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Student Profile

Applied before? no

Previously funded? no

Merit scholarship? no

Majors/Minors/Certificates (reported by Student):

Intended: Political Science Major, Markets and Management Studies Certificate

Majors/Minors/Certificates from PeopleSoft:

Undeclared

Campus Affiliations:

Division-I Varsity Swimming, Kappa Alpha Order, "Swim With the Blue Devils" Community Outreach Program, Bone

Marrow Registration Drive Coordinator

FOCUS involvement:

Study abroad experience:

Will your program/project entail travel outside the United States: no

Do you have a current passport, valid 6 months past the first day of classes next year: no

US Citizenship Status from PeopleSoft:

Citizen

Has Social Security Card that can be brought to DE office: no

Accepted the Terms and Conditions:

yes

Health Insurance:

Name: Sarah Bieze

Policy #: 10015614603

Carrier: Providence

Curricular Requirements

Using project to meet internship requirement for a major or certificate program? no

Major, program, or certificate for internship:

Consider Other Group Project Placement

If your 1st and 2nd choice of programs are full, are you willing to

consider placement in another group program? yes

Short Essay Questions

1. Explain your rationale for choosing to apply to this group program. Why do you desire to serve in this location or with

this population? (250 words maximum)

The most obvious reason driving my desire for placement in Washington, DC is the atmosphere.

The opportunity to be a part of such a vibrant political community is unimaginable. To me, life and work in the Capital

represents the moving parts of America's political machine, the cogs that interact in order to further our nation's

progress both domestically and internationally. On the other hand, citizens outside of the active political sphere, such as

the ones with whom Rock the Vote works, are the energy source whose full dedication to the system allows those who

work in the Capital to do their jobs as best they can. I would like the opportunity to work with those citizens while

working alongside the men and women of Washington in an attempt to involve youth in the political process in a way

that goes beyond what is presented by the news media, social media, and television.

At my high school, even though it was clear that many of my classmates were interested in the 2008 Presidential
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Election, there seemed to be an unfortunately large amount of apathy, misinformation, and ignorance amongst this

newest generation of voters. Many young people form these negative attitudes throughout high school and college

which continue to have a detrimental effect on their respective political lives. Rock the Vote and other programs have

the power to attack the root of this problem and change how my generation engages itself in America's political system

in years to come.

2. Describe one or two experiences you have had that demonstrate your ability to contribute to this program in a

meaningful way. (250 words maximum)

This past fall, I took part in the planning and organization of a bone marrow registration drive at Duke. A member of my

fraternity experienced the death of a close friend from leukemia because she could not find a donor match; we decided

that there must be some way to help increase the number of registered bone marrow donors. Together we contacted

DKMS Americas and they helped us throughout the entire process, offering advice and suggestions to make the drive

successful. A large part of my efforts in the drive included signing up volunteers to help publicize the event. In doing this,

I needed to convince others that this was a cause that was worth the time. While we initially found it difficult to find

volunteers, once I began "campaigning" and got the chance to explain the importance of bone marrow donor

registration, people gladly offered to help. Our eventual volunteers later cited their education on the subject as having a

large influence their own desire to take action, even in a small way. Similar to youth voters, these college students

needed knowledge on the subject before they could understand its importance.

3. Describe an experience you have had that demonstrates one of the following characteristics: open-mindedness,

flexibility, or adaptability. (250 words maximum)

My anaphylactic food allergies (to eggs, peanuts, and shellfish) have influenced my ability to adapt and be flexible. I

have dealt with these allergies since the age of one; their life-threatening nature forced me to be constantly vigilant of

potential obstacles as well as obliging me to be confident enough to speak to others (from close friends to restaurant

managers) about what needs to be done to ensure my safety.

