
DukeEngage Review

submitted 1/12/2011 by William Holmes

perry.holmes@duke.edu

Status: interview

Student Profile

Applied before? no

Previously funded? no

Merit scholarship? no

Majors/Minors/Certificates (reported by Student):

Public Policy

Majors/Minors/Certificates from PeopleSoft:

Public Policy Studies (AB)

Campus Affiliations:

Mirecourt selective living group, Hart Leadership Program civic engagement course.

FOCUS involvement:

Evolution and Humankind

Study abroad experience:

Duke in Madrid

Will your program/project entail travel outside the United States: yes

Do you have a current passport, valid 6 months past the first day of classes next year: yes

Passport Name:

William Perry Holmes JR

Passport Expiration:

06/29/2019

US Citizenship Status from PeopleSoft:

Citizen

Has Social Security Card that can be brought to DE office: yes

Accepted the Terms and Conditions:

yes

Health Insurance:

Name: William Perry Holmes JR

Policy #: 2010-928-1

Carrier: UnitedHealthcare/medco

Curricular Requirements

Using project to meet internship requirement for a major or certificate program? yes

Major, program, or certificate for internship:

PPS

Consider Other Group Project Placement

If your 1st and 2nd choice of programs are full, are you willing to

consider placement in another group program? yes

Short Essay Questions

1. Explain your rationale for choosing to apply to this group program. Why do you desire to serve in this location or with

this population? (250 words maximum)

I can remember a conversation I had with the school librarian in 2000, when I was in 5th grade. I was debating Bush vs.

Gore with her, and I had determined that Bush was the obvious choice. This stemmed entirely from things my dad had

told me, and my views on politics have certainly evolved in the last decade, but I've been passionate about politics ever
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since.

Now, as a Junior public policy major I've learned much more about politics and policy than I knew in elementary school,

but still struggle to answer the question I am hearing with increasingly alarming frequency: What are you going to do

after you graduate? I don't know the answer, but the closest I've come is to say that I want to work in Washington. It's

both a place and an idea, a symbol for policy and politics and all the connotations, unfortunately often negative, that go

along with those things. I've never even been to DC, not even for a visit, but I already feel like it's somewhere I might

belong.

2. Describe one or two experiences you have had that demonstrate your ability to contribute to this program in a

meaningful way. (250 words maximum)

One of my favorite experiences at Duke happened during freshman year when I volunteered for the Obama campaign

on campus and in Durham. It was extremely rewarding going door to door, both in dorms and in apartment buildings in

Durham, talking to our neighbors about the upcoming election. It was a wonderful experience to put all of the time I had

spent reading online about policy and politics, and all of the public policy classes I had taken, into action, using my

knowledge to take an active role in the political process. I loved it, but I also felt like it ended too quickly. I doubt many

other people feel that way about the 2008 election, but near the end I was really engaging and becoming fully involved;

it was sad to see it end.

I feel like two years later I am ready to jump in completely right away. I spent last semester in Madrid, and those

months in Spain, struggling to speak Spanish every day and navigate foreign customs, have cured me of much of my

fear of failure and self-consciousness. I think someone's effort and willingness to engage in the task at hand is equally

important as their ability.

I regret that I did not apply to Duke Engage earlier; now it's my last chance. On the other hand, I know this year has

given me experience and perspective that would make me both a more eager and a more capable participant.

3. Describe an experience you have had that demonstrates one of the following characteristics: open-mindedness,

flexibility, or adaptability. (250 words maximum)

I've always tried to stay comfortably in control of my life, which was never easy. But I never realized how futile it could

be until I landed in Spain and immediately got lost. The cab driver couldn't find the address and we drove for almost an

hour until he used his phone to call my Spanish host mother and ask for directions.

This was just the first morning of a whole semester out of my comfort zone, and I'm really proud of how well I did. Not

that I didn't get lost again; I did, many times, and for much longer without a taxi driver there to call home. Not that my

Spanish is great; I know I still sound like an idiot whenever I open my mouth. But I learned to open my mouth anyway.

And as uncomfortable as getting lost was, I still remember laughing with the cab driver and listening to him tell me about

Real Madrid when we passed the stadium.

Living in any city doing any kind of work will come with its own issues and confusion. After my time in Madrid I learned

how to adapt to those new challenges. I'm confident that I can handle anything that comes up, not because I won't be

challenged by it, but because I know that failure and confusion aren't the end of the world, and that I can work through

it.

4. What have you done to learn about issues related to this program and host community? You may include both

curricular and co-curricular experiences. (250 words maximum)

I'm sure everyone applying to this program has a good grasp on the major political issues debated today. But I was

lucky enough to study one aspect of politics that I feel will be especially relevant to this program. The class centered on

civic engagement, and we discussed in a small seminar not just the issues themselves, but the reasons people engage

in the political arena. Why do people vote? Volunteer? Run for office?

It's not something I had thought about much before taking the class, but judging from books and articles we read, there

is a ton of research being done on the topic. We even partnered with a non-profit called Housing for New Hope, a group

that helps homeless men and women in Durham. We filmed a short documentary about their organization, interviewing

their staff and the formerly homeless men in one of their halfway houses about the challenges these men and women

face getting back on their feet, especially when they have criminal records. We also wrote a memo about their efforts

to solicit engagement from volunteers in Durham.
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I think this class and the volunteering that went with it has prepared me for the work I would do in this program. It

combined technical knowledge and study about civic engagement with real human contact and engagement in the

community. It was one of my favorite classes at Duke, and I would love to do something similar this summer.

5. Describe an experience you have had living or working with a group. What insights about yourself and/or group

dynamics did you learn? (250 words maximum)

There's something really rewarding about spending a lot of time with one group of people, especially when it's a group

of people thrown together with few existing friendships. When nobody knows anyone it doesn't take long for everyone

to get to know one another.

That's what happened with my Duke in Madrid group. Most of us only knew a few other people in the program, and

soon enough small groups of closer friendships formed, but those groups mixed and matched interchangeably.

An even better example is my freshman hall. It was almost like being in a foreign country; all of us were completely new

to dorm life, college life, and to each other. Add that shared sense of disorientation to the amount of time we spent

together and by fall break I felt like I had known those guys for years.

It's not hard to meet new people in situations like that, but it shows how maddeningly difficult we make it most of the

time. In my sophomore dorm nobody knew anybody. Everyone was shuffled around again, but this time in blocks of

friends. With friends close by there's no incentive to branch out. That's why I've learned to appreciate opportunities like

Duke in Madrid and hopefully Duke in Washington. Almost everyone I meet at Duke is interesting, friendly, and brilliant,

even if they didn't seem so at first. It's just rare to get a shot at that second impression.

Health and Safety Considerations

From what I've researched online, it seems like Washington suffers from the same sort of crime present in any major

city. I think I've always been careful to stay alert and mitigate those risks by always being aware of my surroundings,

but I know I've been better about it this semester living in Madrid and traveling around Europe. After having friends get

robbed and mugged it's easy to remember to put your wallet in your front pocket and never travel alone.

Common sense can't remove all risks; that's impossible, but it's not too hard to avoid taking unnecessary ones.

Travel Information

Accepted travel conditions? yes

Will you be traveling by air or using other transportation?:

Air

Departing From

City:

Detroit

Airport Code:

DTW

Departure Date:

Sat Jun 04 00:00:00 -0400 2011

Main Parental Contact

Name:

Dottie Holmes

Relationship:

mother

Phone:

2486477125

Email:

fiveholmes@gmail.com
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