
Pastor Mark Mikels                   -                  April 30, 2017 
“THE APOSTOLIC WAY” 

‘SUBMIT – SUBMIT – SUBMIT!’ 
- To Those Who Govern You - 

(1 Peter 2:11-12) 
 

 
Intro ... Lots to cover today ... five entire verses! Let’s look at the Key 
Scripture -  the one that will be ‘Key’ not only for today’s message  
but for the next two as well. 

 
 

TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURE ... 
 

“SUBMIT yourselves for the Lord’s SAKE ...” 
(1 Peter 2:13) 

 

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s Sake ...”  By the time we come to the end of the  
third message in this little sermon trilogy, I hope that we will each confess that it’s  
also for ‘our own sake’ that we submit. I hope that we will be completely  
convinced that things work out much better for us when we do! 
 
How about a definition? Here’s one I would suggest ... 
 

SUBMISSION:  WILLFULLY yielding one’s personal PREFERENCE 
 
Sounds a lot like Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane: 
 

“Nevertheless, not my will (what I want, what I would prefer)  
but Your Will be done.” 

 
Submission – it’s not one of our favorite things to do, in fact our fallen human nature 
absolutely abhors it. Our natural fallen flesh, our old nature, is characterized by a  
spirit of ‘Independence’ – it willingly submits to nothing! 
 
Something quite drastic has to happen to man for him to become a truly  
‘submitted being’. 

 

 
Consider with me now Today’s Key Concept which is the Key Concept for 
all three of the messages in this little trilogy ... 
 
 
 
 



 
TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT ... 

 

God directs His Children to live LIVES of SUBMISSION 
It’s an undeniable EVIDENCE of NEW LIFE! 

(however) 
Only ‘Pneuma-Led’ believers can do so CONSISTENTLY. 

 

 
There we have it ... Our Heavenly Father desires that we put to death that 
‘Spirit of Independence’ and embrace a ‘Life of Submission’ - Such a life 
pleases Him and demonstrates our allegiance to Him.  
 
However, because the fallen nature is still with us and that ‘Independent 
Spirit’ feels so natural to us, only those who are ‘Under the control’ of God’s 
Holy Spirit can do it consistently – or even want to.  
 

I have no doubt that each of us will sense some inner resistance as we 
proceed through this passage. 
 
Just recognize where that ‘resistance’ is coming from and ‘grab ahold of  
Pneuma’s hand’ a little more strongly when you feel it. 
 
Peter identifies ‘Three Arenas of LIfe’ in which such ‘submission’ is to be 
displayed. Three arenas in which this ‘Battle with the Flesh’ must be fought. 

 
Today we will look at the First ... 
 

 

THE ARENA OF HUMAN GOVERNMENT ... 
 

“Submit yourselves to every authority instituted among men ...” 
(1Peter 2:13) 

 
The King James Version translates it: “Every ordinance of man” 

The Revised Standard Version, the Philipps Translation and the New English Bible  
all use the phrase: “Every human institution” 

 
The New International Version has chosen: “Every authority instituted among men” 

Pretty much covers the bases, doesn’t it? 
 

Simply put (Mikels’ version) ...   

“Whatever human social organization you are part of,  
abide by the rules that have been laid down.” 



Here’s the fuller passage: 
 

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority 
instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme 

authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those  
who do wrong and to commend those who do right.  

 

For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk  
of foolish men. Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a  

cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 
 

Show proper respect to everyone (in authority): 
 Love the brotherhood of believers, 

 fear God, honor the king. 
 

Several Key Questions (And Answers) Arise From That Passage ... 
 
 

1. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF HUMAN GOVERNMENT? 
 

* To PUNISH those who do WRONG 
 

* To COMMEND those who do RIGHT 
 
The leaders of any organization, the rules of any human institution, ultimately the 
‘government of the land in which one lives’ have come into being or been put  
in place for the purpose of ‘Preserving and Promoting’ the organization. 
 

Therefore they ‘punish’ (reprimand or eliminate) those who threaten their organization  
or nation and they ‘commend’ (applaud and elevate) those who enhance their 
organization or nation. 
 

 
Now that is exactly what Peter said in verse 14. 
 

Some do it more aggressively or more faithfully than others.  
 
However, that is the purpose of Human Government and Human Governors 
and God says that we are to ‘Submit Ourselves’ to that purpose and process. 
 
Already feeling some ‘stirrings of resistance’? 
 
This next question is probably the one that is ‘front and center’ ... 
 
 
 

 



 

2. WHY ARE WE TO DISPLAY SUBMISSION IN THE GOVERNMENT ARENA? 
 

 Especially in a ‘fallen world’ ... especially when ‘fallen men and women’ are  
the ones ‘running the show’... especially when we have such better ideas  
and such better values than they ...  
 

Why indeed are we to submit ourselves to them? 
 

* Because it fulfills GOD’S WILL 
“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake ...”  

 
In other words ...  
 

‘God is going to get something out of this submission of ours.’ 
 

Now that ought to be ‘reason enough’ but Peter goes on to point out 
the specific thing that he has in mind – the thing that God (and we) 

‘get out of’ such submission on our part ... 
 
 

* Because it will SILENCE the IGNORANT talk of foolish men 
 

“It is God’s Will that by doing good (displaying a submissive spirit)  
you will silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.” 

 
So what kind of ‘ignorant or uninformed talk’ is Peter ‘talking about’? 
Well, certainly talk that says ... 
 

“These people are a threat to us –  
these people are seeking to destroy us and our fine organization.” 

