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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSEFUL PREACHING WITH TRANSFORMATIVE 
LEADERSHIP FOR THE BLACK CHURCH IN 

THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 

by 

Scottie L. Aaron 
United Theological Seminary, 2015 

Mentor(s) 
Terry Thomas, D. Min. 

Reginald Dawkins, D. Min. 

This purpose of this project is to raise awareness on purposeful preaching and 

transformative leadership in the black church. The problem will address why the black 

church is shying away from preaching social consciousness and the passion for effective 

leadership. The context for this project is Providence Missionary Baptist Church, 

Sandusky, Ohio. The hypothesis is centered on two thoughts including the over 

intoxication of praise and worship and the preaching of a gospel of immediacy over the 

gospel of eventually. The methodology used to treat this problem is qualitative research 

including six weeks of sermons, leadership sessions, and group discussions. 
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EPIGRAPH 

Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto 

all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace 

of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 

Jesus. 

- Philippians 4:4-7 KJV
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INTRODUCTION 

Preaching in the black tradition can be defined as energetic, exciting, with an 

enormous amount of celebration. There is nothing that comes compares to black 

preaching. Black preaching also has helped the African American community get through 

some very tough times. Dating back to slavery, black preaching helped to liberate the 

mind even though the body was still in bondage. It was through black leadership that the 

people of God were able to see clearly through dark stained oppression. Black preaching 

and leadership also exposed some of the cancers that eat away at the African American 

community. I have chosen several methods in order to help me in this project. I have 

chosen personal interviews, and questionnaires to aid in this process. 

In this model of ministry, I will try to seek answers as why black preaching and 

leadership has changed so much. Our communities are still facing issues today that reek

havoc on the black community. Black preaching and leadership once addressed the issues 

of the black community. Preaching and leadership also was moved with great compassion 

to do something about those issues. Several words will be repeated throughout this 

project. The words black church and black community will be used frequently in this 

project in order to emphasize the issues that seem to attach both institutions. 

Chapter one will deal with my ministry in focus, which will give information 

about my spiritual context and why I chose the project preaching and leadership. This 

chapter will pull together my spiritual background and ministry focus. Additionally, it 
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will examine the context in question and will conclude with research work that will shed 

light on the subject matter. This section also will give clear direction as to why my 

personal background and current context coincides with one another. 

Chapter two will discuss the biblical foundations for this ministry model. This 

chapter will explore both Old and New Testament passages. The Old Testament passage 

that will be explored is Joshua 4: 1-24. In this passage Joshua prepares the people to 

embark upon a great journey. This chapter marks the end of wondering in the wilderness 

and moving forward into the Promised Land. Joshua helps to transition the people from 

one setting of their lives into another. The movement that occurs between the transitions 

could not have been possible without the proper leadership. Transitional leadership 

moves and motivates people for ministry. God made Joshua's leadership known within 

this text and his leadership was more defined in the text. This text also reveals what 

happens when the people of God follow leadership. 

The New Testament passage that will be used in this project is Luke 4:18-19. This 

passage focuses on the preaching aspect of the project. Jesus Christ was a preacher and 

He addressed social concerns in this passage. Christ made it very clear as to why He 

came. Jesus spoke to the brokenness of mankind and made a very powerful proclamation 

that it is He who had come to provide healing. This is the kind of healing that will be 

spoken of in this project. The black community needs good leadership from the preachers 

and to speak truth to power. Each issue in the black community has its own way of being 

worked out. Purposeful preaching makes the people aware of its severity in the 

community. 



The next chapter, chapter three, explores the historical side of the project. This 

chapter will focus on black preaching in America during slavery times to the present. 

Readers will catch a glimpse of preaching from the black perspective. Readers will also 

see how black preaching has shaped the life of many African American households. 

Chapter three will also explore how slave preachers and preachers today are able to 

weave social justice with a biblical message. 
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Chapter four will focus on the theological foundations. Many different resources 

were consulted on the subject of preaching and leadership. In this chapter, readers will 

see how various authors viewed preaching and leadership. World-renowned authors such 

as Walter Bruggerman, Paul Tillich, Augustine, and many more have pieces of their 

writings in chapter four. It is the object of the researcher to try and pull together the 

theological components of preaching and leadership and the worldview of the subject. 

Chapter five of this project will focus on the theoretical foundations. This portion 

of the project will introduce various concepts from many authors on the subject matter. 

The writers will give their perspective from a religious and non-religious viewpoint. The 

books that will be shared in this chapter will add emphasis to the theme of preaching and 

leadership. These sources were consulted in order to get a well round view of the subject. 

