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Class Summary  
 
Video.  The class begins with a short animated video on the history of voting rights.    
 
What will it take you to vote?  Students discuss national and local issues that are concerns for 
young people and what they would like to see changed.  Connections are made to show how 
elections affect these issues.   
 
Register to vote.  Students that are eligible fill out voter registration forms, students that are not yet 
18 can pledge to register and sign up for a reminder when they become of age.  
 
Mock election.  Using the issues that students raised, there is a mock election with an open forum 
and question and answer with the candidates.  A group of students are labeled “not registered” and 
at the last minute realize that they cannot vote.   
 
Wrap-up.  Hold a final discussion on the day, and learn ways for students to stay informed and 
involved.  
 
 
Meets National Standards for Civics and Government 
 

I. What are civic life, politics and government? 
       A. What is civic life?  What is politics? 
 
II. What are the foundations of the American political system? 
       D. What values and principles are basic to American constitutional democracy? 
 
III. How does the government established by the constitution embody the purposes, values, and 

principles of American democracy? 
       E. How does the American political system provide for choice and opportunities for 

participation? 
 
V. What are the roles of the citizen in American democracy? 
       B. What are the rights of citizens? 
       C. What are the responsibilities of citizens? 

  E. How can citizens take part in civic life? 
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Sample from “Democracy Class” 
 

MOCK ELECTION (10 minutes) 
 
“Ok, now that we are registered, let’s have an election.” 
 
12) Candidate forum:  “These two (say their names), are running for (say office that they’re running 

for), and we’re going to have an open forum where you can ask the candidates about your 
concerns.”  (Have them come to the front of the class)  “Right now they need your vote so they 
can win the election, YOU have the power if you are a voter.  You’ll want to ask questions to 
see how they can make your community or your life better if they win.” 
 
To the candidates:  “You should listen to what everyone is asking, because when we’re done, 
you’ll need to deliver a brief speech telling them what you will do if elected.” 

 
Take 3-5 questions, with the candidates each answering the question, alternating who goes 
first.   
 

TIP:  If student questions are too vague, ask them to focus on local issues written on the board. 
 
13) Candidate speeches:  Have each candidate give a one-minute speech about what they will do 

if elected. 
 

14) “Now it’s Election Day…but wait!  There are two things that I want to do.” 
 

 Send 10-20% of the students to the back of the room.  Explain that actually only half of 
young people voted in the last presidential election, letting the others take their power and 
decide for them.  These students represent the non-voters.   

 
 Give 3-5 buttons to each of the candidates and tell them to distribute them to the students 

(any student they want). Explain: “Before we have the election, candidates have some gifts 
to give out to anyone they want in the class.” 

 
15) Implement the election:  Ask students with voting ballots to write down the name of whom 

they’re voting for.  Remind the students in the back of the room: “Sorry, you are representing 
the non-voters, you don’t get a say.” Collect the ballots. 
 

16) Discuss the results:  
 

Ask the students who didn’t vote:  
“How does it feel to do all that work, and have issues that you care about, but not be able to 
have a say in the election?”  “Did you know that in the last major election, only 52% of young 
people under 30 voted, but over the past couple elections, young voter turnout has been on the 
rise, meaning more and more power and influence for all of you.  You have to be the ones that 
keep that movement going.” 
 
Ask the candidates:   
“What do you think the buttons represent?”  It could be jobs, money, support of the voter’s 
issues.  The idea is that politicians do things for the people that vote for them.   
 

“Do you think that politicians know who votes and who doesn’t?  Of course they do!  They know 
who registers and who votes; it is all public information.”  


