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Heritage by the River: A Monumental Glory relived. 

Dr Sanobar Haider* 

 

World Heritage Day is observed every year on April 18 to promote cultural heritage. Each year around 

the world, this day is celebrated  with different types of activities, including visits to monuments 

and heritage sites, conferences, round tables and newspaper articles. Each year has a theme for the 

celebrations. 

 

 

This year  we are faced with a global crisis in the form of Covid 19 and any kind of congregations 

seems to be a far away possibility. Nevertheless, the lockdown does not deter the spirit of heritage 

enthusiasts and historians and an online observance of the world heritage day continues. As we are the 

residents of the city which is renowned for some beautiful monuments ,I would like to mention some 

interesting facts about the Chattar Manzil which once served as the Palace complex for the royals of 

the Kingdom of Awadh.  

 

(Kothi Farhat Baksh During 2017-18) 



 

Standing tall on the banks of the river gomti, this majestic building was submitted to the agony and pain 

of ravage and destruction during the uprising of 1857.The monument has a tale to tell to the passers by 

which is history in itself. 

 

The Chattar Manzil houses the Farhat Baksh ,which was the original building in that complex. 

 

(Felice Beato- Bridge- of Boats over the gumti river near the chattar manzil) 

 

The Farhat Baksh (Giver of Delight) palace together with the adjacent building formed the principal 

residence of the Awadh sovereign from the time of Saadat Ali Khan till ,Wajid Ali Shah who built the 

Kaiser Bagh. 

 

The style of construction of this Palace is Pseudo Italian (according to Fergusson) like the style adopted 

at the  Constantia. However, European influence is not visible beyond the façade. There was often over 

ornamentation likethe gilt work and the dome on the Chattar Manzil. The beautiful building was built by 

Major General Clande Martin, a French National, credited with being a man of extra ordinary 

character,on the heavily wooded bank of the river Gomti. The place where the villa was built also 

housed around a lakh of trees, unimaginable in the present world. 

( 

Major General Claude Martin (1735-1800), Copper Medal) 



This was perhaps an extraordinary building of the 18thcentury,with its moat, draw bridge and roof 

kiosks, decorated with stucco swags. The draw bridge led up a few steps to ‘an elegant piazza,’  which 

led to an octagon room. From here other rooms led off and the apartment nearest the river led in turn to 

the great hall overlooking the river and the north bank of the Gomti. The most striking feature of this 

majestic edifice was the use of Gomti’s waters to cool the house. 

 

 A series of arches, built on piers in the river, supported the great mirrored room at first floor level giving 

a watery venetian feeling particularly when the Gomti rose during the monsoon. There were two 

basement storeys, one above the other set into the river bank. These contained extensive rooms, cool 

and damp even at the height of summer, as the river fell rapidly. Their open arches were hung with 

tatties kept constantly watered by servants. There were baths and fountains which sprinkled water 

against the windows and maintained a constant temperature inside. Here Martin would retire during the 

hottest months.  

 

(The Façade of Farhat Baksh Palace, Post Restoration) 

As the annual monsoon caused the gomti to rise Martin too would ascend from the lowest basement 

storey to the one directly below ground level, and in turn ,to the ground floor. Each year, as the waters 

started to fall, the underground rooms would be cleaned and redecorated, ready for the next season. 

Amazing and fanciful for the age almost two hundred years ago. The fact that the rooms were built to 

be cooled naturally by the river waters is the most noteworthy feature of this remarkable building. The 

upper storey rooms were used for recreation and rest, the attic is reported to house a museum and an 

observatory furnished with the best of astronomical instruments 

 

Palace halls were decorated with oil paintings, doors were provided with velvet and atlas curtains, 

Iranian rugs, chandeliers carved out of ‘Almas’, Sagaun wood furniture, mirrors of different shapes, muti 

coloured birds kept in cages of gold. Saadat Ali Khan made great additions and improvements to the 



palace. This building not only  was the residential accommodation but also well designed to adjust to 

the climate of Lucknow ,surrounded by beautiful arcades and adjoining room. 

