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Student Profile

Applied before? no

Previously funded? no

Merit scholarship? no

Majors/Minors/Certificates (reported by Student):

Intended major: Political Science & Psychology Double Major

Majors/Minors/Certificates from PeopleSoft:

Undeclared

Campus Affiliations:

Lambda Phi Epsilon, Inter Greek Council, Asian Student Association, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship

FOCUS involvement:

Study abroad experience:

Will your program/project entail travel outside the United States: no

Do you have a current passport, valid 6 months past the first day of classes next year: no

US Citizenship Status from PeopleSoft:

Citizen

Has Social Security Card that can be brought to DE office: no

Accepted the Terms and Conditions:

yes

Health Insurance:

Name: Sang Hun Lee

Policy #: 2010-928-1

Carrier: United Healthcare

Curricular Requirements

Using project to meet internship requirement for a major or certificate program? no

Major, program, or certificate for internship:

Consider Other Group Project Placement

If your 1st and 2nd choice of programs are full, are you willing to

consider placement in another group program? yes

Short Essay Questions

1. Explain your rationale for choosing to apply to this group program. Why do you desire to serve in this location or with

this population? (250 words maximum)

As a political science major I am well aware that one of the most pressing issues in the American political system is the

low voter turnouts during elections which are especially striking when compared to the voter turnouts of the majority of

other democracies around the world. One of the main sources of America's lower turnout is the fact that Americans

must register before the elections in order to vote, an issue that this program tries to address. As a recently naturalized

American citizen, having been ineligible to vote due to my status as a non-citizen in a couple elections since I turned

eighteen, I personally view voting as a great privilege and that it is a pity that so many citizens are prevented from their

civic responsibility simply because they were not informed or took the time to register. I think that this program provides

a great opportunity for me to help what I believe to be a worthy cause by registering people eligible to vote and by

improving an academic curriculum in civics that will develop future voters who are more knowledgeable of the

importance of voting.
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Another factor that attracts me to this program is that it is located in Washington DC. Washington is the political center

of America and I think the opportunity to live and work in the environment would be a great experience for me as a

political science student.

2. Describe one or two experiences you have had that demonstrate your ability to contribute to this program in a

meaningful way. (250 words maximum)

During the 2008 general election I worked as a student volunteer for Judy Feder's campaign in Virginia's 10th

congressional district. During the campaign I spent a lot of time going out into the field and on the phone talking with the

locals to gather support for Ms. Feder. One of the most frequent activities that came up during the campaign was

informing people about the importance of registering to vote and how to do so. I believe that my experience with talking

to people about voter registration and my understanding of the voter registration process will allow me to contribute to

this program meaningfully.

Additionally, on campus I am a tutor for the America Reads and Counts program. As a tutor I have extensive experience

in teaching students in grade school and a firsthand understanding of what types of programs tend to be effective in

helping students learn. I believe that my firsthand experience in teaching can greatly assist in the high school civics

portion of the program where my knowledge from working with students will allow me to contribute from working with

the instructors to teaching the students themselves about the importance of the political process.

3. Describe an experience you have had that demonstrates one of the following characteristics: open-mindedness,

flexibility, or adaptability. (250 words maximum)

During the summer of 2010 I worked as a publications intern at the National Science Resource Center of the

Smithsonian Institute. Although most of my work was centered on the publications division, during my free time I

wandered around the other divisions in the office to see what they did and offered my assistance. Through this many of

the divisions began to grow accustomed to asking me to help whenever I was free. During my internship I not only

worked in publications but also with event planning, program management, finance, article reviews, and media. Although

I was originally placed in the publications division I believe that my open-mindedness to new experiences allowed me to

go out and gather a great variety of experiences from the many divisions in the National Science Resource Center than I

would've gotten from what my internship originally offered. Also, I believe that my adaptability allowed me to be able to

accomplish the various tasks that were required of me from the different divisions. Many of the tasks from event

planning, which required me to make many calls and attend group meetings, to finance, which required me to work with

spreadsheets and numbers, differed greatly from one another, but I believe that my adaptability helped me learn and

accomplish these various tasks efficiently.

4. What have you done to learn about issues related to this program and host community? You may include both

curricular and co-curricular experiences. (250 words maximum)

As a political science major I have learned a lot about the problem of voter registration as one of the major causes of

low voter turnout in the United States. Political Science 91: American Political System gave me the most in-depth

teaching about voter registration. I understand that one of the major benefits of voter registration is that it prevents

voter fraud but that at the same time it is a time commitment that many citizens do not want to have to go through.

I also have many experiences in the Washington DC area. I am from northern Virginia so I have visited the city on many

occasions and additionally, I have already held an internship in DC working for the National Science Resource Center at

the Smithsonian which required me to travel by metro and walk around the city. Also, being from the DC metro area, I

still read the local news through the internet daily and I keep myself updated with the local issues of my hometown.

5. Describe an experience you have had living or working with a group. What insights about yourself and/or group

dynamics did you learn? (250 words maximum)

After graduating from high school in the summer of 2009 I traveled with my friends on a backpacking trip in Switzerland.

During this trip we traveled around the country, visiting major cities, sleeping in youth hostels, and camping and hiking

across the beautiful countryside. This group experience was by far the most intense I have ever experienced because

we were in a foreign nation for the first time without parental assistance. From this experience I realized that in a group

during situations when there is not a clearly defined objective such as "touring the city" it is best not to have a strong

leadership role in the group and it is better to allow each individual to use his or her own methods to achieve the goal
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comfortably and effectively. However, when there is a clear objective such as arriving to a place by a certain time it was

more efficient to have a leadership role to keep the group focused.

Additionally, from this trip I also learned that I am able to act quickly on my feet. Although my normal demeanor is

relaxed, during an emergency where one of my friends seriously cut his hand on the trip I immediately reacted by

bandaging it and finding the nearest medical center in the village. Also, during situations where a quick decision had to

be made I was able to make calm, reasonable decisions that benefited the group as a whole.

Health and Safety Considerations

Being from Northern Virginia I am very aware of the potential risks that are present from living in Washington DC. I

know that the city is not a safe place at all during the nighttime and I would mitigate that risk by avoiding going outside

at night and if I had to, I would not go by myself. Also, during the daytime, although the risk of crime is significantly

lower, I would avoid residential streets and try to stay on the main business streets. When outside I would use the

paths that people in business attire tend to use and stay in well lit places at night. During nighttime I will keep the doors

to the living areas locked to minimize the risks of a break in. Also, I know that the places with the most tourist

attractions are probably the safest places to be and that Anacostia is a place that should be avoided due to its high

crime rates.

Food in any of the major areas of DC such as Union Station or L'Enfant Plaza are probably safe to eat and in order to

be safe I would just avoid eating at smaller, less populated areas. Also, in 2004 there was a lead poisoning problem in

the public water supply. Although the water is almost certainly safe to drink now, it is always safer to have bottled

water as an alternative to public water fountains in any city.

Travel Information

Accepted travel conditions? yes

Will you be traveling by air or using other transportation?:

Other

Departing From

City:

Washington DC

Departure Date:

Fri Jun 03 00:00:00 -0400 2011

Main Parental Contact

Name:

Sun Woo Lee

Relationship:

Father

Phone:

703-338-4046

Email:

sunlee@antton.com
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