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Student Profile

Applied before? no

Previously funded? no

Merit scholarship? no

Majors/Minors/Certificates (reported by Student):

Public Policy Major, Psychology and Political science Minors

Majors/Minors/Certificates from PeopleSoft:

Energy and the Environment (C), Psychology (MIN), Public Policy Studies (AB)

Campus Affiliations:

Captain of varsity fencing team, First Year Advisory Council Board, ACTION mentor, member and treasurer of

Brownstone selected living group, writer for Rival Magazine.

FOCUS involvement:

None.

Study abroad experience:

I was enrolled in the Duke in Mexico program, but it was cancelled due to swine flu, so I was in "Duke in Mexico, In

Durham."

Will your program/project entail travel outside the United States: yes

Do you have a current passport, valid 6 months past the first day of classes next year: yes

Passport Name:

Rebecca Claire Ward

Passport Expiration:

01/07/2018

US Citizenship Status from PeopleSoft:

Citizen

Has Social Security Card that can be brought to DE office: no

Accepted the Terms and Conditions:

yes

Health Insurance:

Name:

Policy #:

Carrier:

Curricular Requirements

Using project to meet internship requirement for a major or certificate program? yes

Major, program, or certificate for internship:

PPS

Consider Other Group Project Placement

If your 1st and 2nd choice of programs are full, are you willing to

consider placement in another group program? no

Short Essay Questions

1. Explain your rationale for choosing to apply to this group program. Why do you desire to serve in this location or with

this population? (250 words maximum)

I chose Duke Engage in D.C. because every new piece of legislation and policy that is under consideration will have
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lasting impacts for my generation, and yet in general, we are under-involved and uninformed of most political issues.

Rock the Vote has the ability to combat this political apathy that is far too prevalent within today???s youth and young

voters, and create competent and active social change within this generation. Rock the Vote is a clear example of how

as simple of a process as voter registration can have a tremendous impact on the political process; by simply allowing

young voices to be heard, it encourages civic participation and involvement. I believe that through inspiring action in

youth and generating awareness and interest in political discourse, we can foster a more responsible and active

generation that can impart beneficial social change and awareness and take responsibility for the society that they will

soon run.

2. Describe one or two experiences you have had that demonstrate your ability to contribute to this program in a

meaningful way. (250 words maximum)

This past summer I interned for Senator Jeff Merkley in Portland, Oregon. I was the assistant to the Deputy State

Director, and was in charge of several research projects, including conservation and funding requests. The Portland

office dealt mainly with constituent services, so I had frequent interaction with constituents; helping them contact the

proper agency or addressing their needs. Though through my constituent contact, I saw a very clear ignorance about

political issues and policies they were struggling with. Time and time again, I explained the affects of simple policies and

what an individual vote meant from a Senator. My experience with Senator Merkley showed me the importance of

informed decisions and of an active public, and how to explain the political system to confused people. Through my

experience, I???ve come to realize the importance of programs like Rock the Vote that encourage not only

participation, but will foster civic responsibility and informed action.

3. Describe an experience you have had that demonstrates one of the following characteristics: open-mindedness,

flexibility, or adaptability. (250 words maximum)

I was on the national fencing team for five years before college. During that time, I traveled to 20 countries in 3

continents to compete in world cups and world championships. Throughout those travels, I had to quickly integrate into

the environment, but still maintain our routine for competition. Through traveling, I gained an appreciation for new

experiences and cultures, but also a stable sense of self that made it easier to be flexible with those transitions. For

example, when I traveled to China to compete in the 2008 Olympics, I spent two weeks before the competition

adjusting to the air quality, food, strict security, and the press. After being in China for almost three weeks and adapting

to the culture, atmosphere and pressure associated with the Olympics, I left the morning after my second event to go

home for two days to pack and leave for freshman orientation. That month of my life was the most hectic, stressful and

eventful I???ve yet experienced, but in retrospect it showed me that no matter what task I???m called to, I can adapt

to fit that role without changing who I am as a person. Within five days, I transitioned from a quasi-professional athlete

to an average student, yet I felt and continue to feel the same. The experience taught me that as dramatically as your

situation can vary, it is easy to adapt to your surroundings if your identity doesn???t rely on the reinforcement from

those environments.

4. What have you done to learn about issues related to this program and host community? You may include both

curricular and co-curricular experiences. (250 words maximum)

As a public policy major, I???ve studied many of the factors this program wishes to affect: collective action failure,

voter preferences and general political demographics. Within my studies, I???ve learned the common ways to combat

the collective action failure through both creating and illustrates the incentives of action and minimizing the costs of

action; in this case, increasing political awareness and making it simple and convenient to register to vote. On the

co-curricular side, I actually used the Rock the Vote website to register to vote once I turned 18. After I heard that

more young Americans vote for American Idol than the president, I looked up the website and registered. After seeing

Rock the Vote from the perspective of a confused teen trying to register and then looking back as a public policy major,

having a simple place to help me make an informed decision made a large impact on my political activism. Because of

what I???ve studied and the experience I???ve already had with Rock the Vote, I feel like I???m in a good position to

help the organization reach out to other teens that do not know where to begin with the political system.

5. Describe an experience you have had living or working with a group. What insights about yourself and/or group

dynamics did you learn? (250 words maximum)

DukeEngage - Admin https://www.dukeonline.duke.edu/dea/application/31210/program_preview

2 of 3 1/28/2011 10:44 AM



On campus, I???m on the Board of the First-Year Advisory Council (FAC Board). I applied to the organization after

being an advisor to a group of six freshmen my sophomore year, and it is one of the best decisions I???ve made at

Duke. The program exists to present a welcoming face and support to all freshman and is comprised entirely of

volunteers. On the board, we plan many of the events for orientation, go through extensive training about Duke and its

resources, and most importantly, train the FAC???s on how to be peer mentors and a positive influence on their first

years. Through being a part of this board, I???ve really learned about the potential of optimism and enthusiasm. As a

board, we are responsible for getting 250 FACs excited about moving in all of East Campus and sticking with them for

the entire year. The all-volunteer program is run solely on the enthusiasm and excitement of the FACs and the Board;

without the positivity and the desire to make Duke the best it can be for freshmen, our program would crumble. Working

with the FAC board has taught me that the experience you have is the one you create, and even in the worst of

situations, you can always take something positive out of it. I???ve learned that having a positive perspective in any

group can make the biggest difference, and can change the way a program is run.

Health and Safety Considerations

I???ve visited DC before, and found it as equally daunting as any other large city. The main concerns are theft, robbery,

and being out alone after dark. Because it is not an international program, I???m not concerned about water or food

illnesses. I will take normal precautions for traveling and experiencing a new city: being aware of my surroundings, not

displaying excessive electronics or cash, not leaving anything unattended and making sure I avoid walking alone in the

dark or in questionable neighborhoods.

Travel Information

Accepted travel conditions? yes

Will you be traveling by air or using other transportation?:

Other

Departing From

City:

Charlotte

Departure Date:

Sat Jun 04 00:00:00 -0400 2011

Main Parental Contact

Name:

Bill Ward

Relationship:

Father

Phone:

503-730-8368

Email:

Muddfolks@aol.com
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