60,300 for a family of four. 
 
 

20. Drugs and crime are two issues that young people feel affect their communities in negative ways. How do 
you perceive the issues and what will you do to address them? 
 
Chicago must be a safe place to live, learn, work, and do business. All neighborhoods must be engaged in 
identifying and developing methods to keep us all safe from crime and violence. The City must make 
funding to ensure the safety of all Chicago residents a priority. 
 
I will work to improve public safety by: 

• Increasing the number of police working to prevent and solve crimes by reallocating funds 
towards filling the current vacancies on the police force, and shifting city resources away from 
desk work and lower priorities. 

• Breaking the code of silence and the cycle of retribution by intervening with a rapid response to 
violence in partnership with established community-based organizations. 

• Enhancing development opportunities to ensure a well-trained police department that is diverse 
across all ranks and reflects the city’s population. 

• Integrating technology into police operations to build a 21st Century police force. 
• Preventing crime and violence by supporting the effort to provide youth with opportunities to 

engage in positive activities and contribute to community life. 
• Reintegrating former prisoners safely. 
• Strengthening relationships among police, trusted community organizations, and residents on all 

public safety issues by revitalizing community policing and the CAPS program. 
• Evaluating the enforcement and effectiveness of the City of Chicago gun control ordinance 

passed in July 2010 and revising as needed to get illegal handguns and all assault and automatic 
weapons off the street. 

 
I support community-based violence prevention efforts such as CeaseFire. Cease Fire is an evidence-
based epidemiological method to reduce violence. Evaluations of the program prove its effectiveness 
where the program is implemented. Current funding by the City of Chicago is inadequate for violence 
prevention. The engagement of neighbors and community-based organizations in block club organizing as 



well as the provision of healthy out-of-school time activities, job development programs, and actual jobs 
for youth are also key components to combating crime. 
 
Also, I believe that the CAPS program needs to be reinvented. Currently the CAPS program is a police-
driven initiative and should be more driven by community efforts. I desire to have more police visible on 
the beat on a regular basis while forging new strategic partnerships with neighbors and community-based 
organizations to promote crime prevention strategies. I will insist that the CAPS program be a tool to 
identify real problems and real solutions. 
 
As a society, we need to redouble our efforts to get drugs off the streets and rid our communities of the 
gang violence that comes with it.  We need to offer youth constructive alternatives to gangs and drugs. 
But for those who do get wrapped up in this negative activity, we need to find solutions to the problem 
that do not simply fill our jails with non-violent offenders while burdening our society with the cost of 
incarceration.  As such, I will promote substance abuse recovery programs rather than incarceration for 
young people with minor drug offenses.  And I will support restorative justice programs, such as some to 
the pilot programs being carried out in the Chicago Public Schools. 
 
 

21. How do you plan to deal with the city budget and the current city deficit? Are there specific areas that you 
would like to cut spending in and/or new ways that you have identified to help increase revenue? If so, 
what are they and how would they work? 
 
We cannot cut our way out of the current budget deficit. We will have to identify new revenue. But I will 
pursue new taxes and fees on a very limited basis and when these relate to individuals or businesses 
paying their fair share. I will not put more financial burdens on low income and middle class families. 
 
Identifying New Revenue 
As taxpayers we are entitled to a great deal more federal funding than we are getting. I would make sure 
that we pursue and capture all the federal and state dollars we are leaving on the table. The City of 
Chicago ranks near the bottom of the list of states receiving their share of federal funding, ranking 44 out 
of all 50 states in per capita return on tax dollars for FY09. For example, the City has not worked 
particularly hard to pursue federal dollars for brownfield redevelopment, which could leverage the 
development of new enterprises that would generate new jobs. As mayor I would also aggressively pursue 
more federal transportation dollars as I seek to build an economic development strategy that includes a 
focus upon Chicago’s historic position as a key transportation hub. 
 
Additionally, we are leaving TIF revenue on the table. For next year, we could tap for the city’s corporate 
budget $140 - $200 million in TIF funds—which represent a percentage of unobligated and 
unprogrammed dollars currently available in the TIFs. When we tap these surplus dollars, we would also 
trigger the return of other surplus dollars to the public schools, the parks, and other taxing bodies, 
according to an established formula. 
 
I have also proposed that we consider a new Speculator’s Tax, similar to the stock transfer tax in New 
York State or the United Kingdom’s 0.5 percent stamp tax on stock trades. (The UK’s tax raises $4 
billion or more a year without stifling the country’s markets. The sixth largest economy in the world, it 
has the second largest equity market in the world.) Finally, I would look at drawing down from private 
entities fair payment for city services. City services, such as water and police protection, are currently 
financed by city taxpayers. It is time that developers, utility companies, concert promoters, and others 
begin to help cover city costs. 
 
I do not support a property tax hike, and I am opposed to taxes that unduly burden low-income and 
middle class families. 
 
Budget Cuts 
I am fundamentally in favor of promoting government efficiency and considering where realignments 
could save the city money without inappropriately diminishing services. While it will be entirely 
necessary to find places where the City budget can be cut, the reduction of expenditures must be done 



with an eye toward finding new efficiencies and developing new models of service delivery that ensure 
that we maintain an appropriate level of services to Chicagoans across all of our neighborhoods. In that 
vein, as Chicago’s City Clerk (2006-present), I modernized operations and instituted cost-saving 
efficiencies while making services user-friendly. 
 
