
Pastor Mark Mikels            -          September 10, 2017 
“THE APOSTOLIC WAY” 
 “A GLORIOUS GREETING!” 

(2 Peter 1:1-2) 
 

Intro ... Today we transition from First Peter to Second Peter. 
Peter’s second letter to the churches was written, most Biblical Scholars 
believe, only a year or so after his first.  
 
The Second has a much more general target than does the first.  
The first was written to a specific group of churches that Peter mentions  
by name and then was distributed throughout the broader Christian 
Community -  the second was written directly to that broader Community.  
 
This Second letter of Peter’s, just like Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy, 
comes as the writer senses his life will soon be over. Vital things will  
be discussed as we work our way through it ... things that Peter  
would say we must absolutely be sure of.  

 
Today I would focus your attention upon the first two verses of chapter  
one ... upon what I have called “A GLORIOUS GREETING.” 

 
 

TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURE ... 2 Peter 1:1-2 
 

Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those  
who through the RIGHTEOUSNESS of our God and Savior  
Jesus Christ have received a FAITH as PRECIOUS as ours: 

 

GRACE and PEACE be yours in abundance  
through the KNOWLEDGE of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

 

 
Notice first of all ... 

 
 

PETER’S APOSTOLIC RECOGNITION ... 
 

- Four things upon which Peter put, as it were,  
his Apostolic ‘Stamp of Approval – things that he  

would have his readers acknowledge as absolutely true – 
 

 



* You have received a PRECIOUS FAITH – a saving faith. 
 

Here’s the big burly fisherman using that tender term that we saw him use 
in his first letter. Peter has been deeply touched – profoundly affected by 
the things about which he writes.  

 
Peter is writing to born-again believers. This is not a letter directed toward 
the unbeliever but rather one directed to those of us who have, in fact, 
received the truth – the precious truth – concerning Jesus Christ. It’s written 
to those who are ‘in the faith’ ... to those who have been born-again 
through ‘faith’ in Jesus Christ. 
 
So, are you a proper reader of this letter? Have you, in fact, ‘received 
 the faith’ – have you entrusted yourself and your eternal destiny to Jesus?  
 
Remember how the Apostle John put it in the Gospel that  
bears his name (John 1:12) ... 

 

“But as many as received him, to them he gave  
the power to become children of God.” 

 
You see, to ‘receive Him (Jesus) is to ‘receive the faith’ - the saving faith 
itself. Peter says that if you have, then you possess a most ‘precious thing’ – 
the most precious thing! 
 
Now here’s a second thing to which Peter gives Apostolic Recognition: 
 

* You share that faith with the APOSTLES themselves. 
 

There’s only one ‘faith’ ... all who have received it share it together. 
We who trust in Christ today share in the same ‘Faith’ as did Peter  
and John and all the other Apostles.  
 
There is no hierarchy when it comes to ‘The Faith’ ... only tragedy has 
come when the Church through the years has elevated some believers 
over others - when Priests and Bishops and even Popes have been viewed 
as somehow more ‘spiritual’ and thus more ‘valuable’ than others.  
 
All born-again believers in Jesus Christ share in this precious saving faith 
together – all are companioned by the Spirit, all are destined for heaven, 
all can hear the ‘Well Done’ of their Heavenly Father’s voice and feel the 
welcoming embrace of their Heavenly Father’s arms. 



All of us can stand in the same receiving line as the Apostles, themselves.  
 
To use Peter’s term ...  
 

‘How precious (how highly valued a thing –  
how deeply moving a thing) is that?’ 

 
Here’s now a third thing receiving His Apostolic Recognition ... 

 
* That faith comes through the RIGHTEOUSNESS of Jesus himself.  

 
Jesus can save us because Jesus lived a ‘perfect life’ for us ...  
 
Remember how Peter put it in his first letter (1 Peter 2: 22-24) ... 

 

“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. 
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered,  
he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins  
and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” 

 
Already in Peter’s day there was an effort being made to re-introduce 
‘works’ (the works of men) into the salvation process. 
 

Peter points out clearly that the only ‘Work’ that has anything to do with 
the salvation of man is the ‘Righteous Work’ of Jesus Himself. 
 
Jesus lived the perfect life and he took our sins upon himself when he died 
on the cross. By His Wounds (and not by any of our own deeds) have we been 
healed from the curse of sin. 
 

This was the great ‘Re-Discovery’ that Martin Luther made some 500 years 
ago ... that salvation – that qualifying righteousness – came through faith 
in Christ alone not through deeds of man. 
 

Salvation cannot be earned or bought; salvation certainly cannot  
be granted by some institution of men.  
 

Saving faith comes through the Righteousness of Jesus Christ! 
To that fact, Peter gives Apostolic Recognition. 
 

And now a fourth and final thing receiving Apostolic Recognition  
in this brief two verse greeting ... something that the Apostle himself  
had taken years to recognize ... 



