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“THE APOSTOLIC WAY” 

-As Passed Along by Peter and John - 
 

 
Intro ... Today we begin a Series of Messages that will take us into and mostly 
through this New Year. I’m calling it ...  
 

“THE APOSTOLIC WAY” 
- As Passed Along by Peter and John – 

 
Several Introductory Observations ... 
 

 
PETER and JOHN were the most PROMINENT 

of Jesus’ Twelve APOSTLES. 
 

 
 

* Peter (the Rock) was the one upon whom and around whom 
Jesus said He would ‘Build His Church’ ... 

 
* Peter was the one whom Jesus instructed to “Strengthen your brothers” 
after the debacle of his ‘Denial of Christ’ was over ... Jesus also instructed 
Peter in the days before His Ascension into heaven to “Feed my Sheep”. 

 
* Peter is the one who stood up on the Day of Pentecost as the spokesman of 

the entire band of 120 Spirit-Enflamed disciples. 
 

* Peter’s is the voice through whom the Spirit spoke at the  
Great Jerusalem Council recorded in Acts 15. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
* John (the Beloved) was the one who sat nearest to the Lord at the 

Last Supper and to whom Jesus revealed that Judas was the one 
who would betray him ... 

 
* John was the one to whom Jesus entrusted the care of  

His own mother, Mary. 



* John (according to early church tradition) outlived all the other Apostles 
and most likely survived to nearly the end of the First Century. 

 
* John was used by the Spirit in the Gospel that bears his name to reveal 

insights of Christ and teachings from Christ not found in any other Gospel. 
 

* John’s Letter to the Church reflects a mature perspective and addressed  
a generation of believers who had never seen the Lord. 

 
Peter and John are mentioned together in the Scriptures often ... 

 
 

Peter and John were two of the INNER THREE  
(James, John’s brother was the Third.) 

 

 
* They were invited into Jairus’ home to see Jesus  

raise Jairus’ daughter from death. (Luke 8) 
 

* They were invited to stand with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration  
and see His Glory with their own eyes and hear the Voice of God  

with their own ears. (Mark 9) 
 
 

 

Peter and John were linked in COMMON MINISTRY 
 

 
* They were the only two disciples who followed Jesus into the  

Courtyard of the High Priest after Jesus’ arrest. (John 18) 
 

* They were together on Easter Sunday when Mary Magdalene 
found them and told them that the tomb was empty. (John 20) 

 
* They ran together to the tomb to see for themselves. 

John got to the tomb first but Peter entered the tomb first. (John 20) 
 

* They were together in Peter’s fishing boat with the other disciples when  
the resurrected Jesus appeared on the shore and called out to them.  

It was John who said to Peter, “It’s the Lord”. (John 21) 
 
 



* They were going to the temple together when they encountered a  
crippled beggar who Peter healed in the name of Jesus Christ. (Acts 3) 

 
* They were both arrested and called into question because of the healing  

they had performed and they both boldly declared their intention to  
continue to proclaim all that they had ‘seen and heard’. (Acts 4) 

 
* They were sent by the other Apostles in Jerusalem to check out the great  
Gospel work that Philipp was doing among the Samaritans. They laid hands  
on these new believers and the Holy Spirit came upon them. As Peter and 

John returned to Jerusalem they preached the Gospel throughout Samaria. 
(Acts 8) 

 
Indeed, we can say ... 
 

 

Peter and John were both BUDDIES in LIFE  
and PARTNERS in MINISTRY. 

 

 
There is no more mention of John in the Book of Acts after chapter 8.  
 
I imagine that it was at that point that John took Mary (for safety sake) to the 
City of Ephesus, where tradition says they lived until Mary’s death. 
 
The continuing ministry of Peter is highlighted in Acts 9 (Healing of the 
paralytic man, Aeneas, and the raising of Dorcas from the dead) and  
Acts 10 (The ministry to the Gentile Centurion, Cornelius, and his family)  
and Acts 12 (Where he is cast into and miraculously delivered from prison) 
and finally Acts 15 (where he serves as the prime spokesman at the Great 
Jerusalem Council declaring once and for all that Gentiles Believers are to 
be viewed as full members of the Church of Jesus Christ). 

 
Here’s now a final and most important thing we can say about  
Peter and John.   
 
It’s our ... 
 

 
 
 



 

SERIES KEY CONCEPT ... 
 

The Holy Spirit used Peter and John’s unique EXPERIENCES with Christ and 
their unique INVOLVEMENTS in Christian Ministry to speak  
to the BODY of Christ in unique and compelling WAYS. 

 
Through them He PASSED on to us the very heart of ... 

 
“THE APOSTOLIC WAY.” 

- The way of life LIVED and TAUGHT by the Apostles of Christ themselves – 
 

 
Two Key Statements Set the Tone for this extended study that will  
take us through First and Second Peter and First John ...  

 
First from the pen of the Apostle Peter ... 
 

“We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power  
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His Majesty. 

 For He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice  
came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying,  

 
‘This is my Son, whom I love: with Him I am well pleased’.  

 
We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven  

when we were with Him on the sacred mountain.” 
(2 Peter 1:16-18) 

 
Peter was one of only three men who possessed that kind of first-hand 
information. He and James and John were the only ones who saw Jesus  
in His Divine Glory and who heard the Father’s personal affirmation and 
commendation of Him as the Beloved Son of God that He was. 
 
That moment, all by itself, authenticated Peter’s ministry and uniquely 
qualified him to articulate and pass along the essence of ... 
 

“The Apostolic Way”. 
 

The Second Key Statement comes from the pen of the Apostle John ... 
 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen  
with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched –  

this we proclaim concerning the Word of Life. 
 



The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you  
the Eternal Life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 

 

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard,  
so that you also may have fellowship with us.” 

(1 John 1:1-4) 
 

John, as, no doubt, the last of ‘The Three’, writes to a world in which he is 
possibly the only man alive who actually ever saw Jesus in the flesh and 
received His Teachings directly. 
 

As the last of the Apostles, John was the only one left who not only could 
articulate but who could still demonstrate ‘The Apostolic Way’ in the  
midst of this fallen world. 
 

We are going to have a great time studying three of the New Testament 
Letters that bear their names ... First and Second Peter and First John. They 
come one right after the other and even added together they are smaller 
than Paul’s lengthy Letter to the Romans. 
 

They were letters written to the Church at large; they are letters to which we 
must (as Peter said in 2 Peter 1:19) ... 
 

“Take heed as to a light shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our hearts”. 

 
 I trust that there will be many ‘AHA Moments’ this year when ‘The Light goes 
on’ and our understanding of the Christian Life increases and the ‘Life of 
Christ’ becomes even more evident within us. 
 

Know for sure that it will be the ‘Apostolic Way’ that we will be discovering 
and following – the very way the Apostles themselves lived and taught. 
 

 
Here then is the Final Thot of this introductory message ... 

 
Final Thot ... 

 

The Apostolic Way is the WAY the Spirit leads all who would  
FOLLOW after Christ as members of His CHURCH. 

 

Let’s IMMERSE ourselves in it this NEW YEAR! 

 