The last chapter will focus on the project analysis. The process that was used in 

order to collect data was, interviews, surveys, and round table discussions. The data 

collected was used to support the subject and gain a broader view of the issues that the 

black community faced thirty years ago up to the present. The interviews were face-to

face and some were over the telephone. Questions were asked about the subject of 

preaching today and leadership today. The name of this project is Purposeful Preaching 
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with Transformative Leadership for the Twenty First Century. The purpose of this project 

is to see why the church has shied away from raising very crucial issues in the black 

church. The black church has always been the hub for information in the community. The 

church was the place to go and express your concerns and feelings. It was also a place to 

go a receive healing from the Word of God through the preacher. The design of the 

project is qualitative research. Six weeks was dedicated to an in-depth analysis of how 

preaching has change over the course of the years. This also opened a discussion on how 

many preachers no longer preach on social justice. 

Several roundtable discussions took place in order to talk openly about preaching 

and leadership from the black perspective. This meeting was comprised of preachers both 

women and men. The idea of this setup was to get feedback from both sides on the 

subject matter. The fact of the matter is that social issues still are prominent in the black 

community. Preachers in the black church were the sole motivators for the community to 

know and to act on the issues. These discussions helped to raise the awareness of such 

issues. 



CHAPTER ONE 

MINISTRY FOCUS 

Looking back over my life, brings me to an emotional state because I think about 

the highs and lows of my early childhood. Growing up as a child I would say was a very 

fulfilling experience. I am the youngest of six siblings, which has its advantages and 

disadvantages. The advantages that I experienced, was the constant spoiling by my 

mother, when the others were not around. The disadvantages of being the youngest, was 

the negative treatment that I received because of being spoiled. 

Growing up on the east end of town with two older brothers and three sisters was 

a blast. Sandusky is a small resort town located in Ohio. Cedar Point and Kalahari has 

place Sandusky on the map as a resort town. My siblings and I took advantage of being 

raised in a small town. We took advantage by knowing that family and friends were 

nearby. Everybody seemed to know everybody. This small town and the family that 

surrounded me helped shape my life and made me a better person. They helped shape my 

life by their constant love and affection. 

My mother, a single parent, struggled often to pay the bills. Even though it was 

often very difficult, we never missed a meal. We always had the necessities in order to 

make it through. We may not have had the most popular or name brand things like many 

others, but we were always clean and well-mannered. My mother and father separated 

when I was very young. My father, who was a functioning alcoholic, would often work 
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fifty to sixty hours a week, only to gamble the earnings away. These actions would often 

cause chaos in our home. The drunkenness of my father promoted discord and much 

fighting. I was reared in a family of domestic violence where my parents harmed each 

other. As children, we would become much afraid whenever our father came home drink. 

My father was never a church going person. Many of his days were spent at the local bar 

and gambling places. 

My childhood years brought to me some good memories and some bad ones. My 

mother made sure that she sent us to church with my grandmother every week. These 

fond memories will always remain in my heart. The memories of going to church and 

singing in the youth choir are priceless. My mother, who did not attend church on a 

regular basis, always knew that it was a good thing to send us. My mother's disdain and 

frustration with the church began relatively at an early age. At the age of sixteen, my 

mother found herself with child and, as a result, was voted out of the church. Mother, 

who we all called "Mommy," was raised in the old south. The old south, was a place and 

time when the lives of people, where regulated by the church. The church guided 

everything in the lives of the people. The church was the only place that blacks could go 

and receive instruction. The only place blacks could go to feel free. The old south and the 

church dealt harshly with unwed pregnancy. Her dislike for the church grew over the 

years. 

My mother's upbringing was in the church. The dislike that she had for the church 

was not taken out on us. In spite of the dislike that she had, she decided to send us to 

church. The life of the church played a positive role in my life. Church helped shape me 

into who I am today. My upbringing in the church helped to shape my mind and develop 
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me. My pastor would spend lots of time with me and other young men of the church. In 

the absence of a father my pastor was a good match for the role. My pastor would teach 

me about the church and the hardships of being in the ministry. Little did he know that he 

was only preparing me for what I engage in now as a pastor. My leader taught me real 

life lessons that would give me direction into my present-day calling. 

While in church, I was exposed to a lot of great teaching. My father was now not 

a part of the family, so my pastor filled that void. At an early age, I fell in love with the 

word of God. I fell in love with the church atmosphere. In Sunday school I was able to 

remember very quickly that which I studied over the week. Oh how I still remember my 

Sunday school teachers and the positive impact that they had on my life. Time after time, 

they would tell me that God had something special for me to do. I would smile and hold 

that word close to my heart. The way those teachers taught those lessons and brought 

them to life was priceless. I remember Mother Adell Harris, my first Sunday school 

teacher. A little frail frame lady with a soft sweet voice, but demanded your attention 

when she spoke. It seems as if when she talked, it sounded like a gentle whisper. A 

whisper that caught hold of your ear, and carried you away into her teaching lesson. 

The people that made up the Providence Baptist Church made a positive impact 

on my life. My mother also played a major role in preparing me for the real world. My 

mother would always tell us about God growing up, even though she did not attend 

church. My grandmother planted something deep in my mother and her siblings that they 

could not deny. Even in the midst of the house parties and the drinking, my mother made 

sure that Sunday was kept sacred. Some of the bad memories were growing up without a 

father. My pastor was there but it was not like having a dad living in the house with you. 



