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“SHAKING IN MY BOOTS!” 
(1 Peter 1:17-21) 

 
 
 

Intro ... “Shaking In My Boots” ... that’s the title of today’s message  
and it’s primarily designed to grab our attention.  
 
It’s suggested by Today’s Key Scripture ... 

 
 

TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURE ... 
 

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially,  
live out your time as foreigners here in reverent fear. 

 

 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold 
that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down 

 to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood 
 of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 

 

 He was chosen before the creation of the world, 
 but was revealed in these last times for your sake.  

 

Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead  
and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 

(1 Peter 1:17-21) 
 

 
What an incredible amount of truth Peter packs into those five verses.  
 
All of it is designed to create a particular ‘Life Attitude’ or ‘Orientation’  
within us. 
 
Let me warn you right up front – It’s an attitude that not many professing 
Followers of Christ possess – let alone practice. 
 
It’s identified in ...  
 
 

 
 



 

TODAY’S KEY DIRECTIVE ... 
 

“LIVE ... IN REVERENT FEAR!” 
(1 Peter 1:17) 

 
Key Greek Word: ‘PHOBOS’ 

 

Key New Testament Examples: 
 

Shepherds and the ANGELS – ‘were terrified’ – Luke 2:9 
 

Early BELIEVERS – ‘everyone was filled with awe’ – Acts 2:43 
 

Key New Testament Definition: 
‘An overwhelming almost paralyzing sense of AWE’ 

 
Peter’s talking about the kind of thing that could ... 
 

‘STOP you dead in your TRACKS!’ 
 

 
And so we come to today’s most logical key question ... 

 
 

TODAY’S KEY QUESTION ... 
 

What in the WORLD would cause me to LIVE that WAY? 
 

What could CREATE such a SENSE of AWE in me? 
 

 
FOUR ‘AWE-CREATING’ REALITIES IN THIS BRIEF PASSAGE ... 

 
1. EVERY BELIEVER’S WORK WILL BE IMPARTIALLY JUDGED  

BY GOD HIMSELF – That should be awe-creating! 
 

“Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially ...” 
 

Here Peter uses the Greek word: ‘Krino’ which contains the idea of 
condemnation.  
 

Peter pictures the Heavenly Father upon whom we call when we pray as  
the Judge of all the Universe. There is coming a day when His eyes will gaze 
upon our lives and will evaluate all that we have done as Followers of Christ.  
This is not the ‘Heaven or Hell Judgement’ that all unbelievers will face , 



rather this is the ‘Judgment of Works’ that all born-again believers face.  
 

Eternal life is a gift – Eternal rewards are not – God’s ‘Well-Done’ does not 
come to all. 
 

God holds His Children to a high standard for after all He has provided  
for them “Everything they need for life and godliness” (as Peter himself  
will say in his Second Letter). Therefore, the Father expects to see some  
earthly success in His Born-Again Sons and Daughters.  

 
This is no small deal – the Father’s Evaluation has serious consequences. 
Sometimes the negative side of the Father’s Judgement/Discipline even 
breaks into this life – Peter saw that first-hand. 

 

Acts 5:5 ... “Great fear (phobos) seized all who heard ...” 
Acts 5:11... “Great fear (phobos) seized the whole church ...” 

 

Read the story (Acts 4:36-Acts 5:11) ... 
 

Ananias ‘lied to God’ and God struck him down. 
Ananias’ wife Sapphira lied as well and God struck her down. 

 
The Apostle John in the First Letter that bears his name (a letter that we will 
eventually get to) writes quite bluntly that ... 
 

“There is a sin that leads to death.” 
(1 John 5:16) 

 
Ananias and his wife committed such a sin and I’m sure that they have not 
been the last to do so. Theirs, however, has been recorded in the Scripture 
for all to see and hopefully learn from. 
 
The good news Peter is sharing here is that God judges each of us impartially  

and thus absolutely fairly. We won’t be compared to anyone else. 
 

The bad news Peter is sharing here is that God judges each of us impartially  
and thus absolutely fairly. We won’t be compared to anyone else. 

 

There is no way we can ‘fool the judge’ or ‘skirt the system’. Christ-Honoring 
Work will be noted and rewarded –  Fleshly accomplishments will be 
disregarded and discarded. 

 

It’s not a bad idea to live with a bit of ‘Boot-Shaking Awe’ at the prospect. 
 
And now Peter goes on to explain why it is that the Father upon whom  



we call with our prayers and petitions does in fact evaluate our lives so 
thoroughly and impartially.   
 

It’s because ... 
 

2. EVERY BELIEVER HAS BEEN REDEEMED – That should be awe-creating! 
 

‘You were redeemed ...” 
 

This is indeed an ‘awesome’ truth ... The word translated ‘redeemed’ here 
means to be bought back from enslavement – from bondage of some sort. 
And no coin of this earth would ever be appropriate for the purchase – 
there’s not enough gold and silver in all the world to buy back even one of 
us. That’s why Peter says it was not done with such perishable things as those. 
 