I have almost always carried a shot of epinephrine (the initial-response medication used in allergic reactions) but it was

not until I was six years old that my mother told me, in no uncertain terms, that I needed to make this my job. She could

not always act as a bulwark against dangerous foods or those who didn't understand the severity of my allergies. I

began reading ingredient labels myself and, although I was unable to pronounce or understand many of them, I knew

what words were unsafe. Through reading more and more of these labels, not only did my vocabulary grow, but my

concept of just how much I needed to adapt also grew. Today, the literature on food allergies has increased to the point

where many people not only understand, but are even knowledgeable on the subject. Yet I have not been able to do

things with friends or eat in restaurants in the past 19 years without needing to speak about what to avoid and how we

can adapt and work around the situation.

4. What have you done to learn about issues related to this program and host community? You may include both

curricular and co-curricular experiences. (250 words maximum)

Prior to coming to Duke, I was unsure of the sort of career path I wanted to follow. I had taken U.S. History and U.S.

Government courses in high school but it wasn't until the first semester of college that I decided that I want to make

politics a large part of my future. David Rohde's introductory political science course explained the more minute details

of America's political fundamentals, including an extensive elaboration on how voting and voter-preference is affected by

various factors inside and outside of the political spectrum. In-depth discussions on the 2008 Presidential election during

class helped me realize some of the difficulties organizations like Rock the Vote face in motivating citizens to visit the

ballot box.

In addition, I took a course on ethics that had a large focus on political ethics, which helped me understand why many

people in my generation are skeptical of the political system as it currently operates. I am also applying for a

semester-long internship at Common Cause that, upon completion in May, would enable me to bring fresh ideas about

transparency in government to the Duke Engage Rock the Vote placement. Finally, I am currently enrolled in a course

for the spring semester that combines law and politics, which I believe will aid in supplemental understanding of the

fundamentals behind legal policy relating to the Rock the Vote campaign.

5. Describe an experience you have had living or working with a group. What insights about yourself and/or group
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dynamics did you learn? (250 words maximum)

As a member of Duke's varsity swim team, I have the privilege of traveling with my team to warmer climates each

winter for a weeklong training trip. Split into groups of four, we live together for the week. The nature of our

accommodations means buying our own food and cooking for each other as well. Through the past two training trips, I

have found that living and dining together means having to work as a group to share responsibility in a way that all find

fair. Even in simple instances where each of us prepared a separate part of our daily meals, I was able to see that one

must draw on the strengths of others to maintain cohesion and positivity.

These experiences also help me grow with those on my team with whom I am not as close. This past winter, I was able

to bond with one particular freshman specifically because of how living and working together directs us towards

progress. Reality television often portrays life and work with a new person as a negative experience often resulting in

conflict and turmoil. However, I have come to believe that the end product of an extended period of living together

depends on one's attitude and expectations upon entering into the experience. Because of my winter training trips, I

have learned much about group dynamics and have found that kindness and cooperation are crucial to achieving positive

results in almost all situations.

Health and Safety Considerations

Like any major city, Washington, D.C. will have both safe and crime-ridden areas. However, Woodley Park where we

would be living has a reputation for safety and security. Regardless, I realize that traveling in groups and using common

sense are necessary in order to keep safe in unfamiliar areas.

On a more personal level of safety, I have severe food allergies to eggs, peanuts, and shellfish. I have lived with these

allergies for 19 years and know what to avoid and how to manage my situation. Because the DukeEngage program

offers a stipend to cover the cost of meals, I understand that I will be able to buy my own food which is very important

in managing the risks posed by meals provided through a separate party. I know that there are dangers for me anytime

a new location is involved but I have no doubt that I can manage my own well-being and, without hesitation, I know what

to do in the case of an allergic reaction.

Travel Information

Accepted travel conditions? yes

Will you be traveling by air or using other transportation?:

Air

Departing From

City:

Portland, OR

Airport Code:

PDX

Departure Date:

Thu Jun 02 00:00:00 -0400 2011

Main Parental Contact

Name:

Sarah Bieze

Relationship:

Mother

Phone:

5038802806

Email:

sbieze@gmail.com
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