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President Signs

Disaster Declaration!
Severe flooding throughout the State of Montana warranted President Clinton

to approve the Disaster Declaration Friday July 25, 1997. The state will receive

Federal funds to help assist with restoration of damaged public infrastructure such

as roads, bridges, culverts and public facilities. Few were unaffected this year as Montana

experienced severe winter storms which left most counties struggling with snow accumula-

tion at an estimated 200 percent above normal. Despite valiant preparedness efforts, vari-

ous results for the state were collapsed buildings, ice jams, failing or threatened dams, mud-
slides, and widespread flooding. Torrential rains received this spring compounded the ex-

isting problems and only added to the devastation.

The counties designated to receive Federal Disaster Funds include:

Broadwater County

Carbon County

Dawson County

Deer Lodge County

Flathead County

Judith Basin County

Lincoln County

Meagher County

Musselshell County

Park County

Ravalli County

Richland County

Sanders County

Sweet Grass County

Treasure County

Wheatland County

Yellowstone County

Confederated Salish &
Kootenai Tribes
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This Special Edition of the Disaster and Emergency Services Division

Newsletter is being sent out to you for your convenience in further un-

derstanding the disaster recovery process. Our office, in conjunction

with representatives from the Federal Emergency Management will be

opening the Disaster Field Office in Helena on August 4, 1997. This

newsletter will provide you with our staffing schedules, phone num-

bers, direction and even a copy of the Disaster Declaration.

Many things will happen in the next few weeks. Hopefully the infor-

mation we have included will keep you apprised of what we are doing

and provide some insight as to the relationship between both the State

and Federal Governments during the recovery process. Whether your

county has been directly affected or not, you should find some valuable

guidance and/or information.

Ideally, this whole process will be an opportunity for us all to learn,

grow in our individual fields of expertise, and better understand the re-

covery phase of emergency management.

As always, if you have any questions, please contact our office at

/'(406) 444-691 1 . We will be happy to assist in any way we can.

Monique T. Lay
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Thefollowing letter was received via/ax on Friday, July 25, 1997 5:00 p.m. The originalfax was retyped/or the purpose of clarity.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 25, 1997

The Honorable James L. Witt

Director

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Washington, D.C. 20472

Dear Mr. Witt:

I have determined that the damage in certain areas of the State of Montana, re-

sulting from severe storms, ice jams, snowmelt, flooding, and extreme soil sat-

uration on March 1, 1997, and continuing, is of sufficient severity and magni-

tude to warrant a major disaster declaration under the Robert T. Stafford Disas-

ter Relief and Emergency Assistance Act ("The Stafford Act"). I, therefore, de-

clare that such a major disaster exists in the State of Montana.

In order to provide Federal Assistance, you are hereby authorized to allocate

from funds available for these purposes, such amounts as you find necessary

for Federal disaster assistance and administrative expenses.

You are authorized to provide Public Assistance and Hazard Mitigation in the

designated areas. Consistent with the requirement that Federal assistance be

supplemental, any Federal fimds provided under the Stafford Act for Public

Assistance or Hazard Mitigation will be limited to 75 percent of the total eligi-

ble costs.

Sincerely,

/s/ Bill Clinton

_-4w.
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For Your information: The

Public Assistance Briefings

will be conducted to explain

the P. A. Program to the coun-

ties and provide them with

assistance in filling out a No-

tice of Interest (NOI). This

form will help to key the in-

spectors to damages within the

counties. They will begin

their inspections on August 12

but we have not approved a

formal inspection schedule at

this time.

August 5

August 6

August 7

August 8

August 11

August 12

^^In Kalispell for the following counties:

Flathead County

Sanders County

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribe

l^ln Libby for Lincoln County

\^ln Hamilton for the following counties:

Ravalli County

Deer Lodge County

P>In White Sulphur Springs for the following counties:

Meagher County

Broadwater County

Wheatland County

Judith Basin County

P=^In Billings for the following counties:

Yellowstone County

Musselshell County

Treasure County

Carbon County

P='In Sidney for the following counties: (tentative)

Richland County

Valley County

Roosevelt County

Prairie County

Dawson County

Hazard Mitigation Applicant Briefings

August 8 -22, 1997
The Hazard Mitigation Applicant Briefings will be conducted

August 8 through 22. If you would like more specific informa-

tion on exact dates, times and locations, please contact Larry

Akers at /'(406) 444-6960.
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Disaster Field Office
The Disaster Field Office will be located at:

The Federal Building

301 South Park Avenue

Room 210

Helena, Montana 59626

/• (406) 449-4821

/• (800) 289-0381

(1(406) 449-4458

1,(406) 449-4807

DFO fax

PA fax

Hmt-dfol 183-state@fema.gov

The State Disaster and Emergency Ser-

vices Office is always available if you need

further assistance. The telephone number is

/• (406) 444-6911.

REMINDER - The Presidential Disaster Declaration only provides for

Public Assistance. If individual property and/or business owners have in-

curred any losses as a result of this year's disaster, please direct them to the In-

dividual Assistance Program. They may be eligible for alternate assistance

through other programs. Have them contact either Dan McGowan or Monique

Lay at /• (406) 444-6911.
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tate of Montana
Disaster & Emergency Services Division

P.O. Box 4789

1100 North Main

Helena, Montana 59604-4789

(406)444-6911 fax (406) 444-6965

Montana State Documents

Distribution Center

State Library

DEADHEAD MAIL

If any counties have additional damages not ^JU
previously reported during the initial Damage \^

Assessment, please report them to the County ^^
4^ Coordinator as soon as possible. _i
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