My pastor could only go so far; I needed a male figure in my home, someone to 

call "daddy." I grew up holding that regret of not having a father. I would go to school 

and see others who had both parents in the home and it would really bother me. I must 

admit, to this day it still bothers me. However, I am able to find consolation in the word 

of God. My mother had to take on both roles in the family. 
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I was involved in football and baseball as a small boy. I dreamed of the day when 

I could look over and see my father cheering me on in the stands. That day never came. 

Mother never liked for us to be involved in sports, so she never attended any of the 

games. So I learned to live with not having my mother there as well. My adolescent years 

were years of loneliness. My other siblings had grown up and moved out of the house, 

leaving me alone. I was often picked on and ostracized because of my involvement with 

the church. I accepted Christ at the age of thirteen years old. So it was somewhat difficult 

to manage being a teenager as a Christian and fight off the temptations of being a 

teenager. 

My teenage years were years of confusion. I really did not know who I was and 

what direction I should take after high school, but I felt that God had laid a hand upon 

me. I knew that there was a calling on my life, but I did not know what. Later, after 

graduation, I moved away to college. Moving to Columbus, OH to attend my first year of 

college, at Devry University was very exciting. There was still that weight that was 

yearning on the inside. I would often sit quietly, wondering what was bothering me so. I 

would find myself engaging in ungodly activities in order to drown out this the 

sometimes nuisance voice. There were times when I drank alcoholic beverages to remove 

myself from situations that were trying to arrest me, which not work. 
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During my teenage years I stayed away from the church and made some very bad 

choices. The choices that I made forced me to move back to my hometown, Sandusky. 

Upon moving back, I was blessed to get a job at a factory in one of the nearby cities 

called Glidden. Glidden is a paint manufacturing company, nestled out in the middle of 

Huron, OH. It was there that my calling became clearer. However, knowing really what 

God wanted me to do; I decided to enter the deaconship at my home church. Over a 

period of time and still not feeling complete, I submitted to the irresistible call to preach. 

I had always had a fondness of preachers and enjoyed hanging out with them in my 

pastor's study growing up. They always gave words of wisdom and encouragement. 

Those who would give me guidance throughout my ministry quickly surrounded 

me. Those with whom I connected with became mentors. They were mostly older 

preachers who were actively pastoring or recently retired. They became that sounding 

board that one needs to have while engaging in the preaching ministry. What impacted 

me the most was their genuine love and support shared so freely. They were very frank in 

providing me" inside information" about the ups and downs of ministry. 

Those solid nuggets that these pastors shared were priceless. They told me how to 

keep myself out of trouble, which was wisdom that I embraced. Their words came true, I 

experienced first-hand some of those things that they spoke of. I was able to enter the 

pastorate with a keen insight on what to expect. However there were some things that 

only personal experience could teach. I served my pastor faithfully, until I was called at 

the age of twenty-six to pastor my first church called the Cornerstone Baptist Church. I 

was young and inexperienced, but God knows exactly where to put us in order to train us. 

I was getting ready to take on the exciting, yet burdensome, task as a young pastor. 
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I started my first pastorate with just eight people. It was small church barely 

holding together. However, God revealed that he would do some great things through me 

to bless the church. I was young but I was faithful. I had to endure a many hard trials over 

those six years. It was during those years that I was taught some very valuable lessons. I 

had to learn what suffering was all about. It was during these years that I grew spiritually. 

I was able to see a different side of people and how they responded to leadership. 

It was amazing to see God at work in the life of the Cornerstone Baptist Church. 

Although the church was small, God still blessed the church and caused it to grow. 

During my first pastorate, I was enrolled at the Temple Bible College to begin work on 

my bachelor's degree. This was somewhat difficult to do because I was still working full 

time in a factory. It was a challenge trying to juggle marriage, school, work and 

pastoring. My ministry was truly enhanced by being engaged in so many things at once. 

My hunger and desire to learn God's word grew within me as the years 

progressed. I would find myself overwhelmed at times because the work load was so 

heavy. I worked at a factory third shift. My classes were evening classes, so I would 

leave school and go right to work. I would work eight to ten hours on third shift. I kept 

this routine up for four years until I graduated. God then moved in a mighty way in order 

for me to further my education. I enrolled at the Ashland Theological Seminary to begin 

work on my Masters degree. I persevered through the obstacles that lay before me, but 

they made me stronger and wiser. 

I began to go through a complete transformation while juggling those tasks. God 

entrusted things in my hands, and I wanted to do my best with what he gave me. I did not 

quite understand it at the beginning, but God later showed me what it was all about. That 
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is the way I believe that God works. God has a unique way of strengthening us stronger 

for the journey. I continued working full time and pastoring. I must admit that my family 

began to suffer, because I was not around much. I could almost feel my own family 

drifting away from me. My time was being spent on work and school. Nobody told me 

that balancing these things could be so difficult. There would be time when I did not see 

my family for days. I would often miss my children's school functions because of the 

many hats I wore. 

