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end the war on voting 
 
In too many states in America, the failure of governments to modernize the voter 
registration system is being taken out on the voters, disproportionately impacting young 
people. These system failures are the result of both concerted acts of suppression and 
the inability or unwillingness to leverage new technologies to update an antiquated, 
paper-based process. 
 
Rock the Vote is organizing young people around the country to propel our registration 
system into the 21st century while countering efforts to take it back to the 19th century. 
Some people just don't want a lot of people voting while others, like Rock the Vote, want 
to make it easier for more people to participate. 
 
In states like Wisconsin, Colorado, Missouri, Minnesota, New Hampshire, North 
Carolina and many others, laws are being passed that make it difficult for young people 
to register. For those who are registered, few Secretary of State web pages are equipped 
with basic information or digital tools that would simplify important logistical details 
about the voting process. Don’t even get us started on online registration: In an era 
when we could register young people on their smart phones using QR codes we’re asking 
kids to print and snail mail forms at the post office? #FAIL 
 
 
We’re putting together a comprehensive scorecard that details the system’s deficiencies 
and advancements. We’re also asking young people to fight for a system that truly serves 
the next generation electorate, incorporating protections and innovations like: 
 
 Expanding options to vote early, including early voting, no-excuse 

absentee voting, expanding early voting centers and times, and retaining 
them in mail-ballot states; 

 Providing Election Day or Same Day Registration; 
 Implementing online voter registration, with the potential to expand it 

beyond voters with drivers licenses; 
 Allowing pre-registration for 16 and 17 year olds; 
 Providing automatic and permanent voter registration; and 
 Enacting state versions of the Deceptive Practices and Voter Intimidation 

Prevention Act 
 
First enacted in the 1800s as a way to keep women, minorities, immigrants, and poor 
men from voting, voter registration later served as a tool to enforce Jim Crow laws. 
Today, registration laws continue to achieve their original purpose, serving as barriers 



 

 

that keep honest citizens out of the political process. Even now we face a war on voting. 
 
In 1990, RTV launched its first campaign – Censorship is Un-American – to stop 
politicians from deciding what kind of music people could listen to. Now we are 
launching the Voter Suppression is Un-American campaign to fight back against attacks 
on our right to vote. 
 
“For out-of-state students, like myself, this [proposed voter identification] bill would require us to go to 
the DMV, surrender our out-of-state licenses and obtain a Wisconsin license at $28 a pop… 
Furthermore, the bill requires voters to live at their voting address for 28 (rather than the current 10) 
days before Election Day. This is a direct attack on college students’ voting rights as most move into 
their new residences less than 28 days before the fall primaries. This is shocking, disheartening, and 
unnecessary to prevent the almost non-existent fraud in Wisconsin elections. Our government should be 
encouraging students to engage in the civic process.” 
– Sam Polstein, University of Wisconsin student activist 

 


