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Student Profile

Applied before? no

Previously funded? no

Merit scholarship? no

Majors/Minors/Certificates (reported by Student):

Public Policy

Majors/Minors/Certificates from PeopleSoft:

Undeclared

Campus Affiliations:

VP of Publicity and tutor-Partners for Learning

writer and editor-Duke Form Blog/Magazine

tutor-Project Child

FOCUS involvement:

Study abroad experience:

Will your program/project entail travel outside the United States: yes

Do you have a current passport, valid 6 months past the first day of classes next year: yes

Passport Name:

Jerry Wang

Passport Expiration:

08/29/2017

US Citizenship Status from PeopleSoft:

Citizen

Has Social Security Card that can be brought to DE office: no

Accepted the Terms and Conditions:

yes

Health Insurance:

Name: Jerry Wang

Policy #: 2010-928-1

Carrier: United Healthcare

Curricular Requirements

Using project to meet internship requirement for a major or certificate program? yes

Major, program, or certificate for internship:

PPS

Consider Other Group Project Placement

If your 1st and 2nd choice of programs are full, are you willing to

consider placement in another group program? yes

Short Essay Questions

1. Explain your rationale for choosing to apply to this group program. Why do you desire to serve in this location or with

this population? (250 words maximum)

My parents were both immigrants when they first arrived in America. They knew no English and had a hard time

adjusting to their new lives. Since they had no relatives in America, they had no one to turn to for help and were forced

to learn many things on their own. They were too busy to keep up with American politics and a little afraid of being
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ignored because they were migrants. For a while, I absorbed their belief that voting could be easily ignored. However,

as I started to work with political figures, I saw how dangerous my ignorance was.

My hometown, Flushing, is another reason why I have become so involved in politics. The political climate in my

community is mostly thanks to the amount of people voting in elections. Known as one of the most multi-culture

communities in New York, a large portion of the community consists of migrants. They have many different views on

policies concerning not only immigration, but education and economy as well. However, many have trouble assimilating

into society because they are not familiar with the American culture and are therefore discouraged from voting because

of their language barriers. This action affects their children, who may grow up to think that voting is not important, like I

almost did. Flushing has taught me that we should not allow ignorance to stop people from voting. I want to teach the

youth that every voice needs to be heard, no matter what background.

2. Describe one or two experiences you have had that demonstrate your ability to contribute to this program in a

meaningful way. (250 words maximum)

For years I interned with NY State Assemblymen Meng and Young in helping secure votes. I believe that one of the

main reasons why Assemblymen Meng was able to win two consecutive terms was because he understood the issues

that his community was facing. Since a large majority was concerned with their visa applications and employment

status, I assisted them by writing letters on their behalf and helping them fill out applications. However, I did not believe

that my actions would solve all their problems. Finding a job would be hard for those that could not converse with

potential employers. I looked into several programs and worked with them to provide more English classes that would

be sponsored by Assemblyman Meng. I then informed constituents of the programs in hopes that they would join.

Dozens did and many improved their English tremendously. This approach can be applied to the program???s efforts in

providing more high school civics classes. Telling a person to vote will not accomplish anything if they do not want to

vote or do not understand the issues they are voting on.

When I campaigned for Assemblywoman Young, the key issue was putting her name out there, which meant lots of

publicity work. We had to show her future constituents that she would follow through on her actions and that her goals

were both plausible and progressive. I organized speeches, press conferences, posters, and informative phone calls

about her policies. These methods were informative, public, and successful.

3. Describe an experience you have had that demonstrates one of the following characteristics: open-mindedness,

flexibility, or adaptability. (250 words maximum)

When I was fifteen years old, I became one of the few scholarship recipients of Camp Rising Sun, an international

leadership camp. Out of the sixty girls present, one was an Israeli named Paran and the other a Pakistani named Hiba.