It was really a blessing that God gave me all of these things to deal with because 

in dealing with them, I became stronger, wiser and more alert to the attacks of the enemy. 

Juggling all of these things made me very tired. I began to lose interest in things that 

really mattered to me. I began to even lose interest in my pastoral duties. Every Sunday 

that I went to church, I could not wait until service was over. I began to fall into a slight 

depression. Nothing seemed right for me; nothing would give me peace. I would preach 

every Sunday, only to walk away not feeling good about myself. I would encourage 

others to trust God, but I was slipping further away from God. 

Little did I know that I would spend the next five years in this condition. So the 

question that I began to raise was, if God really is involved then why am I feeling this 

way? How can God permit me to endure so much and it looks like it is getting worse? 

The answer came through constant prayer and the Word of God. God led me to consider 

that he often takes people through some things in order to prepare them for what is next. I 

also had to understand that when we neglect the word of God and rely on self, it can be 

disastrous results. 
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I have been blessed to be surrounded by so many good colleagues. While in 

seminary, I met some wonderful people. They were able to give me good advice and 

strong prayer support. This was, in fact, a solid rock to stand on. I needed this and I 

appreciated it. I also had a fellow preacher in my city that rode along with me each week 

to class. The Rev. Bobby Langdon was my Junior High School Principal. Rev. Langdon 

became my friend and close colleague. We graduated together and were able to look back 

at the experience and gain strength. Rev. Langdon also became one of my greatest 

encouragers. Week by week, the load became heavier. Rev. Langdon was right there to 

help share the load. It was God's divine providence that he was in some of my classes. 

This helped me out in so many ways; I could not help but to see the hand of God working 

in my life. 

During the years of my first pastorate, I endured many hardships. I had people 

who disagreed with my leadership style; as a result, they chose to worship elsewhere. 

This was somewhat difficult because of the personal connection that I had with some of 

these individuals. Whenever people walk away, it does something to a person, especially 

a young person in leadership. I continued on in my pastorate, working with very little. 

My wife and I had to work a lot of things on our own. We had to clean the church and the 

church busses. We also had the responsibility in teaching all of the classes. There was not 

enough trained people to teach. We were working with people who were unchurched, 

working in a church context. Many were unchurched, which means that they had no 

background in being raised in the church. They became members in a church that was not 

fully established which immediately caught our attention. We had to teach our way 

through many things that had us bound at that particular parish. 



13 

My wife and I had to do a lot of on the spot teaching. In order to take some of the 

responsibility off of our shoulders, we had to do a lot of delegation. We had to teach 

proper church etiquette. We also had to teach hymns during morning worship and also 

communion preparation. 

There were some very good memories and there were some bad ones. I honestly 

cherish both, because if it were not for the bad, then I would not know how to cherish the 

good memories. It was during this time I really saw what it meant to shepherd God's 

people. I experienced some Moses-like situations. It is rather hard to be going in one 

direction and have your people going in another. This, I believe, is the most trying part of 

ministry for all who lead God's people. 

I believe that I am a better person now when I first started. I am now able to look 

back over my personal battles and use those things to move higher. Spiritually , I have 

become stronger. I am able to see God through a different lens because of suffering. I 

have become more prayerful. This is even true when it is time to have meetings and 

choose ministry leaders. I have found out that prayer is in fact the key to survival while 

operating in ministry. If there is one thing that I have learned during this process, it is 

prayer is my best friend. I realized that this is a faith walk, and my faith has increased as 

a result of my experiences. 

During my experiences, I also have grown intellectually. God blessed me to go to 

school and finish two degrees. I was blessed to receive my Bachelors degree in Biblical 

Studies, and a Masters degree in Theology. My experience taught me that I need more 

than just a Sunday sermon to work in ministry. The education that I was equipped with 

helped me to better pastor people. My desire to learn more of the word increased with my 
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work as a pastor. I also learned that it is important for pastors to further educate 

themselves so that we can better feed the people of God. I have become a more patient 

person because of my experiences. There was a time when patience was not a part of my 

vocabulary. I did not want to wait on anything. However, time and personal problems 

ushered me into the realm of patience. 

The "intellectual me" analyzes issues a little more than before. The training that I 

received in school helps me to better rightly divide the word of God in order to feed 

God's people. Shepherding God's people is just like being a doctor. A doctor must 

continue to learn and follow up on new research in order to remain fresh and current. I 

feel the same concept applies to me. I must remain fresh and current in my preaching if 

the people of God are to fair well. I have become a better preacher socially and 

intellectually because of my past experiences. I have learned to use these experiences as a 

stepping stone to build upon them in order to move in the direction that God is directing. 

When I look back over m life and reflect on the various events, I discovered the 

impactful influence that they had on my life. One of the greatest impact on my life is that 

I can see God through the eyes of suffering. I know now what it feels like to feel pain. 