* Jesus is both GOD and SAVIOR 
 

This is, of course, profound ... There is no doubt that this is exactly what Peter 
meant by the Greek construction that this letter employed ... 
 

The one article in Greek, ‘Our’ followed by two nouns ‘God’ and ‘Savior’ 
signifies that but one person is being identified. In this phrase, Peter is giving 
Apostolic Recognition to the fact that Jesus Christ is God. 
 
Reminds us of the day Jesus asked the disciples:  
 

“Who do you say that I am?”  
 

and Peter blurted out (Matthew 16:18) ... 
 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
 
That, Jesus said, was the ‘Rock-Like Truth’ upon which His Church would be 
built ... that is the audacious truth that separates us, Christians, from all the 
religions of men ...  
 

We declare, we have always declared, from Apostolic days we have 
declared that ...  
 

“Jesus Christ is Divine – is both God and Savior.” 
 

Peter wanted to make sure that the readers of his letter knew that! 
 

Are we sure of that – that Jesus Christ is Divine ... is fully and wholly God? 
It’s fundamental to our faith ... It’s the thing the ‘Enemy of our Faith’  
has attacked and will attack more than anything else. 
 

So those are four incredibly important things to which Peter gives what I am 
calling this morning: APOSTOLIC RECOGNITION. I want us to ‘recognize 
them’ this morning as fundamental components of ‘THE APOSTOLIC WAY.’ 

 
Notice now this morning ...  

 
 

PETER’S APOSTOLIC BLESSING ... 
 

I want you to have an ABUNDANCE of GRACE and PEACE. 
 

“Grace and peace be yours in abundance” 
(verse 2a) 

 

 
The old King James Version of the Bible says: 



 

“Grace and peace be multiplied to you ...” 
 

You see, there is always ‘More Grace’ available than we have at any 
point in our lives availed ourselves of ...  
 

More spiritual power to minister 
More spiritual power to endure 

More spiritual power to perceive and receive spiritual truth. 
 

The Apostle Paul thought that he had reached the limits of grace when  
he pleaded with the Lord Jesus to remove a vexing situation from him  
and His Lord responded by saying basically (2 Corinthians 12:9)... 

 

‘Paul, you haven’t even begun to tap the limits of my grace. 
My grace is sufficient for this situation – trust me for it. 

Allow me to ‘multiply grace’ in your life.’ 
 

Paul yielded the situation to the Lord and found himself even rejoicing in it 
and the new sense of peace that came with it. 
 
Grace and Peace ...  
They go together like peanut butter and jelly! 
 

Supernatural Power to live a God-Honoring Life and conduct People-
Focused Ministry and Supernatural Tranquility of heart in the midst of all 
that such living and ministering might bring. 
 
Down through the years from the Apostles themselves come this blessing ... 
That Grace and Peace might be experienced by all those who belong  
to the Savior. 

 
And now notice as we come to a close this morning ... 

 
 

PETER’S APOSTOLIC EXPLANATION ... 
 

GRACE and PEACE come to those who 
KNOW the Father and Son well. 

 

“Grace and peace be yours in abundance  
through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” 

(verse 2b) 
 

 

Here Peter uses that special Greek word for knowledge ‘epignosis’  



which means ‘intimate’ knowledge – ‘experiential’ knowledge –  
‘personal’ knowledge. 
 
This is more than ‘knowledge about’ – more than something academic  
or merely theological. 
 
This is ‘knowledge of’ – brought to us by ‘Holy Spirit’ Himself. 
This is the ‘knowledge’ that is accompanied by Grace and Peace. 
 
This is the “Be still and know that I am (your) God” kind of knowledge. 

(Psalm 46:10) 
 
This is the “I will trust and not be afraid, what can men do unto me” kind of 
knowledge (Psalm 56:11). 
 
This is the ‘I want to know Christ and the power of His Resurrection’ kind of 
knowledge (Philippians 3:10). 
 
This is the ‘no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has ever conceived but 
revealed to us by His Spirit’ kind of knowledge (2 Corinthians 2:9). 
 
This, as Peter will go on to powerfully declared later in this letter, is what he 
called the ‘prophetic word made even more sure’ kind of knowledge (2 Peter 1:19). 
 
This knowledge is found in the Written Word of God, illuminated and 
deposited in our hearts and minds by God’s Most Holy Spirit,  
‘Pneuma’ Himself.  It’s available to us all. 
 
Peter will say to us later in chapter one: “You do well to pay attention to it.”  
Indeed, Grace and Peace come through it! 
 
There are great riches awaiting us in this passionately written epistle.  
Allow me now to remind us all as we close this introductory message. 

 
Final Thot ... 

 

Sharing the Apostolic FAITH and walking on the 
Apostolic WAY is the CALLING of every Born-Again Believer. 

 

 