I support having the Inspector General’s office conduct more program audits of City departments to help 
identify waste and inefficiency. The City staffing structure should similarly be analyzed to examine the 
optimal number of personnel and units required to accomplish the goals and functions of City 
government. It may make sense to merge departments as we consider the most efficient use of scarce 
public resources. 
 
Where upper and middle management is bloated we have the responsibility to make adjustments. I have 
already publicly suggested that we may be able to find $100 million in cuts, including in middle 
management. And I have already been quoted in Crain’s saying that I will consider operating garbage 
collection on a grid system in an effort to save money. 
 
 

22. How do you feel about the claim that Chicago politics and the city government is rife with corruption? 
How will you work to improve both the perception and the reality? 
 
The corruption that has become a regular part of city life—pay-to-play politics, illegal hiring, bribery, 
convicted elected officials, and more—has to end not just because it is the ethical thing to do, but because 
it wastes taxpayer dollars and reduces confidence in our ability to address all the challenges we face 
together. 
 
As mayor, I will promote transparency and accountability by: 

• Providing the Inspector General with adequate resources to conduct regular audits of every City 
department to promote efficiency and increase public confidence that tax dollars are being spent 
for the good of the city. 

• Eliminating the requirement that the Legislative Inspector General must get approval from the 
Chicago Board of Ethics before opening an investigation. 

• Reducing greatly the number of no-bid city contracts and involving more City Council oversight 
of contracts. 

• Continuing hiring reforms to root out and eliminate patronage hiring and choosing people to 
manage departments based on their qualifications and ideas, not their relationship to the Mayor’s 
Office. 

• Increasing opportunities for public input through more public hearings and collaboration with 
community-based organizations. Ordinances will be available to the public online well before 
City Council votes. Overall, the public availability of information and documents via the web site 
will be expanded. 

 
 

23. Chicago is seen as a very racially diverse yet divided city. Do you agree with that sentiment? What, if 
any, steps would you take to address that in both your administration and in the city overall? 
 
There are many types of segregation—racial, ethnic, and economic are the types that people generally talk 
the most about. Within a neighborhood or school, there is also segregation based on cliques and other 
factors. Segregation anywhere can lead to mistrust, resentment, animosity, and – all too often –violence. 
 
While guarding ourselves against these negative consequences, we must not forget that our 
neighborhoods are part of our history and identity, and key to Chicago’s most precious contribution in the 
national arts and culture scene. Our unique, close-knit neighborhood communities are incubators of 
original ethnic and cultural expression. It is because of our communities that Chicagoans have the 
potential to deepen leadership in contemporary arts such as Architecture and Graphic Design while 
strengthening our local pipeline of influential fine artists and expanding this industry in the city. 
 



People choose to live and interact with people with the same background and interests for many reasons, 
including support, mutual understanding, or maintaining the practices in a shared heritage. As mayor, I 
can ensure that unethical practices do not diminish the quality of life among our neighborhoods. I am 
committed to representing the diversity of Chicago’s population in my administration through inclusive 
hiring practices and advisory commissions through which diverse voices can speak to the needs and assets 
of their communities.  I am committed to working to secure that all Chicagoans have equal access to 
economic and housing opportunity. 
 
 

24. What is your overall vision for your ward and/or the city of Chicago? What are its biggest problems and 
biggest assets? How will you build upon each? 
 
I envision a vibrant, inclusive democracy and economy in which all Chicagoans have fair and equitable 
access to opportunity, security, a range of reasonably-priced housing options, and a healthy quality of life.  
My broad priorities to foster such an environment are to: 

 
1. Create good jobs and spur economic development: 

● Trigger growth in green industries, high-tech manufacturing, the allied health industries 
and other promising economic sectors 

● Re-energize industries by building on Chicago’s strengths, such as our position as a 
transportation hub 

● Support small business by expanding access to capital and cutting unnecessary 
bureaucratic red tape 

● Prioritize jobs that deliver living wages and benefits and protect workers 
 
2. Tackle the issues of crime and public safety: 

● Put more police on our streets and better deploy officers to maximize responsiveness 
● Improve public safety and crime prevention by strengthening relationships among police, 

trusted community organizations, and residents 
● Build a 21st century police department by expanding and thoroughly integrating the use 

of technology to maximize responsiveness and solve more crimes 
● Enhance development opportunities to ensure a well-trained police department that 

reflects the city’s population through its competence and diversity 
 
3. Improve education opportunities and our school systems: 

● Work to convert every low-performing neighborhood school into a high-performing 
school 

● Promote state education funding reform to equalize funding across the state and reduce 
reliance on property taxes to fund education 

● Ensure an effective evaluation system and quality professional development for teachers 
and principals 

● Strengthen City Colleges of Chicago through an emphasis on career preparation 
programs in areas of job growth, expansion of adult education, and continuation of 
developmental courses 

 
4. Create a responsible city budget: 

● Maximize revenues without overburdening the regular taxpayer 
● Increase transparency regarding the use of TIF dollars and ensure their use to enhance 

neighborhood development 
● Cut spending on line items that do not meet basic city services and human needs 
● Audit city functions and expenditures to improve efficiency, weed out waste, and uncover 

corruption 
 
5. Make government work better and be fairer: 

● As a candidate for Mayor, I am not accepting campaign contributions from companies 
with city contracts 



● Provide the Inspector General with adequate resources to conduct annual audits of every 
City department 

● Reduce greatly the number of no-bid city contracts and invite more City Council 
oversight of contracts 

● Continue reforms to root out and eliminate patronage hiring 
 