My people inflicted the feeling of pain and defeat. I love people but they have shown me 

that everybody is really not in your comer. These issues have also shaped my preaching. 

My preaching has gained more depth. Preaching through pain has become more familiar 

to me. I love to preach, and I try to do all that I can to enhance my preaching skills. In my 

ministry context, preaching is at the top of my list. I value preaching and I value the 

message that preaching sends. I believe that God allows some things to happen in our 

lives in order to make us stronger. 
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I take preaching seriously. Souls are on the line whenever a person of God stands 

in the pulpit and declare God's word. My ministry is the teaching. I love to teach and that 

is my calling. God has developed me into a teacher. I have always had a desire to teach, 

even while I was young. I would help teach youth Bible study when I was young. Each 

experience helped me move up to another level of teaching. Working in my ministry 

context continues to be a fulfilling experience. Even though I have a lot of difficult 

challenges in front of me, I still get excited about the work. 

There is a big difference in pastoring style from when I started in comparison to 

now. Initially, I started out excited and eager, but in ministry when the challenges came, I 

quickly ran away. I was not happy and I ran low of energy and excitement. I did not 

enjoy preaching or preparing to teach. I had lost that which I was in love with. The 

passion and the zeal were lost, buried beneath hurt and frustration. 

When I recall these very difficult times, I feel a sense of urgency propelling me to 

move forward with the work of Christ. The teaching and preaching ministry are 

ministries that are needed in the Twenty-First Century. The importance of the gospel 

message to be shared has led me to do more research and study. The preaching ministry 

compelled me to develop programs in my church that shed light on this powerful tool that 

God gave us. I plan on using this model to further be a blessing to the kingdom of God. 

While I am working in my new pastoral role, there are many things that I would love to 

accomplish. I have now learned to set goals and take breaks in order to prevent burnout. 

I have learned that in any ministry, burnout can happen. However, those things 

can often be prevented with times of rest. Jesus himself rested and took time away from 

the crowd, in order to refresh himself. I cannot minister to people when I am on the verge 
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of a breakdown. When I look at the decline of society and the church, my desire to 

operate within this ministry context motivates me to do more. I try to improve in this area 

as much as possible and promote it and program it. That is the key to spreading the good 

news: promoting and programming of it. 

I cannot ignore the constant drive that I have flowing within. This drive that I 

have is a sure calling. I really do not think that I would have held on as long as I have, 

without this calling. The calling kept me going when I did not feel like going on. The 

desire dwindled, but the calling never left. I was certain that the Lord had placed me in 

that particular church. Even with all of its problems, I knew that I was called to be there. 

It was not only the calling that gave me the drive, but also the love that I have for people. 

My love of people gave me the extra energy that I needed in order to carry out my task. I 

began to study the model of Christ because He knew his mission. Christ knew the heavy 

load of ministry yet, despite the various issues of the mission, He never lost sight. 

My hope is that my ministry will have a great impact on those that I will 

encounter. Jesus the Christ had a ministry that impacted the community and surrounding 

areas. I pray that my ministry will help motivate others to move past mediocrity. The 

theme that drives me is simple: getting people where God wants them to be. It is my 

belief that if my ministry is not changing someone, then my ministry needs to change. It 

is my desire to have an effective ministry, a ministry that brings about a change in me, in 

the community, and in those with whom I come in contact. 

I used to wonder about who I am and what would become of my ministry. Over 

time, God has given me great insight into who I am and what will become of me. I can 

now put all of my experiences into proper perspective. I am now able to see how 
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everything I went through was necessary for me to become the Christian I am today. I 

finally realized that an impact had to occur in my life before I could really impact others. 

God has made it very clear that He has given me something great, and it is up to me to 

use it for his glory. The impact that these experiences had is life changing. I believe that 

it all pays off in the end. 

It is refreshing to realize that I have grown as a direct result of good and bad 

experiences. I am able to take what I have gleaned over the years and weave it into my 

ministry. I often think of the life lessons that I learned in Sunday school, and the wisdom 

and guidance given to me by the seasoned saints. These life lessons were all a part of my 

personal and spiritual development, and helped shape me into the pastor I am today. The 

effect of these particular experiences can be seen in how I handle situations within my 

ministry context. Working in pastoral ministry can be very difficult, but leading God's 

people is a rewarding experience. God prepared me for this role at a very early age. I try 

to demonstrate that passion as I teach from place to place today. 

This awesome task that has been laid upon me is, in fact, a great one. Looking 

back at my early life, when I was juggling family, factory and ministry, it was amazing 

that I survived. I juggled working full time, family, and pastoring. I often think of David , 

and how God prepared him for the task of leading his people. God prepared David from 

an early age. Moses was prepared taking care of sheep and God took him through many 

stages in order to get him where he wanted him to be. In my life I can see the hand of 

God working in my life as well. My story is not like David's or Moses,' because God 

works each person's story out differently. 
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I want to share my life story with all young pastors and ministers, who may have 

similar experiences. My message to them is simple: and that is do not give up. It is really 

all a part of the plan. I want to be able to show them my model so that they will learn 

from it. When I was coming up various pastors shared with me their ups and downs in 

ministry. I would like to do the same for those younger ministers who are up and coming. 

