
Pastor Mark Mikels           -           September 13, 2020 
"DEPLOYING HOPE IN THE REALITIES OF LIFE" 

"THE DEVIL WILL BE REMOVED FOREVER" 
(Revelation 20:10) 

 
 

Intro ... "Deploying Hope in the Realities of life" ... that's what this series 
of messages is about ... Our format is the same each week. 
 

 
MY HOPE DISCOVERED ... (Make these personal - "My") 

 
And the DEVIL ... was thrown into the LAKE of FIRE  

where the beast and the false prophet are.  
They will be tormented ... FOREVER." 

(Revelation 20:10) 
 
 
 
 

MY HOPE DEFINED ... (Put it into 'expectant' form.) 
 

There is coming a day when SATAN himself will be CAST  
into the LAKE of FIRE. He will be forever REMOVED  

from the WORLD of MEN! 
 
 
 
 

MY HOPE DEPLOYED ... (Release this 'Hope' into your life) 
 

Since my HOPE is that Satan will one day be completely REMOVED 
from the WORLD of MEN, I will do everything I can  

to REMOVE his INFLUENCE from my LIFE right now. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



TWO KEY NECESSITIES FOR A SUCCESSFUL HOPE DEPLOYMENT ... 
 
 

1. We must understand his SCHEMES - the WAY he OPERATES. 
 

Satan has been given great liberty to roam about on the earth and to 
carry out his 'Agenda of Rebellion ... He seeks to turn man against God 
and as a result turn man against man. Creating chaos in God's created 
order is his desire. He serves as a 'Test Agent' for the People of God and 
many there are who 'Fail the Test' and they fall under His Influence and 
experience much misery in their lives. 
 
So how does he operate? How does he seek to 'Influence' (and even 
control) mankind? 
 

* He misrepresents and manipulates GOD'S WORD. 
"Did God really say ..." (Eve) - Genesis 3:1 

 
"Did God really say that you cannot eat of any  

of the trees of the Garden?" 
 

He misrepresents the word of God - He makes it appear that God is  
saying something other than what He has said - Something that  

would stir a spirit of rebellion within man. 
 

Current Example:  
 
"Did God really say that you can never experience Sexual Pleasure with 
someone?" "No" you answer: "He only said that such intimacies should 

be experienced within the security of a marriage commitment." 
 

"Ah", he responds back. "That's because God knows that a sexual 
relationship is normal and natural and that He would deprive you  

of that experience. Two consenting human beings who care  
about each other is all that is required." 

 
Professing Christians by the millions have accepted the logic of that 

argument and violated Biblical Principles and grieved God and 
damaged their relationship with Him as well as with one another. 

 
 



"If you are the Son of God ..." (Jesus) - Luke 4: 3,9 
 

Satan loves to find some 'promise' in the Scripture and tell us  
to 'claim it' or 'prove it' ... to demonstrate the 'power of faith.' 
He loves to manipulate the Scripture for his own purposes. 

To Basically: 'Put God to the Test' 
 

Jesus didn't fall victim to that thinking and we mustn't either. 
 
 

* He challenges God's REVEALED PLANS. 
 

"Peter took him (Jesus) aside and began to rebuke him saying:  
"This (crucifixion) shall never happen to you." 

Jesus turned and said to Peter: "Get Behind me, Satan." - Matt. 16:22-23 
 

Satan revels in showing people the 'inadequacy'  
of God's Plans for their lives. 

 
He especially challenges anything that might  

bring us stress or difficulty; anything that might  
cause us to stick out or seem different. 

 
'Surely, God would not want you to be unhappy or in any way  

unfulfilled," he says. 
 

He has gotten even born-again Christians to just lay big chunks  
of the Bible aside in favor of their own ideas and desires. 

 
* He afflicts GOD'S PEOPLE when permitted. 

 
"The Lord said to Satan, 'very well then, he (Job) is in your hands, ... 

So, Satan afflicted Job with painful sores ..." - Job 2:6-7 
 

"There was given to me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan,  
to torment me." - 2 Corinthians 12:7 

 
This I believe is rare though it's recorded in the Scripture  
and so, I mention it. 
 

There is the possibility whenever a believer is experiencing great 
physical distress that God is allowing Satan to 'test them' and  
God is giving them an opportunity to 'Come forth as Gold'  
even as Job and the Apostle Paul did. 



If that is your case today, see yourself as one of God's Champions and 
maintain your faith even as you endure the difficulty. 