So the bad news here is that all mankind is in bondage to sin and self and  
to the ‘pattern of thinking’ that characterizes this fallen world and even to  
the deceptions and the manipulations of the devil himself.  
This is a bondage from which no man can break free.  
No amount of our own efforts to ‘be good’ can win us our freedom! 
 

However, the good news here is that we who believe in Christ have been 
‘redeemed – released’ from that bondage to sin and self. Peter has already 
told us that we have been given ‘new birth into a living hope.’ (vs. 3) 
 

The old Gospel Song says:  
 

“Redeemed ... How I love to proclaim it!” 
 

There’s a kind of ‘Boot-Shaking, Chill-Producing Awe’ that that reality  
ought to generate within us! 

 
Now let’s up the Redemption ‘Awe-Factor’ another notch ... 
 

3. EVERY BELIEVER HAS BEEN REDEEMED FROM AN  
EMPTY WAY OF LIFE – That should be awe-creating! 

 

“you were redeemed from the empty way of life  
handed down to you from your ancestors ...” 

 

A good percentage of the people Peter was talking to were Jews. 
Here he tells them that the way of life that had been followed by the Jews  
for centuries and that had been handed down to them in their day could 
now be seen as and understood to be the empty thing that it was – no 
lasting forgiveness to be found in it, no ‘salvation of soul’ able to be 
provided.  
Peter says to them (in effect) ... 



 

‘You have been redeemed from that life that can now be seen to be so empty’. 
 

There was also a certain percentage of Gentiles in their midst because  
later in chapter four Peter will write ... 

 

“You have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do” 
 

and then he enumerates a list of things that good Jewish people  
would not be caught dead doing. (1Peter 4:3) 

 
However, the awesome thing here is that all of them (Jew and Gentile) had 
been redeemed from that ‘empty way of life’ – that life that was absolutely 
‘empty of redemption’ – ‘empty of forgiveness’ – ‘empty of any future hope’- 
‘empty of any possibility of holiness or of any God-Pleasing Christ-Likeness’.  
 

They had, in fact, been so ‘redeemed’ that Peter says that they were living in 
this fallen world like ‘foreigners’ ... strangers in the land of their physical birth.  
 

Obviously, those who are still ‘native born only’ considered them (consider us) 
to be most ‘foreign’ and the fact that they do, served to reinforce to them 
(and to us today) the fact that a ‘new birth’ had indeed been given. 
 

In this day and age, we American Christians are going to be seen and are 
going to feel more and more like ‘foreigners’ in this county all the time. 

 

The bad news here is that each of us has a history –  
our own experience with the ‘emptiness of life’.  

 

The good news here is that our history doesn’t have to  
determine our destiny.  

 
Here now is the Fourth and Final ‘Awe-Creating’ Reality that Peter identifies in 
this passage – it takes the ‘Redemption Awe-Factor’ to the highest notch ... 
 

4. EVERY BELIEVER HAS BEEN REDEEMED BY THE PRECIOUS  
BLOOD OF CHRIST – That should be awe-creating! 

 

“... it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that  
you were redeemed ... but with the precious blood of Christ ...” 

 

* This was planned long eons ago ... 
Peter points out that Christ was actually chosen for this  

Redemptive Task ‘Before the Creation of the world’.  
(Pretty Awesome when you think about it.) 

 
* This was revealed in our lifetime ... 



They were actually living in the day when the Son of God  
came to earth and shed that ‘precious redeeming blood’. 

We still live in ‘that day’ – in ‘these last times’. 
(Pretty Awesome to think about that.)  

 
* He was raised from the dead and glorified ... 

(What could be more Awesome than that – It’s the heart of our faith.) 
 

* Our faith and hope in God have come to us through Him... 
Remember how Peter put it? (1 Peter 1:8) 

“Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not  
see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.” 

(And he certainly could have said ‘With an almost paralyzing sense of awe’.) 
 

The bad news here is that silver and gold cannot purchase our freedom. 
The good news here is that the precious blood of Jesus Christ can. 

 
And so the old Gospel Song continues ... 

 

“Redeemed how I love to proclaim it; Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. 
Redeemed through His infinite mercy; His Child and forever I am!” 

 
And being redeemed means we now belong to the ONE who has redeemed 
us – It only makes sense that He is watching and evaluating. 

 

Here’s a suggested stanza to that old Gospel Song by means of which, 
 I would seek to express the thoughts of this day ... 
 

“Redeemed how I tremble to say it; What awe it now stirs in my soul. 
The Father in heaven is watching to see if I’m being made whole.” 

 
 

 

Final Thot ... 
 

BELIEVERS who remember from WHAT and by WHAT they have  
been redeemed and by WHOM they will one day be JUDGED 

will never fall victim to CASUALNESS or COMPLACENCY. 
 

They will be ... 
 

 “WORKING out their salvation with FEAR ‘(phobos’) and trembling.” 
(Philippians 2:12) 

 

 