This model can be used by anyone who engages in ministry. Ministry is not easy, but it 

has its rewards. 

I believe that nothing worth having ever comes without bumps. In the life of 

ministry, there will be some bumps and bruises. There will also be many battles to fight, 

which helped shape me and grow me. When other preachers read this, I hope that they 

will find comfort. I hope that they will come to understand that they are not the only ones 

going through the bumps of ministry. I hope that they will come to know that there is 

hope and that God works things out for the good for all believers who seek his will. 

Now I am able to say that faithfulness leads to greater things. My life-long pastor 

retired from the pastorate. My pastor has now become older and weary of his journey. 

The stroke that he endured a few years ago began to take its toll on his life and his 

ministry. When he got ready to retire he announced to the church, that his desire was for 

me to come and take his place. This was something that was told to me a long time ago, 

that I was to take over as pastor, of my home church. The Rev. Samuel Mickles my 

pastor is retiring. I thought about that over and over again. I tried to comprehend what 

was happening and the transition that I found myself a part of. It was through much 

prayer that I decided to take the reigns of my home church. God gave me a clear sign that 

I was to leave my current church and move back, in order to pastor my home church. 
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My home church was called the Providence Missionary Baptist Church. This 

church was founded and located in an area of Sandusky called Searsville. This area of 

town is filled with low income housing and single parent families. Through prayer and 

fasting, I became ready to enter into my second pastorate. The flow of excitement filled 

my heart. On the other hand, I also felt the burden of the task that was laid upon me. 

When I finally accepted the challenge to pastor my home church, the parishioners as well 

were excited. 

In the midst of excitement I became a little worried, about how I was going to be 

received in this new role as pastor. My worries began to mount with this question in 

mind; will the people accept me as pastor, instead of a son? When I left Providence I was 

twenty six years old. I was young and I just really started preaching. Going back to 

Providence, I at thirty-three, I had grown older in age and faith. That question continued 

to bother me, and keep me awake at night. Wondering how this whole ordeal was going 

to play out, I began to have second thoughts. 

God has a unique way of calming us down, and assuring us that we are right for 

the assignment. God assured me, however I still had some doubts. Will the people respect 

me? Will the people listen to someone who they had a hand in raising? These were some 

of the questions that I pondered time and time again. 

Talking with my wife and children, they too agreed that it was time to make a 

move. God blessed me with a supportive wife, and five beautiful children. I can almost 

see myself in my children. I was raised in a big family, and now I have a big family of 

my own. Three boys and two girls, there is never a dull moment in my house. 
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When I decided to take on the responsibility as pastor of the Providence MB 

Church, I still struggled with some things. I had been praying to God, to allow me to 

serve in a church fulltime. Trying to balance school, family, and a fulltime job was 

literally killing me. My health was declining. My body was losing strength, and I was 

dealing with early stages of hypertension. My sleep schedule was very grueling and I was 

prescribed sleeping medication, just to get a good night's rest. 

Seeking to be free from the fulltime job setting, and to go into the fulltime 

pastoral setting, was a strong desire. How will this work out? I knew that I did not have 

the strength to take on a new church, with the same responsibilities at home. If I took on 

the task as pastor of my home church, then I would still have to work a fulltime job. 

Knowing this my mind began to race again. How I wanted so bad to work in the context 

in which I knew that I was called to. God one day showed me that I would become a 

fulltime pastor at my home church. How could this be? Providence was not known in the 

city as a church that took good care of their preachers. They were always known as an 

church that did what they could to get by, as it relates to taking care of a pastor. 

My time that was spent in the trenches was finally going to pay off. God rewarded 

faithfulness. Providence church stepped out on faith and decided to take me off of my 

fulltime job, and bring me on board as a fulltime pastor. This blessing came six months 

after I started at the church. 

Thinking back over the last seven years of my life, it became clear as to why I had 

to go through some of those things. Yes; the first church brought me much pain and 

confusion, but it was a great experience. I do not think that I could do the things that I can 

do today, if I did not have that experience. That experience helped me to see certain 
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things in a different light. God always has a plan, although we may not know why He is 

doing what He is doing it. I have come to know that it all works out for the good. 

I have a clearer picture going into this church than I had starting out. Dealing with 

people and multiple attitudes, is a part of shepherding Gods people. This I had to learn 

while serving at my first church. Life lessons are the best to receive. They prepare you for 

the next level. I had to remember that God is always working behind the scenes in order 

to get us where God wants us to be. One of the keys to ministry is that we learn from our 

experiences and grow. Each level that we are going to, allows us to see God in a different 

view. God has a way of showing himself to us. 