 
Some of that kind of ‘talk’ is circulating in our country right now ... 
  

“These Christians are ‘hateful people’ – these Christians believe that certain people 
should be eliminated from society – These Christians are exclusionists and would  

seek to close our doors and our borders to anyone but others like them.  
These Christians are a threat to our country and to our way of life.” 

 
Now that is ‘Ignorant’ talk, isn’t it? 
 

Peter says that our lives – not our words – can ‘silence such talk’ and having such talk 
silenced will help ‘Fulfill the Will of God’ which we know is to ‘win the lost of this world.’  
 

And we know that we do that best by exalting the Person and Work of Jesus Christ, not 
our own selves and our own notions. 
 

 
Now that’s exactly what Peter said in verse 15. 



Here now is Question Three ... A question that Peter doesn’t ask or answer but 
that, for practical purposes, we must ... 

 
 

3. WHEN DO WE ENTER THE ARENA OF HUMAN GOVERNMENT? 
 

In other words, when is this ‘Spirit of Submission’ to be displayed? 
 

* Whenever we ENTER a government BUILDING 
 

The building is a tangible expression of the organization – when we enter its doors,  
we are entering the realm where ‘our will’ is not the most important thing ...  

 

We are entering a realm where the organization and the needs and directives  
of the organization are really all that matter. So as soon as we enter in,  

we should willingly submit ourselves to the procedures of the place. 
 
 

* Whenever we ENCOUNTER a government OFFICIAL 
 

The person we encounter (no doubt wearing an official organizational  
nametag or position title) is the ‘fleshed-out’ expression of the organization. 

This person is the one to whom our ‘Submissive Spirit’ is to be displayed and 
by whom that ‘Spirit’ is hopefully detected and appreciated. 

 
The last thing we ever want an official of the government or of any organization  

that we deal with to say is: “Oh no, not another one of you people.” 
 

God would rather we live in such a way that they say things like: 
 

“So nice to do business with you.” 
“Good to see you again.” 

 
They themselves then can serve the purpose of ‘silencing the ignorant talk’  

of any of their uninformed co-workers concerning us. May it be so! 
 

Here’s perhaps the most ‘soul-searching’ answer of all to this question ... 
When do we enter the arena of human government? 

 
* Whenever we EXPRESS a government OPINION 

 
Whenever we open our mouths to speak (or post a Facebook comment)   
about the government (the organization or the business in question) or the  

people who work there, we enter into the realm where  
a ‘Spirit of Submission’ is to be on display. 

 
 

 



 
When it comes to ‘Things of the Spirit’ ...  
When it comes to the things that involve the ‘Will of God’ there is ‘no time off.’ 

 
There is no ‘What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas’ or ‘What I say  

behind closed doors is my own business’ kind of mentality. 
 

The realm in which we are to display a submissive spirit to ‘the powers that be’ 
actually is everywhere ... even and perhaps ultimately ‘in my thoughts.’ 

 
 

So now ... if you are still with me. 
 
If you haven’t by now written this message off as one of Pastor Mark’s  
(and perhaps Peter’s as well) relatively rare misses, then this next question is  
no doubt screaming for an answer ... 
 

 

4. HOW CAN WE PULL IT OFF? 
 

How indeed ... for I know that I must admit (as I’m sure most if not all of us must) that  
this ‘Submission to Human Government’ is not a big success story for us. Our track 
record is not all that impressive and yet this directive from God has ‘Been on the books’ 
for nearly 2,000 years. 
 
Peter closes our passage of the day (verse 17) with some very specific answers: 
 

“Live as servants (literally slaves) of God. 
Show proper respect to everyone (in authority): 

 Love the brotherhood of believers, 
 fear God, honor the king. 

 
Well, there we have it – Peter’s multi-part answer to the question. 

 
* SUBMIT ourselves ENTIRELY to God – Specifically to the SPIRIT 

 

Did you find yourself reaching for Pneuma’s hand  
as we plodded along this morning?  

 

These things are pretty contrary to our natural tendencies, aren’t they?  
Submission to fallen human-designed and fallen human-run government  

seems almost counter productive, doesn’t it?  
 

Nevertheless, Peter says: Submit to the Spirit’s Direction and Guidance entirely. 
It makes all the difference. 

 
 



 

* Properly RESPECT everyone – Love the BROTHERHOOD 
 

All these people with whom we deal (in addition of being representatives of  
the human institution that we are to respect) are men and women who bear  
the very ‘Image of God’ (however faded) and are for that reason alone  

‘worthy of our respect’. Some of them (whether we know it or not) are 
our ‘Brothers and Sisters in Christ’ and thus deserving of our love. 

 
* HONOR the king whom God has allowed to RULE over you. 

 

And that’s the point isn’t it – this man/this person sits in the seat of authority  
because God has allowed, if not directly caused it and  

who are we to challenge God?  
 

“Fear God” – acknowledge His Wisdom and Control of all things –  
and for that reason, properly honor the ones that God has allowed  

to have some say over your life, in whatever capacity that is. 
 

 
And now for a most ‘soul-searching’ final thot ... 

 
Final Thot ...   

One’s ATTITUDE toward HUMAN AUTHORITY 
tends to reveal one’s ATTITUDE toward GOD. 

 
We would never want someone to comment “You don’t trust God very much,  

do you?” as a result of them seeing and hearing the way we act and  
speak regarding ‘Human Government,’ would we? 

 
The truth is ... once we truly ‘Submit to God’ we will have no trouble 

‘Submitting ourselves to Human Government and Human Governors.’ 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 


