
 

DEMOCRACY DAY:  March 23rd, 2011 
 
Over the past 30 years, civic education has been systematically cut from public schools.  
Opportunities to learn about politics and government are rare, and programs to register newly 
eligible high school students are not widespread.  This is the next frontier to further youth civic 
engagement. 
 
On March 23rd Rock the Vote will be launching Democracy Day, a day when educators nationwide 
will bring Rock the Vote’s Democracy Class to their students in a massive push towards civic 
engagement. Democracy Class is a one class period program that uses video, a classroom 
discussion and a mock election to teach young people the skills to navigate the elections process 
and engage as active citizens.   
 
This historic date marks the 40th anniversary of Congress proposing the 26th Amendment, giving 
18-year-old citizens the right to vote.  As part of the national launch of the program, we’ll be 
partnering with local and national organizations including the National Education Association 
(NEA) who will help us offer Democracy Class to their more than 3.2 million educators across the 
country. 
 
Educators can sign up now to participate in Democracy Day and get their free materials at: 
www.democracyday.com. 
 
About Democracy Class: 
Rock the Vote has served as the leader in engaging young people in politics for over two decades. 
We have worked to simplify and demystify voter registration and elections for young adults by 
using the latest technology and popular culture to energize young Americans to participate in the 
political process. Holding true to this mission and given the incredible need to foster civic 
participation among our country’s young people, we developed Democracy Class. 
 
Democracy Class targets high school students across the country, bringing them into the political 
process and encouraging them to get involved. Through the program, we will develop new 
interactive learning methods to foster civic engagement, reach a generation of young people and 
register them to vote. 
  
Democracy Class is supported by an impressive and diverse advisory board of public officials, 
education leaders and artists, including: The Honorable Debra Bowen, Secretary of State, 
California; The Honorable Sam Reed, Secretary of State, Washington; Steve Barr, Founder and 
Chair Emeritus, Green Dot Public Schools; and Benji and Joel Madden of the band Good Charlotte. 
A full list of advisory board members is available on the Democracy Class site. 
 
DemocracyClass.com is a destination for students, offering interviews with Alicia Keys, NBA All-
Star Baron Davis, singer Michael Franti, Good Charlotte and Cali Swag District where they discuss 
the issues that concern them most.  The site also has information on voter registration and 
volunteer opportunities, as well as free music from more than 20 different bands. 



Lesson Plan Overview:  
• Class begins with a video covering the history of voting rights and how young people are 

affected by elections.  
• Class continues with a discussion of national and local issues identified by the students, 

showing how the leaders we elect to office impact most of our daily concerns. 
• Eligible students are then registered to vote, and non-eligible students have an opportunity 

to “pledge to vote.”  
• The lesson ends with an in-class mock election where students run for office based on a 

platform of issues they support. 
 
Program Components: 

• Interactive lesson plan (45 minutes) that uses music and popular culture as a means to 
teach students about civics and democracy.  This can be taught by Rock the Vote staff 
and partners, or downloaded from the Democracy Class website for use by educators. 

• An online hub (www.democracyclass.com) allows students to learn more about 
elections and civic engagement. 

• Videos, music and personal appearances from Rock the Vote artists sharing their 
thoughts on issues most important to them and encouraging students to take action by 
participating in our democracy. 

• Voter registration of eligible students. 
 
A Proven Model: 
Rock the Vote has spent the last two years building and piloting the Democracy Class program in a 
handful of states across the country. In that time, we visited hundreds of schools, partnered with 
groups like Upward Bound and YouthBuild to bring Democracy Class to their programs, and 
presented at various conferences such as the National Council for the Social Studies annual 
meeting this past fall.  The feedback from students and teachers has been overwhelmingly positive - 
“great program,” “outstanding program and a treat for the students.”  At the culminating event for 
our pilot period, we joined with Democracy Class board member and California Secretary of State 
Debra Bowen, Los Angeles Councilman Tony Cardenas, rising hip-hop stars Cali Swag District and 
KIIS FM radio at Arleta High School for an exciting day of music and engagement.  
 
Contact: 
Chrissy Faessen | V.P. Marketing & Communications 
Rock the Vote 
Chrissy@rockthevote.com 
202-719-9941 
 
About Rock the Vote: 
Rock the Vote engages young people in our democracy and builds their political power by 
registering, educating and turning them out to vote, by forcing the candidates to campaign to them, 
and by making politicians pay attention to youth and the issues they care about once in office. For 
more than 20 years, we have used music, popular culture, new technologies and old-fashioned 
grassroots organizing to engage and mobilize young people to participate in every election. By 
providing them with the information and tools they need since 1990, Rock the Vote has registered 
more than 5 million young people, including more than 2.5 million in the historic 2008 election 
and almost 300,000 in 2010’s midterm elections. In 2011 and beyond, Rock the Vote will be at the 
forefront of reinvigorating democracy and redefining citizenship for a generation, building 
relationships and activating a growing, diverse base of young Americans. 
 

www.democracyclass.com  