Despite the conflict between Pakistan and Israel, the two of them became close friends. At the end of the summer, the

counselor asked Hiba and Paran to teach the other campers about the events happening in their hometowns. As they

spoke about the propaganda they were forced to listen to and the mandatory curfews, I realized how limited my own

view was. Before I attended the camp, I had opinions on every political controversy, and debated my views on every

issue, thinking that I had the facts and the numbers to back me up. However, what I and many others tend to forget is

that numbers and facts do not make up countries. We may think we understand situations because we have the facts

but facts can only get you so far. Fact: Israel and Pakistan are at war. Fact: There are daily casualties from this war.

Fact: Each side believes they are right. But facts should never be confused with the truth. Paran and Hiba taught me

that war and fear make people unreasonable; they hate because they are told it is the right thing to do. However, we

must always question what we are told. Openness can be forgiving, and in the end, a triumph worth celebrating.

4. What have you done to learn about issues related to this program and host community? You may include both

curricular and co-curricular experiences. (250 words maximum)

I am a Public Policy major with a minor in International Comparative Studies so I have taken a lot of interesting classes

on policy-making and voting procedures. However, classes are not the only experience I have had in the field. When an

amazing opportunity regarding policy-making came up called New York Girls State, I applied to become Manhattan???s

representative in the program. The program centers on an imaginary state called Girl State in which the participants

must learn how to govern a state. During the program, I campaigned for senator by my county, became elected and

was voted on the Platform committee for the Nationalist Party. I not only learned how to campaign and write bills, but I
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gained valuable experience in understanding senate and house voting procedures. Each bill that was written had to

either pass or fail, and as a senate representative, I had to listen to the arguments, and comprehend what I was voting

for. At the end of our ending ceremony, I was chosen out of 360 peers to represent NY in Girls Nation. During Girls

Nation, we held daily mock senate sessions in which we debated over numerous bills and resolutions. I was eventually

appointed the director of the DEA. The highlight of the program came when I had meetings with political leaders such as

George W. Bush and Hillary Clinton. These two experiences have helped me understand and familiarize myself with the

policy-making, government procedures, and the importance of voting.

5. Describe an experience you have had living or working with a group. What insights about yourself and/or group

dynamics did you learn? (250 words maximum)

For two years in high school, I was in charge of planning meetings and orientation weekend for the pre-freshmen, but

planning morning activities for students who rather stay in their beds was a daunting task. Many freshmen voiced their

irritation, thinking these activities were a waste of time. They knew high school was hard, but they believed that if they

studied enough, their hard work would eventually pay off and they would get into the college of their dream. To them,

high school was seen as an obstacle, a stepping-stone into something better. The first Saturday I met them, many of

them hated playing any of the activities. The next meeting, I decided to try another approach. I knew everyone hated

icebreakers, but I also knew everyone loved food. I organized a picnic and everyone showed up rather motivated when

they saw the selection of food. I asked them what their favorite game was and tried to incorporate it into one of my

icebreaker activities. The entire afternoon, we played football and listed one favorite hobby every time a team scored.

Groups are hard to work with because not everyone shares similar aspirations. However, it is our ability to compromise

that allows us to succeed. By observing the members of my group, I found out one thing we all liked and used it as a

stepping-stone. We may not have similar interests but we were able to put aside our differences for food, which was a

start.

Health and Safety Considerations

Washington D.C is a beautiful city, and like most cities, it will most likely have petty crimes. I have lived in a large city

my entire life and understand the dangers of traveling alone at night or being approached by strangers. I will conduct

myself cautiously. I will never travel alone at night, or let a peer wander alone as well.
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Travel Information

Accepted travel conditions? yes

Will you be traveling by air or using other transportation?:

Air

Departing From

City:

New York

Airport Code:

LGA

Departure Date:

Sat Jun 04 00:00:00 -0400 2011

Main Parental Contact

Name:

Hai Yun Wang

Relationship:

Father

Phone:

3478559986

Email:

chkp8882000@yahoo.com
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