 

 

(Farhat Baksh Palace, under Repairs) 

To meet the rigours of summer, Claude Martin had constructed, in the basement of his palace, a large 

hall. This hall was oval shaped with small chambers attached all round. The roofs of these rooms had 

beautiful paintings and were in Gothic style with rectangular designs. The entrance to the basement 

was from the river side and there was a stone on the top of the entrance with the name of Claude 

Martin and his birth place "Lyons" inscribed on it which nowhere exists on this day. 

 

At the top was an observatory which was furnished with the best astronomical instruments. William 

Herschel of the Royal Astronomical Society is said to have made the telescope used by Mratin for his 

astronomical studies. 

 

Soon the building caught the attention of the then Saadat Ali Khan II (1798-1814) who bought it from 

the General for an amount of Rs. 55,000/-.  

 

 
(Side View of Kothi Farhat Baksh, under Repairs) 



In the early 19th century, the greater Chattar Manzil was constructed next to the kothi Farhat baksh. 

This edifice which was built at a cost of several lakhs of rupees.It was supervised by European 

engineers and is a true example of Muslim, French and Italian style of architecture. Historically, the 

building was constructed during the reign of Nawab Sadat Ali Khan in the memory of his mother Chattar 

Kunwar, King Ghazi uddin Haider and finally met its completion during the regime of Nasir uddin 

Haider. 

 

(King Ghaziuddin Haider 1818-1827) 

 

The lesser Chattar Manzil or the Chattar Manzil Khurd built by Nasiruddin Haider had a big dome with a 

golden umbrella on its top.The Chota Chattar Manzil which is referred  to in the papers of 1884 as the 

north block of the Farhat Baksh. 

 

(Photograph of the Chattar Manzil, Lucknow, from the ‘Album of Indian Views’, taken by Samuel Bourne c.1864) 

 



The building premises was used as a place for the United Services Club till 1947.In the year 1951,the 

Bada Chattar Manzil was inaugrated as the CDRI by the then Prime Minister Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru. 

 

(Nehru at a laboratory in the Central Drug Research Institute, Lucknow.) 

The indiscriminate usage and further dismayed treatment meted out to the building has wrecked havoc 

on this marvelous structure. The chattars are lost except for one; and the Chota Chattar Manzil, 

decades ago, sometimes in 1961 became a victim of a sudden collapse, and the entire edifice was 

thereafter demolished in the name of progress. 

 

Crude repair work and civic indifference has caused a lot of irreparable damage, and hence the need of 

the hour is to preserve and protect the unique assets of Lucknow for the progeny. 

 

 The CDRI has been shifted and repair and renovation work is underway at this historic edifice. 

Excavations have unraveled the storeys buried in the past but a lot still needs to be done to restore the 

glories of this heritage site. 

 
(Masons on the Job Exhibiting Bel Fruit and Urad Dal which is used as a building material for restoration of the building) 

Fortunately, to the respite of the Heritage Lovers of Lucknow, the renovation of Chattar Manzil has 

started, using the traditional material which include Chunam, Surkhi, Bel, Urad Dal and Jaggery. The 



recent discovery of the fossil of a Boat, and basement in the Chattar Manzil has added to the 

excitement of Heritage enthusiasts, besides adding to the folklore of the hidden treasures and the 

tunnels connecting to the  Choti Chatar Manzil, the Lal Baradari, Kothi Darshan Bilas, Gulistan e Eram 

and other monuments in the vicinity. The man behind the restoration, Mr Nitin Kohli is the first 

generation conservationists, who is equally passionate about the restoration and has ensured a Zero 

Cement Restoration of these majestic twin monuments , so that the buildings are able to “breathe” 

during the scorching summers and extremely cold winters.  

 

(Recently discovered Tunnel inside the Chattar Manzil-Farhat Baksh Complex, now under repairs) 

What is required now is the replication of the success story of the Chattar Manzil and Farhat Baksh 

Complex and a similar approach for restoration of other equally important unprotected monumental 

heritage which abounds in the historical city of Lucknow. I am sure that on the world heritage day, we 

all shall take a pledge of performing our fundamental duty “ to value and preserve the rich heritage 

of our composite culture” and ensure to make concerted efforts towards emancipation of other 

similarly situated  monuments which are uncared for by the powers that be.  

 

*The author is Assistant Professor(History) in MBP Government PG College, Lucknow . 