 
* He blatantly LIES and leads others to LIE. 

"... there is no truth in him. When he lies he speaks his native language,  
for he is a liar and the father of lies." - John 8:44 

 

"Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising ...  
if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness." - 2 Cor. 11:14-15 

 
We, of all people, should be sensitized to the prevalence of Untruth. 

We are bombarded by it every single day. 
 

Everything we hear these days seems to come with a pre-packaged 
'slant' to it ... Even if the truth is somewhere wrapped up in it,  

the person speaking is generally using that 'Truth' to lead  
to a conclusion that most likely is not completely true  

or trustworthy or God-Honoring. 
 

Satan is the Enemy of Truth ... Truth is a great danger to him. 
"Truth" always leads one back toward Christ Himself who is: 

"The Way, The Truth and the Life." 
 

Lies - Lies and more Lies are Satan's stock in trade. 
He fills men's mouths with them! 

 
* He preys upon the VULNERABLE 

"Your enemy, the devil prowls around like a roaring lion  
looking for someone to devour." - 1 Peter 5:8 

 
Those who have been weakened by life - Those who have gotten  

lax in their Christian Life - Those who have been tested and  
have been overcome ... 

 
These are the ones that the 'Lion' would find ready to be devoured -  

to be completely taken out of the game ...  
 

This is a condition in which we never want to find ourselves: 
"Ready to be Devoured." 

 
Obviously ... Understanding Satan's Schemes - Knowing the way he 
operates is not enough ... It's necessary that we do, but secondly ... 



2. We must understand our STRATEGIES - the WAY we OVERCOME. 
 
And the good news I share this morning is that there is a way to 
overcome and to actually 'Remove Satan's Influence from our lives.' 
 
 
A Three-Part Strategy ... It's a Package Deal and it works every time. 
 

* SUBMIT yourself to your HEAVENLY FATHER. 
"Submit yourself ... to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you." 

(James 4:7) 
 

In light of last week's message, I remind us:  "Rely Upon Worship" and 
the "Fellowship" with our Almighty God that it generates. 

 
Breathe in the Aroma of Heaven and allow it to fill your lungs. 

Leave no room for the smoke-filled air of this fallen world. 
Live with a 'Garden of Prayer' mindset ... 

 
At all times, in all situations picture yourself laying everything at your 

Father's Feet and believing that His Will is being worked out  
in all these things and that His Worked-Out Will  

is bringing something truly Good to you. 
 

Such a 'Spirit of Submission' causes Satan to turn tail and run  
and to abandon any plan he had of derailing you  

during your present difficulty. 
 

Such submission, all by itself, removes His Influence from you. 
Maintain such worship - Continually Trust Your Heavenly Father! 

Yield yourself to His Companioning Spirit each and every day. 
Satan will soon forget your address! 

 
Here's Part Two of this Satan-Squelching Strategy ... 

 
* Put on the whole ARMOR of GOD. 

"Put on the whole armor of God so you can take your stand  
against the devil's schemes." 

(Ephesians 6:11) 
 

The Armor of God is powerfully protective. 



The Helmet of Salvation, the Breastplate of Righteousness,  
The Belt of Truth, The Battle Shoes of the Gospel of Peace,  

The Shield of Faith, The Sword of the Spirit,  
The Com-Link of Prayer. 

 
Put it on and never take it off! 

Satan will take one look at you and go the other way. 
He cannot even begin to 'Influence' one who is so outfitted. 

 
Book Three of Nudges and Hugs assists you in understanding  

and employing each and every piece. 
 

 
Here's now Strategy Part Three ... 

 

*  Stand FIRM in the FAITH. 
 

"Resist him standing firm in the faith ... And the God of all Grace ...  
will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast." 

(1 Peter 5:9-10) 
 

That's Pneuma, your Earthly Companion, who performs such wonders 
in your life ...  

 
This is a promise to those of us that have 'left our guard down' and 
have experienced some advance of the enemy into our lives - some 

influence of the Devil beginning to affect our thinking  
or our behaving. 

 
Some 'Nudge from Pneuma' has awakened us to our need  

and has re-energized us to once again 'resist' and  
'take our stand' for God's Truth. 

 
This renewed 'resistance' will, of course, cause Satan to flee. 

 
The truth is ... As our Final Thot says ... 
 

Final Thot ... 
 

The Devil doesn't want a BATTLE ... He wants a MEAL. 
REFUSE to become LION LUNCH! 

 
 

 


