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Student Profile

Applied before? yes

Previously funded? no

Merit scholarship? no

Majors/Minors/Certificates (reported by Student):

Political Science, Ethics Certificate, History Minor

Majors/Minors/Certificates from PeopleSoft:

History (MIN), Political Science (AB)

Campus Affiliations:

FOCUS involvement:

Study abroad experience:

Will your program/project entail travel outside the United States: no

Do you have a current passport, valid 6 months past the first day of classes next year: no

US Citizenship Status from PeopleSoft:

Citizen

Has Social Security Card that can be brought to DE office: no

Accepted the Terms and Conditions:

yes

Health Insurance:

Name:

Policy #:

Carrier:

Curricular Requirements

Using project to meet internship requirement for a major or certificate program? no

Major, program, or certificate for internship:

Consider Other Group Project Placement

If your 1st and 2nd choice of programs are full, are you willing to

consider placement in another group program? yes

Short Essay Questions

1. Explain your rationale for choosing to apply to this group program. Why do you desire to serve in this location or with

this population? (250 words maximum)

I spent last summer working on a congressional campaign and have previously worked on two local political campaigns.

Every day I had countless people ask me how they can get involved. People do not even know where to start looking to

get involved. I subscribe to the philosophy that most citizens actually do want to be involved in political activities but

have difficulty participating for one reason or another. Many do not know exactly what political participation entails. The

media has convoluted the idea of government and politics to the point where cynicism and apathy is rampant and is a

veritable epidemic in our nation. In America--the foremost democracy in the world--we have trouble getting at least half

of our electorate out to vote. Millions more people are not even registered to vote. The power to turn the tide lies with

the young people like me who want to make a difference in the country via the political process. Though I am young, I

know that the country is at a crossroads and only the citizens have the power to determine which road we will take. It is

my hope that I can be part of a movement to make the political process more accessible to the general public,

particularly the younger generations, rather than restricted to the select few hyper-involved political operatives and the
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career politicians.

2. Describe one or two experiences you have had that demonstrate your ability to contribute to this program in a

meaningful way. (250 words maximum)

Working on political campaigns has given me unique insight in terms of understanding the thinking behind how political

campaigns target youth. I never could have predicted the incredible level of apathy I encountered not only among

younger people, but older people too. Nobody seemed to think that these races mattered much and they felt that the

offices up for election would not have an effect on their lives. Young people could not even begin to guess the names of

the longtime office-holders, much less the new candidates running for election. I was challenged to generate interest in

these campaigns, and I was fixated on the idea of how to involve people my age and show them how important the

voting process is and how they can begin to make a difference through the political process. Campaigns often dismiss

young people as an irrelevant voting population because they simply do not vote, and then in term young people dismiss

politicians as not caring about their interests. Because I understand the campaign side of the issue, I am well-prepared

to help work toward rectifying the mistrust between both politicians and young people. A change in the way both groups

think and act toward each other is imperative and building a positive and trusting relationship will follow after both

groups open their minds to each other.

3. Describe an experience you have had that demonstrates one of the following characteristics: open-mindedness,

flexibility, or adaptability. (250 words maximum)

I spent a good portion of high school teaching Latin to elementary school students in one of the more disadvantaged

elementary schools in my area. It was the first time I had really encountered poverty in my area--I really did not know

that that kind of environment existed so close to me. One of the most challenging experiences I had was when I met

two sisters who spoke very, very little English. It was frustrating at first to not be able to communicate with them, made

even more difficult because I was trying to teach them a foreign language while speaking a language already foreign to

them. They couldn't understand the activities and games and I could tell they felt left out of the fun. Finally, I decided to

devote a little extra time before each lesson to sit down and research a few of the key words and phrases I'd need to

communicate the particular content of the lesson to these two children. While my Spanish grammar and constructed

sentences were obviously not perfect, it had enough of the content I was trying to convey that, between my broken

Spanish and their broken English, we were able to strike a balance and communicate much better. Once I started

making the effort to include them, their participation and excitement increased and they were able to understand and did

not feel lost any more and were able to partake in the same fun their classmates were enjoying.

4. What have you done to learn about issues related to this program and host community? You may include both

curricular and co-curricular experiences. (250 words maximum)

My experience working on campaigns over the summer has allowed me to gain an appreciation for how the voting

process works from the inside. I encountered people from all walks of life and really left the campaigns with insight into

how campaigns target voting populations. In addition to my practical experience with politics, I am currently studying

political science and my classes have focused primarily on the American political system, both in theory and in practice.

I have also had the privilege of studying the American system from the European perspective when I spent a semester

studying politics at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. I have always been drawn to the electoral process

specifically and am a devoted follower of political news and blogs along the entire political spectrum. I am also very

familiar with the DC area because I grew up in Northern Virginia and spent a significant portion of my time in the city,

falling in love with the history and the environment. I know that the DC area presents a unique challenge when it comes

to youth engagement with politics, but I am very excited at the possibility that I might get to finally take my academic

and community interests back to the city I fell in love with so many years ago.

5. Describe an experience you have had living or working with a group. What insights about yourself and/or group

dynamics did you learn? (250 words maximum)

The first time I spent an extended period of time living with others was the summer before my senior year for a mock

government program. The other 6 girls going from my high school were all placed in the same dorm together so I was

by myself and for the first time was unsure of myself in new surroundings. I was placed in a group with about thirty

other girls, who within a week became some of my best friends. I was taken by surprise at how quickly I could connect
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with people I had never met before and how real and natural and meaningful the friendships were. The girls in my group

came from all over my state, from metropolitan cities to the most rural of areas in the state with accents many of us

had trouble following. It was a bit of a culture shock for all of us, but by the end of the program we had formed

incredibly strong friendships based on a mutual respect for each other as individuals, not based on superficial qualities.

Understanding where each girl had come from and where she wanted to go was incredibly powerful in creating those

friendships. I learned less about government and more about friendship during the program, and I think that I am better

off because of it. I discovered that if I stepped outside my comfort zone and opened my heart and mind, I could open

myself to experiences that would ultimately be transformative.

Health and Safety Considerations

Because Washington, DC is a city environment, crime is the most important safety consideration. As with any city, I

would need to be careful when out in the city, particularly at night and use common sense. Whenever possible during

the day, I should travel in a group and never go out after dark by myself. I should avoid making myself a target for

crime by being assertive in my surroundings and staying on main thoroughfares, avoiding less populated areas. Avoiding

carrying large amounts of cash and other valuables is also a good practice to adopt. I would always travel with a cell

phone and be aware of how to reach police and emergency personnel. Within the living environment, I would also have

to be sure to secure my belongings by locking my room and keeping valuables out of sight in my room, locking them

(e.g. using a lock for my laptop) whenever possible. While Washington, DC does not have the kind of food, water, and

disease concerns that other places in the world may have, I should nevertheless be aware of sanitation concerns and

be careful about what I eat, where I eat, and the areas in which I will spend my time, etc.

Travel Information

Accepted travel conditions? yes

Will you be traveling by air or using other transportation?:

Other

Departing From

City:

Richmond

Departure Date:

Sat Jun 04 00:00:00 -0400 2011

Main Parental Contact

Name:

Richard S Reese

Relationship:

Father

Phone:

8048971230

Email:

ahrrsr@comcast.net
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