CHAPTER TWO 

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS 

The goal of the biblical foundations is to establish a model of ministry for 

Purposeful Preaching with Transformative Leadership for the Black Church for the 

Twenty-First Century. This model will address preaching from the black perspective as it 

relates to addressing the issues that the black community now faces. This model will take 

a glimpse at preaching from slavery to the Civil Rights Movement until the present. This 

particular model will also explore the reasons why so many preachers who pastor African 

American churches, no longer find it important to address from the pulpit social 

concerns. This model also seeks to explore the power of the preachers voice during these 

times. The biblical foundations will connect preaching and leadership as adequate tools 

for community transformation. The biblical foundations will also provide credence to 

preaching and leadership. Today preachers must continue to proclaim in the ears of the 

people the plan of God, and offer strategic leadership that will embrace the mission and 

ministry of the church. 

Old Testament Foundation 

The Old Testament scripture is Joshua 3: 1-17 and it states, 

And Joshua rose early in the morning, and they removed from Shittim, and came 

to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed 
over. And it came to pass after three days that the officers 
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went through the host; And they commanded the people, saying When ye see the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, 
then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space 
between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, 
that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way 
heretofore. And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to morrow 
the Lord will do wonders among you. And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying 
Take up the Ark of the Covenant, and pass over before the people. And they took 
up the Ark of the Covenant, and went before the people. And the Lord said unto 
Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel that they 
may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee. And thou shalt 
command the priests that bear the Ark of the Covenant, saying, When ye are come 
to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan. And Joshua said 
unto the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of the Lord your God. 
And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you, and that 
he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and 
the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold, 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into 
Jordan. Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, out of every 
tribe a man. And it shall come to pass,, as soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 
waters of the Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that 
come down from above; and they shall stand upon an heap. And it came to pass, 
when the people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant before the people; And as they that bare the ark 
were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in 
the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of 
harvest,) That the waters which came down form above stood up upon an heap 
very far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down 
toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the 
people passed over right against Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the 
Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over 
Jordan. 

Introduction 

This particular passage of scripture charters the advancement of the children of 

Israel. The passage marks the end of the wilderness journeys of Israel. In addition to this 

truth, this passage acquaints its readers with faithful and strong leadership. God revealed 

His power, presence and provision through his servant Joshua by crossing the Jordan 



River. God used this particular event to grow, shape, and fortify his people and Joshua 

was expected to bridge the gap for the people and usher them into transformed lives. 

Transformative leadership moves people from one area in their lives to the next. Joshua 

demonstrated powerful leadership capabilities in his efforts to organize and move Israel 

into the area of promise. Joshua, in addition to leadership, also was a powerful 

proclaimer. Proclamation and leadership serves as a foundation for preparing God's 

people for mission. 

Text Analysis 
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The life and leadership style of Joshua can be stated by many as one of the most 

profound and prolific, in the entire Bible. Joshua was selected by God to take Israel to 

another level, into the Promised Land. What an awesome task that it must to have been, 

to take the reigns of a great leader such as Moses, and to transition the people of God into 

their destiny. Transformative leadership can be seen in the life of Joshua from the days of 

servant-hood to leadership. What is transformative leadership? Transformative leadership 

can be defined as leadership that moves, motivates, the masses for mission. 

Transformative leadership is risky and radical in its attempts to move people to 

the next level. Every level presents new challenges, that sometimes hinder the forward 

process. The challenge that Israel was about to face, calls for strategic leadership 

capabilities that would enhance their growth as the people of God. Preparing to cross an 

already flooded river seems to be another stumbling block in the way of Israel. It is 

interesting to note, that God had Israel to cross this river at flood stage. God lays down 

the challenge to Israel and Joshua to cross what seems to be uncrossable river during its 



flood stage. Joshua had a leadership style that helped to transform the people of God. 

The transformation within the people came as a result of following Joshua, who got 

orders from God. 

25 

Joshua exemplified great leadership and as a result the people of God were 

blessed. Dealing with the subject of preaching and leadership, Joshua 3: 1-17 gives an 

extraordinary account of what it means to proclaim the Word of God and give spiritual 

leadership. This particular text redefines what spiritual leadership is and what can happen 

when people follow leadership. The name Joshua means the "Lord is Salvation." The 

people of God are now standing at the banks of Jordan waiting to cross over. This 

particular move will be a faith move. They must have faith in God and follow leadership 

instructions, in order to make over the Jordan River. 

It is not quite clear as to who gave the instructions to the officers to alert the 

people to follow the Ark of the Covenant. It is amazing to note that leadership 

instructions are never given directly to the people. Leadership instructions are passed to 

the people through God's servant. In Joshua 3, immediately readers receive an instant 

feeling of the movements within this opening passage. 1 The crossing of the Jordan 

transformed Israel from a wandering band, to a landed people. In the preceding chapter, 

Shittim seems to be the lodging spot for Israel. 

Throughout this text the theme of waiting seems to be the order of the day. 

Spiritual leadership has a component of waiting. Transformative leadership, consist of 

waiting on God to give the orders to move forward. Israel and Joshua receive orders from 

God, but then a period of waiting began as they waited on God to manifest his plan. 

