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Student Profile

Applied before? no

Previously funded? no

Merit scholarship? no

Majors/Minors/Certificates (reported by Student):

I have declared a major in Psychology and intend to declare minors in Political Science and Art History.

Majors/Minors/Certificates from PeopleSoft:

Psychology (AB)

Campus Affiliations:

Duke Dancing Devils (2008-Present), Kappa Alpha Theta (2009-Present), First-Year Advisory Counselor (2009), Duke

Greek Emerging Leaders (2009). Furthermore, I served as social chairman for the Duke Dancing Devils and Kappa

Alpha Theta, beginning in the fall of 2009 and concluding in the spring of 2010. I am also currently the Vice President of

Administration for Kappa Alpha Theta.

FOCUS involvement:

None.

Study abroad experience:

I studied abroad in Barcelona, Spain through CEA (Cultural Experiences Abroad).

Will your program/project entail travel outside the United States: no

Do you have a current passport, valid 6 months past the first day of classes next year: yes

Passport Name:

Alexa Galan

Passport Expiration:

09/19/2019

US Citizenship Status from PeopleSoft:

Citizen

Has Social Security Card that can be brought to DE office: no

Accepted the Terms and Conditions:

yes

Health Insurance:

Name: Laura Santamaria

Policy #: W16723625402

Carrier: Aetna

Curricular Requirements

Using project to meet internship requirement for a major or certificate program? no

Major, program, or certificate for internship:

Consider Other Group Project Placement

If your 1st and 2nd choice of programs are full, are you willing to

consider placement in another group program? no

Short Essay Questions

1. Explain your rationale for choosing to apply to this group program. Why do you desire to serve in this location or with

this population? (250 words maximum)

My interest in applying to the Duke Engage in Washington D.C. program stems from my belief that political apathy
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among young voters is a grave problem that has left the youth without a voice in politics. Election after election,

politicians overlook this important demographic in favor of catering to constituents who support them by coming out and

voting. In turn, the absence of political vigor within the youth has resulted in legislation that does not reflect their political

opinions or visions.

However, through education and civic engagement, Rock the Vote has made significant strides in propelling the youth to

get involved in elections and be informed on political issues. In turn, having the opportunity to be a part of such an

esteemed organization that has been successful in harnessing the power of the youth would be a true honor.

Additionally, as the nation???s capitals, Washington D.C. offers an environment where civics and government are an

integral part of its population and everyday life. It is where federal laws, regulations and political initiatives emerge and

evolve. Our capital also offers a diverse, multi-cultural and multi-ethnic population, which is the ideal setting for

community outreach work, developing strategic and effective communications and conducting general research in the

civics and government fields. Consequently, working with Rock the Vote in Washington D.C. would significantly enhance

my understanding of the political arena and would allow me to work towards encouraging the youth to get involved in the

political process.

2. Describe one or two experiences you have had that demonstrate your ability to contribute to this program in a

meaningful way. (250 words maximum)

When I was ten years old, Rock the Vote launched a commercial campaign in collaboration with MTV featuring well

known celebrities wearing shirts that read ???Vote or Die.??? As a result, without a true understanding of what it meant

to vote, I wanted to vote! Admittedly, I think a mature audience would require more than just a trendy commercial to

convince them to get involved, but my experience demonstrates how I was personally affected by Rock the Vote and

how this institution opened the world of politics to me. In turn, not only do I believe in the Rock the Vote???s mission

statement, but I believe in their ability to continue inspiring the youth to take an interest in politics. Having the opportunity

to reach out to just one person and motivate them like I myself was once motivated would be such a privilege. I believe

that I can use my personal experience to contribute to the program in a meaningful way.

3. Describe an experience you have had that demonstrates one of the following characteristics: open-mindedness,

flexibility, or adaptability. (250 words maximum)

My sense of adaptability is best demonstrated in my ability to become absorbed in the Spanish culture while studying

abroad in Barcelona, Spain. From taking the metro to abandoning filtered coffee in favor of ???Caf?? con Leche???, I

was thrust into a completely different culture and managed to adapt very quickly. Although my fall semester was not my

first trip to Europe, it was the first time where I was living in an apartment and the first time I was abroad without my

family. Therefore, adapting to the life in Spain also included these two important obstacles on top of adjusting to the

cultural and social differences of Barcelona. Specifically, I found myself having to adapt a lot when traveling to other

countries due to travel delays. Often times I found myself having to quickly scramble to get places, which was difficult

considering many times I didn???t speak language. This experience taught me the importance of having back up plans

and being able to think on your feet and adapt to whatever the world may throw at you.

4. What have you done to learn about issues related to this program and host community? You may include both

curricular and co-curricular experiences. (250 words maximum)

As a junior minoring in Political Science, my academic and personal interests are directly focused on the work offered

by Duke Engage in Washington D.C. Working with Rock the Vote would allow me to see how my area of study, namely

political theory, translates into civic programs, elections processes, and motivating the youth about the importance of

exercising their right to vote.

Additionally, being a Latina sheds light on the issues that the host community faces, but also how their cultural

background is reflected in their morals and beliefs. For example, latinos are more inclined to reflect their parent???s

political beliefs because the family unit is close knit. Therefore, a community outreach program could reflect this

occurrence and highlight the importance of voting as another way in which a family could unite. Although the host

community is not exclusively Hispanic, being a minority makes myself more relatable to other minority populations.

Furthermore, because I went to a public high school in Miami, I have studied and worked with underprivileged minority

students in the past.
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5. Describe an experience you have had living or working with a group. What insights about yourself and/or group

dynamics did you learn? (250 words maximum)

Having just returned from a semester abroad studying in Barcelona, Spain, I am especially accustomed to living and

working with a group for an extended period of time. Although I had previously worked in groups, never before had I

been put in a situation where I was expected to live, go to class and travel with five other strangers for four months.

Accordingly, I learned a lot about myself in the context of others. Namely, that my propensity for smiling and my positive

attitude goes a long way and that people genuinely appreciate this aspect of my personality. I was also reminded of the

importance of delineating school-work from home life and that people behave differently in both environments. For

example, having to work on a presentation for class and then sit down at the dinner with the same person requires a

certain way of going about getting your work done. This experience taught me the importance of speaking up and

having opinions, but not at the expense of hurting someone???s confidence about themselves or their work. More than

anything, studying abroad taught me how to speak up without being abrasive or overbearing, an important quality to

have.

Health and Safety Considerations

Once hailed as the murder capital of the United States, the issue of crime in Washington D.C. continues to be of great

concern to the city???s residents. However, having grown up in another major U.S. city, Miami, Florida, I am well

accustomed to taking precautions and being vigilant about what is going on in my surroundings. Nevertheless,

considering that I would be living alone and commuting to and from work without others, avoiding crime and protecting

myself and my property requires taking even more precautions than usual. In turn, it is important that I: be familiar with

where I am going as to avoid getting lost, avoid wearing flashy jewelry, avoid taking routes where very few people are

in the streets and always remember to lock my door.

Travel Information

Accepted travel conditions? yes

Will you be traveling by air or using other transportation?:

Air

Departing From

City:

Miami

Airport Code:

MIA

Departure Date:

Thu Jun 03 00:00:00 -0400 2010

Main Parental Contact

Name:

Rene Galan

Relationship:

Father

Phone:

(772)770-0906

Email:

rgalan@bellsouth.net
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