1 
Jerome F.D. Creach, Interpretation Joshua (Louisville, KY: Knox Press, 1962), 44. 



Waiting on God seems to be inevitable, but it is an opportune time to self-examine and 

pray. During the waiting period, God increases our faith by becoming us to eyewitness 

His plan coming together. 
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Israel settled along a place called Shittim, which also can be called Acacia Grove 

and it was full of Acacia trees. The Acacia tree is a very strong tree that is able to 

withstand extreme climate conditions in the desert. Israel lodges there and waited for 

instructions to move on. It is safe to say that Israel lodged in a place that represented who 

they should be. The people of God had a great journey ahead of them. They needed to be 

strong and keep faith in God, when extreme crisis conditions changed. 

They were about to embark upon a journey that was foreign to them. Joshua who 

led the people had faith in God.
2 

The people were to keep their eye on the Ark and 

follow their leader. Good leadership requires that one have faith in God. The journey was 

great and many times the directions did not make sense. In spite of what it may have 

looked like, Joshua obeyed God. True leadership will demonstrate what it means to 

follow and be obedient to the Word of God. This kind of obedience can be seen in Joshua 

in his early years as a servant under the leadership of Moses. Joshua was a leader in the 

making. 

When Israel left Shittim they quickly settled at Jordan. The name "Jordan" means 

a descending, flowing river that had great importance and was a part of a rift valley and 

has one of the lowest depressions on earth. A number of rivers flow into the tip of the 

Jordan River. It is not by happenstance that God wanted his people to lodge there. The 

need to gather themselves and regroup was at the core of their lodging near the Jordan 

because they had a great journey ahead of them and they needed a place of solitude. 

2 Irving L. Jensen, Joshua (Nashville, TN: Nelson, 1986), 24. 



27 

Joshua 3:2-3 continues to build upon the leadership of Joshua and the obedience 

of the people. The established order of operations was put into place. The "officers" were 

commanded to instruct the people. These "officers" were chosen leaders within the camp 

to get the people in order. Although not recorded that Joshua gave the command, we can 

infer that the orders came from Joshua. Joshua was the leader and God gave the orders to 

him. 

Joshua has the great task of moving the people from waiting into action. The 

arduous task of moving the people across an already overflowed river seemed almost 

hopeless. This will be an example of faithful obedience. 
3 This change was not produced 

without the special agency of the Holy Spirit. 

Military style language is being used in the opening parts of this book with Joshua 

giving commands to the officers, in order to move the people into action. The officers are 

commanded to give some very important instructions concerning the Ark of the 

Covenant. When the people saw the Ark of the Covenant they were to follow it. The Ark 

of the Covenant was a symbol to Israel of the presence of God. Inside of the Ark were the 

rod of Aaron, the Ten Commandments, and a jar of manna. 

The emphasis in verses 2-3 is that God wanted the people to follow him. This new 

adventure in which the people were about to embark upon needed to be centered on the 

fact that God was leading and everyone needed to have a clear understanding of the 

leader. With a clear understanding of leadership, everyone understood who would give 

instructions and how to apply those instructions. Specifically, the Priests and the Levites 

were ordered by God to be the ones to carry the Ark. The carrying of the Ark was a task 

forbidden by others and they were not expected to have any contact with the Ark. 

3 John Calvin, The Book of Joshua (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker House, 1981), 58. 



Therefore, leadership were to carry the Ark which is an indication that it is 

extremely important for leaders to be connected with God. God always required leaders 

to hold true to his word. The leaders were to lift Him up throughout the camp, so that 

they could see God and have order in their lives.
4 

The priests were minister or worship 

leaders in the nation of Israel. They represented the people before God. The priests 

conducted various rituals to atone for the sins of the people. The "Levites" were 

descendants of Levi who served as assistants to the priests in the worship service. They 

were responsible in leading the people into worship and confession. It is interesting to 

note that leadership was not just giving out orders, but they were intricately engaged in 

service as well. 
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The instructions to follow the Ark came with a warning. In Joshua 3:4, the leaders 

instructed the people not to get too close to the Ark. God again wanted the people to 

know that there was a distinct difference between humanity and a Holy God. The people 

had to be obedient and follow the directions of God through the leader. 

This particular story continues to move forward as Joshua proclaims to the people 

to prepare themselves by sanctifying themselves. The word "sanctifies" means to cleanse 

or purify yourselves. One of the greatest tasks of leadership is to prepare the people. 

Preparing the people is not always an easy feat to accomplish. People have their own 

personal agendas and feelings. These personal feelings and personal agendas sometimes 

get in the way of movement. 5The people needed to be shown the way in order to receive 

what God has for them. Spiritual leadership prepares people to "meet" God. We can see 

here in Joshua that God is a Holy God. God is also a God of order. 

4 Herbert Lockyer, Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Nelson, 1986), 644, 872.

5 Richard D. Nelson, Joshua (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 1997), 60. 
















































































































































































































